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Prologue

	Salem, Massachusetts in the 17th century

	It’s not a very good time to be born a witch. Especially when your own father is the leader of the witch hunt. But when I think about it, I don’t really know much about witches and how long they exist. Have we always been? Why are they chasing us?

	Be that as it may. I want to tell you my story. A story of betrayal, grief and loneliness. A story in which I cheated death and got to the bottom of the secrets of my existence.

	My name is Emily Stoughton, I’m a witch.

	 


Chapter 1: An Angel

	“How many times do you want to have this conversation with me?” my brother asks annoyed and again I ask him to lower his voice.

	“As often until you realize it. It’s easy for you to talk, you’re not like me!” 

	“Father would never touch you, believe me.” He walks up and down my room. Cornelius Stoughton, my brother and the biggest crush of women in Salem. 

	“You don’t know father very well.” I sigh and admit defeat. arguing with my brother is like squeezing water out of a stone. “However. I’m not missing the masked ball. You should come, too.”

	“I don’t know. I promised Elizabeth I’d go with her, but …” He trails off. Does he have something to hide? I know my brother too well; he won’t get away with it.

	“Elizabeth? You’re still seeing her? She’s … weird, Cornelius. I don’t trust her. Maybe she’s undercover and …” 

	“You’re so paranoid. What I was going to say: I think I should forget about Elizabeth. Rose is my true love.” I can’t help but be amazed.

	“Hear ye, hear ye, my brother is growing up.” I giggle. I never would have thought it possible that my brother would ever decide for a lady. But Rose is nice. And I’m not just saying that because she’s a witch. She’s so much more open and friendly than Elizabeth. She’s a good influence on my brother.
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