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Buy now and read (Advertising)

The "Constitution of the Irish Free State (consolidated text)" serves as a crucial document in understanding the foundational legal framework of modern Ireland. Written in a clear, formal style typical of constitutional literature, it embodies the ideals of a nascent republic, reflecting the historical context of post-colonial aspirations and national identity. The constitution is meticulously structured, outlining the powers of government, the rights of the citizens, and the principles of the rule of law that guide the nation. Its consolidation reflects the evolving nature of Irish governance and law as it adapted to the challenges of the 20th century. The Oireachtas, as Ireland's national legislature, played a pivotal role in developing and enacting this constitution. Their work is informed by a rich tradition of legal scholarship and political philosophy, influenced by Ireland's tumultuous journey toward independence from British rule. This document not only serves as a legal cornerstone but also symbolizes the aspirations and struggles of the Irish people at a significant turning point in their history. For those interested in the intricate dynamics of governance, law, and national identity, this constitution offers invaluable insights into the foundations of modern Ireland. It is recommended for scholars, legal practitioners, and anyone engaged in the study of constitutional law, as it lays bare the principles that continue to shape Irish society today.
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The "New Jersey Constitution of 1947" serves as a critical document in the evolution of state governance, reflecting the transformation of societal values and political priorities post-World War II. Written in a clear and accessible style, this constitution emphasizes civil liberties, governmental structure, and the rights of citizens, showcasing the significant shift towards a more democratic and accountable framework. Its modernistic approach marked a departure from its 1844 predecessor, integrating progressive ideals such as expanded suffrage and education reform within a legal context that has profoundly influenced New Jersey's jurisprudence and governance. The Government of New Jersey, as the author, encompasses the republic's collective aspirations and pragmatic challenges during a time of great change. The adoption of this constitution was spurred by the pressing need for reform—reflective of the rising demand for social justice and equitable governance among its increasingly diverse constituency. Through the meticulous drafting process, state leaders aimed to encapsulate the ethos of a modern democracy, fostering an environment that would enhance citizen engagement and government accountability. For scholars, policymakers, and engaged citizens alike, the "New Jersey Constitution of 1947" stands as an essential read. Its relevance extends beyond historical interest, offering invaluable insights into the foundational principles that continue to influence contemporary governance and civic responsibility in New Jersey. This book is not only a testament to the state's enduring spirit but also a compelling guide for understanding the principles that underpin effective democracy today.
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The "Constitution of the State of Michigan" serves as a foundational legal document that outlines the structure, principles, and framework of governance for the state. Written in a clear and accessible style, the Constitution integrates a comprehensive analysis of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches, alongside an exploration of individual rights and responsibilities. Emerging from a historical context of expanding democracy in the early 20th century, this text reflects the evolving values of Michigan's populace while ensuring adherence to the principles of federalism, separation of powers, and checks and balances pivotal to American governance. As the embodiment of Michigan's governance, the Constitution is indicative of the state's legislative evolution, which was likely influenced by the authors' backgrounds in law and public policy. The framers aimed to create a document that not only fulfilled legal requirements but also resonated with the lived experiences of Michiganders, ensuring that government remains a tool for the public good. The collaborative effort of diverse stakeholders in drafting this constitution also highlights the state's commitment to inclusivity and representation. This text is essential for anyone interested in political science, law, and Michigan's history. Scholars, students, and citizens alike will find value in its authoritative treatment of civic principles, making it a vital resource for understanding the legal and cultural landscape of Michigan.
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The *Constitution of the State of Florida* serves as a foundational legal document that outlines the framework of governance, civil rights, and responsibilities within the state. Structured in a clear and accessible style, this constitution reflects a deep commitment to democratic principles and the protection of individual liberties, echoing the historical evolution of state governance and its interaction with broader federal laws. The document is not only a testament to Florida's legal heritage but also provides insight into the socio-political currents that have shaped the state's legal landscape over time. The State of Florida stands as a collective embodiment of legal experts and state leaders who contributed to the composition of this constitution. It is the result of a collaborative effort steeped in the historical context of 19th-century American legal thought, as well as forward-thinking amendments that respond to contemporary issues. The interplay of cultural diversity and demographic shifts within Florida has also informed the ongoing revisions that reflect the values and aspirations of its citizens. For those seeking to understand the legal structure that governs Florida, this constitution is indispensable. It not only serves scholars and practitioners in the field of law but also empowers citizens to grasp their rights and responsibilities. A thorough reading of this document equips individuals with the necessary knowledge to engage meaningfully in civic discourse, making it essential for both legal practitioners and the informed public.
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77
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The "Constitution of the State of Wyoming" serves as a cornerstone document that outlines the foundational legal framework governing Wyoming, encapsulating the principles and rights fundamental to its citizens. Written in a clear and precise literary style, the Constitution reflects the pragmatic and democratic ethos of late 19th-century American governance, incorporating essential elements such as the separation of powers, individual rights, and provisions for local governance. It is noteworthy for its progressive inclusion of women's suffrage, a testament to Wyoming's role as a pioneer in expanding civil rights, which makes it not only a legal document but also a historical artifact of significant societal change. The Government of the State of Wyoming, reflecting on the historical backdrop of statehood in 1890, navigated the political and social complexities of its time to produce this Constitution. The decision to prioritize civil liberties and democratic access reveals an understanding of the transformative power of the law and governance, drawing from various influences ranging from Enlightenment philosophies to the practicalities of frontier life. For scholars, students, or citizens interested in the intricate interplay of law and society, the "Constitution of the State of Wyoming" is indispensable. It offers not only a comprehensive guide to the rights and responsibilities within the state but also provides crucial insights into the socio-political climate that shaped its creation. Engaging with this text enriches one's understanding of both historical and contemporary governance.
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THE CONSTITUTION
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[Preamble[1].] WE THE PEOPLE of the State of New York, grateful to Almighty God for our Freedom, in order to secure its blessings, DO ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION.


ARTICLE I BILL OF RIGHTS
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[Rights, privileges and franchise secured; power of legislature to dispense with primary elections in certain cases]
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Section 1. No member of this state shall be disfranchised, or deprived of any of the rights or privileges secured to any citizen thereof, unless by the law of the land, or the judgment of his or her peers, except that the legislature may provide that there shall be no primary election held to nominate candidates for public office or to elect persons to party positions for any political party or parties in any unit of representation of the state from which such candidates or persons are nominated or elected whenever there is no contest or contests for such nominations or election as may be prescribed by general law[2][3]

[Trial by jury; how waived]
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§2. Trial by jury in all cases in which it has heretofore been guaranteed by constitutional provision shall remain inviolate forever; but a jury trial may be waived by the parties in all civil cases in the manner to be prescribed by law. The legislature may provide, however, by law, that a verdict may be rendered by not less than five-sixths of the jury in any civil case. A jury trial may be waived by the defendant in all criminal cases, except those in which the crime charged may be punishable by death, by a written instrument signed by the defendant in person in open court before and with the approval of a judge or justice of a court having jurisdiction to try the offense. The legislature may enact laws, not inconsistent herewith, governing the form, content, manner and time of presentation of the instrument effectuating such waiver[4].


[Freedom of worship; religious liberty]
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§3. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination or preference, shall forever be allowed in this state to all humankind; and no person shall be rendered incompetent to be a witness on account of his or her opinions on matters of religious belief; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of this state[5].


[Habeas corpus]
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§4. The privilege of a writ or order of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless, in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety requires it[6].


[Bail; fines; punishments; detention of witnesses]
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§5. Excessive bail shall not be required nor excessive fines imposed, nor shall cruel and unusual punishments be inflicted, nor shall witnesses be unreasonably detained.


[Grand jury; protection of certain enumerated rights; duty of public officers to sign waiver of immunity and give testimony; penalty for refusal]
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§6. No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime (except in cases of impeachment, and in cases of militia when in actual service, and the land, air and naval forces in time of war, or which this state may keep with the consent of congress in time of peace, and in cases of petit larceny under the regulation of the legislature), unless on indictment of a grand jury, except that a person held for the action of a grand jury upon a charge for such an offense, other than one punishable by death or life imprisonment, with the consent of the district attorney, may waive indictment by a grand jury and consent to be prosecuted on an information filed by the district attorney; such waiver shall be evidenced by written instrument signed by the defendant in open court in the presence of his or her counsel. In any trial in any court whatever the party accused shall be allowed to appear and defend in person and with counsel as in civil actions and shall be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation and be confronted with the witnesses against him or her. No person shall be subject to be twice put in jeopardy for the same offense; nor shall he or she be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself or herself, providing, that any public officer who, upon being called before a grand jury to testify concerning the conduct of his or her present office or of any public office held by him or her within five years prior to such grand jury call to testify, or the performance of his or her official duties in any such present or prior offices, refuses to sign a waiver of immunity against subsequent criminal prosecution, or to answer any relevant question concerning such matters before such grand jury, shall by virtue of such refusal, be disqualified from holding any other public office or public employment for a period of five years from the date of such refusal to sign a waiver of immunity against subsequent prosecution, or to answer any relevant question concerning such matters before such grand jury, and shall be removed from his or her present office by the appropriate authority or shall forfeit his or her present office at the suit of the attorney-general. The power of grand juries to inquire into the wilful misconduct in office of public officers, and to find indictments or to direct the filing of informations in connection with such inquiries, shall never be suspended or impaired by law. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law[7].


[Compensation for taking private property; private roads; drainage of agricultural lands]
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§7.	(a) Private property shall not be taken for public use without just compensation.



	

	(b[8])




	

	(c)	Private roads may be opened in the manner to be prescribed by law; but in every case the necessity of the road and the amount of all damage to be sustained by the opening thereof shall be first determined by a jury of freeholders, and such amount, together with the expenses of the proceedings, shall be paid by the person to be benefitted.




	

	(d)	The use of property for the drainage of swamp or agricultural lands is declared to be a public use, and general laws may be passed permitting the owners or occupants of swamp or agricultural lands to construct and maintain for the drainage thereof, necessary drains, ditches and dykes upon the lands of others, under proper restrictions, on making just compensation, and such compensation together with the cost of such drainage may be assessed, wholly or partly, against any property benefitted thereby; but no special laws shall be enacted for such purposes[9].




	

	(e[10])



[Freedom of speech and press; criminal prosecutions for libel]
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§8.	Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his or her sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right; and no law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. In all criminal prosecutions or indictments for libels, the truth may be given in evidence to the jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous is true, and was published with good motives and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted; and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the fact[11].


[Right to assemble and petition; divorce; lotteries; pool-selling and gambling; laws to prevent; pari-mutual betting on horse races permitted; games of chance, bingo or lotto authorized under certain restrictions]
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§9.	1. No law shall be passed abridging the rights of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the government, or any depart¬ment thereof; nor shall any divorce be granted otherwise than by due judicial proceedings; except as hereinafter provided, no lottery or the sale of lottery tickets, pool-selling, book-making, or any other kind of gambling, except lotteries operated by the state and the sale of lottery tickets in connection therewith as may be authorized and prescribed by the legislature, the net proceeds of which shall be applied exclusively to or in aid or support of education in this state as the legislature may prescribe, and except pari-mutual betting on horse races as may be prescribed by the legislature and from which the state shall derive a reasonable revenue for the support of government, shall hereafter be authorized or allowed within this state; and the legislature shall pass appropriate laws to prevent offenses against any of the provisions of this section.


2. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, any city, town or village within the state may by an approving vote of the majority of the qualified electors in such municipality voting on a proposition therefor submitted at a general or special election authorize, subject to state legislative supervision and control, the conduct of one or both of the following categories of games of chance commonly known as: 



	

	(a) bingo or lotto, in which prizes are awarded on the basis of designated numbers or symbols on a card conforming to numbers or symbols selected at random;




	

	(b) games in which prizes are awarded on the basis of a winning number or numbers, color or colors, or symbol or symbols determined by chance from among those previously selected or played, whether determined as the result of the spinning of a wheel, a drawing or otherwise by chance. If authorized, such games shall be subject to the following restrictions, among others which may be prescribed by the legislature:




	

	
	

	(1) only bona fide religious, charitable or non-profit organizations of veterans, volunteer firefighter and similar non-profit organizations shall be permitted to conduct such games;







	

	
	

	(2) the entire net proceeds of any game shall be exclusively devoted to the lawful purposes of such organizations;
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