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editor’s

letter

Thanks for a Great Year! 

I’ve mentioned before how working at 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated

is like Christmas every day. New projects arrive 

from contributors for upcoming articles and unpacking 

them is a bit like ripping open the wrapping paper on a 

gift. Even if I know what’s inside, pictures never quite do 

the project justice. 

For several years, readers have taken it upon themselves 

to make Christmas at the 

Woodcarving Illustrated

headquarters a little more cheerful. Members of the 

message board (www.woodcarvingillustrated.com/forum) 

participate in an annual ornament exchange. Some folks have been 

generous enough to send handcarved ornaments to the 

WCI

office. 

Our Christmas tree is adorned with beautiful ornaments crafted 

by our readers. As I was opening a package that arrived the week 

before Christmas, I couldn’t help but think how lucky we are. How 

many magazines can say they receive handmade Christmas gifts 

from their readers? 

As we publish this issue, marking the fifteenth year of bringing 

you projects from the best woodcarvers in the community, I just 

wanted to take a quick moment to thank you, the readers. Without 

your passion and involvement, we’d never have made it this far. 

I look forward to spending the next fifteen years with you!

Shannon Flowers

Shannon@FoxChapelPublishing.com

Each 

year, 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated’s

office 

Christmas tree 

is decorated 

with handmade 

ornaments sent 

in by readers.
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news and

notes

Introducing 

a Boy Scout 

to Carving

Boy Scout Troop 127 of East Berlin, 

Pa., teamed up with the Conewago 

Carvers to host an art show at the 

club’s Woodcarving and Wildlife 

Art Show in October 2010. Every 

year, the Scouts camp out overnight 

at the show’s venue, the East Berlin 

Area Community Center, to provide 

security for the vendors and exhibitors.

During the show, 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated 

and Fox Chapel Publishing 

sponsored a Spit-and-Whittle at their 

booth where carvers could sit, carve, 

and learn a few new techniques. Ian 

Worley, one of the Scouts, spent the 

majority of the two-day show at the 

WCI

booth picking up some new 

carving techniques. Ian left the show 

with his own carving knife, several 

finished projects, and an extreme-

carved pumpkin.

Jim Hiser, a member of the 

Conewago Carvers, was one of the 

many guest carvers who spent some 

time with Ian.

“I had such a great time carving a 

face with Ian,” Jim said. “He’s such a 

nice kid.”

Nikki Otto shows Boy Scout Ian Worley how 

to carve a golf ball at the Conewago Carvers 

Woodcarving and Wildlife Art Show.

Carving a Whirligig

The Mystic (Conn.) Carving Club works hard to introduce new 

people to carving. At each of their regular monthly meetings, the 

club sponsors a novice carving project. 

“It’s meant to be a straightforward project in which new carvers 

can get involved,” said member Warren J. Blessing, Jr. “But even 

experienced carvers like to participate.”

In October 2010, the project was a whirligig based on the article 

“Create a Nostalgic Whirligig” by Vernon DePauw, which appeared 

in 

Woodcarving Illustrated

Summer 2009 (Issue 47). Twenty-seven 

people took part in the class. 

To assist the novice carvers, members of the club carved three 

finished samples of the whirligigs to use as references while carving 

the project. The club also cut out whirligig blanks for the students. 

Ray Johnson, a regular teacher for the novice carving projects, 

brought his granddaughter Kayci to the class. After the class, Kayci 

got to take one of the completed whirligigs home.

The Mystic Carving Club usually meets at 11 a.m. on the last 

Sunday of each month at the Quiambaug Firehouse on 

Old Stonington Road in Mystic, 

Conn. For more information, 

visit the club’s website at 


www.mysticcarvers.com.

Ray Johnson and his granddaughter 

Kayci work on a carved whirligig.
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Quick Tool Honing

From Faye Burden, Madisonville, Ky.

Before I started carving, I used a June Tailor self-

healing mat when cutting quilt squares with a rotary 

cutter. After cutting for a long time, I realized that my 

cutting blade was staying sharp; apparently the self-

healing mat was abrasive enough to sharpen the blade. 

I tried it with my carving 

tools and it worked well. 

I didn’t need to apply 

any honing compound, 

water, or oil to the mat. 

Just make a few cuts into 

the mat with your tool 

to quickly touch up the 

edge. I keep a 5" by 5" 

mini mat in my tool bag 

so I can use it anywhere.

Inexpensive 

Paintbrush Holder

From Mark Bevington 

Canton, Mich.

Fill a plastic cup with 

uncooked rice or 

dried beans. Stick the 

paintbrush handle down 

into the rice or beans. 

The rice absorbs any 

excess moisture that 

drips down the handle 

and keeps the brushes 

separated, protecting the 

bristles from damage.

tips and

techniques

Durable Wooden 

Honing Tools

From Ed Livingston, Pinellas Park, Fla. 

Wooden honing tools, whether they are 

commercial products or shopmade hones 

matched to the exact profile of your tools, 

can quickly hone the inside and outside of 

gouges and V-tools. Over time, the wood can 

weaken and deform depending on the amount 

of pressure you apply while honing. To prevent this, 

I cover my wooden honing tools with a piece of thin 

leather, suede, or pigskin.

I attach the leather to the wood using contact 

cement. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions to apply 

the contact cement. Use a dull pointed tool to force 

the leather down against all of the wooden surfaces to 

maintain the shape and contours. Allow the contact 

cement to dry for twenty-four hours and apply your 

honing compound to the leather.

TOP TIP 

in our Summer Issue 

wins a $50 gift certificate 

for band saw cut-outs from 

Christian J. Hummul, 

www.hummul.com

.

Send your tip to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, Pa., 17520,

or e-mail 

Duncan@FoxChapelPublishing.com

.

Attach a thin piece of leather 

to your wooden honing tool to 

increase the tool’s durability.

Use a self-healing mat 

to keep your tools sharp.

Use a cup full of uncooked rice to hold your 

paintbrushes when they are not in use.

TOP

TIP

✔
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reader

gallery

Weather Phoenix

Anthony Morin

of Levis, 

Que., Canada, created this 

phoenix from a piece of pine 

left over after he had his 

steps replaced. Anthony has 

been sculpting since 2005, 

when he was inspired by 

Woodcarving Illustrated

to 

start carving. The 32"-tall 

carving includes a clock, 

thermometer, hydrometer, 

and barometer. 

▲

Gnome Carving

Hans Peskowits

of Sleepy 

Hollow, Ill., created this gnome, 

named 

Gillian

, from a piece of 

Colorado blue spruce. Hans cut 

the spruce tree down because 

it grew too close to his house. 

Hans roughed out the gnome, 

which stands between 5' and 

6' tall, with a chainsaw, and 

removed the excess bulk with 

a rotary-power carver 

before completing the 

project with hand tools. 

▲

Gouge Cabinet

Judy Magnuson

of Eagle River, Wis., completed this 

handcrafted cabinet, which earned first place and best 

of show at Judy’s local fair. Before passing away, Judy’s 

friend and mentor John Cockrell started the cabinet and 

gave it to Judy to finish. Judy finished the cabinet, added 

the woodburned bear, and adapted it to hold her gouges. 

The cabinet is a tribute to John, who introduced Judy to 

the world of woodcarving.

▲
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Historic image makes a 

stunning relief design 

By Lora S. Irish

Civil War Caps

relief

column

This design is perfect for folks who collect 

Civil War memorabilia. Use the relief carving 

to embellish a box lid or a custom frame for 

vintage photos and documents. Carve the 

design in a plaque and add pegs or a shelf to 

display collectibles. 

Cut around the edges of the elements and 

then carve the caps and bugle. Round the edges 

of the elements down to the background to give 

the piece a 3-D look. The design can also be 

woodburned or painted.

© 2011 

Woodcarving Illustrated

SPECIAL SOURCES:

For more patterns from Lora S. Irish, visit 

her website at 

www.carvingpatterns.com

. 

It features free patterns and patterns for 

purchase, as well as helpful carving advice. 

The patterns are only available online.
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FOX HUNT

Rod Austin of Acworth, Ga., and John V. 

Rudolph, Jr. of Moss Point, Miss., are the 

winners drawn from the correct entries 

received for 

WCI

Holiday 2010 (Issue 53). The 

fox was on page 56, in the Step 17 photo. 

Find the fox in this issue, and contact 

us with the page number and location. 

Two readers randomly selected from all 

correct replies will receive a $25 Fox Chapel 

Publishing gift certificate. Entries must be 

received by April 12, 2011, to be eligible. 

NOTE: With his feet on the “ground,” the contest 

fox faces left (other foxes in 

WCI

don’t count).

Send your entry to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 

Attn: Find the Fox, 1970 Broad St., 

East Petersburg, PA 17520, or enter 

online under the contests link at 

www.woodcarvingillustrated.com

. 
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Delicate cameos etched in woolly mammoth 

tusk, ornate ash mantels, polished obsidian 

pendants—no job is too big or small for 
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All of our
professional sales
consultants are
carvers and
instructors!
We know carving:

Micro Carving Tools
Our Micro Carving Tools are perfect o miniature and fine
detail work. They are made in USA and tempered to a hard-
ness of RcS6 to hold their edge.

* Double-bevel chisels in 1.5, 2, and 3mm

* Skew chisels in 1.5, 2, and 3mm

* #11Sweep gouges in 1.5, 2, 3, 4, & 5mm
“V-tools 15, 2, & 3mm in 604 Pius 3mim 754
Available indvidually $11.95ea Pus shiing

=]
* 3 R styles for STEH

WoodbtrTiers Chip Carving Beginner Kit|

DETAILER

Detailer Single: $90.45
Includes HO Cord and Pen

come Nt

==, £
Everything in One Package:
“Chip Carver's Workbaok

(considero o ba the beston i market)
“Your choice of Large o Small Chip

Canving Knife..sharp and ready-to-use

*4 Pracice Boards..ready-wilh-pattems

Only $48.50

Have you subscribed o our
Free On-line Newsletter ?

i It pays to be a s

Pen Included

iScotch-Brite
Blistle Discs
These unique
discs from 3M
are superior {o
sandpaper.

Al Prices are in US Dollars. Fora
copy of our Free Catalog_please

Call 1-519-743-9008

Flexcut Carving Tools

Paim Size canving
tools in both
Fixed-handle or

Interchangeable-
hande format.

Interchangeable
Sots offer
Excellent Value

5pc Set $47.95
11pc Set $93.95

[Terchangeable
Handie saves
‘money!

Starter

Flexcut Carving
Knives
Floxcut has 14 dferent krives to
Choose from!
Priced from $16.95 0 541.95

Beginner Woodcarving Kit

QI Great vay to leam:
how to carve!

Finshed pieces are 2 172 i

L d ]
- o

Kit Includes: Sharpened Knife, Practice stick, Basswood
cutouts of an Apple, Boot and Dog, and a 6-page Step-
by-step ful color Instruction Booklet with easy.-to-follow
diections.  Beginner Carving Kit Only $29.95

Order Desk: Toll Free 1-888-682-9801
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Chipping Away s

hiine

1 have tested many power sharpeners in all price ranges over the years. Some machines cost hundreds of dollars, some

were homemade

|

Have you heard all the
buzz on the Intenet?
“This is the sharp
ener everyone is talking
about!Woodcarvers.
across the country are
raving about how easy it
is 1o use and how their
carving tools have never
been so sharp.

Fantastic for all your
paim size tools ~
even those pesky
V-tools. The belts run
safely in a clockwise
direction away from
you. You willlove this
machine!

Excellent for your
standard size chis-
els and gouges! It's
easy to rest the tool
handle on your bench
to assure the correct
bevel is kept when
grinding

Great for knives!
The belts run in front
of a backing plate
which means you get
a true flat surface on
your knives and chis-
els without rounding
the edge over.

We'e proud to report
that we have sold
hundred's to very satis
fied customers,

DID YOU KNOW ... (Jhipping Away offers Carving Clubs and Club
Members a 10% Discount on purchases over $50.00
on most of our 4,000 products ... including our Sharpener!

but there are none that are easier to use or do a better job at sharpening and stropping than ours!" Pop

*Two 3M Trizact
Sharpening Bells
“Alumina Sirconia B

Plus actual shipping.

*also comes with a cast
‘aluminum sanding platfor

H $430.00
26 Value
Plus actual shipping

Foredom
5240 SR
Floxshaft
6hp with
Roverse and
Accessories
$256.95

Razaire 530 Dust

nodiscounts  Collector $339.95

Smallest, quistest and most
powerful portable you can buy!

You will be amazed at the difference it makes when you pol-
ish the inside channels of your carving gouges and V-tools

and this is the perfect machine to do ! Its an electric lip
sirop!

isor Magnifier with Quasar
LED lighting system!

How would like to get a check in the mail?

Our Elszeut:Cash Blek Relets Frogaiy s on

~ ..seeour website for details!

Toll Free 1-888-682-9801
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Your Vision. Our Tools.

GUINEVERE® is changing the way carvers think about wood finishing.
This patented sanding and polishing system creates a velvet smooth

surface not even possible with hand sanding.

No wonder artists and craftsmen all over the

world are falling in love with GUINEVERE.®

An interchangeable system
of small, flexible, inflatable

sanders easily conform to
any surface they contact.

Simply inflate each sander

with the micro pump and fit

with your choice of finishing
sleeve to achieve a flawless,
incredibly smooth, sanded finish.

The resulting natural, polished finish
reveals the hidden beauty within the wood.

MOTOR FEATURES:

«Smooth, Quiet 1/2 HP Motor

“ Guinevere® has made my lile a lot easier | * 110 Vot Fixed Speed 3600RPM
. 5 +2 Standard Chucks 1/16'- 38

when it comes to getting the wood surface «Portable - 6" x 12, 9.5 LB Base

ready for texturing. I've always been one *Custom Made In Sweden
for good equipment, with the Guinevere® ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE

i p i FOR GUINEVERE INCLUDE:
| definitely hit 2 home run! * &Inflabe Rubber Sanders

PatTracy 22" Round Dome:
rewcarving.com 3k 1"Long 1
4 Grades Cloth-Back Sanding
Canada Goose “Mother's Pride” by Pat Tracy Sleeves - Fine to Coarse
+Brush & Cloth Polshing Sleeves
«Micro Hand Pump
+52" High Quality Flex Shaft
« Dust Extractor & Extender
«Onganic, Food-Sale Wax

KiNG ARTHUR'S
TOOLS.

GUINEVERE

TOOIS TO Bring Your VISIOn To Realrty 800-942-1300 » katools.com
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MYSTISA POCKET CONTROLLER | MICROLAB 450 ECONOMY SET | RAMPOWER 45 ECONOMY SET

@ Portability is no longer a luxury

@ Have the ultimate convenience with a
‘small powerful controller offering
speeds of 3,000 - 30,000 rpms

 Battery and A/C powered

@ Operates 5-7 hours on a single charge
and recharges in 5 hours

@ Small handpiece is ultra quiet and
‘comfortable for texturing and detailing

@ Has plenty of power and torque

« Setincludes controller, charger,
handpiece, stand, belt pouch

® Our simplest and most basic model
features 045,000 rpms (35,000 rpm
handpiece also available)

@ Compact controller with safety overload

and thermal protection

® Forward - reverse direction, variable
speed dial control

® Heavy duty sealed ball bearing
handpiece

i-chuck feature to easily accept
r 1/8” burs

@ Optional on-off / variable pedals
® Optional 1/16”, 1/8" collet

@ Our best seller and best friend for
woodcarvers

@ Heavy duty control box with torque
feedback circuitry features 0-45,000
rpms (35,000 rpm handplece also
available)

© Compact controller with safety
overload and thermal protection

® Heavy duty sealed ball bearing
handpiece

® Multi-chuck feature to easily accept
3/32" or 1/8” burs.

© Optional on-off/ variable pedals

@ Includes both 3/32", 1/8" collet

er - Wings in Wood
wingsinwood.c

Instructor at The Guge Institute of Wildife At

www, gugeinstitte.com

* Offering the widest variety of drills for
woodcarvers

« Introducing the multi-chuck feature to
woodcarvers both 3/32" and 1/8” bits
can be used by simply and easily
changing the collet

* Introducing the 45,000 rpm handpiece
which is ideal for woodcarvers »
additional speed for texturing and
increased power and torque

5 Elkins Road, East Brunswick, NJ
ramprodinc@ramproding.com

Josh Guge

n Wood
od.com

nstructor 3 The Guge Institute of Wildife Art
W gugeinstitue.com
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mm’ CELEBRATING OUR 42nd YEAR

ed the World’s First Reciprocatin, Woo,

Compare our cutting
performance with competitors.

Tools for professional use. 38 varieties of high-grade carving blades.

. HAND-CRAFT

HCT-30A & S

1. The blade reciprocates at super high speed
(12000 times per minute) and hard wood can
be carved sharply.

2.There is no problem in continuous use.

3. Upgraded version (HCT-305) with both

reciprocating and rotational movements

(12000 rpm) of standard version HCT-30A

(reciprocating only).

- ' o~ —

g .
7, / l HCT:30A $33000 *Z/ / \\\Q“ HCT-305" $470.00

OVER 36 STORES NATIONWiDE Phone:1 8005354482 M o
e
e
I

wwuw.chippingaway.com
dennis@chippingaway.com

CHIPPING AWAY, INC.

ONTARIO, CANADA Phone: 1-888-682-9801

THE WOODCRAFT SHOP ) www.thewoodcraftshop.com
IOWA Phone: 1-800-397-2278 sales@thewoodcraftshop.com
GREG DORRANCE CO. T www.gregdorrance.com
MASSACHUSETTS EficheiL 082226255 greg@gregdorrance.com

Ultra high-speed reciprocation technology WesTE wwwiautomachicom

TOKYO ARYTOMECH CO ., LTD. Eemai:a@automach.com

2710 HATANODAI SHINAGAWA-KU TOKYO 142-0064 JAPAN FAX-+81-3-5702-0552
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k this way! ygg grip-all Jaws

+ Holds work safely no matter the shape

+ Will not damage your work
=% | Applies equal pressure to all contact points
| + Holds securely enough for power tools

| "Europeans always hold their work separately whether
| it's with a carving screw, a tenon, or in a regular vise.
| The Grip-All Jaws system does all of that with one

work holding ool Lenvie Willams - caning nstructor

"I 110% recommend the Grip-All Jaws... it is ¥ »
an investment that you will use for many,
many years to come." ) a2
Myrna Grigsiy - Gourd artist
President Washington State Gourd Society
“Bottom line...this is an amazing tool."
Michael Keller - White Eagle Studios
See and purchase our whole line
at our web site now.
The Bench Vise System
The Tit-Top Portable Workstation
The Orbital Hokiing System
Visit www.gripalljaws.com

Tilt-Top Portable workstation shown holding a maple blank

“FREE”

The catalog is “FREE”
The phone call is “FREE”

NEW Woodburning

= Special Issue!

Includes 112

pagesof If you carve, is there any
techniques, >
projects, and reason you don’t have a
patterns. copy of
the faces on the sconce shelf. Draw th « »
the shelfand cut along the ines. Clean u Only $9.95! “THE HummuL FLIER

Woodearving Supply Catalog?
FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
WNER OPERATOR

FULLT

800-457-9112 rernsions 175604709
Foredom Kits 20% off
All Flexcut discounted

Pyrographer's Paper

Specialtranslucent
tracing paper, laser
&inkjet printable

Print o trace a picture,
tape it o the wood &
‘woodburn right
through the paper!
Send $1010 PO Box
3575, Estes Park, CO
80517.

R2S085 1 sheels_ FREE Y
Coldog
woodburnerscatalog.com ‘

1.800.514.0358

View our printed catalog and
on-line shopping cart at:
www.hummul.com
P O Box 522
Nescopeck ,PA 18635

CHristianJ.
Hummur Co

1-800-762-0235
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Flexcut Innovation +

Quality = Value

Take It With You

You can carve anywhere — in your workshop or on the
road—with our new Pocket Jack For Carvin’ It's a stream-
lined version of our handy Carvin’ Jack, the first folding
multi-tool designed just for woodcarvers. Our Pocket Jack
includes a Detail Knife, Straight Gouge, Scorp Gouge and
a V-Scorp. It weighs in at just 3 ounces with a closed
length of 4-1/4 inches.

R FPigcy

Koo 5

Get More For Your Money

We've packaged our most popular knives in a special
3-Knife Starter Set. This way you get a great set of tools
plus save money compared to buying them one at a time.
Our set includes a Roughing Knife, Detail Knife and a Cut-
ting Knife. They're made with high-quality edge-holding
steel. Our curved handles are designed to let you carve
longer without hand fatigue. The Knife Set also comes with
a bonus block of Flexcut Gold™ polishing compound.

These and other fine Flexcut products are available at your local retailer.

Flexcut

CARVING TOOLS

Flexcut Tool Company Inc.
8105 Hawthorne Drive
Erie, PA 16509

800-524-9077
www.flexcut.com
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41 Annual Ward World Championship
Wildfowl Carving Competition and Art Festival

Learn at the Educational Conference

* Pre-World Classes by Bob Guge, Pat Godin, Chris White,
Lonnie Dye, Rich Smoker and other master carvers

* Seminars and field trips during the World Weekend

« Expanded Youth seminars — carving, painting, and silhouette
Compete in World Premiere Competition

+ 39 divisions — something for everyone

* New Silhouette Division for youth
Sell Your Carvings

« Carvers Art Shop run by the Ward Museun — 70/30 split

* Benefit auction — 50/50 split (or 100% donation)
Have Your Carvings Photographed

« Ward Museum/ Carving Magazine photo studio

« Studio shots by Wes Demarest

 Printed and digital images available
For more information visit the Web site wwnavardmuseun.org or call Ward Musewn

Special Events at 41 12-4988, ext. 106 or 114; Education ext. 104 or 110.
Download World Guide and registration forms from the Web site.

Presented by:

With Support from:

Nt Edoumet o b s, oo e s o,
ey W s o, Vst Coy s e,
Corel oy e o f e

Colebrating A, Nelure & Tradiiion
a Oukeac f ey Uiy Coning by Brce Loper
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Create Quality Artwork with
Colwood Woodburning Tools

“The Champion’s
Choice?”

e 5 Precision * Carrying Cases
Control Unifs . ijp pullers

Great Blue Heron
by o

THE NEW.
CSA APPROVED
' CANADIAN UNIT IS
NOW AVAILABLE.

= www.woodburning.com

Made in USA since 1979
















