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Foreword



Pigs, hogs, or swine—whatever you like to call them—have been around for 11,000 years. Over the many centuries, they have provided humankind with food and, in earlier times, with bones for tools and weapons, skin for shields, and bristles for brushes. This book describes and illustrates those breeds that you have the most chance of seeing.


Pigs are considered to have intelligence beyond that of a three-year-old child. In the last few years, numbers of this bright-eyed animal have declined dramatically and several breeds have become extinct.


Whose fault is it? To my mind, national governments, loss of habitat, the EU, and food fads must all take some of the blame, along with rules and regulations created by people who know or care little about the industry. We should not discard breeds because they are unfashionable or do not fit in with our current ways of living. Organizations such as the UK’s Rare Breeds Survival Trust (RBST) and The Livestock Conservancy in the United States do what they can to protect endangered breeds, but we must all help preserve the rare and endangered animals on this fragile planet. As the T-shirt slogan tells us, extinction is forever.


Jack Byard, Bradford, 2020







1 American Guinea Hog



Characteristics


Weight: Male/female 150–300 lb (68–136 kg).


Colour: Usually solid black; occasionally white points at the feet and tip of nose (due to a recessive gene).


Upright ears and a curly tail.
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Unique to the United States, the American guinea hog is a critically endangered breed. It was originally imported from the Canary Islands and West Africa in the 17th century. Having been crossed with breeds that are now extinct, it is impossible to create an accurate picture of this animal’s true history. One possible ancestor is the small, black Essex pig, known to have lived in the southeastern United States where most American guinea hogs are found today.


In the early days, the breed was expected to forage for its own food—roots, grass, nuts, rodents, and even snakes. The American guinea hog is now kept on small farms and large ranches, where it keeps the area clear of vermin. The hog’s friendly, docile nature is an added bonus; this tough little pig is not averse to having a good tummy rub and a back scratch.










2 Bentheim Black Pied



Characteristics


Weight: Male 551 lb (250 kg); female 397 lb (180 kg).


Colour: White with black spots within gray rings.


Lop ears.
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The Bentheim Black Pied or Buntes Bentheimer Schwein originated in the early 20th century and is named for the district in Lower Saxony, Germany, where it was first bred. It is a cross between local breeds and the Berkshire, and was bred in its home area until the late 1950s, when tastes changed and demand for the breed declined.


Extinction loomed and the herdbook was closed. One breeder kept meticulous records, however, and the herdbook was reopened in 1964, although numbers continued to decline. In 2003, the Association for the Conservation of the Bentheim Black Pied pig came into being and things started to look brighter. Within four years, the population of the breed grew from 50 to 420 and registered breeders from 19 to almost 100. When visiting Germany, please look for Bentheim Black Pied products and help preserve this beautiful animal.


OEBPS/xhtml/nav.xhtml




Toc





		Cover



		Title



		Copyright



		Contents



		Foreword





		1 American Guinea Hog



		2 Bentheim Black Pied



		3 Berkshire



		4 Black Iberian



		5 British Landrace



		6 British Lop



		7 British Saddleback



		8 Choctaw Hog



		9 Duroc



		10 Gloucestershire Old Spot



		11 Hampshire



		12 Hereford



		13 Hybrid



		14 Iron Age



		15 Kunekune



		16 Large Black



		17 Large White (Yorkshire)



		18 Mangalitza



		19 Meidam



		20 Meishan



		21 Ossabaw Island Hog



		22 Oxford Sandy and Black



		23 Pietrain



		24 Poland China



		25 Tamworth



		26 Vietnamese Pot-bellied



		27 Welsh



		28 Wild Boar



		Acknowledgements



		Photo Credits















Guide





		Cover



		Contents



		Start











OEBPS/Images/f0003-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0006-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0009-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0011-01.jpg





