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Physical Characteristics of the Welsh Terrier


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Rectangular.


Eyes: Small, dark brown and almond-shaped, well set in the skull.


Ears: V-shaped, small…fold is just above the topline of the skull.
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Foreface: Strong with powerful, punishing jaws.


Muzzle: Strong and squared off.


Nose: Black and squared off.


Lips: Black and tight.


Teeth: Large and strong, set in powerful, vise-like jaws.


Backskull: Of equal length to the foreface.


Neck: Of moderate length and thickness, slightly arched and sloping gracefully into the shoulders.


Forequarters: The front is straight. The shoulders are long, sloping and well laid back. The legs are straight and muscular with upright and powerful pasterns.


Coat: Hard, wiry, and dense with a close-fitting thick jacket.


Topline: Level.


Loin: Strong and moderately short.


Body: Shows good substance and is well ribbed up.


Tail: Docked to a length approximately level (on an imaginary line) with the occiput.


Hindquarters: Strong and muscular with well-developed second thighs and the stifles well bent. The hocks are moderately straight, parallel and short from joint to ground.


Color: The jacket is black, spreading up onto the neck, down onto the tail and into the upper thighs. The tan is a deep reddish color.


Height: Males are about 15 inches at the withers, with an acceptable range between 15 and 15.5. Bitches may be proportionally smaller.


Weight: Twenty pounds is considered an average weight.


Feet: Small, round, and catlike.
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Glansevin Coquette and Eng. Ch. Glansevin Coda, in a painting from 1907, illustrate quality Welsh Terrier type of that time.
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THE WELSH TERRIER ORIGINAL


There are no written pedigrees before the 1800s for the small black and tan terriers bred by Celtic farmers, but clear references to them, including their monetary value (three curt pence), can be found in writings from as early as the 10th century. The dogs, like their owners, worked in the soil, hence the name “terrier,” taken from the Latin terra, meaning “earth.” These small dogs helped rid the farms of all forms of vermin from mice to martens and provided an occasional rabbit for the dinner table. They were true workers, and when their job was done they had earned the right to relax by the fire with the family. Thus a sensible temperament has always been intrinsic to the breed: sensible and single-minded working in the fields or alone underground; agreeable working with other dogs; steady and reliable in the home.


When it was found that fox hunting benefited from the addition of terriers to the packs of hounds in order to bolt the fox, the terriers’ worth was raised a notch. However, it was due to the rapid expansion of dog shows that the Welsh Terrier gained popularity and prestige in the Terrier Group and became the handsome dog we know today. An opposing view holds that dog shows have put the cart before the horse by placing the emphasis on conformation and looks rather than on intelligence and working ability. Fortunately, this is not true in all countries.


In the beginning, the Welsh Terrier was little known outside his Welsh environs, which, at one time, went far beyond the boundaries of Wales as we know it today, encompassing a portion of the Continent and stretching into present-day Scotland and England. It is based on this historical fact that many in the breed feel so strongly that the breed eventually named the Welsh Terrier was indeed the progenitor of the other black and tan terriers inhabiting the British Isles.


Around 1450, a Welsh thank-you note (Englyn diolgarwch) was written, acknowledging the gift of a terrier. It reads in part, “And a good black and red terrier bitch to choke the brown polecat and to tear up the red fox.” It is quite possibly the earliest written description of the Welsh Terrier—a dog that was black and tan (the same “red” as a fox) and a worker of note.
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Welsh Terriers from the renowned Brynhir Kennels of leading breed advocate Walter Glynn in the early 1900s.




DOGS AS LIFE


The old Celtic religion used dogs as symbols of healing, death and rebirth. Apparently the Celtic canine was sufficiently regarded to cover all aspects of life.





The breed was known to have been used with the Glansevin Welsh Hounds from the early 1600s, and records of 1760 show that these terriers had also been used for several generations by the Jones family with their Ynysfor Otterhounds.


WHAT’S IN A NAME?


In the first dog shows where Welsh Terriers were exhibited, the classes were all-inclusive; for example, “Working Terriers” or “Any Variety Terriers.” The individual naming of each breed occurred with the increase in dog shows and the establishment of The Kennel Club of England in 1873. In the case of the Welsh Terrier, The Kennel Club was to become the arena for conflicting national canine contentions to do battle!


The Welsh people had always considered the black and tans as their very own, referred to as daeargi, of course, not as Welsh Terriers. The English now laid claim to their version of the black and tan terrier as the taproot of the breed under several elongated names such as the Old English Broken-Haired Black and Tan Terrier or the Old English Wire-Haired Black and Tan Terrier. So it was that in 1885 The Kennel Club had an international crisis of sorts on its hands.


A decisive event had taken place a year before in Pwllheli, North Wales: the first show with separate classes for Welsh Terriers, a specialty, if you will. On August 28, 1884, at the Lleyn & Eifionydd Agricultural Show, two highly regarded elderly Welshmen, who had bred these terriers for many years, were asked to judge an entry of 90 dogs, divided into three classes. Mr. Griffith Owen and Mr. Humphrey Griffith spent the entire day going over the dogs one at a time, each dog being judged on its own merits, not compared to any other dog. It is said that all were pleased with the results, which today in itself might be considered something of a miracle!




CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.
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ACTION!


In these early years, Welsh Terriers were most numerous in North Wales, and it was said that Cledwyn Owen, William Jones and Price O. Pughe knew all the Welsh Terriers in the area as well as their pedigrees. By 1885, Welsh terriermen (including Owen, Jones and Pughe) had had enough of the name nonsense and, with nine others, formed the Welsh Terrier Club. They were recognized by The Kennel Club in 1886, where-upon, in what can only be described as an act of diplomacy, The Kennel Club provided classes for both the Welsh Terriers and the Old English Broken-Haired Black and Tan Terriers (OEBHBTT). However, that was not to be the end of the story. Things began to fall apart for the Old English supporters, who never were able to put together an organization to back them. Nor did their dogs help matters.


For two years, 1885 and 1886, no OEBHBTT shown was from the mating of an OEBHBTT sire and dam. All were first-generation cross-breds. The dogs were said, in general, to be somewhat more handsome than the Welsh Terrier, but since they were manufactured and could not reproduce in kind, this alone would seem to give credibility to the Welsh Terrier as the true black and tan. It should be noted that in those days there was no Kennel Club ruling against cross-breeding, but serious breeders in the new sport of dog showing wanted pure-bred stock.
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STAND BACK, PATAGONIA!


It is now fashionable, especially among the young, to speak Welsh in Patagonia, an area of Argentina originally settled by the Welsh in the 1800s. Teachers have been sent there by the Welsh Office in Britain with an added plum for the students—six annual scholarships to study Welsh in Wales.





The results during those two years bordered on breed chaos, for many dogs were shown—and declared winners—in both classes. For example, one dog named Crib was shown as an OEBHBTT, but had been sired by a well-known Smooth Fox Terrier out of a solid black rough-coated bitch. He was also known to be deaf, a fault that the judges of the day apparently chose to overlook.


A dog named Dick Turpin was also famous for being caught in the middle of the dispute. The dog was Welsh-bred, but changed owners four times. Each owner was apparently unsure where to enter the dog, so Dick was entered in both OEBHBTT and Welsh Terrier classes. The show results proved his heritage, because he won a first place only when shown as a Welsh Terrier.


AND THE WINNER IS...


The Kennel Club ended the battle, and on April 5, 1887 dropped the Old English, etc., leaving the Welsh Terrier as the only recognized breed. One has to wonder if the long, clumsy OEBHBTT name may have influenced The Kennel Club’s decision.


It should be noted that the Welsh Terriers entered in these early shows were, for the most part, a far cry from the beautiful dogs we see in the ring today. They were still primarily working terriers and meant to look the part. Cropped ears, for example, were allowed, since terriers’ ears were often ripped by prey. The breed was not yet consistent in size or type. Many dogs had unattractive broad heads, drooping ears and white feet. The looks of the scruffy working terrier improved when popular opinion demanded it. The fashionable Wire Fox Terrier was what the public admired, and no doubt crosses with the Welsh were made to the Wire Fox. Judging from existing photographs, quite a few of these early dogs would be considered satisfactory breed specimens today.


EARLY SHOW DOGS


 At the Bangor show in 1887, a bitch appropriately named Bangor Dau Lliw (Bangor Two Colors) became the first Welsh Terrier bitch champion. She was bred and owned by Mr. Dew. At this same show Walter Glynn, who was to become the leading advocate of the breed, exhibited his first Welsh Terrier, a male puppy named Dim Saesonaeg (No English). Bred by Mr. Pughe, the dog was made up a champion in 1889. He was highly regarded in his day. However, his son Eng. Ch. Cymro-o-Gymru (The Welshman from Wales) became the leading light of the breed. Bred by J. Mitchell out of Mitchell’s bitch Blink Bonny in 1891, Cymro won 27 Challenge Certificates (awards at Kennel Club shows) and for many years was thought to be the embodiment of something close to perfection in the breed.




WELSH ROOTS AT BULLDOG UNIVERSITY


Elihu Yale, founder of Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut, had close ties to Wales. His family was from Plas-yn-Ial and although Elihu was born in America (where the spelling of the family name was changed from Ial to Yale), he retained his Welsh roots to the end and is buried in St. Giles Churchyard in Wrexham, Wales. As an acknowledgment of this association, a replica of the St. Giles tower stands at the university.





The first dog champion was made up in 1887. Mawddwy Nonsuch, sired by Fernyhurst Crab, was said to be a dog with an excellent head, albeit with cropped ears. Nonsuch was purchased by Edmund Buckley (Master of Otterhounds in Merioneth) for what was, at the time, the huge sum of 200 guineas. Possibly due in part to this extravagant expenditure, or the fact that the dog was said to lack type, doubts spread regarding the authenticity of the dog’s dam. The gossip may well have been true, since apparently he was never used at stud. Eng. Ch. Bob Bethesda, a dog of Buckley’s own breeding, was made up a champion soon after and was highly acclaimed as a show dog and for his excellent temperament.
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Eng. Ch. Bangor Dau Lliw was a record-breaking champion in the 1880s. In 1887, she became the first Welsh Terrier bitch champion.
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Eng. Ch. Vaynor Again, a male Welsh Terrier born in 1928.
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Eng. Ch. What’s Wanted caused a sensation when she appeared on the show scene as a puppy during the 1919–1920 season. Her debut was followed by a brilliant show career.


The breed was gaining much attention throughout Wales, as well it might, for this was also a period of intense Welsh national pride. As the number of dog shows increased and the dogs proved themselves winners in competition, the popularity of the breed increased at a rapid rate throughout the British Isles. Welsh Terriers were well represented in large English shows such as Crystal Palace, Crufts and Birmingham. By 1896, Welsh Terrier breeding and show stock was being exported in increasing numbers to Germany, Belgium, South Africa, India and the US. Judges from the UK were much in demand to critique the progress of foreign breeding.


Two years after Walter Glynn purchased his first Welsh Terrier in 1887, he began judging classes at home and abroad and became a member of The Kennel Club. Dogs with his Brynhir affix became the foundation of many kennels worldwide. When Mr. Glynn died in 1933, he had owned and bred more Welsh Terrier champions than anyone else in the previous half-century.


Another breeder of note on both sides of the Atlantic was T. H. Harris of Sennybridge, whose Eng. Ch. Resiant was made up in 1895. The first champion he actually owned and made up was Nell Gwynne in 1897. His Senny affix became synonymous with top-quality Welsh Terriers.
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The Welsh Terrier as it appeared in an 1887 publication.


The first woman to award Challenge Certificates to Welsh Terriers was Mrs. H. L. Aylmer in 1907 at the Bristol show. It is historically significant that she was chosen for this honor since her affix, Glansevin, came from her family ties with the Glansevin Welsh Hound Pack, noted for the Welsh Terriers that ran with it in the 1700s.




WELSH GRAMMAR LESSON


The Welsh alphabet does not include the letters K, J, Q, V, X or Z, but it does have six others to make up for it. It goes like this: A, B, C, CH, D, E, F, FF, G, H, I, (J only for words borrowed from English), L, LL, M, N, O, P, PH, R, RH, S, T, TH, U, W and Y.





It should be noted that many Welsh Terriers in 1900 were still working terriers. By no means had they given up their day jobs for stardom! The ownership of all dogs as pets had only become acceptable and popular due to the example set by Queen Victoria. Prior to that time, royalty carried about various toy breeds, but commoners could not afford to feed a non-working animal. Dog shows took matters a step further. Those who could not afford to keep race horses, or horses and hounds for the hunt, could and did manage kennels of show dogs. Additionally, showing dogs held more prestige than showing livestock, although most of the early breeders had their roots in breeding sheep, rabbits or chickens to exhibit at agricultural shows. It may have been the idea that one could now take pride in selling a top show dog to a member of the aristocracy, whereas one could not hold one’s head as high on the similar sale of a prize chicken!
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Galen Rexus, bred and owned by Mr. J. S. Gilbert, was born in September 1930.
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Kynan O’ Gaint was Mr. A. T. Morris’s dog, born in March 1930.


In 1899, Princess Adolphus of Teck bought a bitch, Brynafon Nellie, and promptly became a breeder, exhibitor and ardent supporter of the Welsh Terrier Club. Then, in 1911, a group of Welsh Terrier fanciers in North Wales raised the necessary money and bought a dog for HRH The Prince of Wales. The rest of that story reads like pure fiction. The bitch was Queen Llechwedd (called Gwen), sired by Dewi Sant (St. David, patron saint of Wales). The following year (1912) His Royal Highness registered two pups whelped on March 1, St. David’s Day.




DOGGIE HUBBARD LIVES ON


There is a room at the library of the University of Wales in Aberystwyth dedicated to Clifford (“Doggie”) Hubbard’s superb collection of books on dogs, said to be the finest and most extensive in the world.
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Gochel Fi, owned by Mrs. O. Jones, was born in 1926. This fine Welsh Terrier beat three breed champions in the show ring.


Serendipity continued to be on the side of the Welsh, although until the 1920s the controversy continued with articles referring to the “so-called Welsh Terrier” and comparisons of the breed to the “beautiful” Fox Terrier. Not to worry. A new world of dogs was on the rise and pets were becoming better fed, better housed and better cared for both at home and through outstanding advances in veterinary medicine.
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Eng. Ch. Delswood Welcome, born in September 1931, was bred and owned by Mr. A. H. Symonds.
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Eng. Ch. Lady Gwen, born in August 1925, earned her champion title at the National Terrier and Kennel Club Championship Shows. She was exported to Germany.


THE WELSH GAINS FAME


Joe Hitchings’s Aman kennels in the Rhondda Valley were a dominant force in the breed after World War I and largely contributed to the area’s being called “the whelping box of the Welsh Terrier.” Hitchings handled many breeds but is best remembered for putting a modern stamp on the Welsh Terrier.
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Eng. Ch. Senny Rex, owned by Mr. T. H. Harris, was born in 1925.


Hitchings, along with Sam Warburton in England and George Steadman Thomas (who was in effect a trans-Atlantic commuter) were responsible for sending a steady supply of quality Welsh Terriers to American kennels. With dogs being lined up on one side of the ocean and Welsh Terrier enthusiasts eagerly awaiting their arrival on the other, the stage was set for the breed’s solid future in the modern world.


There were numerous true terriermen at this time. Hitchings continued breeding Welsh Terriers for 42 years. Arthur Harris (Ronvale), T. H. Harris (Senny) and A. E. Harris (Penhill) also remained in the breed for close to half a century. Harold Snow’s Felstead kennels were continued by his son Emlyn and grandson Lyn: three generations of dedication to the breed.


After World War II, the breed’s popularity skyrocketed and names such as Mervin Pickering (Groveview), Dai Rees (Ebbw Swell), Cyril Williams (Caiach) and Phil Thomas (Sandstorm) came to the fore-front. There were two prestigious wins in this period to boost the breed dramatically. The Crufts Best in Show winner in 1951 was Ch. Twynstar Dyma Fi; in 1959, Ch. Sandstorm Saracen repeated the feat, handled by his breeder, Mr. Thomas. It wasn’t until 1994 that another Welsh Terrier was to claim the same honor, this time Ch. Purston Hit and Miss From Brocolitia, bred by Michael Collings and owned by Mrs. Anne J. Maughan. The next Crufts Best in Show achievement followed just four years later, by Ch. Saredon Forever Young, bred by Judy Averis and David Scawthorn.


Lord Atlee, former Prime Minister, chose his two Welsh Terriers as supporters for his coat of arms and the words Labor omnia vincit or “Work conquers all”—a fitting tribute to both the man and the dogs. The Welsh fashion designer Laura Ashley brought a touch of fame to the breed when her Welsh Terrier, Clem, became the subject of a series of popular children’s books.


In the 20th century, registration numbers in the UK were somewhat static until a high in 1927 of 288. By 1951, due in part to the fame of Twynstar Dyma Fi, those numbers escalated to 359. They remained in the 200–300 range, but new heights of popularity are expected in this 21st century. In the US, the registrations average 700 annually.




A PINT FOR BEST OF BREED?


Some of the first gatherings of dog owners, the precursors of today’s dog shows, took place in pubs. Everyone in the pub became judge, exhibitor and spectator, all going over the dogs and giving their opinions.





There is always a threat to a breed such as the Welsh Terrier that inherited defects will become magnified in their small gene pool or that the overall quality will diminish. Fortunately for the breed, as import-export laws have been relaxed and the use of frozen semen increased, sound Welsh Terrier breeding stock is more easily obtainable worldwide.


ABOUT THE WTA


In 1923, the Welsh Terrier Association (WTA) was founded in England, becoming the second club for the breed. The year prior, an older club, the South Wales Welsh Terrier Breeders’ Association, which had been the breed’s second club, joined up with the Welsh Terrier Club (WTC), the original club for the breed. A good portion of British breed fanciers today belong to both clubs. In 1970, the WTA began a most informative and well-organized yearbook, reflecting the Welsh Terriers in Britain and in foreign lands. On June 1, 1980, this club held its first Open Show at the home of George and Olive Jackson (Jokyl), with 39 dogs in 88 entries. Judged by Beryl Blower (Turith), Best in Show was awarded to Mr. Jenkins and Miss Nock’s Ch. Bowers Princess, handled by Ray Davies.
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Eng. Ch. Hold Up, owned by A. E. Harris, was born in 1925 and won many Challenge Certificates at important shows.
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Ch. Bardwyn Bronze Bertram, bred by author Bardi McLennan. He was a top producing sire with 25 champions to his credit.


In 1981, when the Welsh Terrier Club was granted permission to award Challenge Certificates, club president Mrs. Margaret Thomas was asked to judge the premier event. It is difficult to imagine why it took 95 years for The Kennel Club to acknowledge this stalwart club’s standing; perhaps they never asked. The top Welsh Terrier in Britain that year and the following was Mr. Jenkins and Miss Nock’s Ch. Puzzle of Kenstaff, bred by R. Ogles. This lovely bitch won Best of Breed at Crufts and Best in Show at the National Terrier Specialty.




MADOC AT BAY


One of perhaps the wildest of Celtic claims concerned a Prince Madoc, who was said to have crossed the Atlantic Ocean and landed in what is now Mobile Bay, Alabama in 1170. The legend was endorsed by Queen Elizabeth in 1580, no doubt due in some large part to pressure from her science advisor and magician, John Dee, who was—of course—a Welshman!







CHARLIE KENNEDY


Caroline Kennedy’s Welsh Terrier, Charlie, swam in the White House pool with President John F. Kennedy. Unfortunately, the dog was no diplomat—he lifted his leg indiscriminately, so was confined to his quarters much of the time.
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Ch. Kirkwood Brazen Overture, bred and owned by Ann Baumgardner and Judith Ford Anspach, winning Best of Breed at Westminster Kennel Club in 2004.


MADE UP IN AMERICA


Not surprisingly, the largest population of Welsh Terriers today is in the United States. The Welsh’s rise in popularity began when a young dog named Nigwood Nailer won a 30-guinea Challenge Cup in the UK for Best Welsh, Irish or Fox Terrier in Show in 1899 and was immediately bought up by Major Carnochan and brought to America. The following year, the Welsh Terrier Club of America was formed, with Major Carnochan as treasurer. Nigwood Nailer went on to become the first Welsh Terrier to become an American Kennel Club champion, which he did in 1903.


The Misses Beatrice and Gertrude de Coppet were to be the backbone of the breed club from 1900 until 1960. The sisters’ Windermere kennels were among the first to be devoted solely to the Welsh Terrier, based on dogs imported from T. H. Harris in 1890. The ladies were always attired in hats and white kennel coats while handling their own dogs, and they could be quite intimidating in the show ring. Among numerous contributions to the club, Beatrice de Coppet designed the club logo.
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Ch. Hapitails Hit Parade, bred by co-owner Elizabeth Leaman and Richard Powell, co-owned with Jill and Peter See, was number-one Welsh in 2003 with multiple Bests in Show.


Over the ensuing years in the US, many people and dogs established the Welsh Terrier as a worthy challenger in the Terrier Group. From the 1940s through the 1970s, kennel affixes such as Halcyon, Strathglass, Twin Ponds, Coltan, Pool Forge, Licken Run, Penzance and Tujays became staples of the breed. In more recent years, such names as Anasazi, Sunspryte, Hapitails, Kirkwood, Cisseldale and Czar came to the forefront. That is not to say that the imported dogs are lagging behind. Imports keep arriving and doing a fair share of winning.
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A team from Russia’s zo Strelki kennel, winning Best Breeders Group at the Novgorod, Russia show. Novgorod is home to several Welsh Terrier breeders, and interest in the breed is high in that area.


Of special note are three Welsh Terriers bred by Michael and Nancy O’Neal of New Mexico. Each of them has earned a place in the record books. Ch. Anasazi Annie Oakley took her place as top-winning Welsh Terrier bitch with 40 Bests in Show and 106 Terrier Group wins. Ch. Anasazi Trail Boss topped the stud record with 60 champion get and Ch. Anasazi Billy The Kid retired in 1999 after breaking all Welsh Terrier records with 100 Bests in Show and over 150 Group Firsts. An amazing feat from a small kennel!




WALES FOREVER!


In the nation’s capital, Washington, DC, halfway up the tall, cylindrical Washington Monument is inscribed Cymru am bryth—“Wales forever.”





THE WORLD OF THE WELSH


In many countries on the Continent, dogs must still prove that they can perform the tasks for which they were originally bred. As late as 1990 at the World Dog Show in the former Czechoslovakia, Welsh Terriers were a novelty as show dogs to people from Poland, Russia, East Germany and what is now the Czech Republic and Slovakia, but the breeders were charmed by the dogs’ presence in the show ring, and the breed is making great strides in these countries. In Russia, a team of seven Welsh Terriers from zo Strelki kennels won the Breeders Group at a show near Novgorod—and very nice specimens they were. Welsh Terriers are still primarily working earthdogs in Russia, and in Poland they are actually the breed of choice for hunting.
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Shaireab’s Honor Among Thieves, known to friends as “Stuart,” is owned by Sharon Abmeyer.


[image: image]


Crufts winner the successful Eng. Ch. Purston Hit and Miss from Brocolitia.


GERMANY


The first classes for Welsh Terriers in Germany were at the Berlin show in 1896. Today the breed is in good shape with several dedicated breeders such as Mr. Axel Mohrke, who has exported his Bismarckquelle dogs worldwide. Mrs. Irmatraud Becker (v. Ganseliesel) is another breeder with top-winning dogs.
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