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Buy now and read (Advertising)

Jerome A. Watrous, the author of the first volume, and Josiah Seymour Currey, the compiler of the biographical volumes two through five, present a thrilling narrative and in-depth-biographies of an eventful past of a county, the rapid growing of a fantastic city on the lakeshore, and the lives of hundreds of people that were so important for the history of Milwaukee town and country. The whole five books contain thousands of pages of valuable information and are essential for everyone interested in the history the most populous and densely populated county in Wisconsin. This is volume two out of five, containing a wealth of biographies of important people.
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In a history mainly composed of the incidents that indicate the growth of a community, and the direction and character of it, where few are important enough to require an extended narration, and the remainder afford little material, it is not easy to construct a continuous narrative, or to so connect the unrelated points as to prevent the work taking on the aspect of a pretentious directory. In this case, however, the author presents us an almost perfect history of the town of Indianapolis, including all townships, and Marion County, Indiana. This is volume two out of two.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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309
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This book created somewhat of a sensation in the literary and scientific world. Mr. Donnelly argues that Plato's story was true; that all the ancient civilizations of Europe and America radiated from this ancient kingdom, and that this is the reason we find pyramids, obelisks, and buildings almost Identically alike in Egypt, Mexico and Peru. Donnelly's statements and ample evidence deliver ample evidence for the existence of the continent of Atlants. This book is a must have for all folklorists and people, who are interested in the possible history of a famous nation.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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Roughing It



Twain, Mark

9783849643874

559

Buy now and read (Advertising)

"Roughing It" is another one of Mark Twain's chronicles of his wandering years, this one being the prequel to "Innocents Abroad." His adventures take place in the Wild West, Salt Lake City and even in Hawaii - among other places. He even enlists as a Confederate cavalryman for some time. The book is also a prolific example for Twain's excellent sense of humour.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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The Ministry Of Healing



White, Ellen Gould

9783849646424

356

Buy now and read (Advertising)

The Ministry of Healing, perhaps one of the best books ever written by Mrs. White, offers a wealth of information on the laws of life, how to cure diseases, how to stay healthy and how to heal the soul. It is important to understand the spiritual side of health, and this is where Mrs. White is the expert at. From the contents: Chapter 1 - Our Example Chapter 2 - Days of Ministry Chapter 3 - With Nature and With God Chapter 4 - The Touch of Faith Chapter 5 - Healing of the Soul Chapter 6 - Saved to Serve Chapter 7 - The Co-Working of the Divine and the Human Chapter 8 - The Physician, an Educator Chapter 9 - Teaching and Healing Chapter 10 - Helping the Tempted Chapter 11 - Working for the Intemperate Chapter 12 - Help for the Unemployed and the Homeless Chapter 13 - The Helpless Poor Chapter 14 - Ministry to the Rich ...

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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PORTER, EDGAR JUDD, D. C. 





 




Prominent among the chiropractors of

Milwaukee is Dr. Edgar Judd Porter, who has been practicing in this city since

1916. He is one of Milwaukee's native sons, his birth having occurred here on

the 13th of February, 1893, a son of George Y. and Ellen F. (Judd) Porter.

George Porter was born on the farm of his father, Willard G. Porter, in

Waukesha county and died in 1916. He won prominence in the real estate and

insurance circles of Milwaukee. The grandfather of our subject was a native of

Vermont and for many years was classed among the representative agriculturists

of Waukesha county. Mrs. Ellen F. Porter is living and makes her home with Dr.

Porter. She was a daughter of Alfred Judd, who was born near Ithaca, New York,

and came to Wisconsin in 1845, locating in the town of Waterford, Racine

county. 




In the acquirement of an education

Edgar Judd Porter attended the Milwaukee grade schools and graduated from the

South Division high school in 1911. He then enrolled in Marquette University

and became a student in the department of civil engineering, completing that

course in the required time. In 1915 he entered the Palmer school of

Chiropractic and graduated from that institution in 1916 with the degree of D.

C. He immediately took up practice in Milwaukee, where he has remained ever

since, having an extensive and steadily increasing patronage. He maintains offices

in Suite 404 of the Majestic building and from all over the state people come

to him for treatment. 




On the 10th of January, 1920, Dr.

Porter was united in marriage to Miss Natalie Sommer, a daughter of Solomon

Sommer of Milwaukee. Her father was born in Germany and later removed to

Russia, in which country Mrs. Porter's birth occurred. To the union of Dr. and

Mrs. Porter one daughter has been born, Constance Elizabeth. 




Although Dr. Porter leans toward the

republican party, he follows an independent course in politics and has never

taken an active part. Fraternally he is a member of the Loyal Order of Moose at

Milwaukee and he likewise holds membership in the Kiwanis Club. In line with

his profession he is a member of the Milwaukee Chiropractors Association, the

Wisconsin Chiropractic Association and the Universal Chiropractors Association.

Dr. Porter is a trained civil engineer and an expert on X-ray work, having in

his office the latest machine and using this largely in diagnosing cases.

Unlike many chiropractors, therefore, he never gropes in the dark when treating

a patient and this feature of his practice has been one of the causes of his

great success. He has won the utmost confidence and respect of all persons with

whom he has come in contact and he stands high in his profession. 




 





TRAVER, CHALMER BOORMAN. 





 




Chalmer Boorman Traver, secretary of

the Milwaukee Association of Commerce, is a man of broad vision as well as of

practical executive ability, and the combination of these qualities well fits

him for the responsibilities of his present connection. Mr. Traver was born in

Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, March 29, 1889, his parents being Frank A. and Jennie

(Boorman) Traver, both of whom are also natives of Wisconsin. 




Mr. Traver is an alumnus of the old

East Side high school and the University of Wisconsin, which he attended from

1907 to 1910. For some time he was a reporter on the old Evening Wisconsin and

also did special work for the Milwaukee Sentinel and the old Milwaukee Free

Press, thus gaining broad experience through newspaper connections. Later he

was with the Banker-Manufacturer as associate editor and left that position to

enter the army in the spring of 1918. He became a lieutenant of field

artillery, stationed at Camp Taylor, Louisville, Kentucky, and afterward at

Camp Jackson, South Carolina, as instructor of gunnery and battery executive officer.






After receiving his discharge Mr.

Traver went west and for a few months engaged in silver mining in Arizona. On

the 1st of November, 1919, he returned to Milwaukee to accept the position of

secretary of the Milwaukee Association of Commerce and through the intervening

period has been very active in the upbuilding of this organization. 




On the 28th of December, 1920, Mr.

Traver was married to Miss Zoa McComb of Wichita, Kansas. They reside at 560

Astor street. Mr. Traver is a member of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity, and is

identified with various clubs and patriotic and commercial organizations. He

belongs to the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Milwaukee Press Club and to Alonzo

Cudworth Post of the American Legion. He is vice president of the Wisconsin

Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution, a member of the Optimists Club

and of the University of Wisconsin Alumni Association, one of the directors of

the Wisconsin Commercial Secretaries Association and a member of the National

Association of Commercial Organization Secretaries. 




 





CARY, JOHN J. 





 




Milwaukee county has been signally

favored in the class of men who have -occupied her public offices. There have

been but few who have been called to positions of public trust who have not

been loyal to the work reposed in them, and numbered with the men who are now

carefully and wisely directing the business affairs of the county is John J.

Cary, who is filling the office of member of the board of supervisors. He was

born in the city of Milwaukee, May 8, 1883, and is a son of Richard J. and

Catharine (Code) Cary, both of whom were also natives of this city. The family

on both sides were early settlers of Milwaukee and of Irish lineage. The father

was a cabinetmaker by trade and was associated with the firm of Matthew

Brothers, furniture dealers, for a number of years. He afterward engaged in the

saloon business and passed away in 1905. His widow is living and yet makes her

home in Milwaukee. 




John J. Cary was educated in the

public and parochial schools of this city, passing through consecutive grades

to the high school. On the 2nd of July, 1902, he became associated with the

Fidelity & Casualty Company of New York as a messenger boy and he has since

filled various positions with the company, being promoted to the office of

cashier in 1914. He has served with the company for twenty years and is one of

the best known insurance men of the city. His capability and fidelity are

plainly indicated by his long connection with the corporation which he

represents and he has done a large amount of business, which has brought him to

a position of affluence and has added materially to the resources of the

company. 




On the 23rd of September, 1908, Mr.

Cary was married to Miss Lillian Fitzgerald of Kaukauna, Wisconsin, and they

have become the parents of two children: Genevieve Patricia, who was born March

17, 1912; and William Francis, born September 3, 1915. The religious faith of

the family is that of the Catholic church and Mr. Cary is a member of the

Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Order of Foresters. He is also connected

with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. In April, 1920, he was elected a

member of the board of supervisors of Milwaukee county. He is now serving on

the committees on finance, public buildings and grounds, sheriffs and coroners

and unemployed, these being the most important committees of the board. His

public record is highly satisfactory, by reason of the promptness and

efficiency with which he discharges his duties and the thoroughness with which

he delves to the root of all public matters, learning exactly what is best to

do in regard to the business of the county. 




 





HUNTER, MORTON R. 





 




Morton R. Hunter, president of the

Hunter Machinery Company, handling construction and industrial equipment, with

plant and offices at 208-210 Wells street in Milwaukee, was born in Chicago in

1891. He was accorded liberal educational privileges, completing a course in

civil engineering in the University of Michigan. Following his graduation he

became identified with the engineering department of the Chicago & North

Western Railroad and made steady progress in his business career. His

thoroughness and ability brought him prominently to the front and he became

assistant editor of the Engineering Record. His identification with the Hunter

Machinery Company dates from its incorporation in 1916, at which time business

was established under the name of the Kern-Hunter Company with a capital stock

of five thousand dollars. Success attended the venture from the beginning and

in 1917 the capital stock was increased to twelve thousand dollars. In the

following year the name was changed to the Hunter Machinery Company and the

capital increased to twenty-five thousand dollars, while in 1922 the company

became capitalized for forty thousand dollars. Something of the steady growth

dollars in the year 1916 to over seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars in

1921. Mr. Hunter has been president of the company from the beginning, with M.

P. Allen as of the business is indicated in the fact that the sales have

increased from fifty thousand secretary and treasurer. The company occupies its

own property, including warehouse and shop, and is now engaged in the erection

of a modern office building. They carry an extensive stock for construction and

industrial equipment and their slogan is: "Our machinery and supplies make

good or we do." The company keeps the largest purely construction

equipment stock in Wisconsin and all orders are promptly filled. This is the

oldest firm in their line in Wisconsin and they employ construction equipment

mechanics to render service to their patrons. They do not handle any one

machine but everything that is in demand, their stock covering indeed a wide

range, as their catalogue and advertising sheet show. 




On the 12th of February, 1917, Mr.

Hunter was united in marriage to Miss Hazel Marie Uebele of Chicago, and they

have one son. Mr. Hunter's appreciation of the social amenities of life is

indicated in his connection with the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Wisconsin

Club and the Michigan Alumni Association. He is also identified with many

prominent trade organizations and societies, belonging to the American

Association of Engineers, the Builders & Traders Exchange, the Association

of Commerce and the Associated Equipment Distributors. Of the last named he is

the national secretary. He is also the secretary of the Housing Corporation of

the Association of Commerce and he belongs to the Kiwanis Club. His interests

are indeed broad and varied and he is a well-known figure in construction

circles. 




 





ELLIS, FRED C. 





 




Fred C. Ellis, long recognized as

one of the eminent members of the Milwaukee bar, was born September 14, 1874,

in Oconto, Wisconsin, his parents being Oakman and Carrie (Farnsworth) Ellis.

The father was a native of Oldtown, Maine, while the mother was born in Racine,

Wisconsin. Oakman Ellis came to this state at the dose of the Civil war and

engaged in the lumber business. 




In his early youth Fred C. Ellis

became a pupil in the public schools of his native city and at the age of

fourteen he matriculated in the Lake Forest Academy at Lake Forest, Illinois.

There he was graduated on the completion of a preparatory course in 1892, after

which he entered Amherst College at Amherst, Massachusetts, and finished his

studies by graduation in 1896. Having thus qualified by liberal college

training for life's practical and responsible duties, he returned to Wisconsin

and here entered upon the study of law in the University of Wisconsin at

Madison. He carefully prepared for the bar and was graduated in 1898, in which

year he was admitted to practice in the courts of this state. He then entered

the law firm of Olin & Duller, with which he remained until 1901, when he

came from Madison to Milwaukee and here formed a partnership with Willett

Spooner. This firm maintained an existence with the two partners until 1911,

when it became Lines, Spooner, Ellis & Quarles, ranking as one of the

foremost law firms of the state. Mr. Ellis remained a partner until his death

and was long accounted one of the foremost representatives of the Milwaukee

bar. His knowledge of the law was comprehensive and exact and he was seldom, if

ever, at fault in the application of a legal principle. He found ready solution

for intricate and involved legal problems and his presentation of a case was

always clear, concise and convincing. 




On the 23rd of November, 1904, Mr.

Ellis was married to Miss Augusta Helmholz, a daughter of A. C. and Elizabeth

(Vogel) Helmholz, the former a native of Germany, while the latter was born in

Milwaukee. Mr. Helmholz came to Milwaukee in the year 1861 in company with his

parents, while the Vogel family arrived in the early '50s. Four children were

born to Mr. and Mrs. Ellis: Oakman, whose birth occurred April 8, 1906;

Frederick B., born September €0, 1907; Farnsworth, February 17, 1911; and

Elizabeth, July 11, 1916. 




The family circle was broken by the

hand of death when on the 17th of April, 1917, Mr. Ellis was called to his

final rest. He was widely and favorably known here — a popular member of the

Milwaukee Club, the University Club and the Town Club. His friends were legion

and everywhere he was spoken of in terms of the highest regard. He was a

lifelong republican, much interested in politics and thoroughly informed at all

times concerning the leading questions and issues of the day, hut he never

aspired to office. He belonged to the Congregational church and his life» ever

guided by high principles, made him one of the valued citizens of Milwaukee,

honored and respected by all who knew him because of his marked capability in this

profession, his fidelity in citizenship, his loyalty to the highest moral

standards and his devotion to his home and family. 




 





MOMSEN, WILLIAM H. 





 




William H. Momsen, superintendent of

the Milwaukee County House of Correction, and one of the well-known and

efficient public officials, loyal at all times to the trust reposed in him, was

born in this city and is the owner of the house in which he first opened his

eyes to the light of day. His parents were Peter A. and Louise A. (Grunert)

Momsen, both of whom were natives of Germany, coming to Milwaukee about 1849.

The father crossed the Atlantic alone, while the mother came with her parents

and their marriage was celebrated in this city. Peter A. Momsen was a

cabinetmaker by trade and for a number of years was in the employ of A. D.

Seaman & Company. He led a life of industry and usefulness and retired from

business a few years prior to his death, which occurred in 1910. 




William H. Momsen was educated in

the public schools of Milwaukee and also attended the Spencerian Business

College. He afterward started out in the business world as an employee of the

banking firm of Houghton, McCord & Company, whom he served as messenger

boy. He remained with that company for thirteen years, winning promotion from

time to time until he was serving as teller, when he resigned to enter the

Plankinton Bank as assistant cashier. Later he was advanced to the position of

cashier and remained with that institution until 1893. He next turned his

attention to the real estate and loan business and was thus engaged until his

appointment as inspector of the House of Correction in the fall of 1903. This

position he has since filled and his record is one highly creditable, his

labors being a notable force in the improvement of the institution and methods

of its conduct. The House of Correction has a farm comprising four hundred and

seventy-five acres and the inmates are required to work thereon. The building

can accommodate about eight hundred and an individual can be sent to the

institution for five years. The buildings are located on a beautiful site, the

grounds are well kept and everything about the place is conducted along the

most sanitary lines and indicates the most thorough and efficient supervision

on the part of the superintendent. 




In 1885 Mr. Momsen was married to

Miss Mary Louise Groth, a native of Germany, and they have become parents of

three children: Walter P., who is with the Fischer Furniture Company; Richard

P., an attorney now located in Rio Janeiro, Brazil; and Viola Louise, the wife

of Walter G. Meyer, assistant manager and secretary of the W. H. Pipkorn

Company of Milwaukee. 




Mr. Momsen is a member of the

Wisconsin Club, also of the Calumet Club and the Milwaukee Athletic Club of

which he served as president in 1887, when the dues were but three dollars per

year. He is likewise a member of the Old Settlers Club and is identified with

the Elks, the Eagles, the A. L. A. and with the National Union. His progressive

spirit is manifest in his active interest in everything that pertains to the

welfare and upbuilding of the city and the maintenance of high civic standards.






 





KOLLOGE, WILLIAM. 





 




William Kolloge, president of the

Kolloge Hardware Company of Milwaukee, has introduced into the business of

which he is the head, a spirit of steady expansion and development that has

resulted in making it one of the important enterprises of this character in the

city. What he has accomplished represents the fit utilization of his powers and

talents and his labors at all times have been wisely directed. Born in

Milwaukee on the 22nd of August, 1882, he is a son of Henry and Elise (Roepke)

Kolloge, the former a native of Germany, while the latter was born in

Manitowoc, Wisconsin. It was about the year 1857 that the father crossed the Atlantic

and became a resident of Milwaukee, where later he engaged in the hardware

business as a member of the firm of Hilgendorf, Kolloge & Company, located

at No. 303 Third street. There he engaged in business for thirty-seven years,

becoming one of the forceful and representative merchants of the city and

retiring only a short time before his death, which occurred July 19, 1913. 




William Kolloge obtained his

education in the public schools of this city and received his initial business

training by entering his father's store, starting at the age of seventeen

years. There he continued until he reached the age of thirty-two, when he and

his brother, Herman F. Kolloge, organized the Kolloge Hardware Company and

established business at 367 Third street. They began with a small retail store

and their business has steadily increased and developed throughout the

intervening years until they now have a large trade with the contractors and

factories, making theirs one of the important enterprises of this character in

the city. 




In 1906 Mr. Kolloge was married to

Miss Pauline Schlinsock, a daughter of Captain G. and Anna (Hoffman)

Schlinsock. They have become parents of five children; Thelma, William, Lorna,

Herbert and Alva. The religious faith of the family is indicated in their

membership in the Trinity Lutheran church. Mr. Kolloge is also identified with

the Association of Commerce and is in hearty sympathy with the plans and

purposes of that organization to develop and extend the trade relations of the

city and to maintain high standards of municipal service and of civic progress.

He likewise belongs to the Builders & Traders Exchange. In politics he is a

republican of the liberal type, voting for the principles of the party at

national elections but casting an independent ballot at local elections if his

judgment dictates this to be the wiser course. He has never been an aspirant

for public office, preferring always to concentrate his efforts and attention

upon his business affairs, and the thoroughness and capability with which he

has managed his interests in association with his brother have led to the

attainment of substantial prosperity. 




 





COLEMAN, WILLIAM WHEELER. 





 




William Wheeler Coleman, president

of the Bucyrus Company of South Milwaukee, was born in Baltimore, Maryland,

November 21, 1873, and is a son of William W. and Ellen Gibbons (Hiss) Coleman,

who were also natives of Maryland, where their ancestors had lived through

several generations. The father was a banker of Baltimore for many years,

associated with the Farmers & Planters Bank as one of its officials. He

died in 1890, having for some time survived his wife, who passed away in 1878. 




William Wheeler Coleman was educated

in public and private schools of Maryland and after completing his studies in

Baltimore entered the Lehigh University of Pennsylvania, from which he was

graduated as a metallurgical engineer in the class of 1895. He entered the

employ of the Bethlehem Iron Company, now the Bethlehem Steel Company, with

which he remained for a time, and later was with the Crucible Steel Company of

America at Clairton, Pennsylvania. He was afterward with the Latrobe Steel Coupler

Company at Melrose Park, Illinois, and in September, 1905, became identified

with the Bucyrus Company, being elected to the presidency in 1911. This company

is engaged in the manufacture of excavating machinery, including all kinds of

dredges, steam, gas and electric shovels, drag lines, railway wrecking cranes,

spreader plows, trench excavators, castings and forgings. 




Mr. Coleman was married June 20,

1899, to Alice Frazier of South Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and they have a

daughter, Isabel. Mr. Coleman belongs to the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the

Milwaukee Club, the Milwaukee Country Club and other clubs of this city and

also has membership in the University Club of Chicago and the University Club

of New York. During the war with Germany he was active in several war agencies

and in 1918 went to Washington, D. C, as assistant to the chief of ordnance in

charge of Artillery and Accessories. 




 





WOLFF, WILLIAM MARTIN. 





 




William Martin Wolff, resident

manager at Milwaukee for Wisconsin, for the Fidelity & Deposit Company of

Maryland, of Baltimore, that state, has occupied this position for a period of

six years and his long association with the insurance and surety business,

indicates most clearly the record which he has made for capability, fidelity

and progressiveness. A native of Minnesota, he was born in Winona, June 7,

1878. His father, John F. Wolff, who passed away in January, 1919, was born in

Germany and was a son of William Wolff, who was also a native of that country

and on coming to the United States took up his abode in Milwaukee about 1874.

John F. Wolff was a youth of eighteen years when he accompanied his parents on

their emigration to the new world and for a long period conducted business

under the name of the Red Star Soap Company in this city. He married Emilie

Fiebrantz, who is still living in Milwaukee and whose birth occurred near this

city. Her father was August Fiebrantz. who was engaged in the flour and feed

business in Milwaukee and owned a farm near the city on the Green Bay road —

property that is still in possession of the family. He was born in Germany and

came to the United States in the '50s. To Mr. and Mrs. John F. Wolff were born

two sons, the brother of William M. being Arthur C. Wolff, who was a sergeant

in the ordnance department during the World war and was on active duty for

fourteen months. He is now living in Milwaukee and is a member of the firm of

Lupinski & Wolff, contractors and builders. 




William M. Wolff obtained his early

education in the public schools of Milwaukee, passing through consecutive

grades to the East Side high school and putting aside his textbooks at the age

of seventeen years in order to make his initial step in the business world. At

that time he entered the law office of Sylvester, Scheiber, Riley & Orth,

with whom he studied for two years, and later he became private secretary to

Charles F. Pfister, with whom he remained for two years, having in the meantime

studied stenography in an evening school. His next position was with the firm

of Meyst, Pammel & Lukens, general agents for the Milwaukee Casualty

Company, whom he represented as office manager. Two years later the agency was

sold to Roger L. Merrill, and Mr. Wolff continued with Mr. Merrill as assistant

manager until August, 1915, when he was appointed manager for the Fidelity &

Deposit Company of Maryland. He had since represented the latter corporation at

Milwaukee and is a prominent figure in financial circles of the city. His

capability and thorough reliability are recognized as salient features in his

career. He is also a director of the Citizens Building & Loan Association. 




On the 15th of July, 1902, Mr. Wolff

was married to Miss Grace Rivers. Her father is Alexander Rivers,

superintendent of the paint shops of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul

Railroad Company. He was born in Wisconsin and passed away in January, 1919.

Mr. and Mrs. Wolff have one daughter, Deane, who is now a pupil in the public

schools of this city. 




Mr. Wolff belongs to the Association

of Commerce and is serving on its membership committee. He also belongs to the

Milwaukee Athletic Club, to the Wisconsin Club, the City Club and to the

Ozaukee Country Golf Club. His career has ever been marked by steady progress,

and step by step he has advanced until he now occupies a prominent position in

the business circles of the city, especially in connection with financial and

investment interests. 




 





LUKASZEWSKI, ANTHONY J. 





 




Anthony J. Lukaszewski, business

manager of the Nowiny Polskie, the Polish daily of Milwaukee, was born in

Poland, June 2, 1882, and is a son of Joseph and Mary (Kaczmarek) Lukaszewski,

who were likewise natives of that country and came to America in 1892. For a

year they were residents of Manistee, Michigan, and then came to Milwaukee,

where the father still resides. The mother has departed this life. 




Anthony J. Lukaszewski attended

school in Poland for three years and after arriving in Milwaukee was a student

in St. Josaphat parochial school, while in 1904 he was graduated from Marquette

University with the Bachelor of Arts degree. Liberal educational opportunities

thus well qualified him for life's practical and responsible duties. In early

manhood he devoted six and a half years to life insurance business as

representative of the Prudential Insurance Company, in the positions of

auditor, inspector, etc. His connection with the Nowiny Polskie dates from

1913, at which time he took charge of the advertising department and in 1918 he

was made manager of the paper, which is a daily publication with a circulation

of about ten thousand. Under his management the paper has made steady and

notable progress in its advertising, in its circulation and in other ways. In fact

it has prospered beyond the expectation of Mr. Lukaszewski and the owners of

the publication. His labors have been of a most practical character and results

have been thoroughly gratifying. 




In 1906 Mr. Lukaszewski was united

in marriage to Miss Sophia Bieganski, who died in 1916, leaving six children:

Anthony, Rose, Bernard, Lucy, Boleslaus and Helen. On the 7th of August, 1917,

Mr. Lukaszewski was again married, his second union being with Miss Agnes

Kubacki of Milwaukee, and their children are two in number: Leon and Martha. 




Mr. Lukaszewski is a member of the

Advertisers Club and also of the Milwaukee Association of Commerce. He is

likewise president of the Polish Opera Club, the only organization of its kind

in the country. He is a lover of the stage and theatrical interests and has

taken part in various amateur performances. Moreover, he does a great deal of

public speaking and is particularly well known in this connection among the

Polish people. During the World war period he was constantly busy addressing

audiences in both English and Polish, speaking in all the large shops

concerning the vital questions and issues of the hour. He also served on the

reception committee greeting the returning soldiers and arranged receptions for

visiting Frenchmen and the men of high rank coming to the United States from

allied countries. He belongs to the Equitable Fraternal Union and to the Polish

National Alliance and the Polish Association of America. He is deeply

interested in the welfare and progress of the land of his birth and at the same

time has ever displayed the utmost loyalty to the land of his adoption. He keeps

in touch with all the vital questions and issues of the day and is especially

active in supporting those measures and projects which promise benefit and

progress for his adopted city. His ability has largely been used for public

benefit as well as for individual advancement and he is today widely known in

Journalistic circles. 




 





COOLEY, ROBERT L. 





 




Robert L. Cooley, a prominent

educator and one of the founders of the Milwaukee Vocational School which is

today one of the largest of the kind in the country, was born at Fredonia,

Ozaukee county, Wisconsin, in 1869. His early educational training was received

in the village graded school and eventually he completed a course of study at

Waubeka, after which he obtained a certificate to teach in 1886. He then taught

in a country school for two winter terms and when not thus engaged his

attention was given to work on farms and in factories. He was at all times

ambitious to improve his own education, however and he eagerly utilized every

opportunity in that direction. For one year he was a student in the Oshkosh

State Normal School, which he left in order to teach in a graded school at

Newburg, Washington county. He thus augmented his financial resources, after

which he returned to the Normal School and was graduated with the class of 1894.

In the same year he accepted the position of assistant in the high school at

Oconto, Wisconsin, and in the following year he became city superintendent of

schools and principal of the high school at that place, there remaining until

1903, when he came to Milwaukee as principal of the school at Eighteenth and

Cedar streets. He was afterward transferred to the school at Ninth and Ring

streets, where he served until November, 1912, when he became the director of

vocational schools, which at that time were being inaugurated under the law

passed in 1911. Work under this law was not started until November, 1912, when

the local board of industrial education elected Mr. Cooley as its first

director and in this position he has continued. He has gained fame and

prominence as an educator and especially as one of the founders and promoters

of the Milwaukee Vocational School, which is today one of the largest of the

country and one of the best equipped, while its system of instruction is most thorough

and comprehensive. 




On the 1st of September, 1898, Mr.

Cooley was united in marriage to Miss Carrie S. Ide, a daughter of the Rev.

George H. Ide, pastor of the Grand Avenue Congregational church of this city.

They have two children: Katherine Ide, born January 5, 1905; and Margaret Ide,

born September 14, 1909. Mr. and Mrs. Cooley occupy a very enviable position,

especially in those social circles where true worth and intelligence are

accepted as a passport to good society. 




 





NOURSE, RUPERT A. 





 




Rupert A. Nourse is a prominent

figure in industrial circles of Milwaukee as the vice president and general

manager of The Stowell Company, having been identified with that concern and

its predecessor for the past seventeen years. His birth occurred in Hallock,

Peoria county, Illinois, on the 10th of December, 1873, his parents being

Morris Alonzo and Sara (Prentiss) Nourse. The father served in the Civil war as

a member of the Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry. In the paternal line the

ancestry is traced back to Francis and Rebecca Nourse, who emigrated from

Yarmouth, England, to Salem, Massachusetts, in 1638. Rebecca Nourse suffered

martyrdom during the witchcraft delusion in Salem in 1692. She was one of the

prominent martyrs of that time and a monument was erected to her memory in

Salem with an Epitaph written by John Greenleaf Whittier. The family has an

honorable military record, representatives of the name having participated in

the Revolutionary war, the War of 1812 and the Civil war. On the maternal side

Rupert A. Nourse is a descendant of "Mad Anthony" Wayne, the

distinguished American general. The maternal ancestors settled in Boston,

Massachusetts, in 1642. 




R. A. Nourse supplemented his early

educational training by a course of study in Drake University of Des Moines,

Iowa, from which institution he was graduated with the degree of Bachelor of

Arts as a member of the class of 1895. During the two succeeding years he

pursued postgraduate work at the University of Chicago. His attention was first

devoted to the profession of teaching and from 1896 until 1899 he served as

superintendent of public schools at Keswick, Iowa, where he organized the

public school system, added a high school and also erected new buildings, his

efforts proving a potent factor in the development of the educational interests

of the town. The years 1900 and 1901 were given to instruction as assistant

professor of Latin in Drake University. It was in 1901 that he first became

identified with industrial interests, embarking in business as a manufacturer

of door hangers at Racine, Wisconsin. Three years later he disposed of this

business to the Stowell Manufacturing & Foundry Company of South Milwaukee,

with which concern and its successors, The Stowell Company, he has been

associated in various capacities to the present time. He served as secretary

prior to being made vice president and general manager, his present official

position. 




The business now conducted under the

name of The Stowell Company, founders and manufacturers, was organized in 1886.

In Milwaukee, by S. H. and E. Y. Moore as the Moore Manufacturing & Foundry

Company and the factory was located in the Menominee valley. In the early '90s

the plant was removed to South Milwaukee, where the manufacture of hardware

specialties, such as barn door hangers and rail, elevator door fixtures, tackle

blocks, hot air registers, etc., was continued. In 1896 the Hon. John M.

Stowell, one of the founders of Filer & Stowell and one-time mayor of

Milwaukee, purchased the business and changed the name to the Stowell

Manufacturing & Foundry Company. The corporation continued the manufacture

of the same lines, and also did contract work in grey iron castings. In 1899 a

malleable iron foundry was added and some new hardware specialties introduced,

such as malleable clevises, malleable shoe lasts and stands, wagon and carriage

malleable hardware. In 1901 the concern Increased its holdings with a second malleable

foundry and the specialty lines continued with the addition of link belt chain,

hay tools and some other agricultural specialties. In 1904 the Midland Iron

Works of Racine, Wisconsin, was purchased and its line of automatic fire door

equipment, barn door, warehouse and railroad hangers became a part of The

Stowell Company's output. The molders' strike came in 1906 and the company was

crippled for some time, being required to build up an entirely new foundry

organization. This, however, was accomplished and the financial panic of 1907

was successfully weathered. In 1908 the Hon. John M. Stowell died and his

son-in-law, the late Charles E. Sammond, who had for many years been manager,

was made president. During the depression of 1913 and 1914 a reorganization was

planned and a new corporation known as The Stowell Company took over the

properties in 1916. The new company discontinued many of the specialty lines

that had previously been manufactured and confined its operations largely to

malleable hardware, malleable clevises, shoe lasts and stands and link belt

chain. During the war the plant was listed as a one hundred per cent plant,

manufacturing only those lines which the war industries board listed as

essential to the successful prosecution of the war. In November, 1919, the land

and buildings of the Pelton Steel Company, located on Chicago road and Elliott

place in Milwaukee, were purchased, and in 1921 the Pelton Steel Company was

absorbed. The buildings were remodeled, new ones added and the plant made into

a factory for the production of malleable iron castings. This was called The

Stowell Company Plant, No. 2. 




Under normal conditions The Stowell

Company employs from six hundred to seven hundred men. It is a member of the

American Malleable Castings Association and is listed by this association as a

manufacturer of certified malleable castings. Only those plants are so listed

which continuously in their daily process produce material which is in accord

with the requirements of the American Society for Testing Materials. The

principal products of The Stowell Company are malleable iron castings, grey

iron castings, electric steel castings, brass castings, link belt chain,

malleable clevises and malleable hardware. The following are the officers and directors:

Fred W. Rogers, president; Rupert A. Nourse, vice president and general

manager; Thomas E. Ward, secretary and manager of purchases and sales; Henry J.

Van Beek, treasurer; and Fred Vogel, Jr., William H. Schuchardt, Fred L. Sivyer

and T. H. Spence, additional directors. 




Besides his identification with The

Stowell Company, Mr. Nourse is the president of the Midland Company of South

Milwaukee, manufacturers of saddlery hardware, automobile accessories and

wrought chain. He is likewise a member of the board of directors of the Line

Material Company of South Milwaukee, manufacturers of outdoor lighting

material. The important and extensive business interests of Mr. Nourse are

capably conducted. Tireless energy, keen perception, honesty of purpose, a genius

for devising the right thing at the right time. Joined to everyday common

sense, guided by resistless will power, are the chief characteristics of the

man. 




On the 27th of August, 1896, in Des

Moines, Iowa, Mr. Nourse was united in marriage to Miss Arma Jones, a daughter

of Isaac Jones, who was a member of the Third Iowa Cavalry during the Civil

war. She is a graduate of Drake University of Des Moines, Iowa, which conferred

upon her the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1895, and in 1896 she acted as principal

of the high school at Brooklyn, Iowa. By her marriage she has become the mother

of a daughter and two sons, namely: Clair Prentiss, Evelyn and Robert. The

first named, who was graduated from Cornell University with the degree of

Bachelor of Arts in 1919, served in the United States navy during the World war

and is now secretary and treasurer of the Midland Company of South Milwaukee,

Wisconsin. On the 9th of July, 1920, he wedded Miss Florence Silvernail of

Corydon, Iowa. 




Mr. Nourse takes an active and

helpful interest in the city's moral advancement as chairman of the board of

trustees of the Park and Prospect Christian church and as a member of the board

of directors of the Wisconsin Christian Missionary Association and of the Young

Men's Christian Association. He is a popular member of the Milwaukee Athletic

Club, and is well known in both business and social circles of this city, where

his position is that of a leading manufacturer and foremost citizen. 




 





FREIHUBE, ROBERT C. 





 




Robert C. Freihube, a hardware

merchant whose enterprise, diligence and determination have been the basic

elements of a well merited success, was born in the town of Menomonee, Waukesha

county, Wisconsin, July 11, 1870, a son of Traugott and Wilhelmina (Liebers)

Freihube, both of whom were natives of Germany but came to America with their

respective parents when quite small. The paternal grandfather. Christian

Freihube, was a pioneer of Milwaukee who arrived in this city before its

incorporation. He devoted his life to the occupation of farming and Traugott Freihube

also concentrated his efforts and attention upon agricultural pursuits

throughout his life. Both he and his wife are deceased. 




Robert C. Freihube pursued his

education in the public schools and afterward began clerking in a grocery

store, being thus employed for several years. He was later with the National

Enameling & Stamping Company for a number of years and was in the employ of

the Frankfurth Hardware Company for some time. He was also associated with

Gimbel Brothers and then began business on his own account in 1902, at

Twenty-fourth and Walnut streets as a member of the Weinsheimer Hardware

Company. In 1911 a removal was made to North avenue and Thirty-fifth street and

three years later the business was established at its present location — 3815

North avenue, where Mr. Freihube now has a large stock of hardware and

merchandise. His business has reached extensive and gratifying proportions and

his entire career has been characterized by an energy and determination that

carries him steadily forward to success. 




In 1894 Mr. Freihube was married to

Miss Louise Zarling of Milwaukee, and they have become parents of four

children: Beatrice, Gerhardt, Robert C. and Ruth. Mr. Freihube has throughout

his life manifested a most public-spirited interest in the general welfare and

in many ways has contributed to progress and improvement in the city. He was

the second president of the Milwaukee Zoological Society and was instrumental

in bringing the first animals to the Zoo. He has taken great interest in

upbuilding the Zoo, making it a point of educative interest for young and old.

He has likewise served as a member of the executive board of the mayor's

advisory board for three years. He organized the first advancement association

that was on North avenue and has been a member of many of its important

committees, serving at the present time as chairman of its legislative

committee. He belongs to the American Luther Association and is very active in

religious work, serving now as chairman of the finance committee of the

southeast district of the Wisconsin synod. Mr. Freihube is one of the best

known business men on North avenue and one of the most highly esteemed

residents of that section of the city. His work has indeed been of usefulness

and benefit along many lines, and while actuated by the laudable ambition of

attaining success in business, he has never allowed this to monopolize his time

and attention to the exclusion of other interests but has recognized the

opportunity to be of assistance in public matters and has ever contributed to

the progress and improvement of the city, his labors being ever of a tangible

character, productive of substantial and valuable results. 




 





PRINGLE, JAMES.





 




James Pringle, president of the

Milwaukee Casket Company, was born November 9, 1867, in Ontario, Canada, his

parents being James and Mary Jane (Walker) Pringle. He acquired his education

largely in the schools of his native country, pursuing his studies there to the

age of thirteen years, when he went to Chicago, where he made his initial step

in the business world by securing the position of office boy. He worked his way

upward to a clerkship on the Chicago Board of Trade and afterward returned to

Ontario, where for ten years he operated a flour mill, developing a business of

substantial proportions there. At the end of the decade he disposed of his mill

and turned his attention to the manufacture of clothing in Ontario, his output

being handled by the ready-made clothing dealers. He devoted about ten years of

his life to this business and then, selling his plant, removed to Milwaukee,

where he succeeded his brother in the Milwaukee Casket Company on the 2nd of

January, 1919. His brother, Thomas J., was secretary and manager of the company

up to the time of his death in May, 1918, and James Pringle is the president

and manager. The business was founded in 1875, has since been incorporated and

its annual sales now amount to four hundred thousand dollars. The founder of

the enterprise was D. R. Johnson, who remained as president to the time of his

death in 1907. The secretary and treasurer of the company is H. Nauman, who has

been associated with the business for more than thirty years, while one of the

employees has been with the house for forty-seven years, and a number of others

have been in the employ of the, concern from twenty to thirty years. There has

never been a labor strike during the entire existence of the business. The

company Insures the lives of its employees and the most harmonious relations

have always existed because of the fairness and justice maintained toward those

in their service and the fact that a good wage has always been paid. The

business is now one of the large Industrial Interests of Milwaukee and Mr. Pringle

is proving himself a splendid executive in control of the enterprise as Its

president. 




Fraternally Mr. Pringle is well

known as a Mason, being a loyal follower of the teachings and purposes of the

craft. He is also a member of the Rotary Club and his appreciation of the

social amenities of life is shown in his connection with the Milwaukee Athletic

Club and the Ozaukee Country Club. 




 





HASTEN, CHARLES J. 





 




Charles J. Kasten is actively

identified with one of Milwaukee's representative business Interests as vice

president of the Alsted-Kasten Company, jewelers. He was born in Milwaukee in June,

1857, a son of Charles F. and Johanna Kasten. Both parents were born in Bremen,

Germany, coming to this country and locating in Milwaukee at an early date. 




Mr. Kasten received his education in

the Milwaukee public schools and was then apprenticed to John Marr, an

engraver, with whom he remained for a period of five years, after which he

entered the jewelry business of James H. Hoes. Later, going to Chicago, he

associated himself with the jewelry house of S. Hyman Company. In 1880 he returned

from Chicago to enter the firm of C. Preusser & Brother. In 1900 he severed

his connection with this firm and with his present partners founded the firm of

Alsted-Kasten Company, jewelers and silversmiths at 121-123 Wisconsin street. 




 





JUERGENS, CARL H. 





 




Carl H. Juergens, who has been

successfully engaged in general law practice in Milwaukee for the past eight

years. is numbered among the able representatives of the profession in this

city. His birth occurred in Davenport, Iowa, on the 19th of May, 1884, his

parents being Charles A. and Minnie H. (Knappe) Juergens. The father, a native

of Schleswig-Holstein, emigrated to America when a youth of eighteen years and

settled at Davenport, Iowa, where he engaged in the harness business and

subsequently turned his attention to the flour jobbing trade. 




Carl H. Juergens, who was a little

lad of about five years when brought by his parents to Milwaukee, acquired his

early education in the public schools and his more advanced training in the

University of Wisconsin, from which he was graduated with the degree of

Bachelor of Arts in 1909. Four years later he received the degree of LL. B.

from that institution on the completion of a course in law. During the interim

he taught in the West Division high school for two years. He was admitted to

the bar on the 18th of June, 1913, and entered upon the active work of his

profession in Milwaukee. With the exception of the first year, which he spent

in association with the firm of Schmitz, Wild & Gross, he has here since

practiced Independently, with offices at No. 431 Twelfth street. He has been

accorded an extensive and Important clientage of a general character, largely

commercial law cases, and is widely recognized as an attorney of pronounced

ability and deserved success. He is a director of several corporations and is

serving as secretary of the Vliet Street Advancement Association. 




In 1919 Mr. Juergens was united in

marriage to Miss Nora Toepfer of Madison, Wisconsin, and they have become

parents of a son, Richard Carl, whose birth occurred December 3, 1920. The

family residence is at No. 535 Fifty-first street. 




Mr. Juergens took an active part in

all war activities during the recent world conflict, serving as a member of the

legal advisory board and doing splendid work in all the drives and also on the

County Council of Defense. He was captain of his district in the nineteenth

ward. Fraternally he is identified with the Knights of Pythias, holding

membership in Park Lodge No. 177, of which he is a past chancellor. He is also

a well-known member of the Milwaukee Athletic Club and in the line of his

profession is connected with the Milwaukee County Bar Association. In motoring

he finds needed rest and recreation. His record as a lawyer has won him

recognition among the leading young representatives of the profession in

Milwaukee, his course as a citizen has been characterized by public-spirited

devotion to the general good and in social circles he has gained the warm

regard and friendship of all who know him. 




 





SPOOR, AARON H. 





 




Among the men who for many years

were active factors in the business circles of Milwaukee, contributing to the

substantial development and progress of the city, was Aaron H. Spoor, who

passed away in September, 1919. He had reached the advanced age of eighty-two

years, his birth having occurred in East Troy, Walworth county, Wisconsin, in

June, 1837. He represented one of the old and well known pioneer families of

the state, his parents being Adolphus and Julia (Goodrich) Spoor, who came from

Connecticut to the middle west, settling at East Troy about 1836. There they

spent their remaining days and contributed to the pioneer development and later

progress of the community. 




Aaron H. Spoor was reared at the

place of his nativity and acquired his early education in the schools of East

Troy, while later he became a student in the University of Wisconsin at

Madison, thus receiving liberal training for life's practical and responsible

duties. When his education was completed he made his initial step in the

business world by becoming identified with a lumber enterprise at Columbus,

Wisconsin. Later he established a casket factory in Berlin, this state, and

about 1880 removed to Milwaukee, where he organized the Milwaukee Casket

Company, his place of business being at Fifteenth and St. Paul streets. He

became president of the company and so continued to the time of his demise, and

as the years passed he developed the business to one of substantial proportions

owing to the thoroughness of his methods and his reliability in all trade

transactions. 




In 1871 Mr. Spoor was united in

marriage to Miss Ella M. Blanchard, a daughter of George W. and Jane (Taylor)

Blanchard, who were early settlers of East Troy. 




Mr. Spoor was a Mason and loyally

followed the teachings and purposes of the craft, which recognizes the

brotherhood of mankind and the obligations thereby imposed. In politics he was

a lifelong republican, supporting the party from the time that age conferred

upon him the right of franchise. He also belonged to the Old Settlers Club and

his mind was stored with many interesting reminiscences of pioneer times. He

always rejoiced in the progress that was made and in a quiet but nevertheless

helpful way he bore his part in the work of general advancement and

improvement, withholding his support from no plan or measure that he believed

would prove of public benefit or would constitute a feature in the upbuilding

of community, commonwealth or country. 




 





BETTINGER, JOHN. 





 




One of the well-appointed and

attractive mercantile establishments of South Milwaukee is that owned and

controlled by the firm of Bettinger & Sons, who for a number of years have

been ranked with the leading merchants of the city. Mr. Bettinger, whose name

Introduces this review, was born in Bavaria, Germany, January 31, 1852, his

parents being Louis and Katharine (Hess) Bettinger, who were also natives of

that country. In the spring of 1869 the parents came to the United States with

their family, landing at New York city, from which point they traveled westward

to Sauk county, Wisconsin, where they located on a farm. After a number of

years they returned and removed to the town of Spring Green, Wisconsin, where

both passed away. 




John Bettinger was a youth of

seventeen years at the time of the emigration of the family to the new world.

He had been educated in the public schools of his native town, attending to the

age of sixteen years and following the removal to Wisconsin he worked on the

home farm for about a year. He afterward learned the blacksmith's trade and

subsequently he established business on his own account, turning his attention

to the manufacture of buggies, wagons, sleighs, etc. This he carried on in

connection with the conduct of a hardware store in Spring Green, Wisconsin. In.

the spring of 1894 he removed to South Milwaukee and was one of the pioneers of

the town, which had recently been started. He erected the building now occupied

by the Charles Franke Drug Store and there opened a department store, which he

very successfully conducted, remaining on that corner for ten or twelve years.

He afterward erected his present building, a two-story and basement structure

sixty by one Hundred and twenty feet. In this he opened a department store,

handling dry goods, men's furnishings, groceries and other lines. He continues

in the business and has the leading store of the kind in the town, carrying a

very extensive stock and enjoying a very large patronage. As his business grew

and developed he admitted his sons, Carl and H. Emil, to a partnership and

their interests are carried on under the style of Bettinger & Sons. The

father is also a director of the South Milwaukee Bank and is recognized as a

man of sound judgment and keen discrimination in carrying forward to successful

completion whatever he undertakes. 




In 1878 Mr. Bettinger was married to

Miss Louise Zilg, who has passed away. Later he married Mary Knapp of

Milwaukee. By his first marriage there were five children: Carl, Lillian, Emil,

Leona and Beulah. To the second marriage there were born three children: Ora,

Ervin and Viola. Mr. Bettinger has always been commendably interested in public

affairs and for several years has served as alderman of South Milwaukee,

exercising his official prerogatives in support of many plans and measures for

the general good. His worth is widely acknowledged and his friends are legion. 




 





BETTINGER, JOHN CARL. 





 




John Carl Bettinger is the president

of the board of education of South Milwaukee and a member of one of the leading

mercantile firms of the city. He was born at Spring Oreen, Wisconsin, December

21, 1879, and is a son of John and Louise (Zilg) Bettinger. He was educated in

the schools of his native town, passing through consecutive grades to the high

school and he also attended the South Milwaukee high school, while still later

he became a student in the Whitewater Normal School. For three years he engaged

in teaching in South Milwaukee and then embarked in business in connection with

his father. This he carries on under the name of Bettinger & Sons, the firm

being formed in 1904. Since then the business has been carried on under this

style and the enterprise and progressiveness of the sons ably round out and

supplement the broad experience and sound Judgment of the father. 




On the 14th of September, 1920, Mr.

Bettinger was married to Miss Hilda M. Lins of Spring Green, Wisconsin, and

they occupy an enviable position in the social circles of South Milwaukee. Mr.

Bettinger is a member of the Knights of Columbus and during the World war he

took a most active interest in all that pertained to the support of the Federal

government and the welfare of the soldiers. He therefore aided in promoting

many drives in South Milwaukee and was chairman of several of the war

committees. The cause of education has ever found in him a stalwart champion

and he has done everything in his power to promote the interests of the

schools, serving now as president of the school board. In this connection he

lent his aid and support to every plan for advancing the standards of efficiency

in the schools and his work has been far-reaching and resultant. 




 





GROSSENBACH, GUSTAV W. 





 




For more than a half century Gustav

W. Grossenbach has been associated with the Milwaukee Mechanic's Insurance

Company, in which he has risen to the vice presidency. The steps in his orderly

progression are easily discernible. They have resulted from close application,

thoroughness and efficiency — qualities which any may cultivate and which

always leads to desired results. Mr. Grossenbach was born at Kirn, Germany,

September 8, 1851, a son of Andrew and Elizabeth (Kreutzer) Grossenbach. He

obtained his education in the schools of his native place, his training being

such as the common and high school system afforded and when fourteen and a half

years of age he was graduated. The following year, or in 1866, he sailed for

the United States, landing in New York city after a voyage of sixty-six days on

one of the old-time sailing vessels. It was the hope of enjoying better

business opportunities that led him to sever his connection with the fatherland

and come to the new world. He made his way direct to Milwaukee and was for

three years connected with a manufacturing Jewelry establishment, learning the

trade. At the expiration of that period the shop was closed and the young man

had to seek other employment. In June, 1870, he entered the employ of the

Milwaukee Mechanic's Insurance Company and celebrated his fiftieth anniversary

with the company in June, 1920. Steadily he worked his way upward through

various positions, promotion coming to him in recognition of his

trustworthiness, his unfailing industry and his increasing ability. He was made

assistant secretary on the 21st of October, 1889, and became secretary July 18,

1898. On the 21st of January, 1901, he was made the second vice president of

the company and also elected one of its directors and eighteen years later, or

on the 20th of January, 1919, he was elected to the vice presidency. 




The occasion of the fiftieth

anniversary of his connection with the company was made an important event,

being fittingly celebrated by the officials, field men and local officers, who

held a banquet in his honor at the Pfister hotel as "a manifestation of

their high appreciation and esteem." The program booklet issued on that

occasion had the following appropriate quotation from Longfellow: 




"Ah me! the fifty years since

first we met, 




Seem to me fifty folios, bound and

set 




By Time, the great transcriber, on

his shelves. 




Wherein are written the histories of

ourselves." 




About eighty-five guests were

present and the gathering was made a most memorable one in every particular and

many toasts were given which bore testimony to the efficient service of Mr.

Grossenbach to the company and the high regard in which he is held by all. The

agents of the company presented Mr. Grossenbach, as vice president, with new

fire premiums amounting to over forty thousand dollars. 




On the 8th of February, 1877, Mr.

Grossenbach was married to Miss Emma Kassuba of Milwaukee, and they have become

parents of three daughters: Lydia, the wife of Howard A. Mullett, assistant

general manager of the The Milwaukee Electric Railway & Light Company;

Bertha; and Marguerite. Mr. Grossenbach is a member of the Milwaukee

Association of Commerce and is deeply interested in all of the plans and

projects of that organization for the city's benefit and upbuilding, the extension

of its trade relations and the maintenance of high civic standards. He belongs

to the Wisconsin Club and several musical societies, taking deep interest in

the musical progress of the city. A resident of Milwaukee from the age of

fifteen years, his interests have been most closely interwoven with the

upbuilding of the city and his name is an honored one in business, social and

musical circles, while the sterling worth of his character is manifest in the

fact that he has the stanch friendship of many of the leading men of the city

who have long numbered him among their peers. 




 





WHITNEY, BRUCE. 





 




Bruce Whitney, manager at Milwaukee

for the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York, is recognized as a capable,

forceful and resourceful business man, who has made for himself a creditable

position in insurance circles. He was born in Buffalo, New York, April 5, 1860,

and is a son of Orlando and Mary Charlotte (Lemon) Whitney. The father, who

passed away in Detroit in 1885, was also a native of the Empire state and for

some time engaged in the insurance business with the Traders Insurance Company

of Chicago. He married Mary Charlotte Lemon, a daughter of Colonel Lemon, who

commanded a New York regiment in the Revolutionary war. 




Bruce Whitney obtained his early

education in the public schools of Waukegan, Illinois, the family home being

there established during his youth. He was graduated from the high school and

started out in the business world by entering the employ of the Mutual Life

Insurance Company of New York, occupying the position of bookkeeper in the

Detroit office. On leaving Detroit he removed to Milwaukee in 1893, continuing,

however, with the Mutual Life Insurance Company, which he still represents.

Here he became office manager and occupied that position until 1900, when he

was made manager at Peoria, Illinois, his territory covering all Illinois

outside of Chicago. There he remained for about eight months when he was made

assistant superintendent of agencies for the same company in New York city,

continuing his residence in the east for two years. He was next appointed to

the position of manager for Wisconsin in 1903 and has remained in this position

of trust and responsibility throughout the intervening period of eighteen

years. For about two or three years from 1897 to 1899, he was also engaged in

reporting dramatic work for the Milwaukee Sentinel, but has always continued in

the insurance business and has made notable progress in this field. His work

has been particularly resultant, the company benefiting much by his labors and

the business of the corporation has more than quadrupled under his management

since he was appointed at the head of the interests of the Mutual Life in

Wisconsin. 




On the 27th of August, 1907, Mr.

Whitney was married to Miss Amanda H. Reichow, a daughter of Fred Reichow of

this city, who has been with the Allis-Chalmers Company for thirty years but

was born in Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Whitney have one daughter, June, who is now

in the Lake school at Milwaukee. 




The religious faith of the family is

that of the Episcopal church, their membership being in St. Paul's church. Mr.

Whitney is also a Mason, belonging to Edgewater Lodge, No. 901, A. F. & A.

M., of Chicago. Politically he is a republican but has never been an active

party worker. During the World war, however, he served on the official board of

every drive and did much toward securing the cooperation of Milwaukeeans in all

the aid that the country needed in the prosecution of the war. He belongs to

the Milwaukee Club and the Milwaukee Athletic Club, to the Association of

Commerce and to the Milwaukee Life Underwriters Association, of which he served

as the first president in 1916. His cooperation is recognized as a valuable

asset to any cause which he espouses, for he attacks every duty and task with a

contagious enthusiasm that produces results. At the same time his labors are

most wisely and intelligently directed, his course being marked by steady

progress that ultimately reaches the desired goal. 




 





KLUMB, WILLIAM J. 





 




William J. Klumb, manager of the

North Side Branch of the Second Ward Bank, was born at Elmore, Wisconsin, March

20, 1894, a son of William and Catharine, (Senn) Klumb, who are also natives of

that state, the father devoting his life to merchandising. 




The son, William J. Klumb, was

educated in the country schools and in the public schools of Milwaukee, where

he passed through consecutive grades to the high school. Since starting out in

the business world he has been identified with banking and has made steady

progress through close application, unfaltering energy and fidelity to duty. He

first entered the Second Ward Bank, when that institution occupied its old

quarters. His initial position was that of messenger boy but steadily he worked

up through various positions to that of teller and became utility man of the

North Side Branch. He was next made manager of the North Side Branch on the 1st

of June, 1920, and has since occupied this position. While he is a young man of

but twenty-six years, he is credited with being perfectly competent to

discharge the important and responsible duties that devolve upon him. He has

had long and thorough experience in banking, qualifying him for his present

work and, moreover, he possesses that initiative and enterprise which enables

him to meet every situation with the consciousness and courage that comes from

a right conception of things and a habitual regard for what is best in the

exercise of human activity. 




In September, 1920, Mr. Klumb was

married to Miss Florence Villnow of Milwaukee, and they have many friends in

the city, enjoying the warm regard of all who know them. Mr. Klumb is a member

of the Masonic fraternity, belonging to Palmer Lodge and also has membership in

Prospect Lodge of the Knights of Pythias. He is the secretary of the Upper

Street Commerce Association and he was appointed by Mrs. Pfeil on the committee

through the Milwaukee Association of Commerce, to formulate plans by which to

raise money to purchase the silver service for the cruiser Milwaukee, which was

launched at Tacoma, Washington. He manifests great civic pride and keen

interests in all that pertains to the welfare and upbuilding of Milwaukee and

his labors have been far-reaching and resultant. 




 





BARKOW, WILLIAM F. 





 




William F. Barkow is engaged in the

manufacture of automobile bodies in Milwaukee and his business is the outgrowth

of one of the old-time enterprises of the city, a wagon manufacturing concern

that was established in 1879. Mr. Barkow his always been a resident of

Milwaukee, his birth having here occurred February 10, 1873, his parents being

Herman and Minnie (Schmidt) Barkow, both of whom were natives of Germany. The

mother arrived in Milwaukee in 1858. It was a decade later when Herman Barkow

came to this city and here he established a wagon shop in 1879 at No. 196

Milwaukee street. He began the business in a small way, owing to his limited

capital, but was progressing nicely when the third ward fire occurred and

destroyed his plant. This was in 1892 and his losses were so heavy that he was

again forced to establish his business on a small scale. Gradually, however, he

built up the trade and the nature of the business was changed to meet the

demands along the lines of automobile sales rather than wagons. In 1914 the

business was incorporated under the name of the H. Barkow Company, builders of

automobile bodies, with Herman Barkow as president; William F. Barkow as vice

president; and Fred C. Barkow as secretary and treasurer. Upon the death of

Herman Barkow, October 26, 1919, William F. Barkow became president. Their

plant covers a ground space two hundred and forty by one hundred and twenty

feet and they are enjoying a notable trade, their sales having rapidly

increased year by year. The business is capitalized for one hundred and fifty

thousand dollars and their output is sent to all parts of the United States and

Canada and to various sections of Ihe world through the automobile and truck

manufacturers. 




In the year 1897 Mr. Barkow was

married to Miss Ida Meschke, a daughter of Charles Meschke of Hubbleton,

Wisconsin, and they have become the parents of eight children: Helen, the wife

of A. J. Hess; Hilda; Esther, who has passed away; Walter; Edna; Arthur; Lydia;

and Carl. The religious faith of the family is indicated in their connection

with the Nazareth Lutheran church. 




In politics Mr. Barkow has always

been a republican since age conferred upon him the right of franchise, but the

honors and emoluments of office have had no attraction for him. as he has never

been an aspirant for political preferment. He belongs to the Association of

Commerce and through that agency supports all those forces and plans which make

for public progress and improvement. His cooperation can at all times be

counted upon to promote the public welfare and as a business man he has

contributed in substantial measure to the material development of Milwaukee. 




 





SMITH, THOMAS L. 





 




Thomas L. Smith, one of the

prominent mechanical engineers of Wisconsin, was long identified with

manufacturing interests in Milwaukee, particularly in the metal trades. While

he achieved a large measure of personal success, his labors were of a character

that contributed greatly to the progress and upbuilding of the community. 




Mr. Smith was born in Bolton,

England, on June 6, 1855. His surname was appropriate, as he came of a family

of metal workers, many of whom were employed in the Musgrove Works in Bolton.

Mr. Smith was only four years of age when brought by his parents to Milwaukee,

where his father secured a position in the car repair shop of the Milwaukee

road. His early education was acquired in the parochial school of St. James

Episcopal church. When still a young lad, his parents moved to Watertown,

Wisconsin, where his father operated a machine shop and foundry. In that

establishment Thomas L. Smith learned the machinist's trade, early displaying

marked skill and ingenuity in mechanical matters. In 1873, although he had had

no high school training, he decided to take a collegiate course in mechanical

engineering. He entered Iowa State College at Ames and graduated in 1877 with

the highest scholastic record of any Ames student up to that date, including

fifteen grades for full terms. During his course, he served as one of the

instructors in the college machine shop and earned a sufficient sum to pay his

tuition and meet all the expenses of his college course. Mr. Smith was but

twenty-two years of age when he graduated. Immediately afterward he was

appointed instructor in mathematics and bookkeeping, retaining that position

for several years. He then went to Boston and completed his engineering

education in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. In 1920 Iowa State

College conferred upon him the honorary degree of Doctor of Engineering. 




After leaving college Mr. Smith was

employed several years in the engineering department of the Whitehill Sewing

Machine Company of Milwaukee. He was also identified, at various times, with D.

J. Murray Manufacturing Company of Wausau, Wisconsin, Filer & Stowell

Manufacturing Company, Kempsmith Manufacturing Company, C. J. Smith & Sons

(now A. O. Smith Corporation) and Pawling & Harnischfeger. In the '80s Mr.

Smith undertook his first independent business venture — a machine shop at

Reedsburg, Wisconsin. From a financial standpoint, this enterprise was not

successful but during this period he invented and built the first flexible-arm

woodcarving machine. This invention netted Mr. Smith a profit of only five

million dollars. But that modest sum later became an important factor in

building up several important industries. In 1898-9 he organized and conducted

a school of engineering and mechanical drawing in Milwaukee. While thus engaged

he made the acquaintance of D. W. Cutter of the Northwestern Tile Company, a

firm engaged in the contracting business. Concrete construction was then in its

infancy. It was through Mr. Cutter that Mr. Smith became impressed with the

need for an efficient concrete mixer. In 1899 Mr. Smith invented the Smith

tilting mixer, making a working model of the proposed machine. Its practical

character appealed at once to Mr. Cutter, who agreed to pay the cost of the

first outfit in return for the possession and title to it. Accordingly, the

first tilting mixer was built in 1900, proving to be entirely successful in

both design and construction. Mr. Smith at once took out patents and built

additional models. The first machine was chain driven, mounted on regular wagon

trucks and propelled by a steam engine. The second machine was gear driven and

included several improvements on the first, although the basic idea was

retained. From that time forward the success of Mr. Smith was assured. His

concrete mixer soon became known throughout the world, proving to be a most

efficient machine, not only for mixing concrete but for mixing other materials,

such as the glass batch, core-sand, fertilizers, chemicals and baking powder. 




A contemporary biographer, writing

of his business career from this time forward, has said: "He succeeded in

making an arrangement with Doelger and Kirsten, machinists, whereby his

machines were made on credit, payment being made when he received settlement

from the buyer. In this manner he built up his capital until he had enough

money to organize, with two cousins, the Smith Machine Company, which company

took over the manufacture of the mixers. They started in a small shed but soon

rented larger quarters from the Grant Marble Company. In the meantime Mr. Smith

continued to conduct his own sales and finances under the name of T. L. Smith. 




"Growth was so rapid that in

1905 Mr. Smith organized a corporation known as The T. L. Smith Company, to

handle the sales and finances. Manufacturing was still carried on by the Smith

Machine Company until The T. L. Smith Company took over the Smith Machine

Company and the Wisconsin Foundry Company, a subsidiary company, which had been

furnishing grey iron castings to the Smith Machine Company. Summarizing the

growth of the business, Mr. Smith started in 1900 with a capital of about five

hundred dollars, while in 1921 The T. L. Smith Company had assets of over one

million, two hundred thousand dollars! 




"The T. L. Smith Company

represents only one of Mr. T. L. Smith's successful business ventures. In 1905

Mr. Smith purchased a controlling interest in the Sterling Wheelbarrow Company,

then a small, struggling concern on the verge of bankruptcy. He applied his

energies and ability to that business until it finally developed into the

largest and most successful of all his holdings. The Sterling Wheelbarrow

Company is a veritable monument to the courage, persistence, ability and

steadfastness of purpose of Mr. T. L. Smith. 




"His third important business

venture was in the field of rock and ore crushing machinery. In 1906 he

organized the Smith & Post Company, now the Smith Engineering Works of

Milwaukee. He built a factory and took over the manufacture and sale of

gyratory crushers under the Symons patents. The original machines were not

successful and the concern encountered many difficulties. But year after year

Mr. Smith worked away with this company, improved the product, designed new

models and finally brought it to the point of success. He lived to see this

company on a sound, successful and profitable footing with exceptionally good

prospects for a large and successful future.'' 




Shortly after leaving college Mr.

Smith married Anna A. Shillcox of Watertown, Wisconsin. The union was a long

and happy one. Three sons and one daughter were born to them. Mr. Smith died

April 29, 1921, leaving his three sons to carry forward the enterprises which

he founded. 




Mr. Smith was not only a most

prominent and successful business man but was the possessor of all those

qualities which men most admire in their fellows. He held to high standards and

ideals. No good work of charity or religion sought his aid in vain. He was a

most faithful follower and exemplar of Masonic principles and was equally

consistent as a member of St. James Episcopal church, in which he took a most

active and helpful part, serving for many years as a member of its vestry. He

became one of the early members of the City Club and was a director of the

Milwaukee School of Trades. 




A modern philosopher has said,

"Not the good that comes to us but the good that comes to the world

through us is the measure of our success." Judged by this standard, the

life record of Thomas L. Smith was truly a successful one. He strove mightily

to attain his purpose in business but he always found time to perform his full

duty to his fellowmen. He fully met every obligation that devolved upon him as

a citizen and there was not a Milwaukeean who was not proud to call him friend.

One who knew him well said of him: "There are many men who are successful

in business. There are many who excel in the pursuit of music, art and literature.

There are many who are honest and steadfast, who love their work, their

families and their homes. There are many men who are lovable, kind, generous

and thoughtful. But not often do we find all these virtues combined in one man.

In the character of Thomas L. Smith we find them all — and more." 




 





MULLETT, H. A. 





 




H. A. Mullett, assistant general

manager of the Milwaukee Electric Railway & Light Company of Milwaukee, was

born in Louisville, Kentucky, December 11, 1880, and is a son of Richard B. and

Anna R. (Warren) Mullett, who were natives of Ohio and Kentucky, respectively.

The father for many years devoted his life to mercantile pursuits in Kansas

City, Missouri, removing to that state during the early boyhood of his son. 




It was in the public schools of Kansas

City that H. A. Mullett pursued his early education, while later he attended a

technical school at Terre Haute, Indiana, and was there graduated in 1904 with

the degree of Electrical Engineer. In the same year he became associated with

the Westinghouse Electrical Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and was thus

associated until 1906, when he came to Milwaukee and has since been connected

with the Milwaukee Electric Railway & Light Company, of which he is now the

assistant general manager. His first position was that of assistant to the

superintendent of equipment and later he was advanced to the superintendency of

that department. In 1918 he was made assistant general manager of the company

and is now actively associated with the direction of its affairs. His position

is one of large responsibility and his capability for the office is widely

recognized. 




On the 8th of September, 1909, Mr.

Mullett was married to Miss Lydia Grossenbach, a daughter of George W.

Grossenbach of Milwaukee, the vice president of the Mechanics Insurance

Company, represented at length on another page of this work. To Mr. and Mrs.

Mullett have been born a son and daughter, Howard and Helena, who reside with

their parents in Wauwatosa. Mr. Mullett has always found pleasure in a game of

tennis and has held membership in several tennis clubs. He also belongs to the

Alpha Tau Omega, a college fraternity, is a member of the Milwaukee Association

of Commerce, of the Men's Club of Wauwatosa, of the City Club of Milwaukee and

the Stickney Field Club, maintaining in outdoor pleasures and sports that even

balance to business activity which is so necessary in preventing the

development of one phase of life to the detriment of others. 




 





RADKE, JOHN W. 





 




For the third term John W. Radke is

serving as alderman of the twenty-second ward of Milwaukee and in his

activities for the city is actuated by a public-spirited devotion to the

general good that has been manifest in his support of many progressive measures.

His capability as a business man enables him to assist largely in managing

business affairs for the city, and while seeking to reach high municipal

ideals, he employs the most practical methods in their attainment. He is also

well known in Milwaukee as an undertaker with a large business, having been

active in this field of labor for a decade. 




One of the city's native sons, Mr.

Radke was born September 13, 1886, a son of Richard and Ida (Petersdorf) Radke,

both of whom are natives of Germany. They came with their parents to the United

States in early life — prior to their marriage. The father, however, had served

for three years in the German militia — a compulsory military training for all

young men in that country. Having arrived in the new world, the family made

their way westward to Milwaukee and Richard Radke has been employed by the firm

of Goll & Prank during much of his life. 




John W. Radke was educated in the

public schools of this city and after putting aside his textbooks was employed

as a grocery clerk. He afterwards served for four years in the city fire

department as city fireman and in 1911 he was graduated from the Johnson

College of Embalming and turned his attention to the undertaking business,

opening an establishment at his present location — 4409 Lisbon avenue. Here he

has built up a very, large business as the years have passed. In 1912 he

erected his present building, a two-story brick structure forty-five by one

hundred and twenty feet. In this building he has a well-appointed chapel for

private funerals. He attends all of the undertaker's conventions and keeps

thoroughly informed concerning the most progressive and scientific methods that

have to do with his work. He is a member of the Milwaukee and also of the

Wisconsin State Funeral Directors Association. 




On the 2nd of June. 1908, Mr. Radke

was married to Miss Delia Krause of Milwaukee, and they have become parents of

two children, Annette and John. Fraternally Mr. Radke is connected with the

Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, the Fraternal Order of Eagles and the

Knights of Pythias and is a loyal follower of the teachings and purposes of

these societies. During the World war he took an active part in furthering all

war interests and drives and acted as chairman of the undertakers' group in

promoting the sale of Liberty bonds and in raising funds along other lines. His

political endorsement is given to the republican party and in 1916 he was

elected to the office of alderman from the twenty-second ward and has twice

been reelected to the position, so that he is now serving for the third term.

He is chairman of the waterworks committee and the public acquisition committee

and is doing excellent service in these connections and in fact has been a most

earnest, faithful and effective worker for the good of his ward and for the

city-at large, since called to office. 




 





RIBBE, FRED W. 





 




Fred W. Ribbe, vice president of the

Gugler Lithographic Company, has been identified with this business for

forty-three years, working his way steadily upward from a humble position to

executive office and contributing in large measure to the substantial growth

and progress of the enterprise. His life record indicates something of the

opportunities which Milwaukee offers to her native citizens, and Mr. Ribbe is

numbered among those who have recognized the advantages to be obtained here,

equal to those which can be secured in other sections of the country. The fact

that he has always remained here is also evidence of the attractiveness of

Milwaukee as a place of residence. He was born on the 8th of September, 1859,

his parents being J. F. and Wilhelmina (Luban) Ribbe. The father came to

Wisconsin from Berlin, Germany, in the year 1854 and engaged in merchandising

in Milwaukee, remaining in this city to the time of his demise in 1901. His

widow survived him for more than a decade, passing away in 1912. 




Fred W. Ribbe is indebted to the

public school system of the city for the educational opportunities which he

enjoyed and which qualified him for life's practical and responsible duties.

Starting out in the business world, he served an apprenticeship to the

lithographic and engraving trade in 1875 with the Siefert-Gugler Company and

after completing a four years' term of indenture he joined the Ougler

Lithographic Company, with which he has since continued save for a period of

two years, which he spent in Buffalo, New York. With his return to Milwaukee he

again became associated with the Ougler Lithographic Company and winning

various promotions from time to time was eventually made superintendent in the

year 1912. Eight years later he was elected to executive office, being made

vice president of the company in 1920. The success of his life is attributable

in large part to the fact that he has always continued in the line in which he

embarked as a young tradesman, gaining thorough knowledge of every phase of the

business and developing a skill and ability which could not hope to be obtained

when an individual dissipates his energies over a broad field. There is no

phase of lithography with which Mr. Ribbe is not thoroughly familiar, and he is

therefore able to wisely direct the efforts of those in his employ. 




In 1888, when in Buffalo, New York,

Mr. Ribbe was united in marriage to Miss Louise Kuhm, a daughter of Jacob F.

Kuhm, who come to America about 1840 and conducted an extensive brewing

business at Buffalo. Mr. and Mrs. Ribbe are parents of three children: Roland,

who married Miss Mildred Johnson; Edna, now the wife of Albert Pietsch of

Wauwatosa, Wisconsin; and Alma, now the wife of Henry Mueller of Milwaukee. 




Mr. Ribbe is a member of the

Turnverein but has never become actively associated with clubs or fraternities.

He votes with the republican party and keeps well Informed on the questions and

issues of the day but has never sought nor desired office. His business

activities have claimed the major part of his time and attention, and his

thoroughness and persistency of purpose have constituted the foundation upon

which he has built the superstructure of his success. 




 





FERGUSON, FRANK N. 





 




Frank N. Ferguson, cashier of the

First National Bank of Wauwatosa, has been a lifelong resident of Wisconsin and

has gained a place among the representative and wideawake young business men of

the state. He was born in Waukesha, April 8, 1891, and is a son of Theodore J.

and Emma, (Newman) Ferguson. He pursued his education in the schools of

Wauwatosa following the removal of his family to this place and when his

textbooks were put aside he went to work with his father in the nursery

business. In January, 1919, he entered the First National Bank as a clerk and

winning promotion was at length elected assistant cashier, while in January,

1921, he was elected to the cashiership. It is a very responsible position for

a young man of his years, for he is one of the youngest bank cashiers of the

country. However, he has made a close and thorough study of the banking

business and manifests sound judgment and keen sagacity in the conduct of the

affairs of the institution that come under his control. 




On the 19th of June, 1915, Mr.

Ferguson was married to Miss Gladys Paull of Wauwatosa, and they have become

parents of two sons, Donald S. and Rae G. Mr. Ferguson was identified with all

the war drives and was very active in maintaining those interests which

constituted the support of the soldiers in camp and field. He is a member of

the Men's Club of Wauwatosa and of other organizations that are not only of a

social nature but contribute to the welfare, progress and improvement of the

city. 




 





FINNEGAN, THOMAS P. 





 




Thomas P. Finnegan, assistant secretary

of the company operating under the name of Hackett, Hoff & Thiermann,

Incorporated, was born in Milwaukee, April 25, 1852. His father, Thomas

Finnegan, was a native of Cavan, Ireland, while the mother was born in Kells,

Westmeath, Ireland. They came to the United States in October, 1849, settling

in what was then the third ward of Milwaukee, at the comer of Oneida street and

Juneau place. The father was a landscape gardener and devoted his life to that

business. He was permitted to enjoy his new home, however, for only a brief

period, as he passed away on the 25th of August, 1862. His widow long survived

and died on the 16th of August, 1895. In their family were four sons and four

daughters. 




Thomas P. Finnegan, who was the

fifth in order of birth, pursued his education in the public schools of

Milwaukee to the age of eleven years, when in 1863 he secured work as a cash

boy in the retail dry goods house owned by J. L. Davis. He was not long in

recognizing the fact that industry and perseverance constitute the highway to

success. He worked through the succeeding sixteen years in various positions

and with various firms, each change in his business connections marking a

forward step as the result of his faithfulness, his thoroughness and his

diligence. On the 1st of March, 1879, he was appointed assistant clerk in the

municipal court, a position which he filled until January 1, 1882, when he

became deputy clerk under Julius Meiwinkel, who was then clerk of the court.

Mr. Finnegan continued to occupy the position until 1890, and when Frank E.

Wohler was elected clerk he was continued in the position of deputy, serving

for four years under Mr. Wohler. On the 1st of May, 1894, he became associated

with the firm of Hackett & HofE as manager of their safety deposit

department and in charge of their books. He has been with this firm

continuously since and upon the incorporation of the business in September,

1917, under the style of Hackett, Hoff & Thiermann, Incorporated, Mr.

Finnegan was made assistant secretary, an office which he has since filled. 




On the 1st of May, 1879, Mr.

Finnegan was married in Milwaukee to Miss Margaret T. Hackett, who passed away

April 24, 1908. Their children are: Margaret Theresa; Gertrude, who since 1903

has been a Sister of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Mary Agnes, who is a graduate

registered nurse of St. Mary's Hospital of the class of 1910 and is now with

the city board of health in connection with the school department; Agnes, who

died at the age of twenty-two months; Thomas A., a member of the Jesuit Order,

who is pursuing his theological course in the St. Louis University at St.

Louis, Missouri, and will be ordained to the priesthood in 1923; Bellina A.,

who is a clerk of the board of public works; Francis Anthony, who was ordained

a secular priest in May, 1921, and is now assistant to Father Charles Olsen in

St. Mary's church at Janesville, Wisconsin; Theresa; and Genevieve, who is a

director of the kindergarten at Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 




In politics Mr. Finnegan has always

maintained an independent course, voting according to the dictates of his

judgment rather than of party ties. He has been very prominent in the

upbuilding of the Catholic church and was one of the organizers and for three

years secretary of the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, formerly known as the

Catholic Knights of America. He was secretary of St. John's Cathedral

congregation from 1883 until 1886, when he became a member of Holy Rosary

parish and was elected secretary thereof, while subsequently he was chosen treasurer

and so served until 1920. He was likewise a member of St. John's Cathedral

choir for nine years and has been a member of the Holy Rosary choir for

twenty-one years. He is very fond of music and of reading, turning to these for

rest and recreation, and in years past has devoted much time to church work,

his labors and influence in this connection being marked and vital. 




 





BOORSE, ISAIAH. 





 




Isaiah Boorse, a self-made man whose

life was crowned with success as the result of his thoroughness, persistency of

purpose and undaunted enterprise, was born in Pennsylvania in 1855 and spent

much of his life in Milwaukee, where he passed away on the 2nd of January,

1915. For more than two decades he had been a director and the superintendent

of the National Straw Works, the largest hat manufacturing enterprise in the

city. His parents were Daniel and Rachel (Rasor) Boorse, who came to Milwaukee

in the year 1855. The father was a stock dealer, buying and selling horses,

cattle, sheep and hogs for many years, developing a business of substantial

proportions along that line. The family of Daniel Boorse numbered six children,

three sons and three daughters: Mary, now deceased; Emma, the wife of I. V.

Bomdt; J. R., who is residing in Colorado; Henry, Isaiah and Clara, all of whom

have passed away. 




Isaiah Boorse obtained his education

in the public schools and in the Spencerian Business College of this city, after

which he initiated his business career by entering the employ of the Slocum Hat

Company, with which firm he remained until it was dissolved. After the affairs

of the Slocum Hat Company were closed, Mr. Boorse together with the majority of

the stockholders in the old firm organized the National Straw Works, of which

he was given full charge, becoming manager and one of the heavy stockholders in

the plant. As the years passed this enterprise developed into the largest hat

factory in the city of Milwaukee. For twenty years he remained active in the

conduct and management of the business and his labors found tangible expression

in the continued growth and success of the enterprise, which became one of the

important productive . industries and manufacturing interests of the city. 




On the 2nd of November, 1880, Mr.

Boorse was married to Miss Clara Willett, a daughter of John and Elizabeth Willett

of Pox Lake, Wisconsin. Their marriage was blessed with five children but only

one daughter is now living, Jessica, who is the wife of Hampton H. Thomas,

assistant manager of the Fidelity Deposit Company of Maryland, and they have

one daughter, Jessica Lee. The son, Arthur Lee, who was a member of the naval

reserve in the World war, was killed in action in a seaplane accident at Brest,

France. He was born in 1892 and was graduated from the East Side high school of

Milwaukee, after which he attended the University of Wisconsin at Madison. When

war was declared he entered the Curtis School of Aviation at Newport News, Virginia,

and after finishing the course he enlisted in the Naval Reserve Corps on the

1st of June, 1917. Immediately upon the receipt of his diploma he entered that

branch of the service. He was one of the first to fly from the naval base at

Hampton Roads. He sailed on the 7th of March, 1918, for France and was in two

training schools in that country, being one of the first naval officers to

train with the American officers on the large bombing machines. He was

afterward transferred to Brest, France, where he was flying in seaplanes for

several months. Ensign Boorse met his death in a seaplane accident at Brest at

two o'clock in the afternoon on the 21st of August, 1918. He had been married

in 1916 to Miss Evelyn Glass, a daughter of Frank P. Glass, editor of the

Birmingham News of Birmingham, Alabama, and president of the American Newspaper

Publishers Association. Ensign Boorse and his wife had one child, Evelyn. 




Fraternally Isaiah Boorse was a

Mason of high rank, having attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish

Rite. He was a member of the Old Settlers Club and greatly enjoyed the meetings

of that organization. Isaiah Boorse spent practically his entire life here, for

he was but an infant when brought to Wisconsin. In the years that followed he

took active interest in all that had to do with the city's growth and

development and his enterprise was manifest not only in business affairs but in

public relations as well. Thus it was that his death was the occasion of deep

regret because of his worth as a man and as a citizen. 




 





CLEVELAND, FRANK. 





 




Frank Cleveland is actively

associated with the study of problems which have to do with organized efforts

for city development. 




He is now the secretary-manager of

the bureau of conventions of the Milwaukee Association of Commerce and is also

secretary-manager of the advertising council of the association. He is

constantly alert to any opportunity that is offered for the city's improvement,

the extension of its trade relations and the maintenance of its civic standards.

His labors are constituting an important element in the promotion of public

welfare. 




Mr. Cleveland was born in a lumber

camp on the headwaters of the west branch of the Muskegon river in Missaukee

county, Michigan, February 2, 1877, and is a son of Charles L. and Sarah A.

(Underbill) Cleveland, both of whom were natives of New York and both

representatives of early colonial families. The progenitor of the Cleveland

family in the new world came to America in 1635, while the Underbill family was

founded in America a few years later, both families settling in Boston,

Massachusetts. Their representatives participated in the early wars of the

country. General Moses Cleveland being a soldier of the American Revolution. He

removed westward, becoming the founder of the city of Cleveland, Ohio. 




Charles L. Cleveland, father of

Frank Cleveland, was a lumberman, sawmill man and a master mechanic. In his

youth he came west to follow his chosen vocation and subsequently engaged in

the lumber business. He has been a resident of Michigan since 1868 and is now

seventy-nine years of age, yet is hale and hearty. 




Frank Cleveland attended the high

school at Bellaire, Michigan, and afterward became a student in the University

of Michigan at Ann Arbor, where he prepared for teaching and for journalistic

work. After leaving college he engaged in the newspaper business and has gone

through the whole curriculum of newspaper activity and advertising. For nine

years he was in the editorial department and for six years in the advertising

department, being connected with the Chicago Record-Herald, the Milwaukee

Sentinel, the Old Evening Wisconsin, and later the Milwaukee Journal. He came

to this city on the 5th of April, 1910, and after a number of years of active

identification with newspaper publications he became connected with the

Milwaukee Association of Commerce on the 1st of June, 1918. He has since been

identified with the organization and has built up the convention bureau and

organized the advertising council. He has done most effective and resultant

work in these connections, the city greatly benefiting by his labors. 




Mr. Cleveland volunteered his

services for the Spanish-American war and the experiences of his life have been

interesting and daring. He deserves great credit for what he has accomplished,

for he earned all the money to put himself through school by working in the

lumber woods and mills, being employed in some of the largest camps of the

country. He never lived in a town that had a railroad until he was fifteen

years of age and when but fourteen years of age he was driving a team in the

lumber woods. He may well be proud of his record, which indicates the elemental

strength of his character and his developing capacity, bringing him to a point

among the forceful and resourceful business men and representatives of the

Cream city. 




Fraternally Mr. Cleveland is connected

with the Masons, Knights of Pythias and the Elks and he belongs to the Kiwanis

Club, the City Club and the Press Club. He has always greatly enjoyed music and

athletics. He had two years of conservatory training in music and, as an

avocation, played in some of the best bands of the country and in two

regimental bands. He taught school for a short time, but found that he could

not make money enough to satisfy himself in that profession and did not resume

teaching after completing his university course. Turning to Journalism it

proved the initial step that has brought him to his present responsible

position. He has been a close and constant student in the school of experience

and has learned many valuable lessons which he has put to practical account in

the advancement of his own and of public interests. 




 





PATEK, MARK L. 





 




In a history of business enterprise

in Milwaukee mention should be made of Mark L. Patek, who for a long period was

prominently associated with commercial activity here. He was born in this city

in 1864, his parents being Gottlieb and Elizabeth (Hirschberg) Patek, both of

whom were natives of Austria. Attracted by the opportunities of the new world

they came to the United States about 1850 and immediately made their way to

Milwaukee, where the family home was established. For an extended period the

father engaged in the business of handling net and twine. He had reached a ripe

old age when in 1915 he was called to his final rest, having at that time

passed the eighty-fourth milestone on life's journey. His wife died several

years before. 




Mark L. Patek was the eldest in

their family of four children. He enjoyed the educational advantages offered by

the public schools and afterward became a student in the University of

Wisconsin, from which in due course of time he was graduated. He received his

initial business training under his father's direction and for some time was

engaged in the net and twine business, but eventually became associated with

his younger brother, George W. Patek, in organizing the firm of Patek Brothers

for the manufacture of paints and the jobbing of plate and window glass. While

they started out in a modest way their patronage developed rapidly and it was

not long before they were compelled to seek more commodious quarters, in order

to meet the growing demand for their products. It was in 1916 that they removed

to Water street, where they secured a large building with extensive storage and

warehouse facilities. Mark L. Patek concentrated his efforts and attention in

very large measure upon the development of the trade and was an important

factor in the steady and substantial growth of the business, with which he

continued his connection to the time of his demise. 




Mr. Patek was united in marriage to

Miss Retta Shroder, a daughter of Judge Shroder of Cincinnati, Ohio, and they

became the parents of two sons: John, born in 1902, who is now in his twentieth

year; and Richard, born in 1905. who is in his seventeenth year. The family

circle was broken by the hand of death in 1920, the husband and father

departing this life on the 6th of October. He had long been a faithful follower

of the Masonic fraternity and was well known as a member of the University Club

and other prominent social organizations. The sterling worth of his character

was attested by all who had business relations with him or came within the

close circle of his friendship. He had always lived in Milwaukee and his life

ever measured up to high and creditable standards, so that his passing was a

matter of deep regret to many friends as well as to his immediate family. 




 





PATEK, GEORGE W. 





 




George W. Patek has for twenty-six

years been an active factor in the business development of Milwaukee as a

member of the firm of Patek Brothers, manufacturers of paints and jobbers of

plate and window glass, their business being conducted at Nos. 232 to 238 East

Water street. Mr. Patek is a native son of Milwaukee, his birth having occurred

in October. 1867, his parents being Gottlieb and Elizabeth (Hirschberg) Patek,

both of whom were natives of Austria. They came to the United States about the

year 1850 and settled in Milwaukee, where the father was engaged in the net and

twine business for a number of years. He departed this life in 1915, at the

advanced age of eighty-four years, having tor several years survived his wife.

They were the parents of four children, namely: Mark L., who died October 6,

1920; Mrs. Philip Ettenheim of Milwaukee; George W., of this review; and Dr. A.

J. Patek, also of this city. 




George W. Patek, spending his

youthful days under the parental roof, attended the public schools and also a

private school of this city and when his textbooks were put aside he engaged in

the carpet business. He has thus long been an active figure in the commercial

circles of the city and when he at length severed his connection with these

mercantile lines he turned to his present business, becoming associated with

his elder brother, Mark L. Patek, in organizing the firm of Patek Brothers in

1895. Their first location was at 319 East Water street, where they started in

a small way, but their business grew very rapidly, forcing them soon to seek

larger quarters and better facilities. They removed to their present location

at No. 232 to 238 East Water street in 1916, where a large building is utilized

in the conduct of their business. They have an extensive storage warehouse and

the factory of the firm is one of the most thoroughly modem and up-to-date of

the kind in this part of the country, while they have the finest offices of any

paint company in the west. Their trade reaches out all over the country except

to the Pacific coast district and their brand of paint is well established.

They manufacture a high grade product and in addition to selling paints they

are extensive jobbers of plate and window glass. Since the removal to the

present location the business has increased in very notable and gratifying

measure. 




On the 24th of February, 1896,

George W. Patek was married to Miss Pearl Cohen of Milwaukee, and they have a

daughter, Gertrude, who is a graduate of Girton College. Mr. Patek is a member

of the Woodlawn Country Club, also of the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the

Wisconsin Club, the Rotary Club and the City Club. He also belongs to the

Masonic fraternity and loyally follows the teachings and purposes of the craft.






 





BREITBACH, GEORGE F. 





 




Numbered among the capable and

energetic business men of South Milwaukee is George F. Breitbach, an automobile

dealer who has built up an extensive trade, his methods at all times in keeping

with the progressiveness that is the dominating factor in business life today.

He was born in South Dakota, July 4, 1884, and is a son of George and Elizabeth

(Willman) Breitbach. The father, a native of Germany, came to the United States

with his parents about 1879 and settled in South Dakota, where the family took

up a claim. In this country he married Elizabeth Willman, a native of New York.

In 1890 they removed to Milwaukee and in 1892 became residents of South

Milwaukee, where Mr. Breitbach conducted business as a carpenter and

contractor. He died in the year 1913. The mother is still living in South

Milwaukee. 




George F. Breitbach pursued his

education in the public schools of Milwaukee and of South Milwaukee and also

attended the McDonald Business College for a year. He has enjoyed varied

experience in life and in that school has learned many valuable lessons. In early

days he carried newspapers in South Milwaukee while still a schoolboy and he

afterward worked for W. W. Wallis in a pawnbroker's shop in Milwaukee. There he

obtained a valuable experience in the study of human nature and learned to

Judge readily the character of the individual with whom he came into contact.

He continued in that position for eighteen months and then became associated

with E. C. Reed in a meat market in South Milwaukee. Later he took a trip

through the west and upon his return entered the employ of the United States

Glue Company at Carrollville. Wisconsin, while afterward he became an employee

of the T. M. & E. Railway & Light Company in the power house, where he

continued for three years. On the expiration of that period he removed to

Stevens Point, Wisconsin, as engineer of the State Normal School but after some

time returned to South Milwaukee and began working in the machine shop of the

Bucyrus Company. While thus employed he took up insurance as a side line and on

the 15th of October, 1915, he signed a contract with the Buick Automobile

Company and has since represented this car in the sales line. He started with a

three-car contract for one year and in 1921 contracted for one hundred and

twenty-five cars, his sales covering a large territory, taking in all of the

small towns around Milwaukee. On the 1st of March, 1919, he secured a Chevrolet

contract and from that date to August 1, 1919, delivered one hundred and eight

cars and canceled sixty contracts, due to the Buick making an exclusive

contract for the handling of their cars. During 1919 Mr. Breitbach sold over

three hundred Buick and Chevrolet cars. He has two salesmen employed all of the

time and is rapidly building up his business. In 1916 he erected a modern

building and in 1917 built an addition thereto. On the 11th of December, 1917,

however, this building and its contents were destroyed by fire, burning to the

ground, amounting to a big loss for Mr. Breitbach. In the spring of 1918 he

erected another building, sixty by ninety feet, a brick structure which is

equipped with all modern conveniences for the conduct of a business of this

character. He also has a storehouse on Tenth avenue and another building in

Wauwatosa. 




On the 6th of February, 1915, Mr.

Breitbach was married to Miss Margaret Haley of South Milwaukee, and they have

a family of seven children: Margaret, Raymond, Eleanor, Francis, Catharine,

Dorothy and George. The family residence is at 1218 Michigan avenue in South

Milwaukee. Mr. Breitbach takes no interest in politics or in social life in the

usually accepted sense of the term. His whole interest centers in his business

and he is truly a self-made man in the best sense of that term. Concentration,

close application and determination have been the definite and salient factors

in his life work and have bought him a substantial measure of prosperity. 
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