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INTRODUCTION 

Gabriel Doherty 

IN ITS REVIEW of the first edition of With the IRA in the Fight for Freedom the Irish Press noted that the title of the work alone was ‘irresistible’. Certainly any work with the subtitle The Red Path of Glory was designed to catch the eye, all the more so when it was conjoined with a cover featuring the shadowy outlines of IRA volunteers, homesteads ablaze, and stark, lurid red streaks suggestive of many things, not least, of course, the copious amounts of blood shed during that fight.

It is an oblique commentary on the evolution of elite attitudes within the independent Irish state since the 1970s that some would now be tempted to dismiss the work out of hand for precisely the same reasons that drew in that original reviewer – that it is an unreconstructed, one-dimensional expression of a narrow republican interpretation of ‘the Irish question’ as it stood in the early to mid-twentieth century, an interpretation, moreover, which was and is positively irresponsible in its unqualified endorsement of the physical force tradition within Irish politics.

It would be naïve to dismiss or endorse such a view out of hand as being utterly devoid of merit. The work is of its time, certainly – but from a historiographical view that adds to, rather than diminishes, its interest and significance. It is an excellent – one might say classic – example of the dominant school of writing on the War of Independence during the middle decades of the twentieth century (or at least of those studies whose origins lay in a southern nationalist perspective), and, as such, it provides useful insights into that still grossly under-researched topic in Irish history: mentalité. This approach was characterised by an episodic approach to the war, the utilisation of first-hand accounts by eye-witnesses or veterans, a clear preference for engagements from which the IRA emerged victorious (and preferably unscathed), a southern focus, and rendered in the form of succinct ‘racy’ narrative, unencumbered by extensive footnotes or other indications of source material. It was a form of history antithetical to the austere precepts of the Irish Historical Studies school, one which, furthermore, was ideally suited to, and undoubtedly shaped by, the journalistic milieu through which many of the accounts first saw the light of day and whose influence in shaping popular understanding of the independence struggle has yet to be adequately assessed. (It is no coincidence in this respect that With the IRA in the Fight for Freedom first appeared under the imprint of The Kerryman newspaper.)

The book does not claim the status of a fully fledged history of the War of Independence, but presents itself, rather, as ‘a portion’ of that history in its reflection of the values and mores, as well as the actions, of that element of the revolutionary generation in Ireland who took an active part in the republican military campaign. It thereby excludes a great deal that is interesting about this period – the constructive political agenda of Dáil Éireann, British political and military strategy, the evolution of public opinion in Ireland and Britain, and – to reiterate the point made above – the situation in Ulster. Its other elisions are also significant, most especially the studied refusal to accord the Civil War even the briefest of mentions – but in bringing together committed partisans on both sides of that Civil War the reconciliatory and harmonious potential of a book whose focus is violence and death should not be entirely overlooked.

The work contains details of some familiar engagements of national significance (Kilmichael, Crossbarry, Bloody Sunday, the burning of Cork) and others of more parochial renown. The list of contributors could hardly be more impressive, and includes such luminaries as Piaras Béaslaí, Tom Barry, Simon Donnelly, Dan Breen, Oscar Traynor and Seán MacEoin amongst others. Their recollections are reproduced here as part of Mercier Press’ enlightened policy of making available to the reading public, after a gap of some decades, once-standard works on the Irish revolution (and for those who wish to delve deeper into the subject one need look no further than the excellent reissues of the Fighting Stories series).

Of course, such testimonies are not contemporaneous with the episodes themselves (few combatants in any war have the luxury, when the bullets start flying, of having notepaper, pen and rifle, close to hand), and they inevitably suffer from the same potential flaws as all accounts of events that are recounted after the fact – and in this case many years after. The influence of intervening events, failing memory, an understandable inclination in some cases to exaggerate one’s personal role, a desire, perhaps, to ‘put the record straight’ – all such factors can, in different ways for different accounts, conspire to place question marks over the specifics of recollection of any historical event. When that event, moreover, was a life-and-death military engagement (during which the belligerent’s need to keep his head down far exceeded the chronicler’s hankering after a panoramic view of proceedings) the risk of inadvertent (and usually inconsequential) misrepresentation is obviously enhanced. For these reasons the accounts presented here need to be checked and cross-referenced against other source material pertaining to each action before they can be considered definitive.

But such concern with the minutiae of historical methodology runs the risk of losing sight of what it is that attracted previous generations of the reading public in Ireland to chronicles such as the one presented here, and which seems to be drawing in new devotees with each passing year. The answer is surely that the work fits comfortably in a historiographical tradition – the heroic – whose impeccable pedigree (dating back as it does to the origins of the historical discipline in classical times) and emotional power has guaranteed its survival when more modern, ‘professional’ and restrained approaches to the discipline have stalled or withered completely. This heroic tone, to be sure, has many flaws (it can, for example, simply degenerate into the ‘Great Man’ school of historical causation, and most assuredly omits due consideration of dissenting voices) but perhaps it is time for professional historians in Ireland to recognise, or rather rediscover, its many virtues in the eyes of the general public – and what better place to start than here, by retracing steps on that ‘red path of glory’?



ORIGINAL PREFACE 

FOR MANY YEARS The Kerryman Ltd, through its newspapers and in book form, has been telling the story of the struggle, made by men and women of our time, which brought into being our modern Irish state. If these men and women did not achieve all that they aimed at, they achieved more than any other generation had done in the centuries-old fight to throw off an alien yoke.

The book we now present to the public continues this policy of our House. We had, however, an additional object in view when publishing it at this time.

Since the end of the Second World War there has been a spate of books upon various aspects of the fighting and about the exploits of those who – individually or in combative units – distinguished themselves in the course of it. In particular, much has been written about the actions of those partisan or resistance groups who waged a ceaseless fight against enemy occupying forces. It seemed to us that in the face of this publicity for the actions of patriot forces attempting to re-establish the independence of their country it was timely to give a record of the fight put up by men and women of our own race against greater odds than any of those groups had to face.

Those resistance groups were lavishly supplied by powerful allies with adequate quantities of the most modern arms and equipment; their attacks on the enemy were supported and helped forward by strategic bombing and diversionary actions; their morale was sustained by a propaganda campaign which was almost worldwide in extent; and, finally, they were fighting an enemy who was new and strange to their country and who had to operate very much in the dark.

How very different was the task set before our own fighters for freedom! They had to fight an enemy who had been entrenched in the country for centuries, whose administration covered the land, who had friends in high places and in low places. They had to face him without the help of powerful allies, in the teeth of a campaign of misrepresentation, with arms which, for the most part, had to be taken from him in hard fighting. And the enemy they fought was the first imperial power in the world at the time. Only idealism and courage on the part of the fighters and the steadfast support of the people could have carried such an unequal struggle through to the end.

Let us not forget that struggle. That is the message of this book. In its pages we have tried to present a representative picture of the fight put up by the army of the Republic and of the campaign of terror so unflinchingly endured by the civilian population. Within the compass we had to prescribe for ourselves we could not, of course, give anything like an exhaustive account of the fight for independence. Some actions have been omitted because they have already been well publicised, and we felt that others, less well known, should take their place; some other actions, which we would like to have included, we have had to leave out because, for one reason or another, we found ourselves unable to gather the necessary information. In all instances the scene of a fight was visited and inspected, and every effort was made to check and verify information – wherever possible we endeavoured to get the officer in charge or a participant to tell the story of an engagement – and we are confident that the matter appearing in the book is as accurate as research and hard work could make it.

This book does not purport to be a history of the War of Independence, but it is a portion of that history. We offer it to the public in that light in the hope that, in its own small way, it may help to keep alive in the breasts of our people a remembrance of one of the most glorious periods in our history.



THE ANGLO-IRISH WAR 

by Piaras Béaslaí 

(member of GHQ, 1918 to the Truce; formerly editor An t-Óglach; Director of IRA Publicity and member of Dáil Éireann) 

THE HEROIC GESTURE of Easter Week 1916 and England’s barbaric revenge on the noble men who had led a heroic and chivalrous fight against overwhelming odds, had a tremendous effect upon the thoughts and feelings of the people of Ireland. The many who had been seduced from their allegiance to the cause of complete Irish independence by the propaganda of the Irish Parliamentary Party, now saw things in a different light. This change of mood was first reflected in the election of Count Plunkett, father of the executed Joseph Plunkett, and later of Joseph McGuinness, a convicted rebel ‘felon’ then serving time in Lewes prison, as proper representatives of the Irish people in preference to candidates of the Irish Parliamentary Party.

Later in 1917 came the East Clare by-election in which Éamon de Valera, just released from Lewes prison, was returned by an overwhelming majority; and a month later another 1916 rebel, William T. Cosgrave, was elected for Kilkenny. The Sinn Féin organisation, with Mr de Valera as president and Arthur Griffith as vice-president, now clearly represented the views and aims of the majority of the Irish people.

The change of feeling was further strengthened when the British government, early in 1918, endeavoured to make Irishmen liable to compulsory service in the British army in the war with Germany; and later when they arrested and deported to prisons in England over eighty men prominent in the national movement, including the heads of the Sinn Féin organisation, under the pretence that they were engaged in a plot to bring about a German invasion.

The Irish Volunteers, whose organisation had been secretly started again, and who had held a convention in Dublin, now, in the face of the menace of conscription, grew rapidly in strength, though still sadly deficient in arms and equipment.

Finally the end of the war, and the general election which followed in England and Ireland in December 1918, gave the Irish people their opportunity. In practically every constituency outside Ulster deputies were elected and pledged to refuse to attend the British parliament or recognise England’s right to govern Ireland. In January 1919, those deputies who were at liberty (only about half of those elected) met in Dublin, constituted Dáil Éireann and declared Ireland de jure an independent Republic. Meeting secretly, the same deputies elected Cathal Brugha (then Chief of Staff of the Irish Volunteers) as president, and he appointed his cabinet. A significant fact was that he appointed a Minister for Defence (General Mulcahy) and the Irish Volunteers came under the authority of Dáil Éireann and became the army of the Irish Republic. In April 1919, after the release of the prisoners, a full meeting of deputies was held. Éamon de Valera was elected president and he appointed Cathal Brugha Minister for Defence. The Volunteers had become the army of the Irish Republic and later they pledged their allegiance to the elected government of Ireland.

Although the Volunteers were now the army of the Irish Republic, the title ‘IRA’ was never officially adopted by them. It was simply a popular name for them, which gradually came into use among the people in the year 1919 and is now used even by historians. Popular usage established the name without any formal vote by any representative body.

Ireland had now an elected parliament, a government accepted by the great majority of the people and an army responsible to that government, but the British were still in military occupation of the country. Large bodies of soldiers held strongholds and vital centres, and a network of smaller posts throughout the country was held by the Royal Irish Constabulary, with full control of every branch of civil administration and an elaborate system of espionage. To break down that regime and, as far as possible, obtain control in various ways was now a task in which the army of the Irish Republic had to play the leading part. The national policy adopted was a combination of defensive and offensive tactics, the old Sinn Féin policy of passive resistance, with a readiness to use force when feasible and strike the enemy at vital and vulnerable points.

It was realised that the most essential element of the British system of governing and oppressing Ireland was the force known as the Royal Irish Constabulary. It was the British propagandist device to refer to these men as ‘policemen’, a very misleading term; and when people abroad were told of ‘policemen’ being shot, it suggested the lawless violence of bandits. The ‘RIC’ were never policemen in the proper sense of the term, and bore no analogy to the Garda Síochána of these days. It is not too much to say that they were the arms, the eyes and the ears of the British administration in Ireland. They were a military force, armed with rifles and living in barracks, whose task it was to hold the country in subjection to England. They were kept at strength out of all proportion to that of a normal police force – over 12,000. There was hardly a village without an RIC barracks, manned by stalwart young men armed with rifles, in districts where ordinary crime was almost unknown. These men were all of native stock, but their training was calculated to eliminate all national or local sympathies. It was a regulation of the force that no constable could be stationed in his native county. It was his business to enforce British rule on the people; and it was also his duty to spy on the people. In every district the activities of all persons were watched and reports sent regularly to Dublin Castle. All who were connected with national organisations and even those who attended Irish language classes or debating societies were reported on. If this statement sounds exaggerated, let me quote the words of one of the last British chief secretaries of Ireland, Mr Birrell, who told a Royal Commission: ‘We have the reports of the RIC, who send us in, almost daily, reports from almost every district in Ireland, which enable us to form a correct general estimate of the feeling of the countryside in the different localities.’ An official record of the RIC in 1919 said: ‘Against political agitations the RIC have invariably proved themselves most effective. It is largely due to the efficiency of their excellent organisation that the rebellion in Easter Week 1916, was kept within bounds and speedily suppressed throughout the country.’ 

It was obvious that the RIC was the most essential component of the machinery of British administration in Ireland and that action must first be taken against that force. Dáil Éireann passed a decree of social ostracism against members of the RIC, and the enforcement of this decree had a considerable effect, causing many men to resign from the force and making it increasingly difficult to obtain recruits. In some cases armed attacks resulted in the killing or wounding of constables and already in the summer of 1919, RIC barracks in Cork and Clare had been taken by surprise and destroyed, the constables being disarmed and released. These activities increased the unpopularity of the force and accelerated the resignations. In August 1919, what we regarded as the first step in evacuation was taken, when a large number of smaller barracks in outlying districts were closed down by the British authorities.

In Dublin, a genuine police force, the Dublin Metropolitan Police, functioned in place of the RIC, and the political espionage work was done by detectives. Already Michael Collins, Adjutant General, Director of Organisation and later Director of Intelligence, was in touch with some of these men, who had actually become agents of ours, whose services were invaluable; and through these men he was able to nullify the efforts of those who were working against us and to learn the secrets of the enemy. Later, after repeated warnings, some of the most dangerous enemy agents met their deaths. The city was afterwards filled with intelligence officers and Secret Service men from England, but these, for the most part proved very ineffective, and those who proved dangerous were finally baffled and unmasked, and paid the penalty.

To finance the various activities of the Irish government, including the army, a National Loan was floated, the target for Ireland being £250,000. The British declared the loan illegal and used every means in their power to suppress the work and capture those engaged in it; but, despite these efforts, the Minister for Finance, Michael Collins, raised in Ireland a sum of £379,000.

In the United States, to which Mr de Valera had secretly made his way in the summer of 1919, it was at first proposed to raise a million dollars for the National Loan, but Mr de Valera asked that the ‘target’ should be raised to five million. He toured the various cities in every part of the United States, and was everywhere received with great enthusiasm, not only by Irish-Americans, but by many other persons prominent in American public life. The great sum asked for the National Loan was subscribed, the Irish case was explained to the people of America and widespread sympathy was won for the cause of Irish freedom.

Already, before the establishment of Dáil Éireann, Volunteers and political prisoners tried before British courts, civil or military, had ‘refused to recognise the court’ and demanded to be treated as prisoners of war, and, when this was refused, gone on hunger strike. A number of hunger strikes by large bodies of Irish prisoners had resulted in general releases of those concerned. In some cases, bodies of prisoners had carried out active resistance to their custodians. A number of important prisoners escaped from various Irish and English prisons, usually with assistance from Volunteers outside. In fact the British prison system in Ireland was undermined and broken up, and a number of members of prison staffs were working in collusion with our men.

In October 1920, occurred the heroic death, on hunger strike in Brixton prison, of Terence MacSwiney, Lord Mayor of Cork, an event which attracted attention to, and evoked sympathy with, Ireland’s fight all over the world.

Another blow against the British administration was the boycotting of the law courts and the setting up of ‘republican courts’, to which litigants flocked, sure of inexpensive justice, and before which solicitors and barristers appeared. At a later date many men refused to serve on juries and court sessions had to be abandoned. When the atrocities of British agents had aroused public opinion, a large number of ‘justices of the peace’ (then, as still in England, occupying an honorary position) resigned their commissions.

As the RIC ceased to function, some lawless men tried to take advantage of the situation, and Óglaigh na hÉireann found themselves called on to enforce justice and maintain order in the evacuated countrysides. Robbers and other offenders were seized and dealt with, and finally a body called ‘republican police’ was formed, which functioned until the Truce.

Dáil Éireann now declared the collection of income tax by British officials in Ireland illegal and ordered all to refuse to pay it. The British found it impossible to take effective action against a wholesale refusal of payment. In April 1920, income tax offices all over Dublin, and in every part of Ireland, were raided by armed men and all the papers and records destroyed. On the same night no fewer than 315 evacuated RIC barracks were destroyed by fire. Not many days later, thirty more income tax offices were similarly treated and ninety-five more evacuated barracks burned down.

The secret organ of Óglaigh na hÉireann, An t-Óglach, of which I was editor, first appeared in August 1918, and was published regularly from that time to the Truce, except for an interval of six months spent by me in an English prison (from which I at length escaped). Originally appearing twice a month, it later became a weekly publication. We had our secret printing office and printers, who were never discovered by the enemy. This paper helped the men of the army to keep in touch with GHQ, and gave them information, instruction and encouragement not otherwise available. An army publicity department was organised which regularly supplied information to friendly journalists, Irish and foreign, and supplied reports to the government publicity department. 

The intelligence department was greatly helped by the work of members employed in the postal service in Ireland, in London and even on the mail boats. Among many other things, enemy correspondence and communications were systematically ‘tapped’.

The work of the army received much useful assistance from the women’s organisation, Cumann na mBan, and the boy’s organisation, Fianna Éireann, which latter proved a training ground for young recruits to the fighting forces as they reached military age.

At the end of 1919 the British government decided on a new plan of campaign to counter the progress of the struggle for independence. It was decided to adopt a secret policy of assassination against the leaders of the army of Ireland. The intelligence department of our army was able to obtain full proof of the machinations of English agents, the first result of whose conspiracy was the murder of Tomás MacCurtain, Lord Mayor of Cork, in March 1920. At the same time a reign of terror was instituted by the RIC of Thurles, who carried out a number of outrages on unarmed people and even murders. Another British policy was the system of unofficial ‘reprisals’. Wherever members of the IRA effected a coup, outrages were carried out on civilians in the locality by ‘crown forces’. The British government pretended that these were cases of their forces ‘getting out of hand’ under great provocation. It was not yet prepared to take full responsibility for actions which, however, it had not only authorised but instigated.

By this time a large number of barracks in various parts of the country had been taken by storm, in some cases after hours of siege, by bodies of Volunteers with rifles, shotguns and the aid of explosives. The object of these attacks, apart from the destruction of the buildings, was the acquiring of arms and ammunition, which were scarce enough in every area. The RIC who surrendered were only disarmed and released. Parties of British soldiers were also attacked and disarmed. In many towns in the south, after such occurrences, British troops were let loose on the place, carrying out looting and burnings – which, however, paled into insignificance compared with what was yet to come.

In the besieging of RIC barracks, those who did not possess weapons, and many whose age precluded active service, were able to give valuable assistance by intelligence work: scouting, carrying messages, trenching or blocking roads and cutting wires. It was fortunate that in those days no barracks possessed wireless installations.

The first permanent body of fighting men was formed in Dublin in the summer of 1919, being attached to the intelligence department, under the name of ‘The Squad’, and many important and dangerous tasks were carried out by this body. At general headquarters the functioning of the intelligence department had become of paramount importance. As all the plots of the enemy were hatched in Dublin, and the details were planned there, it became of immense value to get any inside information on this matter, and we already had agents in every branch of the enemy administration, civil and military. A number of members of the political branch of the detective force were working hard for the IRA, and even the Secret Service was undermined. Raid after raid, however secretly planned, proved futile, as our intelligence department had information in advance and was able to warn those who were to be arrested. Spies and informers were speedily unmasked and met a well-deserved fate.

Early in 1920 a number of typed ‘death notices’ on Dáil Éireann notepaper were sent to men prominently identified with the struggle for independence. Our intelligence department was able to ascertain that these notices were typed in Dublin Castle, and even the room in which they were typed and the machine with which it was done. The notepaper had been seized on the premises of Dáil Éireann in Harcourt Street at an earlier date.

The number of members of Óglaigh na hÉireann was its highest in 1918, in face of the menace of conscription, though only a small proportion of these was armed. It was at this time that the brigades were organised in separate brigade areas. After the war, when the danger of conscription had passed, the membership was smaller, but those who remained were the most earnest and enthusiastic, as later events were to prove.

Late in 1919, the first steps were taken to form permanent ‘columns’ in brigade areas, and this proved a move of immense importance. These columns, moving about their area and carrying out attacks, ambushes and raids, achieved many notable triumphs, and gradually conditions in some parts of Ireland assumed the character of guerrilla warfare, in which the columns, bravely and capably led, showed the greatest military skill and efficiency in that particular style of warfare. The local Volunteers in each district co-operated with them in their various operations, and the civilian population gladly gave housing and hospitality to their members and facilitated their work in many ways.

The normal strength of the RIC was about 12,000 men, but owing to wholesale resignations and the difficulty of getting new recruits, the number had dwindled to fewer than 10,000. Hundreds of barracks had been evacuated, and had been destroyed by our forces, others had been captured by force, and still the retreat went on. The English government now began to advertise for recruits for the RIC in England, offering very exceptional terms of pay and advantages. By June 1920, the country was full of these recruits. As RIC uniforms were not yet available for them, they were dressed in khaki, with black RIC belts and caps. Hence arose the popular nickname for them: ‘Black and Tans’. When this name began to be associated with robbery, murder and every kind of outrage, they adopted it themselves with enthusiasm. A large number of these men were drawn from the criminal classes and the dregs of the population of English cities. With their assistance the ‘new policy’ of murders, lootings, burnings of houses and ‘reprisals’ made striking progress – though the ‘reprisals’ were still supposed to be ‘unofficial’.

A special journal, The Weekly Summary, published in Dublin Castle, was issued to these men, inciting them to murder and outrage. Its contents, as a responsible government organ, were almost unbelievable.

Another force formed at the same time was the ‘Auxiliaries’, men with higher pay and a distinctive uniform. They also wore khaki at first, with a Glengarry cap, but later acquired a blue uniform. They were more formidable than the ordinary ‘Black and Tans’ because of their superior intelligence and courage. They operated in various parts of the country, but particularly in Dublin, where they were a familiar sight whirling around in lorries, raiding and ‘holding up’. Even some members of that body developed sympathy with the IRA and gave us information and assistance.

A British general, in a letter captured by our intelligence department, referred to ‘the new policy – stamping out terrorism by secret murder’. In 1920 a number of murders of Irish citizens in Dublin, and in the country, were carried out in pursuance of this ‘new policy’. Our intelligence department obtained a complete list of those concerned in this murder plot who were living in Dublin, and on 21 November 1920, the day known as ‘Bloody Sunday’, they were visited in their homes and shot dead. By way of ‘reprisal’ the Auxiliaries rode to Croke Park that afternoon in lorries, where a huge crowd of men, women and children was watching a football match between Dublin and Tipperary, and fired on the crowd, killing fourteen and wounding about sixty. The capture and murder by the enemy of the Dublin brigadier and vice-brigadier, Dick McKee and Peadar Clancy, at this date was a great blow to our army. Oscar Traynor was chosen as the new brigadier.

An active service unit of the Dublin Brigade, originally consisting of fifty men, was now formed and operated effectively. Of course their methods and armament were quite different from those of the columns. They carried not rifles but revolvers and hand grenades, for the manufacture of which latter a factory was now working.

For a long time previously the people of Dublin had been accustomed to seeing lorries of soldiers and Auxiliaries in the streets, with their rifles pointed out at the populace. The IRA hesitated to attack them, owing to the danger to the civilian population. Ultimately, when circumstances became critical, street ambushes were decided on, and became a frequent, almost an everyday occurrence, in various parts of the city. Shortly before the Truce, ‘The Squad’ and the ASU were incorporated in one body known as the ‘Guard’.

In 1921 the total number of British regular troops in Ireland exceeded 35,000, and the RIC had to contend with nearly 50,000 men, well armed and equipped, occupying cities and towns, fortified places and points of vantage throughout the country. This does not include the Dublin Metropolitan Police, nearly 1,200 strong.

The British authorities had no idea of our actual strength, and were inclined to exaggerate it greatly; and many of our own people shared this delusion. The English Prime Minister, Mr David Lloyd George, declared in a speech in the House of Commons that they had to contend with ‘two hundred thousand armed men’. Had that indeed been the case, then we could have achieved wonders, considering what we did with our small numbers and poor armament.

Even taking all the actual members of the IRA into account, we were outnumbered by considerably more than two to one; but to reckon our effective strength in terms of numbers would be very misleading. In many areas the Volunteers, however zealous and courageous, were unable to do much owing to their shortage of arms and ammunition – and, sometimes, owing to local circumstances. In fact there was hardly an area in the country where shortage of ammunition was not felt – and it was one of the most important tasks of general headquarters, besides intelligence, to import and distribute arms, ammunition and explosives. Agents were sent to England and Scotland, and received valuable assistance from Irishmen there, and Irish sailors on the cross-channel steamers constituted a regular branch of the army, smuggling in arms and ammunition and other military supplies – and sometimes secretly transporting men backward and forward between the two countries.

The IRA and IRB in England and Scotland gave valuable assistance in many ways besides this, as when they organised prison escapes and rescues, carried out reprisals in England by burning the houses of Black and Tans, and destroyed by fire a number of warehouses at Liverpool docks.

In Belfast and other centres in north-east Ulster, the republican forces had a peculiarly difficult and dangerous task, since they had to contend with the hostility not only of British crown forces, but the larger portion of the surrounding population; and many of their activities were followed by ‘reprisals’ by Orange mobs, on a greater scale than, and just as savage as, the Black and Tans. When a murderer of Tomás MacCurtain, District Inspector Swanzy, was shot dead in Lisburn, a mob burned and looted the houses of Catholics; and later there was an Orange ‘pogrom’ in Derry, which ended in casualties to the attackers. Despite these difficulties, the IRA in Belfast – and other areas – continued their activities, and carried out many successful coups.

When partition was established by the Government of Ireland Act of 1920, a boycott of Belfast firms, and even banks, was declared and enforced in the rest of Ireland, with such success as to alarm the partitionists. Indeed Sir James Craig, the first Premier of the six-county government, came secretly to Dublin, and obtained an interview with Mr de Valera, in the hope of coming to an agreement; but Orange diehards, learning of this, took alarm, and the hopes of agreement ended.

The burning of Patrick Street, the city hall and other places in Cork city as a ‘reprisal’ for an IRA ambush, on 11 December 1920, and the outrages and lootings that accompanied it, was one of many such cases, but it created a sensation outside Ireland. The English chief secretary declared that the identity of the sackers of Cork was not known; but shortly after that ‘unofficial’ reprisals ceased and ‘official’ reprisals, carried out by the regular troops, were substituted as a policy.

It was at this time, December 1920, that the English Prime Minister, Mr Lloyd George, secretly offered to the IRA through the Most Rev. Dr Clune, Archbishop of Perth, Western Australia, a truce similar to that agreed to in July 1921. The offer was conveyed to Arthur Griffith, Acting President, then in Mountjoy prison, who reported it to Michael Collins whom, on his arrest, he had appointed as his substitute. Before an agreement was arrived at, the diehard element in the British Cabinet insisted on a surrender of arms by our men and the negotiations broke down. A new campaign of terrorism was started.

Many murders and outrages were committed by British agents during this period. One atrocity which excited widespread horror and indignation was the murder, in the presence of their wives, of George Clancy, Mayor, and Michael O’Callaghan, ex-Mayor of Limerick, in March 1921. According to the late General Crozier, Commanding Officer of the Auxiliaries, who resigned in protest over the abuses and irregularities in his forces, a plot was also hatched, and nearly succeeded, to murder the Most Rev. Dr Fogarty, Bishop of Killaloe, whose sympathy with our cause was fearlessly shown at all times.

Execution of prisoners tried by court-martial now became frequent. In the south martial law was declared. It was never quite clear to me what difference this made, as the military were equally in complete control, and equally a law to themselves in other areas. In Dublin ‘curfew’ was introduced in the summer of 1920, following a shooting affray between police and Volunteers. In the summer of 1921 curfew in Dublin lasted from 8 p.m. till 6 a.m., during which time the streets were patrolled by lorries. This did not prevent members of the IRA carrying out some operations during the ‘prohibited’ hours. In Cork city the curfew regulations and hours were even more drastic.

All this time those members of Dáil Éireann who were available held secret sessions in various buildings in Dublin, and the different departments of the republican government functioned, each in its own ‘underground’ office. Communication between the various offices was carried out by messengers, usually youths mounted on bicycles, whose courage and presence of mind were often called for in the vital work they had to do. Late in December 1920, Mr de Valera returned secretly from the United States, to which he had gone in May 1919, and the president’s department was again added to the list of secret offices.

The various departments of general headquarters of the IRA carried on their work in a similar manner. The highest officers and directors of departments had offices and staffs and messengers, and there were, besides, what were sometimes called ‘republican post-offices’, shops where letters might be safely left to be collected by the IRA orderlies and subordinate officers. We had besides, several bomb factories and a number of arsenals in various places in the cities. Workers employed at the railway stations and on the trains, who were in the IRA, were responsible for ‘communications’, conveying messages to and from every part of the country, and keeping headquarters in touch with the various active brigades. This work of ‘communications’ was, of course, of vital importance, and, apart from the regular railway system, motor transport was also employed in some cases.

Acknowledgement should also be made of the great assistance given by doctors and hospital nurses, particularly in tending the wounded, concealing their presence from the enemy and helping their escape.

Many Irish men and women, who could help in no other way, helped with their money by assisting the dependants of republican prisoners, and by contributing generously to the ‘White Cross’, a fund started to aid those who had suffered as the result of enemy outrages, burnings and lootings and the ‘unofficial’ and ‘official’ reprisals. By this time the outrages of the Black and Tans had aroused protests even from those who had been reared in the pro-British tradition; and many who would not be suspected of national sympathies took steps to convey to the British government their disapproval of its policy.

Many striking operations, too numerous to refer to, were carried out by the IRA in Dublin and in other parts of Ireland, despite the drastic action of a powerful enemy, the numerous executions and murders, and other atrocities. Finally, on 25 May 1921, occurred an operation which is often regarded as a landmark in the history of the Anglo-Irish war.

In 1918, when confronted with the menace of conscription, Brigadier Dick McKee laid before general headquarters a plan to seize and destroy the Custom House, worked out to the smallest detail. In Easter 1920, when the plan to raid income tax offices was being drafted, it was proposed to revive this plan and include the Custom House in the list of offices; but a strong military guard had been placed on it, which rendered this impracticable. In May 1921, this plan was revived and on 25 May the Custom House was raided and set on fire, and all financial and other records of a large number of British government departments were destroyed. As I wrote in An t-Óglach at the time: ‘The burning of the Custom House symbolised the final collapse of English civil administration in this country.’

Apparently the British government realised this, and thought the time opportune for renewing their overtures of December 1920. The pressure of public opinion abroad, and particularly in the United States, was beginning to be felt, and a great many liberal-minded Englishmen were growing restive at the reports from Ireland. Furthermore, the bulk of the English people were still war weary after four years of life-and-death struggle in the First World War and its aftermath, and did not relish a war so close to their own borders, keeping so many of their young men in the army on a war footing.

The British parliament had passed a ‘Government of Ireland Act’, better known in Ireland as ‘the Partition Act’, setting up two subordinate parliaments with limited powers in Ireland, and an ‘election’ was declared. Republican candidates for Dáil Éireann were returned unopposed for every constituency outside Ulster, and many for the northern province. The new Dáil Éireann continued to meet secretly, ignoring British legislation. Despite this flouting, the British government attained one object by their Act, the setting up of a separate ‘government’ in six counties of Ulster, before opening negotiations with the Irish nation’s representatives.

In June 1921, a British officer in charge of a patrol arrested Mr de Valera and brought him to Dublin Castle. He was shortly afterwards released, and the English Prime Minister, Mr David Lloyd George, addressed a public letter to him on 24 June, inviting him, with any colleagues he might select, to a conference ‘to discuss the possibility of a settlement’. This was the beginning of a correspondence and meetings which resulted in the agreement of a truce between representatives of the Irish and English army at the English military general headquarters in Parkgate Street, Dublin. It was the end of the Anglo-Irish War, and the first formal recognition by the British of the Irish forces as belligerents since the Siege of Limerick in 1691. This fact alone renders the Truce of 11 July 1921, a memorable triumph.

In this severely summarised narrative I have endeavoured to make clear the background, atmosphere, developments and chain of events which constituted the history of Ireland during a vital period. It is a history of which the various exciting episodes narrated in this book are important and interesting chapters. Many of these dramatic episodes are recounted by those who acted a part in them, others on first-hand evidence. Taken together they form a series of pictures of a period which gives material not only for the historian, but the student of social science, the dramatist, novelist and poet.



THE CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS OF THE NATIONAL STRUGGLE

by General Seán MacEoin, TD 

(formerly Vice-Brigadier and Director of Operations Longford Brigade IRA and O/C Longford Brigade flying column) 

FEW PEOPLE REALISE today what was the constitutional basis on which the national struggle was waged in the period 1919 to the Truce. When the government of the Republic of Ireland issued its proclamation in 1916, the signatories gave just their names, without stating the offices or ministries which they held in the government of the Republic. Each signatory held a particular office and appointment. Amongst the signatories to the proclamation was the president of the Republic, ministers of the various offices of state, and a commander-in-chief of the army. Though they described themselves as a ‘Provisional Government’, there is no doubt whatever that each man held an appointment or office similar to those held today by the head of the state and by the various ministers.

When, in December 1918, the Irish people got an opportunity to elect an independent parliament, they did so by an overwhelming majority in practically all of Ireland, and though, when it assembled on 21 January 1919, some of the elected members of parliament refused to take their seats in the First Dáil, as that parliament was officially named, their absence did not lessen its validity. When the First Dáil met it carried out the same procedure which is followed today. The election of a ceann comhairle was proceeded with, and Cathal Brugha became the first holder of that office. Father O’Flanagan opened the session with a prayer invoking the divine blessing upon that first elected parliament of the Irish people. The roll was then called. All elected representatives, from Antrim to Cork and from Dublin to Galway, had already been summoned to attend and their names were called. The constitution for the Dáil was submitted and approved. The Declaration of Independence proclaimed in 1916 was confirmed and was published in a new form in Irish, French and English. Delegates representing the Irish nation were appointed to the peace conference in Paris, and a message of peace and goodwill was sent to all the free nations in the world. A democratic programme was enacted and in the report of that programme is the first official recognition of a president of the Republic. It is given on page 22 of the official report of that first session which contains the phrase: ‘We declare, in the words of the Irish Republican Proclamation, the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, and to the unfettered control of Irish destinies, to be indefeasible, and, in the language of our first president, Pádraig Mac Piarais, we declare that the nation’s sovereignty extends not only to all men and women of the nation, but to all its material possessions, the nation’s soil and all its resources.’ In this quotation it is clearly established that we had a symbolic and executive head of the state in its first president.

The second session of the Dáil was held on 22 January, when standing orders were approved and a government or ministry was appointed. Cathal Brugha was elected president of the Ministry pro tempore, as reported on page 26 of the official report. The following ministers were appointed: Finance, Eoin MacNeill; Home Affairs, Michael Collins; Foreign Affairs, Count Plunkett; National Defence, Richard Mulcahy. On the same date, Seán T. O’Kelly, our present president of Ireland, was appointed ceann comhairle in succession to Cathal Brugha.

The next meeting of the Dáil was held in private in the Mansion House, Dublin, on 1 April 1919. Seán T. O’Kelly was confirmed as ceann comhairle. The priomh-aire, or prime minister, was then nominated, and Éamon de Valera, member for East Clare, was elected. On the following day, as stated on page 36 of the official report, the Prime Minister submitted the names of his ministers for the approval of the Dáil. Each Minister was proposed and seconded by a deputy of the House and approved by vote of the House, as follows:

Secretary for Home Affairs, Art Ó Griobhtha. Proposed by Liam de Róiste (Cork city). Seconded by P. Ó Maille (Connemara). Approved. 

Secretary for Defence, Cathal Brugha. Proposed by J. MacGuinness (Longford). Seconded by Piaras Béaslaí (East Kerry). Approved.

Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Count N.G. Plunkett. Proposed by A. Griffith (East Cavan). Seconded by P. Ó Maille (Connemara). Approved.

Secretary for Labour, Countess Markievicz. Proposed by Liam de Róiste (Cork city). Seconded by S. Etchingham (East Wicklow). Approved.

Secretary for Industries, Eoin MacNeill. Proposed by Cathal Brugha (County Waterford). Seconded by Seán MacEntee (South Monaghan). Approved.

Secretary for Finance, Micheal Ó Coileáin. Proposed by A. McCabe (South Sligo). Seconded by H. Boland (South Roscommon). Approved.

Secretary for Local Government, Liam MacCosgair. Proposed by John Mahony (South Fermanagh). Seconded by R.C. Barton (West Wicklow). Approved.

Heads of Departments: Propaganda, L. Ginnell; Agriculture, R.C. Barton.

On 4 April it was decided to publish the names of the ministers or secretaries of state.

There is in the foregoing a clear picture of a properly elected and democratic government established by the votes of the people to guard the interests and rights of the Irish nation and its citizens and to speak both internally and externally on their behalf. It is difficult to realise today that the situation was not fully appreciated at the time by a great number of people, including some who had taken a very prominent part in bringing it about. It was not realised by all that there was a symbolic head, or president, of the Republic at that time, just as definitely as there had been one who signed the proclamation of 1916. The fact that the head of that government was described as a priomh-aire, or prime minister, should have been a clear indication to all reasonable and intelligent people that he was Prime Minister to a President.

I do not propose to give that person’s name in this article, but I wish to stress the fact that it was by his orders that I was directed, at the meeting of An Dáil in August 1921, to propose that Éamon de Valera be elected president of the Republic. This motion was seconded by Richard Mulcahy. From the date of the proclamation of the Republic in 1916 until the assembly of the First Dáil in January 1919, the government of the Republic was in the hands of the supreme council of the IRB, to whose president all members had sworn obedience and allegiance as the titular head of the Republic. Owing to the fact that the country was under enemy occupation at the time, the democratic election of a republican government was an impossibility and the IRB government was in fact a predecessor of the many patriot underground governments which functioned and received recognition during the recent war. During this period the armed forces of the Republic consisted of the Volunteers, under the control of their own elected executive, and the circles of the IRB, under their centres.

An entirely new situation arose with the assembly of the First Dáil and its re-affirmation of the declaration of the Republic and its acceptance of the social principles embodied therein. There was then in existence an established government appointed by the legally elected representatives of the people, and to that government the supreme council of the IRB at once voluntarily ceded all its powers except one. The president of the IRB continued to be regarded by the Brotherhood as the president of the Republic until 1921, when, as I have already stated, Éamon de Valera was nominated and elected to succeed him.

This prompt and voluntary cession of its powers, in the moment of triumph, by a secret revolutionary body, has few parallels in history, and nothing could demonstrate more clearly the high patriotic motives that inspired the supreme council. This voluntary abdication in favour of the new government has never been fully understood by the public.

Having voluntarily divested itself of its executive powers at the commencement of 1919, the supreme council of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, however, did not itself dissolve until five years later. As long as the struggle continued, there was danger that the elected government and Dáil might, at any moment, find themselves extinguished by enemy action, and, should this happen, the supreme council held itself in readiness to carry on the fight as a ‘caretaker’ government.

The British declared war upon the Irish people and their government by proclaiming the Dáil, forbidding it to meet or function, and by proceeding to arrest, intern and destroy, in so far as it lay in their power to do so, every prominent member of the Dáil or of the armed forces established under the Ministry of Defence. The IRB and the Irish Volunteers were already in being and constituted a ready-made army determined to support and defend the Irish people and their government against all enemies, whomsoever.

At various meetings of the Dáil, as reported in the first, second and third volumes of the Dáil Debates, each Minister made written reports on the administration of his department, with the exception of the Minister for Defence, who made oral reports. In one of those verbal reports he informed the Dáil that the enemy was attempting to draw the Irish army into a defensive action suitable to the British, but added that his department intended to use ‘their own methods’.

It is true that it was not until the private session of August 1919 that the oath of allegiance to the Republic was decided upon, but it was agreed that it must be taken by: (1) all Dáil deputies; (2) the Volunteers; (3) the officials and clerks of the Dáil; (4) any other body or individual who, in the opinion of the Dáil, should take the same oath. These decisions are reported on page 151 of the Dáil Debates for 20 August 1919.

The oath of allegiance was taken by the deputies and officials in October 1919, and thereby was concluded the building of a parliamentary and governmental institution. At that meeting the British proclamation banning the Dáil was announced, and authority was given to the Minister for Defence to undertake the task of defending the nation from this aggression. The Volunteer army, which then became known as the Irish Republican Army, was organised throughout the thirty-two counties and had been formed into brigades, battalions and companies. Accordingly, not alone had we a properly constituted government, but we also had a properly constituted national army, all members of which had taken the oath of allegiance prescribed by the government and parliament of the people. Hereunder is given the personnel of the headquarters, brigade staffs as entered on the roll of the headquarters, brigade and battalion staffs as entered on the roll of the director of organisation from January 1919 onwards. This roll, which is still in my possession, dates from January 1919, and is in the handwriting of Eamonn Price and Diarmuid O’Hegarty. It is, to the best of my belief, the only written record of its date, and its authorship is a guarantee of its accuracy; but it must be remembered that promotions, removals, additions and other alterations were very numerous between the commencement of the year 1919 and the Truce. Blanks are entered where the records were not kept or where organisation was not complete by January 1919. The numerals before the names of the officers denote ranks as follows: (1) brigade O/C or battalion O/C; (2) vice O/C; (3) adjutant; (4) quartermaster.

Headquarters Staff: Chief of Staff, Richard Mulcahy; Adjutant General, Gearóid O’Sullivan; Quartermaster-General, Seán McMahon; Director of Intelligence, Michael Collins. Other members of the staff included: J.J. (‘Ginger’) O’Connell, Diarmuid O’Hegarty, Liam Mellows, Eamonn Price, Rory O’Connor, Seán Russell, Michael Staines, Piaras Béaslaí, Seamus Donovan and, ex-officio, the O/C Dublin Brigade.

Cork No. 1 Brigade: (1) Seán O’Hegarty, (2) M. Leahy, (3) Florence O’Donoghue, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Cork city): (1) Dan Donovan, (2) Tom Crofts, (3) ———, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion (Cork city): (1) Michael Murphy, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalions (Srelane): (1) ———, (2) ——— (3) ———, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Cobh): (1) M. Leahy, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Whitechurch): (1) —— MacNamara, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 6th Battalion (Firmount): (1) J. O’Leary, (2) —— —, (3) Jim Barrett, (4) P. Collins. 7th Battalion (Macroom): (1) —— —, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 8th Battalion (Kilnamartyra): (1) Pat Sullivan, (2) ——— (3) ———, (4) ———. 9th Battalion (Rochestown): (1) Richard O’Mahony, (2) Denis Lordan, (3) Henry O’Mahony, (4) J. Barrett.

Cork No. 2 Brigade: (1) Seán Moylan, (2) George Power, (3) —— —, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Fermoy): (1) ———, (2) M.S. Keane, (3) ———, (4) Cors Leddy. 2nd Battalion (Mallow): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Castletownroche): (1) ———, (2) Eamon Creed, (3) ———, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Charleville): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Kanturk): (1) Denis Lyons, (2) Denis Murphy, (3) ———, (4) M. Courtney. 6th Battalion (Newmarket): (1) ———, (2) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 7th Battalion (Millstreet): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———.

Cork No. 3 Brigade: (1) Charles Hurley (acting for Tom Hales), (2) Ted Sullivan, (3) Liam Deiseach, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Bandon): (1) John Hales, (2) M. O’Neill, (3) James O’Mahony, (4) Tady O’Sullivan. 2nd Battalion (Clonakilty): (1) Batt Murphy, (2) —— Murphy, (3) James Hurley, (4) Pat O’Keeffe. 3rd Battalion (Dunmanway): (1) John Murphy, (2) S. Crowley, (3) Pat O’Brien, (4) Dan Hourihan. 4th Battalion (Skibbereen): (1) ———, (2) Cornelius Connolly, (3) Florence O’Donoghue, (4) Patrick O’Sullivan. 5th Battalion (Bantry): (1) Maurice Donegan (Tom Ward), (2) Thomas Ward, (3) James Spillane, (4) Pat O’Sullivan. 6th Battalion (Castletownbere): (1) Peter O’Neill, (2) William O’Neill. (3) John O’Sullivan, (4) Daniel O’Sullivan. 7th Battalion (Schull): (1) John Lehane, (2) William Murphy, (3) Gibbs Ross, (4) John McCarthy.

Clare East Brigade: (1) A. Brennan, (2) Thomas McGrath, (3) Joe Brennan. (4) Seán Murnane (J. Hannon). 1st Battalion (Newmarket-on-Fergus): (1) M. Murray, (2) —— McInerney, (3) J.J. Hogan, (4) M. Brennan. 2nd Battalion (Cratloe): (1) J. McNamara, (2) J. McCormack, (3) —— Rochford, (4) F. Ryan. 3rd Battalion (Ogonelloe): (1) Jack Ryan, (2) P. Donnellan, (3) Thomas Menaha, (4) James Scanlon. 4th Battalion (Scariff): (1) Seán O’Halloran, (2) ———, (3) Mick Mahon, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Tulla): (1) Timothy Burns, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 6th Battalion (Killenanagh): (1) H. O’Mara, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———.

Clare Mid Brigade (1) Frank Barrett, (2) Peadar O’Loughlin, (3) Joe Barrett (4) Seán O’Keefe. 1st Battalion (Ennis): (1) Con McMahon, (2) Liam Stack, (3) Michael Foley, (4) Michael McGuan. 2nd Battalion (Darragh) (Ballyea): (1) Pat Costello, (2) Michael Barrett, (3) Vesty Barrett, (4) Michael McMahon. 3rd Battalion (Corofin): (1) Seán Casey, (2) Peadar O’Brien, (3) John Monihan, (4) Michael Hegarty. 4th Battalion (Ennistymon): (1) Ignatius O’Neill, (2) Pake Lehane, (3) Anthony Malone, (4) Stephen Gallagher. 5th Battalion (Kilshanny): (1) Andrew O’Donoghue, (2) Thomas Shalloo, (3) Peter O’Brien, (4) Peter Considine. 6th Battalion (Ballyvaughan): (1) Seán McNamara, (2) T. Dillon, (3) Pat Hurley, (4) John Nestor.

Clare West Brigade: (1) J. Liddy, (2) Pádraig Clancy, (3) J. O’Durfer, (4) Pádraig Burke. 1st Battalion (Cranny): (1) James O’Dea, (2) M.C. Falihee, (3) ———, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion (Tullycrine): (1) Jack Flannagan, (2) Jack O’Donnell, (3) James Lorigan, (4) P. McNamara. 3rd Battalion (Cooraclare): (1) Dan Sheedy, (2) Tom Martin, (3) Mick McGrath, (4) Connor Whelan. 4th Battalion (Mullagh): (1) Chris McCarthy, (2) H. McKenna, (3) Dan Montgomery, (4) Patrick O’Dea. 5th Battalion (Carrigaholt): (1) James Talty, (2) M. McMahon (P. McGrath), (3) D.S. Conroy, (4) ———.

Kerry No. 1 Brigade: (1) P.J. Cahill, (2) Joe Melinn, (3) D. O’Sullivan, (4) W. Mullins. 1st Battalion (Tralee): (1) Dan Healy, (2) M. Doyle, (3) M. Fleming, (4) P. Barry. 2nd Battalion (Dingle): (1) An Seabhac, (2) M. Moriarty, (3) —— Fitzgerald, (4) M. Keane. 3rd Battalion (Castlegregory): (1) T. Brosnan, (2) D. Rohan, (3) M. Duhig, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Listowel): (1) P. Landers, (2) M. O’Brien, (3) J. Sugrue, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Ardfert): (1) T. Clifford, (2) P. McKenna, (3) J. Carmody, (4) Batt MacElligott. 6th Battalion (Killorglin): (1) F. Doherty, (2) T. Connor, (3) B. Dwyer, (4) —— Scully. 7th Battalion (Lixnaw): (1) S. O’Grady, (2) T. Kennedy (or Kennealy), (3) —— Shanahan, (4) —— Mangan.

Kerry No. 2 Brigade: (1) D. Mahony, (2) D. Dennehy, (3) R. Devane, (4) Humphrey Murphy. 1st Battalion (Castleisland): (1) T. O’Connor, (2) ———, (3) —— Sullivan, (4) J. Mahony. 2nd Battalion (Firies): (1) P. Riordan, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Killarney): (1) M. Spillane. (2) M.J. Sullivan, (3) Pat O’Shea, (4) Jim Coffey. 4th Battalion (Rathmore): (1) H. Sullivan, (2) J. Kennedy, (3) M. Dennehy, (4) Michael Daly. 5th Battalion (Kenmare): (1) J. Rice, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———, J. Flynn (transport).

Kerry No. 3 Brigade: (Caherciveen Battalion) (1) D. O’Riordan, (2) Denis Daly, (3) S. O’Crian (acting), (Muiris O’Cleary), (4) D. Daly. The following companies were included in the brigade: Caherciveen, Killoe, Ballycarbery, Filemore, Glen, Ballinskelligs, Waterville, Mastergeeha, Portmagee, Caherdaniel, Valentia, Loher, Bahoo.

Limerick East Brigade: (1) Seán de Bhal, (2) D. O’Hannigan, (3) S. McCarthy, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Galbally): (1) Seán Lynch, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion (Kilfinane): (1) Justin McCarthy, (2) ———, (3 ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Kilmallock): (1) Michael Clery, (2) —— Cleary, (3) ———, (4) — ——. 4th Battalion (Bruff): (1) John O’Connor, (2) ——— (James Dwyer), (3) ———, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Kilteely): (1) W. Hayes (Owen O’Keeffe), (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 6th Battalion (Doon): (1) Dan Allis (M. Ryan), (2) Jack Stapleton, (3) ———, (4) ———.

Limerick Mid Brigade: (1) Peadar Dunne, (2) Owen O’Brien, (3) P. Doyle, (4) Jim Gallagher. 1st Battalion: (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) — ——, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion (Limerick city): (1) H. Meany (James O’Brien), (2) J. O’Brien, (3) P. Doyle, (4) —— Rahilly (Wallace). 3rd Battalion (Castleconnell): (1) Seán Carroll, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Patrick’s Well): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Caherconlish): (1) R. O’Connell (Clifford), (2) —— Hennessy, (3) —— Tierney, (4) M. Cremins.

Limerick West Brigade: (1) Seán Finn, (2) Garrett McAuliffe, (3) J. Roche, (4) P. O’Shaughnessy (J. Colbert). 1st Battalion (Newcastle): (1) J. Liston, (2) J. Keilly, (3) P. Mulcahy, (4) J. Kiely (Pat Hayes). 2nd Battalion (Tournafulla): (1) M. Hartnett, (2) —— Aherney, (3) T. Leahy, (4) P. Fitzgerald. 3rd Battalion (Feohanagh): (1) C. Foley, (2) B. Sullivan, (3) ———, (4) M. Sheehy. 4th Battalion (Rathkeale): (1) J. Halpin, (2) W. Fitzgerald, (3) L. Meade, (2) P. O’Shea, (3) J. O’Brien, (4) J. O’Brien.

Tipperary North Brigade: (1) Seán Gaynor, (2) Liam Hoolan, (3) E. O’Leary, (4) F. Flannery. 1st Battalion (Nenagh): (1) Austin McCurtin, (2) Con Spain, (3) Michael Hickey, (4) M. Spain. 2nd Battalion (Toomevara): (1) Jeremiah Collison, (2) Hugh Kelly, (3) P. Kennedy, (4) P. White. 3rd Battalion (Portroe): (1) —— McDonnell, (2) M. Kennedy, (3) —— McDonnell, (4) Dan Costelloe. 4th Battalion (Borrisokane): (1) —— Cronin, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Templederry): (1) P. O’Doherty (S. Capless), (2) Patrick Cash, (3) William Hanley, (4) P. O’Brien. 6th Battalion (Newport): (1) William Gleeson, (2) —— O’Connell, (3) Michael Gantley, (4) E. Maher. 7th Battalion (Roscrea): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———.

Tipperary Mid Brigade: (1) James Lahy, (2) E. McGrath, (3) M. Kennedy, (4) John McCormack. 1st Battalion (Thurles): (1) Jerh Ryan, (2) P. Lahy, (3) William Short, (4) Michael Eustace. 2nd Battalion (Drombane): (1) Pat Kinnane, (2) James Stapleton, (3) Jn Dunne, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Templemore): (1) J. Scott, (2) Michael Egan, (3) Michael Hynes, (4) J. Ryan.

Tipperary South Brigade: (1) Seamus Robinson, (2) ———, (3) Conn Ó Maoldomhnaigh (acting for M. Crowe), (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Tipperary): (1) Seán Duffy, (2) C. Moloney, (3) Tom Ryan, (4) Denis Lacy. 2nd Battalion (Dundrum): (1) T. Dwyer, (2) M. Shehan, (3) Phil Fitzgerald, (4) Jack Ryan (Laurence). 3rd Battalion (Cashel): (1) Seamus O’Neill, (2) J. Grogan, (3) P. Hogan, (4) Pat Casey. 4th Battalion (Clonmel): (1) Frank Drohen, (2) Bill Myles, (3) William Hanrahan, (4) Seamus Kennedy. 5th Battalion (Cahir): (1) —— McGrath, (2) Michael Ledrigan, (3) Will Casey, (4) ———. 6th Battalion (Drangan): (1) T. Donovan, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) — ——. 7th Battalion (Carrick-on-Suir): (1) John O’Keeffe, (2) ———, (3) ———-, (4) ———. 8th Battalion (Rosegreen): (1) J. Davin, (2) P. Quinn, (3) J. Delahunty, (4) J. Purcell.

Waterford East Brigade: (1) W. Walsh, (2) Liam Keane, (3) Michael O’Neill, (4) Seán Lane. 1st Battalion: (1) Patrick Paul, (2) James Morrissey, (3) Seán Power, (4) M. Knox. 2nd Battalion: (1) J. Power, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) P. Hanley. 3rd Battalion: (1) Joseph Rickard, (2) Edward Power, (3) Nicholas Power, (4) Patrick Kennedy. 

Waterford West Brigade: (1) P. Ó Faolain, (2) George Lennon, (3) Philip O’Donnell, (4) —— Mansfield. 1st Battalion (Dungarvan): (1) L. Condon, (2) T.E. Power, (3) —— O’Donnell, (4) P. Lynch. 2nd Battalion (Lismore): (1) P. Morrissey, (2) E. Murphy, (3) T. Duggan, (4) T. Burke. 3rd Battalion (Ardmore): (1) James Mansfield, (2) N. Doyle, (3) Declan Slattery, (4) Rd Mooney.

Carlow Brigade: (1) Eamonn Malone, (2) P. Cosgrave, (3) Seán Hayden, (4) Pat O’Toole. 1st Battalion (Carlow): (1) M. Lennon (L. O’Neill): (2) M. Doorley, (3) ———, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion. (Baltinglass): (1) E. Nolan, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Clonmore): (1) W. O’Donoghue, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Borris) (1) ———, (2) Seán Murphy, (3) ———, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Athy): (1) J. Kavanagh, (2) W. Brennan, (3) ———, (4) ———. 6th Battalion (Suncroft): (1) —— —, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ——— .

Dublin City Brigade: (1) R. Mac Aoi (McKee), (2) O. Traynor, (3) Charles Suarin, (4) P. McQuirk. 1st Battalion (North West): (1) Thomas Byrne, (2) George Irvine, (3) Liam Ó Cearbhall, (4) P. Rooney. 2nd Battalion (North East): (1) Seán Russell, (2) Pádraig Ó Dálaigh (Seán Mooney acting), (3) Hy. Colley, (4) P.T. O’Reilly (acting for Michael McDonnell). 3rd Battalion (South East): (1) Seosamh Ó Conchubhair, (2) Simon Donnelly, (3) —— Guilfoyle, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (South West): (1) Eamon O’Kelly, (2) Chris Byrne (3) Peadar O’Brien, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Sappers): (1) Liam Archer, (2) Jack Plunkett, (3) ———, (4) ———. 6th Battalion (South County): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. Seventh Battalion: (1) Gerald Boland, (2) P. Kavanagh, (3) Jack Hall, (4) Thomas Byrne.

Fingal Brigade: (1) Michael Lynch, (2) Leo Henderson, (3) V. Purfield, (4) ———. 1st Battalion: (1) M. Rock, (2) R. Gaynor, (3) ———, (4) W. Rooney. 2nd Battalion: (1) J. Sheils, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion: (1) ———, (2) T. Mackey, (3) — ——, (4) ———.

Kildare One: (1) P. Clogan, (2) P. Purcell, (3) —— Fay, (4) P. Dunne. Companies and Company Captains: Maynooth. T. McGee, Kilcock; M. Flynn; Leixlip, James Farrell; Cloncurry, Patrick Feeney; Celbridge, Alex Dwyer; Johnstown Bridge, Chris Ford; Carbery, L. Dempsey; Mainham, Patrick Dunn; Straffan, John Logan; Clougharide, Patrick Malone; Broadford, Patrick Cusack.

Kildare Two (Athgarvan): (1) Thomas Harris, (2) M. Smith, (3) Seán Corry, (4) ———. Companies and Company Captains: Athgarvan, M. Cardiff; Ballymore Eustace, Arthur Doran; Newbridge, P. Roche; Naas, J. Rafferty; Prosperous, R. Harris: Robertstown, M. Fitzgerald; Two Mile House, A. Byrne; Valley, J. Kavanagh; Battin, J. Purcell; Blessington, —— O’Connor; Allen, H. Herbert.

Kilkenny Brigade: (1) Thomas Treacy, (2) James Lalor, (3) L. Dardis, (4) E. Comerford. 1st Battalion (City): (1) Tim Hennessy, (2) James Cullen, (3) Thomas Furlong, (4) Patrick Bryan. 2nd Battalion (Castlecomer): (1) George O’Dwyer, (2) M. Delany, (3) Murty Brennan, (4) Michael Fleming. 3rd Battalion (Goresbridge): (1) Martin Kealy, (2) William Canigan, (3) John Cottrell, (4) John Morrisey. 4th Battalion (Mullinavat): (1) M. McGrath, (2) R. Morgan, (3) Denis McDonald, (4) R. Kinneally. 5th Battalion (Callan): (1) James Rowan, (2) J.J. Dunne, (3) John Myles, (4) Patrick Walsh.

Leix Brigade: (1) Michael Gray, (2) Thomas Brady, (3) Martin Lynch, (4) Frank Golding. 1st Battalion (Maryboro): (1) T. O’Neill, (2) P. Pingleton, (3) J. McEvers, (4) M. O’Neill. 2nd Battalion (Clonaslee): (1) J. Gorman, (2) ——— (3) ———, (4) R. McEvoy. 3rd Battalion (Durrow): (1) T. Fennelly, (2) E. McEvoy, (3) J. Campion, (4) J. Fitzpatrick. 4th Battalion (Knocklaide): (1) Lee Brady (also director of organisation), (2) J. Kelly, (3) J. Ramsbottom, (4) J. Hyland. 5th Battalion (Portarlington): (1) J. Scully, (2) ———, (3) D. Flynn, (4) D. Gleeson. 6th Battalion: (1) E. Brennan, (2) F. Morris, (3) ———, (4) ———.

Longford Brigade: (1) Tom Redington, (2) Seán Connolly, (3) James P. Flood, (4) E.J. Cooney. 1st Battalion (Ballinalee): (1) Seán MacEoin, (2) John Murphy, (3) John Duffy, (4) Frank Davis. 2nd Battalion (Longford): (1) James Keenan, (2) Michael Murphy, (3) Andrew Quinn, (4) Thomas Farrell. 3rd Battalion (Lanesboro): (1) Thomas Gibbins, (2) Peter Skelly, (3) Frank McGarry, (4) Patrick Farrell. 4th Battalion (Ardagh): (1) Patrick Ryan, (2) Leo Baxter, (3) Patrick Trott, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Drumlish): (1) P. Kiernan, (2) J.J. Brady, (3) James Mulligan, (4) Frank Whitley.

Louth Brigade (Dundalk Battalion): (1) Seán Gormley, (2) Felix Daw, (3) Jim Kennedy, (4) Tom Rogers. Companies and Company Officers: Dundalk, Tom McGrane; Dundalk B. Owen Clifford; Omearth, P. Oakes; Cooley, James Boyle; Dromiske, P. McAleer; Ravensdale, J. Brennan; Blackrock, Joe Coffey; Ballsmill, Frank Donnelly; Doomisken, J. Kavanagh; Brycrisy, P. Thorne; Louth, P. McKenna. Drogheda Battalion: (1) Pat Murray, (2) George Hughes, (3) Brian Higgins. Grangebellew: (1) P. Byrne, (2) M. Butterly, (3) John Conlon. Termon Fecken: (1) Peter Mooney, (2) Pat Mooney, (3) John King. Duleek: N. Connell. Ardee: (1) Eugene Kavanagh, (2) John Halligan, (3) Owen Doherty. Donneycarney: (1) John McEvoy, (2) M. Kearney, (3) Michael Mehane. Tullyallen: (1) William Tuite, (2) Bernard Mohan, (3) Thomas Downey.

Meath Brigade: (1) Seán Boylan, (2) Seán Hayes, (3) Seamus Finn, (4) Seamus O’Higgins. 1st Battalion (Dunboyne): (1) Bernard Dunne, (2) P. Callaghan, (3) D. Hall, (4) M. Toole. 2nd Battalion (Trim): (1) P. Mooney, (2) Michael Hynes, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Athboy): (1) Michael Fox, (2) Patrick Corrigan, (3) ———, (4) Patrick Carey. 4th Battalion (Kells): (1) P. Farrelly, (2) T. Reilly, (3) M. Cahill, (4) M. Govern. 5th Battalion (Oldcastle): (1) D. Smith, (2) John Farrelly, (3) P. O’Connell, (4) B. Daly. 6th Battalion (Navan): (1) Patrick Fitzsimons (acting), (2) Arthur Levins (acting), (3) Kieran O’Connell (acting), (4) Leo McKenna (acting).

Offaly I Brigade: (1) Seán Kelly (acting), (2) Seamus O’Doona, (3) Liam Fitzpatrick (acting), (4) Thos Dunne. 1st Battalion (Tullamore): (1) Seamus McGuinness, (2) Seamus McGuinness, (3) Seán Talbot, (4) P. Egan. 2nd Battalion (Dangan): (1) Thomas Dunne, (2) Patrick Quinn, (3) James Scully, (4) James O’Brien. 3rd Battalion (Tyrells Pass): (1) P. Byrne, (2) P. Geraghty. (3) P. Lynam, (4) Patrick Carey. 4th Battalion (Edenderry): (1) J. Ryan, (2) L. Powell, (3) G. Bell, (4) D. Murphy.

Offaly II West Brigade: (1) Seán Mahon (acting), (2) ———, (3) Joseph Reddan (acting), (4) Seán Robbins (acting). 1st Battalion (Clara): (1) J. Fleming, (2) R. Morris, (3) R. Wier. (4) J. Finlay. 2nd Battalion (Cloghan): (1) ———. (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Birr): (1) P. Delahunty, (2) P. Riordan, (3) D. Duffy, (4) W. King. 4th Battalion (Kilcormack): (1) M. Kelly, (2) J. Mangan. (3) J. Connolly. (4) M. Cordeal.

Westmeath (Athlone Brigade): (1) Seamus O’Mara, (2) Con Costelloe, (3) J. Manning, (4) Hugh Murtagh. 1st Battalion (Athlone): (1) Bernard Gaffney, (2) Patrick Watson. (3) Michael Cunniffe. (4) Ed Cunniffe. 2nd Battalion (Drumraney): (1) George Bartles (2) —— Connolly, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Summerhill): (1) B. Gaffney, (2) ———, (3) E. Cunniffe, (4) ———.

Westmeath (Mullingar Brigade): (1) D. Burke (J. Maguire) (2) J. Murphy, (3) B. Bagnall, (4) J. Doyle (—— Dunne). 1st Battalion (Mullingar): (1) M. McCoy, (2) H. Killeavy. (3) P. Byrne. (4) ———. 2nd Battalion (Loughinvalley): (1) W. Fox. (2) —— Garry, (3) P. Mahon, (4) —— Connell. 3rd Battalion (Milltown Pass): (1) Jos Bagnall, (2) J. Lennon, (3) P. Bracken, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Castlepollard): (1) P. McCabe, (2) O. Brady, (3) J. Maguire, (4) J. Brogan.

Wexford Brigade: (1) Pilib Ó Lionam, (2) ———, (3) Liam Ó Laoghaire, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Enniscorthy): (1) M.N. Doyle, (2) ———, (3) N. Somers, (4) Ned Doyle. 2nd Battalion (Enniscorthy): (1) P. Murphy (Fitzharris), (2) M. Murphy, (3) P. Brien. (4) J. Daly. 3rd Battalion (Wexford): (1) Tom Cousins, (2) J. Byrne, (3) Thomas Rutherford, (4) Thomas Cadogan. 4th Battalion (Carnew): (1) Tom Brennan, (2) Jos Kavanagh, (3) Pat Brennan, (4) John McGrath. 5th Battalion (Ross): (1) M. Ward, (2) P. Cleary, (3) P. McGrath, (4) E. Roe. 6th Battalion (Ferns): (1) Myles Breen, (2) arrested, (3) —— Dunbar, (4) J. Kelly.

Wicklow ( ): (1) James Geran, (2) P. Byrne, (3) M. Carroll, (4) C.M. Byrne. Companies and Company Officers: Wicklow, T. Hollywood; Roundwood, M. Rooney; Ashford, O. Shortt; Rathdrum, M. Byrne; Laragh, P. Byrne; Gleneally, P. Byrne; Barndarrig, P. Doyle; Avoca, P. Treacy.

Galway I (Connemara West Brigade): P.J. McDonnell, (2) ———, (3) Martin Connolly, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Lettermore): (1) — ——, (2) ———, (3) ——— (4) ———. 2nd Battalion (Lenane): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Clifden): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———.

Galway II (Connemara East Brigade): (1) Michael Thornton, (2) M. Davoran, (3) E. Walsh, (4) M. Flaherty. 1st Battalion (Spiddal): (1) P. Costelloe, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion (Inverin): (1) B. Dillane, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Moycullen): (1) L. Coyne, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) — ——.

Galway III (Galway Brigade): (1) M. Newell, (2) N. Niland, (3) J. Hosty, (4) J. Broderick (Athenry). 1st Battalion (Galway): (1) J. Broderick (city), (2) ———, (3) P. Lally, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion, (Athenry): (1) G. Morrisey (2) ———, (3) J. Barret, (4) S. Jordan. 3rd Battalion (Headford): (1) L. Darcy, (2) ———, (3) P. Dooley, (4) ———.

Galway IV (Gort Brigade): (1) J. McInerney, (2) P. Howley, (3) J. Coen, (4) P. Ruane.

Galway V (Tuam Brigade): (1) Con Fogarty, (2) ———, (3) T. O’Grady, (4) —— Conway. 1st Battalion (Tuam): (1) T. Dunleavy, (2) J. O’Neill, (3) ———, (4) T. Ryan. 2nd Battalion (Dunmore): (1) J. Moloney, (2) ———, (3) —— Glynn, (4) —— Knight.

Galway VI (Ballinasloe Brigade): (1) P. Fitzpatrick, (2) —— —, (3) J. Murphy, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Mount Bellew): (1) J. Haverty, (2) ———, (3) T. Higgins, (4) J. Coppinger. 2nd Battalion (Ballinasloe): (1) P. Byrne, (2) ———, (3) B. Moore, (4) J. Broderick (Aughrim).

Galway VII (Loughrea Brigade): (1) M. O’Keeffe, (2) ———, (3) J. Quinn, (4) P. Coy. 1st Battalion (Loughrea): (1) P. Burke, (2) ———, (3) M. Regan, (4) M. Nevin. 2nd Battalion (Portumna): (1) —— Grace, (2) ———, (3) P. Lahy, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Eyrecourt): (1) M. Kenny, (2) ———, (3) B. Connor, (4) ———.

Leitrim Brigade: (1) Seán Mitchel, (2) Jas Wrenn, (3) Jos O’Beirne, (4) Frank Sweeney. 1st Battalion (Carrigallen): (1) J.J. McGarry, (2) Patrick Doherty, (3) John J. Cooney, (4) Patrick McGovern. 2nd Battalion (Ballinamore): (1) Bernard McGowan, (2) M. Bohan, (3) Francis McGovern, (4) Terence Boyle. 3rd Battalion (Mohill): (1) Francis O’Rourke, (2) Patrick Keville, (3) Gerard Flynn, (4) James Maxwell. 4th Battalion (Drumkeeran): (1) Stephen Flynn, (2) Hugh Wrynne (Rynne), (3) Louis Ward, (4) P.J. McMorrow.

Mayo North Brigade (Ballina): (1) T. Ruane, (2) E. Gannon, (3) P. O’Connell, (4) D. Sheerin. 1st Battalion (Belmullett): (1) Enri Ua Gairín, (2) Martin Moran, (3) Seán Neary, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion (Ballycastle): (1) Dr Crowley, (2) Seán Ó Longáin, (3) A. Ó Feargaill, (4) John Deane. 3rd Battalion (Ballina): (1) George Delany, (2) Matt Delany, (3) Seán Concannon, (4) Patrick O’Beirne. 4th Battalion (Foxford): (1) Dr Ferris, (2) Dr Dunleavy, (3) Seán O’Moran, (4) M. Docartaig. 5th Battalion (Corbally): A. Cleirig, (2) M. Beirne, (3) Seamus Ó Caomanaig, (4) E. O’Hanrahan. 6th Battalion (Crossmolina): (1) Seán O’Flynn, (2) B. O’Hegarty, (3) Éamon Ó Baoghail, (4) —— —. Seventh Battalion (Bangor): (1) Peadar Ó Maille, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) Eamon O’Huston.

Mayo South Brigade (Cross): (1) T. Maguire, (2) C.H. Burke, (3) M. O’Brien. (4) Jos Brennan. 1st Battalion (Cross): (1) ———, (2) — ——, (3) ———, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion (Ballinrobe): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Claremorris): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Balla): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———.

Mayo East Brigade (Kiltimagh): (1) J. Corcoran, (2) ———, (3) A. Flattery, (4) Jos Sheehy. 1st Battalion (Swinford): (1) Thomas Fitzgerald, (2) P. Finn, (3) Dan Caulfield, (4) M. Gallagher. 2nd Battalion (Ballaghadereen): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Kiltimagh): (1) John Walshe, (2) P. Grennan, (3) T. Sheehy, (4) V. Freyne. 4th Battalion (Ballyhaunis): (1) ———, (2) Dominick Byrne, (3) A. Kenny, (4) ———.

Mayo West Brigade: (1) Tom Derrig, (2) Michael McHugh, (3) E. Moane, (4) M. Kilroy. 1st Battalion (Castlebar): (1) Brod Chambers, (2) P. Jordan, (3) H. Merchant, (4) —— Prendergast. 2nd Battalion (Westport): (1) Jos Ring, (2) James Rushe, (3) M. Griffin, (4) P. Lavelle. 3rd Battalion (Newport): (1) P. Foherty, (2) P. Melchrone (3) P. Monaghan, (4) P. Kelly. 4th Battalion (Louisburg): (1) P. Kelly, (2) A. Harney. (3) —— Joyce. (4) —— Lammon.

Roscommon North Brigade: (1) Seamus Ryan, (2) —— Dockery, (3) A. Lavin, (4) M. Killilea. 1st Battalion (Boyle): (1) John Kelly, (2) — ——, (3) ———, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion (Elphin): (1) —— Owens, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Strokestown): (1) Bill O’Doherty, (2) ———, (3) T. Mason, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Crossna): (1) J.J. Doyle, (2) V. Ryan, (3) T. Moran, (4) J. Glynn. 5th Battalion (Carrick-on-Shannon): (1) J. MacCormack (S. Durr acting), (2) D. Meehan, (3) W. Ward, (4) M. Moore.

Roscommon South Brigade: (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Castlerea): (1) Richard Betagh, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) Stephen McDermott. 2nd Battalion (Oran): (1) —— —, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Roscommon): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Knockcroghery): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———.

Sligo Brigade: (1) W. Pilkington, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) —— —. 1st Battalion (Sligo): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) —— —. 2nd Battalion (Grange): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Ballymote): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Gurteen): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) —— —, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Riverstown): (1) T. Duignan, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 6th Battalion (Tobercurry): (1) ———, (2) — ——, (3) ———, (4) ———. 7th Battalion (Ballintogher): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———.

Belfast Brigade: (1) Seán O’Neill, (2) J. McKelvey, (3) Leo Murphy, (4) Arthur Agnew. 1st Battalion: (1) Roger McCurley (R. McCormac), (2) Jos Savage, (3) Hugh Corven, (4) Seamus Woods. 2nd Battalion: (1) R. Maxwell, (2) J. McFee, (3) ———, (4) Seamus Keating.

Antrim Areas Brigade: (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Ballycastle): (1) W. Lynn, (2) ———, (3) — ——, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion (Cushendall): (1) Archie McSarrow, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Dunloy): (1) Bob Dillon, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Ballymena): (1) Denis O’Neill, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Larne): (1) H.M. Erlaine. (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———.

Cavan Brigade: (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Cootehill): (1) Seán McGorry (2) ———, (3) R. Reilly, (4) T. McGorry. 2nd Battalion (Carrickallen): (1) Eugene O’Reilly, (2) ———, (3) P. Shields, (4) M. Lynch. 3rd Battalion (Cavan): (1) Michael Gilheany, (2) M. Smith, (3) Michael Reilly, (4) —— Reilly. 4th Battalion (Belturbet): (1) Patrick Fitzpatrick, (2) ———, (3) E. McMurrough, (4) Hugh Curry. 5th Battalion (Curlough): (1) Patrick Woods, (2) Jos Robinson, (3) Dennis Maher, (4) Jas Donohue. 6th Battalion (Ballinagh): (1) C.P. Fitzpatrick, (2) —— Dowd, (3) J. Finnigan, (4) Jos McCaffery. 7th Battalion (Virginia): (1) Hugh O’Donoghue, (2) Jack Kinard (B. Brady), (3) Hy Fitzsimons, (4) T. Smith. 8th Battalion (Crosserlough): (1) Hugh Maguire, (2) ———, (3) Patrick McCahill, (4) Ed O’Reilly. 9th Battalion (Bailieboro): Frank Connell, (2) —— McCabe, (3) Ned McGovern, (4) M. King.

Derry Areas Brigade: (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) — ——. Derry City Battalion: (1) Pádraig Shields, (2) —— MacGialla, (3) John Quinn, (4) —— Keenan. 1st Battalion South Derry (south of area): (1) Thomas Larkin (Ballyrowan), (2) James Grogan, (3) Patrick Mol, (4) ———. 2nd Battalion South Derry (north of area): (1) John Mooney (2) —— Haughy, (3) Pat Lynch (Maghera), (4) ———.

Donegal East Brigade: (1) Henry McGowan, (2) ———, (3) J.D. McLoughlin, (4) Daniel Doherty. 1st Battalion (Strabane): (1) Jas Curran, (2) —— McKee, (3) P. McGuire, (4) T. Scott. 2nd Battalion (Castlefin): E. McBreaty, (2) John O’Flaherty, (3) T. McGlyn, (4) J. Byrne.

Donegal West Brigade: (1) Joe Sweeney, (2) J. McCole, (3) —— —, (4) G. Meehan. 1st Battalion (Dungloe): (1) F. McDonnell, (2) B. Sweeney, (3) P. Breslin, (4) P. O’Donnell. 2nd Battalion (Gweedore): (1) P. Coyle, (2) J. Corr, (3) J.J. Gallagher, (4) J. Kelly. 3rd Battalion (Creeslough): (1) Joe Cafferty, (2) C. McGinley, (3) P. McGinley, (4) W. McGinley.

Donegal South Brigade: (1) John Hueston, (2) Brian Monaghan, (3) S. McGroarty, (4) John McGinley. 1st Battalion (Ballyshannon): (1) Thomas McShea, (2) P. Doherty, (3) P. Givanny, (4) J. McFinn. 2nd Battalion (Donegal): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Inver): (1) P. McFinn, (2) James McGuire, (3) Thady Higgins, (4) Jas Boyle. 4th Battalion (Killybegs): (1) James Cunningham, (2) Ed Boyle, (3) ———, (4) ———. 5th Battalion (Ardara): (1) P.J. McHugh, (2) F. Gallagher, (3) Denis Hasken, (4) John Huesten.

Down East Areas Brigade: (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———-, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Castlewellan): (1) James Johnston, (2) M. Murray, (3) Samuel Rogers, (4) Thos Brannigan. 2nd Battalion (Loughenisland): (1) John Branife, (2) Seán Flannigan, (3) Patrick McVeigh, (4) P.J. Keilty. 3rd Battalion (Downpatrick): (1) Thos O’Connor, (2) John O’Donnell, (3) Willie Byrne, (4) Jas Crosskerry. 4th Battalion (Portaferry, Upr Ards): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) —— —, (4) ———.

Fermanagh Brigade: (1) F. Carney, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———. 1st Battalion (Arney): (1) Terence Fitzpatrick, (2) —— Green, (3) J. McGuire (4) J. Brennan. 2nd Battalion (Lisnaskea): (1) J. Reithy, (2) J. Smith, (3) ———, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Tempo): (1) Patrick Malarky, (2) J. Sleven, (3) Philip Murphy, (4) ———. 4th Battalion (Beleek): (1) Seán Carthy, (2) J.J. Stephens, (3) John James McGonigle, (4) ———.

Inishowen Brigade: (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) —— —. 1st Battalion (Carndonagh): (1) Leo Lafferty, (2) James Devereux, (3) Patrick Lynch, (4) Dan Lynch. 2nd Battalion (Buncrana): (1) W. O’Doherty, (2) A. Cassidy, (3) Jos McLoughlin, (4) John McLoughlin. 3rd Battalion (Moville): (1) ———, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) —— —.

Letterkenny Brigade: (1) Jas Dawson (J. Delap), (2) Pat McMonagle, (3) W.J.P. McGintey, (4) J.P. McMonigal. 1st Battalion (Letterkenny): (1) Hugh McGrath, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) —— —. 2nd Battalion (Rosnatall): (1) H. Fullerster, (2) ———, (3) —— —, (4) ———. 3rd Battalion (Churchill): (1) M. McCoy, (2) ———, (3) ———, (4) ———.
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