
		
		[image: cover.jpg]
		



[image: image]




CONTENT

The Awe of the Two Natures and Miracles of Christ Jesus

Dedication

 1. Preface

 2. Rationale

 3. Acknowledgements

 4. Aim

 5. Book structure



 6. PART ONE: The two natures of Christ Jesus

 7. Chapter 1: Introduction

(I). Background

(II). The Patristic Period (100–700AD)

(a). Early contribution: from Justin Martyr to Origen

(b). The Arian controversy

(c). The Alexandrian School

(d). The Antiochene school

(III). Christological models: classic and contemporary

(IV). The revelational presence of God in Christ

(V). Christ as a symbolic presence of God

(VI). Christ as the bearer of the Holy Spirit



 8. Chapter 2: The baptism of Jesus: divinity and humanity


(I). Introduction

(II). Significance of the baptism

(a). Humanity

(b). Divinity

(c). Saint Augustine’s statement of Trinitarian faith



 9. Chapter 3: The temptation of Jesus: divinity and humanity 


(I). Introduction

(II). First temptation

(III). Significance of the first temptation

(IV). Second temptation

(V). Third temptation


10. Chapter 4: Categories of temptation

(I). Introduction

(II). Divine to human: God tests his people

(a). Abraham tested

(b). God tested the Israelites


(III). Devil to human: Satan tempts God’s people

(a). Job’s first temptation

(b). Job’s second temptation


(IV). Human to human: humankind tests its fellow human beings

(V). The two natures: New Testament perspective


		


11. PART TWO: The healing miracles of Christ Jesus

12. Chapter 5: The healing miracles

(I). Introduction

(II). Miraculous

(III). Purpose of miraculous healing

(IV). Healing: its author

(V). Miraculous healing: Old Testament perspective



13. Section one: Sight to the blind

14. Chapter 6: The two blind men

(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). The miracle

(IV). Significance


15. Chapter 7: Man blind, mute and possessed


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Demons: Biblical evidence

(IV). Demon-possession

(V). The miracle

(VI). Malicious charge

(VII). Divine refutation of charge

(a). Absurdity of the charge

(b). Inconsistency of the charge

(c). Obscurity of the charge


(VIII). Unpardonable sin

(IX). Exposure of wickedness



16. Chapter 8: Two blind men received their sight or blind Bartimaeus receives his sight or a blind beggar receives his sight.

(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). The ancient city of Jericho

(IV). Facts about blindness

(V). Their wretched condition

(VI). Their compounded difficulty

(VII). Their commendable persistence

(VIII). Marvellous beatitudes

(IX). Conclusion


17. Chapter 9: The blind man at bethsaida

(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Healing process

(IV). The miracle

(V). Criticism of healing method


18. Chapter 10: Healing of a man born blind

(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose of the miracle

(III). Analysis: the miracle

(IV). Personal sins (?)

(V). Amazing sight restoration

(VI). Outcome of healing


19. Section two: Power over demons

(I). Introduction

(II). Demon and demon-possession

(III). Demon-possessed


20. Chapter 11: Healing of two demon-possessed men or healing of a demon-possessed man


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose of the miracle

(III). Chapter formation

(a). The Condition of the demon-possessed man when he met Christ Jesus


(IV). The moment of the miracle

(V). The aftermath of the miracle

(VI). Request of the cured man


21. Chapter 12: Man, mute and demon-possessed


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose of the miracle

(III). The miracle


22. Chapter 13: The healing of a boy with a demon or the healing of a boy with an evil spirit

(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose of the miracle

(III). Prelude to the miracle

(IV). The turning point

(V). The moment of healing

(VI). The disciples’ soberness


23. Chapter 14: Jesus drives out an evil spirit


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose of the miracle

(III). Prelude to the miracle

(IV). The miracle

(V). The miracle

(VI). Threefold ministries




24. Chapter 15: The healing of a deaf and mute man


(I). Introduction

(II). Deaf-mute: Biblical background

(a) Old Testament

(b) New Testament


(III). Purpose of miracle



(IV). The moment of healing

(V). The outcome

(VI). Conclusion


25. Section three: Cleansing leprosy

(I). Introduction

(II). Old Testament perspective

(III). New Testament perspective


26. Chapter 16: A man with leprosy


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Prelude to miracle

(IV). The healing moment

(V). “Be clean!”

(VI). The fountain of the blood pond



27. Chapter 17: Ten men with leprosy


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Background

(IV). The divine healing

(V). Cleansing confirmed

(VI). Praise God!



28. Section four: Healing of officials’ relatives

(I). Purpose of section four


29. Chapter 18: The faith of the centurion or the Roman centurion’s servant


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Hope for recovery

(IV). The elders’ commendation

(V). Supremacy of Christ Jesus

(VI). The power of God’s words

(VII). Christ Jesus’ authority

(VIII). The healing moment


30. Chapter 19: A royal official’s son at capernaum


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Faith of the royal official



(IV). Wonder

(V). The healing moment

(VI). Healing confirmed

(VII). Significance


31. Chapter 20: Healing of the ear of the high priest’s servant

(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Jesus’ arrest

(IV). Divine release

(V). The healing

(VI). Jesus condemns violence


32. Section five: Healing miracle on women



33. Chapter 21: Healing of peter’s mother-in-law


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Healing analysis



34. Chapter 22: Healing of a bleeding woman


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Condition of the woman

(IV). Faith of the woman

(V). The healing

(VI). Conclusion


35. Chapter 23: Healing of a woman’s daughter or faith of a Canaanite woman or faith of the Syro-Phoenician woman

(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Chronicle of the incident

(IV). Dialogue

(V). Procrastination is not prohibition

(a). Old Testament

(b). New Testament


(VI). Faith

(VII). Moment of healing


36. Chapter 24: Healing of a crippled woman on the sabbath


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Conditions of the woman

(IV). The healing

(V). Ungodly criticism

(VI). Divine response to criticism


37. Section six: Heterogeneous healing miracles



38. Chapter 25: A man with a shrivelled hand


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Sabbath controversy

(IV). The healing processes

(V). The healing

(VI). Plot to kill Jesus


39. Chapter 26: Man with dropsy


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). The invitation

(IV). The healing

(V). Spiritual healing

(VI). Healing of sins


40. Chapter 27: Sick man, pool at bethesda


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Healing analysis

(IV). The man’s condition

(V). Sabbath healing controversy

(VI). Spiritual healing


41. Chapter 28: Jesus heals a paralytic


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Faith in action

(IV). Jesus, the forgiver of sins

(V). The healing

(VI). The outcome


42. Section seven: Mass healing of various diseases



43. Chapter 29: Jesus heals many


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). The healing


44. Chapter 30: Jesus heals the sick


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). The healing


45. Chapter 31: Mass healing of various diseases


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). The healing

(IV). Outcome


46. Chapter 32: False healers

(I). Introduction

(II). Warning of falsehood

(III). Exposure of false healing


		


47. PART THREE: Command over the forces of nature

(I). Introduction

(II). Nature


48. Chapter 33: Catch of fish


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Divine order

(IV). Omniscient Christ Jesus

(V). Miraculous catch of fish

(VI). Christ Jesus’ ineffable majesty

(VII). Christ Jesus’ sagacious mission-centredness

(VIII). Conclusion


49. Chapter 34: Coin in the fish’s mouth


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). The temple tax protagonists

(IV). Penetrating divine knowledge of Christ Jesus



(V). Miraculous coin in the fish’s mouth

(VI). Origin of the temple tax

(VII). Reasons for payment of the temple tax

(VIII). Conclusion


50. Chapter 35: Another catch of fish and miraculous meal (post-resurrection)


(I). Introduction

(II). Appearance

(III). Purpose

(IV). Opinion on Peter

(V). Fishing expedition

(VI). Miraculous catch of fish

(VII). The miraculous breakfast


51. Chapter 36: Jesus calms the storm


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Preamble

(IV). Furious storm or squall

(V). Desperate outcry

(VI). Astonishing miracle (total calmness)

(VII). Faith of the disciples

(VIII). Christological dynamic



(IX). Belief in Christ Jesus

(X). Significance


52. Chapter 37: Jesus walks on the water


(I). Introduction

(II). Crossing the Red Sea

(III). Crossing the River Jordan

(IV). Purpose

(V). The Disciples without Jesus

(VI). The miracle

(VII). Peter walked on water

(VIII). Peter’s little faith (?)

(IX). The town hall on fire


53. Chapter 38: Jesus changes water to wine


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Wine and strong drink

(a) Old Testament perspective

(b) New Testament perspective


(IV). Analysis of the miracle

(V). The miracle

(VI). The divine nature of Christ Jesus


54. Chapter 39: Jesus feeds the five thousand


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Rest needed

(IV). Rest curtailed

(V). The Compassionate God Christ Jesus

(VI). Concern of the disciples

(VII). Responsibility for the disciples

(VIII). The miracle

(IX). The leftover

(X). Significance


55. Chapter 40: Jesus feeds the four thousand


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). The compassionate God Christ Jesus

(IV). Kingdom-minded responsibility

(V). The miracle

(VI). No going hungry


56. Chapter 41: Cursing of the fig tree


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Fig tree

(IV). The two natures of Christ Jesus

(V). The miracle

(VI). Faith and prayer

(VII). Definition of faith

(VIII). Meaning of faith

(IX). Truth of faith

(X). Augustine and faith

(XI). Faith and belief

(XII). Prayer

(XIII). Significance

(XIV). Conclusion



57. PART FOUR: Bringing the dead back to life

(I). Introduction

(II). Types of dead

(III). Dead: Biblical perspective

(IV). Viewpoint of Death and Life

(V). Victory over death





58. Chapter 42: Restoration of life to Jairus’ daughter


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Jairus’ noble and humble character

(IV). Interruption is not impediment

(V). Proof of the girl’s death

(VI). Peter, James and John

(VII). Professional mourners

(VIII). The miracle

(IX). Why prohibition?

(X). Significance of the miracle


59. Chapter 43: Raising of the widow’s son at nain


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). God’s providential plan

(IV). Christ Jesus: the centre

(V). The miracle

(VI). Significance

(VII). “Don’t Cry!”


60. Chapter 44: Raising of Lazarus


(I). Introduction

(II). Purpose

(III). Main parts

(a). Sickness, death of Lazarus and Jesus’ procrastination 

(b). Jesus comforts Martha and Mary

(c). The miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead

(IV). Ramifications

(V). Epilogue


61. Summary of chapters of miracles

62. References

		

Copyright


THE AWE OF THE TWO NATURES AND MIRACLES OF CHRIST JESUS

Jesus wept.

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave cloths and let him go” (Jn.11: 35, 43–44).

DR IBIM ALFRED


TO MY WIFE, SAMBA ALFRED


1. Preface

Why did God leave his heavenly, glorious sin-free Kingdom and humbly descend to this sinful earth and become a man in order to set free a sinner like me? This divine question has occupied the centre of my whole being and boggled me for half a century, since the Godman set me free from my sins and wrought salvation for me. As I write this book, I confess that I do not have the whole answer to my question, not even an infinitesimal fraction of an answer. But one thing I am sure of is that Godself will unfold for me when I see him face to face some day.

It is saintly true that I am not the only person to have received this beatitude from God, who became man mainly to set humanity free from sin and to work salvation. Since “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14) more than two millennia ago, multitudes of sinners have been transformed from their carnal and sinful natural nature and have become heavenly saints. God exclusively had a divine agenda of salvation for humanity after Adam and Eve plunged into the sin of disobedience (Ge. 3:6), and the sole means to implement this was Godself, who became man in Christ Jesus.

The Christian doctrine of the person of Christ sets out to explore why the Church of Christ believes that the little piece of human history called Jesus of Nazareth holds the key to the divine nature of God and human destiny. The ageless Christian chronicle of the significance of Jesus of Nazareth is set in terms of the concept of the incarnation and the doctrine of the two natures of Christ-divine and humanity. This awe of the two natures is fundamental to the Christian faith, and it is upon this divine two-natures formula – namely, that Jesus was truly divine and truly human – that the Church of Christ irrevocably and irreversibly stands.

This awesome and wonderful two natures of Christ Jesus has been revealed and manifested throughout his mystery mission of salvation, especially in his mighty and marvellous miracles which he performed divinely. All in all, the two natures were manifested at the climax of his ministry in ‘The Transfiguration’ story (Mt.17:1–8; Mk. 9:2–8; Lk. 9:28–36) and in bringing the dead Lazarus back to life (Jn. 11:1–44).

The two combined natures of Jesus is the mystery of all mysteries of God, which has wrought all the glorious miracles including forgiveness of sins and has brought salvation for multitudes of sinners of which I am the chief.

It is this mystery of the two natures of Jesus (without which there is no salvation) which I want to share with you in this book. If you have already received the divine lifeline in Christ Jesus, I want to remind you that this became possible because of the two natures of Jesus. On the other hand, if you have not yet received redemption in Christ Jesus, my candid and wholehearted prayer is that as you read this book, The Awe of the Two Natures and Miracles of Christ Jesus, you may then receive the saving grace of the Godman who is the bringer of eternal life to as many of those who believe in his name (Jn. 1:12–13).


2. Rationale

The awe of the two natures of Christ Jesus is the beginning of the divine action that God took to work salvation for humanity in Christ Jesus at the fullness of time, “at the right time” (Ro. 5:6). I call the two natures “awe” because I am mystified and cannot fathom and comprehend these two natures (truly divine and truly human) of Godself, who became man in Jesus of Nazareth more than two millennia ago. About half a century ago this same Jesus called me and revealed himself to me, asked me to follow him and said to me, “I have forgiven and forgotten all your multitudes of sins.” He also assured me of his divine, omnipotent security and protection, and practically demonstrated this in my vision, which is very vivid and alive in me as if the vision took place just the previous day. Since then, my life has been positively turned upside up heavenwards to the celestial city of God, while journeying through this earthly city as a foreigner and pilgrim on a daily basis. I have struggled for 50 years, and it is likely that this spiritual labour will continue for the rest of my life to find an answer to why Christ pronounced forgiveness of my sins and assured me of my salvation not as a sinner but as a saved child of God.

Dear child of the Godman, you may say inwardly that Ibim, you are not the only one who has been wonderfully blessed and highly favoured by Christ Jesus. You may also say that you are more wonderfully blessed in all phases of life than me. If this is divinely true about you then give praise and shout hallelujah to your God Christ Jesus who was, who is and who will be forever and ever!

But why have all these heavenly beatitudes, which lead to eternal salvation, not come through in any other human being other than Christ Jesus?

In the following paragraphs I will rely on the Holy Spirit of God to take saintly control of me and lead me to answer this question and to unveil the rationale of this book.

Christ the Messiah or the Anointed One of Yahweh became the manifestation of God the Creator of the universe on earth in the body of Jesus. The Christian faith, belief and doctrine of the person of Christ the Messiah sets out to examine why the first-century Church believed that the little piece of human account known as “Jesus of Nazareth” holds the mysterious key to the awesome nature of God and human destiny. The ancient Christian Church chronicle of the significance of Jesus of Nazareth stands on the solid rock of the concept of the “incarnation” and the dogma of the two natures of Christ Jesus – divine and human.

There was no iota of doubt in the minds of the first-century disciples of Jesus, or the four gospel writers, or Paul and other writers of the epistles and all the first-century Jewish Christians that he was truly human like themselves.

However, all of them were compelled by the indwelling Holy Spirit, which prompted them to draw a heavenly, unequivocal, irreversible and irrevocable conclusion that Jesus was more than an ordinary human being because there was a divine being in him who was greater and more powerful than himself. Hence, while Jesus was in human form with his disciples, he was rightly and saintly appropriated as “a teacher who has come from God” (Jn. 3:2), “Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt. 16:16) and “my Lord and my God” (Jn. 20:28). The early disciples of Jesus knew that he offered access to God the Yahweh of Israel, by making God known and making God available to all those who have faith and believe in his name1.

By the end of the fourth century, the Church of Christ had decided that the only acceptable way to describe Jesus of Nazareth was to use what has come to be known as the two-natures formula – namely that Jesus is “truly divine and truly human”. Yes, upon this celestial faith and belief, the Church of Christ has ever stood and is still standing and will stand until the Second Advent of Christ himself. The term “truly divine and truly human” is often referred to as the “Chalcedonian Definition” as it was fully set out by the Council of Chalcedon in 451 (which will be cited in full in the appropriate place in this book).

It is of vital importance to note that, although the two-natures formula – namely Jesus was “truly divine and truly human” – was officially and formally formulated in the fourth century, this does not mean that it was not there in the four gospels and the apostolic epistles of the New Testament.

By the end of the first century all the Scriptures in the New Testament had been completed and the two natures of Jesus-Godman had already been implicitly incorporated in the gospels of the New Testament. The first-century Jewish disciples of Jesus knew that he was the Christ or that Christ was in Jesus who is divine, as Peter confessed and acknowledged: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt. 16:16). Matthew’s record of the confession of Peter is fuller than the statement recorded by Mark, who stated: “You are the Christ” (Mk 8:29) and the words recorded by Luke: “The Christ of God” (Lk 9:20).

The main point I am making is that both the divine and human natures of Jesus had been identified by the first-century disciples even in his lifetime more than 400 years earlier, before the Chalcedonian Definition in 451. All three synoptic writers recorded Peter’s confession of Christ and the emphasis is centred on the One and Only heavenly name which is Christ.

Christ is the predicted deliverer (the Messiah), a divine being who the Yahweh people of Israel had been waiting for centuries, and this expectation came at the fullness of time especially in the lifetime of Jesus. They expected the Christ to be omnipotent and to save them from harsh social and economic conditions, and to be of more importance and significance so that they could regain their religious liberty and freedom from Imperial Rome, which had become the watchdog of the Jerusalem Temple.

The Bible is full of descriptions, names and titles of Christ that can be traced from Genesis to Malachi in the Old Testament and from Matthew to Revelation in the New Testament. Please spend your devotion or prayer time on searching for some of these Scriptures and read, examine and analyse them in individual or group Bible study.

The divine name “Christ” is of fundamental importance to the Christian faith and belief, and of course to Jesus himself in his earthly mystery mission of salvation. Jesus, who was truly God and truly human, knew that there was God in his inner being who was not known to the crowd that followed him on a daily basis, and who had not been revealed even to the 12 closest disciples to him. At the pinnacle, and at the same time as the beginning of the end of his earthly mission, and before his death on the cross as a suffering God, and before his ultimate, glorious resurrection as a sovereign God, Jesus Himself wanted to make a divine distinction between “Jesus” and “Christ”. Jesus wanted to bring to the fore the pre-eminence and pre-existence of Christ (note not Jesus) before the creation of the world2.

The eminence of the two-natures formula – namely Jesus is “truly divine and truly human” – cannot be underestimated in the divine plan of salvation in Christ Jesus.




	
		1 Alister E. McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction. Fourth Edition (Oxford, 2007), 273. 

	

	
		2 For further analyses read Ibim Alfred, The Mystery Mission of Salvation in Christ Jesus (Authorhouse, 2017, 13–17).
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4. Aim

The only aim of writing this book is to unveil how the two natures of Christ Jesus (truly God and truly man or spirit and flesh) performed these awesome miracles as signs that he was the long-awaited Messiah prophesised in the Old Testament and the Saviour of the world. This was made possible by his cruel death on the sinful cross and, above all, by his glorious resurrection, which has brought salvation to all believers in him as confirmed in the New Testament.

These wonderful and mighty miracles will be fully studied, examined and analysed below, including his own marvellous and glorious resurrection. Without the convergence of the divine, and human or spirit and flesh (God and man), there would have been no salvation for human beings. The divine union of God and man in Jesus is not for the salvation of God’s angels in his heavenly Kingdom, as you know that the angels of God do not need salvation because there is no sin in them in heaven; instead it is solely and only for the salvation of the sinful humankind who need to be saved from sin in this sinful world.

This book aims to reach and appeal to all believers in Christ Jesus in all denominations generally, irrespective of differences in dogmas and doctrines. It is also specifically written for church leaders, pastors or clergy men and women, Bible students in higher education, theologians and lecturers.

I think, the design, style, structure and plan of this book are unique and stand out among the many books of a similar subject on the market. This is a bespoke book which is tailored to the requirement of individuals, from the layperson to clergy men and women in the Christian faith. It is an A to Z of the astounding and awesome miracles of Christ Jesus. I have read quite a few Christian books on this subject matter and, frankly, I am not sure if there are books written which have studied, examined, and analysed the two natures and the divine miracles of Christ Jesus in detailed and explanatory way as in this book.

It is of paramount importance to note that this book does not show or teach how to heal or perform miracles. It does not advocate that every sick person who is a believer in Christ Jesus must be divinely and miraculously healed, or in fact that a Christian must not suffer any type of sickness or face problems.

Dear brother or sister of the living Christ Jesus, as you devotedly and religiously read of the mystifying “awe of the two natures” in Christ Jesus, who was truly God and truly Man, may Godself reveal to you his mystical plan of salvation in Christ Jesus. Christ Jesus was the Godman who is the one and only heavenly mediator between the Holy Creator, God, and the sinful creature, mankind. As you read this book, God the Holy Spirit will inspire you and you will receive divine knowledge and an in-depth spiritual understanding of the awesome two natures in Christ Jesus, who wrought salvation for all those who put their trust in him.

Move on and march on boldly on the “Holy Ground” of the amazing two natures of Christ Jesus. Read, study and grow in the knowledge and the presence of the Godman Christ Jesus, who has bestowed unfathomable spiritual blessings and material beatitudes upon all those who wholeheartedly embrace him as their personal Lord and Saviour.

As you read this miraculous performance by Christ Jesus, it is vital to know that the greatest miracle that had ever been performed in the chronicle of humans is the resurrection of God the Son – Christ Jesus himself wrought by God the Father, without whom the miracles of the Christ Jesus would have been null and void.

Read of the awe of the two natures and the miracles of Christ Jesus and understand that both the truly God and truly human natures were very necessary, and that they manifested themselves in perfect and divine synchronisation in harmony.

However, note that it was the truly Godly nature alone that enabled Christ Jesus to perform these wonderful and marvellous miracles, including the greatest and grandest of all – the glorious resurrection. And it was also the same truly divine nature that helped him to carry out his mystery mission of salvation, which has given Eternal Life to you and me.

Therefore, you should endeavour to desire and obtain a Godly nature for yourself, to spiritually help you in your human nature. In fact, as a believer in Christ, I suppose you have already a Godly nature in you.

According to Apostle Peter, “[God’s] divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desire!” (1 Pe. 1:3–4).

Please read, study, examine and analyse the above verses meticulously. Through God’s excellence – internal and external – he has given you great promises. Their nature is suggested in the words of Peter: “Participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desire” (1 Pe. 1:4b).

Note, this does not indicate that as a Christian you become truly divine in any sense, but only that Christ Jesus dwells in you through his Holy Spirit (Jn. 14:16–17). Your humanity and the deity of Christ Jesus as well as your human personality and the divine, remain distinct and separate while you are still on this earth.

It was the truly divine nature of Christ Jesus that helped him to overcome all the corruption, temptation and all the diabolical desires of this world throughout his mystery mission of salvation.

Pray fervently that the same divine power may perpetually remain and be with you for the rest of your earthly journey heavenwards or till the Second Advent of your Lord and God, Christ Jesus. AMEN.

Ungodly Ways to Salvation

There is no atom of doubt that the El Olam is Eternal God, who is omnipotent and omniscient, and that he can choose to do anything at any time and in any place at his own heavenly prerogative, to save human beings from their sins. He can do something out of nothing, as he created the world out of things which did not exist.

In the sub-subject matter, which is salvation, God would have simply stayed in his heavenly sin-free Kingdom and sorted out the mess of the sin of Adam and Eve and all their descendants without sending Christ to be born in Jesus in the world. On the other hand, God would have decided to ignore the sins of human beings which would not have been possible because this would have perpetuated the separation between God and human beings because God is holy, and he would not have allowed human beings to come close to him while they were still in the darkness of sin.

Another unholy alternative would have been for God to forsake human beings and allow them to sort out the mess of sin which was in the first place brought about by human beings. God would have kept aloof and waited for human beings to cleanse themselves of their sins before coming back to him, because it was the sins of Adam and Eve that caused separation between God and human beings. Please note that it was/is impossible for human beings to cleanse themselves of their sins as sin cannot cleanse sin. This is the main reason why human beings have tried countless times to cleanse themselves of their sins, by making thousands of thousands of sacrifices of animals, birds and grains, without success, since the fall of Adam and Eve. It is important to note that, spiritually, the spirits of animals and birds are lower than that of human beings because “God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him, male and female he created them” (Ge. 1:27). Also, animals and birds are not at the same spiritual level because “the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living being” (Ge. 2:7).

The point I am trying to make is that the six days of creation give a more detailed account of the creation of man than of the creatures in the water and the animals and birds on earth, which shows the supremacy of humans over the rest of creation. In fact, “God blessed [Adam and Eve] and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground” (Ge. 1:28). It is therefore unwise and foolish to make sacrifices of fish, birds and animals either for cleansing of sin or appeasement of the so-called gods or deities. And of paramount importance is the fact that it is self-degrading and humiliating for human beings to worship or bow down to such creatures as gods, because it dehumanises the humanised being before the inhuman beings. The writer of Hebrews stated the greatness of “Christ’s Sacrifice Once for All” and, among other vital statements, said “But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins3 ”.

Another ungodly way to salvation would have been for God to make it possible for human beings to reconcile to him through human beings by accepting the blood of humans in human sacrifice. But that would not be realistic because the blood in all human beings in the whole wide world is the same and of equal spiritual level. Therefore, the blood of human beings could not and cannot remove the sins of fellow human beings. There is sin in the vein of every human being that passes through Adam and Eve from the moment they committed the sins of disobedience and there is sin in the blood of every human, and it is impossible for the sin-stained blood of a human to cleanse the sin of another human. Paul in his epistle to the Romans reminded the believers in the Roman Church of the ageless inherent vice of sin and said: “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Ro. 3:23).

If it were possible for human beings to make human sacrifices to God for the redemption of humans, it would involve the killing of fellow human beings. Please, it is very important to note that the El Elyon who is the God Most High never permitted and will never allow human beings to be killed by fellow humans as Adonai the LORD put a holy decretal order not only to the Israel people of God (as Abraham was far away from the arena and stage of region), but also to all humankind and said “And from each man, too I will demand an account for the life of his fellow man” and “whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man” (Ge. 9:5b-6). The Creator God of the people of Israel had divinely put an absolute prohibition on premeditated murder such as the killing by Cain of his brother. In the practice of theocracy in Israel, those guilty of premeditated murder were to be publicly executed by stoning4. God, who created humans, frowns on the shedding of the blood of humans because, by killing a human being, the murderer demonstrates his/her contempt for Godself who created mankind in [God’s] image as well for his/her fellow human beings. This theocratic prohibition on murder is especially important and occupied a strategic position in the guideline in the Holy Law Book in the early and beginning of the history of the God people of Israel. God is overly concerned about the shedding of blood of human beings, so much so that he stated: “You shall not murder”, which is the sixth out of the Ten Commandments (Exo. 20:13). This sixth commandment “You shall not murder” has been incorporated into law books of all the developed and civilised governments of the ancient and modern worlds. In the history of the Jews, human beings had never been used as sacrifices to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. However, there was a case of Jephthah, who made an irrational and ungodly vow to the God of Israel, and to make his vow good he had to kill his one and only daughter and brought wretchedness to both his daughter and himself (Jdg. 11:30–40).

The Godly way for Salvation

In the preceding paragraphs I have tried to postulate a few hypothetical alternatives means God would have used to save human beings from their sins without sending his Son – Christ – the Messiah into the world to be in the body of Jesus. You might have noted that all the postulated alternatives are not holy and creditable solutions to cleansing human beings of their sins and bringing about salvation for humanity.

I stand on a holy ground to state that the one and only way to bring about salvation for human beings was for God the Father to send God the Son from his celestial sin-proof throne to come down to this world that is laden with the heaviest and most dangerous destructive element of sin. The only solution and way out for sin was made possible and real when the convergence (but without fuss) of the Son of God who is Christ the Messiah became flesh in Jesus.

This is the awesomeness of the holy plan of God the Father, which made it possible for Jesus to be described and known as “truly God and truly human”, which I want to unveil to you in this book through the instrumentality of the third person of the Trinity – Holy Spirit. This is the Christ who incarnated and was born as the helpless babe Jesus, which is the wonderful story ever told from the first Christmas Day over two millennia ago.

Let us join Graham Kendrick and worship and adore Christ who “From heaven you came, helpless babe” (MP162).

The holy name, Christ, is the second person of the Trinity (God the Son) who incarnated and took the body of Jesus or rather became Jesus through the virgin birth from the virgin womb of Mary. By descending to this earthly city Christ became a human being like any other member of mankind of the seed of Adam and Eve. This truly God-Christ became truly human-Jesus, and this is the wonder of wonders of the two natures of Christ Jesus.

In the rest of this book, I will fervently search the Holy Bible (mainly the New Testament) to explore and explain this mystery two natures of Christ Jesus. I will analyse the way and manner in which Christ Jesus presented and conducted himself as both God and human when he lived physically for about 33 years (especially in his last three years) in Israel in the land of Palestine.

In the subsequent parts of this book, I will examine whether Christ Jesus lived exclusively as God without any element of human weakness, and if that was the case, I will probe further how God lived and communicated with sinful human beings in this world in order to accomplish all the mighty miracles he performed.

I will also investigate and ascertain whether Christ Jesus lived as merely an ordinary human being just like any of the seeds of Adam and Eve, and if that was the case how it was possible for him to bring salvation to human beings. I have already explained that the human-to-human salvation was not possible because the sin-stained blood of human beings could not wash and cleanse the same sin-stained blood of another human being as all humanity from Adam and Eve have sinned and absolutely falls short of the glory of the God the Father (Ro.3:23).

What I tried to explain above in a nutshell is that Christ Jesus did not live wholly in Israel as only truly God or as only truly human, performing the wonderful and marvellous miracles including salvation, but rather that he lived as both truly God and truly human. I am on holy ground in stating here that the divinity and humanity of Christ Jesus were for the same purpose of synchronisation of the same miracles and salvation. These two natures are inseparable, and both manifested themselves in the lifetime of Christ Jesus during his earthly mission.

Every aspect of the manifestation of the human weakness has been immediately followed by the divine manifestation of the omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscience of God through the miracles he performed.

I will give an in-depth explanation and analyse the latter statement by citing all the four gospel writers who recorded the earthly mystery mission of Christ Jesus and the awesome miraculous signs that he manifested.
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5. Book structure

In this book I will examine, explain and analyse the manifestation phenomenon of the two natures (Godman) of Christ Jesus in his earthly mission, and specifically the awesome and wonderful miracles he performed during his proclamation of the Kingdom of God. This book has four parts, as follows:

1: The Two Natures of Christ Jesus.

2: Miracle of Christ Jesus: Healing Miracles.

3: Miracles of Christ Jesus: Command over the Forces of Nature.

4: Miracles of Christ Jesus: Bring the Dead Back to Life.

The miracles of Christ Jesus are recorded by all the four gospel Writers, which are treated (but in accordance with the arrangement of each of the writers in their respective books) in all the four gospels. A careful reading in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John shows that the three categories of the miracles are mixed up or rather placed or scattered haphazardly. Please take note that this does not in any way constitute a contextual criticism.

The main task and of course a special and unique aspect of this book is to re-set these three types of miracles, which are unsystematically or indiscriminately placed in the four gospels, and to meticulously put them in an arranged or methodical order or format.

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, this had been achieved in this book and is one of the strong and positive advantages of it, which makes it possible to read these wonderful and marvellous miracles with ease and without tears!

But note, that is not the only good aspect of this book; there is a breath-taking new style to this book. You might have noted that there are different types of healing within the Healing Miracles and the same is applicable to both the Command Over the Forces of Nature as well as Bringing the Dead Back to Life.

1. The Healing Miracles: the sections or sub-divisions of the healing miracles which are meticulously analysed and presented are as follows:

(a) Five miraculous instances of healing of the blind.

(b) Three cases of leprosy.

(c) Six cases of demon possessed.

(d) Three cases of healing performed on servants of officials.

(e) Four cases of healing performed on women.

(f) Four heterogeneous cases of healing (man with dropsy, sick man, pool of Bethesda and paralytic).

(g) Three cases of mass healing of various diseases.

2. Command Over the Forces of Nature

The same pattern of arrangement is set for Command Over the Forces of Nature, as follows:

(a) Catch of fish.

(b) Coin in the mouth of fish.

(c) Another catch of fish and miraculous breakfast.

(d) Jesus calms the storm.

(e) Jesus walks on the water.

(f) Jesus turns water into wine.

(g) Feeding of the five thousand.

(h) Feeding of the four thousand.

(i) Cursing of the fig tree.

3. Bringing the Dead Back to Life

And the miracles of Bringing the Dead Back to Life which are:

(a) Jairus’ daughter.

(b) The widow’s son at Nain.

(c) Lazarus

As stated before, all these amazing miracles are scattered in all the four gospels; but, in this book, they are put together under sub-sections in their respective chapters, where you can conveniently read them without going through the pages in each of the four gospels.

It is of vital importance to note that the setting or disposition in this book is not in alignment with the New Testament. For your own comfort, understanding, and smooth and uninterrupted reading I have recast or re-set this mighty work of miracles and presented those miracles without any atom of adulteration and with all the details perfectly intact, as narrated originally and presented in the four gospels.

These glorious and celestial miracles will be studied, examined and analysed in the outlined sections of their respective chapters. However, the main task and vital point throughout this book is to show the manifestation of both the divine and human natures in Christ Jesus in the performance of these wonderful miracles, which also include eternal salvation in him.

I am standing on holy ground to state that no mere human being has ever performed the breathtaking and awesome miracles of Christ Jesus in the chronicle of the world in the pre-Biblical era, during the Biblical period and after Biblical time, and that never again will there be miracles of such magnitudes that could be performed by any agent both in heaven and on earth. Not even Christ Jesus himself, because these marvellous signs were shown once and for all for only one purpose – to bring about eternal salvation for all humanity. His saving grace has been divinely completed once and for all. (Jn. 19:30). All the miracles performed by all the Old Testament prophets put together are infinitesimal in comparison to the miracles performed by Christ Jesus in the New Testament.

It is very important and fundamental to accept the fact that, in this book, I am not going to show or teach how to perform miracles of any sort.


6. PART ONE

THE TWO NATURES OF CHRIST JESUS

The main purpose of this section is to analyse and explain the two natures of Christ Jesus.


7. CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

(I) Background

Christians believe that the little piece of human history called “Jesus of Nazareth” holds the key to the loving, forgiving, kind and compassionate nature of the divine God the Creator and salvation of the sinful human creatures since the fall of Adam and Eve. This area of theology is often referred to as “Christology” which sets out to locate Jesus of Nazareth on a conceptual map. Christology attempts to place Jesus along the coordinates of time, eternity, divinity and humanity (truly God, truly Man), particularly and universality, and answers the question of how an event that took place at a specific time and place more than two millennia ago in Israel can still be relevant for all people of the world at all times.

The classic Christian account of the significance of Jesus of Nazareth is framed in terms of the concept of the “incarnation”, and the doctrine of the two natures of Christ-divine and human. For the first four centuries, the Patristic Christians explored possibility and tried to establish the strengths and weaknesses of the concept and ideology of the “incarnation” and the doctrine of the two natures” of Christ-Godman.

The doctrine of the incarnation speaks of God entering the messy, fallen world that humans inhabit. It invites humanity to think of God opening a heavenly window into his Holy Being, and a celestial door into his presence in his Kingdom through Christ Jesus.

Whatever analyses and explanations are made in this book, and all the books that have been written and will be written on this subject matter, none can give the full and true revelation of the two natures performing wonderful miracles and working salvation in Christ Jesus till his Second Advent when all the saints will see him face to face and worship him as Lord and God.

(II) The patristic period (100–700AD)

The patristic period (100–700AD) saw considerable attention being paid to the doctrine of the person of Christ.

There have been different stages of development of the doctrine of the person of Christ during the patristic period which are covered in quite a few books in Christian theology. Therefore, I will not spend much time discussing all aspects of the different stages of development but rather present an outline as follows:

(a) Early contribution: from Justin Martyr to Origen

The first period of development of Christology centred on the question of the divinity of Christ. The concept that Christ Jesus was human appeared to be something of a truism to most early patristic writers. However, what required a divine explanation and interpretation was the way he differed from, rather than approximated to, other human beings.

Two early viewpoints were quickly rejected as heretical. The first was Ebionitism, which was primarily a Jewish sect that flourished in the early centuries of the Christian era. Ebionitism regarded Christ Jesus as an ordinary human being, the biological son of Mary and Joseph. This approach assimilated Christ Jesus into existing Jewish categories that he was just one of the prophets. This reduced Christology was regarded as totally inadequate by its opponents, and it soon passed into oblivion.

The second was the diametrically opposed view, which came to be known as Docetism, from the Greek verb dokeo which means “to seem or appear”. This approach was probably best regarded as a tendency within theology rather than a definite theological position and argued that Christ Jesus was totally divine and that his humanity was merely an appearance. The suffering of Christ was thus treated as apparent rather than real.

Justin Martyr, who was among the most important of the second-century apologists, was especially concerned to demonstrate that the Christian faith brought to fruition the insights of both classical Greek philosophy and Judaism. Adolf Von Harnack summarised the way Justin achieved this objective and argued that “Christ is the Logos and Nomos”. Note that of particular interest is the Logos Christology which Justin developed and in which he exploited the apologetic potential of the idea of the Logos.

The Logos (a Greek term which is usually translated as “word”) example as it occurs in John 1:14 is to be thought of as the ultimate source of all human knowledge. The one and the same Logos is also known by both Christian believers and pagan philosophers; but the big and most important difference is that the latter have only partial access to it, whereas the Christians have full access to it, on account of its manifestation in Christ. Justin allowed that pre-Christians secular philosophers, such as Heraitus or Socrates, thus had partial access to the truth because of the way the Logos is present in the world. The Logos was known temporarily through the theophanies (that is, appearances or manifestation of God) in the Old Testament, but Christ brings the Logos to its fullest revelation in the New Testament. Justin stated this point clearly in his Second Apology:

Our religion is clearly more sublime than any human teaching in this respect:

the Christ who appeared for us human beings represent the Logos principle 

in all its fullness. […] Whatever either lawyer of philosophers has said well,

was articulated by finding and reflecting upon some aspect of the Logos. However, since they did not know the Logos – which is Christ – in it’s entirety, they

often contradict themselves.

It was in the writings of Origen that the Logos Christology appeared to find its fullest development. In the incarnation, the human soul of Christ is united with the Logos. Because of the closeness of this union, Christ’s human soul comes to share in the properties of the Logos. Nevertheless, Origen insisted that, although both the Logos and Father are coeternal, the Logos is subordinate to the Father.

(b). The Arian controversy

The Arian controversy remains a landmark in the development of classical Christology. Arius emphasised the self-subsistence of God. God is the one and only source of all created things; nothing exists which does not ultimately derive from God. This view of God, which many commentators have suggested is due more to Hellenistic philosophy than to Christian theology, clearly raises the question of the relation of the Father to the Son. In his Against the Arians, Arius’ critic Athanasius represents him as making the following statements on this point:

God was not always a father. There was a time when God was alone, and

was not yet a father; only later did he become a father. The Son did not al-

ways exist. Everything created is out of nothing […] so the Logos of God

came into existence out of nothing. There was a time when he was not. 

Before he was brought into being, he didn’t exist. He also had a beginning to his

created existence.

These statements are of considerable importance, and bring us to the heart of Arianism, which is summarised as follows:

1. The Son is a creature, who like all other creatures derives from the will of God and therefore did not coexist with God.

2. The term “Son” is thus a metaphor, an honorific term intended to underscore the rank of the Son among other creatures. It does not imply that Father and Son share the same being or status.

3. The status of the Son is itself a consequence not of the nature of the Son, but the will of the Father.

4. No creature can redeem another creature. As I stated earlier, all human beings are of the same equal nature of sin, and it is impossible for the sinful blood of a human being to cleanse the sin of the same human being. According to Arianism, since the Son was a creature, he could not have saved his fellow creature human beings.

But there are many New Testament passages which explicitly point out that the Son is far more than a mere creature. Thus, Arius’ opponents were easily able to bring forward a series of New Testament Scriptures that show fundamental and mutual coexistence in unity between the Father and the Son. Based on the controversial literature of the period, the Forth gospel is of major importance to this debate, with John 3:35, 10:30, 14:10, 17:3 and 17:11 which were discussed frequently.

Based upon the Johannian corpora, cited and other New Testament Scriptures; and even the Old Testament, I stand on holy ground to say that the Son Christ who is the Second Person of the Trinity was not created like Adam and Eve. He had no beginning just like God the Father the First Person of the Trinity and both coexisted side by side in timeless time.

Dear child of the living Lord and God Christ Jesus is your Saviour, please read “The Supremacy of Christ” in Colossians 1:15–20 and have a divine understanding of overwhelming power of Christ Jesus as the creator God and ruler of the universe.

(c). The Alexandrian School

The outlook of the Alexandrian school is strongly soteriological in character. In this school of thought, Christ Jesus is esteemed as the redeemer of humanity, and “redemption” means “being taken up into the life of God” or “being made divine”, a notion traditionally expressed in terms of deification.

The heavenly school of thought of the Alexandrian Christology is summarised and logically presented along the lines:

If human nature is to be deified, it must become united with human nature in such a manner that the latter is enabled to share in the life of God. This, the Alexandrians argued, was precisely what had happened in and through the incarnation of the Son of God in Christ Jesus. Christ (the Second Person of the Trinity) assumed human nature, and by doing so, ensured its divinisation. The divine God became human, in order that the sinful human might become divine. God assumed the sinful nature of humanity in order that humanity might attain the saintly nature of God. This, in a nutshell, is all because of the surpassing grace and divine love, which is stronger than death, which God has lavished on the world by sending his One and Only Son to the world.

(d). The Antiochene school

The school of Christology, which arose in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey), differed considerably from its Egyptian rival in Alexandria. The basic trajectory of much Antiochene thinking on the identity of Christ can be traced along the following lines:

Because of their disobedience, human beings exist in a state of corruption, from which they are unable to extricate themselves. If redemption is to take place, it must be based on a new obedience on the part of humanity. If that humanity is unable to break free from the bonds of sin, God is obliged to intervene. This leads to the coming of the redeemer as one who unites humanity and divinity, and thus to re-establishment of an obedient people of God.

In this school of thought, the two natures of Christ Jesus (which is the main theme in this book) are vigorously defended. Christ Jesus is at one and the same time both God and a real individual human being. This is to uphold the fact that the one redeemer possessed both a perfect human nature and a perfect divine nature. There is a “perfect conjunction” between the human and divine natures in Christ. The complete unity of Christ is thus not inconsistent with his possessing two natures, divine and human.

Theodore of Mopsuestia stressed the same point in asserting that the glory of Christ Jesus “comes from the Logos, who assumed him and united him to himself”. And because of this exact conjunction which this human being has with God the Son, the whole creation honours and worship him.”

According to Nestorius, Christ is “the common name of the two natures”. Christ is indivisible in that he is Christ, but he is two-fold in that be is both God and human being. He is one in his Sonship but is two-fold in that which takes and that which is taken […]. For we do not acknowledge two Christs or two sons or “only-begotten” or Lords: not one son and another son, not a first “only-begotten” and a new “only-begotten”, not a first and second Christ, but one and the same.

It is of vital importance to note that through communication of attributes, by the end of the fourth century, the following propositions had gained widespread acceptance within the Patristic Church:

1. Jesus is fully human.

2. Jesus is fully divine.

If both these statements are simultaneously true and correct, it was argued, then what was true and sure of the humanity of Jesus must also be true and certain of his divinity, and vice versa.

The following are examples of thoughts that had similar expression:

Christ Jesus is God.

Mary gave birth to Jesus.

Therefore, Mary is the Mother of God. This kind of argument became increasingly commonplace within the late fourth-century church and often served as a means of testing the orthodoxy of theologians. A failure to agree that Mary was the “Mother of God” became seen as tantamount to a refusal to accept the divinity of Christ.

There was another similar line of argument which was put forward as follows:

Jesus suffered on the cross.

Jesus is God.

Therefore, God suffered on the cross.

In more recent theology, the most interesting radical application of the “communication of attribute” is generally thought to be that of Martyn Luther. Luther had no hesitation in arguing along the following lines:

Jesus Christ was crucified.

Jesus Christ is God.

Therefore, God was crucified.

The phrase “the Crucified God” is one of Luther’s most famous bequests to modern theology. Luther stated again.

Jesus Christ suffered and died.

Jesus Christ is God.

Therefore, God suffered and died.

(III) Christological models: classic and contemporary

One of the perennial tasks of Christian theology has been the clarification of the relationship between human and divine elements in the person of Christ Jesus. The Council of Chalcedon (451) may be regarded as laying down a controlling principle for Classic Christology, which has been accepted as definitive within most Christian theology. The principle in question could be summarised like this: if it is recognised that Christ Jesus is both truly divine and truly human, the precise way this is articulated or explored is not of fundamental importance.

Oxford patristic scholar Maurice Wiles (1923–2005) summarised Chalcedon’s aim as follows:

On the one hand was the conviction that a Saviour must be fully divine; on the other was the conviction that what is not assumed is not healed. Or to put the matter in other words, the source of salvation must be God; the locus of salvation must be humanity. It is quite clear that these two principles often pulled in opposite directions. The Council of Chalcedon was the Church’s attempt to resolve, or perhaps rather to agree to live with, that tension. Indeed, to accept both principles as strongly as did the early church is already the Chalcedon faith.

It is no cause for surprise that a variety of ways of exploring the relationship between the human and divine natures of Christ can be found within the Christian tradition.

In the following paragraphs, I shall seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit to help to explore some of the approaches of the two natures of Christ Jesus.

The substantial presence of God in Christ

The doctrine of incarnation, especially as developed within the Alexandrian school, affirms the presence of the divine nature or substance within Christ. The divine nature assumed human nature in the incarnation. Patristic writers affirmed the reality of the union of divine and human substance in the incarnation through designating Mary theotokas – that is, “bearer of God”. The notion of a substantial presence of God within Christ was of vital importance to the Christian Church in its controversy with Gnosticism. A central gnostic notion was that matter was evil and sinful, so that redemption was a purely spiritual affair.

Irenaeus links the idea of the substantial presence of God in Christ with the symbolic affirmation of this in the bread and wine of the Eucharist and stated:

If the flesh is not saved, then the Lord did not redeem us with his blood, the cup of the Eucharist is not a sharing in his blood, and the bread which we break is not a sharing in his body. For the blood cannot exist apart from veins and flesh and the rest of the human substance which the divine Logos truly became, to redeem us.

Christ as mediator between God and man

A major strand of Christological reflection concentrates on the notion of mediation between God and humanity. The New Testament refers to Christ as a mediator at several points (Heb. 9: 15; 1 Ti. 2: 5), thus lending weight to the notion that the presence of God in Christ is intended to mediate between a transcendent God and fallen humanity. This idea of “presence as mediation” takes two quite distinct, yet ultimately complementary, forms, which is mediation of revelation on the one hand and of salvation on the other.

The Logos Christology of Justin Martyr and others is an excellent instance of the notion of the mediation of revelation through Christ. Here, the Logos is understood to be a mediating principle which bridges the gap between a transcendent God and God’s creation. Although present in a transient manner in the Old Testament prophets, the Logos became incarnate in Christ, thus providing a fixed-point mediation between God and humanity.

It is of primary importance to note that theologians who share the same viewpoint as that above stated that faith was primarily a personal encounter with the God who meets human beings on a one-to-one basis in Christ Jesus. Revelation cannot be conceived propositionally or intellectually, but must be understood as an act of God, and supremely the act of Christ Jesus. God is revealed personally and historically in Christ Jesus. The revelation of God is God’s self-impartation to humanity. In revelation, God communicates God not ideas about God, and this communication is concentrated and focused on the person of Christ Jesus as appropriated by the Holy Spirit.

A more strongly soteriological approach to these issues is focus on the person of Christ as the mediation of salvation from God to humanity. Christ Jesus is in effect seen as a unique channel or focus, through which God’s redeeming work is directed towards and made available to humanity. Humanity, as originally created by God, was very good in every respect. Because of the fall of Adam and Eve, natural human gifts and faculties have been radically impaired. As a consequence, both the human reason and human will are contaminated by sin. Unbelief is thus seen as an act of will as much as of reason. It is not simply a failure to discern the hand of God within the created order, but a deliberate decision not to discern it and not to obey God in order to obtain knowledge and salvation.

It is paramount to state that true knowledge of God and salvation must both come from outside the human situation. In other words, for a sinful human being to have a divine understanding of God and salvation, the Holy Spirit will firstly come to the person and take full control.

Christ Jesus is the mediator between God and humanity. To act as such a mediator, Christ Jesus must be both divine and human. Since it was impossible for human beings to ascend to God, on account of human sin, God, in his own love, mercy and kindness, decided to descend instead to meet and save humanity even in its sinful nature. Unless Christ Jesus was himself a human being, other human beings could not benefit from his mission of salvation. The Son of God became a human being and he transferred to humanity what belongs to him that which is his by his divine nature, through his grace and mercy.

(IV) The revelational presence of God in Christ

In general terms, “revelation” is a complex idea, embracing the idea of a final disclosure or “unveiling” of God at the end of time, as well as the more general and restricted idea of “making God known”. Both these ideas have been of significance in more recent theology, as the notion of a Christologically determined concept of God gained influence in 20th-century German theology. According to Moltmann “Christian faith stands and falls with the knowledge of the crucified Christ” or, to use Luther’s even bolder phrase, “with the knowledge of the crucified God”5 “Crucified God” is an excellent example of a work which seeks to build an understanding of the nature of God, based on the assumption that God is disclosed through the cross of Christ Jesus. The divine revelation proceeds from God to the world. From above to below, only through the central event of the revelation of Christ Jesus, apart from which there is no link between God and humanity.

The concept of God’s self-revelation contains the idea that the reveller and what is revealed are identical. God is both the subject and content of this self-revelation. To speak of a self-revelation of God in Christ Jesus means that the Christ-event, that Jesus, belongs to the essence of God. If this is not the case, then the human event of the life of Jesus would veil the God who is active in that life, and thus exclude the full revelation of God. Self-revelation in the proper sense of the word only takes place where the medium through which God is made known is something that is not alien to God. The concept of self-revelation demands the identity of God with the event that reveals.

(V) Christ as a symbolic presence of God

A related approach treats the traditional Christological formulas as symbols of a presence of God in Christ. This symbolic presence points to the possibility of the same presence being available and accessible to others.

The symbolic “Christ” or “Messiah” means “the one who brings the state of things, the New Being”. The significance of Jesus lies in his being the historical manifestation of the New Being. It is the Christ who brings the New Being, who saves men and women from the old being, that is from existential estrangement and its destructive consequences.

Jesus may thus be said to be a symbol which illuminates the mystery of being. Jesus of Nazareth was a symbol of a particular moral or religious principle. God himself cannot appear under the conditions of existence; in that he is the ground of being. The “New Being” must therefore come from God but cannot be God himself according to Paul Tillich. Jesus was a human being who achieved a union with God open to every other human being.

(VI) Christ as the bearer of the Holy Spirit

An important way of understanding the presence of God in Christ is by viewing Jesus as the bearer of the Holy Spirit. The roots of this idea lie in the Old Testament, and especially in the notion of charismatic leaders or prophets, endowed and anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, the term “Messiah”, as noted above, has close links with the idea of “being anointed with the Holy Spirit”.

Messianic expectations in first-century Palestine indicated that there was strong belief in the imminent coming of a bringer of eschatological salvation, who would be a bearer of the Spirit of the Lord (Joel 2:28–32 is of special importance). Even in his earthly ministry, Jesus appeared to have been identified as the one upon whom the Spirit of God rested. The anointing of Jesus with the Spirit at the time of his baptism is of particular importance in this respect6.

The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ; Jn. 1:41). Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” (Jn. 1:44–45). The uniqueness of Jesus within the synoptic gospels resides in his spirit-filled existence. Jesus’ real identity can only be accounted for in terms of an unprecedented relationship to the Spirit. This spirit is the life-giving power of the Creator, who inaugurates the eschatological age of healing and hope.

In Christ Jesus the Spirit of the Lord God Almighty is at work, effecting a new and unprecedented relationship between God and humanity, a development confirmed and consolidated by the [Jesus] glorious resurrection. In terms of this spirit of Christology, Christ Jesus becomes the focal point at which the universal saving intention of God becomes a unique historical person. In this way, the spirit opens the possibility of the others entering into the inner life of God. The same spirit who permeated the life of Christ Jesus is now made available to others, in order that they might share in the same inner life of God.




	
		5 Jurgen Moltmann: The crucified God: SCM Press, Croydon: UK 2011 62.
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8. CHAPTER 2

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS: DIVINITY AND HUMANITY

(Matthew 3:13–17; Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21–22; John 1:31–34)

(I) Introduction

The main point of discussion in this chapter is to bring to the fore the manifestation of the two natures of Christ Jesus (truly God and truly human) during his baptism, which is recorded in all the four gospels. Jesus was about 30 years old when he was baptised and started his ministry (Lk. 3:23).

All the four gospel writers recorded the baptism of Jesus, but in this book, I will concentrate and analyse the account of Matthew, which is more appropriate to explain my focal point of the manifestation of both the divinity and humanity of Jesus.

The account of Matthew:

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now, it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness.” Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”7

Jesus, like any other Jews of his era, went to be baptised (but, unlike his contemporaries who were baptised for the cleansing of their sins), Jesus had no sin to cleanse and did not need baptism. However, he baptised “to fulfil all righteousness” (Mt.3:15b). As God and man, Christ Jesus baptised to set religious examples for all human beings who believe in his name to go through the first sacrament as his followers. However, unlike his fellow baptised Jews at the time when he was baptised; there was an extraordinary celestial phenomenon when Jesus came out from the River Jordan. “At that moment heaven was opened” because Christ Jesus, who was truly divine, came down from heaven as he declared latter in his ministry and said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven” (Jn. 6:41). Christ Jesus also testified for himself and said: “No-one has seen the Father except [Christ Jesus] who is from God; only [Christ Jesus] has seen the Father” (Jn. 6:46).

The baptism of Jesus is the only episode in the entire Bible in which the three divine beings of the Trinity (God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit) manifest themselves and act together in unison at the same place and moment in time. Please note that in this episode, Christ Jesus the Son baptised, God the Father confirmed and announced to the Jews and the entire world that Christ Jesus was his Son and love him dearly and of course delight in him and approve the mission of salvation which [Christ Jesus] was about to start shortly. God the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus and remained with him throughout the earthly missionary journey to proclaim the Kingdom of the Father.

This aspect of Matthew’s account of “heaven was opened” is in consonance with the account of Luke of the divine birth of Jesus: “suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God, and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men whom his favour rests’” (Lk. 2:13–14).

The testimony of John the Baptist equivocally stated the two natures of Christ Jesus (fully God, fully human) in a perfect divine position: “Then John gave this testimony: ‘I saw the Sprit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on [Jesus]. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptise with water told me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptise with the Holy Spirit”. I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God’” (Jn.1:32–34).

In this way, the true two natures of Christ Jesus (“man” and “Son of God”) are truly and divinely revealed, which ultimately and eventually leads to the original and eternal nature of Christ Jesus – Son of God who is Godself.

Jesus was born in Israel as a Jew, lived and proclaimed the Kingdom of his Father as a Jew, and died on the cross and was buried as a Jew; hallelujah and praise be to our God! But, unlike all Jews (including the whole wide-world), before and after Jesus none had ever been resurrected from the dead. Of more importance and significance is the point that Christ Jesus did not rise from the dead as a Jew or ordinary human being, but rather he was resurrected as God eternal!

As the resurrected Saviour and living God, after his resurrection Christ Jesus gave the following command to his disciples: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit” (Ac. 2:4–5). Christ Jesus, who was fully God and fully man, was baptised with the water of human baptism by the human being, John. But after his resurrection as wholly Everlasting God, Christ Jesus baptises all those who believe and have faith in him with the Holy Spirit (Ac. 2).

The baptism and the temptation of Christ Jesus marked the beginning of Christ’s (the divine) messianic ministry in the body of Jesus as the bringer of salvation to humankind worldwide. In the following paragraphs, read the manifestation of the divinity and humanity of Jesus.

(II) Significance of the baptism

(a) Humanity

As a human being, Christ Jesus humbled and placed himself like any of the Jews in his lifetime and went to the River Jordan to John to be baptised for confession and cleansing of sin, although he was without sin. As a human, Christ Jesus baptised and set a holy and everlasting example for all his followers as the basic, first and foremost step to declare him and accept him publicly as their personal Savour who wrought eternal salvation. This is what John the Baptist said about Jesus: “I baptise you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Mt. 3:11–12).

According to Luke’s account of the birth of both John the Baptist and Jesus, John was six months older than Jesus (Lk. 1:5–38); yet you can observe that John was explicit in saying that Jesus was far superior to him. John stated that his water baptism was for repentance of sin, which was earthly, but Jesus’ baptism is “with the Holy Spirit and with fire” which is from heaven. This divine baptism “with the Holy Spirit and fire”, which John the Baptist prophesied and which later Jesus promised his disciple shortly before his ascension, was demonstrated in a dramatic way after 10 days of Jesus’ ascension at Pentecost8. Please note that in this context, “fire” may symbolise judgement for both the righteous and the ungodly (Mt. 3:2) when the world will see the Second Advent of Christ Jesus. The outpouring of the “Holy Spirit” of the Almighty God to all God’s people was prophesied and promised in Joel 2:28–29. The outpouring of the “Holy Spirit” was fulfilled at Pentecost, which came with divine power on the apostles and galvanised them into actions (Acts of the Apostles) and laid the foundation and establishment of the Church of Christ. The “Holy Spirit” that was poured on the first-century disciples of Christ Jesus more than two millennia ago did not cease and end with the original first-century Apostles of Christ Jesus (as some theologians suggest).

It is the Holy Spirit that guided and encouraged the apostles to stand firm in their faith to face all sorts of trial and temptation, including martyrdom, which most of them went through without wavering. The Holy Spirit empowered the first-century apostles and all subsequent believers according to the divine plan of God for the work of salvation in Christ Jesus for the whole wide world. By the end of the first century, Christianity had been established throughout the Eastern Mediterranean world and even gained a significant presence in the city of Rome, the capital of the Roman Empire, which was the centre of activities of the ancient world.

It is the Holy Spirit that helped the Church of Christ to go through what is known as “the patristic period” – 100–700 AD in the history of Christianity. The patristic period was one of the most exciting and creative periods of major developments in the history of Christian thought. Every mainstream Christian body, including the Roman Catholic, Baptist, Anglican, Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran and Reformed churches, regard the patristic period as a definitive landmark in the development of the Christian doctrine9.

It is the same Holy Spirit of God that built up the Church of Christ during what is known as “the Middle Age and the Renaissance” – 700–1500 AD in the Church history. The Middle Ages represented an immensely creative and innovative period in Christian theology. During this period, the courts, monasteries and later the universities of Europe became centres of excellence for theological reflection and forging of new approaches to the relation of Christian thought and life.

Also, it is of paramount importance to note that the Holy Spirit of God brought divine reformation in the Christian community during what is known as “The Age of Reformation” – c.1500–c.1750 in the history of the Church. A major new period in Western Christian theology opened in the 16th century. The most significant development in this period was the reformation within the Western European Church, because of movements which sought to return the Western Church to more Biblical foundations in relation to its belief system, morality and structures. It is of historic interest to know that prior to this “Age of Reformation” Christianity was virtually landlocked within the boundary of Europe. The reformation which took place was destined to have a major impact subsequently on the development of Christian theology globally.

Finally, it is important to note that the Holy Spirit continued to lead and guide the Christian community from the apostolic Age to what is now called “the modern period” – 1750 AD to the present. During this period, the Christian religion underwent significant transformation and expansion outside its traditional European homelands, while experiencing considerable difficulties and tensions within them. From 1700 onward, Christian theology moved away from a Western European context to become a global phenomenon.

It is likely that these ups and downs in Christianity will continue for the rest of the life of the Church till the Second Advent of Christ himself. It is uncharted territory to traverse and precisely determine what the future holds for the universal Church of God, but I am certain that the Holy Spirit, which has led and directed the Church so far, will continue to be with her till the earth and heaven converge and become the “Kingdom of our Lord and God”.

It is of paramount importance to bear in mind that, though Christ’s divine nature was not in need and in fact capable of being strengthened, the same was not true with respect to his human nature. For Christ, being truly human in Jesus, his human nature needed to be inspired and strengthened in his lifetime during his earthly mission of salvation.

With this in mind, dear child of God, be assured that as a believer in Christ Jesus, the Holy Spirit which he promised his apostles that came mightily upon them on the day of Pentecost is upon you right now wherever you are. Irrespective of your situation and circumstance, the Holy Spirit of God will never leave or forsake you. Right now, in a moment of silence, close your eyes and feel the presence of the Holy Spirit. Christ Jesus is saying to you “Peace be with you! As the father has sent me, I am sending you”. And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. (Jn. 20:21–22).

You may not speak in tongues, you may not be a prophet and you may not perform miracles, but I am certain that you have faith and belief in the Lord God Christ Jesus and that you are now a child of the living God. And that is all you need to “Receive the Holy Spirit” which Christ Jesus offers to all believers of all ages and to all people in all places.

(b) Divinity

The writer of the fourth gospel gives an elaborate testimony of what John the Baptist said about Jesus: “The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him and said, “Look the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him but the reason I came baptising with water was that he might be revealed to Israel” (Jn. 1:29–31). That was not all the Baptiser said about Jesus. The writer of the fourth gospel recorded a further statement of the Baptiser: Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptise with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptise with the Holy Spirit.’ “I have seen, and I testify that this is the Son of God” (Jn. 1:32–34).

The main point of this citation of the statement of John the Baptiser about the testimony he gave about Jesus is to emphasise the divinity of Jesus which was revealed to the Baptiser by God the Father who sent [John] to baptise with water. As stated earlier, John the Baptiser was about six months older than Jesus (Lk. 1:5–45). But read the statement which John made about Jesus: “This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me’” (Jn. 1:30).

I pray that the Holy Spirit Himself will open your heart and mind to understand what John meant: “who comes after me” and “because he was before me”. Please note that John was not referring to two different human beings but that these two phrases applied to the same one person – Jesus. It was obvious that John the Baptiser started his ministry of water baptism before Jesus and Jesus “comes after [John]”. In fact, two of the disciples of John the Baptist (Andrew and John – the author of the fourth gospel) followed Jesus and became Jesus’ disciples. But what did John the Baptiser mean by “because [Jesus] was before me”? John the Baptiser was prompted by the Holy Spirit who helped him to see Christ (who pre-existed before John and had no beginning) in Jesus. John the Baptist recognised Jesus as truly human as his junior cousin but also saw Jesus as truly divine because Christ was in him who had no beginning.

Furthermore, John the Baptiser gave testimony about Jesus and said: “Look the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn. 1:29). Please observe that John was with his disciples and the crowd around him when he saw Jesus walking towards him and pointed to Jesus as he approached when he made the above statement. According to the NIV Study Bible, the phrase “the Lamb of God” is not found in any part of the Bible, only in John 1:29, 36. Its precise meaning is uncertain but, many meanings have been suggested (example: the lamb offered at Passover, or the lamb of Isaiah 53:7, of Jerimiah 11:19, or even Genesis 22:8). However, the expression seems to be a general reference to sacrifice, which is not the name for a particular offering. It is very significant to say that the divine spirit revealed to John the Baptist that the only earthly mission of Christ Jesus was “to take away the sin of the world” and work salvation for all who have faith and believe in him. John the Baptiser said in the spiritual realm that Jesus would be the ultimate, grand, and final sacrifice who would atone for the sin of the world. Jesus, as the substitution of the sin of the world, was stated by Paul when he wrote to the Corinthians and stated: “God made him [Christ] who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God”. The main emphasis here is that Christ “who had no sin” became a sinner on behalf of all humanity. Christ became a sinner because he carried mine and your sins. It is significant to note and must not be overlooked either that by means of what is implied in Jesus’ baptism (John 1:29) he validated John’s baptism, for the latter would have been meaningless without the former.

The divine significance of Jesus’ baptism was that, at his baptism, John the Baptist publicly and formally announced the arrival of the Messiah, who is the anointed King of Israel and who would bring eternal salvation to all mankind upon the Earth. John the Baptist also proclaimed the inception of the divine ministry of God the Son who is Christ Jesus.

The divine significance of the baptism of Jesus is of paramount importance because it is the first time Matthew recorded the words from the divine lips of Jesus himself when he responded to John the Baptist and said, “Let it be so now, it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness” (Mt.3:15).

Matthew focused not upon the baptism itself but a prefatory episode – John’s protest of Jesus’ desire for baptism – and subsequent events. Although Jesus’ sinlessness is not taught in Matthew, it is probably assumed (Jn. 8: 46; 2 Cor. 5: 21; Heb. 7: 26). And because John’s baptism involves the confession of sins (Mt. 3:6), Jesus’ submission to it is awkward. But in Matthew, Jesus declared that the act was to fulfil all righteousness. Here, fulfilment is probably, as elsewhere, a reference to Biblical prophecy. In line with this, John 1:17 draws upon both Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1. Jesus, knowing the Messianic prophecies, obediently fulfilled them and thereby fulfilled all righteousness, because prophecy declares God’s will and to fulfil prophecy is to fulfil righteousness.

The baptism of Jesus indicated that Jesus was consecrated to God and officially approved by him, as shown in the descent of the Holy Spirit and the divine words of God the Father (Mt. 3:16,17). In the baptism of Jesus, all the divine three persons of the Trinity manifested themselves in a dramatic unison: (a) God the Father spoke and proclaimed Jesus as his Son, (b) God the Son Jesus was baptised, and (c) God the Holy Spirit descended like a dove on Jesus not to overcome sin (for he was sinless) but to equip him for this work as the divine human Messiah.

The baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan is very important and significant theologically in that it is treated by all four gospel writers each in his own way. In later Christian tradition the baptism is regarded as the first New Testament revelation of the Trinity, ecclesiastically, because Father, Son and Spirit are here together, and Jesus’ baptism becomes a model for Christian baptism.

The three had been and are being and will always be one. For instance, the Son died for those whom the Father has given him (Jn. 10:29), and these are the very ones whom the Holy Spirit brings to glory. All three are equally interested in the salvation of the seeds of Adam and Eve and are all manifested in the awesome mission of the salvation in Christ Jesus.

In the following paragraphs I present what I call Augustan “Divine Intricate Trinitarian Faith”

(c) Saint Augustine’s statement of Trinitarian faith

From quite early in his career as a Christian theologian, Augustine was concerned with the issue of Trinitarian doctrine. Regarding the trinity, Augustine suggested that we should, as a “thought experiment”, consider the way in which we as intelligent subjects live in three modes, existence, knowledge and will, which are distinct but inseparable and which constitute “one life, one mind and one essence”. Augustine stated “We shall not begin to understand the Trinity without this kind of self-examination”10.

Hill11 wrote this of Saint Augustine’s statement of Trinitarian faith: “So I conclude this chapter with what seems to me to be much the best statement (not explanation) of our Trinitarian faith, which is made by St Augustine at the beginning of the first book of his great work on the Trinity.”

He added:

The purpose of all the Catholic commentators I have been able to read on the divine books of both Testaments, who have written before me on the Trinity which God is, has been to teach that according to the Scriptures Father and Son and Holy Spirit in the inseparable equality of one substance present a divine unity; and therefore there are not three Gods but one God; although indeed the Father has begotten the Son, and therefore he who is the Son is not the Father; and the Holy Spirit is neither the Father nor the Son, but only the Spirit of the Father and of the Son, himself co-equal to the Father and the Son, and belonging to the threefold unity.

It was not however this same Trinity [their teaching continues] that was born of the Virgin Mary, crucified, and buried under Pontius Pilate, on the third day rose again and ascended into heaven, but the Son alone. Nor was it the same Trinity that came down upon Jesus in the form of a dove at his baptism or came down on the day of Pentecost after the Lord’s ascension, with a roaring sound from heaven as though a violet gust were rushing down, and in divided tongues as of fire, but the Holy Spirit alone. Nor was it this same Trinity that spoke from heaven you are my son, either at his baptism by John or on the mountain when the three disciples were with him, or when the resounding voice was heard, I have glorified my name and will glorify it again, but it was the Father’s voice alone addressing the Son. Although just as Father and Son and Holy Spirit are inseparable, so do they work inseparably. This is also my faith, since it is the Catholic faith (De Trinitate I, iv, 7).12

This is an insight into the Trinitarian doctrine by patristic father Augustine who cited all the Trinitarian-related Scriptures in the New Testament, which is wonderful. However, I think Augustine’s description of the divine Trinity is not adequate to explain the Father, Son, and Spirit relation, because these are truly, and exclusively, divine beings and it is humanly impossible to use human terms or words to explain divine and eternal beings. What cannot be humanly explained and understood can only be spiritually imagined and lost in wonder and amazement, because the relation of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit is a mystery, and mystery cannot be comprehended by the ordinary human mind.

This mystery of the Trinity which works your salvation in Christ Jesus will be divinely and truly revealed to you when you see Christ Jesus in his Kingdom and gaze upon him in awe in the beauty of his holiness. In the eternal heavenly Kingdom of Christ Jesus there will be no need for you to read ‘Saint Augustine’s statement of Trinitarian Faith’ and all the citations that are linked to it, and of course this book you are reading, The Awe of the Two Natures and Miracles of Christ Jesus. All these are just temporary secular human devices to help you to study, grow and develop your faith for the eschatological salvation; but when you see Christ Jesus face to face as he is, you will not need any of these things including faith itself.

All God’s righteous requirements for the Messiah were divinely, precisely, and fully met in Jesus, and his baptism was the fulfilment of the psalmist (probably David) who declared, “I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to me, “You are my son, today I have become your Father” (Psalm 2:7). Also prophesying about “The Servant of the Lord” Isaiah stated: “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight, I will put my spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations” (Isa. 42:1).

This is the summation of the writers of the four gospels and its logical meaning and conclusion. Christ, the truly divine and righteous one, at Calvary took the sin of the whole human race upon himself and endured all the humiliation, suffering, shame, and punishment which human beings deserved, namely eternal death and separation from God. But by a mysterious and marvellous divine exchange God the Father made it possible for all humankind who believe in God the Son to receive God’s righteousness and be reconciled to God. The right of all believers to stand before God and be accepted in the heavenly Kingdom are solely in Christ Jesus.

In his letter to the Corinthians Paul said: “It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God – that is our righteousness, holiness, and redemption”13. It is God the Father who has called the believer in Christ Jesus to union and communion with God the Son. It is by faith in Christ that believers are justified (declared righteous). All these are God’s doing, and this is freely available to all believers because of the initiative of the divine grace of Christ Jesus.

The “Lamb of God” (Christ Jesus) in John 1:29, 36 is the same “lamb” which the progenitor Abraham foresaw and prophesied and spoke of to his son Isaac thus: “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son” (Ge. 22:8). The immediate fulfilment of Abraham’s trusting response to his son Isaac was the miraculously provided ram (not lamb) in verse 13.

Why did Abraham make the prophetic statement “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering” and trust the dependable eternal Yahweh? Abraham had on previous occasions provided animals chosen by him (not provided or chosen by God) and made burnt sacrifices to his God who called him to leave his family in Mesopotamia. It is of significant interest to know that all animals for sacrifices to God Almighty and to pagan gods in the ancient world (and even now to idols) had been and are provided and chosen by human beings. Abraham had never used animal provided by Godself to made sacrifices to God, yet he said to his son Isaac, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering”.

This prophetic, faithful and eschatological statement of the “father of faith”, Abraham, was absolutely and ultimately fulfilled in Christ Jesus after several centuries. According to the genealogy of Jesus, “Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ” (Mt. 1:17). That is about 42 generations or 1,260 years.

Dear beloved child of God, please note that God provided a ram for Abraham to make the sacrifice instead of Isaac. In other words, the ram was a substitute to Isaac for the sacrifice and died in place of Isaac. It is also true that God himself chose and provided Christ Jesus to make an atonement for your sin instead of you. As stated earlier, Christ Jesus is your substitute who died for you for your sin. You may observe that the prophetic divine promise of salvation (the Lamb of God, Christ Jesus) which God the Lord Almighty prompted Abraham to make to Isaac did not come to fulfilment till after about 42 generations. But God provided the immediate need of Abraham (a ram for sacrifice) and Abraham made the burnt offering to God.

I am standing on holy ground to say to you that Christ Jesus knows you inside out beyond your understanding and comprehension. Be assured that he had planned his divine pathway for you before you were born and made certain celestial promises which you may not even be aware of. On the other hand, you think God has made promises to you for the past years which have not materialised, and you are thinking it is too late or getting too late for God to fulfil such promises. I can assure you by the divine spirit of God that he will certainly make his promise good no matter the time it takes. As in the case of Abraham, God immediately provided the ram for Abraham in his lifetime to make the sacrifice to his God, but the real and ultimate promise did not come to fulfilment till nearly 1,300 years or after about 42 generations of the seed of Abraham, which materialised in Christ Jesus. Therefore, be assured that whatever promise God has made to you must come to fulfilment both in your lifetime and in the life of your seeds, and it is certain that God has no plan and promise for you than beatitudes from heaven.

The baptism of Jesus has become a divine symbol and holy precedence for all believers in Christ Jesus as the first steppingstone to accepting and proclaiming Christ Jesus as our personal Saviour and Lord and opens up the celestial gate to enter and join the universal Christian faith formally, officially or publicly. Baptism is one of the first Christian sacraments in most of the denominations of the Christian religion, which every potential Christian is expected to go through before he or she formally becomes a member of a local church. Please note that here I am not advocating either the infant and adult baptism by sprinkling of water or water on the forehead, nor the believers adult baptism by immersion in water, which Jesus went through. And of course, I am not putting forward the role of baptism in the work of salvation.

The baptism of Jesus has become a model for the faith, and as Jesus’ baptism was immediately followed by temptation, believers in Christ Jesus also believe that as they follow Jesus after baptism they too will face trial and temptation on their Christian journey. Its symbolism is that in baptism the believer died in sin and all the sins of the person are buried in the water; and as the person is raised from the water he or she is resurrected from death into a new life on Earth and also hopes to have the eternal eschatological life with Christ Jesus in his heavenly Kingdom.

As Jesus’ baptism was immediately followed by his temptation by Satan, I procced immediately to the temptation of Jesus in the Chapter 3.
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9. CHAPTER 3

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS: DIVINITY AND HUMANITY 

(Matthew 4:1–11; Mark 1:12; Luke 4:1–13)

(I) Introduction

In Chapter 2 I analysed the baptism of Jesus and explained its significance in respect to the subject matter (divinity and humanity). The focus in this chapter is to examine the temptation of Jesus and explore the significance of the manifestation of the two natures – the truly divine and truly human. These two main Holy events, the baptism and temptation of Jesus, are paramount in the ministry of Jesus to the extent that all the four gospel writers recorded the baptismal event, and of course all the three synoptic writers gave an account of the temptation of Jesus. Both events are significant in the earthly mission of Jesus as well as Christian doctrine and faith, because they are the precursor to the mystery mission of salvation in Christ Jesus, and formally and officially ushered the proclamation of the Kingdom of God.

Temptation: Biblical understanding

Before I critically analyse the full text of Matthew’s account, it may be of spiritual help and gain to explain the Biblical understanding of the term “temptation”. Synonymous words of temptation are allurement, appeal, attraction, bait, enticement, inducement, etc.

The Biblical idea of temptation is not primarily of seduction, as in modern usage, but making trial of a person, or putting a person to the test, which may be done for the benevolent purpose of proving or improving the quality of a person, as well as with the malicious aim of showing up the person’s weakness or trapping that person into a wrong action.

Temptation of Jesus: Satan to God

In Chapter 2 I analysed the baptism of Jesus and explained its significance with regards to my subject matter (divinity and humanity). The focus in this chapter is to examine the temptation of Jesus by Satan which is captioned “temptation from Satan to God” and to explore the manifestation of both the divine and human natures of Jesus. I will also evaluate the significance and role these two natures played during the period of the temptation of Jesus.

These two main events (baptism and temptation of Jesus) are paramount in the ministry of Jesus so much so that all the four gospel writers recorded the baptism before Jesus started his earthly ministry of salvation. Moreover, all the synoptic writers gave an account of the temptation of Jesus before he formally and officially proclaimed the Kingdom of Heaven or the Kingdom of God and the mission of salvation, which was ultimately completed on the cross through his death and divine and glorious resurrection.

All the three synoptic gospel authors gave account of the temptation of Jesus with variation; but in the following paragraphs, I will evaluate the account given by Matthew which I think is more elaborate and serves the purpose of my main point of interest which is the two natures of Jesus – divine and human. Matthew’s account of the temptation is recorded in his gospel chapter 4: 1–11. For the rest in this chapter I will analyse these passages and focus primarily on the manifestation of the two natures of Jesus in this period of temptation from Satan.

Being truly human, Jesus was not the first to be tempted by Satan. The first human beings who were created by God (Adam and Eve) were tempted by the same Satan in the Garden of Eden, and they both woefully failed (Ge. 3). Their failure to resist temptation by Satan was the beginning of the beginning of sin and spiritual death to all humanity in all the world.

Jesus was truly human and in this regard his temptation was connected to Israel’s past great prophets, Moses and Elijah, who underwent a 40-day fast in the desert (although there was no recording of temptation which they underwent as Jesus did). For Jesus, being truly human, all his answers to the tempter were quotations from Deuteronomy chapters six to eight. The temptation Jesus went through as truly human are based on various ways of human beings sinning against the Great Commandment to love God “with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength” (Dt. 6:5).

Matthew’s opening statement on the temptation of Jesus is: “Then Jesus was led by the spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil” (Mt. 4:1). Jesus was led by the devil; that is diabolos, meaning, slanderer, and accuser. Satan is also known as the adversary (1 Pe. 5:8). In connection with the temptation of Jesus, there are certain philosophical questions which are constantly being asked by both theologians and laypeople from different religious groups, the Christian faith inclusive.

The first and most common question asks whether it was possible for Jesus to succumb to temptation by the devil. The second popular question whether, if he was unable to sin, was his temptation real. In a nutshell, I give a definite negative answer to the former question and emphatically say yes to the latter question. I will give a detailed explanation in the appropriate section later. Meanwhile, I will analyse the situation and circumstance in which Jesus was tempted as both God and man.

Matthew recorded the event of Jesus’ baptism and concluded as follows: ‘As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love, with him I am well pleased” (Mt. 3:16–17). Please note that that insight has been meticulously analysed above in Chapter 2.

Matthew recorded the following: “THEN JESUS was led by the spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil” (Mt. 4:1). As divine, the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in his baptism, and it is the same Holy Spirit that led him to the desert mainly to pray and to seek the face of his heavenly Father who sent him to proclaim his Kingdom, communicate and have mutual celestial understanding and continue the Father–Son relation with God the Father before Jesus started his earthly mission of Salvation.

Mark stated this idea forcefully and emphatically: “At once the Spirit sent [Jesus] out into the desert, and he was in the desert for forty days, being tempted by Satan” (Mk. 1:12–13). In other words, immediately or as soon as Jesus came out of the water, the Holy Spirit that pitched on him prompted him to go to the desert where he was tempted.

It may be necessary here to think and contemplate the purpose or reason for the Holy Spirit leading Jesus into the desert. Was the primary and main purpose of the Holy Spirit to tempt or rather to invite the tempter to tempt Jesus in the desert? As stated earlier, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit manifested together and approved the mission of Jesus at his baptism. These three are inseparable and bind together divinely and work for a common purpose in Trinity in the triune God. I think the main and primary purpose of the Holy Spirit was to lead Jesus into the desert to have spiritual strength and to seek a divine road map from the Father before starting his earthly mission of salvation. Like Moses, the giver of the Law, and Elijah, the representative of Israel’s prophets, who had similar experience of 40 days in the desert to seek and take instruction or commandment from YHWH to carry out God’s plan, Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit to the desert mainly to fast, pray and meditate, and seek guidance from the Father before carrying out God’s plan of salvation.

I now go back to the question raised earlier, which concerns whether it was possible for Jesus to succumb to temptation. The answer is definitely no. This is true because for Jesus, being truly God and truly man, it was not possible for him to fall into temptation. His human nature might yield to temptation, but his divine nature would not allow that to happen. God is omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient, which means he has unlimited power and can stop or even make it impossible for Satan to tempt Jesus in the first place. God’s omnipresent power gives him a divine prerogative to be present everywhere and every time and all the time to prevent Satan tempting Jesus even in the desert. Moreover, God’s omniscient power gives him the Holy right to know everything, including the contemplations of Satan regarding the temptation of Jesus, and God could remove such a diabolical plan from Satan before its materialisation.

In all these, if Satan had tempted Godself, God had the divine capacity and power to absolutely overcome the tempter on all occasions and the same was applicable for Jesus, which is why he resisted and overcame the tempter in all three occasions of temptation. All in all, as it is not possible for God to succumb to temptation, it is also impossible for Jesus to fall into temptation by Satan.

The above explanation, which explicitly shows the impossibility of Jesus succumbing to temptation, leads to the next related question: if it is true that Jesus cannot succumb to temptation why did Satan try to tempt Jesus knowing that he would not succeed? Satan did not know that Jesus would not succumb to his temptation. There is divine principle in the spiritual realm. The fact is that Satan has power but that it is under the control of, and limited by, God. Satan cannot exceed the boundary God has put on him. It is important to know that God knows everything about Satan and reads what is in the heart of Satan including his diabolical plan. On the other hand, Satan does not know the plan of God because it is impossible for Satan to read the mind of God.

Furthermore, if Satan knew that Jesus would not succumb to temptation, it is likely that Satan would still try to tempt Jesus. Satan had nothing to lose in the case of his failure to tempt Jesus. It would not have made any difference to him and would not put him in a worse situation than that he was in already, because of the following reasons:

 1. He has been cursed by the LORD God (Ge. 3:14) and continues to be a demon and cannot be more demonised than his present diabolical nature.

 2. He has fallen from heaven and cast down to the earth (Isa. 14:12).

 3. He was thrown from heaven to earth with his diabolical angels; he is the deceiver of the whole world, and he leads the whole world astray (Rev. 12:9).

 4. He will be bound in chains for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:2).

 5. He has fallen like lightning (Lk. 10:18); he has transformed or disguised himself as an angel of light (2 Co. 11:14).

 6. He is cast into the eternal fire prepared for him and his angels (Mt. 25:41).

 7. He is a murderer and liar and the father of lie from the beginning (Jn. 8:44).

 8. He is a sinner and has been sinning from the beginning (1 Jn. 3:8).

 9. He will finally be thrown into the lake of burning sulphur where the beast and the false prophets have been thrown and where they will be tormented perpetually day and night for ever and ever (Rev. 20:10).

10. Satan is waiting for the doomed fate which he knows is lurking and awaiting him inevitably on the day of Armageddon (Rev. 16:16).

On the other hand, Satan knew that Jesus was truly human and thought that he would tempt him and hoped that Jesus would likely fall into temptation as had Adam, who was fully human and who had easily succumbed to the devil’s temptation. The devil succeeded when he tempted Adam and Eve, and their failure brought sin and spiritual death to Adam and Eve and to all their offspring through the ages (Ge. 3).

Satan is very crafty and an opportunist who always seizes adverse situations and circumstances faced by human beings for his own diabolical advantage and to tempt the people of God. Satan (the tempter) exploited and took advantage of the situation, circumstance and the environment in which Jesus found himself. Luke recorded: “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit returned from Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those forty days, and at the end of them he was very hungry” (Lk. 4:1–2). Jesus, being truly human, was famished after fasting for 40 days and nights without food or water. At this point, Jesus’ hunger was greatest and his resistance lowest in his human nature. The devil rightly and naturally seized this moment as his golden opportunity to tempt Jesus when he was most vulnerable to the temptation of food.

(II) First temptation

The tempter came to Jesus and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread” (Mt. 4:3). Please take note of the ploy of the deceiver the devil. The devil always makes his temptation seem attractive, simple, easy and not beyond the power, ability and capability of the tempted person to carry out the tempter’s instruction or advice. Telling “stones” in the desert to “become bread” is a very difficult or even impossible task for any human being to perform. The tempter will never tempt ordinary mere human beings to do that because he knows that such human beings will not be able to do it. But the tempter knew that Jesus was not just human; Jesus was truly divine and truly human. The tempter knew the omnipotent authority of Jesus because of his divinity, and Satan was confident that Jesus could easily command the stones in the desert to become bread so that he could eat and alleviate his human hunger after a 40 day-and-night fast14.

It was of course, a wicked and malicious attempt by “that ancient serpent called the devil or Satan” (Rev. 12:9, 20:2) to try “the last Adam” (1 Co. 15:45) to fail even as the first Adam had failed because of the deceit by the same deceiver. It is striking to observe that the tempter tempted the first and the second Adam with the same common basic need of human beings which was in both cases food.

However, Adam and Jesus were not in the same situation, circumstance and environment. Adam enjoyed all the provisions and comfort which God the Creator provided for him in the Garden of Eden, yet he fell woefully to the temptation of the devil and brought sin and eternal death to the world. On the other hand, Jesus lived with the wild animals and without food for 40 days and nights in the desert (Mk. 1:13) and was able to resist the same tempter. Jesus was in a very hostile circumstance, situation and environment, yet as the Mediator between God and man and the Representative and the Saviour of all people of the world he indeed in their stead triumphed over temptation instead of succumbing to it as the first Adam had done15.

Adam and Eve did not resist the devil and instead of following the divine instruction of God their Maker they decided to act on their will and power. Instead of seeking the Spirit of God inwardly they looked outwardly for “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it” (Ge. 3:6).

The devil always makes a threefold attack in tempting human beings as follows: he presents something to be good (good for food), pleasing (pleasing to the eye) and desirable (desirable for gaining wisdom) (1 Jn. 2:16; Lk. 4:3, 5, 9). Adam and Eve were not famished because, unlike Jesus, they had not fasted for 40 days and nights. It was not of human necessity for them to eat the fruit.

While the first Adam looked outwardly, the second Adam (Christ Jesus) focused inwardly, and unlike Adam and Eve, instead of taking matters into his own hands, he totally and utterly depended on his divine Father who provided for the Israelites heavenly bread in a supernatural way while they were in the desert for 40 years (Dt. 8:3). Unlike the first Adam, the second Adam (Christ Jesus) said to the devil, “It is written; ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God’” (Mt. 4:4).

Physical food is essential and good for the upkeep of the physical human body, and it will perish and not lead to eternity. On the other hand, the “word that comes from the mouth of God” energises and invigorates the spirit which leads to eternal salvation in eternity.

Jesus said to the Jews: “I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the Manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world” (Jn. 6:47–51). Christ is the word of God which became in flesh in Jesus. Both the “word of God” and “the living bread that came down from heaven” were upon Christ Jesus who was truly God and truly man.

Jesus was truly human, lived like any other human being and needed all the essentials and basic needs of humans (clothing, food, water, shelter, etc.) for his physical body, but he was also truly divine and gave priority to the “word that comes from the mouth of God”, and it is the “word of God” he quoted in the Old Testament. Jesus depended upon the “word of God”, quoted, divinely interpreted, and explained its original intention and meaning, and put antithesis to some of the Old Testament Scriptures and throughout his earthly ministry this helped him to carry out the will of his Father to bring salvation to all people in all places in all the world.

John recorded the history-making meeting of Jesus and the Samaritan woman and stated: “Meanwhile his [Jesus’] disciples urged him, ‘Rabi eat something’. But he said to them ‘I have food to eat that you know nothing about’. Then his disciples said to each other, ‘Could someone have brought him food?’ ‘My food’, said Jesus, ‘is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work’”. (Jn. 4:31–34).

Please, do understand you are fully a human being and cannot avoid physical food which is necessary for the survival of the human body. However, take note that Christ Jesus has made it possible for you to not wholly and totally depend upon the physical food all the time. Through his Holy Spirit, Christ Jesus has made it possible for you to depend upon “every word that comes from the mouth of God”. “Every word” here means initially the written words of God in the Old Testament through Moses and the prophets in the lifetime of Christ Jesus but also in the new dispensation; it now extents and includes the written words in the New Testament, the teachings of Christ Jesus as recorded in all the four gospels and the writings of Paul and all apostolic writing in the New Testament. All Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation have become “the word of God”.

My fervent and ardent prayer is that Christ Jesus through his Holy Spirit will help you to depend upon “every word of God”. May the Holy Spirit who Christ Jesus promised to his first-century disciples which poured down with mighty and awesome power of God guide you to all truth of his saving grace. May Christ Jesus feed you with his divine words that will continue to lead you to an eternal life of salvation. May every word that comes from the Holy lips of Jesus fill every aspect of your life, family, and friends. May every word that drops from the divine lips of Christ Jesus be everything to you everywhere and every time.

In your daily trials and temptations may Christ Jesus help you to remember his words “It is written” to stand firm on his promise that he will never leave you nor forsake you. May he help you to know and understand that “It is written” and that he will be with you to the end of your earthly journeys. Be assured that “It is written” that nothing can snatch you away from him. Child of the living God be encouraged and stand firm in the divine love of God, which is anchored on Christ the Rock. “It is written”:

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ro. 8:35–30).

Dear beloved child of Christ Jesus please note the divine verdict of Paul, above, that when you are in temptation or suffering, nothing will snatch or separate you from the love of Christ Jesus and that it will help you to journey towards the divine plan of God for you; that is your ultimate salvation in Christ Jesus. Yes, “It is written” Christ Jesus is now preparing a special place for you in his heavenly Kingdom and as soon as it is ready, he will fulfil his promise of the Second Advent and come and take you to your permanent heavenly home where you will spend eternity with him. Hallelujah Praise Christ Jesus!

(III) Significance of the first temptation

Satan came to Jesus at the moment when Jesus needed food most as truly human. “The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread” (Mt. 4:3). This and the other two temptations were real and not just speculation or contemplation of Jesus from a figment of his imagination, as some theologians have suggested. It is clear from the above statement that the voice and the temptation came from outside. Please observe, “The tempter (devil) came to him”16. It is only in this way that believers in Christ are permitted to think of Jesus been tempted. In 1 Thessalonians 3:5, the prince of evil is called “the tempter” and so also, by implication, in other New Testament Scriptures.

The tempter first tempts humans into sin; then, when the tempted person follows his advice, the tempter becomes the accuser. Moreover, he will even continue to accuse the fallen person after the latter’s sin has already been forgiven by God (Zec. 3:1–5; Rev.12:10). The tempter tried to deride Jesus’ divine Sonship and said to him “If you are the Son of God” probably meaning “since you are the Son of God” and since that is what the Father told you at your baptism (Mt. 3:17); and since you believe and hold firm to it, make use of your divine majesty dignity and power so that you are no longer tortured by hunger”.

Please note that the devil was not casting doubt on Jesus’ divine Sonship because he had pre-spiritual knowledge of Jesus as the Son of God. Satan tempted Jesus to make use (the purpose of Satan was to tempt Jesus to misuse) of his supernatural divine power as the Son of God. The tempter wanted Jesus to abuse his Sonship of God for his own selfish gain, comfort and personal satisfaction, and not for the divine will and purpose for which Jesus came to fulfil by proclamation of the Kingdom of his Father and to die on the cross, and for the ultimate resurrection to bring eternal salvation to all believers in him. The tempter recognised Jesus’ divinity and addressed him accordingly as “Son of God”, but not without derogation. Although this is contrary to thought and concept of the Jews who considered Jesus as truly human and on one occasion explicitly expressed this and said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven?’” (Jn. 6:42).

(IV) Second temptation

I have evaluated above the circumstance, situation and environment and all other issues regarding the temptation of Jesus by Satan. As you may notice, Satan failed in his first attempt to tempt Jesus, but that did not discourage him, and he had to make the second attempt.

According to the account of Matthew, “Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. ‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down. For it written: “He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone”’. Jesus answered him, ‘It is also written: “Do not put the Lord your God to the test”’” (Mt. 4:5–7).

Observe that in the first temptation, Jesus quoted the Scripture to support or defend himself and to dismiss the temptation of Satan. In this second temptation Satan also quoted the Scripture from Psalm 9: 11–12 to justify his position which Satan thought might persuade Jesus to succumb to temptation the second time. Note that Satan misused or misquoted Psalm 9:11–12; please read this Scripture. Satan either deliberately or due to his limited power and knowledge missed out or omitted these words: “to guard you in all your ways”. Satan diabolically and mischievously left out the words “in all your ways” to undermine God’s divine promises. When these words are included, God promises to protect the righteous people in all their ways become fulfilled, true and stand firm. The ways of the righteous people are the ways of the people who dwell in the secret place of the Most High God and abide under the shadow of the Almighty and have found their refuge in Jehovah, upon whom [God] has set his love (Ps. 91:1–2).

In this second temptation, Satan used a double edged sword to attack both God the Father and God the Son at the same time. He tempted Jesus the Son and tried to test God the Father who had earlier declared Jesus as: “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” during his baptism. Satan tempted Jesus and asked him to “throw yourself down” and by doing so you would really and truly know whether God who you believe to be your Father would confirm his love and be faithful to you or not. “The proof of the pudding is in the eating” and Satan suggested to Jesus a practical way to confirm the love of the Father to him. Satan said to Jesus that if God is your Father as you claim, when you throw yourself down from this highest point of the temple “He will command his angels concerning you and they will lift you up in their hands” because of the love he has for you as his Son and the delight he has for you.

Satan suggested to Jesus that when you “throw yourself down” and “do not strike your foot against a stone” this would be a wonder and a miracle for the people around the temple, which would draw quick and spontaneous public attraction and attention. This would enable and help the Jews to automatically accept Jesus as their long-awaited Messiah-King and they would follow him and put their faith and hope in him so that he could perform more miracles and wonders and eventually set them free from the imperial, oppressive Roman Empire. This temptation was very tempting and attractive to Jesus as truly human because he would not need to go through the plan of his mission of suffering and ultimate death on the cross if he listened and took the advice of the tempter.

Obedience to Satan’s proposal really tempted Jesus in his human nature. Moreover, in his divine nature and unlimited power, Jesus could have easily thrown himself down from the pinnacle of Jerusalem’s Temple and could have made a spectacular landing without physical injury. Hallelujah! Jesus, being omnipotent, did not show off his power or capability and authority to the devil and totally resisted and rejected the idea of the evil one. Jesus realised that for him to do what Satan urged him to do would lead to substituting presumption for faith and effrontery for submission to God’s guidance, which would mean nothing less than to risk self-destruction. The false trust in the Father, which the devil demanded of Jesus in his human nature in this second temptation, was not better than the distrust he had projected in the first. If Jesus had agreed and taken up the suggestion of the second temptation, this would have led to Jesus (the Son) making a practical experiment of God (the Father).

Dear child of God, have you ever been tempted in the same way or in a similar manner and situation to which Jesus was tempted, to prove what you are capable of? The temptation to “prove yourself” could come in various ways and varied situations and circumstances, and in different stages of life. In most cases, the “prove yourself” temptation is from the devil and is intended to lead you into carrying out the devil’s diabolical plan, and if succumbed to it will lead you to sin against God and humanity. In most cases, temptation by Satan is something which the devil knows that you can easily do – it is within your capacity, ability and is very pleasurable to the body and mind. Satan can give you his evil reason to carry out his suggestion which you may think would be beneficial to you socially, materially or in any similar way. Satan will never state the negative or disadvantageous aspect of taking his advice.

Always ask the Holy Spirit to help you to vehemently reject the devil’s proposal, as Jesus did.

(V) Third temptation

When I was a pupil in primary school and a student in secondary school in the 50s and 60s in Nigeria, there were three examinations which were compulsory for pupils and students to take in each academic year. If a pupil or student failed all three examinations in the academic year, that person would not be allowed to go on to the next class and had to repeat the same lessons of the previous year. In this process, it was possible that a pupil or student could spent two or even three years in the same class and, occasionally, parents would decide to withdraw their children from education because they thought their child was “dull” and not intelligent enough to be in school.

However, it was possible that a pupil or student might fail the first two exanimations but pass the last examination which was the most important one and would still proceed to the next class in the next academic year. In this situation or circumstance of fail-fail-pass, the pupil or student, parents and even teachers were happy and rejoiced together because of the third and final attempt and good effort the person had made with a positive outcome of pass.

I think this is the idea behind the common adage “If at first you don’t succeed, try and try again”.

Therefore, in the final and third episode of the temptation of Jesus by Satan, Satan once again tried and made the last effort with all his hellish power because he was desperate to succeed. He had made two attempts and failed twice, but that did not matter, because if he could succeed in the third and final attempt he would have succeeded; indeed, and with that adage of “If at first you don’t succeed, try and try again” the devil tried to tempt Jesus the third time.

Matthew recorded the third and final episode of the temptation of Jesus by the devil as follows:

“Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. “All this I will give you”, he said, “If you will bow down and worship me”. Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only”. (Mt. 4:8–10).

Dear beloved child of the Lord God, please meticulously read and study this last and final attempt of Satan. It is more tempting, dangerously more delusive and encompassed the first and second attempts, but also it is most attractive to the imagination and understanding of the human body and mind of Jesus and all humanity. In this third temptation, Satan put in every effort and skill and tried to lash out hellish, diabolical ideas in order to make sure that he succeeded in stopping Jesus from carrying out his divine mission of salvation for the seeds of Adam and Eve who Satan successfully deceived many millennia earlier. Please note that the devil showed Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour” and promised to give it to Jesus just for a mere exchange of a “bow” and “worship” which would not take more than a fraction of a second for Jesus to do. Please make special note of the word, “splendour”, which among other meanings includes brightness, brilliance, glory, gorgeousness, riches, majesty, pomp, magnificence, renown, etc.

This promise, which Satan made to Jesus, is incomprehensive and fathomless because Satan purported to make Jesus the richest, most famous, most powerful and most popular person in the whole world. In fact, the devil purported to make Jesus pre-eminent as a human being and to surpass all other human beings of his own generation in all aspects of life. This promise from Satan to Jesus is very delusive and diabolic in its content, intent and purpose, because Satan himself knows very well that since the creation of the world by the Creator God, Satan had not made any human being the chief, greatest or uppermost of everything at the same time.

Satan grossly exaggerated his worldly power by promising Jesus “All this I will give you”. In other words, Satan claimed that the whole universe and everything in it belonged to him as he could not “give” out what he did not have. As has been stated earlier, Satan is the chief of liars. In his ministry of salvation, Jesus addressed the Jews regarding Satan and said to them: “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (Jn. 8:44).

Jesus, being truly divine, knew that Satan was telling a lie and claiming power and material blessing of the world he did not and would not have because:

1. Moses instructed the Israelites in the wilderness and said to them: “But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, while he swore to your forefathers, as it is today” (Dt. 8:18). The point I am making here is that it is YWYH God who is the Creator of the world who alone gives material or secular blessing and wealth to his people as his own prerogative right and not that of the devil, as Satan arrogantly claimed and promised to give the “splendour” of the world to Jesus.

2. The writer of the book of Proverbs stated: “Humility and the fear of the LORD bring wealth and honour and life” (Pr. 22:4). Dear reader, please understand that “wealth and honour and life” is only given or bestowed on a person who humbles himself or herself before the Creator God and to those who have holy fear of working and walking diligently with an upright and righteous mind in the sight of the divine God. These blessings had been given and are not given by Satan to those who “bow down and worship” the devil according to my faith and belief in Christ Jesus. “Wealth and honour and life” are divine benefits for those who seek heavenly wisdom.

3. The psalmist David declared YHWH of Israel as the Creator of the world and attributed divine ownership to him, saying: “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the word, and all who live in it for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters” (Ps. 24:1–2). I implore you to understand that David, who was the first person to be mentioned as recorded in the genealogy of Jesus (Mt. 1:1) proclaimed the Lord God of Israel as the Creator, sustainer, possessor, and owner of the world. According to the psalmist David, because of the Lordship of God, the Creator God is worthy of worship and reverend royally as “the King of glory” (Ps. 7–10). It is only the Lord God who is the Creator of the world who should be worshipped and not Satan. Paul transposed the Old Testament concept of God’s ownership of the world to the New Testament when he wrote to the church in Corinth and stated: “Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising questions of conscience, for, “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it” (1 Co. 10:25–26).

4. Christ Jesus came to the world to give divine light from God the Creator as John the Apostle stated: “The true light that gives light to every man was coming to the world” (Jn. 1:9; 8:12). Christ incarnated and was born as Jesus into the world created by God his Father and Creator of the world. Jesus was not born into the world created by Satan and, of course, Satan did not create this universe and cannot claim the things in it and offer them to Christ Jesus, who was there when the world was created by God the Father.

5. God the Creator created this world, and he loves it dearly, to the extent that he sent his only Son Christ Jesus to save it, as John the Divine put it: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the word through him” (Jn. 3:16–17).

Satan knew that Jesus had been in the desert for a prolonged period of 40 days and nights of fasting without food, to carry out his Father’s plan of salvation for the world God had created. Satan tempted Adam and Eve and was diabolically successful because Adam and Eve succumbed to Satan’s temptation. As a result, the world was plunged into sin and condemnation. Satan knew that Jesus would take away the sin of the world and bring salvation to those who believe in his name. Satan wanted the world God created to be in perpetual eternal sin of condemnation and, for that evil and diabolical reason, wanted to prevent Christ Jesus from carrying out his mission of salvation on earth. Satan knew that Christ Jesus is the “One and Only” Son of God (although Satan wanted Jesus to have a doubt in his mind and for that Satanic reason; Satan said to Jesus, “If you are the Son of God”) who came from God his Father. Christ Jesus is uniquely and divinely the “one and only Son of God”, and through his Sonship all believers in him are adapted children and heirs of the living God in Christ Jesus.

Please religiously read and study the Scriptures (including the book of Revelation) of the wonderful transformation of sinners who believed in Christ Jesus and who now share sonship and eternal heritage with Jesus in his heavenly Kingdom.

6. Satan knew for certain that Jesus did not need “all the Kingdoms of the world and their splendour” because Jesus had only a few (about three years) to live in the secular world; and Satan knew that Jesus would return to his Father in his heavenly Kingdom and leave behind all the magnificence and riches of this world.

At the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry, he said this in his prayer of adieu for his disciples: “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world”. (Jn. 17:13–14). Satan knew that Jesus was not of this world as he came only temporarily mainly for his mystery mission of salvation, and he did not need the worldly pomp and glory to fulfil his salvific mission.

7. Satan was aware that Jesus’ Kingdom which is heavenly and eternal, is not the same as the earthly kingdom and all the things in which he it purported to have and wanted to offer to Jesus. In his so-called “trial” before Pilate, and in his response to Pilate’s interrogation, Jesus said to Pilate: “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were so, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place” (Jn. 18:36). Jesus’ kingdom is not the kingdom which Satan offered to him because it was not built by secular wealth and not maintained by military might like the Roman Empire in the lifetime of Jesus. All the earthly kingdoms (including the most powerful – the Roman Empire) crumbled and faded away, but the heavenly eternal kingdom of Christ Jesus remains and Christ the King reigns from shore to shore and his kingdom shall never end. His kingdom is spiritually established in the hearts and minds of all those who believe in his name in all nooks and corners of the world.

I now go back to the rejoinder Jesus gave to Satan. Jesus said to Satan: “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: “Worship the Lord your God and serve him only” (Mt. 4:10). In his counterattack to Satan, the true nature of the divinity of Jesus was fully manifested to the glory of the Lord God. “Away from me Satan!” which emphatically dropped out from the holy lips of Jesus was an absolute divine authoritative command that Satan obeyed without hesitation. Matthew confirmed this and stated: ‘Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him’” (verse11). This holy decretal order of Christ Jesus showed abhorrence of the devil’s diabolical proposal as well as Jesus’ supremacy because of his true divine nature which overwhelmed Satan. Please note that as truly divine, “angels came and attended him” because they knew that Christ the holy one who came from heaven was in Jesus.

I think there is a need to probe into the reasons for the angels to come from heaven to attend to Jesus at the third and end of the temptation of Jesus. Why did the angels come from heaven and attend him? Matthew did not give precise answer(s) to my question, but here I put forward the following hypothetical and speculative answers:

1. Christ, who was truly and fully God in heaven, had received the services of angels in his eternal Father’s kingdom before, so it was proper for angels to attend him even on earth, as he was truly God and truly man, especially after his decisive victory over temptation by Satan.

2. Perhaps the angels attended Jesus and provided his immediate and basic needs of food and water, which his physical human body needed after fasting for 40 days and nights. God the Father of Christ Jesus and Christ himself provided water and food miraculously for a long period of 40 years for the Jews in their wilderness journey. I think the food which the angels might have provided for Jesus might have been more nourishing both physically and spiritually than the proposal which Satan made to Jesus to “tell these stones to become bread”. The bread which the angels might have provided for Jesus might have been more invigorating and energising than the bread which would had come from the stones.

When Elijah was fleeing to Mount Horeb, an angel of the Lord provided food and water. ‘Strengthened by that food, he travelled for 40 days and 40 nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God’ (1 Ki. 19: 8). It is very likely as in the case of Elijah, the angels attended Jesus and provided food and water at the end of his temptation which strengthened him. The clue is from Luke’s account of the temptation of Jesus. According to Luke: ‘When the devil had finished all his tempting, he left him until an opportune time. Jesus returned to Galilee in power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside.’ (Lk 4: 13–14). Probably, it was the food and water that the angels provided for Jesus which strengthened him and enabled him to leave the desert of temptation and ‘returned to Galilee in power of the Spirit’.

3. It is likely that the angels went to Jesus and congratulated and saluted him for his victory over the temptation of Satan. It was proper and necessary for the angels to thank and praise him because Jesus (the second Adam) succeeded where the first Adam failed.

4. Probably, the divine beings went and attended Jesus and assured him that he is indeed “The Son of God” as they had known him and worshipped as Christ when he was with them in heaven. They dispelled the doubts which Satan tried to put in his mind by saying to him “If you are the Son of God”, instead of saying to [Jesus] “You are the one and only Son of God”.

5. The angels from God the Father attended Jesus and perhaps encouraged him to carry on the mission of salvation which God the Father planned to save the world from sin and condemnation because of the disobedience of the first Adam. With that divine assurance and encouragement from the celestial beings, Jesus left the wilderness of temptation and ‘returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit and news about him spread through the whole countryside’ (Lk. 4:14).

6. Observe that “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, where for 40 days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days and at the end of them he was hungry” (Lk. 4:1–2). Note that Christ Jesus beside been truly God, was also truly man; and it is certainly not surprising that at the end of these 40 days he was famished. This might have caused both physical and spiritual weakness in Jesus. But observe that after the angels attended him and provided him with all he needed, he regained his divine power and ‘returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside’ (Lk. 4:14).

The point I am making here is that the heavenly visitors went and spiritually equipped Jesus that enabled him to galvanise himself to divine action to carry out his mission of salvation which God the Father had assigned him to do.

Luke put more emphasises of the result or outcome of the presence of the Holy Spirit and stated: ‘[Jesus] taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him’ (verse 15). According to the gospel of Luke, this was the first and formal appearance of Jesus in the public domain in Israel’s religious arena.

7. It is of spiritual gain and interest to note that Matthew and Mark recorded angels who attended Jesus at the end of his 40 days and 40 nights fasting and temptation (Mt. 4:11; Mk. 1:13), but Luke did not record in his gospel ministering spirit that attended Jesus.

However, Luke recorded that at the close of Jesus’ earthly mission and before his arrest, trial and crucifixion and glorious resurrection, “An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him” (Lk. 22:43). This happened on the Mount of Olives when Jesus knew the intensity of the impending agony and suffering, he would soon go through on the cross and he was overwhelmed by his human nature. And he prayed and said, “Father if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be down” (verse 42).

I think this is the point or moment when both the divine and human natures of Christ Jesus manifested themselves and were belligerent to each other equably. Just like after the 40 days and 40 nights’ fasting and temptation, this was the weakest point or moment for Jesus as truly human. And like the angel who attended Jesus and empowered and encouraged him before he started his mission of salvation, this “angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him”. The divine encouragement and empowerment from the heavenly being changed the balance of the human nature towards the divine nature and helped Jesus to fulfil his mission of salvation as he went through the cruel crucifixion and suffering on the cross and ultimately had victory over death and the power of Satan after his marvellous resurrection.

In the episode of the temptation, Jesus made his last statement against Satan: “Jesus said to him, “Away from me Satan! For it is written ‘worship the Lord your God and serve him only’” (Mt. 4:10). This is a divine command from the truly divine Jesus, and Satan had no immediate opportunity or chance to tempt Jesus. At this command or decretal order, which was issued from the Holy lips of Holy Christ Jesus, Satan instantaneously obeyed and disappeared without hesitation.

However, Satan vanished temporarily according to Luke’s account: “when the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time” (Lk. 4:13). Satan tried to look for an opportunity to test Jesus throughout his earthly mission of salvation, culminating in the final and supreme test at Gethsemane. Please carefully read and study the Scriptures that show that Satan indeed resumed his attack and occasionally tempted Jesus in his ministry of salvation. It is imperative to note that the devil did not desist from Jesus for a long time from carrying out his sinister activities; he only suspended it for a short period of time when he was commanded to leave.

Satan might have realised that he had been totally and thoroughly defeated and was very angry. He might had been very surprised and upset that he made three good attempts to tempt Jesus and all had failed. He might have thought of how it was very easy to tempt Adam and Eve, and that was not three attempts, not even two, but just one.

Satan had to make a self-assessment and examine himself to find out for himself the reason for his abysmal failure, because he is the same being who had very comfortably tempted and succeeded without tears when he tested Adam and Eve. In fact, it could have been more difficult for Satan to tempt Adam and Eve and succeed because they were in their comfort zone with all the good food and fruits and water in the Garden of Paradise and they did not fast for even one day and were not famished. Their environment, situation and circumstance were quite contrary to what Christ Jesus faced after fasting for 40 days and nights in an inhabitable hostile environment with wild animals in the desert. Satan might have analysed all these facts, which might have added to his bitterness and might have made it possible for him to be more determined to make sure that he did everything within his diabolical power to stop Jesus carrying out his mission of salvation sooner rather than later.

More than ever, therefore, Satan was adamant in his assault on Jesus and his mystery mission of salvation.

Hallelujah! Praises, glory and honour be to our Lord God, Christ Jesus. Satan’s attempt to stop Jesus from carrying out his mission of salvation abysmally and woefully failed in the desert before Jesus started his work of salvation. All the other attempts Satan made in the lifetime mission of salvation by Christ Jesus also had the same fate as the one in the desert. Jesus, Son of God the Father in both divine and human natures, focused on his mission of salvation that his Father, God, planned for the seeds of Adam and Eve shortly after they disobeyed God’s command and succumbed to the temptation of Satan. Jesus obeyed and accepted the plan of his Father in faith and trusted his Father and accomplished the work of salvation and ultimately liberated humanity which had been held captive by the devil since the fall of Adam and Eve (Ac. 10:38).

According to Allison,17 the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness has most commonly been a periegetic (i.e., praise or exhortation) interpretation. In his temptation, Christ Jesus is presented as a model disciple or according to a Christological interpretation, by which Christ Jesus rejected a false understanding of political Messiahship. Neither interpretation can be discounted or taken into consideration as a matter of opinion.

The most significant point of Christ Jesus’ obedience as Son of God in the face of temptation is first a statement about salvation history, which is the main theme of this book. In his temptation, Jesus, the Son of God, recapitulated the experience of Israel in the desert (Dt. 8:2–3), in which the end resembles the beginning. Like Israel, Jesus was tempted by hunger (Ex. 16:2–8), tempted to put God to the test (Ex. 17:1–4; Dt.6:16) and tempted into idolatry (Ex. 32). On each occasion Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy (8:3–4 (see v.4), 6:7–16, (see verses 7 and 10). Unlike Israel, Jesus neither murmured nor gave into temptation. The 40 days and 40 nights of temptation are the typological equivalent of Israel’s 40 years of wandering in the desert, Moses’ fast for 40 days and 40 nights (Ex.24: 18), and Elijah’s 40 days and 40 night journey to Horeb the Mountain of God (1 Ki. 19:8).

Finally, dear child of the overcomer, the Lord God Christ Jesus, please have divine spiritual understanding that the devil is the same as Satan (Mt. 4:10, 11; 12:26; 16:23) and Beelzebub (Mt. 10:25, 12: 24, 27). He is “the enemy” (Mt.13:39) who in tempting Jesus, only acting as he does towards all God’s people (Mt. 6:13; 26:41). Hurrah! But throughout in the gospel of Matthew he and his evil underlings always wear faces of defeat. The devil’s failure with Jesus in the temptation narrative is paradigmatic: he nowhere wins. Christ Jesus, for instance, easily cast out demons. So, there is in Matthew a recognition of the limitation of the powers of iniquity. These are strictly circumscribed.
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10. CHAPTER 4

CATEGORIES OF TEMPTATION

(I) Introduction

In Chapter 3, I tried to explain the manifestation of both the divine and human natures in Christ Jesus regarding his temptation. The main purpose in this chapter is to evaluate and analyse categories of temptation which I think may be useful and helpful for you to make spiritual gain and to grow and increase in celestial understanding as a child of Christ Jesus.

The word “tempt” means to test, lure, entice, seduce, appeal, etc. The idea of testing a person appears in various connections throughout the Bible. There are five various categories of temptation18 which I will analyse in the following paragraphs.

(II) Divine to human: God tests his people

God tests his people by putting them in situations which reveal the quality of their faith and devotion, so that all can see what is in their hearts. By testing them, he purifies them, as metal is purified in the refiner’s crucible. By his divine test of his people, God strengthens their patience and measures their character. God’s test leads his people into an enlarged assurance of his love for them. Through faithfulness in times of testing, God’s people become “approved” in his sight.

(a) Abraham tested

I sincerely recommend that the above cited Scriptures be meticulously studied and used as Bible study. As you may realise, it will not be possible to examine each passage due to time and space. However, I will use Genesis 22:1–19 as a case study of God’s test of his people and present Abraham “the father of faith” when he was tested by God in the following paragraphs.

It is of paramount importance to note that God tested Abraham and did not tempt him, for God does not tempt (Jas. 1:13). God tests his children to confirm their faith (Ex. 20:20) or to prove their commitment (Dt. 8:2). On the other hand, Satan tempts God’s people (1 Co. 7:5) to make them fall.

“Sometime later God tested Abraham. He said to him ‘Abraham!’ ‘Here I am’ he replied. Then God said, ‘Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about’” (Ge. 22:1–2).

This story is one of the most fascinating and brilliantly presented narratives in the book of Genesis. It has generated an immense quality of interest and raised all sorts of hermeneutic comments even in the Biblical era and this trend is continuing in this age and likely to do so till the Second Advent of Christ Jesus, who made the final and ultimate sacrifice in his First Advent. According to Whybray,19 it may be that somewhere in its background lies a story about human sacrifice, specifically the sacrifice of the firstborn; but there is no indication at all that this practice, which was not only forbidden but regarded with horror in Israel, was in the mind of the author of the present story.

My focus here is the statement in the opening verse 1: “Sometime later God tested Abraham” which gives the clue that God’s purpose of instructing Abraham to “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering” was to test Abraham’s faith and obedience to see whether he “feared God” (verse 12). I think this is the summary and the divine reason behind this story of aborted (by Godself) human sacrifice to Yahweh Holy God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. I think Abraham was forced to choose between obedience to an incomprehensible and abhorrent command and his love for his only son Isaac (verse 2). Please note that there is a terrible dramatic irony here. The whole truth here was that God did not intend that his command to Abraham to use Isaac as a “burnt offering” should be carried out, but Abraham had no means of knowing that even if he was a seer; it would have been impossible to read the divine mind of God and fathom what was in his heart. However, Abraham was a devoted “friend of God” since the very moment he was called to “leave” his “country”, “people” and his father’s household and go to the land God would show him (Ge. 12), and because of this he passed the test. God tested Abraham and he passed the test because he was faithful to God Yahweh of Abraham and trusted him that if God had actually and really allowed him to practically kill his “only son” for a “burnt offering”, Abraham might have thought that the God who promised him a son (Isaac) and eventually fulfilled his promise would in the same way replace Isaac with another son in another unprecedented and miraculous manner.

Please note that it is only here in Genesis, and only here in the Pentateuch, that God tested an individual as an object. You may ponder and ask what of Job? I will come to him very soon in a different subheading. In other Old Testament passages, God tested the people of Israel as a community. This portrait of Abraham had been tested and had characterised the entire descendant of Abraham, especially in their wilderness journey to the promised land of Palestine (which flowed with “milk and honey”). Abraham, who was progenitor and beginner of the nation of Israel, must entrust his entire life and future of Isaac and Jacob and all their seeds to God.

The author of Chronicles identified “the region of Moriah” as the area in which was the Temple Mount in Jerusalem (2 Ch. 3:1) where Solomon built the Temple. It is vital to observe that Abraham had first worshipped and made a sacrifice several centuries earlier on the Temple Mount.

It is of paramount importance to state that God “tested” Abraham but did not “tempt” him, for God does not tempt (Ja. 1:13). It is Satan that tempts the children of God (like Adam and Eve in Ge. 3) to make them fall like him (1 Co. 7:5). Divinely, God tests his people positively to confirm their faith (Ex. 20:20) or to prove their commitment (Dt. 8:2) or as a trial or as a discipline that culminates in spiritual gain (Job 1:6–2:13). The testing of Abraham in Genesis chapter 22 is important but note that verses 15–18 are a repetition of the promise blessings which God had made in Genesis 12: 2–3 and which make explicit its place in the wider context of Abraham’s life. By his obedience Abraham has confirmed that he is worthy of divine blessing, not just for himself and descendants of Isaac and Jacob, but for “all nations on earth”.

(b) God tested the Israelites

There are three episodes in Exodus in which the word “test” occurs as a common factor of expression, when YHWH tested the Israelite community to see whether they would be faithful and obedient to him; on the other hand, Israel tested or provoked YHWH by their grumbling. All the three episodes go very closely together. Two short stories are about water and the much longer one is about the manna. In each, the people raised a complaint against Moses, to which YHWH responded with gracious provision for their needs. In each, Moses acted as the intermediary between YHWH and the people, both ruling them and interceding for them. Please note, all tests in the wilderness concerned either food or drink for the people or Moses’ authority.


OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/Text/nav.xhtml

  
    Table of Contents


    
      		
        Cover
      


      		
        Title
      


      		
        Content
      


      		
        The Awe of the Two Natures and Miracles of Christ Jesus
      


      		
        Dedication
      


      		
        1. Preface
      


      		
        2. Rationale
      


      		
        3. Acknowledgements
      


      		
        4. Aim
      


      		
        5. Book Structure
      


      		
        6. Part One: The Two Natures of Christ Jesus 
      


      		
        7. Chapter 1: Introduction
      


      		
        8. Chapter 2: The Baptism of Jesus: Divinity and Humanity
      


      		
        9. Chapter 3: The Temptation of Jesus: Divinity and Humanity 
      


      		
        10. Chapter 4: Categories of Temptation
      


      		
        11. Part Two: The Healing Miracles of Christ Jesus
      


      		
        12. Chapter 5: The Healing Miracles
      


      		
        14. Chapter 6: The Two Blind Men
      


      		
        15. Chapter 7: Man Blind, Mute and Possessed
      


      		
        16. Chapter 8: Two Blind Men Received Their Sight or Blind Bartimaeus Receives His Sight  Or a Blind Beggar Receives His Sight. 
      


      		
        17. Chapter 9: The Blind Man at Bethsaida
      


      		
        18. Chapter 10: Healing of a Man Born Blind
      


      		
        19. Section Two: Power over Demons
      


      		
        20. Chapter 11: Healing of Two Demon-Possessed Men or Healing of a Demon-Possessed Man
      


      		
        21. Chapter 12: Man, Mute and Demon-possessed
      


      		
        22. Chapter 13: The Healing of a Boy with a Demon or the Healing of a Boy with an Evil Spirit
      


      		
        23. Chapter 14: Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit
      


      		
        24. Chapter 15: The Healing of a Deaf and Mute Man
      


      		
        25. Section Three: Cleansing Leprosy
      


      		
        26. Chapter 16: A Man with Leprosy
      


      		
        27. Chapter 17: Ten Men with Leprosy
      


      		
        28. Section Four: Healing of Officials’ Relatives
      


      		
        29. Chapter 18: The Faith of the Centurion or the Roman Centurion’s Servant
      


      		
        30. Chapter 19: A Royal Official’s Son at Capernaum
      


      		
        31. Chapter 20: Healing of the Ear of the High Priest’s Servant
      


      		
        32. Section Five: Healing Miracle on Women
      


      		
        33. Chapter 21: Healing of Peter’s Mother-in-law
      


      		
        34. Chapter 22: Healing of a Bleeding Woman
      


      		
        35. Chapter 23: Healing of a Woman’s Daughter or Faith of a Canaanite Woman or Faith of  the Syro-Phoenician Woman
      


      		
        36. Chapter 24: Healing of a Crippled Woman on the Sabbath
      


      		
        37. Section Six: Heterogeneous Healing Miracles
      


      		
        38. Chapter 25: A Man with a Shrivelled Hand
      


      		
        39. Chapter 26: Man with Dropsy
      


      		
        40. Chapter 27: Sick Man, Pool At Bethesda
      


      		
        41. Chapter 28: Jesus Heals a Paralytic
      


      		
        42. Section Seven: Mass Healing of Various Diseases
      


      		
        43. Chapter 29: Jesus Heals Many
      


      		
        44. Chapter 30: Jesus Heals the Sick
      


      		
        45. Chapter 31: Mass Healing of Various Diseases
      


      		
        46. Chapter 32: False Healers
      


      		
        47. Part Three: Command over the Forces of Nature
      


      		
        48. Chapter 33: Catch of Fish
      


      		
        49. Chapter 34: Coin in the Fish’s Mouth
      


      		
        50. Chapter 35: Another Catch of Fish and Miraculous Meal (Post-Resurrection)
      


      		
        51. Chapter 36: Jesus Calms the Storm
      


      		
        52. Chapter 37: Jesus Walks on the Water
      


      		
        53. Chapter 38: Jesus Changes Water to Wine
      


      		
        54. Chapter 39: Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
      


      		
        55. Chapter 40: Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand
      


      		
        56. Chapter 41: Cursing of the Fig Tree
      


      		
        57. Part Four: Bringing the Dead Back to Life
      


      		
        58. Chapter 42: Restoration of Life To Jairus’ Daughter
      


      		
        59. Chapter 43: Raising of the Widow’s Son at Nain
      


      		
        60. Chapter 44: Raising of Lazarus
      


      		
        61. Summary of Chapters of Miracles
      


      		
        62. References
      


      		
        Copyright
      


    


  


OEBPS/Images/titlepage.jpg
The Awe
of
The Two Natures

and Miracles

of
Christ Jesus

Dr Ibim Alfred

oooooooooooooo
Publishing Limited





