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introduction


Christmas is the perfect time for kids to get creative. When the weather gets chilly and the mood gets festive, the projects in this book are a brilliant way to keep little hands busy getting ready for the holiday season. Whether making decorations for the tree, cards to give to friends and family, or treats for a Christmas party, there is something to interest any child, and the wide variety of fun projects will appeal to younger children as well as experienced crafters and bakers right up to the age of 10 and beyond.
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Fun to Make! includes many of the traditional crafting techniques – from sewing a gorgeous shaker-style stocking to using paper-cutting techniques to make decorative snowflakes and lanterns. Kids can have fun modelling and painting clay tree decorations, or using potato printing to create fun wrapping paper and cards. Let your kids go wild exploring their creativity and adding their own personal embellishments to the finished items!


Fun to Bake! will show you that Christmas is also the perfect time to get kids interested in food and cooking. Steeped in tradition and distinctive flavours, there is nothing quite like cooking up a bûche de Noël or a gingerbread house. Simple treats such as peppermint creams or coconut ice are perfect for younger children to make, and, packaged prettily in homemade gift boxes and bags, make great gifts, too. Recipes for baked treats are ideal for older children and include an easy fruitcake and iced Christmas tree cookies they can decorate using all manner of festive sprinkles and edible sparkles.


This year, make your family Christmas a homemade one with these enjoyable, creative projects that are sure to have grown-ups rolling up their sleeves and joining in the fun, too!
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You will need:


paper • pencil • cardboard • scissors • assorted balls of wool • 3-D fabric pen in red • approx 10cm/4in gingham ribbon per bauble
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wind the wool    Trace the disc template on page 154 onto paper and cut it out. Place it on a piece of cardboard and draw round it. Repeat. Cut out the two discs. Cut a length of wool about 2m/2yd long and wind into a small ball that will fit through the hole in the discs. Start to wind wool around the discs, binding them together. When the ball of wool is finished, tie the end to the beginning of a new one. Continue to wind wool round the discs until they are completely covered.
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cut around the outside    When the winding process is complete, hold the pompom discs securely and cut around the edges of the wool using scissors. The wool will fall away from the disc and look like fringing at this point. It is important that the two discs are firmly held together.
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secure the wool    Cut two lengths of wool about 20cm/8in long and thread between the two cardboard discs. Pull them together tightly and knot tightly. The loose ends of this wool will form the hanging loop for the decoration, so tie another knot about 8cm/3in from the first knot and neatly trim the ends.
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finish off    Gently pull the cardboard discs away from the pompom. If it proves difficult, just cut them off. Trim any excess bits of wool, and fluff the pompom to give it a nice round shape. Use a 3-D fabric pen to draw tiny dots on the pompom and finish with a length of red gingham ribbon tied in a bow around the hanging loop.
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robin tree decoration


Make a small pompom in brown wool for the head. Now wind brown wool around one half of two larger pompom discs and red wool around the other half. Snip around the edges of the disc and secure the pompom with a length of wool. Use the wool ends to tie the two pompoms together to form a robin. Add a triangle of red felt for his beak and bend brown pipe cleaners into shape for his feet.
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father christmas


Make one large pompom from red wool for the body. To make the head, wind red wool around one half of two smaller pompom discs and white wool around the other half. Snip around the edges of the disc and secure the pompom with a length of wool. Use the wool ends to tie the two pompoms together to form a cuddly Father Christmas figure. Add a hat formed from a quarter-circle of red felt, and a black felt belt. Use a black 3-D fabric pen to draw on his eyes and buttons.




little tips


Remember: the more wool you manage to wind around the discs, the fatter your pompom will be.


For a really plump pompom, try winding the wool around the discs twice.
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You will need (for each decoration):


five cinnamon sticks • scissors • 40cm/16in red gingham ribbon (7mm/⅜in wide) • 5cm/2in thin wire • small gold bell
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bundle cinnamon together    Cut a 20cm/8in length of gingham ribbon. Lay it flat on a table and place the five cinnamon sticks on top. Wind the ribbon around the sticks once and pull the ends of the ribbon tight.
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arrange ribbon on sticks    Take the remaining piece of ribbon and lay it on top of the cinnamon sticks, running in the same direction as them, so that the ribbon forms the shape of a cross.
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make hanging loop    Bring the two ends of the first piece of ribbon up from beneath the cinnamon sticks, and knot them on top of the sticks. Now make another knot approx 5cm/2in further up the ribbon. This will form a loop to hang the decoration from.
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finish off    Tie the ends of the second piece of ribbon into a neat bow. Now thread the jingle bell onto the piece of wire, and push the wire through the knot of the bow. Twist the ends of the wire together to secure the bell in place, and trim the wire ends to finish.


You will need:


square pieces of paper • pencil • scissors
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fold paper    Take a square piece of paper. Fold it in half diagonally to form a triangle. Then fold in half again and then into quarters. You should now have a small folded triangle shape.
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draw on design    Using the pencil, draw triangular or scalloped shapes on the folded edges of the paper. You can draw curved shapes on the top edges of the paper (furthest from the centre of the paper), too. Experiment with different shapes, so that all your snowflakes are slightly different.
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cut out    Using scissors, carefully cut along the lines you have drawn on the paper. The more shapes you cut out, the more decorative and delicate the finished snowflake will be.
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pull open    Gently unfold the paper and carefully press it flat to reveal the snowflake’s design. You can cut snowflakes from any piece of paper, but good sizes are a 20cm/8in square for a large snowflake and a 10cm/4in square for a small one.
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You will need:


fresh oranges • sharp knife • dish towel • paper towels • baking sheet • wooden skewer • 15cm/6in gingham ribbon (10mm/½in wide) for each hanging loop
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slice the oranges    Ask an adult to cut the orange slices approximately 5mm/¼in wide. Lay the slices on the dish towel and blot them with paper towels to remove any excess moisture. This will speed up the drying process.
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bake in oven    Lay the orange slices on the baking sheet. Put them in the oven on the very lowest setting and leave them for about four hours or until they are completely dry. The trick is to let them ‘cook’ long enough to dry completely. If they do not dry entirely, they won’t keep for long and may go mouldy. Ask an adult to remove the baking sheet from the oven, as it will be very hot.
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remove dried oranges    Once the baking sheet has completely cooled, remove the orange slices from the sheet and set them aside for decorating. The slices should be hard and dry, but retain their citrussy fragrance.
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finish off    Ask an adult to make a small hole in the orange using a sharp point such as a wooden skewer. Thread the ribbon through the hole and tie the ends in a knot. Trim the ribbon ends on the diagonal to prevent them from fraying.
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You will need:


miniature Christmas tree • terracotta pot • paintbrushes • undercoat • silver paint • 1m/1yd gingham ribbon (2.5cm/1in wide) • scissors • glue • red and white pipe cleaners • 1m silver ribbon (5mm/¼in wide) • red and silver miniature pompoms • 2m/2yd gingham ribbon (1cm/½in) wide • miniature baubles (if desired)
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paint pot    Apply a layer of undercoat to the terracotta pot and let it dry completely. Now apply a coat of silver paint and let dry. If necessary, apply a second coat of silver paint for more even coverage, and let it dry.
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attach ribbon and bow    Measure the circumference of the top of the pot and cut a length of the wider gingham ribbon to fit. Glue it around the rim of the pot. Tie a neat bow from the same ribbon and glue it to the front of the pot. Let the glue dry.


[image: image]


make candy canes    Twist the bottom ends of the pipe cleaners together so they are attached. Now wind them together for a striped effect.
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shape canes    Carefully bend one end of the twisted pipe cleaners to form a candy-cane shape with a curved top. Now they can simply be hooked onto the Christmas tree.
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make hanging loop    Cut a 6cm/2½ in length of the narrow silver ribbon. Fold it in half and pinch the ends together to form a loop. Apply a small dab of glue to hold the ends in place. Let the glue dry.
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attach loop    Using a pair of scissors, carefully snip open a pompom so that you can see the centre. Apply a dab of glue to the middle of the pompom and push in the end of the loop. Press the two sides of the opening closed. Allow the glue to dry completely before hanging the pompoms from the tree.
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tie on bows    Cut lengths of the narrower gingham ribbon and tie them into bows on the ends of the branches of the Christmas tree. Cut the ends of ribbon on the diagonal to prevent them from fraying.
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