
        
            [image: Cover]
        

    

    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: X-Men: Apocalypse



Wikipedia contributors

9788026857228

7143

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. X-Men: Apocalypse is a 2016 American superhero film based on the fictional X-Men characters that appear in Marvel Comics. It is the ninth installment in the X-Men film series and a sequel to X-Men: Days of Future Past. Directed by Bryan Singer, with a screenplay by Simon Kinberg from a story conceived by Singer, Kinberg, Michael Dougherty, and Dan Harris, the film stars James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Jennifer Lawrence, Oscar Isaac, Nicholas Hoult, Rose Byrne, Tye Sheridan, Sophie Turner, Olivia Munn, and Lucas Till. In the film, the ancient mutant En Sabah Nur awakens in 1983 and plans to wipe out modern civilization and take over the world, leading the X-Men to try to stop him and defeat his team of mutants. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 368 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Captain America: Civil War is a 2016 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger and 2014's Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and the thirteenth film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film is directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, with a screenplay by the writing team of Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely, and stars Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America, alongside an ensemble cast including Robert Downey Jr., Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Don Cheadle, Jeremy Renner, Chadwick Boseman, Paul Bettany, Elizabeth Olsen, Paul Rudd, Emily VanCamp, Tom Holland, Frank Grillo, William Hurt, and Daniel Brühl. In Captain America: Civil War, disagreement over international oversight of the Avengers fractures them into opposing factions—one led by Steve Rogers and the other by Tony Stark. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 672 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain tables, illustrations or illustration descriptions. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Avengers: Age of Ultron is a 2015 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics superhero team the Avengers, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2012's The Avengers and the eleventh film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was written and directed by Joss Whedon and features an ensemble cast that includes Robert Downey Jr., Chris Hemsworth, Mark Ruffalo, Chris Evans, Scarlett Johansson, Jeremy Renner, Don Cheadle, Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Elizabeth Olsen, Paul Bettany, Cobie Smulders, Anthony Mackie, Hayley Atwell, Idris Elba, Stellan Skarsgård, James Spader, and Samuel L. Jackson. In Avengers: Age of Ultron, the Avengers fight Ultron, an artificial intelligence obsessed with causing human extinction. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 645 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Captain America: The Winter Soldier is a 2014 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger and the ninth film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, with a screenplay by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely, who had also written The First Avenger. It stars Chris Evans as Captain America, leading an ensemble cast that includes Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Cobie Smulders, Frank Grillo, Emily VanCamp, Hayley Atwell, Robert Redford, and Samuel L. Jackson. In Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Captain America, Black Widow, and Falcon join forces to uncover a conspiracy within S.H.I.E.L.D. while facing a mysterious assassin known as the Winter Soldier. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 594 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Warcraft (alternatively known as Warcraft: The Beginning) is a 2016 American action-fantasy film directed by Duncan Jones and written by Jones, Charles Leavitt, and Chris Metzen. It is based on the Warcraft video game series and novels set in the world of Azeroth. The film stars Travis Fimmel, Paula Patton, Ben Foster, Dominic Cooper, Toby Kebbell, Ben Schnetzer, Robert Kazinsky, Clancy Brown, and Daniel Wu. The film portrays the initial encounters between the humans and the orcs and takes place in a variety of locations established in the video game series. The film was first announced in 2006 as a project partnership between Legendary Pictures and the game's developer, Blizzard Entertainment. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 183 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Star Wars: The Force Awakens






Star Wars: The Force Awakens (also known as Star Wars: Episode VII – The Force Awakens) is a 2015 American epic space opera film co-written,co-produced and directed by J. J. Abrams. The direct sequel to 1983's Return of the Jedi, The Force Awakens is the first installment of the Star Wars sequel trilogy, and stars Harrison Ford, Mark Hamill[image: External link], Carrie Fisher, Adam Driver[image: External link], Daisy Ridley, John Boyega, Oscar Isaac, Lupita Nyong'o, Andy Serkis, Domhnall Gleeson, Anthony Daniels, Peter Mayhew, and Max von Sydow[image: External link]. Produced by Lucasfilm Ltd. and Abrams' production company Bad Robot Productions and distributed worldwide by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures, The Force Awakens marks a break in creative control from the original series as the first Star Wars film not produced by franchise creator George Lucas. Set 30 years after Return of the Jedi, it follows Rey, Finn and Poe Dameron's search for Luke Skywalker and their fight alongside the Resistance, led by veterans of the Rebel Alliance, against Kylo Ren and the First Order, a successor organization to the Galactic Empire.

The Force Awakens was announced after The Walt Disney Company's acquisition of Lucasfilm in October 2012. It was produced by Abrams, his longtime collaborator Bryan Burk, and Lucasfilm president Kathleen Kennedy. Abrams and Lawrence Kasdan, co-writer of the original trilogy films The Empire Strikes Back (1980) and Return of the Jedi (1983), rewrote an initial script by Michael Arndt. John Williams, composer for the previous six films, returned to compose the film's score. Lucas served as creative consultant during the film's early production. Filming began in April 2014 in Abu Dhabi and Iceland, with principal photography also taking place in Ireland and Pinewood Studios in England, and concluded in November 2014. It is the first live-action film in the franchise since Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith, released ten years prior in 2005.

Star Wars: The Force Awakens was widely anticipated, and Disney backed the film with extensive marketing campaigns. It premiered in Los Angeles on December 14, 2015, four days before its wide release. The film received positive reviews, with its ensemble cast, direction, musical score, visual effects, and action sequences receiving particular praise, though it received some criticism for being derivative of the original trilogy. The film broke various box office records and became, unadjusted for inflation, the highest-grossing installment in the franchise[image: External link], the highest-grossing film in North America, and the third-highest-grossing film of all time, with a worldwide gross of over $2 billion and a net profit of over $780 million.[6][7] It received five Academy Award nominations and four British Academy Film Award nominations, where it won Best Special Visual Effects. Two sequels, The Last Jedi and Episode IX, are scheduled for release in 2017 and 2019, respectively.
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Three decades after the destruction of the second Death Star and the Galactic Civil War, the First Order has risen from the fallen Galactic Empire and seeks to eliminate the New Republic. The Resistance, backed by the Republic and led by General Leia Organa, opposes them while searching for her brother, Luke Skywalker.

Resistance pilot Poe Dameron meets village elder Lor San Tekka on the planet Jakku to obtain a map to Luke's location. Stormtroopers commanded by Kylo Ren destroy the village and capture Poe, while Ren kills Tekka. Poe's droid, BB-8, escapes with the map and encounters a scavenger named Rey near a junkyard settlement. Ren tortures Poe using the Force, and learns of BB-8. Reticent stormtrooper FN-2187 frees Poe, and they escape in a stolen TIE fighter; Poe dubs FN-2187 "Finn". They crash on Jakku; Finn survives, but he believes that Poe was killed in the crash. Finn encounters Rey and BB-8, but the First Order tracks them and launches an airstrike. Finn, Rey, and BB-8 flee the planet in the Millennium Falcon, which they steal from a junkyard.

The Falcon is captured by a larger ship piloted by Han Solo and Chewbacca, looking to reclaim their former vessel. Two rival gangs, seeking to settle debts with Han, board and attack, but Han and his allies flee in the Falcon. The gangs inform the First Order. At the First Order's Starkiller Base – a planet converted into a superweapon that harnesses energy from stars – Supreme Leader Snoke orders General Hux to use the weapon for the first time. Snoke questions Ren's ability to deal with emotions relating to his father, Han Solo; Ren says Solo means nothing to him.

The Falcon crew views BB-8's map and determines it is incomplete. Han explains that Luke attempted to rebuild the Jedi Order, but exiled himself when an apprentice turned to the dark side, destroyed the temple, and slaughtered all the other apprentices. The crew travels to the planet Takodana and meets with cantina owner Maz Kanata, who offers assistance in getting BB-8 to the Resistance. Rey is drawn to a vault on the lower level and finds the lightsaber that once belonged to Luke and his father, Anakin Skywalker. She experiences disturbing visions and flees into the woods. Maz gives Finn the lightsaber for safekeeping.

Starkiller Base fires and destroys the Republic capital and a portion of its fleet. The First Order attacks Takodana in search of BB-8. Han, Chewbacca, and Finn are saved by Resistance X-wing fighters led by Poe, who survived the earlier crash. Leia arrives at Takodana with C-3PO and reunites with Han and Chewbacca. Meanwhile, Ren captures Rey and takes her to Starkiller Base. However, when he interrogates her about the map, she is able to resist his mind-reading attempts. Discovering she can use the Force, she escapes using a Jedi mind trick on a nearby guard.

At the Resistance base on D'Qar, BB-8 finds R2-D2, who has been inactive since Luke's disappearance. As Starkiller Base prepares to fire on D'Qar, the Resistance devises a plan to destroy the superweapon by attacking a critical facility. Leia urges Han to return their son alive. Using the Falcon, Han, Chewbacca, and Finn infiltrate the facility, find Rey, and plant explosives. Han confronts Ren, calling him by his birth name, Ben, and implores him to abandon the dark side. Ren refuses and kills Han, enraging Chewbacca, who fires and hits Ren. He sets off the explosives, allowing the Resistance to attack and destroy Starkiller Base.

The injured Ren pursues Finn and Rey to the surface. A lightsaber battle between Ren and Finn ensues, leaving Finn badly wounded. Rey takes the lightsaber and uses the Force to defeat Ren, before they are separated by a fissure as the planet begins to disintegrate and implode. Snoke orders Hux to evacuate and bring Ren to him. Rey and Chewbacca escape with Finn in the Falcon. On D'Qar, the Resistance celebrates while Leia, Chewbacca, and Rey mourn Han's death. R2-D2 awakens and reveals the rest of the map, which Rey follows to the oceanic planet Ahch-To. She finds Luke and presents him with the lightsaber.
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Main articles: List of Star Wars characters and List of Star Wars cast members



	
Harrison Ford as Han Solo:




	A rogue and a smuggler, formerly a key player in the Rebel Alliance. Ford said Han "does not aspire to the position of Obi-Wan, nor do I aspire to be some New Age Alec Guinness. His development is consistent with the character, and there are emotional elements which have occasioned his growth... There's a lot of the rogue still left in Solo. Some things don't change..."[8]





	
Mark Hamill[image: External link] as Luke Skywalker:




	The last Jedi, who has gone into hiding. Regarding Luke, Han, and Leia, Abrams stated: "They'd be as old and as mythic as the tale of King Arthur. They would be characters who [the new characters] may have heard of, but maybe not. They'd be characters who they might believe existed, or just sounded like a fairy tale..."[9] Hamill was initially skeptical of Luke's reveal at the end of the film, although he later reconsidered his limited screentime to be "a great surprise".[10] Abrams added that the film's ending was intended to be "this great long drum roll up to seeing this guy."[10]





	
Carrie Fisher as General Leia Organa:




	The former princess of the destroyed planet Alderaan, now General of the Resistance, and Luke's twin sister.[11] After the events of Return of the Jedi, she is described as "a little more battle weary, a little more broken hearted."[12] Fisher described Leia as "Solitary. Under a lot of pressure. Committed as ever to her cause, but I would imagine feeling somewhat defeated, tired, and pissed." Abrams said: "The stakes are pretty high in the story for her, so there's not much goofing around where Leia's concerned."[13]





	
Adam Driver[image: External link] as Kylo Ren:




	A dark warrior strong with the Force, originally a member of the Knights of Ren, and a high ranking member of the First Order. He is the son of Han and Leia.[14][15] Driver said the team tried "not to think of him as being bad, or evil, or a villain. Something that was more three-dimensional. He's more dangerous and unpredictable, and morally justified in doing what he thinks is right."[16]





	
Daisy Ridley as Rey:




	A Force-sensitive scavenger who was abandoned as a child on the desert planet Jakku, waiting for her family to return.[17] Ridley said: "She's completely self-sufficient and does everything for herself, until she meets [Finn] and an adventure begins."[17] Cailey Fleming plays a young Rey.[18]





	
John Boyega as Finn:




	A reformed First Order stormtrooper.[17][19] Boyega said that he learned he obtained the part "over a nice breakfast in Mayfair" during which Abrams told him, "John, you're the new star of Star Wars."[20] Boyega said: "When we find Finn, he's in incredible danger. And the way he reacts to this danger changes his life, and launches him into the Star Wars universe in a very unique way."[17] He said in another interview: "He's been taught about [Luke], he knows about his history. For him it's like joining the army and then learning about one of the great enemies of your country."[9]





	
Oscar Isaac as Poe Dameron:




	A Resistance X-wing fighter pilot.[17][21] Isaac said: "He's the best freaking pilot in the galaxy... He's been sent on a mission by a certain princess, and he ends up coming up across [Finn], and their fates are forever intertwined."[17]





	
Lupita Nyong'o as Maz Kanata:




	A wise and perceptive figure operating a somewhat shady cantina on the peaceful forest planet, Takodana.[21] J. J. Abrams said Kanata has "lived over a thousand years. She's had this watering hole … and it's like another bar that you'd find in a corner of the Star Wars universe."[22] According to Abrams, the character was based on his former high school English teacher, Rose Gilbert, who lectured at the Palisades Charter High School from 1961 to 2013. Abrams said the team "really wanted the story to feel authentic, despite being a wild fantasy. I mentioned Rose in an early story meeting as a sort of timeless, wise figure that I'd actually known in my life."[23]





	
Andy Serkis as Supreme Leader Snoke:




	The political leader of the First Order. He is Kylo Ren's master and is very powerful in the dark side.[24] Serkis described Snoke as "quite an enigmatic character, and strangely vulnerable at the same time as being quite powerful... He is large. He appears tall. And also just the facial design—you couldn't have gotten there with prosthetics... Without giving too much away at this point, he has a very distinctive, idiosyncratic bone and facial structure."[25]





	
Domhnall Gleeson as General Hux:




	The commander of the First Order's Starkiller Base.[26] Gleeson described him as "pretty ruthless. A strong disciplinarian would be a mild way of putting it... He's kind of opposite Kylo Ren. They have their own relationship, which is individual and unusual. One of them is strong in different ways than the other. They're both vying for power."[27]





	
Anthony Daniels as C-3PO:




	A humanoid protocol droid under Organa's service. Daniels said the actors were allowed to experiment with their performances, and that Abrams "made a field, a playpen where you were allowed to take your time and suggest things."[28]





	
Peter Mayhew as Chewbacca:




	A loyal Wookiee and Solo's longtime companion. Mayhew's double Joonas Suotamo portrays the character in several action scenes, and Ian Whyte performed stunts, as the 71-year-old Mayhew suffered from knee problems.[29][30]





	
Max von Sydow[image: External link] as Lor San Tekka:




	A retired adventurer on Jakku, aiding the Resistance in locating Skywalker.[31]




Tim Rose and Mike Quinn reprise their respective roles as Admiral Ackbar and Nien Nunb, both from Return of the Jedi.[32][33] Kipsang Rotich returns as the voice of Nien Nunb[34] and Erik Bauersfeld returns to voice Ackbar. This was Bauersfeld's final film role before his death in April 2016.[35] Kenny Baker, originally announced as part of the cast, was credited as "consultant" for R2-D2,[36][37] with Jimmy Vee performing some of the work for R2-D2.[38] Ewan McGregor has an uncredited vocal cameo as Obi-Wan Kenobi in Rey's vision sequence, while archival audio of Frank Oz and Alec Guinness as Yoda and Kenobi, respectively, are also used in the same scene; Oz recorded new dialogue for the film, but it was replaced with pre-existing audio from The Empire Strikes Back.[39]

Gwendoline Christie portrays Captain Phasma, the commander of the First Order's legions of stormtroopers.[40] Dave Chapman[image: External link] and Brian Herring served as puppeteers for BB-8,[41] with Bill Hader and Ben Schwartz credited as "Vocal Consultants".[42] Ken Leung appears as Statura, an admiral in the Resistance.[43] Simon Pegg appears as Unkar Plutt, the Junkyard dealer on Jakku.[26][44] Greg Grunberg plays Temmin "Snap" Wexley, an X-wing pilot.[45][46] Kiran Shah[image: External link] plays Teedo, a scavenger on Jakku who rides a semi-mechanical Luggabeast.[47] Jessica Henwick appears as Jess "Testor" Pava or Jess Testor, an X-wing pilot.[48][49][50] Brian Vernel appears as Bala-Tik, the leader of the Guavian Death Gang.[51][52] Yayan Ruhian, Iko Uwais, and Cecep Arif Rahman appear as Tasu Leech, Razoo Qin-Fee, and Crokind Shand, members of the Kanjiklub Gang, a criminal organization.[53][54][55] Warwick Davis appears as Wollivan, a tavern-dweller in Maz Kanata's castle.[56][57] Anna Brewster appears as Bazine Netal, a First Order spy, also at Maz Kanata's castle.[58] Thomas Brodie-Sangster[image: External link][59] and Kate Fleetwood[60] play First Order Petty Officers, Thanisson and Unamo, respectively. Billie Lourd, daughter of Carrie Fisher, appears as Connix, a lieutenant in the Resistance.[61][62] Members of the Resistance include Emun Elliott as Brance[63] and Maisie Richardson-Sellers as Korr Sella[64] while Harriet Walter appears as Kalonia, the doctor who tends to Chewbacca.[65][66] Mark Stanley appears as a Knight of Ren.[66] Sebastian Armesto portrays Lieutenant Mitaka and Pip Torrens[image: External link] portrays Colonel Caplan, both serving the First Order.[67]

Actor Daniel Craig, composer Michael Giacchino and record producer Nigel Godrich cameo as stormtroopers[image: External link].[68][69] Abrams' assistant, Morgan Dameron, appears as a Resistance officer,[70] while his father, Gerald W. Abrams, appears as Captain Cypress.[71] The film's dialect coach, Andrew Jack, appears as Major Ematt of the Resistance.[72] Additionally, Crystal Clarke, Pip Andersen,[73] Christina Chong,[74] Miltos Yerolemou,[75] Amybeth Hargreaves,[76] Leanne Best,[77] Judah Friedlander,[78] and Kevin Smith[79] were cast in minor roles. Abrams has a vocal cameo,[80] singing with Lin-Manuel Miranda on two songs, "Jabba Flow" and "Dobra Doompa", performed by Shag Kava, consisting of Abrams, Miranda and musicians.[81][82] Star Wars: The Clone Wars and Star Wars Rebels cast members Dee Bradley Baker, Matt Lanter[image: External link], Tom Kane, Catherine Taber, Matthew Wood, Sam Witwer, Meredith Salenger, James Arnold Taylor[image: External link], show runner Dave Filoni, Michael Donovan, Devon Libran, Elle Newlands, Terri Douglas, Robert Stambler, Verona Blue, TJ Falls, Michelle Rejwan, Eugene Byrd, Fred Tatasciore[image: External link], David Collins, Amanda Foreman, Christopher Scarabosio, Patrick Correll, Karen Huie, Orly Schuchmacher, Emily Towers, Jonathan Dixon, Kat Sheridan, Salacious Crumb actor Mark Dodson[image: External link], and Gavyn Sykes actor Christian Simpson were the additional voices used in the film.[66][83] Riot control stormtrooper FN-2199, who calls Finn a traitor during the battle on Takodana, was portrayed by stunt performer Liang Yang and voiced by sound editor David Acord.[84]
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See also: Star Wars sequel trilogy


Star Wars creator George Lucas discussed ideas for a sequel trilogy several times after the conclusion of the original trilogy, but denied any intent to make it.[85] In October 2012, he sold his production company Lucasfilm, and with it the Star Wars franchise, to The Walt Disney Company.[86] Speaking alongside Lucasfilm's new president, Kathleen Kennedy, Lucas said: "I always said I wasn't going to do any more and that's true, because I'm not going to do any more, but that doesn't mean I'm unwilling to turn it over to Kathy to do more."[87]

As creative consultant on the film, Lucas attended early story meetings and advised on the details of the Star Wars universe.[86] Among the materials he turned over to the production team were his rough story treatments for Episodes VII–IX, which Lucas requested would only be read by Kennedy, Bob Iger, Alan Horn, and Kevin Mayer.[88] Lucas later stated that Disney had discarded his story ideas[89][90] and that he had no further involvement with the film.[91] Lucas' son Jett told The Guardian that his father was "very torn" about having sold the rights to the franchise, despite having picked Abrams to direct, and that his father was "there to guide" but that "he wants to let it go and become its new generation."[92]

Episode VII's first screenplay was written by Michael Arndt.[93][94][95][96] Early drafts had Luke appear midway through the film, but Arndt found that "every time Luke came in and entered the movie, he just took it over. Suddenly you didn't care about your main character anymore."[97] Luke became the film's MacGuffin and does not appear in person until the final scene.[97] Several directors were considered, including David Fincher,[98] Brad Bird,[99] Ben Affleck and Guillermo del Toro;[100] After a suggestion by Steven Spielberg[image: External link] to Kennedy,[101] J. J. Abrams was named director in January 2013, with Lawrence Kasdan and Simon Kinberg as project consultants.[102][103]

Arndt worked on the script for eight months, but said he needed 18 more, which was more time than Disney or Abrams could give him.[96] The production announced Arndt's exit from the project on October 24, 2013, and Kasdan and Abrams took over script duties.[104] Abrams expressed relief that the release date was announced for December 2015 instead of a previously discussed summer release.[105] He and Kasdan planned the story while walking in Santa Monica, New York City[image: External link], Paris and London[image: External link]. The first draft was completed in six weeks.[106] Abrams said that the key for the film was to return to the roots of the first Star Wars film and be based more on emotion than explanation.[107] In January 2014, Abrams confirmed that the script was complete.[108] In April 2014, Lucasfilm clarified that Episodes VII–IX would not feature storylines from the Star Wars expanded universe, though other elements could be included as with the TV series Star Wars Rebels.[109]

Abrams stated that he purposely withheld some plot elements from Episode VII, such as Finn and Rey's last names and their backgrounds. Kennedy admitted that "we haven't mapped out every single detail [of the sequel trilogy] yet", but said that Abrams is collaborating with Episode VIII director Rian Johnson, and that Johnson would work with Episode IX director Colin Trevorrow, to ensure a smooth transition and that "everybody's got a say in how we move forward with this".[110] A fictional language was developed for use in the film by YouTube star Sara Forsberg, who created the viral video series "What Languages Sound Like To Foreigners"; Forsberg developed the language by studying languages such as Hindi and Gujarati.[111]

In November 2015, Lucas recorded an hour-long interview with CBS News reporter Charlie Rose in which he said Disney had not been "keen" to involve him and conceded: "If I get in there, I'm just going to cause trouble because they're not going to do what I want them to do, and I don't have the control to do that any more, and all it would do is just muck everything up."[112] He also stated: "They wanted to do a retro movie. I don't like that. Every movie, I worked very hard to make them different ... I made them completely different—different planets, different spaceships to make it new."[113][114] In early December 2015, Kathleen Kennedy told The Hollywood Reporter that Lucas had seen the movie and "liked it".[115] In the same month, at the Kennedy Center Honors, Lucas said: “I think the fans are going to love it, It’s very much the kind of movie they’ve been looking for."[116] Abrams felt that, as the first in a new trilogy, the film had "needed to take a couple of steps backwards into very familiar terrain" and use plot elements from previous Star Wars films.[117]
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 Pre-production




In May 2013, it was confirmed that Episode VII would be filmed in the United Kingdom.[118] Representatives from Lucasfilm met with Chancellor of the Exchequer[image: External link] George Osborne to agree to produce Episode VII in the UK.[118] Osborne committed £25 million of public money towards the film, claiming it was a boost for British culture and the film industry.[119] According to production company account filings in the United Kingdom, Episode VII ultimately received a total of £31.6 million ($47.4 million) from the government.[4][3]

Beginning in September 2013, production spaces at the Bad Robot facility were converted for shooting of Episode VII for the benefit of shooting a minor portion of the film in the United States.[120] The film's costume designer was Michael Kaplan, who had previously worked with Abrams on Star Trek and Star Trek Into Darkness films.[121] Film editors Mary Jo Markey and Maryann Brandon, also long-term collaborators with Abrams, were also signed.[122] In August 2013, it was announced that cinematographer Daniel Mindel would be shooting the film on 35 mm film (specifically Kodak 5219).[123] In October 2013, other crew members were confirmed, including sound designer Ben Burtt, director of photography Daniel Mindel, production designers Rick Carter and Darren Gilford, costume designer Michael Kaplan, special effects supervisor Chris Corbould, re-recording mixer Gary Rydstrom, supervising sound editor Matthew Wood, visual effects supervisor Roger Guyett, and executive producer Jason McGatlin.[124][125][126][127]
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Casting began around August 2013, with Abrams meeting with potential actors for script readings and screen tests. Open auditions were held in the UK, Ireland, and the United States in November 2013 for the roles of Rachel and Thomas.[128][129][130] Casting began in earnest in January 2014, because of changes to the script by Kasdan and Abrams.[131] Screen tests with actors continued until at least three weeks before the official announcement on April 29, 2014, with final casting decisions made only a few weeks prior. Actors testing had strict non-disclosure agreements, preventing them, their agents or publicists from commenting on their potential involvement.[132]

Though Lucas intimated that previous cast members Carrie Fisher, Harrison Ford, and Mark Hamill[image: External link] would return for the new film as early as March 2013,[86] their casting was not confirmed until over a year later.[36] Saoirse Ronan,[133] Michael B. Jordan,[134] and Lupita Nyong'o[135] auditioned for new characters; industry publications reported Jesse Plemons was considered, possibly for Luke Skywalker's son;[136] Adam Driver[image: External link] for an unnamed villain;[137] and Maisie Richardson-Sellers for an unknown character.[138] In March 2014, actor Dominic Monaghan said that Abrams was looking for three unknown actors to play the leads in Episode VII and that rumors of bigger-name stars were untrue.[139]

Daisy Ridley was chosen for the film by February 2014, and by the end of that month a deal had been worked out with Driver, who was able to work around his Girls schedule. By March 2014, talks with Andy Serkis and Oscar Isaac began and continued into April 2014. In April, John Boyega began talks after dropping out of a Jesse Owens biopic.[132] Denis Lawson, who played Wedge Antilles in the original trilogy, declined to reprise his role, stating that it would have "bored" him.[140]

On April 29, 2014, the cast was announced with a photo of the first table read of the script at Pinewood Studios near London,[36] picturing director Abrams with Ford, Ridley, Fisher, Peter Mayhew, producer Bryan Burk, Lucasfilm president and producer Kathleen Kennedy, Domhnall Gleeson, Anthony Daniels, Hamill, Serkis, Oscar Isaac, Boyega, Driver, and writer Lawrence Kasdan. The announcement was originally planned for May 4 (Star Wars Day), but was announced early for fear of media leaks. In June 2014, cast additions Lupita Nyong'o and Gwendoline Christie were announced.[141]

To prepare for his role, Hamill was assigned a personal trainer and a nutritionist at the request of the producers, who wanted him to resemble an older Luke.[142] Fisher was also assigned a personal trainer and a nutritionist.[142] Abrams initially considered using Daniels only in a voice role for C-3PO,[143] but Daniels opted to reprise the role physically as well; the production team built a new C-3PO suit to accommodate him.[144]

In May, Abrams announced a donation contest for UNICEF from the Star Wars set in Abu Dhabi; the winner was allowed to visit the set, meet members of the cast and appear in the film.[145] In October 2014, Warwick Davis, who played Wald and Weazle in The Phantom Menace and Wicket in Return of the Jedi, announced that he would appear in The Force Awakens, but did not reveal his role.[146] In November 2014, Debbie Reynolds confirmed that her granddaughter (Fisher's daughter), Billie Lourd, is in the film.[61] Isaac's uncle, a Star Wars fan, was cast as an extra at the invitation of Abrams upon visiting the set.[147]

In December 2015, The Mail reported that Ford would be paid $25 million, plus a 0.5% share of the revenue. Ridley and Boyega each would receive $460,000, plus a share if the movie grossed over $1 billion. Fisher received $1.5 million; Abrams was paid $5.1 million, plus a 2% share of the revenue. For the original 1977 film, Ford was paid $10,000 (equivalent to $40,000 in 2016).[148]
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In February 2014, Abrams said filming would begin in May and last about three months.[107] The official announcement came in March, when Disney and Lucasfilm announced that principal photography would commence in May and be based at Pinewood Studios in Buckinghamshire, England.[149] That month, it was revealed that pre-production filming would take place in Iceland prior to the start of official filming in May, consisting of landscape shots that would be used for scenery in the film.[150] In April, Walt Disney Studios chairman Alan Horn confirmed that filming had begun,[151] filming in secret in the U.A.E. emirate of Abu Dhabi by a second-unit.[152][153] Later that month, it was revealed that in addition to 35mm film, segments of the film were being shot in the 65mm IMAX format.[154] In July, Bad Robot reported on Twitter that the film would be at least partially shot on IMAX cameras.[155]

On May 4, 2014 (Star Wars Day), the studio posted a selfie taken by Iger with an unidentified actor in a Chewbacca costume.[156] Iger stated the photo was taken when he visited Pinewood Studios two weeks earlier to discuss the shoot, "which was just about to start", with Abrams, Kennedy, and Horn.[157] Principal photography began in Abu Dhabi on May 16, 2014.[158][159][160] Abrams and the cast members went to Abu Dhabi in early-May, where large sets were built on location — including a shuttle-like spacecraft, a large tower, and a big market — and where explosives were used to create a "blast crater." Cast members were spotted practicing driving vehicles that would be used during filming.[161] Production moved to Pinewood Studios in June.[162]

That same month, Harrison Ford fractured his leg while filming at Pinewood after a hydraulic door on the Millennium Falcon set fell on him and was taken to a hospital. According to Abrams, Ford's ankle "went to a 90-degree angle."[96] Production was suspended for two weeks to accommodate Ford's injury.[163] Ford's son Ben stated that the ankle would likely need a plate and screws and that filming could be altered slightly, with the crew needing to shoot Ford from the waist up for a short time until he recovered.[164] A month later, Jake Steinfeld, Ford's personal trainer, said that Ford was recovering rapidly.[165] Abrams also suffered a fractured vertebra in his back when he was trying to help lift the door after Ford's accident.[96] However, he kept this to himself and did not tell anyone about it for over a month.[166] In February 2016, it was reported that the Health and Safety Executive brought four criminal charges against Disney subsidiary Foodles Production (UK), Ltd. for alleged health and safety breaches relating to Ford's accident.[167] Foodles Production (UK) Ltd was subsequently fined $1.95 million in October 2016 for two health and safety breaches, after admitting the counts at an earlier hearing.[168]

Storyboard artists Simon Duric said "The security on the film was a challenge. That script was locked in a safe. Most of the time on a film you can sit at your desk with a copy of the script next to you. On this, you couldn’t. That’s fine but it was tricky in places. We had people flying drones over Pinewood studios trying to take photographs. It was nuts. If a prop was being moved we had to have them covered in a big black sheet. We were told in an email to be [wary] of drones."[169]

In July 2014, filming took place over three days at Skellig Michael, an island off the coast of County Kerry, Ireland, with a cast including Mark Hamill and Daisy Ridley.[170][171] Landscape shots for the planet Takodana were shot in July in the Lake District in the north west of England.[172] Production was halted for two weeks in early August 2014 so Abrams could rework shooting in Ford's absence and resumed with a fully healed Ford during mid-August.[173][174] In September 2014, the former RAF Greenham Common military base in Berkshire was used and featured set constructions of several spaceships from the Star Wars Universe.[175][176] Puzzlewood in the Forest of Dean was used for forest scenes.[177][178] Principal photography ended on November 3, 2014.[179]
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Cinematographer Daniel Mindel stated that The Force Awakens would use real locations and scale models over computer-generated imagery to make it aesthetically similar to the original Star Wars trilogy.[180] Rian Johnson, director of Episode VIII, reiterated that Abrams would use little CGI and more practical, traditional special effects, saying: "I think people are coming back around to [practical effects]. It feels like there is sort of that gravity pulling us back toward it. I think that more and more people are hitting kind of a critical mass in terms of the CG-driven action scene lending itself to a very specific type of action scene, where physics go out the window and it becomes so big so quick."[181] Abrams' intention in prioritizing practical special effects was to recreate the visual realism and authenticity of the original Star Wars.[182] To that end, the droid BB-8 was a physical prop that was developed by Disney Research,[183] created by special effects artist Neal Scanlan and operated live on set with the actors.[184][185]

In February 2014, Industrial Light & Magic (ILM) announced plans to open a facility in London, citing Disney's Star Wars films as a catalyst for the expansion. ILM's Vancouver branch also worked on the special effects for the film.[186]

Abrams supervised post-production and editing of the film at Bad Robot Productions' headquarters in Santa Monica.[96] In August 2015, Abrams gave the estimated running time of the film as 124–125 minutes.[187] Abrams made changes to the film's plot in the editing process to simplify the film, by removing some sequences shown in trailers: "At one point, Maz used to continue along with the characters back to the Resistance base, but we realised that she really had nothing to do there of value, except to be sitting around."[188] The film was converted to 3D in post-production.[189]
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Main article: Star Wars: The Force Awakens (soundtrack)


In July 2013, John Williams was confirmed to compose the score.[191] The music for the film's first two trailers was reworked from earlier Williams compositions.[192][193][194] He began working on the film in December 2014, and by June 2015 had been through most of the film reels, working on a daily basis.[194][195] In May 2015, Williams stated that he would return to themes from the previous films, such as ones for Luke, Leia and Han, in ways that "will seem very natural and right in the moments for which we've chosen to do these kinds of quotes. There aren't many of them, but there are a few that I think are important and will seem very much a part of the fabric of the piece in a positive and constructive way." He said that working with Abrams was similar to the process he went through with Lucas in the earlier films.[190]

Recording sessions for The Force Awakens began in June 2015 at the Sony Pictures Studios' Barbra Streisand Scoring Stage in Culver City, with William Ross conducting most of the music.[196] The first day of recording was June 1, 2015.[197] Williams attended the sessions and conducted the remainder of the recordings.[198][199]

Williams said the recording process was "very luxurious", with 12 sessions scattered over a five-month period between June and November. The score was recorded by the Hollywood Studio Symphony, a freelance orchestra, with sessions continuing on and off over that five-month period. The 90-piece orchestra recorded 175 minutes of music, although nearly an hour of that was discarded, modified, or rerecorded as Abrams re-edited the film. Williams's theme for Snoke was recorded by a 24-voice men's chorus. Gustavo Dudamel conducted the opening and end title music for the film at Williams' behest.[200] Recording of the score was completed on November 14, 2015.[194][195][201] The film's soundtrack was released by Walt Disney Records on December 18, 2015.[202] Williams's score is more than two hours long.[195]

Lin-Manuel Miranda and Abrams contributed music to the film's cantina scene, similar to the Mos Eisley Cantina. Abrams met Miranda at a performance of his Broadway musical Hamilton, where Miranda jokingly offered to compose the cantina music, should it be needed. Unknown to Miranda, Williams had previously told Abrams that he did not want to compose the music for that scene, wanting to focus on the orchestral score for the film. Abrams then contacted Miranda, and the two began to collaborate on the music for the scene, over a period of two months.[203]

South Korean boy band EXO released their song "Lightsaber" in collaboration with the film for its release in their home country on November 11.[204] The promoted track was subsequently released as part of their Sing for You album with a Chinese version,[205] as well as also being released in Japanese.[206] Chinese pop singer Luhan[image: External link] provided the Chinese theme "Inner Force" for the Chinese release of the film.[207]
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Star Wars: The Force Awakens premiered in Los Angeles at the TCL Chinese Theatre, El Capitan Theatre and Dolby Theatre on December 14, 2015.[208] A white tent stretched along Hollywood Boulevard from Orange Drive to Highland Avenue, covering the "massive" premiere event that hosted more than five thousand guests.[209] The film was released in 12 countries, including European nations (such as Italy and France, releasing it on a Wednesday), the Philippines and Thailand on December 16; 32 countries including the United Kingdom (releasing on a Thursday), Mexico and additional European, Asian, African, South American and Oceania countries on December 17; and in North America, Japan, Spain, and Venezuela on December 18,[210] in 3D and IMAX 3D.[211] It was released in India on December 25[212] and in China on January 9, 2016.[210]

In North America, it had the widest release of December across 4,134 theaters of which 3,300 were 3D locations, a record 392 IMAX screens (13 of which were 70mm), 451 premium large format screens, 146 D-Box locations,[213][214] as well as releasing in the Dolby Vision format (High dynamic range, Rec. 2020 color) in Dolby Cinema.[215] Worldwide, it was released across 940 IMAX theaters, a new record.[214] On December 18, 2015, the film began playing on every IMAX screen in North America for four straight weeks up to January 14, 2016. This made it the first film since Warner Bros. Pictures' The Hobbit trilogy to receive such a release.[216] The film finally shed some of its IMAX screens with the release of The Revenant and The Finest Hours in mid-January 2016.[217]

On November 6, 2014, the film's title was announced as Star Wars: The Force Awakens.[218] Similarly to The Empire Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi, "Episode VII" was included in the film's opening crawl, but not in its official title.[219][220] In December 2015, Pablo Hidalgo, the creative executive at the Lucasfilm Story Group which handles all the canonical continuity for the Star Wars universe, revealed that the working title for the film was Shadow of the Empire "for the longest time".[221] Advance ticket sales for the film began on October 19, 2015,[222] and were in strong demand, resulting in online movie ticket sites crashing.[223][224] Vue Cinemas, the United Kingdom's third-largest theater chain, sold 45,000 tickets in 24 hours, 10,000 of which were sold in 90 minutes, a record for the theater.[225] In the United States, the film pre-sold a record-breaking $6.5 million worth of IMAX ticket sales on a single day. IMAX has never previously registered more than $1 million in pre-sales on a single day.[226] In total it sold over $50 million in pre-sales breaking the record.[227][228] This number was raised to $100 million including $50–60 million in advance ticket sales by December 14.[228][229] However, not all tickets that were pre-sold were for the film's opening weekend, with Fandango President Paul Yanover saying "people have set aside tickets for screenings in January, weeks after the big opening... We have people buying Star Wars [The Force Awakens] into 2016. It's not just an opening-weekend phenomenon."[227] Similarly, the film broke pre-sales records in the UK,[230] Canada,[231] and Germany.[232]

The film is the first live-action Star Wars film not to be released theatrically by 20th Century Fox; accordingly the film is not introduced with either that company's logo, or its signature fanfare composed by Alfred Newman.[233] Shortly following Disney's acquisition of Lucasfilm, the studio had indicated that the then-untitled film would be released under the "Disney|Lucasfilm" branding,[234] similar to the branding used for Star Wars Rebels, and akin to the "Disney·Pixar" co-branding of Pixar-produced films released by Walt Disney Pictures.[235] Ultimately, Disney's logo was largely absent from the film's marketing—but nonetheless, appeared on merchandise—and the film was released with only Lucasfilm's production logo shown silently before the main titles;[236] Disney chairman Bob Iger explained the change by saying it was "for the fans".[237]
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Disney backed The Force Awakens with extensive marketing campaigns.[238][239] On November 28, 2014, Lucasfilm released an 88-second teaser trailer. It was screened in selected cinemas across the United States and Canada and in theaters worldwide in December 2014. It was also released on YouTube and the iTunes Store,[240] generating a record 58.2 million views on YouTube in its first week.[241] Critics compared the brief footage favorably to the production values of the original trilogy. The Hollywood Reporter called the trailer "perfectly potent nostalgia", praising its mix of old and new.[242] Empire was impressed by the continuity with the first films – "the feel of classic Star Wars" – but noted the absence of Hamill, Ford, and Fisher and speculated about the significance of the new characters.[243] The Guardian wrote that the use of the Star Wars fanfare by John Williams reinforced brand loyalty among fans.[244]

On December 11, 2014, Abrams and Kennedy released a series of eight mock Topps trading cards revealing the names of several characters.[245] On April 16, 2015, a second teaser trailer, this one lasting two minutes, was shown at the opening panel at the Star Wars Celebration in Anaheim, California. Lucasfilm president Kathleen Kennedy said the reaction to the trailer was "staggering... the entire room of almost eight thousand people just leapt to their feet and roared, I mean I can't think of anything I've ever been to – other than a rock concert – that felt quite like that."[246] The trailer was viewed over 88 million times within the first 24 hours of release, breaking the record.[247][248] According to the Guinness World Records[image: External link], the second teaser trailer amassed 30.65 million in 24 hours, setting a new world record for the "most viewed movie trailer on YouTube in 24 hours."[249] The event was broadcast live by Verizon on YouTube, StarWars.com and in movie theaters. The trailer shows many of the new characters and the first footage of Chewbacca and Han Solo. The Huffington Post's Graham Milne wrote that the trailer "was an affirmation of something that we'd long been told was never going to happen. This was a gift. This was faith rewarded. About damn time."[250]

Vanity Fair was the first magazine to release an exclusive cover issue devoted to The Force Awakens. The magazine, released on May 7, 2015, featured exclusive interviews and photos of the cast photographed by Annie Leibovitz.[251][252] At the 2015 San Diego Comic-Con International, in addition to a panel with many of the actors, a behind-the-scenes look at the film demonstrated the film's use of practical sets and effects. It was positively received, with Nigel M. Smith of The Guardian writing: "The featurette's angle is a strong one and connects with fans of the original trilogy in an incredibly poignant way. It also does a sly job of teasing Fisher's new look as Leia and Simon Pegg's mysterious involvement as a rumored alien in the movie, without actually showing the actors in action." Smith compared the marketing strategy for the film to that of a previous Abrams film, Super 8, saying "the promos... are notable for what they tease, not what they give away."[253]

Walt Disney Studios and Lucasfilm presented a look at The Force Awakens at Disney's D23 Expo in August 2015.[254] Drew Struzan—who designed the poster artwork for the previous Star Wars films—produced a commemorative poster given to the event's attendees.[255] In October 2015, Lucasfilm unveiled the theatrical release poster and a third trailer.[256] The poster omitted Luke Skywalker and revealed a Death Star-like "orb."[257] The trailer debuted during the halftime break of Monday Night Football, before being released online.[258] The reaction to the trailer by fans on social media was "frenzied", with Lizo Mzimba of the BBC writing that "perhaps the most significant thing about the final trailer before the film's release is how little of the story it reveals."[259] Robbie Collin of The Daily Telegraph felt the trailer was "a perfect blend of old and new, in keeping with the old-fashioned Star Wars aesthetic."[260] The trailer received 128 million views in 24 hours, a new record for the most views of a trailer in 24 hours. 16 million of the views came from its airing on Monday Night Football.[261] At the end of October, Air France announced a "Flight and Cinema" package, providing customers who book select flights to Paris transportation to a theater to see the film, since France is one of the first countries to release the film.[262] On November 6, a Japanese trailer for the film was released.[263][264] After seeing the new trailer Forbes' Ollie Barder stated the trailer gave him "hope" that the film would not "let us all down like the prequels did... [with] a worthwhile story this time."[265] On November 23, a partnership with Google was announced, in which Google users could choose to affiliate themselves with either the Dark or Light Side, which would change the appearance of their Google websites. Additionally, Disney teamed up with Verizon to create a virtual-reality experience for Google Cardboard.[266]

On December 17, 2015, select theaters across North America aired a Star Wars marathon, airing the six previous Star Wars episode films in 2D, followed by The Force Awakens in 3D. Attendees received a special lanyard featuring exclusive marathon art.[267]
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Disney Publishing Worldwide and Lucasfilm announced a series of "at least" 20 books and comics, titled "Journey to Star Wars: The Force Awakens", with releases from multiple publishers starting in late 2015, prior to the film's premiere. The series includes books by Del Rey and Disney-Lucasfilm publishers and comic books from Marvel Comics. All titles under the program are canonical to the Star Wars universe.[268][269][270] Alan Dean Foster wrote a novelization of The Force Awakens which was released in e-book form on December 18.[271] In an effort to avoid revealing plot details before the film's release, the print release of the novelization was delayed until January 2016.[271] Marvel Comics published a six-issue comic book adaptation of The Force Awakens between June and November 2016.[272]

Disney Consumer Products and Lucasfilm announced that September 4, 2015 would be deemed "Force Friday" and would be the official launch of all the merchandise for The Force Awakens. Beginning at 12:01 am, fans could buy toys, books, clothing and various other products at Disney Stores and other retailers throughout the world.[273] Disney and Maker Studios hosted an 18-hour live-streaming presentation on YouTube, showcasing multiple merchandise products beginning on September 3, 2015.[274][275] Among these products were a remote-controlled BB-8 developed by Sphero.[183] Sphero had participated in a Disney-run startup accelerator in July 2014, where they were invited into a private meeting with Disney CEO Bob Iger, in which they were shown on-set photos and imagery of BB-8 before its public unveiling.[276][277] Many retailers were unable to meet demand for Star Wars products.[278]
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Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment released Star Wars: The Force Awakens via download and Disney Movies Anywhere on April 1, 2016, with a Blu-ray and DVD[image: External link] release on April 5.[279] The home media release contains additional footage.[280] On March 23, 2016, the film was leaked online prior to its original Blu-ray release and was downloaded more than two million times in twelve hours.[281]

In January 2016, it was confirmed that Starz[image: External link] would hold the U.S. premium television rights for The Force Awakens, having been released just before the end of Starz's output deal covering most Disney-released films, which includes releases through the end of 2015.[282][283] The Force Awakens will be broadcast on all the Starz channels beginning on September 10, 2016.[284] The equivalent rights in Canada will be held by Netflix.[285]

A Blu-ray 3D "collector's edition" of the film was released on November 15, 2016, including all the features of the original home releases, as well as several new bonus features, including new deleted scenes and audio commentary by Abrams. The package includes a Blu-ray 3D, regular Blu-ray, DVD, and digital copy of the film, as well as an additional Blu-ray disc for the bonus features.[286]
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Main article: List of box office records set by Star Wars: The Force Awakens


Star Wars: The Force Awakens grossed $936.7 million in the United States and Canada, and $1.132 billion in other countries for a worldwide total of $2.068 billion.[5] Box Office Mojo estimates that the film sold close to 110 million tickets in North America,[287] the most tickets sold by any film in North America since Titanic in 1997.[288] The Force Awakens earned 8.6% of the total 2015 releases in North America, second only to the 8.8% of the box office earned by Titanic in 1997.[289] The film is the highest-grossing film of 2015[image: External link], the highest-grossing film in the franchise (surpassing The Phantom Menace), the highest-grossing film released by Walt Disney Studios,[290] the highest-grossing film in North America (dethroning Avatar), and the third-highest-grossing film of all time. It was the 24th film in cinematic history to gross $1 billion worldwide, standing as the fastest film to surpass the mark, doing so in 12 days.[291][292] It was also the third film in history to surpass $2 billion worldwide, doing so on its 53rd day of release.[293] Deadline.com calculated the net profit of the film to be $780.1 million, when factoring together all expenses and revenues for the film, making it the most profitable film of 2015 and the most profitable film in the last seven years.[294][295]
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The Force Awakens was released in the United States and Canada on December 18, 2015. It made a record-breaking $57 million from Thursday night previews,[N 1] of which IMAX screenings generated a record-breaking $5.7 million from 391 screens.[299] On its opening day, the film grossed $119.1 million, marking the biggest single and opening day[image: External link] record[300] and the first time a film has earned more than $100 million in a single day.[301] Without Thursday night grosses, the film earned the second largest opening-day gross ($62.1 million).[302] In total, it earned a record $247,966,675 (surpassing the original Sunday weekend estimate of $238 million by almost $10 million) for its opening weekend from around 14,400 screens at 4,134 theaters, for an average of $59,982 per theater (or $17,220 per screen).[303] The debut was 19% bigger than the previous record holder(s) Marvel's The Avengers ($207 million) and Jurassic World ($208 million).[304] The opening weekend figure included an IMAX opening-weekend record of $30.1 million (12.65%) from 391 IMAX theaters,[305][306] which nearly amounts to the $252.5 million total earned by Return of the Jedi – the 2nd lowest-grossing film in the series – in its original run.[307] Minus the $57 million it earned from Thursday previews, the film earned $190.8 million on straight Friday to Sunday, giving it an average of $63.6 million per day.[302] 2D screenings accounted for 53% of the total opening gross while 3D accounted for 47%. RealD 3D comprised $78 million of the opening gross, setting a new record.[305] Other records set by the film include the biggest weekend per-theater average for a wide release ($59,982 per theater from 4,134 theaters),[308] biggest holiday opening,[309] biggest PG-13 rated opening,[310] and biggest December opening.[311] The opening-weekend audience was evenly split among those under and over the age of 25, with 58% of the audience male, 71% adults, 20% families and 9% teenagers.[302]

Internationally, the film was released in over 30,000 screens.[312] It opened on December 16, 2015 in 12 international markets and earned $14.1 million on its opening day, debuting at first place in all of them.[313] It expanded in an additional 42 countries on December 17, generating $58.6 million for a two-day international total of $72.7 million, reaching first place in all 44 markets.[314] It grossed a total of $129.5 million in three days after adding $56.8 million on its third day, topped the daily box office in all countries except for South Korea and Vietnam where it was the second,[314][315] and set a new midnight record in the United Kingdom with $3.6 million.[316] It broke opening day records in the UK, Ireland and Malta ($14.3 million), Germany ($7.1 million), Australia ($6.8 million), Sweden ($1.7 million), Norway ($1.1 million) and in 16 other countries.[299][313][316][317] Other markets which generated large opening days were Spain ($3.5 million), Mexico ($3.4 million), Italy ($3.1 million) and Japan ($3 million).[314] After the five days, The Force Awakens had a total international opening gross of $281 million from 30,000 screens in 72 markets, a new record for December opening[312][318] and the third biggest international opening of all time.[319] International markets generating opening weekend tallies of at least $10 million were the United Kingdom, Ireland and Malta ($50.6 million), Germany ($27.5 million), France ($22.5 million), Australia ($19.6 million) and Japan ($13.4 million) and Russia ($12.3 million). The film had the biggest opening of all time in 18 countries including the United Kingdom, Germany, Australia, Russia and Sweden.[312][320] IMAX generated $17.9 million from 276 IMAX theaters.[306]

After five days, the film had a total worldwide opening record of $529 million from 74 territories, which was the biggest worldwide opening[image: External link], making it only the second time in cinematic history – after Jurassic World – that a film had opened to more than $500 million globally.[318][321] This included an IMAX opening record of $48 million.[321]

Revenues in the film's second weekend decreased by only 39.8% in the United States and Canada, earning $149.2 million, to remain in first place at the box office[322] and recording the biggest second weekend of all time.[323] Revenues from IMAX also dipped slightly, generating $19 million in its second weekend, for a record total of over $70 million in 10 days.[324] Internationally, the film had a steeper decline in its second weekend, falling 51% to $136.9 million.[325] Of the notable major markets, the film had an unsuccessful opening in India where it opened third against two local blockbusters with a mere $1.51 million.[326] As of February 21, the largest markets outside of the United States and Canada are the United Kingdom ($180.7 million), China ($124.5 million), Germany ($109.7 million), Japan ($92.6 million) and France ($88.2 million).[327]

The Force Awakens crossed the $1 billion mark on the 12th day of its general release (December 26, 2015), making it the fastest film to reach this mark. It became the twenty-fourth film grossing more than $1 billion worldwide, and the fifth film of 2015 to do so, making 2015 the first year to have five films gross more than $1 billion.[324] The film experienced another decrease in revenue in its third weekend, dropping 39.5% to $90.2 million domestically, remaining in first place at the box office,[328] to set a third-weekend record.[329]

On January 2, after just 16 days of release, it became the second film (following Avatar) to gross over $700 million in North America,[330] and on January 6 became the highest-grossing film of all time domestically, doing so in 20 days.[331] On January 9, it became the first film in cinematic history to cross $800 million domestically unadjusted for inflation,[332] and in the same weekend set a Saturday to Sunday opening weekend record for the studio in China with $52.6 million.[333] On January 17, 2016, it passed the $1 billion mark overseas becoming the first film of Disney, the third film of 2015 and the fifth film overall to achieve this feat.[334] It topped the international box office chart for five consecutive weekends, becoming the first film since Avengers: Age of Ultron to have five straight wins, before being dethroned by The Revenant in its sixth weekend.[335] In Japan, it topped the box office for six straight weekends.[335]

On February 5, the fiftieth day of release, The Force Awakens became the first film to earn over $900 million, unadjusted for inflation, in the United States and Canada. [336][337] On the following day, it became the third film in cinematic history to pass $2 billion in ticket sales worldwide (after Titanic and Avatar) and the second in original release (after Avatar).[338] Also, it became the third film to earn over $600 million in Europe.[338] In North America and the United Kingdom and Ireland, it fell outside of the top ten for the first time in its eleventh weekend during the weekend February 26–28, 2016,[339][340] and in the U.S. it did not achieve $1 million in ticket sales for the first time in its fourteenth weekend.[341]
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With a production budget of $306 million,[2] plus $175 million for marketing, printing and advertising costs, The Force Awakens was predicted to be a major box office success.[342] The cost of the film was subsidized by £31.6 million ($47 million USD) from the UK film incentive program.[4] Total costs, after accounting for profit participations, production and distribution of home videos, as well as other ancillary mediums, is expected to run $423 million.[343] Reports in April 2015 from The Hollywood Reporter and Amboee Brand Intelligence predicted the film would earn up to $540 million worldwide for its opening, breaking the record for the biggest worldwide opening, as well as breaking the record for the biggest U.S. opening. They also believed that The Force Awakens would have the widest release ever, across 4,500 theaters in North America.[344] But it ended receiving a total of 4,134 theaters, and nevertheless had the widest December opening.[213] Box office analyst Phil Contrino likened the film to Avatar (2009), which opened to $77 million in North America and went on to earn $2.8 billion worldwide, saying The Force Awakens would earn $1 billion "without blinking" and could gross $2 billion.[344] In August 2015, Deadline.com predicted an opening weekend of $615 million worldwide could be possible, including a $300 million opening in North America.[345] In November, box office analysts reported opening weekend projections were at $175–250 million.[213][346][347] In December, capital analyst Barton Crockett suggested that the film will be the first to gross over $3 billion worldwide at the box office.[348]

Analysts said that the box office receipts of the film, when compared to predecessors, must be adjusted for inflation, and that the first Star Wars film made more when this adjustment is made.[349] It has further been observed that each of the first three films in the series was more profitable in calculating revenue against production costs.[349] Paul Dergarabedian, box office analyst, said that while Avatar and The Force Awakens were both released on the same date of December 18, higher ticket prices in 2015 and IMAX screenings could push Star Wars "into the box office stratosphere".[350] On December 23, Mark Hughes of Forbes stated that The Force Awakens had matched the most optimistic projections for its opening, and he predicted that The Force Awakens would likely surpass Titanic as the second-highest-grossing film of all time. He also stated that The Force Awakens could catch Avatar as the top-grossing film of all time, but only if it managed to avoid major week-to-week declines in ticket sales.[351]

By January 13, analysts concluded that it was unlikely that The Force Awakens would surpass Avatar's global gross.[352][353] While The Force Awakens is hugely successful in North America, the same success was not witnessed in many overseas individual markets such as Germany, India, Latin America, and parts of Asia. One cited reason for this is that overseas audiences do not have the same nostalgia or affinity for the film as those in the U.S.[352][353][354] The Star Wars franchise has also traditionally lacked resonance with filmgoers in China, which is why part of the marketing for The Force Awakens heavily focused on appealing to that territory.[353][355] Pamela McClintock of The Hollywood Reporter stated that, for these territories, Star Wars "doesn't have the same legacy as it does in North America and more mature markets. It's also a faster burn, meaning it likely won't stay in theaters as long as Avatar did."[352] Dergarabedian said, "As in all box-office trajectories, the higher the altitude, the tougher it becomes to rack up sales at the kind of breakneck pace as in the beginning of the run."[352]

Nancy Tartaglione of Deadline.com argued that, if accounting for its 40/60 domestic to international split, The Force Awakens did well overseas.[354] Avatar did well internationally because of its novelty, the marketing campaign advertising it as showcasing the newest 3D technology that can only be fully appreciated in the theaters, and because of its extended time in overseas theaters.[353] While The Force Awakens had appeal with its special effects, analysts feel that it lacked the novelty factor; they also cite that its gross was additionally stilted due to markets making way for new films sooner than was previously done. Films do not play in overseas theaters as long as they did back when Avatar was released.[353] Dergarabedian stated, "No matter what, [The Force Awakens] is an absolute, all-out blockbuster without peer in terms of the sheer speed at which it has crossed all of these major box-office milestones."[352] Moreover, Mike Fleming of Deadline.com argued that the movie was the "most valuable movie" of the year, with "the net profit to Disney an astounding $923M, and the Cash on Cash Return twice that of any other film [released in 2016], at 2.31".[356]
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Star Wars: The Force Awakens received overwhelmingly positive reviews from critics.[357] On review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], it has a 92% approval rating based on 365 reviews, with a rating average of 8.2/10. The website's critical consensus reads "Packed with action and populated by both familiar faces and fresh blood, The Force Awakens successfully recalls the series' former glory while injecting it with renewed energy."[358] On Metacritic, the film has a score of 81 out of 100, based on 52 reviews, indicating "universal acclaim".[359] Audiences polled by CinemaScore gave the film an average grade of "A" on an A+ to F scale; women, under-25s and under-18s gave it an "A+", while 98% of audiences gave it either an "A" or a "B".[360]

Robbie Collin of The Daily Telegraph gave The Force Awakens five stars out of five and wrote that it "sets out to shake Star Wars from its slumber, and reconnect the series with its much-pined-for past. That it achieves this both immediately and joyously is perhaps the single greatest relief of the movie-going year."[361] Peter Bradshaw of The Guardian gave it five stars out of five, writing that it was "both a narrative progression from the earlier three films and a shrewdly affectionate next-gen reboot ... ridiculous and melodramatic and sentimental of course, but exciting and brimming with energy and its own kind of generosity."[362] Variety's Justin Chang wrote that the film has "sufficient style, momentum, love and care to prove irresistible to any who have ever considered themselves fans."[363] Richard Roeper of the Chicago Sun-Times gave the film four stars out of four, describing it as "a beautiful, thrilling, joyous, surprising, and heart-thumping adventure."[364] Tom Long of The Detroit News wrote that though some may find the film too similar to the original Star Wars, it leaves "the ungainly and unneeded clumsiness of the subsequent prequels far behind ... the energy, humor and simplicity of direction [has] been recaptured."[365] The Associated Press called it "basically the same" as the original film but "isn't that what we all wanted anyway?"[366]

Ann Hornaday, writing for The Washington Post, thought the film had "enough novelty to create yet another cohort of die-hard fans ... The Force Awakens strikes all the right chords, emotional and narrative, to feel both familiar and exhilaratingly new."[367] Christopher Orr, writing in The Atlantic, called the film "a mashup masterpiece" that "may be completely derivative" but is "a delight nonetheless."[368] The Charlotte Observer's Lawrence Toppman said Abrams had "pulled off a delicate balancing act, paying clever homage to the past."[369] Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle gave the film his highest rating and called it "the best Star Wars sequel yet and one of the best films of 2015."[370] Frank Pallotta, reviewing the film for CNN Money, found it was the best Star Wars film since the original trilogy and that it "is bound to be a film experience long remembered by fans and non-fans alike."[371] Jack Bottomley, writing for Starburst, awarded the film a 10 out of 10 score, saying "From old joys to fresh twists, this is a unique blockbuster experience that celebrates the franchise whilst also expanding it."[372]

Some critics found the film too derivative of previous Star Wars films.[113] Andrew O'Hehir wrote for Salon that it was "the work of a talented mimic or ventriloquist who can just about cover for the fact that he has nothing much to say."[373] Stephanie Zacharek[image: External link] of Time wrote that Abrams had delivered "everything we expect, as opposed to those nebulous wonders we didn't know we wanted."[374] Reviewing for Forbes, Scott Mendelson cited the film's "top-tier production values and a strong sense of scale and scope", but felt it was so much "an exercise in fan service [that] it is only due to the charisma and talent of our newbies and J. J. Abrams' undeniable skill as a visual storyteller that the Mad Libs narrative doesn't outright destroy the picture."[375] Brian Merchant of Motherboard wrote that "Science fiction is supposed to be all about exploring the unexplored, not rehashing the well-trod ... one of the most unabashedly creative enterprises of the 20th century has been rendered another largely enjoyable, but mostly forgettable Hollywood reboot."[376]
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Main article: List of accolades received by Star Wars: The Force Awakens


Several awards held their nominations before the December release of The Force Awakens, making the film ineligible for the 73rd Golden Globe Awards and some other awards ceremonies.[377] However, the film was added to the 21st Critics' Choice Awards's slate of best picture nominees after a special vote by the board of directors,[378] and the announcement of the 2015 American Film Institute Awards was delayed until after the release of The Force Awakens,[377] where it was named one of Top Ten Films of the year.[379]

The film received five Academy Award nominations at the 88th Academy Awards[image: External link], including Best Original Score, Best Sound Editing, Best Sound Mixing, Best Film Editing, and Best Visual Effects[image: External link].[380] The film garnered four nominations at the 69th British Academy Film Awards for Best Original Music, Best Sound, and Best Production Design, including two wins, one for Best Special Visual Effects and a BAFTA Rising Star Award for John Boyega.[381] It was nominated for Best Picture at the 2016 Critics' Choice Awards.[382] The film received seven Visual Effects Society Awards nominations, winning four, including Outstanding Visual Effects in an Effects Driven Feature Motion Picture.[383] It received the most nominations at the 21st Empire Awards, including Best Film, Best Sci-Fi/Fantasy Film, Best Director for J.J. Abrams, Best Male Newcomer for John Boyega, and Best Female Newcomer for Daisy Ridley.[384] It became the most nominated film in Saturn Award history with a total of 13 nominations at the 42nd Saturn Awards, where it won in eight categories, including Best Science Fiction Film, Best Writing, Best Actor for Ford, Best Supporting Actor for Driver, Best Music, Best Special Effects, Best Editing, and Best Make-Up.[385][386]

Daisy Ridley and John Boyega each received several nominations and accolades for their performances. They were nominated as Best Newcomers at various critics circle and associations, including the Alliance of Women Film Journalists,[387] and the Florida Film Critics Circle,[388] The Force Awakens received eleven nominations at the MTV Movie Awards, the most for the ceremony, including Movie of the Year, Best Female Performance for Ridley, Best Breakthrough Performance for Boyega, and Best Virtual Performance for Lupita Nyong'o and Andy Serkis.[389]
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In addition to several awards and nominations, The Force Awakens appeared on several critics' lists of the ten best films of 2015.[390]



	1st – Peter Howell, The Toronto Star


	2nd – Bob Thompson, The Vancouver Sun


	3rd – Total Film


	4th – Digital Spy


	4th – Rod Pocowatchit, The Wichita Eagle


	4th – Troy L. Smith, The Plain Dealer


	5th – Empire


	5th – Wired


	5th – Collin Souter, RogerEbert.com


	6th – Michael Smith, Tulsa World


	6th – Twitch Film


	7th – Matthew Jacobs, The Huffington Post


	7th – Peter Debruge, Variety


	8th – Matt Fagerholm, RogerEbert.com


	9th – Sean P. Means, The Salt Lake Tribune


	9th – Christopher Orr, The Atlantic


	9th – Richard Roeper, The Chicago Sun-Times


	9th – Peter Travers, Rolling Stone


	10th – Robbie Collin, The Daily Telegraph


	10th – Mick LaSalle, San Francisco Chronicle


	Top 10 (ordered alphabetically) – American Film Institute


	Top 10 (ordered alphabetically) – Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian


	Top 10 (ordered alphabetically) – Joe Leydon, Variety


	Top 10 (ordered alphabetically) – Nell Minow[image: External link], RogerEbert.com

	Top 10 (ordered alphabetically) – Joe Morgenstern, The Wall Street Journal


	Top 10 (ordered alphabetically) – Katherine Tulich, RogerEbert.com

	Top 10 (ordered alphabetically) – Calvin Wilson, St. Louis Post-Dispatch


	Top 10 (ordered alphabetically) – Brian Truitt, USA Today
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Main article: Star Wars: The Last Jedi


Rian Johnson confirmed in August 2014 that he would direct Episode VIII,[181] later titled The Last Jedi.[391] It is scheduled for release on December 15, 2017.[392] Some second-unit filming took place in September 2015 in Ireland,[393][394] with principal photography beginning in February 2016 at Pinewood Studios.[395][396][397] Hamill, Fisher, Driver, Ridley, Boyega, Isaac, Nyong'o, Gleeson, Daniels, Christie, Serkis, Vee, and Mayhew will reprise their roles in the film, and are joined by Benicio del Toro, Laura Dern and Kelly Marie Tran.[398][38][38]
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Further information: Star Wars: Episode IX


In August 2015, Colin Trevorrow was announced as the director of Episode IX,[399] scheduled for release on May 24, 2019.[400]
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 Footnote






	
^ The $57 million figure incorporates revenues generated from the "Star Wars Marathon Event" from 135 theaters in which all previous six Star Wars films were shown along with Star Wars: The Force Awakens. Ticket prices cost $59.99 for all the films (including The Force Awakens) at an average of $8.57 per movie.[296][297][298]
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J. J. Abrams






Jeffrey Jacob "J.J." Abrams (born June 27, 1966) is an American film director, producer, screenwriter, and composer. He is known for work in the genres[image: External link] of action[image: External link], drama[image: External link], and science fiction[image: External link]. Abrams wrote and/or produced feature films such as Regarding Henry (1991), Forever Young (1992), Armageddon (1998), Cloverfield (2008), and Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015).

He created or co-created a number of TV drama series, including Felicity (co-creator, 1998–2003), Alias (creator, 2001–2006), Lost (co-creator, 2004–2010), and Fringe (co-creator, 2008–2013). Abrams won two Emmy Awards[image: External link] for Lost—Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series[image: External link] and Outstanding Drama Series[image: External link].

His directorial film work includes Star Trek (2009) and its sequel Star Trek Into Darkness (2013), Mission: Impossible III (2006), and Super 8 (2011). He also directed and co-wrote Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015), the first film in the Star Wars sequel trilogy and his highest-grossing film, as well as the third highest-grossing film of all time.

Abrams's frequent creative collaborators include producer Bryan Burk, actors Greg Grunberg and Simon Pegg, writers Alex Kurtzman[image: External link] and Roberto Orci[image: External link], composer Michael Giacchino, cinematographers Daniel Mindel and Larry Fong[image: External link], and editors Maryann Brandon and Mary Jo Markey.
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 Early life




Abrams was born in New York City and raised in Los Angeles, the son of television producer Gerald W. Abrams (born 1939) and executive producer Carol Ann Abrams[image: External link] (née Kelvin; 1942–2012).[1] His sister is screenwriter Tracy Rosen.[1] He attended Palisades High School. After high school, Abrams planned to go to film school rather than an academic college but eventually enrolled at Sarah Lawrence College[image: External link], following his dad's advice: "it's more important that you go off and learn what to make movies about than how to make movies."[2]
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 Early career




Abrams's first job in the movie business started at 15 when he wrote the music for Don Dohler[image: External link]'s 1982 film Nightbeast[image: External link]. During his senior year at college, he teamed with Jill Mazursky to write a feature film treatment.[3] Purchased by Touchstone Pictures[image: External link], the treatment was the basis for Taking Care of Business, Abrams's first produced film, which starred Charles Grodin[image: External link] and James Belushi[image: External link]. He followed with Regarding Henry, starring Harrison Ford, and Forever Young, starring Mel Gibson[image: External link]. He also co-wrote with Mazursky the script for the comedy Gone Fishin' starring Joe Pesci[image: External link] and Danny Glover[image: External link].

In 1994, he was part of the "Propellerheads" with Rob Letterman[image: External link], Loren Soman, and Andy Waisler, a group of Sarah Lawrence alums experimenting with computer animation[image: External link] technology who were contracted by Jeffrey Katzenberg[image: External link] to develop animation for the film Shrek[image: External link].[4] Abrams worked on the screenplay for the 1998 film Armageddon with producer Jerry Bruckheimer[image: External link] and director Michael Bay[image: External link]. That same year, he made his first foray into television with Felicity, which ran for four seasons on The WB Network[image: External link], serving as the series' co-creator (with Matt Reeves[image: External link]) and executive producer. He also composed its opening theme music[image: External link].
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 2000s




Under his production company, Bad Robot, which he founded with Bryan Burk in 2001,[5] Abrams created and executive-produced ABC[image: External link]'s Alias and is co-creator (along with Damon Lindelof[image: External link] and Jeffrey Lieber[image: External link]) and executive producer of Lost. He later co-wrote the teleplay for Lost's third season premiere "A Tale of Two Cities[image: External link]." As with Felicity, Abrams also composed the opening theme music[image: External link] for Alias and Lost. In 2001, Abrams co-wrote and produced the thriller Joy Ride.[6] In 2006, he served as executive producer of What About Brian[image: External link] and Six Degrees[image: External link], also on ABC. Abrams directed and wrote the two-part pilot for Lost and remained active producer for the first half of the season. That same year, he made his feature directorial debut in 2006 with Mission: Impossible III, starring Tom Cruise[image: External link]. Abrams spoke at the TED[image: External link] conference in 2007.[7]

In 2008, Abrams produced the monster movie[image: External link] Cloverfield.[8] In 2009, he directed the science fiction film[image: External link] Star Trek,[9] which he produced with Lost co-creator Damon Lindelof. While it was speculated that they would be writing and producing an adaptation of Stephen King[image: External link]'s The Dark Tower[image: External link] series of novels, they publicly stated in November 2009 that they were no longer looking to take on that project.[10] In 2008, Abrams co-created, executive produced, and co-wrote (along with Roberto Orci[image: External link] and Alex Kurtzman[image: External link]) the FOX[image: External link] science fiction series Fringe, for which he also composed the theme music. He was featured in the 2009 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link] 1980s-style digital short "Cool Guys Don't Look at Explosions[image: External link]", with Andy Samberg[image: External link] and Will Ferrell[image: External link], in which he plays a keyboard solo. NBC[image: External link] picked up Abrams's Undercovers as its first new drama series for the 2010–11 season.[11] However, it was subsequently cancelled by the network in November 2010.

In 2008, it was reported that Abrams purchased the rights to a New York Times[image: External link] article "Mystery on Fifth Avenue" about the renovation of an 8.5 million dollar co-op, a division of property originally owned by E. F. Hutton & Co.[image: External link] and Marjorie Merriweather Post[image: External link], for six figures and was developing a film titled Mystery on Fifth Avenue, with Paramount Pictures and Bad Robot Productions,[12] and comedy writers Maya Forbes and Wally Wolodarsky[image: External link] to write the adaptation. According to the article, a wealthy couple Steven B. Klinsky and Maureen Sherry purchased the apartment in 2003 and live there with their four children. Soon after purchasing the apartment, they hired young architectural designer Eric Clough[image: External link], who devised an elaborately clever "scavenger hunt" built into the apartment that involved dozens of historical figures, a fictional book and a soundtrack, woven throughout the apartment in puzzles, riddles, secret panels, compartments, and hidden codes, without the couple's knowledge. The family didn't discover the embedded mystery until months after moving into the apartment.[13][14] After Abrams purchased the article, Clough left him an encrypted message in the wall tiles of a Christian Louboutin[image: External link] shoe store he designed in West Hollywood.[15]
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 2010s




He wrote and directed the Paramount[image: External link] science fiction thriller Super 8, starring Joel Courtney[image: External link] and Elle Fanning[image: External link], while co-producing with Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Bryan Burk; it was released on June 10, 2011.[16] Abrams directed the sequel to Star Trek, Star Trek Into Darkness, released in May 2013.[17] On January 25, 2013, The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] and Lucasfilm officially announced Abrams as director and producer of Star Wars: The Force Awakens, the seventh entry in the Star Wars film saga.[18] Disney/Lucasfilm also announced that Bryan Burk and Bad Robot Productions would produce the feature.[19]

Following the news that he would direct The Force Awakens, speculation arose as to Abrams's future with Paramount Pictures, with whom he had released all of his previously directed feature work, and which had a first-look deal with his Bad Robot Productions. Paramount vice-chairman Rob Moore stated that Abrams will continue to have a hand in the highly successful Star Trek and Mission: Impossible franchises going forward.[20] Abrams directed, produced, and co-wrote the screenplay for, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, working alongside Lawrence Kasdan, following the departure of co-writer Michael Arndt.[21] Star Wars: The Force Awakens opened in theaters on December 18, 2015. It grossed over $2 billion at the box office, making him the second director to make a $2 billion movie since James Cameron[image: External link]'s Avatar.[22][23]

He served as producer of Star Trek Beyond in 2016.

Abrams announced at the 2013 D.I.C.E. Summit[image: External link] that Bad Robot Productions had made a deal with Valve Corporation[image: External link] to produce a film based on either the video game title Portal[image: External link] or Half-Life[image: External link].[24] On September 9, 2013, it was announced that Abrams would release a novel, S.[image: External link], written by Doug Dorst[image: External link]. The book was released on October 29, 2013.[25]
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 Upcoming projects




In 2009, it was reported that Abrams and Bad Robot Productions would produce a film based on the Micronauts[image: External link] toy line.[26][27] As of December 2013, the film hasn't been made, but it is stated that the film is still in production.[28]

In January 2014, during the promotion of the TV series Believe[image: External link], it was reported that Abrams was interested in making film adaptations of Alias, Lost and Felicity.[29]

In November 2015, it was reported that a sixth Mission: Impossible film[image: External link] was in the works and that Abrams was expected to return to produce the film, along Tom Cruise[image: External link], Don Granger[image: External link], David Ellison[image: External link], and Dana Goldberg.[30]

In July 2016, Abrams reported that a fourth Star Trek installment[image: External link] was in the works and that he is confident that Chris Pine[image: External link], Zachary Quinto[image: External link] and Chris Hemsworth[image: External link] will return for the sequel.[31][32] In October 2016, he also revealed that he was producing a film titled God Particle, that would serve as a sequel to 10 Cloverfield Lane.[33]

In March 2017, it was reported that Abrams was working on a new film titled Overlord, a horror film set in World War 2 set to be directed by Julius Avery.[34]
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 Refused projects




In 1989, Abrams met Steven Spielberg[image: External link] at a film festival, where Spielberg spoke about a possible Who Framed Roger Rabbit sequel[image: External link], with Abrams as a possible writer and with Robert Zemeckis[image: External link] as producer.[35] Nothing came up from this project, although Abrams has some storyboards for a Roger Rabbit[image: External link] short.[35]

In July 2002, Abrams wrote a script for a possible fifth Superman[image: External link] film entitled Superman: Flyby[image: External link].[36] Brett Ratner[image: External link] and McG[image: External link] entered into talks to direct,[37] although Abrams tried to get the chance to direct his own script.[38] However, the project was finally cancelled in 2004 and instead Superman Returns[image: External link] was released in 2006.

In November 2009, it was reported that Abrams and Bad Robot Productions were producing, along with Cartoon Network Movies[image: External link], Warner Bros., Frederator Films[image: External link] and Paramount Pictures[image: External link], a film adaptation[image: External link] of Samurai Jack[image: External link].[39] However, in June 2012, series creator Genndy Tartakovsky[image: External link] stated that the production of the film was scrapped after Abrams' departure from the project to direct Star Trek[image: External link].[40] For this and other reasons, Tartakovsky decided to make a new season[image: External link] instead of a feature film.
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 Personal life




Abrams is married to public relations executive Katie McGrath and has three children.[3][41] He resides in Pacific Palisades, Los Angeles[image: External link], California.[42][43] He is Jewish[image: External link] and his wife is Roman Catholic, and he sometimes takes his children to religious services on Jewish holidays.[44]

Abrams serves on the Creative Council of Represent.Us[image: External link], a nonpartisan[image: External link] anti-corruption organization.[45]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film






	Year
	Film
	Director
	Producer
	Writer
	Actor
	Notes



	1982
	Nightbeast[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	Composer

Sound effects



	1990
	Taking Care of Business
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	1991
	Regarding Henry
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Delivery Boy

Co-producer



	1992
	Forever Young
	
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Executive producer



	1993
	Six Degrees of Separation[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes
	Doug



	1996
	The Pallbearer
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	Diabolique[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes
	Video Photographer #2



	1997
	Gone Fishin'
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	1998
	Armageddon
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	1999
	The Suburbans
	
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Rock Journalist



	2001
	Joy Ride
	
	Yes
	Yes
	
	



	2006
	Mission: Impossible III
	Yes
	
	Yes
	
	Feature directorial debut

Also digital artist



	2008
	Cloverfield
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	2009
	Star Trek
	Yes
	Yes
	
	
	



	2010
	Morning Glory
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	2011
	Super 8
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	
	



	Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	2013
	Star Trek Into Darkness
	Yes
	Yes
	
	
	



	2014
	Infinitely Polar Bear[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	
	Executive producer



	2015
	Mission: Impossible – Rogue Nation
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Vocal cameo



	2016
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	Star Trek Beyond
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	2017
	God Particle
	
	Yes
	
	
	Post-production



	Star Wars: The Last Jedi
	
	Yes
	
	
	Post-production; executive producer



	2018
	Mission: Impossible 6
	
	Yes
	
	
	Filming
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	Year
	Title
	Credited as
	Notes



	Writer
	Director
	Executive Producer
	Composer



	1998–2002
	Felicity
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Co-creator; writer (17 episodes), director (2 episodes), theme music co-composer



	2001–2006
	Alias
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Creator; writer (13 episodes), director (3 episodes), theme music composer



	2004–2010
	Lost
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Co-creator; writer (3 episodes), director (2 episodes), theme music composer



	2005
	The Catch
	Yes
	
	Yes
	
	Co-creator; Pilot



	2006–2007
	What About Brian[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	Six Degrees[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	2006
	Jimmy Kimmel Live![image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	
	Episode guest directed:

"Episode #4.269"



	2007
	The Office[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	
	Episode directed:

" Cocktails[image: External link]"



	2008–2013
	Fringe
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Co-creator; writer (6 episodes), theme music composer



	2009
	Anatomy of Hope[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Pilot



	2010
	Undercovers[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Co-creator; writer (3 episodes), director (1 episode), theme music composer



	2011–2016
	Person of Interest[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Theme music composer



	2012
	Alcatraz[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Theme music composer



	Shelter
	
	
	Yes
	
	Pilot[46]



	Family Guy[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	Guest star; episode:

"Ratings Guy[image: External link]"



	2012–2014
	Revolution[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Theme music composer



	2013–2014
	Almost Human[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Theme music composer



	2014
	Believe[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	2015
	Dead People
	
	
	Yes
	
	Pilot[47]



	2016
	11.22.63[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	Limited Series[48]



	Roadies[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	[49]



	2016–present
	Westworld[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
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	Year
	Program
	Credit
	Notes



	2009
	"Cool Guys Don't Look at Explosions[image: External link]"
	Performer
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	Year
	Title
	Credit
	Notes



	2017
	The Play That Goes Wrong[image: External link]
	Producer
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result



	1999
	Razzie Award[image: External link]
	Worst Screenplay
	Armageddon
	Nominated



	2002
	Emmy Award[image: External link][50]
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series
	Alias
	Nominated



	2004
	PGA Award[image: External link]
	Best Drama
	Nominated



	2005
	ASCAP Film and Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Top TV Series
	Lost
	Won



	Directors Guild of America[image: External link]
	Best Director
	Nominated



	Emmy Award[image: External link][50]
	Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series[image: External link] – Pilot[image: External link]
	Won



	Outstanding Drama Series[image: External link][50]
	Won



	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[image: External link] – Pilot[image: External link][50]
	Nominated



	2006
	ASCAP Film and Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Top TV Series
	Won



	PGA Award[image: External link]
	Best Drama
	Won



	Writers Guild of America[image: External link][51]
	Dramatic Series
	Won



	2007
	Saturn Award
	Best Director
	Mission: Impossible III
	Nominated



	BAFTA Award[image: External link]
	Best International
	Lost
	Nominated



	PGA Award[image: External link]
	Best Drama
	Nominated



	Writers Guild of America[image: External link]
	Dramatic Series
	Nominated



	2008
	Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Drama Series
	Nominated



	2009
	Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Drama Series
	Nominated



	Writers Guild of America[image: External link]
	Long Form
	Fringe
	Nominated



	New Series
	Nominated



	2010
	Emmy Award[image: External link][50]
	Outstanding Drama Series
	Lost
	Nominated



	Saturn Award
	Best Director
	Star Trek
	Nominated



	Empire Awards
	Best Director
	Nominated



	PGA Award[image: External link]
	Theatrical Motion Picture
	Nominated



	2012
	Saturn Award
	Best Director
	Super 8
	Won



	Best Writing
	Nominated



	2013
	PGA Award[image: External link]
	Norman Lear Achievement Award in Television
	
	Won



	2014
	Saturn Award
	Best Director
	Star Trek Into Darkness
	Nominated



	2016
	Best Director
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Nominated



	Best Writing
	Won



	Empire Awards
	Best Director
	Won
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	Saturn Award for Best Director[image: External link]
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Kathleen Kennedy (producer)






Kathleen Kennedy (born June 5, 1953) is an American film producer.[1] In 1981, she co-founded Amblin Entertainment[image: External link] with Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and husband Frank Marshall[image: External link]. She was a producer on the 1982 film E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link] and the Jurassic Park franchise[image: External link], the first two of which became two of the top ten highest-grossing films of the 1990s[image: External link]. Kennedy is third only to Spielberg and Stan Lee[image: External link] in domestic box office receipts, with over $6 billion as of December 2015.[2]

On October 30, 2012, she became the president of Lucasfilm, and the brand manager of the Star Wars franchise, after The Walt Disney Company acquired the company for over $4 billion.[3] It was then announced that the first project under her authority would be Episode VII of the Star Wars saga, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, which was released on December 18, 2015, becoming the biggest domestic earner in North America.

Overall, Kennedy's work has included over 60 films, 120 Academy Award nominations, and over $11 billion worldwide including three of the highest-grossing films in motion picture history.[4] One of her most recent projects, Lincoln[image: External link], also produced by Spielberg, was nominated for seven Golden Globes and twelve Academy Awards.
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Kennedy was born in Berkeley, California[image: External link], the daughter of Dione Marie "Dede" (née Dousseau), a one-time theater actress, and Donald R. Kennedy, a judge and attorney.[5] Kennedy has two sisters. Her twin sister, Connie, formerly a location manager in British Columbia, Canada, is now the executive producer of the Virtual Production company Profile Studios.[6] Kennedy graduated from Shasta High School[image: External link] in Redding, California[image: External link], in 1971. She continued her education at San Diego State University[image: External link] where she majored in telecommunications and film. In her final year, Kennedy got a job at a local San Diego[image: External link] TV station, KCST, taking on various roles including camera operator[image: External link], video editor[image: External link], floor director[image: External link] and finally KCST news production coordinator[image: External link].

After her employment with KCST, she went on to produce a local talk show[image: External link] entitled You're On for the station for four years before moving to Los Angeles. In Los Angeles, Kennedy secured her first film production job working as an assistant to John Milius[image: External link], who at the time was executive producer of Spielberg's 1941[image: External link].
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During the production of 1941 (1979), while working for screenwriter John Milius, Kennedy came to the attention of Steven Spielberg. Spielberg hired Kennedy as his secretary[image: External link], but both she and he reported that she was a terrible typist who was kept on only because of her good production ideas. Kennedy was credited as associate to Mr. Spielberg on Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981), then associate producer on Spielberg's production of Tobe Hooper[image: External link]'s Poltergeist[image: External link] (1982). She began receiving producer credit with Spielberg on the box-office smash E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial (1982), which continued on most of his films for the next three decades. Following her work on the Indiana Jones[image: External link] films, she rose to become one of Hollywood's leading producers.

In 1981 she helped co-found and run the hugely successful production company Amblin Entertainment, with Spielberg and her future husband Frank Marshall[image: External link]. She went on to collaborate with a large and important group of directors, including Martin Scorsese[image: External link], Robert Zemeckis[image: External link], Barry Levinson[image: External link], and Clint Eastwood[image: External link] when they made films for Amblin. Kennedy took over a large portion of the running of Amblin and served as president of the Amblin company until 1992, when she decided to form her own film company with Marshall. She became a partner with him in The Kennedy/Marshall Company[image: External link], a Santa-Monica-based film-production company with a deal at DreamWorks[image: External link].

Although working on a variety of projects, she continued her business relationship with Spielberg and became executive producer[image: External link] for both the blockbuster Jurassic Park[image: External link] (1993) and the historical drama Schindler's List[image: External link].

In 1995, she was awarded the Women in Film[image: External link] Crystal Award[image: External link] for outstanding women who, through their endurance and the excellence of their work, have helped to expand the role of women within the entertainment industry.[7] In 2007, she was the first recipient of Women in Film's Paltrow Mentorship Award, for showing extraordinary commitment to mentoring and supporting the next generation of filmmakers and executives.[8]

In 2005 she was a producer on two of Spielberg's films: War of the Worlds[image: External link] and Munich[image: External link], the latter of which earned her an Academy Award nomination. Marshall and Kennedy were producers for the US versions of two Studio Ghibli[image: External link] animated features, Ponyo[image: External link] released in 2009[9] and The Secret World of Arrietty[image: External link],[10] released in 2012.

In May 2012, she stepped down from Kennedy/Marshall, leaving Marshall as sole principal of their eponymous film company.[11][12]

In June 2012, Kennedy was named co-chair of Lucasfilm Ltd. alongside George Lucas, whose role was to be eventually assumed by Kennedy.[13][14] With the sale of Lucasfilm to The Walt Disney Company, she was promoted to president.[15]

Kennedy sits on the Board of Governors of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] (Producers Branch).[16] For the 2001–02 period, she was co-president (with Tim Gibbons) of the Producers Guild of America[image: External link].[17]
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Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981) (associate to Steven Spielberg)

	
Poltergeist[image: External link] (1982) (associate producer)

	
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link] (1982) (producer)

	
Twilight Zone: The Movie[image: External link] (1983) (associate producer) (segment 2)

	
Gremlins[image: External link] (1984) (executive producer)

	
Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984) (associate producer)

	
The Color Purple[image: External link] (1985) (producer)

	
Young Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] (1985) (executive producer)

	
Back to the Future[image: External link] (1985) (executive producer)

	
The Goonies[image: External link] (1985) (executive producer)

	
Fandango[image: External link] (1985) (executive producer)

	
An American Tail[image: External link] (1986) (executive producer)

	
The Money Pit[image: External link] (1986) (producer)

	
*batteries not included[image: External link] (1987) (executive producer)

	
Empire of the Sun[image: External link] (1987) (producer)

	
Innerspace[image: External link] (1987) (co-executive producer)

	
The China Odyssey: 'Empire of the Sun', a Film by Steven Spielberg (1987) (associate producer)

	
The Land Before Time (1988) (co-executive producer)

	
Who Framed Roger Rabbit[image: External link] (1988) (executive producer)

	
Always[image: External link] (1989) (producer)

	
Back to the Future Part II[image: External link] (1989) (executive producer)

	
Dad[image: External link] (1989) (executive producer)

	
Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989) (associate producer)

	
Tummy Trouble[image: External link] (1989) (executive producer)

	
Arachnophobia[image: External link] (1990) (producer)

	
Gremlins 2: The New Batch[image: External link] (1990) (executive producer)

	
Roller Coaster Rabbit[image: External link] (1990) (executive producer)

	
Back to the Future Part III[image: External link] (1990) (executive producer)

	
Joe Versus the Volcano[image: External link] (1990) (executive producer)

	
Hook[image: External link] (1991) (producer)

	
An American Tail: Fievel Goes West[image: External link] (1991) (executive producer)

	
Cape Fear[image: External link] (1991) (executive producer)

	
A Brief History of Time[image: External link] (1991) (executive producer) (uncredited)

	
A Wish for Wings That Work[image: External link] (1991) (TV) (executive producer)

	
Noises Off[image: External link] (1992) (executive producer)

	
Schindler's List[image: External link] (1993) (executive producer)

	
We're Back! A Dinosaur's Story[image: External link] (1993) (executive producer)

	
A Dangerous Woman[image: External link] (1993) (executive producer)

	
Jurassic Park[image: External link] (1993) (producer)

	
A Far Off Place[image: External link] (1993) (executive producer)

	
Trail Mix-Up[image: External link] (1993) (executive producer)

	
Alive[image: External link] (1993) (producer)

	
Milk Money[image: External link] (1994) (producer)

	
The Flintstones[image: External link] (1994) (executive producer)

	
Balto[image: External link] (1995) (executive producer)

	
The Indian in the Cupboard[image: External link] (1995) (producer)

	
Congo[image: External link] (1995) (producer)

	
The Bridges of Madison County[image: External link] (1995) (producer)

	
Twister[image: External link] (1996) (producer)

	
The Best of Roger Rabbit (1996) (executive producer)

	
The Lost World: Jurassic Park[image: External link] (1997) (executive producer)

	
A Map of the World[image: External link] (1999) (producer)

	
Snow Falling on Cedars[image: External link] (1999) (producer)

	
The Sixth Sense[image: External link] (1999) (producer)

	
Olympic Glory (1999) (executive producer)

	
Jurassic Park III[image: External link] (2001) (producer)

	
A.I. Artificial Intelligence[image: External link] (2001) (producer)

	
The Sports Pages (2001) (TV) (executive producer)

	
Signs[image: External link] (2002) (executive producer)

	
The Young Black Stallion[image: External link] (2003) (producer)

	
Seabiscuit[image: External link] (2003) (producer)

	
Munich[image: External link] (2005) (producer)

	
War of the Worlds[image: External link] (2005) (producer)

	
Persepolis[image: External link] (2007) (executive producer)

	
The Diving Bell and the Butterfly[image: External link] (2007) (producer)

	
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button[image: External link] (2008) (producer)

	
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull (2008) (producer)

	
Ponyo[image: External link] (2009) (U.S. version co-producer)

	
Crossing Over[image: External link] (2009) (producer)

	
The Last Airbender[image: External link] (2010) (executive producer)

	
Hereafter[image: External link] (co-producer with Clint Eastwood[image: External link], Robert Lorenz[image: External link] & Steven Spielberg[image: External link]) (2010)

	
The Adventures of Tintin: The Secret of the Unicorn[image: External link] (2011) (producer)

	
War Horse[image: External link] (2011) (producer)

	
The Secret World of Arrietty[image: External link] (2012) (U.S. version executive producer)

	
Lincoln[image: External link] (2012) (producer)

	
Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015) (producer)

	
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (2016) (producer)

	
Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017) (producer)

	
Untitled Han Solo film (2018) (producer)

	
Star Wars Episode IX (2019) (producer)

	
Untitled Indiana Jones fifth film[image: External link] (2020) (producer)
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Bryan Burk






This article is about the filmmaker. For the soccer player, see Bryan Burke[image: External link].

Bryan Burk (born December 30, 1968) is an American film and television producer.

He is mostly known for producing movies in collaboration with J. J. Abrams, including the Star Trek reboot series[image: External link], the Mission: Impossible films[image: External link] Ghost Protocol and Rogue Nation, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, and the TV series Alias, Lost, Fringe, and Person of Interest[image: External link]. His only work outside of producing was co-writing the Fringe episode "There's More Than One of Everything[image: External link]".
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After graduating from USC's School of Cinema-Television in 1991,[1] Bryan Burk began his career working with producers Brad Weston at Columbia Pictures[image: External link], Ned Tanen[image: External link] at Sony Pictures[image: External link] and John Davis at FOX[image: External link]. In 1995, he joined Gerber Pictures, where he developed TNT's Emmy[image: External link]-winning James Dean[image: External link].[2]

Together with J. J. Abrams, he founded the production company Bad Robot Productions in 2001.[3] As Executive Vice President of the company, Burk serves as executive producer for all of their television and film productions.

In 2009, Burk co-wrote the story of the season one[image: External link] finale of Fringe, "There's More Than One of Everything[image: External link]", with Akiva Goldsman[image: External link], while Jeff Pinkner[image: External link] and J. H. Wyman[image: External link] wrote the teleplay[image: External link].
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	Year
	Program
	Credit
	Notes



	2008
	Cloverfield
	Producer
	



	2009
	Star Trek
	Executive producer
	



	2010
	Morning Glory
	Producer
	



	2011
	Super 8
	Producer
	



	Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol
	Producer
	



	2013
	Star Trek Into Darkness
	Producer
	



	2014
	Infinitely Polar Bear[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	



	2015
	Mission: Impossible – Rogue Nation
	Producer
	



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Producer
	



	2016
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	Producer
	[4][5]



	Star Trek Beyond
	Producer
	



	2018
	Mission: Impossible 6
	Producer
	Filming
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	Year
	Program
	Credit
	Notes



	2001–2006
	Alias
	co-producer
	



	2004–2010
	Lost
	executive producer
	



	2005
	The Catch
	executive producer
	Pilot



	2006–2007
	What About Brian[image: External link]
	executive producer
	



	Six Degrees[image: External link]
	executive producer
	



	2008–2013
	Fringe
	executive producer, writer
	



	2009
	Anatomy of Hope[image: External link]
	executive producer
	Pilot



	2010
	Undercovers[image: External link]
	executive producer
	



	2011–2016
	Person of Interest[image: External link]
	executive producer
	



	2012
	Alcatraz[image: External link]
	executive producer
	



	Shelter
	executive producer
	Pilot[6]



	2012–2014
	Revolution[image: External link]
	executive producer
	



	2013–2014
	Almost Human[image: External link]
	executive producer
	



	2014
	Believe[image: External link]
	executive producer
	



	2015
	Dead People
	executive producer
	Pilot[7]



	2016
	11.22.63[image: External link]
	executive producer
	[8]



	Roadies[image: External link]
	executive producer
	[9]



	2016–present
	Westworld[image: External link]
	executive producer
	[10]
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Lawrence Kasdan






Lawrence Edward Kasdan (born January 14, 1949) is an American screenwriter, director and producer. He is best known as co-writer of the films The Empire Strikes Back, Raiders of the Lost Ark, and Return of the Jedi. Kasdan co-wrote the Star Wars sequel trilogy film Star Wars: The Force Awakens, and will co-write the series' Han Solo spin-off film.[1]

He has been nominated for three Oscars: twice for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] for The Big Chill[image: External link] and Grand Canyon[image: External link] and once for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] for The Accidental Tourist[image: External link]. He is the father of directors Jake Kasdan[image: External link] and Jon Kasdan[image: External link], and the father-in-law of musician Inara George[image: External link].
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 Early life




Kasdan was born in Miami[image: External link], Florida[image: External link], the son of Sylvia Sarah (née Landau), an employment counselor, and Clarence Norman Kasdan, who managed retail electronics stores.[2] His brother is the writer/producer Mark Kasdan[image: External link]. His family is Jewish[image: External link].[3] He was raised in Morgantown, West Virginia[image: External link],[4] where he graduated from Morgantown High School in 1966.[citation needed[image: External link]]

He graduated from the University of Michigan[image: External link] with an MA in Education, originally planning on a career as an English teacher. He won a Hopwood Award[image: External link] for writing during the time of his studies.[5] He was a student of Professor Kenneth Thorpe Rowe[image: External link].
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 Career




Upon graduation, Kasdan was unable to find a teaching position, so he became an advertising[image: External link] copywriter[image: External link], a profession he did not enjoy, but remained in for five years (even picking up a Clio Award[image: External link] along the way), first in Detroit[image: External link] and later in Los Angeles where he tried to interest Hollywood in his screenplays.

Kasdan's introduction into the film business came in the mid-1970s when after being rejected 67 times,[6] his script for The Bodyguard[image: External link] was sold to Warner Bros. as a vehicle for Diana Ross[image: External link] and Steve McQueen[image: External link]. The script became stuck in "development hell[image: External link]" and became one of several screenplays successively called "the best un-made script in Hollywood"; it was eventually produced as a 1992 film starring Whitney Houston[image: External link] and Kevin Costner[image: External link].

After he sold his screenplay Continental Divide[image: External link] to Steven Spielberg[image: External link], George Lucas commissioned Kasdan to write the screenplay for Raiders of the Lost Ark. Lucas then hired Kasdan to complete the screenplay for his Star Wars sequel The Empire Strikes Back (1980) after the death of Leigh Brackett[image: External link], who wrote the first draft. Kasdan made his directing debut with Body Heat[image: External link] (1981), which he also wrote. Lucas later commissioned Kasdan to write the screenplay for Return of the Jedi (1983).

Kasdan is known for both writing and directing his films, which have ranged from Westerns and romantic comedies to thought-provoking dramas. He has received four Academy Award nominations, for screenplays to The Big Chill[image: External link], Grand Canyon[image: External link], and The Accidental Tourist[image: External link], for which he also earned a nomination for Best Picture. Grand Canyon won the Golden Bear[image: External link] at the 42nd Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link].[7]

From 1994 to 2003, he made a set of films that, in contrast to the hits he had in the 1980s, failed to break the bank in receipts; among these films were Wyatt Earp[image: External link] and Dreamcatcher[image: External link], the latter based on the Stephen King[image: External link] best seller. The exception was 1995's French Kiss[image: External link], which grossed $100 million.

He made cameo appearances as the lawyer of River Phoenix[image: External link]'s character in I Love You To Death[image: External link], the director of Steve Martin[image: External link]'s character's latest action film in Grand Canyon[image: External link], and in James L. Brooks[image: External link]' comedy As Good As It Gets[image: External link] as the fed-up psychiatrist[image: External link] of Jack Nicholson[image: External link]'s novelist. In 2001, Kasdan was the recipient of the Austin Film Festival[image: External link]'s Distinguished Screenwriter Award. In 2006, Kasdan received the Laurel Award for Screenwriting Achievement[image: External link] from the Writers Guild of America[image: External link].

Kasdan directed the 2012 dramedy Darling Companion[image: External link], starring Diane Keaton[image: External link] and Kevin Kline.

In October 2013, it was announced that JJ Abrams[image: External link] had taken over screenwriting duties for Star Wars Episode VII (Star Wars: The Force Awakens), working alongside Kasdan, following the departure of Michael Arndt.[8] In November 2015, Kasdan stated that after his involvement with the untitled Han Solo – Star Wars story film, he will leave the Star Wars universe, and will not be involved in The Last Jedi or Episode IX.[9]

On May 22, 2016 Kasdan was honored by the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival[image: External link] and ArtsATL.org as the inaugural recipient of their "ICON Award for Contributions to the Cinematic Arts" in a ceremony held at the Woodruff Arts Center[image: External link].[10]
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Notes



	1980
	The Empire Strikes Back
	writer



	1981
	Raiders of the Lost Ark
	writer



	Body Heat[image: External link]
	writer, director



	Continental Divide[image: External link]
	writer



	1983
	Return of the Jedi
	writer



	The Big Chill[image: External link]
	writer, director, and executive producer



	1985
	Silverado[image: External link]
	writer, director, and producer



	1988
	The Accidental Tourist[image: External link]
	writer, director, and producer



	1990
	I Love You to Death[image: External link]
	director



	1991
	Grand Canyon[image: External link]
	writer, director, and producer



	1992
	The Bodyguard[image: External link]
	writer and producer



	1994
	Wyatt Earp[image: External link]
	writer, director, and producer



	1995
	French Kiss[image: External link]
	director



	1999
	Mumford[image: External link]
	writer, director, and producer



	2003
	Dreamcatcher[image: External link]
	writer, director, and producer



	2012
	Darling Companion[image: External link]
	writer, director, and producer



	2015
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	writer



	2017
	Five Came Back[image: External link]
	himself



	2018
	Untitled Han Solo film
	co-writer (with son Jon Kasdan[image: External link]), producer
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Michael Arndt






Michael Arndt is an American screenwriter. He is best known as the writer of the films Little Miss Sunshine[image: External link] (2006), Toy Story 3[image: External link] (2010) and Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015).

Arndt won the Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] for Little Miss Sunshine and was nominated for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] for Toy Story 3. This made Arndt the first screenwriter ever to be nominated for both the Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay and Best Adapted Screenplay for his first two screenplays.

He has also been credited under the pseudonyms Michael deBruyn and Rick Kerb, which are mainly used for script revisions.[1]
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 Early life




Arndt was born in McLean, Virginia[image: External link]. Arndt's father was a member of the Foreign Service[image: External link], and as a result he lived in various countries, including Sri Lanka[image: External link] and India; he also lived in Virginia[image: External link] for a time.[2] Arndt graduated from Langley High School[image: External link] in McLean, and also attended The Potomac School[image: External link]. He graduated from the Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link] at New York University[image: External link].[2] Arndt was a script reader[image: External link] for some time, and was a personal assistant to actor Matthew Broderick[image: External link] until late 1999,[3] when he chose to begin writing screenplays[image: External link] full-time.[2][3][4] His identical twin brother, David, is a professor at St. Mary's College of California[image: External link].
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 Screenwriting career




Arndt wrote the first draft of Little Miss Sunshine in three days between May 23–26, 2000.[5] From that initial draft, he made approximately 100 revisions over the course of a year, requesting input from friends and family.[2][3] Arndt considered directing the film himself "as a no-budget[image: External link], DV feature[image: External link]" due to his concern of the story being "just too small and " indie[image: External link]" to get any real attention from Hollywood[image: External link]".[3] After the Endeavor Talent Agency[image: External link] read the script in July 2001, however, producers Albert Berger and Ron Yerxa subsequently gave the script to commercial and music video directors Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris[image: External link], who were immediately attracted to the project.[3][4][6] Dayton and Faris were signed on by producer Marc Turtletaub, who purchased the script from Arndt for $[image: External link]250,000, on December 21, 2001.[4][5]

The project was set up at Focus Features[image: External link], where it was in various stages of pre-production[image: External link] for approximately three years. During that time, Arndt was fired when he objected to centralizing the story on Richard Hoover (played by Greg Kinnear[image: External link] in the film), only to be re-hired within a month after the new writer hired by Focus left the project.[7] Arndt resumed work on the script, which continued through production[image: External link] and into post-production[image: External link]: "The final scene of the movie [...] was written and shot about eight weeks before [its premiere at the Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] on January 20, 2006]", he said.[3][4] Following its theatrical release on August 18, 2006, Little Miss Sunshine[image: External link] won many prizes and awards[image: External link]. Arndt won multiple Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] awards for Little Miss Sunshine, from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link], the British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link], and the Writers Guild of America[image: External link]. He was later invited to join the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link].[8]

Arndt began collaborating with Lee Unkrich[image: External link] and other Pixar personnel on the screenplay for Toy Story 3[image: External link] in 2006,[9] working from a treatment by Andrew Stanton[image: External link], who co-wrote the two preceding films in the series.[10][11] He was nominated for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] for his work for Toy Story 3[image: External link], and became the first ever screenwriter to be nominated for both Academy Awards for Best Original Screenplay and Best Adapted Screenplay for his first two screenplays.

Arndt was one of several screenwriters brought on to perform script revisions for Men in Black 3[image: External link].[12][13]

Arndt wrote the script for The Hunger Games[image: External link] sequel, The Hunger Games: Catching Fire, based on the best-selling novel of the same name[image: External link] by Suzanne Collins[image: External link].[14]

In November 2012, Arndt was announced as the screenwriter for Star Wars: The Force Awakens. In October 2013, it was announced that Lawrence Kasdan and director J. J. Abrams were rewriting Arndt's script.[15]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	Little Miss Sunshine[image: External link]
	Screenplay
	Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

BAFTA Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Writer[image: External link]

Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association Award for Best Screenplay[image: External link]

Independent Spirit Award for Best First Screenplay[image: External link]

Kansas City Film Critics Circle Award for Best Original Screenplay

Phoenix Film Critics Society Award for Best Original Screenplay

Southeastern Film Critics Association Award for Best Original Screenplay

Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Writers Guild of America Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Los Angeles Film Critics Association Award[image: External link] for New Generation Award

Palm Springs International Film Festival[image: External link] for Chairman's Vanguard Award

Nominated–Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated–London Critics Circle Film Award[image: External link] for Screenwriter of the Year

Nominated–Online Film Critics Society Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]



	2010
	Toy Story 3[image: External link]
	Screenplay
	Nominated–Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated–Annie Award for Writing in a Feature Production[image: External link]

Nominated–BAFTA Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated–Bradbury Award[image: External link]

Nominated–Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated–Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated–Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation - Long Form[image: External link]

Nominated–San Diego Film Critics Society Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated–Satellite Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated–Saturn Award for Best Writing

Nominated–Scream Award[image: External link] for Best Scream-Play

Nominated–Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]



	2012
	Brave[image: External link]
	Additional screenplay material
	



	2013
	Oblivion[image: External link]
	Screenplay (as Michael deBruyn)
	



	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	Screenplay (as Michael deBruyn)
	Nominated–Bradbury Award

Nominated–Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation - Long Form[image: External link]



	2015
	Inside Out[image: External link]
	Additional story material
	



	A Walk in the Woods[image: External link]
	Screenplay (as Rick Kerb)
	



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Screenplay
	Saturn Award for Best Writing

Nominated–Bradbury Award[image: External link]

Nominated–Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation - Long Form



	2017
	The Greatest Showman[image: External link]
	Screenplay
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George Lucas






For other people named George Lucas, see George Lucas (disambiguation)[image: External link].

For the philosopher, see György Lukács[image: External link]. For the politician, see György Lukács (politician)[image: External link].

George Walton Lucas Jr.[2] (born May 14, 1944) is an American filmmaker and entrepreneur. He is best known as the creator of the Star Wars and Indiana Jones franchises, as well as the founder of Lucasfilm and Industrial Light & Magic. He was the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Lucasfilm, before selling it to The Walt Disney Company in 2012.[3]

Upon graduating from the University of Southern California[image: External link] in 1967, Lucas co-founded American Zoetrope[image: External link] with fellow filmmaker Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link]. Lucas wrote and directed THX 1138 (1971), based on his earlier student short Electronic Labyrinth: THX 1138 4EB[image: External link], which was a critical success but a financial failure. His next work as a writer-director was the film, American Graffiti (1973), inspired by his teen years in early 1960s Modesto, California[image: External link], and produced through the newly founded Lucasfilm. The film was critically and commercially successful, and received five Academy Award nominations including Best Picture[image: External link].

Lucas's next film, an epic space opera titled Star Wars (1977), went through a troubled production process; however, it was a surprise hit, becoming the highest-grossing film at the time, as well as a winner of six Academy Awards and a cultural phenomenon. Following the first Star Wars film, Lucas produced and co-wrote the following installments in the trilogy, The Empire Strikes Back (1980) and Return of the Jedi (1983). Along with Steven Spielberg[image: External link], Lucas co-created and wrote the Indiana Jones films Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981), Temple of Doom (1984), and The Last Crusade (1989). Lucas also produced and wrote a variety of films through Lucasfilm in the 1980s and 1990s.

In 1997, Lucas re-released the original Star Wars trilogy[image: External link] as part of a Special Edition[image: External link], where he made several alterations to the films; home media releases with further changes were released in 2004 and 2011. Lucas also returned to directing with the Star Wars prequel trilogy, consisting of The Phantom Menace (1999), Attack of the Clones (2002), and Revenge of the Sith (2005). He later collaborated on the story for the Indiana Jones sequel Kingdom of the Crystal Skull (2008), and served as the story writer and executive producer for the war film, Red Tails (2012).

Five of Lucas's seven features are among the 100 highest-grossing movies at the North American box office[image: External link], adjusted for ticket-price inflation.[4] Lucas is one of the American film industry's most financially successful filmmakers, and has been personally nominated for four Academy Awards. Lucas is considered a significant figure in the New Hollywood[image: External link] era.
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Lucas was born and raised in Modesto, California[image: External link], the son of Dorothy Ellinore Lucas (née Bomberger) and George Walton Lucas, Sr., who owned a stationery store.[5][6] He is of German, Swiss[image: External link]-German, English, Scottish, and distant Dutch and French descent. Growing up, Lucas had a passion for cars and motor racing, which later inspired his films 1:42.08[image: External link] and American Graffiti. Long before Lucas became obsessed with filmmaking, he yearned to be a race-car driver, and he spent most of his high school years racing on the underground circuit at fairgrounds and hanging out at garages. On June 12, 1962, while driving his souped-up Autobianchi Bianchina[image: External link], another driver broadsided him, flipping over his car, nearly killing him, causing him to lose interest in racing as a career.[7][8] He attended Modesto Junior College[image: External link], where he studied anthropology[image: External link], sociology, and literature, amongst other subjects.[7] He also began shooting with an 8 mm camera, including filming car races.[7]

At this time, Lucas and his friend John Plummer became interested in Canyon Cinema[image: External link]: screenings of underground[image: External link], avant-garde[image: External link] 16 mm filmmakers like Jordan Belson[image: External link], Stan Brakhage[image: External link], and Bruce Conner[image: External link].[9] Lucas and Plummer also saw classic European films of the time, including Jean-Luc Godard[image: External link]'s Breathless[image: External link], François Truffaut[image: External link]'s Jules et Jim[image: External link], and Federico Fellini[image: External link]'s 8½[image: External link].[9] "That's when George really started exploring," Plummer said.[9] Through his interest in autocross[image: External link] racing, Lucas met renowned cinematographer Haskell Wexler[image: External link], another race enthusiast.[7][9] Wexler, later to work with Lucas on several occasions, was impressed by Lucas' talent.[7] "George had a very good eye, and he thought visually," he recalled.[9]

Lucas then transferred to the University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC) School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link]. USC was one of the earliest universities to have a school devoted to motion picture film[image: External link]. During the years at USC, Lucas shared a dorm room with Randal Kleiser[image: External link]. Along with classmates such as Walter Murch[image: External link], Hal Barwood[image: External link], and John Milius[image: External link], they became a clique of film students known as The Dirty Dozen[image: External link]. He also became good friends with fellow acclaimed student filmmaker and future Indiana Jones collaborator, Steven Spielberg[image: External link]. Lucas was deeply influenced by the Filmic Expression course taught at the school by filmmaker Lester Novros[image: External link] which concentrated on the non-narrative elements of Film Form like color, light, movement, space, and time. Another inspiration was the Serbian montagist (and dean of the USC Film Department) Slavko Vorkapich[image: External link], a film theoretician who made stunning montage[image: External link] sequences for Hollywood studio features at MGM[image: External link], RKO[image: External link], and Paramount[image: External link]. Vorkapich taught the autonomous nature of the cinematic art form, emphasizing the unique dynamic quality of movement and kinetic energy inherent in motion pictures.
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 Film career
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 1965–69: Early career




Lucas saw many inspiring films in class, particularly the visual films coming out of the National Film Board of Canada[image: External link] like Arthur Lipsett[image: External link]'s 21-87[image: External link], the French-Canadian cameraman[image: External link] Jean-Claude Labrecque[image: External link]'s cinéma vérité[image: External link] 60 Cycles[image: External link], the work of Norman McLaren[image: External link], and the documentaries of Claude Jutra[image: External link]. Lucas fell madly in love with pure cinema[image: External link] and quickly became prolific at making 16 mm nonstory noncharacter visual tone poems and cinéma vérité with such titles as Look at Life[image: External link], Herbie[image: External link], 1:42.08[image: External link], The Emperor[image: External link], Anyone Lived in a Pretty (how) Town[image: External link], Filmmaker[image: External link], and 6-18-67[image: External link]. He was passionate and interested in camerawork and editing, defining himself as a filmmaker as opposed to being a director, and he loved making abstract visual films that created emotions purely through cinema.[9]

After graduating with a bachelor of fine arts[image: External link] in film in 1967, he tried joining the United States Air Force[image: External link] as an officer, but he was immediately turned down because of his numerous speeding tickets. He was later drafted[image: External link] by the Army for military service in Vietnam[image: External link], but he was exempted from service after medical tests showed he had diabetes[image: External link], the disease that killed his paternal grandfather.

In 1967, Lucas re-enrolled as a USC graduate student in film production.[10] Working as a teaching instructor for a class of U.S. Navy[image: External link] students who were being taught documentary cinematography, Lucas directed the short film Electronic Labyrinth: THX 1138 4EB[image: External link], which won first prize at the 1967–68 National Student film festival[image: External link], and was later adapted into his first full-length feature film, THX 1138. Lucas was awarded a student scholarship by Warner Bros. to observe and work on the making of a film of his choosing. The film he chose was Finian's Rainbow[image: External link] (1968) which was being directed by Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link], who was revered among film school students of the time as a cinema graduate who had "made it" in Hollywood. In 1969, Lucas was one of the camera operators on the classic Rolling Stones[image: External link] concert film Gimme Shelter[image: External link].
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 1969–77: THX 1138, American Graffiti, and Star Wars




In 1969, Lucas co-founded the studio American Zoetrope[image: External link] with Coppola—whom he met during his internship at Warner Bros.—hoping to create a liberating environment for filmmakers to direct outside the perceived oppressive control of the Hollywood studio system[image: External link].[11] His first full-length feature film produced by the studio, THX 1138, was not a success. Lucas then created his own company, Lucasfilm, Ltd.[image: External link], and directed the successful American Graffiti (1973).

Lucas' newfound wealth and reputation enabled him to develop a story set in space. Even so, he encountered difficulties getting Star Wars made, a film based on Akira Kurosawa[image: External link]'s The Hidden Fortress[image: External link] (1958)[citation needed[image: External link]]. It was only because Alan Ladd, Jr.[image: External link], at 20th Century Fox liked American Graffiti that he forced through a production and distribution deal for the film, which ended up restoring Fox to financial stability after a number of flops.[12]

Star Wars quickly became the highest-grossing film of all-time, displaced five years later by Spielberg's E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link]. After the success of American Graffiti and prior to the beginning of filming on Star Wars, Lucas was encouraged to renegotiate for a higher fee for writing and directing Star Wars than the $150,000 agreed.[7] He declined to do so, instead negotiating for advantage in some of the as-yet-unspecified parts of his contract with Fox, in particular ownership of licensing and merchandising rights (for novelizations[image: External link], T-shirts, toys, etc.) and contractual arrangements for sequels.[7] The studio was unconcerned to relinquish these rights, as its last major attempt in the field, with the 1967 film Doctor Dolittle[image: External link], had proved a discouraging failure.[13] Lucas exploited merchandising rights wisely, and Lucasfilm has earned hundreds of millions of dollars from licensed games, toys, and collectibles created for the franchise.[7]
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 1977–93: Hiatus from directing, Indiana Jones




Following the release of the first Star Wars film, Lucas worked extensively as a writer and producer, including on the many Star Wars spinoffs made for film, television, and other media. Lucas acted as executive producer for the next two Star Wars films, commissioning Irvin Kershner[image: External link] to direct The Empire Strikes Back, and Richard Marquand[image: External link] to direct Return of the Jedi, while receiving a story credit on the former and sharing a screenwriting credit with Lawrence Kasdan on the latter.[14] He also acted as executive producer and story writer on all four of the Indiana Jones films, which his colleague and good friend Steven Spielberg[image: External link] directed.

Other successful projects where Lucas acted as a producer or writer in this period include Kurosawa[image: External link]'s Kagemusha[image: External link] (1980), Lawrence Kasdan's Body Heat[image: External link] (1981), Jim Henson[image: External link]'s Labyrinth (1986), Godfrey Reggio[image: External link]'s Powaqqatsi[image: External link] (1986), Don Bluth[image: External link]'s The Land Before Time (1988), and the Indiana Jones television spinoff The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles (1992–96). There were unsuccessful projects, however, including More American Graffiti (1979), Willard Huyck[image: External link]'s Howard the Duck (1986), which was the biggest flop of Lucas's career, Ron Howard[image: External link]'s Willow (1988), Coppola's Tucker: The Man and His Dream (1988), and Mel Smith[image: External link]'s Radioland Murders (1994).

The animation studio Pixar was founded in 1979 as the Graphics Group, one third of the Computer Division of Lucasfilm.[15] Pixar's early computer graphics research resulted in groundbreaking effects in films such as Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan[image: External link][16] and Young Sherlock Holmes[image: External link],[16] and the group was purchased in 1986 by Steve Jobs[image: External link] shortly after he left Apple Computer[image: External link]. Jobs paid Lucas US$5 million and put US$5 million as capital into the company. The sale reflected Lucas' desire to stop the cash flow losses from his 7-year research projects associated with new entertainment technology tools, as well as his company's new focus on creating entertainment products rather than tools. A contributing factor was cash-flow difficulties following Lucas' 1983 divorce concurrent with the sudden dropoff in revenues from Star Wars licenses following the release of Return of the Jedi.

The sound-equipped system THX Ltd. was founded by Lucas and Tomlinson Holman[image: External link].[17] The company was formerly owned by Lucasfilm, and contains equipment for stereo, digital, and theatrical sound for films, and music. Skywalker Sound and Industrial Light & Magic, are the sound and visual effects subdivisions of Lucasfilm, while Lucasfilm Games, later renamed LucasArts, produces products for the gaming industry.
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 1993–2012: Return to directing, return to Star Wars and Indiana Jones




After losing much of his fortune in a divorce settlement in 1987, Lucas had no desire to return to Star Wars, and had unofficially canceled his sequel trilogy by the time of Return of the Jedi.[18] Nevertheless, the prequels, which were still only a series of basic ideas partially pulled from his original drafts of "The Star Wars", continued to tantalize him with technical possibilities that would make it worthwhile to revisit his older material. When Star Wars became popular once again, in the wake of Dark Horse[image: External link]'s comic book line and Timothy Zahn[image: External link]'s trilogy of novels[image: External link], Lucas realized that there was still a large audience. His children were older, and with the explosion of CGI technology he was now considering returning to directing.[19]

By 1993, it was announced, in Variety among other sources, that Lucas would be making the prequels. He began penning more to the story, indicating that the series would be a tragic one, examining Anakin Skywalker's fall to the dark side. Lucas also began to change the prequels status relative to the originals; at first they were supposed to be a "filling-in" of history tangential to the originals, but now he saw that they could form the beginning of one long story that started with Anakin's childhood and ended with his death. This was the final step towards turning the film series into a "Saga".[20] In 1994, Lucas began work on the screenplay of the first prequel, tentatively titled Episode I: The Beginning.

In 1997, to celebrate the 20th anniversary of Star Wars, Lucas returned to the original trilogy and made numerous modifications using newly available digital technology, releasing them in theaters as the Star Wars Special Edition. For DVD releases in 2004 and Blu-ray releases in 2011, the trilogy received further revisions to make them congruent with the prequel trilogy. Besides the additions to the Star Wars franchise, Lucas released a Director's Cut of THX 1138 in 2004, with the film re-cut and containing a number of CGI revisions.

The first Star Wars prequel was finished and released in 1999 as Episode I – The Phantom Menace, which would be the first film Lucas had directed in over two decades. Following the release of the first prequel, Lucas announced that he would also be directing the next two, and began working on Episode II.[21] The first draft of Episode II was completed just weeks before principal photography, and Lucas hired Jonathan Hales[image: External link], a writer from The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles, to polish it.[22] It was completed and released in 2002 as Star Wars: Episode II – Attack of the Clones. The final prequel, Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith, began production in 2002[23] and was released in 2005. Numerous fans and critics considered the prequels inferior to the original trilogy,[24][25][26] though they were box office successes nonetheless.[27][28][29] From 2003 to 2005, Lucas also served as an executive producer on Star Wars: Clone Wars, an animated microseries[image: External link] on Cartoon Network[image: External link] created by Genndy Tartakovsky[image: External link], that bridged the events between Attack of the Clones and Revenge of the Sith.

Lucas collaborated with Jeff Nathanson[image: External link] as a writer of the 2008 film Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, directed by Steven Spielberg. Like the Star Wars prequels, reception was mixed, with numerous fans and critics once again considering it inferior to its predecessors. From 2008 to 2014, Lucas also served as the executive producer for a second Star Wars animated series on Cartoon Network, Star Wars: The Clone Wars which premiered with a feature film of the same name before airing its first episode. The supervising director for this series was Dave Filoni, who was chosen by Lucas and closely collaborated with him on its development.[30][31][32][33][34] Like the previous series it bridged the events between Attack of the Clones and Revenge of the Sith. The animated series also featured the last Star Wars stories on which Lucas was majorly involved.

In 2012, Lucas served as the story-writer and executive producer for Red Tails, a war film based on the exploits of the Tuskegee Airmen[image: External link] during World War II[image: External link]. He also took over direction of reshoots while director Anthony Hemingway[image: External link] worked on other projects.
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 2012–present: Semi-retirement




In January 2012, Lucas announced his retirement from producing large blockbuster[image: External link] films and instead re-focusing his career on smaller, independently budgeted features.[35][36][37]

In June 2012, it was announced that producer Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link], a long-term collaborator with Steven Spielberg and a producer of the Indiana Jones films, had been appointed as co-chair of Lucasfilm Ltd.[38][39] It was reported that Kennedy would work alongside Lucas, who would remain chief executive and serve as co-chairman for at least one year, after which she would succeed him as the company's sole leader.[38][39] With the sale of Lucasfilm to Disney, Lucas is currently Disney's second largest single shareholder after the estate of Steve Jobs[image: External link].[40]

Since 2014, Lucas is working as a creative consultant on the Star Wars sequel trilogy, including work in the first movie, Star Wars VII: The Force Awakens. As creative consultant on the film, Lucas' involvement included attending early story meetings; according to Lucas, "I mostly say, 'You can't do this. You can do that.' You know, 'The cars don't have wheels. They fly with antigravity.' There's a million little pieces... I know all that stuff."[41] Lucas' son Jett told The Guardian that his father was "very torn" about having sold the rights to the franchise, despite having hand-picked Abrams to direct, and that his father was "there to guide" but that "he wants to let it go and become its new generation."[42] Among the materials turned over to the production team were rough story treatments Lucas developed when he considered creating episodes VII–IX himself years earlier; in January 2015, Lucas stated that Disney had discarded his story ideas.[43][44]

The Force Awakens directed by J. J. Abrams, was released on December 18, 2015. Kathleen Kennedy executive produced, and will do so for all future Star Wars films.[45][46] The new sequel trilogy is being jointly produced by Lucasfilm and The Walt Disney Company, which had acquired Lucasfilm in 2012.[47] During an interview with talk show host and journalist Charlie Rose that aired on December 24, 2015, Lucas likened his decision to sell Lucasfilm to Disney to a "divorce" and outlined the creative differences between him and the producers of The Force Awakens. Lucas described the previous six Star Wars films as his "children" and defended his vision for them, while criticizing The Force Awakens for having a "retro feel", saying: “I worked very hard to make them completely different, with different planets, with different spaceships – you know, to make it new”. Lucas also drew some criticism and subsequently apologized for his remark likening Disney to "white slavers".[48][49] It has been reported Lucas liked Rogue One: a Star Wars Story more than The Force Awakens.[50] Rogue One was directed by Gareth Edwards[image: External link] and told the story of the rebels who stole the plans for the original Death Star.

In 2015, Lucas wrote the CGI film Strange Magic, his first musical. The film was produced at Skywalker Ranch[image: External link]. Gary Rydstrom directed the movie.[51] At the same time the sequel trilogy was announced a fifth installment[image: External link] of the Indiana Jones series also entered pre-development phase with Harrison Ford and Steven Spielberg[image: External link] set to return, for a release in 2019 while originally Lucas did not specify whether the selling of Lucasfilm would affect his involvement with such film. In October 2016, Lucas announced his decision to not be involved in the story of the film, but would remain an executive producer.[52][53]
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 Philanthropy




Lucas has pledged to give half of his fortune to charity as part of an effort called The Giving Pledge[image: External link] led by Bill Gates[image: External link] and Warren Buffett[image: External link] to persuade America's richest individuals to donate their financial wealth to charities.[54][55]
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 George Lucas Educational Foundation




In 1991, The George Lucas Educational Foundation was founded as a nonprofit operating foundation to celebrate and encourage innovation in schools. The Foundation's content is available under the brand Edutopia[image: External link], in an award-winning web site, social media and via documentary films. Lucas, through his foundation, was one of the leading proponents of the E-rate[image: External link] program in the universal service fund[image: External link],[56] which was enacted as part of the Telecommunications Act of 1996[image: External link]. On June 24, 2008, Lucas testified before the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet[image: External link] as the head of his Foundation to advocate for a free wireless broadband educational network.[57]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Proceeds from the sale of Lucasfilm to Disney




In 2012, Lucas sold Lucasfilm to The Walt Disney Company for a reported sum of $4.05 billion.[47] It was widely reported at the time that Lucas intends to give the majority of the proceeds from the sale to charity.[58][59] A spokesperson for Lucasfilm said, "George Lucas has expressed his intention, in the event the deal closes, to donate the majority of the proceeds to his philanthropic endeavors."[59] Lucas also spoke on the matter: "For 41 years, the majority of my time and money has been put into the company. As I start a new chapter in my life, it is gratifying that I have the opportunity to devote more time and resources to philanthropy."[59]
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 Lucas Museum of Narrative Art




Main article: Lucas Museum of Narrative Art[image: External link]


By June 2013, Lucas was considering establishing a museum, the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum, to be built on Crissy Field[image: External link] near the Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link] in San Francisco[image: External link], which would display his collection of illustrations and pop art, with an estimated value of more than $1 billion. Lucas offered to pay the estimated $300 million cost of constructing the museum, and would endow it with $400 million when it opened, eventually adding an additional $400 million to its endowment.[60] After being unable to reach an agreement with The Presidio Trust[image: External link], Lucas turned to Chicago[image: External link].[61] A potential lakefront site on Museum Campus[image: External link] in Chicago was proposed in May 2014.[62] By June 2014, Chicago had been selected, pending approval of the Chicago Plan Commission[image: External link],[63] which was granted.[64] The museum project was renamed the Lucas Museum of Narrative Art[image: External link].[65] On June 24, 2016, Lucas announced that he was abandoning his plans to locate the museum in Chicago, due to a lawsuit by a local preservation group, Friends of the Parks, and would instead build the museum in California.[66] On January 17, 2017, Lucas announced that the museum will be constructed in Exposition Park[image: External link], Los Angeles California[image: External link].[67]
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 Other initiatives




In 2005, Lucas gave US$1 million to help build the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial[image: External link] on the National Mall[image: External link] in Washington D.C. to commemorate American civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link][68]

On September 19, 2006, USC[image: External link] announced that Lucas had donated $175–180 million to his alma mater to expand the film school. It is the largest single donation to USC and the largest gift to a film school anywhere.[69] Previous donations led to the already existing George Lucas Instructional Building and Marcia Lucas Post-Production building.[70][71]

In 2013, Lucas and his wife Mellody Hobson donated $25 million to the Chicago-based not-for-profit[image: External link] After School Matters, of which Hobson is the chair.[61]

On April 15, 2016, it was reported that Lucas had donated between $501,000 and $1 million through the Lucas Family Foundation to the Obama Foundation, which is charged with overseeing the construction of the Barack Obama Presidential Center[image: External link] on Chicago[image: External link]'s South Side[image: External link].[72]
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 Personal life




In 1969, Lucas married film editor Marcia Lou Griffin[image: External link],[73] who went on to win an Academy Award for her editing work on the original Star Wars film. They adopted a daughter, Amanda Lucas[image: External link], in 1981,[74] and divorced in 1983.[73] Lucas subsequently adopted two more children as a single parent: daughter Katie Lucas[image: External link], born in 1988, and son Jett Lucas, born in 1993.[74] His three eldest children all appeared in the three Star Wars prequels, as did Lucas himself. Following his divorce, Lucas was in a relationship with singer Linda Ronstadt[image: External link] in the 1980s.[75][76]

Lucas began dating Mellody Hobson[image: External link], president of Ariel Investments[image: External link] and chair of DreamWorks Animation[image: External link], in 2006.[77][78][79] Lucas and Hobson announced their engagement in January 2013,[80] and married on June 22, 2013, at Lucas's Skywalker Ranch[image: External link] in Marin County, California[image: External link].[81] They have one daughter together, Everest Hobson Lucas, who was born via gestational carrier[image: External link] on August 12, 2013.[82]

Lucas was born and raised in a Methodist[image: External link] family.[7] The religious and mythical themes in Star Wars were inspired by Lucas's interest in the writings of mythologist Joseph Campbell[image: External link],[83] and he would eventually come to identify strongly with the Eastern religious philosophies he studied and incorporated into his films, which were a major inspiration for "the Force[image: External link]". Lucas has come to state that his religion is " Buddhist[image: External link] Methodist". He resides in Marin County[image: External link].[84][85]

Lucas is a major collector of the American illustrator and painter Norman Rockwell[image: External link]. A collection of 57 Rockwell paintings and drawings owned by Lucas and fellow Rockwell collector and film director Steven Spielberg[image: External link] were displayed at the Smithsonian American Art Museum[image: External link] from July 2, 2010 to January 2, 2011 in an exhibition titled Telling Stories.[86]

Lucas has said that he is a fan of Seth MacFarlane[image: External link]'s hit TV show Family Guy[image: External link]. MacFarlane has said that Lucasfilm was extremely helpful when the Family Guy crew wanted to parody their works.[87]
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 Awards and honors




The American Film Institute awarded Lucas its Life Achievement Award[image: External link] on June 9, 2005.[88] This was shortly after the release of Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith, about which he joked stating that, since he views the entire Star Wars series as one film, he could actually receive the award now that he had finally "gone back and finished the movie."

Lucas was nominated for four Academy Awards: Best Directing[image: External link] and Writing[image: External link] for American Graffiti and Star Wars. He received the Academy's Irving G. Thalberg Award[image: External link] in 1991. He appeared at the 79th Academy Awards ceremony in 2007 with Steven Spielberg and Francis Ford Coppola to present the Best Director award[image: External link] to their friend Martin Scorsese[image: External link]. During the speech, Spielberg and Coppola talked about the joy of winning an Oscar, making fun of Lucas, who has not won a competitive Oscar.

The Science Fiction Hall of Fame[image: External link] inducted Lucas in 2006, its second "Film, Television, and Media" contributor, after Spielberg.[89][90][a] The Discovery Channel[image: External link] named him one of the 100 "Greatest Americans[image: External link]" in September 2008.[91] Lucas served as Grand Marshal[image: External link] for the Tournament of Roses Parade[image: External link] and made the ceremonial coin toss at the Rose Bowl, New Year's Day 2007[image: External link]. In 2009, he was one of 13 California Hall of Fame[image: External link] inductees in The California Museum[image: External link]'s yearlong exhibit.

In July 2013, Lucas was awarded the National Medal of Arts[image: External link] by President Barack Obama[image: External link] for his contributions to American cinema.[92]

In October 2014, Lucas received Honorary Membership of the Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers[image: External link].[93][94]

In August 2015, Lucas was inducted as a Disney Legend[image: External link],[95] and on 6 December 2015, he was an honoree at the Kennedy Center Honors.[96]



	Year
	Award
	Category
	Film
	Result[97]



	1973
	Academy Award
	Best Director[image: External link]
	American Graffiti
	Nominated



	Best Writing[image: External link]
	American Graffiti
	Nominated



	Golden Globe Award[image: External link]
	Best Director[image: External link]
	American Graffiti
	Nominated



	1978
	Academy Award
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Star Wars
	Nominated



	Best Writing[image: External link]
	Star Wars
	Nominated



	Evening Standard British Film Award[image: External link]
	Best Film
	Star Wars
	Won



	Golden Globe Award[image: External link]
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Star Wars
	Nominated



	Saturn Award
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Star Wars
	Won



	Best Writing
	Star Wars
	Won



	1980
	Hugo Award[image: External link]
	Best Dramatic Presentation Shared with Philip Kaufman[image: External link], Lawrence Kasdan, Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Raiders of the Lost Ark
	Won



	1983
	Hugo Award[image: External link]
	Best Dramatic Presentation Shared with Lawrence Kasdan and Richard Marquand[image: External link]
	Return of the Jedi
	Won



	Saturn Award
	Best Writing
	Return of the Jedi
	Nominated



	1988
	Golden Raspberry Award[image: External link]
	Worst Screenplay[image: External link]
	Willow
	Nominated



	1990
	Hugo Award[image: External link]
	Best Dramatic Presentation Shared with Jeffrey Boam[image: External link], Menno Meyjes[image: External link], Philip Kaufman[image: External link] and Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade
	Won



	1999
	Golden Raspberry Award[image: External link]
	Worst Director[image: External link]
	Star Wars: Episode I – The Phantom Menace
	Nominated



	Worst Picture[image: External link]
	Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace
	Nominated



	Worst Screenplay[image: External link]
	Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace
	Nominated



	Saturn Award
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace
	Nominated



	2002
	Golden Raspberry Award[image: External link]
	Worst Director[image: External link]
	Star Wars: Episode II – Attack of the Clones
	Nominated



	Worst Picture[image: External link] Shared with Rick McCallum[image: External link]
	Star Wars Episode II: Attack of the Clones
	Nominated



	Worst Screenplay[image: External link]
	Star Wars Episode II: Attack of the Clones
	Won



	Saturn Award
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Star Wars Episode II: Attack of the Clones
	Nominated



	2005
	Empire Award[image: External link]
	Best Film
	Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith
	Nominated



	Best Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith
	Won



	MTV Movie Award[image: External link]
	Best International Movie
	Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith
	Nominated



	Saturn Award
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith
	Nominated



	Best Writing
	Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith
	Nominated





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography




Main article: George Lucas filmography[image: External link]
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 See also
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Explanatory notes



	
^ After inducting 36 fantasy and science fiction writers and editors from 1996 to 2004, the Science Fiction and Fantasy Hall of Fame[image: External link] dropped "fantasy" and made non-literary contributors eligible.[98] Film-maker Steven Spielberg was the inaugural "Film, Television and Media" inductee[image: External link] in 2005; Lucas the second in 2006.

Previously Lucas had received a special award at the 1977 World Science Fiction Convention (for Star Wars) and annual professional achievement awards voted by fantasy fans in 1981 and 1982.[99]
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Harrison Ford






For the unrelated silent film actor, see Harrison Ford (silent film actor)[image: External link].

Harrison Ford (born July 13, 1942) is an American actor and film producer. He gained worldwide fame for his starring roles as Han Solo in the Star Wars film series and as the title character[image: External link] of the Indiana Jones film series. Ford is also known for his roles as Rick Deckard[image: External link] in the neo-noir[image: External link] dystopian science fiction film Blade Runner[image: External link] (1982); John Book in the thriller Witness[image: External link] (1985), for which he was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]; and Jack Ryan[image: External link] in the action films Patriot Games[image: External link] (1992) and Clear and Present Danger[image: External link] (1994).

His career has spanned six decades and includes roles in several Hollywood blockbusters; including the epic war film Apocalypse Now[image: External link] (1979); the legal drama Presumed Innocent[image: External link] (1990); the action film The Fugitive[image: External link] (1993); the political action thriller Air Force One[image: External link] (1997); and the psychological thriller What Lies Beneath[image: External link] (2000). Six of his films have been inducted into the National Film Registry[image: External link]: American Graffiti (1973), The Conversation[image: External link] (1974), Star Wars (1977), The Empire Strikes Back (1980), Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981) and Blade Runner.

In 1997, Ford was ranked No. 1 in Empire's "The Top 100 Movie Stars of All Time" list.[citation needed[image: External link]] As of 2016, the U.S. domestic box-office grosses of Ford's films total over US$4.7 billion, with worldwide grosses surpassing $6 billion, making Ford the highest-grossing U.S. domestic box-office star.[1][2] Ford is married to actress Calista Flockhart[image: External link].
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 Early life




Ford was born at the Swedish Covenant Hospital[image: External link] in Chicago, Illinois[3] to Christopher Ford (born John William Ford; 1906–1999), an advertising executive and former actor, and Dorothy (née Nidelman; 1917–2004), a former radio actress.[4][5] A younger brother, Terence, was born in 1945. Ford's paternal grandparents, John Fitzgerald Ford and Florence Veronica Niehaus, were of Irish Catholic[image: External link] and German descent, respectively.[4] Ford's maternal grandparents, Harry Nidelman and Anna Lifschutz, were Jewish[image: External link] immigrants from Minsk[image: External link], Belarus (at that time a part of the Russian Empire[image: External link]).[4] When asked in which religion he and his brother were raised, Ford jokingly responded, " Democrat[image: External link],"[6] "to be liberals of every stripe".[7] In a television interview shown in August 2000, when asked about what influence his Irish Catholic and Russian-Jewish[image: External link] ancestry may have had on his life as a person and as an artist, Ford humorously stated, "As a man I've always felt Irish, as an actor I've always felt Jewish."[8][9]

Ford was active in the Boy Scouts of America[image: External link], and achieved its second-highest rank, Life Scout. He worked at Napowan Adventure Base[image: External link] Scout camp as a counselor for the Reptile Study merit badge. Because of this, he and director Steven Spielberg[image: External link] later decided to depict the young Indiana Jones[image: External link] as a Life Scout in the film Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade.

In 1960, Ford graduated from Maine East High School[image: External link] in Park Ridge, Illinois[image: External link]. His was the first student voice broadcast on his high school's new radio station, WMTH[image: External link],[8] and he was its first sportscaster during his senior year (1959–60). He attended Ripon College[image: External link] in Wisconsin[image: External link],[8] where he was a philosophy major and a member of the Sigma Nu[image: External link] fraternity. He took a drama class in the final quarter of his senior year to get over his shyness.[10][11] Ford, a self-described "late bloomer[image: External link],"[12] became fascinated with acting.
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In 1964, after a season of summer stock[image: External link] with the Belfry Players in Wisconsin,[13] Ford traveled to Los Angeles to apply for a job in radio voice-overs. He did not get it, but stayed in California and eventually signed a $150-a-week contract with Columbia Pictures[image: External link]' New Talent program, playing bit roles in films. His first known role was an uncredited one as a bellhop in Dead Heat on a Merry-Go-Round[image: External link] (1966). There is little record of his non-speaking roles (or "extra" work) in film. Ford was at the bottom of the hiring list, having offended producer Jerry Tokovsky after he played a bellboy in the feature. He was told by Tokovsky that when actor Tony Curtis[image: External link] delivered a bag of groceries, he did it like a movie star; Ford felt his job was to act like a bellboy.[14] Ford managed to secure other roles in movies, such as A Time for Killing (The Long Ride Home)[image: External link], starring Glenn Ford[image: External link]; George Hamilton[image: External link]; and Inger Stevens[image: External link].

His speaking roles continued next with Luv[image: External link] (1967), though he was still uncredited. He was finally credited as "Harrison J. Ford" in the 1967 Western[image: External link] film, A Time for Killing[image: External link], but the "J" did not stand for anything, since he has no middle name. It was added to avoid confusion with a silent film actor named Harrison Ford[image: External link], who appeared in more than 80 films between 1915 and 1932, and died in 1957. Ford later said that he was unaware of the existence of the earlier Harrison Ford until he came upon a star with his own name on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link]. Ford soon dropped the "J" and worked for Universal Studios[image: External link], playing minor roles in many television series throughout the late 1960s and early 1970s, including Gunsmoke[image: External link], Ironside[image: External link], The Virginian[image: External link], The F.B.I.[image: External link], Love, American Style[image: External link], and Kung Fu[image: External link]. He appeared in the western Journey to Shiloh (1968) and had an uncredited, non-speaking role in Michelangelo Antonioni[image: External link]'s 1970 film Zabriskie Point[image: External link], as an arrested student protester. Not happy with the roles being offered to him, Ford became a self-taught professional carpenter[image: External link][8] to support his then-wife and two young sons. While working as a carpenter, he became a stagehand for the popular rock band The Doors[image: External link]. He also built a sun deck for actress Sally Kellerman[image: External link] and a recording studio for Brazilian band leader Sérgio Mendes[image: External link].[15]

Casting director and fledgling producer Fred Roos[image: External link] championed the young Ford, and secured him an audition with George Lucas for the role of Bob Falfa, which Ford went on to play in American Graffiti (1973).[8] Ford's relationship with Lucas would profoundly affect his career later on. After director Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link]'s film The Godfather[image: External link] was a success, he hired Ford to expand his office and gave him small roles in his next two films, The Conversation (1974) and Apocalypse Now (1979); in the latter film he played an army officer named "G. Lucas".
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Harrison Ford's previous work in American Graffiti eventually landed him his first starring film role, when he was hired by Lucas to read lines for actors auditioning for roles in his then-upcoming film Star Wars (1977).[8] Lucas was eventually won over by Ford's performance during these line reads and cast him as Han Solo.[16] Star Wars became one of the most successful movies of all time and established Ford as a superstar. He went on to star in the similarly successful Star Wars sequels, The Empire Strikes Back (1980) and Return of the Jedi (1983), as well as the Star Wars Holiday Special (1978). Ford wanted Lucas to kill off[image: External link] Han Solo at the end of Return of the Jedi, saying, "That would have given the whole film a bottom," but Lucas refused.[17] However, in an interview in 2015, Ford admitted that "he was wrong" to want his character killed off.[18]

Ford reprised the role of Han Solo in the sequel Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015).[19] During filming on June 11, 2014, Ford suffered what was said to be a fractured ankle, when a hydraulic door fell on him. He was rushed to hospital for treatment.[20] Ford's son Ben released details on his father's injury, saying that his ankle would likely need a plate and screws, and that filming could be altered slightly with the crew needing to shoot Ford from the waist up for a short time until he recovered.[21] Ford made his return to filming in mid-August, after a two-month layoff as he recovered from his injury.[22][23] Ford's character was killed off in The Force Awakens;[24] however, it was subsequently announced, via a casting call, that Ford would return in some capacity as Han Solo in Episode VIII.[25] In February 2016, when the cast for Episode VIII was confirmed, it was indicated that Ford would not reprise his role in the film.[26] When Ford was asked if his character could come back in "some form", he replied, "Anything is possible in space."[27] A Han Solo spin-off movie is scheduled to be made, but Ford is not involved in the production. The Daily Mail reported that Ford was paid £16 million plus a 0.5% share of the revenue to appear in The Force Awakens. In the original 1977 film, Ford was paid $10,000.[28]
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Ford's status as a leading actor was solidified when he starred as globe-trotting archeologist Indiana Jones[image: External link] in the film Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981), a collaboration between George Lucas and Steven Spielberg.[8] Though Spielberg was interested in casting Ford from the beginning, Lucas was not, due to having already worked with the actor in American Graffiti and Star Wars, but he eventually relented after Tom Selleck[image: External link] was unable to accept.[8][29]

Ford went on to star in the prequel Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984) and the sequel Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989).[8] He returned to the role yet again for a 1993 episode of the television series The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles, and even later for the fourth film Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull (2008). On March 15, 2016 Walt Disney Studios announced that Ford is scheduled to appear in a fifth film due for release in July 2019.[30] However on April 25, 2017 Walt Disney Studios announced that the film will be released on 10 July, 2020.[31]
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Ford has been in other films, including Heroes[image: External link] (1977), Force 10 from Navarone[image: External link] (1978), and Hanover Street[image: External link] (1979). Ford also co-starred alongside Gene Wilder[image: External link] in the buddy- Western[image: External link] The Frisco Kid[image: External link] (1979), playing a bank robber with a heart of gold. He then starred as Rick Deckard[image: External link] in Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s cult[image: External link] sci-fi classic Blade Runner[image: External link] (1982), and in a number of dramatic-action films: Peter Weir[image: External link]'s Witness[image: External link] (1985) and The Mosquito Coast[image: External link] (1986), and Roman Polanski[image: External link]'s Frantic[image: External link] (1988).[8]

The 1990s brought Ford the role of Jack Ryan[image: External link] in Tom Clancy[image: External link]'s Patriot Games[image: External link] (1992) and Clear and Present Danger[image: External link] (1994); as well as leading roles in Alan Pakula[image: External link]'s Presumed Innocent[image: External link] (1990) and The Devil's Own[image: External link] (1997); Andrew Davis[image: External link]' The Fugitive[image: External link] (1993); Sydney Pollack[image: External link]'s remake[image: External link] of Sabrina[image: External link] (1995); and Wolfgang Petersen[image: External link]'s Air Force One[image: External link] (1997). Ford also played straight dramatic roles, including an adulterous husband in both Presumed Innocent[image: External link] (1990) and What Lies Beneath[image: External link] (2000), and a recovering amnesiac in Mike Nichols[image: External link]' Regarding Henry (1991).[8]

Many of Ford's major film roles came to him by default through unusual circumstances: he won the role of Han Solo while reading lines for other actors, was cast as Indiana Jones because Tom Selleck was not available, and took the role of Jack Ryan supposedly due to Alec Baldwin[image: External link]'s fee demands, although Baldwin disputes this (Baldwin had previously played the role in The Hunt for Red October[image: External link]).
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 1990s–2010s




Starting in the late 1990s, Ford appeared in several critically derided and commercially disappointing movies, including Six Days, Seven Nights[image: External link] (1998); Random Hearts[image: External link] (1999); K-19: The Widowmaker[image: External link] (2002); Hollywood Homicide[image: External link] (2003); Firewall[image: External link] (2006),;and Extraordinary Measures[image: External link] (2010). One exception was 2000's What Lies Beneath[image: External link], which grossed over $155 million in the United States and $291 million worldwide.[32]

In 2004, Ford declined a chance to star in the thriller Syriana[image: External link], later commenting that "I didn't feel strongly enough about the truth of the material and I think I made a mistake."[33] The role eventually went to George Clooney[image: External link], who won an Oscar and a Golden Globe for his work. Prior to that, he had passed on a role in another Stephen Gaghan[image: External link]-written role, Robert Wakefield in Traffic[image: External link]. That role went to Michael Douglas[image: External link].

In 2008, Ford enjoyed success with the release of Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, another Lucas/Spielberg collaboration. The film received generally positive reviews and was the second highest-grossing film worldwide in 2008.[34] He later said he would like to star in another sequel, "...if it didn't take another 20 years to digest."[35]

Other 2008 work included Crossing Over[image: External link], directed by Wayne Kramer. In the film, he plays an ICE / Homeland Security Investigations[image: External link] Special Agent, working alongside Ashley Judd[image: External link] and Ray Liotta[image: External link]. He also narrated a feature documentary film about the Dalai Lama[image: External link] entitled Dalai Lama Renaissance[image: External link].[36]

Ford filmed the medical drama Extraordinary Measures[image: External link] in 2009 in Portland, Oregon[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Released January 22, 2010, the film also starred Brendan Fraser[image: External link] and Alan Ruck[image: External link]. Also in 2010, he co-starred in the film Morning Glory, along with Patrick Wilson[image: External link], Rachel McAdams[image: External link], and Diane Keaton[image: External link].[37]

In July 2011, Ford starred alongside Daniel Craig and Olivia Wilde[image: External link] in the science fiction Western[image: External link] film Cowboys & Aliens[image: External link]. To promote the film, Ford appeared at the San Diego Comic-Con International and, apparently surprised by the warm welcome, told the audience, "I just wanted to make a living as an actor. I didn't know about this."[38]

In 2011, Ford starred in Japanese commercials advertising the video game Uncharted 3: Drake's Deception[image: External link] for the PlayStation 3[image: External link]. In 2013, Ford co-starred in the corporate espionage thriller Paranoia[image: External link], with Liam Hemsworth[image: External link] and Gary Oldman[image: External link], and directed by Robert Luketic[image: External link],[39] as well as Ender's Game[image: External link], 42[image: External link], and Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues[image: External link].

On February 26, 2015, Alcon Entertainment[image: External link] announced Ford would reprise his role as Rick Deckard in Blade Runner 2049[image: External link].[40]
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Ford is one of Hollywood's most private actors,[8] guarding much of his personal life. He has two sons, Benjamin (born 1966) and Willard (born 1969), with his first wife, Mary Marquardt, to whom he was married from 1964 until their divorce in 1979.[5] With his second wife, screenwriter Melissa Mathison[image: External link], whom he married in March 1983 and from whom he was separated in August 2001 and eventually divorced, he has two more children, Malcolm and Georgia (born 1990).[5]

Ford began dating actress Calista Flockhart[image: External link] after meeting at the 2002 Golden Globes[image: External link], and together they are parents to her adopted son, Liam (born 2001). Ford proposed to Flockhart over Valentine's Day weekend in 2009.[41] They married on June 15, 2010, in Santa Fe[image: External link], New Mexico, where Ford was filming Cowboys & Aliens[image: External link].[42]

In her 2016 autobiography The Princess Diarist, Carrie Fisher claimed that she and Ford had a three-month affair in 1976 during the filming of Star Wars.[43]

Ford has three grandchildren: Eliel (born 1993), Ethan (born 2000) and Waylon (born 2010).[44] Son Benjamin, a chef and restaurateur, owns Ford's Filling Station[image: External link], a gastropub[image: External link] at The Marriott, L.A. Live, Los Angeles,[45] and Ford's Filling Station at LAX[image: External link] Terminal 5.[46] Son Willard is the owner of Strong Sports Gym,[47] and was co-owner of Ford & Ching and owner of the Ludwig Clothing company.[48]
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 Back injury




In June 1983, at age 40, during the filming of Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom in London, he herniated a disc in his back, forcing him to fly back to Los Angeles for an operation. He returned six weeks later.[49]
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 Ankle injury




On June 11, 2014, Ford injured his ankle during filming of Star Wars: The Force Awakens. He was airlifted to John Radcliffe Hospital[image: External link] in Oxford, England.[50] Ford's wife soon traveled from the U.S. to be at his hospital bedside, as it was feared that injuries sustained on the set could be worse than previously thought. Doctors suspected that his ankle might have been broken and he might have received a pelvic injury. Producers stated that filming would continue as planned.[51]
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 Aviation




Ford is a licensed pilot of both fixed-wing aircraft[image: External link] and helicopters[image: External link],[8] and owns an 800 acres (320 hectares) ranch in Jackson[image: External link], Wyoming, approximately half of which he has donated as a nature reserve. On several occasions, Ford has personally provided emergency helicopter services at the request of local authorities, in one instance rescuing a hiker overcome by dehydration[image: External link].[52]

Ford began flight training in the 1960s at Wild Rose Idlewild Airport in Wild Rose, Wisconsin[image: External link], flying in a Piper PA-22 Tri-Pacer[image: External link], but at $15 an hour (equivalent to $119 in 2016), he could not afford to continue the training.[53] In the mid-1990s, he bought a used Gulfstream II[image: External link] and asked one of his pilots, Terry Bender, to give him flying lessons. They started flying a Cessna 182[image: External link] out of Jackson[image: External link], Wyoming, later switching to Teterboro[image: External link], New Jersey, flying a Cessna 206[image: External link], the aircraft he soloed[image: External link] in.[54]

Ford keeps his aircraft at Santa Monica Airport[image: External link],[55] though the Bell 407[image: External link] is often kept and flown in Jackson, Wyoming, and has been used by the actor in two mountain rescues during the actor's assigned duty time assisting the Teton County[image: External link] Search and Rescue. On one of the rescues, Ford recovered a hiker who had become lost and disoriented. She boarded Ford's Bell 407 and promptly vomited into one of the rescuers' caps, unaware of who the pilot was until much later; "I can't believe I barfed in Harrison Ford's helicopter!" she said later.[56]

Ford flies his de Havilland Canada DHC-2 Beaver[image: External link] (N28S) more than any of his other aircraft, and has repeatedly said that he likes this aircraft and the sound of its Pratt & Whitney R-985[image: External link] radial engine.[57] According to Ford, it had been flown in the CIA's Air America[image: External link] operations, and was riddled with bullet holes that had to be patched up.[58]

In March 2004, Ford officially became chairman of the Young Eagles[image: External link] program of the Experimental Aircraft Association[image: External link] (EAA). Ford was asked to take the position by Greg Anderson, Senior Vice President of the EAA at the time, to replace General Charles "Chuck" Yeager[image: External link], who was vacating the post that he had held for many years. Ford at first was hesitant, but later accepted the offer and has made appearances with the Young Eagles at the EAA AirVenture Oshkosh[image: External link] gathering at Oshkosh[image: External link], Wisconsin, for two years. In July 2005, at the gathering in Oshkosh, Ford agreed to accept the position for another two years. Ford has flown over 280 children as part of the Young Eagles program, usually in his DHC-2 Beaver, which can seat the actor and five children. He is involved with the EAA chapter in Driggs[image: External link], Idaho, just over the Teton Range[image: External link] from Jackson, Wyoming. On July 28, 2016, Ford flew the two millionth Young Eagle at the EAA AirVenture convention.[59]

As of 2009, Ford appears in internet advertisements for General Aviation Serves America, a campaign by the advocacy group Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association[image: External link] (AOPA).[60] He has also appeared in several independent aviation documentaries, including Wings Over the Rockies (2009),[61] Flying The Feathered Edge: The Bob Hoover Project[image: External link] (2014),[62] and Living in the Age of Airplanes (2015).[63]

Ford is an honorary board member of the humanitarian aviation organization Wings of Hope[image: External link].[64] He is also known for having made several trips to Washington, D.C.[image: External link] to fight for pilots' rights.[65]
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 Incidents




On October 23, 1999, Harrison Ford was involved in the crash of a Bell 206L4 LongRanger[image: External link] helicopter (N36R). The NTSB[image: External link] accident report states that Ford was piloting the aircraft over the Lake Piru[image: External link] riverbed near Santa Clarita[image: External link], California, on a routine training flight. While making his second attempt at an autorotation[image: External link] with powered recovery, Ford allowed the aircraft's altitude to drop to 150–200 feet before beginning power-up.[66] The aircraft was unable to recover power before hitting the ground. The aircraft landed hard and began skidding forward in the loose gravel before one of its skids struck a partially embedded log, flipping the aircraft onto its side. Neither Ford nor the instructor pilot suffered any injuries, though the helicopter was seriously damaged. When asked about the incident by fellow pilot James Lipton[image: External link] in an interview on the TV show Inside the Actor's Studio[image: External link], Ford replied, "I broke it."[67]

On March 5, 2015, Ford's plane, believed to be a Ryan PT-22 Recruit[image: External link], made an emergency landing[image: External link] on the Penmar Golf Course in Venice, California[image: External link]. Ford had radioed in to report that the plane had experienced engine failure. He was taken to Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center[image: External link], where he was reported to be in fair to moderate condition.[68] Ford suffered a broken pelvis[image: External link] and broken ankle during the accident, as well as other injuries.[69]

On February 13, 2017, Ford landed an Aviat Husky[image: External link] at John Wayne Airport[image: External link] on the taxiway left of runway 20L. A Boeing 737[image: External link] was holding short of the runway on the taxiway when Ford overflew them.[70]
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Ford is vice-chair of Conservation International[image: External link][71] an American nonprofit environmental organization[image: External link] headquartered in Arlington, Virginia[image: External link]. The organization's intent is to protect nature[image: External link].[72] The institution tries to combine the services or benefits of science, field work, and partnership to find global solutions to global problems. Three ways CI goes about solving nature-related problems are: 1) identifying and moving to protect locations that are crucial, such as those affecting water, food, and air; 2) working with large companies that are involved in energy and agriculture, to ensure the environment is being protected; and 3) working with governments to ensure they have the knowledge and the proper tools to construct policies that are environmentally friendly.

From its origins as an NGO dedicated to protecting tropical biodiversity, CI has evolved into an organization that works with governments, scientists, charitable foundations, and business.[73] CI has been criticised for links to companies with a poor environmental record such as BP[image: External link], Cargill[image: External link], Chevron[image: External link], Monsanto[image: External link] and Shell[image: External link] and for allegedly offering greenwashing[image: External link] services.[74][75] CI has also been chastised for poor judgment in its expenditure of donors' money.

In September 2013, Ford, while filming an environmental documentary in Indonesia[image: External link], interviewed the Indonesian Forestry[image: External link] Minister, Zulkifli Hasan. After the interview the Presidential Advisor, Andi Arief, accused Ford and his crew of "harassing state institutions" and publicly threatened them with deportation[image: External link]. Questions within the interview concerned the Tesso Nilo National Park[image: External link], Sumatra[image: External link]. It was alleged the Minister of Forestry was given no prior warning of questions nor the chance to explain the challenges of catching people with illegal logging[image: External link].[76][77][78][79] Ford was provided an audience with the Indonesian President, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono[image: External link], during which he expressed concerns regarding Indonesia's environmental degradation and the government efforts to address climate change. In response, the President explained Indonesia's commitment to preserving its oceans and forests.[80][81]

In 1993, the arachnologist[image: External link] Norman Platnick named a new species of spider Calponia harrisonfordi[image: External link], and in 2002, the entomologist[image: External link] Edward O. Wilson[image: External link] named a new ant[image: External link] species Pheidole harrisonfordi[image: External link] (in recognition of Harrison's work as Vice Chairman of Conservation International[image: External link]).[82]

Since 1992, Ford has lent his voice to a series of public service messages promoting environmental involvement for EarthShare, an American federation of environmental and conservation charities.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Ford has been a spokesperson for Restore Hetch Hetchy[image: External link], a non-profit organization dedicated to restoring Yosemite National Park[image: External link]'s Hetch Hetchy Valley[image: External link] to its original condition.[83]

Ford appears in the documentary series Years of Living Dangerously[image: External link], which provides reports on those affected by, and seeking solutions to climate change.[84]
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Like his parents, Ford is a lifelong Democrat[image: External link].[85]

On September 7, 1995, Ford testified before the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link] in support of the Dalai Lama[image: External link] and an independent Tibet[image: External link].[86][87] In 2007, he narrated the documentary Dalai Lama Renaissance[image: External link].[88]

In 2003, he publicly condemned the Iraq War[image: External link] and called for "regime change" in the United States. He also criticized Hollywood for making violent movies, and called for more gun control[image: External link] in the United States.[89]

After Republican[image: External link] presidential candidate Donald Trump[image: External link] said his favorite role of Ford's was Air Force One because he "stood up for America", Ford reasoned that it was just a film and was doubtful that Trump's presidential bid[image: External link] would be successful.[90][91]
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 Archaeology




Following on his success portraying the archaeologist Indiana Jones[image: External link], Ford also plays a part in supporting the work of professional archaeologists[image: External link]. He serves as a General Trustee[92] on the Governing Board of the Archaeological Institute of America[image: External link] (AIA), North America's oldest and largest organization devoted to the world of archaeology. Ford assists them in their mission of increasing public awareness of archaeology and preventing looting and the illegal antiquities trade.
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 Selected filmography




Main article: Harrison Ford filmography[image: External link]




	
American Graffiti (1973)

	
The Conversation[image: External link] (1974)

	
Star Wars (1977)

	
Force 10 from Navarone[image: External link] (1978)

	
Apocalypse Now[image: External link] (1979)

	
The Frisco Kid[image: External link] (1979)

	
The Empire Strikes Back (1980)

	
Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981)

	
Blade Runner[image: External link] (1982)

	
Return of the Jedi (1983)

	
Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984)

	
Witness[image: External link] (1985)

	
The Mosquito Coast[image: External link] (1986)

	
Working Girl[image: External link] (1988)

	
Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989)

	
Presumed Innocent[image: External link] (1990)

	
Regarding Henry (1991)

	
Patriot Games[image: External link] (1992)

	
The Fugitive[image: External link] (1993)

	
Clear and Present Danger[image: External link] (1994)

	
Sabrina[image: External link] (1995)

	
Air Force One[image: External link] (1997)

	
Six Days, Seven Nights[image: External link] (1998)

	
What Lies Beneath[image: External link] (2000)

	
K-19: The Widowmaker[image: External link] (2002)

	
Hollywood Homicide[image: External link] (2003)

	
Firewall[image: External link] (2006)

	
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull (2008)

	
Extraordinary Measures[image: External link] (2010)

	
Cowboys & Aliens[image: External link] (2011)

	
42[image: External link] (2013)

	
Paranoia[image: External link] (2013)

	
Ender's Game[image: External link] (2013)

	
The Expendables 3[image: External link] (2014)

	
Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015)

	
Blade Runner 2049[image: External link] (2017)

	
Indiana Jones 5 (2020)[93]
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 Awards and honors




Ford received a nomination for the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] for Witness, for which he also received "Best Actor" BAFTA[image: External link] and Golden Globe[image: External link] nominations. He received the Cecil B. DeMille Award[image: External link] at the 2002 Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] and on June 2, 2003, he received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link]. He has received three additional "Best Actor" Golden Globe[image: External link] nominations for The Mosquito Coast, The Fugitive and Sabrina.

He received the first ever Hero Award for his many iconic roles, including Indiana Jones[image: External link] and Han Solo, at the 2007 Scream Awards, and in 2008, the Spike TV's Guy's Choice Award[image: External link] for Brass Balls.[94][95] Both roles earned him two Saturn Awards for Best Actor in 1981 and 2015, respectively.

Ford has also been honored multiple times for his involvement in general aviation[image: External link], receiving the Living Legends of Aviation[image: External link] Award and EAA[image: External link]'s Freedom of Flight Award in 2009,[96][97] Wright Brothers Memorial Trophy[image: External link] in 2010,[98] and the Al Ueltschi[image: External link] Humanitarian Award in 2013.[99] In 2013, Flying Magazine[image: External link] ranked him number 48 on their list of the 51 Heroes of Aviation.[65]

Harrison Ford received the AFI Life Achievement Award in 2000.[100]



	Year
	Association
	Category
	Work
	Result



	1977
	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	Star Wars
	Nominated



	1981
	Raiders of the Lost Ark
	Won



	1984
	Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom
	Nominated



	1985
	Academy Awards
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Witness
	Nominated



	BAFTA Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1986
	The Mosquito Coast
	Nominated



	1989
	Saturn Awards
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade
	Nominated



	1993
	Golden Globe Awards
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link]
	The Fugitive
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Performance – Male[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1995
	Golden Globe Awards
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]
	Sabrina
	Nominated



	1997
	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Fight[image: External link] (vs. Gary Oldman[image: External link])
	Air Force One
	Nominated



	1998
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Motion Picture Actor[image: External link]
	Six Days Seven Nights
	Won



	1999
	Favorite Motion Picture Actor[image: External link]
	Random Hearts
	Won



	2000
	Favorite Motion Picture Actor[image: External link]
	What Lies Beneath
	Nominated



	2006
	Jules Verne Award[image: External link]
	Achievement
	
	Won



	2009
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Male Movie Star[image: External link]
	Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2011
	Best Supporting Actor
	Cowboys & Aliens
	Nominated



	2013
	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture[image: External link]
	42
	Nominated



	San Francisco Film Critics Circle[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2016
	Saturn Award
	Best Actor
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Won
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Carrie Fisher






Carrie Frances Fisher (October 21, 1956 – December 27, 2016) was an American actress, writer and humorist[2] who is best known for playing Princess Leia in the Star Wars film series. Her other film roles included Shampoo[image: External link] (1975), The Blues Brothers[image: External link] (1980), Hannah and Her Sisters[image: External link] (1986), The 'Burbs[image: External link] (1989), and When Harry Met Sally...[image: External link] (1989).[3]

Fisher wrote several semi-autobiographical novels, including Postcards from the Edge[image: External link] and the screenplay for the film of the book[image: External link], as well as an autobiographical one-woman play, and its non-fiction book, Wishful Drinking[image: External link], based on the play. She worked on other writers' screenplays as a script doctor[image: External link].[4] In later years, she earned praise for speaking publicly about her experiences with bipolar disorder[image: External link] and drug addiction.[5]

The daughter of the singer Eddie Fisher[image: External link] and actress Debbie Reynolds, Fisher and her mother appear in Bright Lights: Starring Carrie Fisher and Debbie Reynolds[image: External link], a 2016 documentary about their relationship. It premiered at the 2016 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link]. Fisher died of cardiac arrest[image: External link] on December 27, 2016, at age 60, four days after experiencing a medical emergency during a transatlantic flight from London to Los Angeles. Her final film, Star Wars: The Last Jedi, is scheduled to be released on December 15, 2017.[6]





TOP
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 Early life




Carrie Frances Fisher[7] was born on October 21, 1956, in Burbank, California[image: External link],[8] to actors and singers Eddie Fisher[image: External link] and Debbie Reynolds.[9] Fisher's paternal grandparents were Jewish Russian[image: External link] immigrants, while her mother, who was raised a Nazarene[image: External link], was of Scots-Irish[image: External link] and English[image: External link] descent.[10][11][12][13]

Fisher was two years old when her parents divorced in 1959. Her father's third marriage, to actress Connie Stevens[image: External link], resulted in the births of Fisher's two half-sisters, Joely Fisher[image: External link] and Tricia Leigh Fisher[image: External link]. In 1960, her mother married Harry Karl, owner of a chain of shoe stores. Reynolds and Karl divorced in 1973, when Fisher was 17 years old.[14]

Fisher "hid in books" as a child, becoming known in her family as "the bookworm[image: External link]".[15] She spent her earliest years reading classic literature, and writing poetry. She attended Beverly Hills High School[image: External link] until age 15, when she appeared as a debutante[image: External link] and singer in the hit Broadway revival Irene[image: External link] (1973), starring her mother.[16] Her time on Broadway interfered with her education, resulting in Fisher's dropping out of high school.[17] In 1973, Fisher enrolled at London's Central School of Speech and Drama[image: External link], which she attended for 18 months.[15][18] Following her time there, Fisher applied to and was accepted at Sarah Lawrence College[image: External link], where she planned to study the arts. She later left without graduating.[19][20][21]
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 Career
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 1970s




Fisher made her film debut in the Columbia Pictures[image: External link] comedy Shampoo[image: External link] (1975) starring Warren Beatty[image: External link], Julie Christie[image: External link] and Goldie Hawn[image: External link], with Lee Grant[image: External link] and Jack Warden[image: External link] as her precociously seductive character's parents.[3] In 1977, Fisher starred as Princess Leia in George Lucas' science-fiction film Star Wars (later retitled Star Wars: Episode IV – A New Hope) opposite Mark Hamill[image: External link] and Harrison Ford.[23] At the time, she believed the script for Star Wars was fantastic, but did not expect many people to agree with her. Though her fellow actors were not close at the time, they bonded after the commercial success of the film.[24]

In April 1978, Fisher appeared as the love interest in Ringo Starr[image: External link]'s 1978 TV special Ringo[image: External link].[25] The next month, she starred alongside John Ritter[image: External link] (who had also appeared in Ringo) in the ABC[image: External link]-TV film Leave Yesterday Behind.[26] At this time, Fisher appeared with Laurence Olivier[image: External link] and Joanne Woodward[image: External link] in the anthology series Laurence Olivier Presents[image: External link] in a television version of the William Inge[image: External link] play Come Back, Little Sheba[image: External link].[27] That November, she played Princess Leia in the 1978 TV production Star Wars Holiday Special, and sang in the last scene.[28]
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 1980s




Fisher appeared in the film The Blues Brothers[image: External link] as Jake[image: External link]'s vengeful ex-lover; she is listed in the credits as "Mystery Woman".[29] While in Chicago filming the movie, Fisher choked on a Brussels sprout[image: External link]; Dan Aykroyd[image: External link] performed the Heimlich maneuver[image: External link] and "saved my life".[30] She appeared on Broadway in Censored Scenes from King Kong in 1980. The same year, she reprised her role as Princess Leia in The Empire Strikes Back, and appeared with her Star Wars co-stars on the cover of the July 12, 1980 issue of Rolling Stone to promote the film.[31] She also starred as Sister Agnes in the Broadway production of Agnes of God[image: External link] in 1982.[32]

In 1983, Fisher returned to the role of Princess Leia in Return of the Jedi, and posed in the character's metal bikini[image: External link] on the cover of the Summer 1983 issue of Rolling Stone to promote the film.[33][34] The costume later achieved a following of its own.[35] In 1986 she starred along with Barbara Hershey[image: External link] and Mia Farrow[image: External link] in Woody Allen[image: External link]'s Hannah and Her Sisters[image: External link].

In 1987, Fisher published her first novel, Postcards from the Edge[image: External link]. The book was semi-autobiographical in the sense that she fictionalized and satirized[image: External link] real-life events such as her drug addiction of the late 1970s and her relationship with her mother. It became a bestseller, and she received the Los Angeles Pen Award for Best First Novel. Also during 1987, she was in the Australian film The Time Guardian[image: External link]. In 1989 Fisher played a major supporting role in When Harry Met Sally...[image: External link], and in the same year she appeared with Tom Hanks[image: External link] as his character's wife in The 'Burbs[image: External link].[3]
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 1990s




In 1990, Columbia Pictures[image: External link] released a film version of Postcards from the Edge[image: External link], adapted for the screen by Fisher and starring Meryl Streep[image: External link], Shirley MacLaine[image: External link] and Dennis Quaid[image: External link].[36] Fisher appeared in the fantasy comedy film Drop Dead Fred[image: External link] in 1991, and played a therapist in Austin Powers: International Man of Mystery[image: External link] (1997).[3] During the 1990s, Fisher also published the novels Surrender the Pink[image: External link] (1990) and Delusions of Grandma[image: External link] (1993). Fisher also did uncredited script work for movies such as Lethal Weapon 3[image: External link] (where she wrote some of Rene Russo[image: External link]'s dialogue), Outbreak[image: External link] (also starring Russo), The Wedding Singer[image: External link][37] and Stop! Or My Mom Will Shoot[image: External link].[38]
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 2000s




In the 2000 film Scream 3[image: External link], Fisher played a former actress,[39] and in 2001 she played a nun[image: External link] in the Kevin Smith comedy Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back[image: External link]. She also co-wrote the TV comedy film These Old Broads[image: External link] (2001), of which she was also co-executive producer. It starred her mother Debbie Reynolds, as well as Elizabeth Taylor[image: External link], Joan Collins[image: External link] and Shirley MacLaine[image: External link].[40]

Besides acting and writing original works, Fisher was one of the top script doctors[image: External link] in Hollywood, working on the screenplays of other writers.[41][42] She did uncredited polishes on movies in a 15-year stretch from 1991 to 2005. She was hired by George Lucas to polish scripts for his 1992 TV series The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles and the dialogue for the Star Wars prequel[image: External link] scripts.[41] Her expertise in this area was the reason she was chosen as one of the interviewers for the screenwriting documentary Dreams on Spec[image: External link] in 2007. In an interview in 2004, Fisher said she no longer did much script doctoring.[42]

In 2005, Women in Film & Video – DC[image: External link] recognized Fisher with the Women of Vision Award[image: External link].[43]

Fisher also voiced Peter Griffin[image: External link]'s boss, Angela, on the animated sitcom Family Guy[image: External link][44] and wrote the introduction for a book of photographs titled Hollywood Moms[image: External link], which was published in 2001.[45] Fisher published a sequel to Postcards, The Best Awful There Is[image: External link], in 2004.

Fisher wrote and performed in her one-woman play Wishful Drinking[image: External link] at the Geffen Playhouse[image: External link] in Los Angeles from November 2006 to January 2007.[46] Her show then played throughout 2008 at the Berkeley Repertory Theater[image: External link],[47] San Jose[image: External link], the Hartford Stage,[48] the Arena Stage[image: External link][49] and Boston.[50] Fisher published her autobiographical book, also titled Wishful Drinking, based on her successful play in December 2008 and embarked on a media tour. In 2009, Fisher returned to the stage with her play at the Seattle Repertory Theatre[image: External link].[51] Wishful Drinking then opened on Broadway in New York at Studio 54[image: External link] and played an extended run from October 2009 until January 2010.[52][53] In December 2009, Fisher's audiobook recording of Wishful Drinking earned her a nomination for a 2009 Grammy Award[image: External link] in the Best Spoken Word Album[image: External link] category.[54]

Fisher joined Turner Classic Movies[image: External link] host Robert Osborne[image: External link] on Saturday evenings in 2007 for The Essentials with informative and entertaining conversation on Hollywood's best films. She guest-starred in the episode titled "Sex and Another City" from season 3 of Sex and the City[image: External link] with Sarah Jessica Parker[image: External link]. On October 25, 2007, Fisher guest-starred as Rosemary Howard on the second-season episode of 30 Rock[image: External link] called "Rosemary's Baby[image: External link]", for which she received an Emmy Award[image: External link] nomination.[55] On April 28, 2008, she was a guest on Deal or No Deal[image: External link].[56] In 2008, she also had a cameo as a doctor in the Star Wars-related comedy Fanboys[image: External link].
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In 2010, HBO aired a feature-length documentary based on a special live performance of Fisher's Wishful Drinking stage production.[57] Fisher also appeared on the seventh season of Entourage[image: External link] in the summer of 2010.[57]

Fisher was among the featured performers at the Comedy Central Roast[image: External link] of Roseanne[image: External link], which aired in August 2012. In her monologue, Fisher poked fun at her own mental illness,[58] and her fellow roasters' reliance on weight and menopause jokes.[59] Fisher joked that she had no idea why she was asked to roast Roseanne, until "they explained that we were actually good friends, and that apparently we have worked together."[60] Host Jane Lynch[image: External link] joked that Fisher was there to add perspective to Roseanne's struggles with weight and drugs. Fellow roaster Wayne Brady[image: External link] poked fun at Fisher's career, saying she was the only celebrity "whose action figure is worth more than you are."[61]

She was selected as a member of the main competition jury at the 2013 Venice Film Festival[image: External link].[62] She filmed an appearance on the UK comedy panel show QI[image: External link] that was broadcast on December 25, 2014.[63] Fisher starred alongside Sharon Horgan[image: External link] and comedian Rob Delaney[image: External link] in the British comedy series Catastrophe[image: External link], that was first broadcast on Channel 4[image: External link] in the UK on January 19, 2015.[64][65] Her last appearance on Catastrophe, which aired in the UK on April 4, 2017, left many viewers in tears.[66]

Fisher's memoir, The Princess Diarist, was released in November 2016. The book is based on diaries she kept while filming the original Star Wars trilogy in the late 1970s and early 1980s.[67][68]

Fisher confirmed in March 2013 that she would reprise her role as Princess Leia in Episode VII of the Star Wars series, in an interview following the announcement that a new trilogy of films would be produced. Fisher claimed that Leia was "Elderly. She's in an intergalactic old folks' home [laughs]. I just think she would be just like she was before, only slower and less inclined to be up for the big battle."[69] After other media outlets reported this on March 6, 2013, her representative said the same day that Fisher was joking and that nothing was announced.[70]

In a January 2014 interview, Fisher confirmed her involvement and the involvement of the original cast in the upcoming sequels by saying "as for the next Star Wars film, myself, Harrison Ford and Mark Hamill[image: External link] are expected to report to work in March or April. I'd like to wear my old cinnamon buns hairstyle again but with white hair. I think that would be funny."[71]

In March, Fisher stated that she was moving to London for six months because that was where the filming would take place.[72] On April 29, 2014, the cast for Star Wars Episode VII was officially announced, and Fisher, along with Harrison Ford, Mark Hamill, Peter Mayhew, Anthony Daniels, and Kenny Baker, were all cast in their original roles for the film. Star Wars Episode VII, subtitled The Force Awakens, was released worldwide on December 18, 2015. Fisher was nominated for a 2016 Saturn Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for her portrayal.[73]

In Rogue One (2016), which predates the original trilogy, a young version of Leia and the character Grand Moff Tarkin[image: External link] appear, both through computer animation.[74][75] Fisher had completed filming her role as Leia in Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017) shortly before her death.[76] Variety reported following her death that Fisher was slated to appear in Episode IX[image: External link] and that now Lucasfilm, Disney[image: External link], and others involved with the film will need to find a way to address her death and what will become of her character.[77][78][79] At the time of her death, Fisher had been preparing a sequel to her one-woman play Wishful Drinking.[80]

Fisher and her mother appear in Bright Lights: Starring Carrie Fisher and Debbie Reynolds[image: External link],[81] a 2016 documentary about their close relationship featuring interviews, photographs and home movies. The documentary premiered at the 2016 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] and was set for broadcast on January 7, 2017.[82]
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Fisher dated musician Paul Simon[image: External link] from 1977 until 1983 after meeting him while filming Star Wars.[83] In 1980, she was briefly engaged to Canadian actor and comedian Dan Aykroyd[image: External link], who proposed on the set of their film The Blues Brothers[image: External link]. She said: "We had rings, we got blood tests, the whole shot. But then I got back together with Paul Simon."[84] Fisher was married to Simon from August 1983 to July 1984, and they dated again for a time after their divorce.[citation needed[image: External link]] During their marriage, she appeared in Simon's music video for the song "Rene and Georgette Magritte with Their Dog after the War[image: External link]". Simon's song "Hearts and Bones[image: External link]" is about their romance.[85][86]

She subsequently had a relationship with Creative Artists Agency[image: External link] principal and talent agent[image: External link] Bryan Lourd[image: External link]. They had one child together, Billie Catherine Lourd (born July 17, 1992). Eddie Fisher[image: External link] stated in his autobiography (Been There Done That) that his granddaughter's name is Catherine Fisher Lourd and her nickname is "Billy". The couple's relationship ended when Lourd left to be in a relationship with a man. Though Fisher described Lourd as her second husband in interviews, according to a 2004 profile of the actress and writer, she and Lourd were never legally married.[87]

In her 2016 autobiography, The Princess Diarist, Fisher wrote that she and Harrison Ford had a three-month affair in 1976 during the filming of Star Wars.[88]

Fisher also had a close relationship with singer James Blunt[image: External link]. While working on his album Back to Bedlam[image: External link] in 2003, Blunt spent much of his time at Fisher's residence. When Vanity Fair's George Wayne asked Fisher if their relationship was sexual, she replied: "Absolutely not, but I did become his therapist. He was a soldier. This boy has seen awful stuff. Every time James hears fireworks or anything like that, his heart beats faster, and he gets 'fight or flight.' You know, he comes from a long line of soldiers dating back to the 10th century. He would tell me these horrible stories. He was a captain, a reconnaissance soldier. I became James' therapist. So it would have been unethical to sleep with my patient."[23]

On February 26, 2005, R. Gregory "Greg" Stevens, a lobbyist, was found dead in Fisher's California home. The final autopsy[image: External link] report lists the cause of death as " cocaine[image: External link] and oxycodone[image: External link] use" but adds chronic, and apparently previously undiagnosed, heart disease[image: External link] as contributing factors. Media coverage of an initial autopsy report used the word "overdose," but that wording is not in the final report.[89] In an interview, Fisher claimed that Stevens' ghost haunted her mansion, which unsettled her: "I was a nut for a year", she explained, "and in that year I took drugs again."[23]

Fisher described herself as an "enthusiastic agnostic who would be happy to be shown that there is a God".[90] She was raised Protestant[image: External link],[91] but often attended Jewish[image: External link] services, the faith of her father, with Orthodox[image: External link] friends.[92]

In 2016, Harvard College[image: External link] gave Fisher its Annual Outstanding Lifetime Achievement Award in Cultural Humanism, noting that "her forthright activism and outspokenness about addiction, mental illness[image: External link], and agnosticism have advanced public discourse on these issues with creativity and empathy[image: External link]."[5]

Fisher was a supporter and advocate for several causes, including women's advocacy,[93] animal rights,[94] and LGBT[image: External link] causes.[95] She was open about her experiences caring for friends who suffered from AIDS[image: External link], contributing financially to various AIDS and HIV organizations, including hosting a benefit for amfAR, The Foundation for AIDS Research[image: External link].[96] She also served as an honorary board member for the International Bipolar Foundation,[97] and, in 2014, received the Golden Heart Award for her work with The Midnight Mission[image: External link].[98]

She was a spokesperson for Jenny Craig[image: External link] weight loss television ads that aired in January 2011.[99]
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In appearances on 20/20[image: External link] and The Secret Life of the Manic Depressive[image: External link] with Stephen Fry[image: External link], Fisher publicly discussed her diagnosis of bipolar disorder[image: External link] and her addictions to cocaine and prescription medication[image: External link].[100] She said her drug use was a form of self-medication; she used pain medication such as Percodan[image: External link] to "dial down" the manic aspect of her bipolar disorder.[101] She gave nicknames to her bipolar moods: Roy ("the wild ride of a mood") and Pam ("who stands on the shore and sobs").[102] "Drugs made me feel more normal", she explained to Psychology Today[image: External link] in 2001. "They contained me."[101] She discussed her 2008 memoir Wishful Drinking[image: External link] and various topics in it with Matt Lauer[image: External link] on NBC[image: External link]'s Today[image: External link] that same year, and also revealed that she would have turned down the role of Princess Leia had she realized it would give her the celebrity status that made her parents' lives difficult.[103] This interview was followed by a similar appearance on The Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson[image: External link] on December 12, 2008, where she discussed her electroconvulsive therapy[image: External link] (ECT) treatments.[104] At one point, she received ECT every six weeks to "blow apart the cement" in her brain.[105] In 2014, she said she was no longer receiving the treatment.[106]

Fisher revealed in another interview that she used cocaine[image: External link] during the filming of The Empire Strikes Back. "Slowly, I realized I was doing a bit more drugs than other people and losing my choice in the matter", she noted.[107][108] In 1985, after months of sobriety, she accidentally overdosed on a combination of prescription medication and sleeping pills.[109] She was rushed to the hospital, creating the turn of events that led to much of the material in her novel and screenplay, Postcards from the Edge[image: External link]. Asked why she did not take on the role of her story's protagonist, named Suzanne, in the film version, Fisher remarked, "I've already played Suzanne."[110]

In her later years, Fisher had an emotional support animal[image: External link], a French Bulldog[image: External link] named Gary, whom she brought to numerous appearances and interviews.[111] Following her death, reports indicated that Fisher's daughter Billie Lourd would take care of Gary.[112]
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On December 23, 2016, after finishing the European leg of her book tour, Fisher was on a flight from London to Los Angeles. She suffered a medical emergency around fifteen minutes before the plane landed.[113][a] A passenger seated near Fisher reported that she had stopped breathing;[116] another passenger performed CPR[image: External link] on Fisher until paramedics arrived at the scene. Emergency services in Los Angeles were contacted when the flight crew reported a passenger in distress prior to landing. After Fisher was taken by ambulance to the Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center[image: External link], she was placed on a ventilator.[117][118]

Following four days in intensive care at UCLA Medical Center, Fisher died on December 27, 2016, at 8:55 a.m. ( PST[image: External link]); she was 60 years old.[119] Fisher's daughter, Billie Lourd, confirmed her mother's death in a statement to the press.[117] Many of her costars and directors from Star Wars and other works also shared their thoughts on Fisher's death.[120]

On December 28, 2016, while at the home of Fisher's brother Todd[image: External link], their mother Debbie Reynolds experienced a medical emergency and was taken to the hospital by ambulance. Reynolds and her son had been planning Fisher's funeral before 9-1-1[image: External link] had to be called. The actress subsequently died at the hospital.[121][122] It was reported later that Fisher's mother had suffered a stroke,[123] and that Reynolds said, "I want to be with Carrie" shortly before she died.[124][125][b] On January 5, 2017, a joint private memorial was held for Fisher and Reynolds. A portion of Fisher's remains were laid to rest beside Reynolds in a crypt at Forest Lawn Memorial Park[image: External link] in Hollywood Hills[image: External link].[127] The remainder of Fisher's ashes are held in a giant, novelty[image: External link] Prozac[image: External link] pill.[128]

In her 2008 book, Wishful Drinking[image: External link], Fisher wrote about what she hoped would eventually be her obituary: "I want it reported that I drowned in moonlight, strangled by my own bra." Several obituaries and retrospectives featured the quote.[129] In the absence of a star for Fisher on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link], fans created their own memorial using a blank star. Along with flowers and candles, words put on the blank star read, "Carrie Fisher may the force be with you always".[2] In the video game Star Wars: The Old Republic, thousands of fans paid tribute to Fisher by gathering at House Organa on the planet Alderaan where Fisher's character in Star Wars resided.[130][131] Lightsaber vigils and similar events in Fisher's honor were held at various Alamo Drafthouse Cinemas[image: External link] theaters and other sites.[132][133][134] On January 6, 2017, the lights on Broadway[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link] were darkened for one minute in honor of Fisher and her mother.[135]

On January 9, 2017, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health issued a death certificate listing "cardiac arrest/deferred" as the cause. More tests were expected.[136] Both Fisher and Reynolds were featured in the 89th Academy Awards[image: External link] In Memoriam tribute.[137]

On March 25, 2017, a public memorial for Carrie Fisher and Debbie Reynolds was held at the Hall of Liberty theater in Forrest Lawn[image: External link] Hollywood Hills. The event was streamed live on Debbie Reynolds' website. During the memorial, Dan Aykroyd[image: External link], who was briefly engaged to Carrie, made a speech.[138] On April 14, a special tribute to Carrie Fisher was held by Mark Hamill[image: External link] during the Star Wars Celebration in Orlando.[139]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes
	Refs



	1975
	Shampoo[image: External link]
	Lorna Karpf
	
	[125]



	1977
	Star Wars
	Princess Leia Organa
	
	[125]



	1980
	The Empire Strikes Back
	Princess Leia Organa
	
	[125]



	1980
	Blues Brothers, TheThe Blues Brothers[image: External link]
	Mystery Woman
	
	[125]



	1981
	Under the Rainbow[image: External link]
	Annie Clark
	
	[40]



	1983
	Return of the Jedi
	Princess Leia Organa
	
	[140]



	1984
	Garbo Talks[image: External link]
	Lisa Rolfe
	
	[140]



	1985
	Man with One Red Shoe, TheThe Man with One Red Shoe[image: External link]
	Paula
	
	[125]



	1986
	Hannah and Her Sisters[image: External link]
	April
	
	[125]



	1986
	Hollywood Vice Squad[image: External link]
	Betty Melton
	
	[40]



	1987
	Amazon Women on the Moon[image: External link]
	Mary Brown
	Segment: "Reckless Youth"
	[40]



	1987
	Time Guardian, TheThe Time Guardian[image: External link]
	Petra
	
	[140]



	1988
	Appointment with Death[image: External link]
	Nadine Boynton
	
	[40]



	1989
	The 'Burbs[image: External link]
	Carol Peterson
	
	[40]



	1989
	Loverboy[image: External link]
	Monica Delancy
	
	[40]



	1989
	She's Back
	Beatrice
	
	[140]



	1989
	When Harry Met Sally...[image: External link]
	Marie
	
	[125]



	1990
	Sweet Revenge
	Linda
	
	[40]



	1990
	Sibling Rivalry[image: External link]
	Iris Turner-Hunter
	
	[140]



	1991
	Drop Dead Fred[image: External link]
	Janie
	
	[40]



	1991
	Soapdish[image: External link]
	Betsy Faye Sharon
	
	[40]



	1991
	Hook[image: External link]
	Woman kissing on bridge
	Uncredited
	[141]



	1992
	This Is My Life[image: External link]
	Claudia Curtis
	
	[40]



	1997
	Austin Powers: International Man of Mystery[image: External link]
	Therapist
	Uncredited
	[140]



	1998
	The Emperor's New Clothes: An All-Star Illustrated Retelling of the Classic Fairy Tale
	The Imperial Lady-in-Waiting #1
	Voice
	[142]



	2000
	Scream 3[image: External link]
	Bianca
	
	[40]



	2000
	Lisa Picard Is Famous[image: External link]
	Herself
	
	[143]



	2001
	Heartbreakers[image: External link]
	Ms. Surpin
	
	[140]



	2001
	Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back[image: External link]
	Nun
	
	[40]



	2002
	Midsummer Night's Rave, AA Midsummer Night's Rave[image: External link]
	Mia's Mom
	
	



	2003
	Charlie's Angels: Full Throttle[image: External link]
	Mother Superior
	
	[140]



	2003
	Wonderland[image: External link]
	Sally Hansen
	
	[140]



	2004
	Stateside[image: External link]
	Mrs. Dubois
	
	



	2005
	Undiscovered[image: External link]
	Carrie
	
	



	2007
	Suffering Man's Charity[image: External link]
	Reporter
	Cameo role
	[144]



	2007
	Cougar Club[image: External link]
	Glady Goodbey
	
	[145]



	2008
	Women, TheThe Women[image: External link]
	Bailey Smith
	
	[140]



	2009
	White Lightnin'[image: External link]
	Cilla
	
	[140]



	2009
	Fanboys[image: External link]
	Doctor
	
	[140]



	2009
	Sorority Row[image: External link]
	Mrs. Crenshaw
	
	[140]



	2010
	Wishful Drinking[image: External link]
	Herself
	Documentary
	[146]



	2014
	Maps to the Stars[image: External link]
	Herself
	
	[147]



	2015
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	General Leia Organa
	
	[148]



	2016
	Bright Lights: Starring Carrie Fisher and Debbie Reynolds[image: External link]
	Herself
	Documentary
	



	2016
	Rogue One
	Princess Leia Organa
	Archival audio and likeness
	



	2017
	Star Wars: The Last Jedi
	General Leia Organa
	Post-production; Posthumous release
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes
	Refs



	1969
	Debbie Reynolds and the Sound of Children
	Girl Scout
	Television film
	[149]



	1977
	Come Back, Little Sheba[image: External link]
	Marie
	Television film
	



	1978
	Ringo[image: External link]
	Marquine
	Television film
	



	1978
	Leave Yesterday Behind
	Marnie Clarkson
	Television film
	[150]



	1978
	Saturday Night Live[image: External link]
	Herself (host)
	Episode: "Carrie Fisher/The Blues Brothers[image: External link]"
	[151]



	1978
	Star Wars Holiday Special
	Princess Leia Organa
	Television special
	[152]



	1982
	Laverne & Shirley[image: External link]
	Cathy
	Episode: "The Playboy Show"
	[151]



	1984
	Faerie Tale Theatre[image: External link]
	Thumbelina[image: External link]
	Episode: "Thumbelina"
	[151]



	1984
	Frankenstein
	Elizabeth
	Television film
	[153]



	1985
	From Here to Maternity
	Veronica
	Television short
	[154]



	1985
	George Burns Comedy Week[image: External link]
	Mitzi
	Episode: "The Couch"; pilot for the series Leo & Liz in Beverly Hills[image: External link]
	[155]



	1985
	Happily Ever After[image: External link]
	Alice Conway (voice)
	Television film
	



	1986
	Liberty
	Emma Lazarus
	Television film
	[156]



	1986
	Sunday Drive[image: External link]
	Franny Jessup
	Television film
	



	1987
	Amazing Stories[image: External link]
	Laurie McNamara
	Episode: "Gershwin's Trunk"
	[157]



	1989
	Two Daddies
	Alice Conway (voice)
	Television film
	[158]



	1989
	Trying Times
	Enid
	Episode: "Hunger Chic"
	[155]



	1993
	The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles
	N/A
	Co-wrote episode: "Paris, October 1916"
	



	1995
	Present Tense, Past Perfect
	
	Television short
	[159]



	1995
	Frasier[image: External link]
	Phyllis (voice)
	Episode: "She's the Boss"
	[160]



	1995
	Ellen[image: External link]
	Herself
	Episode: "The Movie Show"
	[151]



	1997
	Gun[image: External link]
	Nancy
	Episode: "The Hole"
	



	1997
	Roseanne[image: External link]
	N/A
	Wrote episode: "Arsenic and Old Mom"
	



	1998
	Dr. Katz, Professional Therapist[image: External link]
	Roz Katz (voice)
	Episode: "Thanksgiving"
	[161]



	2000
	Sex and the City[image: External link]
	Herself
	Episode: "Sex and Another City"
	[141]



	2001
	These Old Broads[image: External link]
	Hooker
	Television film; also writer and co-executive producer
	[151]



	2002
	Nero Wolfe Mystery, AA Nero Wolfe Mystery[image: External link]
	Ellen Tenzer
	Episode: " Motherhunt[image: External link]"
	



	2003
	Good Morning, Miami[image: External link]
	Judy Silver
	Episode: "A Kiss Before Lying"
	[162]



	2004
	Jack & Bobby[image: External link]
	Madison Skutcher
	Episode: "The First Lady"
	[163]



	2005
	Smallville[image: External link]
	Pauline Kahn
	Episode: "Thirst"
	[151]



	2005
	Romancing the Bride[image: External link]
	Edwina
	Television film
	



	2005–2017
	Family Guy[image: External link]
	Angela[image: External link] (voice)
	23 episodes
	[164]



	2007
	Odd Job Jack[image: External link]
	Dr. Finch
	Episode: "The Beauty Beast"
	[151]



	2007
	Weeds[image: External link]
	Celia's attorney
	Episode: "The Brick Dance"
	[151]



	2007
	On the Lot[image: External link]
	Herself
	Judge
	[165]



	2007
	Side Order of Life[image: External link]
	Dr. Gilbert
	Episode: "Funeral for a Phone"
	[151]



	2007
	30 Rock[image: External link]
	Rosemary Howard
	Episode: "Rosemary's Baby[image: External link]"
	[141]



	2008
	Robot Chicken: Star Wars Episode II[image: External link]
	Princess Leia Organa / Additional voices
	Television special
	[161]



	2008
	Bring Back ... Star Wars[image: External link]
	Herself
	Television documentary
	



	2009
	Celebrity Ghost Stories[image: External link]
	Herself
	
	[162]



	2010
	Wright vs. Wrong
	Joan Harrington
	Television film
	[162]



	2010
	Entourage[image: External link]
	Anna Fowler
	Episode: "Tequila and Coke"
	[166]



	2012
	Comedy Central Roast[image: External link] of Roseanne[image: External link]
	Herself (roaster)
	Comedy special
	



	2012
	It's Christmas, Carol![image: External link]
	Eve
	Television film
	[151]



	2014
	The Big Bang Theory[image: External link]
	Herself
	Episode: "The Convention Conundrum[image: External link]"
	[151]



	2014
	Legit[image: External link]
	Angela McKinnon
	Episode: "Licked"
	[167]



	2014–2016
	Girlfriends' Guide to Divorce[image: External link]
	Cat
	2 episodes
	



	2015–2017
	Catastrophe[image: External link]
	Mia Norris
	5 episodes
	[140]



	2016
	8 Out of 10 Cats[image: External link]
	Herself
	Episode 20x07
	[140]
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	Year
	Title
	Voice role
	Refs



	2012
	Dishonored[image: External link]
	Female Broadcaster
	[168]



	2016
	Lego Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Princess Leia
	[168]
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Novels


	
Postcards from the Edge[image: External link], 1987, ISBN 0-7434-6651-9[image: External link]


	
Surrender the Pink[image: External link], 1990, ISBN 0-671-66640-1[image: External link]


	
Delusions of Grandma[image: External link], 1993, ISBN 0-684-85803-7[image: External link]


	
The Best Awful There Is[image: External link], 2004, ISBN 0-7434-7857-6[image: External link]




Non-fiction


	
Hollywood Moms[image: External link], 2001 (introduction), ISBN 978-0810941571[image: External link]


	
Wishful Drinking[image: External link], 2008, ISBN 1-4391-0225-2[image: External link]


	
Shockaholic[image: External link], 2011, ISBN 978-0-7432-6482-2[image: External link]


	
The Princess Diarist[image: External link], 2016, ISBN 978-0-399-17359-2[image: External link]




Screenplays


	
Postcards from the Edge[image: External link], 1990

	
These Old Broads[image: External link], 2001

	
E-Girl (2007)[169]


	Doctored screenplays include Sister Act[image: External link] (1992),[41] Last Action Hero[image: External link] (1993)[170] and The Wedding Singer[image: External link] (1998)[41]




Plays


	
Wishful Drinking, 2006[171]


	
Wishful Drinking, 2008[172]


	
A Spy in the House of Me, 2008[173]
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 Notes






	
^ Radio transmissions and emergency calls included the phrases "cardiac episode" and "cardiac arrest"; witnesses believed they had seen Fisher having a heart attack.[114] Several news outlets called the episode a "massive heart attack".[115]


	
^ In an interview with ABC News[image: External link], Fisher later said that his mother "didn't die of a broken heart. ... It wasn't that she was sitting around inconsolable—not at all. She simply said that she didn't get to see Carrie come back from London. She expressed how much she loved my sister. She then said she really wanted to be with Carrie—in those precise words—and within 15 minutes from that conversation, she faded out. Within 30 minutes, she technically was gone."[126]
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Daisy Ridley






Daisy Jazz Isobel Ridley (born 10 April 1992) is an English actress and film producer. She began her acting career by appearing in minor television roles and short films before being cast in the lead role of Rey in the Star Wars sequel trilogy, appearing in Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015) and Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017).



TOP
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 Early life




Daisy Ridley was born on 10 April 1992,[1][2] in Westminster[image: External link], London. She is the youngest of three daughters born to Louise Fawkner-Corbett and Chris Ridley. She has two older sisters, Kika Rose and Poppy Sophia. She also has two older half-sisters from her father's first marriage.[3][4] Her mother's family, the Fawkner-Corbetts, were landed gentry[image: External link] with a military and medical background.[5] Her great-uncle was Dad's Army[image: External link] actor and playwright Arnold Ridley[image: External link].[6] When she was growing up, her favourite film was Matilda[image: External link] (1996), an adaptation of Roald Dahl[image: External link]'s children's story[image: External link], with the title character[image: External link] (played by Mara Wilson[image: External link] in the film) a role model to her.[7] Ridley won a scholarship to Tring Park School for the Performing Arts[image: External link] in Hertfordshire[image: External link], which she attended between the ages of 9 and 18.[8][9][10] She then began reading classical civilisation at Birkbeck, University of London[image: External link], before dropping out to concentrate on her acting career.[10]
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 Career
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 Beginnings




Ridley began her career with minor roles in the television programmes Youngers[image: External link], Toast of London[image: External link], Silent Witness[image: External link], Mr Selfridge[image: External link], and Casualty[image: External link].[11][12][13][14] She also appeared in the short film Blue Season, which was entered into the Sci-Fi-London[image: External link] 48-Hour Film Challenge.[15] Ridley played the lead in film three of Lifesaver,[16] an interactive film which was nominated for a BAFTA Award[image: External link].[17] She has also appeared in the music video for Wiley[image: External link]'s song "Lights On[image: External link]", playing the character of Kim.[8][18] Her film debut is the 2015 independent horror film Scrawl[image: External link], after her scenes from The Inbetweeners 2[image: External link] were removed in the final cut.
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 Star Wars breakout role




In April 2014, Ridley's casting as Rey, one of the lead characters in Star Wars: The Force Awakens, was announced.[11][12][13] She was chosen for the film in February 2014.[19] At the time of her casting she was, according to Rolling Stone, a "total unknown."[20] Her choice by director J. J. Abrams was seen as a repeat of George Lucas's move of casting relatively unknown actors for the lead roles in the first Star Wars film in 1977.[21] Ridley began filming her scenes in May 2014 at Pinewood Studios in Buckinghamshire, and prior to the film's release in December 2015, she appeared at the launch of a set of Star Wars postage stamps issued by the UK postal service Royal Mail[image: External link], with her character Rey featuring on a stamp along with the droid BB-8.[22][23] With international revenues of over $2 billion,[24] The Force Awakens was a major box-office hit and the highest-grossing film of 2015[image: External link]. After an early screening of the film, Brian Viner of the Daily Mail[image: External link] called Ridley the "real star of the show," adding that her performance as Rey should "send her career into orbit."[25] Her performance received critical acclaim, with Richard Roeper describing her portrayal as "a breakout performance" and adding "Ford has a terrific father figure chemistry (shared) with Ridley and (John) Boyega".[26]
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 Upcoming roles




Ridley will continue her role as Rey in Star Wars: The Last Jedi opposite Mark Hamill[image: External link] as Luke Skywalker,[27] which is scheduled to be released on 15 December 2017.[28]

Ridley is to star in a 2017 film adaptation[image: External link] of Agatha Christie[image: External link]'s detective novel Murder on the Orient Express[image: External link]. Directed by and starring Kenneth Branagh[image: External link], production began in London in November 2016.[29] In August 2016, it was announced that she is set to star in the movie adaptation of the young adult novel series Chaos Walking[image: External link], alongside Tom Holland[image: External link].[30] The film is expected to start filming this summer, as confirmed by Patrick Ness[image: External link]'s Twitter page. In 2018, Ridley is set to star in an animated/live-action adaptation of Peter Rabbit[image: External link], the central character from the children's stories by Beatrix Potter[image: External link]. Many of Ridley's projects will release in 2018 and 2019, particularly thrillers. Daisy will star and work with J.J. Abrams in Kolma, a supernatural drama; A Woman of No Importance, a biographical political-thriller film based on the book of the same name by Sonia Purnell; and The Lost Wife, a romantic war-thriller that takes place during World War II[image: External link], in which Ridley will play a Polish art student who has a love affair with her best friend's older brother that is torn apart by the German invasion. In addition, in a re-imagining of Hamlet, Ridley will star in Ophelia alongside Naomi Watts[image: External link] & Clive Owen[image: External link].[31] She has also acquired the film & television rights to Susan Elia MacNeal[image: External link]'s Maggie Hope novels (as confirmed by the author's Twitter account), and has started a production company.
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 Voice acting




Ridley voiced the lead role of Taeko in the English dub of the Japanese animated film Only Yesterday[image: External link] (1991), which was released on 1 January 2016 in New York City, with a wider US release through 26 February. The film allowed Ridley to work alongside another Star Wars veteran, voice actress Ashley Eckstein[image: External link] (who is known for voicing Ahsoka Tano[image: External link], the most prominent female protagonist in Star Wars animation), in the role of Taeko's sister Yaeko.[32][33][34] In summer 2017 it was announced that she will be voicing Rey again for Star Wars: Forces of Destiny, set to release this August.
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 Producing




Ridley became executive producer of the documentary The Eagle Huntress[image: External link] in January 2016.[35] Director Otto Bell said of her commitment, "Like so many other theatergoers around the world, I was blown away by Daisy's recent portrayal of an empowered female protagonist. I'm thrilled she'll be bringing that same energy to supporting a real-world heroine who is also on an epic journey to win victory in a far away land." The movie premiered at the Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] on 24 January 2016, with Ridley narrating.[36][37]
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 Music




Ridley is one of several actors featured on Barbra Streisand[image: External link]'s 2016 album Encore: Movie Partners Sing Broadway[image: External link]. Along with Anne Hathaway[image: External link], Ridley and Streisand perform the song "At the Ballet[image: External link]" from A Chorus Line[image: External link], with Ridley performing the role of Bebe, one of a trio of dancers hoping to be cast in an upcoming show.[38]
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 Personal life




Ridley has a tattoo of three stars on her left foot that she got when she was 15,[39] a tattoo of the alchemical symbol of air on her upper right thigh,[40] and a peace symbol tattoo behind her right ear.[41] Ridley also has a dog named Muffin.[42] She was voted No. 1 on AskMen[image: External link].com's Crush List 2016,[43] and also appeared in People[image: External link] magazine's World's Most Beautiful 2016 list.[44] Her rise to stardom saw Ridley appear on Debrett's[image: External link] 2016 list of the most influential people in the UK.[45]

Ridley suffers from endometriosis[image: External link], caused by polycystic ovaries, which required her to undergo multiple laparoscopic surgeries[image: External link].[46][47] She revealed on Instagram[image: External link] that she was diagnosed with the condition at the age of 15, and admitted that the condition left her feeling low in self-confidence due to acne[image: External link] that followed. Ridley was praised for her message by news outlets and fans alike.[48]

In August 2016, after receiving harsh criticism for posting an anti-gun violence message on her Instagram account, Ridley deleted her Instagram account.[49] The actress briefly returned to Instagram and said that the reason behind the deletion was because she had "a busy few months ahead and [so] wanted less distractions." She went on to say in a later interview that she might return in 2017.[50]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2013
	Lifesaver
	Jo
	Screen debut; interactive short film[51]



	Blue Season
	Sarah
	Short film[51]



	100% BEEF
	Girl
	Short film[52]



	Crossed Wires
	Her
	Short film[53]



	2014
	Under
	Waitress
	Short film[51]



	2015
	Scrawl[image: External link]
	Hannah
	Film debut



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Rey
	



	2016
	Only Yesterday[image: External link]
	Taeko Okajima
	Voice role (English dub)



	The Eagle Huntress[image: External link]
	Narrator
	Executive producer



	2017
	Murder on the Orient Express[image: External link]
	Mary Debenham
	Post-production



	Star Wars: The Last Jedi
	Rey
	Post-production[54][55]



	2018
	Peter Rabbit[image: External link]
	TBA
	Post-production[56]



	Ophelia[image: External link]
	Ophelia[image: External link]
	Filming
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2013
	Casualty[image: External link]
	Fran Bedingfield
	Episode: "And the Walls Come Tumbling Down"



	2013
	Youngers[image: External link]
	Jessie
	Episode: "A to B and the Apology"



	2013
	Toast of London[image: External link]
	Charlotte
	Episode: "Vanity Project"



	2014
	Silent Witness[image: External link]
	Hannah Kennedy
	2 episodes: Fraternity: Part 1 & Fraternity: Part 2



	2014
	Mr Selfridge[image: External link]
	Roxy Starlet
	Episode: "2.8"



	2015
	Saturday Night Live[image: External link]
	Herself
	Segment: "Star Wars Auditions"



	2017
	Star Wars: Forces of Destiny[57]
	Rey (voice)
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 Theatre






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	The Boy Friend
	Nancy
	Musical



	2012
	Dominoes
	Daisy
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 Music videos






	Year
	Artist(s)
	Title



	2013
	Wiley[image: External link]
	"Lights On[image: External link]"
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 Video games






	Year
	Title
	Voice role
	Notes



	2015
	Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link]
	Rey
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens playset[image: External link]



	2016
	Lego Star Wars: The Force Awakens
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Association
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result
	Ref.



	2015
	Zed Fest Film Festival
	Outstanding Acting Performance
	Scrawl
	Won
	[58]



	Florida Film Critics Circle
	FCC Breakout Award[image: External link]
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Won
	[59]



	2016
	Central Ohio Film Critics Association
	Breakthrough Film Artist
	Nominated
	[60]



	Georgia Film Critics Association
	Breakthrough Award
	Nominated
	[61]



	EDA Awards
	Best Female Action Star
	Nominated
	[62]



	Best Breakthrough Performance
	Nominated



	Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[63]



	Empire Awards
	Best Female Newcomer
	Won
	[64]



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Female Performance
	Nominated
	[65]



	Best Hero[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Breakthrough Performance
	Won



	Best Fight[image: External link] (with Adam Driver[image: External link])
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[66]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie Actress – Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[67]



	Choice Movie: Chemistry[image: External link] (with John Boyega)
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Breakout Star[image: External link]
	Won
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John Boyega






John Adedayo B. Adegboyega (born 17 March 1992), known professionally as John Boyega, is an English actor and producer best known for playing Finn in the 2015 film Star Wars: The Force Awakens, the seventh film of the Star Wars series. Boyega rose to prominence in his native United Kingdom for his role as Moses in the 2011 sci-fi comedy film Attack the Block[image: External link].

Some of Boyega's other credits include historical fiction drama film Half of a Yellow Sun[image: External link] (2013), four episodes of the television series 24: Live Another Day[image: External link] and the drama Imperial Dreams[image: External link] (2014).



TOP
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 Early life




Boyega was born in Peckham[image: External link], south London,[1] to Nigerian[image: External link] parents, Abigail and Samson.[2][3] His first role was a leopard in a play at his primary school.[4]

Boyega was a pupil at Oliver Goldsmith Primary School. While acting in a play there at the age of nine, he was noticed by Teresa Early, the artistic director of Theatre Peckham, a learning theatre for young people who live in south London. After obtaining financial assistance from a hardship fund, he joined the theatre, spending his time there outside school hours between the ages of nine and 14. Boyega's father, a preacher, had wanted Boyega to become a preacher too, but was supportive of his son's theatrical interests.[5][6][7][8]

In 2003, Boyega started his secondary education at Westminster City School[image: External link], where he took part in various school productions.[9] Between 2008 and 2010, he attended South Thames College[image: External link] at the college's Wandsworth[image: External link] campus to study for a National Diploma[image: External link] in Performing Arts.[10] His activities at the college included playing the title role in the college's production of Othello[image: External link].[11] He then enrolled at the University of Greenwich[image: External link] to study BA Film Studies & Media Writing,[12] though he later dropped out of the course to focus on his acting career.[6]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Career




Boyega trained at the Identity School of Acting in Hackney[image: External link],[13] and appeared in Six Parties at the National Theatre[image: External link] and Category B at the Tricycle Theatre[image: External link] prior to being offered a role in the 2011 film Attack the Block[image: External link].[14][15] In September 2011, HBO[image: External link] announced that Boyega had been cast in the boxing[image: External link] drama pilot Da Brick, loosely based on Mike Tyson[image: External link]'s life. Boyega was expected to play Donnie, who is released from a juvenile detention centre[image: External link] on his 18th birthday and begins to examine what it means to be a man. The pilot was written by John Ridley[image: External link],[16] but was not picked up by HBO.[17] Also in 2011, he acted in the film Junkhearts[image: External link] in which he portrayed Jamal, a drug dealer who finds some guns and tries to sell them.

Boyega was chosen by Fionnuala Halligan of Screen International as one of the "UK Stars of Tomorrow 2011" and appeared alongside two other actors on the front cover of that magazine in its July 2011 edition.[18]

In March 2012, Boyega was cast in the film adaptation[image: External link] of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie[image: External link]'s book Half of a Yellow Sun[image: External link].[19]

On 29 April 2014, it was confirmed that Boyega had been cast as a lead character in Star Wars: The Force Awakens.[20] It was later revealed Boyega would play Finn, a stormtrooper for the First Order, who leaves the military power after witnessing their cruelty in his first combat mission before joining the fight against them. The film was released on 18 December 2015. Both the film and Boyega's performance received acclaim from both audiences and critics.[21][22]

Boyega has stated in an interview that he is a fan of Marvel Comics, and that he had hoped to play the Marvel character Black Panther[image: External link].[23]

In January 2016, Boyega formed his own production company, Upperroom Entertainment Limited. In June 2016, Boyega announced that his company would be co-producing the sequel to the 2013 movie Pacific Rim[image: External link] titled Pacific Rim: Uprising[image: External link] alongside Legendary Entertainment[image: External link].[24] Boyega will also play the lead role in the project.[25]

In June 2016, Boyega announced that he would be starring in Kathryn Bigelow[image: External link]'s upcoming project about the 1967 Detroit riots[image: External link].[26]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Director
	Notes



	2011
	Attack the Block[image: External link]
	Moses
	Joe Cornish[image: External link]
	Black Reel Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Nominated – Black Reel Award for Best Breakthrough Performance[image: External link]

Nominated – Black Reel Award for Best Ensemble[image: External link]

Nominated – British Independent Film Award for Most Promising Newcomer[image: External link]

Nominated – Empire Award for Best Male Newcomer

Nominated – Evening Standard British Film Award for Most Promising Newcomer[image: External link]

Nominated – London Film Critics' Circle Award for Young British Performer of the Year[image: External link]



	Junkhearts[image: External link]
	Jamal
	Tinge Krishnan
	



	2013
	Half of a Yellow Sun[image: External link]
	Ugwu
	Biyi Bandele[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Imperial Dreams[image: External link]
	Bambi
	Malik Vitthal
	



	2015
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	FN-2187 / Finn
	J. J. Abrams
	BAFTA Rising Star Award[27]

Empire Award for Best Male Newcomer[28]

Nominated – Georgia Film Critics Association for Best Ensemble[image: External link][29]

Nominated – Golden Schmoes Award for Breakthrough Performance[image: External link][30]

Nominated – MTV Movie Award for Best Breakthrough Performance

Nominated – MTV Movie Award for Best Action Performance

Nominated – MTV Movie Award for Best Ensemble

Nominated – Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Award for Favorite Movie Actor[image: External link][31]

Nominated – Saturn Award for Best Actor[32][33]



	2017
	The Circle[image: External link]
	Ty
	James Ponsoldt[image: External link]
	



	Detroit[image: External link]
	Dismukes
	Kathryn Bigelow[image: External link]
	Post-production



	Star Wars: The Last Jedi
	Finn
	Rian Johnson
	Post-production



	2018
	Pacific Rim: Uprising[image: External link]
	Jake Pentecost
	Steven S. DeKnight[image: External link]
	Also producer

Post-production
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	Da Brick
	Donnie
	Pilot



	2011
	Becoming Human[image: External link]
	Danny Curtis
	4 episodes



	2011
	Law & Order: UK[image: External link]
	Jamal Clarkson
	Episode: "Survivor's Guilt"



	2012
	My Murder
	Shakilus Townsend
	Television film



	2013
	The Whale[image: External link]
	William Bond
	Television film



	2014
	24: Live Another Day[image: External link]
	Chris Tanner
	4 episodes



	2015
	Major Lazer[image: External link]
	Blkmrkt (voice)
	10 episodes



	2015
	Saturday Night Live[image: External link]
	Himself
	Segment: "Star Wars: The Force Awakens Screen Tests"



	2016
	Tinkershrimp & Dutch[image: External link][34]
	Dutch (voice)
	5 episodes



	2017
	Watership Down[image: External link]
	Bigwig (voice)
	4 episodes



	2017
	Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link]
	Miyamoto Usagi[image: External link] (voice)
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 Stage






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	Othello[image: External link]
	Othello
	South Thames College



	2017
	Woyzeck[image: External link]
	Woyzeck
	Old Vic Theatre[image: External link][35]
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 Video games






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2015
	Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link]
	Finn
	Voice



	2016
	Lego Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Finn
	Voice
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 Theme park attractions






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2015
	Star Tours–The Adventures Continue[image: External link]
	Finn
	Scene added for seasonal Season of the Force promotion
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Oscar Isaac






This name uses Spanish naming customs[image: External link]: the first or paternal family name[image: External link] is Hernández and the second or maternal family name is Estrada.

Oscar Isaac (born Óscar Isaac Hernández Estrada; March 9, 1979)[4][5][6] is a Guatemalan-American[image: External link] actor and musician. He is known for his lead film roles in the comedy-drama Inside Llewyn Davis[image: External link] (2013), for which he received a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] nomination, the crime drama A Most Violent Year[image: External link] (2014) and the science fiction thriller Ex Machina[image: External link] (2015), in which he played Nathan Hamlet Bateman. In 2006, he portrayed Saint Joseph[image: External link], husband of Mary[image: External link], in The Nativity Story[image: External link]. He also portrayed José Ramos-Horta[image: External link], former president of East Timor, in the Australian film Balibo[image: External link] for which he won the AACTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]. He has portrayed characters of many different nationalities and ethnicities, such as mixed European, Egyptian, Polish, English, French, Mexican, East Timorese, Italian, Welsh, Indonesian, Greek, Cuban, Israeli, and Armenian.

He appeared in Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015), as X-wing[image: External link] pilot Poe Dameron, and in X-Men: Apocalypse[image: External link] (2016), as the titular mutant supervillain Apocalypse[image: External link]. He also headlined the HBO[image: External link] miniseries Show Me a Hero[image: External link], as politician Nick Wasicsko[image: External link] in 2015, which earned him the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]. In 2016, Time named Isaac one of the 100 most influential people in the world on the annual Time 100[image: External link] list.[7] He also played the lead role of Mikael Boghosian in The Promise[image: External link] (2016), a film based on the Armenian Genocide[image: External link]. [8]



TOP
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 Early life




Óscar Isaac Hernández Estrada was born in Guatemala[image: External link], to a Guatemalan mother, María Eugenia Estrada Nicolle, and a Cuban[image: External link] pulmonologist[image: External link] father, Óscar Gonzalo Hernández-Cano.[9][10] His maternal grandfather was French.[11] Isaac's family settled in the U.S. when he was five months old, and he was raised in Miami[image: External link], Florida[image: External link].[12][13][14] He has described his evangelical[image: External link] Protestant upbringing as "very Christian".

Isaac liked to cause trouble at the private grade school, Westminster Christian, when growing up. “I set off a fire extinguisher in the gym, defaced a mural, just stupid stuff,” he said in an interview.[15] He liked to make kids laugh. At one point, his teacher had to screen off his desk from the rest of the class with a piece of cardboard. Eventually, he was expelled.[16]

Isaac's entry into professional acting began at the Area Stage Company, Miami Beach, when Artistic Director John Rodaz cast him in a play.[17] He also acted in Miami-based City Theatre's Summer Shorts short play festival in 2000–2001. While in Miami, he played lead guitar and sang vocals for a ska-punk band The Blinking Underdogs.[18] Other band members included Nick Speck (bass), Bill Sommer (drums), Alan Mills (trombone), Keith Cooper (saxophone), and Matt LaPlant (guitar).[19] The band enjoyed some success, opening for Green Day[image: External link][20] and the Mighty Mighty Bosstones[image: External link][19] Isaac spent his musical years living a "straight edge[image: External link]" lifestyle.[21][22][23] Isaac, however, put his music to the side after being accepted to the famed Juilliard School's acting program. While a student there, he worked on one of his first films, All About the Benjamins (2002).

Isaac graduated from the Juilliard School[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], where he was part of the Drama Division's Group 34 (2001–2005).[24]
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 Career




Isaac made his acting debut in the 1998 crime drama Illtown[image: External link], credited as "Pool Boy".[25] Next, he appeared briefly in 2002's All About the Benjamins[image: External link] and made an appearance on the television series Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link] four years later.[26][27] Isaac garnered recognition in his first major film role in 2006 as Joseph[image: External link] in the biblical epic The Nativity Story[image: External link], opposite Keisha Castle-Hughes[image: External link].[28] He appeared as Romeo in the Public Theater[image: External link]'s Shakespeare in the Park[image: External link] performances of Romeo and Juliet[image: External link] and as Proteus in Two Gentlemen of Verona[image: External link].[29]

Isaac was awarded the Australian Film Institute Award[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actor of 2009, for his role as José Ramos-Horta[image: External link] in Balibo[image: External link] (2009).[30] He had a small role in Guerrilla, Part Two of the Che Guevara[image: External link] biopic[image: External link] Che[image: External link] (2008).[31] Isaac played King John[image: External link] in the 2010 historical film Robin Hood[image: External link].[32] He portrayed a security guard in the Madonna-directed film W.E.[image: External link] and starred in the crime drama[image: External link] Drive[image: External link], both of which were released in September 2011.[31] He had a role in 10 Years[image: External link], in which he played a musician. He performed his own song "Never Had" in the film. "Never Had" and "You Ain't Goin Nowhere" were included in the movie's soundtrack.[33]

In 2013, Isaac starred in the dramatic comedy film Inside Llewyn Davis[image: External link], written and directed by the Coen brothers[image: External link], where he played a talented yet unsuccessful folk singer in Greenwich Village[image: External link] in 1961.[34] The film won the Grand Prix[image: External link] at the 2013 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link].[35] For the role of Llewyn, Isaac was nominated for the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link] at the 2014 Golden Globes[image: External link].[36]

He co-starred with Jessica Chastain[image: External link] in J. C. Chandor[image: External link]'s film A Most Violent Year[image: External link] (2014), replacing actor Javier Bardem[image: External link].[37] In 2015, Isaac portrayed Nathan Hamlet Bateman in the science fiction film Ex Machina[image: External link] and starred in the 6-episode HBO[image: External link] miniseries Show Me a Hero[image: External link], receiving universal critical acclaim and winning the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link] for his performance as politician Nick Wasicsko[image: External link].[38][39][40]

Isaac co-starred in the epic space opera film Star Wars: The Force Awakens, released on December 18, 2015.[41] playing Poe Dameron, an X-wing[image: External link] pilot. He will reprise the role in Star Wars: The Last Jedi, scheduled for release on December 15, 2017.[42]

Isaac played X-Men[image: External link] villain Apocalypse[image: External link] in the film X-Men: Apocalypse[image: External link], which was released on May 27, 2016.[43] In 2015, Isaac was announced to play the lead role in The Promise[image: External link] with co-star Christian Bale[image: External link].[44]

On March 30, 2016, It was announced that Isaac would be joining Natalie Portman[image: External link] in the movie adaptation[image: External link] of the novel Annihilation[image: External link] where he will be playing her husband.[45] It would be directed by Alex Garland[image: External link] which would mark this as Oscar's second collaboration with the director after Ex Machina. Isaac will also appear in George Clooney[image: External link]'s upcoming Coen Brothers-penned black comedy Suburbicon[image: External link].[46] It will be Isaac's second collaboration with the Coen Brothers after Inside Llewyn Davis.

In 2016, he was the narrator for the Nike[image: External link] ad "Unlimited You" created by Wieden+Kennedy[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In November 2016, the first episode of the podcast series Homecoming was released. It is a psychological thriller from Gimlet Media[image: External link], starring Catherine Keener[image: External link], Oscar Isaac, and David Schwimmer[image: External link].[47] Homecoming is a six-episode thriller that centers around a mystery involving a caseworker (voiced by Oscar nominee Catherine Keener), her supervisor (voiced by David Schwimmer), and a soldier trying to rejoin civilian life (voiced by Oscar Isaac). It has a script from Eli Horowitz (The Silent History) and Micah Bloomberg (Creative Control[image: External link]) and sound design from Serial's Mark Phillips.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Isaac currently resides in Williamsburg, Brooklyn[image: External link], in an apartment he renovated himself. He has been dubbed a sex symbol,[48][49] and "the internet's boyfriend" by multiple media outlets, most notably Rolling Stone magazine; of the label, Isaac stated that, "[The Internet] never struck me as being into monogamous relationships. It's very promiscuous, the Internet."[12] Isaac is in a relationship with Elvira Lind.[50] In March 2017, it was revealed they were expecting their first child, a boy, born in late April 2017.[51]

He is an accomplished guitar player and singer, and has been playing since he was 12. Speaking to Interview[image: External link] magazine, he stated, "I don't know if they were all functioning, but I did play in a bunch of bands. I was sort of a musical whore, so I played in industrial bands, hardcore bands, punk—ska bands—all sorts of bands." Isaac also said that he "played guitar and bass. I didn't do much vocals, although I did have one band where I was the lead singer. But that was when I was in college."[52]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Director
	Notes



	1998
	Illtown[image: External link]
	Pool Boy
	Nick Gomez[image: External link]
	



	2002
	All About the Benjamins[image: External link]
	Francesco
	Kevin Bray[image: External link]
	



	2004
	Lenny the Wonder Dog[image: External link]
	Detective Fartman
	Oren Goldman & Stav Ozdoba
	



	2006
	Pu-239[image: External link]
	Shiv
	Scott Z. Burns[image: External link]
	



	The Nativity Story[image: External link]
	Saint Joseph[image: External link]
	Catherine Hardwicke[image: External link]
	



	2007
	The Life Before Her Eyes[image: External link]
	Marcus
	Vadim Perelman[image: External link]
	



	2008
	Che: Part One[image: External link]
	Interpreter
	Steven Soderbergh[image: External link]
	



	Body of Lies[image: External link]
	Bassam
	Ridley Scott[image: External link]
	



	2009
	Agora[image: External link]
	Orestes[image: External link]
	Alejandro Amenábar[image: External link]
	



	Balibo[image: External link]
	José Ramos-Horta[image: External link]
	Robert Connolly[image: External link]
	AACTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]

Nominated—Film Critics Circle of Australia Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]



	2010
	Robin Hood[image: External link]
	John, King of England[image: External link]
	Ridley Scott[image: External link]
	



	2011
	Sucker Punch[image: External link]
	Blue Jones
	Zack Snyder[image: External link]
	



	W.E.[image: External link]
	Evgeni
	Madonna[image: External link]
	



	10 Years[image: External link]
	Reeves
	Jamie Linden[image: External link]
	



	Drive[image: External link]
	Standard Gabriel
	Nicolas Winding Refn[image: External link]
	



	2012
	For Greater Glory[image: External link]
	Victoriano "El Catorce" Ramírez
	Dean Wright[image: External link]
	Nominated—ALMA Award for Favorite Movie Actor: Supporting Role[image: External link]



	Revenge for Jolly![image: External link]
	Cecil
	Chadd Harbold
	



	The Bourne Legacy[image: External link]
	Outcome #3
	Tony Gilroy[image: External link]
	



	Won't Back Down[image: External link]
	Michael Perry
	Daniel Barnz[image: External link]
	



	2013
	Inside Llewyn Davis[image: External link]
	Llewyn Davis[image: External link]
	Joel Coen

Ethan Coen[image: External link]
	Gotham Independent Film Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Hamptons International Film Festival Award for Breakthrough Performer[image: External link]

International Cinephile Society Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

International Cinephile Society Award for Best Ensemble[image: External link]

National Society of Film Critics Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Phoenix Film Critics Society Award for Breakthrough Performance on Camera

San Diego Film Critics Society Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Santa Barbara International Film Festival – Virtuoso Award[image: External link]

Toronto Film Critics Association Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Vancouver Film Critics Circle Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Nominated—Empire Award for Best Male Newcomer[image: External link]

Nominated—Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Nominated—Georgia Film Critics Association Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Nominated—Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]

Nominated—Independent Spirit Award for Best Lead Male[image: External link]

Nominated—Iowa Film Critics Association Award for Best Actor

Nominated—New York Film Critics Circle Award for Best Actor[image: External link] (3rd place)

Nominated—Online Film Critics Society Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Nominated—Saturn Award for Best Actor



	In Secret[image: External link]
	Laurent LeClaire[image: External link]
	Charlie Stratton
	



	2014
	The Two Faces of January[image: External link]
	Rydal Keener
	Hossein Amini[image: External link]
	



	Ticky Tacky
	Lucien
	Brian Petsos
	Short film[image: External link]



	A Most Violent Year[image: External link]
	Abel Morales
	J. C. Chandor[image: External link]
	National Board of Review Award for Best Actor[image: External link] (Tied with Michael Keaton[image: External link])

Nominated—Gotham Independent Film Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Nominated—Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Award for Best Actor[image: External link]



	2015
	Ex Machina[image: External link]
	Nathan Bateman
	Alex Garland[image: External link]
	Florida Film Critics Circle Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]

Online Film Critics Society Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]

San Diego Film Critics Society Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] (2nd place)

Nominated—Austin Film Critics Association Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]

Nominated—Detroit Film Critics Society Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]

Nominated—London Film Critics' Circle Award for Supporting Actor of the Year[image: External link]



	Mojave[image: External link]
	John "Jack" Jackson
	William Monahan[image: External link]
	



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Poe Dameron
	J. J. Abrams
	



	2016
	X-Men: Apocalypse[image: External link]
	En Sabah Nur / Apocalypse[image: External link]
	Bryan Singer[image: External link]
	



	Lightningface
	Basil Stitt
	Brian Petsos
	Short film[image: External link]



	The Promise[image: External link]
	Mikael Boghosian
	Terry George[image: External link]
	



	2017
	Suburbicon[image: External link]
	Roger
	George Clooney[image: External link]
	Post-production



	Star Wars: The Last Jedi
	Poe Dameron
	Rian Johnson
	Post-production



	2018
	Annihilation[image: External link]
	
	Alex Garland[image: External link]
	Post-production



	Life Itself[image: External link]
	
	Dan Fogelman[image: External link]
	Filming
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link]
	Robbie Paulson
	Episode: "The Healer"



	2015
	Show Me a Hero[image: External link]
	Nick Wasicsko[image: External link]
	HBO[image: External link] miniseries

Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]

Nominated—Satellite Award for Best Actor – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]

Nominated—Critics' Choice Television Award for Best Actor in a Movie/Miniseries[image: External link]
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	Year
	Title
	Voice role



	2015
	Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link]
	Poe Dameron



	2016
	Lego Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Poe Dameron
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	Year
	Title
	Role



	2016
	Homecoming
	Walter Cruz
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Theatre
	Notes



	2005
	The Two Gentlemen of Verona[image: External link]
	Proteus
	Shakespeare in the Park[image: External link]
	



	2006
	Beauty of the Father[image: External link]
	Frederico Garcia Lorca[image: External link]
	Manhattan Theatre Club[image: External link]
	



	2007
	Romeo and Juliet[image: External link]
	Romeo Montague[image: External link]
	Shakespeare in the Park[image: External link]
	



	2008
	Grace[image: External link]
	Tom
	Manhattan Theatre Club[image: External link]
	



	2011
	We Live Here[image: External link]
	Daniel
	Manhattan Theatre Club[image: External link]
	



	2017
	Hamlet[image: External link]
	Prince Hamlet[image: External link]
	The Public Theater[image: External link]
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Lupita Nyong'o






Lupita Amondi Nyong'o (Kenyan English[image: External link]: [luˈpiːtɑː ˈɲɔːŋɔ][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link]), Spanish: [luˈpita ˈɲoŋo (ˈɲoŋgo)][image: External link]; born March 1, 1983)[2] is a Mexican-Kenyan actress. She was born in Mexico[image: External link] to Kenyan parents and raised in Kenya[image: External link].[3] She attended college in the United States[image: External link], earning a bachelor's degree[image: External link] in film and theater studies from Hampshire College[image: External link].

Nyong'o began her career in Hollywood as a production assistant. In 2008, she made her acting debut with the short film East River[image: External link] and subsequently returned to Kenya to star in the television series Shuga[image: External link] (2009). Also in 2009, she wrote, produced and directed the documentary In My Genes[image: External link].[1] She then pursued a master's degree in acting from the Yale School of Drama[image: External link]. Soon after her graduation, she had her first feature film[image: External link] role as Patsey[image: External link] in Steve McQueen[image: External link]'s historical drama 12 Years a Slave[image: External link] (2013), for which she won the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]. She became the first Kenyan and first Mexican actress to win an Academy Award.[4][5][6]

Nyong'o made her Broadway[image: External link] debut as a teenage orphan in the critically acclaimed play Eclipsed[image: External link] (2015), where she received a Tony Award for Best Actress in a Play[image: External link] nomination for her performance.[7]



TOP
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 Early life and background




Nyong'o was born in Mexico City[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link],[8][9][10] to Kenyan[image: External link] parents, Dorothy[11] and Peter Anyang' Nyong'o[image: External link], a college professor turned politician.[12] Nyong'o identifies as Kenyan-Mexican and has dual Kenyan and Mexican citizenship.[13] She is of Luo[image: External link] descent on both sides of her family, and she is the second of six children.[14] It is a tradition of the Luo people to name a child after the events of the day, so her parents gave her a Spanish name, Lupita (a diminutive[image: External link] of Guadalupe[image: External link]).[15] Her father is a former Minister for Medical Services in the Kenyan government. At the time of her birth, he was a visiting lecturer in political science at El Colegio de México[image: External link] in Mexico City,[14][16] and her family had been living in Mexico for three years.

Nyong'o and her family moved back to their native Kenya when she was less than one year old,[15][17] as her father was appointed a professor at the University of Nairobi[image: External link].[14] She grew up primarily in Kenya, and describes her upbringing as "middle class, suburban".[16] When she was sixteen, her parents sent her to Mexico for seven months to learn Spanish.[15][18] During those seven months, Nyong'o lived in Taxco[image: External link], Guerrero[image: External link], and took classes at the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México[image: External link]'s Learning Center for Foreigners.[18] Her family was later forced to leave Kenya because of political unrest. Her uncle, Charles Nyong'o, disappeared after he was thrown off a ferry in 1980.[12]

Nyong'o grew up in an artistic family, where family get-togethers often included performances by the children in the family, and trips to see plays.[19] She attended Rusinga International school in Kenya and acted in school plays.[11] At age 14, Nyong'o made her professional acting debut as Juliet[image: External link] in Romeo and Juliet[image: External link][11] in a production by the Nairobi[image: External link]-based repertory company Phoenix Players[image: External link].[16][19] While a member of the Phoenix Players, Nyong'o also performed in the plays On The Razzle and There Goes The Bride.[20] Nyong'o cites the performances of American actresses Whoopi Goldberg[image: External link] and Oprah Winfrey[image: External link] in The Color Purple[image: External link] with inspiring her to pursue a professional acting career.[21][22]

Nyong'o later attended St. Mary's School[image: External link] in Nairobi, where she received an IB Diploma[image: External link] in 2001 before attending college in the United States.[23] She graduated from Hampshire College[image: External link] with a degree in film and theatre studies.[24]
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Nyong'o started her career working as part of the production crew for several films, including Fernando Meirelles[image: External link]'s The Constant Gardener[image: External link] (2005), Mira Nair[image: External link]'s The Namesake[image: External link] (2006) and Salvatore Stabile's Where God Left His Shoes[image: External link] (2007).[25] She cites Ralph Fiennes[image: External link], the star of The Constant Gardener, as someone who inspired her to pursue a professional acting career.[16]

In 2008, Nyong'o starred in the short film "East River[image: External link]", directed by Marc Grey and shot in Brooklyn[image: External link].[26] She returned to Kenya that same year and appeared in the Kenyan television series Shuga[image: External link], an MTV Base[image: External link] Africa/UNICEF drama about HIV/AIDS[image: External link] prevention.[25] In 2009, she wrote, directed, and produced the documentary In My Genes[image: External link], about the discriminatory treatment of Kenya's albino[image: External link] population.[14] It played at several film festivals and won first prize at the 2008 Five College Film Festival.[25] Nyong'o also directed the music video The Little Things You Do by Wahu[image: External link], featuring Bobi Wine[image: External link],[25] which was nominated for the Best Video Award at the MTV Africa Music Awards 2009[image: External link].[25]

Nyong'o went on to enroll herself in a master's degree program in acting at the Yale School of Drama[image: External link]. At Yale[image: External link], she appeared in many stage productions, including Gertrude Stein[image: External link]'s Doctor Faustus Lights the Lights[image: External link], Chekhov[image: External link]'s Uncle Vanya[image: External link], and William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s The Taming of the Shrew[image: External link] and The Winter's Tale[image: External link].[27] While at Yale, she won the Herschel Williams Prize for "acting students with outstanding ability" during the 2011–12 academic year.[1]
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Immediately after graduating from Yale, Nyong'o landed her breakthrough role[image: External link][28] when she was cast for Steve McQueen[image: External link]'s historical drama 12 Years a Slave[image: External link] (2013).[16][19] The film, which met with wide critical acclaim, tells the historical account of Solomon Northup[image: External link] (played by Chiwitel Ejiofor[image: External link]), a free-born African American[image: External link] man of upstate New York who is kidnapped and sold into slavery in Washington, DC in 1841.

Nyong'o played the role of Patsey[image: External link], a slave who works alongside Northup at a Louisiana cotton plantation; her performance met with rave reviews.[29] Ian Freer[image: External link] of Empire wrote that she "gives one of the most committed big-screen debuts imaginable," and critic Peter Travers added that she "is a spectacular young actress who imbues Patsey with grit and radiant grace".[30][31] Nyong'o was nominated for several awards including a Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link], a BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link] and two Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link] including Best Supporting Actress[image: External link], which she won.[32] She was also awarded the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link], becoming the sixth black actress to win the award, the first African actress to win the award, the first Kenyan actress to win an Oscar, and the first Mexican to win the award.[33][34] She also became the fifteenth actress to win an Oscar for a debut performance in a feature film.[35]

Following a supporting role in the action-thriller Non-Stop[image: External link] (2014), Nyong'o co-starred in Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015) as force-sensitive space pirate[image: External link] Maz Kanata, a CGI character created using motion capture[image: External link] technology.[36][37] Nyong'o said that she had wanted to play a role where her appearance was not relevant, and that the acting provided a different challenge from her role as Patsey.[38] Scott Mendelson[image: External link] of Forbes, found Nyong'o's role as "the center of the film's best sequence," and Stephanie Zacharek[image: External link] of Time called her a "delightful minor character".[39][40] Nyong'o was nominated for the Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] at the 42nd Saturn Awards and Best Virtual Performance at the 2016 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link] for her role.[41][42]
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 Eclipsed and beyond




The year 2015 saw Nyong’o make a return to stage with a starring role as an unnamed girl in the play Eclipsed[image: External link], written by Danai Gurira[image: External link].[43] The play takes place during the chaos of the Second Liberian Civil War[image: External link], where the captive wives of a rebel officer band together to form a community, until the balance of their lives are upset by the arrival of a new girl (played by Nyong'o). Eclipsed became The Public Theater[image: External link]'s fastest-selling new production in recent history.[44] The play premiered on Broadway at the John Golden Theatre[image: External link] the following year.[45] The production became the first play with an all-black and female creative cast and crew to premiere at Broadway.[46][47] Nyong'o said that she understudied the play at Yale in 2009 and was terrified to play the character on stage.[48] Her performance met with critical acclaim. The New York Times' critic Charles Isherwood[image: External link] called Nyong'o "one of the most radiant young actors to be seen on Broadway in recent seasons, shines with a compassion that makes us see beyond the suffering to the indomitable humanity of its characters."[49] Nyong'o's performance in Eclipsed earned her a Theatre World Award[image: External link] for Outstanding Broadway or Off-Broadway Debut Performance, an Obie Award[image: External link] for a Distinguished Performance by an Ensemble, and a nomination for the Tony Award for Best Actress in a Play[image: External link]. In addition, she was nominated for Outstanding Actress in a Play at the Outer Critics Circle Award[image: External link] and a Distinguished Performance Award at the Drama League Award[image: External link].[50][51][52][53][54] Nyong'o revealed in her Lenny Letter[image: External link] that she turned down Hollywood films in order to bring Eclipsed to life on Broadway.[55]

Nyong'o co-starred in Jon Favreau[image: External link]'s The Jungle Book[image: External link] (2016), a live-action/animated movie, voicing Raksha[image: External link], a mother wolf who adopts Mowgli[image: External link] (played by Neel Sethi).[56] Robbie Collin of The Daily Telegraph wrote in his review that Nyong'o brought a "gentle dignity" to her role.[57] She later starred in Mira Nair[image: External link]'s Queen of Katwe[image: External link] (2016), a biopic based on the true story about the rise of a young Ugandan chess prodigy,[58] Phiona Mutesi[image: External link] (played by Madina Nalwanga), who becomes a Woman Candidate Master[image: External link] after her performances at World Chess Olympiads[image: External link]. Nyong’o played Phiona's protective mother, Nakku Harriet.[59] Her performance was praised by critics and was nominated for an NAACP Image Award[image: External link] and an Africa Movie Academy Awards[image: External link].[60][61]

Nyong'o will reprise her role as space pirate Maz Kanata in Rian Johnson's Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017). The following year, she will star opposite Chadwick Boseman[image: External link] as Dora Milaje[image: External link] Nakia[image: External link] in Ryan Coogler[image: External link]'s upcoming Black Panther[image: External link] (2018) film. Her character was revealed at the 2016 San Diego Comic-Con.[62]
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Nyong'o resides in Brooklyn, New York[image: External link].[63] She is fluent in Spanish[image: External link], Luo[image: External link], English[image: External link], and Swahili[image: External link].[18] On February 27, 2014, at the Essence[image: External link] Black Women In Hollywood luncheon in Beverly Hills, she gave a speech on the beauty of black women and talked about the insecurities she had as a teenager. She said her views changed when she saw South Sudanese supermodel Alek Wek[image: External link] become successful.[64]

In 2013, her father was elected to represent Kisumu County[image: External link] in the Kenyan Senate[image: External link].[15] Nyong'o's mother is the managing director of the Africa Cancer Foundation and her own communications[image: External link] company.[19][20] Other family members include: Tavia Nyong'o[image: External link], a scholar and professor at New York University[image: External link]; Dr. Omondi Nyong'o, a pediatric ophthalmologist in Palo Alto, CA; Kwame Nyong'o, one of Kenya's leading animators and leading technology expert; Isis Nyong'o[image: External link], a media and technology leader who was named one of Africa's most powerful young women by Forbes magazine.[65][66]

In 2014, the National Trust for Historic Preservation[image: External link] recruited Nyong'o in an effort to oppose development, including a new minor league baseball stadium, in the Shockoe Bottom[image: External link] area of Richmond, Virginia[image: External link].[67] The historic neighborhood, one of Richmond's oldest, was the site of major slave-trading before the American Civil War[image: External link]. On October 19, 2014, Nyong'o sent a letter to Richmond Mayor Dwight C. Jones[image: External link], which she posted on social media sites, asking him to withdraw support for the development proposal.[68]

In June 2015, Nyong'o returned to Kenya and announced that she will advocate globally for elephants with the international conservation organization WildAid[image: External link], as well as promote women's issues, acting and the arts in Kenya. WildAid announced Nyong'o as their Global Elephant Ambassador.[69]

Nyong'o is involved in the organization Mother Health International, which is dedicated to providing relief to women and children in Uganda[image: External link] by creating locally engaged birthing centers. She said she’d never thought much about birthing practices until her sister introduced her to MHI executive director Rachel Zaslow. Nyong'o felt bringing attention to such important but overlooked issues is a mandate for her as an artist. She was honored for her work at 2016 Variety's Power of Women.[70]

In April 2016, Nyong'o launched an anti-poaching "hearts and minds" campaign with her organization Wildaid in advance of Kenya Wildlife Service[image: External link]'s history-making ivory burn[image: External link] that occurred April 30. The Kenyan government burned 105 tonnes[image: External link] of Ivory[image: External link] and 1.35 tonnes of rhino horn[image: External link] in a demonstration of their zero tolerance approach to poachers[image: External link] and smugglers who were threatening the survival of elephants and rhinoceros[image: External link] in the wild.[71][72]
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Nyong'o was mentioned in Christian rapper Lecrae[image: External link]'s song "Nuthin'" from his 2014 album Anomaly[image: External link] and was referenced by Jay Z[image: External link] in his verse from Jay Electronica[image: External link]'s song "We Made It". She was also mentioned in the parody song "American Apparel Ad Girls" by the drag queens Willam Belli[image: External link], Courtney Act[image: External link] and Alaska Thunderfuck[image: External link].[73] Nyong'o was mentioned in the 2015 African song Nerea by Kenyan afro-pop band Sauti Sol[image: External link].[74]

Nyong'o was included in Derek Blasberg[image: External link]'s 2013 best dressed list in Harper's Bazaar[image: External link].[19] In 2014, she was chosen as one of the faces for Miu Miu[image: External link]'s spring campaign, with Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link], Elle Fanning[image: External link] and Bella Heathcote[image: External link]. She has also appeared on the covers of several magazines[image: External link], including New York's spring fashion issue[75] and the UK magazine Dazed & Confused.[76] In April of that year, she was named "The Most Beautiful Woman[image: External link]" by People[image: External link].[77] and was named the new face of Lancôme[image: External link], making her the first black woman to appear on the brand.[78] Later that November, she was named "Woman of the Year[image: External link]" by Glamour[image: External link].[79]

Nyong'o was on the July 2014 cover of Vogue, making her the second African woman[80] and ninth black woman[81] to cover the magazine. That same month she also appeared on the cover of July's issue of Elle[image: External link] (France). She appeared on the October 2015 issue of American Vogue, making it her second cover in a row.[82] That month, Congressman Charles Rangel[image: External link] and Voza Rivers[image: External link], the head of the New Heritage Theatre Group[image: External link], announced the day is officially "Lupita Nyong'o Day" in Harlem, New York. The honor was announced as a surprise during an open discussion between Nyong'o and image activist Michaela Angela Davis[image: External link] at Mist Harlem.[83]

In May 2016, Nyong'o was honored with a caricature[image: External link] portrait at Sardi's[image: External link] restaurant in New York City for her debut on Broadway.[84] That July, she was chosen as one of the first celebrities, alongside with Elle Fanning, Christy Turlington Burns[image: External link], and Natalie Westling[image: External link] to star in Tiffany & Co.[image: External link]'s Fall 2016 campaign styled by Grace Coddington[image: External link].[85] Nyong'o appeared on Vogue's October 2016 cover, making it her third issue. That month, she was an honoree at the 2016 Elle Women in Hollywood Awards.[86]

In January 2017, she appeared on the cover of Vanity Fair's Hollywood Issue.[87]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Director
	Notes



	2008
	East River[image: External link]
	F
	Marc Grey
	Short film



	2013
	12 Years a Slave[image: External link]
	Patsey[image: External link]
	Steve McQueen[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Non-Stop[image: External link]
	Gwen Lloyd
	Jaume Collet-Serra[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Maz Kanata
	J.J. Abrams[image: External link]
	Motion capture[image: External link] performance; voice



	2016
	The Jungle Book[image: External link]
	Raksha[image: External link]
	Jon Favreau[image: External link]
	Voice



	2016
	Queen of Katwe[image: External link]
	Nakku Harriet
	Mira Nair[image: External link]
	



	2017
	Star Wars: The Last Jedi
	Maz Kanata
	Rian Johnson
	Motion capture performance; voice

Post-production



	2018
	Black Panther[image: External link]
	Nakia[image: External link]
	Ryan Coogler[image: External link]
	Post-production
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Director
	Notes



	2009–2011
	Shuga[image: External link]
	Ayira
	Various
	Miniseries



	2017
	Star Wars: Forces of Destiny
	Maz Kanata (voice)
	TBA
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Director
	Theater
	Notes



	2015
	Eclipsed[image: External link]
	The Girl
	Liesl Tommy
	The Public Theater[image: External link]
	Off-Broadway[image: External link]

29 September 2015 – 29 November 2015[88]



	2016
	John Golden Theatre[image: External link]
	Broadway[image: External link]

23 February 2016 – 19 June 2016[89]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2016
	Lego Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Maz Kanata
	Voice[90]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2005
	The Constant Gardener[image: External link]
	Production assistant
	



	2006
	The Namesake[image: External link]
	Production assistant
	



	2007
	Where God Left His Shoes[image: External link]
	Production assistant
	



	2009
	In My Genes[image: External link]
	Director, writer, producer and editor
	Documentary film



	The Little Things You Do
	Director
	Music video
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	List of awards and nominations received by Lupita Nyong'o[image: External link]
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Andy Serkis






Andrew "Andy" Clement Serkis[1][2] (born 20 April 1964) is an English film actor and director. He is best known for his performance capture[image: External link] roles comprising motion capture acting, animation and voice work for such computer-generated characters as Gollum[image: External link] in The Lord of the Rings film trilogy[image: External link] (2001–2003) and The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey[image: External link] (2012), King Kong[image: External link] in the eponymous 2005 film[image: External link], Caesar[image: External link] in the Planet of the Apes reboot series[image: External link] (2011–present), Captain Haddock[image: External link] / Sir Francis Haddock[image: External link] in Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s The Adventures of Tintin[image: External link] (2011) and Supreme Leader Snoke in Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015). Upcoming performance capture roles include Caesar in War for the Planet of the Apes[image: External link] (2017), Supreme Leader Snoke in Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017), and Baloo[image: External link] in Jungle Book[image: External link] (2018).

Serkis's film work in motion capture has been critically acclaimed.[3][4][5] He has received an Empire Award[image: External link], and two Saturn Awards[image: External link] for his motion-capture acting[image: External link]. He earned a Golden Globe[image: External link] nomination for his portrayal of serial killer Ian Brady[image: External link] in the British television film Longford[image: External link] (2006) and was nominated for a BAFTA[image: External link] for his portrayal of new wave and punk rock musician Ian Dury[image: External link] in the biopic Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll[image: External link] (2010). In 2015, he began playing Ulysses Klaue[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link] beginning with Avengers: Age of Ultron. Serkis has his own motion capture workshop, The Imaginarium Studios[image: External link] in London, which he will use for his directorial debut, Jungle Book.
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 Early life




Serkis was born and brought up in Ruislip Manor[image: External link] in Middlesex[image: External link]. His mother, Lylie (born Weech), was English and taught disabled children; his father, Clement Serkis, was an Iraqi-born gynaecologist[image: External link] of Armenian[image: External link] descent;.[6][7] his ancestors' original surname was "Sarkisian".[8] His father often worked away in the Middle East, while Serkis and his siblings were raised in Britain, with regular holidays in the Middle East including to Tyre[image: External link], Sidon[image: External link], Damascus[image: External link] and Baghdad[image: External link].[9]

Serkis was educated at St Benedict's School, Ealing[image: External link], and then studied visual arts[image: External link] at Lancaster University[image: External link]. He chose theatre as a secondary subject so that he could design posters.[10] Serkis was a member of the County College[image: External link] and part of the student radio station Bailrigg FM[image: External link]. He joined the Nuffield Studio, getting involved in designing and producing plays.

Having agreed to act in a couple of productions, towards the end of his first year Serkis played the lead role in Barrie Keeffe[image: External link]'s play Gotcha, as a rebellious teenager holding a teacher hostage. As a result, he changed his major subject to acting, constructing his Independent Studies Degree around acting and set design, studying Konstantin Stanislavski[image: External link] and Bertolt Brecht[image: External link], and including minor modules in art and visual graphics.[11] In his final year at Lancaster he adapted Raymond Briggs[image: External link]'s graphic novel The Tin-Pot Foreign General and the Old Iron Woman[image: External link], a satire about the Falklands War, as a one-man show, which he performed to acclaim.
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 Career




In his third year at college, Serkis joined the backstage team at the local Duke's Playhouse[image: External link] to earn his Equity[image: External link] card. On graduation, although advised to take a one-year post-graduate acting course, he joined Dukes as an actor and, under director Jonathan Petherbridge who used workshops based upon the methods of Augusto Boal[image: External link], spent 18 months acting in a broad range of productions from Brecht[image: External link] through Shakespeare[image: External link] to modern British playwrights.[12]

After 16 months, and having gained his Equity card, Serkis joined a series of touring companies, including productions of: Bouncers[image: External link] opposite Hull Truck[image: External link]; Florizel in The Winter's Tale[image: External link]; and the fool in King Lear[image: External link] with director Max Stafford-Clark[image: External link].[12] In the early 1990s he settled in London, and took roles in Dogboy, the Royal Court Theatre[image: External link]'s production of Mojo, Bill Sikes[image: External link] in a television film of Oliver Twist[image: External link] (1999) and Wilson Milam[image: External link]'s production of Hurlyburly[image: External link] (1997) at the Queen's Theatre[image: External link], Shaftesbury Avenue[image: External link], with Rupert Graves[image: External link] and David Tennant[image: External link].[13]

Like many British actors, Serkis made the move to television by appearing in small roles, such as Greville in an episode of The Darling Buds of May[image: External link] (1992). However, one of his first major starring roles was in the joint BBC/ HBO[image: External link] production of Einstein and Eddington[image: External link] (2008). Serkis played Albert Einstein[image: External link], following the development of his theory of relativity[image: External link], while David Tennant played British scientist Sir Arthur Eddington[image: External link]. Serkis joined director Mike Leigh[image: External link]'s ensemble for two film productions, and appeared in the romantic comedy Loop[image: External link] (1997) alongside Susannah York[image: External link].

Serkis' more critically acclaimed roles have been Sméagol / Gollum[image: External link], in The Lord of the Rings film trilogy[image: External link] (2001–2003), the title character in the 2005 version[image: External link] of King Kong[image: External link], in which he provided the movements for the CGI character as well as the ship's cook, 1970s new wave singer Ian Dury[image: External link] in Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll[image: External link] (2010), and Caesar[image: External link] in Rise of the Planet of the Apes[image: External link] (2011) and Dawn of the Planet of the Apes[image: External link] (2014).[14][15]

His work on The Lord of the Rings started a debate on the legitimacy of CGI-assisted acting. Some critics[16] felt Serkis should have been nominated for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], since his voice, body language, and facial expressions were used. There is the argument that his CGI actions were partially, or in some cases fully, animated without his movements, but the same is true for actors in a traditional film with CGI. Serkis does appear briefly as Sméagol before he transforms into Gollum, and the CGI Gollum's facial characteristics are fundamentally based on Serkis' own.

Serkis worked with game developers Ninja Theory[image: External link] on the 2007 release Heavenly Sword[image: External link], providing the motion capture and voice for King Bohan (the game's main villain), as well as acting as Dramatic Director for the game. He has played 30 roles in film and television productions. He appeared alongside Sacha Baron Cohen[image: External link] in The Jolly Boys' Last Stand[image: External link].

Serkis was cast as serial killer[image: External link] Ian Brady[image: External link] in the BAFTA[image: External link]-nominated Longford[image: External link], co-starring Samantha Morton[image: External link] as Myra Hindley[image: External link] and Jim Broadbent[image: External link] as Lord Longford[image: External link]. The film was attacked by relatives of Brady's and Hindley's victims.[17] In 2006, Serkis appeared in the role of Mr. Grin in the film rendition of Anthony Horowitz[image: External link]'s Alex Rider[image: External link] novel Stormbreaker[image: External link]. In 2006, he was in the film The Prestige[image: External link] as Mr. Alley, assistant to Nikola Tesla[image: External link], and as the voice of Spike, one of the henchrats in the Aardman Animations[image: External link] film Flushed Away[image: External link]. In 2006 Serkis appeared in Jim Threapleton[image: External link]'s improvised feature film Extraordinary Rendition[image: External link], which premiered in 2007.

Serkis appeared in Sugarhouse[image: External link], a low-budget independently made film, playing local crime lord Hoodwink, who terrorises an east London housing estate. For the role, Serkis shaved his head and had sessions lasting 20 hours each to have temporary tattoos stencilled onto his body. The film premiered at the 2007 Edinburgh Festival[image: External link] and released in the UK on 24 August 2007.

In 2007, Serkis provided the voice over for Monkey Life[image: External link], Five[image: External link] broadcast for three weeks from 13–31 August 2007. This series is about Monkey World[image: External link], the popular ape[image: External link] and monkey[image: External link] sanctuary[image: External link] and zoo[image: External link] near Wool, Dorset[image: External link]. Serkis reunited with Peter Jackson, as a cast member in Jackson's and Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s Tintin[image: External link] trilogy, based on The Adventures of Tintin[image: External link]. Serkis supplied the voice and motion capture performance of Captain Haddock[image: External link] (adopting a Scottish accent[image: External link]) as well as his ancestor, Sir Francis Haddock[image: External link]. Filming began in January 2009 and the film was released in 2011.[18] Filming was due to begin in September 2008 but was delayed due to Universal pulling out of backing the project.[19] In 2008, Serkis appeared as Rigaud in the BBC Television[image: External link] adaptation of Charles Dickens[image: External link]' Little Dorrit[image: External link] and as Capricorn in Inkheart[image: External link].

In 2009, Serkis voiced the role of the demon Screwtape[image: External link] in Focus on the Family[image: External link]'s Radio Theatre[image: External link] audio adaptation of C. S. Lewis[image: External link]'s The Screwtape Letters[image: External link].[20] In 2010, Serkis was cast as William Hare[image: External link], with Simon Pegg as Burke, in the John Landis[image: External link] black comedy film Burke and Hare[image: External link] based on the Burke and Hare murders[image: External link] in Scotland in 1828.[21]

In 2010, Serkis features in the TV series The Accused, in "Liam's Story", written by Danny Brocklehurst[image: External link] and Jimmy McGovern. He played Caesar[image: External link] in the 20th Century Fox science-fiction film Rise of the Planet of the Apes[image: External link].[22] Serkis was acclaimed for his performance as Caesar, and in a high-profile campaign by 20th Century Fox for him to be honoured with a Best Supporting Actor Oscar nomination, his co-star James Franco[image: External link] stated: "Andy Serkis is the undisputed master of the newest kind of acting called “performance capture,” and it is time that Serkis gets credit for the innovative artist that he is."[14] In 2010, Serkis played Monkey, the lead character along with Lindsay Shaw[image: External link] in the videogame Enslaved: Odyssey to the West[image: External link].

In January 2011, it was confirmed that Serkis would reprise the role of Gollum[image: External link] in the three-part The Hobbit films which were released in 2012, 2013 and 2014.[23] He was also the film's second unit director, which included directing aerial shots and battle scenes.[9] He was invited to join the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] in June 2012 along with 175 other individuals.[24] In 2014, Serkis reprised his role as Caesar in Dawn of the Planet of the Apes[image: External link].[15]

In Gareth Edwards[image: External link]' 2014 science-fiction monster film Godzilla[image: External link], Serkis was the consultant on the film's motion capture sequences in order to "control the souls" of the creatures.[25][26] Serkis played Ulysses Klaue[image: External link] in Marvel Studios[image: External link]' Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), and was also a motion capture consultant on the film.[27] Serkis played Supreme Leader Snoke in the 2015 Star Wars: The Force Awakens.[28]

In late 2015, it was announced that Serkis was working on a modern film adaptation of Rumpelstiltskin[image: External link], titled Steelskin.[29] In addition to starring in the film, Serkis will serve as producer and director.[29]
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 The Imaginarium Studios




In 2011, Serkis founded The Imaginarium Studios[image: External link] with film producer Jonathan Cavendish[image: External link]. The Imaginarium is a creative digital studio based in Ealing[image: External link], London and is dedicated to invention of believable, emotionally engaging digital characters using Performance Capture technology, in which Serkis specialises.[30] On 20 October 2012 the studio acquired rights to The Bone Season[image: External link] by Samantha Shannon[image: External link] and a new motion capture adaptation of Animal Farm[image: External link], which Serkis will direct.[31]
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 Directing




Serkis has served as the second unit director for The Hobbit films and will direct the upcoming Breathe[image: External link] and Jungle Book[image: External link].[32]
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 Other work




Serkis published a memoir about his experiences playing Gollum[image: External link] in The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] film trilogy, Gollum: How We Made Movie Magic[image: External link], published in late 2004. He also made an appearance in the music video for Neneh Cherry[image: External link]'s "Woman", portraying the singer's abusive boyfriend. In 2015, Serkis collaborated with British alternative rock band Coldplay[image: External link] in the making of the music video for "Adventure of a Lifetime[image: External link]" (which saw the group perform as chimpanzees) with Serkis acting as a performance capture consultant.[33]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life




Serkis was born to Catholic[image: External link] parents,[34] and though he has been an atheist[image: External link] since his teenage years,[35] he is drawn to the karmic possibilities of energy transference, specifically "the idea that your energy lives on after you".[35] He studied visual arts and theatre as part of his degree at Lancaster University[image: External link] and graduated in 1985[36]. Serkis married actress Lorraine Ashbourne[image: External link] in July 2002. He lives in Crouch End[image: External link], north London[image: External link] with his wife and their three children: Ruby (b. 1998), Sonny (b. 2000) and Louis (b. 2004).[9][37]
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 Filmography




Main article: Andy Serkis filmography[image: External link]
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 Selected theatre





	The Porter in Macbeth[image: External link]. Directed by Braham Murray[image: External link] at the Royal Exchange, Manchester[image: External link]. (1988)

	Tony Lumpkin in She Stoops to Conquer[image: External link] by Oliver Goldsmith[image: External link]. Directed by James Maxwell[image: External link] at the Royal Exchange, Manchester[image: External link]. (1990)

	Sean Grogan in Your Home in the West by Rod Wooden. World premiere directed by Braham Murray[image: External link] at the Royal Exchange, Manchester[image: External link]. (1991)

	Doctor Jan Heart in Doctor Heart by Peter Muller. British premiere directed by Braham Murray[image: External link] at the Royal Exchange, Manchester[image: External link]. (1991)

	David in Unidentified Human Remains and the True Nature of Love[image: External link] by Brad Fraser[image: External link]. Directed by Braham Murray[image: External link] at the Royal Exchange, Manchester[image: External link]. (1995)

	Iago in Othello[image: External link]. Directed by Braham Murray[image: External link] at the Royal Exchange, Manchester[image: External link]. (2002)
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 See also





	List of awards and nominations received by Andy Serkis[image: External link]

	Motion capture acting[image: External link]
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Domhnall Gleeson






Domhnall Gleeson (/'doUnel 'gli:sen /[image: External link];[1] born 12 May 1983) is an Irish actor and writer. He is the son of actor Brendan Gleeson[image: External link], alongside whom he has appeared in several films and theatre projects. He received a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] in Media Arts from Dublin Institute of Technology[image: External link].

During the early stages of his career, Gleeson directed and wrote several short films, garnered a Tony Award[image: External link] nomination in 2006[image: External link] for his role in the Broadway production The Lieutenant of Inishmore[image: External link], and had a supporting role in Never Let Me Go[image: External link]. He became known to a wider audience for his portrayal of Bill Weasley[image: External link] in the Harry Potter film franchise[image: External link] (2010–2011), Konstantin Levin in Anna Karenina[image: External link] (2012), Tim Lake in About Time[image: External link], and Russell Allen Phillips in Angelina Jolie[image: External link]'s war drama Unbroken[image: External link] (2014).

In 2015, Gleeson received widespread recognition and praise for his performances in four Academy Award-nominated films: Caleb in Ex Machina[image: External link], Jim Farrell in Brooklyn[image: External link], Captain Andrew Henry in The Revenant, and, most prominently, General Hux[image: External link] in Star Wars: The Force Awakens. His upcoming films include the Darren Aronofsky[image: External link] film Mother![image: External link] alongside Jennifer Lawrence[image: External link] and Javier Bardem[image: External link], a portrayal of A. A. Milne[image: External link] in Goodbye Christopher Robin[image: External link] alongside Margot Robbie[image: External link], and a live-action adaptation[image: External link] of Peter Rabbit[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life




Gleeson was born in Dublin[image: External link], Ireland, the oldest son of Mary ( née[image: External link] Weldon) and actor Brendan Gleeson[image: External link].[2] He has three brothers: Fergus, Brian[image: External link] (also an actor), and Rúairí. He attended Malahide Community School[image: External link], and later graduated with a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] in Media Arts from the Dublin Institute of Technology[image: External link].[3]
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 Career




After graduating, Gleeson began directing and writing for both film and stage. He first appeared in the British television miniseries[image: External link] Rebel Heart[image: External link] in 2001 with James D'Arcy[image: External link] and Paloma Baeza[image: External link].[3] In 2006, Gleeson starred in the feature film Studs, with his father appearing alongside him.[3]

Gleeson also starred in the Academy Award-winning film short Six Shooter[4] and Boy Eats Girl[image: External link], as well as the RTÉ television series The Last Furlong.[3] He also appeared on the Broadway theatre show The Lieutenant of Inishmore at age twenty-three, receiving a Tony Award[image: External link] nomination for the role.[3][4]

In late 2007, Gleeson played Herbert Pocket[image: External link] in the Hugh Leonard[image: External link] adaptation of Charles Dickens[image: External link]'s Great Expectations at the Gate Theatre in Dublin.[5] The role was described as "wittily played" by Irish Independent critic Bruce Arnold.[6] Earlier that year he had a role as Bobby in the David Mamet[image: External link] play American Buffalo, also at the Gate Theatre.[7]

In 2008, Gleeson starred in the one-off RTÉ comedy sketch show Your Bad Self[image: External link], which was broadcast on 26 December that year.[3][4] Other roles in 2008 included A Dog Year[image: External link] and Paddyville.[3]

In March 2009, it was confirmed that he had been cast as Bill Weasley[image: External link] in the film Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows[image: External link].[8][9] His father, Brendan, plays Alastor Moody[image: External link] in the series.[8][9] Gleeson had initially been reluctant to act alongside his father in the same film but later changed his mind.[10] In 2006, he said of his acting: "I'd been very certain about not wanting to do the acting thing because of my father. I thought I'd always have the father-son thing of 'He got you the role'."[9]

In the 2009 film Sensation, Gleeson plays the role of a young farmer whose "soulless encounter" with a call-girl "develops into a bittersweet love story".[11][12]

He had his break-out year in 2010 with his role in Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows[image: External link]. Also in 2010, he starred alongside Keira Knightley[image: External link], Andrew Garfield[image: External link], and Carey Mulligan[image: External link] in Never Let Me Go[image: External link], and with Jeff Bridges[image: External link] and Matt Damon[image: External link] in the Academy Award–nominated Coen Brothers[image: External link]' film True Grit[image: External link].

Gleeson won the 2011 Ifta[image: External link] Award for Best Actor for his performance as Bob Geldof[image: External link] in the biopic When Harvey Met Bob.

He appeared in "Be Right Back[image: External link]", an episode of the science-fiction horror series Black Mirror[image: External link] alongside Hayley Atwell[image: External link] as a man who is killed in a car crash, but returns to his lover as an android. Gleeson played Konstantin Levin in the film adaptation[image: External link] of Leo Tolstoy[image: External link]'s classic novel Anna Karenina[image: External link],[13] directed by Joe Wright[image: External link]. It was released in late 2012.

In 2013 Gleeson starred in About Time[image: External link], a romantic comedy written and directed by Richard Curtis[image: External link].[14] The story follows a young man, played by Gleeson, who uses time travel to win over "the girl of his dreams", played by Rachel McAdams[image: External link]. Filming took place in London[image: External link], England, in June 2012.[14]

In 2014, he portrayed Jon in the Lenny Abrahamson[image: External link] film Frank[image: External link], starring alongside Michael Fassbender[image: External link].

In 2015, he played Caleb in Alex Garland[image: External link]'s directorial debut Ex Machina[image: External link] and Jim Farrell in Brooklyn[image: External link].[15] He played Captain Andrew Henry in the Oscar-awarded film The Revenant and General Hux[image: External link] in Star Wars: The Force Awakens.

In 2017, he will appear in six films: American Made[image: External link], Mother![image: External link], Star Wars: The Last Jedi, A Futile and Stupid Gesture[image: External link], Crash Pad, and Goodbye Christopher Robin[image: External link].
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 Personal life




Gleeson shares a love of the English Championship[image: External link] team Aston Villa[image: External link] with his father Brendan[image: External link]. He described the team's FA Cup[image: External link] semifinal win over Liverpool[image: External link] at Wembley Stadium[image: External link] in 2015, as one of the "great days of my life".[16]

Along with his father and brother Brian[image: External link], Gleeson created and stars in the Immatürity For Charity sketches, which raises money for the St. Francis Hospice in Raheny[image: External link], Dublin. It also stars Laurence Kinlan[image: External link], Tadhg Murphy and Amy Huberman[image: External link].[17]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	Six Shooter[image: External link]
	Cashier
	Short film[image: External link]



	2005
	Stars
	Brian (voice)
	Short film



	Boy Eats Girl[image: External link]
	Bernard
	



	2006
	Studs
	Trampis
	



	2009
	Dog Year, AA Dog Year[image: External link]
	Anthony Armstrong
	



	What Will Survive of Us
	
	Short film; writer and director



	Perrier's Bounty[image: External link]
	Clifford
	



	Corduroy
	Mahon
	Short film



	2010
	Sensation
	Donal Duggan
	



	Noreen
	
	Short film; writer and director



	Never Let Me Go[image: External link]
	Rodney
	



	True Grit[image: External link]
	Moon (The Kid)
	



	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1[image: External link]
	Bill Weasley[image: External link]
	



	2011
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link]
	Bill Weasley
	



	2012
	Dredd[image: External link]
	Clan Techie
	



	Anna Karenina[image: External link]
	Konstantin Levin
	



	Shadow Dancer[image: External link]
	Connor McVeigh
	



	2013
	About Time[image: External link]
	Tim Lake
	



	2014
	Frank[image: External link]
	Jon Burroughs
	



	Calvary[image: External link]
	Freddie Joyce
	



	Unbroken[image: External link]
	Russell Allen Phillips
	



	2015
	Ex Machina[image: External link]
	Caleb Smith
	



	Brooklyn[image: External link]
	Jim Farrell
	



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	General Hux[image: External link]
	



	The Revenant
	Andrew Henry[image: External link]
	



	2016
	The Tale of Thomas Burberry
	Thomas Burberry[image: External link]
	Short commercial film



	2017
	American Made[image: External link]
	Monty Schafer
	Completed



	Mother![image: External link]
	
	Post-production



	Goodbye Christopher Robin[image: External link]
	A. A. Milne[image: External link]
	Completed



	Star Wars: The Last Jedi
	General Hux
	Post-production



	A Futile and Stupid Gesture[image: External link]
	Henry Beard[image: External link]
	Post-production



	Crash Pad
	Stensland
	Post-production



	2018
	Peter Rabbit[image: External link]
	Mr. McGregor
	Post-production
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001
	Rebel Heart[image: External link]
	Byrne
	1 episode



	2005
	Last Furlong, TheThe Last Furlong[image: External link]
	Sean Flanagan
	3 episodes



	2010
	Your Bad Self[image: External link]
	Various
	6 episodes; also writer



	2010
	When Harvey Met Bob[image: External link]
	Bob Geldof[image: External link]
	Television film[image: External link]



	2013
	Black Mirror[image: External link]
	Ash
	Episode: "Be Right Back[image: External link]"



	2016
	Earth's Greatest Spectacles[image: External link]
	Narrator
	3 episodes



	2017
	Catastrophe[image: External link]
	Dan
	2 episodes
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 Video games






	Year
	Title
	Voice role



	2016
	Lego Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	General Hux
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result



	2006
	Tony Award[image: External link]
	Best Featured Actor in a Play[image: External link]
	The Lieutenant of Inishmore[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2007
	Irish Film and Television Awards[image: External link]
	Breakthrough Talent
	Studs
	Nominated



	2011
	Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link]
	Shooting Stars Award[image: External link]
	Won



	Irish Film and Television Awards
	Best Actor in a Lead Role in Television
	When Harvey Met Bob[image: External link]
	Won



	Tribeca Film Festival
	Jury Award: Best Narrative Short[image: External link]
	Noreen
	Nominated



	2012
	British Independent Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor
	Shadow Dancer[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Hamptons International Film Festival[image: External link]
	Breakthrough Performer
	Anna Karenina[image: External link]
	Won



	2013
	Empire Awards
	Best Male Newcomer
	Nominated



	Irish Film and Television Awards
	Best Supporting Actor Film
	Won



	2014
	Best Lead Actor – Film
	About Time[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2015
	Best Actor in a Supporting Role – Film
	Frank[image: External link]
	Won



	Awards Circuit Community Awards
	Best Cast Ensemble
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Nominated



	British Independent Film Awards
	Best Supporting Actor
	Brooklyn[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2016
	Irish Film and Television Awards
	Best Actor in a Supporting Role – Film
	Nominated



	Best Actor in a Lead Role – Film
	Ex Machina[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Saturn Award
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Central Ohio Film Critics Association Awards
	Best Ensemble
	Nominated



	Actor of the Year
	Runner-up
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Anthony Daniels






For other people named Anthony Daniels, see Anthony Daniels (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Anthony Daniels (born 21 February 1946) is an English actor and mime artist. He is known for playing C-3PO in the Star Wars film series. He is the only actor to have appeared in all of the major films[image: External link] in the series,[1] as well as its many spin-offs (TV shows, video games, etc.).

Daniels was the voice of Legolas[image: External link] in the Ralph Bakshi[image: External link] animated adaptation of The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] (1978). He has appeared intermittently on British television in various dramas, including playing a pathologist in Prime Suspect[image: External link] starring Helen Mirren[image: External link]. Daniels is currently an adjunct professor at Carnegie Mellon University[image: External link]'s Entertainment Technology Center[image: External link].[2]
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Daniels was born in Salisbury[image: External link], Wiltshire, England, the son of a plastics company executive.[3] He studied law for two years at university and then dropped out to participate in amateur dramatics and attend acting school. After leaving school in 1974, Daniels worked on BBC Radio[image: External link] and for the National Theatre of Great Britain at The Young Vic[image: External link]. Whilst working in the theatre, he was invited to meet director George Lucas who was casting for Star Wars. Daniels at first turned down the interview but was persuaded by his agent to meet Lucas.[4]

Never a science fiction fan, Daniels has said that before his role in Star Wars the only science fiction film he had ever seen in a theatre was 2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link] in 1968; he was so displeased with the film that he walked out after 10 minutes and demanded his money back.[5] However, in a 2011 interview he said that he had watched it for longer than 10 minutes, and having since watched it in full, now regards it as a masterpiece. In the same interview, he said he enjoyed post-apocalyptic films such as Mad Max[image: External link].[6]

He speaks fluent French.[7][8]
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Daniels has played C-3PO in all of the Star Wars feature films from the original installment in the series, as both the body and voice of the golden robot[image: External link]. Kenny Baker, who played R2-D2 in the series until his death in 2016, revealed that he and Daniels did not get along.[9][10]

In Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace, he wore a blue Spandex[image: External link] costume so that during editing of the movie his body could be turned into many different wires and circuits. Daniels has reprised the role for various promotional work such as hosting The Making of Star Wars, Star Wars Connections and The Science of Star Wars; for appearances on The Muppet Show[image: External link], Sesame Street[image: External link] and an anti-smoking public service announcement[image: External link]; for Star Wars Holiday Special;[11] in advertising for Star Wars licensed products such as Kenner toys; and even a breakfast cereal[image: External link] based on the character.[12]

Daniels voiced C-3PO in the Star Wars radio serial[image: External link] based on the original trilogy. He is the only cast member of the original Star Wars trilogy to voice his character in all three parts of NPR[image: External link]'s dramatisations of the trilogy. He voiced C-3PO for four animated series: Droids, Star Wars: Clone Wars[image: External link], Star Wars: The Clone Wars, and Star Wars Rebels. Other C-3PO voicework by Daniels includes: the Christmas-themed Christmas in the Stars[image: External link] album; the multiple Walt Disney[image: External link] theme park attractions, Star Tours and Star Tours: The Adventures Continue[image: External link]; the fan film/show Raiders of the Lost Jedi Temple of Doom: A Fan Film of Epic Proportions[image: External link] and the Star Tours shutdown ceremony as a part of the Disney's Hollywood Studios[image: External link]' "Last Tour to Endor[image: External link]" event at Star Wars Celebration V in Orlando[image: External link], Florida. He also provided the narration and all character voices for the audio books Dark Force Rising[image: External link] and The Last Command[image: External link].[13]

Daniels contributed the foreword to the collected scripts of the Return of the Jedi radio drama, as their author Brian Daley[image: External link] died just as the episodes were being recorded. Daniels' other Star Wars-related writings include the Wonder Column for Star Wars Insider magazine and a comic book adventure for C-3PO and R2-D2 entitled The Protocol Offensive, published by Dark Horse Comics[image: External link].[14]

Daniels controlled the puppet for 2002's Star Wars: Episode II: Attack of the Clones, but all these scenes were cut, with the droid's first appearance in the film being Daniels in costume. In this film and 2005's Star Wars: Episode III: Revenge of the Sith, he also performed the vocal tracks for scenes that featured a computer generated C-3PO. Daniels is the only actor to act in the original seven films, the 2008 Clone Wars film, and the related television series.[15]

Daniels hosted the Star Wars: In Concert North American tour.[16]

Daniels also makes cameo appearances as a humanoid in two scenes of the feature films. His character, Lieutenant Dannl Faytonni, is named as a tribute to his own name, albeit in modified form. The character appears in the Outlander nightclub scene early in Star Wars: Episode II – Attack of the Clones as a man in blue uniform who can be seen in a cutaway reaction shot after Obi-Wan disarms the bounty hunter Zam Wesell[image: External link]. Faytonni can also be seen at the Galaxies Opera House in Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith.[17]

Daniels reprised his role as C-3PO in The Lego Movie[image: External link] when his character made a cameo appearance along with other crew members of the Millennium Falcon.[18]

Daniels reprised his role as C-3PO in the seventh Star Wars film, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, which began filming in May 2014 and was released in December 2015.[19] J.J. Abrams[image: External link], the director for The Force Awakens, told Daniels that he was only going to be the voice of C-3PO in the film. However, Abrams changed his mind and decided Daniels would wear the suit in the film as well. Abrams made a new C-3PO suit for Daniels to wear during filming using 3D printing that allows Daniels a great deal more mobility and comfort than the original suit. Daniels is also signed to appear as C-3PO in the two sequels following The Force Awakens;[20] they will be released in 2017[21][22] and 2019, respectively.

Daniels reprised his role as C-3PO in a surprise cameo for Rogue One: A Star Wars Story in 2016. It is the first stand-alone film in the Star Wars Anthology[image: External link] series.

In March 2017, ANA Airlines began domestic service of a plane styled after C3PO. Daniels was there to personally sign the plane.[23]
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Daniels was the voice of Legolas[image: External link] in the Ralph Bakshi[image: External link] animated adaptation of The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] (1978). He has appeared intermittently on British television in various dramas, notably in a recurring role in Prime Suspect[image: External link] starring Helen Mirren[image: External link]. He also played the priest in the British spoof horror film I Bought a Vampire Motorcycle[image: External link] (1990).[24][25]

Daniels has appeared at Disney's Hollywood Studios[image: External link] in Orlando, Florida[image: External link], for the Star Wars Weekends as he gave his "inside the saga" story.[clarification needed[image: External link]][citation needed[image: External link]]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other work




Daniels is an adjunct professor at Carnegie Mellon University[image: External link]'s Entertainment Technology Center[image: External link].[16]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes
	Ref.



	1977
	Star Wars
	C-3PO
	
	[24]



	1978
	The Lord of the Rings[image: External link]
	Legolas Greenleaf[image: External link]
	
	[24]



	1980
	The Empire Strikes Back
	C-3PO
	
	[24]



	1982
	Return of the Ewok[image: External link]
	Video short, unreleased
	



	1983
	Return of the Jedi
	
	[24]



	1987
	Star Tours
	Uncredited
	



	1990
	I Bought a Vampire Motorcycle[image: External link]
	Priest
	
	[25]



	1999
	Star Wars: Episode I – The Phantom Menace
	C-3PO
	
	[24]



	2002
	Star Wars: Episode II – Attack of the Clones
	C-3PO & Dannl Faytonni
	
	[24]



	2005
	Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith
	
	[24]



	2008
	Star Wars: The Clone Wars
	C-3PO
	Voice
	



	2011
	Star Tours: The Adventure Continues[image: External link]
	Short, voice
	



	2014
	The Lego Movie[image: External link]
	Voice
	[18]



	2015
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	
	[24]



	2016
	Rogue One: A Star Wars Story
	
	



	2017
	Star Wars: The Last Jedi
	Post-production
	[21][22]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes
	Ref.



	1978
	Star Wars Holiday Special
	C-3PO
	TV Special
	[11]



	1979
	Turning Year Tales
	John
	Episode: Dear Harriet
	



	1980
	The Muppet Show[image: External link]
	C-3PO
	Season 4, Episode 17: The Stars of Star Wars
	



	Sesame Street[image: External link]
	4 episodes
	



	1984
	The Country Diary of an Edwardian Lady[image: External link]
	Kenneth
	7 episodes
	



	1985
	Star Wars: Droids
	C-3PO
	13 episodes
	



	1986
	The Great Heep[image: External link]
	TV Movie
	



	1987
	Three Up Two Down[image: External link]
	Rupert Fairfax
	Episode: Mirror Mirror on the Wall
	



	1988–89
	Square Deal
	Julian
	3 episodes
	



	1990
	Walt Disney's Wonderful World of Color[image: External link]
	C-3PO
	Episode: Disneyland's 35th Anniversary Celebration, voice
	



	1995
	Prime Suspect[image: External link]
	Pathologist
	Inner Circles and The Lost Child, TV movies
	[24]



	The Famous Five[image: External link]
	Professor Dobson
	Episode: Five on a Secret Trail
	



	1997
	Star Wars: Droids – The Pirates and the Prince
	C-3PO
	Video, voice
	



	2001
	Urban Gothic[image: External link]
	Mr Tidyman
	Episode: Serotonin Wild
	



	2002
	Star Wars: Connections
	C-3PO
	TV Short
	



	2004
	Holby City[image: External link]
	Colonel Donald Humphries
	Episode: In the Line of Fire
	



	Ghosts of Albion Embers
	Lord Nelson
	TV movie, voice
	



	2004–05
	Star Wars: Clone Wars
	C-3PO
	4 episodes, voice
	



	2006
	Lilo and Stitch: The Series[image: External link]
	Episode 65, Link
	



	2008–11
	Star Wars: The Clone Wars
	11 episodes, voice
	[18]



	2010
	Robot Chicken: Star Wars Episode III
	TV movie, voice
	



	2011
	Lego Star Wars: The Padawan Menace
	TV movie, voice
	



	2012
	Lego Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Out[image: External link]
	TV movie, voice
	



	2012–13
	Dirigible Days
	Narrator
	Executive producer, 5 episodes
	



	2013
	Lego Star Wars: The Yoda Chronicles
	C-3PO
	3 TV movies
	



	2014
	The New Yoda Chronicles
	3 TV movies
	



	Star Wars Rebels
	Episode: Droids in Distress, voice
	[18]



	2015
	Lego Star Wars: Droid Tales
	5 episodes, voice
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1977
	The Making of Star Wars[image: External link]
	C-3PO, host
	TV movie documentary



	1978
	50th Academy Awards[image: External link]
	C-3PO (presenter)
	TV special



	1983
	Classic Creatures: Return of the Jedi[image: External link]
	C-3PO/himself
	TV movie documentary



	From Star Wars to Jedi: The Making of a Saga[image: External link]



	2004
	Empire of Dreams[image: External link]
	Video documentary



	2005
	Science of Star Wars[image: External link]
	TV documentary miniseries
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes
	Ref.



	1997
	Monopoly Star Wars
	C-3PO
	Writer, voice
	



	2008
	Star Wars: The Clone Wars
	Voice
	



	2009
	Star Wars: The Force Unleashed – Ultimate Sith Edition
	



	2015
	Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Star Wars Battlefront[image: External link]
	



	2016
	Lego Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	[26]
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Peter Mayhew






For other people named Peter Mayhew, see Peter Mayhew (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Peter Mayhew (born 19 May 1944)[1] is an English- American[image: External link] actor who is best known for playing Chewbacca in the Star Wars film series.
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Mayhew was born on 19 May 1944 in Barnes[image: External link], South West London[image: External link], where he was also raised.[1] His height is not a product of gigantism[image: External link] — "I don't have the big head" — but of a connective tissue disorder called Marfan syndrome[image: External link].[2][3] His peak height was 7 feet 3 inches (221 cm).[4]
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Mayhew got his first acting job in 1976 when the producers of Sinbad and the Eye of the Tiger[image: External link] discovered him from a photograph in a newspaper article about men with large feet, and cast him in the role of the minotaur[image: External link].[5][6]
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When casting his first Star Wars film, producer George Lucas needed a tall actor who could fit the role of the hairy alien Chewbacca. He originally had in mind 6-foot-6-inch (1.98 m) bodybuilder[image: External link] David Prowse[image: External link], but instead Prowse chose to play Darth Vader. This led Lucas on a search which turned up Mayhew, who was working as an orderly[image: External link] and says that all he had to do to be cast in the role of Chewbacca was stand up.

Mayhew has played Chewbacca in five Star Wars films: the original trilogy[image: External link] (Star Wars, The Empire Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi), Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith and Star Wars: The Force Awakens.[7] He played the role in the 1978 television film Star Wars Holiday Special and in an appearance on The Muppet Show[image: External link]. He also recorded dialogue for the Star Wars: The Clone Wars Season 3[image: External link] finale episode "Wookiee Hunt".[8][9]

Mayhew plays the role in commercials and in hospital appearances for sick children and has made numerous appearances as Chewbacca outside the Star Wars films. Mayhew as Chewbacca was honoured with a Lifetime Achievement Award at the MTV Film Awards 1997[image: External link]. He was additionally honoured at the release of the new PlayStation Portable[image: External link] where he dressed as Chewbacca and held up the new PSP slim version.

He has made other media appearances without the Chewbacca costume. He appeared on NBC[image: External link]'s Identity[image: External link], where his identity was based on the fact that he played Chewbacca and was a frequent guest in the early days of Slice of SciFi[image: External link].

While Mayhew is expected to portray Chewbacca in Star Wars: The Last Jedi and the as-yet untitled Episode IX movie, he will not reprise his role as Chewbacca in the Han Solo[image: External link] spin-off movie. Joonas Suotamo, who split time with Mayhew on Star Wars: The Force Awakens,[10] will portray Chewbacca.[11]
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Outside Star Wars, Mayhew has appeared in the 1978 horror film Terror[image: External link], directed by Norman J. Warren[image: External link]. In the English version of Dragon Ball GT: A Hero's Legacy[image: External link], he provided the voice for Susha. He also appeared in Yesterday Was a Lie[image: External link].[12]
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Mayhew has written two books for younger audience: "Growing Up Giant"[13] which explains that being different is a strength instead of a weakness and anti-bullying book for children "My Favorite Giant".[14]
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Mayhew lives in Boyd, Texas[image: External link][15] and is a business owner. He became a naturalized citizen[image: External link] of the United States[image: External link] in 2005 at a ceremony in Arlington, Texas[image: External link].[16] In an interview with the Fort Worth Star-Telegram[image: External link] he joked that he did not get a medal at this ceremony either, a reference to the Star Wars scene in which Luke and Han get medals but Chewbacca does not. Mayhew noted in an MTV[image: External link] interview that although Chewbacca does not get a medal in the film, he does get the last line, when he roars.[17]

Mayhew underwent double knee replacement[image: External link] surgery in 2013.[18] In January 2015, Mayhew was briefly hospitalized near his home in Texas, due to a bout of pneumonia.[19][20]

In 2013, Mayhew was crowned "Emperor for Life" by the Intergalactic Krewe of Chewbacchus. [21]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes
	Ref.



	1977
	Sinbad and the Eye of the Tiger[image: External link]
	Minotaur
	Uncredited
	[5]



	Star Wars
	Chewbacca
	
	[7]



	1978
	Terror[image: External link]
	The Mechanic
	



	1980
	The Empire Strikes Back
	Chewbacca
	[7]



	1982
	Return of the Ewok[image: External link]
	Video short
	



	1983
	Return of the Jedi
	
	[7]



	1987
	Star Tours
	Short, uncredited
	



	2004
	Comic Book: The Movie[image: External link]
	Himself
	
	



	2005
	Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith
	Chewbacca
	[7]



	2008
	Yesterday Was a Lie[image: External link]
	Dead Man
	[12]



	2015
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Chewbacca
	Shared role with Joonas Suotamo
	[7]



	2017
	Star Wars: The Last Jedi
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1977
	Donny & Marie[image: External link]
	Chewbacca
	Episode # 3.1



	1978
	Star Wars Holiday Special
	TV Special



	1980
	The Muppet Show[image: External link]
	Episode: The Stars of Star Wars



	1981
	Dark Towers[image: External link]
	The Tall Knight
	5 episodes



	1985
	The Kenny Everett Television Show[image: External link]
	Various
	Episode #3.3



	2011
	Star Wars: The Clone Wars
	Chewbacca
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John Williams






For other people named John Williams, see John Williams (disambiguation)[image: External link].

John Towner Williams (born February 8, 1932) is an American composer[image: External link], conductor[image: External link], and pianist[image: External link]. With a career spanning over six decades he has composed some of the most popular and recognizable film scores[image: External link] in cinematic history, to many of the highest-grossing films[image: External link] of all time, including Jaws[image: External link], the Star Wars series, Superman[image: External link], E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link], the Indiana Jones series, Jurassic Park[image: External link], Schindler's List[image: External link], the first two Home Alone[image: External link] movies, and the first three Harry Potter films[image: External link] .[1] Williams has been associated with director Steven Spielberg[image: External link] since 1974, composing music for all but two of his feature films.[2] Other notable works by Williams include theme music for the Olympic Games[image: External link], NBC Sunday Night Football[image: External link], "The Mission[image: External link]" theme used by NBC News[image: External link], the television series Lost in Space[image: External link] and Land of the Giants[image: External link], and the incidental music[image: External link] for the first season of Gilligan's Island[image: External link].[3] Williams has composed numerous classical concerti and other works for orchestral ensembles and solo instruments; he served as the Boston Pops[image: External link]' principal conductor from 1980 to 1993, and is now the orchestra's laureate conductor.[4]

Williams has won five Academy Awards, four Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], seven British Academy Film Awards, and 23 Grammy Awards[image: External link]. With 50 Academy Award nominations, Williams is the second most-nominated individual, after Walt Disney[image: External link].[5][6] In 2005, the American Film Institute selected Williams' score to 1977's Star Wars as the greatest American film score of all time. The soundtrack to Star Wars[image: External link] was additionally preserved by the Library of Congress[image: External link] into the National Recording Registry[image: External link], for being "culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant."[7] Williams was inducted into the Hollywood Bowl[image: External link]'s Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 2000, and was a recipient of the Kennedy Center Honors in 2004 and the AFI Life Achievement Award[image: External link] in 2016. Williams composed the score for eight movies in the Top 20 highest-grossing films at the U.S. box office (adjusted for inflation).[8]



TOP
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 Early life and family




John Towner Williams was born on February 8, 1932 in Floral Park, New York[image: External link], the son of Esther (née Towner) and Johnny Williams[image: External link],[9] a jazz percussionist who played with the Raymond Scott[image: External link] Quintet. Williams has said of his lineage, "My father was a Maine man—we were very close. My mother was from Boston. My father's parents ran a department store in Bangor, Maine, and my mother's father was a cabinetmaker. [...] People with those roots are not inclined to be lazy."[10]

In 1948, the Williams family moved to Los Angeles where John attended North Hollywood High School[image: External link] graduating in 1950. He later attended the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link], and studied privately with the Italian composer Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco[image: External link].[11] Williams had originally briefly attended Los Angeles City College[image: External link] for one semester as the school had a Studio Jazz Band.[12] In 1952, Williams was drafted[image: External link] into the U.S. Air Force[image: External link], where he conducted and arranged music for The U.S. Air Force Band[image: External link] as part of his assignments.[13]

In 1955, following his Air Force service, Williams moved to Slidell, Louisiana and entered Juilliard School[image: External link] where he studied piano with Rosina Lhévinne[image: External link].[11] During this time Williams worked as a jazz pianist[image: External link] in the city's many jazz clubs.

After moving to Los Angeles he began working as a session musician, most notably for composer Henry Mancini[image: External link]. He worked with Mancini on the Peter Gunn[image: External link] soundtrack where his fellow musicians in the rhythm section included guitarist Bob Bain, bassist Rolly Bundock, and drummer Jack Sperling[image: External link], many of whom were also featured on the Mr. Lucky[image: External link] television series.

Known as "Johnny" during the 1950s early 1960s, Williams composed the music for many TV programs (including several episodes of M Squad[image: External link][14][15]) and served as music arranger and bandleader for a series of popular music albums with the singer Frankie Laine[image: External link].[16][17]

Williams has two brothers, Donald and Jerry, both of whom work as percussionists in Los Angeles.[18]
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 Film and television scoring




Main article: List of compositions by John Williams § Film scores[image: External link]


While skilled in a variety of 20th century compositional idioms, Williams's most familiar style may be described as a form of neoromanticism[image: External link],[19] inspired by the late 19th century's large-scale orchestral music—in the style of Tchaikovsky[image: External link] or Richard Wagner[image: External link]'s compositions and their concept[image: External link] of leitmotif[image: External link]—that inspired his film music predecessors.[20]

After his studies at Juilliard, and the Eastman School of Music[image: External link], Williams returned to Los Angeles, where he began working as an orchestrator[image: External link] at film studios. Among other composers, Williams worked with Franz Waxman[image: External link], Bernard Herrmann[image: External link], and Alfred Newman, and also with his fellow orchestrators Conrad Salinger[image: External link] and Bob Franklyn.[21]

Williams was also a studio pianist, performing on film scores by composers such as Jerry Goldsmith[image: External link], Elmer Bernstein[image: External link], and Henry Mancini[image: External link]. Williams recorded with Henry Mancini the film scores of 1959's Peter Gunn[image: External link], 1962's Days of Wine and Roses[image: External link], and 1963's Charade[image: External link]. (Williams actually played the well-recognized opening riff[image: External link] to Mancini's Peter Gunn[image: External link] theme.[22][23])

Williams (sometimes credited as "Johnny Williams", because of the already established actor of the same name[image: External link]) composed music for various television programs in the 1960s: the pilot episode of Gilligan's Island[image: External link],[24] Bachelor Father[image: External link] (1959-1960), the Kraft Suspense Theatre[image: External link], Lost in Space[image: External link] (1965–68), The Time Tunnel[image: External link] (1966–67), and Land of the Giants[image: External link] (the last three created by the prolific TV producer[image: External link], Irwin Allen[image: External link]).[25]

Williams's first film composition was for the 1958 B movie[image: External link] Daddy-O[image: External link], and his first screen credit came two years later in Because They're Young[image: External link]. He soon gained notice in Hollywood[image: External link] for his versatility in composing jazz[image: External link], piano, and symphonic[image: External link] music. Williams received his first Academy Award nomination for his film score[image: External link] for 1967's Valley of the Dolls[image: External link], and was nominated again for his score for 1969's Goodbye, Mr. Chips[image: External link]. Williams broke through to win his first Academy Award for his film score in the 1971 film Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]. In 1972, he composed the score for the Robert Altman[image: External link]–directed psychological thriller Images[image: External link] (recorded in collaboration with noted percussionist Stomu Yamashta[image: External link]) which earned him another nomination in the category Best Music, Original Dramatic Score at the 1973 Academy Awards.[26]

During the early 1970s, Williams's prominence grew thanks to his work for now–film producer Irwin Allen's disaster films, composing the scores for 1972's The Poseidon Adventure[image: External link] and 1974's The Towering Inferno[image: External link]. In addition, he scored Universal's 1974 film Earthquake[image: External link] for director Mark Robson[image: External link], completing a "trinity" of scores for the decade's highest-grossing "disaster films". He also scored the 1972 film The Cowboys[image: External link], a western[image: External link] starring John Wayne[image: External link] and directed by Mark Rydell[image: External link].[27]

In 1974, director Steven Spielberg approached Williams to compose the music for his feature directorial debut, The Sugarland Express[image: External link]. They teamed up again a year later for Spielberg's second film, Jaws[image: External link]. Widely considered to be a classic suspense film, its film score[image: External link]'s ominous, two-note ostinato[image: External link] has become synonymous with sharks[image: External link] and approaching danger. The score earned Williams his second Academy Award, his first for an original composition.[26]

Shortly thereafter, Spielberg and Williams began a long collaboration for their next feature film together, Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]. During their two-year-long collaboration, they crafted its distinctive five-note figure[image: External link] that functions both in the background music and as the communications signal[image: External link] of the film's extraterrestrials[image: External link]. Williams also used a system of musical hand signals in the film that were based on hand signs[image: External link] created by John Curwen[image: External link] and refined by Zoltán Kodály[image: External link].[28]

During the same period, Spielberg recommended Williams to his friend and fellow director George Lucas, who needed a composer to score his ambitious 1977 space epic film Star Wars. Williams delivered a grand symphonic score in the fashion of Richard Strauss[image: External link] and Golden Age[image: External link] Hollywood composers Max Steiner[image: External link] and Erich Wolfgang Korngold[image: External link]. Its main theme, "Luke's Theme[image: External link]" is among the most widely recognized in film history, and the "Force Theme[image: External link]" and "Princess Leia's Theme[image: External link]" are well-known examples of leitmotif[image: External link]. Both the film and its score were immensely successful—it remains the highest grossing non-popular music[image: External link] recording of all-time—and Williams won another Academy Award for Best Original Score.[29]

In 1980, Williams returned to score The Empire Strikes Back, where he introduced "The Imperial March[image: External link]" as the theme for Darth Vader and the Galactic Empire, "Yoda's Theme", and "Han Solo and the Princess". The original Star Wars trilogy concluded with the 1983 film Return of the Jedi, for which Williams's score provided most notably the "Emperor's Theme[image: External link]", "Parade of the Ewoks[image: External link]", and "Luke and Leia". Both scores earned him Academy Award nominations.[26]

Williams worked with director Richard Donner[image: External link] to score the 1978 film Superman[image: External link]. The score's heroic and romantic themes, particularly the main march, the Superman fanfare and the love theme, known as "Can You Read My Mind[image: External link]," appeared in the four sequel films. For the 1981 film Raiders of the Lost Ark, created by Lucas and directed by Spielberg, Williams wrote a rousing main theme known as "The Raiders March" to accompany the film's hero, Indiana Jones[image: External link]. He composed separate themes to represent the Ark of the Covenant[image: External link], the character Marion, and the story's Nazi villains. Additional themes were featured in his scores to the subsequent films in the franchise Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom, a prequel (1984), Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989), and Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull (2008). Williams composed an emotional and sensitive score to Spielberg's 1982 fantasy film E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link]. Williams was awarded a fourth Academy Award for this score.[26]

The Spielberg-Williams collaboration resumed with the director's 1987 film Empire of the Sun[image: External link], and has continued to the present, spanning genres from science fiction thrillers (1993's Jurassic Park[image: External link]), to somber tragedies (1993's Schindler's List[image: External link], 2005's Munich[image: External link]), to Eastern-tinged melodramas (2005's Memoirs of a Geisha[image: External link], directed by Rob Marshall[image: External link]), to dramatic war films (1998's Saving Private Ryan[image: External link]). Spielberg has said, "I call it an honorable privilege to regard John Williams as a friend."[30]

In 1999, George Lucas launched the first of a series of prequels to the original Star Wars trilogy. Williams was asked to score all three films, starting with The Phantom Menace. Along with themes from the previous films, Williams created new themes to be used as leitmotifs in 2002's Attack of the Clones and 2005's Revenge of the Sith. Most notable of these was "Duel of the Fates[image: External link]", an aggressive choral movement in the style of Verdi's[image: External link] Requiem[image: External link],[31] utilizing harsh Sanskrit[image: External link] lyrics that broadened the style of music used in the Star Wars films. Also of note was "Anakin's Theme", which begins as an innocent childlike melody and morphs insidiously into a quote of the sinister "Imperial March." For Episode II, Williams composed "Across the Stars", a love theme for Padmé Amidala[image: External link] and Anakin Skywalker[image: External link] (mirroring the love theme composed for The Empire Strikes Back).[32][33] The final installment combined many of the themes created for the series' previous films, including "The Emperor's Theme," "The Imperial March", "Across the Stars", "Duel of the Fates", "The Force Theme", "Rebel Fanfare", "Luke's Theme", and "Princess Leia's Theme", as well as new themes for General Grievous[image: External link] and the film's climax, entitled "Battle of the Heroes".[34]

In the new millennium, Williams was asked to score the film adaptations of J. K. Rowling[image: External link]'s widely successful book series, Harry Potter[image: External link]. He went on to score the film franchise[image: External link]'s first three installments. As with his Superman theme, the most important theme from Williams's scores for the Harry Potter films, dubbed "Hedwig's Theme", has been used in the fourth through to the eighth films (Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire[image: External link], Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix[image: External link], Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link], Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1[image: External link] and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link]), scored by Patrick Doyle[image: External link] (Goblet of Fire), Nicholas Hooper[image: External link] (Order of the Phoenix and Half-Blood Prince) and Alexandre Desplat[image: External link] (Deathly Hallows). Like the main themes from Jaws, Star Wars, Superman, and Indiana Jones, fans have come to identify the Harry Potter films with Williams's original compositions. Williams was asked to return to score the film franchise's final installment, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2, but director David Yates[image: External link] stated that "their schedules simply did not align" as he would have had to provide Williams with a rough cut of the film sooner than was possible.[35]

In 2006, Superman Returns[image: External link] was completed under Bryan Singer[image: External link]'s direction, best known for directing the first two films in the X-Men series[image: External link]. Although Singer did not request Williams to compose a score for the intentionally Donner-esque film, he employed the skills of X2[image: External link] composer John Ottman[image: External link] to incorporate Williams's original Superman theme, as well as those for Lois Lane[image: External link], Krypton[image: External link] and Smallville[image: External link]. In 2011, the "Main Title Theme" and elements of "Can You Read My Mind" were notably used in the final scene of "Finale," the series finale of the WB[image: External link]/ CW[image: External link] television series Smallville[image: External link].[36] Don Davis[image: External link] performed a similar role for Jurassic Park III[image: External link], recommended by Williams himself to the producers.[37]

In 2008, Williams returned to the Indiana Jones series to score the fourth film—Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. He received a Grammy nomination for his work on the film. Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull was also the only film score from the Indiana Jones film series not to be nominated for an Academy Award. During 2008, he also composed music for two documentaries, Warner at War,[38] and A Timeless Call,[39] the latter of which was directed by Steven Spielberg[image: External link].

After a three-year absence from film scoring, Williams composed the scores for Spielberg's The Adventures of Tintin[image: External link] and War Horse[image: External link] in 2011. Both scores received overwhelmingly positive reviews,[40][41][42][43][44][45] with both scores earning Oscar nominations,[46] and the latter being nominated for a Golden Globe.[47] The Oscar nominations are Williams's 46th and 47th, making him the most nominated musician in Academy Awards history (having previously been tied with Alfred Newman's 45 nominations), and the second most nominated overall, following Walt Disney[image: External link]. Williams won an Annie Award[image: External link] for his score for The Adventures of Tintin in 2012. In 2012, Williams scored Spielberg's film Lincoln[image: External link] and subsequently received his 48th Academy Award nomination.[48]

In February 2013, Williams conducted the Young Musician's Foundation Debut Orchestra and also expressed his interest in working in the Star Wars sequel trilogy, stating: "Now we’re hearing of a new set of movies coming in 2015, 2016... so I need to make sure I'm still ready to go in a few years for what I hope would be continued work with George."[49] He also scored the 2013 film The Book Thief[image: External link],[50] which marked his first collaboration with a director other than Spielberg since 2005. The score earned him Academy Award, Golden Globe and BAFTA nominations and earned him a Grammy Award for Best Instrumental Composition. It was his 44th nomination for Best Original Score (and 49th overall), setting a new record for the most nominations in that category (he previously tied Alfred Newman's record of 43 nominations in 2013).[26][51]

In 2015, he scored Star Wars: The Force Awakens, earning him his 50th Academy Award nomination.[52][53] Williams was also set to write the score for Bridge of Spies[image: External link] that year, which would have been his 27th collaboration with director Steven Spielberg.[54] However, in March 2015, it was announced that Thomas Newman[image: External link] would replace Williams for the film, as Williams's schedule was interrupted by a minor health issue and he became unavailable to score the film.[55] This is the first Spielberg film since The Color Purple[image: External link] (1985) not scored by Williams.[2]

In 2016, Williams composed the score for Spielberg's The BFG[image: External link], which opened in July 2016.

Williams will score the animated short film "Dear Basketball" directed by Glen Keane[image: External link] and based on a poem by Kobe Bryant[image: External link].[56]

Williams has expressed interest in composing the score for Star Wars: The Last Jedi, to be released on December 15, 2017. On June 9, 2016, an interview with Variety stated he "expects" to start working on it in 2017 if attached to the project. At a Tanglewood concert in August 2016, Williams confirmed he is scheduled to start scoring the film.[57] He has also been attached to compose the scores for Steven Spielberg's Ready Player One[image: External link] adaptation and the fifth Indiana Jones film[image: External link],[58][59] and is also presumed to be working on Star Wars Episode IX.

A three-disc box set compilation of all of William's musical scores for Steven Spielberg's films, titled John Williams & Steven Spielberg: The Ultimate Collection, will be released on March 17, 2017, which will include two previous score compilations from 1991 and 1995.[60]

Williams's body of work in film composing was featured in the 2017 documentary film SCORE: A Film Music Documentary.[61]
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 Conducting and performing




From 1980–93, Williams succeeded Arthur Fiedler[image: External link] as the Boston Pops Orchestra[image: External link]'s Principal Conductor. Williams never met Fiedler in person but spoke with him by telephone. His arrival as the Pops' new leader in the spring of 1980 allowed him to devote part of the Pops' first PBS broadcast of the season to presenting his new compositions for The Empire Strikes Back.

Williams almost ended his tenure with the Pops in 1984.[62] Considered a customary practice of opinion, some players hissed while sight-reading a new Williams composition in rehearsal; Williams abruptly left the session and turned in his resignation. He initially cited mounting conflicts with his film composing schedule, but later admitted a perceived lack of discipline in, and respect from, the Pops' ranks, culminating in this latest instance. After entreaties by the management and personal apologies from the musicians, Williams withdrew his resignation and continued as principal conductor for nine more years.[63] In 1995, he was succeeded by Keith Lockhart[image: External link], the former associate conductor of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] and Cincinnati Pops Orchestra[image: External link].

Williams is now the Pops' Laureate Conductor, thus maintaining his affiliation with its parent, the Boston Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] (BSO). Williams leads the Pops on several occasions each year, particularly during their Holiday Pops season and typically for a week of concerts in May. He conducts an annual Film Night at both Boston Symphony Hall and Tanglewood[image: External link], where he frequently enlists the Tanglewood Festival Chorus[image: External link], the BSO's official chorus.[64]

Williams has written many concert pieces, including a symphony; a Concerto for Horn written for Dale Clevenger, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link]'s Principal Hornist; a Concerto for Clarinet written for Michele Zukovsky[image: External link] (the Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link]'s Principal Clarinetist) in 1991;[65] a sinfonietta for wind ensemble; a cello concerto premiered by Yo-Yo Ma[image: External link] and the Boston Symphony Orchestra at Tanglewood in 1994; concertos for the flute and violin recorded by the London Symphony Orchestra[image: External link]; and a trumpet concerto, which was premiered by The Cleveland Orchestra[image: External link] and their principal trumpet Michael Sachs in September 1996.[66]

His bassoon concerto, "The Five Sacred Trees[image: External link]", which was premiered by the New York Philharmonic[image: External link] and principal bassoon player Judith LeClair[image: External link] in 1995, was recorded for Sony Classical by Williams with LeClair and the London Symphony Orchestra. Williams was the subject of an hour-long documentary for the BBC in 1980, and was featured in a report on 20/20[image: External link] in 1983.[67]

In 1985, Williams was commissioned by NBC to compose a television news music package[image: External link] for various network news spots. The package, which Williams named "The Mission[image: External link]," consists of four movements, two of which are still used heavily by NBC today for Today[image: External link], NBC Nightly News[image: External link], and Meet the Press[image: External link]. He composed the "Liberty Fanfare[image: External link]" for the Statue of Liberty[image: External link]'s rededication, "We're Lookin' Good!" for the Special Olympics in celebration of the 1987 International Summer Games, and themes for the 1984, 1988, 1996, and 2002 Olympic Games. His most recent concert work, "Seven for Luck", for soprano and orchestra, is a seven-piece song cycle based on the texts of former U.S. Poet Laureate Rita Dove[image: External link]. "Seven for Luck" was given its world premiere by the Boston Symphony under Williams with soprano Cynthia Haymon[image: External link].[66]

Williams makes annual appearances with the Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link] at the Hollywood Bowl[image: External link], and took part as conductor and composer in the orchestra's opening gala concerts for the Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link] in 2003. In 2004, Williams both served as the Grand Marshal for the Rose Parade, and directed "The Star Spangled Banner" at the Rose Bowl's beginning. In April 2005, Williams and the Boston Pops performed the "Throne Room Finale" from Star Wars at opening day in Fenway Park[image: External link] as the Boston Red Sox[image: External link], having won their first World Series[image: External link] championship since 1918, received their championship rings. For Game 1 of the 2007 World Series, Williams conducted a brass[image: External link]-and-drum ensemble[image: External link] through a new dissonant[image: External link] arrangement[image: External link] of the "Star Spangled Banner[image: External link]."[67]

In February 2004, April 2006, and September 2007, he conducted the New York Philharmonic[image: External link] at Avery Fisher Hall[image: External link] in New York City. The initial program was intended to be a one-time special event, and featured Williams's medley of Oscar-winning film scores first performed at the previous year's Academy Awards.[68] Its unprecedented popularity led to two concerts in 2006: fundraising gala events featuring personal recollections by film directors Martin Scorsese[image: External link] and Steven Spielberg[image: External link].[69][70] Continuing demand fueled three more concerts in 2007, which all sold out. These featured a tribute to the musicals of film director Stanley Donen[image: External link], and had the distinction of serving as the New York Philharmonic season's opening event.[71][72] After a three-season absence, Williams conducted the Philharmonic once again in October 2011.[73]

Maestro Williams also conducted the National Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], the U.S. Army Herald Trumpets[image: External link], the Joint Armed Forces Chorus, and the Choral Arts Society of Washington[image: External link] performing his new arrangement of "The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link]" for its 200th anniversary. The performance was held at A Capitol Fourth[image: External link], an Independence Day[image: External link] celebration concert in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], on July 4, 2014.[74]

At Star Wars Celebration Orlando, Williams performed a surprise concert along with the Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link], featuring "Princess Leia's Theme" (a tribute to the recent passing of Carrie Fisher), "The Imperial March" and "Main Title" followed by George Lucas saying, "The secret sauce of Star Wars, the greatest composer-conductor in the universe, John Williams."
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 Personal life




Williams married Barbara Ruick[image: External link], an American actress and singer, in 1956. Together they had three children: Jennifer (b. 1956), Mark Towner Williams (b. 1958), and Joseph[image: External link] (b. 1960), who is the lead singer of Toto[image: External link]. The two remained married until her death in 1974. In 1980, Williams married Samantha Winslow, a photographer.[75]
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 Awards




John Williams has been nominated for 50 Academy Awards, winning 5; 6 Emmy Awards[image: External link], winning 3; 25 Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], winning 4; 67 Grammy Awards[image: External link], winning 23; and has received 7 British Academy Film Awards. With 50 Oscar nominations, Williams currently holds the record for the most Oscar nominations for a living person,[76][77] and is the second most nominated person in Academy Awards history behind Walt Disney[image: External link]'s 59. Forty-five of Williams's Oscar nominations are for Best Original Score and five are for Best Original Song[image: External link]. He won four Oscars for Best Original Score[image: External link] and one for Best Scoring: Adaptation and Original Song Score (Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]).

Williams has been inducted into the American Classical Music Hall of Fame and the Hollywood Bowl Hall of Fame[image: External link]. Williams was honored with the annual Richard Kirk award at the 1999 BMI[image: External link] Film and TV Awards, recognizing his contribution to film and television music.[78] In 2004, he received Kennedy Center Honors. He won a Classic Brit Award[image: External link] in 2005 for his soundtrack work of the previous year.

Notably, Williams has won the Grammy Award for Best Instrumental Composition[image: External link] for his scores for Star Wars, Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link], Superman, The Empire Strikes Back, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, Angela's Ashes, Munich, Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, and The Book Thief. The competition includes not only composers of film scores, but also composers of instrumental music of any genre, including composers of classical fare such as symphonies[image: External link] and chamber music[image: External link].

Williams received an Honorary Doctor of Music[image: External link] degree from Boston College[image: External link] in 1993[79] and from Harvard University[image: External link] in 2017.[80]

In 2003, the International Olympic Committee[image: External link] accorded Williams its highest individual honor, the Olympic Order[image: External link].[81]

In 2009, Williams received the National Medal of Arts[image: External link] in the White House in Washington, D.C. for his achievements in symphonic music for films, and "as a pre-eminent composer and conductor [whose] scores have defined and inspired modern movie-going for decades."[82]

Williams was made an honorary brother of Kappa Kappa Psi[image: External link] at Boston University[image: External link] in the late 1980s.[83] In 2013, Williams was presented with the Ken Burns[image: External link] Lifetime Achievement Award.[84]
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 AFI




In 2005, the American Film Institute selected Williams's richly thematic and highly popular score to 1977's Star Wars as the greatest American film score of all time[image: External link]. His scores for Jaws and E.T. also appeared on the list, at No. 6 and No. 14, respectively.[85] He is the only composer to have three scores on the list. Williams received the AFI Life Achievement Award[image: External link] in June 2016, becoming the first composer to receive the award.[86]
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 Academy Awards






	Year
	Project
	Category
	Result



	1967[image: External link]
	Valley of the Dolls[image: External link]
	Best Score Adaptation
	Nominated



	1969[image: External link]
	Goodbye, Mr Chips[image: External link]
	Best Score Adaptation
	Nominated



	The Reivers[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	1971[image: External link]
	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]
	Best Scoring Adaptation and Original Song Score
	Won



	1972[image: External link]
	Images[image: External link]
	Best Original Dramatic Score
	Nominated



	The Poseidon Adventure[image: External link]
	Best Original Dramatic Score
	Nominated



	1973[image: External link]
	Cinderella Liberty[image: External link]
	Best Original Dramatic Score
	Nominated



	"Nice to Be Around[image: External link]" (from Cinderella Liberty[image: External link])
	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Tom Sawyer[image: External link]
	Best Score Adaptation
	Nominated



	1974[image: External link]
	The Towering Inferno[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	1975[image: External link]
	Jaws[image: External link]
	Best Original Dramatic Score
	Won



	1977[image: External link]
	Star Wars[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Won



	Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	1978[image: External link]
	Superman[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	1980[image: External link]
	The Empire Strikes Back
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	1981[image: External link]
	Raiders of the Lost Ark
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	1982[image: External link]
	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Won



	"If We Were in Love" (from Yes, Giorgio[image: External link])
	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1983[image: External link]
	Return of the Jedi
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	1984[image: External link]
	Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	The River[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	1987[image: External link]
	Empire of the Sun[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	The Witches of Eastwick[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	1988[image: External link]
	The Accidental Tourist[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	1989[image: External link]
	Born on the Fourth of July[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	1990[image: External link]
	Home Alone[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	"Somewhere in My Memory" (from Home Alone[image: External link])
	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1991[image: External link]
	JFK[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	"When You're Alone" (from Hook[image: External link])
	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1993[image: External link]
	Schindler's List[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Won



	1995[image: External link]
	Nixon[image: External link]
	Best Original Dramatic Score
	Nominated



	Sabrina[image: External link]
	Best Original Musical or Comedy Score
	Nominated



	"Moonlight" (from Sabrina[image: External link])
	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1996[image: External link]
	Sleepers[image: External link]
	Best Original Dramatic Score
	Nominated



	1997[image: External link]
	Amistad[image: External link]
	Best Original Dramatic Score
	Nominated



	1998[image: External link]
	Saving Private Ryan[image: External link]
	Best Original Dramatic Score
	Nominated



	1999[image: External link]
	Angela's Ashes[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	2000[image: External link]
	The Patriot[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	2001[image: External link]
	A.I. Artificial Intelligence[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	2002[image: External link]
	Catch Me If You Can[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	2004[image: External link]
	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	2005[image: External link]
	Memoirs of a Geisha[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	Munich[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	2011[image: External link]
	The Adventures of Tintin[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	War Horse[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	2012[image: External link]
	Lincoln[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	The Book Thief[image: External link]
	Best Original Score
	Nominated



	2015[image: External link]
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Best Original Score
	Nominated
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 BAFTA Awards






	Year
	Project
	Category
	Result



	1975
	Jaws[image: External link]
	Best Film Music
	Won



	1978
	Star Wars
	Best Film Music
	Won



	Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]
	Best Film Music
	Nominated



	1980
	The Empire Strikes Back
	Best Film Music
	Won



	1981
	Raiders of the Lost Ark
	Best Film Music
	Nominated



	1982
	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link]
	Best Film Music
	Won



	1988
	Empire of the Sun[image: External link]
	Best Film Music
	Won



	1993
	Schindler's List[image: External link]
	Best Film Music
	Won



	1998
	Saving Private Ryan[image: External link]
	Best Film Music
	Nominated



	2002
	Catch Me If You Can[image: External link]
	Best Film Music
	Nominated



	2005
	Memoirs of a Geisha[image: External link]
	Best Film Music
	Won



	2011
	War Horse[image: External link]
	Best Film Music
	Nominated



	2012
	Lincoln[image: External link]
	Best Film Music
	Nominated



	2013
	The Book Thief[image: External link]
	Best Film Music
	Nominated



	2015
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Best Film Music
	Nominated
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 Emmy Awards






	Year
	Project
	Category
	Result



	1962[image: External link]
	Alcoa Premiere[image: External link]
	Outstanding Achievement in Original Music Composed for Television
	Nominated



	1963[image: External link]
	Alcoa Premiere[image: External link]
	Outstanding Achievement in Composing Original Music
	Nominated



	1968[image: External link]
	Heidi[image: External link]
	Outstanding Achievement in Musical Composition
	Won



	1971[image: External link]
	Jane Eyre[image: External link]
	Outstanding Achievement in Musical Composition
	Won



	2002[image: External link]
	The 74th Academy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Music Direction
	Nominated



	2009[image: External link]
	Great Performances[image: External link]
	Outstanding Original Main Title Theme Music[image: External link]
	Won[87]
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 Golden Globe Awards






	Year
	Project
	Category
	Result



	1972[image: External link]
	The Poseidon Adventure[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1973[image: External link]
	Cinderella Liberty[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Tom Sawyer[image: External link] (with Richard M. Sherman[image: External link] and Robert B. Sherman[image: External link])
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1974[image: External link]
	Earthquake[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1975[image: External link]
	Jaws[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Won



	1977[image: External link]
	Star Wars
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Won



	Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1978[image: External link]
	Superman[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1980[image: External link]
	The Empire Strikes Back
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1982[image: External link]
	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Won



	"If We Were In Love" (with Alan and Marilyn Bergman[image: External link]) from Yes, Giorgio[image: External link]
	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1984[image: External link]
	The River[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1987[image: External link]
	Empire of the Sun[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1988[image: External link]
	The Accidental Tourist[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1989[image: External link]
	Born on the Fourth of July[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1993[image: External link]
	Schindler's List[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1995[image: External link]
	"Moonlight" (with Alan and Marilyn Bergman[image: External link]) from Sabrina[image: External link]
	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1997[image: External link]
	Seven Years in Tibet[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1998[image: External link]
	Saving Private Ryan[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1999[image: External link]
	Angela's Ashes[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2001[image: External link]
	A.I. Artificial Intelligence[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2005[image: External link]
	Memoirs of a Geisha[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Won



	2011[image: External link]
	War Horse[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012[image: External link]
	Lincoln[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	The Book Thief[image: External link]
	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Nominated





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Grammy Awards






	Year
	Project
	Category
	Result



	1962[image: External link]
	Checkmate
	Best Soundtrack Album or Recording or Score from Motion Picture or Television[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1975[image: External link]
	Jaws[image: External link]
	Album of Best Original Score Written for a Motion Picture or a Television Special[image: External link]
	Won



	1978[image: External link]
	"Main Title" from Star Wars
	Best Instrumental Composition[image: External link]
	Won



	Star Wars[image: External link]
	Best Pop Instrumental Recording[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Original Score Written For A Motion Picture Or A Television Special[image: External link]
	Won



	Album of the Year[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1979[image: External link]
	"Theme from Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]"
	Best Instrumental Composition
	Won



	Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]
	Best Album of Original Score Written for a Motion Picture
	Won



	1980[image: External link]
	"Main Title Theme from Superman"
	Best Instrumental Composition
	Won



	Best Pop Instrumental Performance
	Nominated



	Superman[image: External link]
	Best Album of Original Score Written for a Motion Picture
	Won



	1981[image: External link]
	"Yoda's Theme"
	Best Pop Instrumental Performance
	Nominated



	Best Instrumental Composition
	Nominated



	"The Empire Strikes Back"
	Won



	"Imperial March" (Darth Vader's Theme)
	Nominated



	Star Wars Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link]
	Best Album of Original Score Written for a Motion Picture
	Won



	1982[image: External link]
	Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link]
	Best Album of Original Score Written for a Motion Picture
	Won



	1983[image: External link]
	"Adventures on Earth"
	Best Instrumental Composition
	Nominated



	"Flying" (Theme from E.T.)
	Won



	Best Arrangement on an Instrumental Recording[image: External link]
	Won



	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link]
	Best Pop Instrument Performance
	Nominated



	Best Album of Original Score Written for a Motion Picture
	Won



	1984[image: External link]
	Star Wars Episode VI: Return of the Jedi[image: External link]
	Best Instrumental Composition Written for a Motion Picture or for Television[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1985[image: External link]
	Olympic Fanfare and Theme
	Best Instrumental Composition
	Won



	1986[image: External link]
	Prokofiev[image: External link]: Peter and the Wolf[image: External link]
	Best Recording for Children
	Nominated



	1988[image: External link]
	The Witches of Eastwick[image: External link]
	Best Instrumental Composition Written for a Motion Picture or for Television
	Nominated



	1989[image: External link]
	"Olympic Spirit"
	Best Instrumental Composition
	Nominated



	Empire of the Sun[image: External link]
	Best Instrumental Composition Written for a Motion Picture or for Television
	Nominated



	1990[image: External link]
	Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade[image: External link]
	Best Instrumental Composition Written for a Motion Picture or for Television
	Nominated



	1991[image: External link]
	Born on the Fourth of July
	Best Arrangement on an Instrumental Recording
	Nominated



	1992[image: External link]
	The Star Wars Trilogy
	Best Pop Instrumental Performance
	Nominated



	"Home Alone Main Title"
	Best Arrangement on an Instrumental
	Nominated



	"Somewhere in My Memory" (with Leslie Bricusse[image: External link]) from Home Alone[image: External link]
	Best Song Written Specifically for a Motion Picture or for Television[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1993[image: External link]
	Hook[image: External link]
	Best Pop Instrumental Performance
	Nominated



	Best Instrumental Composition Written for a Motion Picture or for Television
	Nominated



	1994[image: External link]
	Jurassic Park[image: External link]
	Best Instrumental Composition Written for a Motion Picture or for Television
	Nominated



	1995[image: External link]
	Schindler's List[image: External link]
	Instrumental Composition for a Motion Picture or Television[image: External link]
	Won



	1997[image: External link]
	"Moonlight" (with Alan and Marilyn Bergman[image: External link]) from Sabrina[image: External link]
	Best Song Written Specifically for a Motion Picture or for Television
	Nominated



	1998[image: External link]
	Seven Years in Tibet[image: External link]
	Best Instrumental Composition Written for a Motion Picture or for Television
	Nominated



	The Lost World: Jurassic Park[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1999[image: External link]
	Saving Private Ryan[image: External link]
	Best Instrumental Composition Written for a Motion Picture or for Television
	Won



	Amistad[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Gershwin Fantasy
	Best Classical Crossover Album[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2000[image: External link]
	Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media[image: External link]
	Nominated



	"Stella by Starlight" (from The Uninvited) from: Cinema Serenade 2: The Golden Age
	Best Instrumental Arrangement
	Nominated



	2001[image: External link]
	"Theme" from Angela's Ashes[image: External link]
	Best Instrumental Composition
	Won



	2002[image: External link]
	Artificial Intelligence: A.I.[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media
	Nominated



	2003[image: External link]
	"Hedwig's Theme"
	Best Instrumental Composition
	Nominated



	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media
	Nominated



	2004[image: External link]
	Catch Me If You Can[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media
	Nominated



	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2005[image: External link]
	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media
	Nominated



	2006[image: External link]
	Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media
	Nominated



	2007[image: External link]
	Memoirs of a Geisha[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media
	Won



	Munich[image: External link]
	Nominated



	"A Prayer For Peace" (Theme from Munich)
	Best Instrumental Composition
	Won



	"Sayuri's Theme and End Credits" (Theme from Memoirs of a Geisha)
	Nominated



	2009[image: External link]
	Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull
	Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media
	Nominated



	"The Adventures of Mutt" from Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull
	Best Instrumental Composition
	Won



	2012[image: External link]
	The Adventures of Tintin[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack For Visual Media
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	Lincoln[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack for Visual Media
	Nominated



	2014[image: External link]
	"The Book Thief" from The Book Thief[image: External link]
	Best Instrumental Composition
	Won



	2016[image: External link]
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Best Score Soundtrack for Visual Media
	Won
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 Charting hits (U.S., Billboard)





	1977 – "Star Wars Theme – Main Title," No. 10
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 Concert works
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 Concertos





	1969: Concerto for Flute and Orchestra

	1976: Concerto for Violin and Orchestra

	1985: Concerto for Tuba and Orchestra

	1991: Concerto for Clarinet and Orchestra

	1993: Concerto for Bassoon and Orchestra, The Five Sacred Trees[image: External link]


	1994: Concerto for Cello and Orchestra

	1996: Concerto for Trumpet and Orchestra

	2000: TreeSong for Violin and Orchestra

	2002: Heartwood: Lyric Sketches for Cello and Orchestra

	2002: Escapades for Alto Saxophone and Orchestra (cut from the Catch Me If You Can[image: External link] film score)

	2003: Concerto for Horn and Orchestra[image: External link]


	2007: Duo Concertante for Violin and Viola

	2009: Concerto for Viola and Orchestra

	2009: On Willows and Birches, for Harp and Orchestra

	2011: Concerto for Oboe and Orchestra
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 Other orchestral works





	1965: Prelude and Fugue on Stan Kenton Conducts the Los Angeles Neophonic Orchestra[image: External link] (Capitol, 1965)

	1965: Symphony #1

	1968: Sinfonietta for Wind Ensemble

	1975: Thomas and the King[image: External link] – Musical

	1980: Jubilee 350 Fanfare

	1984: Olympic Fanfare & Theme

	1986: Liberty Fanfare[image: External link]


	1987: A Hymn to New England

	1988: Fanfare for Michael Dukakis

	1988: For New York[image: External link]


	1990: Celebrate Discovery

	1993: Sound the Bells!

	1994: Song for World Peace

	1995: Variations on Happy Birthday

	1999: American Journey[image: External link]


	2003: Soundings[image: External link]


	2007: Star Spangled Banner

	2008: A Timeless Call


	2012: Fanfare for Fenway

	2012: Seven for Luck for soprano and orchestra

	2013: For 'The President's Own'

	2014: Star Spangled Banner

	2014: Scherzo for Piano and Orchestra
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 Chamber works





	1951: Sonata for Piano

	1997: Elegy for Cello and Piano

	2001: Three Pieces for solo Cello

	2009: Air and Simple Gifts[image: External link] for violin, cello, clarinet and piano

	2011: Quartet La Jolla for violin, cello, clarinet and harp

	2012: Rounds for solo guitar

	2013: Conversations for solo Piano

	2014: Music for Brass for Brass Ensemble and Percussion
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 Discography




Main article: John Williams discography[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of compositions by John Williams[image: External link]

	Music of Harry Potter[image: External link]

	Music of Star Wars

	Music of Superman[image: External link]
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Dan Mindel






Daniel "Dan" Mindel, B.S.C[image: External link], A.S.C.[image: External link] (born 27 May 1958) is a South African-American[image: External link] cinematographer. He is known for his frequent work with film directors[image: External link] Ridley Scott[image: External link], Tony Scott[image: External link] and J. J. Abrams.

Mindel received education in Australia and in Britain. He began his career as a camera loader[image: External link] before becoming a clapper loader[image: External link] and assistant cameraman[image: External link] on John Boorman[image: External link]'s 1985 film[image: External link], The Emerald Forest[image: External link], under French[image: External link] cinematographer Philippe Rousselot[image: External link]. He soon after moved to the United States and began working on commercials[image: External link] for Ridley and Tony Scott, among several other directors.[1]

Throughout the 1990s, Mindel worked as a camera operator or photographer[image: External link] on feature films directed by either Tony Scott or Ridley Scott, including Thelma & Louise[image: External link] and Crimson Tide[image: External link]. In 1997, Mindel was assigned as second unit[image: External link] director of photography on Ridley Scott's G.I. Jane[image: External link]. This opened the door for Mindel to become director of photography on Tony Scott's 1998 action[image: External link]- thriller[image: External link], Enemy of the State[image: External link].

Mindel went on to serve as director of photography for films such as Shanghai Noon[image: External link], Stuck on You[image: External link], The Skeleton Key[image: External link], John Carter[image: External link], and Tony Scott's Spy Game[image: External link] and Domino[image: External link]. He has also done additional photography for the films The Bourne Identity[image: External link] and Lions for Lambs[image: External link].

Director J. J. Abrams selected Mindel to be director of photography on 2006's Mission: Impossible III. Mindel worked with Abrams again as the cinematographer of 2009's Star Trek and its follow-up, Star Trek Into Darkness.

Mindel is married to Lisa Fallon Mindel and has four kids, Samuel (Sam), Eden, Molly, and Lily.

Mindel was the director of photography on Star Wars: The Force Awakens, which was released on December 18, 2015.[2]

Filmography

As cinematographer



	Year
	Film
	Director
	Other notes



	1996
	Recon
	Breck Eisner[image: External link]
	



	1998
	Enemy of the State[image: External link]
	Tony Scott[image: External link]
	



	2000
	Shanghai Noon[image: External link]
	Tom Dey[image: External link]
	



	2000
	Sand[image: External link]
	Matt Palmieri
	



	2001
	Spy Game[image: External link]
	Tony Scott
	



	2003
	Stuck on You[image: External link]
	The Farrelly Brothers[image: External link]
	



	2005
	Domino[image: External link]
	Tony Scott
	



	2005
	The Skeleton Key[image: External link]
	Iain Softley[image: External link]
	



	2006
	Mission: Impossible III
	J. J. Abrams
	



	2009
	Star Trek
	



	2012
	John Carter[image: External link]
	Andrew Stanton[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Savages[image: External link]
	Oliver Stone[image: External link]
	



	2013
	Star Trek Into Darkness
	J. J. Abrams
	



	2014
	The Amazing Spider-Man 2[image: External link]
	Marc Webb[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	J. J. Abrams
	



	2016
	Zoolander No. 2[image: External link]
	Ben Stiller[image: External link]
	



	2017
	God Particle
	Julius Onah[image: External link]
	



	2018
	Pacific Rim: Uprising[image: External link]
	Steven S. DeKnight[image: External link]
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Mary Jo Markey






Mary Jo Markey is an American television and film editor[image: External link].[1] Markey has been elected to membership of the American Cinema Editors[image: External link] society.[2] She is a frequent collaborator with J. J. Abrams.

Markey has edited several mainstream films including The Perks of Being a Wallflower[image: External link] and Mission: Impossible III. She has also worked as an editor on several television shows, such as three episodes of Felicity, Breaking News[image: External link], Skin[image: External link], fourteen episodes of Alias, and was also chief editor on Lost.

She worked with Abrams on three of his television shows (Felicity, Alias, and Lost), and, as of 2015, on all five of his feature films as director collaboratively with Maryann Brandon.[3] Markey worked with Abrams on Star Wars: The Force Awakens, which was released in December 2015.[4] Along with her co-editor Brandon, she received an Academy Award nomination for Best Film Editing for her work on the film.[5]

In her role editing Abrams' Star Trek, she reported she did not realize that he intended to make extensive use of lens flares[image: External link] and bright lighting, and contacted the film developers asking why the film seemed overexposed.[6]
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Maryann Brandon






Maryann Brandon is an American television and film editor[image: External link].[1] She is represented by Innovative Artists and has been elected to membership in the American Cinema Editors[image: External link] society.[2][3] She is a frequent collaborator with J. J. Abrams.

Brandon earned a Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] nomination for her editing work on the popular television series[image: External link] Alias, created by Abrams. Brandon was also an associate producer on Alias during its final season. She has since edited all of Abrams' films collaboratively with Mary Jo Markey.[4] Brandon worked with Abrams on Star Wars: The Force Awakens, which was released in December 2015. [5] She received an Academy Award nomination for Best Film Editing for her work on the film, sharing the nomination with Mary Jo Markey.[6]

In her role editing Abrams' Star Trek, she reported that neither editor had been told that he intended to make extensive use of lens flares[image: External link] and bright lighting, and they initially contacted the film developers asking why the film seemed overexposed.[7]

Partial filmography


	
Bingo[image: External link] – 1991

	
The Birds II: Land's End[image: External link] – 1994

	
Born to Be Wild[image: External link] – 1995

	
Grumpier Old Men[image: External link] – 1995 (co-edited with Seth Flaum and Billy Weber[image: External link])

	
A Thousand Acres[image: External link] – 1997

	
The Miracle Worker[image: External link] – 2000

	
Alias – 2001–05

	
Mission: Impossible III – 2006 (co-edited with Mary Jo Markey)

	
The Jane Austen Book Club[image: External link] – 2007

	
Star Trek – 2009 (co-edited with Mary Jo Markey)

	
How to Train Your Dragon[image: External link] – 2010 (co-edited with Darren T. Holmes[image: External link])

	
Super 8 – 2011 (co-edited with Mary Jo Markey)

	
Kung Fu Panda 2[image: External link] – 2011 (co-edited with Clare Knight)

	
Star Trek Into Darkness – 2013 (co-edited with Mary Jo Markey)

	
Endless Love[image: External link] – 2014

	
Star Wars: The Force Awakens – 2015 (co-edited with Mary Jo Markey)

	
Passengers[image: External link] – 2016

	
The Darkest Minds[image: External link] - 2018
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Lucasfilm






Lucasfilm Ltd. LLC[3] is an American film and television production company[image: External link] based in the Letterman Digital Arts Center[image: External link] in San Francisco[image: External link], California[image: External link]. The studio is best known for creating and producing the Star Wars and Indiana Jones franchises, as well as its leadership in developing special effects[image: External link], sound and computer animation[image: External link] for film. Lucasfilm was founded by filmmaker George Lucas in 1971 in San Rafael[image: External link], California; most of the company's operations were moved to San Francisco in 2005.[4] The Walt Disney Company acquired Lucasfilm in 2012 at a valuation of $4.06 billion.[5]
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 Independent era (1971–2012)




Lucasfilm was founded by filmmaker George Lucas in 1971,[6] and incorporated as Lucasfilm Ltd. on September 12, 1977.[7]

On July 8, 2005, Lucasfilm's marketing, online, and licensing units moved into the new Letterman Digital Arts Center[image: External link] located in the Presidio[image: External link] in San Francisco[image: External link]. It shares the complex with Industrial Light & Magic. Lucasfilm had planned an expansion at Skywalker Ranch[image: External link] in Marin County[image: External link], California, but shelved the plan in 2012 due to opposition from neighbors. However, it still plans to expand elsewhere.[8] Skywalker Sound remains the only Lucasfilm division based at Skywalker Ranch.[9]

In January 2012, Lucas announced his retirement from producing large-scale blockbuster[image: External link] films and instead re-focusing his career on smaller, independently budgeted features.[10][11]

In June 2012, it was announced that producer Kathleen Kennedy, a long-term collaborator with Steven Spielberg and a producer of the Indiana Jones films, had been appointed as co-chair of Lucasfilm Ltd. It was reported that Kennedy would work alongside Lucas, who would remain chief executive and serve as co-chairman for at least one year, after which she would succeed him as the company's sole leader. She would in June 2013 and is now chairperson of Lucasfilm.[12]

On September 5, 2012, Micheline Chau, who served as president and COO of Lucasfilm for two decades, announced that she was retiring. With her departure, senior executives for each of the Lucasfilm divisions will report directly to Kathleen Kennedy. Chau was credited with keeping the Lucasfilm and Star Wars brands strong, especially through animation spin-offs and licensing initiatives.[13]
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 Disney subsidiary (2012–present)




Discussions relating to the possibility of The Walt Disney Company signing a distribution deal with Lucasfilm officially began in May 2011, after a meeting that George Lucas had with Disney CEO Bob Iger during the inauguration of the Star Tours–The Adventures Continue[image: External link] attraction.[14] Lucas told Iger he was considering retirement and planned to sell the company, as well as the Star Wars franchise.[15] On October 30, 2012, Disney announced a deal to acquire Lucasfilm for $4.05 billion,[16] with approximately half in cash and half in shares of Disney stock.[17] Lucasfilm had previously collaborated with the company's Walt Disney Imagineering[image: External link] division to create theme park attractions centered on Star Wars and Indiana Jones for various Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link] worldwide.[18]

Kathleen Kennedy, co-chairman of Lucasfilm, became president of Lucasfilm, reporting to Walt Disney Studios Chairman Alan Horn[image: External link]. Additionally she serves as the brand manager for Star Wars, working directly with Disney's global lines of business to build, further integrate, and maximize the value of this global franchise. Kennedy serves as producer on new Star Wars feature films, with George Lucas originally announced as serving as creative consultant.[19] The company also announced the future release of new Star Wars films, starting with Star Wars: The Force Awakens in 2015.[18]

Under the deal, Disney acquired ownership of Star Wars, Indiana Jones, and Lucasfilm's operating businesses in live-action film production, consumer products, video games, animation, visual effects, and audio post-production.[20] Disney also acquired Lucasfilm's portfolio of entertainment technologies. The intent was for Lucasfilm employees to remain in their current locations.[21] Star Wars merchandising would begin under Disney in the fiscal year 2014.[22] Starting with Star Wars Rebels, certain products will be co-branded with the Disney brand,[23][24] akin to what Disney has done with Pixar.[25] On December 4, 2012, the Disney-Lucasfilm merger was approved by the Federal Trade Commission[image: External link], allowing the acquisition to be finalized without dealing with antitrust[image: External link] problems.[26] On December 18, 2012, Lucasfilm Ltd. was reincorporated as Lucasfilm Ltd. LLC,[27] and on December 21, 2012, the deal was announced to be completed, because of which Lucasfilm became a wholly owned subsidiary of Disney.[5]

Iger confirmed that Lucasfilm had plans to have stand-alone Star Wars films with Lawrence Kasdan and Simon Kinberg lined up to develop the movies that would be released sometime during the six-year period the sequel trilogy will be released.[28]

In April 2013, the development arm of the LucasArts division was closed down and most of its staff was laid off.[29][30] However, LucasArts remained open with a skeleton staff of fewer than ten employees so it could retain its function as a video game licensor.[31] On May 6, 2013, Disney announced an exclusive deal with Electronic Arts[image: External link] to produce Star Wars games for the core gaming market. LucasArts retained the ability to license, and Disney Interactive Studios[image: External link] retained the ability to develop, Star Wars games for the casual gaming market.[32][33]

20th Century Fox, the original distributor of the first six Star Wars films, still retains the physical distribution rights to the original two Star Wars trilogies, currently owning permanent full distribution rights for the original 1977 film, while also holding the theatrical and home video distribution rights to Episodes I–III, V, and VI until May 2020.[34] Lucasfilm retains the television and digital distribution rights to all the Star Wars films except the original.[35] In December 2013, Walt Disney Studios purchased the distribution and marketing rights to future Indiana Jones films from Paramount Pictures[image: External link], although the latter studio will retain the distribution rights to first four films and will receive "financial participation" from any additional films.[36][37]

On January 3, 2014, Lucasfilm announced that Dark Horse Comics[image: External link]' license for Star Wars comics would end in 2015, and return to fellow Disney subsidiary Marvel Comics.[38] On April 24, 2014, Lucasfilm announced that the Star Wars expanded universe would no longer be explicitly sub canon (but may be drawn upon for future works) and that The Clone Wars and Rebels animated series would be considered canon and future Star Wars projects would be overseen by a new story group to keep to that canon. Additionally, the Star Wars Legends banner would be used for those Expanded Universe materials that are in print.[39] Disney Publishing Worldwide also announced that Del Rey would publish a new line of canon Star Wars books under the Lucasfilm Story Group being released starting in September on a bi-monthly schedule.[40]
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 Company structure





	
Industrial Light & Magic – visual effects[image: External link]

	ILMxLAB





	
Skywalker Sound – post-production sound design

	
LucasArts Entertainment Company, LLC – video games (All internal video game development was halted in April 2013, but it retained its function as a Lucasfilm-branded video game publisher and licensor, retaining fewer than 10 employees.)[29][31][41]


	
Lucasfilm Animation Ltd. LLC – animation[image: External link]

	Lucasfilm Animation Singapore





	Lucas Licensing – licensing and merchandising

	Lucas Books – book publishing imprint of Del Rey Books[image: External link], licensed from Lucasfilm.[42]






	Lucas Online – websites[43]

	StarWars.com





	Lucasfilm Story Group (2012–[40]) The first two revealed members were Pablo Hidalgo and Leland Chee[44] headed by Kiri Hart[45] as Lucasfilm's SVP, Development.
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 Former divisions





	
Kerner Optical – Practical effects division (model shop) and 3D development team (spun off from ILM in 2006 and subsequently went bankrupt in 2011)[46]


	
Pixar Animation Studios – Computer animation film production company that was sold to Steve Jobs[image: External link] in 1986. It became a subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company in 2006, six years prior to the Disney acquisition of Lucasfilm.

	
THX Ltd. – Theater sound system (spun off from Lucasfilm in 2001)[47] Creative Technology[image: External link] owned 60% of THX,[48] and then sold to Razer Inc.[image: External link] in 2016.
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 Filmography






	Year
	Film
	Director(s)
	Story by
	Screenwriter(s)
	Distributor(s)
	Budget
	Gross



	1973
	American Graffiti
	George Lucas
	George Lucas, Gloria Katz[image: External link] and Willard Huyck[image: External link]
	Universal Pictures[image: External link]
	$777,000
	$140 million



	1977
	Star Wars
	George Lucas
	20th Century Fox
	$11 million
	$775.4 million



	1979
	More American Graffiti
	Bill L. Norton[image: External link]
	Universal Studios
	$3 million
	$15 million



	1980
	The Empire Strikes Back
	Irvin Kershner[image: External link]
	George Lucas
	George Lucas, Leigh Brackett[image: External link] and Lawrence Kasdan
	20th Century Fox1
	$33 million
	$538.4 million



	1981
	Raiders of the Lost Ark
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	George Lucas and Philip Kaufman[image: External link]
	Lawrence Kasdan
	Paramount Pictures[image: External link]
	$18 million
	$389.9 million



	1983
	Return of the Jedi
	Richard Marquand[image: External link]
	George Lucas
	George Lucas and Lawrence Kasdan
	20th Century Fox1
	$42.7 million
	$572.1 million



	Twice Upon a Time
	John Korty[image: External link] and Charles Swenson[image: External link]
	John Korty[image: External link], Bill Couturié[image: External link] and Suella Kennedy
	John Korty, Charles Swenson, Suella Kennedy and Bill Couturié
	Warner Bros.
	Unknown



	1984
	Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom
	Steven Spielberg
	George Lucas
	Willard Huyck and Gloria Katz
	Paramount Pictures
	$28.2 million
	$333.1 million



	1985
	Latino
	Haskell Wexler[image: External link]
	Cinecom Pictures[image: External link]
	Unknown



	Mishima: A Life in Four Chapters
	Paul Schrader[image: External link]
	Leonard Schrader[image: External link], Paul Schrader and Chieko Schrader
	Warner Bros.
	$5 million
	$20,758



	1986
	Labyrinth
	Jim Henson[image: External link]
	Dennis Lee[image: External link] and Jim Henson
	Terry Jones[image: External link]
	TriStar Pictures[image: External link]
	$27.68 million
	$11.6 million



	Howard the Duck
	Willard Huyck[image: External link]
	Willard Huyck and Gloria Katz
	Universal Pictures
	$37 million
	$48 million



	1988
	Willow
	Ron Howard[image: External link]
	George Lucas
	Bob Dolman[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link]
	$35 million
	$57.3 million



	Tucker: The Man and His Dream
	Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link]
	Arnold Schulman[image: External link] and David Seidler[image: External link]
	Paramount Pictures
	$24 million
	$19.7 million



	The Land Before Time
	Don Bluth[image: External link]
	Judy Freudberg[image: External link] and Tony Geiss[image: External link]
	Stu Krieger
	Universal Pictures
	$12.5 million
	$84.4 million



	1989
	Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade
	Steven Spielberg
	George Lucas and Menno Meyjes[image: External link]
	Jeffrey Boam[image: External link]
	Paramount Pictures
	$48 million
	$474.2 million



	1994
	Radioland Murders
	Mel Smith[image: External link]
	George Lucas
	Willard Huyck, Gloria Katz, Jeff Reno and Ron Osborn
	Universal Pictures
	$15 million
	$1.3 million



	1999
	Star Wars: Episode I –

The Phantom Menace
	George Lucas
	20th Century Fox1
	$115 million
	$1.027 billion



	2002
	Star Wars: Episode II –

Attack of the Clones
	George Lucas
	George Lucas and Jonathan Hales[image: External link]
	$115 million
	$649.4 million



	2005
	Star Wars: Episode III –

Revenge of the Sith
	George Lucas
	$113 million
	$848.8 million



	2008
	Indiana Jones

and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull
	Steven Spielberg
	George Lucas and Jeff Nathanson[image: External link]
	David Koepp[image: External link]
	Paramount Pictures
	$185 million
	$786.6 million



	Star Wars: The Clone Wars
	Dave Filoni
	George Lucas
	Henry Gilroy[image: External link], Steven Melching and Scott Murphy[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	$8.5 million
	$68.3 million



	2012
	Red Tails
	Anthony Hemingway[image: External link]
	George Lucas and John Ridley[image: External link]
	John Ridley and Aaron McGruder[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	$58 million
	$50.4 million



	2015
	Strange Magic
	Gary Rydstrom
	George Lucas
	David Berenbaum, Irene Mecchi[image: External link] and Gary Rydstrom
	Walt Disney Studios

Motion Pictures
	Unknown
	$13.6 million



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	J. J. Abrams
	Lawrence Kasdan, J. J. Abrams and Michael Arndt
	$245 million
	$2.068 billion



	2016
	Rogue One
	Gareth Edwards[image: External link]
	John Knoll[image: External link] and Gary Whitta[image: External link]
	Chris Weitz[image: External link] and Tony Gilroy[image: External link]
	$200 million
	$1.056 billion
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 Planned






	Year
	Film
	Director(s)
	Story by
	Screenwriter(s)
	Distributor(s)
	Status



	2017
	Star Wars: The Last Jedi
	Rian Johnson
	Walt Disney Studios

Motion Pictures
	Post-Production



	2018
	Untitled Han Solo Anthology film
	Phil Lord and Christopher Miller[image: External link]
	Lawrence Kasdan and Jon Kasdan[image: External link][49]
	Filming



	2019
	Star Wars: Episode IX[image: External link]
	Colin Trevorrow
	Colin Trevorrow and Derek Connolly[image: External link]
	Development[50]



	2020
	Untitled fifth Indiana Jones film
	Steven Spielberg
	David Koepp[51]
	Development[52]



	Untitled Star Wars Anthology film[53]
	Unknown
	Unknown
	Unknown
	Development
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 Television series




Live-Action


	
Maniac Mansion (1990–1993)

	
The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles (1992–1996)



Animated


	
Star Wars: Droids (1985–1986) (Co-production Nelvana[image: External link])

	
Star Wars: Ewoks (1985–1987) (Co-production Nelvana[image: External link])

	
Star Wars: Clone Wars (2003–2005) (Co-production Cartoon Network Studios[image: External link])

	
Star Wars: The Clone Wars (2008–2014)

	
Star Wars Rebels (2014–present)

	
Star Wars Detours (shelved)
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 Television films and specials





	
Star Wars Holiday Special (1978) (uncredited)

	
Caravan of Courage: An Ewok Adventure (1984)

	
Ewoks: The Battle for Endor (1985)

	
The Great Heep[image: External link] (1986)

	
Defenders of Dynatron City[image: External link] (1992) (produced by DIC Entertainment[image: External link] in association with LucasArts)
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 Other productions





	
The Making of Star Wars[image: External link] (1977) (produced in association with 20th Century Fox Television[image: External link])1


	
SP FX: The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link] (1980) (produced in association with 20th Century Fox Television)

	
Return of the Ewok[image: External link] (1982)

	
Classic Creatures: Return of the Jedi[image: External link] (1983) (produced in association with 20th Century Fox Television)

	
From Star Wars to Jedi: The Making of a Saga[image: External link] (1983) (produced in association with 20th Century Fox Television)

	
The Adventures of André and Wally B.[image: External link] (1984)

	
Captain EO (1986)

	
Star Tours (1987)

	
ExtraTERRORestrial Alien Encounter[image: External link] (1995)

	
R2-D2: Beneath the Dome (2001)

	
Empire of Dreams: The Story of the Star Wars Trilogy[image: External link] (2004) (produced by Prometheus Entertainment[image: External link] in association with Fox Television Studios[image: External link])

	
Lego Star Wars shorts:

	
Lego Star Wars: Revenge of the Brick[image: External link] (2005)

	
Lego Star Wars: The Quest for R2-D2[image: External link] (2009)

	
Lego Star Wars: Bombad Bounty[image: External link] (2010)

	
Lego Star Wars: The Padawan Menace[image: External link] (2011)

	
Lego Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Out[image: External link] (2012)





	
Star Wars: The Legacy Revealed[image: External link] (2007) (produced by Prometheus Entertainment in association with The History Channel[image: External link])

	
Lego Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Brick[image: External link] (2008)

	
Star Tours–The Adventures Continue[image: External link] (2011)

	All 7 episodes of Lego Star Wars: The Yoda Chronicles (2013, 2014)

	
Lego Star Wars: Droid Tales (2015)

	
Lego Star Wars: The Resistance Rises (2016)

	
Lego Star Wars: The Freemaker Adventures (2016)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	EditDroid




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Footnotes





	
^ Physical distribution rights will be transferred from 20th Century Fox to the Walt Disney Studios in May 2020.[34] The digital distribution rights are held by Disney, as Lucasfilm had retained the digital distribution rights to all Star Wars films produced after the original.[35][54]
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Bad Robot Productions






Bad Robot Productions (more commonly known as Bad Robot) is an American[image: External link] film and television production company[image: External link] owned by J. J. Abrams and Bryan Burk. It is responsible for the television series[image: External link] Alias, Lost, Fringe, Person of Interest[image: External link], Revolution[image: External link] and Westworld[image: External link] alongside the feature-length films Cloverfield, Star Trek, Super 8, Star Trek Into Darkness, Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol, Mission: Impossible – Rogue Nation, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, 10 Cloverfield Lane and most recently, Star Trek Beyond.
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 History




Bad Robot was originally based at Touchstone Television[image: External link], but was moved by Abrams to Paramount Pictures[image: External link] and Warner Bros. Television[image: External link], after his contract with ABC[image: External link] expired in 2006. Bad Robot produced Lost in association with ABC Studios[image: External link], formerly Touchstone Television. The two companies jointly produced Six Degrees[image: External link] and What About Brian[image: External link].

Abrams is Chairman/Chief Executive Officer[image: External link] of the company. In April 2015, Bad Robot announced that Tommy Harper would become Chief Operating Officer, overseeing daily operations. Harper, who also serves as Executive Producer on Star Wars: The Force Awakens, has worked with Abrams on numerous past film projects. In May 2015, Ben Stephenson[image: External link] left the BBC where he had been head of drama to helm Bad Robot Television. Lindsey Weber leads Bad Robot's feature film division. Bryan Burk serves as Executive Vice President of the company.

The production logo has appeared since 2001, featuring a red rectangular headed robot running through a meadow silhouetted until it appears suddenly in front of the camera, followed by voices provided by two of Abrams's children, Henry and Gracie Abrams, saying "Bad robot!"[1] Although some fans believe that the name comes from a line in the animated film The Iron Giant[image: External link], Abrams told Entertainment Weekly that it simply came to him during a writers' meeting.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In February 2013, it was announced that Bad Robot would be partnering with the Valve Corporation[image: External link] to produce possibly a Half-Life[image: External link] or Portal[image: External link] film in the distant future.[2] In August 2015, Valve released a new beta game mode to Team Fortress 2[image: External link], PASS TIME, which Bad Robot worked on.[3] On July 7, 2016 the PASS TIME game mode became official.[4] Bad Robot released a trailer entitled "Stranger" (otherwise known as S.), rumoured to be Abrams' next film or television project, perhaps even a Lost spin-off, but it was finally explained to be promoting S.[image: External link], Abrams and Doug Dorst[image: External link]'s new novel, as a new trailer for S. was released.[citation needed[image: External link]] In February 2017, it was announced Julius Avery is attached to direct a Paramount coproduction, the World War II film Overlord, from screenwriter Billy Ray[image: External link].[5]

Bad Robot Productions is currently based in Santa Monica[image: External link], California[image: External link],[6] in a building which is incorrectly labeled on purpose as the home of the fictional "National Typewriter Company" because Abrams "likes typewriters — and misdirection."[7]
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Bad Robot Productions produces both films and television series.
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	Year
	Title
	Director
	Notes
	Budget
	Gross



	2001
	Joy Ride
	John Dahl[image: External link]
	Co-production with 20th Century Fox and Regency Enterprises[image: External link].
	$23 million
	$36.6 million



	2008
	Cloverfield
	Matt Reeves[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures[image: External link].
	$25 million
	$170.8 million



	2009
	Star Trek
	J. J. Abrams
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures[image: External link] and Spyglass Entertainment[image: External link].
	$150 million
	$385.7 million



	2010
	Morning Glory
	Roger Michell[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures[image: External link].
	$40 million
	$60 million



	2011
	Super 8
	J. J. Abrams
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures[image: External link] and Amblin Entertainment[image: External link].
	$50 million
	$260.1 million



	Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol
	Brad Bird
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures[image: External link], Skydance Productions[image: External link] and Cruise/Wagner Productions[image: External link].
	$145 million
	$694.7 million



	2013
	Star Trek Into Darkness
	J. J. Abrams
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures[image: External link], Skydance Productions[image: External link] and K/O Paper Products[image: External link].
	$190 million
	$467.4 million



	2015
	Infinitely Polar Bear[image: External link]
	Maya Forbes[image: External link]
	Co-production with Sony Pictures Classics[image: External link], Paper Street Films and Park Pictures.
	$6.7 million
	$1.8 million



	Mission: Impossible – Rogue Nation
	Christopher McQuarrie[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures[image: External link], Skydance Media[image: External link], Alibaba Pictures[image: External link] and Cruise/Wagner Productions[image: External link].
	$150 million
	$682.7 million



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	J. J. Abrams
	Co-production with Lucasfilm Ltd.[image: External link]
	$245 million
	$2.068 billion



	2016
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	Dan Trachtenberg[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures[image: External link].
	$15 million
	$110.2 million



	Star Trek Beyond
	Justin Lin[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures[image: External link], Skydance Media[image: External link], Alibaba Pictures[image: External link], Sneaky Shark and Perfect Storm Entertainment.
	$185 million
	$343.5 million



	Upcoming



	2017
	God Particle
	Julius Onah[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[8]
	$10 million
	



	2018
	Mission: Impossible 6
	Christopher McQuarrie
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures[image: External link] and Skydance Media[image: External link].
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	Year
	Title
	Notes



	2001–06
	Alias
	



	2004–10
	Lost
	



	2005
	The Catch
	Pilot



	2006–07
	What About Brian[image: External link]
	



	2006–07
	Six Degrees[image: External link]
	



	2008–13
	Fringe
	



	2009
	Anatomy of Hope
	Pilot



	2010
	Undercovers
	



	2011–16
	Person of Interest[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Alcatraz[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Shelter
	Pilot[9]




	2012–14
	Revolution[image: External link]
	



	2013–14
	Almost Human[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Believe[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Dead People
	Pilot[10]




	2016
	11.22.63[image: External link]
	Miniseries



	2016
	Moon Shot
	Web series



	2016
	Roadies[image: External link]
	



	2016–
	Westworld[image: External link]
	



	2017–
	Castle Rock[image: External link]
	Web series
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	Year
	Title



	2013
	KRE-O Star Trek
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	Nominations




	
2002 Emmy Award Nomination, Outstanding Writing for A Drama Series (Alias )[image: External link][11]


	
2005 Emmy Award Nomination, Outstanding Writing for A Drama Series (Lost )[image: External link][12]


	
2007 Golden Globe Award Nomination, Best Television Series – Drama (Lost )[image: External link][13]





	Wins




	
2005 Emmy Award Winner, Outstanding Drama Series (Lost )[image: External link][14]


	
2005 Emmy Award Winner, Outstanding Directing for A Drama Series (Lost )[image: External link][15]


	
2006 Golden Globe Award Winner, Best Television Series – Drama (Lost )[image: External link][13]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Nicholas Fonseca (December 7, 2001). "'Alias': The Story Behind J.J. Abrams' Bad Robot"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Retrieved March 22, 2012.


	
^ Variety (February 12, 2013). "Star Trek's JJ Abrams and Valve's Gabe Newell - Full Keynote Speech - D.I.C.E. SUMMIT 2013"[image: External link].


	
^ "Team Fortress 2"[image: External link]. www.teamfortress.com. Retrieved 2016-08-14.


	
^ "Team Fortress 2 - Meet Your Match"[image: External link]. teamfortress.com. Retrieved 2016-08-14.


	
^ "Bad Robot’s D-Day Movie ‘Overlord’ Finds Director (EXCLUSIVE)"[image: External link]. Variety. February 2, 2017. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
^ Abramian, Alexandria (September 11, 2013). "Source: J. J. Abrams Building 'Star Wars' Post-production Facility in L.A. (Exclusive)"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved July 28, 2014.


	
^ Bruni, Frank (26 May 2011). "Filmmaker J. J. Abrams Is a Crowd Teaser"[image: External link]. The New York Times Magazine. The New York Times Company. Retrieved 22 December 2015.


	
^ "Film releases"[image: External link]. Variety Insight[image: External link]. Retrieved 2017-01-03.


	
^ Andreeva, Nellie (May 7, 2012). "NBC Pilots 2012 Analysis: Single-Camera Comedies and J. J. Abrams Among Early Orders"[image: External link]. Deadline. Retrieved October 9, 2012.


	
^ Andreeva, Nellie (February 25, 2015). "Andrew J. West to Play the Lead in CW Pilot Dead People from Bad Robot"[image: External link]. Deadline. Retrieved February 26, 2015.


	
^ "54th Emmy Awards Nominees and Winners"[image: External link]. -Emmys.com. Retrieved January 8, 2016.


	
^ "57th Emmy Awards Nominees and Winners"[image: External link]. Emmys.com. Retrieved January 8, 2016.


	
^ a b "Winners & Nominees Best Television Series - Drama"[image: External link]. goldenglobes.com. Retrieved January 8, 2016.


	
^ "57th Emmy Awards Nominees and Winners"[image: External link]. Emmys.com. Retrieved January 8, 2016.


	
^ "57th Emmy Awards Nominees and Winners"[image: External link]. Emmys.com. Retrieved January 8, 2016.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official website[image: External link]

	"Bad Robot Productions Signs Far-Reaching Production Deals With Columbia Pictures, Paramount Pictures and Warner Bros. Television"[image: External link] (Press release). Time Warner[image: External link]. July 15, 2006.

	Andreeva, Nellie; Siegel, Tatiana (July 17, 2006). "Abrams builds his Robot"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 14, 2008.





Categories[image: External link]:

	Bad Robot Productions[image: External link]

	Film production companies of the United States[image: External link]

	Television production companies of the United States[image: External link]

	J. J. Abrams[image: External link]

	Companies based in Santa Monica, California[image: External link]

	Media companies established in 1998[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 11 June 2017, at 10:30.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Bad Robot Productions: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bad_Robot_Productions [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Bad_Robot_Productions [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Distribution

	3 Highest-grossing films

	4 Notes

	5 See also

	6 References

	7 External links





Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures






For other uses, see Walt Disney Studios[image: External link].

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures (formerly Buena Vista Pictures Distribution and Buena Vista Film Distribution Company) is an American film distributor[image: External link] owned by The Walt Disney Company.[2] Established in 1953 as Buena Vista Film Distribution Company, the company handles theatrical distribution, marketing and promotion for films produced and released by the Walt Disney Studios, including Walt Disney Pictures, Walt Disney Animation Studios[image: External link], Pixar Animation Studios[image: External link], DisneyToon Studios[image: External link], Marvel Studios[image: External link], Lucasfilm, Disneynature[image: External link], and Touchstone Pictures[image: External link].[3] The division took on its current name in late 2007,[3] which before that had been Buena Vista Pictures Distribution since 1987.[4]
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Before 1953, Walt Disney[image: External link]'s productions were distributed by Columbia Pictures[image: External link], United Artists[image: External link] and RKO Radio Pictures[image: External link].[3] However, a dispute over the value of Disney's True-Life Adventures[image: External link] series of live-action documentary featurettes[citation needed[image: External link]] in 1953 led to Walt and his older brother Roy O. Disney[image: External link] to form its wholly owned subsidiary, the Buena Vista Film Distribution Company, Inc. (BVDC), to handle North American distribution of their own products.[3] The name "Buena Vista" came from the street in Burbank, California, where Disney Studios was located (and remains to this day). Buena Vista's first release was the Academy Award–winning live-action feature The Living Desert[image: External link] on November 10, 1953 along with Toot, Whistle, Plunk and Boom[image: External link], Buena Vista's first animated release.[5] Notable subsequent releases include the foreign film, Yang Kwei Fei (Most Noble Lady), released in US theaters in September 1956,[6][7] The Missouri Traveler[image: External link] in March 1958,[5] and The Big Fisherman[image: External link] in July 1959 (the first third-party production financed by Disney).[5]

In April 1960, the company dropped "Film" from its name.[4] In 1961, Disney incorporated Buena Vista International (BVI),[8] distributing its first PG rated film, Take Down[image: External link], in January 1979.[5] The low-budget movie was not produced by the Disney studios and was acquired from an independent studio, making The Black Hole[image: External link] the first PG-rated Disney film.[9] In July 1987, Buena Vista changed its name to Buena Vista Pictures Distribution, Inc. (BVPD).[4]

Late in the 1980s, Disney purchased a controlling stake in one of Pacific Theatres[image: External link]' chain[10] leading to Disney's Buena Vista Theaters and Pacific to renovate the El Capitan Theatre and the Crest[image: External link] by 1989.[11] The Crest was finished first while El Capitan opened with the premiere of The Rocketeer[image: External link] film on June 19, 1991.[12]

In 1992, Buena Vista made production loans totaling $5.6 million to Cinergi Pictures[image: External link] for its film Medicine Man[image: External link] and its 1994 films Renaissance Man[image: External link] and Color of Night[image: External link] and were distributing Cinergi's films. The corporation purchased a 12.8% share in Cinergi with its initial public offering in 1994.[13] Soon, BVPD signed a 25 picture distribution deal with Cinergi.[14][15]

The Gaumont Film Company[image: External link] and Walt Disney formed Gaumont Buena Vista International, their joint venture French distribution company, in 1993.[16] In August 1996, Disney and Tokuma Shoten Publishing[image: External link] agreed that Disney would distribute internationally Studio Ghibli[image: External link] animated films.[17] In September 1996, following Disney's acquisition of Capital Cities/ABC[image: External link], Buena Vista Pictures Distribution, Inc. was merged[4] into ABC, Inc.,[18] the parent company of that group.

For the November 1995 Toy Story[image: External link] premiere, Disney rented the Hollywood Masonic Temple[image: External link] — adjacent to the El Capitan Theatre — for Totally Toy Story, a multimedia funhouse[image: External link] and a promotional event for the movie.[19] In July 1998, Buena Vista Pictures Distribution purchased the Hollywood Masonic Temple[image: External link] building to continue using it as a promotional venue.[20]

By 1997, BVPD's share in Cinergi dropped to 5%. After nine films were delivered under the agreement, Cinergi sold Disney on November 22, 1997 all of its 12 film library except for Die Hard with a Vengeance[image: External link] plus $20 million in exchange for Disney' Cinergi share holdings, production advances of $35.4 million and other loans.[14][15]

In 2002, Disney signed a four animated film deal with Vanguard Animation[image: External link],[21] however, only one film[image: External link] was released under that negotiation.[22]

Since 2004, BVI and Gaumont dissolved their French distribution joint venture, Gaumont Buena Vista International.[16] Buena Vista International agreed to a distribution deal with MegaStar Joint Venture Company Limited in April 2006 for the Vietnam market.[23]
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 Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures




In April 2007, Disney discontinued using the Buena Vista[image: External link] brand in its distribution branding.[3] In 2009, Disney entered a distribution agreement with a reorganized DreamWorks[image: External link]; the deal called for an estimated 30 films over a five-year period from DreamWorks and they would be released through the Touchstone Pictures[image: External link] label.[24] The distribution deal ended in 2016, after DreamWorks and Disney decided to not renew their agreement in December 2015, with Universal[image: External link] replacing Disney as DreamWorks' distributor.[25][26] By the end of the deal, Disney had distributed 14 of DreamWorks' original 30-picture agreement.[27][28] Disney took complete ownership of the DreamWorks II film library in exchange for loans made to that company.[29]
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Main article: Lists of films released by Disney[image: External link]


Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures has released the most films that have crossed the $1-billion-mark (fourteen, in worldwide grosses)[30] among major Hollywood studios[image: External link], with nine of the twenty highest-grossing films of all time[image: External link] being distributed by Disney.[31] In addition, Disney is the first of only three studios that have released at least two billion-dollar films in the same year (the others being Warner Bros. and Universal Pictures[image: External link]).[32][33][34] Furthermore, Disney is the only studio that has achieved this four times, in 2010, 2013, 2015, and 2016—that latter year of which included four $1 billion releases, a record for any studio. Four of the top five highest-grossing animated films[image: External link] have been released by Disney, as well as sixteen of the twenty highest-grossing G-rated[image: External link] films.[35] In addition, four of the top-five opening weekends[image: External link] were Disney releases.[36] In 2015, Disney achieved its largest yearly box-office gross worldwide and in North America.[37][38] In 2016, Disney surpassed $7 billion in worldwide yearly box-office gross—the first of any major studio—surpassing the previous 2015 record.[39]

In its 62-year history, Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures has distributed 27 films that have received nominations for the Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link]; four from Walt Disney Pictures, six from Touchstone Pictures[image: External link], two from Hollywood Pictures[image: External link], and fifteen from Miramax Films[image: External link]. Of those nominations, four Miramax films won the accolade; The English Patient[image: External link] (1996), Shakespeare In Love[image: External link] (1998), Chicago[image: External link] (2002), and No Country for Old Men[image: External link] (2007).[40]

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures currently distributes films from Walt Disney Studios, other Disney film units and some third-party studios including:



	Walt Disney Studios[41]

	Active distribution deals
	Formerly distributed



	


	Walt Disney Pictures

	
Walt Disney Animation Studios[image: External link] (DisneyToon Studios[image: External link])

	Pixar

	Marvel Studios[image: External link]

	Lucasfilm

	Disneynature[image: External link]

	Touchstone Pictures[image: External link]







Other Disney units




	ESPN Films[image: External link]

	UTV Motion Pictures[image: External link]






	


	
Mandeville Films[image: External link] (1996–present)[42]


	
Mayhem Pictures[image: External link] (2002–present)[43]


	
Lucamar Productions[image: External link] (2012–present)[44]


	
Plan B Entertainment[image: External link] (2016–present)[45]


	Panay Films[46]







	


	
Hollywood Pictures[image: External link] (1990–2007; closed)

	
Miramax Films[image: External link] (1993–2010; sold)

	
Dimension Films[image: External link] (1993–2005; sold)

	
Caravan Pictures[image: External link] (1993–1999; closed)

	
ImageMovers Digital[image: External link] (2009–2011; closed)





Former distribution deals



	
DreamWorks Pictures[image: External link] (2011–2016)[24][47]


	
American Empirical Pictures[image: External link] (1997–2005)[48]


	
Jerry Bruckheimer Films[image: External link] (1993–2014)[49]


	
Cinergi Pictures[image: External link] (1993–1998; closed)[14][15]


	
Beacon Pictures[image: External link] (1996–2007)[50][51]


	
Studio Ghibli[image: External link] (North America; 1998–2014)1


	
Vanguard Animation[image: External link] (2002)[21]


	
POW! Entertainment[image: External link] (2007–2014)[52][53][54]


	
Spyglass Entertainment[image: External link] (1998–2008)[55][56][57]


	
Blinding Edge Pictures[image: External link] (1998–2005)[58]


	
Walden Media[image: External link] (2002–2008)[59][60][61]
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Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures International was formed in 1961 as Buena Vista International, which is the owner of Disney Channel Southeast Asia[image: External link].[5] In 1992, Disney opted to end a previous joint venture with Warner Bros., that began in 1988 to distribute their films in overseas markets (UK, Ireland, Benelux[image: External link] & Scandinavia[image: External link]). In those territories from 1993–2007, Disney reactivated the Buena Vista International name, and also sent distribution under it in countries that did not have any current arrangements with other companies. Distribution rights in West Germany[image: External link] were given to MGM[image: External link] (under CIC in the early 1970s) and later to 20th Century Fox before the Warner Bros. joint venture. In Russia[image: External link] and CIS[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Thailand[image: External link], Greece[image: External link], Singapore[image: External link] and the Philippines[image: External link], Disney films had been distributed in a joint venture with Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link].[62] In Japan[image: External link], distribution rights are handled in partnership with Toho[image: External link].


	Other international distributors




	
UK/Ireland — Rank Film Distributors[image: External link] (1954–1986) and Warner Bros. (1987–1992)

	
Turkey — Warner Bros. (1954–1994), United International Pictures[image: External link] (1994–present)

	
Ukraine — United International Pictures, and Sony Pictures Releasing[image: External link] (2007–present)

	
Kazakhstan — United International Pictures, Warner Bros., Sony Pictures Releasing International (1997–present)

	
Finland — Suomi-Filmi[image: External link]


	
France — Gaumont[image: External link] Buena Vista International (1993–2004)

	
Belgium/Netherlands/Benelux — Warner Bros (1987–1992), United International Pictures (1993–present)

	
Australia/New Zealand — Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (1959–1968; through in 1973–86), Greater Union Organization[image: External link] (1968–1972), CIC-Fox[image: External link] (1973–1981), United International Pictures[image: External link] (under UIP-Fox) (1982–1986), Village Roadshow[image: External link] (1987–1992)

	
Italy — Cinema International Corporation[image: External link] (1974–1981), United International Pictures (1982–1987), Warner Bros. (1987–1991) and Columbia TriStar Film Distributors Italia[image: External link] (Sony Pictures Releasing) (1992–1995)
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	Highest-grossing films in North America



	


	Rank
	Title
	Year
	Studio label
	Box office gross

(millions)



	1
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	2015
	Lucasfilm
	$936.6



	2
	The Avengers
	2012
	Marvel[image: External link]
	$623.3



	3
	Rogue One: A Star Wars Story
	2016
	Lucasfilm
	$532.2



	4
	Beauty and the Beast
	2017
	Disney
	$502.9



	5
	Finding Dory[image: External link]
	2016
	Disney/Pixar
	$486.3



	6
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	2015
	Marvel
	$459.0



	7
	Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest
	2006
	Disney
	$423.3



	8
	The Lion King[image: External link] ‡
	1994
	Disney
	$422.8



	9
	Toy Story 3[image: External link]
	2010
	Disney/Pixar
	$415.0



	10
	Iron Man 3[image: External link]
	2013
	Marvel
	$409.0



	11
	Captain America: Civil War[image: External link]
	2016
	Marvel
	$408.1



	12
	Frozen[image: External link]
	2013
	Disney
	$400.7



	13
	Finding Nemo[image: External link] ‡
	2003
	Disney/Pixar
	$380.8



	14
	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link]
	2017
	Marvel
	$367.2



	15
	The Jungle Book[image: External link]
	2016
	Disney
	$364.0



	16
	Inside Out[image: External link]
	2015
	Disney/Pixar
	$356.5



	17
	Zootopia[image: External link]
	2016
	Disney
	$341.3



	18
	Alice in Wonderland[image: External link]
	2010
	Disney
	$334.2



	19
	Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]
	2014
	Marvel
	$333.2



	20
	Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End[image: External link]
	2007
	Disney
	$309.4



	21
	Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl[image: External link]
	2003
	Disney
	$305.4



	22
	The Sixth Sense[image: External link]
	1999
	Hollywood[image: External link]
	$293.5



	23
	Up[image: External link]
	2009
	Disney/Pixar
	$293.0



	24
	The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe[image: External link]
	2005
	Disney
	$291.7



	25
	Monsters, Inc.[image: External link] ‡
	2001
	Disney/Pixar
	$289.9





	


	Rank
	Title
	Year
	Studio label
	Box office gross

(millions)



	1
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	2015
	Lucasfilm
	$2,068.2



	2
	The Avengers
	2012
	Marvel
	$1,519.6



	3
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	2015
	Marvel
	$1,405.8



	4
	Frozen[image: External link]
	2013
	Disney
	$1,279.8



	5
	Beauty and the Beast
	2017
	Disney
	$1,248.0



	6
	Iron Man 3[image: External link]
	2013
	Marvel
	$1,215.4



	7
	Captain America: Civil War[image: External link]
	2016
	Marvel
	$1,153.3



	8
	Toy Story 3[image: External link]
	2010
	Disney/Pixar
	$1,067.0



	9
	Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest
	2006
	Disney
	$1,066.2



	10
	Rogue One: A Star Wars Story
	2016
	Lucasfilm
	$1,056.0



	11
	Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides[image: External link]
	2011
	Disney
	$1,045.7



	12
	Finding Dory[image: External link]
	2016
	Disney/Pixar
	$1,028.4



	13
	Alice in Wonderland[image: External link]
	2010
	Disney
	$1,025.5



	14
	Zootopia[image: External link]
	2016
	Disney
	$1,023.8



	15
	The Lion King[image: External link] ‡
	1994
	Disney
	$968.5



	16
	The Jungle Book[image: External link]
	2016
	Disney
	$966.5



	17
	Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End[image: External link]
	2007
	Disney
	$963.4



	18
	Finding Nemo[image: External link] ‡
	2003
	Disney/Pixar
	$940.3



	19
	Inside Out[image: External link]
	2015
	Disney/Pixar
	$857.4



	20
	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link]
	2017
	Marvel
	$834.4



	21
	Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]
	2014
	Marvel
	$774.2



	22
	Maleficent[image: External link]
	2014
	Disney
	$758.4



	23
	The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe[image: External link]
	2005
	Disney
	$745.0



	24
	Monsters University[image: External link]
	2013
	Disney/Pixar
	$744.2



	25
	Up[image: External link]
	2009
	Disney/Pixar
	$735.1









‡—Includes theatrical reissue(s).
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^ Although GKIDS[image: External link] acquired the theatrical distribution rights[image: External link] to Studio Ghibli's films from Disney in 2014, Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment continues to retain the home media[image: External link] distribution rights to 13 Ghibli films.[63][64]
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	Buena Vista[image: External link]
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Los Angeles






This article is about the U.S. city. For the county in California, see Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]. For other uses, see Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"L.A." and "City of Los Angeles" redirect here. For other uses, see L.A. (disambiguation)[image: External link] and City of Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Los Angeles ( i[image: External link]/las 'aendZels /[image: External link],[14] Spanish[image: External link] for "The Angels"; Spanish pronunciation: [los ˈaŋxeles][image: External link]), officially the City of Los Angeles and often known by its initials L.A., is the cultural, financial, and commercial center of Southern California[image: External link]. With a U.S. Census[image: External link]-estimated 2016 population of 3,976,322,[15] it is the second-most populous city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] (after New York City[image: External link]) and the most populous city[image: External link] in the state[image: External link] of California[image: External link]. Located in a large coastal basin[image: External link] surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to and over 10,000 feet (3,000 m), Los Angeles covers an area of about 469 square miles (1,210 km2).[7] The city is also the seat[image: External link] of Los Angeles County[image: External link], the most populated county[image: External link] in the country. Los Angeles is the center of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link], and is part of the larger designated Los Angeles-Long Beach[image: External link] combined statistical area[image: External link] (CSA), the second most populous[image: External link] in the nation with a 2015 estimated population of 18.7 million.[16]

Historically home to the Chumash[image: External link] and Tongva[image: External link], Los Angeles was claimed by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link] for Spain[image: External link] in 1542 along with the rest of what would become Alta California[image: External link]. The city was officially founded on September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve[image: External link]. It became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link]. In 1848, at the end of the Mexican–American War[image: External link], Los Angeles and the rest of California were purchased as part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link], thereby becoming part of the United States. Los Angeles was incorporated[image: External link] as a municipality on April 4, 1850, five months before California achieved statehood[image: External link]. The discovery of oil in the 1890s brought rapid growth to the city.[17] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, delivering water from Eastern California[image: External link], later assured the city's continued rapid growth.

Nicknamed the "City of Angels", Los Angeles is known for its Mediterranean climate[image: External link], ethnic diversity, and sprawling metropolis. The city is also one of the most substantial economic engines within the nation, with a diverse economy in a broad range of professional and cultural fields. Los Angeles is also famous as the home of Hollywood[image: External link], a major center of the world entertainment industry. A global city[image: External link], it has been ranked 6th in the Global Cities Index[image: External link] and 9th in the Global Economic Power Index[image: External link]. The Los Angeles combined statistical area (CSA) also has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] (GMP) of $831 billion (as of 2008), making it the third-largest in the world[image: External link], after the Greater Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link] metropolitan areas.
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 History




Main article: History of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Los Angeles in the 1920s[image: External link]
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 Pre-colonial period




The Los Angeles coastal area was first settled by the Tongva[image: External link] (Gabrieleños) and Chumash[image: External link] Native American tribes thousands of years ago. A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), meaning "poison oak place".[18][19]

Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], a Portuguese-born[image: External link] explorer, claimed the area of southern California[image: External link] for the Spanish Empire[image: External link] of the Kingdom of Spain[image: External link] in 1542 while on an official military exploring expedition moving north along the Pacific[image: External link] coast from earlier colonizing bases of New Spain[image: External link] in Central[image: External link] and South America[image: External link].[20] Gaspar de Portolà[image: External link] and Franciscan[image: External link] missionary Juan Crespí[image: External link], reached the present site of Los Angeles on August 2, 1769.[21]
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 Spanish period




In 1771, Franciscan friar Junípero Serra[image: External link] directed the building of the Mission San Gabriel Arcángel[image: External link], the first mission in the area.[22] On September 4, 1781, a group of forty-four settlers known as "Los Pobladores[image: External link]" founded the pueblo called "El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles de Porciúncula"; in English it is "The Town of Our Lady the Queen of the Angels of Porciúncula". The Queen of the Angels[image: External link] is an honorific of the Virgin Mary[image: External link].[23] Two-thirds of the settlers were mestizo[image: External link] or mulatto[image: External link] with a mixture of African, indigenous and European ancestry.[24] The settlement remained a small ranch town for decades, but by 1820, the population had increased to about 650 residents.[25] Today, the pueblo is commemorated in the historic district of Los Angeles Pueblo Plaza[image: External link] and Olvera Street[image: External link], the oldest part of Los Angeles.[26]
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 Mexican period




New Spain[image: External link] achieved its independence from the Spanish Empire in 1821, and the pueblo continued as a part of Mexico[image: External link]. During Mexican rule, Governor Pío Pico[image: External link] made Los Angeles Alta California[image: External link]'s regional capital.[27]
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 American period




Mexican rule ended during the Mexican–American War[image: External link]: Americans took control from the Californios[image: External link] after a series of battles, culminating with the signing of the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] on January 13, 1847.[28]

Railroads arrived[image: External link] with the completion of the Southern Pacific[image: External link] line to Los Angeles in 1876.[29] Oil was discovered in the city and surrounding area in 1892, and by 1923, the discoveries had helped California become the country's largest oil producer, accounting for about one-quarter of the world's petroleum output.[30]

By 1900, the population had grown to more than 102,000,[31] putting pressure on the city's water supply[image: External link].[32] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, under the supervision of William Mulholland[image: External link], assured the continued growth of the city.[33] Due to clauses in the city's charter that effectively prevented the City of Los Angeles from selling or providing water from the aqueduct to any area outside its borders, many adjacent city and communities became compelled to annex themselves into Los Angeles.[34][35][36]

In 1910, Hollywood[image: External link] merged into Los Angeles, with 10 movie companies already operating in the city at the time. By 1921, more than 80 percent of the world's film industry was concentrated in L.A.[37] The money generated by the industry kept the city insulated from much of the economic loss suffered by the rest of the country during the Great Depression[image: External link].[38] By 1930, the population surpassed one million.[39] In 1932, the city hosted the Summer Olympics[image: External link].

During World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles was a major center of wartime manufacturing, such as shipbuilding and aircraft. Calship[image: External link] built hundreds of Liberty Ships[image: External link] and Victory Ships[image: External link] on Terminal Island, and the Los Angeles area was the headquarters of six of the country's major aircraft manufacturers (Douglas Aircraft Company[image: External link], Hughes Aircraft[image: External link], Lockheed[image: External link], North American Aviation[image: External link], Northrop Corporation[image: External link], and Vultee[image: External link]). During the war, more aircraft were produced in one year than in all the pre-war years since the Wright brothers flew the first airplane in 1903, combined. Manufacturing in Los Angeles skyrocketed, and as William S. Knudsen[image: External link], of the National Defense Advisory Commission put it, "We won because we smothered the enemy in an avalanche of production, the like of which he had never seen, nor dreamed possible.[40]

Following the end of World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles grew more rapidly than ever, sprawling[image: External link] into the San Fernando Valley[image: External link].[41] The expansion of the Interstate Highway System[image: External link] during the 1950s and 1960s helped propel suburban growth and signaled the demise of the city's electrified rail system[image: External link], once the world's largest.

The 1960s saw race relations boil over into the Watts Riots[image: External link] of 1965 which resulted in 34 deaths and over 1,000 injuries. It was the most severe riot in the city's history until the Los Angeles riots of 1992[image: External link]. In 1969, Los Angeles became the birthplace of the Internet[image: External link], as the first ARPANET[image: External link] transmission was sent from the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA) to SRI[image: External link] in Menlo Park[image: External link].[42]

In 1984, the city hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the second time[image: External link]. Despite being boycotted by 14 Communist countries[image: External link], the 1984 Olympics became more financially successful than any previous,[43] and the second Olympics to turn a profit until then – the other, according to an analysis of contemporary newspaper reports, being the 1932 Summer Olympics, also held in Los Angeles.[44]

Racial tensions erupted on April 29, 1992, with the acquittal by a Simi Valley[image: External link] jury of the police officers captured on videotape beating Rodney King[image: External link], culminating in large-scale riots[image: External link].[45] They were the largest riots in US history causing approximately $1.3 billion in damage as well as 53 deaths and over 2,000 injuries.[46][47]

In 1994, the 6.7 Northridge earthquake[image: External link] shook the city, causing $12.5 billion in damage and 72 deaths.[48] The century ended with the Rampart scandal[image: External link], one of the most extensive documented cases of police misconduct in American history.[49]

In 2002, voters defeated efforts by the San Fernando Valley and Hollywood to secede from the city.[50]
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 Geography




See also: Los Angeles Basin[image: External link]; San Fernando Valley[image: External link]; Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]; and Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]
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 Cityscape




Main article: List of districts and neighborhoods of Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city is divided into over 80 districts and neighborhoods,[51] many of which were incorporated places or communities that merged into the city.[52] These neighborhoods were developed piecemeal, and are well-defined enough that the city has signage marking nearly all of them.[53]

More broadly, the city is divided into the following areas: Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link], East Los Angeles[image: External link] and Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link], South Los Angeles[image: External link], the Harbor Area[image: External link], Greater Hollywood[image: External link], Wilshire[image: External link], the Westside[image: External link], and the San Fernando[image: External link] and Crescenta Valleys[image: External link].
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 Overview




The city's street pattern generally follows a grid plan[image: External link], with uniform block lengths and occasional roads that cut across blocks. However, this is complicated by rugged terrain, which has necessitated having different grids for each of the valleys that Los Angeles covers. Major streets are designed to move large volumes of traffic through many parts of the city; many of which are extremely long: Sepulveda Boulevard[image: External link] is 43 miles (69 km) long, while Foothill Boulevard[image: External link] is over 60 miles (97 km) long, reaching as far east as San Bernardino. Drivers in Los Angeles suffer from one of the worst rush hour periods in the world, according to an annual traffic index by navigation system maker, TomTom[image: External link]. L.A. drivers spend an additional 92 hours in traffic each year. During the peak rush hour there is 80% congestion, according to the index.[54]

Los Angeles is often characterized by the presence of low-rise[image: External link] buildings. Outside of a few centers such as Downtown[image: External link], Warner Center[image: External link], Century City[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Miracle Mile[image: External link], Hollywood[image: External link] and Westwood[image: External link], skyscrapers and high-rise buildings are not common. The few skyscrapers that are built outside of those areas often stand out above the rest of the surrounding landscape. Most construction is done in separate units, rather than wall-to-wall[image: External link]. That being said, downtown Los Angeles itself has many buildings over 30 stories, with fourteen over 50 stories, and two over 70 stories (the tallest buildings west of Chicago-see List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]). Also, Los Angeles is increasingly becoming a city of apartments rather than single family dwellings, especially in the dense inner city and Westside[image: External link] neighborhoods.
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 Landmarks




See also: List of sites of interest in the Los Angeles area[image: External link] and National Register of Historic Places listings in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]


Important landmarks in Los Angeles include the Hollywood Sign[image: External link], Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], Capitol Records Building[image: External link], the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], Angels Flight[image: External link], Grauman's Chinese Theatre, Dolby Theatre, Griffith Observatory[image: External link], Getty Center[image: External link], Getty Villa[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link], the Venice Canal Historic District and boardwalk[image: External link], Theme Building[image: External link], Bradbury Building[image: External link], U.S. Bank Tower[image: External link], Wilshire Grand Center[image: External link], Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles City Hall[image: External link], Hollywood Bowl[image: External link], Battleship USS  Iowa[image: External link], Watts Towers[image: External link], Staples Center[image: External link], Dodger Stadium[image: External link], and Olvera Street[image: External link].
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 Topography




The city of Los Angeles covers a total area of 502.7 square miles (1,302 km2), comprising 468.7 square miles (1,214 km2) of land and 34.0 square miles (88 km2) of water.[7] The city extends for 44 miles (71 km) longitudinally and for 29 miles (47 km) latitudinally. The perimeter of the city is 342 miles (550 km).

Los Angeles is both flat and hilly. The highest point in the city proper is 5,074 ft (1,547 m) Mount Lukens[image: External link],[55][56] located at the northeastern end of the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]. The eastern end of the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link] stretches from Downtown[image: External link] to the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] and separates the Los Angeles Basin from the San Fernando Valley. Other hilly parts of Los Angeles include the Mt. Washington[image: External link] area north of Downtown, eastern parts such as Boyle Heights[image: External link], the Crenshaw district[image: External link] around the Baldwin Hills[image: External link], and the San Pedro[image: External link] district.

Surrounding the city are much higher mountains. Immediately to the north lie the San Gabriel Mountains[image: External link], which is a popular recreation area for Angelenos. Its high point is Mount San Antonio[image: External link], locally known as Mount Baldy, which reaches 10,064 feet (3,068 m). Further afield, the highest point in the greater Los Angeles area is San Gorgonio Mountain[image: External link], with a height of 11,503 feet (3,506 m).

The Los Angeles River[image: External link], which is largely seasonal, is the primary drainage channel[image: External link]. It was straightened and lined in 51 miles (82 km) of concrete by the Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] to act as a flood control channel.[57] The river begins in the Canoga Park[image: External link] district of the city, flows east from the San Fernando Valley along the north edge of the Santa Monica Mountains, and turns south through the city center, flowing to its mouth in the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] at the Pacific Ocean. The smaller Ballona Creek[image: External link] flows into the Santa Monica Bay[image: External link] at Playa del Rey[image: External link].
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 Vegetation




Los Angeles is rich in native plant species partly because of its diversity of habitats, including beaches, wetlands[image: External link], and mountains. The most prevalent plant communities are coastal sage scrub[image: External link], chaparral[image: External link] shrubland, and riparian woodland[image: External link].[58] Native plants include: California poppy[image: External link], matilija poppy[image: External link], toyon[image: External link], Ceanothus[image: External link], Chamise[image: External link], Coast Live Oak[image: External link], sycamore[image: External link], willow[image: External link] and Giant Wildrye[image: External link]. Many of these native species, such as the Los Angeles sunflower[image: External link], have become so rare as to be considered endangered. Though it is not native to the area, the official tree of Los Angeles is the Coral Tree (Erythrina caffra[image: External link])[59] and the official flower of Los Angeles is the Bird of Paradise (Strelitzia reginae[image: External link]).[60] Mexican Fan Palms[image: External link], Canary Island Palms[image: External link], Queen Palms[image: External link], Date Palms[image: External link], and California Fan Palms[image: External link] are common in the Los Angeles area, although only the last is native.
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Los Angeles is subject to earthquakes because of its location on the Pacific Ring of Fire[image: External link]. The geologic instability has produced numerous faults[image: External link], which cause approximately 10,000 earthquakes annually in Southern California, though most of them are too small to be felt.[61] The strike-slip[image: External link] San Andreas Fault[image: External link] system is located at the boundary between the Pacific Plate[image: External link] and the North American Plate[image: External link], and is vulnerable to the "big one", a potentially large and damaging event.[62] The Los Angeles basin and metropolitan area are also at risk from blind thrust earthquakes[image: External link].[63] Major earthquakes that have hit the Los Angeles area include the 1933 Long Beach[image: External link], 1971 San Fernando[image: External link], 1987 Whittier Narrows[image: External link], and the 1994 Northridge[image: External link] events. Nevertheless, all but a few are of low intensity and are not felt. The USGS has released the UCERF California earthquake forecast[image: External link] which models earthquake occurrence in California. Parts of the city are also vulnerable to tsunamis[image: External link]; harbor areas were damaged by waves from the Valdivia earthquake[image: External link] in 1960.[64]
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Main article: Climate of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Csb on the coast, Csa inland), and receives just enough annual precipitation to avoid either Köppen's BSh or BSk (semi-arid climate[image: External link]) classification. Los Angeles has plenty of sunshine throughout the year, with an average of only 35 days with measurable precipitation annually.[65] The coastal region around Los Angeles has a climate that is comparable to coastal areas of southeastern Spain[image: External link] such as Alicante[image: External link] or Elche[image: External link], in temperature range and variation, in sunshine hours and as well as annual precipitation levels.

Temperatures in the coastal basin exceed 90 °F (32 °C) on a dozen or so days in the year, from one day a month in April, May, June and November to three days a month in July, August, October and to five days in September.[65] Temperatures in the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys are considerably warmer. Temperatures are subject to substantial daily swings; in inland areas the difference between the average daily low and the average daily high is over 30 °F (17 °C).[66] The average annual temperature of the sea is 63 °F (17 °C), from 58 °F (14 °C) in January to 68 °F (20 °C) in August.[67] Hours of sunshine total more than 3,000 per year, from an average of 7 hours of sunshine per day in December to an average of 12 in July.[68]

The Los Angeles area is also subject to phenomena typical of a microclimate[image: External link], causing extreme variations in temperature in close physical proximity to each other. For instance, the average July maximum temperature at the Santa Monica Pier[image: External link] is 75 °F (24 °C) whereas it is 95 °F (35 °C) in Canoga Park.[69] The city, like much of the southern California coast, is subject to a late spring/early summer weather phenomenon called "June Gloom[image: External link]". This involves overcast or foggy skies in the morning which yield to sun by early afternoon.[70]

Downtown Los Angeles averages 14.93 in (379 mm) of precipitation annually, which mainly occurs during November through March,[66] generally in the form of moderate rain showers, but sometimes as heavy rainfall during winter storms. Summer days are usually rainless. Rarely, an incursion of moist air from the south or east can bring brief thunderstorms in late summer, especially to the mountains. The coast gets slightly less rainfall, while the inland and mountain areas get considerably more. Years of average rainfall are rare. The usual pattern is year to year variability, with a short string of dry years of 5–10 in (130–250 mm) rainfall, followed by one or two wet years with more than 20 in (510 mm).[66] Wet years are usually associated with warm water El Niño[image: External link] conditions in the Pacific, dry years with cooler water La Niña[image: External link] episodes. A series of rainy days can bring floods to the lowlands and mudslides to the hills, especially after wildfires[image: External link] have denuded the slopes.

Both freezing temperatures and snowfall are extremely rare in the city basin and along the coast, with the last occurrence of a 32 °F (0 °C) reading at the downtown station being January 29, 1979;[66] freezing temperatures occur nearly every year in valley locations while the mountains within city limits typically receive snowfall every winter. The greatest snowfall recorded in downtown Los Angeles was 2.0 inches (5 cm) on January 15, 1932.[66][71] At the official downtown station, the highest recorded temperature is 113 °F (45 °C) on September 27, 2010,[66][72] while the lowest is 28 °F (−2 °C),[66] on January 4, 1949.[66] During autumn and winter, Santa Ana winds[image: External link] sometimes bring much warmer and drier conditions to Los Angeles, and raise the wildfire risk.





	Climate data for Los Angeles ( USC[image: External link], Downtown[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1877–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	99

(37)
	106

(41)
	103

(39)
	112

(44)
	109

(43)
	106

(41)
	113

(45)
	108

(42)
	100

(38)
	92

(33)
	113

(45)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	83.3

(28.5)
	84.3

(29.1)
	85.8

(29.9)
	91.2

(32.9)
	89.7

(32.1)
	90.2

(32.3)
	94.1

(34.5)
	95.3

(35.2)
	98.9

(37.2)
	95.5

(35.3)
	88.0

(31.1)
	81.4

(27.4)
	102.7

(39.3)



	Average high °F (°C)
	68.2

(20.1)
	68.6

(20.3)
	70.2

(21.2)
	72.7

(22.6)
	74.5

(23.6)
	78.1

(25.6)
	83.1

(28.4)
	84.4

(29.1)
	83.1

(28.4)
	78.5

(25.8)
	72.8

(22.7)
	67.7

(19.8)
	75.2

(24)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	58.0

(14.4)
	58.9

(14.9)
	60.6

(15.9)
	63.1

(17.3)
	65.8

(18.8)
	69.2

(20.7)
	73.3

(22.9)
	74.3

(23.5)
	73.1

(22.8)
	68.6

(20.3)
	62.4

(16.9)
	57.6

(14.2)
	65.4

(18.6)



	Average low °F (°C)
	47.8

(8.8)
	49.3

(9.6)
	51.0

(10.6)
	53.5

(11.9)
	57.1

(13.9)
	60.3

(15.7)
	63.6

(17.6)
	64.1

(17.8)
	63.1

(17.3)
	58.7

(14.8)
	52.0

(11.1)
	47.5

(8.6)
	55.7

(13.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.3

(5.2)
	42.9

(6.1)
	44.9

(7.2)
	48.4

(9.1)
	53.6

(12)
	57.2

(14)
	61.2

(16.2)
	61.8

(16.6)
	59.2

(15.1)
	54.1

(12.3)
	45.0

(7.2)
	40.8

(4.9)
	39.1

(3.9)



	Record low °F (°C)
	28

(−2)
	28

(−2)
	31

(−1)
	36

(2)
	40

(4)
	46

(8)
	49

(9)
	49

(9)
	44

(7)
	40

(4)
	34

(1)
	30

(−1)
	28

(−2)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.12

(79.2)
	3.80

(96.5)
	2.43

(61.7)
	0.91

(23.1)
	0.26

(6.6)
	0.09

(2.3)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.04

(1)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.66

(16.8)
	1.04

(26.4)
	2.33

(59.2)
	14.93

(379.2)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.1
	6.4
	5.5
	3.2
	1.3
	0.6
	0.3
	0.3
	1.0
	2.5
	3.3
	5.2
	35.7



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	225.3
	222.5
	267.0
	303.5
	276.2
	275.8
	364.1
	349.5
	278.5
	255.1
	217.3
	219.4
	3,254.2



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	71
	72
	72
	78
	64
	64
	83
	84
	75
	73
	70
	71
	73



	Source: NOAA (sun 1961–1977)[73][74][75]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (LAX), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1944–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	91

(33)
	92

(33)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	91

(33)
	103

(39)
	93

(34)
	98

(37)
	106

(41)
	101

(38)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	106

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	81.2

(27.3)
	81.0

(27.2)
	79.6

(26.4)
	83.4

(28.6)
	79.9

(26.6)
	80.0

(26.7)
	83.6

(28.7)
	85.7

(29.8)
	90.1

(32.3)
	89.9

(32.2)
	85.5

(29.7)
	78.9

(26.1)
	94.7

(34.8)



	Average high °F (°C)
	64.6

(18.1)
	64.3

(17.9)
	64.4

(18)
	66.4

(19.1)
	68.1

(20.1)
	70.6

(21.4)
	73.8

(23.2)
	74.9

(23.8)
	74.6

(23.7)
	72.5

(22.5)
	68.9

(20.5)
	64.6

(18.1)
	69.0

(20.6)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	56.7

(13.7)
	57.1

(13.9)
	58.0

(14.4)
	60.1

(15.6)
	62.7

(17.1)
	65.5

(18.6)
	68.8

(20.4)
	69.6

(20.9)
	68.9

(20.5)
	65.9

(18.8)
	61.1

(16.2)
	56.6

(13.7)
	62.6

(17)



	Average low °F (°C)
	48.8

(9.3)
	50.0

(10)
	51.7

(10.9)
	53.8

(12.1)
	57.3

(14.1)
	60.5

(15.8)
	63.7

(17.6)
	64.3

(17.9)
	63.2

(17.3)
	59.3

(15.2)
	53.2

(11.8)
	48.7

(9.3)
	56.2

(13.4)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.1

(5.1)
	42.5

(5.8)
	44.6

(7)
	47.5

(8.6)
	52.5

(11.4)
	56.2

(13.4)
	59.8

(15.4)
	60.6

(15.9)
	58.4

(14.7)
	52.7

(11.5)
	45.3

(7.4)
	40.9

(4.9)
	38.8

(3.8)



	Record low °F (°C)
	27

(−3)
	34

(1)
	35

(2)
	42

(6)
	45

(7)
	48

(9)
	52

(11)
	51

(11)
	47

(8)
	43

(6)
	38

(3)
	32

(0)
	27

(−3)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	2.71

(68.8)
	3.25

(82.6)
	1.85

(47)
	0.70

(17.8)
	0.22

(5.6)
	0.08

(2)
	0.03

(0.8)
	0.05

(1.3)
	0.21

(5.3)
	0.56

(14.2)
	1.11

(28.2)
	2.05

(52.1)
	12.82

(325.6)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.0
	6.6
	5.8
	2.8
	1.2
	0.6
	0.5
	0.3
	1.0
	2.3
	3.4
	5.2
	35.7



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	63.4
	67.9
	70.5
	71.0
	74.0
	75.9
	76.6
	76.6
	74.2
	70.5
	65.5
	62.9
	70.8



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity 1961–1990)[73][76][77]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (Canoga Park[image: External link], in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	93

(34)
	94

(34)
	101

(38)
	105

(41)
	113

(45)
	113

(45)
	115

(46)
	116

(47)
	115

(46)
	110

(43)
	99

(37)
	96

(36)
	116

(47)



	Average high °F (°C)
	67.9

(19.9)
	69.9

(21.1)
	72.0

(22.2)
	77.7

(25.4)
	81.3

(27.4)
	88.8

(31.6)
	95.0

(35)
	96.0

(35.6)
	91.7

(33.2)
	84.4

(29.1)
	74.7

(23.7)
	68.8

(20.4)
	80.7

(27.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	53.7

(12.1)
	55.4

(13)
	57.2

(14)
	61.3

(16.3)
	65.2

(18.4)
	71.0

(21.7)
	76.0

(24.4)
	76.8

(24.9)
	73.5

(23.1)
	66.8

(19.3)
	58.2

(14.6)
	53.6

(12)
	64.1

(17.8)



	Average low °F (°C)
	39.5

(4.2)
	40.9

(4.9)
	42.3

(5.7)
	44.8

(7.1)
	49.1

(9.5)
	53.2

(11.8)
	56.9

(13.8)
	57.6

(14.2)
	55.2

(12.9)
	49.2

(9.6)
	41.7

(5.4)
	38.3

(3.5)
	47.4

(8.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	19

(−7)
	18

(−8)
	26

(−3)
	30

(−1)
	33

(1)
	36

(2)
	42

(6)
	42

(6)
	38

(3)
	27

(−3)
	23

(−5)
	20

(−7)
	18

(−8)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.83

(97.3)
	4.40

(111.8)
	3.60

(91.4)
	0.88

(22.4)
	0.32

(8.1)
	0.07

(1.8)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.15

(3.8)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.62

(15.7)
	1.29

(32.8)
	2.38

(60.5)
	17.79

(452)



	Average rainy days
	6.2
	5.9
	6.1
	3.0
	1.3
	0.4
	0.1
	0.7
	1.3
	2.0
	3.2
	4.4
	34.6



	Source: NOAA[66]
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Further information: Pollution in California § Los Angeles air pollution[image: External link]


A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), which has been translated as "poison oak place".[18][19] Yang-na has also been translated as "the valley of smoke".[78][79] Owing to geography, heavy reliance on automobiles, and the Los Angeles/Long Beach port complex, Los Angeles suffers from air pollution[image: External link] in the form of smog[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Basin[image: External link] and the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] are susceptible to atmospheric inversion[image: External link], which holds in the exhausts from road vehicles, airplanes, locomotives, shipping, manufacturing, and other sources.[80]

The smog season lasts from approximately May to October.[81] While other large cities rely on rain to clear smog, Los Angeles gets only 15 inches (380 mm) of rain each year: pollution accumulates over many consecutive days. Issues of air quality in Los Angeles and other major cities led to the passage of early national environmental legislation, including the Clean Air Act[image: External link]. More recently, the state of California has led the nation in working to limit pollution by mandating low-emission vehicles[image: External link]. Smog is expected to continue to drop in the coming years because of aggressive steps to reduce it, which include electric[image: External link] and hybrid[image: External link] cars, improvements in mass transit[image: External link], and other measures.

The number of Stage 1 smog alerts in Los Angeles has declined from over 100 per year in the 1970s to almost zero in the new millennium.[82] Despite improvement, the 2006 and 2007 annual reports of the American Lung Association[image: External link] ranked the city as the most polluted in the country with short-term particle pollution and year-round particle pollution.[83] In 2008, the city was ranked the second most polluted and again had the highest year-round particulate pollution.[84] The city met its goal of providing 20 percent of the city's power from renewable sources in 2010.[85] The American Lung Association's 2013 survey ranks the metro area as having the nation's worst smog, and fourth in both short-term and year-round pollution amounts.[86]

Climate change[image: External link] has already affected Los Angeles with a 4 degree average temperature rise from 1878 to 2005 with a UCLA[image: External link] study predicting that coastal areas will rise 3 to 4 degrees in temperature and urban areas 4 to 4.5 degrees.[87] In 2014, the fire season never finished in Southern California and studies have predicted that climate change will cause more frequent and larger fires by the end of the century.[87] Climate change is also expected to affect sea levels which are expected to rise 5 to 24 inches from 2000 to 2050 leading to higher storm surge and waves, which could result in more extensive flooding that could threaten critical coastal infrastructure.[87]

Los Angeles is also home to the nation's largest urban oil field[image: External link]. There are more than 700 active oil wells located within 1,500 feet of homes, churches, schools and hospitals in the city, a situation about which the EPA[image: External link] has voiced serious concerns.[88]
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Main article: Demographics of Los Angeles[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	1,610
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	4,385
	
	172.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	5,728
	
	30.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	11,183
	
	95.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	50,395
	
	350.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	102,479
	
	103.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	319,198
	
	211.5%



	1920[image: External link]
	576,673
	
	80.7%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,238,048
	
	114.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	1,504,277
	
	21.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	1,970,358
	
	31.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	2,479,015
	
	25.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	2,811,801
	
	13.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	2,968,528
	
	5.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	3,485,398
	
	17.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	3,694,820
	
	6.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	3,792,621
	
	2.6%



	Est. 2016
	3,976,322
	[89]
	4.8%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[90]






The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][91] reported that Los Angeles had a population of 3,792,621.[92] The population density was 8,092.3 people per square mile (2,913.0/km²). The age distribution was 874,525 people (23.1%) under 18, 434,478 people (11.5%) from 18 to 24, 1,209,367 people (31.9%) from 25 to 44, 877,555 people (23.1%) from 45 to 64, and 396,696 people (10.5%) who were 65 or older.[92] The median age was 34.1 years. For every 100 females there were 99.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 97.6 males.[92]

There were 1,413,995 housing units—up from 1,298,350 during 2005–2009[92]—at an average density of 2,812.8 households per square mile (1,086.0/km²), of which 503,863 (38.2%) were owner-occupied, and 814,305 (61.8%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.1%; the rental vacancy rate was 6.1%. 1,535,444 people (40.5% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 2,172,576 people (57.3%) lived in rental housing units.[92]

According to the 2010 United States Census, Los Angeles had a median household income of $49,497, with 22.0% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[92]
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	Racial composition
	2010[92]
	1990[93]
	1970[93]
	1940[93]



	Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	28.7%
	37.3%
	61.1%[94]
	86.3%



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	9.6%
	14.0%
	17.9%
	4.2%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	48.5%
	39.9%
	17.1%[94]
	7.1%[95]



	Asian[image: External link]
	11.3%
	9.8%
	3.6%
	2.2%




According to the 2010 Census, the racial makeup of Los Angeles included: 1,888,158 Whites[image: External link] (49.8%), 365,118 African Americans[image: External link] (9.6%), 28,215 Native Americans[image: External link] (0.7%), 426,959 Asians[image: External link] (11.3%), 5,577 Pacific Islanders[image: External link] (0.1%), 902,959 from other races[image: External link] (23.8%), and 175,635 (4.6%) from two or more races[image: External link].[92] Hispanics or Latinos[image: External link] of any race were 1,838,822 persons (48.5%). Los Angeles is home to people from more than 140 countries speaking 224 different identified languages.[96] Ethnic enclaves[image: External link] like Chinatown[image: External link], Historic Filipinotown[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Little Armenia[image: External link], Little Ethiopia[image: External link], Tehrangeles[image: External link], Little Tokyo[image: External link], Little Bangladesh[image: External link] and Thai Town[image: External link] provide examples of the polyglot[image: External link] character of Los Angeles.

Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] were 28.7% of the population in 2010,[92] compared to 86.3% in 1940.[93] The majority of the Non-Hispanic white population is living in areas along the Pacific coast as well as in neighboorhoods near and on the Santa Monica Mountains from the Pacific Palisades[image: External link] to Los Feliz[image: External link].

Mexican[image: External link] ancestry make up the largest ethnic group of Hispanics at 31.9% of Los Angeles' population, followed by those of Salvadoran[image: External link] (6.0%) and Guatemalan[image: External link] (3.6%) heritage. The Hispanic population has a long established Mexican-American and Central American community and is spread well-nigh throughout the entire city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area. It is most heavily concentrated in regions around Downtown as East Los Angeles[image: External link], Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link] and Westlake[image: External link]. Furthermore, a vast majority of residents in neighborhoods in eastern South Los Angeles[image: External link] towards Downey[image: External link] are of Hispanic origin.

The largest Asian ethnic groups are Filipinos[image: External link] (3.2%) and Koreans[image: External link] (2.9%), which have their own established ethnic enclaves− Koreatown[image: External link] in the Wilshire Center and Historic Filipinotown[image: External link]. Chinese[image: External link] people, which make up 1.8% of Los Angeles' population, reside mostly outside of Los Angeles city limits and rather in the San Gabriel Valley[image: External link] of eastern Los Angeles County, but make a sizable presence in the city, notably in Chinatown[image: External link]. Chinatown and Thaitown[image: External link] are also home to many Thais[image: External link] and Cambodians[image: External link], which make up 0.3% and 0.1% of Los Angeles' population, respectively. Japanese[image: External link] comprise 0.9% of L.A.'s population, and have an established Little Tokyo[image: External link] in the city's downtown, and another significant community of Japanese Americans is located in the Sawtelle[image: External link] district of West Los Angeles. Vietnamese[image: External link] make up 0.5% of Los Angeles' population. Indians[image: External link] make up 0.9% of the city's population.

The Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] is home to a large population of Armenians[image: External link] and Iranians[image: External link], many of whom live in enclaves like Little Armenia[image: External link] and Tehrangeles[image: External link].

See also: African-American neighborhoods in Los Angeles[image: External link]


African Americans[image: External link] have been the predominant ethnic group in South Los Angeles[image: External link], which has emerged as the largest African American community in the western United States since the 1960s. The neighborhoods of South LA with highest concentration of African Americans include Crenshaw[image: External link], Baldwin Hills[image: External link], Leimert Park[image: External link], Hyde Park[image: External link], Gramercy Park[image: External link], Manchester Square[image: External link] and Watts[image: External link].[97] Apart from South Los Angeles, neighborhoods in the Central[image: External link] region of Los Angeles, as Mid-City[image: External link] and Mid-Wilshire[image: External link] have a moderate concentration of African Americans as well. In 1970, the Census Bureau reported the city's population as 17.9% black, 61.1% non-Hispanic white and 17.1% Hispanic.[93]
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 Religion




According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link] is the most prevalently practiced religion in Los Angeles (65%).[98][99] The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles[image: External link] leads the largest archdiocese[image: External link] in the country.[100] Cardinal Roger Mahony[image: External link] oversaw construction of the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], which opened in September 2002 in downtown Los Angeles.[101] Construction of the cathedral marked a coming of age of the city's Catholic, heavily Latino community. There are numerous Catholic churches and parishes throughout Los Angeles.

In 2011 the once common but ultimately lapsed custom of conducting a procession and Mass in honour of Nuestra Señora de los Ángeles in commemoration of the founding of the City of Los Angeles in 1781 was revived by the Queen of Angels Foundation[image: External link] and its founder Mark Albert[image: External link], with the support and approbation of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] as well as several civic leaders.[102] The recently revived custom is a continuation of the original processions and Masses which commenced on the first anniversary of the founding of Los Angeles in 1782 and continued for nearly a century thereafter.

With 621,000 Jews[image: External link] in the metropolitan area (490,000 in city proper), the region has the second largest population of Jews in the United States.[103] Many of Los Angeles' Jews now live on the Westside[image: External link] and in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link], though Boyle Heights[image: External link] and Northwest Los Angeles[image: External link] once had large Jewish populations. Many varieties of Judaism are represented in the area, including Reform[image: External link], Conservative[image: External link], Orthodox[image: External link], and Reconstructionist[image: External link]. The Breed Street Shul[image: External link] in East Los Angeles[image: External link], built in 1923, was the largest synagogue west of Chicago in its early decades.[104] (It is no longer a sacred space and is being converted to a museum and community center.)[105] The Kabbalah Centre[image: External link] also has a presence in the city.[106]

The International Church of the Foursquare Gospel[image: External link] was founded in Los Angeles by Aimee Semple McPherson[image: External link] in 1927 and remains headquartered there to this day. For many years, the church convened at Angelus Temple[image: External link], which, when built, was one of the largest churches in the country.

The Los Angeles California Temple[image: External link], the second largest temple[image: External link] operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link], is on Santa Monica Boulevard[image: External link] in the Westwood neighborhood[image: External link] of Los Angeles. Dedicated in 1956, it was the first LDS temple[image: External link] built in California and it was the largest in the world when completed.[107]

The Hollywood region of Los Angeles also has several significant headquarters, churches, and the Celebrity Center[image: External link] of Scientology[image: External link].

Because of Los Angeles' large multi-ethnic population, a wide variety of faiths are practiced, including Islam[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Bahá'í[image: External link], various Eastern Orthodox Churches[image: External link], Sufism[image: External link] and others. Immigrants from Asia for example, have formed a number of significant Buddhist[image: External link] congregations making the city home to the greatest variety of Buddhists in the world. Atheism[image: External link] and other secular[image: External link] beliefs are also common, as the city is the largest in the Western U.S. Unchurched Belt[image: External link].
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 Economy




Further information: Los Angeles County, California § Economy[image: External link]


See also: Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce[image: External link]


The economy of Los Angeles is driven by international trade, entertainment (television, motion pictures, video games, music recording, and production), aerospace, technology, petroleum, fashion, apparel, and tourism.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other significant industries include finance, telecommunications, law, healthcare, and transportation.

Three of the six major film studios—Paramount Pictures[image: External link], 20th Century Fox, and Universal Pictures[image: External link]—are located within the city limits.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Los Angeles is the largest manufacturing center in the western United States.[108] The contiguous ports of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Long Beach[image: External link] together comprise the fifth-busiest port in the world and the most significant port in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and is vital to trade within the Pacific Rim[image: External link].[108]

The Los Angeles–Long Beach metropolitan area[image: External link] has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] of $866 billion (as of 2015),[109] making it the third-largest economic metropolitan area in the world, after Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link].[110] Los Angeles has been classified an "Alpha world city[image: External link]" according to a 2012 study by a group at Loughborough University[image: External link].[111]

The largest employers in the city as of 2009 were, in descending order, the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles[image: External link], and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link].[112] The University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC) is the city's fourth largest employer and the largest private sector[image: External link] employer.[113]
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 Fortune 500




The city was home to six companies in the 2014 Fortune 500[image: External link].[114]



	Top publicly traded companies

in Los Angeles for 2014

(ranked by revenues)

with City and U.S. ranks



	L.A.
	
	Corporation
	
	US



	1
	
	Occidental Petroleum[image: External link] Corporation
	
	116



	2
	
	Health Net, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	254



	3
	
	Reliance Steel & Aluminum Co.[image: External link]
	
	299



	4
	
	AECOM Technology Corporation[image: External link]
	
	332



	5
	
	Oaktree Capital Group, LLC[image: External link]
	
	354



	6
	
	CBRE Group, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	363



	Source: Fortune 500[115]
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 Culture




Main article: Arts and culture of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles is often billed as the "Creative Capital of the World", because one in every six of its residents works in a creative industry[116] and there are more artists, writers, filmmakers, actors, dancers and musicians living and working in Los Angeles than any other city at any time in history.[117]
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 Movies and the performing arts




The city's Hollywood neighborhood[image: External link] has become recognized as the center of the motion picture industry[image: External link]. Los Angeles plays host to the annual Academy Awards and is the site of the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link], the oldest film school[image: External link] in the United States.[118]

The performing arts play a major role in Los Angeles' cultural identity. According to the USC Stevens Institute for Innovation, "there are more than 1,100 annual theatrical productions and 21 openings every week."[117] The Los Angeles Music Center[image: External link] is "one of the three largest performing arts centers in the nation", with more than 1.3 million visitors per year.[119] The Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], centerpiece of the Music Center, is home to the prestigious Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link]. Notable organizations such as Center Theatre Group[image: External link], the Los Angeles Master Chorale[image: External link], and the Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] are also resident companies of the Music Center. Talent is locally cultivated at premier institutions such as the Colburn School[image: External link] and the USC Thornton School of Music[image: External link].
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 Museums and galleries




See also: Los Angeles City Museums[image: External link]


There are 841 museums and art galleries in Los Angeles County[image: External link].[120] In fact, Los Angeles has more museums per capita than any other city in the world.[120] Some of the notable museums are the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link] (the largest art museum in the Western United States[121]), the Getty Center[image: External link] (part of the larger J. Paul Getty Trust[image: External link], the world's wealthiest art institution[122]), the Battleship Iowa[image: External link], and the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link]. A significant number of art galleries are located on Gallery Row[image: External link], and tens of thousands attend the monthly Downtown Art Walk there.[123]
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 Sports




See also: Sports in Los Angeles[image: External link] and History of the National Football League in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area are the home of ten top level professional sports teams. These teams include the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Angels[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB), the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL), the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA), the Los Angeles Kings[image: External link] and Anaheim Ducks[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL), the Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS), and the Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link] of the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA).

Other notable sports teams include the UCLA Bruins[image: External link] and the USC Trojans[image: External link] in the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA), both of which are Division I teams in the Pac-12 Conference[image: External link].

Los Angeles is the second-largest city in the United States but hosted no NFL team between 1995 and 2015. At one time, the Los Angeles area hosted two NFL teams: the Rams[image: External link] and the Raiders[image: External link]. Both left the city in 1995, with the Rams moving to St. Louis[image: External link], and the Raiders moving back to their original home of Oakland[image: External link]. After 21 seasons in St. Louis, on January 12, 2016, the NFL announced that the Rams would be moving back to Los Angeles for the 2016 NFL season[image: External link]. A new stadium will be built[image: External link] in Inglewood, California[image: External link] for the team by the 2020 season.[124][125][126] Prior to 1995, the Rams played their home games in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] from 1946 to 1979 and the Raiders played their home games at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum from 1982 to 1994. The San Diego Chargers[image: External link] announced that they will become the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] beginning in the 2017 NFL season[image: External link] and will play at the StubHub Center[image: External link] in Carson, California[image: External link] for the next three seasons.

Los Angeles has twice hosted the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link]: in 1932[image: External link] and in 1984[image: External link], and is currently bidding for 2024 Summer Olympics[image: External link], with Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] as the host stadium. When the tenth Olympic Games were hosted in 1932, the former 10th Street was renamed Olympic Blvd. Super Bowls[image: External link] I[image: External link] and VII[image: External link] were also held in the city, as well as multiple FIFA World Cup[image: External link] games at the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in 1994[image: External link], including the final[image: External link]. Los Angeles also hosted the Deaflympics[image: External link] in 1985[image: External link][127] and Special Olympics World Summer Games[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link].[128]

Los Angeles boasts a number of sports venues, including Dodger Stadium[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], The Forum[image: External link], the StubHub Center[image: External link], the Staples Center[image: External link], and the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in nearby Pasadena.
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 Government




Main article: Government of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Government of Los Angeles County[image: External link]


Los Angeles is a charter city[image: External link] as opposed to a general law city[image: External link]. The current charter was adopted on June 8, 1999 and has been amended many times since then.[129] The elected government[image: External link] consists of the Los Angeles City Council[image: External link] and the Mayor of Los Angeles[image: External link] which operate under a mayor-council government[image: External link], as well as the city attorney[image: External link] (not to be confused with the district attorney[image: External link], a county office) and controller[image: External link]. The current mayor is Eric Garcetti[image: External link]. There are 15 city council districts[image: External link].

The city has many departments and appointed officers, including the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] (LAPD), the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners[image: External link], the Los Angeles Fire Department[image: External link] (LAFD), the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles[image: External link] (HACLA), the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link] (LADOT), and the Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] (LAPL).

The Charter of the City of Los Angeles ratified by voters in 1999 created a system of advisory neighborhood councils that would represent the diversity of stakeholders, defined as those who live, work or own property in the neighborhood. The neighborhood councils are relatively autonomous and spontaneous in that they identify their own boundaries, establish their own bylaws, and elect their own officers. There are currently about 90 neighborhood councils.

Residents of Los Angeles elect supervisors[image: External link] for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th supervisorial districts.
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 Federal and state representation




In the California State Assembly[image: External link], Los Angeles is split between fourteen districts.[130] In the California State Senate[image: External link], the city is split between eight districts.[131] In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], it is split between ten congressional districts.[132]
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 Crime




See also: Crime in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of criminal gangs in Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles experienced a significant decline in crime in the 1990s and late 2000s and reached a 50-year low in 2009 with 314 homicides.[133][134] This is a rate of 7.85 per 100,000 population—a major decrease from 1980 when a homicide rate of 34.2 per 100,000 was reported.[135][136] This included 15 officer-involved shootings. One shooting led to the death of a SWAT[image: External link] team member, Randal Simmons, the first in LAPD's history.[137] Los Angeles in the year of 2013 totaled 251 murders, a decrease of 16 percent from the previous year. Police speculate that the drop resulted from a number of factors, including young people spending more time online.[138] Crime increased significantly in 2015 from the low in 2013 with the rate of aggravated assault up 76%, rape up 182.7% and murder up 9.2%.[139]

The Dragna crime family[image: External link] and the Cohen crime family[image: External link] dominated organized crime in the city during the Prohibition era[image: External link][140] and reached its peak during the 1940s and 1950s with the battle of Sunset Strip[image: External link] as part of the American Mafia[image: External link], but has gradually declined since then with the rise of various black and Hispanic[image: External link] gangs in the late 1960s and early 1970s.[140]

According to the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link], the city is home to 45,000 gang members, organized into 450 gangs.[141] Among them are the Crips[image: External link] and Bloods[image: External link], which are both African American street gangs that originated in the South Los Angeles[image: External link] region. Latino street gangs such as the Sureños[image: External link], a Mexican American street gang, and Mara Salvatrucha[image: External link], which has mainly members of Salvadoran[image: External link] descent, all originated in Los Angeles. This has led to the city being referred to as the "Gang Capital of America".[142]
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 Education
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 Colleges and universities




There are three public universities located within the city limits: California State University, Los Angeles[image: External link] (CSULA), California State University, Northridge[image: External link] (CSUN) and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA).

Private colleges in the city include the American Film Institute Conservatory[image: External link], Alliant International University[image: External link], Syracuse University[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Academy of Dramatic Arts[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Jewish University[image: External link], The American Musical and Dramatic Academy – Los Angeles campus[image: External link], Antioch University[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science[image: External link], Emperor's College[image: External link], Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus (FIDM), Los Angeles Film School[image: External link], Loyola Marymount University[image: External link] (LMU is also the parent university of Loyola Law School[image: External link] located in Los Angeles), Marymount College[image: External link], Mount St. Mary's College[image: External link], National University[image: External link] of California, Occidental College[image: External link] ("Oxy"), Otis College of Art and Design[image: External link] (Otis), Southern California Institute of Architecture[image: External link] (SCI-Arc), Southwestern Law School[image: External link], University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC), and Woodbury University[image: External link].

The community college system consists of nine campuses governed by the trustees of the Los Angeles Community College District: East Los Angeles College[image: External link] (ELAC), Los Angeles City College[image: External link] (LACC), Los Angeles Harbor College[image: External link], Los Angeles Mission College[image: External link], Los Angeles Pierce College[image: External link], Los Angeles Valley College[image: External link] (LAVC), Los Angeles Southwest College[image: External link], Los Angeles Trade-Technical College[image: External link] and West Los Angeles College[image: External link].

There are numerous additional colleges and universities outside the city limits in the Greater Los Angeles area.
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 Schools and libraries




See also: Los Angeles County, California § Colleges and universities[image: External link]; and List of high schools in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]


Los Angeles Unified School District[image: External link] serves almost all of the city of Los Angeles, as well as several surrounding communities, with a student population around 800,000.[143] After Proposition 13[image: External link] was approved in 1978, urban school districts had considerable trouble with funding. LAUSD has become known for its underfunded, overcrowded and poorly maintained campuses, although its 162 Magnet schools[image: External link] help compete with local private schools.

Several small sections of Los Angeles are in the Las Virgenes Unified School District[image: External link]. The Los Angeles County Office of Education operates the Los Angeles County High School for the Arts[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] system operates 72 public libraries in the city.[144] Enclaves of unincorporated areas are served by branches of the County of Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link], many of which are within walking distance to residents.
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 Media




Main article: Media in Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: List of television shows set in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of films set in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The Los Angeles metro area is the second-largest broadcast designated market area[image: External link] in the U.S. (after New York[image: External link]) with 5,431,140 homes (4.956% of the U.S.), which is served by a wide variety of local AM[image: External link] and FM[image: External link] radio and television[image: External link] stations. Los Angeles and New York City are the only two media markets to have seven VHF[image: External link] allocations assigned to them.[145]

As part of the region's aforementioned creative industry, the Big Four major broadcast television networks, ABC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link], Fox[image: External link], and NBC[image: External link], all have production facilities and offices throughout various areas of Los Angeles. All four major broadcast television networks, plus major Spanish-language networks Telemundo[image: External link] and Univision[image: External link], also own and operate stations that both serve the Los Angeles market and serve as each network's West Coast flagship station[image: External link]: ABC's KABC-TV[image: External link] (Channel 7), CBS's KCBS-TV[image: External link] (Channel 2), Fox's KTTV-TV[image: External link] (Channel 11), NBC's KNBC-TV[image: External link] (Chennel 4), Telemundo's KVEA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 52), and Univision's KMEX-TV[image: External link] (Channel 34). The region also has three PBS[image: External link] stations, as well as KCET[image: External link], the nation's largest independent public television station. KTBN[image: External link] (Channel 40) is the flagship station[image: External link] of the religious Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link], based out of Santa Ana[image: External link]. A variety of independent television stations, such as KCAL-TV[image: External link] (Channel 9) and KTLA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 5), also operate in the area.

The major daily English-language newspaper in the area is the Los Angeles Times. La Opinión[image: External link] is the city's major daily Spanish-language paper. The Korea Times[image: External link] is the city's major daily Korean language[image: External link] paper while The World Journal[image: External link] is the city and county's major Chinese newspaper. The Los Angeles Sentinel[image: External link] is the city's major African-American[image: External link] weekly paper, boasting the largest African-American readership in the Western United States[image: External link]. Investor's Business Daily[image: External link] is distributed from its L.A. corporate offices, which are headquartered in Playa del Rey.

There are also a number of smaller regional newspapers, alternative weeklies and magazines, including the Los Angeles Register[image: External link], Los Angeles Community News, (which focuses on coverage of the greater Los Angeles area), Los Angeles Daily News[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]), LA Weekly[image: External link], L.A. Record[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the music scene in the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]), Los Angeles Magazine, the Los Angeles Business Journal[image: External link], the Los Angeles Daily Journal (legal industry paper), The Hollywood Reporter, Variety (both entertainment industry papers), and Los Angeles Downtown News[image: External link]. In addition to the major papers, numerous local periodicals serve immigrant communities in their native languages, including Armenian, English, Korean, Persian, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, and Arabic. Many cities adjacent to Los Angeles also have their own daily newspapers whose coverage and availability overlaps into certain Los Angeles neighborhoods. Examples include The Daily Breeze[image: External link] (serving the South Bay[image: External link]), and The Long Beach Press-Telegram[image: External link].

Los Angeles arts, culture and nightlife news is also covered by a number of local and national online guides like Time Out Los Angeles[image: External link], Thrillist[image: External link], Kristin's List, DailyCandy, LAist, and Flavorpill.[146]
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Los Angeles[image: External link]
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 Freeways




Main article: Southern California freeways[image: External link]


The city and the rest of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] are served by an extensive network of freeways and highways. The Texas Transportation Institute[image: External link], which publishes an annual Urban Mobility Report, ranked Los Angeles road traffic as the most congested in the United States in 2005 as measured by annual delay per traveler.[147] The average traveler in Los Angeles experienced 72 hours of traffic delay per year according to the study. Los Angeles was followed by San Francisco[image: External link]/ Oakland[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Atlanta[image: External link], (each with 60 hours of delay).[148] Despite the congestion in the city, the mean travel time for commuters in Los Angeles is shorter than other major cities, including New York City[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link]. Los Angeles's mean travel time for work commutes in 2006 was 29.2 minutes, similar to those of San Francisco and Washington, D.C.[149]

Among the major highways that connect LA to the rest of the nation include Interstate 5[image: External link], which runs south through San Diego[image: External link] to Tijuana[image: External link] in Mexico and north through Sacramento[image: External link], Portland[image: External link], and Seattle[image: External link] to the Canada–US border[image: External link]; Interstate 10[image: External link], the southernmost east–west, coast-to-coast Interstate Highway[image: External link] in the United States, going to Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link]; and U.S. Route 101[image: External link], which heads to the California Central Coast[image: External link], San Francisco, the Redwood Empire[image: External link], and the Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] coasts.
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 Transit systems




Main article: Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link]


The LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and other agencies operate an extensive system of bus lines, as well as subway[image: External link] and light rail lines across Los Angeles County, with a combined monthly ridership (measured in individual boardings) of 38.8 million as of September 2011. The majority of this (30.5 million) is taken up by the city's bus system,[150] the second busiest in the country. The subway and light rail combined average the remaining roughly 8.2 million boardings per month.[150] In 2005, 10.2% of Los Angeles commuters rode some form of public transportation.[151]

The city's subway system[image: External link] is the ninth busiest in the United States[image: External link] and its light rail system is the country's second busiest[image: External link].[152] The rail system includes the Red[image: External link] and Purple[image: External link] subway lines, as well as the Gold[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Expo[image: External link], and Green[image: External link] light rail lines. In 2016, the Expo Line was extended to the Pacific at Santa Monica[image: External link]. The Metro Orange[image: External link] and Silver[image: External link] lines are bus rapid transit[image: External link] lines with stops and frequency similar to those of light rail. The city is also central to the commuter rail[image: External link] system Metrolink[image: External link], which links Los Angeles to all neighboring counties as well as many suburbs.

Besides the rail service provided by Metrolink[image: External link] and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los Angeles is served by inter-city passenger trains from Amtrak[image: External link]. The main rail station in the city is Union Station[image: External link] just north of Downtown.

In addition, the city directly contracts for local and commuter bus service through the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link], or LADOT.
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 Airports




Main article: List of airports in the Los Angeles area[image: External link]


The main international and domestic airport serving Los Angeles is Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: LAX,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLAX), commonly referred to by its airport code, LAX. The sixth busiest commercial airport in the world and the third busiest in the United States, LAX handled over 66 million passengers and close to 2 million tons of cargo in 2013.

Other major nearby commercial airports include:


	( IATA[image: External link]: ONT,  ICAO[image: External link]: KONT) LA/Ontario International Airport[image: External link], owned by the city of Los Angeles; serves the Inland Empire.

	( IATA[image: External link]: BUR,  ICAO[image: External link]: KBUR) Bob Hope Airport[image: External link], formerly known as Burbank Airport; serves the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys

	( IATA[image: External link]: LGB,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLGB) Long Beach Airport[image: External link], serves the Long Beach/Harbor area

	( IATA[image: External link]: SNA,  ICAO[image: External link]: KSNA) John Wayne Airport[image: External link] of Orange County



One of the world's busiest general-aviation airports is also located in Los Angeles, Van Nuys Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: VNY,  ICAO[image: External link]: KVNY).[153]
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 Seaports




The Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] is located in San Pedro Bay[image: External link] in the San Pedro[image: External link] neighborhood, approximately 20 miles (32 km) south of Downtown. Also called Los Angeles Harbor and WORLDPORT LA, the port complex occupies 7,500 acres (30 km2) of land and water along 43 miles (69 km) of waterfront. It adjoins the separate Port of Long Beach[image: External link].

The sea ports of the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Port of Long Beach[image: External link] together make up the Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbor.[154][155] Together, both ports are the fifth busiest container[image: External link] port in the world, with a trade volume of over 14.2 million TEU's[image: External link] in 2008.[156] Singly, the Port of Los Angeles is the busiest container ports in the United States and the largest cruise ship center on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link] – The Port of Los Angeles' World Cruise Center served about 590,000 passengers in 2014.[157]

There are also smaller, non-industrial harbors along Los Angeles' coastline. The port includes four bridges: the Vincent Thomas Bridge[image: External link], Henry Ford Bridge[image: External link], Gerald Desmond Bridge[image: External link], and Commodore Schuyler F. Heim Bridge[image: External link]. Passenger ferry service from San Pedro to the city of Avalon[image: External link] on Santa Catalina Island[image: External link] is provided by Catalina Express.
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]


As home to Hollywood and its entertainment industry, numerous singers, actors and other entertainers live in various districts of Los Angeles.
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 Twin towns and sister cities




Los Angeles has 25 sister cities[image: External link],[158] listed chronologically by year joined:



	
Eilat[image: External link], Israel (1959)

	
Nagoya[image: External link], Japan (1959)

	
Salvador, Bahia[image: External link], Brazil (1962)

	
Bordeaux[image: External link], France (1964)[159][160]


	
Berlin[image: External link], Germany (1967)[161]


	
Lusaka[image: External link], Zambia (1968)

	
Mexico City[image: External link], Mexico (1969)

	
Auckland[image: External link], New Zealand (1971)

	
Busan[image: External link], South Korea (1971)

	
Mumbai[image: External link], India (1972)

	
Tehran[image: External link], Iran (1972)

	
Taipei[image: External link], Taiwan, Republic of China (1979)

	
Guangzhou[image: External link], People's Republic of China (1981)[162]


	
Athens[image: External link], Greece (1984)

	
Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russia (1984)

	
Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia, Canada (1986)[163]


	
Giza[image: External link], Egypt (1989)

	
Jakarta[image: External link], Indonesia (1990)

	
Kaunas[image: External link], Lithuania (1991)

	
Makati[image: External link], Philippines (1992)

	
Split, Croatia[image: External link] (1993)[164]


	
San Salvador[image: External link], El Salvador (2005)

	
Beirut[image: External link], Lebanon (2006)

	
Ischia, Campania[image: External link], Italy (2006)

	
Yerevan[image: External link], Armenia (2007)[165]






In addition, Los Angeles has the following "friendship cities":[166]


	London, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Łódź, Poland[image: External link]

	Manchester, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	
Tel Aviv, Israel[image: External link][167]
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Epic Film






For the movie, see Epic Movie[image: External link], Epic (2013 film)[image: External link], and Epic (1984 film)[image: External link].

This article is about the film genre. For films named "Epic", see Epic (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Epic film is a style of filmmaking with large scale, sweeping scope, and spectacle. The usage of the term has shifted over time, sometimes designating a film genre[image: External link] and at other times simply synonymous with big budget filmmaking. Like epics[image: External link] in the classical literary sense it is often focused on a heroic character[image: External link]. An epic's ambitious nature helps to set it apart from other types of film such as the period piece[image: External link] or adventure film[image: External link]. Epic historical films would usually take a historical or a mythic event and add an extravagant setting and lavish costumes, accompanied by an expansive musical score[image: External link] with an ensemble cast, which would make them among the most expensive of films to produce. The most common subjects of epic films are royalty, and important figures from various periods in world history.[1]



TOP
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 Characteristics




The term "epic" originally came from the poetic genre exemplified by such works as the Iliad[image: External link], Epic of Gilgamesh[image: External link], or the Odyssey[image: External link]. In classical literature, epics are considered works focused on deeds or journeys of heroes upon which the fate of a large number of people depend. Similarly, films described as "epic" typically take a historical character, or a mythic[image: External link] heroic figure. Common subjects of epics are royalty[image: External link], gladiators[image: External link], great military leaders, or leading personalities from various periods in world history. However, there are some films described as "epic" almost solely on the basis of their enormous scope and the sweeping panorama of their settings such as How the West was Won or East of Eden that do not have the typical substance of classical epics but are directed in an epic style.

When described as "epic" because of content, an epic movie is often set during a time of war or other societal crisis, while usually covering a longer span of time sometimes throughout entire generations coming and passing away, in terms of both the events depicted and the running time of the film. Such films usually have a historical setting, although fantasy[image: External link] or science fiction[image: External link] settings have become common in recent decades. The central conflict of the film is usually seen as having far-reaching effects, often changing the course of history[image: External link]. The main characters' actions are often central to the resolution of the societal conflict.

In its classification of films by genre, the American Film Institute limits the genre to historical films such as Ben-Hur[image: External link]. However, film scholars such as Constantine Santas are willing to extend the label to science-fiction films such as 2001: A Space Odyssey and Star Wars.[2] Nickolas Haydock suggests that "Surely one of the hardest film genres to define is that of the "epic" film, encompassing such examples as Ben-Hur, Gone with the Wind....and more recently, 300 and the Star Wars films...none of these comes from literary epics per se, and there is little that links them with one another. Among those who espouse film genre studies, epic is one of the most despised and ignored genres"[3] Finally, although the American Movie Channel formally defines epic films as historical films, they nonetheless state the epic film may be combined with the genre of science-fiction and cite Star Wars as an example.[4]

Stylistically, films classed as epic usually employ spectacular settings and specially designed costumes, often accompanied by a sweeping musical score, and an ensemble cast of bankable stars[image: External link]. Epics are usually among the most expensive of films to produce. They often use on-location filming, authentic period costumes[image: External link], and action[image: External link] scenes on a massive scale. Biographical films[image: External link] may be less lavish versions of this genre.

Many writers may refer to any film that is "long" (over two hours) as an epic, making the definition epic a matter of dispute, and raise questions as to whether it is a "genre" at all. As Roger Ebert put it, in his "Great Movies" article on Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link]:[5]


The word epic in recent years has become synonymous with big budget B picture[image: External link]. What you realize watching Lawrence of Arabia is that the word epic refers not to the cost or the elaborate production, but to the size of the ideas and vision. Werner Herzog's Aguirre: The Wrath of God[image: External link] didn't cost as much as the catering in Pearl Harbor[image: External link], but it is an epic, and Pearl Harbor is not.



The comedy film Monty Python and the Holy Grail[image: External link] had the joking tagline[image: External link] "Makes Ben Hur[image: External link] look like an epic."
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 History




The epic is among the oldest of film genres, with one early notable example being Giovanni Pastrone[image: External link]'s Cabiria[image: External link], a three-hour silent film[image: External link] about the Punic Wars[image: External link] that laid the groundwork for the subsequent silent epics of D. W. Griffith[image: External link].

The genre reached a peak of popularity in the early 1960s,[6] when Hollywood frequently collaborated with foreign film studios (such as Rome's Cinecittà[image: External link]) to use relatively exotic locations in Spain[image: External link], Morocco[image: External link], and elsewhere for the production of epic films such as El Cid[image: External link], 1961 or Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link], 1962. This boom period of international co-productions is generally considered to have ended with Cleopatra[image: External link] (1963), The Fall of the Roman Empire[image: External link] (1964), and Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] (1965). Nevertheless, films in this genre continued to appear, with one notable example being War and Peace[image: External link], which was released in the former Soviet Union[image: External link] in 1968, directed by Sergei Bondarchuk[image: External link], and said to be the most expensive film ever made.

Epic films continue to be produced, although since the development of CGI they typically use computer effects instead of an actual cast of thousands. Since the 1950s, such films have regularly been shot with a wide aspect ratio[image: External link] for a more immersive and panoramic theatrical experience.

Epic films were recognized in a montage at the 2006 Academy Awards[image: External link].
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 Subgenres
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 War epics




War epics are generally focused on specific battles in a war, P.O.W (Prisoner of War) camps or the personal consequences of living in an invaded/occupied country. Many war epics take place during World War II[image: External link] or the Vietnam War[image: External link], with notable exceptions being Master & Commander: The Far Side of the World[image: External link], set during the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], The Patriot[image: External link], set during the Revolutionary War[image: External link], and Gettysburg[image: External link], set during the American Civil War[image: External link].

Examples of the more contemporary based war epics include The Burmese Harp[image: External link] (1956), The Bridge on the River Kwai[image: External link] (1957), The Human Condition[image: External link] (1959–1961), Paths of Glory[image: External link] (1957), The Deer Hunter[image: External link] (1978), Apocalypse Now[image: External link] (1979), Kagemusha[image: External link] (1980), Das Boot[image: External link] (1981), Gallipoli[image: External link] (1981), Come and See[image: External link] (1985), Ran[image: External link] (1985), Platoon[image: External link] (1986), Full Metal Jacket[image: External link] (1987), Saving Private Ryan[image: External link] (1998), The Thin Red Line[image: External link] (1998), and Hacksaw Ridge[image: External link] (2016).
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 Historical epics




Historical epics are epic films that take place in the historical past, often focusing on people who alter the course of history. A number of historical epics, especially those made in the 1950s and 1960s, are set in ancient times, particularly in Rome[image: External link], Greece[image: External link], or Egypt[image: External link]. Historical epics typically are more grand-scale than other types of epics, featuring elaborate sets and large numbers of extras. Examples of historical epics include The Birth of a Nation[image: External link] (1915), Intolerance[image: External link] (1916), Gone with the Wind[image: External link] (1939), Around the World in 80 Days[image: External link] (1956), The Bridge on the River Kwai[image: External link] (1957), Ben-Hur[image: External link] (1959), Spartacus[image: External link] (1960), El Cid[image: External link] ( 1961[image: External link]), Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link] (1962), Cleopatra[image: External link] (1963), Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] (1965), War and Peace[image: External link] (1966-1967), Barry Lyndon[image: External link] (1975), Gandhi[image: External link] (1982), The Last Emperor[image: External link] (1987), Schindler's List[image: External link] (1993), Braveheart[image: External link] (1995), Titanic (1997), Gladiator (2000), The Patriot[image: External link] (2000), Gangs of New York[image: External link] (2002), The Last Samurai[image: External link] (2003), The Aviator[image: External link] (2004), Troy[image: External link] (2004), Alexander[image: External link] (2004), and Hugo[image: External link] (2011).
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 Religious epics




Grand-scale films involving Jesus, Moses or other religious figures have been called religious or biblical epics. This genre was popular in the 1950s and was often associated with towering budgets and such stars as Charlton Heston[image: External link]. Notable examples include Quo Vadis[image: External link] (1951), The Ten Commandments[image: External link] (1956), and Ben-Hur[image: External link] (1959). The 1960s brought the first attempt by a major studio to produce a religious epic in which the Christ Event was its singular focus. MGM released King of Kings[image: External link] in 1961, inspired by a Cecil B. DeMille[image: External link] film of the same title from 1927. Four years later, The Greatest Story Ever Told[image: External link], directed by George Stevens, was completed for $25 million.

In the 1980s Martin Scorsese[image: External link] made The Last Temptation of Christ[image: External link] (1988), a controversial landmark examination of Jesus Christ's human nature that stands among the director's finest works. A recent example is the 2004 Mel Gibson[image: External link] film The Passion of the Christ[image: External link].

Another recent example is the Martin Scorsese[image: External link] epic Silence[image: External link] (2016), about two Portuguese priests in the 17th Century Japan who struggle with faith while searching for their mentor. The film has been hailed by many critics as one of Scorsese's greatest films of his career.
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 Romantic epics




Romantic epics are romance films[image: External link] done on a large scale, usually in a historical setting. The romance itself is often portrayed in a counterpoint to war, conflict or political events in the background of the story. In these films, the romance and the main character's relationships are the centerpiece of the story, rather than a subplot. Some epic films portray a tempestuous romance against the background of war. The romance itself is often portrayed in a counterpoint to war, conflict or political events in the background of the story, while the romance is in the foreground. Gone with the Wind has been described as the archetypal romantic epic.[7] Examples include Gone with the Wind[image: External link] (1939), Giant[image: External link] (1956), Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] (1965), Ryan's Daughter[image: External link] (1970), Out of Africa[image: External link] (1985), The Age of Innocence[image: External link] (1993), Forrest Gump[image: External link] (1994), The English Patient[image: External link] (1996), Titanic (1997), Lagaan[image: External link] (2000), Brokeback Mountain[image: External link] (2005), The Painted Veil[image: External link] (2006), Tristan & Isolde[image: External link] (2006), Atonement[image: External link] (2007), Australia[image: External link] (2008), Les Misérables[image: External link] (2012) and The Great Gatsby[image: External link] (2013).
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 Crime epics




Epic crime films are usually gangster stories done on a wide scale, and usually show the rise and fall of a criminal empire. The most famous example is The Godfather Trilogy[image: External link] (1972-1990), with all three films of large scope and scale, as well as Sergio Leone[image: External link]'s Once Upon a Time in America[image: External link] in 1984. While not about organized crime, Michael Mann's Heat[image: External link] portrays a heist on a very massive scale, and thus falls into this category. Other examples include Scarface[image: External link] (1983), Goodfellas[image: External link] (1990), Casino[image: External link] (1995), The Departed[image: External link] (2006) and The Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link] (2013).
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 Western epics




The epic western is a subgenre of the western that emphasizes the story of the American Old West on a grand scale. Many epic westerns are commonly set during a turbulent time, especially a war, as in Sergio Leone's The Good, the Bad and the Ugly[image: External link] (1966), set during the American Civil War, or Sam Peckinpah's The Wild Bunch[image: External link] (1969), set during the Mexican Revolution. One of the grandest films in this genre is Leone's Once Upon a Time in the West[image: External link] (1968), which shows many operatic conflicts centered on control of a town while utilizing wide scale shots on Monument Valley locations against a broad running time. Other notable examples include The Iron Horse[image: External link] (1924), Duel in the Sun[image: External link] (1946), The Searchers[image: External link] (1956), Giant[image: External link] (1956), The Big Country[image: External link] (1958), Cimarron[image: External link] (1960), How the West Was Won[image: External link] (1962), A Fistful of Dollars[image: External link] (1964), For A Few Dollars More[image: External link] (1965), Duck, You Sucker![image: External link] (1971), Heaven's Gate[image: External link] (1980), Dances with Wolves[image: External link] (1990), The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford[image: External link] (2007), Django Unchained[image: External link] (2012), and The Revenant (2015).
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 Science fiction and fantasy epics




Fritz Lang[image: External link]'s 1927 film Metropolis[image: External link] is considered the first science fiction epic, as well as the first science fiction feature length film. Epics of this genre received mainstream attention in 1968 with Stanley Kubrick[image: External link]'s 2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link], as well as with the earlier 1968 film Planet of the Apes[image: External link]. Nine years later, George Lucas' Star Wars films debuted, rocketing the science fiction/fantasy epic to unprecedented blockbuster successes. Another milestone in the sci-fi genre is considered to be Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s 1982 film Blade Runner[image: External link]. Opening in 2009, James Cameron[image: External link]'s Avatar again showed the pulling power of the science fiction epic, going on to gross over $700 million domestically and over $2.7 billion worldwide, which makes it the most successful box office movie of all time, not taking inflation into account.

Martin Scorsese[image: External link]'s 2011 Hugo[image: External link] is a recent notable example of a 3-D fantasy adventure epic, whose budget was around 150-170 million. In recent times, many fantasy epics have been produced with varying success, including the Pirates of the Caribbean[image: External link] series based on the theme park ride of the same name[image: External link], Peter Jackson[image: External link]'s The Hobbit film trilogy and The Lord of the Rings film trilogy[image: External link] based on the book series of the same name by J. R. R. Tolkien[image: External link], the Harry Potter movies film series[image: External link] based on the book series of the same name by J.K. Rowling[image: External link] and the Hunger Games film series[image: External link] based on the book trilogy by Suzanne Collins[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Animation




There have been many animation epic films made on different subjects. Hayao Miyazaki[image: External link]'s Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind[image: External link] and Princess Mononoke[image: External link] are two notable animation war-fantasy epics.[8] Both the films portray the struggle between human and nature; and the protagonists trying to establish a peaceful co-living. Katsuhiro Ôtomo[image: External link]'s Akira[image: External link] is another example of animation epic which depicts a dystopian society in cyberpunk fashion. An American example of an animated epic is the Disney film The Lion King[image: External link].
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 Public reception
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 Gross revenue




The enduring popularity of the epic is often accredited to their ability to appeal to a wide audience. Many of the highest-grossing films of all-time have been epics.[9] The 1997 film Titanic, which is cited as helping to revive the genre, grossed $658 million domestically and over $2.1 billion worldwide, making it the second highest-grossing film of all-time, behind 2009's Avatar[10] another epic which grossed $2.7 billion worldwide. If inflation is taken into account, then the historical epic Gone with the Wind[image: External link] becomes the highest-grossing film ever in the United States.[11] Adjusted for inflation it earned the equivalent of $1.6 billion in the United States alone.[9] Adjusted for ticket price inflation, the science fiction/fantasy epic Star Wars stands at number 2, with an inflated gross of $1.4 billion in the United States.[9]
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So far the most Academy Awards ever won by a single film stands at 11. This feat has only been achieved by 3 movies ( Ben-Hur[image: External link], Titanic and The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King) all of which are considered epics.
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Space Opera






Space opera is a subgenre[image: External link] of science fiction[image: External link] that emphasizes space warfare[image: External link], melodramatic[image: External link] adventure, interplanetary battles, as well as chivalric romance[image: External link], and often risk-taking. Set mainly or entirely in outer space[image: External link], it usually involves conflict between opponents possessing advanced abilities, futuristic weapons[image: External link], and other sophisticated technology[image: External link]. The term has no relation to music but is instead a play on the terms "soap opera[image: External link]" and "horse opera[image: External link]",[citation needed[image: External link]] the latter of which was coined during the 1930s to indicate clichéd and formulaic Western movies. Space operas emerged in the 1930s and they continue to be produced in literature, film, comics, and video games.

Notable space opera novels include the Foundation[image: External link] series (1942–1999) by Isaac Asimov[image: External link], the Lensman[image: External link] series (1948-1954) by E. E. Smith[image: External link] and the Ender's Game[image: External link] series (1985–present) by Orson Scott Card[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] An early notable space opera film was Flash Gordon[image: External link] (1936–present) created by Alex Raymond[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] In the late 1970s, the Star Wars franchise (1977–present) created by George Lucas brought a great deal of attention to the subgenre.[1]
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Space opera is defined as an adventure science-fiction story.[2]

The term "space opera" was coined in 1941 by fan writer[image: External link] and author Wilson Tucker[image: External link] as a pejorative term in an article in issue 36 of science fiction fanzine[image: External link] Le Zombie[image: External link].[3] At the time, serial radio dramas in the United States had become popularly known as soap operas[image: External link] because many were sponsored by soap manufacturers.[citation needed[image: External link]] Tucker defined space opera as the science fiction equivalent: a "hacky, grinding, stinking, outworn, spaceship yarn".[4] Even earlier, the term horse opera[image: External link] had come into use as a term for Western films[image: External link]. In fact, some fans and critics have noted that the plots of space operas have sometimes been taken from horse operas and simply translated into an outer space environment, as famously parodied on the back cover of the first issue of Galaxy Science Fiction[image: External link]. Still, during the late 1920s and early 1930s, when the stories were printed in science-fiction magazines, the stories were often referred to as "super-science epics".[5]

Beginning in the 1960s, and widely accepted by the 1970s, the space opera was redefined, following Brian Aldiss[image: External link]' definition in Space Opera[image: External link] (1974) as (in the paraphrase Hartwell and Cramer) "the good old stuff".[6]:10-18 Yet soon after his redefinition, it began to be challenged, for example, by the editorial practice and marketing of Judy-Lynn del Rey[image: External link] and in the reviews of her husband and colleague Lester del Rey[image: External link].[6]:10-18 In particular, they disputed the claims that space operas were obsolete, and Del Rey Books labeled reissues of earlier work of Leigh Brackett[image: External link] as space opera.[6]:10-18 By the early 1980s, space operas (adventure stories set in space) were again redefined, and the label was attached to major popular culture[image: External link] works such as Star Wars.[6]:10-18 The term space opera began to be recognized only in the early 1990s as a legitimate genre of science fiction.[6]:10-18 Hartwell and Cramer define space opera as "colorful, dramatic, large-scale science fiction adventure, competently and sometimes beautifully written, usually focused on a sympathetic, heroic central character and plot action, and usually set in the relatively distant future, and in space or on other worlds, characteristically optimistic in tone. It often deals with war, piracy, military virtues, and very large-scale action, large stakes."[6]:10-18
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 History




Early works related to but preceding the subgenre contained many elements of what would become space opera. They are today referred to as proto-space opera.[7] The earliest proto-space opera was written by a few little-known mid-nineteenth century French authors, for example, Star ou Psi de Cassiopée: Histoire Merveilleuse de l’un des Mondes de l’Espace (1854) by C. I. Defontenay[image: External link] and Lumen (1872) by Camille Flammarion[image: External link]. Not widely popular, proto-space operas were nevertheless occasionally written during the late Victorian[image: External link] and Edwardian[image: External link] science fiction era. Examples may be found in the works of Percy Greg[image: External link], Garrett P. Serviss[image: External link], George Griffith[image: External link], and Robert Cromie.[8]:147-148 One critic cites Robert William Cole[image: External link]'s The Struggle for Empire: A Story of the Year 2236 as the first space opera.[8]:147 The novel does depict an interstellar conflict between solar men of Earth and a fierce humanoid race headquartered on Sirius[image: External link]. However, the idea for the novel arises out of a nationalistic genre of fiction popular from 1880 to 1914 called future war fiction;[9] therefore, many[ who?[image: External link]] would dispute its claim to be called the first space opera. While these early stories included interplanetary[image: External link] and interstellar travels[image: External link] and adventures, intergalactic travels[image: External link] and galaxies other than the Milky Way[image: External link] would not be introduced until years later when tales like Outside the Universe (Weird Tales, July–October 1929) by Edmond Hamilton[image: External link] appeared, after Hubble[image: External link] had published his discoveries in 1924-1925, and made the public aware that the universe expanded beyond our own galaxy and was much larger than the limited and static universe[image: External link] people had believed in until then.

Despite this seemingly early beginning, it was not until the late 1920s that the space opera proper began to appear regularly in pulp magazines[image: External link] such as Amazing Stories[image: External link].[6]:10-18[7] In film, the genre probably began with the 1918 Danish film, Himmelskibet[image: External link].[10] Unlike earlier stories of space adventure, which either related the invasion of Earth by extraterrestrials, or concentrated on the invention of a space vehicle by a genius inventor, pure space opera simply took space travel for granted (usually by setting the story in the far future), skipped the preliminaries, and launched straight into tales of derring-do among the stars. Some early stories of this type include J. Schlossel[image: External link]'s "Invaders from Outside" (January 1925, Weird Tales),[8][ page needed[image: External link]] Ray Cummings[image: External link]' Tarrano the Conqueror (1925), Edmond Hamilton's Across Space (1926) and Crashing Suns (in Weird Tales, August–September 1928), J. Schlossel's The Second Swarm (Spring 1928, in Amazing Stories Quarterly), and The Star Stealers (February 1929 in Weird Tales).[7] Similar stories by other writers followed through 1929 and 1930. By 1931, the space opera was well established as a major subgenre of science fiction.[citation needed[image: External link]]

However, the author cited most often as the true father of the genre is E. E. "Doc" Smith[image: External link]. His first published work, The Skylark of Space[image: External link], written in collaboration with Lee Hawkins Garby[image: External link], (August–October 1928, Amazing Stories[image: External link]) is often called the first great space opera.[7] It merges the traditional tale of a scientist inventing a space-drive with planetary romance[image: External link] in the style of Edgar Rice Burroughs[image: External link].[6]:10-18 Smith's later Lensman series and the works of Edmond Hamilton[image: External link], John W. Campbell[image: External link], and Jack Williamson[image: External link] in the 1930s and 1940s were popular with readers and much imitated by other writers. By the early 1940s, the repetitiousness and extravagance of some of these stories led to objections from some fans and the coining of the term in its original, pejorative sense.

Eventually, though, a fondness for the best examples of the genre led to a reevaluation of the term and a resurrection of some of the subgenre's traditions. Writers such as Poul Anderson[image: External link] and Gordon R. Dickson[image: External link] had kept the large-scale space adventure form alive through the 1950s, followed by writers like M. John Harrison[image: External link] and C. J. Cherryh[image: External link] in the 1970s. By this time, "space opera" was for many readers no longer a term of insult but a simple description of a particular kind of science fiction adventure story.[6]:10-18

According to author Paul J. McAuley[image: External link], a number of mostly British writers began to reinvent space opera in the 1970s[11] (although most non-British critics tend to dispute the British claim to dominance in the new space opera arena).[6]:10-18 Significant events in this process include the publication of M. John Harrison[image: External link]'s The Centauri Device[image: External link] in 1975 and a "call to arms" editorial by David Pringle[image: External link] and Colin Greenland[image: External link] in the Summer 1984 issue of Interzone[image: External link];[11] and the financial success of Star Wars, which follows some traditional space opera conventions.[6]:10-18 This "new space opera", which evolved around the same time cyberpunk[image: External link] emerged and was influenced by it, is darker, moves away from the "triumph of mankind" template of older space opera, involves newer technologies, and has stronger characterization than the space opera of old.[original research?[image: External link]] While it does retain the interstellar scale and scope of traditional space opera, it can also be scientifically rigorous.[original research?[image: External link]]

The new space opera was a reaction against the old.[citation needed[image: External link]] New space opera proponents claim that the genre centers on character development, fine writing, high literary standards, verisimilitude, and a moral exploration of contemporary social issues.[citation needed[image: External link]] McAuley and Michael Levy[12] identify Iain M. Banks[image: External link], Stephen Baxter[image: External link], M. John Harrison[image: External link], Alastair Reynolds[image: External link], McAuley[image: External link] himself,[11] Ken MacLeod[image: External link], Peter F. Hamilton[image: External link], and Justina Robson[image: External link] as the most notable practitioners of the new space opera.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Some critics distinguish between space opera and planetary romance[image: External link].[13] Where space opera grows often out of both the Western[image: External link] and sea adventure traditions,[citation needed[image: External link]] the planetary romance grows out of the lost world or lost civilization tradition.[citation needed[image: External link]] Both feature adventures in exotic settings, but space opera emphasizes space travel, while planetary romances focus on alien worlds. In this view, the Martian, Venusian, and lunar-setting stories of Edgar Rice Burroughs[image: External link] would be planetary romances (and among the earliest), as would be Leigh Brackett[image: External link]'s Burroughs-influenced Eric John Stark[image: External link] stories.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Space opera can also sometimes be contrasted with "hard science fiction[image: External link]", in which the emphasis is on the effects of technological progress and inventions, and where the settings are carefully worked out to obey the laws of physics, cosmology, mathematics, and biology.[citation needed[image: External link]] Some examples are seen in the works of Alastair Reynolds[image: External link] or the movie The Last Starfighter[image: External link]. At other times, space opera can concur with hard science fiction and differ from soft science fiction[image: External link] by instead focusing on scientific accuracy such as The Risen Empire[image: External link] by Scott Westerfeld[image: External link]. Other space opera works may be defined as a balance between both or simultaneously hard science fiction as well as soft science fiction such as the Dune prequel series by Kevin J. Anderson[image: External link] and Brian Herbert[image: External link] or the Star Wars series created by George Lucas.[14]

Several subsets of space opera overlap with military science fiction[image: External link], concentrating on large-scale space battles with futuristic weapons.[citation needed[image: External link]] In such stories, the military tone and weapon system technology may be taken very seriously. At one extreme, the genre is used to speculate about future wars involving space travel, or the effects of such a war on humans; at the other, it consists of the use of military fiction plots with some superficial science fiction trappings. The term "military space opera" is occasionally used to denote this subgenre, as used for example by critic Sylvia Kelso when describing Lois McMaster Bujold[image: External link]'s Vorkosigan Saga[image: External link].[6]:251

The key distinction of space opera from military science fiction is that the principal characters in a space opera are not military personnel, but civilians or paramilitary[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Military science fiction also does not necessarily always include an outer space or multi-planetary setting like space opera.[original research?[image: External link]]
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 Influence




During the Golden Age of Science Fiction[image: External link], the fanciful space opera stories were seen in sharp contrast to the terse, scientifically plausible material that came to dominate mainstream science fiction typified by the magazine Astounding Stories[image: External link]. Although at this time, space opera stories were often relegated to the status of children's entertainment, their freedom of imagination and romance proved to be an early major influence on the "New Wave" writers of the 1960s, who became exasperated by the limitations of "hard" SF.[15]

After the convention-breaking "New Wave", followed by the enormous success of the Star Wars films, space opera became once again a critically acceptable subgenre. Throughout years 1982–2002, the Hugo Award[image: External link] for best science fiction novel was often given to a space opera nominee.[6]

A role-playing game[image: External link], Space Opera[image: External link], was created based on the genre.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Return of the Jedi






For other uses, see Return of the Jedi (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"The Battle of Endor" redirects here. It is not to be confused with The Battle for Endor.

Return of the Jedi (also known as Star Wars: Episode VI – Return of the Jedi) is a 1983 American epic space opera film directed by Richard Marquand[image: External link]. The screenplay by Lawrence Kasdan and George Lucas was from a story by Lucas, who was also the executive producer. It was the third and final installment in the original Star Wars trilogy and the first film to use THX technology. The film is set one year after The Empire Strikes Back[9] and was produced by Howard Kazanjian[image: External link] for Lucasfilm Ltd. The film stars Mark Hamill[image: External link], Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher, Billy Dee Williams[image: External link], Anthony Daniels, David Prowse[image: External link], Kenny Baker, Peter Mayhew and Frank Oz.

The Galactic Empire, under the direction of the ruthless Emperor[image: External link], is constructing a second Death Star in order to crush the Rebel Alliance once and for all. Since the Emperor plans to personally oversee the final stages of its construction, the Rebel Fleet launches a full-scale attack on the Death Star in order to prevent its completion and kill the Emperor, effectively bringing an end to the Empire's hold over the galaxy. Meanwhile, Luke Skywalker, a Jedi apprentice, struggles to bring his father Darth Vader back to the Light Side of the Force[image: External link].

David Lynch[image: External link] and David Cronenberg[image: External link] were considered to direct the project before Marquand signed on as director. The production team relied on Lucas' storyboards during pre-production. While writing the shooting script, Lucas, Kasdan, Marquand, and producer Howard Kazanjian spent two weeks in conference discussing ideas to construct it. Kazanjian's schedule pushed shooting to begin a few weeks early to allow Industrial Light & Magic more time to work on the film's effects in post-production. Filming took place in England, California, and Arizona from January to May 1982. Strict secrecy surrounded the production and the film used the working title Blue Harvest to prevent price gouging[image: External link].

The film was released in theaters on May 25, 1983, six years to the day after the release of the first film, receiving mostly positive reviews. The film grossed between $475 million[6][7] and $572 million worldwide.[8] Several home video and theatrical releases and revisions to the film followed over the next 20 years. Star Wars continued with Episode I: The Phantom Menace as part of the film series' prequel trilogy[image: External link].

A sequel, The Force Awakens, was released on December 18, 2015, as part of the new sequel trilogy.[10]
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Luke Skywalker initiates a plan to rescue Han Solo from the crime lord Jabba the Hutt[image: External link] with the help of Princess Leia, Lando Calrissian[image: External link], Chewbacca, C-3PO, and R2-D2. Leia infiltrates Jabba's palace on Tatooine[image: External link] disguised as a bounty hunter[image: External link] with Chewbacca as her prisoner. Leia releases Han from his carbonite prison, but she is captured and enslaved. Luke arrives soon afterward, but is also captured after a tense standoff. After Luke survives his battle with Jabba's Rancor[image: External link], Jabba sentences him and Han to death by feeding them to the Sarlacc[image: External link]. Luke frees himself and battles Jabba's guards. During the chaos, Leia strangles Jabba to death, and Luke destroys Jabba's sail barge as the group escapes. While the others rendezvous with the Rebel Alliance, Luke returns to Dagobah[image: External link] where he finds that Yoda is dying. Before he dies, Yoda confirms that Darth Vader, once known as Anakin Skywalker, is Luke's father, and that there is "another Skywalker". The spirit of Obi-Wan Kenobi confirms that this other Skywalker is Luke's twin sister, Leia. Obi-Wan tells Luke that he must fight Vader again to defeat the Empire.

The Rebel Alliance learns that the Empire has been constructing a new Death Star under the supervision of the Emperor[image: External link] himself. As the station is protected by an energy shield, Han leads a strike team to destroy the shield generator on the forest moon of Endor[image: External link]; doing so would allow a squadron of starfighters to destroy the Death Star. The strike team, accompanied by Luke and Leia, travels to Endor in a stolen Imperial shuttle. On Endor, Luke and his companions encounter a tribe of Ewoks[image: External link] and, after an initial conflict, gain their trust. Later, Luke tells Leia that she is his sister, Vader is their father, and that he must go and confront him. Surrendering to Imperial troops, Luke is brought to Vader and unsuccessfully tries to convince him to turn from the dark side of the Force.

Vader takes Luke to the Death Star to meet the Emperor, intent on turning him to the dark side. The Emperor reveals that the Death Star is actually fully operational and the Rebel fleet will fall into a trap. On Endor, Han's strike team is captured by Imperial forces, but a surprise counterattack by the Ewoks allows the Rebels to battle the Imperials. Meanwhile, Lando, piloting the Millennium Falcon, leads the Rebel fleet to the Death Star, only to find that the station's shield is still active and the Imperial fleet is waiting for them. The Emperor tempts Luke to give in to his anger, and Luke engages Vader in a lightsaber duel. Vader senses that Luke has a sister, and threatens to turn her to the dark side. Enraged, Luke attacks Vader and severs his father's prosthetic[image: External link] right hand. The Emperor entreats Luke to kill Vader and take his place, but Luke refuses, declaring himself a Jedi as his father had been. The furious Emperor tortures Luke with Force lightning. Unwilling to let his son die, Vader kills the Emperor but is mortally electrocuted in the process. At his request, Luke removes the redeemed Anakin's mask before he dies in his arms.

As the battle between the Imperial and Alliance fleets continues, the strike team defeats the Imperial forces and destroys the shield generator, allowing the Rebel fleet to launch their assault on the Death Star. Lando leads a group of Rebel ships into the Death Star's core and destroys the main reactor. As Luke escapes on a shuttle with his father's body, the Falcon flies out of the Death Star's superstructure as the station explodes. On Endor, Leia reveals to Han that Luke is her brother, and they share a kiss. Luke returns to Endor and cremates his father's body on a pyre[image: External link]. As the Rebels celebrate their victory over the Empire, Luke smiles as he sees the spirits of Obi-Wan, Yoda, and Anakin watching over them.
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Main articles: List of Star Wars characters and List of Star Wars cast members



	
Mark Hamill[image: External link] as Luke Skywalker: One of the last living Jedi, trained by Obi-Wan and Yoda, who is also a skilled X-wing fighter pilot allied with the Rebellion.

	
Harrison Ford as Han Solo: A rogue smuggler, who aids the Rebellion against the Empire. Han is Luke and Leia's friend, as well as Leia's love interest.

	
Carrie Fisher as Leia Organa: The former Princess of the destroyed planet Alderaan, who joins the Rebellion; Luke's twin sister, and Han's love interest.

	
Billy Dee Williams[image: External link] as Lando Calrissian[image: External link]: The former Baron Administrator of Cloud City and one of Han's friends who aids the Rebellion.

	
Anthony Daniels as C-3PO: A humanoid protocol droid, who sides with the Rebellion.

	
Peter Mayhew as Chewbacca: A Wookiee who is Han's longtime friend, who takes part in the Rebellion.

	
Kenny Baker as R2-D2: An astromech droid, bought by Luke; and long-time friend to C-3PO. He also portrays a GONK power droid in the background.

	
Ian McDiarmid[image: External link] as the Emperor[image: External link]: The evil founding supreme ruler of the Galactic Empire, and Vader's Sith Master.

	
Frank Oz as Yoda: The wise, centuries-old Grand Master of the Jedi, who is Luke's self-exiled Jedi Master living on Dagobah. After dying, he reappears to Luke as a Force-ghost. Yoda's Puppetry was assisted by Mike Quinn.

	
David Prowse[image: External link] as Darth Vader / Anakin Skywalker: A powerful Sith lord and the second in command of the Galactic Empire; Luke and Leia's father.




	

	
James Earl Jones[image: External link] as the voice of Darth Vader

	
Sebastian Shaw[image: External link] as the unmasked Anakin: After fighting and defeating his friend, ally, and Sith Master, in order to save his son's life, Vader is weakened and dying. Before he dies he asks Luke to take off his mask so he can see his son clearly before he dies, ultimately turning back to the goodness within himself. Originally, Shaw also appears as Anakin's Force-ghost in the original theatrical and 1997 Special Edition releases.

	
Hayden Christensen[image: External link] as the Force-ghost of Anakin Skywalker: In re-releases of the original Star Wars trilogy released after the prequel trilogy[image: External link], Lucas made revisions. One of those revisions being the final shot of the film, in which the Force-ghosts of Anakin, Obi-Wan and Yoda are seen happily together. The addition of Christensen as the Force-ghost was explained to represent the fact that Anakin must return to his progress-point where he left off before turning to the dark side; Christensen portrayed Anakin in the second and third movies of the prequel trilogy, and the edits brought Return of the Jedi into consistency with the prequels.[11]









	
Alec Guinness as Obi-Wan Kenobi: Luke's deceased Jedi Master, who continues to teach him after death as a Force-ghost.



Denis Lawson reprises his role as Wedge Antilles from Star Wars, and Kenneth Colley[image: External link] and Jeremy Bulloch[image: External link] reprise their roles as Admiral Piett[image: External link] and Boba Fett[image: External link] from The Empire Strikes Back. Michael Pennington[image: External link] portrays Moff Jerjerrod[image: External link], the commander of the second Death Star. Warwick Davis appears as Wicket W. Warrick, an Ewok who leads Leia and eventually her friends to the Ewok tribe. Baker was originally cast as Wicket, but was replaced by Davis after falling ill with food poisoning[image: External link] on the morning of the shoot. Davis had no previous acting experience and was cast only after his grandmother had discovered an open call for dwarfs[image: External link] for the new Star Wars film.[12] Caroline Blakiston[image: External link] portrays Mon Mothma[image: External link], a co-founder and leader of the Rebel Alliance. Michael Carter[image: External link] played Jabba's aide, Bib Fortuna[image: External link] (voiced by Erik Bauersfeld), while Femi Taylor[image: External link] and Claire Davenport[image: External link] appeared as Jabba's original slave dancers.

To portray the numerous alien species featured in the film a multitude of puppeteers, voice actors, and stunt performers were employed. Admiral Ackbar was performed by puppeteer Timothy M. Rose[image: External link], with his voice provided by Erik Bauersfeld. Nien Nunb was portrayed by Richard Bonehill[image: External link] in costume for full body shots, while he was otherwise a puppet operated by Mike Quinn and his voice was provided by Kipsang Rotich. Rose also operated Salacious Crumb, whose voice was provided by Mark Dodson. Quinn also played Ree-Yees[image: External link] and Wol Cabbashite[image: External link]. Sy Snootles was a marionette operated by Rose and Quinn, while her voice was provided by Annie Arbogast. Others included Simon J. Williamson as Max Rebo[image: External link], a Gamorrean Guard[image: External link] and a Mon Calamari[image: External link]; Deep Roy[image: External link] as Droopy McCool[image: External link]; Ailsa Berk[image: External link] as Amanaman[image: External link]; Paul Springer as Ree-Yees[image: External link], Gamorrean Guard[image: External link] and a Mon Calamari[image: External link]; Hugh Spight as a Gamorrean Guard[image: External link], Elom[image: External link] and a Mon Calamari[image: External link]; Swee Lim as Attark the Hoover; Richard Robinson[image: External link] as a Yuzzum[image: External link]; Gerald Home[image: External link] as Tessek[image: External link] and the Mon Calamari[image: External link] officer; Phil Herbert[image: External link] as Hermi Odle; Tik and Tok[image: External link] (Tim Dry[image: External link] and Sean Crawford) as Whiphid[image: External link] and Yak-Face; Phil Tippett[image: External link] as the Rancor[image: External link] with Michael McCormick.

Jabba the Hutt was operated by Toby Philpott[image: External link], David Barclay[image: External link] and Mike Edmonds[image: External link] (who also portrays the Ewok Logray) operated the tail. Larry Ward[image: External link] portrays the Huttese language voice with Mike Quinn, among other roles, controlling the eyes.
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As with the previous film, Lucas personally financed Return of the Jedi. Lucas also chose not to direct Return of the Jedi himself, and started searching for a director for the film.[12] Lucas approached David Lynch[image: External link], who had been nominated for the Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link] for The Elephant Man[image: External link] in 1980, to helm Return of the Jedi, but Lynch declined in order to direct Dune[image: External link].[13] David Cronenberg[image: External link] was also offered the chance to direct, but he declined the offer to make Videodrome[image: External link] and The Dead Zone[image: External link].[14] Lamont Johnson[image: External link], director of Spacehunter: Adventures in the Forbidden Zone[image: External link], was also considered.[15] Lucas eventually chose Richard Marquand[image: External link]. Lucas may have directed some of the second unit[image: External link] work personally as the shooting threatened to go over schedule; this is a function Lucas had willingly performed on previous occasions when he had only officially been producing a film (e.g. More American Graffiti, Raiders of the Lost Ark). Lucas did operate a B camera on the set a few times.[16] Lucas himself has admitted to being on the set frequently because of Marquand's relative inexperience with special effects.[12] Lucas praised Marquand as a "very nice person who worked well with actors".[17] Marquand did note that Lucas kept a conspicuous presence on set, joking, "It is rather like trying to direct King Lear[image: External link] – with Shakespeare[image: External link] in the next room!"[18]

The screenplay[image: External link] was written by Lawrence Kasdan and Lucas (with uncredited contributions by David Peoples[image: External link] and Marquand), based on Lucas' story. Kasdan claims he told Lucas that Return of the Jedi was "a weak title", and Lucas later decided to name the film Revenge of the Jedi.[12] The screenplay itself was not finished until rather late in pre-production[image: External link], well after a production schedule[image: External link] and budget[image: External link] had been created by Kazanjian and Marquand had been hired, which was unusual for a film. Instead, the production team[image: External link] relied on Lucas' story and rough draft in order to commence work with the art department[image: External link]. When it came time to formally write a shooting script[image: External link], Lucas, Kasdan, Marquand and Kazanjian spent two weeks in conference discussing ideas; Kasdan used tape transcripts of these meetings to then construct the script.[19]

The issue of whether Harrison Ford would return for the final film arose during pre-production. Unlike the other stars of the first film, Ford had not contracted to do two sequels, and Raiders of the Lost Ark had made him an even bigger star. Return of the Jedi producer Howard Kazanjian[image: External link] (who also produced Raiders of the Lost Ark) convinced Ford to return:


"I played a very important part in bringing Harrison back for Return of the Jedi. Harrison, unlike Carrie Fisher and Mark Hamill signed only a two picture contract. That is why he was frozen in carbonite in The Empire Strikes Back. When I suggested to George we should bring him back, I distinctly remember him saying that Harrison would never return. I said what if I convinced him to return. George simply replied that we would then write him in to Jedi. I had just recently negotiated his deal for Raiders of the Lost Ark with Phil Gersh of the Gersh Agency. I called Phil who said he would speak with Harrison. When I called back again, Phil was on vacation. David, his son, took the call and we negotiated Harrison's deal. When Phil returned to the office several weeks later he called me back and said I had taken advantage of his son in the negotiations. I had not. But agents are agents."[20]



Ford suggested that Han Solo be killed through self-sacrifice. Kasdan concurred, saying it should happen near the beginning of the film to instill doubt as to whether the others would survive, but Lucas was vehemently against it and rejected the concept.[12] Gary Kurtz[image: External link], who produced Star Wars and The Empire Strikes Back but was replaced as producer for Return of the Jedi by Kazanjian, said in 2010 that the ongoing success with Star Wars merchandise and toys led George Lucas to reject the idea of killing off Han Solo in the middle part of the film during a raid on an Imperial base. Luke Skywalker was also to have walked off alone and exhausted like the hero in a Spaghetti Western[image: External link] but, according to Kurtz, Lucas opted for a happier ending to encourage higher merchandise sales.[21]

Yoda was originally not meant to appear in the film, but Marquand strongly felt that returning to Dagobah[image: External link] was essential to resolve the dilemma raised by the previous film.[19] The inclusion led Lucas to insert a scene in which Yoda confirms that Darth Vader is Luke's father because, after a discussion with a children's psychologist[image: External link], he did not want younger moviegoers to dismiss Vader's claim as a lie.[17] Many ideas from the original script were left out or changed. For instance, the Ewoks were going to be Wookiees,[22] the Millennium Falcon would be used in the arrival at the forest moon of Endor[image: External link], and Obi-Wan Kenobi would return to life from his spectral existence in the Force.[23]
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 Filming




Filming began on January 11, 1982, and lasted through May 20, 1982, a schedule six weeks shorter than The Empire Strikes Back. Kazanjian's schedule pushed shooting as early as possible in order to give Industrial Light & Magic (ILM) as much time as possible to work on effects, and left some crew members dubious of their ability to be fully prepared for the shoot.[24] Working on a budget of $32.5 million,[25] Lucas was determined to avoid going over budget as had happened with The Empire Strikes Back. Producer Howard Kazanjian[image: External link] estimated that using ILM (owned wholly by Lucasfilm) for special effects saved the production approximately $18 million.[25] However, the fact that Lucasfilm was a non-union company made acquiring shooting locations more difficult and more expensive, even though Star Wars and The Empire Strikes Back had been big hits.[12] The project was given the working title Blue Harvest with a tagline of "Horror Beyond Imagination." This disguised what the production crew was really filming from fans and the press, and also prevented price gouging[image: External link] by service providers.[12]

The first stage of production started with 78 days at Elstree Studios[image: External link] in England,[24] where the film occupied all nine stages. The shoot commenced with a scene later deleted from the finished film where the heroes get caught in a sandstorm as they leave Tatooine.[18] (This was the only major sequence cut from the film during editing.)[19] While attempting to film Luke Skywalker's battle with the rancor[image: External link] beast, Lucas insisted on trying to create the scene in the same style as Toho[image: External link]'s Godzilla[image: External link] films by using a stunt performer inside a suit. The production team made several attempts, but were unable to create an adequate result. Lucas eventually relented and decided to film the rancor as a high-speed puppet.[12] In April, the crew moved to the Yuma Desert[image: External link] in Arizona[image: External link] for two weeks of Tatooine exteriors.[18] Production then moved to the redwood[image: External link] forests of northern California near Crescent City[image: External link] where two weeks were spent shooting the Endor forest exteriors, and then concluded at ILM in San Rafael, California[image: External link] for about ten days of bluescreen[image: External link] shots. One of two "skeletal" post-production units shooting background matte plates spent a day in Death Valley[image: External link].[24] The other was a special Steadicam[image: External link] unit shooting forest backgrounds from June 15–17, 1982, for the speeder chase near the middle of the film.[26] Steadicam inventor Garrett Brown[image: External link] personally operated these shots as he walked through a disguised path inside the forest shooting at less than one frame per second[image: External link]. By walking at about 5 mph (8 km/h) and projecting the footage at 24 frame/s, the motion seen in the film appeared as if it were moving at around 120 mph (190 km/h).[12]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music




Main article: Return of the Jedi (soundtrack)[image: External link]


John Williams composed and conducted the film's musical score with performances by the London Symphony Orchestra[image: External link]. Orchestration credits also include Thomas Newman[image: External link].[27] The initial release of the film's soundtrack was on the RSO Records[image: External link] label in the United States. Sony Classical Records[image: External link] acquired the rights to the classic trilogy scores in 2004 after gaining the rights to release the second trilogy soundtracks (The Phantom Menace and Attack of the Clones). In the same year, Sony Classical re-pressed the 1997 RCA Victor release of Return of the Jedi along with the other two films in the trilogy. The set was released with the new artwork mirroring the first DVD release of the film. Despite the Sony digital re-mastering, which minimally improved the sound heard only on high-end stereos, this 2004 release is essentially the same as the 1997 RCA Victor release.[28]
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 Post-production




Meanwhile, special effects[image: External link] work at ILM quickly stretched the company to its operational limits. While the R&D work and experience gained from the previous two films in the trilogy allowed for increased efficiency, this was offset by the desire to have the closing film raise the bar set by each of these films.[25] A compounding factor was the intention of several departments of ILM to either take on other film work or decrease staff during slow cycles. Instead, as soon as production began, the entire company found it necessary to remain running 20 hours a day on six-day weeks in order to meet their goals by April 1, 1983. Of about 900 special effects shots,[24] all VistaVision[image: External link] optical effects[image: External link] remained in-house, since ILM was the only company capable of using the format, while about 400 4-perf[image: External link] opticals were subcontracted to outside effects houses.[29] Progress on the opticals was severely delayed for a time when ILM rejected about 100,000 feet (30,000 m) of film when the film perforations[image: External link] failed image registration and steadiness tests.[24]
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 Release




Return of the Jedi's theatrical release took place on May 25, 1983. It was originally slated to be May 27, but was subsequently changed to coincide with the date of the 1977 release of the original Star Wars film.[25] With a massive worldwide marketing campaign, illustrator Tim Reamer created the image for the movie poster and other advertising. At the time of its release, the film was advertised on posters and merchandise as simply Star Wars: Return of the Jedi, despite its on-screen "Episode VI" distinction. The original film was later re-released to theaters in 1985.

In 1997, for the 20th anniversary of the release of Star Wars (retitled Episode IV: A New Hope), Lucas released The Star Wars Trilogy: Special Edition. Along with the two other films in the original trilogy, Return of the Jedi was re-released on March 14, 1997, with a number of changes and additions[image: External link], which included the insertion of several alien band members in Jabba's throne room, the modification of the Sarlacc to include a beak, the replacement of music at the closing scene, and a montage of different alien worlds celebrating the fall of the Empire.[30] According to Lucas, Return of the Jedi required fewer changes than the previous two films because it is more emotionally driven than the others.[17]
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 Title change




The original teaser trailer[image: External link] for the film carried the name Revenge of the Jedi.[31] In December 1982, Lucas decided that "Revenge" was not appropriate as Jedi should not seek revenge and returned to his original title. By that time thousands of "Revenge" teaser posters (with artwork by Drew Struzan) had been printed and distributed. Lucasfilm stopped the shipping of the posters and sold the remaining stock of 6,800 posters to Star Wars fan club members for $9.50.[32]

Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith, released in 2005 as part of the prequel trilogy, later alluded to the dismissed title Revenge of the Jedi.[33]
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 Home media




The original theatrical version of Return of the Jedi was released on VHS and Laserdisc[image: External link] several times between 1986 and 1995,[34] followed by releases of the Special Edition in the same formats between 1997 and 2000. Some of these releases contained featurettes; some were individual releases of just this film, while others were boxed sets of all three original films.

On September 21, 2004, the Special Editions of all three original films were released in a boxed set on DVD. It was digitally restored and remastered, with additional changes[image: External link] made by George Lucas. The DVD also featured English subtitles, Dolby Digital 5.1 EX surround sound, and commentaries by George Lucas, Ben Burtt, Dennis Muren[image: External link], and Carrie Fisher. The bonus disc included documentaries including Empire of Dreams: The Story of the Star Wars Trilogy[image: External link] and several featurettes including "The Characters of Star Wars", "The Birth of the Lightsaber", and "The Legacy of Star Wars". Also included were teasers, trailers, TV spots, still galleries, and a demo for Star Wars: Battlefront[image: External link].

With the release of Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith, which depicts how and why Anakin Skywalker turned to the dark side of the Force, Lucas once again altered Return of the Jedi to bolster the relationship between the original trilogy and the prequel trilogy. The original and 1997 Special Edition versions of Return of the Jedi featured British theatre actor Sebastian Shaw[image: External link] playing both the dying Anakin Skywalker and his ghost. In the 2004 DVD, Shaw's portrayal of Anakin's ghost is replaced by Hayden Christensen[image: External link], who portrayed Anakin in Attack of the Clones and Revenge of the Sith. All three films in the original unaltered Star Wars trilogy were later released, individually, on DVD on September 12, 2006. These versions were originally slated to only be available until December 31, 2006, although they remained in print until May 2011 and were packaged with the 2004 versions again in a new box set on November 4, 2008.[35] Although the 2004 versions in these sets each feature an audio commentary, no other extra special features were included to commemorate the original cuts. The runtime of the 1997 Special Edition of the film and all subsequent releases is approximately five minutes longer than the original theatrical version.

A Blu-ray Disc version of the Star Wars saga was announced for release in 2011 during Star Wars Celebration V. Several deleted scenes from Return of the Jedi were included for the Blu-ray version, including a sandstorm sequence following the Battle at the Sarlacc Pit, a scene featuring Moff Jerjerrod and Death Star officers during the Battle of Endor, and a scene where Darth Vader communicates with Luke via the Force as Skywalker is assembling his new lightsaber before he infiltrates Jabba's palace.[36] On January 6, 2011, 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment[image: External link] announced the Blu-ray release for September 2011 in three different editions and the cover art was unveiled in May.

On April 7, 2015, Walt Disney Studios, 20th Century Fox, and Lucasfilm jointly announced the digital releases of the six released Star Wars films. Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment released Return of the Jedi through the iTunes Store, Amazon Video[image: External link], Vudu[image: External link], Google Play[image: External link], and Disney Movies Anywhere on April 10, 2015.[37]
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Depending on sources, Return of the Jedi grossed between $475 million and $572 million worldwide.[6][7][8] Box Office Mojo estimates that the film sold over 80 million tickets in the US in its initial theatrical run.[38] On the review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has an 80% approval rating with an average score of 7.2/10 based on 84 reviews from critics. Its consensus states, "Though failing to reach the cinematic heights of its predecessors, Return of the Jedi remains an entertaining sci-fi adventure and a fitting end to the classic trilogy".[39] On Metacritic, the film received a score of 53/100 based on 15 reviews from mainstream critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews."[40]

Contemporary critics were largely positive. In 1983, film critic Roger Ebert gave the film four stars out of four,[41] and James Kendrick of Q Network Film Desk described Return of the Jedi as "a magnificent experience."[42] The film was also featured on the May 23, 1983, TIME magazine cover issue (where it was labeled "Star Wars III"),[43] where the reviewer Gerald Clarke said that while it was not as exciting as the first Star Wars film, it was "better and more satisfying" than The Empire Strikes Back, now considered by many as the best of the original trilogy.[44] Vincent Canby[image: External link] of The New York Times called it "by far the dimmest adventure of the lot".[45] ReelViews.net's James Berardinelli[image: External link] wrote about the 1997 special edition re-release that "Although it was great fun re-watching Star Wars and The Empire Strikes Back again on the big screen, Return of the Jedi doesn't generate the same sense of enjoyment. And, while Lucas worked diligently to re-invigorate each entry into the trilogy, Jedi needs more than the patches of improved sound, cleaned-up visuals, and a few new scenes. Still, despite the flaws, this is still Star Wars, and, as such, represents a couple of lightly-entertaining hours spent with characters we have gotten to know and love over the years. Return of the Jedi is easily the weakest of the series, but its position as the conclusion makes it a must-see for anyone who has enjoyed its predecessor."[46]

While the action set pieces – particularly the Sarlacc battle sequence, the speeder bike chase on the Endor moon, the space battle between Rebel and Imperial pilots, and Luke Skywalker's duel against Darth Vader – are well-regarded, the ground battle between the Ewoks and Imperial stormtroopers[image: External link] remains a bone of contention.[47] Fans are also divided on the likelihood of Ewoks (being an extremely primitive race of small creatures armed with sticks and rocks) defeating an armed ground force comprising the Empire's "best troops". Lucas has defended the scenario, saying that the Ewoks' purpose was to distract the Imperial troops and that the Ewoks did not really win.[17] His inspiration for the Ewoks' victory came from the Vietnam War[image: External link], where the indigenous Vietcong forces prevailed against the technologically superior United States.[48]
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At the 56th Academy Awards[image: External link] in 1984, Richard Edlund[image: External link], Dennis Muren[image: External link], Ken Ralston[image: External link], and Phil Tippett[image: External link] received the "Special Achievement Award for Visual Effects[image: External link]." Norman Reynolds[image: External link], Fred Hole[image: External link], James L. Schoppe[image: External link], and Michael Ford[image: External link] were nominated for "Best Art Direction/Set Decoration". Ben Burtt received a nomination for "Best Sound Effects Editing". John Williams received the nomination for "Best Music, Original Score". Burtt, Gary Summers[image: External link], Randy Thom[image: External link] and Tony Dawe[image: External link] all received the nominations for "Best Sound".[49] At the 1984 BAFTA Awards[image: External link], Edlund, Muren, Ralston, and Kit West[image: External link] won for "Best Special Visual Effects". Tippett and Stuart Freeborn[image: External link] were also nominated for "Best Makeup". Reynolds received a nomination for "Best Production Design/Art Direction". Burtt, Dawe, and Summers also received nominations for "Best Sound". Williams was also nominated "Best Album of Original Score Written for a Motion Picture or Television Special". The film also won for "Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link]", the older award for science fiction and fantasy in film, at the 1984 Hugo Awards[image: External link].[50]


	
American Film Institute Lists

	
AFI's 100 Years...100 Movies[image: External link] – Nominated[51]


	
AFI's 100 Years...100 Thrills[image: External link] – Nominated[52]
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 Novelization




Main article: Return of the Jedi (novel)[image: External link]


The novelization of Return of the Jedi was written by James Kahn[image: External link] and was released on May 12, 1983, thirteen days before the film's release.[53]
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Main article: Star Wars (radio)


A radio drama adaptation of the film was written by Brian Daley[image: External link] with additional material contributed by John Whitman and was produced for and broadcast on National Public Radio[image: External link] in 1996. It was based on characters and situations created by George Lucas and on the screenplay by Lawrence Kasdan and George Lucas. The first two Star Wars films were similarly adapted for National Public Radio in the early 1980s, but it was not until 1996 that a radio version of Return of the Jedi was heard. Anthony Daniels returned as C-3PO, but Mark Hamill[image: External link] and Billy Dee Williams[image: External link] did not reprise their roles as they had for the first two radio dramas. They were replaced by newcomer Joshua Fardon as Luke Skywalker and character actor Arye Gross[image: External link] as Lando Calrissian[image: External link]. John Lithgow[image: External link] voiced Yoda, whose voice actor in the films has always been Frank Oz. Bernard Behrens returned as Obi-Wan Kenobi and Brock Peters[image: External link] reprised his role as Darth Vader. Veteran character actor Ed Begley, Jr.[image: External link] played Boba Fett[image: External link]. Edward Asner[image: External link] also guest-starred speaking only in grunts as the voice of Jabba the Hutt. The radio drama had a running time of three hours.[54]

Principal production of the show was completed on February 11, 1996. Only hours after celebrating its completion with the cast and crew of the show, Daley died of pancreatic cancer[image: External link]. The show is dedicated to his memory.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The cast and crew recorded a get-well message for Daley, but the author never got the chance to hear it. The message is included as part of the Star Wars Trilogy[image: External link] collector's edition box set.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Comic book adaptation




Marvel Comics published a comic book adaptation of the film by writer Archie Goodwin[image: External link] and artists Al Williamson[image: External link], Carlos Garzon, Tom Palmer[image: External link], and Ron Frenz[image: External link]. The adaptation appeared in Marvel Super Special[image: External link] #27[55] and as a four-issue limited series[image: External link].[56][57] It was later reprinted in a mass market paperback.[58]
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 Book-and-record set




Lucasfilm adapted the story for a children's book-and-record set[image: External link]. Released in 1983, the 24-page Star Wars: Return of the Jedi read-along book was accompanied by a 33⅓ rpm 7-inch (18 cm) gramophone record[image: External link]. Each page of the book contained a cropped frame[image: External link] from the film with an abridged and condensed version of the story. The record was produced by Buena Vista Records[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 See also





	List of films featuring extraterrestrials

	List of films featuring space stations[image: External link]

	List of Star Wars films and television series
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 Notes





	
^ Theatrical and home media distribution rights will be transferred from 20th Century Fox to the Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] in May 2020.[1] The digital distribution rights belong to Disney, as Lucasfilm retained the film's digital distribution rights prior to its acquisition by Disney.[2]
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Star Wars






This article is about the film series and media franchise. For the original 1977 film, see Star Wars (film). For other uses, see Star Wars (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Star Wars is an American epic space opera franchise, centered on a film series[image: External link] created by George Lucas. It depicts the adventures of various characters "a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away".

The franchise began in 1977 with the release of the film Star Wars (later subtitled Episode IV: A New Hope in 1981),[2][3] which became a worldwide pop culture[image: External link] phenomenon. It was followed by the successful sequels The Empire Strikes Back (1980) and Return of the Jedi (1983); these three films constitute the original Star Wars trilogy. A prequel trilogy was released between 1999 and 2005, which received mixed reactions from both critics and fans. A sequel trilogy began in 2015 with the release of Star Wars: The Force Awakens. All seven films were nominated for Academy Awards (with wins going to the first two films) and have been commercial successes, with a combined box office revenue of over $7.5 billion,[4] making Star Wars the third highest-grossing film series[image: External link].[5] Spin-off[image: External link] films include the animated Star Wars: The Clone Wars (2008) and Rogue One (2016), the latter of which is the first in an upcoming series of anthology[image: External link] films.

The series has spawned an extensive media franchise[image: External link] including books[image: External link], television series, computer and video games, and comic books, all of which take place within the same continuity as the films, resulting in significant development of the series's fictional universe[image: External link], with the non-canonical works falling under the defunct Star Wars Legends[image: External link] label. Star Wars also holds a Guinness World Records[image: External link] title for the "Most successful film merchandising franchise. In 2015, the total value of the Star Wars franchise was estimated at USD $42 billion,[6][7] making Star Wars the second highest-grossing media franchise of all time[image: External link].

In 2012, The Walt Disney Company bought Lucasfilm for $4.06 billion and earned the distribution rights to all subsequent Star Wars films, beginning with the release of The Force Awakens in 2015.[8] The former distributor, 20th Century Fox, retains the physical distribution rights for the first two Star Wars trilogies, owns permanent rights for the original 1977 film and continues to hold the rights for the prequel trilogy and the first two sequels to A New Hope until May 2020.[9][10] Walt Disney Studios owns digital distribution rights to all the Star Wars films, excluding A New Hope.[10][11]
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 Setting




"Star Wars galaxy" redirects here. For the video game, see Star Wars Galaxies[image: External link]. For the comic series named Star Wars Galaxy, see Star Wars (UK comics)[image: External link].

See also: Star Wars canon, The Force (Star Wars), and List of Star Wars planets and moons


The events depicted in the Star Wars franchise take place in an unnamed fictional galaxy[image: External link] at an undetermined point in the distant past. Many species of alien creatures (often humanoid[image: External link]) are depicted. Robotic droids are also commonplace and are generally built to serve their owners. Space travel[image: External link] is common, and many planets in the galaxy are members of a single galactic government. In the prequel trilogy, this is depicted in the form of the Galactic Republic; at the end of the prequel trilogy and throughout the original trilogy, this government is the Galactic Empire. Preceding and during the sequel trilogy, this government is the New Republic.

One of the prominent elements of Star Wars is "the Force", an omnipresent energy that can be harnessed by those with that ability, known as Force-sensitives. It is described in the first produced film as "an energy field created by all living things [that] surrounds us, penetrates us, [and] binds the galaxy together."[12] The Force allows users to perform various supernatural[image: External link] feats (such as telekinesis[image: External link], clairvoyance[image: External link], precognition[image: External link], and mind control[image: External link]) and can amplify certain physical traits, such as speed and reflexes; these abilities vary between characters and can be improved through training. While the Force can be used for good, known as the light side, it also has a dark side that, when pursued, imbues users with hatred, aggression, and malevolence.

The films feature the Jedi, who adhere to the light side of the Force to serve as peacekeepers and guardians, and the Sith, who use the dark side of the Force for evil in an attempt to destroy the Jedi Order and the Republic and rule the galaxy for themselves. The sequel trilogy introduces the Knights of Ren[image: External link], an order of practitioners of the dark side of the Force aligned with the First Order.
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 Theatrical films




The first film in the series, Star Wars, was released on May 25, 1977. This was followed by two sequels: The Empire Strikes Back, released on May 21, 1980, and Return of the Jedi, released on May 25, 1983. The opening crawl of the sequels disclosed that they were numbered as "Episode V" and "Episode VI" respectively, though the films were generally advertised solely under their subtitles. Though the first film in the series was simply titled Star Wars, with its 1981 re-release it had the subtitle Episode IV: A New Hope added to remain consistent with its sequel, and to establish it as the middle chapter of a continuing saga.[13]

More than two decades after the release of the original film, the series continued with a prequel trilogy; consisting of Episode I: The Phantom Menace, released on May 19, 1999; Episode II: Attack of the Clones, released on May 16, 2002; and Episode III: Revenge of the Sith, released on May 19, 2005.[14] On August 15, 2008, the animated film Star Wars: The Clone Wars was released theatrically as a lead-in to the animated TV series with the same name.

A decade after the release of the final prequel film, the series continued again with Episode VII: The Force Awakens, released on December 18, 2015, beginning a new sequel trilogy. Rogue One: A Star Wars Story was released on December 16, 2016 as the first in an anthology series of films separate from the main episodic saga.



	Film trilogies



	Film
	Release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Producer(s)
	Distributor(s)
	Running time



	Original trilogy



	Episode IV –

A New Hope
	May 25, 1977
	George Lucas
	Gary Kurtz[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox[a]
	121 minutes[15]



	Episode V –

The Empire Strikes Back
	May 21, 1980
	Irvin Kershner[image: External link]
	George Lucas, Leigh Brackett[image: External link] & Lawrence Kasdan
	131 minutes[16]



	Episode VI –

Return of the Jedi
	May 25, 1983
	Richard Marquand[image: External link]
	George Lucas & Lawrence Kasdan
	Howard Kazanjian[image: External link]
	133 minutes[17]



	Prequel trilogy



	Episode I –

The Phantom Menace
	May 19, 1999
	George Lucas
	George Lucas
	Rick McCallum[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox[a]
	133 minutes[17]



	Episode II –

Attack of the Clones
	May 16, 2002
	George Lucas and Jonathan Hales[image: External link]
	142 minutes[18]



	Episode III –

Revenge of the Sith
	May 19, 2005
	George Lucas
	140 minutes[19]



	Sequel trilogy



	Episode VII –

The Force Awakens
	December 18, 2015
	J. J. Abrams
	Lawrence Kasdan & J. J. Abrams and Michael Arndt
	Kathleen Kennedy, J. J. Abrams & Bryan Burk
	Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures
	135 minutes[20]



	Episode VIII –

The Last Jedi
	December 15, 2017
	Rian Johnson
	Kathleen Kennedy & Ram Bergman[image: External link]
	TBA



	Episode IX[image: External link]
	May 24, 2019[21]
	Colin Trevorrow
	Colin Trevorrow & Derek Connolly[image: External link]
	TBA






	Stand-alone theatrical releases



	Film
	Release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Producer(s)
	Distributor(s)
	Running time



	Star Wars:

The Clone Wars
	August 15, 2008
	Dave Filoni
	Henry Gilroy[image: External link], Steven Melching & Scott Murphy[image: External link]
	George Lucas & Catherine Winder[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. Pictures[image: External link]
	98 minutes[22]



	Anthology films



	Rogue One:

A Star Wars Story
	December 16, 2016
	Gareth Edwards[image: External link]
	John Knoll[image: External link] and Gary Whitta[image: External link] (story)

Chris Weitz[image: External link] and Tony Gilroy[image: External link] (screenplay)
	Kathleen Kennedy, Allison Shearmur & Simon Emanuel
	Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures
	133 minutes[23]



	Untitled Han Solo film
	May 25, 2018[24]
	Phil Lord and Christopher Miller[image: External link]
	Lawrence Kasdan & Jon Kasdan[image: External link]
	Kathleen Kennedy, Lawrence Kasdan, Jon Kasdan, Jason McGatlin & Will Allegra
	TBA



	Untitled Anthology film[image: External link]
	2020
	TBA
	TBA
	Kathleen Kennedy
	TBA






	This article's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (September 2016) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])
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 Early development




In 1971, Universal Studios[image: External link] agreed to make American Graffiti and Star Wars in a two-picture contract with George Lucas, although Star Wars was later rejected in its early concept stages. American Graffiti was completed in 1973 and, a few months later, Lucas wrote a short summary called "The Journal of the Whills", which told the tale of the training of apprentice CJ Thorpe as a "Jedi-Bendu" space commando by the legendary Mace Windy.[25] Frustrated that his story was too difficult to understand, Lucas then began writing a 13-page treatment called The Star Wars on April 17, 1973, which had thematic parallels with Akira Kurosawa[image: External link]'s The Hidden Fortress[image: External link].[26] By 1974, he had expanded the treatment into a rough draft screenplay, adding elements such as the Sith, the Death Star, and a protagonist named Annikin Starkiller.
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 Original trilogy




"Original trilogy" redirects here. For the video game, see Lego Star Wars II: The Original Trilogy[image: External link].
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 A New Hope




Main article: Star Wars (film)


The Galactic Empire is nearing completion of the Death Star, a space station with the power to destroy entire planets. Emperor Palpatine[image: External link] intends to use this deadly weapon to enforce his control over the galaxy and crush the Rebel Alliance, an organized resistance movement. Near the orbit of the desert planet Tatooine[image: External link], a Rebel ship escorts a secret member of the rebellion, Princess Leia Organa, who intends to use stolen Death Star plans to help the rebellion find a way to destroy the space station. However, Leia's ship is intercepted by the Emperor's deadliest agent, Darth Vader, and his stormtroopers. Before being captured, Leia hides the Death Star plans inside the astromech droid R2-D2 along with a message for the legendary Jedi Knight Obi-Wan Kenobi. R2, along with the protocol droid C-3PO, escapes to Tatooine. The droids are found by Luke Skywalker, an orphan farm boy raised by his step-uncle and aunt. While cleaning R2, he accidentally triggers Leia's message. Luke assists the droids in finding Obi-Wan, who has been living in exile on Tatooine as an old hermit called Ben Kenobi. Obi-Wan also tells Luke he knew Luke's father Anakin Skywalker, a great Jedi who was "betrayed and murdered" by Vader (a Sith Lord who was Obi-Wan's former Jedi apprentice), and he gives Luke his father's lightsaber.[27] After viewing Leia's message for assistance in delivering R2 to the rebellion, Obi-Wan and Luke hire the smuggler Han Solo and his Wookiee co-pilot Chewbacca to provide them transport aboard their space freighter, the Millennium Falcon.[12]

For the second draft, Lucas made heavy simplifications, and introduced the young hero on a farm as Luke Starkiller. Annikin became Luke's father, a wise Jedi knight. "The Force" was also introduced as a mystical energy field. The next draft removed the father character and replaced him with a substitute named Ben Kenobi. Later, he realized the film would not in fact be the first in the sequence, but a film in the second trilogy in the saga. The second draft contained a teaser for a never-made sequel about "The Princess of Ondos", and by the time of the third draft some months later Lucas had negotiated a contract that gave him rights to make two sequels. Not long after, Lucas met with author Alan Dean Foster, and hired him to write these two sequels as novels.[28]

In 1976, a fourth draft had been prepared for principal photography. The film was titled Adventures of Luke Starkiller, as taken from the Journal of the Whills, Saga I: The Star Wars. During production, Lucas changed Luke's name to Skywalker and altered the title to simply The Star Wars and finally Star Wars.[29] At that point, Lucas was not expecting the film to become part of a series. The fourth draft of the script underwent subtle changes that made it more satisfying as a self-contained film, ending with the destruction of the Galactic Empire itself by way of destroying the Death Star. However, Lucas previously conceived of the film as the first in a series of adventures. The intention was that if Star Wars was successful, Lucas could adapt the novels into screenplays.[30] He had also by that point developed an elaborate backstory to aid his writing process.[31]

When Star Wars proved successful, Lucas decided to use the film as the basis for an elaborate serial[image: External link], although at one point he considered walking away from the series altogether.[32] However, Lucas wanted to create an independent filmmaking center—what would become Skywalker Ranch[image: External link]—and saw an opportunity to use the series as a financing agent.[33] Alan Dean Foster had already begun writing the first sequel novel, but Lucas decided to abandon his plan to adapt Foster's work; the book was released as Splinter of the Mind's Eye[image: External link] the following year. At first, Lucas envisioned a series of films with no set number of entries, like the James Bond[image: External link] series. In an interview with Rolling Stone in August 1977, he said that he wanted his friends to each take a turn at directing the films and giving unique interpretations on the series. He also said that the backstory in which Darth Vader turns to the dark side, kills Luke's father and fights Obi-Wan Kenobi on a volcano as the Galactic Republic falls would make an excellent sequel.
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 The Empire Strikes Back




Main article: The Empire Strikes Back


Three years after the destruction of the Death Star, the Rebels are forced to evacuate their secret base on the ice planet Hoth[image: External link] as they are hunted by the Empire. At the request of the late Obi-Wan Kenobi's spirit, Luke Skywalker travels to the swamp-infested world of Dagobah[image: External link], in a quest to find the exiled Jedi Master Yoda and begin his Jedi training. However, Luke's training is interrupted by Darth Vader, who lures him into a trap by capturing Han Solo and his friends at Cloud City[image: External link], governed by Han's old friend Lando Calrissian[image: External link]. During a fierce lightsaber duel with the Sith Lord, Luke learns a terrible revelation about his parentage.[34]

After the success of the original film, Lucas hired science fiction author Leigh Brackett[image: External link] to write Star Wars II with him. They held story conferences and, by late November 1977, Lucas had produced a handwritten treatment called The Empire Strikes Back. The treatment is similar to the final film, except that Darth Vader does not reveal he is Luke's father. In the first draft that Brackett would write from this, Luke's father appears as a ghost to instruct Luke.[35]

Brackett finished her first draft in early 1978; Lucas has said he was disappointed with it, but before he could discuss it with her, she died of cancer.[36] With no writer available, Lucas had to write his next draft himself. It was this draft in which Lucas first made use of the "Episode" numbering for the films; Empire Strikes Back was listed as Episode II.[37] As Michael Kaminski argues in The Secret History of Star Wars, the disappointment with the first draft probably made Lucas consider different directions in which to take the story.[38] He made use of a new plot twist: Darth Vader claims to be Luke's father. According to Lucas, he found this draft enjoyable to write, as opposed to the yearlong struggles writing the first film, and quickly wrote two more drafts,[39] both in April 1978. He also took the script to a darker extreme by having Han Solo imprisoned in carbonite and left in limbo[image: External link].[34]

This new story point of Darth Vader being Luke's father had drastic effects on the series. Michael Kaminski argues in his book that it is unlikely that the plot point had ever seriously been considered or even conceived of before 1978, and that the first film was clearly operating under an alternate storyline where Vader was separate from Luke's father;[40] there is not a single reference to this plot point before 1978. After writing the second and third drafts of Empire Strikes Back in which the point was introduced, Lucas reviewed the new backstory he had created: Anakin Skywalker was Ben Kenobi's brilliant student and had a child named Luke, but was swayed to the dark side by Emperor Palpatine (who became a Sith and not simply a politician). Anakin battled Ben Kenobi on the site of a volcano and was wounded, but then resurrected as Darth Vader. Meanwhile, Kenobi hid Luke on Tatooine while the Republic became the Empire and Vader systematically hunted down and killed the Jedi.[41]

With this new backstory in place, Lucas decided that the series would be a trilogy, changing Empire Strikes Back from Episode II to Episode V in the next draft.[39] Lawrence Kasdan, who had just completed writing Raiders of the Lost Ark, was then hired to write the next drafts, and was given additional input from director Irvin Kershner[image: External link]. Kasdan, Kershner, and producer Gary Kurtz[image: External link] saw the film as a more serious and adult film, which was helped by the new, darker storyline, and developed the series from the light adventure roots of the first film.[42]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Return of the Jedi




Main article: Return of the Jedi


A year after barely escaping the clutches of Darth Vader, Luke Skywalker leads a rescue mission to save Han Solo from the gangster Jabba the Hutt[image: External link]. Afterward, Luke returns to Dagobah to complete his Jedi training, only to find the 900-year-old Yoda on his deathbed. In his last words Yoda confirms that Vader is Luke's father, Anakin Skywalker, and that Luke must confront his father again in order to complete his training. Moments later, the spirit of Obi-Wan Kenobi reveals to Luke that Princess Leia is his twin sister, but Obi-Wan also insists that Luke must face Vader again. As the Rebels lead an attack on the Death Star II, Luke engages Vader in another lightsaber duel as the Emperor watches; both Sith Lords intend to turn Luke to the dark side of the Force and take him as their apprentice.[44]

By the time Lucas began writing Episode VI in 1981 (then titled Revenge of the Jedi), much had changed. Making Empire Strikes Back was stressful and costly, and Lucas' personal life was disintegrating. Burned out and not wanting to make any more Star Wars films, he vowed that he was done with the series in a May 1983 interview with Time magazine. Lucas' 1981 rough drafts had Darth Vader competing with the Emperor for possession of Luke—and in the second script, the "revised rough draft", Vader became a sympathetic character. Lawrence Kasdan was hired to take over once again and, in these final drafts, Vader was explicitly redeemed and finally unmasked. This change in character would provide a springboard to the "Tragedy of Darth Vader" storyline that underlies the prequels.[45]
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After losing much of his fortune in a divorce settlement in 1987, George Lucas had no desire to return to Star Wars, and had unofficially canceled the sequel trilogy by the time of Return of the Jedi.[46] At that point, the prequels were only still a series of basic ideas partially pulled from his original drafts of "The Star Wars". Nevertheless, technical advances in the late 1980s and 1990s continued to fascinate Lucas, and he considered that they might make it possible to revisit his 20-year-old material. After Star Wars became popular once again, in the wake of Dark Empire[image: External link] and other comics in Dark Horse[image: External link]'s comic book line and Timothy Zahn[image: External link]'s trilogy of novels[image: External link], Lucas saw that there was still a large audience. His children were older, and with the explosion of CGI technology he was now considering returning to directing.[47]
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Main article: Star Wars: Episode I – The Phantom Menace


About 32 years before the beginning of the Galactic Civil War, the corrupt Trade Federation[image: External link] sets a blockade of battleships around the planet Naboo[image: External link]. The Sith Lord Darth Sidious had secretly planned the blockade to give his alter ego, Senator Palpatine, a pretense to overthrow and replace the Supreme Chancellor of the Galactic Republic. At the Chancellor's request, the Jedi Knight Qui-Gon Jinn[image: External link] and his apprentice, a younger Obi-Wan Kenobi, are sent to Naboo to negotiate with the Federation. However, the two Jedi are forced to instead help the Queen of Naboo, Padmé Amidala[image: External link], escape from the blockade and plead her planet's crisis before the Republic Senate on Coruscant[image: External link]. When their starship is damaged during the escape, they land on Tatooine for repairs. Palpatine dispatches his first Sith apprentice, Darth Maul[image: External link], to hunt down the Queen and her Jedi protectors. While on Tatooine, Qui-Gon discovers a nine-year-old slave named Anakin Skywalker. Qui-Gon helps liberate the boy from slavery, believing Anakin to be the "Chosen One" foretold by a Jedi prophecy[image: External link] to bring balance to the Force. However, the Jedi Council (led by Yoda) suspects the boy possesses too much fear and anger within him.[48]

By 1993, it was announced, in Variety among other sources, that Lucas would be making the prequels. He began penning more to the story, now indicating the series would be a tragic one examining Anakin Skywalker's fall to the dark side. Lucas also began to change how the prequels would exist relative to the originals; at first they were supposed to be a "filling-in" of history tangential to the originals, but now he saw that they could form the beginning of one long story that started with Anakin's childhood and ended with his death. This was the final step towards turning the film series into a "Saga".[49] In 1994, Lucas began writing the screenplay to the first prequel, initially titled Episode I: The Beginning. Following the release of that film, Lucas announced that he would also be directing the next two, and began work on Episode II.[50]
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Main article: Star Wars: Episode II – Attack of the Clones


Ten years after the Battle of Naboo, Anakin Skywalker is reunited with Padmé Amidala, now serving as the Senator of Naboo, and they fall in love despite Anakin's obligations to the Jedi Order. At the same time, the entire galaxy gets swept up in the Clone Wars between the armies of the Republic, led by the Jedi Order, and the Confederacy of Independent Systems, led by the fallen Jedi Count Dooku[image: External link].[51]

The first draft of Episode II was completed just weeks before principal photography, and Lucas hired Jonathan Hales[image: External link], a writer from The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles, to polish it.[52] Unsure of a title, Lucas had jokingly called the film "Jar Jar's Great Adventure".[53] In writing The Empire Strikes Back, Lucas initially decided that Lando Calrissian was a clone[image: External link] and came from a planet of clones which caused the "Clone Wars" mentioned by both Luke Skywalker and Princess Leia in A New Hope;[54][55] he later came up with an alternate concept of an army of clone shocktroopers from a remote planet which attacked the Republic and were repelled by the Jedi.[56] The basic elements of that backstory became the plot basis for Episode II, with the new wrinkle added that Palpatine secretly orchestrated the crisis.[51]
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Main article: Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith


Three years after the start of the Clone Wars, Anakin Skywalker and Obi-Wan Kenobi lead a rescue attempt to save the kidnapped Chancellor Palpatine from Count Dooku and the droid commander General Grievous[image: External link]. Later, Anakin begins to have prophetic visions of his secret wife, Padmé Amidala, dying in childbirth. Palpatine, who had been secretly engineering the Clone Wars to destroy the Jedi Order, convinces Anakin that the dark side of the Force holds the power to save Padmé's life. Desperate, Anakin submits to Palpatine's Sith teachings and is renamed Darth Vader. While Palpatine re-organizes the Republic into the tyrannical Empire, Vader participates in the extermination of the Jedi Order[image: External link]; culminating in a lightsaber duel between himself and his former master Obi-Wan on the volcanic planet Mustafar[image: External link].[57]

Lucas began working on Episode III before Attack of the Clones was released, offering concept artists that the film would open with a montage of seven Clone War battles.[58] As he reviewed the storyline that summer, however, he says he radically re-organized the plot.[59] Michael Kaminski, in The Secret History of Star Wars, offers evidence that issues in Anakin's fall to the dark side prompted Lucas to make massive story changes, first revising the opening sequence to have Palpatine kidnapped and his apprentice, Count Dooku, murdered by Anakin as the first act in the latter's turn towards the dark side.[60] After principal photography was complete in 2003, Lucas made even more massive changes in Anakin's character, re-writing his entire turn to the dark side; he would now turn primarily in a quest to save Padmé's life, rather than the previous version in which that reason was one of several, including that he genuinely believed that the Jedi were evil and plotting to take over the Republic. This fundamental re-write was accomplished both through editing the principal footage, and new and revised scenes filmed during pick-ups in 2004.[61]
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Main article: Star Wars sequel trilogy
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Lucas often exaggerated the amount of material he wrote for the series; much of it stemmed from the post‐1978 period when the series grew into a phenomenon. Michael Kaminski explained that these exaggerations were both a publicity and security measure. Kaminski rationalized that since the series' story radically changed throughout the years, it was always Lucas' intention to change the original story retroactively because audiences would only view the material from his perspective.[57][62]

A sequel trilogy was reportedly planned (Episodes VII, VIII and IX) by Lucasfilm as a sequel to the original Star Wars trilogy (Episodes IV, V and VI), released between 1977 and 1983.[63] While the similarly discussed Star Wars prequel trilogy (Episodes I, II and III) was ultimately released between 1999 and 2005, Lucasfilm and George Lucas had for many years denied plans for a sequel trilogy, insisting that Star Wars is meant to be a six-part series.[64][65] In May 2008, speaking about the upcoming Star Wars: The Clone Wars film, Lucas maintained his status on the sequel trilogy: "I get asked all the time, 'What happens after Return of the Jedi?,' and there really is no answer for that. The movies were the story of Anakin Skywalker and Luke Skywalker, and when Luke saves the galaxy and redeems his father, that's where that story ends."[66]

In January 2012, Lucas announced that he would step away from blockbuster films and instead produce smaller arthouse[image: External link] films. Asked whether the criticism he received following the prequel trilogy and the alterations to the re-releases of the original trilogy had influenced his decision to retire, Lucas said: "Why would I make any more when everybody yells at you all the time and says what a terrible person you are?"[67]

Despite insisting that a sequel trilogy would never happen, Lucas began working on story treatments for three new Star Wars films in 2011. In October 2012, The Walt Disney Company agreed to buy Lucasfilm and announced that Star Wars Episode VII would be released in 2015. Later, it was revealed that the three new upcoming films (Episodes VII–IX) would be based on story treatments that had been written by George Lucas prior to the sale of Lucasfilm.[68] The co-chairman of Lucasfilm, Kathleen Kennedy became president of the company, reporting to Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] chairman Alan Horn. In addition, Kennedy will serve as executive producer on new Star Wars feature films, with franchise creator and Lucasfilm founder Lucas serving as creative consultant.[69]
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Main article: Star Wars: The Force Awakens


About 30 years after the destruction of the Death Star II, Luke Skywalker, now the last Jedi once again, has vanished. The remnants of the Empire have become the First Order, and seek to destroy Luke and the New Republic, while the Resistance opposes, led by princess-turned-general Leia Organa and backed by the Republic. On Jakku[image: External link], Resistance pilot Poe Dameron obtains a map to Luke's location. Stormtroopers under the command of Kylo Ren, the son of Leia and Han Solo, capture Poe. Poe's droid BB-8 escapes with the map, and encounters a scavenger Rey. Kylo tortures Poe and learns of BB-8. Stormtrooper FN-2187 defects from the First Order, and frees Poe who dubs him "Finn", while both escape in a TIE fighter that crashes on Jakku, seemingly killing Poe. Finn finds Rey and BB-8, but the First Order does too; both escape Jakku in a stolen Millennium Falcon. The Falcon is recaptured by Han and Chewbacca, smugglers again since abandoning the Resistance.

The screenplay for Episode VII was originally set to be written by Michael Arndt, but in October 2013 it was announced that writing duties would be taken over by Lawrence Kasdan and J. J. Abrams.[70][71] On January 25, 2013, The Walt Disney Studios and Lucasfilm officially announced J. J. Abrams as Star Wars Episode VII's director and producer, along with Bryan Burk and Bad Robot Productions.[72]
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Main article: Star Wars: The Last Jedi


On November 20, 2012, The Hollywood Reporter reported that Lawrence Kasdan and Simon Kinberg will write and produce Episodes VIII and IX.[73] Kasdan and Kinberg were later confirmed as creative consultants on those films, in addition to writing standalone films[image: External link]. In addition, John Williams, who wrote the music for the previous six episodes, has been hired to compose the music for Episodes VII, VIII and IX.[74]

On March 12, 2015, Lucasfilm announced that Looper[image: External link] director Rian Johnson would direct Episode VIII with Ram Bergman[image: External link] as producer for Ram Bergman Productions.[75] Reports initially claimed Johnson would also direct Episode IX, but it was later confirmed he would write only a story treatment.[76][77] Johnson later wrote on his Twitter that the information about him writing a treatment for Episode IX is old, and he's not involved with the writing of that film.[78] When asked about Episode VIII in an August 2014 interview, Johnson said "it's boring to talk about, because the only thing I can really say is, I'm just happy. I don't have the terror I kind of expected I would, at least not yet. I'm sure I will at some point."[79]

Principal photography on The Last Jedi began in February 2016.[80] Additional filming took place in Dubrovnik[image: External link] from March 9 to March 16, 2016,[81][82] as well as in Ireland in May 2016.[83] Principal photography wrapped[image: External link] in July 2016.[84][85][86] On December 27, 2016, Carrie Fisher died after going into cardiac arrest a few days earlier. Before her death, Fisher had completed filming her role as General Leia Organa in The Last Jedi.[87] The film is to be released on December 15, 2017.[88]
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Production on Episode IX is scheduled to begin sometime in 2017.[89] Variety and Reuters[image: External link] reported that Carrie Fisher was slated for a key role in Episode IX.[90] Now, Lucasfilm, Disney and others involved with the film will need to find a way to address her death and what will become of her character.[91][92][93] In January 2017, Lucasfilm stated they would not digitally generate Fisher's performance for the film.[94] In April 2017, Todd Fisher and Billie Lourd gave Disney permission to use recent footage of Fisher for the film,[95] but later that month, Kennedy stated that Fisher will not appear in the film.[96][97] Principal photography of Star Wars: Episode IX is set to begin in January 2018.[98][99]
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On February 5, 2013, Disney CEO Bob Iger confirmed the development of two standalone films[image: External link], each individually written by Lawrence Kasdan and Simon Kinberg.[100] On February 6, Entertainment Weekly reported that Disney is working on two films featuring Han Solo and Boba Fett[image: External link].[101] Disney CFO Jay Rasulo[image: External link] has described the standalone films as origin stories[image: External link].[102] Kathleen Kennedy explained that the standalone films will not crossover with the films of the sequel trilogy, stating, "George was so clear as to how that works. The canon that he created was the Star Wars saga. Right now, Episode VII falls within that canon. The spin-off movies, or we may come up with some other way to call those films, they exist within that vast universe that he created. There is no attempt being made to carry characters (from the standalone films) in and out of the saga episodes. Consequently, from the creative standpoint, it's a roadmap that George made pretty clear."[103]

In April 2015, Lucasfilm and Kathleen Kennedy announced that the standalone films would be referred to as the Star Wars Anthology films.[104][105][106]
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Main article: Rogue One


In May 2014, Lucasfilm announced that Gareth Edwards[image: External link] would direct the first anthology film, to be released on December 16, 2016, with Gary Whitta[image: External link] writing the first draft.[107] On March 12, 2015, the film's title was revealed to be Rogue One, with Chris Weitz[image: External link] rewriting the script, and starring Felicity Jones[image: External link], Ben Mendelsohn[image: External link], and Diego Luna[image: External link].[108][109] In April 2015, a teaser trailer was shown during the closing of the Star Wars Celebration. Lucasfilm also announced filming would begin in the summer of 2015, and that the plot would revolve around a group of rebels on a mission to steal the Death Star plans. Director Edwards stated, "It comes down to a group of individuals who don't have magical powers that have to somehow bring hope to the galaxy." Edwards stated that the style of the film would be similar to that of a war film, stating, "It's the reality of war. Good guys are bad. Bad guys are good. It's complicated, layered; a very rich scenario in which to set a movie."[110][111]

After its debut, Rogue One received generally positive reviews, with its performances, action sequences, soundtrack, visual effects and darker tone being praised. The film grossed over $500 million worldwide within a week of its release.[112]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Untitled Han Solo film




Main article: Untitled Han Solo film


A film featuring Han Solo before the events of the 1977 film is currently in production. Actor Alden Ehrenreich[image: External link] is portraying Han Solo in the film, which is directed by Phil Lord and Christopher Miller[image: External link] and written by Lawrence Kasdan and Jon Kasdan[image: External link]. The film is produced by Lucasfilm and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. The film also stars Donald Glover[image: External link], Emilia Clarke[image: External link], and Woody Harrelson[image: External link].
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A third Anthology film will be released in 2020.[113] A writer for the film has been hired as of September 2016.[114]
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Further information: List of Star Wars cast members and List of Star Wars characters
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	Crew by film



	Film
	Director
	Producer
	Executive producer
	Editor
	Director of photography
	Music
	Writer



	Episode IV –

A New Hope
	George Lucas
	Gary Kurtz[image: External link]

Rick McCallum[image: External link] (1997 Special Edition)
	George Lucas
	Paul Hirsch[image: External link]

Richard Chew[image: External link]

Marcia Lucas[image: External link]

George Lucas (uncredited)

T. M. Christopher (1997 Special Edition)
	Gilbert Taylor[image: External link]
	John Williams
	George Lucas



	Episode V –

The Empire Strikes Back
	Irvin Kershner[image: External link]
	Paul Hirsch

Marcia Lucas (uncredited)

George Lucas (uncredited)

T. M. Christo­pher (1997 Special Edition)
	Peter Suschitzky[image: External link]
	Screenplay:

Leigh Brackett[image: External link]

Lawrence Kasdan

George Lucas (uncredited)

Story:

George Lucas



	Episode VI –

Return of the Jedi
	Richard Marquand[image: External link]
	Howard Kazanjian[image: External link]

Rick McCallum (1997 Special Edition)
	Sean Barton

Marcia Lucas

Duwayne Dunham[image: External link]

George Lucas (uncredited)

T. M. Christo­pher (1997 Special Edition)
	Alan Hume[image: External link]
	Screenplay:

Lawrence Kasdan

George Lucas

Story:

George Lucas



	Episode I –

The Phantom Menace
	George Lucas
	Rick McCallum
	Ben Burtt

Paul Martin Smith
	David Tattersall[image: External link]
	George Lucas



	Episode II –

Attack of the Clones
	Ben Burtt

George Lucas (uncredited)
	Screenplay:

George Lucas

Jonathan Hales[image: External link]

Story:

George Lucas



	Episode III –

Revenge of the Sith
	Roger Barton[image: External link]

Ben Burtt
	George Lucas



	Star Wars:

The Clone Wars
	Dave Filoni
	Catherine Winder[image: External link]
	Jason Tucker
	
	Kevin Kiner[image: External link]

Themes:

John Williams
	Henry Gilroy[image: External link]

Steven Melching

Scott Murphy[image: External link]



	Episode VII –

The Force Awakens
	J. J. Abrams
	Kathleen Kennedy

J. J. Abrams

Bryan Burk
	Jason McGatlin

Tommy Harper
	Mary Jo Markey

Maryann Brandon
	Daniel Mindel
	John Williams
	Lawrence Kasdan

J. J. Abrams

Michael Arndt



	Rogue One:

A Star Wars Story
	Gareth Edwards[image: External link]
	Kathleen Kennedy

Allison Shearmur

Simon Emanuel
	John Knoll[image: External link]

Jason McGatlin
	John Gilroy[image: External link]

Colin Goudie

Jabez Olssen[image: External link]
	Greig Fraser[image: External link]
	Michael Giacchino

Themes:

John Williams
	Story:

John Knoll

Gary Whitta[image: External link]

Screenplay:

Chris Weitz[image: External link]

Tony Gilroy[image: External link]



	Episode VIII –

The Last Jedi
	Rian Johnson
	Kathleen Kennedy

Ram Bergman[image: External link]
	J. J. Abrams

Jason McGatlin

Tom Karnowski
	Bob Ducsay[image: External link]
	Steve Yedlin[image: External link]
	John Williams
	Rian Johnson



	Untitled Han Solo film
	Phil Lord and Christopher Miller[image: External link]
	Kathleen Kennedy

Allison Shearmur

Simon Emanuel
	Lawrence Kasdan

Jason McGatlin
	Chris Dickens[image: External link]
	Bradford Young[image: External link]
	
	Lawrence Kasdan

Jon Kasdan[image: External link]



	Episode IX[image: External link]
	Colin Trevorrow
	Kathleen Kennedy

Ram Bergman
	J. J. Abrams
	Kevin Stitt[image: External link]
	John Schwartzman[image: External link]
	John Williams
	Colin Trevorrow

Derek Connolly[image: External link]
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 Technical information




All seven films of the Star Wars series were shot in an aspect ratio[image: External link] of 2.39:1. The original and sequel trilogies were shot with anamorphic[image: External link] lenses. Episodes IV, V, and VII were shot in Panavision[image: External link], while Episode VI was shot in Joe Dunton Camera (JDC) scope. Episode I was shot with Hawk anamorphic lenses on Arriflex[image: External link] cameras, and Episodes II and III were shot with Sony's CineAlta[image: External link] high-definition digital cameras.[115]

Lucas hired Ben Burtt to oversee the sound effects on the original 1977 film. Burtt's accomplishment was such that the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] presented him with a Special Achievement Award because it had no award at the time for the work he had done.[116] Lucasfilm developed the THX sound reproduction standard for Return of the Jedi.[117] John Williams composed the scores for all seven films. Lucas's design for Star Wars involved a grand musical sound, with leitmotifs[image: External link] for different characters and important concepts. Williams's Star Wars title theme[image: External link] has become one of the most famous and well-known musical compositions in modern music history.[118]

Lucas hired 'the Dean of Special Effects' John Stears[image: External link], who created R2-D2, Luke Skywalker's Landspeeder, the Jedi Knights' lightsabers[image: External link], and the Death Star.[119][120] The technical lightsaber choreography for the original trilogy was developed by leading filmmaking sword-master Bob Anderson[image: External link]. Anderson trained actor Mark Hamill[image: External link] (Luke Skywalker) and performed all the sword stunts as Darth Vader during the lightsaber duels in The Empire Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi, wearing Vader's costume. Anderson's role in the original Star Wars trilogy was highlighted in the film Reclaiming the Blade[image: External link], where he shares his experiences as the fight choreographer developing the lightsaber techniques for the movies.[121]
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 Box office performance






	Film
	Release date
	Budget
	Box office revenue
	Box office ranking



	North America
	Other

territories
	Worldwide
	Adjusted for

inflation

(North America)[b]
	All-time

North America
	All-time

worldwide



	Star Wars[123]
	May 25, 1977
	$11 Million
	$460,998,007
	$314,400,000
	$775,398,007
	$1,330,752,155
	#11
	#68



	The Empire Strikes Back[124]
	May 21, 1980
	$11–$33 Million
	$290,475,067
	$247,900,000
	$538,375,067
	$760,289,658
	#76
	#151



	Return of the Jedi[125]
	May 25, 1983
	$32.5–42.7 Million
	$309,306,177
	$165,800,000
	$475,106,177
	$732,821,128
	#60
	#180



	Original trilogy total
	$54.5–86.7 Million
	$1,060,779,251
	$728,100,000
	$1,788,879,251
	$2,823,862,941
	



	Episode I – The Phantom Menace[126]
	May 19, 1999
	$115 Million
	$474,544,677
	$552,500,000
	$1,027,044,677
	$707,521,232
	#10
	#24



	Episode II – Attack of the Clones[127]
	May 16, 2002
	$115 Million
	$310,676,740
	$338,721,588
	$649,398,328
	$419,876,095
	#58
	#104



	Episode III – Revenge of the Sith[128]
	May 19, 2005
	$113 Million
	$380,270,577
	$468,484,191
	$848,754,768
	$466,315,785
	#29
	#54



	Prequel trilogy total
	$343 Million
	$1,165,491,994
	$1,359,705,779
	$2,525,197,773
	$1,593,713,112
	



	Star Wars: The Clone Wars[129]
	August 15, 2008
	$8.5 Million
	$35,161,554
	$33,121,290
	$68,282,844
	$39,112,474
	#2,187
	—



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens[130]
	December 18, 2015
	$200 million
	$936,662,225
	$1,131,516,000
	$2,068,178,225
	$936,662,225
	#1
	#3



	Rogue One[131]
	December 16, 2016
	$200 million
	$532,091,909
	$523,762,890
	$1,055,854,799
	$532,091,909
	#7
	#20



	All films total
	$806–838.2 Million
	$3,546,178,698
	$3,489,843,069
	$7,036,021,767
	$5,741,434,426
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 Critical and public response






	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic
	CinemaScore



	Star Wars
	93% (105 reviews)[132]
	92 (20 reviews)[133]
	



	The Empire Strikes Back
	94% (88 reviews)[134]
	81 (17 reviews)[135]
	



	Return of the Jedi
	80% (85 reviews)[136]
	53 (15 reviews)[137]
	



	Star Wars: Episode I – The Phantom Menace
	55% (213 reviews)[138]
	51 (36 reviews)[139]
	A−[140]



	Star Wars: Episode II – Attack of the Clones
	65% (244 reviews)[141]
	54 (39 reviews)[142]
	A−[140]



	Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith
	79% (284 reviews)[143]
	68 (40 reviews)[144]
	A−[140]



	Star Wars: The Clone Wars
	18% (164 reviews)[145]
	35 (30 reviews)[146]
	B−[140]



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	92% (367 reviews)[147]
	81 (54 reviews)[148]
	A[140]



	Rogue One
	85% (345 reviews)[149]
	65 (51 reviews)[150]
	A[140]



	
List indicator(s)

	A dark grey cell indicates the information is not available for the film.
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 Academy Awards




The eight live-action films together have been nominated for 29 Academy Awards, of which they won seven. The films were also awarded a total of three Special Achievement Awards[image: External link].



	Category
	Awards won



	Star Wars
	The Empire Strikes Back
	Return of the Jedi
	The Phantom Menace
	Attack of the Clones
	Revenge of the Sith
	The Force Awakens
	Rogue One



	Actor in a Supporting Role
	Nominated

(Alec Guinness)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Art Direction-Set Decoration
	Win
	Nominated
	Nominated
	
	
	
	
	



	Costume Design
	Win
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Director
	Nominated

(George Lucas)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Film Editing
	Win
	
	
	
	
	
	Nominated
	



	Makeup
	
	
	
	
	
	Nominated
	
	



	Music (Original Score)
	Win
	Nominated
	Nominated
	
	
	
	Nominated
	



	Picture
	Nominated
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Screenplay – Original
	Nominated
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Sound Editing
	
	
	Nominated
	Nominated
	
	
	Nominated
	



	Sound (Mixing)
	Win
	Win
	Nominated
	Nominated
	
	
	Nominated
	Nominated



	Visual Effects
	Win
	
	
	Nominated
	Nominated
	
	Nominated
	Nominated



	Special Achievement Award
	Win

(Alien, Creature and Robot Voices)
	Win

(Visual Effects)
	Win

(Visual Effects)
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 Themes and influence on other films




Aside from its well-known science fictional technology[image: External link], Star Wars features elements such as knighthood[image: External link], chivalry[image: External link], and princesses that are related to archetypes of the fantasy genre.[151] The Star Wars world, unlike fantasy and science-fiction films that featured sleek and futuristic settings, was portrayed as dirty and grimy. Lucas' vision of a "used future" was further popularized in the science fiction-horror films Alien[image: External link],[152] which was set on a dirty space freighter; Mad Max 2[image: External link], which is set in a post-apocalyptic[image: External link] desert; and Blade Runner[image: External link], which is set in a crumbling, dirty city of the future. Lucas made a conscious effort to parallel scenes and dialogue between films, and especially to parallel the journeys of Luke Skywalker with that of his father Anakin when making the prequels.[48]
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 In other media






	This section may be too long[image: External link] and excessively detailed. Please consider summarizing the material while citing sources[image: External link] as needed. (January 2017)




Main articles: Star Wars canon and Star Wars expanded universe


From 1977 to 2014, the term Expanded Universe ( abbreviated as EU), was an umbrella term for all officially licensed Star Wars storytelling materials set outside the events depicted within the theatrical films, including novels, comics, and video games. Lucasfilm maintained internal continuity between the films and television content and the EU material until April 25, 2014, when the company announced all of the EU works would cease production. Existing works would no longer be considered canon[image: External link] to the franchise and subsequent reprints would be rebranded under the Star Wars Legends label,[153] with downloadable content for the massively multiplayer online game[image: External link] Star Wars: The Old Republic being the only Legends material to still be produced.

The Star Wars canon was subsequently restructured to only include the existing six feature films, the animated film Star Wars: The Clone Wars (2008), and its companion animated series Star Wars: The Clone Wars. All future projects and creative developments across all types of media would be overseen and coordinated by the Story Group, announced as a division of Lucasfilm created to maintain continuity and a cohesive vision on the storytelling of the franchise. Lucasfilm announced that the change was made "to give maximum creative freedom to the filmmakers and also preserve an element of surprise and discovery for the audience".[153] The animated series Star Wars Rebels was the first project produced after the announcement, followed by multiple comics series from Marvel, novels published by Del Rey[image: External link], and the sequel film The Force Awakens (2015).
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 Television




Main article: Star Wars expanded universe § Television[image: External link]


The popularity of the 1977 film spawned a two-hour Star Wars Holiday Special which aired on CBS[image: External link] in 1978, chronicling Chewbacca's return to his home planet of Kashyyyk[image: External link] to celebrate "Life Day" with his family. Lucas loathed the special and forbade it to ever be aired again after its original broadcast, or reproduced on home video.[155][156] A pair of television films centered on the Ewok[image: External link] Wicket[image: External link] from Return of the Jedi—Caravan of Courage: An Ewok Adventure (1984)[157] and Ewoks: The Battle for Endor (1985)[158]—were followed by the animated TV series Star Wars: Droids (1985–1986)[159][160] and Star Wars: Ewoks (1985–1986).[161]

The animated micro-series[image: External link] Star Wars: Clone Wars (2003–2005) debuted after the release of Attack of the Clones and ended before the release of Revenge of the Sith, and depicts events occurring between the films.[162] The next animated series produced were CGI-animated. Star Wars: The Clone Wars (2008–2014) premiered with an animated film of the same name and was set within the same time period as the previous series.[163][164] Star Wars Rebels (2014–present) is set between Revenge of the Sith and A New Hope, and follows a band of rebels as they fight the Galactic Empire.[165][166] The upcoming 2D-animated micro-series Star Wars Forces of Destiny[image: External link] (2017–present) will focus on female characters including Princess Leia, Rey, Jyn Erso, Ahsoka Tano, and Padmé Amidala. The first eight episodes will premiere on YouTube in July 2017, with an additional eight episodes airing on Disney Channel in Fall 2017.[167]

A live-action television project has been in varying stages of development at Lucasfilm since 2005, when Lucas announced plans for a television series set between the prequel and original trilogies.[168] The proposed series explores criminal and political power struggles in the decades prior to A New Hope,[168] and as of December 2015 was still in development at Lucasfilm.[169]
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 Audio




Main article: Star Wars expanded universe § Radio and audio drama[image: External link]


A 13-episode radio adaptation of the original 1977 film written by science fiction author Brian Daley[image: External link] and directed by John Madden[image: External link] was first broadcast on National Public Radio[image: External link] in 1981.[170][171][172] The broadcast was an overwhelming success, and a 10-episode adaptation of The Empire Strikes Back followed in 1982. Return of the Jedi was adapted into six episodes in 1996.[171][173] In 1983, Buena Vista Records[image: External link] released an original, 30-minute Star Wars audio drama[image: External link] titled Rebel Mission to Ord Mantell, written by Daley.[172][173] In the 1990s, Time Warner Audio Publishing[image: External link] adapted several Star Wars series from Dark Horse Comics[image: External link] into audio dramas.[173]
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 Print media




Star Wars-based fiction predates the release of the first film, with the 1976 novelization[image: External link] of Star Wars ( ghost-written[image: External link] by Alan Dean Foster and credited to Lucas). The first Expanded Universe story appeared in Marvel Comics' Star Wars #7 in January 1978 (the first six issues of the series having been an adaptation of the film), followed quickly by Alan Dean Foster's novel Splinter of the Mind's Eye[image: External link] the following month.[174]
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 Novels




Further information: Star Wars expanded universe § Novels[image: External link], and List of Star Wars books[image: External link]


Foster's 1978 novel, Splinter of the Mind's Eye[image: External link], was the first Expanded Universe work to be released. In addition to filling in the time between the original 1977 film and The Empire Strikes Back, this additional content greatly expanded the Star Wars timeline before and after the film series. Star Wars fiction flourished during the time of the original trilogy (1977–1983) but slowed to a trickle afterwards. In the 1990s, Star Wars novels sparked new interest in the franchise, primarily Timothy Zahn[image: External link]'s Thrawn trilogy[image: External link] (1992-1994) but also Steve Perry[image: External link]'s novel Shadows of the Empire[image: External link] (1996), set in between The Empire Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi, and accompanying video game and comic book series.[175] Since then, several hundred tie-in novels have been published by Bantam[image: External link] and Del Rey[image: External link].

LucasBooks changed the face of the Star Wars universe with the introduction of the New Jedi Order[image: External link] series, which took place 20 years after Return of the Jedi focusing on a host of new characters alongside series originals. During that time three series were introduced for younger audiences, the Jedi Apprentice[image: External link] told adventures of Obi-Wan Kenobi and his master Qui-Gon Jinn[image: External link] in the years before The Phantom Menace. While The Jedi Quest[image: External link] followed Obi-Wan as the master of Anakin Skywalker in between The Phantom Menace and Attack of the Clones. The Last of the Jedi[image: External link] was about Obi-Wan and the last few surviving Jedi set almost immediately after Revenge of the Sith.

Following Disney's purchase of the franchise, the Star Wars Expanded Universe was rebranded as Star Wars Legends, and a Legends banner would be used for such materials in re-print.[176] Disney Publishing Worldwide also announced that Del Rey would publish a new line of canon Star Wars books under the Lucasfilm Story Group being released starting in September on a bi-monthly schedule.[177]

George Lucas adopted elements from the novels in the films, such as the name of capital planet Coruscant[image: External link], in The Phantom Menace, while Dave Filoni adopted the villain character of Grand Admiral Thrawn[image: External link] in Star Wars Rebels, both first appeared in Timothy Zahn's Thrawn Trilogy of novels.
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 Comics




Main articles: Star Wars comics and List of Star Wars comic books


Marvel Comics published Star Wars comic book series and adaptations from 1977 to 1986. A wide variety of creators worked on this series, including Roy Thomas[image: External link], Archie Goodwin[image: External link], Howard Chaykin[image: External link], Al Williamson[image: External link], Carmine Infantino[image: External link], Gene Day[image: External link], Walt Simonson[image: External link], Michael Golden[image: External link], Chris Claremont[image: External link], Whilce Portacio[image: External link], Jo Duffy[image: External link], and Ron Frenz[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Times Syndicate published a Star Wars newspaper strip by Russ Manning[image: External link], Goodwin and Williamson[178][179] with Goodwin writing under a pseudonym. In the late 1980s, Marvel announced it would publish a new Star Wars comic by Tom Veitch[image: External link] and Cam Kennedy[image: External link]. However, in December 1991, Dark Horse Comics[image: External link] acquired the Star Wars license, and used it to publish a large number of original adventures set in the Star Wars universe, varying from ambitious sequels to the original trilogy like the popular Dark Empire[image: External link],[180] to parody comics, like Tag and Bink[image: External link].[181] On January 3, 2014, all previously published works were re-branded as Legends,[182] and Marvel Comics —itself a Disney subsidiary since 2009— reclaimed the publishing rights to Star Wars from Dark Horse, with the first release arriving on January 14, 2015.

George Lucas adopted elements from the comics in the films, such as the character Aayla Secura[image: External link], who was introduced in Dark Horse Comics[image: External link]' Star Wars series, Lucas liked the character so much, that he included her in Attack of the Clones.[183]
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 Video games




Main articles: Star Wars video games and List of Star Wars video games


Star Wars videogames[image: External link] commercialization started in 1982 with Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link] published for the Atari 2600[image: External link] by Parker Brothers[image: External link]. Since then, Star Wars has opened the way to a myriad of space-flight simulation games[image: External link], first-person shooter games[image: External link], role-playing video games[image: External link], RTS[image: External link] games, and others released on all consoles including PS3[image: External link], PSP[image: External link], PS2[image: External link], Xbox 360[image: External link], Nintendo DS[image: External link], Wii[image: External link], and the current Xbox One[image: External link] and PlayStation 4[image: External link].

The most critically acclaimed is the first[image: External link] game in the Knights of the Old Republic series,[184] which focuses on the Jedi Order 4000 years before the films. Star Wars: The Force Unleashed[image: External link] and its sequel[image: External link] focused on Darth Vader's "secret apprentice[image: External link]" hunting down the remaining Jedi, 3 years before A New Hope, also proved popular among fans, they released[185][186] for the PS3[image: External link], Xbox 360[image: External link], with ports for the other consoles.

The best-selling games so far are the Lego Star Wars and the Battlefront series, with 12 million and 10 million units respectively[187][188] both have recent installments. The Battlefront series[image: External link] focuses on recreating the wars depicted on the films, while The Lego Star Wars series recreates: The Original 6 films[image: External link], The Clone Wars[image: External link], and The Force Awakens on LEGO.

The mobile game Star Wars: Uprising[image: External link], as well as the upcoming Star Wars: Battlefront II[image: External link] to be released for Xbox One[image: External link] and PlayStation 4[image: External link] are the only canonical videogames to the franchise.
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 Action figures, LEGO, board games, trading cards, and role-playing games




Main articles: Kenner Star Wars action figures, List of Kenner Star Wars action figures, Star Wars: The Vintage Collection, Lego Star Wars, and List of Lego Star Wars sets


Main articles: Star Wars trading card and Star Wars role-playing games[image: External link]


Kenner[image: External link] made the first Star Wars action figures to coincide with the release of the film, and today the remaining 80's figures sell at extremely high prices in auctions. Since the 90's Hasbro holds the rights to create action figures based on the saga. Pez dispensers have been produced.

Star Wars was the first intellectual property[image: External link] to be licensed in Lego[image: External link] Group history, which has produced a Star Wars Lego theme.[189] Lego has produced animated parody short films to promote their sets, among them Revenge of the Brick[image: External link] (2005) and The Quest for R2-D2[image: External link] (2009), the former parodies Revenge of the Sith, while the later The Clone Wars film. Due to their success, LEGO created animated comedy mini-series among them The Yoda Chronicles (2013-2014) and Droid Tales (2015) originally airing on Cartoon Network, but since 2014 moved into Disney XD.[190] The Lego Star Wars video games are critically acclaimed best sellers.

In 1977 with the board game Star Wars: Escape from the Death Star[191] (not to be confused with another board game with the same title, published in 1990).[192] The board game Risk[image: External link] has been adapted to the series in two editions by Hasbro[image: External link]: and Star Wars Risk: The Clone Wars Edition[image: External link][193] (2005) and Risk: Star Wars Original Trilogy Edition[image: External link][194] (2006).

Three different official tabletop role-playing games[image: External link] have been developed for the Star Wars universe: a version by West End Games[image: External link] in the 1980s and 1990s, one by Wizards of the Coast[image: External link] in the 2000s, and one by Fantasy Flight Games[image: External link] in the 2010s.

Star Wars trading cards[image: External link] have been published since the first "blue" series, by Topps, in 1977.[195] Dozens of series have been produced, with Topps being the licensed creator in the United States. Some of the card series are of film stills, while others are original art. Many of the cards have become highly collectible with some very rare "promos", such as the 1993 Galaxy Series II "floating Yoda" P3 card often commanding US$1 000 or more. While most "base" or "common card" sets are plentiful, many "insert" or "chase cards[image: External link]" are very rare.[196] From 1995 until 2001, Decipher, Inc.[image: External link] had the license for, created and produced a collectible card game based on Star Wars; the Star Wars Collectible Card Game (also known as SWCCG[image: External link]).
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 Theme park attractions
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 Star Tours and Star Tours – The Adventures Continue




Before Disney's acquisition of the franchise, George Lucas had established a partnership in 1986 with the company's Walt Disney Imagineering[image: External link] division to create Star Tours, an attraction that opened at Disneyland[image: External link] in 1987. The attraction also had subsequent incarnations at other Disney theme parks[image: External link] worldwide.[197][198]

The attractions at Disneyland and Disney's Hollywood Studios[image: External link] closed in 2010, at Tokyo Disneyland[image: External link] in 2012, and at Disneyland Paris[image: External link] in 2016 to allow the rides to be updated into Star Tours–The Adventures Continue[image: External link]. The new attraction randomly shuffles a number of scenes, allowing for the equivalent of 54 different adventures for visitors to experience. The successor attraction opened at Disney's Hollywood Studios and Disneyland in 2011, Tokyo Disneyland in 2013, and Disneyland Paris in 2017.[199]
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 Live attractions




Jedi Training: Trials of the Temple is a live show where children are selected to learn the teachings of the Jedi Knights and the Force to become Padawan learners. The show is present at Disney's Hollywood Studios and at the Tomorrowland Terrace[image: External link] at Disneyland. The two parks hosted a seasonal Star Wars-themed event entitled Season of the Force, with Disneyland's version beginning in November 16, 2015. The event featured the debut of a new scene in Star Tours–The Adventures Continue set on Jakku, Star Wars Launch Bay, an attraction featuring exhibits and meet-and-greets, and a seasonal overlay for Space Mountain[image: External link] entitled "Hyperspace Mountain" for Disneyland.

From 1997 to 2015, Walt Disney World[image: External link]'s Disney's Hollywood Studios[image: External link] park hosted an annual festival, Star Wars Weekends, during specific dates from May to June.
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 Star Wars Land




Since August 2014, after Disney acquired the Star Wars franchise, the company expressed plans to expand the franchise's presence in all of their theme parks, which was rumored to include a major Star Wars-themed expansion to Disney's Hollywood Studios.[200] When asked whether or not Disney has an intellectual property franchise that's comparable to Harry Potter[image: External link] at Universal theme parks[image: External link], Disney chairman and CEO Bob Iger[image: External link] mentioned Cars[image: External link] and the Disney Princesses[image: External link], and promised that Star Wars, "is going to be just that."[201] Iger formally announced a 14-acre Star Wars-themed land expansion at the D23 Expo in August 2015. The land—which will debut at Disneyland[image: External link] and Disney's Hollywood Studios[image: External link] at an unspecified date—will include two new attractions inspired by the Millennium Falcon and "a climactic battle between the First Order and the resistance".[202]
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 Historical inspirations and comparisons




See also: Star Wars sources and analogues


Star Wars contains many themes of political science[image: External link] that mainly favor democracy over dictatorship. Political science has been an important element of Star Wars since the franchise first launched in 1977. The plot climax of Revenge of the Sith is modeled after the fall of the democratic Roman Republic[image: External link] and the formation of an empire[image: External link].[203][204][205]

The stormtroopers[image: External link] from the movies share a name with the Nazi[image: External link] stormtroopers[image: External link] (see also Sturmabteilung[image: External link]). Imperial officers' uniforms also resemble some historical German Army uniforms (see Wehrmacht[image: External link]) and the political and security officers of the Empire resemble the black clad SS down to the imitation silver death's head insignia on their officer's caps. World War II terms were used for names in Star Wars; examples include the planets Kessel (a term that refers to a group of encircled forces[image: External link]), Hoth (Hermann Hoth[image: External link] was a German general who served on the snow laden Eastern Front), and Tatooine ( Tataouine[image: External link] - a province south of Tunis in Tunisia, roughly where Lucas filmed for the planet; Libya was a WWII arena of war).[206] Palpatine being Chancellor before becoming Emperor mirrors Adolf Hitler[image: External link]'s role as Chancellor before appointing himself Dictator. The Great Jedi Purge[image: External link] alludes to the events of The Holocaust[image: External link], the Great Purge[image: External link], the Cultural Revolution[image: External link], and the Night of the Long Knives[image: External link]. In addition, Lucas himself has drawn parallels between Palpatine and his rise to power to historical dictators such as Julius Caesar[image: External link], Napoleon Bonaparte[image: External link], and Adolf Hitler. The final medal awarding scene in A New Hope, however, references Leni Riefenstahl's Triumph of the Will.[207] The space battles in A New Hope were based on filmed World War I[image: External link] and World War II[image: External link] dogfights[image: External link].[208]

Continuing the use of Nazi inspiration for the Empire, J. J. Abrams, the director of Star Wars: The Force Awakens, has said that the First Order, an Imperial offshoot which will possibly serve as the main antagonist of the sequel trilogy, is also inspired by another aspect of the Nazi regime. Abrams spoke of how several Nazis fled to Argentina[image: External link] after the war and he claims that the concept for the First Order came from conversations between the scriptwriters about what would have happened if they had started working together again.[209]
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 Cultural impact




Main article: Cultural impact of Star Wars


The Star Wars saga has had a significant impact on modern popular culture[image: External link].[210] Star Wars references are deeply embedded in popular culture;[211] Phrases like "evil empire[image: External link]" and "May the Force be with you[image: External link]" have become part of the popular lexicon.[212] The first Star Wars film in 1977 was a cultural unifier,[213] enjoyed by a wide spectrum of people.[214] The film can be said to have helped launch the science fiction boom of the late 1970s and early 1980s, making science fiction films[image: External link] a blockbuster genre[image: External link] or mainstream.[215] This very impact also made it a prime target for parody works and homages, with popular examples including Spaceballs, Family Guy[image: External link]'s Laugh It Up, Fuzzball, Robot Chicken[image: External link]'s "Star Wars Episode I", "Star Wars Episode II[image: External link]" and "Star Wars Episode III[image: External link]", and Hardware Wars by Ernie Fosselius[image: External link].

In 1989, the Library of Congress[image: External link] selected the original Star Wars film for preservation in the U.S. National Film Registry[image: External link], as being "culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant."[216] Its sequel, The Empire Strikes Back, was selected in 2010.[217][218] Despite these callings for archival, it is unclear whether copies of the 1977 and 1980 theatrical sequences of Star Wars and Empire—or copies of the 1997 Special Edition versions—have been archived by the NFR, or indeed if any copy has been provided by Lucasfilm and accepted by the Registry.[219][220]
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 Fan works




Main article: Star Wars fan films[image: External link]


The Star Wars saga has inspired many fans to create their own non-canon material set in the Star Wars galaxy. In recent years, this has ranged from writing fan-fiction to creating fan films[image: External link]. In 2002, Lucasfilm sponsored the first annual Official Star Wars Fan Film Awards[image: External link], officially recognizing filmmakers and the genre. Because of concerns over potential copyright[image: External link] and trademark issues, however, the contest was initially open only to parodies[image: External link], mockumentaries[image: External link], and documentaries. Fan-fiction films set in the Star Wars universe were originally ineligible, but in 2007 Lucasfilm changed the submission standards to allow in-universe fiction entries.[221] Lucasfilm, for the most part, has allowed but not endorsed the creation of these derivative fan-fiction works, so long as no such work attempts to make a profit from or tarnish the Star Wars franchise in any way.[222] While many fan films have used elements from the licensed Expanded Universe to tell their story, they are not considered an official part of the Star Wars canon.
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 See also






	Architecture of Star Wars

	Empire of Dreams: The Story of the Star Wars Trilogy[image: External link]

	Jedi census phenomenon

	Jediism

	List of Star Wars creatures

	Physics and Star Wars

	Star Wars canon

	Star Wars Day

	Star Wars expanded universe

	Star Wars music

	Star Wars role play[image: External link]

	Star Wars: Evolution of the lightsaber duel[image: External link]

	The Story of Star Wars[image: External link]

	Technology in Star Wars
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 Notes






	
^ a b Until 2020


	
^ Adjusting for inflation is complicated by the fact that the first four films have had multiple releases in different years, so their earnings cannot be simply adjusted by the initial year of release. Inflation adjusted figures for 2005 can be found in Block, Alex Ben; Wilson, Lucy Autrey, eds. (2010). George Lucas's Blockbusting: A Decade-By-Decade Survey of Timeless Movies Including Untold Secrets of Their Financial and Cultural Success[image: External link]. HarperCollins[image: External link]. p. 519. ISBN  978-0061778896[image: External link]. Adjustment to constant dollars[image: External link] is undertaken in conjunction with the United States Consumer Price Index[image: External link] provided by the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis[image: External link], using 2005 as the base year.[122]
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^ Knapton, Sarah (April 7, 2008). "Court to rule in Star Wars costume battle"[image: External link]. The Guardian. UK. Retrieved April 15, 2008.
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Star Wars sequel Trilogy






The Star Wars sequel trilogy is the third film trilogy in the Star Wars American space opera franchise, created by George Lucas. It is being produced by Lucasfilm Ltd. and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. The trilogy is to consist of episodes VII through IX and chronologically follows Return of the Jedi (1983) in the saga. Lucas originally planned a sequel trilogy in the mid-1970s,[1] but had abandoned these plans by the late 1990s. The Walt Disney Company acquired Lucasfilm in late 2012 and then announced the production of a sequel trilogy.

The first installment, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, was released on December 18, 2015 in the U.S., following a special premiere screening in Los Angeles on December 14. The film is directed by J. J. Abrams who cowrote the screenplay with Lawrence Kasdan and Michael Arndt. Harrison Ford, Mark Hamill[image: External link], Carrie Fisher, and other main cast members from the original trilogy returned to reprise their roles and co-star alongside Daisy Ridley, John Boyega, Adam Driver[image: External link], and Oscar Isaac.

Unlike the previous two trilogies, whose films were released approximately three years apart, the sequel films are planned to be released around two years apart. Star Wars: The Last Jedi is set for release on December 15, 2017, with Rian Johnson as screenwriter and director. Episode IX will be directed by Colin Trevorrow and written by Trevorrow and Derek Connolly[image: External link], and is scheduled to be released on May 24, 2019.
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 Films






	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Producer(s)
	Status



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens[a]
	December 18, 2015
	J. J. Abrams
	Lawrence Kasdan, J. J. Abrams and Michael Arndt
	Kathleen Kennedy, J. J. Abrams and Bryan Burk
	Released



	Star Wars: The Last Jedi[b]
	December 15, 2017[2]
	Rian Johnson
	Kathleen Kennedy and Ram Bergman[image: External link]
	Post-production[3]



	Star Wars: Episode IX[image: External link]
	May 24, 2019[4]
	Colin Trevorrow
	Colin Trevorrow and Derek Connolly[image: External link][5]
	Pre-production[6]
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 The Force Awakens




Main article: Star Wars: The Force Awakens


The Force Awakens, the first film in the sequel trilogy, takes place approximately 30 years after the events of Return of the Jedi and includes new characters, as well as characters from the original trilogy, in search of Luke Skywalker with the help of Han Solo, and Princess Leia along with Chewbacca, C-3PO, and R2-D2.[7][8] The Force Awakens, like the subsequent two films, is based on an original screenplay and not a storyline from the expanded universe.[9]

The original trilogy's cast joins newcomers Daisy Ridley, John Boyega, Adam Driver[image: External link], and Oscar Isaac. It is directed by J. J. Abrams, who co-wrote a revised version of the screenplay along with Lawrence Kasdan, co-writer of the screenplays for The Empire Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi. Original drafts of The Force Awakens script were written by Michael Arndt,[10][11][12] but ultimately early character and plot elements in Anrdt's vision came into conflict with the conceptual ideas of director J.J. Abrams and Lucasfilm president Kathleen Kennedy, as well as filming schedules and ultimately Arndt was removed from the project due to creative differences and time constraints,[13][14][15][16] being replaced by Kasdan as the primary co-creative visionary to Abram's plot concepts.[15][16]

George Lucas was set to provide Abrams with advice as a creative consultant; however, he had no involvement in the film, with his representative saying Lucas "ideally would love not to see any footage until he walks into the theater next December. He has never been able to be surprised by a Star Wars film before and he said he was looking forward to it."[17][18][19][20] The film began pre-production on October 30, 2012. Production began in April 2014;[21] it was released on December 18, 2015.[22] In the US, the film is rated PG-13[image: External link] "for sci-fi action violence",[23] the second Star Wars film to receive that rating after Revenge of the Sith (the five other films received a PG rating).[24]

The film broke opening weekend[image: External link] box office records in North America with $248 million ($39 million more than previous record holder Jurassic World) and totals of $529 million worldwide, the largest opening ever. The film set another new record by becoming the first movie to break the $1 billion mark in box office sales in just 12 days.[25] It is currently the highest-grossing film of all time in North America and the third highest-grossing film worldwide, unadjusted for inflation.[26]
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 The Last Jedi




Main article: Star Wars: The Last Jedi


On June 20, 2014, Rian Johnson was announced as writer and director of Episode VIII and story treatment writer of Episode IX.[27][28] Kathleen Kennedy and Ram Bergman[image: External link] were the producers and J. J. Abrams is the executive producer. Steve Yedlin is the cinematographer.[29] Johnson confirmed in August 2014 that he would direct Episode VIII.[30]

In March 2015, Oscar Isaac confirmed he would reprise his The Force Awakens role of Poe Dameron in Episode VIII.[31][32][33] In July 2015, it was reported that Benicio del Toro was being considered for a villain;[34][35] del Toro later confirmed that he had been cast.[36] In September 2015, it was reported that Gugu Mbatha-Raw[image: External link], Tatiana Maslany[image: External link], Gina Rodriguez[image: External link], Olivia Cooke[image: External link], and Bel Powley[image: External link] were on the shortlist for two separate parts.[37][38] Jimmy Vee was cast as R2-D2, succeeding Kenny Baker.[39][40]

Much of the filming for Episode VIII took place at Pinewood Studios near London[image: External link].[41][42] In September 2015, some pre-production filming took place on the island of Skellig Michael, Ireland to take advantage of better weather conditions.[43] In a November 2015 interview with Wired, Abrams stated that the film's script was completed.[44] In December 2015, Hamill,[45] Isaac,[46] Christie,[47] and Boyega were confirmed to reprise their roles as Luke Skywalker, Poe Dameron, Captain Phasma, and Finn, respectively.[48] Kennedy announced on December 17, 2015, at the London premiere for The Force Awakens that most of the cast would return for Episode VIII.[49] On January 20, 2016, Lucasfilm and Disney announced that the release of the film would be delayed to December 15, 2017.[2] Principal photography began in February 2016.[6] Additional filming took place in Dubrovnik[image: External link] from March 9 to March 16, 2016,[50][51] as well as in Ireland.[52] Principal photography wrapped[image: External link] in July 2016.[3][53][54] On December 27, 2016, Carrie Fisher died after going into cardiac arrest a few days earlier. Fisher had completed filming her role as General Leia Organa[image: External link], before her death.[55] On January 23, 2017, the film was given a confirmed release date of December 15, 2017 with the title Star Wars: The Last Jedi.[56]
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 Episode IX




In June 2014, Johnson was announced as writing a story treatment for Episode IX,[27] though by April 2017, he stated he would not be involved with writing the film.[57] In August 2015, Colin Trevorrow was announced as the director of Episode IX.[58] Trevorrow, along with Derek Connolly[image: External link], will be writing the script.[5] On February 10, 2016, Disney chief executive officer Bob Iger confirmed that pre-production of Episode IX had begun.[6] Cinematographer John Schwartzman[image: External link] is planning on using 65 mm film.[59] Variety and Reuters[image: External link] reported that Carrie Fisher was slated for a key role in Episode IX.[60] Lucasfilm, Disney and others involved with the film have not revealed how they plan to address Fisher's death and what will become of her character.[61][62][63] In January 2017, Lucasfilm stated they would not digitally generate Fisher's performance for the film.[64] In April 2017, it was confirmed by Kathleen Kennedy that Fisher will not be in Episode IX.[65]

Principal photography is set to begin in January 2018.[66][67] The film is scheduled to be released on May 24, 2019.[68]
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 Initial development




Mark Hamill[image: External link] has stated that Lucas told him in 1976, while filming the first film in Tunisia[image: External link], that three Star Wars trilogies were planned. Lucas suggested Hamill could have a cameo role in Episode IX, which he imagined filming by 2011.[1][69] A Time magazine story in March 1978, quoting Lucas, also contained the assertion there would be ten further Star Wars films after The Empire Strikes Back.[70] Gary Kurtz[image: External link] was also aware of proposed story elements for Episode VII to Episode IX before 1980.[71][72]

In 1980, at the time of the release of The Empire Strikes Back, Lucas said there were seven further Star Wars films he wanted to make. He said he had "twelve-page outlines" for those films.[73] In an interview with Jim Steranko[image: External link] in Prevue magazine published in late 1980, Lucas described how the expansive scope of Star Wars had started with an overlong screenplay:


So, I took the screenplay and divided it into three stories, and rewrote the first one. As I was writing, I came up with some ideas for a film about robots, with no humans in it. When I got to working on the Wookiee, I thought of a film just about Wookiees, nothing else. So, for a time, I had a couple of odd movies with just those characters. Then, I had the other two films, which were essentially split into three parts each, two trilogies. When the smoke cleared, I said, 'This is really great. I'll do another trilogy that takes place after this.' I had three trilogies of nine films, and then another couple of odd films. Essentially, there were twelve films.



He then added that he had:


…eliminated the odd movies, because they really don't have anything to do with the Star Wars saga. ... I'm just going to keep it pure. It's a nine-part saga that has a beginning, a middle and an end. It progresses over a period of about fifty or sixty years with about twenty years between trilogies, each trilogy taking about six or seven years.[74]



In this interview, Lucas also stated that he had "titles and ten-page story outlines for each of" the nine episodes.[74] In an interview with Gary Kurtz in the same magazine, Kurtz said:


[w]hether or not all nine or twelve films actually get made depends on how George feels as time goes along. The series may happen the way he originally planned or may completely change. As the films are made, each of the stories develops. As each is finished, I think the direction of the saga may change a bit.[75]



In an interview with Starlog[image: External link] magazine published in September 1981, Lucas confirmed that he had the nine-film series plotted, cautioning:


…but it's a long way from the plot to the script. I've just gone through that with Return of the Jedi, and what seems like a great idea when it's described in three sentences doesn't hold together when you try to make five or six scenes out of it. So plots change a lot when they start getting into script form.[76]
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 Cancellation and Disney acquisition




From 1997 to mid-2012, Lucas frequently stated that he had no plans to make the sequel trilogy, and said he would not allow others to do so either.[77][78][79][80][81] He gave various explanations for the apparent abandonment of plans to film the sequel trilogy.

In August 1999, at a press conference in New York City to discuss The Phantom Menace, Lucas described the "nine year commitment" required to make a Star Wars trilogy.[82] In 2002, he said: "Basically what I said as a joke was, 'Maybe when Harrison and Carrie are in their 70s, we'll come back and do another version.' The thing I didn't realize then, and that I do realize now very clearly, is that not only would they be in their 70s, but I would be in my 70s too."[83] In 2007, Lucas described making the films at that age as "an idea that seemed amusing at the time, but doesn't seem realistic now", and suggested that 'off-the-cuff' comments he had made in earlier years had been misconstrued as absolute statements.[84]

At a 1997 "Special Edition" press conference, Lucas said: "Everyone said, 'Well, are you going to do sequels to the first three?' But that was an afterthought; I don't have scripts on those stories. The only notion on that was, wouldn't it be fun to get all the actors to come back when they're 60 or 70 years old and make three more about them as old people."[77] In a 1997 issue of Star Wars Insider, he said: "The whole story has six episodes.... If I ever went beyond that, it would be something that was made up. I really don't have any notion other than, 'Gee, it would be interesting to do Luke Skywalker later on.' It wouldn't be part of the main story, but a sequel to this thing."[78]

In an interview published in the February 1999 issue of Vanity Fair, Lucas said: "When you see it in six parts, you'll understand. It really ends at part six. I never had a story for the sequels, for the later ones."[85][86] In 2008, after all six films had been released, Lucas said: "The movies were the story of Anakin Skywalker and Luke Skywalker, and when Luke saves the galaxy and redeems his father, that's where that story ends."[87]

In 1999, when asked about the possibility of someone else making Star Wars films, Lucas said, "Probably not, it's my thing."[85][86] In a 2008 interview in Total Film, Lucas ruled out anybody else making Star Wars films. Asked if he was happy for new Star Wars films to be made after his death, he said: "I've left pretty explicit instructions for there not to be any more features. There will definitely be no Episodes VII–IX. That's because there isn't any story. I mean, I never thought of anything. And now there have been novels about the events after Episode VI, which isn't at all what I would have done with it. The Star Wars story is really the tragedy of Darth Vader. That is the story. Once Vader dies, he doesn't come back to life, the Emperor doesn't get cloned and Luke doesn't get married..."[88]

However, speaking after Disney's 2012 acquisition of Lucasfilm, Lucas (sitting alongside new Lucasfilm president Kathleen Kennedy), said: "I always said I wasn't going to do any more, and that's true, because I'm not going to do any more. But that doesn't mean I'm unwilling to turn it over to Kathy to do more."[89]
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 Story development




Lucas had story treatments for episodes VII, VIII and IX which he turned over to Disney chairman Bob Iger around the time Lucasfilm was sold to Disney in 2012.[17] However, during an interview with Cinemablend in January 2014 to promote the upcoming release of the Lucasfilm animated movie Strange Magic, Lucas revealed that ultimately, Disney chose not to use the story treatments which he had written and turned over with the acquisition, and that the company chose to create brand new stories for the upcoming movies instead: "The ones that I sold to Disney, they came up to the decision that they didn't really want to do those. So they made up their own. So it's not the ones that I originally wrote [on screen in Star Wars: The Force Awakens]".[90] No information about these has been released; however, during the previous 35 years, Lucas had given many hints about the content of the sequel trilogy, including the following (sometimes contradictory) possibilities:


	
Episode VII would begin roughly 20 (or perhaps 30–40) years after the end of Return of the Jedi (according to Lucas in 1980 and 1982).[74][91]


	
R2-D2 and C-3PO would be the only characters who might continue through all nine films (Lucas in 1980, 1981 and 1983).[74][92][93]


	The trilogy would deal with the rebuilding of the Republic (Lucas in 1980).[94]


	"It's like a saga, the story of a group of people, a family" (Lucas in 1980).[74]


	The focus would be on Luke Skywalker's journey to becoming the premier Jedi knight, with Luke's sister (who was not Leia) appearing in Episode VIII, and the first appearance of the Emperor, and Luke's ultimate confrontation with him, in Episode IX (a storyline as planned pre-1980, according to A New Hope and The Empire Strikes Back producer Gary Kurtz[image: External link]).[71][72][95]


	Luke would have a romantic relationship with a female love interest (Lucas in 1988).[96]


	The main theme of the trilogy would be moral and philosophical problems, such as the necessity for moral choices and the wisdom needed to distinguish right from wrong, justice, confrontation, and passing on what you have learned (Lucas in 1983 and 1989).[97][98]


	The key actors, Hamill as Luke Skywalker, Ford as Han Solo, and Fisher as Princess Leia, would appear, in their 60s or 70s (Lucas in 1983).[77][97]


	In Episode IX, Hamill would cameo, "like Obi-Wan handing the lightsaber down to the next new hope" (according to Hamill, in 2004).[1]


	"The other one — what happens to Luke afterward — is much more ethereal. I have a tiny notebook full of notes on that. If I’m really ambitious, I could proceed to figure out what would have happened to Luke" (Lucas in 1980).[99]




Interviewed in 2012 after the announcement of the new trilogy, Lucas biographer Dale Pollock[image: External link] said that he had, in the 1980s, read the outlines to 12 Star Wars episodes planned by Lucas, but had been required to sign a confidentiality agreement.[100] Pollock said:


	"The three most exciting stories were 7, 8 and 9. They had propulsive action, really interesting new worlds, new characters. I remember thinking, 'I want to see these 3 movies.'"

	The next series film would "involve Luke Skywalker in his 30s and 40s."

	Disney would probably use Lucas's outlines as the basis for the sequel trilogy. "That’s in part what Disney bought."[100]




Author Timothy Zahn[image: External link], whose Star Wars novel series, the Thrawn Trilogy[image: External link], is set in the Star Wars expanded universe, was also interviewed in 2012. Zahn confirmed the sequel trilogy would not be based on the Thrawn novels, but said he had been briefed years before on Lucas's plans for the sequels.[101] (Zahn had discussions with Lucas before the first Thrawn novel was published in 1991.)


The original idea as I understood it—and Lucas changes his mind off and on, so it may not be what he’s thinking right now—but it was going to be three generations. You’d have the original trilogy, then go back to Luke’s father and find out what happened to him, and if there was another seventh, eighth, or ninth film, it would be Luke's children.[101]



As announced by Lucasfilm, the new trilogy also meant the end of most of the existing Star Wars expanded universe, so as to give "maximum creative freedom to the filmmakers and also preserve an element of surprise and discovery for the audience." Much of the old content would continue to be available under the "Star Wars: Legends" brand.[102]
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 Notes






	
^ Also known as Star Wars: Episode VII – The Force Awakens.


	
^ Also known as Star Wars: Episode VIII – The Last Jedi.
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Rey (Star Wars)






Rey is a fictional character in the Star Wars franchise, portrayed by English actress Daisy Ridley. First appearing as the main character in Star Wars: The Force Awakens,[1][6][7][8] Rey is a scavenger who was left behind on the planet Jakku[image: External link] when she was a child, and later becomes involved with the Resistance's conflict with the First Order when her solitary life is interrupted by BB-8, the droid of ace Resistance pilot Poe Dameron, and a runaway Stormtrooper named Finn.
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 Creation and casting




Screenwriter Michael Arndt said that he found Lucasfilm President Kathleen Kennedy's offer to write the Star Wars sequel trilogy daunting in mid-2012, but he became interested when it was explained to him that the tale was about the origin story of a female Jedi and he met with George Lucas.[9] The character was a young woman known as Kira in the early stages of production, and Arndt described her as a "loner, hothead, gear-head, badass".[10] Arndt said that he struggled with introducing the young woman as the main character in his story while keeping her from being overshadowed after her early meeting with the Luke Skywalker character.[9]

On creating a female lead for the new trilogy, director and writer J. J. Abrams stated that from his initial discussions with writer Lawrence Kasdan, he was excited at the concept of having a woman at the center of the story. He said that "We always wanted to write Rey as the central character" and that other female representation in the story was also important.[1] Kennedy stated that, "Rey is the new generation's Luke Skywalker."[11] Rey's background as a scavenger was part of the developers attempting to portray her as "the ultimate outsider and the ultimate disenfranchised person", due to their belief that a person of that nature would likely experience a prolonged journey compared to other types of people.[12]

Daisy Ridley was largely unknown before being cast for the role of Rey. Ridley said that she auditioned many times for the role over the course of seven months and had to keep her casting a secret for three months.[13] She was announced as part of the cast at the end of April 2014. She only had experience with small parts in TV shows. Her inexperience and lack of exposure were a crucial part of what convinced Abrams to give Ridley the role, as the previous installments had featured relatively unknown talent that would not experience heightened degrees of scrutiny.[14] Abrams stated that Ridley "was so funny and had a great spark," as well as having her act out an emotional scene, proclaiming that "she nailed it on the first take." Abrams would go on to praise Ridley, stating "She was born with this gift to be in a moment and make it her own. She simultaneously works from the inside out and the outside in."[15] Kennedy proclaimed "Daisy had a physicality and a self-confidence that was so important to the character we were looking for. She epitomizes that optimism where anything is possible."[15] Director Dusan Lazarevic, who was present at the casting of Ridley for a role in British drama series Silent Witness[image: External link], in addition to praising her acting range, stated "She showed a combination of vulnerability and strength which gave her a complexity, and there was an intelligence in her eyes that was an indicator she could play quite a complicated part."[14] Cailey Fleming was additionally cast to portray a young Rey.[2]

Although Ridley expressed that she was "riddled with doubts and insecurities", she stated that Rey's hopefulness is what she related to most in Rey, going on to say it "was something driving me through the auditions—even though it felt so insanely out of anything that I could've imagined."[16] Ridley recalled her shooting experience as starting off bumpy, with Abrams telling her that her first few takes were "wooden".[17] However, Ridley and Abrams had an "incredibly collaborative" process with creating Rey; Ridley recalled that the character "changed from when we first began, she became softer. And I think that's probably me, because Americans tend not to understand me, so it helped, slowing down the speech and everything just made it softer than I am."[16] On her character, Ridley has stated that Rey will have "some impact in a girl power-y way," adding that the character "doesn't have to be one thing to embody a woman in a film. It just so happens she's a woman but she transcends gender. She's going to speak to men and women."[18] In an interview with Elle[image: External link], Ridley would continue describing her character, "She's so strong. She's cool and smart and she can look after herself," adding "Young girls can look at her and know that they can wear trousers if they want to. That they don't have to show off their bodies."[15]

Abrams stated that he intentionally withheld Rey's last name and background in The Force Awakens.[19] He said that he felt that the origin of Kylo Ren was the only thing that could be revealed in his movie and that he knows "quite a bit" about Rey's origin but would give courtesy to Star Wars: The Last Jedi director Rian Johnson by not saying any more.[9][20] Star Wars: Episode IX director Colin Trevorrow has stated that the answer of Rey's origin will be "deeply and profoundly satisfying" and that Rey is "important in this universe, not just in the context of The Force Awakens, but in the entire galaxy. She deserves it."[21] Ridley said that she knows who Rey's parents are.[13]

Composer John Williams said that he immediately loved Ridley in the film and that he found composing Rey's theme an interesting challenge. He said that her theme doesn't suggest a love theme, but rather a strong female adventurer character infused with the Force for a mature, thoughtful theme.[22]
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 The Force Awakens (2015)




Rey lives alone on the planet Jakku[image: External link], scraping a living through scavenging parts from ships while awaiting the return of the family that she was separated from as a child. She rescues the astromech droid[image: External link] BB-8 and encounters the runaway stormtrooper Finn. Attacked by First Order troops, Rey steals and pilots the Millennium Falcon to evade them and escape Jakku. The smuggler Han Solo and his partner Chewbacca capture the Falcon in their freighter ship. When dangerous gangs confront Han on the freighter, Rey mistakenly unleashes Han's vicious cargo. She saves Finn and they escape the freighter in the Falcon. Han tells Rey that the legends of the Jedi were true. He gives her a blaster and tells her she has a lot yet to learn. Impressed with Rey, Han offers her a job on the Falcon; however, Rey declines his offer, feeling that she has to return to Jakku.

After convening at Maz Kanata's castle on the planet Takodana to return BB-8 to the Resistance, the First Order is alerted to their presence. Rey is disappointed when Finn leaves after explaining that he cannot continue onward with her. She is drawn to the castle's basement vault in which Maz has stored a lightsaber that belonged to Luke Skywalker and his father before him. Upon touching it, she experiences a terrifying vision: she sees a battle led by Kylo Ren, a flashback of her younger self being left behind on Jakku, and a vision of Luke, the missing last Jedi Master in the galaxy[image: External link]. Maz argues that whoever left her will never return to Jakku, and her only option is to seek out strength in the Force. Feeling overwhelmed, Rey rejects the lightsaber and flees into the forest.

The First Order attacks Maz's castle, and Kylo Ren captures Rey when the Resistance arrives. Ren takes her to Starkiller Base, where he interrogates her mind for the map piece that BB-8 showed her of the location of Luke. Ren uses the Force in order to read Rey's mind, revealing Rey feels that Han is like the father she never had. Rey then resists him and reads Ren's emotions, exposing his inner fear that he will never be as powerful as Darth Vader. The First Order's Supreme Leader Snoke commands that Rey be brought to him when Ren reports to him about her resistance and ability. Left alone with a stormtrooper guarding her, Rey uses a Jedi mind trick to get him to help free her. After sneaking around inside the base looking for a way to escape, she is elated to find Finn, Han, and Chewbacca have come for her. They watch in horror as Ren kills his own father, Han.

As they try to escape the base through the forest, Ren challenges Rey and Finn with his lightsaber. After Ren seriously injures Finn and disarms him of Luke's lightsaber, Rey uses the Force to retrieve the weapon and battles the already wounded Ren. Initially overpowered, Rey rejects Ren's offer to train her and uses the Force with the lightsaber to defeat him. After escaping the destroyed planet in the Millennium Falcon with Chewbacca and the wounded Finn, she returns to the Resistance base. While the Resistance celebrates the victory, Rey mourns Han's death with Leia and visits Finn, who is still unconscious. She decides to seek out Luke's location, using information provided by BB-8 and the re-activated R2-D2. Rey, Chewbacca, and R2 travel in the Falcon to the oceanic planet of Ahch-To; upon finding Luke, Rey presents him with his lost lightsaber.
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Rey is featured in Star Wars: Before the Awakening[image: External link] (2015) by Greg Rucka[image: External link], an anthology book for young readers that focuses on the lives of Poe, Rey and Finn before the events of The Force Awakens.[23] Rey's Survival Guide (2015) by Jason Fry is a first-person account from Rey's perspective about herself and her home planet of Jakku.[24] Rey is also a point of view[image: External link] character in the 2015 novelization of The Force Awakens by Alan Dean Foster.[25]

The character of Rey appears in the video games Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link] and Lego Star Wars: The Force Awakens, both voiced by Ridley.[26]

Fans noticed a lack of tie-in toys featuring Rey.[27] Hasbro[image: External link] released a version of Monopoly[image: External link] based on The Force Awakens that excluded the Rey character. After receiving criticism, Hasbro stated that they did not include Rey to avoid revealing spoilers[image: External link], and would be including Rey in future toy releases.[28] Paul Southern, the head of Lucasfilm licensing, said that they wanted to protect the secrets that "the Force awakens in Rey" and that her character carries a lightsaber.[29] He said that demand for Rey products was underestimated.[30][31] Abrams said, "I will say that it seems preposterous and wrong that the main character of the movie is not well represented in what is clearly a huge piece of the Star Wars world in terms of merchandising."[7] Regarding Rey's relative absence in Star Wars merchandising, CBBC[image: External link] presenter and voice actor Christopher Johnson[image: External link] stated: "It still baffles me to this day that some toy manufacturers don't think that girls want to play with 'superhero' toys and that boys aren't interested in female characters."[32]
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 The Last Jedi (2017)




Rey is set to appear in Star Wars: The Last Jedi, the sequel of The Force Awakens, with Ridley reprising her role.[33] Lucasfilm stated that "Rey took her first steps into a larger world in Star Wars: The Force Awakens and will continue her epic journey with Finn, Poe, and Luke Skywalker" in the next film.
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Rey is introduced as a 19-year-old woman in The Force Awakens.[34] Rey is stubborn, headstrong, brave and maintains fierce loyalty to her friends. In comparison to Luke, Matthew Yglesias of Vox[image: External link] notes that "Rey is considerably less callow than Luke".[35][36]

Megan Garber of The Atlantic notes that Rey "proves herself to be, in extremely short order, extremely adept as a fighter".[37] Rey is highly Force-sensitive, which is revealed when she is presented with the lightsaber first owned by Anakin Skywalker, then his son Luke Skywalker.[38] Without training she is able to use advanced Force abilities and even defeat Kylo Ren in a duel, though he was already injured and using his power of the Dark side to fight being weakened by his pain.[39]

Adam Howard of MSNBC[image: External link] noted that "one of the most pleasant surprises of the film has been the strength of its lead female character", adding that some have likened Rey to a "new feminist icon".[40] Relatedly, Emily Rome of HitFix claimed that Rey is "everything we wanted in a Star Wars female character", praising her for being a character that is "independent, skilled, scrappy, tough, and doesn't need saving".[41] However, Rome went on to write "the speed with which Rey mastered Jedi mind tricks and lightsaber fighting with zero training is the stuff of fan fiction. Rey is geek feminist wish-fulfillment".[41] Tasha Robinson of The Verge[image: External link] noted that Rey "keeps falling into standard-issue damsel-in-distress[image: External link] situations, then capably rescuing herself".[42]
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The character and Ridley's performance have received critical acclaim. Joe Morgenstern of The Wall Street Journal proclaimed that Rey is "a woman warrior with the stylish ferocity of a kung-fu star", praising "the verve [Ridley] must have been born with plus the skill she must have acquired as a young actress coming up in England", later adding "It's hard to imagine what the movie—and the sequels to come—might have been if they'd cast the wrong person, but here Daisy Ridley is in all her unassuming glory, and all's right with the galaxy".[43] Richard Roeper described Ridley's portrayal of Rey as "a breakout performance", continuing by calling the character "tough and resourceful and smart and brave".[44] In a personal essay, Nicole Sperling of Entertainment Weekly wrote about her daughters feeling empowered after viewing the film, stating, "They never commented on how pretty Rey is. They never had to flinch because Rey was a sexual object to some man in power. They just felt strong. Equal".[45]

Some fans expressed opinions that Rey is too skilled, despite her inexperience during The Force Awakens, making her a "Mary Sue[image: External link]"-type character.[46] Robinson concedes, "let's face it, Rey is kind of a Mary Sue character". However, Robinson goes on to write "She's a fantasy wish-fulfillment character with outsized skills, an inhuman reaction time, and a clever answer to every question—but so are the other major Star Wars heroes".[42] Other outlets have argued that the term carries an inherent gender bias,[47] and that categorizing Rey as a "Mary Sue" holds her to a double standard as the male characters from the original trilogy did not face comparable criticism.[48] Caroline Framke of Vox[image: External link] wrote "While my kneejerk reaction to criticism of Rey was that it's absolutely in the wrong, I have to admit that questioning her merits isn't inherently misogynistic. The real problem is that there's an undeniable false equivalence at play".[47]

Rey's unique hairstyle attracted attention before and after The Force Awakens was released,[49] being compared to Leia's hairdo during the original trilogy with debate over whether it would become as popular.[50]

Ridley was nominated for a 2016 Saturn Award for Best Actress[image: External link] for her portrayal.[51]

The first Reel Women in Technology Award for a fictional character was awarded to the character Rey.[52]
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Finn (Star Wars)






Finn, designation number FN-2187, is a fictional character in the Star Wars franchise. He first appeared in the 2015 film Star Wars: The Force Awakens in which he is a stormtrooper for the First Order who flees and turns against it after being shocked by their cruelty in his first combat mission. He is played by British actor John Boyega, who will reprise the role in Star Wars: The Last Jedi.
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 Casting and creation




The idea for the character Finn came from Star Wars screenwriter Lawrence Kasdan. Colleague Michael Arndt, who had prepared an early draft of The Force Awakens, revealed:


And then we were struggling to figure out who the male lead was going to be. I remember we talked about pirates and merchant marines and all this stuff, and finally Larry [Kasdan] got pissed at all of us and he's just like, "You guys, you're not thinking big. What if he's a stormtrooper that ran away?[5]



For the roles of Finn and other new Star Wars characters for The Force Awakens, director J. J. Abrams intentionally looked for unknown actors, as he wanted audiences “to meet these characters [in the film] and not feel like it’s him from that thing, it’s her from that thing.”[6] Boyega, who had impressed Abrams in his debut role in British sci-fi film Attack the Block[image: External link] (2011), was invited to audition for the role of Finn,[7] a process which lasted seven months before he was finally cast.[8] Kathleen Kennedy, one of the producers of The Force Awakens, stated:


John Boyega was somebody we'd known of because of Attack the Block. And we'd been sort of putting him on the top of our list right from the beginning. But, then again, we went on a massive search just to see who was out there, and we kept coming back to realizing that John would be the perfect Finn.[9]



Finn's stormtrooper code name, FN-2187, is a reference to the number of the cell in which Princess Leia was detained in the original 1977 film Star Wars.[10] "Cell 2187," in turn, references Arthur Lipsett[image: External link]'s short film 21-87[image: External link], which reportedly inspired George Lucas to make the film THX 1138.

Abrams stated that it was intentional that Finn was given no last name in promotional materials for The Force Awakens, indicating that his full name and background would be revealed in future films. The film itself revealed "Finn" to be an adopted name.[11]
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 The Force Awakens (2015)




Finn is a First Order stormtrooper serving under Captain Phasma and Kylo Ren, his codename "FN-2187" beginning as the only name he knows for himself. He was taken from his family when very young and has spent his entire life training to serve as a soldier.

Participating in a mission to the planet Jakku to retrieve information about the location of Luke Skywalker, he is horrified when Ren orders him to massacre civilians, an order his team follows without question. Phasma and Ren both notice his inability to kill, and Phasma instructs him to report for reconditioning to better follow her orders. Wanting to flee the First Order, he gets the captured Resistance pilot Poe Dameron to help him escape by piloting a TIE Fighter[image: External link]. While piloting, Poe dubs FN-2187 "Finn", which the otherwise nameless stormtrooper embraces and decides to refer to himself. The TIE Fighter is shot down and crashes on Jakku, and Finn assumes Poe to be dead once the wreckage of the ship disappears into a sinkhole, unaware that Poe had already been thrown clear.

Poe's astromech droid[image: External link] BB-8, now in the care of the junk scavenger Rey, recognizes the jacket that Finn is wearing belongs to Poe. Rey assumes Finn to be a member of the Resistance after mentioning that BB-8 has a partially completed map leading to the Jedi Master Luke Skywalker. Finn goes along with her mistaken assumption, hoping that she will help him get BB-8 to the Resistance. The three of them escape the First Order on the Millennium Falcon with help from Han Solo and Chewbacca. Han takes them to his friend Maz Kanata on Takodana, who promises to take them to the Resistance. Finn decides to continue to flee the galactic conflict, but changes his mind when the First Order attacks the New Republic and Ren's forces find them and take Rey prisoner.

Finn flies to the Resistance base, where he discovers that Poe is still alive and meets General Leia Organa, C-3PO, and the hibernating R2-D2. Finn reveals some details about the First Order's superweapon, Starkiller Base[image: External link], and claims to be able to disable their shields. When he arrives on the planet with Han and Chewbacca, however, Finn reveals that he only worked in the base's sanitation section. Nevertheless, the team takes Phasma hostage and Finn forces her at gunpoint to disable the shields. This allows the Resistance to attack, led by Poe. They meet up with Rey, who has freed herself from captivity. Han confronts and is killed by Ren, but the remainder of the team continues on to escape. Ren confronts Finn and Rey in the woods, claiming that their fight is not over. Finn tries to fight Ren with Luke and Anakin Skywalker's old lightsaber, but Ren bests him in combat and seriously wounds him. Rey then takes the lightsaber and defeats Ren. Rey and Chewbacca escape Starkiller Base in the Millennium Falcon and bring Finn, still unconscious, to the Resistance base for medical care.


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Related works and merchandising




Finn is featured in Star Wars: Before the Awakening[image: External link] (2015) by Greg Rucka[image: External link], an anthology book for young readers that focuses on the lives of Poe, Rey and Finn before the events of The Force Awakens.[12] Finn is also a point of view[image: External link] character in the 2015 novelization of The Force Awakens by Alan Dean Foster.[13]

Finn is a playable character in Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link], voiced by Boyega.[14]
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 The Last Jedi (2017)




Finn is set to appear in Star Wars: The Last Jedi, with Boyega reprising his role.
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 Character




When asked about Finn's character traits, Boyega replied,


I think the element of having to step up to a bigger calling, when your circumstances don't particularly reflect that. Because I'm young, at the beginning of my life; you haven't really achieved much, and then you have to do that whole adulthood thing, get responsible, work and all of that stuff, no more mommy and daddy taking care of things. I feel like it's the same kind of journey that Finn has when he leaves the First Order. He leaves a curriculum, he leaves a system and embarks on his own journey.



He also noted that initially "most of his decisions are based on adrenaline. Like, 'Okay, you know what? I'm just going to get this blaster and run away.' "[15] Boyega further noted that "[n]ot only is the character in over his head and someone who is just dropped into an extraordinary circumstance, the scenes and the script prove that and it's not a problem that can just be erased."[16]
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 Reception




Finn received critical acclaim and Boyega was praised for his portrayal. Reviewer Jamie Graham wrote, "of the new triangle of characters, Boyega brings intensity and a surprisingly honed comic timing."[17] Reviewers also praised Finn's relationships with the other characters of the film.


The dynamic between Rey and Finn is something new for Star Wars, with her bright-eyed heroism complementing Boyega's roguish wit...Gone is the clunky dialogue of the prequels—instead, it's replaced by some seriously clever writing that often leads to nice little moments, many with Han and Finn.[18]



Drew McWeeny of HitFix notes, "Boyega has this great combination of self-interested fear and reluctant heroism that he plays beautifully, and he charts Finn's evolution as a person expertly here."[19] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone described the character as "bracingly comic and cunning".[20] Robbie Collin writes that Boyega has a "(very funny) half-brave, half-anxious, would-be-heroic schtick" and notes that despite being "brave, charming, and funny", Finn "only wants to be thought of as the daring freedom-fighter he's not quite sure he's cut out to be."[21] Some reviewers were less than positive, however. Ty Burr[image: External link] of The Boston Globe[image: External link] wrote that "Boyega's Finn is the new movie's one weak link, a character who vacillates between noble impulses and cowardice until our interest drops away. The performance is fine but it's just fine, with little of the iconic bite a Wagnerian cartoon like this needs."[22]

The character was also subject to racist[image: External link] reactions by some fans online, to which Boyega responded, "I'm not going to lose sleep over people." After the first trailer premiered, Boyega responded to critics with, "To whom it may concern ... Get used to it", and further commented that, "All the films I've done have had a secret commentary on stereotypical mentalities. It's about getting people to drop a prejudiced state of mind and realise, 'Oh shit we're just watching normal people.' "[23] In response to those who desired to boycott the film over their disagreements with the existence of a black stormtrooper, Boyega replied, "I'm proud of my heritage, and no man can take that away from me. I wasn't raised to fear people with a difference of opinion. They are merely victims of a disease in their mind."[24]

In 2016, Boyega was nominated for the Saturn Award for Best Actor for his portrayal of Finn.[25]
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21-87[image: External link], a short film that influenced George Lucas and is referenced in several of his films.
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Poe Dameron






This article is about the fictional character. For the comic book series, see Star Wars: Poe Dameron.

Poe Dameron is a fictional character in the Star Wars franchise. Introduced in the 2015 film Star Wars: The Force Awakens, he is portrayed by Oscar Isaac. Poe is an X-wing fighter pilot for the Resistance who inadvertently brings renegade stormtrooper Finn (John Boyega) and Jakku[image: External link] scavenger Rey (Daisy Ridley) into the fight against—and eventually a victory over—the sinister First Order. He is featured in The Force Awakens media and merchandising as well as an eponymous comic book series, and will appear in the film's forthcoming sequel, Star Wars: The Last Jedi. Isaac and the character have received positive reviews, with Poe being compared to the characterization of Han Solo (Harrison Ford) in the original Star Wars film trilogy[image: External link].
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During the development phase of The Force Awakens, the character was initially referred to as "John Doe[image: External link]" and was first intended to be a Jedi, and then a bounty hunter[image: External link] with a Wookiee sidekick.[1]
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 Portrayal




Isaac's casting in the film was first announced on April 29, 2014.[2] His character was first seen in the 88-second The Force Awakens teaser trailer released by Lucasfilm on November 28, 2014,[3][4] piloting an X-wing fighter.[5][6][7] The name Poe Dameron was revealed by Entertainment Weekly in a Lucasfilm-designed Topps-style trading card[image: External link] mockup[image: External link] in December 2014.[8][9] The character was one of those featured in a May 2015 Vanity Fair photo shoot by Annie Leibovitz.[10] He was named after The Force Awakens writer/director J. J. Abrams' assistant Morgan Dameron.[11]

The film has received praise for its diverse casting, including Isaac, who is Guatemalan-American.[12][13][14] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone wrote that "giving starring roles to a black man, a white woman and a Latino is ... quietly history making".[15] Targeted at Spanish-speaking viewers, an action-oriented Univision[image: External link] TV spot heavily featuring Poe included an introduction by Isaac in Spanish.[16] After an initial release of promotional character posters in November 2015,[17] a poster featuring Isaac's Poe was released the following month.[18]
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In The Force Awakens, Poe is a skilled X-wing fighter pilot for the Resistance.[10][19] The son of a rebel fighter pilot and a rebel commando, he is a commander in the Resistance’s Starfighter Corps and "one of Leia Organa's most-trusted operatives" who is headstrong and "can fly anything".[20] Isaac described Poe as "the best freaking pilot in the galaxy... He's been sent on a mission by a certain princess, and he ends up coming up across [Finn], and their fates are forever intertwined."[19]

Natalie Zutter and Chris Lough of Tor.com[image: External link] wrote, "Poe is that rare creature who knows exactly what he wants to do with his life."[21] Isaac said of the character, "Poe’s the kind of guy you want in the trenches with you. He’s straightforward, he’s honest, he's incredibly loyal and he’s got some swagger to him."[22] Katy Waldman wrote for Slate[image: External link], "This is Poe Dameron, star pilot, heartthrob, wiseass, ace leather jacket–bestower, Finn’s OTP[image: External link]. When he grins up at [Kylo Ren], all rakish charm and derring-do, we know the movie will be OK."[23] Comic book writer Charles Soule[image: External link], creator of the 2015 Marvel Comics series Star Wars: Poe Dameron, said of the character, "I think it's his charisma that really defines him, for me. Poe Dameron is one charming fellow. We've seen great pilots before, and great warriors, but his ability to lead and inspire feels pretty fresh to me, as is his somewhat snappy roguishness."[24]
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 The Force Awakens (2015)




Poe Dameron is the decorated star pilot of General Leia Organa's Resistance fleet,[20] and the robot BB-8 is his astromech droid[image: External link].[25] He is sent by Leia on a mission to the planet Jakku[image: External link] to retrieve part of a map that will lead to the location of her brother, Luke Skywalker. Before Poe can leave with the map, the First Order attacks and he is captured. The pilot has entrusted the map to BB-8, who flees into the desert as Kylo Ren tortures Poe in search of the map.[22] Poe is saved by the renegade stormtrooper Finn, and they escape in a TIE fighter. They crash on Jakku; Finn is ejected from the ship and Poe is presumed dead as the destroyed craft is sucked under the sand. Poe later reappears, having also been thrown from the crash, now leading a squadron of X-wing pilots in an assault on the First Order at Maz Kanata's castle. He later leads his squadron to attack the First Order's Starkiller Base[image: External link], and personally fires the shots that cause the planet-destroying weapon to explode.

Isaac told GQ[image: External link] in December 2015 that when he was offered the role, Abrams told him that Poe would die in the film. When Isaac later accepted, Abrams said he had changed his mind: "I’ve figured it out. You’re in the whole movie now."[26] Funny lines, like those during Poe's interrogation by Kylo Ren, were added in reshoots, and some were improvised by Isaac.[27]

The 2015 novelization of The Force Awakens by Alan Dean Foster explains that Poe regains consciousness and is able to crash land the TIE fighter in the desert.[28] Thrown from the wreckage, he comes upon the Blarina[image: External link] scavenger Naka Iit.[28] Poe helps Naka outrun a team of pirates, and in turn Naka helps Poe get to Blowback Town.[28]
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 Related works and merchandising




Poe also appears in the Journey to Star Wars: The Force Awakens line of novels and comic books, introduced in conjunction with The Force Awakens to connect the film with previous installments.[29] He is first mentioned in the young adult novel Moving Target: A Princess Leia Adventure[image: External link] (2015) by Cecil Castellucci[image: External link] and Jason Fry, set between The Empire Strikes Back (1980) and Return of the Jedi (1983).[30] Yavin 4[image: External link], the moon on which the Rebel base was located in the 1977 film Star Wars, was established as Poe's homeworld in the comic series Star Wars: Shattered Empire[image: External link] (2015) after the Guatemalan-born Isaac learned that the shooting location for Yavin 4 had been Tikal[image: External link], Guatemala.[31] The Shattered Empire series features Poe's parents, members of the Rebel Alliance: his mother is Shara Bey, an A-wing[image: External link] pilot who adventures with Leia, and his father is Kes Dameron, part of a special ground force known as the Pathfinders who are led by Han Solo.[22][30][32] Poe is featured in Star Wars: Before the Awakening[image: External link] (2015) by Greg Rucka[image: External link], an anthology book for young readers about the lives of Poe, Rey and Finn before the events of The Force Awakens.[33] Poe is also a point of view[image: External link] character in the 2015 novelization of The Force Awakens by Alan Dean Foster.[34] A Marvel comic book series titled Star Wars: Poe Dameron, written by Charles Soule[image: External link] and illustrated by Phil Noto[image: External link], began publication in April 2016. The events of the series take place shortly before The Force Awakens.[35][36][37]

Poe is a playable character in the 2015 Force Awakens add-on to the Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link] video game, with an Infinity character figurine available separately.[38][39][40][41] Hasbro[image: External link] has released a 3.75 inch Poe Dameron action figure,[42][43] and a 6 inch figure in their Black Series line.[44] Funko[image: External link] has produced three Poe Dameron figures as part of their POP! Television line of 4.5 inch vinyl figures in the Japanese super deformed[image: External link] style. The first features the character in his flight suit, helmet, and goggles;[45][46] the second is a Hot Topic[image: External link]-exclusive version in Poe's leather jacket look from the beginning of the film;[47][48] and a third is an f.y.e.[image: External link]-exclusive version in an orange First Order "prisoner suit" and facial cut.[47][48] Poe and BB-8 are featured in a Lego Star Wars playset called Poe's X-wing Fighter,[49][50] and Poe is available as a Lego Buildable Figure.[51] The Lego versions of Poe and BB-8 also appear in the 2016 short form animated series Lego Star Wars: The Resistance Rises,[52][53][54][55] voiced by Lex Lang[image: External link],[56][57] and the short Poe Dameron vs the First Order Snowspeeder.[58] Hasbro is also releasing a Star Wars Black Series Poe Dameron Electronic Helmet in 2017.[59]
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 The Last Jedi (2017)




On March 20, 2015, Isaac said that he will appear in The Last Jedi, the forthcoming sequel to The Force Awakens.[60] Producer Kathleen Kennedy confirmed in December 2015 that Isaac would reprise his role of Poe in the next installment.[61]

Isaac told Rolling Stone in May 2016, "In the new film, there's a lot more to do. What happens now is the heroes get tested. [Poe, Rey, and Finn] get tested immensely."[27] He called The Last Jedi "the dark second chapter, but not really dark."[27]
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 Reception




Michael Phillips of the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] wrote, "Oscar Isaac is a primary asset as Poe Dameron ... Like Ford's Han Solo in the original three, he's the guy you want on your team, the one who doesn't take any guff".[62] Robbie Collin of The Telegraph called Poe "a dashing, dry-humoured swashbuckler—in short, he’s like Han Solo was 40 years ago".[63] Todd McCarthy of The Hollywood Reporter described the "hotshot" pilot as "a man very much in the Solo mold",[64] and Manohla Dargis of The New York Times wrote that Poe "suggests a next-generation Han".[65] Richard Roeper of the Chicago Sun-Times noted that "Isaac has more than a bit of Han Solo swagger",[66] and Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post said that "Isaac brings just the right amount of cocksure street smarts to his role".[67] Brian Hiatt of Rolling Stone wrote that Poe's "loose, jazzy dialogue was the first, highly welcome clue that these new films would be more human in tone than George Lucas' prequels."[27] The Telegraph also listed Poe's scenes as one of their "14 things Star Wars fans will love about The Force Awakens", writing that they "spark and fizz with energy" and that "while Han Solo will always hold the number one spot, Oscar Isaac’s Poe Dameron is definitely a serious contender for the title of Second Coolest Man in the Galaxy".[68] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone wrote that "Isaac oozes flyboy charm".[15] Alex Brown of Tor.com[image: External link] called Poe "the greatest addition to Star Wars canon since Mara Jade[image: External link]", a popular character from the Star Wars expanded universe.[36]

Both Joanna Robinson of Vanity Fair and Scott Mendelson of Forbes noted the chemistry between Poe and Finn (John Boyega),[69][70] with Brian Truitt of USA Today calling the relationship a " bromance[image: External link]".[35][71] Their scenes in the film, and Isaac's own comments during an interview with Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link] have sparked fan and journalistic speculation that Poe could be gay, or developed as such in future films.[69][70][71][72][73][74][75] Several media outlets reported the wave of fan fiction[image: External link], fan art[image: External link] and memes[image: External link] created by fan " shippers[image: External link]", or those with a desire to see Poe and Finn in a romantic relationship.[69][71][73][74][75] Commenting on Isaac's camaraderie with his The Force Awakens cast members, Joanna Robinson of Vanity Fair wrote that "the most important bond Isaac established was with John Boyega. Theirs is a flirtation that launched a thousand pieces of fan fiction."[69]
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Luke Skywalker






This article is about the Star Wars character Luke Skywalker. For rapper Luke Skyywalker, see Luther Campbell[image: External link].

Luke Skywalker is a fictional character[image: External link] and the main protagonist of the original film trilogy[image: External link] of the Star Wars franchise created by George Lucas. The character, portrayed by Mark Hamill[image: External link], is an important figure in the Rebel Alliance's struggle against the Galactic Empire. He is the twin brother of Rebellion leader Princess Leia Organa of Alderaan, a friend and brother-in-law of smuggler Han Solo, an apprentice to Jedi Masters Obi-Wan "Ben" Kenobi and Yoda, the son of fallen Jedi Anakin Skywalker (Darth Vader) and Queen of Naboo[image: External link]/Republic Senator Padmé Amidala[image: External link] and maternal uncle of Kylo Ren / Ben Solo. The now non-canon Star Wars expanded universe depicts him as a powerful Jedi Master, husband of Mara Jade[image: External link], the father of Ben Skywalker[image: External link] and maternal uncle of Jaina[image: External link], Jacen[image: External link] and Anakin Solo[image: External link].

In 2015, the character was selected by Empire[image: External link] magazine as the 50th greatest movie character of all time.[2] On their list of the 100 Greatest Fictional Characters, Fandomania.com ranked the character at number 14.[3]





TOP
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 Concept and creation




Luke Skywalker was initially called "Anakin Starkiller", and went through multiple design changes. The character was at one point designed as a 60-year-old grizzled war hero, later as a Jedi Master, and as a woman.[4] The last name "Starkiller" remained for the first few months of production,[5][6] Hamill on-camera using the name 'Luke Starkiller" the sole time he referred to himself during filming.[7] "Starkiller" was dropped due to what Lucas called "unpleasant connotations".[8]

After Hamill was involved in a car accident, the Wampa attack at the beginning of The Empire Strikes Back was written in to explain his facial injuries.[9][10] An alternative ending pitched by George Lucas for Return of the Jedi was Luke assuming his father's role as Darth Vader after the latter's death and intending to rule in his place. Though Lawrence Kasdan favored the idea, Lucas ultimately declined, since the films were made for children.[11] Another conclusion to the film featured the character disappearing into the wilderness akin to "Clint Eastwood[image: External link] in the spaghetti westerns".[12]

During the filming of the original Star Wars trilogy, George Lucas informed Hamill that he would be needed to reprise the role when he was middle aged. Lucas further explained that his role as Luke would be handing "Excalibur to the next generation". Hamill had no reaction at the time, as he thought of making Star Wars films decades in the future as an abstract concept. Hamill learned of the sequel trilogy over the summer of 2012 at a Star Wars celebration during lunch where Lucas told him one was in development. Hamill recalled shaving his beard to portray The Trickster[image: External link] in The Flash[image: External link], then letting it grow back for the filming of his scenes.[13]

Luke's lack of screen time in The Force Awakens was due to concerns by screenwriter Michael Arndt that his presence would mean the audience would have less interest in protagonist Rey, leading to an agreement that he be removed from the plot and instead become a plot device[image: External link].[14][15] Hamill attended meetings for script readings, and helped conceal Luke's role in the film; instead of dialogue, he read stage directions. Abrams said it allowed him to remain involved and that his reading helped make a "better experience for everyone."[16]
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 Prequel trilogy




In the prequel film, Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith, Luke is born to Senator Padmé Amidala along with his twin sister, Leia. Following Padmé's death on Polis Massa and his father's turn to the dark side of the Force, Luke is taken by Obi-Wan Kenobi to Tatooine, where Luke is adopted by his father's stepbrother, Owen Lars, and Owen's wife, Beru Whitesun.
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 Original trilogy




Introduced in the 1977 film Star Wars, the character represents the hero archetype[image: External link] of "the young man, called to adventure, the hero going out facing the trials and ordeals, and coming back after his victory with a boon for the community".[17][18][19]

Luke Skywalker lives on a moisture farm[image: External link] on Tatooine[image: External link] with his Uncle Owen[image: External link] and Aunt Beru[image: External link]. Luke takes his first steps toward his destiny[image: External link] when he buys the droids C-3PO and R2-D2. When R2-D2 goes missing, Luke goes out to find him and encounters Obi-Wan Kenobi, an old hermit. Luke discovers that R2-D2 contains a message for Obi-Wan from Princess Leia Organa of Alderaan beseeching him to help her defeat the Galactic Empire. Obi-Wan says that he and Luke's father were once Jedi Knights, and that his father was murdered by a traitorous Jedi named Darth Vader. Obi-Wan presents Luke with his father's lightsaber and offers to take him to Alderaan and train him in the ways of the Force[image: External link], but Luke rejects his offer.

Luke changes his mind when he returns home to find that Imperial stormtroopers[image: External link] have killed his aunt and uncle. He and Obi-Wan then obtain passage with smugglers Han Solo and Chewbacca on the Millennium Falcon, to Alderaan only to find that it has been destroyed by the Death Star, the ship is lured to the Death Star via a tractor beam and whilst evading the Imperial troops they rescue Princess Leia. Obi-Wan deactivates the tractor beam and he later sacrifices his life in a duel with Vader so that Luke and his friends can board the Falcon and escape.

During the film's climactic battle scene[image: External link], Luke joins the Rebel Alliance in attacking the Death Star. In the trench leading to the Death Star's exhaust port, Luke hears Obi-Wan's voice telling him to "trust his feelings"; he takes Obi-Wan's advice and switches off his X-wing[image: External link]'s missile guidance system, instead using the Force to guide the missiles and destroy the Death Star.[20]

In The Empire Strikes Back, set three years after the first film, Luke is now a lieutenant commander in the Rebel Alliance. While on a mission on the ice planet Hoth[image: External link], he is nearly killed by a Wampa[image: External link], but manages to escape. In the frozen wasteland, he sees Obi-Wan's spirit telling him to travel to the planet Dagobah[image: External link] and complete his training with the Jedi Master Yoda, before he is rescued by Han. When the Empire discovers the Rebel base on Hoth, Luke leads his squadron to cover the evacuation. Escaping Hoth in his X-wing, he travels to Dagobah and meets Yoda. He undergoes rigorous Jedi training, quickly increasing his power in the Force.

During his training, Luke sees a vision of his friends in danger. Against both Obi-Wan and Yoda's advice, he travels to Cloud City[image: External link] to save them, only to be lured into a lightsaber duel with Darth Vader. As his mentors warned, Luke proves to be no match for Vader; the Sith Lord overpowers Luke and severs his right hand. Vader then reveals that he is Luke's father and offers him the chance to turn to the dark side of the Force[image: External link], and rule the galaxy at his side. Horrified, Luke throws himself into a deep reactor chasm. He survives, but is sucked into a garbage chute to the underside of Cloud City and left hanging onto a weather vane. Leia, flying away from Cloud City in the Millennium Falcon, senses Luke's peril and turns the ship around to save him. Aboard the ship, he hears Vader telepathically[image: External link] telling him that it is his destiny to join the dark side.[21] Luke's missing hand is replaced with a bio-mechanical[image: External link] one.

One year later in Return of the Jedi, Luke is now a Jedi Knight and has constructed his own lightsaber. He helps Leia, the droids and Lando Calrissian[image: External link] save Han from gangster Jabba the Hutt[image: External link]. Luke offers to negotiate with Jabba, but instead is forced to fight Jabba's fearsome Rancor[image: External link]. When Luke kills the monster, he is sentenced to death in the Sarlacc Pit[image: External link]. Luke escapes with R2-D2's help, saving his friends and destroying Jabba's barge[image: External link].

During his return trip to Dagobah, Luke learns from a dying Yoda that Vader is his father. Luke then learns from Obi-Wan's spirit that he has a twin sister, whom he immediately realises is Leia. Obi-Wan tells Luke that he must face Vader again in order to save the galaxy.

Arriving on Endor[image: External link] as part of a Rebel commando squad, Luke surrenders to Vader in an attempt to bring his father back from the dark side of the Force. Vader brings Luke to the second Death Star orbiting around Endor. Emperor Palpatine[image: External link] tries to goad him into giving into his anger and striking him down. Luke momentarily lashes out with his lightsaber, but Vader blocks his strike, and father and son battle each other again in a final duel. Luke keeps his emotions under control until Vader senses that Luke has a sister, and threatens to turn her to the dark side if Luke will not submit. Enraged, Luke viciously attacks Vader, defeating him whilst severing his father's mechanical right hand. The Emperor orders Luke to kill Vader and take his place. Luke glances at his own bionic hand and realises he is on the verge of suffering his father's fate. He throws his lightsaber aside, declaring his allegiance to the Jedi.

Furious, the Emperor tortures Luke with Force lightning[image: External link]. In agony, Luke calls out to his father for help; unwilling to let his son die, Vader grabs his former master and throws him down a reactor shaft to his death, Vader is mortally wounded by the Emperor's lightning in the process. As Rebel fighters race toward the Death Star's main reactor, Luke removes Vader's mask and looks upon his father's face for the first time. The redeemed Anakin Skywalker assures Luke that there was good in him after all, and dies. On Endor, Luke burns his father's body on a funeral pyre[image: External link]. During the Rebel's victory celebrations on Endor, Luke sees his father's spirit alongside those of Obi-Wan and Yoda.[22]
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 Sequel trilogy




In the first installment of the sequel trilogy, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, it is revealed during the opening crawl that Luke Skywalker had mysteriously vanished some time in the 30 years following the events of Return of the Jedi. It is also revealed that he went into hiding after his nephew and apprentice, Ben Solo, turned to the dark side during training and became Kylo Ren, killing all of his fellow apprentices and ushering in the despotic reign of the First Order. Feeling responsible, Luke disappeared. Those who knew him best believed he left to find "the first Jedi temple". At the end of the film, the Resistance manage to reconstruct a map which traces the location of the Temple from the Empire's archives to his location, and he is subsequently found by the film's protagonist, Rey, who presents him with the lightsaber[image: External link] previously wielded by both Luke and his father.

In November 2015, the month before The Force Awakens was released, Hamill confirmed his involvement in Star Wars: The Last Jedi. He will have a larger role than in the previous film.[23]
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 Animated Series




At the end of the Star Wars Rebels episode Twin Suns, Luke Skywalker appears as seen from afar by Obi-Wan Kenobi.[24]
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 Novels




Star Wars: Heir to the Jedi[image: External link] was announced as one of the first four canon novels to be released in 2014 and 2015.[25] Set between A New Hope and The Empire Strikes Back, Heir to the Jedi chronicles the adventures of a young Luke.[26] The novel is written from the first person perspective[image: External link] of Luke, and is only the second Star Wars novel to attempt this type of narrative voice (the first being Michael A. Stackpole[image: External link]'s 1997 Star Wars Legends[image: External link] novel, I, Jedi[image: External link]).[26]
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 Legends




In April 2014, most of the licensed Star Wars novels and comics produced since the originating 1977 film Star Wars were rebranded by Lucasfilm as Star Wars Legends and declared non-canon to the franchise.[27][28][25] The Legends branded novels, comic books and video games detail Luke's exploits following Return of the Jedi.
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 Novels




In the novel The Truce at Bakura[image: External link], set one day after the battle of Endor, Luke and his friend Wedge Antilles recover a message droid from the titular planet, which was being invaded by the Ssi-Ruuk[image: External link]. Luke commands a task force, turning back the enemy army. He also meets Dev Sibwarra, a Force-sensitive human who had been captured by the Ssi-Ruuk, who is killed in the battle after turning against his captors.

In the novel The Courtship of Princess Leia[image: External link], set four years after the Battle of Endor, Luke travels to the planet Dathomir[image: External link]. There, he discovers a group of Force-sensitive witches called the Witches of Dathomir[image: External link], banded into two separate groups: a collective of benign, matriarchal clans; the one he is in contact with being the Singing Mountain Clan, and the witches who have turned to the dark side, called the Nightsisters. Discovering a prophecy[image: External link] in which it was told a Jedi would change the way of life on the land, Luke eventually realizes truly what the Force is for the first time in his life. While there, he destroys most of the Nightsisters (including their powerful leader, Gethzirion, and the galaxy's most powerful remaining warlord, Warlord Zsinj). Thanks to the help of the prophecy and witches, Luke recovers old Jedi records left by Yoda about 400 years prior. He decides to start a new Jedi Academy[image: External link], something he has been trying to do for six months before the start of the novel by finding old Jedi records and archives.

In The Thrawn Trilogy[image: External link], Luke meets former Emperor's Hand[image: External link] Mara Jade[image: External link], who is bound by Palpatine's disembodied voice that repeatedly commands "You will kill Luke Skywalker". Mara Jade is working with her boss, a fringe-of-the-galaxy smuggler named Talon Karrde[image: External link], who also plays a crucial role in this era. Although she was ready to fulfill that order to stop the voice, circumstances force her to keep him alive long enough to have him help escape a mutual danger. Despite her threats, Luke learns of Mara's curse and vows to free her from it. Meanwhile, the rest of the New Republic is fighting against Grand Admiral Thrawn[image: External link], and thanks to Leia's help, he is eventually defeated, although Luke tried several times to get near him and his ally, Joruus C'baoth. Eventually, the desperate pair fights against Luke's clone, Luuke Skywalker, the apprentice of Joruus C'Baoth[image: External link].

During the fight, Mara Jade destroys the clone and, with Leia's help, destroys C'baoth. This entire time, C'baoth has been obsessed with "molding" Luke and Mara to serve him, perhaps due to the fact that the Spaarti cloning cylinders he was made from have a reputation of turning people insane later in life. Nonetheless, C'baoth is defeated along with Luuke, and Mara's sacrifice silences her curse and completes her reconciliation with the Jedi, whom she later joins.[29]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Jedi Academy trilogy




In the Jedi Academy trilogy[image: External link], Luke resigns his commission in the New Republic's starfighter corps to pursue his Jedi studies and rebuild the Jedi Order in the Massassi Temple[image: External link] on Yavin 4, a decision some anti-Jedi politicians use against him. Luke becomes the New Jedi Order's leader. His students in the ways of the Force include; Gantoris, Kam Solusar, Tionne, Streen, Cilghal, Kirana Ti and others. He is forced to contend with the spirit of ancient Sith Lord Exar Kun, who lures one of his most powerful students, Kyp adurron, to the dark side.

An older and wiser Luke Skywalker also appears in the Jedi Knight II: Jedi Outcast[image: External link] and Jedi Knight: Jedi Academy[image: External link] video games at the rank of Jedi Master. In Jedi Outcast, Luke helps Kyle Katarn in his fight against Desann[image: External link] and Empire Reborn by driving off Desann and his Reborn forces from Valley of the Jedi.
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 Hand of Thrawn




In the Hand of Thrawn Duology[image: External link], Luke, now a Jedi Master, works again with Mara Jade, who has learned to better her Force knowledge since her training at Luke's Jedi Academy. He falls in love with her and they eventually marry. Later, in Edge of Victory: Rebirth[image: External link], they have a son whom they name Ben[image: External link] after Obi-Wan Kenobi's pseudonym[image: External link] Ben.
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 New Jedi Order and The Yuuzhan Vong Invasion




In the New Jedi Order[image: External link] series, Luke creates a New Jedi Council[image: External link]. He idealises a new conclave, made up of Jedi, politicians and military officers. Included in this new Jedi Order are Tresina Lobi, Kenth Hammer, Kyle Katarn[image: External link], Kyp Durron[image: External link], Cilghal, Saba Sebatynee and himself. From the politicians and military came new Chief of State Cal Omas[image: External link], Admiral Sienn Sovv (Sullustan male) and four others.

In Force Heretic: Remnant[image: External link], he spearheads the mission into the Unknown Regions during the Yuuzhan Vong[image: External link] invasion to find the mysterious planet of Zonama Sekot[image: External link], a planet that creates living starships. After the invasion is defeated with the help of the new Mandalorian[image: External link] Warriors, a Sekotian fleet and a Galactic Alliance-Imperial Remnant fleet, Luke leads the New Jedi Order on Denon, the temporary capital of the Galactic Alliance and the site of the newly rebuilt Jedi Temple[image: External link] on Coruscant[image: External link].

In The Swarm War[image: External link], the New Jedi Order moves to Ossus, the site of former famous Jedi temples and libraries that were mostly destroyed 4,000 years prior. Upon the Killik's invasion of Chiss space and the transformation of most of the Myrkr mission survivors into Killik Joiners, Luke determines that the Killik's collective mind is being unconsciously controlled by a hive called the Dark Nest. The Dark Nest is controlled by a former Nightsister named Lomi Plo[image: External link], who became their Unseen Queen with her ability to become invisible by exploiting the doubts of inferiors. One of the Myrkr mission survivors, Alema Rar, attempted to plant seeds of doubt in Luke's mind by suggesting that his wife, Mara, may be somehow responsible for the death of his mother, Padmé Amidala, which he almost believes because of Mara's previous involvement as the Emperor's Hand.

This allows Lomi to escape from Luke. Luke discovers recordings of his father Force-choking[image: External link] his mother on Mustafar[image: External link], his own birth, and his mother's death hidden inside the protective memory archives of R2-D2. Because of this, he is able to overcome his doubts about Mara and defeat Lomi Plo in the final battle of the Swarm War, cutting her into four pieces. Luke also withdraws the Jedi from Cal Omas' Advisory Council, as he plans to create a New Jedi Council that will give aid to the Galactic Alliance when needed. He also becomes the Grand Master of the New Jedi Order to give the Jedi a clear sense of direction. He has told the Jedi to either follow his leadership or make the order their priority, or leave. Jedi Danni Quee and Tenel Ka have resigned because of their duties to Zonoma Sekot and Hapes[image: External link], respectively, while Corran Horn tries to resign, but Luke talks him out of it. Luke is also forced to exile Tahiri, Lowbacca[image: External link], and Tesar Sebatayne to Dagobah for divulging secret information to people outside the New Jedi Order.
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 Legacy of the Force




In the Legacy of the Force[image: External link] series, Luke begins having visions of a figure cloaked in darkness destroying the galaxy and the Jedi Decree. In his dreams, this figure's presence is much like that of Darth Vader. Luke has been troubled by the fact that he has been unable to discern the identity of this figure. Complicating matters even more is the recent schism that has developed between Luke and his nephew, Jacen Solo[image: External link]. Already a tremendously powerful Jedi Knight, Jacen has begun adopting radical and extreme interpretations of the Force, causing a dramatic change in his personality. Luke fears that Jacen is pursuing the same path that ultimately led to Anakin Skywalker's fall to the dark side.

In Bloodlines[image: External link], the situation worsens when Luke's son, Ben[image: External link], becomes Jacen's apprentice. Luke must also battle his wife, who refuses to confront Jacen for fear of alienating Ben. In Tempest[image: External link], Luke determines that the dark figure from his dreams is Lumiya[image: External link], a former Emperor's Hand now known as the "Dark Lady of the Sith". Luke and Lumiya had fought several times over the years, but when Mara is murdered in Sacrifice[image: External link], Lumiya deceives Luke into believing that she killed her. They battle again, and Luke saves a weaponless Lumiya from falling to her death simply so that he can kill her himself.

Luke returns to Coruscant where he is found by Ben, standing guard over Mara's body; upon speaking with his son, he realizes that Lumiya could not have killed her. Later in his private cabin, Luke breaks down over the death of his wife, knowing that her murderer is still at large. He does not realize that the killer is his own nephew, Jacen, who has now taken the Sith name[image: External link] Darth Caedus. In Revelation[image: External link], Ben proves that Jacen killed Mara, but Luke is now reluctant to kill Jacen out of fear that he or his son will fall to the dark side in the process. (The decision is taken out of his hands in Invincible[image: External link], when Jaina kills Jacen in a final lightsaber duel).
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 Fate of the Jedi




In this series of original novels, set about 40 years after the first film, Luke Skywalker, now in his early sixties, is deposed by the government from his position as Grand Master, and exiled from Coruscant[image: External link]. However, if he finds the reason of why Jacen Solo fell to the dark side, he can be allowed to return. Ben insists on coming with him. Together, father and son explore dangerous and little-known portions of the galaxy. Luke and Ben learn much about each other, about the Force, and about the great dangers threatening the Jedi. The great love the two surviving Skywalkers have for each other grows even greater as they repeatedly save each other's lives and explore the limits and powers and mysteries of the Force.
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 Legacy




In the comic book series Star Wars: Legacy[image: External link], set 133 years after Return of the Jedi, Luke appears as a Force ghost to his descendant Cade Skywalker[image: External link], who has renounced his connection to the Force. Luke appeals to Cade to accept his Jedi lineage and fulfill his destiny to defeat the Sith, who by now have once again decimated the Jedi and taken over the galaxy.
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 Comic books




Luke Skywalker appears in the Marvel-published Star Wars comics adaptations of the original trilogy, as well as an ongoing series that ran from 1977–86. When Dark Horse[image: External link] acquired the license two years later, he appeared in numerous projects based on the franchise as well. His most recent comic book appearance is in Star Wars: Legacy[image: External link], set 125 years after the events of the original films. Luke appears as a spirit in the Force to his descendant Cade Skywalker[image: External link] and persuades him to once again become a Jedi and defeat the evil Darth Krayt[image: External link] and his burgeoning Sith empire.
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 Video games




Luke appears in the Disney[image: External link] LucasFilm[image: External link] video game Star Wars Commander[image: External link]. Luke is also a playable character in Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link] and Star Wars Battlefront[image: External link] and the game Star Wars: The Force Unleashed[image: External link] in a DLC. Luke can be played as a character in all the Lego Star Wars video games.
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 Reception




In 2015, Luke Skywalker was selected by Empire[image: External link] magazine as the 50th-greatest movie character of all time.[2] Luke was also on the ballot for the American Film Institute's 100 Years...100 Heroes and Villains[image: External link].[30] On their list of the 100 Greatest Fictional Characters, Fandomania.com ranked Luke at number 14.[3] IGN[image: External link] listed Luke as their 4th top Star Wars character,[31] and he was chosen twice by IGN's readers as one of their favorite Star Wars characters.[32][33] IGN's Jesse Schedeen also picked Luke Skywalker as one of the characters they most wanted to appear on the Wii[image: External link],[34] as well as listing Skywalker as one of their favorite Star Wars heroes.[35] Schedeen also listed the character as one of the Star Wars characters they wanted to see in Soulcalibur[image: External link].[36] IGN also called the fight between Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader in Return of the Jedi one of the ultimate movie "boss battles".[37] In a feature on speeches made by Luke Skywalker, IGN's Todd Gilchrist said that his favorite speech made by Luke was "I am a Jedi, like my father before me".[38]

UGO Networks[image: External link] listed Luke as one of their best heroes of all time,[39] and he was voted as one of the coolest Star Wars characters by UGO's readers.[40] Inventor Dean Kamen[image: External link] has also code-named his new prosthetic arm system "Luke" in honor of the character.[41]
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 Sexual orientation




Asked by fans if Luke could be gay, Hamill said in 2016 that the character's sexual orientation "is meant to be interpreted by the viewer". He added, “if you think Luke is gay, of course he is. You should not be ashamed of it. Judge Luke by his character, not by who he loves."[42]
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Main article: Skywalker family[image: External link]
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Rebel Alliance






The Alliance to Restore the Republic (also known as the Rebel Alliance or the Rebellion) is an interstellar pro-democratic republic revolutionary[image: External link] faction in the fictional universe[image: External link] of Star Wars.

As a direct reactionary[image: External link] to the formation of the Galactic Empire, the Alliance insurgency[image: External link] conducted covert operations[image: External link] on Imperial garrison-worlds and guerrilla warfare[image: External link] against the Imperial Fleet throughout the Star Wars galaxy[image: External link]. Their goal was to seize the Alliance forces. The Rebel Alliance was first featured as the main protagonist-faction in the 1977 film Star Wars, The Empire Strikes Back (1980) and Return of the Jedi (1983). The faction's origins were alluded to in Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith (2005), and their early activities are featured in the Disney XD[image: External link] television series Star Wars Rebels and the 2016 anthology film Rogue One. With the advent of the First Order decades later, an army backed by the New Republic called the Resistance is formed to counter their progress, including members of the old Alliance among their ranks.
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The origins of the Alliance to Restore the Republic are told during the events of Revenge of the Sith. It is explained that the Delegation of 2000 is a group of Senators who are disgruntled about the already unjustified extraordinary powers of Supreme Chancellor Palpatine[image: External link], as the Clone Wars were waning. The group included Bail Organa[image: External link], Padmé Amidala[image: External link], and Mon Mothma[image: External link], amongst others. At the time, Amidala was the most famous and prominent of the group, and was thus their spokesperson. She realized that this made her a target and later advised the others to go quiet in their dissent and exclude her from any future proceedings. The young senator died in premature childbirth not long after her last-ditch attempt to prevent Anakin Skywalker[image: External link]'s fall.
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 Declaration of Rebellion




Main article: Galactic Civil War


The TV series Star Wars Rebels, set five years before A New Hope and fourteen years after the fall of the Galactic Republic and the Jedi Order in Revenge of the Sith, begins with the rebellion against the Galactic Empire. The show focuses on a motley group of rebels (all of whom have been affected by the Empire in one form or another) that band together aboard a freighter starship called Ghost. By the end of the first season, it is revealed that there are various cells that are resisting the Empire. Senator Bail Organa[image: External link] of Alderaan and former Jedi Ahsoka Tano[image: External link] both play a pivotal role in coordinating them. Near the end of the third season, one of the Alliance founders, Mon Mothma, calls out to the various Rebel cells to unite into the future Alliance, and many Rebel ships arrive at a rendezvous point above Dantooine to unite and form the Alliance to Restore the Republic.

During the events of Rogue One and the original Star Wars, the Alliance learns of the construction of the Death Star, an enormous battle station intended to secure the Empire's power. With the help of the Rogue One squad led by Jyn Erso[image: External link] and Cassian Andor[image: External link], the Rebels successfully steal the schematics of the station and win its first major battle against the Empire on Scarif. After successfully downloading the Death Star plans, Alderaanian soldiers aboard a Mon Calamari flagship barely manage to escape Imperial forces with the stolen data plans. Right after the battle, the Tantive IV, an Alderaanian cruiser carrying Princess Leia Organa[image: External link] is captured by the Imperial fleet while attempting to deliver the Death Star Plans to Bail Organa[image: External link] on Alderaan. All members of the Alderaanian Consular Security onboard are either killed or taken prisoner and Princess Leia Organa is held hostage for a time by Darth Vader. In order to punish both her and her home planet's central involvement in the Rebel Alliance, Leia is forced to witness Alderaan's destruction by the Death Star. The Princess is subsequently rescued by Luke Skywalker, Han Solo, Chewbacca, and Obi-Wan Kenobi, who then deliver the station schematics to the Alliance. This leads directly to the Alliance's victory in the Battle of Yavin and the loyalty of Luke Skywalker: the Rebellion's only remaining member with training in the Force[image: External link].

In The Empire Strikes Back, the Alliance suffers a crushing defeat on Hoth[image: External link] when one of their main command centers, Echo Base[image: External link], is overrun by the Empire's 501st Legion[image: External link]. The remaining forces of the Rebellion are forced to stay mobile, using Admiral Ackbar's flagship, Home One[image: External link], as their headquarters.

By Return of the Jedi, the Rebel Alliance has regrouped and learned that a new Death Star is being constructed, and will be completed under Emperor Palpatine's personal supervision. Mon Mothma has Admiral Ackbar and Lando Calrissian[image: External link] command the Alliance fleet and dispatches Han Solo and Princess Leia to disable the station's defenses, while Luke distracts Vader. The Alliance subsequently wins the Battle of Endor[image: External link], in which Darth Vader, Emperor Palpatine[image: External link], and much of the Imperial hierarchy are destroyed. Thus, the Empire is essentially defeated, and the Rebellion liberates most of the galaxy.
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 Successor




By The Force Awakens, the New Republic has formed from the Rebellion. The Resistance, an army backed up by the New Republic and successor of the Alliance, is formed to stand against the First Order, a new military power formed by remnants from the Old Empire.[1]
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 Expanded universe




Further information: Star Wars expanded universe



	According to Star Wars: The Roleplaying Game[image: External link], the Cantham House Meetings of Coruscant[image: External link], including the participation of Senators Mon Mothma[image: External link] and Bail Organa[image: External link], take place with the purpose of discussing the formation of a Galactic Alliance in opposition to Palpatine's Galactic Empire. In addition, the RPG tells that although throughout the galaxy many sectors are already fighting against Imperial interests, resistance is relatively quiet until the incident on the planet Ghorman, which takes place 18 years before the Battle of Yavin. The incident begins when an Imperial military cruiser commanded by Captain Wilhuff Tarkin[image: External link] is blocked by peaceful anti-Empire protesters who refuse to move off the ship's landing pad. With implied permission from the Emperor, Tarkin lands the ship anyway, injuring and killing many, an incident that history would record as the Ghorman Massacre.[2] The myriad of civilizations which are fighting the Empire continue to grow in number and progressively coalesce into a ragtag organization known as the Resistance. They intend upon removing the evil Emperor, but the growing ruthlessness of the Imperial state forces them into secrecy, as they are initially unable to undermine the Empire's regime. The RPG tells that part of the strategy of the Rebel Alliance is the Doctrine of Space Denial, wherein the Rebellion would attack Imperial shipping frigates in hit and run raids, both to disrupt Imperial supplies and operations, and also to loot desperately needed materials. These Rebel starfighters were equipped with hyperdrive[image: External link] capability along prearranged routes which would allow this kind of harassment and escape before the Empire may react.[2]


	The video game Star Wars: The Force Unleashed[image: External link] presents a differing view of the Alliance's beginnings, hinting that the Emperor actually secretly pushed for its formation. Palpatine clandestinely bids for the creation of another opposing force, intent on starting yet another war in order to consolidate his power with the fledgling Empire, just as he had done earlier with the Confederacy of Independent Systems[image: External link]. The Emperor orders his apprentice Darth Vader to use his own secret apprentice, Galen Marek[image: External link] (called "Starkiller"), as a pawn to gather together the Empire's enemies, manipulating him into believing that the intention is to start a rebellion. Vader quickly realizes that this is obviously a ploy by Palpatine in order to lure any significant rebels into a trap; however, it is unclear whether Vader (or the Emperor) had intended for the Rebellion to survive. At the supposedly secret meeting known as the Corellian Treaty, Mon Mothma, Bail Organa, Garm Bel Iblis, Jedi-General Rahm Kota, and others meet to formally create the Rebellion against the Empire. However, the proceedings are ambushed by Vader under orders from the Emperor, whom had actually secretly orchestrated the Treaty himself in order to gather all the Rebel leaders together and eliminate them. Starkiller, now aligned with the Rebellion after two betrayals by his former master, manages to save the principal founders from the Empire, though at the cost of his own life. Regrouping on Kashyyyk[image: External link], the Senators formally proclaim an open Declaration of Rebellion, which states the grievances of the Empire against the Alliance to Restore the Republic and concludes with an open threat to depose the Emperor. This marks the formal "founding" of the Rebel Alliance, and Galen Marek's family crest becomes its official symbol.[3] Thus, the Rebel Alliance is effectively founded by Darth Vader himself, and, by extension, Emperor Palpatine, though it is clear neither had imagined that the Alliance would actually ever become a serious threat. The Galactic Civil War consequently ensues, during which the Rebellion confronts the Empire many times throughout the galaxy.

	
Star Wars: Empire at War[image: External link] depicts various allies contributing secretly to the Alliance, slowly making the united Rebel Force more powerful. The most notable equipment contributions include the defection of the Incom Corporation staff and all relevant material involved in the development of an advanced spacefighter, the X-wing[image: External link].[4]
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 Symbol




The symbol of the Alliance is the "Starbird", which in the old canon was the crest of Galen Marek[image: External link]'s family. Princess Leia selected it to honor Marek's sacrifice, declaring it a "symbol of hope".
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Main article: List of Star Wars Rebels characters



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Founders





	Senator Mon Mothma[image: External link] – Co-founder; current commander-in-chief[image: External link]


	Senator Bail Organa[image: External link] – Co-founder; early constituting member

	Deceased during Episode IV: A New Hope[image: External link], when the Death Star destroys Alderaan.





	Senator Padmé Amidala[image: External link] – Co-founder; early constituting member

	Deceased during Episode III: Revenge of the Sith[image: External link], while giving birth to Luke and Leia.








[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Senior civil government and military high command





	
Gial Ackbar – Supreme Commander of the Alliance Fleet.

	
Cassian Jeron Andor[image: External link] - Pilot and Intelligence Officer.

	
Crix Madine[image: External link] – General of the Alliance Special Forces.

	
Ahsoka Tano[image: External link] – Former Jedi Padawan; covert operations spymaster.

	
Breha Organa[image: External link] - Adoptive mother of Princess Leia Organa[image: External link]; ruling monarch of Alderaan; played a pivotal role in securing Alderaan's support for the Rebel Alliance as its primary galactic advocate.

	
Wedge Antilles – Commander of Rogue Squadron[image: External link]; General of the Alliance Starfighter Corps.

	
Raymus Antilles[image: External link] - Captain of the famous Alderaanian cruiser the Tantive IV. Escort to members of the Royal House of Alderaan.

	
Lando Calrissian[image: External link] – General and former Cloud City[image: External link] administrator.

	
Carlist Rieekan[image: External link] – General and Commander of the Alliance's Echo Base on Hoth[image: External link].

	
Jan Dodonna[image: External link] – General and Commander of the Alliance's Base One on Yavin IV[image: External link].

	
Hera Syndulla[image: External link] – General and pilot of the Ghost.

	
Luke Skywalker – Commander and Jedi Knight; former Commander of Rogue Squadron and former Grand Master of the New Jedi Order.

	
Leia Organa – Representative of the planet Alderaan in the Imperial Senate and Senior diplomat[image: External link] of the Alliance; General of the Resistance.

	
Han Solo – General[image: External link] and former smuggler[image: External link].

	Deceased in Episode VII: The Force Awakens[image: External link], killed by his own son Kylo Ren (Ben Solo).
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 Star Wars Legends members




The list of characters featured within the non-canonical Expanded Universe / Legends[image: External link] story-line.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Founders





	Senator Bana Breemu – Co-founder; early constituting member (deceased)

	Senator Garm Bel Iblis[image: External link] – Co-founder; financed private army to fight against the Empire; rejoined Alliance during the Thrawn campaign.
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 Senior civil government and military high command





	
Col Serra – Commander of Renegade Squadron[image: External link]


	
Ylenic It'kla – Commander and Jedi Knight who escaped Order 66, serving as a personal aide to Bail Organa.

	
Qu Rahn - General and Jedi Master who survived Order 66, mostly due to his connection and training with Yoda.

	
Rahm Kota[image: External link] - General and former Jedi Master who survived Order 66, thanks to the aid of his own private militia.

	
Echuu Shen-Jon - General and Jedi Master who survived Order 66, thanks to his exile on Krant.

	
Talon Karrde[image: External link] – General[image: External link] and former smuggler[image: External link] who aided the New Republic during the Thrawn campaign.
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Kylo Ren






"Kylo" redirects here. For the web browser, see Kylo (web browser)[image: External link].

Kylo Ren is a fictional character in the Star Wars franchise. Introduced in the 2015 film Star Wars: The Force Awakens, he is portrayed by Adam Driver[image: External link]. Kylo Ren is the chosen name of Ben Solo,[1][2][3] the son of original Star Wars trilogy[image: External link] characters Han Solo and Leia Organa. Though trained by his uncle Luke Skywalker as a Jedi, he has been seduced to the dark side[image: External link] of the Force by Supreme Leader Snoke, and aspires to be as powerful as his grandfather, Darth Vader. Kylo Ren is also the master of the Knights of Ren, and a commander for the First Order, an organization spawned from the fallen Galactic Empire. He is featured in The Force Awakens media and merchandising, and will appear in the film's forthcoming sequel, Star Wars: The Last Jedi.
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 Concept and creation




After Lucasfilm was acquired by The Walt Disney Company in 2012, the script for The Force Awakens was written by Lawrence Kasdan, J. J. Abrams and Michael Arndt, with no direct participation from Star Wars creator George Lucas. According to director Abrams, the First Order is inspired by ODESSA[image: External link], a theoretical network of SS officers[image: External link] who fled to Argentina[image: External link] following World War II[image: External link].[4]

Driver's casting in the film in an unnamed role was first announced on April 29, 2014.[5] Kylo Ren was first seen, but still not named, in the 88-second The Force Awakens teaser trailer released by Lucasfilm on November 28, 2014,[6][7] wielding a jagged red lightsaber with a crossguard.[8][9][10] The name Kylo Ren was revealed by Entertainment Weekly in a Lucasfilm-designed Topps-style trading card[image: External link] mockup[image: External link] in December 2014.[11][12] A May 2015 Vanity Fair photo shoot by Annie Leibovitz confirmed that Driver would be portraying Kylo.[13]

In an interview with Time, The Force Awakens costume designer Michael Kaplan said that Abrams requested that Ren's mask be designed to be memorable for a child. After numerous attempts to gain Abrams' approval, the final design was selected. Kaplan said:


I don't know if it was the kind of spaghetti type lines on it or what, but the next time J.J. came by that was what we presented to him and he loved it. Also the silver in those lines kind of reflects and changes color with the action. You know, if he's standing in front of fire you see that, so it almost brings you into the mask.[14]



Abrams told Entertainment Weekly in August 2015, "The movie explains the origins of the mask and where it's from, but the design was meant to be a nod to the Vader mask."[15]

According to other cast members, Driver is a method actor[image: External link], which meant that he sometimes stayed in character on set as Ren and left his mask on between scenes.[16] Driver explained that his goal was "to forget you're in Star Wars and treat it like any other job that's filled with moments and problems", because from the perspective of the characters living within the film's universe, "Darth Vader is real".[16]

Ren's character arc[image: External link] shares similarities with that of the Star Wars expanded universe character Jacen Solo[image: External link], the son of Han Solo and Princess Leia who threatens the galaxy as a fallen Jedi.[17][18][19][20] Additionally, critics have noted a resemblance between Ren's character design and that of Revan[image: External link], the protagonist of Knights of the Old Republic[image: External link].[21][22]
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 Character




Abrams told Empire in August 2015, "Kylo Ren is not a Sith. He works under Supreme Leader Snoke, who is a powerful figure on the Dark Side of the Force."[4] Abrams had previously told Entertainment Weekly that the character, "came to the name Kylo Ren when he joined a group called the Knights of Ren."[15] Robbie Collin of The Telegraph described Ren as "a hot-headed, radicalised Dark Side jihadi[image: External link], whose red lightsaber splutters and crackles as violently as his temper".[23] Abrams noted, "The lightsaber is something that he built himself, and is as dangerous and as fierce and as ragged as the character."[15] The Telegraph also explains that Ren's wild and erratic temper and "angsty" instability make him dangerous.[24] Melissa Leon of The Daily Beast[image: External link] describes Ren's use of the Force[image: External link] "formidable", citing his ability to stop a blaster shot mid-air, immobilize victims and probe their minds against their will.[25]

Kasdan told Entertainment Weekly in August 2015, "I've written four Star Wars movies now, and there's never been a character quite like the one that Adam plays. I think you're going to see something that's brand new to the saga," noting that the character is "full of emotion".[15] Abrams explained, "I think that what makes Ren so unique is that he isn't as fully formed as when we meet a character such as Darth Vader ... He is not your prototypical mustache-twirling bad guy. He is a little bit more complex than that."[15] Driver said in December 2015 that, despite the visual similarities to Darth Vader, Ren is "unlike any villain the franchise has seen before".[26] He explained:


I feel there's a recklessness about him that's maybe not normally associated with the Dark Side. You normally think of order, and structure, and full commitment and no hesitation ... he's just a little bit more unpolished. It's in his costume, in his lightsaber—how you kind of get the sense that it could just not work at any moment; that it could just blow up. That’s kind of like a big metaphor for him.[26]
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 The Force Awakens (2015)




Kylo Ren first appears in The Force Awakens as the commander of the First Order, a sinister regime that has risen from the remains of the old Galactic Empire. After arriving at Jakku[image: External link] to retrieve a map containing the co-ordinates for the location of Luke Skywalker, Ren kills an old vicar known as Lor San Tekka and captures Resistance pilot Poe Dameron, who has also been sent to recover the map by General Leia Organa. Ren soon learns that the pilot had entrusted his astromech droid[image: External link], BB-8, with the map. Poe flees with the help of rogue stormtrooper Finn, who later finds BB-8, and the scavenger Rey. Finn, Rey, and BB-8 escape Jakku in the Millennium Falcon, and are soon intercepted by the ship's former owner, Han Solo, and his co-pilot Chewbacca.

It is revealed that Ren is the son of Han and Leia, and was once one of Luke's Jedi pupils. He was drawn to the dark side of the Force by the First Order's Supreme Leader Snoke. He then helped to destroy his uncle Luke's new Jedi Academy. However, Ren still feels the pull of the light side of the Force, and seeks the strength to overcome this weakness from his grandfather Darth Vader, whose burnt helmet is in Ren's possession. Arriving at the Maz Kanata castle, Ren captures Rey, who he senses has seen the map. While interrogating her with the Force, he realizes that she is strong with the Force herself, though unaware of it. Rey finds herself able to experience Ren's emotions, and confronts him on his fear that he will never be as powerful as Vader. She later uses the "Jedi mind trick[image: External link]" to compel her stormtrooper guard to let her escape. Han arrives at the First Order's battle station, Starkiller Base[image: External link], as part of the Resistance's plan to destroy it.

After Han plants explosives to destroy the base, he confronts Ren, calling him by his real name, Ben, and implores him to abandon the dark side. Ren refuses and kills his father, enraging Chewbacca, Han's copilot, who fires and injures Ren. As Finn and Rey flee the damaged base, a badly injured Ren follows and confronts them. Finn fights Ren with Luke's recovered lightsaber, but Ren overpowers and severely wounds him. Rey then takes up the lightsaber and, using the Force, begins to overcome Ren. Before the duel is finished, they are separated by a seismic fissure created by the collapsing base. Rey and the others escape as Snoke orders General Hux[image: External link] to evacuate the base and bring Ren to him to complete his training.
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 Related works and merchandising




Kylo Ren is a point of view[image: External link] character in the 2015 novelization of The Force Awakens by Alan Dean Foster.[27]

He is a playable character in the 2015 Force Awakens add-on to the Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link] video game, with an Infinity character figurine available separately.[28][29][30][31] Hasbro[image: External link] has released a 3 3⁄4-inch (9.5 cm) Kylo Ren action figure,[32] and a 6-inch (15 cm) figure in their Black Series line.[33] He is also featured in the Lego Star Wars playsets Kylo Ren's Command Shuttle (2015)[34][35] and Battle on Takodana (2016),[36][37] as well as a Lego Buildable Figure.[38] The Lego version of Kylo also appears in the 2016 short form animated series Lego Star Wars: The Resistance Rises.[39][40][41][42]

In January 2016, Driver reprised the role for a Star Wars/Undercover Boss[image: External link] sketch on Saturday Night Live[image: External link], with Kylo Ren disguising himself as a radar technician named "Matt" to determine what the Starkiller Base employees really think of him.[43]
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 Novels




In the 2017 Chuck Wendig[image: External link] novel Star Wars: Aftermath: Empire's End, Ben Solo is born on the planet Chandrila, the day a peace treaty is signed between the Empire and the New Galactic Republic.[44]
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 Reception




Both the character of Kylo Ren and Driver's performance have been positively received. Many complimented Ren's conflicted nature and depth, as well as his costume design, and noted there were many places the character could be taken in future installments.[45][46][47] Peter Bradshaw of The Guardian praised the character and the actor alike, saying, "He is gorgeously cruel, spiteful and capricious – and unlike the Vader of old, he is given to petulant temper tantrums, with his lightsaber drawn."[48] Terri Schwartz of IGN[image: External link] also called Driver's performance "spectacular", noting that "his performance adds great depth to a character who could have come off as one-dimensional, and the implications of his arc leave a viewer with plenty to think about after they leave the theater".[49] Collin wrote, "To describe Kylo Ren as this film's Vader would be accurate in a sense ... But it would also be to undersell the deep ingenuity with which this astonishing character has been crafted by Abrams, Kasdan and Arndt, and also the wells of emotional tumult Driver invests in him."[23] Comparing the character to the one-note Vader of the 1977 film, Leon calls Ren "a living battleground between darkness and light, making him a far more resonant and familiar portrayal of that struggle than we've ever seen in Star Wars ... [which] makes him a far more interesting villain."[25] Abrams told Entertainment Weekly, "it was a great joy to work with Adam Driver on this role, because he threw himself into it in a deep and remarkable way."[15] Todd McCarthy of The Hollywood Reporter noted, "Ren is given a pronounced inferiority complex[image: External link], a clever bad guy twist that could be taken to interesting places both in the writing and performance."[50] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone wrote, "The bald-faced attempt to clone Vader, one of the greatest badasses in film history, is clankingly obvious, but Driver, masked and unmasked, gives him hypnotic and haunting contours."[51] Kyle Buchanan of Vulture.com was underwhelmed by the reveal of Driver under the mask.[52] Leon, however, argued:


But that face—that of a normal, vulnerable young man—is the most subversively terrifying thing about J. J. Abrams' reimagining of A New Hope. Rather than pure evil, Ren is something far more familiar: He is human. Just like the real-life young men with minds clouded by fear, hate, and anger who commit unspeakable acts in our world every day ... all the visual cues that leave the character open to criticisms of not being "evil" enough—are all signs of Ren's struggle between the Dark Side and the Light.[25]



Driver won a 2016 Saturn Award for Best Supporting Actor for his portrayal.[53]
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First Order (Star Wars)






The First Order is a rump state[image: External link] and military dictatorship[image: External link] in the Star Wars franchise, introduced in the 2015 film Star Wars: The Force Awakens. Formed following the fall of the Galactic Empire after the events of Return of the Jedi (1983), the organization has amassed its power in secret over three decades. In The Force Awakens, the First Order is commanded by Supreme Leader Snoke and has begun executing its plan to depose the New Republic and reclaim control of the galaxy. The Knights of Ren are a mysterious group of elite warriors within their ranks, led by Kylo Ren.

Critics and fans have noted the use of imagery highly reminiscent of Nazi Germany[image: External link] for the First Order in The Force Awakens, including a sequence mimicking the 1935 Nazi propaganda film[image: External link] Triumph of the Will[image: External link]. The Force Awakens writer/director J. J. Abrams said that the First Order is inspired by the theory of ODESSA[image: External link], which involved SS officers[image: External link] allegedly fleeing to Argentina[image: External link] and other countries following World War II[image: External link].
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According to Star Wars: The Force Awakens: The Visual Dictionary[image: External link] (2015) and the novel Star Wars: Aftermath (2015) by Chuck Wendig[image: External link], after the Galactic Empire was defeated in Return of the Jedi at the climactic Battle of Endor[image: External link], thousands of worlds rose up to join the Rebel Alliance and destroy the disorganized Imperials, who fell victim to warlordism[image: External link]. The Alliance formally reorganized itself as the New Republic, and retook the Core Worlds, including the galactic capital Coruscant[image: External link]. One year after Endor, the remaining Imperial Fleet made a final, massive attempt at a counter-offensive which came to a climax at the planet Jakku[image: External link], the biggest battle in the war since Endor. Ultimately, however, this Imperial counter-offensive was decisively defeated, leaving Jakku littered with debris and crashed ships. The remaining Imperial forces were pushed back to a handful of sectors on the fringe of the Outer Rim, containing only a small fraction of the galaxy's population and industrial base. These sectors were a heavily fortified final redoubt, however, and the New Republic deemed that they posed such little threat that they were not worth the high cost in life that liberating them would require. Therefore, the New Republic made these remnants of the Empire settle for the Galactic Concordance, a humiliating armistice agreement imposing strict disarmament treaties and punishing reparations on the remaining Imperials.[1][2][3]

Over time, the rump state[image: External link] of the old Galactic Empire reorganized itself, becoming a firmly entrenched and isolationist hermit kingdom[image: External link], and spent the next three decades instigating a "cold war[image: External link]" against the New Republic and gradually rebuilding its military strength, secretly re-arming in violation of its armistice agreements. The vestigial Empire also secretly expanded from its original few sectors (in the galactic north), aggressively pushing into the Unknown Regions (the unexplored swaths of territory in the galactic west) to seize new undeveloped worlds there to supplement their resource base, as well as build new shipyards and industrial infrastructure far away from the eyes of the New Republic.

The 2016 novel Star Wars: Bloodline explained how the remnants of the Empire officially reorganized into the "First Order" - and that this final transition only occurred about six years before The Force Awakens. By that time, the New Republic Senate had become divided into two parties: the Populists led by Leia Organa, who wanted to decentralize authority, and the Centrists, who wanted power to remain concentrated in a strong central government. Many of the Centrists were former Imperials who admired the old Empire for bringing order to the galaxy, and who feared that without strong central control the New Republic would become as weak and ineffectual as the Old Republic. Ultimately, many Centrist worlds seceded from the New Republic to reunite with the holdout Imperial remnants on the fringe of the galaxy, and formally combined into a new government called "the First Order". First Order conspirators also publicly revealed that Leia was in fact the daughter of Darth Vader, severely harming her political standing among the remaining Populists.[4]

The vast majority of the New Republic's worlds remained intact, but with the exodus of the Centrists its Senate became dominated by the remaining Populists, who favored decentralization and demilitarization, not confrontation. Even after these events, most in the remaining Senate were happy to see the Centrists go, feeling that the new First Order still controlled far too few sectors of the galaxy to ever pose a serious threat to galactic peace. In their view, it was easier to just let the Centrist worlds peacefully leave of their own volition and rejoin the Imperial worlds rather than fight a war to keep them by force.

The formation of the First Order when the old Imperial remnants annexes the Centrist worlds (and the New Republic's lack of reaction to this increasing threat) are apparently a reference to the real life inaction of the Western powers when Nazi Germany reunified with Austria[image: External link] and the subsequent Munich Agreement[image: External link] letting Germany annex Sudetenland, both in 1938. According to Star Wars: The Force Awakens: The Visual Dictionary, a reference to this is in the name of the current Chancellor of the New Republic: "Lanever Villecham", which is a play on words for "Neville Chamberlain[image: External link]" (La-nev-er Ville-Cham), Prime Minister of Great Britain in 1938, who famously proclaimed that giving the Nazis what they wanted in the Munich Agreement assured "peace in our time". Villecham is seen briefly in the final version of The Force Awakens but is not identified by name: more scenes with him and the Senate were filmed but deleted for time and pacing reasons.[1]

Through as-yet-unexplained circumstances, the new "First Order" came to be ruled by the mysterious Force-wielder known as Supreme Leader Snoke. At some point Snoke seduced Leia's own son Ben Solo to the Dark Side of the Force, at which the remaining Jedi apprentices at his uncle Luke Skywalker's new academy were slaughtered. Blaming himself, Luke fled into self-imposed exile to search for the ancient first Jedi Temple. Kylo Ren, meanwhile, took on a position as Snoke's right hand within the First Order's military.

With her political standing severely weakened, and the New Republic Senate gridlocked and unwilling to recognize the First Order's military buildup, Leia Organa decides to withdraw and form her own small private army, known as the Resistance, to fight the First Order within its own borders. She is joined by other members of the former Rebel Alliance such as Admiral Ackbar. Publicly the New Republic continues to disavow direct association with the Resistance to maintain plausible deniability[image: External link], and though the majority of the Senate does not want to intervene against the First Order, several Senators privately channel funds and resources to the Resistance. This state of affairs continued on for the next six years until the events of The Force Awakens.[1][2] Comic book writer Charles Soule[image: External link], creator of the 2015 Marvel Comics series Star Wars: Poe Dameron, explained that immediately prior to the events of The Force Awakens, "The New Republic and the First Order are in a position of detente, and while there have been a few small skirmishes between the Resistance and the First Order, it's very much a sort of cold war[image: External link]."[5]
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The First Order's handful of sectors simply do not possess the galaxy-wide resources the old Empire used to be able to draw upon, and in addition the armistice treaties with the New Republic put strict limitations on how many ships it could physically build. Therefore, unlike the old Galactic Empire's swarm tactics[image: External link], the First Order's military has had to adapt to a more quality over quantity philosophy, making efficient use of what few resources it has. While its fleet is a fraction of the size of the Imperial Fleet at its height, on a one-for-one basis its new ships are much more powerful. In addition to this they also boast thirty years' worth of advances in military technologies compared to the old Empire. As a result, the First Order now deploys starships such as the new Resurgent-class Star Destroyer, nearly twice as large as the old Imperial-class Star Destroyer which it replaced as the mainstay of the Imperial/First Order fleet. The First Order's TIE fighters, designated TIE/fo, are also more advanced than the old Empire's TIE/ln model, and show greater concern for unit survivability. The First Order's Special Forces also use a more heavily armed two-man TIE/sf variant.[1]

The First Order also employs this quality-over-quantity philosophy with its soldiers and personnel. Unable to conscript millions of soldiers to fill its Stormtrooper ranks, yet unwilling to switch back to using a rapidly produced clone army (like the original Stormtroopers at the end of the Clone Wars), First Order Stormtroopers are trained from birth, raised their entire lives for no other purpose. First Order soldiers and crews have constantly trained for combat in war games[image: External link] and simulations, making them much more effective one-on-one than the endless waves of Stormtrooper conscripts fielded by the old Empire. First Order Stormtroopers are regularly put through mental indoctrination and propaganda programs, to make sure that they remain fanatically loyal and never hesitate or question orders. Being taken from their families at birth, these soldiers are not even given individual names for themselves but merely serial numbers, such as "FN-2187".[1]
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In the film, the First Order is led by a mysterious figure named Snoke, who has assumed the title of Supreme Leader.[3] Like the Empire before them, the Order commands a vast force of stormtroopers, some specially trained in the use of flamethrowers[image: External link], man portable light artillery systems, and riot control[image: External link] gear.[6][7] The First Order also utilizes regular and Special Forces versions of the Empire's venerable TIE fighter.[8] Its primary base of operations is Starkiller Base,[9] a fortified ice planet[image: External link] which houses a superweapon capable of destroying entire star systems[image: External link] from a great distance.[6] The base commander of Starkiller is General Hux[image: External link], a ruthless young officer dedicated to the Order.[10]

Snoke is a powerful figure in the dark side of the Force[image: External link] and has corrupted Ben, the son of Han Solo and Leia Organa who had been an apprentice to his uncle, the Jedi Master Luke Skywalker. Masked and using the name Kylo Ren, he is one of Snoke's enforcers, much like his grandfather Darth Vader had been the enforcer of Emperor Palpatine[image: External link] during the days of the Empire decades earlier. Kylo is the master of the Knights of Ren, a mysterious group of elite warriors.[11][12] Kylo and Hux are rivals for Snoke's approval,[13] and the third member of the "commanding triumvirate[image: External link]" of the First Order is the formidable Captain Phasma, the commander of the stormtroopers.[14]

Kylo is searching for Luke, who vanished some years earlier. Snoke believes that as long as Luke lives, a new generation of Jedi Knights can rise again. The First Order destroys Hosnian Prime[image: External link], the New Republic's current capital world, using the Starkiller superweapon. Kylo fails to retrieve the map fragment that would lead him to Luke, and the Resistance manages to destroy the Starkiller Base moments before it is able to fire on the Resistance base on D'Qar, though Kylo and General Hux are able to escape the explosion.
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Robbie Collin of The Telegraph described the disfigured and skeletal Snoke as a "sepulchral horror".[15] The newspaper also called Hux "a spitting fanatic of the First Order whose every gesture speaks of utter contempt for, well, everyone".[13]
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Critics and fans have noted the use of imagery highly reminiscent of Nazi Germany[image: External link] for the First Order in The Force Awakens, including a sequence mimicking the 1935 Nazi propaganda film[image: External link] Triumph of the Will[image: External link].[16][17] The Force Awakens writer/director J. J. Abrams said that the First Order is inspired by the theory of ODESSA[image: External link], which involved SS officers[image: External link] allegedly fleeing to Argentina[image: External link] and other countries following World War II[image: External link].[18] Abrams explained:


That all came out of conversations about what would have happened if the Nazis all went to Argentina but then started working together again? What could be born of that? Could The First Order exist as a group that actually admired The Empire? Could the work of The Empire be seen as unfulfilled? And could Vader be a martyr? Could there be a need to see through what didn't get done?[18]
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Galactic Empire (Star Wars)






The Galactic Empire, often referred to simply as the Empire, is a fictional dictatorship featured in the Star Wars franchise. It was first introduced in the 1977 film Star Wars and also appears in its two sequels: The Empire Strikes Back (1980) and Return of the Jedi (1983) and is the main antagonist faction of the original trilogy. By the time of the sequel trilogy, which starts three decades following the events of the original trilogy, the government has collapsed and is remembered as the Old Empire.

The Empire's origins are depicted in the prequel Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith (2005), where it replaces the Galactic Republic at the end of the Clone Wars orchestrated by Palpatine[image: External link], who was then the Republic's Supreme Chancellor. Palpatine is also secretly the Sith Lord Darth Sidious who intends to purge the Jedi and restore the Sith to power in the galaxy. Palpatine's Sith identity is only known by a small few throughout his life. Palpatine claims that the Jedi attempted to assassinate him and overthrow the Galactic Senate[image: External link] and declares the Jedi to have committed treason. Palpatine declares that the civil war with the separatists in combination with the Jedi coup d'état require the reorganization of the Republic into a state that can provide stability, and a safe and secure society, a Galactic Empire[image: External link] with himself as Emperor. The Senate that he has manipulated overwhelmingly applauds Palpatine's decision.

Emperor Palpatine proceeds to purge the Jedi, who had been the upholders of peace and justice in the Republic, and replaces them by redeeming the Sith. Though Palpatine's Sith identity remains a secret to most, his apprentice Darth Vader is the Sith Lord who is publicly known to the galaxy as the ally of Palpatine who is serving the Empire to purge the galaxy of the Jedi. By the time of Episode IV: A New Hope, the Empire has transformed into a fully totalitarian[image: External link] regime, opposed by the Rebel Alliance.

The Galactic Empire is described and portrayed in various Star Wars media as a brutal dictatorship[image: External link], one based on "tyranny, xenophobic[image: External link] hatred of nonhumans, power projection[image: External link] through brutal and lethal force, and, above all else, constant fear."[1]
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The Galactic Empire was born out of the collapsing Old Republic. However, the seeds of change are planted during the Clone Wars, the epic war between the Republic and the Confederacy of Independent Systems depicted in Episode II: Attack of the Clones and Episode III: Revenge of the Sith.

In Episode I: The Phantom Menace, amid a trade dispute, blockade and invasion of Naboo by the Trade Federation, then-Senator Palpatine convinces Naboo's Queen Padmé Amidala[image: External link] to address the Galactic Senate, in order to call for a vote of no confidence in Chancellor of the Republic Finis Valorum's leadership, due to his alleged inability to act quickly to end the occupation of Naboo. The crisis on Naboo allows Palpatine to be elected Chancellor.

When the extent of the Separatist threat becomes clear in Episode II, the Old Republic Senate[image: External link], the legislature[image: External link] of the Republic, grants Palpatine emergency powers[image: External link] to deal with the crisis. This conflict allows Palpatine to remain in office long after his term as Chancellor officially expires. Palpatine promises to return his powers to the Senate once peace and order is restored to the galaxy[image: External link]. His first order is to create an army of clone troopers resulting in the construction of a massive military. He takes advantage of the conflict to increase his political power, and by the time of Episode III he is effectively a dictator[image: External link].

The Jedi begin to distrust the Chancellor's motives, fearing he has come under the influence of a Dark Lord of the Sith[image: External link] named Darth Sidious[image: External link]. Palpatine insists to the Jedi that the war, and thus his emergency powers, will continue until Separatist leader General Grievous is killed. Their concerns are shared by several Senators, who suspect Palpatine may not return his emergency powers to the Senate as promised. Among them are two who had long supported Palpatine, Padmé Amidala[image: External link] and Bail Organa[image: External link]. The film eventually reveals that Palpatine and Sidious are one and the same, and that he has been manipulating the Republic and the Separatists against each other.

When the Jedi apprentice Anakin Skywalker[image: External link] discovers Palpatine is actually the mysterious Sith lord Darth Sidious, he returns to the Jedi Temple to inform Jedi Master Mace Windu[image: External link] what he has learned. Windu then leaves with three other Masters to arrest Palpatine, instructing Anakin to remain at the temple. Anakin ignores Mace Windu's directive and returns to the Chancellor's office to prevent the Jedi from killing him; Palpatine has manipulated him into believing that he has the power to save Anakin's pregnant wife, Padmé Amidala[image: External link], from dying in childbirth[image: External link]. Mace Windu, with a cadre of Jedi, enters Palpatine's office and declares that he is under arrest and that the Senate will determine his fate. Palpatine dispenses with his false modest persona and reveals his power-hungry nature, retorting "I am the Senate![image: External link]". Palpatine quickly produces a lightsaber and dispatches all but Windu. When Anakin arrives, Windu is standing over the disarmed Palpatine, prepared to strike. Anakin intervenes on Palpatine's behalf by cutting off Windu's hand, allowing Palpatine to send Windu plunging to his death with a blast of Force lightning[image: External link]. Anakin then submits to the dark side of the Force[image: External link], becoming Palpatine's third Sith apprentice, Darth Vader.

Palpatine declares the Jedi to be traitors[image: External link] and enemies of the Republic, and issues Order 66, a secret order he implanted in the clones to overthrow their Jedi commanders. Led by Darth Vader, the Grand Army of the Republic, who once took orders from the Jedi, all but exterminate the Jedi Order[image: External link] in a massive galaxy-wide slaughter. Secure in his power and position, Palpatine reorganizes the Republic into the Galactic Empire, with himself as Emperor for life. The Senate enthusiastically supports Palpatine, although a few, like Padmé and Bail Organa, realize that the freedom enshrined by the Republic has been destroyed in the name of a "safe and secure society." A deleted scene in the film establishes that the two are among the main founders of the Rebel Alliance, which later arises in A New Hope.

Two remaining Jedi, Obi-Wan Kenobi and Yoda, attempt to attack and destroy the Sith once and for all. Yoda confronts Palpatine, and Obi-Wan duels his former apprentice, now Darth Vader. Obi-wan defeats Vader, but Yoda's duel with Palpatine ends in a stalemate and he is forced to flee for his life; both Jedi are forced to go into exile. Padme's children, with their mother dead and their father a Sith Lord, are placed into adoptive families until such time as the living Force reaches out to them and they take up their destiny.
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Further information: Death Star


With the end of the Clone Wars, the extermination of the Jedi Order and the formation of the First Galactic Empire, Palpatine[image: External link] rules with absolute power as Emperor. He retains the emergency powers that had been voted to him in Attack of the Clones, allowing him to rule for decades under what amounts to martial law. Darth Vader is the Emperor's second-in-command and his ruthless chief enforcer, greatly feared throughout the galaxy. In the 19 years between Revenge of the Sith and A New Hope, Palpatine rules the galaxy from the confines of his heavily guarded palace on Coruscant[image: External link]. During that same time, Vader travels extensively to most of the galactic regions to enforce the Emperor's rule.

The Senate, now known as the Imperial Senate, nominally continues to exist, though it is virtually powerless. Palpatine dissolves the Senate (off-camera) in A New Hope after discovering that several members of the Senate are founding members of the Rebellion[image: External link]. Aside from Palpatine, the real power in the Empire is in the hands of planetary regional governors, sector governors (the "Moffs") and the Grand Moffs who oversee collections of sectors such as what was once known as the Outer Rim, and after as the Oversector Outer. After Palpatine dissolves the Senate, the regional governors are formally granted direct control over their planet territories.

In A New Hope, Grand Moff Tarkin[image: External link] explains the Empire's internal security[image: External link] philosophy as "rule through fear of force rather than force itself." The instrument of this power is the military, which includes the Imperial Stormtroopers, a massive fleet of Star Destroyers, and the Death Star, a moon[image: External link]-sized superweapon[image: External link] capable of destroying entire planets. Plans for the Death Star first appear (in universe[image: External link] chronology) in Attack of the Clones and construction begins at the end of Revenge of the Sith.
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The Imperial Army is the main ground force of the Galactic Empire. It operates massive ground combat vehicles and maintains garrisons across the galaxy. It also cooperates with other branches of the Empire in a variety of operations. The Imperial Army consists of a considerable number of legions, enough to project power throughout the galaxy. Some of the legions are stationed on the capital planet Coruscant as part of the Emperor's personal security, while others are scattered in the Imperial Navy and planetary garrisons across the galaxy. Imperial Army officers and crew typically wear the Imperial standard green uniforms when not clad in armor.
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Further information: Star Destroyer


The Imperial Navy, also referred to as the Imperial Starfleet, was the military arm of the Galactic Empire in charge of maintaining security, peace and order in the galaxy. Commanded by Darth Vader, it absorbed the military forces of the Galactic Republic after Palpatine's declaration of the New Order. Organization of the Imperial Navy is assigned to the Moffs.

At its peak, the Imperial Navy fielded millions of warships including an estimated 25,000 Star Destroyers. They fulfilled the Emperor's will throughout the galaxy. After its defeat at the Battle of Endor, the Galactic Empire splits up into warring factions and the Imperial Starfleet splinters along with it. While much of the remnants of the Imperial Navy were later reunited under impressive Imperial commanders, the military organization covered in this article ceased to exist shortly after the death of the Emperor.

Specific responsibilities of the Imperial Navy included defending Imperial citizens from space-based threats such as pirates, smugglers and rebel contingents, enforcing Imperial will, and overseeing commerce through customs and blockade operations. The Imperial Navy also performs orbital bombardments, transports major ground force deployments and supports them with space, orbital and aerial support.

Imperial Navy officers wear the same standard green uniform that their Army counterparts use.
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Further information: TIE fighter


The Imperial Starfighter Corps was the starfighter pilot branch of the Imperial Empire. Although the Corps was a component of the Navy,[2] most pilots were assigned to ground operations with the Imperial Army.[3]
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Further information: Stormtrooper (Star Wars)


Contrary to popular belief, Stormtroopers are not in fact the army, but rather an elite corps that works as a ground force for the Navy—similar to a Marine Corps. The Stormtroopers operate in conjunction with the Army and Navy, but in practice are organized like marines with their own separate divisions. When not in armor, Stormtrooper officers wear black uniforms.
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Officers of the Imperial Security Bureau, which functions autonomously as a secret police[image: External link] organization (ISB officers are often found as political officers[image: External link] in Army and Navy units), wear white uniforms.
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In a deleted scene in Revenge of the Sith, several influential senators including Bail Organa[image: External link] of Alderaan, Padme Amidala[image: External link] of Naboo[image: External link], and Mon Mothma[image: External link] of Chandrila, meet in secret to form what will later become the Alliance to Restore the Republic, more commonly referred to as the Rebel Alliance. During the two decades that take place between Revenge of the Sith and A New Hope, the Rebellion grows and becomes a formidable enemy of the Empire.

The Death Star, a moon-sized space station with sufficient firepower to destroy an entire planet, is designed to be the supreme weapon of the Empire's power. Grand Moff Willhuff Tarkin, the station's commander, shortly after informing the heads of the Imperial Military that Palpatine has dissolved the Senate, demonstrates that power in A New Hope, when he destroys Alderaan merely as a show of force. In the film's climactic scene[image: External link], however, the station is assaulted by a small force of Rebel starfighters[image: External link] who have come into possession of the station's blueprints. The battle ends with the Death Star's destruction at the hands of Luke Skywalker, which is the Rebel Alliance's first major success against the Empire.

After several more years of conflict, the Alliance finally overthrows the Empire in Return of the Jedi. In the film's climactic battle, the Rebellion destroys the second Death Star and a number of capital ships that contain a great portion of the Imperial Navy's highest-ranking officers. During this battle, Vader redeems himself by killing Palpatine in order to save his son Luke Skywalker, but is himself mortally wounded in the process.
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Further information: First Order (Star Wars)


After the destruction of the second Death Star, the remnants of the Empire fractured into several splinter factions. The First Order is one of these groups, led by former Imperial officers who adhere to the principles of the Empire's government. They become a major faction in the galaxy in The Force Awakens and face a reformed Rebel Alliance called the Resistance.
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Further information: Star Wars expanded universe


In the Star Wars expanded universe, the Rebels, renamed the New Republic, fight to claim the galaxy from remaining Imperials styling themselves as independent controllers of portions of the galaxy.

In the Jedi Prince[image: External link] novel series, a group of impostors calling themselves the Prophets of the Dark Side install a three-eyed mutant[image: External link] named Trioculus[image: External link] as Emperor by claiming that he is Palpatine's son. By the end of the series, Palpatine's true son, Triclops, helps the Rebels defeat this new enemy.

In the Thrawn trilogy[image: External link] book series, the New Republic is almost brought to its knees by Grand Admiral Thrawn[image: External link], the new leader of the remnants of the Empire and a military genius. By the time of the third book in the series, Thrawn has nearly defeated the New Republic, but they claim victory in a last-ditch effort, and Thrawn is killed by his own bodyguard, shattering the Empire's unity.

In the Dark Empire[image: External link] comic book series, Palpatine is reborn in a clone[image: External link] body and unites most of the scattered remnants of the Empire, hoping to retake control of the galaxy. By the sequel, Empire's End[image: External link], he is defeated and destroyed once and for all.

In the Jedi Academy Trilogy[image: External link], an Imperial admiral named Daala[image: External link] commandeers the remainder of the Imperial Navy and mounts a ferocious assault on the New Republic. She nearly succeeds in taking over the galaxy, but is foiled by New Republic pilots Wedge Antilles and Lando Calrissian[image: External link] in the final entry, Champions of the Force[image: External link].

In the novel Darksaber[image: External link], Admiral Daala, frustrated with the Imperial warlords in the Core[image: External link] fighting and bickering amongst themselves, orchestrates the warlords' deaths and unites and becomes the leader of the remaining Imperial forces. After being defeated in battle once again by the New Republic, she resigns and selects Gilad Pellaeon[image: External link] (originally in the Thrawn Trilogy[image: External link]) as the new leader, where he becomes Grand Admiral Pellaeon.

By the time of the New Jedi Order[image: External link] series, the remaining Imperial military factions sign a truce with the New Republic, becoming the Imperial Remnant. The former enemies then become allies against the invading Yuuzhan Vong[image: External link]. A few years later, the Remnant help the Galactic Alliance fight an assimilating insect species known as the Killiks, and in the early Legacy era they are a third party in the Second Galactic Civil War but made peace with the Alliance and Confederation. All three of these were represented by former Imperial commanders.

The Star Wars: Legacy[image: External link] comic book series, set 130 years after the original Star Wars film, explains that, during a civil war[image: External link], the New Galactic Empire known as the Fel Empire declares war on the Galactic Alliance, the successor state of the New Republic. This conflict begins the Sith-Imperial War, which after three years leads to the eventual defeat of the Galactic Alliance and the Galactic Empire asserting its domination over the galaxy once again. Another split occurs as the Sith Lord Darth Krayt the leader of the One Sith, usurps the throne and forces Emperor Roan Fel to take refuge in the fortress planet of Bastion. The Galactic Alliance Remnant led by Admiral Gar Stazi, Fel's forces known as the Empire-in-exile led by Empress Marasiah Fel and the New Jedi Order led by Jedi Master K'Krukk united against Darth Krayt's Galactic Empire and successfully destroy it and the three united factions formed a new galactic government out of their organizations called the Galactic Federation Triumvirate but the former Empire-in-exile still technically carried on the New Order that Palpatine had created. The One Sith however, led by Darth Wredd, remain at large and wage a war against the GFT known as the Darth Wredd's insurgency but two years later in 140 ABY, the former Empire-in-exile works with the other two factions and kill Wredd, dissolve the One Sith, which defeats the Sith once and for all and allows the Galaxy to enter an era of peace.
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See also: Star Wars sources and analogues


Star Wars creator George Lucas sought to make the Galactic Empire aesthetically and thematically similar to Nazi Germany[image: External link] and to appear to be fascist[image: External link].[4] Like Nazi Germany, the Galactic Empire is a dictatorship based on rigid control of society that dissolved a previous democracy and is led by an all-powerful supreme ruler.[5] The Empire, like the Nazis, desires the creation of totalitarian order[6] and utilizes excessive force and violence to achieve their ends.[6] The name of the Empire's main soldiers, the Stormtroopers, is somewhat similar to the name given to Hitler's Sturmabteilung[image: External link] (SA, "storm detachment") paramilitary bodyguards.[5] The visual appearance of Darth Vader in his all-black uniform combined with his devout obedience to the Emperor has allusion to the black-uniformed Nazi Schutzstaffel[image: External link] (SS).[5] The uniforms of Imperial military officers also bear resemblance to uniforms used in Nazi Germany as well as nineteenth-century Germany's ulans[image: External link] (mounted lancers)—who wore a tunic, riding breeches, and boots like the Empire's officers wear—as well as the Imperial officers' cap resembling the field caps historically worn by German and Austrian troops.[7] In addition to Nazi Germany, there was also at least one portion of the Galactic Empire that was based on the Soviet Union[image: External link], which is the various military personnel and TIE Fighters are flying in formation as Palpatine arrives on the Death Star in Return of the Jedi. In the commentary track for the film's DVD release, Lucas admitted that the ceremony for the Emperor's arrival was inspired by May Day[image: External link] military parades in the Soviet Union.[8] Lucas has also indicated in various sources that the Galactic Empire was largely derived from America during the time of the Vietnam War[image: External link], and more specifically Richard Nixon[image: External link]'s time as President, with it dating back as early as 1973 when he first started working on the first film, with his friend Walter Murch[image: External link] also verifying this to be the case.[9][10]

Palpatine's rise to power, and transforming a democracy into a dictatorship has been related to those of Julius Caesar[image: External link], Augustus[image: External link], Napoleon Bonaparte[image: External link], and Adolf Hitler[image: External link].[11]

Palpatine's consolidation of power and declaring himself emperor is like the Roman political figure Octavian[image: External link] (later renamed Augustus[image: External link]), in that Octavian manipulated the Roman Senate as Palpatine did with the Galactic Senate; he legitimized authoritarian rule by saying that corruption in the Senate was hampering the powers of the head of state; he pressured the Roman Senate to give him extraordinary powers as Consul of the Republic to deal with a crisis and he falsely claimed that he would rescind those powers once the crisis was over; and, like the transition of the Roman Republic into the Roman Empire, Octavian, like Palpatine, relied on his strong control over military force.[11]

The power relationship in the Galactic Empire between Emperor Palpatine[image: External link] and Darth Vader has been likened to that within Nazi Germany[image: External link] between Hitler[image: External link] and Reichsführer SS[image: External link] Heinrich Himmler[image: External link], as well as that between Joseph Stalin[image: External link] and the head of the NKVD[image: External link] Lavrentiy Beria[image: External link], in that Darth Vader is a dictator's main henchman who is completely ruthless in serving his master.[11]
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The Walt Disney Company






"Disney" redirects here. For other uses, see Disney (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Walt Disney Company, commonly known as Disney, is an American diversified multinational[image: External link] mass media[image: External link] and entertainment conglomerate[image: External link], headquartered at the Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] in Burbank, California[image: External link]. It is the world's second largest media conglomerate in terms of revenue, after Comcast[image: External link].[3] Disney was founded on October 16, 1923 – by brothers Walt Disney[image: External link] and Roy O. Disney[image: External link] – as the Disney Brothers Cartoon Studio, and established itself as a leader in the American animation industry before diversifying into live-action film production, television, and theme parks. The company also operated under the names The Walt Disney Studio and then Walt Disney Productions. Taking on its current name in 1986, it expanded its existing operations and also started divisions focused upon theater, radio, music, publishing, and online media[image: External link].

In addition, Disney has since created corporate divisions in order to market more mature content than is typically associated with its flagship family-oriented brands. The company is best known for the products of its film studio, Walt Disney Studios, which is today one of the largest and best-known studios[image: External link] in American cinema[image: External link]. Disney's other three main divisions are Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link], Disney Media Networks[image: External link], and Disney Consumer Products and Interactive Media[image: External link].[4] Disney also owns and operates the ABC[image: External link] broadcast television network; cable television networks such as Disney Channel[image: External link], ESPN[image: External link], A+E Networks[image: External link], and Freeform[image: External link]; publishing, merchandising[image: External link], music, and theatre divisions; and owns and licenses 14 theme parks around the world[image: External link]. The company has been a component of the Dow Jones Industrial Average[image: External link] since May 6, 1991. Mickey Mouse[image: External link], an early and well-known cartoon creation of the company, is a primary symbol and mascot[image: External link] for Disney.
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 Corporate history




See also: Timeline of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link]
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 1919–1928: The silent era




In early 1923, Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link], animator Walt Disney created a short film entitled Alice's Wonderland[image: External link], which featured child actress Virginia Davis[image: External link] interacting with animated characters. After the bankruptcy in 1923 of his previous firm, Laugh-O-Gram Studios[image: External link],[ChWDC 1] Disney moved to Hollywood to join his brother, Roy O. Disney[image: External link]. Film distributor Margaret J. Winkler[image: External link] of M.J. Winkler Productions contacted Disney with plans to distribute a whole series of Alice Comedies[image: External link] purchased for $1,500 per reel with Disney as a production partner. Walt and Roy Disney formed Disney Brothers Cartoon Studio that same year. More animated films followed after Alice.[6] In January 1926, with the completion of the Disney studio on Hyperion Street, the Disney Brothers Studio's name was changed to the Walt Disney Studio.[ChWDC 2]

After the demise of the Alice comedies, Disney developed an all-cartoon series starring his first original character, Oswald the Lucky Rabbit[image: External link],[6] which was distributed by Winkler Pictures through Universal Pictures[image: External link].[ChWDC 2] The distributor owned Oswald, so Disney only made a few hundred dollars.[6] Disney completed 26 Oswald shorts before losing the contract in February 1928, due to a legal loophole, when Winkler's husband Charles Mintz[image: External link] took over their distribution company. After failing to take over the Disney Studio, Mintz hired away four of Disney's primary animators (the exception being Ub Iwerks[image: External link]) to start his own animation studio, Snappy Comedies.[ChWDC 3]
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 1928–34: Mickey Mouse and Silly Symphonies




In 1928, to recover from the loss of Oswald the Lucky Rabbit, Disney came up with the idea of a mouse character named Mortimer while on a train headed to California, drawing up a few simple drawings. The mouse was later renamed Mickey Mouse[image: External link] (Disney's wife, Lillian, disliked the sound of 'Mortimer Mouse') and starred in several Disney produced films. Ub Iwerks[image: External link] refined Disney's initial design of Mickey Mouse.[6] Disney's first sound film Steamboat Willie[image: External link], a cartoon starring Mickey, was released on November 18, 1928[ChWDC 3] through Pat Powers[image: External link]' distribution company.[6] It was the first Mickey Mouse sound cartoon released, but the third to be created, behind Plane Crazy[image: External link] and The Gallopin' Gaucho[image: External link].[ChWDC 3] Steamboat Willie was an immediate smash hit, and its initial success was attributed not just to Mickey's appeal as a character, but to the fact that it was the first cartoon to feature synchronized sound[image: External link].[6] Disney used Pat Powers'[image: External link] Cinephone system, created by Powers using Lee De Forest[image: External link]'s Phonofilm[image: External link] system.[ChWDC 3] Steamboat Willie premiered at B. S. Moss's Colony Theater in New York City, now The Broadway Theatre[image: External link].[7] Disney's Plane Crazy[image: External link] and The Galloping Gaucho[image: External link] were then retrofitted with synchronized sound tracks and re-released successfully in 1929.[ChWDC 3]

Disney continued to produce cartoons with Mickey Mouse and other characters,[6] and began the Silly Symphonies[image: External link] series with Columbia Pictures[image: External link] signing on as Symphonies distributor in August 1929. In September 1929, theater manager Harry Woodin requested permission to start a Mickey Mouse Club which Walt approved. In November, test comics strips were sent to King Features[image: External link], who requested additional samples to show to the publisher, William Randolph Hearst[image: External link]. On December 16, the Walt Disney Studios partnership was reorganized as a corporation with the name of Walt Disney Productions, Limited with a merchandising division, Walt Disney Enterprises, and two subsidiaries, Disney Film Recording Company, Limited and Liled Realty and Investment Company for real estate holdings. Walt and his wife held 60% (6,000 shares) and Roy owned 40% of WD Productions. On December 30, King Features signed its first newspaper, New York Mirror[image: External link], to publish the Mickey Mouse comic strip with Walt's permission.[ChWDC 4]

In 1932, Disney signed an exclusive contract with Technicolor[image: External link] (through the end of 1935) to produce cartoons in color, beginning with Flowers and Trees[image: External link] (1932). Disney released cartoons through Powers' Celebrity Pictures (1928–1930), Columbia Pictures[image: External link] (1930–1932), and United Artists[image: External link] (1932–1937).[8] The popularity of the Mickey Mouse series allowed Disney to plan for his first feature-length animation.[6]

The feature film, Walt Before Mickey[image: External link] based on the book by Diane Disney Miller[image: External link] featured these moments in the studio's history.[9]
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 1934–45: Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs and World War II




Deciding to push the boundaries of animation even further, Disney began production of his first feature-length animated film in 1934. Taking three years to complete, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs[image: External link], premiered in December 1937 and became highest-grossing film of that time by 1939.[10] Snow White was released through RKO Radio Pictures[image: External link], which had assumed distribution of Disney's product in July 1937,[ChWDC 5] after United Artists attempted to attain future television rights to the Disney shorts.[11]

Using the profits from Snow White, Disney financed the construction of a new 51-acre (210,000 m2) studio complex in Burbank, California[image: External link]. The new Walt Disney Studios[image: External link], in which the company is headquartered to this day, was completed and open for business by the end of 1939.[ChWDC 6] The following year on April 2, Walt Disney Productions had its initial public offering[image: External link].[ChWDC 7]

The studio continued releasing animated shorts and features, such as Pinocchio[image: External link] (1940), Fantasia[image: External link] (1940), Dumbo[image: External link] (1941), and Bambi[image: External link] (1942).[6] After World War II began, box-office profits declined. When the United States entered the war after the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link], many of Disney's animators were drafted into the armed forces. The U.S. and Canadian governments commissioned the studio to produce training and propaganda films[image: External link]. By 1942, 90% of its 550 employees were working on war-related films.[12] Films such as the feature Victory Through Air Power[image: External link] and the short Education for Death[image: External link] (both 1943) were meant to increase public support for the war effort. Even the studio's characters joined the effort, as Donald Duck[image: External link] appeared in a number of comical propaganda shorts, including the Academy Award-winning Der Fuehrer's Face[image: External link] (1943).
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 1946–54: Post-War and Television




With limited staff and little operating capital during and after the war, Disney's feature films during much of the 1940s were "package films," or collections of shorts, such as The Three Caballeros[image: External link] (1944) and Melody Time[image: External link] (1948), which performed poorly at the box-office. At the same time, the studio began producing live-action films and documentaries. Song of the South[image: External link] (1946) and So Dear to My Heart[image: External link] (1948) featured animated segments, while the True-Life Adventures[image: External link] series, which included such films as Seal Island[image: External link] (1948) and The Vanishing Prairie[image: External link] (1954), were also popular. Eight of the films in the series won Academy Awards.[13]

The release of Cinderella[image: External link] in 1950 proved that feature-length animation could still succeed in the marketplace. Other releases of the period included Alice in Wonderland[image: External link] (1951) and Peter Pan[image: External link] (1953), both in production before the war began, and Disney's first all-live action feature, Treasure Island[image: External link] (1950). Other early all-live-action Disney films included The Story of Robin Hood and His Merrie Men[image: External link] (1952), The Sword and the Rose[image: External link] (1953), and 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea[image: External link] (1954). Disney ended its distribution contract with RKO in 1953, forming its own distribution arm, Buena Vista Distribution[image: External link].[14]

In December 1950, Walt Disney Productions and The Coca-Cola Company[image: External link] teamed up for Disney's first venture into television, the NBC[image: External link] television network special An Hour in Wonderland. In October 1954, the ABC[image: External link] network launched Disney's first regular television series, Disneyland[image: External link], which would go on to become one of the longest-running primetime series[image: External link] in history. Disneyland allowed Disney a platform to introduce new projects and broadcast older ones, and ABC became Disney's partner in the financing and development of Disney's next venture, located in the middle of an orange grove near Anaheim, California. It was the first phase of a long corporate relationship which, although no one could have anticipated it at the time, would culminate four decades later in the Disney company's acquisition of the ABC network, its owned and operated stations, and its numerous cable and publishing ventures.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 1955–65: Disneyland




In 1954, Walt Disney used his Disneyland series to unveil what would become Disneyland[image: External link], an idea conceived out of a desire for a place where parents and children could both have fun at the same time. On July 18, 1955, Walt Disney opened Disneyland to the general public. On July 17, 1955, Disneyland was previewed with a live television broadcast hosted by Art Linkletter[image: External link] and Ronald Reagan[image: External link]. After a shaky start, Disneyland continued to grow and attract visitors from across the country and around the world. A major expansion in 1959 included the addition of America's first monorail system[image: External link].

For the 1964 New York World's Fair[image: External link], Disney prepared four separate attractions for various sponsors, each of which would find its way to Disneyland in one form or another. During this time, Walt Disney was also secretly scouting out new sites for a second Disney theme park. In November 1965, "Disney World" was announced, with plans for theme parks, hotels, and even a model city on thousands of acres of land purchased outside of Orlando[image: External link], Florida.

Disney continued to focus its talents on television throughout the 1950s. Its weekday afternoon children's television program The Mickey Mouse Club[image: External link], featuring its roster of young "Mouseketeers", premiered in 1955 to great success, as did the Davy Crockett[image: External link] miniseries[image: External link], starring Fess Parker[image: External link] and broadcast on the Disneyland anthology show.[6] Two years later, the Zorro[image: External link] series would prove just as popular, running for two seasons on ABC.[15] Despite such success, Walt Disney Productions invested little into television ventures in the 1960s,[citation needed[image: External link]] with the exception of the long-running anthology series, later known as The Wonderful World of Disney.[6]

Disney's film studios stayed busy as well. Averaging five or six releases per year during this period. While the production of shorts slowed significantly during the 1950s and 1960s, the studio released a number of popular animated features, like Lady and the Tramp[image: External link] (1955), Sleeping Beauty[image: External link] (1959) and One Hundred and One Dalmatians[image: External link] (1961), which introduced a new xerography[image: External link] process to transfer the drawings to animation cels[image: External link].[16] Disney's live-action releases were spread across a number of genres, including historical fiction (Johnny Tremain[image: External link], 1957), adaptations of children's books ( Pollyanna[image: External link], 1960) and modern-day comedies (The Shaggy Dog[image: External link], 1959). Disney's most successful film of the 1960s was a live action/animated musical adaptation of Mary Poppins[image: External link], which was one of the all-time highest-grossing movies[6] and received five Academy Awards[image: External link], including Best Actress[image: External link] for Julie Andrews[image: External link] and Best Song[image: External link] for Robert B. Sherman & Richard M. Sherman[image: External link] for "Chim Chim Cher-ee[image: External link]".[17]

The theme park design and architectural group became so integral to the Disney studio's operations that the studio bought it on February 5, 1965, along with the WED Enterprises[image: External link] name.[18][19][20][21]
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 1966–71: The deaths of Walt and Roy Disney and the opening of Walt Disney World




On December 15, 1966, Walt Disney died of complications relating to lung cancer,[6] and Roy Disney[image: External link] took over as chairman, CEO, and president of the company. One of his first acts was to rename Disney World as "Walt Disney World" in honor of his brother and his vision.[22]

In 1967, the last two films Walt actively supervised were released, the animated feature The Jungle Book[image: External link][6] and the musical The Happiest Millionaire[image: External link].[23] The studio released a number of comedies in the late 1960s, including The Love Bug[image: External link] (1969's highest-grossing film)[6] and The Computer Wore Tennis Shoes[image: External link] (1969), which starred another young Disney discovery, Kurt Russell[image: External link]. The 1970s opened with the release of Disney's first "post-Walt" animated feature, The Aristocats[image: External link], followed by a return to fantasy musicals in 1971's Bedknobs and Broomsticks[image: External link].[6] Blackbeard's Ghost[image: External link] was another successful film during this period.[6]

On October 1, 1971, Walt Disney World[image: External link] opened to the public, with Roy Disney dedicating the facility in person later that month. On December 20, 1971, Roy Disney died of a stroke. He left the company under control of Donn Tatum[image: External link], Card Walker[image: External link], and Walt's son-in-law Ron Miller[image: External link], each trained by Walt and Roy.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1972–84: Theatrical malaise and new leadership




While Walt Disney Productions continued releasing family-friendly films throughout the 1970s, such as Escape to Witch Mountain[image: External link] (1975)[6] and Freaky Friday[image: External link] (1976), the films did not fare as well at the box office as earlier material. However, the animation studio saw success with Robin Hood[image: External link] (1973), The Rescuers[image: External link] (1977), and The Fox and the Hound[image: External link] (1981).

As head of the studio, Miller attempted to make films to drive the profitable teenage market who generally passed on seeing Disney films.[24] Inspired by the popularity of Star Wars, Disney produced the science-fiction adventure The Black Hole[image: External link] in 1979 that cost $20 million to make, but was lost in Star Wars' wake.[6] The Black Hole was the first Disney film to carry a PG[image: External link] rating in the United States.[24][N 1] Disney dabbled in the horror genre with The Watcher in the Woods[image: External link], and financed the boldly innovative Tron[image: External link]; both films were released to minimal success.[6]

Disney also hired outside producers for film projects, which had never been done before in the studio's history.[24] In 1979, Disney entered a joint venture with Paramount Pictures[image: External link] on the production of the 1980 film adaptation of Popeye[image: External link] and Dragonslayer[image: External link] (1981); the first time Disney collaborated with another studio. Paramount distributed Disney films in Canada at the time, and it was hoped that Disney's marketing prestige would help sell the two films.[24]

Finally, in 1982, the Disney family sold the naming rights and rail-based attractions to the Disney film studio for 818,461 shares of Disney stock then worth $42.6 million none of which went to Retlaw[image: External link]. Also, Roy E. Disney[image: External link] objected to the overvalued purchase price of the naming right and voted against the purchase as a Disney board director.[25] The 1983 release of Mickey's Christmas Carol[image: External link] began a string of successful movies, starting with Never Cry Wolf[image: External link] and the Ray Bradbury[image: External link] adaptation Something Wicked This Way Comes[image: External link].[6] The Walt Disney Productions film division was incorporated on April 1, 1983 as Walt Disney Pictures.[26] In 1984, Disney CEO Ron Miller created Touchstone Films[image: External link] as a brand for Disney to release more major motion pictures. Touchstone's first release was the comedy Splash[image: External link] (1984), which was a box office success.[27]

With The Wonderful World of Disney remaining a prime-time staple, Disney returned to television in the 1970s with syndicated programing such as the anthology series The Mouse Factory[image: External link] and a brief revival of the Mickey Mouse Club. In 1980, Disney launched Walt Disney Home Video to take advantage of the newly emerging videocassette market. On April 18, 1983, The Disney Channel[image: External link] debuted as a subscription-level channel on cable systems nationwide, featuring its large library of classic films and TV series, along with original programming and family-friendly third-party offerings.

Walt Disney World received much of the company's attention through the 1970s and into the 1980s. In 1978, Disney executives announced plans for the second Walt Disney World theme park, EPCOT Center[image: External link], which would open in October 1982. Inspired by Walt Disney's dream of a futuristic model city, EPCOT Center was built as a "permanent World's Fair", complete with exhibits sponsored by major American corporations, as well as pavilions based on the cultures of other nations. In Japan, the Oriental Land Company[image: External link] partnered with Walt Disney Productions to build the first Disney theme park outside of the United States, Tokyo Disneyland[image: External link], which opened in April 1983.

Despite the success of the Disney Channel and its new theme park creations, Walt Disney Productions was financially vulnerable. Its film library was valuable, but offered few current successes, and its leadership team was unable to keep up with other studios, particularly the works of Don Bluth[image: External link], who defected from Disney in 1979.

By the early 1980s, the parks were generating 70% of Disney's income.[6]

In 1984, financier Saul Steinberg[image: External link]'s Reliance Group Holdings launched a hostile takeover[image: External link] bid for Walt Disney Productions,[6] with the intent of selling off some of its operations.[28] Disney bought out Reliance's 11.1% stake in the company. However, another shareholder filed suit claiming the deal devaluated Disney's stock and for Disney management to retain their positions. The shareholder lawsuit was settled in 1989 for a total of $45 million from Disney and Reliance.[6]
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 1984–2005: The Michael Eisner Era and the "Save Disney" Campaign




See also: Timeline of The Walt Disney Company § 1984–2004[image: External link]


With the Sid Bass[image: External link] family purchase of 18.7 percent of Disney, Bass and the board brought in Michael Eisner[image: External link] from Paramount as CEO and Frank Wells[image: External link] from Warner Bros. as president. Eisner emphasized Touchstone with Down and Out in Beverly Hills[image: External link] (1985) to start leading to increased output with Good Morning, Vietnam[image: External link] (1987), Dead Poets Society[image: External link] (1989), Pretty Woman[image: External link] (1990) and additional hits. Eisner used expanding cable and home video markets to sign deals using Disney shows and films with a long-term deal with Showtime Networks[image: External link] for Disney/Touchstone releases through 1996 and entering television with syndication and distribution for TV series as The Golden Girls[image: External link] and Home Improvement[image: External link]. Disney began limited releases of its previous films on video tapes in the late 1980s. Eisner's Disney purchased KHJ[image: External link], an independent Los Angeles TV station.[6]

Organized in 1985, Silver Screen Partners[image: External link] II, LP financed films for Disney with $193 million. In January 1987, Silver Screen III began financing movies for Disney with $300 million raised, the largest amount raised for a film financing limited partnership by E.F. Hutton.[29] Silver Screen IV was also set up to finance Disney's studios.[30]

Beginning with Who Framed Roger Rabbit[image: External link] in 1988, Disney's flagship animation studio[image: External link] enjoyed a series of commercial and critical successes[image: External link] with such films as The Little Mermaid[image: External link] (1989), Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] (1991), Aladdin[image: External link] (1992) and The Lion King[image: External link] (1994). In addition, the company successfully entered the field of television animation with a number of lavishly budgeted and acclaimed series such as Adventures of the Gummi Bears[image: External link], Duck Tales[image: External link], Chip 'n Dale Rescue Rangers[image: External link], Darkwing Duck[image: External link] and Gargoyles[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Disney moved to first place in box office receipts by 1988 and had increased revenues by 20% every year.[6]

In 1989, Disney signed an agreement-in-principle to acquire Jim Henson Productions[image: External link] from its founder, Muppet[image: External link] creator Jim Henson[image: External link]. The deal included Henson's programming library and Muppet characters (excluding the Muppets created for Sesame Street[image: External link]), as well as Jim Henson's personal creative services. However, Henson died suddenly in May 1990 before the deal was completed, resulting in the two companies terminating merger negotiations the following December.[31] Named the "Disney Decade" by the company, the executive talent attempted to move the company to new heights in the 1990s with huge changes and accomplishments.[6] In September 1990, Disney arranged for financing up to $200 million by a unit of Nomura Securities[image: External link] for Interscope[image: External link] films made for Disney. On October 23, Disney formed Touchwood Pacific Partners[image: External link] I which would supplant the Silver Screen Partnership series as their movie studios' primary source of funding.[30]

In 1991, hotels, home video distribution, and Disney merchandising became 28 percent of total company revenues with international revenues contributed 22 percent of revenues. The company committed its studios in the first quarter of 1991 to produce 25 films in 1992. However, 1991 saw net income drop by 23 percent and had no growth for the year, but saw the release of Beauty and the Beast, winner of two Academy Awards and top-grossing film in the genre. Disney next moved into publishing with Hyperion Books[image: External link] and adult music with Hollywood Records[image: External link] while Walt Disney Imagineering[image: External link] was laying off 400 employees.[6] Disney also broadened its adult offerings in film when then Disney Studio Chairman Jeffrey Katzenberg[image: External link] acquired Miramax Films[image: External link] in 1993. That same year Disney created the NHL[image: External link] team the Mighty Ducks of Anaheim[image: External link], named after the 1992 hit film of the same name[image: External link]. Disney purchased a minority stake in the Anaheim Angels[image: External link] baseball team around the same time.[6]

Wells was killed in a helicopter crash in 1994.[6] Shortly thereafter, Katzenberg resigned and formed DreamWorks SKG[image: External link] because Eisner would not appoint Katzenberg to Wells' now-available post (Katzenberg had also sued over the terms of his contract).[6] Instead, Eisner recruited his friend Michael Ovitz[image: External link], one of the founders of the Creative Artists Agency[image: External link], to be President, with minimal involvement from Disney's board of directors (which at the time included Oscar-winning actor Sidney Poitier[image: External link], the CEO of Hilton Hotels Corporation[image: External link] Stephen Bollenbach[image: External link], former U.S. Senator[image: External link] George Mitchell[image: External link], Yale[image: External link] dean Robert A. M. Stern[image: External link], and Eisner's predecessors Raymond Watson[image: External link] and Card Walker[image: External link]). Ovitz lasted only 14 months and left Disney in December 1996 via a "no fault termination" with a severance package[image: External link] of $38 million in cash and 3 million stock options[image: External link] worth roughly $100 million at the time of Ovitz's departure. The Ovitz episode engendered a long running derivative suit[image: External link], which finally concluded in June 2006, almost 10 years later. Chancellor William B. Chandler, III[image: External link] of the Delaware Court of Chancery[image: External link], despite describing Eisner's behavior as falling "far short of what shareholders expect and demand from those entrusted with a fiduciary[image: External link] position..." found in favor of Eisner and the rest of the Disney board because they had not violated the letter of the law (namely, the duty of care[image: External link] owed by a corporation's officers and board to its shareholders).[32] Eisner later revealed in 2016 interview with The Hollywood Reporter that he regretted letting Ovitz go.[33]

Eisner attempted in 1994 to purchase NBC[image: External link] from General Electric[image: External link] (GE), but the deal failed due to GE wanting to keep 51 percent ownership of the network. Disney acquired many other media sources during the decade, including a merger with Capital Cities/ABC[image: External link] in 1995 which brought broadcast network ABC[image: External link] and its assets, including the A&E Television Networks[image: External link] and ESPN[image: External link] networks, into the Disney fold.[6] Eisner felt that the purchase of ABC was an important investment to keep Disney surviving and allowing it to compete with international multimedia conglomerates.[34]

Disney lost a $10.4 million lawsuit in September 1997 to Marsu B.V. over Disney's failure to produce as contracted 13 half-hour Marsupilami[image: External link] cartoon shows. Instead, Disney felt other internal "hot properties" deserved the company's attention.[35]

Disney, which had taken control of the Anaheim Angels in 1996, purchased a majority stake in the team in 1998. That same year, Disney began a move into the internet field with the purchase of Starwave[image: External link] and 43 percent of Infoseek[image: External link]. In 1999, Disney purchased the remaining shares of Infoseek and launch the Go Network[image: External link] portal in January. Disney also launched its cruise line[image: External link] with the christening of Disney Magic[image: External link] and a sister ship, Disney Wonder[image: External link].[6]

The Katzenberg case dragged on as his contract included a portion of the film revenue from ancillary markets forever. Katzenberg had offered $100 to settle the case, but Eisner felt the original claim amount of about half a billion too much, but then the ancillary market clause was found. Disney lawyers tried to indicate a decline situation which reveal some of the problems in the company. ABC had declining rating and increasing costs while the film segment had two film failures. While neither party revealed the settlement amount, it is estimated at $200 million.[6]

Eisner's controlling style inhibited efficiency and progress according to some critics, while other industry experts indicated that "age compression" theory led to a decline in the company's target market due to youth copying teenage behavior earlier.[6]

The year 2000 brought an increase in revenue of 9 percent and net income of 39 percent with ABC and ESPN leading the way and Parks and Resorts marking its sixth consecutive year of growth. However, the September 11 attacks[image: External link] led to a decline in vacation travel and the early 2000s recession[image: External link] led to a decrease in ABC revenue. Plus, Eisner had the company make an expensive purchase of Fox Family Worldwide[image: External link]. 2001 was a year of cost cutting laying off 4,000 employees, Disney parks operations decreased, slashing annual live-action film investment, and minimizing Internet operations. While 2002 revenue had a small decrease from 2001 with the cost cutting, net income rose to $1.2 billion with two creative film releases. In 2003, Disney became the first studio to record over $3 billion in worldwide box office receipts.[6]

Eisner did not want the board to renominate Roy E. Disney[image: External link], the son of Disney co-founder Roy O. Disney[image: External link], as a board director citing his age of 72 as a required retirement age. Stanley Gold[image: External link] responded by resigning from the board and requesting the other board members oust Eisner.[6] In 2003, Disney resigned from his positions as the company's vice chairman and chairman of Walt Disney Feature Animation[image: External link],[ChWDC 8] accusing Eisner of micromanagement[image: External link], failures with the ABC television network, timidity in the theme park[image: External link] business, turning the Walt Disney Company into a "rapacious, soul-less" company, and refusing to establish a clear succession plan, as well as a string of box-office movie flops starting in the year 2000.

On May 15, 2003, Disney sold their stake in the Anaheim Angels baseball team to Arte Moreno[image: External link]. Disney purchased the rights to the Muppets[image: External link] and the Bear in the Big Blue House[image: External link] franchises from the Jim Henson Company[image: External link] on February 17, 2004.[36] The two brands were placed under control of the Muppets Holding Company, LLC[image: External link], a unit of Disney Consumer Products.[37]

In 2004, Pixar Animation Studios began looking for another distributor after its 12-year contract with Disney ended, due to its strained relationship over issues of control and money with Eisner. Also that year, Comcast[image: External link] Corporation made an unsolicited $54 billion bid to acquire Disney. A couple of high budget movies flopped at the box office. With these difficulties and with some board directors dissatisfied, Eisner ceded the board chairmanship.[6]

On March 3, 2004, at Disney's annual shareholders' meeting, a surprising 45% of Disney's shareholders, predominantly rallied by former board members Roy Disney and Stanley Gold[image: External link], withheld their proxies[image: External link] to re-elect Eisner to the board. Disney's board then gave the chairmanship position to Mitchell. However, the board did not immediately remove Eisner as chief executive.[ChWDC 9]

In 2005, Disney sold the Mighty Ducks of Anaheim[image: External link] hockey team to Henry and Susan Samueli[image: External link].[6]

On March 13, 2005, Robert A. Iger was announced as Eisner successor as CEO. On September 30, Eisner resigned both as an executive and as a member of the Board of Directors.[ChWDC 10]
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 2005–present: The Iger era




On July 8, 2005, Walt Disney's nephew, Roy E. Disney[image: External link], returned to the company as a consultant and as non-voting director emeritus. Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link] celebrated the 50th anniversary of Disneyland Park[image: External link] on July 17 and opened Hong Kong Disneyland[image: External link] on September 12. Walt Disney Feature Animation[image: External link] released Chicken Little[image: External link], the company's first film using 3D animation. On October 1, Iger replaced Eisner as CEO. Miramax co-founders Bob Weinstein[image: External link] and Harvey Weinstein[image: External link] also departed the company to form their own studio[image: External link]. On July 25, 2005, Disney announced that it was closing DisneyToon Studios Australia in October 2006 after 17 years of existence.[38]

In 2006, Disney acquired Oswald the Lucky Rabbit[image: External link], Disney’s pre-Mickey silent animation star.[39] Aware that Disney's relationship with Pixar was wearing thin, Iger began negotiations with leadership of Pixar Animation Studios[image: External link], Steve Jobs[image: External link] and Ed Catmull[image: External link], regarding possible merger. On January 23, 2006, it was announced that Disney would purchase Pixar in an all-stock transaction worth $7.4 billion. The deal was finalized on May 5; and among noteworthy results was the transition of Pixar's CEO and 50.1% shareholder, Steve Jobs[image: External link], becoming Disney's largest individual shareholder at 7% and a member of Disney's Board of Directors.[40][41] Ed Catmull took over as President of Pixar Animation Studios. Former Executive Vice-President of Pixar, John Lasseter[image: External link], became Chief Creative Officer[image: External link] of Walt Disney Animation Studios[image: External link], its division DisneyToon Studios[image: External link], and Pixar Animation Studios, as well assuming the role of Principal Creative Advisor at Walt Disney Imagineering[image: External link].[41]

In April 2007, the Muppets Holding Company, LLC was renamed the Muppets Studio[image: External link] and placed under new leadership in an effort by Iger to re-brand the division. The rebranding was completed in September 2008, when control of the Muppets Studio was transferred from Disney Consumer Products to the Walt Disney Studios[image: External link].[36]

Director Emeritus Roy E. Disney died of stomach cancer[image: External link] on December 16, 2009. At the time of his death, he owned roughly 1 percent of all of Disney which amounted to 16 million shares. He was the last member of the Disney family[image: External link] to be actively involved in the company.[42]

On August 31, 2009, Disney announced a deal to acquire Marvel Entertainment[image: External link], Inc. for $4.24 billion.[43] The deal was finalized on December 31, 2009 in which Disney acquired full ownership of the company.[44]

In October 2009, Disney Channel president Rich Ross[image: External link], hired by Iger, replaced Dick Cook[image: External link] as chairman of the company and, in November, began restructuring the company to focus more on family friendly products. Later in January 2010, Disney decided to shut down Miramax after downsizing Touchstone, but one month later, they instead began selling the Miramax brand and its 700-title film library to Filmyard Holdings[image: External link]. In March, ImageMovers Digital[image: External link], which Disney had established as a joint venture studio with Robert Zemeckis[image: External link] in 2007, was shut down. In April 2010, Lyric Street[image: External link], Disney's country music label in Nashville, was shut down. The following month, the company sold the Power Rangers[image: External link] brand, as well as its 700-episode library, back to Haim Saban[image: External link]. In January 2011, Disney Interactive Studios[image: External link] was downsized.[45] In November, two ABC stations were sold.[46] With the release of Tangled[image: External link] in 2010, Ed Catmull said that the "princess" genre of films was taking a hiatus until "someone has a fresh take on it ... but we don't have any other musicals or fairytales lined up."[47] He explained that they were looking to get away from the princess era due to the changes in audience composition and preference.[citation needed[image: External link]] However, in the Facebook page, Ed Catmull stated that this was just a rumor.[48]

In April 2011, Disney broke ground on Shanghai Disney Resort[image: External link]. Costing $4.4 billion, the resort opened on June 16, 2016.[49] Later, in August 2011, Bob Iger stated on a conference call that after the success of the Pixar and Marvel purchases, he and the Walt Disney Company are looking to "buy either new characters or businesses that are capable of creating great characters and great stories."[50] Later, in early February 2012, Disney completed its acquisition of UTV Software Communications[image: External link], expanding their market further into India[image: External link] and Asia.[51]

On October 30, 2012, Disney announced plans to acquire Lucasfilm, along with plans to produce a seventh installment in its Star Wars franchise for 2015.[52] On December 4, 2012, the Disney-Lucasfilm merger was approved by the Federal Trade Commission[image: External link], allowing the acquisition to be finalized without dealing with antitrust[image: External link] problems.[53] On December 21, 2012, the deal was completed with the acquisition value amounting to approximately $4.06 billion, and thus Lucasfilm became a wholly owned subsidiary of Disney (which coincidentally reunited Lucasfilm under the same corporate umbrella with its former spin-off and new sibling, Pixar).[54]

On March 24, 2014, Disney bought Maker Studios, a YouTube company generating billions of views each year, for over $500 million in order to advertise to viewers in the crucial teenage/young adult demographics.[55]

On May 9, 2014, Disney announced they have reached an agreement with Japan[image: External link]'s TV Asahi Corporation[image: External link] to air an English dub of the Doraemon[image: External link] anime series on Disney XD[image: External link].[56]

In August 2014, The Walt Disney Company filed three patents for using drones. Patents included using unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) to lift marionettes in the air, raise mesh screens for floating video projections, and equipping drones with lights to make them part of a new kind of light show.[57]

On February 5, 2015, it was announced that Tom Staggs[image: External link] had been promoted to COO[image: External link].[58] On April 4, 2016, Disney unexpectedly announced that Staggs and the company had mutually agreed to part ways, effective May 2016, ending his 26-year career with the company.[59][60][61][62][63]

On November 17, 2016, Disney announced a deal with The Pokémon Company[image: External link] (a joint-venture between Nintendo[image: External link], Game Freak[image: External link], and Creatures[image: External link]) to move the Pokémon[image: External link] anime series to Disney XD[image: External link] from its longtime US TV home of Cartoon Network[image: External link] starting with Pokémon the Series: Sun & Moon (Season 20).[64]

On March 23, 2017, Disney announced that Iger's original contract set to end June 30, 2018 would be extended another term until July 2, 2019. For the following three years, Iger will move into a consultant role.[65]
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 Company divisions and subsidiaries




Main article: List of assets owned by Disney[image: External link]


The Walt Disney Company operates through four primary business units, which it calls "business segments": Studio Entertainment, with the primary business unit The Walt Disney Studios, which includes the company's film, music recording label, and theatrical divisions; Parks and Resorts, featuring the company's theme parks, cruise line[image: External link], and other travel-related assets; Media Networks, which includes the company's television properties; and Disney Consumer Products and Interactive Media, which produces toys, clothing, and other merchandising based upon Disney-owned properties, as well as including Disney's Internet, mobile, social media, virtual worlds, and computer games operations.[66] Three segments are led by chairmen, but Disney Consumer Products and Interactive Media are currently both led by a president. Marvel Entertainment[image: External link] is also a direct CEO reporting business, while its financial results are primarily divided between the Studio Entertainment and Consumer Products segments.[citation needed[image: External link]] While Maker Studios is split between Studio Entertainment and Media Networks segments.[67]

The company's main entertainment holdings include Walt Disney Studios[image: External link], Disney Music Group[image: External link], Disney Theatrical Group[image: External link], Disney-ABC Television Group[image: External link], Radio Disney[image: External link], ESPN Inc.[image: External link], Disney Interactive[image: External link], Disney Consumer Products, Disney India Ltd.[image: External link], The Muppets Studio[image: External link], Pixar Animation Studios[image: External link], Marvel Entertainment[image: External link], Marvel Studios[image: External link], UTV Software Communications[image: External link], Lucasfilm, and Maker Studios.

The company's resorts and diversified related holdings include Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link], Disneyland Resort[image: External link], Walt Disney World Resort[image: External link], Tokyo Disney Resort[image: External link], Disneyland Paris[image: External link], Euro Disney S.C.A.[image: External link], Hong Kong Disneyland Resort[image: External link], Shanghai Disney Resort[image: External link], Disney Vacation Club[image: External link], and Disney Cruise Line[image: External link].
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 Disney Media Networks




Disney Media Networks is a business segment and primary unit of The Walt Disney Company that contains the company's various television networks, cable channels, associated production and distribution companies and owned and operated television stations. Media Networks also manages Disney's interest in its joint venture with Hearst Corporation[image: External link], A+E Networks[image: External link] and ESPN Inc.[image: External link]. Unlike the four other business segments, it is the only one with two leaders or "co-chairs": the presidents of ESPN and Disney-ABC Television Group.[68] Thus, Disney has a total of eight business unit leaders who report to the CEO and COO.




	

	
Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link]

	ABC Television Network[image: External link]

	
ABC Family Worldwide[image: External link]

	Freeform[image: External link]





	
ABC Owned Television Stations[image: External link] Group

	Live Well Network[image: External link]





	
A+E Networks[image: External link] (50%)

	
Vice Media[image: External link] (20%)












	
	

	

	
Disney Channels Worldwide[image: External link]

	Radio Disney[image: External link]

	Disney Television Animation[image: External link]





	
Hulu[image: External link] (30%)





	
ESPN Inc.[image: External link] (80%)[68]

	
BamTech[image: External link] (33%)
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 Executive management




Further information: List of management of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Presidents





	1923–45: Walt Disney[image: External link]


	1945–66: Roy O. Disney[image: External link]


	1966–71: Donn Tatum[image: External link]


	1971–77: Card Walker[image: External link]


	1978–83: Ron W. Miller[image: External link]


	1984–94: Frank Wells[image: External link]


	1995–97: Michael Ovitz[image: External link]


	2000–12: Robert A. Iger
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 Chief Executive Officers





	1929–71: Roy O. Disney[image: External link]


	1971–76: Donn Tatum[image: External link]


	1976–83: Card Walker[image: External link]


	1983–84: Ron W. Miller[image: External link]


	1984–2005: Michael Eisner[image: External link]


	2005–present: Robert A. Iger
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 Chairmen of the Board




Walt Disney dropped his Chairman title in 1960 to focus more on the creative aspects of the company, becoming the "executive producer in charge of all production."[69]

After a four-year vacancy, Roy O. Disney assumed the Chairmanship.


	1945–60: Walt Disney[image: External link]


	1964–71: Roy O. Disney[image: External link]


	1971–80: Donn Tatum[image: External link]


	1980–83: Card Walker[image: External link]


	1983–84: Raymond Watson[image: External link]


	1984–2004: Michael Eisner[image: External link]


	2004–2006: George J. Mitchell[image: External link]


	2007–12: John E. Pepper, Jr.[image: External link]


	2012–present: Robert A. Iger
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 Vice Chairman of the Board





	1984–2003: Roy E. Disney[image: External link]


	1999–2000: Sanford Litvack (Co-Vice Chair)
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 Chief Operating Officers





	1984–94: Frank Wells[image: External link]


	1997–99: Sanford Litvack[70] (Acting Chief of Operations)

	2000–2005: Robert A. Iger


	2015–16: Tom Staggs[image: External link][58][59][60][61][62][63]
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 Financial data
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 Revenues






	Annual gross revenues of The Walt Disney Company



	Year
	Studio Entertainment[image: External link][NI 1]
	Disney Consumer Products[NI 2]
	Disney Interactive[image: External link][NI 3][Rev 1]
	Walt Disney

Parks and Resorts[image: External link]
	Disney Media Networks[NI 4]
	Total



	1991[71]
	2,593.0
	724
	 
	2,794.0
	 
	6,111



	1992[71]
	3,115
	1,081
	 
	3,306
	 
	7,502



	1993[71]
	3,673.4
	1,415.1
	 
	3,440.7
	 
	8,529



	1994[72][73][74]
	4,793
	1,798.2
	 
	3,463.6
	359
	10,414



	1995[72][73][74]
	6,001.5
	2,150
	 
	3,959.8
	414
	12,525



	1996[73][75]
	10,095[NI 2]
	 
	4,502
	4,142[Rev 2]
	18,739



	1997[76]
	6,981
	3,782
	174
	5,014
	6,522
	22,473



	1998[76]
	6,849
	3,193
	260
	5,532
	7,142
	22,976



	1999[76]
	6,548
	3,030
	206
	6,106
	7,512
	23,402



	2000[77]
	5,994
	2,602
	368
	6,803
	9,615
	25,402



	2001[78]
	7,004
	2,590
	 
	6,009
	9,569
	25,790



	2002[78]
	6,465
	2,440
	 
	6,691
	9,733
	25,360



	2003[79]
	7,364
	2,344
	 
	6,412
	10,941
	27,061



	2004[79]
	8,713
	2,511
	 
	7,750
	11,778
	30,752



	2005[80]
	7,587
	2,127
	 
	9,023
	13,207
	31,944



	2006[80]
	7,529
	2,193
	 
	9,925
	14,368
	34,285



	2007[81]
	7,491
	2,347
	 
	10,626
	15,046
	35,510



	2008[82]
	7,348
	2,415
	719
	11,504
	15,857
	37,843



	2009[83]
	6,136
	2,425
	712
	10,667
	16,209
	36,149



	2010[84]
	6,701
	2,678
	761
	10,761
	17,162
	38,063



	2011[85]
	6,351
	3,049
	982
	11,797
	18,714
	40,893



	2012[86]
	5,825
	3,252
	845
	12,920
	19,436
	42,278



	2013[87]
	5,979
	3,555
	1,064
	14,087
	20,356
	45,041



	2014[88]
	7,278
	3,985
	1,299
	15,099
	21,152
	48,813



	2015[89]
	7,366
	4,499
	1,174
	16,162
	23,264
	52,465



	2016[90]
	9,441
	5,528
	16,974
	23,689
	55,632






	
^ Disney Interactive Media Group[image: External link], starting in 2008 with the merge of WDIG and Disney Interactive Studios[image: External link]


	
^ Following the purchase of ABC
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 Net income






	Net income of The Walt Disney Company



	Year
	Studio Entertainment[image: External link][NI 1]
	Disney Consumer Products[NI 2]
	Disney Interactive[image: External link][NI 3] / Disney Interactive Media Group[image: External link][NI 5]
	Walt Disney

Parks and Resorts[image: External link]
	Disney Media Networks[image: External link][NI 4]
	Total



	1991[71]
	318
	229
	 
	546
	 
	1,094



	1992[71]
	508
	283
	 
	644
	 
	1,435



	1993[71]
	622
	355
	 
	746
	 
	1,724



	1994[72][73]
	779
	425
	 
	684
	77
	1,965



	1995[72][73]
	998
	510
	 
	860
	76
	2,445



	1996[73]
	1,596[NI 2]
	−300[NI 6]
	990
	747
	3,033



	1997[76]
	1,079
	893
	−56
	1,136
	1,699
	4,312



	1998[76]
	769
	801
	−94
	1,288
	1,746
	3,231



	1999[76]
	116
	607
	−93
	1,446
	1,611
	3,231



	2000[77]
	110
	455
	−402
	1,620
	2,298
	4,081



	2001[78]
	260
	401
	 
	1,586
	1,758
	4,214



	2002[78]
	273
	394
	 
	1,169
	986
	2,826



	2003[79]
	620
	384
	 
	957
	1,213
	3,174



	2004[79]
	662
	534
	 
	1,123
	2 169
	4,488



	2005[80]
	207
	543
	 
	1,178
	3,209
	5,137



	2006[80]
	729
	618
	 
	1,534
	3,610
	6,491



	2007[81]
	1,201
	631
	 
	1,710
	4,285
	7,827



	2008[82]
	1,086
	778
	−258
	1,897
	4,942
	8,445



	2009[83]
	175
	609
	−295
	1,418
	4,765
	6,672



	2010[84]
	693
	677
	−234
	1,318
	5,132
	7,586



	2011[85]
	618
	816
	−308
	1,553
	6,146
	8,825



	2012[86]
	722
	937
	−216
	1,902
	6,619
	9,964



	2013[87]
	661
	1,112
	−87
	2,220
	6,818
	10,724



	2014[88]
	1,549
	1,356
	116
	2,663
	7,321
	13,005



	2015[89]
	1,973
	1,752
	132
	3,031
	7,793
	14,681



	2016[90]
	2,703
	1,965
	3,298
	7,755
	15,721






	
^ a b Also named Films


	
^ a b c d Merged into Creative Content in 1996


	
^ a b Walt Disney Internet Group[image: External link], from 1997 to 2000, next merged with Disney Media Networks[image: External link]


	
^ a b Broadcasting from 1994 to 1996


	
^ Disney Interactive Media Group[image: External link], merge of WDIG and Disney Interactive Studios[image: External link]


	
^ Not linked to WDIG, Disney reported a $300M loss due to financial modification regarding real estate
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 Criticism




For more details on this topic, see Criticism of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link].

Some of Disney's animated family films have drawn fire for being accused of having sexual references hidden in them, among them The Little Mermaid[image: External link] (1989), Aladdin[image: External link] (1992), and The Lion King[image: External link] (1994). Instances of sexual material hidden in some versions of The Rescuers[image: External link] (1977) and Who Framed Roger Rabbit[image: External link] (1988) resulted in recalls and modifications of the films to remove such content.[91]

Some religious welfare groups, such as the Catholic League[image: External link], have opposed films including Priest[image: External link] (1994) and Dogma[image: External link] (1999).[92] A book called Growing Up Gay, published by Disney-owned Hyperion[image: External link] and similar publications, as well as the company's extension of benefits to same-sex[image: External link] domestic partners[image: External link], spurred boycotts[image: External link] of Disney and its advertisers by the Catholic League, the Assemblies of God USA[image: External link], the American Family Association[image: External link], and other conservative groups.[92][93][94] The boycotts were discontinued by most of these organizations by 2005.[95] In addition to these social controversies, the company has been accused of human rights violations regarding the working conditions in factories that produce their merchandise.[96][97]

Disney has been criticized for its influence over children in that it endeavours to appeal to children at a young age and develop their views and interests according to Disney’s portrayal of major themes as well as prepare children to become early consumers of their brand.[98]
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 See also






	
Walt Disney[image: External link] and Roy Disney[image: External link]


	List of assets owned by Disney[image: External link]

	List of Walt Disney Pictures films[image: External link]

	Lists of films released by Disney[image: External link]

	Disney University[image: External link]

	Disneyfication[image: External link]

	Buena Vista[image: External link]

	
Mandeville-Anthony v. The Walt Disney Company[image: External link], a federal court case in which Mandeville claimed Disney infringed on his copyrighted ideas by creating Cars[image: External link]


	List of conglomerates[image: External link]

	List of United States companies[image: External link]

	Pixar

	Maker Studios

	Consider the Source[image: External link]
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 Footnotes






	
^ Although Disney released a PG-rated film, Take Down[image: External link], prior to the release of The Black Hole, they did not make the film; it was a pickup from independent producers.
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The Empire Strikes Back






For other uses, see The Empire Strikes Back (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Empire Strikes Back (also known as Star Wars: Episode V – The Empire Strikes Back) is a 1980 American epic space opera film directed by Irvin Kershner[image: External link]. Leigh Brackett[image: External link] and Lawrence Kasdan wrote the screenplay, with George Lucas writing the film's story and serving as executive producer. The second installment in the original Star Wars trilogy, it was produced by Gary Kurtz[image: External link] for Lucasfilm Ltd. and stars Mark Hamill[image: External link], Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher, Billy Dee Williams[image: External link], Anthony Daniels, David Prowse[image: External link], Kenny Baker, Peter Mayhew and Frank Oz.

The film is set three years after Star Wars. The Galactic Empire, under the leadership of the villainous Darth Vader and the Emperor[image: External link], is in pursuit of Luke Skywalker and the rest of the Rebel Alliance. While Vader chases a small band of Luke's friends—Han Solo, Princess Leia Organa, and others—across the galaxy, Luke studies the Force[image: External link] under Jedi Master Yoda. When Vader captures Luke's friends, Luke must decide whether to complete his training and become a full Jedi Knight or to confront Vader and save them.

Following a difficult production, The Empire Strikes Back was released on May 21, 1980. It received mixed reviews from critics initially but has since grown in esteem, becoming the most critically acclaimed chapter in the Star Wars saga; it is now widely regarded as one of the greatest films of all time[image: External link].[5][6][7][8] The film ranks #3 on Empire's 2008 list of the 500 greatest movies of all time.[9] It became the highest-grossing film of 1980 and, to date, has earned more than $538 million worldwide from its original run and several re-releases. When adjusted for inflation, it is the second-highest-grossing sequel of all time and the 13th-highest-grossing film in North America.[10] The film was followed by a sequel, titled Return of the Jedi, which was released in 1983.

In 2010, the film was selected for preservation in the United States' National Film Registry[image: External link] by the Library of Congress[image: External link] for being "culturally, historically, and aesthetically significant."
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Three years after the destruction of the Death Star, the Rebel Alliance has been driven from their former base on Yavin IV[image: External link] by the Galactic Empire. The Rebels, led by Princess Leia, have set up their new base on the ice planet Hoth[image: External link]. The Imperial fleet, led by Darth Vader, continues to hunt for the Rebels’ new base by dispatching probe droids across the galaxy.

While investigating a potential meteor strike, Luke Skywalker is injured and captured by a wampa[image: External link], a yeti-like creature. He manages to escape from its cave with his lightsaber, but soon succumbs to the brutally cold temperatures and collapses. The force ghost[image: External link] of his late mentor, Obi-Wan Kenobi, instructs him to go to the Dagobah[image: External link] system to train under Jedi Master Yoda. Luke is found by Han Solo, whose tauntaun[image: External link] collapses and dies, and then he uses its warmth to keep Luke warm while he sets up a shelter. Han and Luke make it through the night and are rescued by a search party.

On patrol, Han and Chewbacca discover the meteor Luke had planned to investigate is actually a probe droid, which alerts the Empire to the Rebels’ location. The Empire launches a large-scale attack, using AT-AT Walkers to capture the base. Despite heavy resistance, the Walkers destroy the base's shield generator and force the Rebels to retreat. Han and Leia escape on the Millennium Falcon with C-3PO and Chewbacca, but their hyperdrive[image: External link] malfunctions. They hide in an asteroid field[image: External link], where Han and Leia grow closer, and eventually, kiss. Vader summons bounty hunters[image: External link], including the notorious Boba Fett[image: External link], to assist in finding the Falcon. Luke, meanwhile, escapes with R2-D2 in his X-wing[image: External link] fighter and crash-lands on the swamp planet Dagobah. He meets a diminutive creature who is revealed to be Yoda; after conferring with Obi-Wan's spirit, Yoda reluctantly accepts Luke as his student. Yoda trains Luke as a Jedi and raises his sunken ship from the swamp with the power of the Force[image: External link] after Luke claims it to be impossible.

After evading the Empire, Han sets a course for Cloud City, a floating colony in the skies of the gas giant planet Bespin[image: External link]. Cloud City is run by Han's old friend, Lando Calrissian[image: External link]. Unknowingly, the Millennium Falcon has been tracked for the Empire by Boba Fett; shortly after they arrive, Lando leads the group into a trap and they are handed over to Darth Vader and Boba Fett. Vader plans to use the group as bait to lure out Luke, intending to capture him alive and take him to the Emperor[image: External link]. During his training on Dagobah, Luke sees a premonition of Han and Leia in pain in a city in the clouds and, against Yoda's wishes, leaves to save them.

Vader goes back on his agreement with Lando to let Leia and Chewbacca stay in Cloud City and instead, takes them into custody. He intends to hold Luke in suspended animation[image: External link] in a block of carbonite for delivery to the Emperor. To test this process, he selects Han to be frozen against the protests of Fett, who fears he will lose his bounty. Vader hands the frozen Han over to Fett, who intends to leave for Tatooine[image: External link] to deliver Han to Jabba the Hutt[image: External link] and claim the bounty on Solo. Lando, who was forced into cooperating with the Empire, initiates an escape and frees Leia and the others. They then try to save Han but are too late and unable to stop Fett as he departs on his ship. They fight their way back to the Falcon and flee Cloud City.

After arriving at Cloud City, and engaging in a brief confrontation with Boba Fett, Luke ultimately falls into Vader's trap. The two engage in a lightsaber duel that leads them over the city's central air shaft where, as his mentors warned, Luke proves to be no match for Vader who severs Luke's right hand, causing him to lose his weapon. After Luke refuses to join Vader against the Emperor, Vader reveals that he is Luke's father, Anakin Skywalker[image: External link]. Horrified by the truth, Luke throws himself off the bridge and is pulled into an air shaft. He is ejected beneath the floating city but is able to grab onto an antenna. He makes a desperate telepathic plea to Leia, who senses it and persuades Lando to return for him in the Falcon. After Luke is brought on board, they are chased by TIE fighters but R2-D2 reactivates the Falcon's hyperdrive, allowing them to escape.

Later, aboard a medical frigate in the Rebel fleet, Luke's severed hand is replaced with a robotic prosthetic[image: External link]. Lando and Chewbacca set off for Tatooine in the Falcon in order to find Jabba the Hutt and Boba Fett to save Han. As the Falcon departs, Luke, Leia, R2-D2, and C-3PO gaze out on the galaxy and await word from Lando.
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Main articles: List of Star Wars characters and List of Star Wars cast members



	
Mark Hamill[image: External link] as Luke Skywalker: A Jedi in training, who is powerfully connected with the Force.

	
Harrison Ford as Han Solo: A smuggler and Captain of the Millennium Falcon.

	
Carrie Fisher as Leia Organa: A leader of the Rebel Alliance, the former Princess of the destroyed planet Alderaan.

	
Billy Dee Williams[image: External link] as Lando Calrissian[image: External link]: Administrator of Cloud City and an old friend to Han Solo.

	
Anthony Daniels as C-3PO: A humanoid protocol droid in the Rebel Alliance.

	
David Prowse[image: External link] as Darth Vader: A warrior of the dark side of the Force and the Emperor's second-in command. The character's voice is provided by James Earl Jones[image: External link].

	
Peter Mayhew as Chewbacca: A Wookiee and loyal friend to Han Solo.

	
Kenny Baker as R2-D2: An astromech droid in the Rebel Alliance and long-time friend to C-3PO. He also portrays a GONK power droid in the background.

	
Frank Oz as Yoda: The wise, centuries-old Grand Master of the Jedi, who is Luke's self-exiled Jedi Master living on Dagobah. Oz was assisted by several other performers[image: External link], including Kathryn Mullen[image: External link], David Barclay[image: External link], Wendy Froud[image: External link], Wendy Midener and Deep Roy[image: External link].[11]


	
Jeremy Bulloch[image: External link] portrays Boba Fett[image: External link]: A bounty hunter, hired by the Galactic Empire. Jason Wingreen[image: External link] provided Fett's voice in the film's original theatrical cut and the 1997 Special Edition. In the 2004 and 2011 special editions, Temuera Morrison[image: External link], who played Jango Fett[image: External link] in Attack of the Clones and all his clones including Commander Cody[image: External link] in Revenge of the Sith, replaced Wingreen as Fett's voice. Bulloch also makes a cameo appearance as the Imperial officer who grabs Leia when she tells Luke to avoid Vader's trap with John Morton[image: External link] doubling as Fett in this scene.

	Several different actors portray the Emperor[image: External link]: The evil ruler of the Galactic Empire and Darth Vader's powerful Sith Master, who appears via hologram. Clive Revill[image: External link] originally provided the voice of the Emperor, while Marjorie Eaton[image: External link] portrayed the Emperor's physical form,[12][13] filmed under heavy makeup with superimposed chimpanzee[image: External link] eyes.[14][15] Ultimately they were replaced by Ian McDiarmid[image: External link], who portrayed the character in later films, for the 2004 Special Edition and subsequent releases.[16][17]


	
Alec Guinness appears briefly as Obi-Wan Kenobi's Force-ghost: Luke's deceased mentor, who guides him to Yoda.



Denis Lawson reprises his role as Wedge Antilles from the first film. John Hollis[image: External link] plays 'Lobot', Lando's personal aide. Julian Glover[image: External link] appears as General Veers[image: External link], a general who leads the Empire in the battle of Hoth; Kenneth Colley[image: External link] portrays Admiral Piett[image: External link], the Empire's top admiral; Michael Sheard[image: External link] as Admiral Ozzel[image: External link], Vader's previous admiral; Michael Culver[image: External link] appears as Captain Needa[image: External link], one of the Empire's captains who failed to catch the Millennium Falcon; John Ratzenberger[image: External link] portrays Major Derlin[image: External link], one of the officers who led the rebels in the battle of Hoth; Bruce Boa[image: External link] appears as General Rieekan[image: External link], Princess Leia's military advisor on Hoth; Christopher Malcolm[image: External link] plays Rebel snowspeeder pilot Zev Senesca, who finds Skywalker and Solo on the surface of Hoth; and John Morton[image: External link] portrays Dak[image: External link], Luke's gunner in the battle of Hoth who was killed by an AT-AT.

Morris Bush portrays the bounty hunter Dengar, Alan Harris portrays the bounty hunter Bossk and Chris Parsons portrays the robo bounty hunter 4-LOM.
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George Lucas' 1977 film Star Wars exceeded all expectations in terms of profit, had a revolutionary effect on the film industry, and had an unexpected resonance as a cultural phenomenon. Lucas hoped to become independent from the Hollywood film industry by financing The Empire Strikes Back himself with $33 million from loans and the previous film's earnings, going against the principles of many Hollywood producers never to invest one's own money.[18] Now fully in command of his Star Wars enterprise, Lucas chose not to direct The Empire Strikes Back because of his other production roles, including overseeing his special effects[image: External link] company Industrial Light & Magic (ILM) and handling of the financing. Lucas offered the role of director to Irvin Kershner[image: External link], one of his former professors at the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link].[19]

Kershner was known for smaller-scale, character-driven films, but had more recently directed the true-life drama Raid on Entebbe[image: External link] (1977) and the thriller Eyes of Laura Mars[image: External link] (1978). Kershner initially turned Lucas down, citing his belief that a sequel would never meet the quality or originality of Star Wars. He called his agent, who immediately demanded that he take the job.[18]
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Lucas hired science fiction author Leigh Brackett[image: External link] to write Star Wars II with him.[18] They held story conferences and, by late November 1977, Lucas had produced a handwritten treatment called The Empire Strikes Back. The treatment is similar to the final film, except that Darth Vader does not reveal he is Luke's father. In the first draft that Brackett would write from this, Luke's father appears as a ghost to instruct Luke.[20]

Brackett finished her first draft in early 1978; Lucas has said he was disappointed with it, but before he could discuss it with her, she died of cancer.[21] With no writer available, Lucas had to write his next draft himself. It was this draft in which Lucas first made use of the "Episode" numbering for the films; Empire Strikes Back was listed as Episode II.[22] As Michael Kaminski argues in The Secret History of Star Wars, the disappointment with the first draft probably made Lucas consider different directions in which to take the story.[23] He made use of a new plot twist: Darth Vader claims to be Luke's father. According to Lucas, he found this draft enjoyable to write, as opposed to the yearlong struggles writing the first film, and quickly wrote two more drafts,[24] both in April 1978. He also took the script to a darker extreme by having Han Solo imprisoned in carbonite and left in limbo[image: External link].[25]

This new story point of Darth Vader being Luke's father had drastic effects on the series. Michael Kaminski argues in his book that it is unlikely that the plot point had ever seriously been considered or even conceived of before 1978, and that the first film was clearly operating under an alternate storyline where Vader was separate from Luke's father;[26] there is not a single reference to this plot point before 1978. After writing the second and third drafts of Empire Strikes Back in which the point was introduced, Lucas reviewed the new backstory he had created: Anakin Skywalker was Ben Kenobi's brilliant student and had a child named Luke, but was swayed to the dark side by The Emperor[image: External link] (who was really a Sith Lord and not simply just a politician). Anakin battled Ben Kenobi on the site of a volcano and was wounded, but then resurrected as Darth Vader. Meanwhile, Kenobi hid Luke on Tatooine[image: External link] while the Republic became the Empire and Vader systematically hunted down the Jedi.[27]

With this new backstory in place, Lucas decided that the series would be a trilogy, changing Empire Strikes Back from Episode II to Episode V in the next draft.[24] Lawrence Kasdan had just completed writing Raiders of the Lost Ark, and the screenplay impressed Lucas,[28] who hired him to write the next drafts with additional input from director Irvin Kershner[image: External link]. Kasdan, Kershner, and producer Gary Kurtz[image: External link] saw the film as a more serious and adult film, which was helped by the new, darker storyline, and developed the series from the light adventure roots of the first film.[29]
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 Effects




After the release of Star Wars, ILM grew from being a struggling company and moved to Marin County, California[image: External link].[18] The Empire Strikes Back provided the company with new challenges. Whereas Star Wars mostly featured space sequences, The Empire Strikes Back featured not only space dogfights[image: External link] but also an ice planet battle opening sequence and elements of cities that floated among the clouds. For the battle scenes on the ice planet Hoth[image: External link], the initial intent was to use bluescreen[image: External link] to composite the Imperial walkers[image: External link] into still-shots from the original set. Instead, an artist (Michael Pangrazio[image: External link]) was hired to paint landscapes, resulting in the Imperial walkers being shot using stop motion[image: External link] animation in front of the landscape paintings.[18] The original designs for the AT-ATs were, according to Phil Tippett[image: External link], "big armored vehicles with wheels". Many believe the finished design was inspired by the Port of Oakland[image: External link] container cranes, but Lucas denied this.[30]

In designing the Jedi Master Yoda, Stuart Freeborn[image: External link] used his own face as a model and added the wrinkles of Albert Einstein[image: External link] for the appearance of exceptional intelligence.[31] Sets for Dagobah[image: External link] were built five feet above the stage floor, allowing puppeteers to crawl underneath and hold up the Yoda puppet. The setup presented communication problems for Frank Oz, who portrayed Yoda, as he was underneath the stage and unable to hear the crew and Mark Hamill above.[32] Hamill later expressed his dismay at being the only human character on set for months; he felt like a trivial element on a set of animals, machines, and moving props. Kershner commended Hamill for his performance with the puppet.[18][33]
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 Filming




Filming began in Norway, at the Hardangerjøkulen[image: External link] glacier[image: External link] near the town of Finse[image: External link], on March 5, 1979. Like the filming of Star Wars, where the production in Tunisia coincided with the area's first major rainstorm in fifty years, the weather was against the film crew. While filming in Norway, they encountered the worst winter storm in fifty years. Temperatures dropped to −20 °F (−29 °C), and 18 feet (5.5 m) of snow fell.[18] On one occasion, the crew were unable to exit their hotel. They achieved a shot involving Luke's exit of the Wampa cave by opening the hotel's doors and filming Mark Hamill running out into the snow while the crew remained warm inside.[18] Mark Hamill's face was scarred in a motor accident that occurred between filming of Star Wars and The Empire Strikes Back. Despite reports to the contrary, the scene in which Luke gets knocked out by the Wampa was not added specifically to explain this change to Hamill's face. Lucas admitted that the scene "helped" the situation, though he felt that Luke's time fighting in the rebellion was sufficient explanation.[33]

The production then moved to Elstree Studios[image: External link] in London on March 13,[28] where over 60 sets were built, more than double the number used in the previous film.[18] A fire in January on Stage 3 (during filming of Stanley Kubrick[image: External link]'s The Shining[image: External link]) forced the budget to be increased from $18.5 million to $22 million, and by July the budget increased $3 million more. Filming finished by mid-September.[28]

One memorable exchange of dialogue was partially ad-libbed[image: External link]. Originally a scene in which Princess Leia professed her love to Han Solo, with Han replying "I love you too." Harrison Ford felt the characterization was not being used effectively, and Kershner agreed. After several takes, the director told the actor to improvise on the spot, and Ford changed Solo's line to "I know."[18]

During production, great secrecy surrounded the fact that Darth Vader was Luke's father. The film includes a brief image of Vader with his mask off, facing away from the camera. For the original viewers of the film, this scene made it clear that Vader is not a droid.[33]

Like the rest of the crew, Prowse—who spoke all of Vader's lines during filming—was given a false page that contained dialogue with the revelatory line being "Obi-Wan killed your father."[18][34][35] Hamill did not learn of the secret and he was informed just moments before cameras rolled on his close-up.[36]

To preserve the dramatic opening sequences of his films, Lucas wanted the screen credits to come at the end of the films. While this practice has become more common over the years, this was a highly unusual choice at the time. The Writers[image: External link] and Directors[image: External link] Guilds of America had no problem allowing it on Star Wars, back in 1977, because the writer-director credit (George Lucas) matched the company name, but when Lucas did the same thing for the sequel it became an issue because Lucas had his last name on the start of the film (Lucasfilm), while the director and the writers had theirs on the end. They fined him over $250,000 and attempted to pull Empire out of theaters. The DGA also attacked Kershner; to protect his director, Lucas paid all the fines to the guilds. Due to the controversy, he left the Directors and Writers Guilds, and the Motion Picture Association[image: External link].[18]

The initial production budget of $18 million[2] was 50% more than that of the original. After the various increases in budget, The Empire Strikes Back became one of the most expensive films of its day and after the bank threatened to pull his loan, Lucas was forced to approach 20th Century Fox. Lucas made a deal with the studio to secure the loan in exchange for paying the studio more money, but without the loss of his sequel and merchandising rights. After the film's box office success, unhappiness at the studio over the deal's generosity to Lucas caused studio president Alan Ladd, Jr.[image: External link] to quit. The departure of his longtime ally caused Lucas to take Raiders of the Lost Ark to Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[18]
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 Themes




See also: Star Wars sources and analogues


Like its predecessor, The Empire Strikes Back draws from several mythological stories and world religions. It also includes elements of 1930s film serials[image: External link] such as Flash Gordon[image: External link], a childhood favorite of Lucas', that similarly featured a city afloat in the sky.[37][38]
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The world premiere of The Empire Strikes Back was held on May 17, 1980, at the Kennedy Center[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. (as a special Children's World Premiere event). The film had a Royal Charity Premiere[image: External link] in London at the Odeon Cinema[image: External link] in Leicester Square[image: External link] on May 20. The special event was dubbed "Empire Day", a playful take the British Commonwealth Day[image: External link] holiday (known as Empire Day prior to 1958), where legions of stormtroopers were unleashed across the city.[39] A series of other charity benefit premieres were held in numerous locations on May 19 and 20. The film went on to official general release in North America and the U.K. on May 21, 1980. The first wave of release included 126 70 mm prints, before a wider release in June 1980 (which were mostly 35 mm prints).[40] During the initial theatrical run in Europe and Australia, the short film Black Angel[image: External link] by Star Wars art director Roger Christian[image: External link] was shown before the feature.[41]

Though the film was simply titled The Empire Strikes Back in its original promotional materials, the film still started with the title Star Wars on-screen which was followed by the opening crawl that gave the film's subtitle as Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back, causing some surprise among cinema goers at the time as the original Star Wars film had not been given an episode number or subtitle for its first release in 1977.[42] However, Episode IV: A New Hope was added to its opening crawl from its 1981 re-release onwards. Like A New Hope, The Empire Strikes Back was rated PG by the Motion Picture Association of America[image: External link], and certificate U in the United Kingdom[image: External link]. This original version was released on CED[image: External link] in 1984[43][44] and on VHS[image: External link] and Laserdisc[image: External link] several times during the 1980s and 1990s.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Special Edition




As part of Star Wars's 20th anniversary celebration in 1997, The Empire Strikes Back was digitally remastered and re-released along with A New Hope and Return of the Jedi under the title Star Wars Trilogy: Special Edition. Lucas took this opportunity to make several minor changes to the film. These included explicitly showing the Wampa[image: External link] creature on Hoth in full form, creating a more complex flight path for the Falcon as it approaches Cloud City, digitally replacing some of the interior walls of Cloud City with vistas of Bespin, and replacing certain lines of dialogue. A short sequence was also added depicting Vader's return to his Super Star Destroyer[image: External link] after dueling with Luke, created from alternate angles of a scene from Return of the Jedi. Most of the changes were small and aesthetic; however, some fans believe that they detract from the film.[16]

The film was also resubmitted to the MPAA[image: External link] for rating; it was again rated PG, but under the Association's new description nomenclature[image: External link], the reason given was for "sci-fi action/violence".[45] This version of the film runs 127 minutes.
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 Home media





	DVD release



The Empire Strikes Back was released on DVD[image: External link] in September 2004, bundled in a box set with A New Hope, Return of the Jedi, and a bonus disc of extra features. The films were digitally restored and remastered, with additional changes[image: External link] made by George Lucas.[16] The bonus features include a commentary by George Lucas, Irvin Kershner, Ben Burtt, Dennis Muren, and Carrie Fisher, as well as an extensive documentary called Empire of Dreams: The Story of the Star Wars Trilogy[image: External link]. Also included are featurettes, teasers, trailers, TV spots, still galleries, video game demos, and a preview of Revenge of the Sith.

For the DVD release, Lucas and his team made changes that were mostly implemented to ensure continuity between The Empire Strikes Back and the recently released prequel trilogy[image: External link] films. The most noticeable of these changes was replacing the stand-in used in the holographic image of the Emperor (with Clive Revill providing the voice) with actor Ian McDiarmid[image: External link] providing some slightly altered dialogue. With this release, Lucas also supervised the creation of a high-definition digital print of The Empire Strikes Back and the original trilogy's other films. It was reissued in December 2005 as part of a three-disc "limited edition" boxed set that did not feature the bonus disc.[46]

The film was reissued again on a separate two-disc Limited Edition DVD for a brief time from September 12, 2006, to December 31, 2006, this time with the film's original, unaltered version as bonus material. It was also re-released in a trilogy box set on November 4, 2008.[47] There was controversy surrounding the initial release, because the DVDs featured non-anamorphic versions of the original films based on LaserDisc releases from 1993 (as opposed to newly remastered, film-based high definition transfers). Since non-anamorphic transfers fail to make full use of the resolution available on widescreen[image: External link] televisions, many fans were disappointed with this choice.[48]


	Blu-ray release



On August 14, 2010, George Lucas announced that all six Star Wars films in their Special Edition form would be released on Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] in Fall 2011.[49] On January 6, 2011, 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment[image: External link] announced the Blu-ray release for September 2011 in three different editions.[50]


	Digital release



On April 7, 2015, Walt Disney Studios, 20th Century Fox, and Lucasfilm jointly announced the digital releases of the six released Star Wars films. Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment released The Empire Strikes Back through the iTunes Store, Amazon Video[image: External link], Vudu[image: External link], Google Play[image: External link], and Disney Movies Anywhere on April 10, 2015.[51]
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 Box office




Within three months of the release of The Empire Strikes Back, Lucas had recovered his $33 million investment and distributed $5 million in bonuses to employees.[18] The film grossed $10,840,307 on its opening weekend in limited release. It earned $209,398,025 during its first 1980 run in the United States and about 450 million worldwide. Box Office Mojo estimates that the film sold more than 70 million tickets in the US in its initial theatrical run.[52] When The Empire Strikes Back returned to cinemas in 1997, it grossed $21,975,993 on its first weekend of re-release. As of 2007, the film has grossed $290,475,750 domestically and $538,375,067 worldwide.[2] 35 years after the film's initial release, it re-entered the UK box office at number 9 grossing $470,000 from June 4–7, 2015.[53]
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The Empire Strikes Back received mixed reviews from critics upon its initial release. For example, Vincent Canby[image: External link] of The New York Times wrote a largely negative review.[54] David Denby of New York magazine called the film "a Wagnerian pop movie—grandiose, thrilling, imperiously generous in scale, and also a bit ponderous".[55] Judith Martin[image: External link] of The Washington Post criticized the film's "middle-of-the-story" plot, which she claimed had no particular beginning or end.[56] However, this was a concept that Lucas had intended.[33]

On the review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], The Empire Strikes Back currently holds a 94% approval rating, based on 87 reviews, with an average rating of 8.9/10.[57] Rotten Tomatoes summarizes: "Dark, sinister, but ultimately even more involving than A New Hope, The Empire Strikes Back defies viewer expectations and takes the series to heightened emotional levels."[57] Bob Stephens of The San Francisco Examiner[image: External link] described The Empire Strikes Back as "the greatest episode of the Star Wars Trilogy" in 1997.[58] In 2016, James Charisma of Playboy[image: External link] ranked the film #3 on a list of 15 Sequels That Are Way Better Than The Originals.[59] Roger Ebert described the film as the strongest and "most thought-provoking" film of the original trilogy.[60]

Chuck Klosterman[image: External link] suggested that while "movies like Easy Rider[image: External link] and Saturday Night Fever[image: External link] painted living portraits for generations they represented in the present tense, The Empire Strikes Back might be the only example of a movie that set the social aesthetic for a generation coming in the future."[61]
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At the Academy Awards in 1981, The Empire Strikes Back won the Academy Award for Best Sound Mixing[image: External link], which was awarded to Bill Varney[image: External link], Steve Maslow[image: External link], Greg Landaker[image: External link], and Peter Sutton[image: External link].[62] In addition, this film received the Special Achievement Academy Award[image: External link] for Best Visual Effects[image: External link] that was awarded to Brian Johnson[image: External link], Richard Edlund[image: External link], Dennis Muren[image: External link], and Bruce Nicholson[image: External link]. Composer John Williams was also nominated for the Academy Award for Best Original Score, and Norman Reynolds[image: External link], Leslie Dilley[image: External link], Harry Lange[image: External link], Alan Tomkins[image: External link], and Michael Ford[image: External link] were nominated for the Academy Award for Best Production Design[image: External link].[63]

In addition, John Williams was awarded the British Academy Film Award for his compositions: the Anthony Asquith Award for Film Music. The Empire Strikes Back also received British Academy Film Award nominations for Best Sound and Best Production Design.

Williams was also nominated for a Grammy Award[image: External link] and a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] for his musical score of the film.[64]

The Empire Strikes Back received four Saturn Awards, for Mark Hamill as Best Actor, Irvin Kershner for Best Director[image: External link], Brian Johnson and Richard Edlund for Best Special Effects, and the Saturn Award for Best Science Fiction Film.

The Empire Strikes Back won the Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link]. The film was nominated for the Writers Guild of America Award[image: External link] for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link].[65]

The Empire Strikes Back was awarded the Golden Screen Award[image: External link] in Germany.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Legacy




Darth Vader was ranked as the third-greatest film villain of all time in the American Film Institute's 2003 list of the 100 greatest heroes and villains[image: External link],[66] and Wizard[image: External link] magazine selected the ending of The Empire Strikes Back as the greatest cliffhanger of all time.[67]

The line "No, I am your father" is often misquoted as "Luke, I am your father."[68] The line was selected as one of the 400 nominees for the American Film Institute's 100 Years... 100 Movie Quotes[image: External link], a list of the greatest American film quotes.[69] Yoda's statement to Luke Skywalker, "Try not! Do, or do not. There is no try", was also a nominee for the same list by the AFI.[69]

The film was selected in 2010 to be preserved by the Library of Congress[image: External link] as part of its National Film Registry[image: External link].[70][71] It is unclear whether a copy of the 1980 theatrical version or the 1997 Special Edition has been archived by the NFR, or indeed if any copy has been provided by Lucasfilm and accepted by the Registry.[72][73]

In the 2014 Empire Magazine list, "The 301 Greatest Movies of All Time" voted by fans, The Empire Strikes Back was named as the greatest film ever made.[74]

American Film Institute lists


	
AFI's 100 Years...100 Movies[image: External link] – Nominated

	
AFI's 100 Years...100 Thrills[image: External link] – Nominated

	
AFI's 100 Years...100 Heroes and Villains[image: External link]:

	
Darth Vader – No. 3 Villain





	
AFI's 100 Years...100 Movie Quotes[image: External link]:

	"I am your father." – Nominated

	"Do, or do not. There is no try." – Nominated





	
AFI's 100 Years...100 Movies (10th Anniversary Edition)[image: External link] – Nominated
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Main article: The Empire Strikes Back (soundtrack)[image: External link]


The musical score of The Empire Strikes Back was composed and conducted by John Williams, and it was performed by the London Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] at a cost of about $250,000.[75] In 1980, the company RSO Records[image: External link] published this film's original musical score as both a double LP album[image: External link] and as an 8-track cartridge[image: External link] in the United States. Its front cover artwork features the mask of Darth Vader against a backdrop of outer space[image: External link],[76] as seen on the advance theatrical poster for the film.

In 1985, the first Compact disc (CD) issue of the film score was made by the company Polydor Records[image: External link], which had absorbed both RSO Records and its music catalog. Polydor Records used a shorter, one compact-disc edition of the music as their master. In 1993, 20th Century Fox Film Scores released a special boxed set of four compact discs: the Star Wars Trilogy: The Original Soundtrack Anthology. This anthology included the film scores of all three members of the original Star Wars Trilogy in separate CDs, even though there was significant overlap between the three (such as the Star Wars theme music).[77]

In 1997, the record company RCA Victor[image: External link] released a definitive two-CD set to accompany the publications of all three of the Special Editions of the films of the Star Wars Trilogy. This original limited-edition set of CDs featured a 32-page black booklet that was enclosed within a protective outer slip-case. The covers of the booklet and of the slip-case have selections from the poster art of the Star Wars Trilogy: Special Edition. All of the tracks have been digitally re-mastered supposedly for superior clarity of sound.

RCA Victor next re-packaged the Special Edition set later on in 1997, offering it in slim-line jewel case packaging as an unlimited edition, but without the packaging that the original "black booklet" version offered.[78]

In 2004, the Sony Classical Records[image: External link] company purchased the sales rights of the original trilogy's musical scores—primarily because it already had the sales rights of the music from the trilogy of prequels: The Phantom Menace, Attack of the Clones, and Revenge of the Sith. Hence in 2004, the Sony Classical company began manufacturing copies of the film-score CDs that RCA Victor had been making since 1997, including the one for The Empire Strikes Back. This set was made with new cover artwork similar to that of the film's first publication on DVD. Despite the digital re-mastering by Sony Classical, their CD version made and sold since 2004 is essentially the same as the version by RCA Victor.[79]
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 Novelization




Main article: The Empire Strikes Back (novel)[image: External link]


A novelization of the film was released on April 12, 1980, and published by the company Del Rey Books[image: External link]. The novelization was written by Donald F. Glut[image: External link], and it was based on the screenplay by Lawrence Kasdan, Leigh Brackett, and George Lucas.[80]

This novelization was originally published as Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back. However, the later editions have been renamed Star Wars Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back to conform with the change in the titles of the Star Wars saga. Like the other novelizations of the Star Wars Trilogy, background information is added to explain the happenings of the story beyond that which is depicted on-screen.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Comic book adaptation




Main article: Star Wars (1977 comic book)[image: External link]


Marvel Comics published a comic book adaptation of The Empire Strikes Back which was written by Archie Goodwin[image: External link] and illustrated by Al Williamson[image: External link] and Carlos Garzon. It was published simultaneously in four formats: as a magazine (Marvel Super Special[image: External link] #16),[81] an oversized tabloid edition (Marvel Special Edition Featuring Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link]),[82] as part of a serialized comic book series[image: External link], and as a paperback pocket book.[83] In the paperback and tabloid versions, which were published first and for which early concept designs were the only available art reference, Yoda was given a quite different appearance than in the films: Yoda is thinner, he has long white hair, and he has purple skin, rather than green skin. For the magazine and serialized comic book editions, there was enough time for the artwork featuring Yoda to be revised extensively, and his appearance was changed to match that in the film.

Comic book historians and industry professionals have remarked that Marvel's Star Wars comics published in the years before The Empire Strikes Back include plot points similar to those later used in the film. However, the film's makers have not acknowledged receiving any inspiration from the comic books.[84]
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 Book-and-record set




Lucasfilm adapted the story for a children's book-and-record set[image: External link]. Released in 1980, the 24-page Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back read-along book was accompanied by a 33⅓ rpm 7-inch gramophone record[image: External link]. Each page of the book contained a cropped frame[image: External link] from the film with an abridged and condensed version of the story. The record was produced by Buena Vista Records[image: External link].
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Main article: List of Star Wars video games


Video games based on the film have been released on several consoles. Additionally, several Star Wars video games feature or mention key events seen in the film, but are not entirely based upon the film. In 1982 Parker Brothers[image: External link] released Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link] for the Atari 2600[image: External link] games console, which featured the speeder attack on the AT-ATs on Hoth.[85] The arcade game Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link] followed in 1985. The game features familiar battle sequences and characters played from a first-person perspective. Specific battles include the Battle of Hoth and the subsequent escape of the Millennium Falcon through an asteroid field.[86] A conversion was released in 1988 for the ZX Spectrum[image: External link], Amstrad CPC[image: External link], Commodore 64[image: External link], BBC Micro[image: External link], Atari ST[image: External link] and Commodore Amiga[image: External link].[87]

In 1992, JVC released the LucasArts-developed video game also titled Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link] for the Nintendo Entertainment System[image: External link] (NES) console.[88] The player assumes the role of Luke Skywalker and maneuvers through Skywalker's story as seen in the film. In 1992, Ubisoft[image: External link] released a version for the Game Boy[image: External link]. Like its previous incarnation, it follows the story of Luke Skywalker.[89] Super Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link] was developed for the console Super Nintendo Entertainment System[image: External link] (SNES) by LucasArts and was released by JVC in 1993. The SNES game is similar in spots to the 1991 NES release, and is on a 12- megabit[image: External link] cartridge[image: External link].[90]
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Main article: Star Wars (radio)


A radio play[image: External link] adaptation of The Empire Strikes Back was written by Brian Daley[image: External link], and was produced for and broadcast on the National Public Radio[image: External link] network in the U.S. during 1983. It was based on characters and situations created by George Lucas, and on the screenplay by Leigh Brackett and Lawrence Kasdan. Its director was John Madden, with sound mixing and post-production work done by Tom Voegeli.[91]

Mark Hamill, Billy Dee Williams, and Anthony Daniels reprised their roles as Luke Skywalker, Lando Calrissian, and C-3PO respectively, with John Lithgow[image: External link] voicing Yoda. This radio play was designed to last for five hours of radio time, usually presented in more than one part.[92] Radio agencies estimate that about 750,000 people tuned in to listen to this series radio play beginning on February 14, 1983.[93] In terms of the canonical Star Wars story, this radio drama has been given the highest designation, G-canon.[94][95]
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 See also





	The Story of Star Wars[image: External link]

	
Splinter of the Mind's Eye[image: External link], a science fiction novel set in the Star Wars universe

	List of films considered the best[image: External link]

	List of films featuring extraterrestrials

	List of Star Wars films and television series
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 Footnotes






	
^ Theatrical and home media distribution rights will be transferred from 20th Century Fox to the Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] in May 2020.[96] The digital distribution rights belong to Disney, as Lucasfilm retained the film's digital distribution rights prior to its acquisition by Disney.[97]
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Star Wars: The Force Awakens (soundtrack)






Star Wars: The Force Awakens – Original Motion Picture Soundtrack is the film score[image: External link] to the 2015 film of the same name composed by John Williams with Williams and William Ross conducting, and Gustavo Dudamel appearing as a "special guest conductor". The album was released by Walt Disney Records on December 18, 2015 in both digipak[image: External link] CD and digital formats.[1][2]



TOP
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 Overview




In July 2013, Williams was confirmed to be writing the score.[3] The music from the first two trailers for the film was reworked from earlier compositions.[4][5][6] Williams began working on the score in December 2014 and by June 2015, he had been through most of the film reels, working on a daily basis.[7][8] In May 2015, Williams said he would reuse themes from the previous films, such as those for Luke, Leia and Han, in ways that "will seem very natural and right in the moments for which we've chosen to do these kinds of quotes. There aren't many of them, but there are a few that I think are important and will seem very much a part of the fabric of the piece in a positive and constructive way." He said that working with J. J. Abrams[image: External link] was similar to the process he went through with George Lucas in the earlier films.[9]

Recording sessions for The Force Awakens began on June 1, 2015 at the Sony Pictures Studios' Barbra Streisand Scoring Stage in Culver City, with William Ross conducting most of the music.[10][11] Williams attended the sessions and conducted the remainder of the recordings.[12][13] He called the recording process “very luxurious,” with 12 sessions scattered over a five-month period between June and November. The score was recorded by a freelance orchestra—making it the first Star Wars soundtrack not to feature the London Symphony Orchestra[image: External link][14]—with sessions continuing on and off over that five-month period. The 90-piece orchestra recorded 175 minutes of music, although nearly an hour of that was discarded, modified, or rerecorded as Abrams re-edited the film. The theme for Snoke was recorded by a 24-voice men’s chorus. Gustavo Dudamel conducted the opening and end title music for the film at Williams' behest.[15] The last recording session took place on November 14, 2015.[6][7][16]

Leading up to the release of The Force Awakens multiple music streaming services began offering users Star Wars-themed playlists.[17] "Streaming platforms didn't exist for the [previous] movies, so that's something that we'll be rolling out, along with character-driven playlists with sounds and dialogue from the movie," said Ken Bunt, president of the Disney Music Group[image: External link]. "People love to hear dialogue and sound effects, so we're working on some ideas now that will incorporate some of that into playlisting."[18] Upon its release, the soundtrack for The Force Awakens became available to stream via Spotify[image: External link].[19]
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 Reception




The musical score has received critical acclaim. James Southall of Movie Wave said, "The new themes are great, hearing the old ones again is wonderful, the action music is remarkably energetic and the musical storytelling as vibrant as ever. It’s just so good hearing Williams return to this universe."[22] Jørn Tillnes of Soundtrack Geek said, "The fact is that this score is not even close to the classic trilogy and it struggles with the prequel trilogy as well. I don’t know if it's the weakest in the saga. Time will tell. What I do know is that it's one of the best scores I've heard in a while."[25] uDiscover[image: External link] gave the score a positive review, saying, "The expansive, dramatic passages are as full-bodied as one would hope for a film as epic as The Force Awakens, but the attention to detail within the score – and the exquisitely recorded performance – make the results a subtle and engaging listen."[26]

Jonathan Broxton of Movie Music UK praised the score, saying, "Even when you look at it objectively, what John Williams has achieved with this score is nothing short of remarkable. He has written five new themes, two of which – 'Rey's Theme' and the 'March of the Resistance' – are wonderfully memorable, and can stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the already bulging cache of memorable themes within the Star Wars universe."[27]

It was nominated for Best Original Score category at 88th Academy Awards[image: External link] and lost to Ennio Morricone[image: External link]'s score for The Hateful Eight[image: External link].
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 Commercial performance




The soundtrack debuted at number five on the Billboard 200[image: External link] chart for the week ending November 26, 2015, with 100,000 album-equivalent units[image: External link], of which 94,000 were pure album sales. It marked the highest debut for a score-only soundtrack since 1999, when The Phantom Menace[image: External link] placed at number 3. Additionally, it is the sixth Star Wars soundtrack in the main Star Wars film series[image: External link] to reach the top ten; only the Return of the Jedi[image: External link] soundtrack failed to reach top ten, peaking at number 20 in 1983.[28] The album has sold 206,000 copies in the US as of April 2016.[29]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Track listing




All music composed by John Williams.



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Main Title and The Attack on the Jakku Village"
	6:25



	2.
	"The Scavenger"
	3:39



	3.
	"I Can Fly Anything"
	3:10



	4.
	"Rey Meets BB-8"
	1:31



	5.
	"Follow Me"
	2:54



	6.
	"Rey's Theme"
	3:11



	7.
	"The Falcon"
	3:32



	8.
	"That Girl with the Staff"
	1:58



	9.
	"The Rathtars!"
	4:05



	10.
	"Finn's Confession"
	2:08



	11.
	"Maz's Counsel"
	3:07



	12.
	"The Starkiller"
	1:50



	13.
	"Kylo Ren Arrives at the Battle"
	2:00



	14.
	"The Abduction"
	2:23



	15.
	"Han and Leia"
	4:41



	16.
	"March of the Resistance"
	2:34



	17.
	"Snoke"
	2:03



	18.
	"On the Inside"
	2:06



	19.
	"Torn Apart"
	4:19



	20.
	"The Ways of the Force"
	3:14



	21.
	"Scherzo for X-Wings"
	2:32



	22.
	"Farewell and The Trip"
	4:55



	23.
	"The Jedi Steps and Finale"
	8:51



	Total length:
	1:17:08
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 Personnel




Credits adopted from Allmusic[image: External link]:[30]




	

	Production




	
John Williams – composer, orchestrator, conductor, producer

	
William Ross – orchestrator, conductor

	
Gustavo Dudamel – special guest conductor

	Sandy DeCrescent – music contractor

	
Sally Stevens[image: External link] – vocal contractor




	Management




	Mark Graham – music librarian

	Scott Holtzman – legal advisor, music business affairs

	Mitchell Leib – executive in charge of music

	Marc Shaw – legal advisor, music business affairs

	Steve Sterling – package design




	Technical




	Ramiro Belgardt – music editor

	
Shawn Murphy[image: External link] – score engineer / scoring mixer

	John Traunwieser – score mixing assistant

	Robert Wolff – scoring editor

	Patricia Sullivan – mastering




	

	Orchestration




	Luke Flynn – music preparation

	Mark Graham – head of music preparation

	Paul S. Henning – score preparation/orchestration

	Riley Hughes – music preparation

	Gregory Jamrok – music preparation

	
Randy Kerber[image: External link] – musician: keyboards

	Andrew Rowan – music preparation

	Steven L. Smith – music preparation

	Chris Westlake – music consultant

	Joe Zimmerman – music preparation











[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Additional music




Additional music featured in The Force Awakens:[31]



	Title
	Musician(s)
	Key Scenes/Notes



	"Jabba Flow"
	
Lin-Manuel Miranda, J. J. Abrams

	Performed by Shag Kava, a musical moniker for Miranda and Abrams. Plays as the main characters enter Maz Kanata's castle.[32] The song was released as a single on May 4, 2016.[33]




	"Dobra Doompa"
	Lin-Manuel Miranda, J. J. Abrams
	Performed by Shag Kava. Plays after "Jabba Flow" in Kanata's castle.[32]
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 Charts






	Chart (2015–16)
	Peak

position



	Australian Albums ( ARIA[image: External link])[34]

	24



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria[image: External link])[35]

	29



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Flanders)[36]

	19



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Wallonia)[37]

	46



	
Canadian Albums[image: External link] ( Billboard[image: External link])[38]

	11



	Danish Albums ( Hitlisten[image: External link])[39]

	40



	Dutch Albums ( MegaCharts[image: External link])[40]

	26



	French Albums ( SNEP[image: External link])[41]

	47



	Hungarian Albums ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[42]

	15



	Irish Albums ( IRMA[image: External link])[43]

	37



	Italian Albums ( FIMI[image: External link])[44]

	64



	New Zealand Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[45]

	38



	Polish Albums ( ZPAV[image: External link])[46]

	19



	Spanish Albums ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])[47]

	20



	Swedish Albums ( Sverigetopplistan[image: External link])[48]

	42



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade[image: External link])[49]

	27



	UK Albums ( OCC[image: External link])[50]

	25



	UK Soundtrack Albums ( VG-lista[image: External link])[51]

	1



	US Billboard 200[image: External link][28]

	5
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Creative Consultant






Creative consultant is a credit that has - particularly in the past - been given to screenwriters[image: External link] who have consulted[image: External link] on a movie screenplay[image: External link]. Those given this credit in the television field work closely with an executive producer[image: External link] and head writer[image: External link]/ showrunner[image: External link]. They are involved in the writing process (proposing and editing story outlines/scripts). Sometimes they are given the credit of executive consultant, story consultant or script consultant.

"Creative consultant" is not listed by the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] as one of its standard credits[image: External link] to be given to writers in television and film. The WGA discourages the use of credits not included on their list and requires that a waiver be obtained in order to credit someone as a creative consultant in television or film.[1] Tom Mankiewicz[image: External link]'s credit as Creative Consultant for the 1978 film Superman[image: External link] appeared after the writers' credits, leading to a dispute which Mankiewicz ultimately won. In 1993, the producers[image: External link] of Ace Ventura: Pet Detective[image: External link] were fined by the WGA for giving writer Steve Oedekerk[image: External link] a creative consultant credit.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Notable creative consultants


	
Kay Alden[image: External link] (All My Children[image: External link], One Life to Live[image: External link], and General Hospital[image: External link])

	
William J. Bell[image: External link] (Days of Our Lives[image: External link])

	
James L. Brooks[image: External link] (executive creative consultant, The Simpsons[image: External link])

	
Constance M. Burge[image: External link] ( Charmed[image: External link])

	
Betty Corday[image: External link] (The Young and the Restless[image: External link])

	
Brian Frons[image: External link] (All My Children and One Life to Live)

	
Vince Gilligan[image: External link] (The X-Files[image: External link])

	
Matt Groening[image: External link] (The Simpsons[image: External link])

	
Bill Hader (South Park[image: External link])

	
Kevin James[image: External link] (The King Of Queens[image: External link])

	
Lynn Marie Latham[image: External link] (The Young and the Restless[image: External link])

	
Harding Lemay[image: External link] (Guiding Light[image: External link])

	
Sally Sussman Morina[image: External link] (The Young and the Restless[image: External link])

	
Agnes Nixon[image: External link] ( Loving[image: External link])

	
Bob Odenkirk[image: External link] (Tim and Eric Awesome Show Great Job[image: External link])

	
Gene Roddenberry[image: External link] (Star Trek: The Animated Series[image: External link]; films Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan[image: External link], Star Trek III: The Search for Spock[image: External link], Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home[image: External link], Star Trek V: The Final Frontier[image: External link])
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Emirate of Abu Dhabi






The Emirate of Abu Dhabi (/,aebu: 'da:bi /[image: External link], /,a:- /[image: External link], or /-'dae- /[image: External link];[3][4] Arabic[image: External link]: إمارة أبوظبي‎‎ Imārat Abū Ẓaby, pronounced [ʔabuː ˈðˤɑbi][image: External link]),[3] is one of seven emirates[image: External link] that constitute the United Arab Emirates (UAE). It is the largest emirate[image: External link] by area (67,340 km2), accounting for approximately 87 percent of the total land area of the federation. Abu Dhabi also has the largest population of the seven emirates. In June 2011, it was estimated to be 2,120,700 people, of which, 439,100 people (less than 21%) were Emirati citizens,[1] which has risen to 2.3 million in 2012.[5]

Abu Dhabi[image: External link] is the capital city of the emirate, after which it is named, as well as the capital of the federation.

Abu Dhabi’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) estimates, in 2014, amounted to ( EUR[image: External link] 0.24 tril.) AED 960 billion at current prices. Mining and quarrying (includes crude oil and natural gas) accounts for the largest contribution to GDP (58.5 per cent in 2011). Construction related industries are the next largest contributor (10.1 per cent in 2011).[1] GDP grew to AED 911.6 billion in 2012, or over 100,000 USD per capita.[5]

In recent times, the Emirate of Abu Dhabi has continuously contributed around 60 per cent of the GDP of the United Arab Emirates, while its population constitutes only 34 per cent of the total UAE population according to the 2005 census.[6]

In the early 1970s, two important developments helped the emirate achieve leaps on the path of development. The first was the establishment of the United Arab Emirates in December 1971 with Abu Dhabi as its political and administrative capital. The second was the sharp increase in oil prices following the October 1973 War, which accompanied a change in the relationship between the oil countries and foreign oil companies, leading to a dramatic rise in oil revenues.[6]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Etymology




"Dhabi" is the Arabic name of a particular species of native gazelle that was once common in the Arabian region. Abu Dhabi means father of the "Dhabi" (gazelle). It is thought that this name came about because of the abundance of Gazelles in the area and a folk tale involving Shakhbut bin Dhiyab al Nahyan[image: External link].[7]
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 History




Parts of Abu Dhabi were settled as far back as the 3rd millennium BC and its early history fits the nomadic herding and fishing pattern typical of the broader region. Modern Abu Dhabi traces its origins to the rise of an important tribal confederation, the Bani Yas[image: External link], in the late 18th century, which also assumed control of Dubai[image: External link]. In the 19th century the Dubai and Abu Dhabi branches parted ways.

Into the mid-20th century, the economy of Abu Dhabi continued to be sustained mainly by camel[image: External link] herding, production of dates[image: External link] and vegetables at the inland oases[image: External link] of Al-`Ain and Liwa[image: External link], and fishing and pearl[image: External link] diving off the coast of Abu Dhabi city, which was occupied mainly during the summer months. Most dwellings in Abu Dhabi city were, at this time, constructed of palm[image: External link] fronds (barasti), with the wealthier families occupying mud huts[image: External link]. The growth of the cultured pearl industry in the first half of the twentieth century created hardship for residents of Abu Dhabi as pearls represented the largest export and main source of cash earnings.

In 1939, Sheikh[image: External link] Shakhbut Bin-Sultan Al Nahyan[image: External link] granted petroleum concessions, and oil was first found in 1958. At first, oil money had a marginal impact. A few low-rise concrete buildings were erected, and the first paved road was completed in 1961, but Sheikh Shakbut, uncertain whether the new oil royalties would last, took a cautious approach, preferring to save the revenue rather than investing it in development.

His brother, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan[image: External link], saw that oil wealth had the potential to transform Abu Dhabi. The ruling Al Nahyan family decided that Sheikh Zayed should replace his brother as ruler and carry out his vision of developing the country. On August 6, 1966, with the assistance of the British, Sheikh Zayed became the new ruler.[8]

With the announcement by the UK in 1968 that it would withdraw from the Persian Gulf area by 1971, Sheikh Zayed became the main driving force behind the formation of the United Arab Emirates.

After the Emirates gained independence in 1971, oil wealth continued to flow to the area and traditional mud-brick huts were rapidly replaced with banks, boutiques and modern highrises.

At present, Abu Dhabi boasts what is estimated to be the world's highest absolute and per-capita[citation needed[image: External link]] level of sovereign wealth funds, calculated at USD 1,000,000 per a local national inhabitant.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Geography




The United Arab Emirates is located in the oil-rich and strategic Persian Gulf region. It adjoins the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia[image: External link] and the Sultanate of Oman[image: External link].

Abu Dhabi is located in the far west and southwest part of the United Arab Emirates along the southern coast of the Persian Gulf between latitudes 22°40’ and around 25° north and longitudes 51° and around 56° east.[1] It borders[image: External link] the emirate of Dubai[image: External link] and emirate of Sharjah[image: External link] to its north.

The total area of the Emirate is 67,340 square kilometres, occupying about 87% of the total area of the UAE, excluding islands. The territorial waters of the Emirate embrace about 200 islands off its 700 kilometres coastline. The topography of the Emirate is dominated by low-lying sandy terrain dotted with sand dunes exceeding 300 metres in height in some areas southwards. The eastern part of the Emirate borders the western fringes of Al-Hajar Mountains. Hafeet Mountain[image: External link], Abu Dhabi’s highest elevation, rising about 1,300 metres, is located south of Al Ain[image: External link] city.[1]

Land cultivation and irrigation for agriculture and forestation over the past decade has increased the size of "green" areas in the emirate to about 5% of the total land area, including parks and roadside plantations. About 1.2% of the total land area is used for agriculture. A small part of the land area is covered by mountains, containing several caves. The coastal area contains pockets of wetland and mangrove colonies. Abu Dhabi also has dozens of islands, mostly small and uninhabited, some of which have been designated as sanctuaries for wildlife.[9]
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 Climate




The emirate is located in the tropical dry region. The Tropic of Cancer runs through the southern part of the Emirate, giving its climate an arid nature characterised by high temperatures throughout the year, and a very hot summer. The Emirate’s high summer (June to August) temperatures are associated with high relative humidity, especially in coastal areas. Abu Dhabi has warm winters with occasionally low temperatures. The air temperatures show variations between the coastal strip, the desert interior and areas of higher elevation, which together make up the topography of the Emirate.

Abu Dhabi receives scant rainfall but totals vary greatly from year to year. Seasonal northerly winds blow across the country, helping to ameliorate the weather, when they are not laden with dust, in addition to the brief moisture laden south-easterly winds. The winds often vary between southerly, south-easterly, westerly, northerly and north westerly. Another characteristic of the Emirate’s weather is the high rate of evaporation of water due to several factors, namely high temperature, wind speed, and low rainfall.[1]

The oasis city of Al Ain[image: External link], about 150 km (93 mi) away, bordering Oman, regularly records the highest summer temperatures in the country; however, the dry desert air and cooler evenings make it a traditional retreat from the intense summer heat and year-round humidity of the capital city.[10]
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 Demographics




The extraordinary increase in population in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi during the past half century has made the size, structure and distribution of the population a key concern for future development.

The population of Abu Dhabi reached 1.968 million in mid-2010, with an average annual growth rate of 9.6% since 1960 - among the highest in the world. The total population has increased 99 times in 50 years. The number of citizens increased 39 times and Non-citizens 173 times in the half century from 1960 to 2010. The most important reason behind the increase in the population growth of citizens is the increase in naturalization, while immigration constitutes the main factor in increasing the population overall.[6]

The resident population of the Abu Dhabi Emirate exceeded 2 million people in 2011. In mid-year 2011 the estimated population in Abu Dhabi Region was 1.31 million (61.8%), Al Ain Region 0.58 million (27.6%), and Al Gharbia 0.23 million (10.6%), making the total mid-year population for the Abu Dhabi Emirate 2.12 million.[11]

In Abu Dhabi, fertility is higher than most developed regions of the world, and mortality remains extremely low. In 2011, Crude Birth Rates and Crude Death Rates among Citizens were 15.1 births per 1,000 people and 1.4 deaths per 1,000 people respectively.[11]



	Selected demographic indicators 2011



	Total population (mid-year estimate)
	2,120,700
	persons



	Males
	1,499,800
	persons



	Females
	620,900
	persons



	Age dependency ratio
	22.4
	



	Age dependency ratio, old
	1.1
	



	Age dependency ratio, young
	21.3
	



	Urban population
	1,292,800
	persons



	Rural population
	827,900
	persons



	Percentage of the population residing in rural areas
	39.0
	 %



	Average annual population growth rate (2005- 2011)
	7.7
	 %



	General fertility rate
	80.3
	births per 1000 women aged 15 – 49 years



	Crude birth rate
	15.1
	per 1000 population



	Crude death rate
	1.4
	per 1000 population



	Infant mortality rate
	6.3
	per 1000 live births



	Under 5 mortality rate
	8.5
	per 1000 live births



	Life expectancy at birth for females
	70
	years



	Life expectancy at birth for males
	69
	years



	Singulate median age at first marriage for males
	26.7
	years



	Singulate median age at first marriage for females
	25.7
	years
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 Government




The emirate's political form is an absolutist, hereditary monarchy. The law is based mainly on the sharia[image: External link]. Head of state is HRH[image: External link] Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan[image: External link]. He is a son of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan[image: External link], the first president of the United Arab Emirates. The Qasr al-Hosn[image: External link] was the palace-fort and seat of government of the rulers of Abu Dhabi from ca. 1760/1790 to 1966.

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan[image: External link] wields considerable influence as head of the Executive Council[image: External link] and as deputy supreme commander of the armed forces of the federation.[12] The executive council is the government of the emirate. The crown prince is assisted in his duties by the Crown Prince's Court[image: External link], or Diwan. The total number of members of the Executive Council has been slimmed down to 98 since the succession and it now consists largely of prominent members of the ruling family as well as a number of respected politicians.[13]

Under the executive council are various separate departments, which operate as ministries, such as the Education Council[image: External link], Urban Planning Council[image: External link], and the Regulation and Supervision Bureau[image: External link]. There are also a number of autonomous agencies, such as the environmental agency, Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority[image: External link], authority for culture and heritage, and the health authority.[14]

On the federal level, all emirates maintain their hereditary rulers who, as a group, form the federal Supreme Council of Rulers, headed by the president. Although the presidency is renewable every five years through a vote in the council, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan held the presidency from the formation of the UAE until his death in November 2004, and there is an implicit understanding that Abu Dhabi’s ruler will always be elected president.[13]

Although no elected parliament exists, the traditional majlis[image: External link] is a form of popular consultation and political participation. The open assembly is held by the emir and members of the royal family, in which any citizen has the right to come and voice their concerns openly.[14]

On the municipal level, each one has their local government under the umbrella of the Department of Municipal Affairs[image: External link] such as Abu Dhabi capital district, the Western Region Municipality[image: External link], and the Eastern Region Municipality.

State finances are mainly through the sale of oil. Any excess reserves are managed by the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority[image: External link], which invests the money into various government projects.
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 Economy




Abu Dhabi GDP estimates in 2011 amounted to AED 806,031 million at current prices, compared with AED 620,316 million at current prices in 2010. This represents an annual growth rate of 29.9 per cent in 2011.

Accordingly, the annual per capita gross domestic product amounted to AED 380.1 thousand in 2011. The total fixed capital formation was AED 199,001 million in 2011, while compensation of employees amounted to AED 124,960 million in the same year.

The main activities contributing to economic growth (GDP at constant prices) in 2011 were “Mining and quarrying” (including crude oil and natural gas), “Financial and insurance” and “Manufacturing” with increases of 9.4 per cent, 10.5 per cent and 9.8 per cent respectively.

Commodity imports through the ports of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi were valued at AED 116.4 billion in 2011 compared with AED 86.6 billion in 2010. The main imports during 2011 were machinery and base metals, which accounted for 50.7 per cent of the total value of imports. The United States of America[image: External link] was the main country for imports, from which the Emirate received imports worth AED 13.4 billion.

Non-oil exports were valued at AED 11.5 billion, with transport equipment and base metals contributing 61.5 per cent of the total. Canada was the top destination of Abu Dhabi non-oil exports, receiving goods worth AED 2.6 billion from the Emirate in 2011.[1]

Mina' Zayid[image: External link] is the main port of Abu Dhabi through which the goods flow.



	Foreign Trade Statistics through the ports of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi (Million AED)



	Item
	2005
	2009
	2010
	2011



	Total trade
	226,339.5
	308,699.4
	387,275.7*
	532,858.0*



	Total exports
	191,125.2
	214,827.2
	300,702.1*
	416,484.0*



	Oil, gas and oil products
	184,711.7
	196,632.2
	278,105.4*
	393,439.0*



	Non-oil exports
	3,186.4
	9,500.8
	11,610.8
	11,478.0



	Re-exports
	3,227.1
	8,694.2
	10,985.9
	11,567.0



	Imports
	35,214.3
	93,872.2
	86,573.7
	116,374.0



	Net trade in goods
	155,910.9
	120,955.0
	214,128.4*
	300,110.0*



	* Preliminary estimates




The Emirate of Abu Dhabi exported 747.2 million barrels of crude oil in 2010. Japan, the top importer, received around 35.6 per cent of the Emirate’s total crude oil exports. In 2011, the Emirate exported 10.0 million metric tons of refined petroleum products, of which the Netherlands bought 16.9 per cent, followed by Japan, which purchased 13.9 per cent. One of the main oil pipelines is the Habshan–Fujairah oil pipeline[image: External link].

Emirate of Abu Dhabi LNG exports increased by AED 2,973.0 million in 2011 compared with 2010, reaching AED 17,128.2 million. Japan topped the list of importers by 98.4 per cent of the LNG exports value, followed by India by 1.0 per cent in 2011. The Emirate imported 828,093.9 million cubic feet of natural gas in 2011, at a daily average of 2,268.8 million cubic feet.

Inflation rate in 2011 was 1.9 per cent. This was a result of an increase in the CPI from 119.3 points in 2010 to 121.6 points in 2011.[1]

The National Bank of Abu Dhabi[image: External link] (NBAD) is the largest lender bank in the emirate and the second largest lender in the federation. NBAD has the largest market capitalization among UAE banks.

The government has put in efforts to diversify the economy and invest into other areas such as the service and tourism industry. The capital city has seen various construction projects and the opening of shopping malls. The opening of the Emirates Palace[image: External link] marked the opening of the most expensive hotel ever built. The annual Abu Dhabi Grand Prix[image: External link] is a Formula One[image: External link] motor race held in the capital city, which further attracts tourists. Apart from the capital city, the Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge[image: External link] is held in the countryside and the tourism board is trying to highlight other places in the emirate.
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 Postage stamps




Main article: Postage stamps of Abu Dhabi[image: External link]


The emirate issued its own stamps from 1964 to 1972. They have become philatelic[image: External link] collectors' items.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sub-Divisions




Abu Dhabi is divided into 3 Municipal Regions:


	
Abu Dhabi[image: External link] Central Capital District

	
Al Ain[image: External link] (Eastern Region)

	
Al Gharbia[image: External link] (Western Region)
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 Towns and cities




The capital city Abu Dhabi has seen new construction of modern high rises, tall office and apartment buildings, and busy shops.

Other urban centres in the emirate are Al 'Ain[image: External link] oasis, Baniyas and Ruwais[image: External link]. Al-`Ain is an agglomeration of several villages scattered around a desert oasis; today it is the site of the national university, UAEU. Al-`Ain is billed as the Garden City of the UAE.
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 Main cities and towns





	Abu Dhabi

	Abu al Abyad[image: External link]

	Al Ain

	Al Shahama

	Al Tawelah

	Al Shalelah

	Al-Aryam Island[image: External link]

	Al Shamkha

	Bani Yas City

	Ghayathi[image: External link]

	Ghantoot

	Habshan[image: External link]

	Al Wathba[image: External link]

	Al Mu'azaz

	Al Ad'la

	Swehan

	Halat Al Bahrani

	Khalifa Port[image: External link]

	Liwa Oasis[image: External link]

	Madinat Zayed[image: External link]

	Marabe al Dhafra

	Marawah[image: External link]

	Port Zayed[image: External link]

	Ruwais[image: External link]

	Sila[image: External link]

	Sir Bani Yas[image: External link]

	Tarif[image: External link]
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 Transport




Abu Dhabi International Airport[image: External link] (AUH) and Al Ain International Airport[image: External link] (AAN) serve the emirate. The local time is GMT[image: External link] + 4 hours. Private vehicles and taxis are the primary means of transportation in the city, although public buses, run by the Abu Dhabi Municipality, are available, but mostly used by the lower-income population. There are bus routes to nearby towns such as Baniyas, Habashan and the garden city of the UAE, Al-`Ain, among others. There is a newer service started in 2005 between Abu Dhabi and the commercial city of Dubai[image: External link] (about 160 km away).
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 Schools and universities




All private and public schools in the emirate come under the authority of the Abu Dhabi Education Council[image: External link], while other emirates continue to work under the federal Ministry of Education.

Schools and universities in Abu Dhabi:


	Zayed University[image: External link]

	Paris-Sorbonne University Abu Dhabi[image: External link]

	Sherwood Academy CBSE

	Sherwood Academy IGCSC

	Merryland International, Musaffah

	Bright Kids Nursery, Muroor Street

	
Masdar Institute of Science and Technology[image: External link] (research oriented graduate-level university)

	The Petroleum Institute[image: External link]

	
Abu Dhabi Men's College[image: External link] (a campus of The Higher Colleges of Technology[image: External link])

	
Abu Dhabi Women's College[image: External link] (a campus of The Higher Colleges of Technology[image: External link])

	Abu Dhabi University[image: External link]

	Jarn yafoor Middle School

	
INSEAD[image: External link] Centre in Abu Dhabi

	Strathclyde Business School (MSc/MBA)

	AAESS[image: External link]

	Abu Dhabi Indian School[image: External link]

	St.Joseph's School

	Emirates Future International Academy[image: External link]

	Indian Islahi Islamic School

	Al-Noor Indian Islamic School

	The American International School in Abu Dhabi[image: External link]

	
Emirates College for Advanced Education[image: External link] (ECAE)

	New York Institute of Technology[image: External link]

	International School of Choueifat, Abu Dhabi[image: External link]

	Shaikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Bangladesh Islamia School[image: External link]

	Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Arab Pakistani School (Kindergarten through 12th grade FSC)

	
Islamia English School[image: External link] (Kindergarten through 12th grade FSC, IGCSE : O Levels and A Levels also offered)

	Al Nahda National Schools (Boys' and Girls' school O Levels, A Levels, American High school system)

	The Cambridge High School

	The British School – Al Khubairat

	Abu Dhabi Grammar School (Canada)

	Abu Dhabi International School

	First Steps School Nursery

	International Community School

	Our Own English High School

	The American Community School of Abu Dhabi[image: External link]

	The British School[image: External link]

	Raha International School

	New York University Abu Dhabi[image: External link]

	The Glenelg School of Abu Dhabi

	The Elite Private School

	
Khalifa University[image: External link] of Science, Technology and Research(KUSTAR)

	
Al Bateen Secondary School[image: External link] (British Curriculum)

	Al Yasmina School

	Al Mushrif

	GEMS American Academy

	Emirates National School
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Iceland






This article is about the country. For other uses, see Iceland (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Ísland" redirects here. For other uses, see Island (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Iceland ( i[image: External link]/'aIslend /[image: External link]; Icelandic[image: External link]: Ísland pronounced:  [ˈistlant][image: External link])[7] is a Nordic[image: External link] island country[image: External link] in the North Atlantic Ocean[image: External link]. It has a population of 332,529 and an area of 103,000 km2 (40,000 sq mi), making it the most sparsely populated country in Europe.[8] The capital and largest city is Reykjavík[image: External link]. Reykjavík and the surrounding areas in the southwest of the country are home to over two-thirds of the population. Iceland is volcanically[image: External link] and geologically active[image: External link]. The interior consists of a plateau characterised by sand and lava fields[image: External link], mountains and glaciers, while many glacial rivers[image: External link] flow to the sea through the lowlands. Iceland is warmed by the Gulf Stream[image: External link] and has a temperate climate, despite a high latitude just outside the Arctic Circle[image: External link]. Its high latitude and marine influence still keeps summers chilly, with most of the archipelago having a tundra climate[image: External link].

According to the ancient manuscript Landnámabók[image: External link], the settlement of Iceland[image: External link] began in the year 874 AD when the Norwegian[image: External link] chieftain Ingólfr Arnarson[image: External link] became the first permanent settler on the island.[9] In the following centuries, Norwegians[image: External link], and to a lesser extent other Scandinavians[image: External link], emigrated to Iceland, bringing with them thralls[image: External link] of Gaelic[image: External link] origin. The island was governed as an independent commonwealth[image: External link] under the Althing[image: External link], one of the world's oldest functioning legislative assemblies. Following a period of civil strife[image: External link], Iceland acceded to Norwegian rule in the 13th century. The establishment of the Kalmar Union in 1397 united the kingdoms of Norway, Denmark and Sweden. Iceland thus followed Norway's integration to that Union and came under Danish rule after Sweden's secession from that union in 1523. Although the Danish kingdom introduced Lutheranism forcefully in 1550, Iceland remained a distant semi-colonial territory in which Danish institutions and infrastructures were conspicuous by their absence. In the wake of the French revolution and the Napoleonic wars, Iceland's struggle for independence took form and culminated in independence in 1918[image: External link] and the founding of a republic in 1944[image: External link]. Until the 20th century, Iceland relied largely on subsistence fishing and agriculture, and was among the poorest in Europe. Industrialisation of the fisheries and Marshall Plan[image: External link] aid following World War II[image: External link] brought prosperity, and Iceland became one of the wealthiest and most developed nations in the world. In 1994, it became a part of the European Economic Area[image: External link], which further diversified the economy into sectors such as finance, biotechnology, and manufacturing.

Iceland has a market economy[image: External link] with relatively low taxes compared to other OECD[image: External link] countries.[10] It maintains a Nordic social welfare system[image: External link] that provides universal health care[image: External link] and tertiary education for its citizens.[11] Iceland ranks high in economic, political and social stability and equality. In 2013, it was ranked as the 13th most-developed country[image: External link] in the world by the United Nations' Human Development Index[image: External link].[6] Iceland runs almost completely on renewable energy[image: External link]. Affected by the ongoing worldwide financial crisis[image: External link], the nation's entire banking system systemically failed[image: External link] in October 2008, leading to a severe depression[image: External link], substantial political unrest[image: External link], the Icesave dispute[image: External link], and the institution of capital controls[image: External link]. Some bankers were jailed.[12] Since then, the economy has made a significant recovery, in large part due to a surge in tourism[image: External link].[13][14][15]

Icelandic culture[image: External link] is founded upon the nation's Scandinavian heritage. Most Icelanders are descendants of Germanic[image: External link] and Gaelic[image: External link] settlers. Icelandic[image: External link], a North Germanic language[image: External link], is descended from Old Norse[image: External link] and is closely related to Faroese[image: External link] and West Norwegian dialects[image: External link]. The country's cultural heritage includes traditional Icelandic cuisine[image: External link], Icelandic literature[image: External link] and medieval sagas[image: External link]. Iceland has the smallest population of any NATO member[image: External link] and is the only one with no standing army[image: External link], its lightly armed coast guard[image: External link] being in charge of defence.[16]
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 History




Main articles: History of Iceland[image: External link] and Timeline of Icelandic history[image: External link]
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 Settlement and Commonwealth 874–1262




See also: Settlement of Iceland[image: External link], Icelandic Commonwealth[image: External link], and Christianisation of Iceland[image: External link]


According to both Landnámabók[image: External link] and Íslendingabók[image: External link], Celtic monks known as the Papar[image: External link] lived in Iceland before Scandinavian settlers arrived, possibly members of a Hiberno-Scottish mission[image: External link]. Recent archaeological[image: External link] excavations have revealed the ruins of a cabin in Hafnir[image: External link] on the Reykjanes peninsula[image: External link]. Carbon dating[image: External link] indicates that it was abandoned sometime between 770 and 880.[17] In 2016, archeologists uncovered a longhouse[image: External link] in Stöðvarfjörður[image: External link] that has been dated to as early as the year 800.[18]

Swedish Viking explorer Garðar Svavarsson[image: External link] was the first to circumnavigate Iceland in 870 and establish that it was an island.[19] He stayed over winter and built a house in Húsavík[image: External link]. Garðar departed the following summer but one of his men, Náttfari[image: External link], decided to stay behind with two slaves. Náttfari settled in what is now known as Náttfaravík and he and his slaves became the first permanent residents of Iceland.[20][21]

The Norwegian-Norse chieftain Ingólfr Arnarson[image: External link] built his homestead in present-day Reykjavík[image: External link] in the year 874. Ingólfr was followed by many other emigrant settlers, largely Scandinavians and their thralls[image: External link], many of whom were Irish or Scottish.[22] By 930, most arable land[image: External link] on the island had been claimed; the Althing[image: External link], a legislative and judicial assembly, was initiated to regulate the Icelandic Commonwealth. Lack of arable land also served impetus to the settlement of Greenland[image: External link] starting in 986.[23] The period of these early settlements coincided with the Medieval Warm Period[image: External link], when temperatures were similar to those of the early 20th century.[24] At this time, about 25% of Iceland was covered with forest, compared to 1% in the present day.[25] Christianity was adopted by consensus[image: External link] around 999–1000, although Norse paganism[image: External link] persisted among some segments of the population for some years afterwards.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 The Middle Ages




See also: Age of the Sturlungs[image: External link]


The Icelandic Commonwealth[image: External link] lasted until the 13th century, when the political system devised by the original settlers proved unable to cope with the increasing power of Icelandic chieftains.[26] The internal struggles and civil strife of the Age of the Sturlungs[image: External link] led to the signing of the Old Covenant[image: External link] in 1262, which ended the Commonwealth and brought Iceland under the Norwegian crown. Possession of Iceland passed from the Norwegian Empire[image: External link] to the Kalmar Union[image: External link] in 1415, when the kingdoms of Norway, Denmark and Sweden[image: External link] were united. After the break-up of the union in 1523, it remained a Norwegian dependency, as a part of Denmark–Norway[image: External link].

In the ensuing centuries, Iceland became one of the poorest countries in Europe. Infertile soil, volcanic eruptions, deforestation and an unforgiving climate made for harsh life in a society where subsistence depended almost entirely on agriculture. The Black Death[image: External link] swept Iceland twice, first in 1402–1404 and again in 1494–1495.[27] The former outbreak killed 50% to 60% of the population, and the latter 30% to 50%.[28]
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 Reformation and the Early Modern period




See also: Icelandic Reformation[image: External link], Danish-Icelandic Trade Monopoly[image: External link], and Móðuharðindin[image: External link]


Around the middle of the 16th century, as part of the Protestant Reformation[image: External link], King Christian III of Denmark[image: External link] began to impose Lutheranism[image: External link] on all his subjects. Jón Arason[image: External link], the last Catholic bishop of Hólar[image: External link], was beheaded in 1550 along with two of his sons. The country subsequently became officially Lutheran and Lutheranism has since remained the dominant religion.

In the 17th and 18th centuries, Denmark imposed harsh trade restrictions[image: External link] on Iceland. Natural disasters, including volcanic eruption and disease, contributed to a decreasing population. Pirates from several countries, including the Barbary Coast[image: External link], raided its coastal settlements and abducted people into slavery.[29][30] A great smallpox[image: External link] epidemic in the 18th century killed around a third of the population.[31][32] In 1783 the Laki[image: External link] volcano erupted, with devastating effects.[33] In the years following the eruption, known as the Mist Hardships[image: External link] (Icelandic: Móðuharðindin), over half of all livestock died in the country. Around a quarter of the population died in the ensuing famine[image: External link].[34]
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 Independence movement 1814–1918




See also: Icelandic independence movement[image: External link] and Fjölnir (journal)[image: External link]


In 1814, following the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], Denmark-Norway was broken up into two separate kingdoms via the Treaty of Kiel[image: External link] but Iceland remained a Danish dependency. Throughout the 19th century, the country's climate continued to grow colder, resulting in mass emigration to the New World[image: External link], particularly to the region of Gimli[image: External link], Manitoba[image: External link] in Canada[image: External link], which was sometimes referred to as New Iceland[image: External link]. About 15,000 people emigrated, out of a total population of 70,000.[35]

A national consciousness arose in the first half of the 19th century, inspired by romantic[image: External link] and nationalist[image: External link] ideas from mainland Europe[image: External link]. An Icelandic independence movement took shape in the 1850s under the leadership of Jón Sigurðsson[image: External link], based on the burgeoning Icelandic nationalism inspired by the Fjölnismenn[image: External link] and other Danish-educated Icelandic intellectuals. In 1874, Denmark granted Iceland a constitution and limited home rule. This was expanded in 1904, and Hannes Hafstein[image: External link] served as the first Minister for Iceland[image: External link] in the Danish cabinet.
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 Kingdom of Iceland 1918–1944




See also: Kingdom of Iceland[image: External link], Invasion of Iceland[image: External link], and Iceland in World War II[image: External link]


The Danish–Icelandic Act of Union[image: External link], an agreement with Denmark signed on 1 December 1918 and valid for 25 years, recognised Iceland as a fully sovereign state in a personal union[image: External link] with Denmark. The Government of Iceland established an embassy in Copenhagen and requested that Denmark handle Icelandic foreign policy. Danish embassies around the world displayed two coats of arms and two flags: those of the Kingdom of Denmark and those of the Kingdom of Iceland[image: External link].

During World War II, Iceland joined Denmark in asserting neutrality. After the German occupation of Denmark[image: External link] on 9 April 1940, the Althing replaced the King with a regent and declared that the Icelandic government would take control of foreign affairs and other matters previously handled by Denmark. A month later, British armed forces invaded and occupied the country[image: External link], violating Icelandic neutrality[image: External link]. In 1941, the occupation was taken over by the United States so that Britain could use its troops elsewhere.
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 Independent republic 1944–present




See also: Founding of the Republic of Iceland[image: External link], Iceland in the Cold War[image: External link], and Cod Wars[image: External link]


On 31 December 1943, the Danish–Icelandic Act of Union[image: External link] expired after 25 years. Beginning on 20 May 1944, Icelanders voted in a four-day plebiscite on whether to terminate the personal union with Denmark, abolish the monarchy, and establish a republic. The vote was 97% to end the union, and 95% in favour of the new republican constitution.[36] Iceland formally became a republic on 17 June 1944, with Sveinn Björnsson[image: External link] as its first president.

In 1946, the Allied occupation force left Iceland. The nation formally became a member of NATO[image: External link] on 30 March 1949, amid domestic controversy and riots[image: External link]. On 5 May 1951, a defence agreement was signed with the United States. American troops returned to Iceland as the Iceland Defence Force[image: External link], and remained throughout the Cold War[image: External link]. The US withdrew the last of its forces on 30 September 2006.

Iceland had prospered during the war. The immediate post-war period was followed by substantial economic growth[image: External link], driven by industrialisation of the fishing industry and the US Marshall Plan[image: External link] programme, through which Icelanders received the most aid per capita of any European country (at USD 209, with the war-ravaged Netherlands[image: External link] a distant second at USD 109).[37][38]

The 1970s were marked by the Cod Wars[image: External link] — several disputes with the United Kingdom[image: External link] over Iceland's extension of its fishing limits to 200 miles offshore. Iceland hosted a summit in Reykjavík in 1986[image: External link] between United States President Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev[image: External link], during which they took significant steps toward nuclear disarmament[image: External link]. A few years later, Iceland became the first country to recognize the independence of Estonia[image: External link], Latvia[image: External link], and Lithuania[image: External link] as they broke away[image: External link] from the USSR. Throughout the 1990s, the country expanded its international role and developed a foreign policy oriented toward humanitarian and peacekeeping causes. To that end, Iceland provided aid and expertise to various NATO-led interventions in Bosnia[image: External link], Kosovo[image: External link], and Iraq[image: External link].[39]

Iceland joined the European Economic Area[image: External link] in 1994, after which the economy was greatly diversified and liberalised. International economic relations increased further after 2001, when Iceland's newly deregulated banks began to raise massive amounts of external debt[image: External link], contributing to a 32% increase in Iceland's gross national income[image: External link] between 2002 and 2007.[40][41]
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 Economic boom and crisis




Further information: 2008–2011 Icelandic financial crisis[image: External link] and 2009 Icelandic financial crisis protests[image: External link]


In the years 2003–2007, following the privatisation of the banking sector under the government of Davíð Oddsson[image: External link], Iceland moved toward having an economy based on international investment banking and financial services.[42] It was quickly becoming one of the most prosperous countries in the world but was hit hard by a major financial crisis[image: External link].[42] The crisis resulted in the greatest migration from Iceland since 1887, with a net emigration of 5,000 people in 2009.[43] Iceland's economy stabilised under the government of Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir[image: External link], and grew by 1.6% in 2012.[44] Many Icelanders, however, have remained unhappy with the state of the economy and government austerity policies. The centre-right Independence Party[image: External link] was returned to power in coalition with the Progressive Party[image: External link] in the 2013 elections.[45]
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 Geography




For more details on this topic, see Geography of Iceland[image: External link].

Iceland is at the juncture of the North Atlantic and Arctic Oceans. The main island is entirely south of the Arctic Circle[image: External link], which passes through the small Icelandic island of Grímsey[image: External link] off the main island's northern coast. The country lies between latitudes 63[image: External link] and 68°N[image: External link], and longitudes 25[image: External link] and 13°W[image: External link].

Iceland is closer to continental Europe[image: External link] than to mainland North America; thus, the island is generally included in Europe for historical, political, cultural, and practical reasons. Geologically, the island includes parts of both continental plates. The closest body of land is Greenland[image: External link] (290 km, 180 mi). The closest bodies of land in Europe are the Faroe Islands[image: External link] (420 km, 260 mi); Jan Mayen[image: External link] Island (570 km, 350 mi); Shetland[image: External link] and the Outer Hebrides[image: External link], both about 740 km (460 mi); and the Scottish mainland and Orkney[image: External link], both about 750 km (470 mi). The mainland of Norway is about 970 km (600 mi) away.

Iceland is the world's 18th largest island[image: External link], and Europe's second-largest island after Great Britain. The main island is 101,826 km2 (39,315 sq mi), but the entire country is 103,000 km2 (39,768.5 sq mi) in size, of which 62.7% is tundra[image: External link]. About 30 minor islands are in Iceland, including the lightly populated Grímsey and the Vestmannaeyjar[image: External link] archipelago. Lakes and glaciers cover 14.3% of its surface; only 23% is vegetated.[46] The largest lakes are Þórisvatn[image: External link] reservoir: 83–88 km2 (32–34 sq mi) and Þingvallavatn[image: External link]: 82 km2 (32 sq mi); other important lakes include Lagarfljót[image: External link] and Mývatn[image: External link]. Jökulsárlón[image: External link] is the deepest lake, at 248 m (814 ft).[47]

Geologically, Iceland is part of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge[image: External link], a ridge along which the oceanic crust[image: External link] spreads and forms new oceanic crust. This part of the mid-ocean ridge is located above a mantle plume, causing Iceland to be subaerial[image: External link] (above the surface of the sea). The ridge marks the boundary between the Eurasian[image: External link] and North American Plates[image: External link], and Iceland was created by rifting[image: External link] and accretion[image: External link] through volcanism along the ridge.[48]

Many fjords[image: External link] punctuate Iceland's 4,970-km-long (3,088-mi) coastline, which is also where most settlements are situated. The island's interior, the Highlands of Iceland[image: External link], is a cold and uninhabitable combination of sand, mountains, and lava fields[image: External link]. The major towns are the capital city of Reykjavík, along with its outlying towns of Kópavogur[image: External link], Hafnarfjörður[image: External link], and Garðabær[image: External link], nearby Reykjanesbær[image: External link] where the international airport is located, and the town of Akureyri[image: External link] in northern Iceland. The island of Grímsey on the Arctic Circle contains the northernmost habitation of Iceland, whereas Kolbeinsey[image: External link] contains the northernmost point of Iceland.[49] Iceland has three national parks[image: External link]: Vatnajökull National Park[image: External link], Snæfellsjökull National Park[image: External link], and Þingvellir National Park[image: External link].[50] The country is considered a "strong performer" in environmental protection, having been ranked 13th in Yale University[image: External link]'s Environmental Performance Index of 2012.[51]
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 Geology




Main article: Geology of Iceland[image: External link]


See also: Iceland plume[image: External link]


A geologically young land, Iceland is located on both the Iceland hotspot[image: External link] and the Mid-Atlantic Ridge[image: External link], which runs right through it. This location means that the island is highly geologically active with many volcanoes, notably Hekla[image: External link], Eldgjá[image: External link], Herðubreið[image: External link], and Eldfell[image: External link].[52] The volcanic eruption of Laki[image: External link] in 1783–1784 caused a famine that killed nearly a quarter of the island's population.[53] In addition, the eruption caused dust clouds and haze to appear over most of Europe and parts of Asia and Africa for several months afterward, and affected climates in other areas.[54]

Iceland has many geysers[image: External link], including Geysir[image: External link], from which the English word is derived, and the famous Strokkur[image: External link], which erupts every 8–10 minutes. After a phase of inactivity, Geysir started erupting again after a series of earthquakes in 2000[image: External link]. Geysir has since grown quieter and does not erupt often.[55]

With the widespread availability of geothermal power[image: External link], and the harnessing of many rivers and waterfalls for hydroelectricity[image: External link], most residents have access to inexpensive hot water, heating, and electricity. The island is composed primarily of basalt[image: External link], a low- silica[image: External link] lava associated with effusive volcanism[image: External link] as has occurred also in Hawaii[image: External link]. Iceland, however, has a variety of volcanic types (composite and fissure), many producing more evolved lavas such as rhyolite[image: External link] and andesite[image: External link]. Iceland has hundreds of volcanoes with about 30 active volcanic systems.[56]

Surtsey[image: External link], one of the youngest islands in the world, is part of Iceland. Named after Surtr[image: External link], it rose above the ocean in a series of volcanic eruptions between 8 November 1963 and 5 June 1968.[49] Only scientists researching the growth of new life are allowed to visit the island.[57]

On 21 March 2010, a volcano in Eyjafjallajökull[image: External link] in the south of Iceland erupted for the first time since 1821, forcing 600 people to flee their homes.[58] Additional eruptions on 14 April forced hundreds of people to abandon their homes.[59] The resultant cloud of volcanic ash[image: External link] brought major disruption to air travel[image: External link] across Europe.[60]

Another large eruption occurred on 21 May 2011. This time it was the Grímsvötn[image: External link] volcano, located under the thick ice of Europe's largest glacier, Vatnajökull[image: External link]. Grímsvötn is one of Iceland's most active volcanoes, and this eruption was much more powerful than the 2010 Eyjafjallajökull activity, with ash and lava hurled 20 km (12 mi) into the atmosphere, creating a large cloud.[61]

The highest elevation for Iceland is listed as 2,110 m (6,923 ft) at Hvannadalshnúkur (64°00′N 16°39′W).
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Main article: Climate of Iceland[image: External link]


The climate of Iceland's coast is subarctic[image: External link]. The warm North Atlantic Current[image: External link] ensures generally higher annual temperatures than in most places of similar latitude in the world. Regions in the world with similar climates include the Aleutian Islands[image: External link], the Alaska Peninsula[image: External link], and Tierra del Fuego[image: External link], although these regions are closer to the equator. Despite its proximity to the Arctic, the island's coasts remain ice-free through the winter. Ice incursions are rare, the last having occurred on the north coast in 1969.[62]

The climate varies between different parts of the island. Generally speaking, the south coast is warmer, wetter, and windier than the north. The Central Highlands are the coldest part of the country. Low-lying inland areas in the north are the most arid. Snowfall in winter is more common in the north than the south.

The highest air temperature recorded was 30.5 °C (86.9 °F) on 22 June 1939 at Teigarhorn on the southeastern coast. The lowest was −38 °C (−36.4 °F) on 22 January 1918 at Grímsstaðir and Möðrudalur in the northeastern hinterland. The temperature records for Reykjavík are 26.2 °C (79.2 °F) on 30 July 2008, and −24.5 °C (−12.1 °F) on 21 January 1918.



	Climate data for Reykjavík[image: External link], Iceland (1961–1990)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °C (°F)
	1.9

(35.4)
	2.8

(37)
	3.2

(37.8)
	5.7

(42.3)
	9.4

(48.9)
	11.7

(53.1)
	13.3

(55.9)
	13.0

(55.4)
	10.1

(50.2)
	6.8

(44.2)
	3.4

(38.1)
	2.2

(36)
	7.0

(44.6)



	Average low °C (°F)
	−3.0

(26.6)
	−2.1

(28.2)
	−2.0

(28.4)
	0.4

(32.7)
	3.6

(38.5)
	6.7

(44.1)
	8.3

(46.9)
	7.9

(46.2)
	5.0

(41)
	2.2

(36)
	−1.3

(29.7)
	−2.8

(27)
	1.9

(35.4)



	Source #1: Icelandic Meteorological Office[63]



	Source #2: All Icelandic weather station climatic monthly means[64]






	Climate data for Akureyri[image: External link], Iceland (1961–1990)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °C (°F)
	0.9

(33.6)
	1.7

(35.1)
	2.1

(35.8)
	5.4

(41.7)
	9.5

(49.1)
	13.2

(55.8)
	14.5

(58.1)
	13.9

(57)
	9.9

(49.8)
	5.9

(42.6)
	2.6

(36.7)
	1.3

(34.3)
	6.7

(44.1)



	Average low °C (°F)
	−5.5

(22.1)
	−4.7

(23.5)
	−4.2

(24.4)
	−1.5

(29.3)
	2.3

(36.1)
	6.0

(42.8)
	7.5

(45.5)
	7.1

(44.8)
	3.5

(38.3)
	0.4

(32.7)
	−3.5

(25.7)
	−5.1

(22.8)
	0.2

(32.4)



	Source #1: Icelandic Meteorological Office[63]



	Source #2: All Icelandic weather station climatic monthly means[64]
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 Biodiversity




See also: Whaling in Iceland[image: External link] and The Botany of Iceland[image: External link]


Around 1,300 species of insects are known in Iceland, which is low compared with other countries (over one million species have been described worldwide). The only native land mammal when humans arrived was the Arctic fox[image: External link],[65] which came to the island at the end of the ice age, walking over the frozen sea. On rare occasions, bats have been carried to the island with the winds, but they are not able to breed there. Polar bears[image: External link] occasionally come over from Greenland[image: External link], but they are just visitors, and no Icelandic populations exist.[66] No native or free-living reptiles or amphibians are on the island.[67]

Phytogeographically[image: External link], Iceland belongs to the Arctic province of the Circumboreal Region[image: External link] within the Boreal Kingdom[image: External link]. Around three-quarters of the island is barren of vegetation; plant life consists mainly of grassland, which is regularly grazed by livestock. The most common tree native to Iceland is the northern birch (Betula pubescens[image: External link]), which formerly formed forests over much of Iceland, along with aspens (Populus tremula[image: External link]), rowans (Sorbus aucuparia[image: External link]), common junipers (Juniperus communis[image: External link]), and other smaller trees, mainly willows.

When the island was first settled, it was extensively forested. In the late 12th century, Ari the Wise[image: External link] described it in the Íslendingabók[image: External link] as "forested from mountain to sea shore".[68] Permanent human settlement greatly disturbed the isolated ecosystem of thin, volcanic soils and limited species diversity[image: External link]. The forests were heavily exploited over the centuries for firewood and timber.[65] Deforestation[image: External link], climatic deterioration during the Little Ice Age[image: External link], and overgrazing by sheep imported by settlers caused a loss of critical topsoil due to erosion[image: External link]. Today, many farms have been abandoned. Three-quarters of Iceland's 100,000 square kilometres is affected by soil erosion, 18,000 km2 (6,900 sq mi) serious enough to make the land useless.[68] Only a few small birch stands now exist in isolated reserves. The planting of new forests has increased the number of trees, but the result does not compare to the original forests. Some of the planted forests include introduced species[image: External link].[65] The tallest tree in Iceland is a sitka spruce[image: External link] planted in 1949 in Kirkjubæjarklaustur[image: External link]; it was measured at 25.2 m (83 ft) in 2013.[69]

The animals of Iceland include the Icelandic sheep[image: External link], cattle[image: External link], chickens[image: External link], goats[image: External link], the sturdy Icelandic horse[image: External link], and the Icelandic Sheepdog[image: External link], all descendants of animals imported by Europeans. Wild mammals include the Arctic fox, mink[image: External link], mice, rats, rabbits, and reindeer[image: External link]. Polar bears occasionally visit the island, travelling on icebergs from Greenland. In June 2008, two polar bears arrived in the same month.[70] Marine mammals[image: External link] include the grey seal[image: External link] (Halichoerus grypus) and harbor seal[image: External link] (Phoca vitulina). Many species of fish live in the ocean waters surrounding Iceland, and the fishing industry[image: External link] is a major part of Iceland's economy, accounting for roughly half of the country's total exports. Birds, especially seabirds, are an important part of Iceland's animal life. Puffins[image: External link], skuas[image: External link], and kittiwakes[image: External link] nest on its sea cliffs.[71]

Commercial whaling[image: External link] is practised intermittently[72][73] along with scientific whale hunts.[74] Whale watching has become an important part of Iceland's economy since 1997.[75]
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Iceland[image: External link]


Iceland has a left–right[image: External link] multi-party system[image: External link]. Following the 2013 parliamentary election[image: External link], the biggest parties are the centre-right Independence Party[image: External link] (Sjálfstæðisflokkurinn) and the Progressive Party[image: External link] (Framsóknarflokkurinn). Other political parties with seats in the Althing are the centre-left Social Democratic Alliance[image: External link] (Samfylkingin), Left-Green Movement[image: External link] (Vinstrihreyfingin – grænt framboð), Bright Future[image: External link] (Björt framtíð), and the Pirate Party of Iceland[image: External link] (Píratar). Many other parties exist on the municipal level, most of which run only locally in a single municipality.

Iceland was the first country in the world to have a political party formed and led entirely by women.[76] Known as the Women's List or Women's Alliance (Kvennalistinn), it was founded in 1983 to advance the political, economic, and social needs of women. After participating in its first parliamentary elections, the Women's List helped increase the proportion of female parliamentarians by 15%.[77] Although it disbanded in 1999, merging with the Social Democratic Alliance, it left a lasting influence on Iceland's politics: every major party has a 40% quota for women, and in 2009 nearly a third of members of parliament were female, compared to the global average of 16%.[78]

In 2016 Iceland was ranked 2nd in the strength of its democratic institutions[79] and 13th in government transparency.[80] The country has a high level of civic participation, with 81.4% voter turnout during the most recent elections,[81] compared to an OECD average of 72%. However, only 50% of Icelanders say they trust their political institutions, slightly less than the OECD average of 56% (and most probably a consequence of the political scandals in the wake of the Icelandic financial crisis[image: External link]).[82]
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 Government




See also: Government of Iceland[image: External link]


Iceland is a representative democracy[image: External link] and a parliamentary republic[image: External link]. The modern parliament, Alþingi (English: Althing[image: External link]), was founded in 1845 as an advisory body to the Danish monarch. It was widely seen as a re-establishment of the assembly founded in 930 in the Commonwealth[image: External link] period and suspended in 1799. Consequently, "it is arguably the world's oldest parliamentary democracy[image: External link]."[83] It currently has 63 members, elected for a maximum period of four years.[84] The president is elected by popular vote for a term of four years, with no term limit. The elections for president, the Althing, and local municipal councils are all held separately every four years.[85]

The president of Iceland[image: External link] is a largely ceremonial head of state and serves as a diplomat, but may veto laws voted by the parliament and put them to a national referendum. The current president is Guðni Th. Jóhannesson[image: External link]. The head of government is the prime minister who, together with the cabinet[image: External link], is responsible for executive[image: External link] government. The cabinet is appointed by the president after a general election to the Althing; however, the appointment is usually negotiated by the leaders of the political parties, who decide among themselves after discussions which parties can form the cabinet and how to distribute its seats, under the condition that it has a majority support in the Althing. Only when the party leaders are unable to reach a conclusion by themselves within a reasonable time span does the president exercise this power and appoint the cabinet personally. This has not happened since the republic was founded in 1944, but in 1942 regent Sveinn Björnsson[image: External link], who had been installed in that position by the Althing in 1941, appointed a non-parliamentary government. The regent had, for all practical purposes, the position of a president, and Sveinn would later become the country's first president in 1944.

The governments of Iceland have always been coalition governments, with two or more parties involved, as no single political party has ever received a majority of seats in the Althing throughout the republican period. The extent of the political power possessed by the office of the president is disputed by legal scholars[ which?[image: External link]], in Iceland; several provisions of the constitution appear to give the president some important powers, but other provisions and traditions suggest differently.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1980, Icelanders elected Vigdís Finnbogadóttir[image: External link] as president, the world's first directly elected female head of state. She retired from office in 1996. In 2009, Iceland became the first country with an openly gay head of government when Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir[image: External link] became prime minister.[86]
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 Administrative divisions




Main article: Administrative divisions of Iceland[image: External link]


Iceland is divided into regions, constituencies and municipalities. The eight regions are primarily used for statistical purposes. District court jurisdictions also use an older version of this division.[49] Until 2003, the constituencies for the parliamentary elections were the same as the regions, but by an amendment to the constitution, they were changed to the current six constituencies:


	

	
Reykjavík North[image: External link] and Reykjavík South[image: External link] (city regions);

	
Southwest[image: External link] (four non-contiguous[image: External link] suburban areas around Reykjavík);

	
Northwest[image: External link] and Northeast[image: External link] (northern half of Iceland, split); and,

	
South[image: External link] (southern half of Iceland, excluding Reykjavík and suburbs).







The redistricting change was made to balance the weight of different districts of the country, since previously a vote cast in the sparsely populated areas around the country would count much more than a vote cast in the Reykjavík city area. The imbalance between districts has been reduced by the new system, but still exists.[49]

74 municipalities in Iceland govern local matters like schools, transport, and zoning.[87] These are the actual second-level subdivisions[image: External link] of Iceland, as the constituencies have no relevance except in elections and for statistical purposes. Reykjavík is by far the most populous municipality, about four times more populous than Kópavogur[image: External link], the second one.[49]
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 Foreign relations




Main articles: Foreign relations of Iceland[image: External link] and Accession of Iceland to the European Union[image: External link]


Iceland, which is a member of the UN[image: External link], NATO[image: External link], EFTA[image: External link], Council of Europe[image: External link] and OECD[image: External link], maintains diplomatic and commercial relations with practically all nations, but its ties with the Nordic countries, Germany, the United States, Canada and the other NATO nations are particularly close. Historically, due to cultural, economic and linguistic similarities, Iceland is a Nordic country[image: External link], and it participates in intergovernmental cooperation through the Nordic Council[image: External link].

Iceland is a member of the European Economic Area[image: External link] (EEA), which allows the country access to the single market of the European Union (EU). It was not a member of the EU, but in July 2009 the Icelandic parliament, the Althing, voted in favour of application for EU membership[88] and officially applied on 17 July 2009.[89] However, in 2013, opinion polls showed that many Icelanders were now against joining the EU; following 2013 elections[image: External link] the two parties that formed the island's new government – the centrist Progressive Party and the right-wing Independence Party – announced they would hold a referendum on EU membership.[90]
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 Military




Main article: Military of Iceland[image: External link]


Iceland has no standing army[image: External link], but the Icelandic Coast Guard[image: External link] which also maintains the Iceland Air Defence System[image: External link], and an Iceland Crisis Response Unit[image: External link] to support peacekeeping missions, perform para-military functions.

The Iceland Defense Force (IDF)[image: External link] was a military[image: External link] command[image: External link] of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link] from 1951 to 2006. The IDF, created at the request of NATO[image: External link], came into existence when the United States signed an agreement to provide for the defense of Iceland. The IDF also consisted of civilian Icelanders and military members of other NATO nations. The IDF was downsized after the end of the Cold War[image: External link] and the U.S. Air Force[image: External link] maintained four to six interceptor aircraft[image: External link] at the Naval Air Station Keflavik[image: External link], until they were withdrawn on 30 September 2006. Since May 2008, NATO nations have periodically deployed fighters to patrol Icelandic airspace under the Icelandic Air Policing[image: External link] mission.[91][92] Iceland supported the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link] despite much domestic controversy, deploying a Coast Guard[image: External link] EOD[image: External link] team to Iraq,[93] which was replaced later by members of the Iceland Crisis Response Unit[image: External link]. Iceland has also participated in the ongoing conflict in Afghanistan[image: External link] and the 1999 NATO bombing of Yugoslavia[image: External link]. Despite the ongoing financial crisis the first new patrol ship[image: External link] in decades was launched on 29 April 2009.[94]

Icelanders remain especially proud of their role in hosting the historic 1986 Reagan–Gorbachev summit[image: External link] in Reykjavík[citation needed[image: External link]], which set the stage for the end of the Cold War[image: External link]. Iceland's principal historical international disputes involved disagreements over fishing rights[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]. Conflict with the United Kingdom led to a series of so-called Cod Wars[image: External link], which included confrontations between the Icelandic Coast Guard and the Royal Navy[image: External link] over British fishermen, in 1952–1956 due to the extension of Iceland's fishing zone from 3 to 4  nmi[image: External link] (5.6 to 7.4 km; 3.5 to 4.6 mi), 1958–1961 following a further extension to 12 nmi (22.2 km; 13.8 mi), 1972–1973 with another extension to 50 nmi (92.6 km; 57.5 mi); and in 1975–1976 another extension to 200 nmi (370.4 km; 230.2 mi)[citation needed[image: External link]].

According to the Global Peace Index[image: External link], Iceland is the most peaceful country in the world, due to its lack of armed forces, low crime rate, and high level of socio-political stability.[95] Iceland is listed in Guinness Records Book as "Country ranked most at peace" and "Lowest military spending per capita"[96]
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Main article: Economy of Iceland[image: External link]


In 2007, Iceland was the seventh most productive country in the world per capita[image: External link] (US$54,858), and the fifth most productive by GDP[image: External link] at purchasing power parity[image: External link] ($40,112). About 85 percent of total primary energy[image: External link] supply in Iceland is derived from domestically produced renewable energy sources.[97] Utilization of abundant hydroelectric[image: External link] and geothermal power[image: External link] has made Iceland the world's largest electricity producer per capita.[98] As a result of its commitment to renewable energy, the 2016 Global Green Economy Index ranked Iceland among the top 10 greenest economies in the world.[99] Historically, Iceland's economy depended heavily on fishing, which still provides 40% of export earnings and employs 7% of the work force.[49] The economy is vulnerable to declining fish stocks and drops in world prices for its main material exports: fish and fish products, aluminium, and ferrosilicon[image: External link]. Whaling in Iceland[image: External link] has been historically significant. Iceland still relies heavily on fishing, but its importance is diminishing from an export share of 90% in the 1960s to 40% in 2006.[100]

Until the 20th century, Iceland was among the poorest countries in Europe. Currently, it remains one of the most developed countries in the world. Strong economic growth had led Iceland to be ranked first[image: External link] in the United Nations[image: External link]' Human Development Index[image: External link] report for 2007/2008,[6] although in 2011 its HDI rating had fallen to 14th place as a result of the economic crisis. Nevertheless, according to the Economist Intelligence Index of 2011, Iceland has the 2nd highest quality of life in the world.[101] Based on the Gini coefficient[image: External link], Iceland also has one of the lowest rates of income inequality in the world,[102] and when adjusted for inequality[image: External link], its HDI ranking climbs to 5th place.[103] Iceland's unemployment rate has declined consistently since the crisis, with 4.8% of the labour force being unemployed as of June 2012, compared to 6% in 2011 and 8.1% in 2010.[49][104][105]

Many political parties remain opposed to EU membership, primarily due to Icelanders' concern about losing control over their natural resources (particularly fisheries).[106] The national currency of Iceland is the Icelandic króna[image: External link] (ISK). Iceland is the only country in the world to have a population under two million yet still have a floating exchange rate and an independent monetary policy.[107]

A poll released on 5 March 2010 by Capacent Gallup showed that 31% of respondents were in favour of adopting the euro[image: External link] and 69% opposed.[108] Another Capacent Gallup poll conducted in February 2012 found that 67.4% of Icelanders would reject EU membership in a referendum.[109]

Iceland's economy has been diversifying into manufacturing and service industries in the last decade, including software production, biotechnology[image: External link], and finance; industry accounts for around a quarter of economic activity, while services comprise close to 70%.[110] The tourism sector is expanding, especially in ecotourism[image: External link] and whale-watching. On average, Iceland receives around 1.1 million visitors annually, which is more than three times the native population.[82] Iceland's agriculture industry, accounting for 5.4% of GDP,[49] consists mainly of potatoes, green vegetables (in greenhouses[image: External link]), mutton[image: External link] and dairy products.[49] The financial centre is Borgartún[image: External link] in Reykjavík, which hosts a large number of companies and three investment banks. Iceland's stock market[image: External link], the Iceland Stock Exchange[image: External link] (ISE), was established in 1985.[111]

Iceland is ranked 27th in the 2012 Index of Economic Freedom[image: External link], lower than in prior years but still among the freest in the world.[112] As of 2016, it ranks 29th in the World Economic Forum[image: External link]'s Global Competitive Index, one place lower than in 2015.[113] According to INSEAD[image: External link]'s Global Innovation Index[image: External link], Iceland is the 11th most innovative country in the world.[114] Unlike most Western European countries, Iceland has a flat tax[image: External link] system: the main personal income tax rate is a flat 22.75%, and combined with municipal taxes, the total tax rate equals no more than 35.7%, not including the many deductions that are available.[115] The corporate tax[image: External link] rate is a flat 18%, one of the lowest in the world.[115] There is also a value added tax[image: External link], whereas a net wealth tax[image: External link] was eliminated in 2006. Employment regulations are relatively flexible and the labour market is one of the freest in the world. Property rights are strong and Iceland is one of the few countries where they are applied to fishery management[image: External link].[115] Like other welfare states[image: External link], taxpayers pay various subsidies to each other, but with spending being less than in most European countries.

Despite low tax rates, agricultural assistance is the highest among OECD countries and a potential impediment to structural change. Also, health care and education spending have relatively poor returns by OECD measures, though improvements have been made in both areas. The OECD Economic Survey of Iceland 2008 had highlighted Iceland's challenges in currency and macroeconomic policy.[116] There was a currency crisis[image: External link] that started in the spring of 2008, and on 6 October trading in Iceland's banks was suspended as the government battled to save the economy.[117] The latest assessment by the OECD[118] determined that Iceland has made progress in many areas, particularly in creating a sustainable fiscal policy and restoring the health of the financial sector; however, challenges remain in making the fishing industry more efficient and sustainable, as well as in improving monetary policy to address inflation.[119] Iceland's public debt has decreased since the economic crisis, and as of 2015 is the 31th highest in the world by proportion of national GDP.[120]
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 Economic contraction




Main article: 2008–2011 Icelandic financial crisis[image: External link]


Iceland had been hit especially hard by the Great Recession[image: External link] that began in December 2007, because of the failure of its banking system and a subsequent economic crisis. Before the crash of the country's three largest banks, Glitnir[image: External link], Landsbanki[image: External link] and Kaupthing[image: External link], their combined debt exceeded approximately six times the nation's gross domestic product of €14 billion ($19 billion).[121][122] In October 2008, the Icelandic parliament passed emergency legislation to minimise the impact of the Financial crisis. The Financial Supervisory Authority of Iceland used permission granted by the emergency legislation to take over the domestic operations of the three largest banks.[123] Icelandic officials, including central bank governor Davíð Oddsson[image: External link], stated that the state did not intend to take over any of the banks' foreign debts or assets. Instead, new banks were established to take on the domestic operations of the banks, and the old banks will be run into bankruptcy.

On 28 October 2008, the Icelandic government raised interest rates to 18% (as of August 2010, it was 7%), a move forced in part by the terms of acquiring a loan from International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF). After the rate hike, trading on the Icelandic króna finally resumed on the open market, with valuation at around 250 ISK per Euro, less than one-third the value of the 1:70 exchange rate during most of 2008, and a significant drop from the 1:150 exchange ratio of the week before. On 20 November 2008, the Nordic countries[image: External link] agreed to lend Iceland $2.5 billion.[124]

On 26 January 2009, the coalition government collapsed due to the public dissent over the handling of the financial crisis. A new left-wing government was formed a week later and immediately set about removing Central Bank governor Davíð Oddsson and his aides from the bank through changes in law. Davíð was removed on 26 February 2009 in the wake of protests outside the Central Bank.[125]

Thousands of Icelanders[image: External link] have moved from the country after the collapse, and many of those moved to Norway[image: External link]. In 2005, 293 people moved from Iceland to Norway[image: External link]; in 2009, the figure was 1,625.[126] In April 2010, the Icelandic Parliament‘s Special Investigation Commission published the findings of its investigation,[127] revealing the extent of control fraud in this crisis.[128] By June 2012, Landsbanki managed to repay about half of the Icesave[image: External link] debt.[129]

According to Bloomberg[image: External link], Iceland is on the trajectory of 2% unemployment as a result of crisis-management decisions made back in 2008, including allowing the banks to fail.[130]
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Main article: Transport in Iceland[image: External link]


Iceland has a high level of car ownership per capita; with a car for every 1.5 inhabitants; it is the main form of transport.[131] Iceland has 13,034 km (8,099 mi) of administered roads, of which 4,617 km (2,869 mi) are paved and 8,338 km (5,181 mi) are not. A great number of roads remain unpaved, mostly little-used rural roads. The road speed limits are 50 km/h (31 mph) in towns, 80 km/h (50 mph) on gravel country roads and 90 km/h (56 mph) on hard-surfaced roads.[132] Iceland currently has no railways.

Route 1[image: External link], or the Ring Road (Icelandic: Þjóðvegur 1 or Hringvegur), was completed in 1974, and is a main road that runs around Iceland and connects all the inhabited parts of the island, with the interior of the island being uninhabited. This paved road is 1,332 km (828 mi)[133] long with one lane in each direction, except near larger towns and cities and in the Hvalfjörður Tunnel[image: External link] (also the site of a toll) where it has more lanes. Many bridges on it, especially in the north and east, are single lane and made of timber and/or steel.

The main hub for international transport is Keflavík International Airport[image: External link], which serves Reykjavík and the country in general. It is 48 km (30 mi) to the west of Reykjavík. Domestic flights, flights to Greenland[image: External link] and the Faroe Islands[image: External link], and business flights operate mostly out of Reykjavík Airport[image: External link], which lies in the city centre. Most general aviation traffic is also in Reykjavík. There are 103 registered airports and airfields in Iceland; most of them are unpaved and located in rural areas. The biggest airport in Iceland is Keflavík International Airport and the biggest airfield is Geitamelur, a four-runway field around 100 km (62 mi) east of Reykjavík, dedicated exclusively to gliding. There are a number of international airlines that fly to and from Iceland regularly.[134]
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See also: Renewable energy in Iceland[image: External link]


Renewable sources[image: External link]— geothermal[image: External link] and hydropower[image: External link]—provide effectively all of Iceland's electricity[135] and around 85% of the nation's total primary energy consumption,[136] with most of the remainder consisting of imported oil products used in transportation and in the fishing fleet.[137][138] Iceland expects to be energy-independent by 2050. Iceland's largest geothermal power plants are Hellisheiði[image: External link] and Nesjavellir[image: External link],[139][140] while Kárahnjúkar Hydropower Plant[image: External link] is the country's largest hydroelectric power station.[141] When the Kárahnjúkavirkjun started operating, Iceland became the world's largest electricity producer per capita.[142]

Icelanders emit 6.29 tonnes of CO2 in 2009 equivalent of greenhouse gases per capita.[143] Iceland is one of the few countries that have filling stations dispensing hydrogen fuel for cars powered by fuel cells[image: External link]. It is also one of a few countries currently capable of producing hydrogen[image: External link] in adequate quantities at a reasonable cost, because of Iceland's plentiful renewable sources of energy.

On 22 January 2009, Iceland announced its first round of offshore[image: External link] licences for companies wanting to conduct hydrocarbon exploration[image: External link] and production in a region northeast of Iceland, known as the Dreki area[image: External link].[144] Two exploration licenses have been awarded.[145]

In 2010 Iceland was noted by Guinness World Records as "The Greenest Country", reaching highest score by the Environmental Sustainability Index[image: External link] which measures a country's water use, biodiversity and adoption of clean energies with a score of 93.5/100.[146]

As of 2012, the government of Iceland is in talks with the government of United Kingdom about the possibility of constructing a high-voltage direct-current[image: External link] connector for transmission of electricity between the two countries.[147] Such a cable would give Iceland access to a market where electricity prices have generally been much higher than those in Iceland.[148] Iceland has considerable renewable energy resources, especially geothermal energy and hydropower resources,[149] and most of the potential has not been developed, partly because there is not enough demand for additional electricity generation capacity from the residents and industry of Iceland, but the United Kingdom is interested in importing inexpensive electricity from renewable sources of energy, and this could lead to further development of the energy resources.
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See also: Education in Iceland[image: External link]


The Ministry of Education, Science and Culture[image: External link] is responsible for the policies and methods that schools must use, and they issue the National Curriculum Guidelines. However, playschools, primary schools, and lower secondary schools are funded and administered by the municipalities. The government does allow citizens to Home educate[image: External link] their children, however under a very strict set of demands.[150] Students must adhere closely to the government mandated curriculum, and the parent teaching must acquire a government approved teaching certificate.

Nursery school, or leikskóli, is non-compulsory education for children younger than six years, and is the first step in the education system. The current legislation concerning playschools was passed in 1994. They are also responsible for ensuring that the curriculum is suitable so as to make the transition into compulsory education as easy as possible.

Compulsory education, or grunnskóli, comprises primary and lower secondary education, which often is conducted at the same institution. Education is mandatory by law for children aged from 6 to 16 years. The school year lasts nine months, beginning between 21 August and 1 September, ending between 31 May and 10 June. The minimum number of school days was once 170, but after a new teachers' wage contract, it increased to 180. Lessons take place five days a week. All public schools have mandatory education in Christianity, although an exemption may be considered by the Minister of Education[image: External link].[151]

Upper secondary education, or framhaldsskóli, follows lower secondary education. These schools are also known as gymnasia[image: External link] in English. Though not compulsory, everyone who has had a compulsory education has the right to upper secondary education. This stage of education is governed by the Upper Secondary School Act of 1996. All schools in Iceland are mixed sex schools. The largest seat of higher education is the University of Iceland[image: External link], which has its main campus in central Reykjavík. Other schools offering university-level instruction include Reykjavík University[image: External link], University of Akureyri[image: External link], Agricultural University of Iceland[image: External link] and Bifröst University[image: External link].

An OECD assessment found 64% of Icelanders aged 25–64 have earned the equivalent of a high-school degree, which is lower than the OECD average of 73%. Among 25- to 34-year-olds, only 69% have earned the equivalent of a high-school degree, significantly lower than the OECD average of 80%.[82] Nevertheless, Iceland's education system is considered excellent: the Programme for International Student Assessment[image: External link] currently ranks it as the 16th best performing, above the OECD average.[152] Students were particularly proficient in reading and mathematics.

According to a 2013 Eurostat[image: External link] report by the European Commission[image: External link], Iceland spends around 3.11% of its GDP on scientific research and development (R&D), over 1 percentage point higher than the EU average of 2.03%, and has set a target of 4% to reach by 2020.[153] A 2010 UNESCO[image: External link] report found that out of 72 countries that spend the most on R&D (100 million US dollars or more), Iceland ranked 9th by proportion of GDP, tied with Taiwan, Switzerland, and Germany and ahead of France, the UK, and Canada.[154]
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For statistics on demographics, see Demographics of Iceland[image: External link].

See also: Icelanders[image: External link]


The original population of Iceland was of Nordic[image: External link] and Gaelic[image: External link] origin. This is evident from literary evidence dating from the settlement period as well as from later scientific studies such as blood type[image: External link] and genetic analyses. One such genetics study has indicated that the majority of the male settlers were of Nordic origin while the majority of the women were of Gaelic origin, meaning many settlers of Iceland were indeed Norwegian Viking warriors who brought Gaelic slaves with them.[155]

Iceland has extensive genealogical records dating back to the late 17th century and fragmentary records extending back to the Age of Settlement[image: External link]. The biopharmaceutical company deCODE genetics[image: External link] has funded the creation of a genealogy[image: External link] database that is intended to cover all of Iceland's known inhabitants. It views the database, called Íslendingabók[image: External link], as a valuable tool for conducting research on genetic diseases, given the relative isolation of Iceland's population.

The population of the island is believed to have varied from 40,000 to 60,000 in the period ranging from initial settlement until the mid-19th century. During that time, cold winters, ash fall from volcanic eruptions, and bubonic plagues[image: External link] adversely affected the population several times.[9] There were 37 famine[image: External link] years in Iceland between 1500 and 1804.[156] The first census was carried out in 1703 and revealed that the population was then 50,358. After the destructive volcanic eruptions of the Laki volcano[image: External link] during 1783–1784, the population reached a low of about 40,000.[157] Improving living conditions have triggered a rapid increase in population since the mid-19th century—from about 60,000 in 1850 to 320,000 in 2008. Iceland has a relatively young population for a developed country, with one out of five people being 14 years old or younger. With a fertility rate of 2.1, Iceland is one of only a few European countries with a birth rate sufficient for long-term population growth[image: External link] (see table on the left).[158][159]




	Population projection (1 January)



	Year
	Low
	Medium
	High



	2014
	325,671



	2015
	326,546
	326,895
	327,464



	2020
	340,418
	342,716
	346,279



	2025
	352,280
	357,894
	365,893



	2030
	361,853
	371,796
	385,405



	2035
	369,888
	384,397
	404,053



	2040
	376,580
	395,866
	422,047



	2045
	381,846
	406,271
	439,756



	2050
	385,536
	415,627
	457,317



	2055
	387,489
	423,790
	474,561



	2060
	387,597
	430,545
	490,976






In December 2007, 33,678 people (13.5% of the total population) living in Iceland had been born abroad, including children of Icelandic parents living abroad. Around 19,000 people (6% of the population) held foreign citizenship. Polish[image: External link] people make up the largest minority group by a considerable margin, and still form the bulk of the foreign workforce. About 8,000 Poles now live in Iceland, 1,500 of them in Fjarðabyggð[image: External link] where they make up 75% of the workforce who are constructing the Fjarðarál aluminium plant.[161] The recent increase in immigration[image: External link] has been credited[by whom?[image: External link]] to a labour shortage[image: External link] due to the booming economy at the time, as well as to the lifting of restrictions on the movement of people from the countries that were a part of the 2004 enlargement of the European Union[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Large-scale construction projects in the east of Iceland (see Kárahnjúkar Hydropower Plant[image: External link]) have also brought in many people whose stay is expected to be temporary. Many Polish immigrants were also considering leaving in 2008 as a result of the Icelandic financial crisis[image: External link].[162]

The southwest corner of Iceland is the most densely populated region. It is also the location of the capital Reykjavík, the northernmost national capital in the world. The largest towns outside the Greater Reykjavík area are Akureyri[image: External link] and Reykjanesbær[image: External link], although the latter is relatively close to the capital.

Some 500 Icelanders under the leadership of Erik the Red[image: External link] colonised Greenland[image: External link] among the existing paleo-Eskimo inhabitants[image: External link] in the late 10th century.[163] The total population reached a high point of perhaps 5,000 and developed independent institutions before disappearing by 1500.[164] People from Greenland attempted to set up a colony at Vinland[image: External link] in North America, but it was abandoned in the face of hostility from the indigenous residents.[165] Emigration to the United States and Canada began in the 1870s. As of 2006, Canada had over 88,000 people of Icelandic[image: External link] descent,[166] while there are more than 40,000 Americans of Icelandic[image: External link] descent, according to the 2000 US census.[167]
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Iceland's 10 most populous urban areas:



	
 



	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






Largest cities or towns in Iceland

statice.is[image: External link]






	
	Rank[image: External link]
	Name[image: External link]
	Region[image: External link]
	Pop.[image: External link]
	



	1
	Reykjavík[image: External link]
	Capital Region[image: External link]
	121,230



	2
	Kópavogur[image: External link]
	Capital Region[image: External link]
	32,308



	3
	Hafnarfjörður[image: External link]
	Capital Region[image: External link]
	27,357



	4
	Akureyri[image: External link]
	Northeastern Region[image: External link]
	18,103



	5
	Reykjanesbær[image: External link]
	Southern Peninsula[image: External link]
	14,527



	6
	Garðabær[image: External link]
	Capital Region[image: External link]
	14,180



	7
	Mosfellsbær[image: External link]
	Capital Region[image: External link]
	9,075



	8
	Árborg[image: External link]
	Southern Region[image: External link]
	7,889



	9
	Akranes[image: External link]
	Western Region[image: External link]
	6,699



	10
	Fjarðabyggð[image: External link]
	Eastern Region[image: External link]
	4,675
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Main articles: Languages of Iceland[image: External link] and Icelandic language[image: External link]


See also: Icelandic name[image: External link]


Iceland's official written and spoken language is Icelandic[image: External link], a North Germanic language[image: External link] descended from Old Norse[image: External link]. In grammar and vocabulary, it has changed less from Old Norse than the other Nordic languages; Icelandic has preserved more verb and noun inflection[image: External link], and has to a considerable extent developed new vocabulary based on native roots rather than borrowings from other languages. The puristic tendency in the development of Icelandic vocabulary is to a large degree a result of conscious language planning, in addition to centuries of isolation. Icelandic is the only living language to retain the use of the runic[image: External link] letter Þ[image: External link] in Latin script[image: External link]. The closest living relative of the Icelandic language is Faroese[image: External link].

Icelandic Sign Language[image: External link] was officially recognised as a minority language in 2011. In education, its use for Iceland's deaf community is regulated[image: External link] by the National Curriculum Guide.

English[image: External link] and Danish[image: External link] are compulsory subjects in the school curriculum. Both languages are widely understood and spoken.[168] Other commonly spoken languages are Swedish[image: External link], Norwegian[image: External link], German[image: External link] and French[image: External link]. Polish[image: External link] is mostly spoken by the local Polish community (the biggest minority of Iceland), and Danish is mostly spoken in a way largely comprehensible to Swedes and Norwegians—it is often referred to as skandinavíska (i. e. Scandinavian) in Iceland.[169]

Rather than using family names, as is the usual custom in most western nations, Icelanders carry patronymic[image: External link] or matronymic[image: External link] surnames, patronyms being far more commonly practiced. Patronymic last names are based on the first name of the father, while matronymic names are based on the first name of the mother. These follow the person's given name, e.g. Elísabet Jónsdóttir ("Elísabet, Jón's daughter" (Jón, being the father)) or Ólafur Katrínarson ("Ólafur, Katrín's son" (Katrín being the mother)).[170] Consequently, Icelanders refer to one another by their given name, and the Icelandic telephone directory is listed alphabetically by first name rather than by surname.[171] All new names must be decided upon by the Icelandic Naming Committee[image: External link].
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Iceland has a universal health care[image: External link] system that is administered by its Ministry of Welfare ( Icelandic[image: External link]: Velferðarráðuneytið)[172] and paid for mostly by taxes (85%) and to a lesser extent by service fees (15%). Unlike most countries, there are no private hospitals, and private insurance is practically nonexistent.[173]

A considerable portion of the government budget is assigned to health care,[173] and Iceland ranks 11th in health care expenditures as a percentage of GDP[174] and 14th in spending per capita.[175] Over all, the country's health care system is one of the best performing in the world, ranked 15th by the World Health Organization[image: External link].[176] According to an OECD report, Iceland devotes far more resources to healthcare than most industrialised nations. As of 2009, Iceland had 3.7 doctors per 1,000 people (compared with an average of 3.1 in OECD countries) and 15.3 nurses per 1,000 people (compared with an OECD average of 8.4).[177]

Icelanders are among the world's healthiest people, with 81% reporting they are in good health, according to an OECD survey.[82] Although it is a growing problem, obesity[image: External link] is not as prevalent as in other developed countries[image: External link].[177] Iceland has many campaigns for health and wellbeing. Most famously, the television show Lazytown[image: External link], starring and created by former gymnastics champion Magnus Scheving[image: External link]. Infant mortality[image: External link] is one of the lowest in the world,[178] and the proportion of the population that smokes is lower than the OECD average.[177] Almost all women choose to terminate pregnancies of children with Down Syndrome[image: External link] in Iceland.[179] The average life expectancy[image: External link] is 81.8 (compared to an OECD average of 79.5), the 4th highest in the world.[180]

Additionally, Iceland has a very low level of pollution, thanks to an overwhelming reliance on cleaner geothermal energy, a low population density, and a high level of environmental consciousness among citizens[image: External link].[181] According to an OECD assessment, the amount of toxic material in the atmosphere is far lower than any other industrialised country measured.[182]
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Main article: Religion in Iceland[image: External link]





	Affiliation by religious movement (1 January 2017)[183]



	
	
	
	
	



	Church of Iceland[image: External link]
	
  


	69.89%



	Other Christian[image: External link]
	
  


	11.67%



	Other and not specified
	
  


	9.97%



	Unaffiliated
	
  


	6.06%



	Germanic Heathenism[image: External link]
	
  


	1.07%



	Zuism[image: External link]
	
  


	0.84%



	Buddhism[image: External link]
	
  


	0.3%



	Islam[image: External link]
	
  


	0.3%



	Humanist association[image: External link]
	
  


	0.53%



	Bahá'í Faith[image: External link]
	
  


	0.1%






Icelanders have freedom of religion guaranteed under the Constitution of Iceland[image: External link], although the Church of Iceland[image: External link], a Lutheran[image: External link] body, is the state church[image: External link]:


The Evangelical Lutheran Church shall be the State Church in Iceland and, as such, it shall be supported and protected by the State.

— Article 62, Section IV of Constitution of Iceland[image: External link][184]



The Registers Iceland keeps account of the religious affiliation of every Icelandic citizen. In 2015, Icelanders were divided into religious groups as follows:


	69.89% members of the Church of Iceland[image: External link];

	11.67% members of some other Christian[image: External link] denomination;

	9.27% other religions and not specified;

	6.06% unaffiliated;

	1.07% members of Germanic Heathen[image: External link] groups (99% of them belonging to Ásatrúarfélagið[image: External link]);

	0.84% members of Zuist[image: External link] groups;

	0.53% members of the Icelandic Ethical Humanist Association[image: External link].



Iceland is a very secular[image: External link] country; as with other Nordic nations, religious attendance is relatively low.[185][186] The above statistics represent administrative membership of religious organisations, which does not necessarily reflect the belief demographics of the population of Iceland. According to a study published in 2001, 23% of the inhabitants were either atheist[image: External link] or agnostic[image: External link].[187] A Gallup poll conducted in 2012 found that 57% of Icelanders considered themselves "religious", 31% considered themselves "non-religious", while 10% defined themselves as "convinced atheists", placing Iceland among the ten countries with the highest proportions of atheists in the world.[188] The proportion registered in the official Church of Iceland is declining rapidly, more than 1% per year (the Church of Iceland has declined from 80% in 2010 to less than 70% in 2017).
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Main article: Culture of Iceland[image: External link]


Icelandic culture has its roots in North Germanic traditions. Icelandic literature[image: External link] is popular, in particular the sagas[image: External link] and eddas[image: External link] that were written during the High[image: External link] and Late Middle Ages[image: External link]. Centuries of isolation have helped to insulate the country's Nordic culture from external influence; a prominent example is the preservation of the Icelandic language[image: External link], which remains the closest to Old Norse of all modern Nordic languages.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In contrast to other Nordic countries, Icelanders place relatively great importance on independence and self-sufficiency; in a public opinion analysis conducted by the European Commission[image: External link], over 85% of Icelanders believe independence is "very important," compared to 47% of Norwegians, 49% of Danes, and an average of 53% for the EU25.[189] Icelanders also have a very strong work ethic, working some of the longest hours of any industrialised nation.[190]

According to a poll conducted by the OECD, 66% of Icelanders were satisfied with their lives, while 70% believed that their lives will be satisfying in the future. Similarly, 83% of people in Iceland reported having more positive experiences in an average day than negative ones, compared to an OECD average of 72%, which makes Iceland one of the happiest countries[image: External link] in the OECD.[82] A more recent 2012 survey found that around three quarters of respondents stated they were satisfied with their lives, compared to a global average of about 53%.[191]

Iceland is liberal with regard to LGBT[image: External link] rights issues. In 1996, the Icelandic parliament passed legislation to create registered partnerships[image: External link] for same-sex couples, conferring nearly all the rights and benefits of marriage. In 2006, parliament voted unanimously to grant same-sex couples the same rights as heterosexual couples in adoption, parenting and assisted insemination treatment. On 11 June 2010, the Icelandic parliament amended the marriage law[image: External link], making it gender neutral and defining marriage as between two individuals, making Iceland one of the first countries in the world to legalise same-sex marriage[image: External link]. The law took effect on 27 June 2010.[192] The amendment to the law also means registered partnerships for same-sex couples are now no longer possible, and marriage is their only option—identical to the existing situation for opposite-sex couples.[192]

Icelanders are known for their deep sense of community: an OECD survey found that 98% believe they know someone they could rely on in a time of need, higher than in any other industrialised country. Similarly, only 6% reported "rarely" or "never" socializing with others.[82] This high level of social cohesion is attributed to the small size and homogeneity of the population, as well as to a long history of harsh survival in an isolated environment, which reinforced the importance of unity and cooperation.[193]

Egalitarianism[image: External link] is highly valued among the people of Iceland, with income inequality being among the lowest in the world.[102] The constitution explicitly prohibits the enactment of noble privileges, titles, and ranks.[194] Everyone is addressed by their first name. As in other Nordic countries, equality between the sexes is very high; Iceland is consistently ranked among the top three countries in the world for women to live in.[195][196][197]
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Main article: Icelandic literature[image: External link]


Iceland's best-known classical works of literature are the Icelanders' sagas[image: External link], prose epics set in Iceland's age of settlement. The most famous of these include Njáls saga[image: External link], about an epic blood feud, and Grænlendinga saga[image: External link] and Eiríks saga[image: External link], describing the discovery and settlement of Greenland and Vinland (modern Newfoundland[image: External link]). Egils saga[image: External link], Laxdæla saga[image: External link], Grettis saga[image: External link], Gísla saga[image: External link] and Gunnlaugs saga ormstungu[image: External link] are also notable and popular Icelanders' sagas.

A translation of the Bible was published in the 16th century. Important compositions since the 15th to the 19th century include sacred verse, most famously the Passion Hymns[image: External link] of Hallgrímur Pétursson[image: External link], and rímur[image: External link], rhyming epic poems. Originating in the 14th century, rímur were popular into the 19th century, when the development of new literary forms was provoked by the influential, National-Romantic[image: External link] writer Jónas Hallgrímsson[image: External link]. In recent times, Iceland has produced many great writers, the best-known of whom is arguably Halldór Laxness[image: External link], who received the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link] in 1955 (the only Icelander to win a Nobel Prize thus far). Steinn Steinarr[image: External link] was an influential modernist poet during the early 20th century who remains popular.

Icelanders are avid consumers of literature, with the highest number of bookstores per capita in the world. For its size, Iceland imports and translates more international literature than any other nation.[194] Iceland also has the highest per capita publication of books and magazines,[198] and around 10% of the population will publish a book in their lifetimes.[199]
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Main article: Icelandic art[image: External link]


The distinctive rendition of the Icelandic landscape by its painters can be linked to nationalism and the movement for home rule and independence[image: External link], which was very active in the mid-19th century.

Contemporary Icelandic painting is typically traced to the work of Þórarinn Þorláksson[image: External link], who, following formal training in art in the 1890s in Copenhagen[image: External link], returned to Iceland to paint and exhibit works from 1900 to his death in 1924, almost exclusively portraying the Icelandic landscape. Several other Icelandic men and women artists studied at Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts[image: External link] at that time, including Ásgrímur Jónsson[image: External link], who together with Þórarinn created a distinctive portrayal of Iceland's landscape in a romantic naturalistic style. Other landscape artists quickly followed in the footsteps of Þórarinn and Ásgrímur. These included Jóhannes Kjarval[image: External link] and Júlíana Sveinsdóttir[image: External link]. Kjarval in particular is noted for the distinct techniques in the application of paint that he developed in a concerted effort to render the characteristic volcanic rock[image: External link] that dominates the Icelandic environment. Einar Hákonarson[image: External link] is an expressionistic and figurative painter who by some is considered to have brought the figure back into Icelandic painting. In the 1980s, many Icelandic artists worked with the subject of the new painting in their work.

In the recent years artistic practice has multiplied, and the Icelandic art scene has become a setting for many large scale projects and exhibitions. The artist run gallery space Kling og Bang, members of which later ran the studio complex and exhibition venue Klink og Bank, has been a significant part of the trend of self-organised spaces, exhibitions and projects.[200] The Living Art Museum[image: External link], Reykjavík Municipal Art Museum, Reykjavík Art Museum[image: External link] and the National Gallery of Iceland[image: External link] are the larger, more established institutions, curating shows and festivals.
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Main article: Music of Iceland[image: External link]


Much Icelandic music is related to Nordic music[image: External link], and includes folk[image: External link] and pop traditions, medieval music group Voces Thules[image: External link], alternative and indie rock bands The Sugarcubes[image: External link] and Of Monsters and Men[image: External link], jazz fusion band Mezzoforte[image: External link], musicians Björk[image: External link], Sóley[image: External link] and Emilíana Torrini[image: External link], and post-rock[image: External link] band Sigur Rós[image: External link]. The national anthem[image: External link] of Iceland is Lofsöngur[image: External link], written by Matthías Jochumsson[image: External link], with music by Sveinbjörn Sveinbjörnsson[image: External link].[201]

Traditional Icelandic music is strongly religious. Hymns, both religious and secular, are a particularly well-developed form of music, due to the scarcity of musical instruments throughout much of Iceland's history. Hallgrímur Pétursson wrote many Protestant hymns in the 17th century. Icelandic music was modernised in the 19th century, when Magnús Stephensen brought pipe organs, which were followed by harmoniums[image: External link]. Other vital traditions of Icelandic music are epic alliterative and rhyming ballads called rímur. Rímur are epic tales, usually a cappella[image: External link], which can be traced back to skaldic[image: External link] poetry, using complex metaphors and elaborate rhyme schemes.[202] The best known rímur poet of the 19th century was Sigurður Breiðfjörð[image: External link] (1798–1846). A modern revitalisation of the tradition began in 1929 with the formation of Iðunn.[clarification needed[image: External link]]

Icelandic contemporary music consists of bands ranging from pop-rock[image: External link] groups such as Bang Gang[image: External link], Quarashi[image: External link] and Amiina[image: External link] to solo ballad singers like Bubbi Morthens[image: External link]. Independent music[image: External link] is strong in Iceland, with bands such as múm[image: External link] and solo artists.

Some Icelandic jazz musicians and jazz bands have earned a reputation outside Iceland. Perhaps best known is the jazz fusion band Mezzoforte and vocalist Anna Mjöll[image: External link]. Many Icelandic artists and bands have enjoyed international success, most notably Björk and Sigur Rós but also Quarashi, Hera[image: External link], Ampop[image: External link], Mínus[image: External link] and múm. The main music festival is arguably Iceland Airwaves[image: External link], an annual event on the Icelandic music scene, where Icelandic bands along with foreign ones play in the clubs of Reykjavík for a week. Electronic musicians[image: External link] include ones such as Thor and GusGus[image: External link].

Among Iceland's best-known classical composers are Daníel Bjarnason[image: External link] and Anna S. Þorvaldsdóttir[image: External link] (Anna Thorvaldsdottir), who in 2012 received the Nordic Council Music Prize[image: External link] and in 2015 was chosen as the New York Philharmonic[image: External link]'s Kravis Emerging Composer, an honor that includes a $50,000 cash prize and a commission to write a composition for the orchestra; she is the second recipient.[203]
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See also: Media of Iceland[image: External link] and Cinema of Iceland[image: External link]


Iceland's largest television stations are the state-run Sjónvarpið[image: External link] and the privately owned Stöð 2[image: External link] and SkjárEinn[image: External link]. Smaller stations exist, many of them local. Radio is broadcast throughout the country, including some parts of the interior. The main radio stations are Rás 1[image: External link], Rás 2[image: External link], X-ið 977, Bylgjan[image: External link] and FM957[image: External link]. The daily newspapers are Morgunblaðið[image: External link] and Fréttablaðið[image: External link]. The most popular websites are the news sites Vísir[image: External link] and Mbl.is[image: External link].[204]

Iceland is home to LazyTown[image: External link] (Icelandic: Latibær), a children's television programme created by Magnús Scheving[image: External link]. It has become a very popular programme for children and adults and is shown in over 100 countries, including the UK, the Americas and Sweden.[205] The LazyTown studios are located in Garðabær[image: External link]. The 2015 television crime series Trapped[image: External link] aired in the UK on BBC4 in February and March 2016, to critical acclaim and according to the Guardian "the unlikeliest TV hit of the year".[206]

In 1992 the Icelandic film industry achieved its greatest recognition hitherto, when Friðrik Þór Friðriksson[image: External link] was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link] for his film, Children of Nature[image: External link].[207] It features the story of an old man who is unnable to continue running his farm in the countryside and after being unwelcomed in his daughter and father-in-law house in the town, is put in a home for the elderly. There, he meets and old girlfriend of his youth and they both begin a journey through the wilds of Iceland to die together. This is the only Icelandic movie to haver ever been nominated for an Academy Award.[208]

Singer-songwriter Björk[image: External link] received international acclaim for her starring role in the Danish musical drama Dancer in the Dark[image: External link] directed by Lars von Trier[image: External link], in which she plays Selma Ježková, a factory worker who struggles to pay for her son's eye operation. The film premiered at the 2000 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link], where she won the Best Actress Award. The movie also led Björk to nominations for Best Original Song[image: External link] at the 73rd Academy Awards[image: External link], with the song I've Seen It All[image: External link] and for a Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Motion Picture - Drama[image: External link].[209]

Guðrún S. Gísladóttir, who is Icelandic, played one of the major roles in Russian filmmaker Andrei Tarkovsky[image: External link]'s 1986 film, The Sacrifice[image: External link]. Anita Briem[image: External link], known for her performance in Showtime[image: External link]'s The Tudors[image: External link], is also Icelandic. Briem starred in the 2008 film Journey to the Center of the Earth[image: External link], which shot scenes in Iceland. The 2002 James Bond[image: External link] movie Die Another Day[image: External link] is set for a large-part in Iceland. Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s 2014 film, Interstellar[image: External link] was also filmed in Iceland for some of its scenes.[210]

On 17 June 2010, the parliament passed the Icelandic Modern Media Initiative[image: External link], a resolution proposing greater protection of free speech rights and the identity of journalists and whistle-blowers, the strongest journalist protection law in the world.[211] According to a 2011 report by Freedom House[image: External link], Iceland is one of the highest ranked countries in press freedom.[212]

CCP Games[image: External link], developers of the critically acclaimed EVE Online and Dust 514, is headquartered in Reykjavík. CCP Games hosts the third most populated MMO[image: External link] in the world, which also has the largest total game area for an online game.

Iceland has a highly developed internet culture[image: External link], with around 95% of the population having internet access, the highest proportion in the world.[213] Iceland ranked 12th in the World Economic Forum's 2009–2010 Network Readiness Index[image: External link], which measures a country's ability to competitively exploit communications technology.[214] The United Nations International Telecommunication Union[image: External link] ranks the country 3rd in its development of information and communications technology, having moved up four places between 2008 and 2010.[215] In February 2013 the country (ministry of the interior) was researching possible methods to protect children in regards to Internet pornography, claiming that pornography online is a threat to children as it supports child slavery and abuse. Strong voices within the community expressed concerns with this, stating that it is impossible to block access to pornography without compromising the freedom of speech.[216][217][218]
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Main articles: Icelandic cuisine[image: External link] and Þorramatur[image: External link]


Much of Iceland's cuisine is based on fish, lamb[image: External link], and dairy products[image: External link], with little to no utilization of herbs or spices. Due to the island's climate, fruits and vegetables are not generally a component of traditional dishes, although the use of greenhouses has made them more common in contemporary food. Þorramatur[image: External link] is a selection of traditional cuisine consisting of many dishes, and is usually consumed around the month of Þorri[image: External link], which begins on the first Friday after 19 January. Traditional dishes also include skyr[image: External link], hákarl[image: External link] (cured shark), cured ram, singed sheep heads, and black pudding[image: External link], Flatkaka (flat bread), dried fish and dark rye bread traditionally baked in the ground in geothermal areas.[219] Puffin[image: External link] is considered a local delicacy that is often prepared through broiling.

Breakfast usually consists of pancakes, cereal, fruit, and coffee, while lunch may take the form of a smörgåsbord[image: External link]. The main meal of the day for most Icelanders is dinner, which usually involves fish or lamb as the main course. Seafood is central to most Icelandic cooking, particularly cod[image: External link] and haddock[image: External link] but also salmon[image: External link], herring[image: External link], and halibut[image: External link]. It is often prepared in a wide variety of ways, either smoked, pickled, boiled, or dried. Lamb is by far the most common meat, and it tends to be either smoke-cured (known as hangikjöt[image: External link]) or salt-preserved (saltkjöt). Many older dishes make use of every part of the sheep, such as slátur[image: External link], which consists of offal[image: External link] (internal organs and entrails) minced together with blood and served in sheep stomach. Additionally, boiled or mashed potatoes, pickled cabbage, green beans, and rye bread are prevalent side dishes.

Coffee is a popular beverage in Iceland, and is drunk at breakfast, after meals, and with a light snack in mid-afternoon. Coca-Cola[image: External link] is also widely consumed, to the extent that the country is said to have one of the highest per capita consumption rates in the world.[220] Iceland's signature alcoholic beverage is Brennivín[image: External link] (literally "burnt (i.e. distilled) wine"), which is similar to Scandinavian akvavit[image: External link]. It is a type of vodka[image: External link] made from distilled potatoes and flavoured with either caraway[image: External link] seeds or angelica[image: External link]. Its potency has earned it the nickname svarti dauði ("Black Death").
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Main article: Sport in Iceland[image: External link]


Sport is an important part of Icelandic culture, as the population is generally quite active.[222] The main traditional sport in Iceland is Glíma[image: External link], a form of wrestling[image: External link] thought to have originated in medieval times.

Popular sports include association football, track and field[image: External link], handball[image: External link] and basketball[image: External link]. Handball is often referred to as the national sport,[221] and Iceland's men's national team[image: External link] is ranked among the top 12 in the world. The Icelandic national football team[image: External link] qualified for the UEFA European football championship[image: External link] for the first time in 2016 and advanced to the quarter-final to play against France. They defeated England 2–1 in the round of 16, with goals from Ragnar Sigurðsson[image: External link] and Kolbeinn Sigþórsson[image: External link]. The Icelandic women's team also excel at football relative to the size of the country, with the national team[image: External link] ranked 15th by FIFA[image: External link].[223] In 2014 the Icelandic men's national basketball team[image: External link] qualified into the EuroBasket 2015[image: External link] for the first time in the country history.

Iceland has excellent conditions for skiing[image: External link], fishing[image: External link], snowboarding[image: External link], ice climbing[image: External link] and rock climbing[image: External link], although mountain climbing[image: External link] and hiking[image: External link] are preferred by the general public. Iceland is also a world-class destination for alpine ski touring and Telemark skiing[image: External link], with the Troll Peninsula in Northern Iceland being the main centre of activity. Although the country's environment is generally ill-suited for golf, there are nevertheless lots of golf courses throughout the island, and Iceland has a greater percentage of the population playing golf than Scotland with over 17,000 registered golfers out of a population of approximately 300,000.[224] Iceland hosts an annual international golf tournament known as the Arctic Open played through the night during the summer solstice at Akureyri Golf Club[image: External link].[225][226] Iceland has also won the most competitions for World's Strongest Man[image: External link], with eight titles shared evenly between Magnús Ver Magnússon[image: External link] and Jón Páll Sigmarsson[image: External link]. Iceland is also one of the leading countries in ocean rowing[image: External link], boasting some of the most significant records in the sport. Icelandic rower Fiann Paul[image: External link] has claimed overall speed Guinness World Records[image: External link] for crossing each of the three oceans in a man-powered row boat[image: External link], as well as the notable Guinness[image: External link] title of the first rower to ever hold all three records simultaneously,[227] claiming 6 rowing world records in total for Iceland by 2016.

Swimming is popular in Iceland. Geothermally heated outdoor pools are widespread, and swimming courses are a mandatory part of the national curriculum.[226] Horseback riding[image: External link], which was historically the most prevalent form of transportation on the island, remains a common pursuit for many Icelanders.

The oldest sport association in Iceland is the Reykjavík Shooting Association, founded in 1867. Rifle shooting became very popular in the 19th century with the encouragement of politicians and nationalists who were pushing for Icelandic independence. To this day, it remains a significant pastime.[228]

Iceland has also produced many chess masters and hosted the historic World Chess Championship 1972[image: External link] in Reykjavík during the height of the Cold War[image: External link]. As of 2008, there have been nine Icelandic chess grandmasters, a considerable number given the small size of the population.[229] Bridge[image: External link] is also popular, with Iceland participating in a number of international tournaments. Iceland won the world bridge championship (the Bermuda Bowl[image: External link]) in Yokohama, Japan, in 1991 and took second place (with Sweden) in Hamilton, Bermuda, in 1950.
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Main article: Filmmaking[image: External link]


Principal photography is the phase of film production[image: External link] in which the movie is filmed, with actors on set and cameras rolling, as distinct from pre-production[image: External link] and post-production[image: External link].[1]

Principal photography is nearly always the most expensive phase of film production, due to actor, director, and set crew salaries, as well as the costs of certain shots, props, and on-set special effects. Its start generally marks a point of no return[image: External link] for the financiers, because until it is complete there is unlikely to be enough material filmed to release a final product needed to recoup costs.[2] While it is common for a film to lose its greenlight status[image: External link] during pre-production – for example, because an important cast member drops out – it is extremely uncommon for financing to be withdrawn once principal photography has begun.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Feature films[image: External link] usually have insurance in place by the time principal photography begins. The death of a bankable star[image: External link] before completing all planned takes, or the loss of sets or footage can render a film impossible to complete as planned. For example, sets are notoriously flammable. Furthermore, professional-quality movie cameras[image: External link] are normally rented as needed, and most camera houses will not allow rentals of their equipment without proof of insurance.[3]

Once a film concludes principal photography, it is said to have wrapped[image: External link], and a wrap party may be organized to celebrate. During post-production[image: External link], it may become clear that certain shots[image: External link] or sequences[image: External link] are missing or incomplete and are required to complete the film, or that a certain scene[image: External link] is not playing as expected, or even that a particular actor's performance has not turned out as desired. In these circumstances, additional material may have to be shot. If the material has already been shot once, or is substantial, the process is referred to as a re-shoot, but if the material is new and relatively minor, it is often referred to as a pick-up[image: External link].
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Ireland






This article is about the island in Europe. For the sovereign state of the same name, see Republic of Ireland[image: External link]. For the part of the United Kingdom, see Northern Ireland[image: External link]. For other uses, see Ireland (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	Ireland



	


	Éire  ( Irish[image: External link])

	Airlann  (Ulster Scots[image: External link])









	Geography



	Location
	Western Europe[image: External link]




	Coordinates
	
53°25′N 8°0′W[image: External link] Coordinates[image: External link]: 53°25′N 8°0′W[image: External link]




	Area
	84,421 km2 (32,595 sq mi)

[1][ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]]




	Area rank[image: External link]
	20th[2]




	Coastline
	2,797 km (1,738 mi)



	Highest elevation
	1,041 m (3,415 ft)



	Highest point
	Carrauntoohil[image: External link]



	Administration



	
Republic of Ireland[image: External link]





	Largest city
	
Dublin[image: External link] (pop. 553,165)



	
United Kingdom[image: External link]





	Country[image: External link]
	Northern Ireland[image: External link]



	Largest city
	
Belfast[image: External link] (pop. 333,000)



	Demographics



	Demonym
	Irish[image: External link]



	Population
	6,378,000[3] (2011)



	Population rank[image: External link]
	19th



	Pop. density
	73.4 /km2 (190.1 /sq mi)



	Languages
	
English[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], Ulster Scots[image: External link]




	Ethnic groups
	


	96.4% White[image: External link]


	1.7% Asian[image: External link]


	1.1% Black[image: External link]


	0.8% Other[4][5]










	Additional information



	Time zone[image: External link]
	


	
GMT[image: External link] ( UTC[image: External link])









	 • Summer ( DST[image: External link])
	


	
WEST[image: External link] ( UTC+1[image: External link])









	



	Patron saints[image: External link]
	
Saint Brigit[image: External link]

Saint Colmcille[image: External link]

Saint Patrick[image: External link]





Ireland ( i[image: External link]/'aIerlend /[image: External link]; Irish[image: External link]: Éire[image: External link] [ˈeːɾʲə][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link]); Ulster-Scots[image: External link]: Airlann [ˈɑːrlən][image: External link]) is an island[image: External link] in the North Atlantic[image: External link]. It is separated from Great Britain[image: External link] to its east by the North Channel[image: External link], the Irish Sea[image: External link], and St George's Channel[image: External link]. Ireland is the second-largest island[image: External link] of the British Isles[image: External link], the third-largest[image: External link] in Europe[image: External link], and the twentieth-largest[image: External link] on Earth[image: External link].[6]

Politically, Ireland is divided between the Republic of Ireland[image: External link] (officially named Ireland[image: External link]), which covers five-sixths of the island, and Northern Ireland[image: External link], which is part of the United Kingdom[image: External link], in the northeast of the island. In 2011, the population of Ireland[image: External link] was about 6.4 million, ranking it the second-most populous island in Europe[image: External link] after Great Britain[image: External link]. Just under 4.6 million live in the Republic of Ireland and just over 1.8 million live in Northern Ireland.[7]

The island's geography[image: External link] comprises relatively low-lying mountains surrounding a central plain, with several navigable rivers[image: External link] extending inland. The island has lush vegetation, a product of its mild but changeable climate which avoids extremes in temperature. Thick woodlands covered the island until the Middle Ages[image: External link]. As of 2013, the amount of land that is wooded in Ireland is about 11% of the total, compared with a European average of 35%.[8][9] There are twenty-six extant mammal[image: External link] species native to Ireland.[10] The Irish climate[image: External link] is very moderate and classified as oceanic[image: External link].[11] As a result, winters are milder than expected for such a northerly area. However, summers are cooler than those in Continental Europe[image: External link]. Rainfall and cloud cover are abundant.

The earliest evidence of human presence in Ireland is dated at 10,500 BC.[12] Gaelic Ireland[image: External link] had emerged by the 1st century CE. The island was Christianised[image: External link] from the 5th century onward. Following the Norman invasion[image: External link] in the 12th century, England[image: External link] claimed sovereignty over Ireland. However, English rule did not extend over the whole island until the 16th–17th century Tudor conquest[image: External link], which led to colonisation by settlers from Britain[image: External link]. In the 1690s, a system of Protestant English rule[image: External link] was designed to materially disadvantage the Catholic[image: External link] majority and Protestant dissenters[image: External link], and was extended during the 18th century. With the Acts of Union[image: External link] in 1801, Ireland became a part of[image: External link] the United Kingdom[image: External link]. A war of independence[image: External link] in the early 20th century was followed by the partition of the island[image: External link], creating the Irish Free State[image: External link], which became increasingly sovereign over the following decades, and Northern Ireland, which remained a part of the United Kingdom. Northern Ireland saw much civil unrest from the late 1960s until the 1990s[image: External link]. This subsided following a political agreement[image: External link] in 1998. In 1973 the Republic of Ireland joined the European Economic Community[image: External link] while the United Kingdom, and Northern Ireland, as part of it, did the same.

Irish culture[image: External link] has had a significant influence on other cultures, especially in the fields of literature[image: External link]. Alongside mainstream Western culture[image: External link], a strong indigenous culture exists, as expressed through Gaelic games[image: External link], Irish music[image: External link], and the Irish language[image: External link]. The culture of the island also shares many features with that of Great Britain, including the English language[image: External link], and sports such as association football[image: External link], rugby[image: External link], horse racing[image: External link], and golf[image: External link].
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The name Ireland derives from Old Irish[image: External link] Eriu. This in turn derives from Proto-Celtic[image: External link] *Iveriu (compare Welsh[image: External link] Iwerddon[image: External link]), which is also the source of Latin Hibernia[image: External link]. Iveriu derives from a root meaning "fat, prosperous."[13]
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Main article: Prehistoric Ireland[image: External link]


During the last glacial period[image: External link], and up until about 9000 years ago, most of Ireland was covered in ice, most of the time. Sea levels[image: External link] were lower and Ireland, like Great Britain[image: External link], formed part of continental Europe[image: External link]. By 12,000 BC, rising sea levels due to ice melting caused Ireland to become separated from Great Britain. Later, around 5600 BC, Great Britain itself became separated from continental Europe[image: External link].[14] The earliest evidence of human presence in Ireland is dated at 10,500 BC.[12] Until recently the earliest evidence of humans in Ireland were Mesolithic[image: External link] people who arrived by boat from Britain between 8000 BC and 7000 BC.[15]

From about 4500 BC, Neolithic[image: External link] settlers arrived introducing cereal cultivars[image: External link], a housing culture (similar to those of the same period in Scotland) and stone monuments. A more advanced agriculture was to develop at the Céide Fields[image: External link], preserved beneath a blanket of peat in present-day Tyrawley[image: External link]. An extensive field system[image: External link], arguably the oldest in the world,[16] consisted of small divisions separated by dry-stone walls[image: External link]. The fields were farmed for several centuries between 3500 BC and 3000 BC. Wheat[image: External link] and barley[image: External link] were the principal crops, imported from the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link].

The Bronze Age[image: External link] – defined by the use of metal – began around 2500 BC, with technology changing people's everyday lives during this period through innovations such as the wheel[image: External link]; harnessing oxen[image: External link]; weaving textiles[image: External link]; brewing alcohol[image: External link]; and skilful metalworking[image: External link], which produced new weapons and tools, along with fine gold[image: External link] decoration and jewellery, such as brooches[image: External link] and torcs[image: External link]. According to John T. Koch[image: External link] and others, Ireland in the Late Bronze Age was part of a maritime trading-network culture called the Atlantic Bronze Age[image: External link] that also included Britain, western France and Iberia, and that this is where Celtic languages[image: External link] developed.[17][18][19][20] This contrasts with the traditional view that their origin lies in mainland Europe with the Hallstatt culture[image: External link].
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During the Iron Age[image: External link], a Celtic language[image: External link] and culture emerged in Ireland. How and when the island of Ireland became Celtic has been debated for close to a century, with the migrations of the Celts being one of the more enduring themes of archaeological and linguistic studies. Today, there is more than one school of thought on how this occurred in Ireland.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The long-standing traditional view, once widely accepted,[by whom?[image: External link]] is that the Celtic language, Ogham[image: External link] script and culture were brought to Ireland by waves of invading or migrating Celts[image: External link] from mainland Europe. This theory draws on the Lebor Gabála Érenn[image: External link], a medieval Christian pseudo-history of Ireland along with the presence of Celtic culture, language and artefacts found in Ireland such as Celtic bronze spears, shields, torcs and other finely crafted Celtic associated possessions. The theory holds that there were four separate Celtic invasions of Ireland. The Priteni[image: External link] were said to be the first, followed by the Belgae from northern Gaul and Britain. Later, Laighin tribes from Armorica (present-day Brittany) were said to have invaded Ireland and Britain more or less simultaneously. Lastly, the Milesians[image: External link] ( Gaels[image: External link]) were said to have reached Ireland from either northern Iberia or southern Gaul.[21] It was claimed that a second wave named the Euerni, belonging to the Belgae[image: External link] people of northern Gaul, began arriving about the sixth century BC. They were said to have given their name to the island.[22][23]

A more recent theory, with broad support among archaeologists, is that Celtic culture and language arrived in Ireland as a result of cultural diffusion. This theory proposes that the Celticisation of Ireland may have been the culmination of a long process of social and economic interaction between Ireland, Britain and adjacent parts of Continental Europe.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The theory was advanced in part because of lack of archeological evidence for large-scale Celtic immigration[image: External link], though it is accepted that such movements are notoriously difficult to identify. Some proponents of this theory hold that it is likely that there was migration of smaller groups of Celts to Ireland, with sufficiently regular traffic to constitute a "migration stream," but that this was not the fundamental cause of Insular Celticisation.[citation needed[image: External link]] Historical linguists are sceptical that this method alone could account for the absorption of the Celtic language, with some saying that an assumed processional view of Celtic linguistic formation is 'an especially hazardous exercise'.[24][25] Genetic lineage investigation into the area of Celtic migration to Ireland has led to findings that showed no significant differences in mitochondrial DNA[image: External link] between Ireland and large areas of continental Europe, in contrast to parts of the Y-chromosome pattern. When taking both into account a recent study drew the conclusion that modern Celtic speakers in Ireland could be thought of as European "Atlantic Celts" showing a shared ancestry throughout the Atlantic zone from northern Iberia to western Scandinavia rather than substantially central European.[26]
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Main article: History of Ireland (800–1169)[image: External link]


The earliest written records of Ireland come from classical Greco-Roman[image: External link] geographers. Ptolemy[image: External link] in his Almagest[image: External link] refers to Ireland as Mikra Brettania (Little Britain), in contrast to the larger island, which he called Megale Brettania (Great Britain).[27] In his later work, Geography[image: External link], Ptolemy refers to Ireland as Iouernia[image: External link] and to Great Britain as Albion. These "new" names were likely to have been the local names for the islands at the time. The earlier names, in contrast[image: External link], were likely to have been coined before direct contact with local peoples was made.[28]

The Romans[image: External link] would later refer to Ireland by this name too in its Latinised[image: External link] form, Hibernia[image: External link],[29] or Scotia[image: External link].[30] Ptolemy records sixteen nations inhabiting every part of Ireland in 100 CE.[31] The relationship between the Roman Empire and the kingdoms of ancient Ireland is unclear. However, a number of finds of Roman coins have been made, for example at the Iron Age settlement of Freestone Hill near Gowran[image: External link] and Newgrange[image: External link].[32]

Ireland continued as a patchwork of rival kingdoms but, beginning in the 7th century, a concept of national kingship gradually became articulated through the concept of a High King of Ireland[image: External link]. Medieval Irish literature[image: External link] portrays an almost unbroken sequence of High Kings stretching back thousands of years but modern historians believe the scheme was constructed in the 8th century to justify the status of powerful political groupings by projecting the origins of their rule into the remote past.[33]

All of the Irish kingdoms had their own kings but were nominally subject to the High King. The High King was drawn from the ranks of the provincial kings and ruled also the royal kingdom of Meath[image: External link], with a ceremonial capital at the Hill of Tara[image: External link]. The concept didn't become a political reality until the Viking Age[image: External link] and even then was not a consistent one.[34] Ireland did have a culturally unifying rule of law: the early written judicial system, the Brehon Laws[image: External link], administered by a professional class of jurists known as the brehons.[35]

The Chronicle of Ireland[image: External link] records that in 431, Bishop Palladius[image: External link] arrived in Ireland on a mission from Pope Celestine I[image: External link] to minister to the Irish "already believing in Christ".[36] The same chronicle records that Saint Patrick[image: External link], Ireland's best known patron saint[image: External link], arrived the following year. There is continued debate over the missions of Palladius and Patrick, but the consensus is that they both took place[37] and that the older druid[image: External link] tradition collapsed in the face of the new religion.[38] Irish Christian scholars excelled in the study of Latin[image: External link] and Greek learning and Christian theology. In the monastic culture that followed the Christianisation of Ireland, Latin and Greek learning was preserved in Ireland during the Early Middle Ages[image: External link] in contrast to elsewhere in Europe, where the Dark Ages[image: External link] followed the Fall of the Western Roman Empire[image: External link].[38][39]

The arts of manuscript illumination[image: External link], metalworking and sculpture flourished and produced treasures such as the Book of Kells[image: External link], ornate jewellery and the many carved stone crosses[40] that still dot the island today. A mission founded in 563 on Iona[image: External link] by the Irish monk Saint Columba[image: External link] began a tradition of Irish missionary[image: External link] work that spread Celtic Christianity[image: External link] and learning to Scotland[image: External link], England[image: External link] and the Frankish Empire[image: External link] on Continental Europe[image: External link] after the fall of Rome.[41] These missions continued until the late Middle Ages[image: External link], establishing monasteries[image: External link] and centres of learning, producing scholars such as Sedulius Scottus[image: External link] and Johannes Eriugena[image: External link] and exerting much influence in Europe.

From the 9th century, waves of Viking[image: External link] raiders plundered Irish monasteries and towns.[42] These raids added to a pattern of raiding and endemic warfare[image: External link] that was already deep-seated in Ireland. The Vikings also were involved in establishing most of the major coastal settlements in Ireland: Dublin[image: External link], Limerick[image: External link], Cork[image: External link], Wexford[image: External link], Waterford[image: External link], as well as other smaller settlements.[43]
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See also: Bruce campaign in Ireland[image: External link]


On 1 May 1169, an expedition of Cambro[image: External link]- Norman[image: External link] knights with an army of about six hundred landed at Bannow Strand[image: External link] in present-day County Wexford[image: External link]. It was led by Richard de Clare[image: External link], called Strongbow due to his prowess as an archer.[44] The invasion, which coincided with a period of renewed Norman expansion, was at the invitation of Dermot Mac Murrough[image: External link], the king of Leinster[image: External link].[45]

In 1166, Mac Murrough had fled to Anjou[image: External link], France, following a war involving Tighearnán Ua Ruairc[image: External link], of Breifne[image: External link], and sought the assistance of the Angevin[image: External link] king, Henry II[image: External link], in recapturing his kingdom. In 1171, Henry arrived in Ireland in order to review the general progress of the expedition. He wanted to re-exert royal authority over the invasion which was expanding beyond his control. Henry successfully re-imposed his authority over Strongbow and the Cambro-Norman warlords and persuaded many of the Irish[image: External link] kings to accept him as their overlord, an arrangement confirmed in the 1175 Treaty of Windsor[image: External link].

The invasion was legitimised by the provisions of the Papal Bull[image: External link] Laudabiliter[image: External link], issued by Adrian IV[image: External link] in 1155. The bull encouraged Henry to take control in Ireland in order to oversee the financial and administrative reorganisation of the Irish Church[image: External link] and its integration into the Roman Church system.[46] Some restructuring had already begun at the ecclesiastical level following the Synod of Kells[image: External link] in 1152.[47] There has been significant controversy regarding the authenticity of Laudabiliter,[48] and there is no general agreement as to whether the bull was genuine or a forgery.[49][50]

In 1172, the new pope, Alexander III[image: External link], further encouraged Henry to advance the integration of the Irish Church with Rome. Henry was authorised to impose a tithe[image: External link] of one penny per hearth as an annual contribution. This church levy, called Peter's Pence[image: External link], is extant in Ireland as a voluntary donation. In turn, Henry accepted the title of Lord of Ireland[image: External link] which Henry conferred on his younger son, John Lackland[image: External link], in 1185. This defined the Irish state as the Lordship of Ireland[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] When Henry's successor died unexpectedly in 1199, John[image: External link] inherited the crown of England and retained the Lordship of Ireland.

Over the century that followed, Norman feudal law gradually replaced the Gaelic Brehon Law so that by the late 13th century the Norman-Irish[image: External link] had established a feudal system throughout much of Ireland. Norman settlements were characterised by the establishment of baronies, manors, towns and the seeds of the modern county system. A version of the Magna Carta[image: External link] (the Great Charter of Ireland[image: External link]), substituting Dublin for London and Irish Church for Church of England, was published in 1216 and the Parliament of Ireland[image: External link] was founded in 1297.

From the mid-14th century, after the Black Death[image: External link], Norman settlements in Ireland went into a period of decline. The Norman rulers and the Gaelic Irish elites intermarried and the areas under Norman rule became Gaelicised[image: External link]. In some parts, a hybrid Hiberno-Norman culture emerged. In response, the Irish parliament[image: External link] passed the Statutes of Kilkenny[image: External link] in 1367. These were a set of laws designed to prevent the assimilation of the Normans into Irish society by requiring English subjects in Ireland to speak English, follow English customs and abide by English law.[51]

By the end of the 15th century central English authority in Ireland had all but disappeared and a renewed Irish culture and language, albeit with Norman influences, was dominant again. English Crown control remained relatively unshaken in an amorphous foothold around Dublin known as The Pale[image: External link], and under the provisions of Poynings' Law[image: External link] of 1494, the Irish Parliamentary legislation was subject to the approval of the English Parliament[image: External link].[52]
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Main article: Kingdom of Ireland[image: External link]


The title of King of Ireland[image: External link] was re-created in 1542 by Henry VIII[image: External link], then King of England[image: External link], of the Tudor dynasty[image: External link]. English rule of law was reinforced and expanded in Ireland during the latter part of the 16th century, leading to the Tudor conquest of Ireland[image: External link]. A near complete conquest was achieved by the turn of the 17th century, following the Nine Years' War[image: External link] and the Flight of the Earls[image: External link].

This control was further consolidated during the wars and conflicts of the 17th century, which witnessed English and Scottish colonisation in the Plantations of Ireland[image: External link], the Wars of the Three Kingdoms[image: External link] and the Williamite War[image: External link]. Irish losses during the Wars of the Three Kingdoms (which, in Ireland, included the Irish Confederacy[image: External link] and the Cromwellian conquest of Ireland[image: External link]) are estimated to include 20,000 battlefield casualties. 200,000 civilians are estimated to have died as a result of a combination of war-related famine, displacement, guerrilla activity and pestilence over the duration of the war. A further 50,000[Note 1] were sent into indentured servitude[image: External link] in the West Indies[image: External link]. Some historians estimate that as much as half of the pre-war population of Ireland may have died as a result of the conflict.[55]

The religious struggles of the 17th century left a deep sectarian division in Ireland. Religious allegiance now determined the perception in law of loyalty to the Irish King and Parliament. After the passing of the Test Act 1672[image: External link], and with the victory of the forces of the dual monarchy of William[image: External link] and Mary[image: External link] over the Jacobites[image: External link], Roman Catholics and nonconforming Protestant Dissenters were barred from sitting as members in the Irish Parliament[image: External link]. Under the emerging Penal Laws[image: External link], Irish Roman Catholics and Dissenters were increasingly deprived of various and sundry civil rights even to the ownership of hereditary property. Additional regressive punitive legislation followed 1703, 1709 and 1728. This completed a comprehensive systemic effort to materially disadvantage Roman Catholics and Protestant Dissenters, while enriching a new ruling class of Anglican conformists.[56] The new Anglo-Irish ruling class became known as the Protestant Ascendancy[image: External link].

An extraordinary climatic shock known as the "Great Frost[image: External link]" struck Ireland and the rest of Europe between December 1739 and September 1741, after a decade of relatively mild winters. The winters destroyed stored crops of potatoes and other staples and the poor summers severely damaged harvests.[57] This resulted in the famine of 1740[image: External link]. An estimated 250,000 people (about one in eight of the population) died from the ensuing pestilence and disease.[58] The Irish government halted export of corn and kept the army in quarters but did little more.[58][59] Local gentry and charitable organisations provided relief but could do little to prevent the ensuing mortality.[58][59]

In the aftermath of the famine, an increase in industrial production and a surge in trade brought a succession of construction booms. The population soared in the latter part of this century and the architectural legacy of Georgian[image: External link] Ireland was built. In 1782, Poynings' Law[image: External link] was repealed, giving Ireland legislative independence from Great Britain for the first time since 1495. The British government, however, still retained the right to nominate the government of Ireland without the consent of the Irish parliament.
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Main article: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland[image: External link]


In 1798, members of the Protestant Dissenter tradition (mainly Presbyterian[image: External link]) made common cause with Roman Catholics in a republican rebellion inspired and led by the Society of United Irishmen[image: External link], with the aim of creating an independent Ireland. Despite assistance from France the rebellion[image: External link] was put down by British and Irish government and yeomanry forces. In 1800, the British and Irish parliaments both passed Acts of Union[image: External link] that, with effect from 1 January 1801, merged the Kingdom of Ireland[image: External link] and the Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link] to create a United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland[image: External link].[60]

The passage of the Act in the Irish Parliament was ultimately achieved with substantial majorities, having failed on the first attempt in 1799. According to contemporary documents and historical analysis, this was achieved through a considerable degree of bribery, with funding provided by the British Secret Service Office, and the awarding of peerages, places and honours to secure votes.[60] Thus, the parliament in Ireland was abolished and replaced by a united parliament at Westminster[image: External link] in London[image: External link], though resistance remained, as evidenced by Robert Emmet[image: External link]'s failed Irish Rebellion of 1803[image: External link].

Aside from the development of the linen[image: External link] industry, Ireland was largely passed over by the industrial revolution[image: External link], partly because it lacked coal and iron resources[61][62] and partly because of the impact of the sudden union with the structurally superior economy of England,[63] which saw Ireland as a source of agricultural produce and capital.[64][65]

The Great Famine[image: External link] of 1845–1851 devastated Ireland, as in those years Ireland's population fell by one-third. More than one million people died from starvation and disease, while an additional two million people emigrated, mostly to the United States and Canada.[66] By the end of the decade, half of all immigration to the United States[image: External link] was from Ireland. The period of civil unrest that followed until the end of the 19th century is referred to as the Land War[image: External link]. Mass emigration became deeply entrenched and the population continued to decline until the mid-20th century. Immediately prior to the famine the population was recorded as 8.2 million by the 1841 census[image: External link].[67] The population has never returned to this level since.[68] The population continued to fall until 1961 and it was not until the 2006 census that the last county of Ireland (County Leitrim[image: External link]) to record a rise in population since 1841 did so.

The 19th and early 20th centuries saw the rise of modern Irish nationalism[image: External link], primarily among the Roman Catholic population. The pre-eminent Irish political figure after the Union was Daniel O'Connell[image: External link]. He was elected as Member of Parliament for Ennis[image: External link] in a surprise result and despite being unable to take his seat as a Roman Catholic[image: External link]. O'Connell spearheaded a vigorous campaign that was taken up by the Prime Minister, the Irish-born soldier and statesman, the Duke of Wellington[image: External link]. Steering the Catholic Relief Bill[image: External link] through Parliament, aided by future prime minister Robert Peel[image: External link], Wellington prevailed upon a reluctant George IV[image: External link] to sign the Bill and proclaim it into law. George's father[image: External link] had opposed the plan of the earlier Prime Minister, Pitt the Younger[image: External link], to introduce such a bill following the Union of 1801, fearing Catholic Emancipation[image: External link] to be in conflict with the Act of Settlement 1701[image: External link].

Daniel O'Connell led a subsequent campaign, for the repeal of the Act of Union, which failed. Later in the century, Charles Stewart Parnell[image: External link] and others campaigned for autonomy within the Union, or "Home Rule[image: External link]". Unionists, especially those located in Ulster, were strongly opposed to Home Rule, which they thought would be dominated by Catholic interests.[69] After several attempts to pass a Home Rule bill through parliament, it looked certain that one would finally pass in 1914. To prevent this from happening, the Ulster Volunteers[image: External link] were formed in 1913 under the leadership of Edward Carson[image: External link].[70]

Their formation was followed in 1914 by the establishment of the Irish Volunteers[image: External link], whose aim was to ensure that the Home Rule Bill[image: External link] was passed. The Act was passed but with the "temporary" exclusion of the six counties of Ulster that would become Northern Ireland. Before it could be implemented, however, the Act was suspended for the duration of the First World War[image: External link]. The Irish Volunteers split into two groups. The majority, approximately 175,000 in number, under John Redmond[image: External link], took the name National Volunteers[image: External link] and supported Irish involvement[image: External link] in the war. A minority, approximately 13,000, retained the Irish Volunteers' name, and opposed Ireland's involvement in the war.[70]

The Easter Rising[image: External link] of 1916 was carried out by the latter group together with a smaller socialist militia, the Irish Citizen Army[image: External link]. The British response, executing fifteen leaders of the Rising over a period of ten days and imprisoning or interning more than a thousand people, turned the mood of the country in favour of the rebels. Support for Irish republicanism increased[image: External link] further due to the ongoing war in Europe, as well as the Conscription Crisis of 1918[image: External link].[71]

The pro-independence republican party, Sinn Féin[image: External link], received overwhelming endorsement in the general election of 1918[image: External link], and in 1919 proclaimed an Irish Republic[image: External link], setting up its own parliament (Dáil Éireann[image: External link]) and government. Simultaneously the Volunteers, which became known as the Irish Republican Army[image: External link] (IRA), launched a three-year guerrilla war[image: External link], which ended in a truce in July 1921 (although violence continued until June 1922, mostly in Northern Ireland).[71]
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Main article: Partition of Ireland[image: External link]


In December 1921, the Anglo-Irish Treaty[image: External link] was concluded between the British Government and representatives of the Second Dáil[image: External link]. It gave Ireland complete independence in its home affairs and practical independence for foreign policy, but an opt-out clause allowed Northern Ireland[image: External link] to remain within the United Kingdom, which it immediately exercised as expected. Additionally, an oath of allegiance to the King was to be taken.[72] Disagreements over these provisions led to a split in the nationalist movement and a subsequent Irish Civil War[image: External link] between the new government of the Irish Free State[image: External link] and those opposed to the treaty, led by Éamon de Valera[image: External link]. The civil war officially ended in May 1923 when de Valera issued a cease-fire order.[73]
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Main articles: History of the Republic of Ireland[image: External link] and Economy of the Republic of Ireland[image: External link]


During its first decade, the newly formed Irish Free State[image: External link] was governed by the victors of the civil war. When de Valera achieved power, he took advantage of the Statute of Westminster[image: External link] and political circumstances[image: External link] to build upon inroads to greater sovereignty made by the previous government. The oath was abolished and in 1937 a new constitution was adopted.[71] This completed a process of gradual separation from the British Empire that governments had pursued since independence. However, it was not until 1949 that the state was declared, officially, to be the Republic of Ireland[image: External link].

The state was neutral[image: External link] during World War II[image: External link], but offered clandestine assistance to the Allies[image: External link], particularly in the potential defence of Northern Ireland. Despite their country's neutrality, approximately 50,000[74] volunteers from independent Ireland joined the British forces during the war, four being awarded Victoria Crosses[image: External link].

The Abwehr[image: External link] was also active in Ireland.[75] German intelligence operations effectively ended in September 1941 when police[image: External link] made arrests on the basis of surveillance carried out on the key diplomatic legations in Dublin, including that of the United States. To the authorities, counterintelligence was a fundamental line of defence. With a regular army of only slightly over seven thousand men at the start of the war, and with limited supplies of modern weapons, the state would have had great difficulty in defending itself from invasion from either side in the conflict.[75][76]

Large-scale emigration marked most of the post-WWII period (particularly during the 1950s and 1980s), but beginning in 1987 the economy improved, and the 1990s saw the beginning of substantial economic growth. This period of growth became known as the Celtic Tiger[image: External link].[77] The Republic's real GDP grew by an average of 9.6% per annum between 1995 and 1999,[78] in which year the Republic joined the euro[image: External link]. In 2000, it was the sixth-richest country in the world in terms of GDP per capita.[79]

Social changes also occurred in this time, most markedly with the decline in authority of the Catholic Church. The financial crisis[image: External link] that began in 2008 dramatically ended this period of boom. GDP fell by 3% in 2008 and by 7.1% in 2009, the worst year since records began (although earnings by foreign-owned businesses continued to grow).[80] The state has since experienced deep recession, with unemployment, which doubled during 2009, remaining above 14% in 2012.[81]
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Northern Ireland was created as a division of the United Kingdom by the Government of Ireland Act 1920[image: External link] and until 1972 it was a self-governing jurisdiction within the United Kingdom with its own parliament and prime minister. Northern Ireland, as part of the United Kingdom, was not neutral during the Second World War and Belfast suffered four bombing raids[image: External link] in 1941. Conscription[image: External link] was not extended to Northern Ireland and roughly an equal number volunteered from Northern Ireland as volunteered from the south. One, James Joseph Magennis[image: External link], received the Victoria Cross for valour.

Although Northern Ireland was largely spared the strife of the civil war, in decades that followed partition there were sporadic episodes of inter-communal violence. Nationalists, mainly Roman Catholic, wanted to unite Ireland as an independent republic, whereas unionists, mainly Protestant, wanted Northern Ireland to remain in the United Kingdom. The Protestant and Catholic communities in Northern Ireland voted largely along sectarian[image: External link] lines, meaning that the Government of Northern Ireland (elected by "first-past-the-post"[image: External link] from 1929) was controlled by the Ulster Unionist Party[image: External link]. Over time, the minority Catholic community felt increasingly alienated with further disaffection fuelled by practices such as gerrymandering[image: External link] and discrimination[image: External link] in housing and employment.[82][83][84]

In the late 1960s, nationalist grievances were aired publicly in mass civil rights[image: External link] protests, which were often confronted by loyalist[image: External link] counter-protests.[85] The government's reaction to confrontations was seen to be one-sided and heavy-handed in favour of unionists. Law and order broke down as unrest and inter-communal violence increased.[86] The Northern Ireland government requested the British Army[image: External link] to aid the police, who were exhausted after several nights of serious rioting[image: External link]. In 1969, the paramilitary[image: External link] Provisional IRA[image: External link], which favoured the creation of a united Ireland[image: External link], emerged from a split in the Irish Republican Army[image: External link] and began a campaign against what it called the "British occupation of the six counties".

Other groups, on both the unionist side and the nationalist side, participated in violence and a period known as the Troubles[image: External link] began. Over 3,600 deaths resulted over the subsequent three decades of conflict.[87] Owing to the civil unrest during the Troubles, the British government[image: External link] suspended home rule in 1972 and imposed direct rule[image: External link]. There were several unsuccessful attempts to end the Troubles politically, such as the Sunningdale Agreement[image: External link] of 1973. In 1998, following a ceasefire by the Provisional IRA and multi-party talks, the Good Friday Agreement[image: External link] was concluded as a treaty between the British[image: External link] and Irish[image: External link] governments, annexing the text agreed in the multi-party talks.

The substance of the Agreement (formally referred to as the Belfast Agreement) was later endorsed by referendums in both parts of Ireland. The Agreement restored self-government to Northern Ireland on the basis of power-sharing in a regional Executive[image: External link] drawn from the major parties in a new Northern Ireland Assembly[image: External link], with entrenched protections for the two main communities. The Executive is jointly headed by a First Minister and deputy First Minister[image: External link] drawn from the unionist and nationalist parties. Violence had decreased greatly after the Provisional IRA and loyalist ceasefires in 1994 and in 2005 the Provisional IRA announced the end of its armed campaign and an independent commission[image: External link] supervised its disarmament and that of other nationalist and unionist paramilitary organisations.[88]

The Assembly and power-sharing Executive were suspended several times but were restored again in 2007. In that year the British government officially ended its military support of the police in Northern Ireland (Operation Banner[image: External link]) and began withdrawing troops. On 27 June 2012, Northern Ireland's deputy first minister and former IRA commander, Martin McGuinness, shook hands with Queen Elizabeth II in Belfast, symbolising reconciliation between the two sides.
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Ireland[image: External link]


Politically, the island is divided between the Republic of Ireland, an independent state[image: External link], and Northern Ireland (a constituent country of the United Kingdom[image: External link]). They share an open border[image: External link] and both are part of the Common Travel Area[image: External link].

Both the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom are members of the European Union[image: External link], and as a consequence there is free movement of people, goods, services and capital[image: External link] across the border.
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 Republic of Ireland




Main article: Republic of Ireland[image: External link]


The Republic of Ireland is a parliamentary democracy[image: External link] based on the British model, with a written constitution[image: External link] and a popularly elected president who has mostly ceremonial powers. The government[image: External link] is headed by a prime minister, the Taoiseach[image: External link], who is appointed by the President[image: External link] on the nomination of the lower house of parliament, the Dáil[image: External link]. Members of the government are chosen from both the Dáil and the upper house of parliament, the Seanad[image: External link]. Its capital is Dublin[image: External link].

The Republic today ranks amongst the wealthiest countries in the world in terms of GDP per capita[image: External link][89] and in 2015 was ranked the sixth most developed nation in the world by the United Nations' Human Development Index[image: External link].[90] A period of rapid economic expansion from 1995 onwards became known as the Celtic Tiger[image: External link] period, was brought to an end in 2008 with an unprecedented financial crisis[image: External link] and an economic depression in 2009.
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 Northern Ireland




Main article: Northern Ireland[image: External link]


Northern Ireland is a part of the United Kingdom[image: External link] with a local executive[image: External link] and assembly[image: External link] which exercise devolved powers. The executive is jointly headed by the first and deputy-first minister, with the ministries being allocated in proportion with each party's representation in the assembly. Its capital is Belfast.

Ultimately political power is held by the UK government[image: External link], from which Northern Ireland has gone through intermittent periods of direct rule during which devolved powers have been suspended. Northern Ireland elects 18 of the UK House of Commons[image: External link]' 650 MPs. The Northern Ireland Secretary[image: External link] is a cabinet-level post in the British government.

Along with England and Wales[image: External link] and Scotland[image: External link], Northern Ireland forms one of the three separate legal jurisdictions of the UK, all of which share the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom[image: External link] as their court of final appeal.
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 All-island institutions




As part of the Good Friday Agreement[image: External link], the British and Irish governments agreed on the creation of all-island institutions and areas of cooperation.

The North/South Ministerial Council[image: External link] is an institution through which ministers from the Government of Ireland[image: External link] and the Northern Ireland Executive[image: External link] agree all-island policies. At least six of these policy areas must have an associated all-island "implementation bodies" and at least six others must be implemented separately in each jurisdiction. The implementation bodies are: Waterways Ireland[image: External link], the Food Safety Promotion Board[image: External link], InterTradeIreland[image: External link], the Special European Union Programmes Body[image: External link], the North/South Language Body[image: External link] and the Foyle, Carlingford and Irish Lights Commission[image: External link].

The British–Irish Intergovernmental Conference[image: External link] provides for co-operation between the Government of Ireland and the Government of the United Kingdom on all matter of mutual interest, especially Northern Ireland. In light of the Republic's particular interest in the governance of Northern Ireland, "regular and frequent" meetings co-chaired by the ROI Minister for Foreign Affairs and the UK Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, dealing with non-devolved matters to do with Northern Ireland and non-devolved all-Ireland[image: External link] issues, are required to take place under the establishing treaty.

The North/South Inter-Parliamentary Association[image: External link] is a joint parliamentary forum for the island of Ireland. It has no formal powers but operates as a forum for discussing matters of common concern between the respective legislatures.
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 Economy




Despite the two jurisdictions using two distinct currencies (the euro[image: External link] and pound sterling[image: External link]), a growing amount of commercial activity is carried out on an all-Ireland basis. This has been facilitated by the two jurisdictions' shared membership of the European Union[image: External link], and there have been calls from members of the business community and policymakers for the creation of an "all-Ireland economy" to take advantage of economies of scale[image: External link] and boost competitiveness.[91]

There are two multi-city regions on the island of Ireland:


	
Dublin-Belfast corridor[image: External link] - 3.3 m

	
Cork-Limerick-Galway corridor[image: External link] - 1 m



Below is a comparison of the Regional GDP on the island of Ireland.



	Republic of Ireland: Border Midlands & West[image: External link]

	Republic of Ireland: Southern & Eastern[image: External link]

	United Kingdom: Northern Ireland



	€30 bn[92]

	€142 bn (Dublin €72.4bn)[92]

	€43.4 bn (Belfast €20.9 bn)[93]




	€23,700 per person[93]

	€39,900 per person[93]

	€21,000 per person[93]







	Area
	Population
	Country
	City
	2012 GDP €
	GDP per person €
	2014 GDP €
	GDP per person €



	Dublin Region[image: External link]
	1,350,000
	ROI
	Dublin
	€72.4 bn
	€57,200
	€87.238 bn
	€68,208



	South-West Region[image: External link]
	670,000
	ROI
	Cork
	€32.3 bn
	€48,500
	€33.745 bn
	€50,544



	Greater Belfast[image: External link]
	720,000
	NI
	Belfast
	€20.9 bn
	€33,550
	€22.153 bn
	€34,850



	West Region[image: External link]
	454,000
	ROI
	Galway
	€13.8 bn
	€31,500
	€13.37 bn
	€29,881



	Mid-West Region[image: External link]
	383,000
	ROI
	Limerick
	€11.4 bn
	€30,300
	€12.116 bn
	€31,792



	South-East Region[image: External link]
	510,000
	ROI
	Waterford
	€12.8 bn
	€25,600
	€14.044 bn
	€28,094



	Mid-East Region[image: External link]
	558,000
	ROI
	Bray
	€13.3 bn
	€24,700
	€16.024 bn
	€30,033



	Border Region[image: External link]
	519,000
	ROI
	Drogheda
	€10.7 bn
	€21,100
	€10.452 bn
	€20,205



	East of Northern Ireland
	430,000
	NI
	Ballymena
	€9.5 bn
	€20,300
	€10.793 bn
	€24,100



	Midlands Region[image: External link]
	290,000
	ROI
	Athlone
	€5.7 bn
	€20,100
	€6.172 bn
	€21,753



	West and South of Northern Ireland
	400,000
	NI
	Newry
	€8.4 bn
	€19,300
	€5.849 bn
	€20,100



	North of Northern Ireland
	280,000
	NI
	Derry
	€5.5 bn
	€18,400
	€9.283 bn
	€22,000



	Total
	6.6 m
	
	
	€216.7 bn
	
	€241 bn
	




[94]


	The BMW region of the Republic of Ireland (consisting of Connacht[image: External link], Counties Laois[image: External link], Offaly[image: External link], Westmeath[image: External link], Longford[image: External link], Donegal[image: External link], Monaghan[image: External link], Cavan[image: External link], Louth[image: External link])

	The S&E region of the Republic of Ireland (consisting of Munster[image: External link], Counties Dublin[image: External link], Wicklow[image: External link], Meath[image: External link], Kildare[image: External link], Kilkenny[image: External link], Carlow[image: External link], Wexford[image: External link]).
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 Tourism




Main article: Tourist destinations in Ireland[image: External link]


There are three World Heritage Sites[image: External link] on the island: the Brú na Bóinne[image: External link], Skellig Michael and the Giant's Causeway[image: External link].[95] A number of other places are on the tentative list, for example the Burren[image: External link], the Ceide Fields[96] and Mount Stewart[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Some of the most visited sites in Ireland include Bunratty Castle[image: External link], the Rock of Cashel[image: External link], the Cliffs of Moher[image: External link], Holy Cross Abbey[image: External link] and Blarney Castle[image: External link].[97] Historically important monastic sites include Glendalough[image: External link] and Clonmacnoise[image: External link], which are maintained as national monuments[image: External link] in the Republic of Ireland.[98]

Dublin[image: External link] is the most heavily touristed region[97] and home to several of the most popular attractions such as the Guinness Storehouse[image: External link] and Book of Kells[image: External link].[97] The west and south west, which includes the Lakes of Killarney[image: External link] and the Dingle peninsula[image: External link] in County Kerry and Connemara[image: External link] and the Aran Islands[image: External link] in County Galway[image: External link], are also popular tourist destinations.[97]

Achill Island[image: External link] lies off the coast of County Mayo[image: External link] and is Ireland's largest island. It is a popular tourist destination for surfing and contains 5 Blue Flag beaches[image: External link] and Croaghaun[image: External link] one of the worlds highest sea cliffs. Stately homes[image: External link], built during the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries in Palladian[image: External link], Neoclassical[image: External link] and neo-Gothic[image: External link] styles, such as, Castle Ward[image: External link], Castletown House[image: External link], Bantry House[image: External link], Glenveagh Castle[image: External link] are also of interest to tourists. Some have been converted into hotels, such as Ashford Castle[image: External link], Castle Leslie[image: External link] and Dromoland Castle[image: External link].
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 Energy




Ireland has an ancient industry based on peat[image: External link] (known locally as "turf") as a source of energy for home fires. A form of biomass[image: External link] energy, this source of heat is still widely used in rural[image: External link] areas. However, due to the ecological importance of peatlands in storing carbon and their rarity, the EU is attempting to protect this habitat by fining Ireland if they are dug up. In cities, heat is generally supplied by heating oil[image: External link], although some urban suppliers distribute "sods of turf" as "smokeless fuel".

An area in which the island operates as a single market is electricity[image: External link].[99] For much of their existence electricity networks[image: External link] in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland were entirely separate. Both networks were designed and constructed independently post partition. However, as a result of changes over recent years they are now connected with three interlinks[100] and also connected through Great Britain to mainland Europe. The situation in Northern Ireland is complicated by the issue of private companies not supplying Northern Ireland Electricity[image: External link] (NIE) with enough power. In the Republic of Ireland, the ESB[image: External link] has failed to modernise its power stations and the availability of power plants has recently averaged only 66%, one of the worst such rates in Western Europe. EirGrid[image: External link] is building a HVDC[image: External link] transmission line between Ireland and Great Britain with a capacity of 500 MW,[101] about 10% of Ireland's peak demand.

As with electricity, the natural gas[image: External link] distribution network is also now all-island, with a pipeline linking Gormanston, County Meath[image: External link], and Ballyclare[image: External link], County Antrim[image: External link] completed in 2007.[102] Most of Ireland's gas comes through interconnectors between Twynholm[image: External link] in Scotland[image: External link] and Ballylumford[image: External link], County Antrim and Loughshinny[image: External link], County Dublin[image: External link]. A decreasing supply is coming from the Kinsale gas field off the County Cork coast[103][104] and the Corrib Gas Field[image: External link] off the coast of County Mayo[image: External link] has yet to come on-line. The County Mayo field is facing some localised opposition over a controversial decision[image: External link] to refine the gas onshore.

The Republic of Ireland has shown a strong commitment to renewable energy, ranking as one of the top 10 markets for cleantech investment in the 2014 Global Green Economy Index.[105] Research and development in Ireland in renewable energy[image: External link] such as wind power[image: External link] has increased since 2004. Large wind farms[image: External link] are being constructed in coastal counties such as Cork, Donegal, Mayo and Antrim. The construction of wind farms has in some cases been delayed by opposition from local communities, some of whom overall consider the wind turbines[image: External link] to be unsightly. The Republic of Ireland is also hindered by an ageing network that was not designed to handle the varying availability of power that comes from wind farms. The ESB's Turlough Hill[image: External link] facility is the only power-storage facility in the state.[106]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Geography




Main article: Geography of Ireland[image: External link]


The island of Ireland is located in the north-west of Europe[image: External link], between latitudes 51°[image: External link] and 56° N[image: External link], and longitudes 11°[image: External link] and 5° W[image: External link]. It is separated from the neighbouring island of Great Britain by the Irish Sea[image: External link] and the North Channel[image: External link], which has a width of 23 kilometres (14 mi)[107] at its narrowest point. To the west is the northern Atlantic Ocean[image: External link] and to the south is the Celtic Sea[image: External link], which lies between Ireland and Brittany[image: External link], in France. Ireland has a total area of 84,421 km2 (32,595 sq mi)[1][108][ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]]. Ireland and Great Britain, together with many nearby smaller islands, are known collectively as the British Isles[image: External link]. As the term British Isles is controversial[image: External link] in relation to Ireland, the alternate term Britain and Ireland is often used as a neutral term for the islands.

A ring of coastal mountains surround low plains[image: External link] at the centre of the island. The highest of these is Carrauntoohil[image: External link] ( Irish[image: External link]: Corrán Tuathail) in County Kerry, which rises to 1,038 m (3,406 ft) above sea level.[109] The most arable land lies in the province of Leinster[image: External link].[110] Western areas can be mountainous and rocky with green panoramic vistas[image: External link]. The River Shannon[image: External link], the island's longest river at 386 km (240 mi) long, rises in County Cavan[image: External link] in the north west and flows 113 kilometres (70 mi) to Limerick[image: External link] city in the mid west.[109][111]

The island consists of varied geological provinces[image: External link]. In the far west, around County Galway and County Donegal[image: External link], is a medium to high grade metamorphic and igneous complex of Caledonide[image: External link] affinity, similar to the Scottish Highlands[image: External link]. Across southeast Ulster and extending southwest to Longford[image: External link] and south to Navan[image: External link] is a province of Ordovician and Silurian rocks, with similarities to the Southern Uplands[image: External link] province of Scotland[image: External link]. Further south, along the County Wexford[image: External link] coastline, is an area of granite intrusives[image: External link] into more Ordovician and Silurian rocks, like that found in Wales[image: External link].[112][113]

In the southwest, around Bantry Bay[image: External link] and the mountains of Macgillicuddy's Reeks[image: External link], is an area of substantially deformed, but only lightly metamorphosed[image: External link], Devonian-aged rocks.[114] This partial ring of "hard rock" geology is covered by a blanket of Carboniferous limestone over the centre of the country, giving rise to a comparatively fertile and lush landscape. The west-coast district of the Burren[image: External link] around Lisdoonvarna[image: External link] has well-developed karst[image: External link] features.[115] Significant stratiform lead-zinc mineralisation is found in the limestones around Silvermines[image: External link] and Tynagh[image: External link].

Hydrocarbon exploration[image: External link] is ongoing following the first major find at the Kinsale Head gas field[image: External link] off Cork[image: External link] in the mid-1970s.[116][117] In 1999, economically significant finds of natural gas[image: External link] were made in the Corrib Gas Field[image: External link] off the County Mayo[image: External link] coast. This has increased activity off the west coast in parallel with the "West of Shetland[image: External link]" step-out development from the North Sea hydrocarbon province[image: External link]. The Helvick oil field, estimated to contain over 28 million barrels (4,500,000 m3) of oil, is another recent discovery.[118]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Ireland[image: External link]


The island's lush vegetation, a product of its mild climate and frequent rainfall, earns it the sobriquet[image: External link] the Emerald Isle. Overall, Ireland has a mild but changeable oceanic climate[image: External link] with few extremes. The climate is typically insular and is temperate[image: External link] avoiding the extremes in temperature of many other areas in the world at similar latitudes.[119] This is a result of the moderating moist winds which ordinarily prevail from the South-Western Atlantic[image: External link].

Precipitation falls throughout the year but is light overall, particularly in the east. The west tends to be wetter on average and prone to Atlantic storms, especially in the late autumn and winter months. These occasionally bring destructive winds and higher total rainfall to these areas, as well as sometimes snow and hail. The regions of north County Galway[image: External link] and east County Mayo[image: External link] have the highest incidents of recorded lightning annually for the island, with lightning occurring approximately five to ten days per year in these areas.[120] Munster[image: External link], in the south, records the least snow whereas Ulster[image: External link], in the north, records the most.

Inland areas are warmer in summer and colder in winter. Usually around 40 days of the year are below freezing 0 °C (32 °F) at inland weather stations[image: External link], compared to 10 days at coastal stations. Ireland is sometimes affected by heat waves, most recently in 1995, 2003[image: External link], 2006[image: External link] and 2013. In common with the rest of Europe, Ireland experienced unusually cold weather during the winter of 2009/10[image: External link]. Temperatures fell as low as −17.2 °C (1 °F) in County Mayo on 20 December[121] and up to a metre (3 ft) of snow fell in mountainous areas.
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 Flora and fauna




Main articles: Fauna of Ireland[image: External link], Flora of Ireland[image: External link], and Trees of Britain and Ireland[image: External link]


Because Ireland became isolated from mainland Europe[image: External link] by rising sea levels before the last ice age had completely finished, it has fewer land animal and plant species than Great Britain, which separated later, or mainland Europe. There are 55 mammal species[image: External link] in Ireland and of them only 26 land mammal[image: External link] species are considered native to Ireland.[10] Some species, such as, the red fox[image: External link], hedgehog[image: External link] and badger[image: External link], are very common, whereas others, like the Irish hare[image: External link], red deer[image: External link] and pine marten[image: External link] are less so. Aquatic wildlife, such as species of sea turtle[image: External link], shark[image: External link], seal[image: External link], whale[image: External link], and dolphin[image: External link], are common off the coast. About 400 species of birds have been recorded in Ireland. Many of these are migratory, including the barn swallow[image: External link].

Several different habitat[image: External link] types are found in Ireland, including farmland, open woodland, temperate broadleaf and mixed forests[image: External link], conifer[image: External link] plantations, peat[image: External link] bogs[image: External link] and a variety of coastal habitats. However, agriculture drives current land use patterns in Ireland, limiting natural habitat preserves,[122] particularly for larger wild mammals with greater territorial needs. With no large apex predators[image: External link] in Ireland other than humans and dogs, such populations of animals as semi-wild deer that cannot be controlled by smaller predators, such as the fox, are controlled by annual culling[image: External link].

There are no snakes in Ireland and only one species of reptile (the common lizard[image: External link]) is native to the island. Extinct species include the Irish elk[image: External link], the great auk[image: External link] and the wolf[image: External link]. Some previously extinct birds, such as the golden eagle[image: External link], been reintroduced in about the year 2000 after decades of extirpation[image: External link].[123] Until medieval times Ireland was heavily forested with oak[image: External link], pine[image: External link] and birch[image: External link]. Forests today cover about 12.6% of Ireland,[9] of which 4,450 km² or one million acres is owned by Coillte[image: External link], the Republic's forestry service.[124]

As of 2012 the Republic is one of the least forested countries in Europe.[125][126] Much of the land is now covered with pasture and there are many species of wild-flower. Gorse (Ulex europaeus[image: External link]), a wild furze[image: External link], is commonly found growing in the uplands and ferns are plentiful in the more moist regions, especially in the western parts. It is home to hundreds of plant species, some of them unique to the island, and has been "invaded" by some grasses, such as Spartina anglica[image: External link].[127]

The algal[image: External link] and seaweed flora is that of the cold-temperate variety. The total number of species is 574[128] and is distributed as follows:


	264 Rhodophyta[image: External link] (red algae)

	152 Phaeophyceae[image: External link] (brown algae including kelps)

	114 Chloropyta[image: External link] (green algae)

	31 Cyanophyta[image: External link] (Blue-green algae)



Rarer species include:[128]


	
Itonoa marginifera (J.Agardh) Masuda & Guiry

	
Schmitzia hiscockiana[image: External link] Maggs & Guiry

	
Gelidiella calcicola[image: External link] Maggs & Guiry

	
Gelidium maggsiae Rico & Guiry

	
Halymenia latifolia P.L.Crouan & H.M.Crouan ex Kützing.



The island has been invaded by some algae, some of which are now well established. For example:[129]


	
Asparagopsis armara Harvey, which originated in Australia and was first recorded by M. De Valera in 1939

	
Colpomenia peregrina[image: External link] Sauvageau, which is now locally abundant and first recorded in the 1930s

	
Sargassum[image: External link] muticum (Yendo) Fensholt, now well established in a number of localities on the south, west, and north-east coasts

	
Codium fragile[image: External link] ssp. fragile (formerly reported as ssp. tomentosum), now well established.



Codium fragile ssp. atlanticum has been established to be native, although for many years it was regarded as an alien species.

Because of its mild climate, many species, including sub-tropical[image: External link] species such as palm trees[image: External link], are grown in Ireland. Phytogeographically[image: External link], Ireland belongs to the Atlantic European province of the Circumboreal Region[image: External link] within the Boreal Kingdom[image: External link]. The island itself can be subdivided into two ecoregions[image: External link]: the Celtic broadleaf forests and North Atlantic moist mixed forests.
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 Impact of agriculture




The long history of agricultural production, coupled with modern intensive agricultural methods such as pesticide and fertiliser use and runoff from contaminants into streams, rivers and lakes, impact the natural fresh-water ecosystems and have placed pressure on biodiversity in Ireland.[130][131]

A land of green fields for crop cultivation and cattle rearing limits the space available for the establishment of native wild species. Hedgerows, however, traditionally used for maintaining and demarcating land boundaries, act as a refuge for native wild flora. This ecosystem stretches across the countryside and acts as a network of connections to preserve remnants of the ecosystem that once covered the island. Subsidies under the Common Agricultural Policy[image: External link], which supported agricultural practices that preserved hedgerow environments, are undergoing reforms. The Common Agricultural Policy had in the past subsidised potentially destructive agricultural practices, for example by emphasising production without placing limits on indiscriminate use of fertilisers and pesticides; but reforms have gradually decoupled subsidies from production levels and introduced environmental and other requirements.[132]

Forest covers about 12.6% of the country, most of it designated for commercial production.[122] Forested areas typically consist of monoculture plantations of non-native species, which may result in habitats that are not suitable for supporting native species of invertebrates. Remnants of native forest can be found scattered around the island, in particular in the Killarney National Park[image: External link]. Natural areas require fencing to prevent over-grazing by deer[image: External link] and sheep that roam over uncultivated areas. Grazing in this manner is one of the main factors preventing the natural regeneration of forests across many regions of the country.[133]
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 Demographics




Main articles: Irish people[image: External link], Demographics of the Republic of Ireland[image: External link], and Demography of Northern Ireland[image: External link]


People have lived in Ireland for over 9,000 years. The different eras are termed mesolithic[image: External link], neolithic[image: External link], Bronze Age[image: External link], and Iron Age[image: External link].

Early historical and genealogical records note the existence of major groups such as the Cruthin[image: External link], Corcu Loígde[image: External link], Dál Riata[image: External link], Dáirine[image: External link], Deirgtine[image: External link], Delbhna[image: External link], Érainn[image: External link], Laigin[image: External link], Ulaid[image: External link]. Slightly later major groups included the Connachta[image: External link], Ciannachta[image: External link], Eóganachta[image: External link].

Smaller groups included the aithechthúatha (see Attacotti[image: External link]), Cálraighe[image: External link], Cíarraige[image: External link], Conmaicne[image: External link], Dartraighe[image: External link], Déisi[image: External link], Éile[image: External link], Fir Bolg[image: External link], Fortuatha[image: External link], Gailenga[image: External link], Gamanraige[image: External link], Mairtine[image: External link], Múscraige[image: External link], Partraige[image: External link], Soghain[image: External link], Uaithni[image: External link], Uí Maine[image: External link], Uí Liatháin[image: External link]. Many survived into late medieval times, others vanished as they became politically unimportant.

Over the past 1200 years, Vikings[image: External link], Normans[image: External link], Welsh[image: External link], Flemings[image: External link], Scots[image: External link], English[image: External link], Africans[image: External link], Eastern Europeans[image: External link] and South Americans[image: External link] have all added to the population and have had significant influences on Irish culture.

Ireland's largest religious group is Christianity[image: External link]. The largest denomination is Roman Catholicism[image: External link] representing over 73% for the island (and about 87% of the Republic of Ireland). Most of the rest of the population adhere to one of the various Protestant[image: External link] denominations (about 48% of Northern Ireland).[134] The largest is the Anglican[image: External link] Church of Ireland[image: External link]. The Muslim community[image: External link] is growing in Ireland, mostly through increased immigration, with a 50% increase in the republic between the 2006 and 2011 census.[135] The island has a small Jewish community[image: External link]. About 4% of the Republic's population and about 14% of the Northern Ireland population[134] describe themselves as of no religion. In a 2010 survey conducted on behalf of the Irish Times[image: External link], 32% of respondents said they went to a religious service more than once a week.

The population of Ireland rose rapidly from the 16th century until the mid-19th century, interrupted briefly by the Famine of 1740-41[image: External link], which killed roughly two fifths of the island's population. The population rebounded and multiplied over the next century, but another devastating famine[image: External link] in the 1840s caused one million deaths and forced over one million more to emigrate in its immediate wake. Over the following century the population was reduced by over half, at a time when the general trend in European countries was for populations to rise by an average of three-fold.
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Further information: Provinces of Ireland[image: External link], Counties of Ireland[image: External link], and City status in Ireland[image: External link]


Traditionally, Ireland is subdivided into four provinces[image: External link]: Connacht[image: External link] (west), Leinster[image: External link] (east), Munster[image: External link] (south), and Ulster[image: External link] (north). In a system that developed between the 13th and 17th centuries,[136] Ireland has 32 traditional counties[image: External link]. Twenty-six of these counties are in the Republic of Ireland and six are in Northern Ireland[image: External link]. The six counties that constitute Northern Ireland are all in the province of Ulster (which has nine counties in total). As such, Ulster is often used as a synonym for Northern Ireland, although the two are not coterminous.

In the Republic of Ireland, counties form the basis of the system of local government. Counties Dublin[image: External link], Cork[image: External link], Limerick[image: External link], Galway[image: External link], Waterford[image: External link] and Tipperary[image: External link] have been broken up into smaller administrative areas. However, they are still treated as counties for cultural and some official purposes, for example postal addresses and by the Ordnance Survey Ireland[image: External link]. Counties in Northern Ireland are no longer used for local governmental purposes,[137] but, as in the Republic, their traditional boundaries are still used for informal purposes such as sports leagues and in cultural or tourism contexts.[138]

City status in Ireland is decided by legislative[image: External link] or royal charter[image: External link]. Dublin[image: External link], with over 1 million residents in the Greater Dublin Area[image: External link], is the largest city on the island. Belfast, with 579,726 residents, is the largest city in Northern Ireland. City status does not directly equate with population size. For example, Armagh[image: External link], with 14,590 is the seat of the Church of Ireland[image: External link] and the Roman Catholic[image: External link] Primate of All Ireland[image: External link] and was re-granted city status[image: External link] by Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] in 1994 (having lost that status in local government reforms of 1840[image: External link]). In the Republic of Ireland, Kilkenny[image: External link], seat of the Butler dynasty[image: External link], while no longer a city for administrative purposes (since the 2001 Local Government Act[image: External link]), is entitled by law to continue to use the description.



	Cities and towns by populations



	
	#
	Settlement
	Urban Area Population
	Metro population
	



	1
	Dublin[image: External link]
	1,110,627
	1,801,040 Greater Dublin[image: External link]



	2
	Belfast[image: External link]
	333,000[139]
	Metropolitan area[image: External link]:

579,276[140]
	



	3
	Cork[image: External link]
	198,582
	300,0000 Cork Metro[image: External link]



	4
	Limerick[image: External link]
	102,164
	



	5
	Derry[image: External link]
	93,512
	



	6
	Galway[image: External link]
	76,778
	



	7
	Waterford[image: External link]
	65,928
	



	8
	Craigavon[image: External link]
	57,651[139]
	



	9
	Drogheda[image: External link]
	38,578



	10
	Dundalk[image: External link]
	37,816
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 Migration




The population of Ireland collapsed dramatically during the second half of the 19th century. A population of over 8 million in 1841 was reduced to slightly more than 4 million by 1921. In part, the fall in population was due to death from the Great Famine[image: External link] of 1845 to 1852, which took about 1 million lives. However, by far the greater cause of population decline was the dire economic state of the country which led to an entrenched culture of emigration lasting until the 21st century.

Emigration from Ireland in the 19th century contributed to the populations of England, the United States, Canada and Australia, where a large Irish diaspora[image: External link] lives. As of 2006, 4.3 million Canadians, or 14% of the population, are of Irish descent.[141] As of 2013, a total of 34.5 million Americans claim Irish ancestry.[142]

With growing prosperity since the last decade of the 20th century, Ireland became a destination for immigrants. Since the European Union[image: External link] expanded to include Poland[image: External link] in 2004, Polish people[image: External link] have made up the largest number of immigrants (over 150,000)[143] from Central Europe[image: External link]. There has also been significant immigration from Lithuania[image: External link], the Czech Republic[image: External link] and Latvia[image: External link].[144]

The Republic of Ireland[image: External link] in particular has seen large-scale immigration, with 420,000 foreign nationals as of 2006, about 10% of the population.[145] A quarter of births (24 percent) in 2009 were to mothers born outside Ireland.[146] Chinese[image: External link] and Nigerians[image: External link], along with people from other African countries, have accounted for a large proportion of the non–European Union[image: External link] migrants to Ireland. Up to 50,000 eastern and central European migrant workers left Ireland in response to the Irish financial crisis.[147]
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Main article: Languages of Ireland[image: External link]


Two main languages are spoken in Ireland: Irish[image: External link] and English[image: External link]. Both languages have widely contributed to literature. Irish, now a minority but official language of the Republic of Ireland, was the vernacular of the Irish people for over two thousand years and was probably introduced by some sort of proto-Gaelic migration during the Iron Age, possibly earlier. It began to be written down after Christianisation in the 5th century and spread to Scotland and the Isle of Man where it evolved into the Scottish Gaelic[image: External link] and Manx[image: External link] languages respectively.

The Irish language has a vast treasure of written texts from many centuries, and is divided by linguists into Old Irish[image: External link] from the 6th to 10th century, Middle Irish[image: External link] from the 10th to 13th century, Early Modern Irish until the 17th century, and the Modern Irish spoken today. It remained the dominant language of Ireland for most of those periods, having influences from Latin[image: External link], Old Norse[image: External link], French[image: External link] and English. It declined under British rule but remained the majority tongue until the early 19th century, and since then has been a minority language, although revival efforts[image: External link] are continuing in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Gaeltacht[image: External link] or Irish-speaking areas are still seeing a decline in the language. The main Gaeltacht areas are down the west of the country, in Donegal, Mayo, Galway and Kerry with smaller Gaeltacht areas near Dungarvan[image: External link] in Waterford, Navan[image: External link], in Meath,[148] and the Shaw's Road[image: External link] in Belfast. Irish language is a compulsory subject in the state education system in the Republic, and the Gaelscoil[image: External link] movement has seen many Irish medium schools established in both jurisdictions.

English[image: External link] was first introduced to Ireland in the Norman invasion. It was spoken by a few peasants and merchants brought over from England, and was largely replaced by Irish before the Tudor Conquest of Ireland. It was introduced as the official language with the Tudor and Cromwellian conquests. The Ulster plantations gave it a permanent foothold in Ulster, and it remained the official and upper-class language elsewhere, the Irish-speaking chieftains and nobility having been deposed. Language shift during the 19th century replaced Irish with English as the first language for a vast majority of the population.[149]

Less than 10% of the population of the Republic of Ireland today speak Irish regularly outside of the education system[150] and 38% of those over 15 years are classified as "Irish speakers". In Northern Ireland, English is the de facto official language, but official recognition is afforded to Irish, including specific protective measures under Part III of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages[image: External link]. A lesser status (including recognition under Part II of the Charter) is given to Ulster Scots dialects[image: External link], which are spoken by roughly 2% of Northern Ireland residents, and also spoken by some in the Republic of Ireland.[151] Since the 1960s with the increase in immigration, many more languages have been introduced, particularly deriving from Asia and Eastern Europe.

Shelta[image: External link], the language of the nomadic Irish Travellers[image: External link] is native to Ireland.[152]
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Main articles: Culture of Ireland[image: External link] and Culture of Northern Ireland[image: External link]


Ireland's culture comprises elements of the culture of ancient peoples, later immigrant and broadcast cultural influences (chiefly Gaelic culture[image: External link], Anglicisation[image: External link], Americanisation[image: External link] and aspects of broader European culture[image: External link]). In broad terms, Ireland is regarded as one of the Celtic nations[image: External link] of Europe, alongside Scotland[image: External link], Wales[image: External link], Cornwall[image: External link], Isle of Man[image: External link] and Brittany[image: External link]. This combination of cultural influences is visible in the intricate designs termed Irish interlace[image: External link] or Celtic knotwork[image: External link]. These can be seen in the ornamentation of medieval religious and secular works. The style is still popular today in jewellery and graphic art,[153] as is the distinctive style of traditional Irish music[image: External link] and dance, and has become indicative of modern "Celtic" culture in general.

Religion[image: External link] has played a significant role in the cultural life of the island since ancient times (and since the 17th century plantations[image: External link], has been the focus of political identity and divisions on the island). Ireland's pre-Christian heritage fused with the Celtic Church[image: External link] following the missions of Saint Patrick[image: External link] in the 5th century. The Hiberno-Scottish missions[image: External link], begun by the Irish monk Saint Columba[image: External link], spread the Irish vision of Christianity[image: External link] to pagan[image: External link] England[image: External link] and the Frankish Empire[image: External link]. These missions brought written language to an illiterate population of Europe during the Dark Ages[image: External link] that followed the fall of Rome[image: External link], earning Ireland the sobriquet, "the island of saints and scholars".

Since the 20th century the Irish pubs[image: External link] worldwide have become, especially those with a full range of cultural and gastronomic offerings, outposts of Irish culture.

The Republic of Ireland's national theatre is the Abbey Theatre[image: External link], which was founded in 1904, and the national Irish-language theatre is An Taibhdhearc[image: External link], which was established in 1928 in Galway[image: External link].[154][155] Playwrights such as Seán O'Casey[image: External link], Brian Friel[image: External link], Sebastian Barry[image: External link], Conor McPherson[image: External link] and Billy Roche[image: External link] are internationally renowned.[156]
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Main articles: Music of Ireland[image: External link], Irish dance[image: External link], Irish literature[image: External link], Irish art[image: External link], and Irish theatre[image: External link]


Ireland has made a large contribution to world literature in all its branches, particularly in the English language. Poetry in Irish is among the oldest vernacular poetry[image: External link] in Europe, with the earliest examples dating from the 6th century. In English, Jonathan Swift[image: External link], still often called the foremost satirist[image: External link] in the English language, was very popular in his day for works such as Gulliver's Travels[image: External link] and A Modest Proposal[image: External link], and Oscar Wilde[image: External link] is known most for his often quoted witticisms.

In the 20th century, Ireland produced four winners of the Nobel Prize for Literature[image: External link]: George Bernard Shaw[image: External link], William Butler Yeats[image: External link], Samuel Beckett[image: External link] and Seamus Heaney[image: External link]. Although not a Nobel Prize[image: External link] winner, James Joyce[image: External link] is widely considered to be one of the most significant writers of the 20th century. Joyce's 1922 novel Ulysses[image: External link] is considered one of the most important works of Modernist literature[image: External link] and his life is celebrated annually on 16 June in Dublin as " Bloomsday[image: External link]".[157] Modern Irish literature is often connected with its rural heritage[158] through writers such as John McGahern[image: External link] and poets such as Seamus Heaney[image: External link].

Music has been in evidence in Ireland since prehistoric times.[159] Although in the early Middle Ages[image: External link] the church was "quite unlike its counterpart in continental Europe",[160] there was considerable interchange between monastic settlements in Ireland and the rest of Europe that contributed to what is known as Gregorian chant[image: External link]. Outside religious establishments, musical genres in early Gaelic Ireland are referred to as a triad of weeping music (goltraige), laughing music (geantraige) and sleeping music (suantraige).[161] Vocal and instrumental music (e.g. for the harp, pipes, and various string instruments[image: External link]) was transmitted orally, but the Irish harp[image: External link], in particular, was of such significance that it became Ireland's national symbol. Classical music following European models first developed in urban areas, in establishments of Anglo-Irish rule such as Dublin Castle[image: External link], St Patrick's Cathedral[image: External link] and Christ Church[image: External link] as well as the country houses of the Anglo-Irish ascendancy, with the first performance of Handel[image: External link]'s Messiah[image: External link] (1742) being among the highlights of the baroque era. In the 19th century, public concerts provided access to classical music to all classes of society. Yet, for political and financial reasons Ireland has been too small to provide a living to many musicians, so the names of the better-known Irish composers[image: External link] of this time belong to emigrants.

Irish traditional music[image: External link] and dance[image: External link] has seen a surge in popularity and global coverage since the 1960s. In the middle years of the 20th century, as Irish society was modernising, traditional music had fallen out of favour, especially in urban areas.[162] However during the 1960s, there was a revival of interest in Irish traditional music led by groups such as The Dubliners[image: External link], The Chieftains[image: External link], The Wolfe Tones[image: External link], the Clancy Brothers[image: External link], Sweeney's Men[image: External link] and individuals like Seán Ó Riada[image: External link] and Christy Moore[image: External link]. Groups and musicians including Horslips[image: External link], Van Morrison[image: External link] and Thin Lizzy[image: External link] incorporated elements of Irish traditional music into contemporary rock music[image: External link] and, during the 1970s and 1980s, the distinction between traditional and rock musicians became blurred, with many individuals regularly crossing over between these styles of playing. This trend can be seen more recently in the work of artists like Enya[image: External link], The Saw Doctors[image: External link], The Corrs[image: External link], Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link], Clannad[image: External link], The Cranberries[image: External link] and The Pogues[image: External link] among others. Since then there have been a number of stylistic fusions including folk metal[image: External link] and others, while some contemporary music groups stick closer to a "traditional" sound.

The earliest known Irish graphic art and sculpture are Neolithic carvings found at sites such as Newgrange[image: External link][163] and is traced through Bronze age[image: External link] artefacts and the religious carvings and illuminated manuscripts[image: External link] of the medieval period. During the course of the 19th and 20th centuries, a strong tradition of painting emerged, including such figures as John Butler Yeats[image: External link], William Orpen[image: External link], Jack Yeats[image: External link] and Louis le Brocquy[image: External link]. Contemporary Irish visual artists of note include Sean Scully[image: External link], Kevin Abosch[image: External link], and Alice Maher[image: External link].
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The Irish philosopher and theologian Johannes Scotus Eriugena[image: External link] was considered one of the leading intellectuals of his early Middle Ages. Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton[image: External link], an Irish explorer, was one of the principal figures of Antarctic exploration. He, along with his expedition, made the first ascent of Mount Erebus[image: External link] and the discovery of the approximate location of the South Magnetic Pole[image: External link]. Robert Boyle[image: External link] was a 17th-century natural philosopher, chemist, physicist, inventor and early gentleman scientist[image: External link]. He is largely regarded one of the founders of modern chemistry and is best known for the formulation of Boyle's law[image: External link].[164]

19th century physicist, John Tyndall[image: External link], discovered the Tyndall effect[image: External link]. Father Nicholas Joseph Callan[image: External link], Professor of Natural Philosophy in Maynooth College[image: External link], is best known for his invention of the induction coil[image: External link], transformer[image: External link] and he discovered an early method of galvanisation[image: External link] in the 19th century.

Other notable Irish physicists[image: External link] include Ernest Walton[image: External link], winner of the 1951 Nobel Prize in Physics[image: External link]. With Sir John Douglas Cockcroft[image: External link], he was the first to split the nucleus of the atom by artificial means and made contributions to the development of a new theory of wave equation[image: External link].[165] William Thomson, or Lord Kelvin[image: External link], is the person whom the absolute temperature unit, the Kelvin[image: External link], is named after. Sir Joseph Larmor[image: External link], a physicist and mathematician, made innovations in the understanding of electricity, dynamics, thermodynamics and the electron theory of matter. His most influential work was Aether and Matter, a book on theoretical physics published in 1900.[166]

George Johnstone Stoney[image: External link] introduced the term electron[image: External link] in 1891. John Stewart Bell[image: External link] was the originator of Bell's Theorem[image: External link] and a paper concerning the discovery of the Bell-Jackiw-Adler anomaly[image: External link] and was nominated for a Nobel prize.[167] Notable mathematicians include Sir William Rowan Hamilton[image: External link], famous for work in classical mechanics[image: External link] and the invention of quaternions[image: External link]. Francis Ysidro Edgeworth[image: External link]'s contribution of the Edgeworth Box[image: External link] remains influential in neo-classical microeconomic theory to this day; while Richard Cantillon[image: External link] inspired Adam Smith[image: External link], among others. John B. Cosgrave[image: External link] was a specialist in number theory[image: External link] and discovered a 2000-digit prime number[image: External link] in 1999 and a record composite Fermat number[image: External link] in 2003. John Lighton Synge[image: External link] made progress in different fields of science, including mechanics and geometrical methods in general relativity. He had mathematician John Nash[image: External link] as one of his students. Kathleen Lonsdale[image: External link], born in Ireland and most known for her work with crystallography[image: External link], became the first female president of the British Association for the Advancement of Science.[168]

Ireland has nine universities, seven in the Republic of Ireland and two in Northern Ireland, including Trinity College, Dublin[image: External link] and the University College Dublin[image: External link], as well as numerous third-level colleges and institutes and a branch of the Open University, the Open University in Ireland[image: External link].
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Main article: Sport in Ireland[image: External link]


See also: List of Irish sports people[image: External link]


The island of Ireland fields a single international team in most sports. One notable exception to this is association football, although both associations continued to field international teams under the name "Ireland" until the 1950s. An all-Ireland club competition for soccer, the Setanta Cup[image: External link], was created in 2005.

Gaelic football[image: External link] is the most popular sport in Ireland in terms of match attendance and community involvement, with about 2,600 clubs on the island. In 2003 it represented 34% of total sports attendances at events in Ireland and abroad, followed by hurling[image: External link] at 23%, soccer at 16% and rugby[image: External link] at 8%[169] and the All-Ireland Football Final[image: External link] is the most watched event in the sporting calendar.[170] Soccer is the most widely played team game on the island, and the most popular in Northern Ireland[image: External link].[169][171] Swimming, golf, aerobics, soccer, cycling, Gaelic football and billiards/snooker are the sporting activities with the highest levels of playing participation.[172] The sport is also the most notable exception where the Republic of Ireland[image: External link] and Northern Ireland[image: External link] field separate international teams. Northern Ireland has produced two World Snooker Champions.

Many other sports are also played and followed, including basketball[image: External link], boxing[image: External link], cricket[image: External link], fishing[image: External link], greyhound racing[image: External link], handball[image: External link], hockey[image: External link], horse racing[image: External link], motor sport[image: External link], netball[image: External link], show jumping[image: External link] and tennis[image: External link].
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Gaelic football[image: External link], hurling[image: External link] and handball[image: External link] are the best-known of the Irish traditional sports, collectively known as Gaelic games[image: External link]. Gaelic games are governed by the Gaelic Athletic Association[image: External link] (GAA), with the exception of ladies' Gaelic football and camogie (women's variant of hurling), which are governed by separate organisations. The headquarters of the GAA (and the main stadium) is located at the 82,500[173] capacity Croke Park[image: External link] in north Dublin. Many major GAA games are played there, including the semi-finals and finals of the All-Ireland Senior Football Championship[image: External link] and All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship[image: External link]. During the redevelopment of the Lansdowne Road stadium[image: External link] in 2007–10, international rugby and soccer were played there.[174] All GAA players, even at the highest level, are amateurs, receiving no wages, although they are permitted to receive a limited amount of sport-related income from commercial sponsorship.

The Irish Football Association[image: External link] (IFA) was originally the governing body for soccer across the island. The game has been played in an organised fashion in Ireland since the 1870s, with Cliftonville F.C.[image: External link] in Belfast being Ireland's oldest club. It was most popular, especially in its first decades, around Belfast and in Ulster. However, some clubs based outside Belfast thought that the IFA largely favoured Ulster-based clubs in such matters as selection for the national team. In 1921, following an incident in which, despite an earlier promise, the IFA moved an Irish Cup[image: External link] semi-final replay from Dublin to Belfast,[175] Dublin-based clubs broke away to form the Football Association of the Irish Free State. Today the southern association is known as the Football Association of Ireland[image: External link] (FAI). Despite being initially blacklisted by the Home Nations[image: External link]' associations, the FAI was recognised by FIFA[image: External link] in 1923 and organised its first international fixture in 1926 (against Italy[image: External link]). However, both the IFA and FAI continued to select their teams from the whole of Ireland, with some players earning international caps for matches with both teams. Both also referred to their respective teams as Ireland.

In 1950, FIFA directed the associations only to select players from within their respective territories and, in 1953, directed that the FAI's team be known only as "Republic of Ireland[image: External link]" and that the IFA's team be known as "Northern Ireland[image: External link]" (with certain exceptions). Northern Ireland qualified for the World Cup[image: External link] finals in 1958[image: External link] (reaching the quarter-finals), 1982[image: External link] and 1986[image: External link]. The Republic qualified for the World Cup finals in 1990[image: External link] (reaching the quarter-finals), 1994[image: External link], 2002[image: External link] and the European Championships[image: External link] in 1988[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link]. Across Ireland, there is significant interest in the English[image: External link] and, to a lesser extent, Scottish[image: External link] soccer leagues.

Unlike soccer, Ireland continues to field a single national rugby team[image: External link] and a single association, the Irish Rugby Football Union[image: External link] (IRFU), governs the sport across the island. The Irish rugby team have played in every Rugby World Cup[image: External link], making the quarter-finals in four of them. Ireland also hosted games during the 1991[image: External link] and the 1999 Rugby World Cups[image: External link] (including a quarter-final). There are four professional Irish teams; all four play in the Magners League[image: External link] (now called the RaboDirect Pro12) and at least three compete for the Heineken Cup[image: External link]. Irish rugby has become increasingly competitive at both the international and provincial levels since the sport went professional in 1994. During that time, Ulster[image: External link] ( 1999[image: External link]),[176] Munster[image: External link] ( 2006[image: External link][177] and 2008[image: External link])[176] and Leinster[image: External link] ( 2009[image: External link], 2011[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link])[176] have won the Heineken Cup. In addition to this, the Irish International side has had increased success in the Six Nations Championship[image: External link] against the other European elite sides. This success, including Triple Crowns[image: External link] in 2004, 2006 and 2007, culminated with a clean sweep of victories, known as a Grand Slam[image: External link], in 2009.[178]
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Horse racing[image: External link] and greyhound racing[image: External link] are both popular in Ireland. There are frequent horse race meetings and greyhound stadiums are well-attended. The island is noted for the breeding and training of race horses and is also a large exporter of racing dogs.[179] The horse racing sector is largely concentrated in the County Kildare[image: External link].[180]

Irish athletics has seen a heightened success rate since the year 2000, with Sonia O'Sullivan[image: External link] winning two medals at 5,000 metres on the track; gold at the 1995 World Championships[image: External link] and silver at the 2000 Sydney Olympics[image: External link]. Gillian O'Sullivan[image: External link] won silver in the 20k walk at the 2003 World Championships, while sprint hurdler Derval O'Rourke[image: External link] won gold at the 2006 World Indoor Championship in Moscow[image: External link]. Olive Loughnane won a silver medal in the 20k walk in the World Athletics Championships in Berlin in 2009.

Ireland has won more medals in boxing than in any other Olympic sport. Boxing is governed by the Irish Athletic Boxing Association[image: External link]. Michael Carruth[image: External link] won a gold medal[image: External link] and Wayne McCullough[image: External link] won a silver medal[image: External link] in the Barcelona Olympic Games[image: External link] and in 2008 Kenneth Egan won a silver medal in the Beijing Games.[181] Paddy Barnes[image: External link] secured bronze in those games and gold in the 2010 European Amateur Boxing Championships[image: External link] (where Ireland came 2nd in the overall medal table) and 2010 Commonwealth Games[image: External link]. Katie Taylor[image: External link] has won gold in every European and World championship since 2005. In August 2012 at the Olympic Games in London Katie Taylor created history by becoming the first Irish woman to win a gold medal in boxing in the 60 kg lightweight.[182]

Golf is very popular and golf tourism is a major industry attracting more than 240,000 golfing visitors annually.[183] The 2006[image: External link] Ryder Cup[image: External link] was held at The K Club[image: External link] in County Kildare[image: External link].[184] Pádraig Harrington[image: External link] became the first Irishman since Fred Daly[image: External link] in 1947 to win the British Open[image: External link] at Carnoustie[image: External link] in July 2007.[185] He successfully defended his title in July 2008[186] before going on to win the PGA Championship[image: External link] in August.[187] Harrington became the first European to win the PGA Championship in 78 years and was the first winner from Ireland. Three golfers from Northern Ireland have been particularly successful. In 2010, Graeme McDowell[image: External link] became the first Irish golfer to win the U.S. Open[image: External link], and the first European to win that tournament since 1970. Rory McIlroy[image: External link], at the age of 22, won the 2011 U.S. Open, while Darren Clarke[image: External link]'s latest victory was the 2011 Open Championship[image: External link] at Royal St. George's. In August 2012, McIlroy won his 2nd major championship by winning the USPGA Championship by a record margin of 8 shots.
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 Recreation




The west coast of Ireland, Lahinch[image: External link] and Donegal Bay[image: External link] in particular, have popular surfing beaches, being fully exposed to the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link]. Donegal Bay is shaped like a funnel and catches west/south-west Atlantic winds, creating good surf, especially in winter. Since just before the year 2010, Bundoran[image: External link] has hosted European championship surfing. Scuba diving[image: External link] is increasingly popular in Ireland with clear waters and large populations of sea life, particularly along the western seaboard. There are also many shipwrecks along the coast of Ireland, with some of the best wreck dives[image: External link] being in Malin Head[image: External link] and off the County Cork[image: External link] coast.[188]

With thousands of lakes, over 14,000 kilometres (8,700 mi) of fish bearing rivers and over 3,700 kilometres (2,300 mi) of coastline, Ireland is a popular angling[image: External link] destination. The temperate Irish climate is suited to sport angling. While salmon[image: External link] and trout[image: External link] fishing remain popular with anglers, salmon fishing in particular received a boost in 2006 with the closing of the salmon driftnet fishery. Coarse fishing[image: External link] continues to increase its profile. Sea angling is developed with many beaches mapped and signposted,[189] and the range of sea angling species is around 80.[190]
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 Food and drink




Main article: Irish cuisine[image: External link]


Food and cuisine in Ireland takes its influence from the crops[image: External link] grown and animals farmed in the island's temperate climate and from the social and political circumstances of Irish history. For example, whilst from the Middle Ages until the arrival of the potato in the 16th century the dominant feature of the Irish economy was the herding of cattle, the number of cattle a person owned was equated to their social standing.[191] Thus herders would avoid slaughtering a milk-producing cow.[191]

For this reason, pork and white meat[image: External link] were more common than beef and thick fatty strips of salted bacon (or rashers[image: External link]) and the eating of salted butter (i.e. a dairy product rather than beef itself) have been a central feature of the diet in Ireland since the Middle Ages.[191] The practice of bleeding cattle and mixing the blood with milk and butter (not unlike the practice of the Maasai[image: External link]) was common[192] and black pudding[image: External link], made from blood, grain (usually barley) and seasoning, remains a breakfast staple in Ireland. All of these influences can be seen today in the phenomenon of the "breakfast roll[image: External link]".

The introduction of the potato[image: External link] in the second half of the 16th century heavily influenced cuisine thereafter. Great poverty encouraged a subsistence approach to food and by the mid-19th century the vast majority of the population sufficed with a diet of potatoes and milk.[193] A typical family, consisting of a man, a woman and four children, would eat 18 stone (110 kg) of potatoes a week.[191] Consequently, dishes that are considered as national dishes represent a fundamental unsophistication to cooking, such as the Irish stew[image: External link], bacon and cabbage[image: External link], boxty[image: External link], a type of potato pancake, or colcannon[image: External link], a dish of mashed potatoes[image: External link] and kale[image: External link] or cabbage[image: External link].[191]

Since the last quarter of the 20th century, with a re-emergence of wealth in Ireland, a "New Irish Cuisine" based on traditional ingredients incorporating international influences[194] has emerged.[195] This cuisine is based on fresh vegetables, fish (especially salmon[image: External link], trout[image: External link], oysters[image: External link], mussels[image: External link] and other shellfish), as well as traditional soda breads and the wide range of hand-made cheeses[image: External link] that are now being produced across the country. An example of this new cuisine is "Dublin Lawyer": lobster cooked in whiskey and cream.[196] The potato remains however a fundamental feature of this cuisine and the Irish remain the highest per capita[191] consumers of potatoes in Europe. Traditional regional foods can be found throughout the country, for example coddle[image: External link] in Dublin or drisheen[image: External link] in Cork, both a type of sausage, or blaa[image: External link], a doughy white bread particular to Waterford[image: External link].

Ireland once dominated the world's market for whiskey[image: External link], producing 90% of the world's whiskey at the start of the 20th century. However, as a consequence of bootleggers during the prohibition in the United States[image: External link] (who sold poor-quality whiskey bearing Irish-sounding names thus eroding the pre-prohibition popularity for Irish brands)[197] and tariffs[image: External link] on Irish whiskey across the British Empire[image: External link] during the Anglo-Irish Trade War[image: External link] of the 1930s,[198] sales of Irish whiskey worldwide fell to a mere 2% by the mid-20th century.[199] In 1953, an Irish government survey, found that 50 per cent of whiskey drinkers in the United States had never heard of Irish whiskey[image: External link].[200]

Irish whiskey, as researched in 2009 by the CNBC American broadcaster, remains popular domestically and has grown in international sales steadily over a few decades.[201] Typically CNBC states Irish whiskey is not as smoky as a Scotch whisky[image: External link], but not as sweet as American[image: External link] or Canadian[image: External link] whiskies.[201] Whiskey forms the basis of traditional cream liqueurs[image: External link], such as Baileys[image: External link], and the "Irish coffee[image: External link]" (a cocktail[image: External link] of coffee and whiskey reputedly invented at Foynes flying-boat station[image: External link]) is probably the best-known Irish cocktail.

Stout[image: External link], a kind of porter beer[image: External link], particularly Guinness[image: External link], is typically associated with Ireland, although historically it was more closely associated with London[image: External link]. Porter remains very popular, although it has lost sales since the mid-20th century to lager[image: External link]. Cider[image: External link], particularly Magners[image: External link] (marketed in the Republic of Ireland[image: External link] as Bulmers), is also a popular drink. Red lemonade[image: External link], a soft-drink, is consumed on its own and as a mixer, particularly with whiskey.[202]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Outline of Ireland[image: External link]

	Irish states since 1171[image: External link]

	List of divided islands[image: External link]

	List of Ireland-related topics[image: External link]

	List of islands of Ireland[image: External link]

	List of Irish people[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Numbers vary, from a low of 12,000.[53] Giovanni Battista Rinuccini[image: External link] wrote 50,000,[54] T. N. Burke said 80,000 to 100,000.[54]
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Pinewood Studios






Pinewood Studios is a British film[image: External link] and television studio[image: External link] located approximately 20 miles (32 km) west of central London, and 7 miles from Windsor[image: External link].[3][4]

The studios have been the base for many productions over the years from big-budget films to television shows, commercials, and pop promos. It is well known as the home of the James Bond[image: External link] franchise.



TOP
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 History




Pinewood Studios was built on the estate of Heatherden Hall[image: External link], which was a large Victorian house. It was purchased by Canadian financier and MP[image: External link] for Brentford and Chiswick[image: External link] Lt. Col. Grant Morden, who added refinements such as a ballroom, a Turkish bath[image: External link] and an indoor squash court. Due to its seclusion, it was used as a discreet meeting place for high-ranking politicians and diplomats and the agreement to create the Anglo-Irish Treaty[image: External link] was signed there.

On Morden's death in 1934, building tycoon Charles Boot[image: External link] bought the land and turned it into a country club[image: External link]. The ballroom was converted into a restaurant and many of the bedrooms became furnished suites.
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 1930s




In 1935, millionaire Methodist[image: External link] and flour magnate J. Arthur Rank[image: External link] created a partnership with Boot and together transformed the estate into a film studio. Boot based designs for the studio complex upon the latest ideas being employed by film studios in Hollywood[image: External link], California[image: External link]. Boot named the new studio Pinewood because "of the number of trees which grow there and because it seemed to suggest something of the American film centre in its second syllable". In December of that year construction began, with a new stage completed every three weeks. The studios were finished nine months later, having cost £1 million (approx. £37 million at 2012 prices). Five stages were initially completed and a provision for an enclosed water tank capable of holding 65,000 gallons, which is still in use. In the years that followed he also undertook further work on both the Pinewood Film Studios and the Denham Film Studios[image: External link], both of which had by then become a part of their newly formed Rank Organisation[image: External link].

On 30 September 1936, the studio complex was officially opened[5] by Dr Leslie Burgin[image: External link], Parliamentary Secretary[image: External link] to the Board of Trade[image: External link]. The first film director to use the facilities was Herbert Wilcox[image: External link], completing London Melody[image: External link] (1937) featuring Anna Neagle[image: External link], portions of which had already been filmed at British and Dominions Imperial Studios[image: External link] in Elstree before a fire there halted production. The first film to be made entirely at Pinewood was Talk of the Devil[image: External link] (1936), directed by Carol Reed[image: External link].

There followed a prolific period of Pinewood and British film history, with Pinewood following the studios adopting the "unit system", an American industry practice. This enabled several pictures to be filmed simultaneously, and ultimately Pinewood achieved the highest output of any studio in the world.[6]
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 1940s




During World War II Pinewood was requisitioned and subsequently the Crown Film Unit[image: External link], No. 5 Army Film and Photographic Unit[image: External link], Royal Air Force Film Production Unit[image: External link] and Polish Air Force Film Unit were based there. The Crown Film Unit completed many classic wartime documentaries including Roy Boulting[image: External link]'s Academy Award winning Desert Victory[image: External link]. Fires Were Started[image: External link], Coastal Command[image: External link] and Western Approaches[image: External link] were all filmed there during this period. As well as the armed forces using Pinewood, The Royal Mint[image: External link] and Lloyd's of London[image: External link] were installed onto sound stages and opened for business for the duration.

The Company of Youth[image: External link], the Rank Organisation acting school (often referred to as "The Charm School") which launched several film careers, was founded in 1945. The next year, Pinewood re-opened for (non-war-related) business.

Two landmarks in British film produced at Pinewood were released in 1948: Oliver Twist[image: External link], directed by David Lean[image: External link], and Powell and Pressburger[image: External link]'s The Red Shoes[image: External link]. Due to a shortfall in funds, brought about by financial overspends the previous year, Rank did not have enough money to market The Red Shoes sufficiently at first in the US, but it went on to become Rank's biggest earner up to that point, grossing over £1 million (the equivalent of £26 million in 2012 terms).[7]

In 1948, John Davis[image: External link] was appointed managing director.[8] By the following year, Rank[image: External link] had run up an overdraft of £16 million[9] (the equivalent of £364.5 million in 2012), and announced a loss of £3.5 million,[10] mainly due to big budget flops. One of the largest of these had been Caesar and Cleopatra[image: External link] (1946), which was originally budgeted at £250,000, but which eventually cost £1,278,000 (the equivalent of £33 million in 2012).[7]
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 1950s




During the 1950s the financially successful Carry On...[image: External link] and Doctor[image: External link] films were shot at Pinewood, produced on behalf of Rank by Peter Rogers[image: External link] and his wife Betty E. Box[image: External link], and directed by the brothers Gerald Thomas[image: External link] and Ralph Thomas[image: External link] respectively. Doctor in the House[image: External link] was the most popular box office film of 1954 in Great Britain. The Norman Wisdom[image: External link] comedies were also filmed at Pinewood.[11]
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 1960s




The 1960s were buoyant years for Pinewood, which was no longer solely dependent on the Rank Organisation to fill its stages, now "Renters" (producers hiring the sound stages for a film-by-film agreement) were using half of the stages as Pinewood turned into a four walls[image: External link] facility.[12] The James Bond[image: External link] franchise began at Pinewood with the Terence Young[image: External link] directed Dr. No[image: External link] (1962), and has continued to be based at the studios since then.

J. Arthur Rank (by now Lord Rank[image: External link]) retired as Chairman in 1962 and was succeeded by John Davis, who had begun to move the Rank Organisation away from mass film production and towards more profitable and less risky businesses like bingo and holidays.
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 1970s




The 1970s were an uncertain period for Pinewood and the film industry in general, with the studios being used more for television programmes, including ITC Entertainment[image: External link]'s UFO[image: External link] (1970), The Persuaders![image: External link] (1971), starring Tony Curtis[image: External link] and Roger Moore[image: External link], and Space: 1999[image: External link] (1975–77). Throughout the lean years of the 1970s the Superman[image: External link] franchise almost certainly saved the studios from financial crisis.
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 1980s




Four James Bond[image: External link] movies, For Your Eyes Only[image: External link]; Octopussy[image: External link]; A View to a Kill[image: External link] and The Living Daylights[image: External link] amongst several other very large productions, such as Aliens[image: External link] and Tim Burton[image: External link]'s Batman[image: External link], kept the studio busy during the decade.
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 1990s




Due in large part to unfavourable UK tax laws for inward investment in the UK film industry, the 1990s were precarious and witnessed an all-time low in British film production generally, but many large-scale productions such as Alien 3[image: External link], Tim Burton[image: External link]'s Batman Returns[image: External link] and three further Bond[image: External link] films ( GoldenEye[image: External link], Tomorrow Never Dies[image: External link] and The World Is Not Enough[image: External link]) kept Pinewood operating.

The Rank Group[image: External link] owned the studio until 2001, when they sold Pinewood to a group led by Michael Grade[image: External link] and Ivan Dunleavy. The purchase of Shepperton Studios[image: External link] from a consortium headed by Ridley[image: External link] and Tony Scott[image: External link] gave rise to The Pinewood Studios Group[image: External link] with both UK and international interests including Shepperton Studios, Teddington Studios[image: External link], Pinewood Toronto Studios[image: External link], Pinewood Indomina Studios[image: External link], Pinewood Studio Berlin[image: External link] and Pinewood Iskandar Malaysia Studios[image: External link], combining three studios as well as new and modern state-of-the-art purpose built facilities.[13]
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 2000s




In 2009, Pinewood and Shepperton received a BAFTA[image: External link] Award for their Outstanding British Contribution to Cinema.[14]
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 2010s




The Pinewood Studios Group was subject to a hostile takeover approach in 2011. Manchester-based The Peel Group[image: External link] acquired a 73% stake, but Warren James Jewellers[image: External link] retained a 27% stake, so preventing a full takeover. As of 2012, Pinewood's management is waiting to see if the Financial Services Authority[image: External link] will cancel the stock market listing in recognition of the fact that nearly all the shares are held by two groups.[15]
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 Stages, studios and locations




Main article: 007 Stage[image: External link]


The 007 Stage was originally built for the Bond film The Spy Who Loved Me[image: External link] (1977) and featured a massive water tank, one of the largest in Europe.[16] The stage was destroyed by fire in 1984; it was rebuilt four months later and renamed Albert R. Broccoli[image: External link]'s 007 Stage in time for filming to commence on A View to a Kill[image: External link].[17] Another fire on 30 July 2006 seriously damaged the stage, causing the roof to partly collapse.[18][19] Construction of a new stage began on 18 September and was completed in under six months.[20] Since then, the stage has accommodated large productions including Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time[image: External link] (2010), Quantum of Solace[image: External link] (2008) and the whole fishing village from Mamma Mia![image: External link] (2008) was built on the stage.

As well as the 007 Stage, which is the largest stage at any of the studios under The Pinewood Studios Group at 59,000 sq ft, the studio has fifteen other stages ranging from just 1,728 sq ft, to cater for productions of all sizes. One of those studios, the T Stage, is a specialist stage for both television and film productions and the Studios second largest stage at 30,000 sq ft.[21]

Pinewood Studios paid tribute to Richard Attenborough[image: External link]'s body of work by naming a purpose-built film and television stage after him. The Richard Attenborough Stage has an area of 30,000 sq ft. In his absence because of illness, Lord Puttnam[image: External link] and Pinewood Chairman Lord Grade[image: External link] officially unveiled the stage on 23 April 2012.[22] Opposite it, is a post-production block named in honour of Stanley Kubrick[image: External link].[23]

The studio also has two specialist TV studios, named TV One and TV Two, complete with integral galleries, TV studio floors, TV lighting grids and SD or HD facilities. Both studios stand at just under 9,000 sq ft.

As stated earlier, Pinewood is situated on the old estate of Heatherden Hall which still stands today. The mansion, its gardens and other parts of the studios have been used in various productions over the years. Peeping Tom[image: External link] (1960) shows people driving out through the main gate and has various shots in the studios (showing things behind the camera), offices and corridors. Return to the Edge of the World[image: External link] (1978) includes shots of director Michael Powell[image: External link] driving into the studio. The iconic main gate (now no longer used due to the construction of a purpose-built security entrance 500 yards further along the road) also features in My Week with Marilyn[image: External link] (2011) when Eddie Redmayne[image: External link] greets Judi Dench[image: External link]. This film also contains many shots of the dressing-room corridors in the main make-up block. Heatherden Hall (converted to production offices) has appeared in several films: it was made to look fire-damaged and derelict for the children's film The Amazing Mr Blunden[image: External link] (1972) and also appeared as the Indian residence of Governor Sir Sidney Ruff-Diamond in Carry On up the Khyber[image: External link].

The studios have acres of backlots where huge sets have been built, from castles to whole villages including Godric's Hollow from the Harry Potter film series[image: External link].
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 Burnham Beeches and Black Park




The proximity of the ancient woodland Burnham Beeches[image: External link] and Black Park[image: External link] to Pinewood (as well as to Shepperton[image: External link] and Bray[image: External link] studios) and the outstanding natural beauty of the forest have made Burnham Beeches a desirable filming location for productions being filmed at Pinewood. Burnham Beeches has been used for a large number of films, including Robin Hood Prince of Thieves[image: External link], First Knight[image: External link], Goldfinger[image: External link], The Princess Bride[image: External link] and Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix[image: External link]. Many other films and TV productions have made use of the facilities on offer at the Beeches. (For a more comprehensive list, see.[24])
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 Pinewood Atlanta Studios




The studio announced in April 2013 that its first film production facility in the United States would be located south of Atlanta[image: External link].[25]

The complex, which is located on 700 acres (283ha) in Fayette County, Georgia[image: External link].,[25] includes 400,000 sq.ft. (37,161 sq.m) of production offices, workshops, and vendor space, along with seven backlots equaling 400 acres (161ha) and at least 11 soundstages (soon to be 18) totaling 346,000 sq.ft. (32,144 sq.m).

The studio soundstage capacity currently consists of six 15,000 sq.ft. stages (1,394 sq.m), two 18,000 sq.ft. stages (1,672 sq.m), six 20,000 sq.ft. stages (1,858 sq.m), two 30,000 sq.ft. stages (2,787 sq.m) and one 40,000 sq.ft. stage (3,716 sq.m).

The studio facility is currently undergoing its second major expansion since opening in 2014. When this expansion is complete, Pinewood Studios Atlanta will be the largest purpose-built studio complex in the United States outside of Hollywood, California.

Pinewood Atlanta is a joint venture between the studio and River's Rock LLC, an independently managed trust of the Cathy family[image: External link], founders of the Chick-fil-A[image: External link] fast-food chain.[25] The first production set[image: External link] to film at the studio was the Marvel Studios[image: External link] film Ant-Man[image: External link] in 2014.[26] Since the studio has opened, Marvel Studios has utilized the facilities for the production of numerous blockbuster movies over the past several years.
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 Pinewood Iskandar Malaysia Studios




Pinewood Iskandar Malaysia Studios[image: External link] is a studio complex located at a 20-hectare site in Nusajaya[image: External link], Johor[image: External link], managed by The Pinewood Studios Group. It targets the Asia-Pacific region. Pinewood Shepperton plc entered into a strategic agreement with Khazanah Nasional Berhad[image: External link],the investment holding arm of the Government of Malaysia in connection with the development of a new film and television studio facility in Iskandar Malaysia[image: External link]. Heavy investment is pouring into the region, providing necessary funds for infrastructure projects and large business developments. Construction began towards the end of 2010, with completion expected by the end of 2012. The state-of-the-art facilities being built as part of the studio complex include 100,000 square feet (9,300 m2) of film stages, ranging from 15,000 square feet (1,400 m2) to 30,000 square feet (2,800 m2). The first two at 15,000 square feet (1,400 m2) while the other two at 20,000 square feet (1,900 m2). The biggest stage at 30,000 square feet (2,800 m2) will have a water tank for productions that require work on or under water.[1] There are 2 TV studios, each at 12,000 square feet (1,100 m2).
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 Water filming




Pinewood has extensive water filming facilities including the globally unique Underwater Stage[image: External link] and a huge Exterior Tank backed with a massive green screen measuring 240 ft x 60 ft.
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 Post production




Pinewood and Shepperton's FACT (Federation Against Copyright Theft[image: External link]) accredited [27] post-production departments are very successful with BAFTA and Oscar-winning teams.
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 Project Pinewood




In November 2007, Pinewood announced a £200m expansion plan, known as Project Pinewood.[28] If built the development would see replicas of streetscapes and zones replicating locations from the UK, Europe and the USA. Planned zones include a college campus, Amsterdam, modern European housing, Venice, Lake Como, Paris, an Amphitheatre, Prague, West coast American housing, warehousing and downtown New York sets, Chicago, Vienna, a castle, a UK canal, Chinatown and a London street market built.[29] In addition it will also be used as residential housing, with the proposed creative community, expected to be in the region of 2000 and 2250, being integrated with the film locations. Job creation is also a key part of the plan, helping to boost the economy of both the region and the nation as a whole.[29]

Following consultations with the local community the plans changed to reflect the community's opinions and suggestions. However, the planning application was still rejected by South Bucks District Council in October 2009, following a prolonged opposition campaign by local residents, who formed a "Stop Project Pinewood" group.

Pinewood appealed against the decision and a public inquiry commenced on 5 April 2011[30] and on 20 January 2012, it was announced that the appeal had been turned down.[31] On 15 May 2013, local councilors in South Buckinghamshire rejected a pared down version of the expansion plans. In a statement, the Chief Executive of the studios, Ivan Dunleavy, said he expected to appeal against the latest decision to the Secretary of State, Eric Pickles[image: External link], who rejected the previous application, a year earlier.[32] On 19 June 2014 It was reported that Pinewood Studios had received approval to go ahead with the multimillion-pound expansion plans which would see it rival Hollywood film sets.[33]
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 Enter the Pitch




Pinewood Studios is one of the sponsors for the short film competition Enter the Pitch, also known as The Pitch, which launched in 2009. The Pitch is an online short film pitching competition that invites film makers to submit a project that takes inspiration from any story, character or theme in the Bible.[34] The top ten finalists are taken to Pinewood Studios, where they pitch their film to a panel of judges who are industry professionals. The person giving the winning pitch will win an apprenticeship with industry professionals and will be mentored on how to turn their pitch into a short film.

Past winners are Derelict (2009), Rahab (2010),[35] The Black Scholes Conspiracy (2011),[36] The Light (2012), Pulsar (2013),[37] and Only Child (2014).
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 Production history




Main article: List of Pinewood Studios productions[image: External link]


Since its beginning, Pinewood Studios has been the location for many well-known films, with the long-running James Bond[image: External link] and Carry On[image: External link] British film series making Pinewood their home.

Some of the most notable Pinewood productions (by release date) include:[clarification needed[image: External link]]
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 1930s–1950s






	
Talk of the Devil[image: External link] (1939)

	
Black Narcissus[image: External link] (1947)

	
Oliver Twist[image: External link] (1948)

	
The Red Shoes[image: External link] (1948)

	
The Blue Lagoon[image: External link] (1949)

	
The Importance of Being Earnest[image: External link] (1952)

	
Genevieve[image: External link] (1953)

	
Doctor in the House[image: External link] (1954)

	
A Town Like Alice[image: External link] (1956)

	
The Spanish Gardener[image: External link] (1956)

	
Ill Met by Moonlight[image: External link] (1957)

	
The Prince and the Showgirl[image: External link] (1957)

	
Carry On Sergeant[image: External link] (1958)

	
A Night to Remember[image: External link] (1958)

	
North West Frontier[image: External link] (1959)

	
Carry On Nurse[image: External link] (1959)

	
Tiger Bay[image: External link] (1959)
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 1960s–1970s






	
The League of Gentlemen[image: External link] (1960)

	
Peeping Tom[image: External link] (1960)

	
Whistle Down the Wind[image: External link] (1961)

	
Dr. No[image: External link] (1962)

	
From Russia with Love[image: External link] (1963)

	
Goldfinger[image: External link] (1964)

	
The Moon-Spinners[image: External link] (1964)

	
Thunderball[image: External link] (1965)

	
The Ipcress File[image: External link] (1965)

	
Fahrenheit 451[image: External link] (1966)

	
Arabesque[image: External link] (1966)

	
You Only Live Twice[image: External link] (1967)

	
Carry On Doctor[image: External link] (1967)

	
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang[image: External link] (1968)

	
Dracula Has Risen from the Grave[image: External link] (1968)

	
Battle of Britain[image: External link] (1969)

	
Carry On Camping[image: External link] (1969)

	
On Her Majesty's Secret Service[image: External link] (1969)

	
The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] (1970)

	
The Persuaders[image: External link] (television) (1970–71)

	
200 Motels[image: External link] (1971)

	
Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link] (1971)

	
Diamonds Are Forever[image: External link] (1971)

	
Sleuth[image: External link] (1972)

	
Madame Sin[image: External link] (1972)

	
Baffled![image: External link] (1972)

	
Frenzy[image: External link] (1972)

	
The Amazing Mr Blunden[image: External link] (1972)

	
Vampire Circus[image: External link] (1972)

	
The Day of the Jackal[image: External link] (1973)

	
Live and Let Die[image: External link] (1973)

	
The Man with the Golden Gun[image: External link] (1974)

	
The Man Who Would Be King[image: External link] (1975)



UFO 1969-1970


	
Space: 1999[image: External link] (television) (1975–1977)

	
Bugsy Malone[image: External link] (1976)

	
Star Wars (1977)

	
The Spy Who Loved Me[image: External link] (1977)

	
Superman[image: External link] (1978)

	
Alien[image: External link] (1979)
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 1980s–1990s






	
The Watcher in the Woods[image: External link] (1980)

	
Superman II[image: External link] (1980)

	
Dragonslayer[image: External link] (1981)

	
For Your Eyes Only[image: External link] (1981)

	
Clash of the Titans[image: External link] (1981)

	
Pink Floyd – The Wall[image: External link] (1982)

	
Victor Victoria[image: External link] (1982)

	
Curse of the Pink Panther[image: External link] (1983)

	
Krull[image: External link] (1983)

	
Octopussy[image: External link] (1983)

	
Top Secret![image: External link] (1984)

	
Supergirl (film)[image: External link] (1984)

	
Santa Claus: The Movie[image: External link] (1985)

	
A View to a Kill[image: External link] (1985)

	
Legend[image: External link] (1985)

	
Spies Like Us[image: External link] (1985)

	
Little Shop of Horrors[image: External link] (1986)

	
Aliens[image: External link] (1986)

	
The Living Daylights[image: External link] (1987)

	
Hellraiser[image: External link] (1987)

	
Full Metal Jacket[image: External link] (1987)

	
A Dry White Season[image: External link] (1988)

	
License To Kill[image: External link] (1989)

	
Batman[image: External link] (1989)

	Nightbreed[image: External link] (1990)

	
Alien 3[image: External link] (1992)

	
Patriot Games[image: External link] (1992)

	
Black Beauty[image: External link] (1994)

	
Interview with the Vampire[image: External link] (1994)

	
First Knight[image: External link] (1995)

	
Mission: Impossible[image: External link] (1996)

	
The Saint[image: External link] (1997)

	
Tomorrow Never Dies[image: External link] (1997)

	
Event Horizon[image: External link] (1997)

	
The Fifth Element[image: External link] (1997)

	
The World Is Not Enough[image: External link] (1999)

	
Eyes Wide Shut[image: External link] (1999)
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 2000–2009






	
Jesus Christ Superstar[image: External link] (2000)

	
Lara Croft: Tomb Raider[image: External link] (2001)

	
Die Another Day[image: External link] (2002)

	
The Hours[image: External link] (2002)

	
28 Days Later[image: External link] (2002)

	
Love, Actually[image: External link] (2003)

	
Alexander[image: External link] (2004)

	
Finding Neverland[image: External link] (2004)

	
King Arthur[image: External link] (2004)

	
The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] (2004)

	
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link] (2005)

	
Nanny McPhee[image: External link] (2005)

	
United 93[image: External link] (2006)

	
Stardust[image: External link] (2006)

	
Casino Royale[image: External link] (2006)

	
The Da Vinci Code[image: External link] (2006)

	
Children of Men[image: External link] (2006)

	
1408[image: External link] (2007)

	
Fred Claus[image: External link] (2007)

	
Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link] (2007)

	
The Bourne Ultimatum[image: External link] (2007)

	
Mamma Mia![image: External link] (2008)

	
The Dark Knight[image: External link] (2008)

	
Quantum of Solace[image: External link] (2008)

	
The Bank Job[image: External link] (2008)

	
Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] (2009)
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 2010–2016






	
Clash of the Titans[image: External link] (2010)

	
Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time[image: External link] (2010)

	
The Wolfman[image: External link] (2010)

	
Gulliver's Travels[image: External link] (2010)

	
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1[image: External link] (2010)

	
Kick-Ass[image: External link] (2010)

	
You Will Meet a Tall Dark Stranger[image: External link] (2010)

	
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link] (2011)

	
Hugo[image: External link] (2011)

	
Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides[image: External link] (2011)

	
Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link] (2011)

	
Johnny English Reborn[image: External link] (2011)

	
My Week with Marilyn[image: External link] (2011)

	
X-Men: First Class[image: External link] (2011)

	
Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows[image: External link] (2011)

	
The Iron Lady[image: External link] (2011)

	
Dark Shadows[image: External link] (2012)

	
Snow White & the Huntsman[image: External link] (2012)

	
Prometheus[image: External link] (2012)

	
Skyfall[image: External link] (2012)

	
The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey[image: External link] (2012)

	
Les Misérables[image: External link] (2012)

	
47 Ronin[image: External link] (2013)

	
The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug[image: External link] (2013)

	
Dom Hemingway[image: External link] (2013)

	
Gravity[image: External link] (2013)

	
Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit[image: External link] (2014)

	
Vampire Academy[image: External link] (2014)

	
Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link] (2014)

	
Muppets Most Wanted[image: External link] (2014)

	
Maleficent[image: External link] (2014)

	
The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies[image: External link] (2014)

	
Fury[image: External link] (2014)

	
Exodus: Gods and Kings[image: External link] (2014)

	
Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015)

	
Ant-Man[image: External link] (2015)

	
Cinderella[image: External link] (2015)

	
Everest[image: External link] (2015)

	
Ex Machina[image: External link] (2015)

	
Spectre[image: External link] (2015)

	
Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015)[38]


	
Assassin's Creed[image: External link] (2016)

	
Doctor Strange[image: External link] (2016)

	
On Chesil Beach[image: External link] (2017)
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 Television






	EastEnders[image: External link]

	Emmerdale[image: External link]

	Extras[image: External link]

	Little Charley Bear[image: External link]

	The IT Crowd[image: External link]

	Midsomer Murders[image: External link]

	
The Weakest Link[image: External link] (2001–2009)

	
Would I Lie to You?[image: External link] (2009—)

	
10 O'Clock Live[image: External link] (2011–2013)

	
Sing If You Can[image: External link] (2011)

	
Big School[image: External link] (2013–2014)

	
Through the Keyhole[image: External link] (2013—)

	
Count Arthur Strong[image: External link] (2013—)

	
8 Out of 10 Cats[image: External link] (2013—)

	
The National Lottery Draws[image: External link] (2013—)

	
The Voice UK[image: External link] (2013; live shows only)

	
The Taste[image: External link] (2014)

	
Duck Quacks Don't Echo[image: External link] (2014—)

	
Birds of a Feather[image: External link] (2014—)

	
Red Dwarf[image: External link] (2015–2016)

	
Still Open All Hours[image: External link] (2015—)

	
Teletubbies[image: External link] (2015—)

	
Insert Name Here[image: External link] (2016—)

	
Debatable[image: External link] (2016—)
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 See also





	007 Stage[image: External link]

	List of Pinewood Studios productions[image: External link]

	The Pinewood Studios Group[image: External link]

	Shepperton Studios[image: External link]

	Underwater Stage[image: External link]
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England






This article is about the country. For other uses, see England (disambiguation)[image: External link].

England is a country[image: External link] that is part[image: External link] of the United Kingdom[image: External link].[5][6][7] It shares land borders[image: External link] with Scotland[image: External link] to the north and Wales[image: External link] to the west. The Irish Sea[image: External link] lies northwest of England and the Celtic Sea[image: External link] lies to the southwest. England is separated from continental Europe[image: External link] by the North Sea[image: External link] to the east and the English Channel[image: External link] to the south. The country covers five-eighths of the island of Great Britain[image: External link] (which lies in the North Atlantic[image: External link]) in its centre and south; and includes over 100 smaller islands[image: External link] such as the Isles of Scilly[image: External link], and the Isle of Wight[image: External link].

The area now called England was first inhabited by modern humans during the Upper Palaeolithic[image: External link] period, but takes its name from the Angles[image: External link], one of the Germanic[image: External link] tribes who settled during the 5th and 6th centuries. England became a unified state in the 10th century, and since the Age of Discovery[image: External link], which began during the 15th century, has had a significant cultural and legal impact on the wider world.[8] The English language[image: External link], the Anglican Church[image: External link], and English law[image: External link] – the basis for the common law[image: External link] legal systems of many other countries around the world – developed in England, and the country's parliamentary system[image: External link] of government has been widely adopted by other nations.[9] The Industrial Revolution[image: External link] began in 18th-century England, transforming its society into the world's first industrialised nation.[10]

England's terrain mostly comprises low hills and plains, especially in central and southern England. However, there are uplands in the north (for example, the mountainous Lake District[image: External link], and the Pennines[image: External link]) and in the southwest (for example, Dartmoor[image: External link] and the Cotswolds[image: External link]). The capital is London[image: External link], which has the largest metropolitan area in both the United Kingdom and the European Union[image: External link].[nb 1] England's population of over 53 million comprises 84% of the population of the United Kingdom, largely concentrated around London, the South East[image: External link], and conurbations in the Midlands[image: External link], the North West[image: External link], the North East[image: External link], and Yorkshire[image: External link], which each developed as major industrial regions during the 19th century.[11]

The Kingdom of England[image: External link]—which after 1535 included Wales—ceased being a separate sovereign state[image: External link] on 1 May 1707, when the Acts of Union[image: External link] put into effect the terms agreed in the Treaty of Union[image: External link] the previous year, resulting in a political union with the Kingdom of Scotland[image: External link] to create the Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link].[12][13] In 1801, Great Britain was united with the Kingdom of Ireland[image: External link] through another Act of Union[image: External link] to become the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland[image: External link]. In 1922 the Irish Free State[image: External link] seceded from the United Kingdom, leading to the latter being renamed[image: External link] the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
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See also: Toponymy of England[image: External link]


The name "England" is derived from the Old English[image: External link] name Englaland, which means "land of the Angles[image: External link]".[14] The Angles were one of the Germanic tribes[image: External link] that settled in Great Britain during the Early Middle Ages[image: External link]. The Angles came from the Angeln[image: External link] peninsula in the Bay of Kiel[image: External link] area (present-day German state of Schleswig-Holstein) of the Baltic Sea[image: External link].[15] The earliest recorded use of the term, as "Engla londe", is in the late ninth century translation into Old English[image: External link] of Bede[image: External link]'s Ecclesiastical History of the English People[image: External link]. The term was then used in a different sense to the modern one, meaning "the land inhabited by the English", and it included English people in what is now south-east Scotland but was then part of the English kingdom of Northumbria[image: External link]. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle[image: External link] recorded that the Domesday Book[image: External link] of 1086 covered the whole of England, meaning the English kingdom, but a few years later the Chronicle stated that King Malcolm III[image: External link] went "out of Scotlande into Lothian[image: External link] in Englaland", thus using it in the more ancient sense.[16] According to the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link], its modern spelling was first used in 1538.[17]

The earliest attested reference to the Angles occurs in the 1st-century work by Tacitus[image: External link], Germania[image: External link], in which the Latin[image: External link] word Anglii is used.[18] The etymology of the tribal name itself is disputed by scholars; it has been suggested that it derives from the shape of the Angeln peninsula, an angular shape.[19] How and why a term derived from the name of a tribe that was less significant than others, such as the Saxons[image: External link], came to be used for the entire country and its people is not known, but it seems this is related to the custom of calling the Germanic people in Britain Angli Saxones or English Saxons to distinguish them from continental Saxons (Eald-Seaxe) of Old Saxony between Weser and Eider rivers in Northern Germany.[20] In Scottish Gaelic[image: External link], another language which developed on the island of Great Britain, the Saxon tribe gave their name to the word for England (Sasunn);[21] similarly, the Welsh name for the English language is "Saesneg".

An alternative name for England is Albion[image: External link]. The name Albion originally referred to the entire island of Great Britain. The nominally earliest record of the name appears in the Aristotelian[image: External link] Corpus[image: External link], specifically the 4th century BC De Mundo[image: External link]:[22] "Beyond the Pillars of Hercules[image: External link] is the ocean that flows round the earth. In it are two very large islands called Britannia; these are Albion and Ierne".[22][23] But modern scholarly consensus ascribes De Mundo not to Aristotle[image: External link] but to Pseudo-Aristotle[image: External link], i.e. it was written later in the Graeco-Roman[image: External link] period or afterwards. The word Albion (Ἀλβίων) or insula Albionum has two possible origins. It either derives from a cognate of the Latin albus meaning white, a reference to the white cliffs of Dover[image: External link] (the only part of Britain visible from the European mainland)[24] or from the phrase the "island of the Albiones"[25] in the now lost Massaliote Periplus[image: External link], that is attested through Avienus[image: External link]' Ora Maritima[26] to which the former presumably served as a source. Albion is now applied to England in a more poetic capacity.[27] Another romantic name for England is Loegria[image: External link], related to the Welsh[image: External link] word for England, Lloegr, and made popular by its use in Arthurian legend[image: External link].
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Main article: History of England[image: External link]
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Main article: Prehistoric Britain[image: External link]


The earliest known evidence of human presence in the area now known as England was that of Homo antecessor[image: External link], dating to approximately 780,000 years ago. The oldest proto-human bones discovered in England date from 500,000 years ago.[28] Modern humans are known to have inhabited the area during the Upper Paleolithic[image: External link] period, though permanent settlements were only established within the last 6,000 years.[29][30] After the last ice age[image: External link] only large mammals such as mammoths[image: External link], bison[image: External link] and woolly rhinoceros[image: External link] remained. Roughly 11,000 years ago, when the ice sheets[image: External link] began to recede, humans repopulated the area; genetic research suggests they came from the northern part of the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link].[31] The sea level was lower than now and Britain was connected by land bridge[image: External link] to Ireland and Eurasia[image: External link].[32] As the seas rose, it was separated from Ireland 10,000 years ago and from Eurasia two millennia later.

The Beaker culture[image: External link] arrived around 2,500 BC, introducing drinking and food vessels constructed from clay, as well as vessels used as reduction pots to smelt copper ores.[33] It was during this time that major Neolithic[image: External link] monuments such as Stonehenge[image: External link] and Avebury[image: External link] were constructed. By heating together tin and copper, which were in abundance in the area, the Beaker culture people made bronze[image: External link], and later iron from iron ores. The development of iron smelting[image: External link] allowed the construction of better ploughs[image: External link], advancing agriculture (for instance, with Celtic fields[image: External link]), as well as the production of more effective weapons.[34]

During the Iron Age[image: External link], Celtic culture[image: External link], deriving from the Hallstatt[image: External link] and La Tène cultures[image: External link], arrived from Central Europe. Brythonic[image: External link] was the spoken language during this time. Society was tribal; according to Ptolemy[image: External link]'s Geographia[image: External link] there were around 20 tribes in the area. Earlier divisions are unknown because the Britons were not literate. Like other regions on the edge of the Empire, Britain had long enjoyed trading links with the Romans. Julius Caesar of the Roman Republic[image: External link] attempted to invade twice[image: External link] in 55 BC; although largely unsuccessful, he managed to set up a client king[image: External link] from the Trinovantes[image: External link].

The Romans invaded Britain in 43 AD during the reign of Emperor Claudius[image: External link], subsequently conquering much of Britain[image: External link], and the area was incorporated into the Roman Empire as Britannia province[image: External link].[35] The best-known of the native tribes who attempted to resist were the Catuvellauni[image: External link] led by Caratacus[image: External link]. Later, an uprising led by Boudica[image: External link], Queen of the Iceni[image: External link], ended with Boudica's suicide following her defeat at the Battle of Watling Street[image: External link].[36] This era saw a Greco-Roman[image: External link] culture prevail with the introduction of Roman law[image: External link], Roman architecture[image: External link], aqueducts[image: External link], sewers[image: External link], many agricultural items and silk.[37][38][39] In the 3rd century, Emperor Septimius Severus[image: External link] died at Eboracum[image: External link] (now York[image: External link]), where Constantine[image: External link] was subsequently proclaimed emperor.[40]

There is debate about when Christianity[image: External link] was first introduced; it was no later than the 4th century, probably much earlier. According to Bede[image: External link], missionaries were sent from Rome by Eleutherius[image: External link] at the request of the chieftain Lucius of Britain[image: External link] in 180 AD, to settle differences as to Eastern and Western ceremonials, which were disturbing the church. There are traditions linked to Glastonbury claiming an introduction through Joseph of Arimathea[image: External link], while others claim through Lucius of Britain[image: External link].[41] By 410, during the Decline of the Roman Empire[image: External link], Britain was left exposed by the end of Roman rule in Britain[image: External link] and the withdrawal of Roman army units, to defend the frontiers in continental Europe and partake in civil wars.[42] Celtic Christian monastic and missionary movements flourished: Patrick[image: External link] (5th-century Ireland) and in the 6th century Brendan (Clonfert), Comgall (Bangor), David (Wales), Aiden (Lindisfarne) and Columba (Iona). This period of Christianity was influenced by ancient Celtic culture in its sensibilities, polity, practices and theology. Local "congregations" were centred in the monastic community and monastic leaders were more like chieftains, as peers, rather than in the more hierarchical system of the Roman-dominated church.[43]
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Main article: England in the Middle Ages[image: External link]


Roman military[image: External link] withdrawals left Britain open to invasion by pagan, seafaring warriors from north-western continental Europe, chiefly the Saxons, Angles[image: External link], Jutes[image: External link] and Frisians who had long raided the coasts of the Roman province and began to settle, initially in the eastern part of the country.[42] Their advance was contained for some decades after the Britons' victory at the Battle of Mount Badon[image: External link], but subsequently resumed, over-running the fertile lowlands of Britain and reducing the area under Brythonic[image: External link] control to a series of separate enclaves in the more rugged country to the west by the end of the 6th century. Contemporary texts describing this period are extremely scarce, giving rise to its description as a Dark Age[image: External link]. The nature and progression of the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain[image: External link] is consequently subject to considerable disagreement. Roman-dominated Christianity had in general disappeared from the conquered territories, but was reintroduced by missionaries from Rome led by Augustine[image: External link] from 597 onwards.[44] Disputes between the Roman- and Celtic-dominated forms of Christianity ended in victory for the Roman tradition at the Council of Whitby[image: External link] (664), which was ostensibly about haircuts and the date of Easter, but more significantly, about the differences in Roman and Celtic forms of authority, theology, and practice (Lehane).

During the settlement period the lands ruled by the incomers seem to have been fragmented into numerous tribal territories, but by the 7th century, when substantial evidence of the situation again becomes available, these had coalesced into roughly a dozen kingdoms including Northumbria[image: External link], Mercia[image: External link], Wessex[image: External link], East Anglia[image: External link], Essex[image: External link], Kent[image: External link] and Sussex[image: External link]. Over the following centuries this process of political consolidation continued.[45] The 7th century saw a struggle for hegemony between Northumbria and Mercia, which in the 8th century gave way to Mercian preeminence.[46] In the early 9th century Mercia was displaced as the foremost kingdom by Wessex. Later in that century escalating attacks by the Danes[image: External link] culminated in the conquest of the north and east of England, overthrowing the kingdoms of Northumbria, Mercia and East Anglia. Wessex under Alfred the Great[image: External link] was left as the only surviving English kingdom, and under his successors it steadily expanded at the expense of the kingdoms of the Danelaw[image: External link]. This brought about the political unification of England, first accomplished under Æthelstan[image: External link] in 927 and definitively established after further conflicts by Eadred[image: External link] in 953. A fresh wave of Scandinavian[image: External link] attacks from the late 10th century ended with the conquest of this united kingdom by Sweyn Forkbeard[image: External link] in 1013 and again by his son Cnut[image: External link] in 1016, turning it into the centre of a short-lived North Sea Empire[image: External link] that also included Denmark[image: External link] and Norway[image: External link]. However the native royal dynasty was restored with the accession of Edward the Confessor[image: External link] in 1042.

A dispute over the succession to Edward led to the Norman conquest of England[image: External link] in 1066, accomplished by an army led by Duke William of Normandy[image: External link].[47] The Normans[image: External link] themselves originated from Scandinavia[image: External link] and had settled in Normandy in the late 9th and early 10th centuries.[48] This conquest led to the almost total dispossession of the English elite and its replacement by a new French-speaking aristocracy, whose speech had a profound and permanent effect on the English language.[49]

Subsequently, the House of Plantagenet[image: External link] from Anjou inherited the English throne under Henry II[image: External link], adding England to the budding Angevin Empire[image: External link] of fiefs the family had inherited in France including Aquitaine[image: External link].[50] They reigned for three centuries, some noted monarchs being Richard I[image: External link], Edward I[image: External link], Edward III[image: External link] and Henry V[image: External link].[50] The period saw changes in trade and legislation, including the signing of the Magna Carta[image: External link], an English legal charter used to limit the sovereign's powers by law and protect the privileges of freemen. Catholic monasticism[image: External link] flourished, providing philosophers, and the universities of Oxford and Cambridge were founded with royal patronage. The Principality of Wales[image: External link] became a Plantagenet fief during the 13th century[51] and the Lordship of Ireland[image: External link] was given to the English monarchy by the Pope.

During the 14th century, the Plantagenets and the House of Valois[image: External link] both claimed to be legitimate claimants to the House of Capet[image: External link] and with it France; the two powers clashed in the Hundred Years' War[image: External link].[52] The Black Death[image: External link] epidemic hit England[image: External link]; starting in 1348, it eventually killed up to half of England's inhabitants[image: External link].[53][54] From 1453 to 1487 civil war occurred between two branches of the royal family—the Yorkists[image: External link] and Lancastrians[image: External link]—known as the Wars of the Roses[image: External link].[55] Eventually it led to the Yorkists losing the throne entirely to a Welsh noble family the Tudors[image: External link], a branch of the Lancastrians headed by Henry Tudor[image: External link] who invaded with Welsh and Breton mercenaries, gaining victory at the Battle of Bosworth Field[image: External link] where the Yorkist king Richard III[image: External link] was killed.[56]
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During the Tudor period[image: External link], the Renaissance[image: External link] reached England through Italian courtiers, who reintroduced artistic, educational and scholarly debate from classical antiquity.[57] England began to develop naval skills[image: External link], and exploration to the West intensified.[58][59]

Henry VIII[image: External link] broke from communion with the Catholic Church, over issues relating to his divorce, under the Acts of Supremacy[image: External link] in 1534 which proclaimed the monarch head of the Church of England[image: External link]. In contrast with much of European Protestantism, the roots of the split[image: External link] were more political than theological.[nb 2] He also legally incorporated his ancestral land Wales into the Kingdom of England with the 1535–1542 acts[image: External link]. There were internal religious conflicts during the reigns of Henry's daughters, Mary I[image: External link] and Elizabeth I[image: External link]. The former took the country back to Catholicism while the latter broke from it again, forcefully asserting the supremacy of Anglicanism[image: External link].

Competing with Spain[image: External link], the first English colony in the Americas was founded in 1585 by explorer Walter Raleigh[image: External link] in Virginia[image: External link] and named Roanoke[image: External link]. The Roanoke colony failed and is known as the lost colony, after it was found abandoned on the return of the late-arriving supply ship.[61] With the East India Company[image: External link], England also competed with the Dutch[image: External link] and French[image: External link] in the East. In 1588, during the Elizabethan period[image: External link], an English fleet under Francis Drake[image: External link] defeated an invading Spanish Armada[image: External link]. The political structure of the island changed in 1603, when the King of Scots[image: External link], James VI[image: External link], a kingdom which was a longtime rival to English interests, inherited the throne of England as James I[image: External link] — creating a personal union[image: External link].[62][63] He styled himself King of Great Britain[image: External link], although this had no basis in English law.[64] Under the auspices of King James VI and I the Authorised King James Version[image: External link] of the Holy Bible was published in 1611. It has not only been ranked with Shakespeare[image: External link]'s works as the greatest masterpiece of literature in the English language but also was the standard version of the Bible read by most Protestant Christians for four hundred years, until modern revisions were produced in the 20th century.

Based on conflicting political, religious and social positions, the English Civil War[image: External link] was fought between the supporters of Parliament[image: External link] and those of King Charles I[image: External link], known colloquially as Roundheads[image: External link] and Cavaliers[image: External link] respectively. This was an interwoven part of the wider multifaceted Wars of the Three Kingdoms[image: External link], involving Scotland[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link]. The Parliamentarians were victorious, Charles I was executed and the kingdom replaced by the Commonwealth[image: External link]. Leader of the Parliament forces, Oliver Cromwell[image: External link] declared himself Lord Protector[image: External link] in 1653; a period of personal rule[image: External link] followed.[65] After Cromwell's death and the resignation of his son Richard[image: External link] as Lord Protector, Charles II[image: External link] was invited to return as monarch in 1660, in a move called the Restoration[image: External link]. After the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] of 1688, it was constitutionally established that King and Parliament should rule together, though Parliament would have the real power. This was established with the Bill of Rights[image: External link] in 1689. Among the statutes set down were that the law could only be made by Parliament and could not be suspended by the King, also that the King could not impose taxes or raise an army without the prior approval of Parliament.[66] Also since that time, no British monarch has entered the House of Commons[image: External link] when it is sitting, which is annually commemorated at the State Opening of Parliament[image: External link] by the British monarch when the doors of the House of Commons are slammed in the face of the monarch's messenger, symbolising the rights of Parliament and its independence from the monarch.[67][68] With the founding of the Royal Society[image: External link] in 1660, science was greatly encouraged.

In 1666 the Great Fire of London[image: External link] gutted the City of London but it was rebuilt shortly afterwards[69] with many significant buildings designed by Sir Christopher Wren[image: External link]. In Parliament two factions had emerged — the Tories[image: External link] and Whigs[image: External link]. Though the Tories initially supported Catholic king James II[image: External link], some of them, along with the Whigs, during the Revolution of 1688[image: External link] invited Dutch prince William of Orange to defeat James and ultimately to become William III of England[image: External link]. Some English people, especially in the north, were Jacobites[image: External link] and continued to support James and his sons. After the parliaments of England and Scotland agreed,[70] the two countries joined in political union[image: External link], to create the Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link] in 1707.[62] To accommodate the union, institutions such as the law and national churches of each remained separate.[71]
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Under the newly formed Kingdom of Great Britain, output from the Royal Society and other English initiatives[image: External link] combined with the Scottish Enlightenment[image: External link] to create innovations in science and engineering, while the enormous growth in British overseas trade[image: External link] protected by the Royal Navy[image: External link] paved the way for the establishment of the British Empire[image: External link]. Domestically it drove the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], a period of profound change in the socioeconomic[image: External link] and cultural conditions of England, resulting in industrialised agriculture, manufacture, engineering and mining, as well as new and pioneering road, rail and water networks to facilitate their expansion and development.[72] The opening of Northwest England's Bridgewater Canal[image: External link] in 1761 ushered in the canal age in Britain[image: External link].[73][74] In 1825 the world's first permanent steam locomotive-hauled passenger railway—the Stockton and Darlington Railway[image: External link]—opened to the public.[73]

During the Industrial Revolution, many workers moved from England's countryside to new and expanding urban industrial areas to work in factories, for instance at Manchester[image: External link] and Birmingham[image: External link], dubbed "Warehouse City" and "Workshop of the World" respectively.[76][77] England maintained relative stability throughout the French Revolution[image: External link]; William Pitt the Younger[image: External link] was British Prime Minister for the reign of George III[image: External link]. During the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], Napoleon[image: External link] planned to invade from the south-east[image: External link]. However this failed to manifest and the Napoleonic forces were defeated by the British at sea by Lord Nelson[image: External link] and on land by the Duke of Wellington[image: External link]. The Napoleonic Wars fostered a concept of Britishness[image: External link] and a united national British people[image: External link], shared with the Scots[image: External link] and Welsh.[78]

London became the largest and most populous metropolitan area in the world during the Victorian era[image: External link], and trade within the British Empire—as well as the standing of the British military and navy—was prestigious.[79] Political agitation at home from radicals such as the Chartists[image: External link] and the suffragettes[image: External link] enabled legislative reform and universal suffrage[image: External link].[80] Power shifts in east-central Europe led to World War I; hundreds of thousands of English soldiers died fighting for the United Kingdom as part of the Allies[image: External link].[nb 3] Two decades later, in World War II[image: External link], the United Kingdom was again one of the Allies[image: External link]. At the end of the Phoney War[image: External link], Winston Churchill[image: External link] became the wartime Prime Minister. Developments in warfare technology saw many cities damaged by air-raids during the Blitz[image: External link]. Following the war, the British Empire experienced rapid decolonisation[image: External link], and there was a speeding up of technological innovations; automobiles became the primary means of transport and Frank Whittle[image: External link]'s development of the jet engine[image: External link] led to wider air travel[image: External link].[82] Residential patterns were altered in England by private motoring, and by the creation of the National Health Service[image: External link] (NHS) in 1948. The UK's NHS provided publicly funded health care[image: External link] to all UK permanent residents free at the point of need, being paid for from general taxation. Combined, these changes prompted the reform of local government in England[image: External link] in the mid-20th century.[83][84]

Since the 20th century there has been significant population movement to England, mostly from other parts of the British Isles[image: External link], but also from the Commonwealth[image: External link], particularly the Indian subcontinent[image: External link].[85] Since the 1970s there has been a large move away from manufacturing[image: External link] and an increasing emphasis on the service industry[image: External link].[86] As part of the United Kingdom, the area joined a common market[image: External link] initiative called the European Economic Community[image: External link] which became the European Union[image: External link]. Since the late 20th century the administration of the United Kingdom[image: External link] has moved towards devolved governance[image: External link] in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.[87] England and Wales[image: External link] continues to exist as a jurisdiction within the United Kingdom.[88] Devolution has stimulated a greater emphasis on a more English-specific identity and patriotism.[89][90] There is no devolved English government, but an attempt to create a similar system on a sub-regional basis was rejected by referendum.[91]
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Main article: Politics of England[image: External link]


As part of the United Kingdom, the basic political system in England is a constitutional monarchy[image: External link] and parliamentary system[image: External link].[92] There has not been a government of England[image: External link] since 1707, when the Acts of Union 1707[image: External link], putting into effect the terms of the Treaty of Union[image: External link], joined England and Scotland to form the Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link].[70] Before the union England was ruled by its monarch[image: External link] and the Parliament of England[image: External link]. Today England is governed directly by the Parliament of the United Kingdom[image: External link], although other countries of the United Kingdom[image: External link] have devolved[image: External link] governments.[93] In the House of Commons[image: External link] which is the lower house[image: External link] of the British Parliament based at the Palace of Westminster[image: External link], there are 532 Members of Parliament (MPs) for constituencies in England, out of the 650 total.[94]

In the United Kingdom general election, 2015[image: External link], the Conservative Party[image: External link] won an absolute majority in the 650 contested seats with 10 seats more than all other parties combined (the Speaker of the House[image: External link] not being counted as a Conservative).[95] The Conservative party, headed by the prime minister David Cameron[image: External link], won 98 more seats than the Labour Party[image: External link], whose leader Ed Miliband[image: External link] subsequently stood down.[96] The Scottish National Party[image: External link] (Scotland only) won 56 out of 59 Scottish seats in the House of Commons[image: External link] replacing the Liberal Democrats[image: External link] as the third largest party overall in the UK.[97]

As the United Kingdom is a member of the European Union, there are elections held regionally in England to decide who is sent as Members of the European Parliament[image: External link]. The 2014 European Parliament election[image: External link] saw the regions of England elect the following MEPs: 22 UK Independence Party[image: External link] (UKIP), 17 Conservatives, 17 Labour, 3 Greens[image: External link], and one Liberal Democrat.

Since devolution[image: External link], in which other countries of the United Kingdom—Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland[image: External link]—each have their own devolved parliament or assemblies for local issues, there has been debate about how to counterbalance this in England. Originally it was planned that various regions of England[image: External link] would be devolved, but following the proposal's rejection by the North East[image: External link] in a referendum, this has not been carried out.[91]

One major issue is the West Lothian question[image: External link], in which MPs from Scotland and Wales are able to vote on legislation affecting only England, while English MPs have no equivalent right to legislate on devolved matters.[98] This when placed in the context of England being the only country of the United Kingdom not to have free cancer treatment, prescriptions, residential care for the elderly and free top-up university fees[image: External link],[99] has led to a steady rise in English nationalism[image: External link].[100] Some have suggested the creation of a devolved English parliament[image: External link],[101] while others have proposed simply limiting voting on legislation which only affects England to English MPs.[102]
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Main article: English law[image: External link]


The English law[image: External link] legal system, developed over the centuries, is the basis of common law[image: External link][103] legal systems used in most Commonwealth[image: External link] countries[104] and the United States (except Louisiana[image: External link]). Despite now being part of the United Kingdom, the legal system of the Courts of England and Wales[image: External link] continued, under the Treaty of Union[image: External link], as a separate legal system from the one used in Scotland. The general essence of English law is that it is made by judges sitting in courts[image: External link], applying their common sense and knowledge of legal precedent[image: External link]—stare decisis[image: External link]—to the facts before them.[105]

The court system[image: External link] is headed by the Senior Courts of England and Wales, consisting of the Court of Appeal[image: External link], the High Court of Justice[image: External link] for civil cases, and the Crown Court[image: External link] for criminal cases.[106] The Supreme Court of the United Kingdom[image: External link] is the highest court for criminal and civil cases in England and Wales[image: External link]. It was created in 2009 after constitutional changes, taking over the judicial functions of the House of Lords[image: External link].[107] A decision of the Supreme Court is binding on every other court in the hierarchy, which must follow its directions.[108]

Crime increased between 1981 and 1995, but fell by 42% in the period 1995–2006.[109] The prison population doubled over the same period, giving it the highest incarceration rate[image: External link] in Western Europe at 147 per 100,000.[110] Her Majesty's Prison Service[image: External link], reporting to the Ministry of Justice[image: External link], manages most prisons[image: External link], housing over 85,000 convicts.[111]
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 Regions, counties, and districts




Main article: Subdivisions of England[image: External link]


See also: Regions of England[image: External link], Counties of England[image: External link], and Districts of England[image: External link]


The subdivisions of England[image: External link] consist of up to four levels of subnational division[image: External link] controlled through a variety of types of administrative entities created for the purposes of local government[image: External link]. The highest tier of local government were the nine regions of England[image: External link]: North East[image: External link], North West[image: External link], Yorkshire and the Humber[image: External link], East Midlands[image: External link], West Midlands[image: External link], East[image: External link], South East[image: External link], South West[image: External link], and London. These were created in 1994 as Government Offices[image: External link], used by the UK government to deliver a wide range of policies and programmes regionally, but there are no elected bodies at this level, except in London, and in 2011 the regional government offices were abolished.[112] The same boundaries remain in use for electing Members of the European Parliament[image: External link] on a regional basis.

After devolution[image: External link] began to take place in other parts of the United Kingdom it was planned that referendums for the regions of England would take place for their own elected regional assemblies[image: External link] as a counterweight. London accepted[image: External link] in 1998: the London Assembly[image: External link] was created two years later. However, when the proposal was rejected by the northern England devolution referendums, 2004[image: External link] in the North East, further referendums were cancelled.[91] The regional assemblies outside London were abolished in 2010, and their functions transferred to respective Regional Development Agencies[image: External link] and a new system of Local authority leaders' boards[image: External link].[113]

Below the regional level, all of England is divided into 48 ceremonial counties[image: External link].[114] These are used primarily as a geographical frame of reference and have developed gradually since the Middle Ages[image: External link], with some established as recently as 1974.[115] Each has a Lord Lieutenant[image: External link] and High Sheriff[image: External link]; these posts are used to represent the British monarch[image: External link] locally.[114] Outside Greater London[image: External link] and the Isles of Scilly[image: External link], England is also divided into 83 metropolitan and non-metropolitan counties[image: External link]; these correspond to areas used for the purposes of local government[116] and may consist of a single district or be divided into several.

There are six metropolitan counties[image: External link] based on the most heavily urbanised areas, which do not have county councils.[116] In these areas the principal authorities are the councils of the subdivisions, the metropolitan boroughs[image: External link]. Elsewhere, 27 non-metropolitan "shire" counties[image: External link] have a county council[image: External link] and are divided into districts, each with a district council. They are typically, though not always, found in more rural areas. The remaining non-metropolitan counties are of a single district and usually correspond to large towns or sparsely populated counties; they are known as unitary authorities[image: External link]. Greater London has a different system for local government, with 32 London boroughs[image: External link], plus the City of London[image: External link] covering a small area at the core governed by the City of London Corporation[image: External link].[117] At the most localised level, much of England is divided into civil parishes[image: External link] with councils[image: External link]; in Greater London only one, Queen's Park[image: External link] exists as of 2014[image: External link] after they were abolished in 1965[image: External link] until legislation allowed their recreation[image: External link] in 2007.
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of England[image: External link]
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 Landscape and rivers




Geographically England includes the central and southern two-thirds of the island of Great Britain, plus such offshore islands as the Isle of Wight[image: External link] and the Isles of Scilly[image: External link]. It is bordered by two other countries of the United Kingdom—to the north[image: External link] by Scotland and to the west[image: External link] by Wales. England is closer to the European continent than any other part of mainland Britain. It is separated from France by a 21-mile (34 km)[118] sea gap, though the two countries are connected by the Channel Tunnel[image: External link] near Folkestone[image: External link].[119] England also has shores on the Irish Sea[image: External link], North Sea[image: External link] and Atlantic Ocean.

The ports of London, Liverpool[image: External link], and Newcastle[image: External link] lie on the tidal rivers Thames[image: External link], Mersey[image: External link] and Tyne[image: External link] respectively. At 220 miles (350 km), the Severn[image: External link] is the longest river flowing through England.[120] It empties into the Bristol Channel[image: External link] and is notable for its Severn Bore[image: External link] (a tidal bore[image: External link]), which can reach 2 metres (6.6 ft) in height.[121] However, the longest river entirely in England is the Thames, which is 215 miles (346 km) in length.[122] There are many lakes in England[image: External link]; the largest is Windermere[image: External link], within the aptly named Lake District[image: External link].[123]

In geological terms, the Pennines[image: External link], known as the "backbone of England", are the oldest range of mountains in the country, originating from the end of the Paleozoic Era[image: External link] around 300 million years ago.[124] Their geological composition includes, among others, sandstone[image: External link] and limestone[image: External link], and also coal. There are karst[image: External link] landscapes in calcite areas such as parts of Yorkshire and Derbyshire[image: External link]. The Pennine landscape is high moorland[image: External link] in upland areas, indented by fertile valleys of the region's rivers. They contain three national parks[image: External link], the Yorkshire Dales[image: External link], Northumberland[image: External link], and the Peak District[image: External link]. The highest point in England, at 978 metres (3,209 ft), is Scafell Pike[image: External link] in Cumbria.[123] Straddling the border between England and Scotland are the Cheviot Hills[image: External link].

The English Lowlands[image: External link] are to the south of the Pennines, consisting of green rolling hills, including the Cotswold Hills[image: External link], Chiltern Hills[image: External link], North[image: External link] and South Downs[image: External link]—where they meet the sea they form white rock exposures such as the cliffs of Dover[image: External link]. The granite Southwest Peninsula in the West Country[image: External link] includes upland moorland, such as Dartmoor[image: External link] and Exmoor[image: External link], and enjoys a mild climate[image: External link]; both are national parks.[125]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of England[image: External link]


England has a temperate[image: External link] maritime climate[image: External link]: it is mild with temperatures not much lower than 0 °C (32 °F) in winter and not much higher than 32 °C (90 °F) in summer.[126] The weather is damp relatively frequently and is changeable. The coldest months are January and February, the latter particularly on the English coast[image: External link], while July is normally the warmest month. Months with mild to warm weather are May, June, September and October.[126] Rainfall is spread fairly evenly throughout the year.

Important influences on the climate of England are its proximity to the Atlantic Ocean, its northern latitude[image: External link] and the warming of the sea by the Gulf Stream[image: External link].[126] Rainfall is higher in the west, and parts of the Lake District[image: External link] receive more rain than anywhere else in the country.[126] Since weather records began, the highest temperature recorded was 38.5 °C (101.3 °F) on 10 August 2003 at Brogdale[image: External link] in Kent,[127] while the lowest was −26.1 °C (−15.0 °F) on 10 January 1982 in Edgmond[image: External link], Shropshire.[128]
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 Major conurbations




See also: List of places in England[image: External link]


The Greater London Urban Area[image: External link] is by far the largest urban area in England[129] and one of the busiest cities in the world. It is considered a global city[image: External link] and has a population larger than other countries in the United Kingdom besides England itself.[129] Other urban areas of considerable size and influence tend to be in northern England[image: External link] or the English Midlands[image: External link].[129] There are fifty settlements[image: External link] which have been designated city status in England[image: External link], while the wider United Kingdom has sixty-six.

While many cities in England are quite large in size, such as Birmingham[image: External link], Sheffield[image: External link], Manchester, Liverpool[image: External link], Leeds[image: External link], Newcastle[image: External link], Bradford[image: External link], Nottingham[image: External link] and others, a large population is not necessarily a prerequisite for a settlement to be afforded city status.[130] Traditionally the status was afforded to towns with diocesan cathedrals[image: External link] and so there are smaller cities like Wells[image: External link], Ely[image: External link], Ripon[image: External link], Truro[image: External link] and Chichester[image: External link].[130] According to the Office for National Statistics[image: External link] the ten largest, continuous built-up urban areas are:[129]



	Rank
	Urban area
	Population
	Major localities



	1
	Greater London Urban Area[image: External link]
	9,787,426
	Greater London[image: External link], divided into the City of London[image: External link] and 32 London boroughs[image: External link] including Croydon[image: External link], Barnet[image: External link], Ealing[image: External link], Bromley[image: External link]



	2
	Greater Manchester Urban Area[image: External link]
	2,553,379
	Manchester[image: External link], Salford[image: External link], Bolton[image: External link], Stockport[image: External link], Oldham[image: External link]



	3
	West Midlands Urban Area[image: External link]
	2,440,986
	Birmingham[image: External link], Wolverhampton[image: External link], Dudley[image: External link], Walsall[image: External link], Aldridge[image: External link]



	4
	West Yorkshire Urban Area[image: External link]
	1,777,934
	Leeds[image: External link], Bradford[image: External link], Huddersfield[image: External link], Wakefield[image: External link], Halifax[image: External link]



	5
	Liverpool Urban Area[image: External link]
	864,122
	Liverpool[image: External link], St. Helens[image: External link], Bootle[image: External link], Huyton-with-Roby[image: External link]



	6
	South Hampshire[image: External link]
	855,569
	Southampton[image: External link], Portsmouth[image: External link], Eastleigh[image: External link], Gosport[image: External link], Fareham[image: External link], Havant[image: External link], Horndean[image: External link]



	7
	Tyneside[image: External link]
	774,891
	Newcastle[image: External link], North Shields[image: External link], South Shields[image: External link], Gateshead[image: External link], Jarrow[image: External link]



	8
	Nottingham Urban Area[image: External link]
	729,977
	Nottingham[image: External link], Beeston[image: External link] and Stapleford[image: External link], Carlton[image: External link], Long Eaton[image: External link]



	9
	Sheffield Urban Area[image: External link]
	685,368
	Sheffield[image: External link], Rotherham[image: External link], Rawmarsh[image: External link], Killamarsh[image: External link]



	10
	Bristol Urban Area[image: External link]
	617,280
	Bristol[image: External link], Kingswood[image: External link], Mangotsfield[image: External link], Stoke Gifford[image: External link]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of England[image: External link]


England's economy is one of the largest in the world, with an average GDP per capita[image: External link] of £22,907.[133] Usually regarded as a mixed market economy[image: External link], it has adopted many free market[image: External link] principles, yet maintains an advanced social welfare infrastructure.[134] The official currency in England is the pound sterling[image: External link], whose ISO 4217[image: External link] code is GBP. Taxation in England[image: External link] is quite competitive when compared[image: External link] to much of the rest of Europe – as of 2014 the basic rate of personal tax is 20% on taxable income up to £31,865 above the personal tax-free allowance (normally £10,000), and 40% on any additional earnings above that amount.[135]

The economy of England is the largest part of the UK's economy[image: External link],[133] which has the 18th[image: External link] highest GDP PPP[image: External link] per capita in the world. England is a leader in the chemical[136] and pharmaceutical sectors and in key technical industries, particularly aerospace[image: External link], the arms industry[image: External link], and the manufacturing side of the software industry[image: External link]. London, home to the London Stock Exchange[image: External link], the United Kingdom's main stock exchange[image: External link] and the largest in Europe, is England's financial centre—100 of Europe's 500 largest corporations are based in London.[137] London is the largest financial centre in Europe, and as of 2014 is the second largest in the world.[138]

The Bank of England[image: External link], founded in 1694 by Scottish banker William Paterson[image: External link], is the United Kingdom's central bank[image: External link]. Originally established as private banker to the government of England, since 1946 it has been a state-owned institution[image: External link].[139] The bank has a monopoly on the issue of banknotes in England and Wales[image: External link], although not in other parts of the United Kingdom. The government has devolved responsibility to the bank's Monetary Policy Committee[image: External link] for managing the monetary policy of the country and setting interest rates.[140]

England is highly industrialised, but since the 1970s there has been a decline in traditional heavy and manufacturing[image: External link] industries, and an increasing emphasis on a more service industry[image: External link] oriented economy.[86] Tourism has become a significant industry, attracting millions of visitors to England each year. The export part of the economy is dominated by pharmaceuticals[image: External link], cars (although many English marques[image: External link] are now foreign-owned, such as Land Rover[image: External link], Lotus[image: External link], Jaguar[image: External link] and Bentley[image: External link]), crude oil[image: External link] and petroleum[image: External link] from the English parts of North Sea oil[image: External link] along with Wytch Farm[image: External link], aircraft engines[image: External link] and alcoholic beverages.[141]

Most of the UK's £30 billion[142] aerospace industry[image: External link] is primarily based in England. The global market opportunity for UK aerospace manufacturers over the next two decades is estimated at £3.5 trillion.[143] GKN Aerospace[image: External link] – an expert in metallic and composite aerostructures is involved in almost every civil and military fixed and rotary wing aircraft in production is based in Redditch[image: External link].[144]

BAE Systems[image: External link] makes large sections of the Typhoon Eurofighter[image: External link] at its sub-assembly plant in Salmesbury[image: External link] and assembles the aircraft for the RAF at its Warton[image: External link] plant, near Preston[image: External link]. It is also a principal subcontractor on the F35 Joint Strike Fighter[image: External link] – the world's largest single defence project – for which it designs and manufactures a range of components including the aft fuselage, vertical and horizontal tail and wing tips and fuel system. As well as this it manufactures the Hawk[image: External link], the world's most successful jet training aircraft.[144]

Rolls-Royce PLC[image: External link] is the world's second-largest aero-engine[image: External link] manufacturer. Its engines power more than 30 types of commercial aircraft, and it has more 30,000 engines currently in service across both the civil and defence sectors. With a workforce of over 12,000 people, Derby[image: External link] has the largest concentration of Rolls-Royce employees in the UK. Rolls-Royce also produces low-emission power systems for ships; makes critical equipment and safety systems for the nuclear industry and powers offshore platforms and major pipelines for the oil and gas industry.[144][145]

Much of the UK's space industry is centred on EADS Astrium[image: External link], based in Stevenage[image: External link] and Portsmouth[image: External link]. The company builds the buses[image: External link] – the underlying structure onto which the payload and propulsion systems are built – for most of the European Space Agency[image: External link]'s spacecraft, as well as commercial satellites. The world leader in compact satellite systems, Surrey Satellites[image: External link], is also part of Astrium.[144] Reaction Engines Limited[image: External link], the company planning to build Skylon[image: External link], a single-stage-to-orbit spaceplane using their SABRE rocket engine[image: External link], a combined-cycle, air-breathing rocket propulsion system is based Culham[image: External link].

Agriculture is intensive and highly mechanised, producing 60% of food needs with only 2% of the labour force.[146] Two thirds of production is devoted to livestock, the other to arable crops.[147]
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 Science and technology




Main articles: List of English inventions and discoveries[image: External link] and Royal Society[image: External link]


Prominent English figures from the field of science and mathematics include Sir Isaac Newton[image: External link], Michael Faraday[image: External link], Charles Darwin[image: External link], Robert Hooke[image: External link], James Prescott Joule[image: External link], Joseph Priestley[image: External link], Lord Rayleigh[image: External link], J. J. Thomson[image: External link], James Chadwick[image: External link], Charles Babbage[image: External link], George Boole[image: External link], Alan Turing[image: External link], Tim Berners-Lee[image: External link], Paul Dirac[image: External link], Stephen Hawking[image: External link], Peter Higgs[image: External link], Roger Penrose[image: External link], John Horton Conway[image: External link], Thomas Bayes[image: External link], Arthur Cayley[image: External link], G. H. Hardy[image: External link], Oliver Heaviside[image: External link], Andrew Wiles[image: External link], Francis Crick[image: External link], Joseph Lister[image: External link], Christopher Wren[image: External link] and Richard Dawkins[image: External link]. Some experts claim that the earliest concept of a metric system[image: External link] was invented by John Wilkins[image: External link], the first secretary of the Royal Society[image: External link], in 1668.[148]

As the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], England was home to many significant inventors during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Famous English engineers include Isambard Kingdom Brunel[image: External link], best known for the creation of the Great Western Railway[image: External link], a series of famous steamships[image: External link], and numerous important bridges, hence revolutionising public transport and modern-day engineering.[149] Thomas Newcomen[image: External link]'s steam engine[image: External link] helped spawn the Industrial Revolution.[150] The Father of Railways, George Stephenson[image: External link], built the first public inter-city railway line in the world, the Liverpool and Manchester Railway[image: External link], which opened in 1830. With his role in the marketing and manufacturing of the steam engine, and invention of modern coinage, Matthew Boulton[image: External link] (business partner of James Watt[image: External link]) is regarded as one of the most influential entrepreneurs in history.[151] The physician Edward Jenner[image: External link]'s smallpox vaccine[image: External link] is said to have "saved more lives ... than were lost in all the wars of mankind since the beginning of recorded history."[152][153][154]

Inventions and discoveries of the English include: the jet engine[image: External link], the first industrial spinning machine[image: External link], the first computer[image: External link] and the first modern computer[image: External link], the World Wide Web[image: External link] along with HTML[image: External link], the first successful human blood transfusion[image: External link], the motorised vacuum cleaner[image: External link],[155] the lawn mower[image: External link], the seat belt[image: External link], the hovercraft[image: External link], the electric motor[image: External link], steam engines[image: External link], and theories such as the Darwinian theory of evolution[image: External link] and atomic theory[image: External link]. Newton developed the ideas of universal gravitation[image: External link], Newtonian mechanics[image: External link], and calculus[image: External link], and Robert Hooke[image: External link] his eponymously named law of elasticity[image: External link]. Other inventions include the iron plate railway, the thermosiphon[image: External link], tarmac[image: External link], the rubber band[image: External link], the mousetrap[image: External link], "cat's eye"[image: External link] road marker[image: External link], joint development of the light bulb[image: External link], steam locomotives[image: External link], the modern seed drill[image: External link] and many modern techniques and technologies used in precision engineering[image: External link].[156]
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 Transport




Main article: Transport in England[image: External link]


The Department for Transport[image: External link] is the government body responsible for overseeing transport in England. There are many motorways in England[image: External link], and many other trunk roads, such as the A1 Great North Road[image: External link], which runs through eastern England from London to Newcastle[158] (much of this section is motorway) and onward to the Scottish border. The longest motorway in England is the M6[image: External link], from Rugby[image: External link] through the North West[image: External link] up to the Anglo-Scottish border[image: External link], a distance of 232 miles (373 km).[158] Other major routes include: the M1[image: External link] from London to Leeds, the M25[image: External link] which encircles London, the M60[image: External link] which encircles Manchester, the M4[image: External link] from London to South Wales, the M62[image: External link] from Liverpool via Manchester to East Yorkshire, and the M5[image: External link] from Birmingham to Bristol and the South West.[158]

Bus[image: External link] transport across the country is widespread; major companies include National Express[image: External link], Arriva[image: External link] and Go-Ahead Group[image: External link]. The red double-decker buses[image: External link] in London have become a symbol of England. There is a rapid transit[image: External link] network in two English cities: the London Underground[image: External link]; and the Tyne and Wear Metro[image: External link] in Newcastle, Gateshead and Sunderland.[159] There are several tram networks, such as the Blackpool tramway[image: External link], Manchester Metrolink[image: External link], Sheffield Supertram[image: External link] and Midland Metro[image: External link], and the Tramlink system centred on Croydon in South London.[159]

Rail transport in England[image: External link] is the oldest in the world: passenger railways originated in England in 1825.[160] Much of Britain's 10,000 miles (16,000 km) of rail network lies in England, covering the country fairly extensively, although a high proportion of railway lines were closed in the second half of the 20th century. There are plans to reopen lines such as the Varsity Line[image: External link] between Oxford and Cambridge. These lines are mostly standard gauge ( single[image: External link], double[image: External link] or quadruple track[image: External link]) though there are also a few narrow gauge lines[image: External link]. There is rail transport access to France and Belgium through an undersea rail link, the Channel Tunnel[image: External link], which was completed in 1994.

England has extensive domestic and international aviation links. The largest airport is London Heathrow[image: External link], which is the world's busiest airport measured by number of international passengers[image: External link].[161] Other large airports include Manchester Airport[image: External link], London Stansted Airport[image: External link], Luton Airport[image: External link] and Birmingham Airport[image: External link].[157] By sea there is ferry transport, both local and international, including to Ireland, the Netherlands and Belgium.[162] There are around 4,400 miles (7,100 km) of navigable waterways in England, half of which is owned by the Canal and River Trust[image: External link],[162] however water transport is very limited. The Thames[image: External link] is the major waterway in England, with imports and exports focused at the Port of Tilbury[image: External link] in the Thames Estuary, one of the United Kingdom's three major ports.[162]
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 Healthcare




Main article: Healthcare in England[image: External link]


The National Health Service[image: External link] (NHS) is the publicly funded healthcare system[image: External link] in England responsible for providing the majority of healthcare in the country. The NHS began on 5 July 1948, putting into effect the provisions of the National Health Service Act 1946[image: External link]. It was based on the findings of the Beveridge Report[image: External link], prepared by economist and social reformer William Beveridge[image: External link].[163] The NHS is largely funded from general taxation including National Insurance[image: External link] payments,[164] and it provides most of its services free at the point of use, although there are charges for some people for eye tests, dental care, prescriptions and aspects of personal care.[165]

The government department responsible for the NHS is the Department of Health[image: External link], headed by the Secretary of State for Health[image: External link], who sits in the British Cabinet[image: External link]. Most of the expenditure of the Department of Health is spent on the NHS—£98.6 billion was spent in 2008–2009.[166] In recent years the private sector has been increasingly used to provide more NHS services despite opposition by doctors and trade unions.[167] The average life expectancy[image: External link] of people in England is 77.5 years for males and 81.7 years for females, the highest of the four countries of the United Kingdom[image: External link].[168]
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 Demography




Main article: Demography of England[image: External link]
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 Population




Main article: English people[image: External link]


See also: English diaspora[image: External link], Cornish people[image: External link], and List of urban areas in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


With over 53 million inhabitants, England is by far the most populous country of the United Kingdom, accounting for 84% of the combined total.[11][169] England taken as a unit and measured against international states has the fourth largest population in the European Union and would be the 25th largest country by population[image: External link] in the world.[170] With a density of 407 people per square kilometre, it would be the second most densely populated country in the European Union after Malta[image: External link].[171][172]

The English people[image: External link] are a British people[image: External link].[173] Some genetic evidence suggests that 75–95% descend in the paternal line from prehistoric settlers who originally came from the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link], as well as a 5% contribution from Angles[image: External link] and Saxons[image: External link], and a significant Scandinavian[image: External link] ( Viking[image: External link]) element.[174][175][176] However, other geneticists place the Germanic[image: External link] estimate up to half.[177][178] Over time, various cultures have been influential: Prehistoric[image: External link], Brythonic[image: External link],[179] Roman[image: External link], Anglo-Saxon[image: External link],[180] Viking[image: External link] (North Germanic),[181] Gaelic[image: External link] cultures, as well as a large influence from Normans[image: External link]. There is an English diaspora in former parts of the British Empire; especially the United States, Canada, Australia, South Africa and New Zealand.[nb 4] Since the late 1990s, many English people have migrated[image: External link] to Spain.[186][187]

In 1086, when the Domesday Book[image: External link] was compiled, England had a population of two million. About ten per cent lived in urban areas.[189] By 1801 the population had grown to 8.3 million, and by 1901 had grown to 30.5 million.[190] Due in particular to the economic prosperity of South East England[image: External link], it has received many economic migrants from the other parts of the United Kingdom.[173] There has been significant Irish migration[image: External link].[191] The proportion of ethnically European residents totals at 87.50%, including Germans[image: External link][192] and Poles[image: External link].[173]

Other people from much further afield in the former British colonies have arrived since the 1950s: in particular, 6% of people living in England have family origins in the Indian subcontinent[image: External link], mostly India, Pakistan[image: External link] and Bangladesh[image: External link].[173][192] 2.90% of the population are black, from both the Caribbean[image: External link] and countries in Africa itself, especially former British colonies.[173][192] There is a significant number of Chinese and British Chinese[image: External link].[173][192] In 2007, 22% of primary school children in England were from ethnic minority[image: External link] families,[193] and in 2011 that figure was 26.5%.[194] About half of the population increase between 1991 and 2001 was due to immigration.[195] Debate over immigration is politically prominent;[196] according to a 2009 Home Office[image: External link] poll, 80% of people want to cap it.[197] The ONS[image: External link] has projected that the population will grow by nine million between 2014 and 2039.[198]

England contains one indigenous national minority, the Cornish people[image: External link], recognised by the UK government under the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities[image: External link] in 2014.[199]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Language




Further information: English language in England[image: External link]


See also: English language[image: External link], History of the English language[image: External link], and Cornish language[image: External link]




	Language
	Native speakers[200]




	English
	46,936,780



	Polish
	529,173



	Punjabi
	271,580



	Urdu
	266,330



	Bengali
	216,196



	Gujarati
	212,217



	Arabic
	152,490



	French
	145,026



	Welsh
	8,248



	Cornish
	554



	Other
	2,267,016



	Population
	51,005,610




As its name suggests, the English language[image: External link], today spoken by hundreds of millions of people around the world, originated as the language of England, where it remains the principal tongue spoken by 98% of the population.[202] It is an Indo-European[image: External link] language in the Anglo-Frisian[image: External link] branch of the Germanic[image: External link] family.[203] After the Norman conquest[image: External link], the Old English[image: External link] language was displaced and confined to the lower social classes[image: External link] as Norman French[image: External link] and Latin[image: External link] were used by the aristocracy.

By the 15th century, English was back in fashion among all classes, though much changed; the Middle English[image: External link] form showed many signs of French influence, both in vocabulary and spelling. During the English Renaissance[image: External link], many words were coined from Latin and Greek origins.[204] Modern English[image: External link] has extended this custom of flexibility, when it comes to incorporating words from different languages. Thanks in large part to the British Empire[image: External link], the English language is the world's unofficial lingua franca[image: External link].[205]

English language learning and teaching[image: External link] is an important economic activity[image: External link], and includes language schooling[image: External link], tourism[image: External link] spending, and publishing[image: External link]. There is no legislation[image: External link] mandating an official language[image: External link] for England,[206] but English is the only language used for official business. Despite the country's relatively small size, there are many distinct regional accents[image: External link], and individuals with particularly strong accents may not be easily understood everywhere in the country.

As well as English, England has two other indigenous languages[image: External link], Cornish[image: External link] and Welsh[image: External link]. Cornish died out as a community language in the 18th century but is being revived,[207][208] and is now protected under the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages[image: External link].[209] It is spoken by 0.1% of people in Cornwall[image: External link],[210] and is taught to some degree in several primary[image: External link] and secondary schools[image: External link].[211][212]

When the modern border between Wales and England was established by the Laws in Wales Acts 1535 and 1542[image: External link], many Welsh-speaking communities found themselves on the English side of the border. Welsh was spoken in Archenfield[image: External link] in Herefordshire[image: External link] into the nineteenth century.[213] Welsh was spoken by natives of parts of western Shropshire[image: External link] until the middle of the twentieth century if not later.[214]

State schools[image: External link] teach students a second language[image: External link], usually French[image: External link], German[image: External link] or Spanish[image: External link].[215] Due to immigration[image: External link], it was reported in 2007 that around 800,000 school students spoke a foreign language[image: External link] at home,[193] the most common being Punjabi[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link]. However, following the 2011 census data released by the Office for National Statistics[image: External link], figures now show that Polish is the main language spoken in England after English.[216]
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Main article: Religion in England[image: External link]


Further information: History of Christianity in England[image: External link]


In the 2011 census, 59.4% of the population of England specified their religion as Christian[image: External link], 24.7% answered that they had no religion, 5% specified that they were Muslim[image: External link], while 3.7% of the population belongs to other religions and 7.2% did not give an answer.[217] Christianity is the most widely practised religion in England, as it has been since the Early Middle Ages, although it was first introduced much earlier in Gaelic and Roman times. This Celtic Church[image: External link] was gradually joined to the Catholic[image: External link] hierarchy following the 6th-century Gregorian mission[image: External link] to Kent[image: External link] led by St Augustine[image: External link]. The established church[image: External link] of England is the Church of England[image: External link],[218] which left communion with Rome[image: External link] in the 1530s when Henry VIII[image: External link] was unable to annul his divorce to the aunt[image: External link] of the king of Spain[image: External link]. The church regards itself as both Catholic and Protestant[image: External link].[219]

There are High Church[image: External link] and Low Church[image: External link] traditions, and some Anglicans regard themselves as Anglo-Catholics[image: External link], following the Tractarian movement[image: External link]. The monarch of the United Kingdom is the Supreme Governor[image: External link] of the church, which has around 26 million baptised members (of whom the vast majority are not regular churchgoers). It forms part of the Anglican Communion[image: External link] with the Archbishop of Canterbury[image: External link] acting as its symbolic worldwide head.[220] Many cathedrals[image: External link] and parish churches are historic buildings of significant architectural importance, such as Westminster Abbey[image: External link], York Minster[image: External link], Durham Cathedral[image: External link], and Salisbury Cathedral[image: External link].

The 2nd-largest Christian practice is the Latin Rite[image: External link] of the Catholic Church. Since its reintroduction after the Catholic Emancipation[image: External link], the Church has organised ecclesiastically on an England and Wales[image: External link] basis where there are 4.5 million members (most of whom are English).[221] There has been one Pope from England to date, Adrian IV[image: External link]; while saints Bede[image: External link] and Anselm[image: External link] are regarded as Doctors of the Church[image: External link].

A form of Protestantism[image: External link] known as Methodism[image: External link] is the third largest Christian practice and grew out of Anglicanism through John Wesley[image: External link].[222] It gained popularity in the mill towns[image: External link] of Lancashire[image: External link] and Yorkshire[image: External link], and amongst tin miners in Cornwall[image: External link].[223] There are other non-conformist[image: External link] minorities, such as Baptists[image: External link], Quakers[image: External link], Congregationalists[image: External link], Unitarians[image: External link] and The Salvation Army[image: External link].[224]

The patron saint of England is Saint George[image: External link]; his symbolic cross is included in the flag of England, as well as in the Union Flag as part of a combination.[225] There are many other English and associated saints; some of the best-known are: Cuthbert[image: External link], Edmund[image: External link], Alban[image: External link], Wilfrid[image: External link], Aidan[image: External link], Edward the Confessor[image: External link], John Fisher[image: External link], Thomas More[image: External link], Petroc[image: External link], Piran[image: External link], Margaret Clitherow[image: External link] and Thomas Becket[image: External link]. There are non-Christian religions practised. Jews have a history of a small minority on the island since 1070.[226] They were expelled from England in 1290 following the Edict of Expulsion[image: External link], only to be allowed back in 1656.[226]

Especially since the 1950s, religions from the former British colonies[image: External link] have grown in numbers, due to immigration. Islam is the most common of these, now accounting for around 5% of the population in England.[227] Hinduism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link] and Buddhism[image: External link] are next in number, adding up to 2.8% combined,[227] introduced from India and South East Asia[image: External link].[227]

A small minority of the population practise ancient Pagan religions[image: External link]. Neopaganism in the United Kingdom[image: External link] is primarily represented by Wicca[image: External link] and Witchcraft religions[image: External link], Druidry[image: External link], and Heathenry[image: External link]. According to the 2011 UK Census[image: External link], there are roughly 53,172 people who identify as Pagan in England,[nb 5] and 3,448 in Wales[image: External link],[nb 5] including 11,026 Wiccans[image: External link] in England and 740 in Wales.[nb 6]
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Main article: Education in England[image: External link]


See also: List of universities in England[image: External link]


The Department for Education[image: External link] is the government department responsible for issues affecting people in England up to the age of 19, including education.[229] State-run and state-funded schools are attended by approximately 93% of English schoolchildren.[230] Of these, a minority are faith schools[image: External link] (primarily Church of England[image: External link] or Roman Catholic[image: External link] schools). Children who are between the ages of 3 and 5 attend nursery[image: External link] or an Early Years Foundation Stage[image: External link] reception unit within a primary school. Children between the ages of 5 and 11 attend primary school, and secondary school is attended by those aged between 11 and 16. After finishing compulsory education, students take GCSE[image: External link] examinations. Students may then opt to continue into further education[image: External link] for two years. Further education colleges[image: External link] (particularly sixth form colleges[image: External link]) often form part of a secondary school site. A-level[image: External link] examinations are sat by a large number of further education students, and often form the basis of an application to university[image: External link].

Although most English secondary schools are comprehensive[image: External link], in some areas there are selective intake grammar schools[image: External link], to which entrance is subject to passing the eleven-plus[image: External link] exam. Around 7.2% of English schoolchildren attend private schools[image: External link], which are funded by private sources.[231] Standards in state schools are monitored by the Office for Standards in Education[image: External link], and in private schools by the Independent Schools Inspectorate[image: External link].[232]

Higher education students normally attend university from age 18 onwards, where they study for an academic degree[image: External link]. There are over 90 universities in England, all but one of which are public institutions[image: External link]. The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills[image: External link] is the government department responsible for higher education in England.[233] Students are generally entitled to student loans[image: External link] to cover the cost of tuition fees[image: External link] and living costs.[nb 7] The first degree offered to undergraduates is the Bachelor's degree[image: External link], which usually takes three years to complete. Students are then able to work towards a postgraduate degree, which usually takes one year, or towards a doctorate[image: External link], which takes three or more years.

England's universities[image: External link] include some of the highest-ranked universities in the world; University of Cambridge[image: External link], Imperial College London[image: External link], University of Oxford[image: External link], University College London[image: External link] and King's College London[image: External link] are all ranked in the global top 30 in the 2018 QS World University Rankings[image: External link].[234] The London School of Economics[image: External link] has been described as the world's leading social science institution for both teaching and research.[235] The London Business School[image: External link] is considered one of the world's leading business schools and in 2010 its MBA programme was ranked best in the world by the Financial Times[image: External link].[236] Academic degrees[image: External link] in England are usually split into classes: first class (1st), upper second class (2:1), lower second class (2:2), third (3rd), and unclassified.

The King's School, Canterbury[image: External link] and King's School, Rochester[image: External link] are the oldest schools in the English-speaking world.[237] Many of England's most well-known schools, such as Winchester College[image: External link], Eton[image: External link], St Paul's School[image: External link], Harrow School[image: External link] and Rugby School[image: External link] are fee-paying institutions.[238]
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Main article: Culture of England[image: External link]


Further information: English Renaissance[image: External link]
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Many ancient standing stone[image: External link] monuments were erected during the prehistoric period, amongst the best-known are Stonehenge[image: External link], Devil's Arrows[image: External link], Rudston Monolith[image: External link] and Castlerigg[image: External link].[239] With the introduction of Ancient Roman architecture[image: External link] there was a development of basilicas[image: External link], baths[image: External link], amphitheaters[image: External link], triumphal arches[image: External link], villas[image: External link], Roman temples[image: External link], Roman roads[image: External link], Roman forts[image: External link], stockades[image: External link] and aqueducts[image: External link].[240] It was the Romans who founded the first cities and towns such as London, Bath, York, Chester and St Albans. Perhaps the best-known example is Hadrian's Wall[image: External link] stretching right across northern England.[240] Another well-preserved example is the Roman Baths[image: External link] at Bath, Somerset[image: External link].[240]

Early Medieval architecture's[image: External link] secular buildings were simple constructions mainly using timber with thatch[image: External link] for roofing. Ecclesiastical architecture ranged from a synthesis of Hiberno[image: External link]— Saxon[image: External link] monasticism[image: External link],[241][242] to Early Christian[image: External link] basilica[image: External link] and architecture characterised by pilaster-strips, blank arcading, baluster shafts and triangular headed openings. After the Norman conquest in 1066 various Castles in England[image: External link] were created so law lords could uphold their authority and in the north to protect from invasion. Some of the best-known medieval castles are the Tower of London[image: External link], Warwick Castle[image: External link], Durham Castle[image: External link] and Windsor Castle[image: External link].[243]

Throughout the Plantagenet era an English Gothic architecture[image: External link] flourished—the medieval cathedrals[image: External link] such as Canterbury Cathedral[image: External link], Westminster Abbey[image: External link] and York Minster[image: External link] are prime examples.[243] Expanding on the Norman base[image: External link] there was also castles[image: External link], palaces[image: External link], great houses[image: External link], universities and parish churches[image: External link]. Medieval architecture was completed with the 16th-century Tudor style[image: External link]; the four-centred arch, now known as the Tudor arch[image: External link], was a defining feature as were wattle and daub[image: External link] houses domestically. In the aftermath of the Renaissance[image: External link] a form of architecture echoing classical antiquity, synthesised with Christianity appeared—the English Baroque[image: External link] style, architect Christopher Wren[image: External link] was particularly championed.[244]

Georgian architecture[image: External link] followed in a more refined style, evoking a simple Palladian form; the Royal Crescent[image: External link] at Bath is one of the best examples of this. With the emergence of romanticism[image: External link] during Victorian period, a Gothic Revival[image: External link] was launched—in addition to this around the same time the Industrial Revolution paved the way for buildings such as The Crystal Palace[image: External link]. Since the 1930s various modernist[image: External link] forms have appeared whose reception is often controversial, though traditionalist resistance movements continue with support in influential places.[nb 8]
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Main article: English folklore[image: External link]


English folklore developed over many centuries. Some of the characters and stories are present across England, but most belong to specific regions. Common folkloric beings include pixies[image: External link], giants[image: External link], elves[image: External link], bogeymen[image: External link], trolls[image: External link], goblins[image: External link] and dwarves[image: External link]. While many legends and folk-customs are thought to be ancient, for instance the tales featuring Offa of Angel[image: External link] and Wayland the Smith[image: External link],[246] others date from after the Norman invasion; Robin Hood[image: External link] and his Merry Men[image: External link] of Sherwood[image: External link] and their battles with the Sheriff of Nottingham[image: External link] being, perhaps, the best known.[247]

During the High Middle Ages[image: External link] tales originating from Brythonic traditions entered English folklore—the Arthurian myth[image: External link].[248][249][250] These were derived from Anglo-Norman[image: External link], Welsh and French sources,[249] featuring King Arthur, Camelot[image: External link], Excalibur[image: External link], Merlin[image: External link] and the Knights of the Round Table[image: External link] such as Lancelot[image: External link]. These stories are most centrally brought together within Geoffrey of Monmouth[image: External link]'s Historia Regum Britanniae[image: External link] (History of the Kings of Britain).[nb 9] Another early figure from British tradition[image: External link], King Cole[image: External link], may have been based on a real figure from Sub-Roman Britain. Many of the tales and pseudo-histories[image: External link] make up part of the wider Matter of Britain[image: External link], a collection of shared British folklore.

Some folk figures are based on semi or actual historical people whose story has been passed down centuries; Lady Godiva[image: External link] for instance was said to have ridden naked on horseback through Coventry[image: External link], Hereward the Wake[image: External link] was a heroic English figure resisting the Norman invasion, Herne the Hunter[image: External link] is an equestrian[image: External link] ghost associated with Windsor[image: External link] Forest and Great Park[image: External link] and Mother Shipton[image: External link] is the archetypal witch.[252] On 5 November people make bonfires, set off fireworks[image: External link] and eat toffee apples[image: External link] in commemoration[image: External link] of the foiling of the Gunpowder Plot[image: External link] centred on Guy Fawkes[image: External link]. The chivalrous bandit, such as Dick Turpin[image: External link], is a recurring character, while Blackbeard[image: External link] is the archetypal pirate. There are various national and regional folk activities, participated in to this day, such as Morris dancing[image: External link], Maypole dancing[image: External link], Rapper sword[image: External link] in the North East, Long Sword dance[image: External link] in Yorkshire, Mummers Plays[image: External link], bottle-kicking[image: External link] in Leicestershire, and cheese-rolling[image: External link] at Cooper's Hill[image: External link].[253] There is no official national costume, but a few are well established such as the Pearly Kings and Queens[image: External link] associated with cockneys, the Royal Guard[image: External link], the Morris costume[image: External link] and Beefeaters[image: External link].[254]
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Main article: English cuisine[image: External link]


Since the early modern period[image: External link] the food of England has historically been characterised by its simplicity of approach and a reliance on the high quality of natural produce.[255] During the Middle Ages[image: External link] and through the Renaissance period, English cuisine enjoyed an excellent reputation, though a decline began during the Industrial Revolution[image: External link] with the move away from the land and increasing urbanisation of the populace. The cuisine of England has, however, recently undergone a revival, which has been recognised by the food critics with some good ratings in Restaurant[image: External link]'s best restaurant in the world[image: External link] charts.[256] An early book of English recipes is the Forme of Cury[image: External link] from the royal court of Richard II[image: External link].[257]

Traditional examples of English food include the Sunday roast[image: External link], featuring a roasted joint[image: External link] (usually beef, lamb[image: External link], chicken or pork) served with assorted vegetables, Yorkshire pudding[image: External link], and gravy[image: External link].[258] Other prominent meals include fish and chips[image: External link] and the full English breakfast[image: External link] (generally consisting of bacon[image: External link], sausages[image: External link], grilled tomatoes, fried bread, black pudding[image: External link], baked beans[image: External link], mushrooms[image: External link], and eggs).[259] Various meat pies[image: External link] are consumed such as steak and kidney pie[image: External link], steak and ale pie[image: External link], cottage pie[image: External link], pork pie[image: External link] (the latter usually eaten cold)[258] and the Cornish Pasty[image: External link].

Sausages are commonly eaten, either as bangers and mash[image: External link] or toad in the hole[image: External link]. Lancashire hotpot[image: External link] is a well known stew in the northwest. Some of the more popular cheeses are Cheddar[image: External link], Red Leicester[image: External link] and Wensleydale[image: External link] together with Blue Stilton[image: External link]. Many Anglo-Indian[image: External link] hybrid dishes, curries[image: External link], have been created such as chicken tikka masala[image: External link] and balti[image: External link]. Traditional English dessert dishes include apple pie[image: External link] or other fruit pies; spotted dick[image: External link] – all generally served with custard[image: External link]; and, more recently, sticky toffee pudding[image: External link]. Sweet pastries include scones[image: External link] (either plain or containing dried fruit) served with jam and/or cream, dried fruit loaves, Eccles cakes[image: External link] and mince pies[image: External link] as well as a wide range of sweet or spiced biscuits[image: External link]. Common drinks include tea, whose popularity was increased by Catherine of Braganza[image: External link],[260] whilst frequently consumed alcoholic drinks include wines, ciders[image: External link] and English beers[image: External link], such as bitter[image: External link], mild[image: External link], stout[image: External link], and brown ale[image: External link].[261]
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Main article: English art[image: External link]


See also: Arts Council England[image: External link]


The earliest known examples are the prehistoric rock and cave art[image: External link] pieces, most prominent in North Yorkshire[image: External link], Northumberland and Cumbria[image: External link], but also feature further south, for example at Creswell Crags[image: External link].[262] With the arrival of Roman culture[image: External link] in the 1st century, various forms of art utilising statues, busts, glasswork and mosaics were the norm. There are numerous surviving artefacts, such as those at Lullingstone[image: External link] and Aldborough[image: External link].[263] During the Early Middle Ages the style favoured sculpted crosses and ivories, manuscript painting, gold and enamel jewellery, demonstrating a love of intricate, interwoven designs such as in the Staffordshire Hoard[image: External link] discovered in 2009. Some of these blended Gaelic and Anglian[image: External link] styles, such as the Lindisfarne Gospels[image: External link] and Vespasian Psalter[image: External link].[264] Later Gothic art[image: External link] was popular at Winchester and Canterbury, examples survive such as Benedictional of St. Æthelwold[image: External link] and Luttrell Psalter[image: External link].[265]

The Tudor era saw prominent artists[image: External link] as part of their court, portrait painting which would remain an enduring part of English art, was boosted by German Hans Holbein[image: External link], natives such as Nicholas Hilliard[image: External link] built on this.[265] Under the Stuarts, Continental artists were influential especially the Flemish, examples from the period include—Anthony van Dyck[image: External link], Peter Lely[image: External link], Godfrey Kneller[image: External link] and William Dobson[image: External link].[265] The 18th century was a time of significance with the founding of the Royal Academy[image: External link], a classicism[image: External link] based on the High Renaissance[image: External link] prevailed—Thomas Gainsborough[image: External link] and Joshua Reynolds[image: External link] became two of England's most treasured artists.[265]

The Norwich School[image: External link] continued the landscape tradition, while the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood[image: External link] with their vivid and detailed style revived the Early Renaissance[image: External link] style—Holman Hunt[image: External link], Dante Gabriel Rossetti[image: External link] and John Everett Millais[image: External link] were leaders.[265] Prominent amongst 20th-century artists was Henry Moore[image: External link], regarded as the voice of British sculpture, and of British modernism in general.[266] Contemporary painters include Lucian Freud[image: External link], whose work Benefits Supervisor Sleeping[image: External link] in 2008 set a world record for sale value of a painting by a living artist.[267]
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Main article: English literature[image: External link]


Early authors such as Bede[image: External link] and Alcuin[image: External link] wrote in Latin.[268] The period of Old English literature[image: External link] provided the epic poem Beowulf[image: External link] and the secular prose of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle[image: External link],[269] along with Christian writings such as Judith[image: External link], Cædmon[image: External link]'s Hymn[image: External link] and hagiographies[image: External link].[268] Following the Norman conquest Latin[image: External link] continued amongst the educated classes, as well as an Anglo-Norman literature[image: External link].

Middle English literature[image: External link] emerged with Geoffrey Chaucer[image: External link], author of The Canterbury Tales[image: External link], along with Gower[image: External link], the Pearl Poet[image: External link] and Langland[image: External link]. William of Ockham[image: External link] and Roger Bacon[image: External link], who were Franciscans[image: External link], were major philosophers of the Middle Ages. Julian of Norwich[image: External link], who wrote Revelations of Divine Love[image: External link], was a prominent Christian mystic. With the English Renaissance[image: External link] literature in the Early Modern English[image: External link]
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