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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Ryan Thomas Gosling (born November 12, 1980) is a Canadian actor and musician. He began his career as a child star on the Disney Channel's Mickey Mouse Club (1993–95) and went on to appear in other family entertainment programs including Are You Afraid of the Dark? (1995) and Goosebumps (1996). His first starring film role was as a Jewish neo-Nazi in The Believer (2001), and he went on to star in several independent films, including Murder by Numbers (2002), The Slaughter Rule (2002), and The United States of Leland (2003). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 460 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Adolf Hitler (German:  ( listen); 20 April 1889 – 30 April 1945) was a German politician who was the leader of the Nazi Party (Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei; NSDAP), Chancellor of Germany from 1933 to 1945, and Führer ("Leader") of Nazi Germany from 1934 to 1945. As dictator of the German Reich, he initiated World War II in Europe with the invasion of Poland in September 1939, and was central to the Holocaust. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 1332 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The Beatles were an English rock band formed in Liverpool in 1960. With members John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr, they became widely regarded as the foremost and most influential act of the rock era. Rooted in skiffle, beat and 1950s rock and roll, the Beatles later experimented with several musical styles, ranging from pop ballads and Indian music to psychedelia and hard rock, often incorporating classical elements and unconventional recording techniques in innovative ways. In 1963 their enormous popularity first emerged as "Beatlemania", and as the group's music grew in sophistication in subsequent years, led by primary songwriters Lennon and McCartney, they came to be perceived as an embodiment of the ideals shared by the counterculture of the 1960s. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 792 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The death of Edgar Allan Poe on October 7, 1849, has remained mysterious: the circumstances leading up to it are uncertain and the cause of death is disputed. On October 3, he was found delirious on the streets of Baltimore, Maryland, "in great distress, and ... in need of immediate assistance", according to the man who found him, Joseph W. Walker. He was taken to the Washington College Hospital, where he died at 5 a.m. on Sunday, October 7. He was 40 years old. Poe was never coherent enough to explain how he came to be in this condition. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 166 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. "Jack and the Beanstalk" is an English fairy tale. It appeared as "The Story of Jack Spriggins and the Enchanted Bean" in 1734 and as Benjamin Tabart's moralised "The History of Jack and the Bean-Stalk" in 1807. Henry Cole, publishing under pen name Felix Summerly popularised the tale in The Home Treasury (1845), and Joseph Jacobs rewrote it in English Fairy Tales (1890). Jacobs' version is most commonly reprinted today and it is believed to be closer to the oral versions than Tabart's because it lacks the moralising. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 171 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Hamilton (musical)






This article is about the Broadway musical. For the 2015 Broadway cast recording, see Hamilton (album). For the 2016 album inspired by the show, see The Hamilton Mixtape.

Hamilton: An American Musical is a sung-through musical about the life of American Founding Father Alexander Hamilton, with music, lyrics and book by Lin-Manuel Miranda.[1] The show, inspired by the 2004 biography Alexander Hamilton[image: External link] by historian Ron Chernow, achieved both critical acclaim and box office success.

The musical made its Off-Broadway debut at The Public Theater in February 2015, where its engagement was sold out.[2] The show transferred to Broadway in August 2015 at the Richard Rodgers Theatre. On Broadway, it received enthusiastic critical reception and unprecedented advance box office sales.[3] In 2016, Hamilton received a record-setting 16 Tony nominations, winning 11, including Best Musical, and was also the recipient of the 2016 Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater Album and the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Drama. The prior off-Broadway production of Hamilton won the 2015 Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Musical as well as seven other Drama Desk Awards out of 14 total nominated categories.

The Chicago production of Hamilton began preview performances at the PrivateBank Theatre, in September 2016 and officially opened the following month.[4] The first U.S. national tour of the show began performances in March 2017.[5] A production of Hamilton will open in the West End in November 2017 at the Victoria Palace Theatre.[6] A second U.S. tour is also set to begin performances in early 2018.[7]

On February 14, 2017, Miranda confirmed that a film adaptation based on the musical is in the works.[8]



TOP
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 Background




While on vacation from performing in his hit Broadway show In the Heights, Lin-Manuel Miranda bought a copy of Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow, a biography of Alexander Hamilton at an airport. After finishing the first few chapters, Miranda began to envision the life of Hamilton as a musical, and researched whether a stage musical of Hamilton's life had been created. All he found was that a play of Hamilton's story had been done on Broadway in 1917, starring George Arliss as Alexander Hamilton.[10]

Miranda therefore began a project entitled The Hamilton Mixtape. On May 12, 2009, Miranda was invited to perform music from In the Heights at the White House Evening of Poetry, Music and the Spoken Word. Instead, he performed the first song from The Hamilton Mixtape, a rough version of what would later become "Alexander Hamilton," Hamilton's opening number. He spent a year after that working on "My Shot", another early number from the show.[11]

Miranda performed in a workshop production of the show, then titled The Hamilton Mixtape, at the Vassar Reading Festival on July 27, 2013.[12] The workshop production was directed by Thomas Kail and musically directed by Alex Lacamoire. The workshop consisted of the entirety of the first act of the show and three songs from the second act. The workshop was accompanied by Lacamoire on the piano.[11]

Of the original workshop cast, only three principal cast members played in the Off-Broadway production: Miranda, Daveed Diggs[image: External link], and Christopher Jackson. Most of the original Off-Broadway cast moved to Broadway, except Brian d'Arcy James, who was replaced by Jonathan Groff as King George III.
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 Synopsis
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 Act One




The musical begins with the company summarizing Alexander Hamilton's early life as an orphan in the Caribbean ("Alexander Hamilton"). Hamilton was born out of wedlock in the West Indies[13]—his father abandoned him at an early age and his mother died when Hamilton was twelve. By nineteen, Hamilton has made his way to the American colonies, a dedicated supporter of American independence.

In the summer of 1776 in New York City[image: External link], Hamilton seeks out Aaron Burr. Burr advises the overenthusiastic Hamilton to "talk less; smile more". Hamilton is unable to understand why Burr would rather exercise caution than fight for his beliefs ("Aaron Burr, Sir"). Hamilton bonds with three fellow revolutionaries: abolitionist John Laurens, the flamboyant Frenchman Marquis de Lafayette, and the tailor's apprentice Hercules Mulligan. Hamilton dazzles them with his rhetorical skills ("My Shot") and they dream of laying down their lives for their cause ("The Story of Tonight"). Meanwhile, the wealthy Schuyler sisters—Angelica, Eliza, and Peggy—wander the streets of New York, excited by the spirit of revolution in the air ("The Schuyler Sisters").

Samuel Seabury, a vocal Loyalist, preaches against the American Revolution, and Hamilton refutes and ridicules his statements ("Farmer Refuted"). A message arrives from King George III, reminding the colonists that he is able and willing to fight for their submission ("You'll Be Back").

The revolution is underway, and Hamilton, Burr, and their friends join the Continental Army. As the army retreats from New York City, General George Washington realizes he needs help to win the war. Though Hamilton desires a command and to fight on the front lines, he recognizes the opportunity Washington offers him, and accepts a position as his aide-de-camp ("Right Hand Man").

In the winter of 1780, the men attend a ball given by Philip Schuyler, and Hamilton sets his sights on the man's daughters ("A Winter's Ball"). Eliza falls instantly in love, and after being introduced by Angelica, Eliza and Hamilton soon wed ("Helpless"). Angelica is also smitten with Hamilton, but swallows her feelings for the sake of her sister's happiness ("Satisfied"). Hamilton, Laurens, Lafayette and Mulligan drunkenly celebrate the marriage when Burr arrives to offer congratulations. After Laurens teases him, Burr admits that he is having an affair with Theodosia Bartow Prevost, the wife of a British officer ("The Story of Tonight (Reprise)[image: External link]"). Hamilton urges Burr to make the relationship public. Burr, however, prefers to wait and see what life has in store for him rather than take any drastic measures ("Wait For It").

As the revolution continues, Hamilton repeatedly petitions Washington to give him command, but Washington refuses, instead promoting Charles Lee. This decision proves disastrous at the Battle of Monmouth, where Lee orders a retreat against Washington's orders, which prompts the commander to remove him from command in favor of Lafayette. Disgruntled, Lee spreads slanderous and vindictive rumors about Washington ("Stay Alive"). Hamilton is offended, but Washington orders Hamilton to ignore the comments. Hamilton does not wish to do so, but cannot disobey a direct order; instead, Laurens duels Lee, with Hamilton as his second, and Burr as Lee's second. Laurens is satisfied after he injures Lee and Lee yields ("Ten Duel Commandments"). Washington is angered by the duel, and orders Hamilton to return home to his wife ("Meet Me Inside"). When Hamilton returns home, Eliza tells him she is pregnant. She reassures a hesitant Hamilton that he doesn't need fame or fortune to live a happy life by her side ("That Would Be Enough").

Lafayette takes a larger leadership role in the revolution, persuading France to join the American cause, and the balance shifts in favor of the Continental Army. Washington and Lafayette realize they can win the war by cutting off the British navy at Yorktown, but they will need Hamilton to do so, and the general offers him his long-desired command ("Guns and Ships"). On the eve of battle, Washington recalls his disastrous first command, and advises Hamilton that no man can control how he is remembered ("History Has Its Eyes on You"). After several days of fighting, the Continental Army is victorious. The British surrender in the last major battle of the war ("Yorktown (The World Turned Upside Down)"). His forces defeated, King George asks the rebels how they expect to successfully govern on their own ("What Comes Next?").

Soon after the victory at Yorktown, Hamilton's son Philip is born, while Burr has a daughter, Theodosia ("Dear Theodosia"). Hamilton receives word that Laurens has been killed in a seemingly pointless battle (the Battle of the Combahee River) and throws himself into his work. ("Tomorrow There'll Be More of Us").[14] Hamilton and Burr both return to New York to finish their studies and pursue careers as lawyers. Burr is in awe of Hamilton's unyielding work ethic and becomes increasingly irritated by his success. Hamilton is chosen as a delegate to the Constitutional Convention in the summer of 1787. Hamilton enlists James Madison and John Jay to write The Federalist Papers after Burr refuses. Angelica announces that she has found a husband and will be moving to London[image: External link]. The newly elected President Washington enlists Hamilton for the job of Treasury Secretary[image: External link], despite Eliza's protests ("Non-Stop").
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 Act Two




In 1789, Thomas Jefferson returns to the U.S. from France, where he spent most of the Articles of Confederation era as an ambassador. Immediately upon returning, he briefly addresses Sally Hemings, asking her to open a letter from Washington, requesting that he become the first secretary of State under the new Constitution. Upon Jefferson's arrival in New York, James Madison asks for Jefferson's help to stop Hamilton's financial plan, which Madison believes gives the government too much control ("What'd I Miss?"). Jefferson and Hamilton debate the merits of Hamilton's financial plan during a Cabinet meeting. Washington pulls Hamilton aside, and tells him to figure out a compromise to win over Congress ("Cabinet Battle #1").

While Hamilton is working at home, Eliza reminds him that Philip, their son, is turning nine years old. Philip presents Hamilton with a short rap he composed, amazing his father. Angelica advises Hamilton to convince Jefferson of his plan so Congress will accept it. She also mentions a letter recently received from Hamilton, in which he referred to her as his "dearest," and wondering if it was intentional. Later, Eliza and Angelica try to persuade Hamilton to accompany them on vacation for the summer, but Hamilton refuses, saying that he has to work on his plan for Congress, staying in New York while the family goes upstate ("Take a Break").

While alone, Hamilton is visited by Maria Reynolds, who claims she has been deserted by her husband. When Hamilton offers to help her, they begin an affair. Maria's husband James Reynolds blackmails Hamilton, who is furious with Maria but pays Reynolds and continues the affair ("Say No To This").

Hamilton discusses his plan with Jefferson and Madison over a private dinner, which results in the Compromise of 1790, giving support to Hamilton's financial plan in exchange for moving the United States capital from New York to Washington, D.C., a site much closer to Jefferson's home in Virginia. Burr is envious of Hamilton's sway in the government and wishes he had similar power ("The Room Where It Happens"). Burr switches political parties and defeats Eliza's father, Philip Schuyler, in a race for Schuyler's seat in the Senate. This drives a wedge between Burr and Hamilton—the latter believes that Burr holds no loyalties and will stop at nothing to gain influence ("Schuyler Defeated").

In another Cabinet meeting, Jefferson and Hamilton argue over whether the United States should assist France in its conflict with Britain. Washington ultimately agrees with Hamilton's argument for remaining neutral ("Cabinet Battle #2"). After the meeting, Burr, Jefferson, and Madison share their envy of Washington's perennial support of Hamilton's policies. They begin to seek a way to damage Hamilton's public image ("Washington on Your Side").

Washington tells Hamilton that Jefferson has resigned from his position in order to run for president, and that Washington himself is stepping down. Hamilton is shocked, but Washington convinces him that it is the right thing to do, and they write a farewell address ("One Last Time"). In England, King George III receives word that Washington is stepping down and will be replaced with John Adams. The king exits merrily, ready to enjoy the United States' suffering through the political turmoil caused by transitions in leadership, and Adams' inexperience ("I Know Him").

Hamilton is fired by Adams and publishes an inflammatory critique of the new president as a response ("The Adams Administration"). Jefferson, Madison and Burr believe they have found proof that Hamilton embezzled government money, effectively committing treason. When confronted, Hamilton admits to his affair with Maria Reynolds and his furtive payments to James Reynolds ("We Know"). Though the men swear to keep his secret, Burr reminds Hamilton that rumors grow, and Hamilton worries that the truth will get out. He reflects on how writing openly and honestly has saved him in the past ("Hurricane"), and publishes a public admission about the affair, hoping to snuff out rumors of embezzlement and save his political legacy. His personal reputation, however, is ruined following the publication of his Observations ("The Reynolds Pamphlet"). Heartbroken by his infidelity, Eliza tearfully burns the letters Hamilton has written her over the years, destroying Hamilton's chance at being redeemed by "future historians" and keeping the world from knowing how she reacted by "erasing herself from the narrative" ("Burn").

Years pass, and Philip, now grown, challenges George Eacker to a duel for insulting his father. Following Alexander's advice, Philip aims for the sky at the beginning of the duel, hoping the gesture would cause Eacker to stand down, but at the count of seven, Eacker shoots him ("Blow Us All Away"). Philip is taken to a doctor, who is unable to save him. Hamilton and Eliza separately arrive not long before Philip dies ("Stay Alive (Reprise)"). In the aftermath of Philip's death, the family moves uptown. Hamilton asks for Eliza's forgiveness for his mistakes, which he eventually receives ("It's Quiet Uptown").

The presidential election of 1800 results in President John Adams' defeat, with Jefferson and Burr tied to win. Hamilton is upset that Burr holds no apparent principles, and so endorses Jefferson, who wins the presidency ("The Election of 1800"). Burr, angered, challenges Hamilton to a duel via an exchange of letters ("Your Obedient Servant"). Before sunrise on the morning of the duel, Eliza, unaware of the duel, asks Hamilton to come back to bed. Hamilton tells her he has an appointment, and tells her that he loves her ("Best of Wives and Best of Women").

Burr and Hamilton travel to Weehawken, New Jersey for the duel. Hamilton aims his pistol at the sky and is struck in the chest by Burr's bullet. Hamilton soliloquizes on death, his relationships, and his legacy. He dies soon after, with his wife and Angelica at his side. Burr laments that even though he survived, he is cursed to be the villain in history, remembered as the man who killed Alexander Hamilton ("The World Was Wide Enough").

The company congregates to close the story. Washington enters and reminds the audience that they have no control over how they will be remembered. Jefferson and Madison collectively admit the genius of their rival's financial plans. Eliza explains her role in preserving her husband's legacy over the next 50 years and frets that she has still not done enough. Addressing Hamilton directly, she tells him that she has established a private orphanage in his honor and she "can't wait to see [him] again" ("Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story").[15]
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 Roles and principal casts
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 Original production casts






	Character
	Vassar Workshop[16]
	Off-Broadway[17]
	Broadway[18]
	Chicago[4]
	First U.S. Tour[19]
	West End[20]



	Alexander Hamilton
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Miguel Cervantes
	Michael Luwoye
	TBA



	Aaron Burr
	Utkarsh Ambudkar[image: External link]
	Leslie Odom, Jr.
	Joshua Henry
	Giles Terera



	Eliza Schuyler Hamilton
	Ana Nogueira[image: External link]
	Phillipa Soo
	Ari Afsar
	Solea Pfeiffer
	Rachelle Ann Go



	Angelica Schuyler
	Anika Noni Rose
	Renée Elise Goldsberry
	Karen Olivo
	Emmy Raver-Lampman
	Rachel John



	Marquis de Lafayette / Thomas Jefferson
	Daveed Diggs[image: External link]
	Chris De'Sean Lee
	Jordan Donica
	Jason Pennycooke



	George Washington
	Christopher Jackson
	Jonathan Kirkland
	Isaiah Johnson
	Obioma Ugoala



	King George III
	Joshua Henry
	Brian d'Arcy James
	Jonathan Groff
	Alexander Gemignani
	Rory O'Malley
	TBA



	John Laurens / Philip Hamilton
	Javier Muñoz
	Anthony Ramos
	José Ramos
	Rubén J. Carbajal[image: External link]
	Cleve September



	Peggy Schuyler / Maria Reynolds
	Presilah Nunez
	Jasmine Cephas Jones
	Samantha Marie Ware
	Amber Iman
	Christine Allado



	Hercules Mulligan / James Madison
	Joshua Henry
	Okieriete Onaodowan
	Wallace Smith
	Mathenee Treco
	Tarinn Callender
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 Notable Broadway cast replacements





	Alexander Hamilton: Javier Muñoz,[21] Jevon McFerrin[22][23]


	Aaron Burr: Brandon Victor Dixon[24]


	Eliza Schuyler Hamilton: Lexi Lawson[24]


	Angelica Schuyler: Mandy Gonzalez[25]





	Marquis de Lafayette / Thomas Jefferson: Seth Stewart,[26][27] James Monroe Iglehart[28]


	George Washington: Nicholas Christopher,[29] Bryan Terrell Clark[30]


	King George III: Andrew Rannells,[31] Rory O'Malley,[32] Taran Killam,[30] Brian d'Arcy James[33]


	John Laurens / Philip Hamilton: Jordan Fisher[34] Anthony Lee Medina[30]


	Peggy Schuyler / Maria Reynolds: Alysha Deslorieux[30]


	Hercules Mulligan / James Madison: J. Quinton Johnson[30]
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 Other notable production cast replacements





	Aaron Burr: Wayne Brady (Chicago),[35] Daniel Breaker (Chicago)[36]
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 Musical numbers







	

	Act I




	"Alexander Hamilton" – Full company (except King George III)

	"Aaron Burr, Sir" – Hamilton, Burr, Laurens, Lafayette, and Mulligan

	"My Shot" – Hamilton, Laurens, Lafayette, Mulligan, Burr, Company

	"The Story of Tonight" – Hamilton, Laurens, Lafayette, Mulligan

	"The Schuyler Sisters" – Angelica, Eliza, Peggy, Burr, and Company

	"Farmer Refuted" – Samuel Seabury and Hamilton

	"You'll Be Back" – King George III

	"Right Hand Man" – Washington, Hamilton, Burr, Laurens, Lafayette, Mulligan, Company

	"A Winter's Ball" – Burr, Hamilton, Men

	"Helpless" – Eliza, Hamilton, Angelica, Women

	"Satisfied" – Angelica, Eliza, Hamilton, and Company

	"The Story of Tonight[image: External link]" (reprise) – Laurens, Lafayette, Mulligan, Hamilton, Burr

	"Wait for It" – Burr and Company

	"Stay Alive" – Hamilton, Washington, Laurens, Lafayette, Mulligan, Eliza, Angelica, Lee, Company

	"Ten Duel Commandments" – Laurens, Hamilton, Lee, Burr, and Company

	"Meet Me Inside" – Washington, Hamilton, Burr, Laurens and Company

	"That Would Be Enough" – Eliza and Hamilton

	"Guns and Ships" – Lafayette, Burr, Washington, Company

	"History Has Its Eyes on You" – Washington and Company

	"Yorktown (The World Turned Upside Down)" – Hamilton, Lafayette, Laurens, Mulligan, Washington, and Company

	"What Comes Next?" – King George III

	"Dear Theodosia" – Burr, Hamilton

	"Tomorrow There'll Be More of Us" – Laurens, (Eliza, Hamilton) †

	"Non-Stop" – Hamilton, Burr, Eliza, Angelica, Washington, and Company



† "Tomorrow There'll Be More of Us", a second reprise to "The Story of Tonight", is not included on the original Broadway cast recording. Miranda considers it "more of a scene rather than a song".[14] It is the only scene not featured in the cast album.

‡ Previously titled "One Last Ride" in the Off-Broadway production.[37]


	

	Act II




	"What'd I Miss" – Jefferson, Burr, Madison, Washington, Hamilton and Company

	"Cabinet Battle #1" – Jefferson, Hamilton, Washington, and Madison

	"Take a Break" – Eliza, Philip, Hamilton, and Angelica

	"Say No to This" – Hamilton, Maria Reynolds, James Reynolds, and Company

	"The Room Where It Happens" – Burr, Hamilton, Jefferson, Madison, and Company

	"Schuyler Defeated" – Philip, Eliza, Hamilton, and Burr

	"Cabinet Battle #2" – Washington, Jefferson, Hamilton, and Madison

	"Washington on Your Side" – Burr, Jefferson, and Madison

	"One Last Time" – Washington, Hamilton, and Company ‡

	"I Know Him" – King George III

	"The Adams Administration" – Burr, Hamilton, Jefferson, Madison, and Company

	"We Know" – Hamilton, Burr, Jefferson, and Madison

	"Hurricane" – Hamilton and Company

	"The Reynolds Pamphlet" – Hamilton, Jefferson, Madison, Burr, Angelica, Company

	"Burn" – Eliza

	"Blow Us All Away" – Philip, Hamilton, Eacker, Dolly, Martha and Company

	"Stay Alive" (reprise) – Philip, Hamilton, Eliza, Doctor, and Company

	"It's Quiet Uptown" – Angelica, Hamilton, Eliza, and Company

	"The Election of 1800" – Jefferson, Madison, Burr, Hamilton, and Company

	"Your Obedient Servant" – Burr, Hamilton

	"Best of Wives and Best of Women" – Eliza, Hamilton

	"The World Was Wide Enough" – Burr, Hamilton, and Company

	"Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story" – Eliza, Washington, Burr, Jefferson, Madison, Angelica, Laurens, Lafayette, Mulligan and Company
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 Recordings
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 Original Broadway cast album (2015)




The original Broadway cast recording for Hamilton was made available to listeners by NPR on September 21, 2015.[38] It was released by Atlantic Records digitally on September 25, 2015, and physical copies were released on October 16, 2015.[39] The cast album has also been released on vinyl.[40] The album debuted at number 12 on the Billboard 200 albums chart, the highest entrance for a cast recording since 1963.[41] It went on to reach number 3 on the Billboard 200[42] and number 1 on the Billboard Rap albums chart.[43] The original cast recording has won a Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater Album.[44]
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 The Hamilton Mixtape (2016)




The Hamilton Mixtape, a collection of remixes, covers, and samples of the musical's songs, was released on December 2, 2016. The Mixtape debuted in the number 1 spot on the Billboard 200.[45]
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 Productions
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 Off-Broadway (2015)




Directed by Thomas Kail and choreographed by Andy Blankenbuehler, the musical received its world premiere Off-Broadway at The Public Theater, under the supervision of the Public's Artistic Director Oskar Eustis, with previews starting on January 20, 2015 and officially opening on February 17.[46][47] The production was extended twice, first to April 5 and then to May 3.[48] Chernow served as historical consultant to the production.[49][50] The show opened to universal acclaim according to review aggregator Did He Like It.[51]
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 Broadway (2015–present)




Hamilton premiered on Broadway at the Richard Rodgers Theatre (also home to Miranda's 2008 Broadway debut In the Heights) on July 13, 2015 in previews, and opened on August 6, 2015.[1] The production is produced by Jeffrey Seller and features scenic design by David Korins, costumes by Paul Tazewell, lighting by Howell Binkley and sound by Nevin Steinberg, who all reprised their roles from the off-Broadway production.[52]

The production was critically acclaimed by many theater analysts.[1][53][54]
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 Chicago (2016–present)




Hamilton opened at the PrivateBank Theatre in Chicago on October 19, 2016, following previews from September 27, 2016.[55] It is currently booking through January 7, 2018.[56] According to lead producer Jeffrey Seller, the show may be in residence for two years or more.[57] On its opening, attended by author Miranda, the Chicago production received strongly positive reviews.[58][59][60] Miranda praised the Chicago casts' performance during a later television interview.[61]
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 U.S. Touring Productions (2017)




Plans for a national tour of Hamilton emerged near the end of January 2016. Tickets to the tour's run in San Francisco—its debut city—sold out within 24 hours of the public on-sale and the online waiting room to purchase tickets reached numbers over 110,000.[62] The first national touring production began preview performances at San Francisco's SHN Orpheum Theatre on March 10, 2017 and is scheduled to officially open on March 23. The production will run in San Francisco until August 5, when it will head to Los Angeles' Hollywood Pantages Theatre for a run from August 11 to December 30, 2017.

Just days after the first U.S. tour began performances in San Francisco, news emerged that a second U.S. tour of Hamilton would begin in Seattle for a six-week limited engagement before touring North America concurrently with the first tour.[7]
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 West End (2017)




Cameron Mackintosh will produce a London[image: External link] production which will re-open the Victoria Palace Theatre (currently undergoing a refurbishment following the closure of Billy Elliot The Musical) on December 7, 2017, following previews from November 21.[6] Initial principal casting was announced on January 26, 2017.[20]
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 Box office and business




The musical's engagement at the Off-Broadway Public Theater was sold out.[2]

When the musical opened on Broadway, it had a multimillion-dollar advance in ticket sales, reportedly taking in $30 million before its official opening.[63] Hamilton was the second-highest-grossing show on Broadway for the Labor Day week ending September 6, 2015 (behind only The Lion King[image: External link]).[64] As of September 2015, the show has been sold out for most of its Broadway engagement.[3]

Hamilton, like other Broadway musicals, offers a lottery before every show. Twenty-one front row seats and occasional standing room are given out in the lottery. Chosen winners are able to purchase two tickets at $10 each. Unlike other Broadway shows, Hamilton's lottery process drew in large crowds of people that created a significant congestion problems for West 46th Street.[65] Even though many people were not able to win the lottery, Hamilton creator Lin Manuel-Miranda prepared mini-performances, right before the lotteries were drawn. They were dubbed the '#Ham4Ham' shows, due to the fact that if you won, you gave a Hamilton (a $10 bill) in exchange for seeing the show. People were then able to experience a part of the show even when they did not win the lottery.[66] The lottery was eventually placed online to avoid increasing crowds and dangerous traffic conditions.[67] On its first day, more than 50,000 people entered, which resulted in the website crashing.[68] Trevor Boffone[ who?[image: External link]] in his essay on HowlRound wrote: "Ham4Ham follows a long tradition of Latina/o (or the ancestors of present-day Latina/os) theatremaking that dates back to when the events in Hamilton were happening. (...) The philosophy behind this is simple. If the people won't come to the theatre, then take the theatre to the people. While El Teatro Campesino's 'taking it to the streets' originated from a place of social protest, Ham4Ham does so to create accessibility, tap into social media, and ultimately generate a free, self-functioning marketing campaign. In this way, Ham4Ham falls into a lineage of accessibility as a Latina/o theatremaking aesthetic."[69] Following Miranda's departure from the show on July 9, 2016, Rory O'Malley, then playing King George III, took over as the host of Ham4Ham.[70] The Ham4Ham show officially ended on August 31, 2016, after over a year of performances, though the lottery still continues daily.[71]

Hamilton set a Broadway box office record for the most money grossed in a single week in New York City. In late November 2016, it grossed $3.3 million for an eight performance week, the first show to break $3 million in eight performances.[72]
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 Critical response




Marilyn Stasio, in her review of the Off-Broadway production for Variety, wrote, "The music is exhilarating, but the lyrics are the big surprise. The sense as well as the sound of the sung dialogue has been purposely suited to each character. George Washington, a stately figure in Jackson's dignified performance, sings in polished prose... But in the end, Miranda's impassioned narrative of one man's story becomes the collective narrative of a nation, a nation built by immigrants who occasionally need to be reminded where they came from."[73]

In his review of the Off-Broadway production, Jesse Green in New York wrote, "The conflict between independence and interdependence is not just the show's subject but also its method: It brings the complexity of forming a union from disparate constituencies right to your ears.... Few are the theatergoers who will be familiar with all of Miranda's touchstones. I caught the verbal references to Rodgers and Hammerstein, Gilbert and Sullivan, Sondheim, West Side Story, and 1776, but other people had to point out to me the frequent hat-tips to hip-hop... Whether it's a watershed, a breakthrough, and a game changer, as some have been saying, is another matter. Miranda is too savvy (and loves his antecedents too much) to try to reinvent all the rules at once.... Those duels, by the way—there are three of them—are superbly handled, the highlights of a riveting if at times overbusy staging by the director Thomas Kail and the choreographer Andy Blankenbuehler."[74]

Ben Brantley in reviewing the Broadway production in The New York Times, wrote, "I am loath to tell people to mortgage their houses and lease their children to acquire tickets to a hit Broadway show. But Hamilton, directed by Thomas Kail and starring Mr. Miranda, might just about be worth it.... Washington, Jefferson, Madison—they're all here, making war and writing constitutions and debating points of economic structure. So are Aaron Burr and the Marquis de Lafayette. They wear the clothes (by Paul Tazewell) you might expect them to wear in a traditional costume drama, and the big stage they inhabit has been done up (by David Korins) to suggest a period-appropriate tavern, where incendiary youth might gather to drink, brawl and plot revolution."[1]

David Cote[image: External link] in his review of the Broadway production for Time Out New York wrote, "I love Hamilton. I love it like I love New York, or Broadway when it gets it right. And this is so right... A sublime conjunction of radio-ready hip-hop (as well as R&B, Britpop and trad showstoppers), under-dramatized American history and Miranda's uniquely personal focus as a first-generation Puerto Rican and inexhaustible wordsmith, Hamilton hits multilevel culture buttons, hard... The work's human drama and novelistic density remain astonishing." He chose Hamilton as a Critics' Pick, and gave the production five out of five stars.[75]

A review in The Economist notes that the production enjoys "near-universal critical acclaim".[76] Barack Obama joked that admiration for the musical is "the only thing Dick Cheney and I agree on."[77]

Although the musical and production were mostly praised, there were dissenting opinions and critiques. Elisabeth Vincentelli, of The New York Post, wrote that Hamilton and Burr's love/hate relationship "fails to drive the show—partly because Miranda lacks the charisma and intensity of the man he portrays," and that "too many of the numbers are exposition-heavy lessons, as if this were 'Schoolhouse Rap!' The show is burdened with eye-glazingly dull stretches, especially those involving George Washington."[78]
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 Honors and awards
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 Original Off-Broadway production






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominee
	Result



	2015
	Lucille Lortel Awards[79]
	Outstanding Musical
	Won



	Outstanding Director
	Thomas Kail
	Won



	Outstanding Choreographer
	Andy Blankenbuehler
	Won



	Outstanding Lead Actor in a Musical
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Won



	Leslie Odom, Jr.
	Nominated



	Outstanding Lead Actress in a Musical
	Phillipa Soo
	Won



	Outstanding Featured Actor in a Musical
	Daveed Diggs[image: External link]
	Won



	Brian d'Arcy James
	Nominated



	Outstanding Featured Actress in a Musical
	Renée Elise Goldsberry
	Won



	Outstanding Costume Design
	Paul Tazewell
	Won



	Outstanding Lighting Design
	Howell Binkley
	Won



	Outstanding Sound Design
	Nevin Steinberg
	Won



	Outer Critics Circle Awards[80]
	Outstanding New Off-Broadway Musical
	Won



	Outstanding Book of a Musical
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Won



	Outstanding New Score
	Won



	Outstanding Director of a Musical
	Thomas Kail
	Nominated



	Outstanding Choreographer
	Andy Blankenbuehler
	Nominated



	Drama League Awards[81]
	Outstanding Production of a Broadway or Off-Broadway Musical
	Nominated



	Distinguished Performance
	Daveed Diggs
	Nominated



	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Nominated



	Drama Desk Awards[82]
	Outstanding Musical
	Won



	Outstanding Actor in a Musical
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Nominated



	Outstanding Featured Actor in a Musical
	Leslie Odom, Jr.
	Nominated



	Outstanding Featured Actress in a Musical
	Renée Elise Goldsberry
	Won



	Outstanding Director of a Musical
	Thomas Kail
	Won



	Outstanding Music
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Won



	Outstanding Lyrics
	Won



	Outstanding Book of a Musical
	Won



	Outstanding Orchestrations
	Alex Lacamoire
	Nominated



	Outstanding Set Design
	David Korins
	Nominated



	Outstanding Costume Design
	Paul Tazewell
	Nominated



	Outstanding Lighting Design
	Howell Binkley
	Nominated



	Outstanding Sound Design in a Musical
	Nevin Steinberg
	Won



	Special Award ‡
	Andy Blankenbuehler
	Won



	New York Drama Critics' Circle Awards[image: External link][83]
	Best Musical
	Won



	Off Broadway Alliance Awards[84]
	Best New Musical
	Won



	Theatre World Awards[85]
	Outstanding Debut Performance
	Daveed Diggs
	Won



	Clarence Derwent Awards[86]
	Most Promising Female Performer
	Phillipa Soo
	Won



	Obie Awards[87]
	Best New American Theatre Work
	Lin-Manuel Miranda, Thomas Kail, Andy Blankenbuehler, Alex Lacamoire
	Won



	Edgerton Foundation New American Play Awards[88]
	Won




‡ Blankenbuehler received a Special Drama Desk Award for "his inspired and heart-stopping choreography in Hamilton, which is indispensible [sic] to the musical's storytelling. His body of work is versatile, yet a dynamic and fluid style is consistently evident. When it's time to 'take his shot,' Blankenbuehler hits the bull's-eye."[82]
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 Original Broadway production






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominee
	Result



	2016
	Tony Awards[89]
	Best Musical
	Won



	Best Book of a Musical
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Won



	Best Original Score
	Won



	Best Actor in a Musical
	Nominated



	Leslie Odom, Jr.
	Won



	Best Actress in a Musical
	Phillipa Soo
	Nominated



	Best Featured Actor in a Musical
	Daveed Diggs[image: External link]
	Won



	Jonathan Groff
	Nominated



	Christopher Jackson
	Nominated



	Best Featured Actress in a Musical
	Renée Elise Goldsberry
	Won



	Best Scenic Design of a Musical
	David Korins
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design of a Musical
	Paul Tazewell
	Won



	Best Lighting Design of a Musical
	Howell Binkley
	Won



	Best Direction of a Musical
	Thomas Kail
	Won



	Best Choreography
	Andy Blankenbuehler
	Won



	Best Orchestrations
	Alex Lacamoire
	Won



	Drama League Awards[90]
	Outstanding Production of a Broadway or Off-Broadway Musical
	Won



	Distinguished Performance
	Daveed Diggs[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Won



	Pulitzer Prize
	Drama
	Won



	Grammy Awards[44]
	Best Musical Theater Album
	Daveed Diggs[image: External link], Renée Elise Goldsberry, Jonathan Groff, Christopher Jackson, Jasmine Cephas Jones, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Leslie Odom, Jr., Okieriete Onaodowan, Anthony Ramos & Phillipa Soo (principal soloists); Alex Lacamoire, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Bill Sherman, Ahmir Thompson[image: External link] & Tariq Trotter (producers); Lin-Manuel Miranda (composer & lyricist)
	Won



	Fred and Adele Astaire Awards[91]
	Outstanding Ensemble in a Broadway Show
	Nominated



	Best Choreographer
	Andy Blankenbuehler
	Won



	Best Male Dancer
	Daveed Diggs[image: External link]
	Nominated



	NAACP Image Awards[92]
	Outstanding Duo, Group or Collaboration
	Original Broadway Cast
	Nominated



	Dramatists Guild of America Awards[93]
	Frederick Loewe Award for Dramatic Composition
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Won



	Edward M. Kennedy Prize[94]
	Drama Inspired by American History
	Won



	Broadway.com Audience Awards
	Favorite New Musical
	Won



	Favorite Leading Actor in a Musical
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Won



	Leslie Odom Jr.[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Leading Actress in a Musical
	Phillipa Soo
	Won



	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (female)
	Won



	Jasmine Cephas Jones
	Nominated



	Favorite Featured Actress in a Musical
	Nominated



	Renee Elise Goldsberry
	Won



	Favorite Featured Actor in a Musical
	Daveed Diggs[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Christopher Jackson
	Nominated



	Anthony Ramos
	Nominated



	Jonathan Groff
	Won



	Favorite Diva Performance
	Won



	Favorite Funny Performance
	Won



	Daveed Diggs[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Breakthrough Performance
	Won



	Anthony Ramos
	Nominated



	Okieriete Onaodowan
	Nominated



	Favorite Onstage Pair
	Lin-Manuel Miranda & Leslie Odom Jr.[image: External link]
	Won



	Lin-Manuel Miranda & Phillipa Soo
	Nominated



	Favorite Replacement (Male)
	Andrew Rannells
	Nominated



	Rory O'Malley
	Nominated



	Favorite New Song
	"Alexander Hamilton"
	Nominated



	"My Shot"
	Nominated



	"The Schuyler Sisters"
	Nominated



	"Satisfied"
	Won



	"The Room Where It Happens"
	Nominated



	2017
	Kids' Choice Awards
	Favorite Soundtrack
	Nominated
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 Accolades






	Publication
	Accolade
	Rank



	Billboard
	25 Best Albums of 2015[95]

	2



	Rolling Stone
	50 Best Albums of 2015[96]

	8





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Concept




According to an article in The New Yorker, the show is "an achievement of historical and cultural reimagining." The costumes and set reflect the period, with "velvet frock coats and knee britches. The set ...is a wooden scaffold against exposed brick; the warm lighting suggests candlelight".[49] The musical is mostly sung-through, with little dialogue.[16][97]
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 Casting diversity




Miranda said that the portrayal of Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, and other white historical figures by black and Hispanic actors should not require any substantial suspension of disbelief by audience members. "Our cast looks like America looks now, and that's certainly intentional", he said. "It's a way of pulling you into the story and allowing you to leave whatever cultural baggage you have about the founding fathers at the door."[98] He noted "We're telling the story of old, dead white men but we're using actors of color, and that makes the story more immediate and more accessible to a contemporary audience."[99]

In addition, while the conversation about immigrants has always shaped the political landscape in America, the advent of Hamilton could not be more timely. It arrived in the midst of a growing political discourse fueled by the Trump Campaign that too often denies immigrants their American identity and casts them as outsider.[100] The pro-immigration message of Hamilton is at the forefront, as the show revolves around the life of one of the founding fathers of America, Alexander Hamilton- how he makes his mark in American politics as an immigrant. Instead of being characterized as a white person, Alexander Hamilton's immigrant status would be referenced throughout the whole show, alongside with the virtue and prowess of Hamilton ("by working a lot harder, by being a lot smarter, by being a self-starter," described in the show's opening), in order to foster a positive image of immigrants.[101] Alongside with this, the cast of Black, Latina, and Asian American leads also allows audiences to literally view America as a nation of immigrants, thereby showing how irrelevant the Founding Fathers' whiteness is to their claim on the country.[102] "Hamilton is a story about America, and the most beautiful thing about it is...it's told by such a diverse cast with a such diverse styles of music," says Renee Elise Goldberry, the actress who plays Angelica Schuyler. "We have the opportunity to reclaim a history that some of us don't necessarily think is our own."[103] Miranda has stated that he is "totally open" to women playing the Founding Fathers.[104] Casting for the British production is expected to feature predominantly black British artists.[105][106]
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 Historical accuracy




Although Hamilton is based on true events, Miranda does use some dramatic license in retelling the story. For example, while Angelica did have a strong relationship with Hamilton, it is exaggerated in the show. During "Satisfied", Angelica explains why Hamilton is not suitable for her despite wanting him. In particular, she states, "I'm a girl in a world in which my only job is to marry rich. My father has no sons so I'm the one who has to social climb for one." In actuality, Angelica had less pressure on her to do this. Philip Schuyler actually had fifteen children, including two sons who survived into adulthood (one of whom was New York State Assemblyman Philip Jeremiah Schuyler), and Angelica had eloped with John Barker Church three years before she met Hamilton at her sister's wedding, when she was already mother of two of her eight children with Church.[107] Miranda stated that he chose to do this because it is stronger dramatically if Angelica is available but cannot marry him.[108][109][110]

In addition, in Act I, Burr's role in Hamilton's life is overstated, and much of the early interactions between the two men in the show are fictionalized. For example, while Burr was present at the Battle on Monmouth, Burr did not serve as Charles Lee's second in his duel with John Laurens as seen in "Ten Duel Commandments", Lee's second was Evan Edwards[111] Hamilton also never approached Burr to help write the Federalist Papers as portrayed in "Non-Stop".[112]

During Act I, the character of Aaron Burr says that "...Martha Washington named her feral tomcat after him! [Hamilton]", to which Alexander Hamilton replies: "That's true!"[113] In fact it is false. The idea of Hamilton as a serial adulterer has been one of the biggest mischaracterizations of the real Alexander Hamilton for centuries, with celebrated authors repeating the story over and over again, notwithstanding that the sexual connotation of tomcat as a womanizer did not appear in dictionaries until the first half of the 20th century. The "tomcat" story has been previously discredited by author Stephen Knott,[114] and refuted by historian and author Michael E. Newton at the "Alexander Hamilton Discoveries and Findings" talk held by the Alexander Hamilton Awareness Society at Liberty Hall (Kean University) as part of the 2016 CelebrateHAMILTON events.[115][116]

In Act II, there are multiple inaccuracies throughout Hamilton's decline, probably due to time constraints and narrative arc. While it is true that John Adams and Hamilton did not particularly get along, John Adams did not fire Hamilton as told in the show. Hamilton tendered his resignation from his position as Secretary of the Treasury on December 1, 1794,[117] two years before Adams became president. However, Hamilton remained close friends with Washington and highly influential in the political sphere.[118] In addition, Jefferson, Madison and Burr did not approach Hamilton about his affair, it was actually James Monroe, Frederick Muhlenberg and Abraham Venable in December 1792.[119] Monroe was a close friend of Jefferson's and shared the information of Hamilton's affair with him. In the Summer of 1797, journalist James Callender broke the story of Hamilton's infidelity. Hamilton blamed Monroe, and the altercation nearly ended in a duel.[120] With nothing left to do, Hamilton then published the Reynolds pamphlet.[121] In "Blow Us All Away", George Eacker and Philip Hamilton engage in a duel, before the events of the 1800 presidential election. The duel actually occurred in 1801, with Philip Hamilton dying on November 24. In the show, Eacker fires on Philip at the count of seven, while what happened in real-life is almost the opposite; both men refused to fire for over a minute before Eacker shot Philip in the hips.[122] Lastly, it was not the presidential election of 1800 that led to Burr and Hamilton's duel. Burr did become Jefferson's vice-president, but when Jefferson decided to not run with Burr for reelection in 1804, Burr opted to run for Governor of New York instead. Burr lost to Morgan Lewis in a landslide. Afterwards, a letter was published from Charles D. Cooper to Philip Schuyler, claiming that Hamilton called Burr, "a dangerous man, and one who ought not be trusted with the reins of government", and that he knew of "a still more despicable opinion which General Hamilton has expressed of Mr. Burr."[123] This led to the letters between Burr and Hamilton as seen in the show in "Your Obedient Servant."
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 Criticism of historical differences




The show has also been critiqued for a simplistic depiction of Hamilton and vilification of Jefferson. Joanne B. Freeman,[124] a professor of history and American studies at Yale University and a recognized authority on Hamilton, writes:


The real Hamilton was a mass of contradictions: an immigrant who sometimes distrusted immigrants, a revolutionary who placed a supreme value on law and order, a man who distrusted the rumblings of the masses yet preached his politics to them more frequently and passionately than many of his more democracy-friendly fellows.[125]



Another historian, Shane White, also states that the show's depiction of the founding of the United States stems from an outdated narrative that a few great men built the country. White says that historians now view the founding in a new way:


Attempting to get away from the Great Men story of the founding fathers, these scholars have incorporated ordinary people, African-Americans, Native Americans and women and placed the whole half-century in the broader contexts of the Atlantic World. In this more inclusive and nuanced telling of the republic's creation, Hamilton plays a cameo rather than leading role.[126]



Yet another historian, Lyra Monteiro, criticized that the show's multi-ethnic casting obscures the complete lack of identifiable enslaved or free persons of color as characters in the show.[127]

Some commentators have criticized the show for making Hamilton and other historical personages appear more progressive on racial injustice than they really were. For example, Ishmael Reed writes: "His reputation has been shored up as an abolitionist and someone who was opposed to slavery. Not true."[128]

Other critics have pointed out that the musical's portrayal of Hamilton as an idealist committed to democratic principles ignores the historical record of Hamilton's reactionary, anti-democratic politics and legacy, including his leading involvement in a military coup plot, the Newburgh Conspiracy of 1783, against the Continental Congress; his development of a national financial system which empowered the plutocratic elite; and his eagerness to ignore civil rights and use military force, indefinite detention, and mass arrests against dissenters in the young American republic, for instance in the Whiskey Rebellion of 1791.[129][130]
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 Use in education




KQED News wrote of a "growing number of intrepid U.S. history teachers...who are harnessing the Hamilton phenomenon to inspire their students."[131] The Cabinet rap battles provide a way to engage students with topics that have traditionally been considered uninteresting.[131] An elective course for 11th and 12th graders on the musical Hamilton was held at the Ethical Culture Fieldston School in New York.[131] KQED News added that "Hamilton is especially galvanizing for the student who believes that stories about 18th century America are distant and irrelevant" as it shows the founding fathers were real humans with real feeling and real flaws, rather than "bloodless, two-dimensional cutouts who devoted their lives to abstract principles."[131] A high school teacher from the Bronx noted his students were "singing these songs the way they might sing the latest release from Drake or Adele."[132] One teacher focused on Hamilton's ability to write his way out of trouble and toward a higher plane of existence: "skilled writing is the clearest sign of scholarship—and the best way to rise up and alter your circumstance."[133]

Hamilton's producers have made a pledge to allow 20,000 New York City public high school students from low-income families to get subsidized tickets to see Hamilton on Broadway by reducing their tickets to $70 for students, and the Rockefeller Foundation provided $1.5 million to further lower ticket prices to $10 per student.[134][135] The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History created a study guide to accompany the student-ticket program.[134][135]

The website EducationWorld writes that Hamilton is "being praised for its revitalization of interest in civic education."[136] Northwestern University announced plans to offer course work in 2017 inspired by Hamilton, in history, Latino studies, and interdisciplinary studies.[137]

In 2016, Moraine Valley Community College started a Hamilton appreciation movement, Straight Outta Hamilton, hosting panels and events that talk about the musical itself and relate them to current events.[138][139]
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 Legacy and impact
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 $10 bill




In 2015, the U.S. Department of the Treasury announced a redesign to the $10 bill, with plans to replace Hamilton with a then-undecided woman from American history. Because of Hamilton's surging popularity, almost exclusively due to the musical, United States Treasury Secretary[image: External link] Jack Lew reversed the plans to replace Hamilton's portrait, instead deciding to replace Andrew Jackson with Harriet Tubman on the $20 bill.[140]
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 Hamilton: The Revolution




On April 12, 2016, Miranda and Jeremy McCarter's book, Hamilton: The Revolution, was released, detailing Hamilton's journey from an idea to a successful Broadway musical. It includes an inside look at not only Alexander Hamilton's revolution, but the cultural revolution that permeates the show. It also has footnotes from Miranda and stories from behind the scenes of the show.[141]
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 Hamilton's America




After premiering on the New York Film Festival on October 1, 2016, PBS' Great Performances exhibited on October 21, 2016 the documentary Hamilton's America. Directed by Alex Horwitz, it "delves even deeper into the creation of the show, revealing Miranda's process of absorbing and then adapting Hamilton's epic story into groundbreaking musical theater. Further fleshing out the story is newly shot footage of the New York production with its original cast, trips to historic locations such as Mt. Vernon and Valley Forge with Miranda and other cast members, and a surprising range of interviews with prominent personalities, experts, politicians, and musicians."[142] The film featured interviews with American historians and Hamilton authorities Ron Chernow and Joanne B. Freeman[143]
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 2016 Vice President-elect Pence controversy




Following a performance on November 18, 2016, with Vice President-elect Mike Pence in the audience, Brandon Victor Dixon addressed Pence from the stage with a statement jointly written by the cast, show creator Lin-Manuel Miranda and producer Jeffrey Seller.[144] Dixon began by quieting the audience, and stated:


"Vice President-elect Pence, we welcome you and we truly thank you for joining us here at Hamilton: An American Musical, we really do. We, sir,—we—are the diverse America who are alarmed and anxious that your new administration will not protect us, our planet, our children, our parents, or defend us and uphold our inalienable rights, sir. But we truly hope that this show has inspired you to uphold our American values and to work on behalf of all of us. All of us. Again, we truly thank you truly for seeing this show, this wonderful American story told by a diverse group of men and women of different colors, creeds and orientations."[144]



Pence listened to the expression of concern about President-elect Donald Trump's upcoming administration and later expressed that he was not offended.[145] However, Trump demanded an apology[146] for what he described, on Twitter, as the cast having "harassed" Pence.[147] This led to an online campaign called "#BoycottHamilton," which became widely mocked as the show is already sold-out months in advance.[148] Trump was criticized by The Washington Post, who noted the division between white and non-white America in the 2016 Presidential election[image: External link] and suggested Trump could have offered "assurances that he would be a president for all Americans—that he would respect everybody regardless of race or gender or creed;"[149] instead, as Presidential historian Robert Dallek expressed, Trump's Twitter response was a "striking act of divisiveness by an incoming president struggling to heal the nation after a bitter election",[149] with the Hamilton cast a proxy for those fearful of Trump's policies and rhetoric. Jeffrey Seller, the show's lead producer, said that while Trump has not seen Hamilton or inquired about tickets, he is "welcome to attend."[150]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Parodies




In April 2016, Jeb! The Musical, subtitled An American Disappointment appeared on the Internet with Jeb Bush in the place of Alexander Hamilton,[151][152] with political figures like Donald Trump and Chris Christie holding supporting roles.[153] A staged reading, given "just as much preparation as Jeb's campaign," was staged at Northwestern University in June of that year.[154] The parody was crowdsourced, with contributions coming from a range of writers. A number of writers were drawn from Yale University, Boston University, McGill University and the University of Michigan. These writers met in a Facebook group named "Post Aesthetics".[155]

In 2016, Gerard Alessandrini, the creator of Forbidden Broadway, wrote the revue Spamilton which premiered at the Triad Theater in New York and also played at the Royal George Theatre in Chicago. It parodies Hamilton and other Broadway shows and caricatures various Broadway stars.[156][157]

On the 12th of October, 2016, the American sitcom Modern Family released the episode Weathering Heights. Within the episode there is a scene where Manny to apply for college. To do so he records a parody of "Alexander Hamilton" as part of his application, complete with rewritten lyrics to accompany to his own life. It is revealed that most of the other applications are also Hamilton parodies.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	
1776, a 1969 musical about the signing of the Declaration of Independence


	
Assassins, a 1990 musical about several plots to assassinate U.S. presidents


	
Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson, a 2010 historical rock musical about America's seventh President, Andrew Jackson, and the founding of the Democratic Party[image: External link]
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Hamilton (album)





This article is about the 2015 Broadway cast recording. For the musical, see Hamilton (musical). For the 2016 mixtape inspired by the show, see The Hamilton Mixtape.

Hamilton is the cast album[image: External link] to the 2015 musical Hamilton. The musical is based on the 2004 biography of Alexander Hamilton written by Ron Chernow, with music, lyrics, and book by Lin-Manuel Miranda. The recording stars Lin-Manuel Miranda, Leslie Odom Jr.[image: External link], Phillipa Soo, Renée Elise Goldsberry, Christopher Jackson, Daveed Diggs[image: External link], Anthony Ramos, Okieriete Onaodowan, Jasmine Cephas Jones, and Jonathan Groff. It also features Jon Rua[image: External link], Thayne Jasperson, Sydney James Harcourt, Ariana DeBose, and Sasha Hutchings. It achieved the largest first week sales for a digital cast album and is the highest-charting cast album since 1963.[6] It was the highest-selling Broadway cast album of 2015 and peaked at number one on the Rap Album[image: External link] chart, the first cast album to ever do so.[7]
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 Debut and reception




The cast album for the musical premiered in September 2015 on NPR's website."[8] Its digital release on September 25, 2015 debuted on numerous charts and was released in stores as a two-disc set on October 16, 2015. It debuted at number one on the Top Broadway Albums[image: External link] chart as well as number 3 on Top Rap Albums[image: External link], number 5 on the Top Digital Albums[image: External link], and number 9 on the Top Current Albums[image: External link] chart.[6] Hamilton's debut was the second biggest first week sales of a Broadway cast album, just behind the cast album[image: External link] for the musical Rent. It debuted at number 12 on the overall Billboard 200 chart for sales, with over 2.1 million streams combined from digital service providers, the largest streaming debut for a cast album ever.[6] Following the 2016 Tony Awards[image: External link], the album re-peaked at number 3 on the Billboard 200 chart, making it one of only three cast recordings to reach the top 10 in the last 50 years.[9]

The album was the highest-selling Broadway cast album of 2015 and peaked at number one on the Rap Album[image: External link] chart, the first cast album to ever do so.[7] It achieved the largest first week sales for a digital cast album and was the highest-charting cast album debut since 1963.[6] It sold 169,000 copies in 2015, and a further 739,000 copies in 2016, making it the fifth best-selling album of 2016.[10] It was certified Triple Platinum by the RIAA on February 24th 2017.[11]

Billboard called the album an "eye-popping debut," giving it a 5-out-of-5 star review and listing it at number 2 on the magazine's "50 Best Albums of 2015."[2] Rolling Stone gave it a 4.5-out-of-5 star rating, listing it at number 8 on the magazine's "Top 50 Albums of 2015."[4][12] Robert Christgau[image: External link] wrote in Vice[image: External link], "I can attest that the intrinsic intellectual interest [Lin-Manuel Miranda] powers up here is so impressive it's exciting."[5]

Lin Manuel Miranda made a conscious decision to exclude one scene in the performance from the cast album, "Tomorrow There'll Be More of Us." [13]
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 Track listing






	Disc one



	No.
	Title
	Personnel
	Length



	1.
	"Alexander Hamilton"
	


	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Anthony Ramos

	Daveed Diggs

	Okieriete Onaodowan

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Phillipa Soo

	Christopher Jackson

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	3:56



	2.
	"Aaron Burr, Sir"
	


	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Anthony Ramos

	Daveed Diggs

	Okieriete Onaodowan






	2:36



	3.
	"My Shot"
	


	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Anthony Ramos

	Daveed Diggs

	Okieriete Onaodowan

	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	5:33



	4.
	"The Story of Tonight"
	


	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Anthony Ramos

	Okieriete Onaodowan

	Daveed Diggs

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	1:31



	5.
	"The Schuyler Sisters"
	


	Renée Elise Goldsberry

	Phillipa Soo

	Jasmine Cephas-Jones

	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	3:06



	6.
	"Farmer Refuted"
	


	Thayne Jasperson

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	1:52



	7.
	"You'll Be Back"
	


	Jonathan Groff

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	3:28



	8.
	"Right Hand Man"
	


	Christopher Jackson

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	5:21



	9.
	"A Winter's Ball"
	


	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	1:09



	10.
	"Helpless"
	


	Phillipa Soo

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	4:09



	11.
	"Satisfied"
	


	Renée Elise Goldsberry

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	5:29



	12.
	"The Story of Tonight (Reprise)[image: External link]"
	


	Anthony Ramos

	Okieriete Onaodowan

	Daveed Diggs

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Leslie Odom, Jr.






	1:55



	13.
	"Wait for It"
	


	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	3:13



	14.
	"Stay Alive"
	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton
	2:39



	15.
	"Ten Duel Commandments"
	


	Anthony Ramos

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Jon Rua

	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	1:46



	16.
	"Meet Me Inside"
	


	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Anthony Ramos

	Christopher Jackson

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	1:23



	17.
	"That Would Be Enough"
	


	Phillipa Soo

	Lin-Manuel Miranda






	2:58



	18.
	"Guns and Ships"
	


	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Daveed Diggs

	Christopher Jackson

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	2:07



	19.
	"History Has Its Eyes On You"
	


	Christopher Jackson

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	1:37



	20.
	"Yorktown (The World Turned Upside Down)"
	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton
	4:02



	21.
	"What Comes Next?"
	Jonathan Groff
	1:39



	22.
	"Dear Theodosia"
	


	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Lin-Manuel Miranda






	3:04



	23.
	"Non-Stop"
	


	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Renée Elise Goldsberry

	Phillipa Soo

	Christopher Jackson

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	6:25



	Total length:
	70:58






	Disc two



	No.
	Title
	Personnel
	Length



	1.
	"What'd I Miss?"
	


	Daveed Diggs

	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Okieriete Onaodowan

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	3:56



	2.
	"Cabinet Battle #1"
	


	Christopher Jackson

	Daveed Diggs

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Okieriete Onaodowan






	3:35



	3.
	"Take a Break"
	


	Phillipa Soo

	Anthony Ramos

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Renée Elise Goldsberry






	4:46



	4.
	"Say No to This"
	


	Jasmine Cephas-Jones

	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Sydney James Harcourt

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	4:02



	5.
	"The Room Where It Happens"
	


	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Daveed Diggs

	Okieriete Onaodowan

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	5:18



	6.
	"Schuyler Defeated"
	


	Anthony Ramos

	Phillipa Soo

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Leslie Odom, Jr.






	1:03



	7.
	"Cabinet Battle #2"
	


	Christopher Jackson

	Daveed Diggs

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Okieriete Onaodowan






	2:22



	8.
	"Washington On Your Side"
	


	Leslie Odom Jr.

	Daveed Diggs

	Okieriete Onaodowan

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	3:01



	9.
	"One Last Time"
	


	Christopher Jackson

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	4:56



	10.
	"I Know Him"
	Jonathan Groff
	1:37



	11.
	"The Adams Administration"
	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton
	0:54



	12.
	"We Know"
	


	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Daveed Diggs

	Leslie Odom Jr.

	Okieriete Onaodowan






	2:22



	13.
	"Hurricane"
	


	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	2:23



	14.
	"The Reynolds Pamphlet"
	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton
	2:08



	15.
	"Burn"
	Phillipa Soo
	3:45



	16.
	"Blow Us All Away"
	


	Anthony Ramos

	Ariana DeBose

	Sasha Hutchings

	Ephraim Sykes

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	2:53



	17.
	"Stay Alive (Reprise)"
	


	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Anthony Ramos

	Phillipa Soo

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	1:51



	18.
	"It's Quiet Uptown"
	


	Renée Elise Goldsberry

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Phillipa Soo

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	4:30



	19.
	"The Election of 1800"
	


	Daveed Diggs

	Okieriete Onaodowan

	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	3:57



	20.
	"Your Obedient Servant"
	


	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	2:30



	21.
	"Best of Wives and Best of Women"
	


	Phillipa Soo

	Lin-Manuel Miranda






	0:47



	22.
	"The World Was Wide Enough"
	


	Leslie Odom, Jr.

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton






	5:02



	23.
	"Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story"
	Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton
	3:37



	Total length:
	71:15
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2015–16)
	Peak

position



	Australian Albums ( ARIA[image: External link])[14]

	42



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Flanders)[15]

	181



	Hungarian Albums ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[16]

	36



	Irish Albums ( IRMA[image: External link])[17]

	52



	New Zealand Heatseekers Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[18]

	5



	UK Albums ( OCC[image: External link])[19]

	69



	UK Soundtrack Albums ( OCC[image: External link])[20]

	2



	US Billboard 200[21]

	3



	US Broadway Cast Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[citation needed[image: External link]]

	1



	US Top Rap Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[22]

	1



	US Top Internet Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[23]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	US Billboard 200[24]

	10



	US Digital Albums (Billboard)[25]

	7



	US Rap Albums (Billboard)[26]

	2
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	United States ( RIAA[image: External link])[11]

	3× Platinum
	908,000[10]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 Awards






	Year
	Award type
	Category
	Result



	2016
	Grammy Award[image: External link]
	Best Musical Theater Album[27]
	Won



	NAACP Image Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Duo, Group, or Collaboration[28]
	Nominated



	2017
	Billboard Music Award[image: External link]
	Billboard Music Award for Top Soundtrack/Cast Album[image: External link][29]
	Won
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The Hamilton Mixtape






The Hamilton Mixtape is a 2016 mixtape[image: External link] album featuring assorted songs from the 2015 Broadway musical Hamilton performed by various artists.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Background




In 2009, Lin-Manuel Miranda began a project entitled The Hamilton Mixtape that would eventually transform into the 2015 Broadway musical Hamilton.[1] During the development of the musical production, Miranda frequently communicated that a "mixtape" of select songs from the show's score was being recorded.

On November 3, 2016, Miranda announced on Twitter that the mixtape was complete and would be released on December 2, 2016. Preorders for the album began on November 4, 2016, and two songs were officially released: Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]'s "It's Quiet Uptown" and The Roots[image: External link]' "My Shot."[2] "The following Friday, at midnight in all time zones, "Satisfied" and "Immigrants (We Get the Job Done)" were released, followed by "Wait For It" and "Wrote My Way Out" the Friday after. In a tweet on November 9, 2016, Miranda implied that the album released on December 2 would only be the first volume, with a Volume 2 coming shortly after.[3]
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 Commercial performance




The Hamilton Mixtape debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 with 187,000 album-equivalent units[image: External link], of which 169,000 were pure album sales.[4] It marks the largest sales in a week for a compilation album since Cruel Summer[image: External link] by GOOD Music[image: External link] in 2012, and is the first compilation album to reach number one since Now 50[image: External link] in 2014.[4]
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Music
	Artist
	Length



	1.
	"No John Trumbull (Intro)"
	The Roots[image: External link]
	The Roots[image: External link]
	0:46



	2.
	"My Shot" (Rise Up Remix)
	


	The Roots

	Mike Elizondo[image: External link]






	The Roots featuring Busta Rhymes[image: External link], Joell Ortiz[image: External link] & Nate Ruess[image: External link]
	4:31



	3.
	"Wrote My Way Out"
	!llmind[image: External link]
	Nas[image: External link], Dave East[image: External link], Lin-Manuel Miranda & Aloe Blacc[image: External link]
	4:21



	4.
	"Wait for It"
	Supa Dups[image: External link]
	Usher[image: External link]
	3:28



	5.
	"An Open Letter (Interlude)"
	


	Bill Sherman

	Shockwave






	Watsky[image: External link] featuring Shockwave
	1:08



	6.
	"Satisfied"
	


	Elizondo

	Tony Esterly






	Sia[image: External link] featuring Miguel[image: External link] & Queen Latifah[image: External link]
	5:18



	7.
	"Dear Theodosia"
	


	Leo Abrahams[image: External link]

	Regina Spektor[image: External link]






	Regina Spektor[image: External link] featuring Ben Folds[image: External link]
	2:25



	8.
	"Valley Forge" (demo)
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	2:46



	9.
	"It's Quiet Uptown"
	Jason Halbert[image: External link]
	Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]
	4:37



	10.
	"That Would Be Enough"
	


	Emile Haynie[image: External link]

	Alicia Keys[image: External link]






	Alicia Keys[image: External link]
	4:04



	11.
	"Immigrants (We Get the Job Done)"
	Trooko
	K'naan[image: External link], Snow Tha Product[image: External link], Riz MC[image: External link] & Residente[image: External link]
	4:41



	12.
	"You'll Be Back"
	The Roots
	Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] & The Roots[image: External link]
	4:10



	13.
	"Helpless"
	Frequency
	Ashanti[image: External link] featuring Ja Rule[image: External link]
	3:35



	14.
	"Take a Break (Interlude)"
	!llmind
	!llmind[image: External link]
	0:48



	15.
	"Say Yes to This"
	Aaron Pearce
	Jill Scott[image: External link]
	3:50



	16.
	"Congratulations"
	Andy Thompson
	Dessa[image: External link]
	2:11



	17.
	"Burn"
	Elizondo
	Andra Day[image: External link]
	3:39



	18.
	"Stay Alive (Interlude)"
	


	J.PERIOD[image: External link]

	Stro Elliot






	J.PERIOD[image: External link] & Stro Elliot
	0:33



	19.
	"Cabinet Battle 3" (demo)
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	2:49



	20.
	"Washingtons by Your Side"
	I.D. Labs[image: External link]
	Wiz Khalifa[image: External link]
	2:55



	21.
	"History Has Its Eyes on You"
	John Legend[image: External link]
	John Legend[image: External link]
	3:16



	22.
	"Who Tells Your Story"
	!llmind
	The Roots featuring Common[image: External link] & Ingrid Michaelson[image: External link]
	4:13



	23.
	"Dear Theodosia (Reprise)"
	


	The Social Experiment[image: External link]

	Francis Farewell Starlite[image: External link]






	Chance the Rapper[image: External link] & Francis and the Lights[image: External link]
	3:39
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 Notes





	"No John Trumball (Intro)" is a cover of a song that was cut from the musical. The song was supposed to take place between "What'd I Miss" and "Cabinet Battle #1." It's melody was reused in the show as "The Reynolds Pamphlet."

	"My Shot (Rise Up Remix)" contains elements of "Shook Ones Pt. II[image: External link]" written by Albert Johnson and Kejuan Waliek Muchita; and "Going Back to Cali" written by Osten Harvey, Jr., Roger Troutman, and Christopher Wallace.

	"Wrote My Way Out" samples the instrumental and some vocals from "Hurricane" performed by Lin-Manuel Miranda.

	"An Open Letter (Interlude)" is a cover of an early demo of "The Adams Administration"

	"Immigrants (We Get the Job Done)" features a sample of "Yorktown (The World Turned Upside Down)" featuring vocals from Lin-Manuel Miranda, Daveed Diggs[image: External link], Okieriete Onaodowan, Anthony Ramos, and Christopher Jackson.

	"Valley Forge" is a previously unreleased demo for a song cut from the show and shares many similarities with what later became "Stay Alive."

	"Take a Break (Interlude)" features a sample of "Take a Break" performed by Phillipa Soo and Anthony Ramos.

	"Say Yes to This" features the instrumental and backing vocals of "Say No to This" as performed by the Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton

	"Congratulations" is a cover of a song that existed in the original Off-Broadway production but was cut during the transition to Broadway. Portions of the song were adapted into "The Reynolds Pamphlet."

	"Stay Alive (Interlude)" features samples of "Stay Alive" as performed by Phillipa Soo, Christopher Jackson, and Lin-Manuel Miranda.

	"Washingtons by Your Side" interpolates the hook from "Washington by Your Side."

	"Cabinet Battle 3" is a previously unreleased demo for a song that was cut from the show and features an interpolation of "Hail Mary[image: External link]" by 2pac[image: External link].

	"Who Tells Your Story" features a sample of "Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story" in the chorus performed by the Original Broadway Cast of Hamilton.
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 Charts






	Chart (2016)
	Peak

position



	Australian Albums ( ARIA[image: External link])[5]

	26



	Belgian Albums ( Ultratop[image: External link] Flanders)[6]

	114



	
Canadian Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[7]

	9



	Hungarian Compilation Albums ( MAHASZ[image: External link])[8]

	6



	New Zealand Albums ( RMNZ[image: External link])[9]

	29



	US Billboard 200[10]

	1



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[11]

	1



	US Digital Albums[image: External link] (Billboard)[12]

	1
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Playbill






This article is about the theater magazine. For a program, see Programme (booklet)[image: External link].

Playbill is a monthly U.S. magazine for theatregoers[image: External link]. Although there is a subscription issue available for home delivery[image: External link], most copies of Playbill are printed for particular productions and distributed at the door as the show's program[image: External link].

Playbill was first printed in 1884 for a single theatre on 21st Street in New York City. The magazine is now used at nearly every Broadway theatre, as well as many Off-Broadway productions. Outside New York City, Playbill is used at theatres throughout the United States. Circulation[image: External link] as of September 2012 was 4,073,680.[1]
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 Format




Each issue features articles focusing on actors, new plays[image: External link], musicals[image: External link], and special attractions[image: External link]. This "wraparound" section is the same for all Playbills at all venues each month. Within this wraparound, the Playbill contains listings, photos, and biographies of the cast[image: External link]; biographies of authors, composers, and production staff; a list of scenes[image: External link], as songs and their performers (for musicals); and a brief description of the setting for the particular show. It also lists the number of intermissions and "At This Theatre", a column with historical information on the theatre housing the production. The Playbill distributed on opening night of a Broadway show is stamped with a seal on the cover and the date appears on the title page[image: External link] within the magazine.

In lieu of the cast and show information, the subscription edition of Playbill contains listings of Broadway and Off-Broadway productions and news from London productions and North American touring companies.

The Playbill banner is yellow with black writing. Each June since 2014, the yellow banner has been replaced with a rainbow banner for LGBT Pride Month[image: External link].

The Playbill banner has changed the yellow to another color on rare occasions in its history:


	October 2008 – green for the fifth anniversary of Wicked[image: External link]


	October 2011 – royal blue for the tenth anniversary of Mamma Mia![image: External link]


	October 2013 – green for the tenth anniversary of Wicked[2]
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 Other media




Playbill launched Playbill Online in January 1994. The free website offers news about the theatre industry, focusing on New York shows but including regional theatre[image: External link], touring, and international stage happenings. It is read by show fans and theatre practitioners, and is updated regularly. It also offers discounts on tickets and dining for its members.

In 2000, Playbill added www.playbillstore.com, an online shopping[image: External link] store offering official Playbill merchandise and merchandise from most current Broadway and touring productions.

In 2006, Playbill released its first records on Playbill Records[image: External link], an imprint of SonyBMG[image: External link]. Releases included Brian Stokes Mitchell[image: External link]'s eponymous solo album and two compilations[image: External link] of show tunes entitled Scene Stealers, The Men and Scene Stealers, The Women.

Playbill Radio, a 24-hour Broadway-themed internet radio[image: External link] station featuring news, podcasts[image: External link], and a musical library of over 20,000 titles, premiered in 2007.

In 2011, Playbill launched Playbill Vault, a comprehensive online database of Broadway history. Playbill Vault provides records of Broadway productions from 1930 to the present.[3] Information on the website includes original and current casts, actor head shots[image: External link], production credits, Playbill cover images, scanned Playbill Who's Who pages, production photos, and videos.

Playbill launched its first app, called Playbill Passport, on January 4, 2016.[4]
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 Competition with Stagebill




For decades, Playbill concentrated on Broadway and Off-Broadway theaters, while Stagebill[image: External link] focused on concerts, opera, and dance in venues[image: External link] such as Lincoln Center[image: External link] and Carnegie Hall[image: External link].[5] However, by the late 1990s, Playbill was extremely profitable; Stagebill was not, losing millions of dollars annually by 1998.[6] To increase revenue, Stagebill entered Playbill's turf. The truce was first breached in 1995 when The Public Theater quietly defected to Stagebill, and more noisily in 1997, when Disney[image: External link] contracted Stagebill for its musical The Lion King[image: External link] at its newly reopened New Amsterdam Theatre[image: External link].[7] The main point of contention in the latter case was control over advertising content: Playbill is distributed free to theaters, relying on advertising revenue that is completely under its authority, whereas, per company policy, Disney required a program without cigarette or liquor ads.[8]

In response to Stagebill's upstart incursion, Playbill began to produce Showbill, a sister publication that conformed to Disney's advertising requirements for all publications distributed in its properties.[5] Now with an alternative, Disney switched from Stagebill to Showbill for The Lion King late in its run at the New Amsterdam. (When the musical moved to the Minskoff Theatre[image: External link], which Disney does not own, it was obligated to use Playbill, as are Disney productions at other theaters.[5]) The Ford Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link] also commissioned Showbill for its inaugural production of Ragtime, presumably to exclude other automakers' ads.[5] In a different circumstance, the producers of the Broadway revival[image: External link] of Cabaret[image: External link] wished to maintain the atmosphere of a sleazy nightclub at its Studio 54[image: External link] venue, and insisted on handing out Playbills after the performance. Playbill, sensing missed exposure for its advertisers, offered the show's producers "Showbill" instead.[9]

Additionally, Playbill responded further by producing publications for classic arts venues, aggressively courting many venues that were once Stagebill clients. In the spring of 2002, Playbill signed a contract with Carnegie Hall; this milestone was bookended by the earlier acquisition of the valuable Metropolitan Opera[image: External link] program and the ensuing contract with the New York Philharmonic[image: External link]—both tenants of Stagebill's erstwhile stronghold Lincoln Center.[7] With the acquisition of the programs for performing arts venues, Playbill broke from its typical format and began publishing completely customized programs in the vein of Stagebill.[8] This coupled with continuing fiscal troubles signaled the end of Stagebill as a publishing entity; later that year, Stagebill became insolvent[image: External link] after five years of head-to-head competition with Playbill, which acquired the Stagebill trademark.[10]
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Lin-Manuel Miranda






Lin-Manuel Miranda (born January 16, 1980) is an American actor and composer best known for creating and starring in the Broadway musicals Hamilton and In the Heights. In addition to theatre work, Miranda was heavily involved with Disney[image: External link]'s Moana soundtrack[image: External link] and will star in their upcoming film Mary Poppins Returns[image: External link]. He has won a Pulitzer Prize, two Grammys[image: External link], an Emmy[image: External link], a MacArthur Fellowship[image: External link], and three Tony Awards[image: External link], among others.

Miranda wrote the music and lyrics for the musical In the Heights, which opened on Broadway at the Richard Rodgers Theatre in March 2008. Miranda's written work for the show earned him numerous accolades, including the 2008 Tony Award for Best Original Score[1] and the 2009 Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater Album.[2] Miranda's performance in the show's lead role of Usnavi also earned him a nomination for the Tony Award for Best Actor in a Musical, and the show won Best Musical.

Miranda also wrote the book[image: External link], music, and lyrics for Hamilton, his second major Broadway musical, which was inspired by the 2004 biography Alexander Hamilton[image: External link] by historian Ron Chernow. The show earned the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, the 2016 Grammy for Best Musical Theater Album, and was nominated for a record-setting 16 Tony Awards, of which it won 11—including Best Musical. For his performance in the lead role of Alexander Hamilton in the show, Miranda received the 2016 Drama League Distinguished Performance Award as well as his second Tony performance nomination. Miranda also won the Tony Award for Best Original Score and Tony Award for Best Book of a Musical for Hamilton. The Hamilton cast recording spent ten weeks atop Billboard's Top Rap Albums[image: External link] chart in 2015, while The Hamilton Mixtape, an album of covers from the musical developed by and featuring Miranda, reached number one on the Billboard 200 upon release in December 2016.
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 Early life




Miranda was born in the Upper Manhattan[image: External link] neighborhood of Washington Heights[image: External link], the son of Luz Towns, a clinical psychologist, and Luis A. Miranda, Jr., a Democratic Party consultant who advised New York City mayor Ed Koch[image: External link].[3][4][5] Miranda has one older sister, Luz, who is the CFO of the MirRam Group.[6] He grew up in the Latino neighborhood of Inwood[image: External link], but would spend a month every year in his grandparents' home town, Vega Alta[image: External link], in Puerto Rico.[7][8] He is of mostly Puerto Rican[image: External link] descent. His mother's ancestors include an interracial couple, Sophie, who was black, and David Towns, who was white; from the early 1800s, this couple spent their married life trying to outrun slavery as laws and governments changed around them.[9][10] The name "Lin-Manuel" was inspired by a poem about the Vietnam War, Nana Roja Para Mi Hijo Lin Manuel, by the Puerto Rican writer José Manuel Torres Santiago.[11][12]

Growing up, Lin helped create jingles, including one used for Eliot Spitzer[image: External link]'s 2006 campaign. After graduating from Hunter College Elementary School[image: External link] and Hunter College High School[image: External link],[13] Miranda went on to attend Wesleyan University[image: External link],[8][14] graduating in 2002. During his time there, he co-founded a hip hop[image: External link] comedy troupe called Freestyle Love Supreme. He wrote the earliest draft of In the Heights in 1999, his sophomore year of college. After the show was accepted by Second Stage, Wesleyan's student theater company, Miranda worked on adding "freestyle rap... and salsa numbers."[8] It played from April 20 to 22, 1999. He wrote and directed several other musicals at Wesleyan. He also acted in many other productions, ranging from musicals to Shakespeare. He received the honorary degree[image: External link] of Doctor of Humane Letters[image: External link] from Wesleyan University[image: External link] in 2015.[15]
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 Career
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 2002–10: In the Heights




In 2002, Miranda and John Buffalo Mailer[image: External link] worked with director Thomas Kail and wrote five successive drafts of In the Heights, which Miranda had begun to write in his time at Wesleyan.[8][3] After success off-Broadway, the musical went to Broadway in 2008.[8] It won the Tony Award for Best Musical and for Best Original Score and the 2009 Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater Album.[1][2] Miranda's performance earned him a nomination for the Tony Award for Best Actor in a Musical. Miranda made his last performance in the Broadway show on February 15, 2009.[16]

Miranda reprised his role of Usnavi when the national tour of In the Heights played in Los Angeles from June 23 to July 25, 2010.[17][18] The tour continued without him at the helm until it played in San Juan, Puerto Rico[image: External link], where he again played Usnavi.[19] The Broadway production played its final performance on January 9, 2011, after 29 previews and 1,185 regular performances. Miranda reprised the role of Usnavi from December 25, 2010 until the closing of the production.[20]

Miranda created other work for the stage during this period. He wrote Spanish language[image: External link] dialogue and worked with Stephen Sondheim to translate into Spanish song lyrics for the revival of West Side Story, which opened on Broadway in March 2009.[21][22] In 2008, he was invited by composer-lyricist Stephen Schwartz[image: External link] to contribute two new songs to a revised version of Schwartz and Nina Faso's 1978 musical Working[image: External link], which opened in May 2008 at the Asolo Repertory Theatre[image: External link] in Sarasota, Florida[image: External link].[23]

In addition to his work for the stage, Miranda also did work for film and television; in 2007, he made a guest appearance on the television series The Sopranos[image: External link] in the episode "Remember When[image: External link]",[24] and in September 2009, he played Alvie, Gregory House[image: External link]'s roommate in a psychiatric hospital, in the two-hour season six premiere episode[image: External link] of House[image: External link]; he returned to the role in May 2010. He also has done work for Sesame Street[image: External link], where he has played occasional roles and sings the theme song to Murray Has a Little Lamb[image: External link].[25] He is also a composer and actor on the 2009 revival of The Electric Company[image: External link]. Miranda also appeared in the CollegeHumor[image: External link] sketch "Hardly Working: Rap Battle", playing himself working as an intern and rapper.[26]

Miranda also worked as an English teacher at his former high school, wrote for the Manhattan Times[image: External link] as a columnist and restaurant reviewer, and composed music for commercials.[27]
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 2011–14: Bring It On and television work




Miranda co-wrote the music and lyrics for Bring It On: The Musical[image: External link] with Tom Kitt and Amanda Green[image: External link]. Bring It On premiered at the Alliance Theatre in Atlanta, Georgia in January 2011.[28] The cast included Amanda LaVergne as Campbell, Adrienne Warren as Danielle, Nick Blaemire as Randall, Ryann Redmond as Bridget, and "award-winning competitive cheerleaders from across the country".[29] The musical opened on October 30, 2011 at the Ahmanson Theatre, Los Angeles, California, at the start of a US National tour.[30][31] After its national tour, the show played a limited engagement on Broadway at the St. James Theatre[image: External link], beginning previews on July 12, 2012, and officially opening on August 1, 2012. It closed on December 30, 2012. It was nominated for Tony Awards[image: External link] in the categories of Best Musical and Best Choreography.[32]

In 2011, Miranda appeared as a guest on the TV series Modern Family in the episode "Good Cop Bad Dog[image: External link]".[33] He appeared as Charley in an Encores! staged concert of Merrily We Roll Along[image: External link] at the New York City Center in February 2012. Later that year, he appeared in a small role in The Odd Life of Timothy Green[image: External link] as Reggie[citation needed[image: External link]] and played a recurring role on the 2013 NBC drama Do No Harm[image: External link].[34]

In 2013, Miranda appeared in the episode "Bedtime Stories"[image: External link] (Season 9, Episode 11) on the CBS sitcom How I Met Your Mother[image: External link].[35] In the winter of 2013, Miranda interviewed with Walt Disney Animation Studios[image: External link] and submitted a six-song demo[image: External link] package; in spring 2014, the studio formally hired him to help write the songs for its 56th feature-length animated film, Moana[image: External link].[36][37] In 2014, he performed with The Skivvies, an indie-rock comedy duo consisting of Nick Cearley and Lauren Molina[image: External link],[38] and participated in the live show of This American Life[image: External link] held at the Brooklyn Academy of Music[image: External link] on June 7, 2014. For that show, Miranda wrote the music and lyrics for 21 Chump Street: The Musical[image: External link], a production based on an earlier piece of journalism from TAL by reporter Robbie Brown.[39] Also in 2014, Miranda appeared in the revival of Tick, Tick... Boom![image: External link] as part of the Encores! Off-Center series under the artistic direction of Jeanine Tesori. The show was directed by Oliver Butler[image: External link].[40]
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 2015–16: Hamilton




In July 2008, Miranda read Ron Chernow's biography of Alexander Hamilton on vacation and, inspired by the book, wrote a rap about Hamilton for the White House Evening of Poetry, Music, and the Spoken Word on May 12, 2009, accompanied by Alex Lacamoire. Miranda later said he spent a year writing the Hamilton song "My Shot", revising it countless times for every verse to reflect Alexander Hamilton's intellect.[41][42] By 2012, Miranda was performing an extended set of pieces based on the life of Hamilton, referred to as the Hamilton Mixtape; the New York Times called it "an obvious game changer".[43] In 2015, Chernow and Miranda received the 2015 History Makers Award by the New York Historical Society for their work in creating Hamilton.[44]

Hamilton, a musical based on the Hamilton Mixtape, premiered Off-Broadway at The Public Theater in January 2015, directed by Thomas Kail. Miranda wrote the book and score and stars as the title character.[45][46] The show received highly positive reviews,[47] and its engagement was sold out.[48] It began previews on Broadway in July 2015 at the Richard Rodgers Theatre and officially opened on August 6, 2015,[49] earning rave reviews.[50] On the first night of Hamilton previews over 700 people lined up for lottery tickets.[51]

Miranda contributed music for the film Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link] at the invitation of director J. J. Abrams[image: External link], specifically writing a song for the scene in Maz Kanata[image: External link]'s Cantina, an homage to the classic Mos Eisley Cantina[image: External link] scene and song[image: External link] after Star Wars[image: External link] composer John Williams[image: External link] declined to write a new cantina song, wishing to instead focus on the film's orchestral score.

On January 24, 2016, Miranda performed the role of Loud Hailer in the Broadway production of Les Misérables,[52] fulfilling his childhood dream of being in the show, as it was the first production he ever saw on Broadway.[53]

On March 15, 2016, a portion of the cast of Hamilton performed at the White House and hosted workshops, and in the Rose Garden afterwards Miranda performed freestyle rap[image: External link] from prompts held up by President Obama.[54] In April 2016, Miranda and Jeremy McCarter's book, Hamilton: The Revolution, was released; it is 285 pages long and details Hamilton's journey from an idea to a successful Broadway musical. It includes an inside look at not only Hamilton's revolution, but the cultural revolution that permeates the show. It also has footnotes from Miranda and behind-the-scenes glimpses of the show.[55]

On April 24, 2016, Miranda performed on the show Last Week Tonight with John Oliver[image: External link] in the tenth episode of its third season[image: External link].[56] The segment explained the debt crisis in Puerto Rico and, at the end, featured Miranda performing an emotional rap about allowing the island to restructure its debt.[56] On May 16, 2016, he was given an honorary Doctorate of the Arts from the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link], and also gave the commencement speech.[57] On May 20, 2016, for his work in the role of Alexander Hamilton in Hamilton, Miranda received the Drama League Distinguished Performance Award—an honor that a performer can only receive once during his or her career.

Miranda played his last performance in Hamilton on July 9, 2016, and the role of Alexander Hamilton was taken over by previous alternate Javier Muñoz.[58] Miranda vowed to return to the show in the near future.[59]
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 2016–present: Disney collaborations and film work




While writing, developing, and then starring in Hamilton during 2014, 2015, and 2016, Miranda was also simultaneously collaborating with Opetaia Foa'i[image: External link] and Mark Mancina[image: External link] to write the music for Disney Animation's Moana. He later explained that because he was so busy with those two projects, he ended up having "to say no to a lot of stuff that would have distracted" him, but that in turn served as an "ego check" as Hamilton became a hit.[36] The Moana soundtrack combines traditional South Pacific culture with elements of pop and Broadway.[60] Miranda personally recorded the English-language lyrics of the song "We Know the Way", which is played within the film itself. He also recorded a duet version with Jordan Fisher of the song "You're Welcome", which is played over the film's end credits.[61] Moana opened to positive reviews in November 2016 and was a box office hit. Miranda's songwriting work was critically acclaimed and he received Golden Globe[image: External link], Critics Choice Award[image: External link], and Academy Award[image: External link] nominations for the song "How Far I'll Go[image: External link]".

Miranda is to star in the Mary Poppins[image: External link] sequel Mary Poppins Returns[image: External link], directed by Rob Marshall[image: External link].[62] It was reported in August 2016 that Miranda will also serve as producer and co-composer (with Alan Menken) for Disney's upcoming The Little Mermaid live-action remake film[image: External link]. The movie will reportedly have a mix of the original film's songs, and new songs as well.[63] However, in February 2017, Miranda told The New York Times that "We haven't formalized anything...I'm invested emotionally but not attached" to the project.[36] It was confirmed in late November 2016 that Miranda will serve as creative producer on Lionsgate's[image: External link] film adaptation of The Kingkiller Chronicle[image: External link], along with a tie-in television series.[64] Miranda will also be producing eleven songs for the upcoming Sony Pictures Animation[image: External link] film, Vivo, which will be directed by Kirk DeMicco[image: External link].[65] In May 2017, in was announced that Miranda would voice Fenton Crackshell/Gizmoduck in the 2017 Reboot[image: External link] of DuckTales[image: External link].[66]
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 Personal life




Miranda married Vanessa Adriana Nadal, a high school friend, in 2010.[67] At the wedding reception, Miranda, along with the bridal party, presented a group rendition of the Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link] song "To Life[image: External link]".[68] The video was posted on YouTube[image: External link], where it has been viewed more than five million times.[69] Nadal is a litigation associate at the global law firm Jones Day[image: External link].[70]

In May 2, 2009, Miranda discovered he is related to Residente[image: External link] and ILE[image: External link] of Calle 13[image: External link] during a concert held by the group in San Juan, Puerto Rico, where Miranda was invited to perform. Backstage, Flor Joglar de Gracia, mother of Residente and ILE, revealed their connection to Gilberto Concepción de Gracia[image: External link], founder of the Puerto Rican Independence Party[image: External link].[71][72][73][74] Miranda and Residente have since confirmed their relation through social media.[75][76][77][78] In 2017, Miranda guest performed on the opening track of Residente's self-titled debut album[image: External link].[79]

Miranda received an honorary degree from Yeshiva University[image: External link], along with his lifelong friend Johannah Ward, during its May 14, 2009 graduation ceremony. He is the youngest person to receive an honorary degree from Yeshiva University.[80] In the Heights is based in the Upper Manhattan[image: External link] community of Washington Heights, also home to Yeshiva's campus. Ed Koch, former mayor of New York City[image: External link], presented Miranda with the degree and remarked about first meeting him when Miranda was seven years old.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Miranda and Nadal's son Sebastian was born on November 10, 2014.

According to an interview with Maximum Fun[image: External link] podcast Can I Pet Your Dog?[image: External link], Miranda has a dog named "Tobillo" (or "Tobi" for short) from the Dominican Republic.[82][83]

In 2015, Miranda was honored as a recipient of the MacArthur "Genius" Award, a prize awarded annually by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation typically to between 20 and 30 individuals, working in any field, who have shown "extraordinary originality and dedication in their creative pursuits and a marked capacity for self-direction" and are citizens or residents of the United States.[84] In May of that year, he also received an honorary doctorate from his alma mater, Wesleyan.[85]

In March 2016, a day after a meeting at the White House with President Barack Obama,[86] Miranda joined New York Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand[image: External link] and Charles Schumer[image: External link], Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren[image: External link] and other Democratic lawmakers to call for congressional action to back a Senate bill in Washington that would allow Puerto Rico to declare bankruptcy and significantly ease its $70 billion debt burden.[87]

Miranda is a noted fan of My Brother, My Brother and Me[image: External link] on the Maximum Fun[image: External link] podcast network. He has appeared on the podcast as a "guestpert",[88] and has worked references to the podcast into the Hamilton score.[89] Miranda has written lyrics to a version of the song "Fugue for Tinhorns" from the musical Guys and Dolls[image: External link] called "Fugue for Brotherhorns" for the hosts, Justin, Travis and Griffin McElroy, which they performed in an episode of the podcast.[88] Miranda has also been known to work references to the podcast into public appearances, including during his appearances on The Grammy Awards[image: External link][90] and Saturday Night Live[image: External link].[91] He is also known to be a fan of the Comedy Bang! Bang![image: External link] podcast on the Earwolf[image: External link] podcast network, and has made a couple of appearances on the podcast by telephone on the "Solo Bolo" episodes featuring Ben Schwartz[image: External link].[92]

He is also a huge fan of the TV drama The West Wing[image: External link], rapping a tribute to the show on January 16, 2017.[93]
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 Theatre credits






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Details
	Notes



	1999
	In the Heights
	Usnavi
	Wesleyan University[image: External link], April 20–22
	Also composer and lyricist



	2005
	Eugene O'Neill Theater Center[image: External link]



	2007
	Off-Broadway, Feb. 8 – Jul. 15, 2007



	2008–09
	Broadway, Feb. 14, 2008 – Feb. 15, 2009



	2009–10
	US tour



	2009
	West Side Story
	
	Broadway revival
	Spanish translations



	2010–11
	In the Heights
	Usnavi
	Broadway, Dec. 25, 2010 – Jan. 9, 2011
	Also composer and lyricist



	2011
	Working[image: External link]
	
	Chicago revival
	Wrote two new songs



	2012
	Merrily We Roll Along[image: External link]
	Charley
	Encores![image: External link], Feb. 8–9, 2012
	



	Bring It On the Musical[image: External link]
	
	Broadway & tour
	Co-composer and lyricist



	2014
	21 Chump Street[image: External link]
	Narrator
	Brooklyn Academy of Music[image: External link], June 7, 2014
	Also playwright, composer, & lyricist



	Tick, Tick... Boom![image: External link]
	Jon
	Encores![image: External link], June 25–28, 2014
	



	2015
	Hamilton
	Alexander Hamilton
	Off-Broadway, Jan. 20 – May 3, 2015
	Also playwright, composer, & lyricist



	2015–16
	Broadway, Aug. 6, 2015 – Jul. 9, 2016



	2016
	Les Misérables
	Loud Hailer
	Broadway, January 24, 2016[94]
	Voice only
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1996
	Clayton's Friends
	Pete
	Also writer, producer, director, editor



	2012
	The Odd Life of Timothy Green[image: External link]
	Reggie
	



	The Polar Bears[image: External link]
	Jak
	Short



	2013
	200 Cartas[image: External link]
	Raul
	



	2015
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link]
	Shag Kava (voice)
	Also special featured composer



	2016
	Studio Heads
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Short



	Moana[image: External link]
	
	Composer/singer



	2017
	Speech & Debate[image: External link]
	The Genie
	



	2018
	Mary Poppins Returns[image: External link]
	Jack
	Filming
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	The Sopranos[image: External link]
	Bellman
	Episode: "Remember When[image: External link]"



	2009–2012
	Sesame Street[image: External link]
	Freddy Flapman/Lamb-Manuel Miranda
	2 episodes; also composer/lyricist



	2009–10
	House[image: External link]
	Juan "Alvie" Alvarez
	2 episodes



	The Electric Company[image: External link]
	Mario/himself
	17 episodes; also composer



	2011
	Modern Family
	Guillermo
	Episode: "Good Cop Bad Dog[image: External link]"



	65th Tony Awards[image: External link]
	
	Awards show; writer of the closing rap number



	2012
	Submissions Only[image: External link]
	Auditioner #1
	Episode: "Another Interruption"



	Freestyle Love Supreme
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	TV series; also lyricist



	2013
	Do No Harm[image: External link]
	Ruben Marcado
	11 episodes



	Smash[image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode: "The Transfer[image: External link]"



	67th Tony Awards[image: External link]
	
	Awards show; composer of the opening number "Bigger!"



	How I Met Your Mother[image: External link]
	Gus
	Episode: "Bedtime Stories[image: External link]"



	2016
	Inside Amy Schumer[image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode: "The World's Most Interesting Woman in the World"



	Last Week Tonight with John Oliver[image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode: "Puerto Rico"



	Difficult People[image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode: "Carter"



	Saturday Night Live[image: External link]
	Himself (host)
	Episode: "Lin-Manuel Miranda/Twenty One Pilots[image: External link]"



	Drunk History[image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode: "Hamilton"



	2017
	My Brother, My Brother and Me
	Himself
	Episode: "Candlenights & Vape Ape"



	DuckTales[image: External link]
	Gizmoduck/Fenton Crackshell-Cabrera
	Voiceover role
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 Books





	
Hamilton: The Revolution (2016) with Jeremy McCarter
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 Articles





	"Stop the Bots From Killing Broadway," The New York Times (2016)[95]


	"Give Puerto Rico Its Chance to Thrive," The New York Times (2016)[96]
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 Discography
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 Original cast recordings






	Year
	Title
	Notes



	2008
	In the Heights
	

	Winner of the Grammy Award for Best Musical Theatre Album







	2014
	21 Chump Street[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Hamilton
	

	Also producer of album

	Peaked at #1 US Top Cast Albums, #1 US Top Rap Albums, #1 on US Top Albums

	Certified triple platinum

	Winner of the Grammy Award for Best Musical Theatre Album
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 Singles





	2016: "Jabba Flow" from Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link]


	2016: "Love Make the World Go Round[image: External link]" with Jennifer Lopez[image: External link]


	2016: "What the World Needs Now Is Love[image: External link]" with Broadway for Orlando
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 Narration





	2013: Narrator on audio recording of Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe[image: External link] by Benjamin Alire Saenz[image: External link][97]


	2017: Narrator and rapper on "Intro ADN / DNA", Residente[image: External link], by Residente[image: External link].[79]
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 Awards and achievements




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Lin-Manuel Miranda[image: External link]


Among his numerous accolades, Miranda has won a Pulitzer Prize, three Tony Awards[image: External link], two Grammys[image: External link], an Emmy[image: External link], and has been nominated for an Academy Award[image: External link]. He additionally was the recipient of a MacArthur Fellowship[image: External link] in 2015. In 2016, Time[image: External link] magazine included him in its annual Time 100 as one of the "Most Influential People in the World" and he received a star on the Puerto Rico Walk of Fame.[98][99]
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 See also





	Nuyorican Movement[image: External link]

	Puerto Rican literature[image: External link]
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Ron Chernow






Ronald "Ron" Chernow (born March 3, 1949) is an American writer, journalist, historian, and biographer. He has written bestselling and award-winning biographies of historical figures from the world of business, finance, and American politics.

Historian Andrew Cayton[image: External link] said, "Chernow is no ordinary writer. Like his popular biographies of John D. Rockefeller and Alexander Hamilton, his Washington while long, is vivid and well paced. If Chernow's sense of historical context is sometimes superficial, his understanding of psychology is acute and his portraits of individuals memorable."[1]

He won the 2011[image: External link] Pulitzer Prize for Biography[image: External link] and the 2011 American History Book Prize[image: External link] for his book, Washington: A Life[image: External link]. He is also the recipient of the National Book Award for Nonfiction[image: External link] for his 1990[image: External link] book, The House of Morgan: An American Banking Dynasty and the Rise of Modern Finance[image: External link].[2] His biographies of Alexander Hamilton and John D. Rockefeller Sr.[image: External link] were both nominated for National Book Critics Circle Awards[image: External link], while The Warburgs: The Twentieth-Century Odyssey of a Remarkable Jewish Family was honored with the 1993[image: External link] George S. Eccles Prize for Excellence in Economic Writing. As a freelance journalist, he has written over 60 articles in national publications.
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 Personal background




Ronald Chernow was born on March 3, 1949, in Brooklyn[image: External link], New York. His father Israel was the owner of a discount store and creator of a stock brokerage firm; his mother Ruth was a bookkeeper. Chernow graduated with honors from Yale College (B.A. summa cum laude, 1970) and Cambridge University[image: External link] (M.Phil., 1972 with degrees in English literature). He began but did not finish a PhD program. He says that in politics he is a "disgruntled Democrat" and gives his religion as "Jewish, though more in the breach than the observance."[3]

He married Valerie S. Chernow in 1979; she died in 2006.

He has received honorary degrees from Long Island University[image: External link], Marymount Manhattan College[image: External link], Hamilton College[image: External link], Washington College[image: External link], and Skidmore College[image: External link].[3]
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 Professional background




Chernow began his career as a freelance journalist. He wrote more than 60 articles in national newspapers and magazines from 1973 to 1982. In the mid-1980s, he put his writing pursuits aside when he began serving as the director of financial policy studies with the Twentieth Century Fund[image: External link], which is based in New York City[image: External link]. In 1986, he left the organization and refocused his efforts on writing. In addition to his background writing nonfiction works and biographies, Chernow continues to contribute articles to The New York Times[4] and The Wall Street Journal[image: External link]. He has also provided commentary on business, politics, and finance on national radio and television shows, while additionally appearing as an expert in documentary films.
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 Business and finance
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 The House of Morgan




In 1990, Chernow published his first book, The House of Morgan: An American Banking Dynasty and the Rise of Modern Finance, which traces the history of four generations of the J.P. Morgan[image: External link] financial empire.[5] The reviewer for The New York Times Book Review said, "As a portrait of finance, politics and the world of avarice and ambition on Wall Street, the book has the movement and tension of an epic novel. It is, quite simply, a tour de force."[6] The House of Morgan: An American Banking Dynasty and the Rise of Modern Finance was honored with the National Book Award for Nonfiction[image: External link].[2]
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 The Warburgs




In 1993, Chernow published The Warburgs: The Twentieth-Century Odyssey of a Remarkable Jewish Family, which is an account of the Warburg family[image: External link], who immigrated to the US from Germany in 1938. The Warburg family was a prominent financial dynasty[image: External link] of German Jewish[image: External link] descent, known for their accomplishments in physics[image: External link], classical music[image: External link], art history[image: External link], pharmacology[image: External link], physiology[image: External link], finance[image: External link], private equity[image: External link] and philanthropy[image: External link]. The book was awarded the Columbia Business School[image: External link]'s George S. Eccles Prize for Excellence in Economic Writing. It was additionally named as one of the year's ten best works by the American Library Association[image: External link][7] and a Notable Book by The New York Times.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 The Death of the Banker




Chernow's 1997[image: External link] collection of essays, The Death of the Banker, touched upon his earlier writings and chronicled "the decline and fall of the great financial dynasties and the triumph of the small investor".
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 Titan: The Life of John D. Rockefeller, Sr.




In 1998[image: External link], Chernow published Titan: The Life of John D. Rockefeller, Sr., which was selected by Time Magazine[image: External link] and The New York Times as one of the year's ten best books. Rockefeller was a prominent figure in American business. He was an industrialist[image: External link], philanthropist[image: External link], and the founder of the Standard Oil[image: External link] Company. The book reflected Chernow's continued interest in financial history, especially when shaped by compelling and influential individuals. The book remained on "The New York Times Best Seller list[image: External link]" for 16 weeks. Time Magazine named the book as "one of the great American biographies".[8]
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 Alexander Hamilton




In 2004[image: External link], Chernow published Alexander Hamilton. The biography was nominated for a National Book Critics Circle Award[image: External link][9] and was named as the winner of the inaugural George Washington Book Prize[image: External link] for early American history.[10] It remained on "The New York Times Best Seller list" for three months. In his review for the Journal of American History[image: External link], Stephen B. Presser, who is a member of the faculty of Northwestern University wrote:


	"This book is one of those happy rarities: a popular biography that should also delight scholars....This is the kind of synthetic narrative history and biography that is rarely done to such high standards and is clearly one of the best introductions to the American formative era available. Moreover, the way Chernow integrates international affairs, domestic politics, economic and constitutional theory, and astute psychological analysis is nothing short of wondrous."[11]




The biography was adapted into a Tony award-winning musical, Hamilton, by Lin-Manuel Miranda, which opened on Broadway in August 2015. Chernow served as historical consultant to the production.
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 George Washington




Chernow's 904-page Washington: A Life[image: External link] was released on October 5, 2010 (ISBN 978-1594202667[image: External link]). It won the Pulitzer Prize for Biography[image: External link][12][13] and the American History Book Prize[image: External link].[14] Professor Gordon S. Wood[image: External link], renowned scholar of the Founding era, wrote:[15]


	"The best, most comprehensive, and most balanced single-volume biography of Washington ever written... One comes away from the book feeling that Washington has finally become comprehensible... [Chernow's] understanding of human nature is extraordinary and that is what makes his biography so powerful."
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 Ulysses S. Grant




In 2011, Chernow signed a deal to write a comprehensive biography on Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link].[16] Chernow explained his transition from writing about George Washington to Grant: "Makes some sense as progression. Towering general of Revolution to towering general of Civil War. Both two-term presidents, though with very different results."[17]
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 Board memberships




In 1990, Chernow became a member of the PEN American Center[image: External link]. In 2006, he was named as the President of the Board of Trustees, succeeding novelist Salman Rushdie[image: External link].[18] As of 2012, he serves as a member of the executive board of the Society of American Historians[image: External link].[7]
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 Honors and awards





	1990: National Book Award for Nonfiction[image: External link] for The House of Morgan: An American Banking Dynasty and the Rise of Modern Finance[image: External link] (winner)[2]


	1993: George S. Eccles Prize for Excellence in Economic Writing for The Warburgs: The Twentieth-Century Odyssey of a Remarkable Jewish Family (winner)

	1998: National Book Critics Circle Award[image: External link] for Titan: The Life of John D. Rockefeller, Sr.[image: External link] (nominated)[9]


	2004: George Washington Book Prize[image: External link] for Alexander Hamilton (winner)[10]


	2004: National Book Critics Circle Award[image: External link] for Alexander Hamilton (nominated)[9]


	2011: Pulitzer Prize for Biography[image: External link] for Washington: A Life[image: External link] (winner)[12][13]


	2011: American History Book Prize[image: External link] for Washington: A Life[image: External link] (winner)[14]


	2013: BIO Award from Biographers International Organization[image: External link] for advancing the art and craft of biography.[19]


	2015: National Humanities Medal[image: External link] [20]
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 Published works
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 Filmography





	1996: Biography[image: External link], "J. Pierpont Morgan: Emperor of Wall Street" (documentary), as himself

	2000: The American Experience[image: External link], "The Rockefellers: Part 1" (documentary), as advisor

	2000: The American Experience, "The Rockefellers: Part 2" (documentary), as advisor

	2007: The American Experience, "Alexander Hamilton" (documentary), as advisor

	2010: Tavis Smiley[image: External link], "October 12, 2010 episode" (talk show), as guest

	2010: Rediscovering Alexander Hamilton (documentary), as himself/historian
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The Public Theater






Coordinates[image: External link]: 40°43′45.18″N 73°59′30.45″W[image: External link]

The Public Theater is a New York City arts organization founded as the Shakespeare Workshop in 1954 by Joseph Papp[image: External link], with the intention of showcasing the works of up-and-coming playwrights and performers.[1] It is headquartered at 425 Lafayette Street[image: External link] in the former Astor Library[image: External link] in the East Village[image: External link] section of Lower Manhattan[image: External link].

The venue opened in 1967, mounting the world-premiere production of the musical HAIR[image: External link] as its first show. It is led by Artistic Director Oskar Eustis and Executive Director Patrick Willingham.[2]

The Public is dedicated to embracing the complexities of contemporary society and nurturing both artists and audiences, as it continues Joseph Papp's legacy of creating a place of inclusion and a forum for ideas.[3]

In addition to five theater venues – the Shiva, the Martinson, the LuEsther Hall, the Anspacher and the Newman – the site is home to Joe's Pub[image: External link], a cabaret-style setting used for new work, musical performances, spoken-word artists and soloists.

The Public also operates the Delacorte Theater[image: External link] in Central Park[image: External link], where it presents Shakespeare in the Park[image: External link], one of New York City's most beloved summer traditions. New York natives and visitors alike have been enjoying free Shakespeare in Central Park since performances began in 1954.[4] Notable productions in recent years include: The Merchant of Venice[image: External link] in 2010, featuring Al Pacino[image: External link] as Shylock; Twelfth Night[image: External link] in 2009, with Anne Hathaway[image: External link]; the 40th anniversary production of Hair[image: External link] in 2008; and Mother Courage And Her Children[image: External link], with Meryl Streep[image: External link] and Kevin Kline[image: External link].
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 Programs and series




In addition to each season of full-scale theatrical productions, The Public also produces a number of different series, festivals and programs each year.

In 2008, The Public presented its inaugural Public LAB series, an annual series of new plays presented in collaboration with LAByrinth Theater Company[image: External link]. Public LAB lets New Yorkers see more of the work they love from The Public in scaled-down productions, and allows The Public to support more artists, as well as gives audiences immediate access to new plays in development at affordable prices. With each Public LAB show, corresponding speaker series are presented as after-show talkbacks to discuss prominent themes, ideas and topics in the plays. A number of plays that have appeared in the Public LAB series have gone onto full-scale productions, including Tracey Scott Wilson[image: External link]’s The Good Negro, which ran at The Public in 2009, and Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson , which had a sold-out, thrice-extended Off-Broadway run at The Public in the spring of 2010 and transferred to Broadway that fall.[5]

Public LAB was expanded in 2011 to include Public LAB SHAKESPEARE, a vital new platform for The Public's ongoing exploration of the Shakespeare canon that continues the growth of The Public's Shakespeare Initiative and expand the many ways The Public produces American interpretations of Shakespeare. The premiere production of Public LAB SHAKESPEARE was Timon of Athens[image: External link] in March 2011, featuring Richard Thomas[image: External link] in the title role.[6]

In 2013, The Public launched the Mobile Shakespeare Unit, currently run by Director of Special Artistic Projects Stephanie Ybarra[image: External link],[7] which tours free Shakespeare to various locations throughout the five boroughs, including prisons, homeless shelters, and community centers, before concluding its run at the Public Theater itself. Past venues include Rikers Island, Borden Avenue's Veteran's Shelter, and The Fortune Society.[8] The Public also launched its inaugural Public Works production in 2013. Public Works combines diverse groups of people throughout the five boroughs of New York City to watch theatre, participate in theatrical workshops, and perform in one full-scale Public Works production alongside professional actors at Shakespeare in the Park. Past Public Works productions include The Tempest, The Winter's Tale, and The Odyssey.[9]

The Public Forum, begun in 2010, is an exciting series of lectures, debates and conversations that showcase leading voices in the arts, politics and the media. Curated by Jeremy McCarter, a senior writer at Newsweek, Public Forum events explore issues raised by plays in The Public's season, as well as the political and cultural headlines of today's world. In keeping with the best traditions of The Public, the Forum hosts a wide diversity of views and brings the theater into contact with the society around it. Notable participants in the series include Stephen Sondheim, Tony Kushner[image: External link], Arianna Huffington[image: External link], Alec Baldwin[image: External link] and Anne Hathaway[image: External link].[10]

The Public hosts the annual Under the Radar Festival[image: External link], a festival tracking new theater from around the world. Over the last 12 years, The Public’s Under the Radar Festival (UTR) has presented over 194 companies from 40 countries. It has grown into a landmark of the New York City theater season and is a vital part of The Public's mission, providing a high-visibility platform to support artists from diverse backgrounds who are redefining the act of making theater. Widely recognized as a premier launching pad for new and cutting-edge performance from the U.S. and abroad, UTR has presented works by such respected artists as Elevator Repair Service[image: External link], Gob Squad[image: External link], Belarus Free Theatre[image: External link], and Young Jean Lee[image: External link]. These artists provide a snapshot of theater today: richly distinct in terms of perspectives, aesthetics, and social practice, and pointing to the future of the art form.[11]

The Public serves as the home of the Emerging Writers Group, which seeks to target playwrights at the earliest stages in their careers. In so doing, The Public hopes to create an artistic home for a diverse and exceptionally talented group of up-and-coming playwrights. Through the Emerging Writers Group, The Public continues its rich legacy of supporting current and future generations of our country’s most important writers via The Public Writers Initiative – a long-term initiative that provides key support and resources for writers at every stage of their careers. The Public Writers Initiative creates a fertile community and fosters a web of supportive artistic relationships across generations. The Emerging Writers Group is a component of The Public Writers Initiative.[12]

The Public also fosters Public Studio, a performance series dedicated to developing the works of new and emerging theater artists. Emerging playwrights get the opportunity to stage a piece somewhere between a workshop and a full production in front of an audience, as an opportunity to gage audience reaction and further develop their work.[13]

The Public Theater invests in theater education, training classical actors through the annual summer acting intensive known as the Shakespeare Lab. The Shakespeare Lab is The Public Theater’s professional actor development program that immerses a carefully selected company of professional, mid-career actors in a summer intensive exploring the rigors, challenges, and joys of performing Shakespeare.[14]

The Public also educates through its Shakespeare Spring Break, Summer ShakeUP, and A Midsummer Day’s Camp programs, all for teenagers interested in learning about and performing Shakespeare.[15]

Suzan-Lori Parks[image: External link], Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright and Master Writer Chair of The Public, debuted her performance piece Watch Me Work as part of the 2011 Under The Radar Festival. As of April 2011, Parks continues to perform the piece in the main lobby of The Public Theater. A meditation on the artistic process and an actual work session, Watch Me Work features Parks working on her newest writing project in the main lobby of The Public Theater. The audience is invited to come and watch her work and/or to share the space and get some of their own writing work done. During the last fifteen minutes of the performance Parks answers questions the audience might have regarding their own work and their creative process.[16]
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 Notable works and awards




A number of the Public's productions have moved to larger Broadway theaters upon the conclusion of their run at Astor Place. The three most commercially successful of these have been Hair[image: External link] (1967), A Chorus Line (1975), and Hamilton (2015).

The Public Theater has won 54 Tony Awards[image: External link], 152 Obie Awards[image: External link], 42 Drama Desk Awards and five Pulitzer Prizes[image: External link]. Fifty-five Public Theater productions have moved to Broadway, including Sticks and Bones[image: External link], That Championship Season, A Chorus Line, For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide When the Rainbow Is Enuf[image: External link], The Pirates of Penzance, The Tempest[image: External link], Bring in 'da Noise, Bring in 'da Funk[image: External link], Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]'s The Wild Party[image: External link], The Ride Down Mt. Morgan[image: External link], Topdog/Underdog[image: External link], Take Me Out[image: External link], Caroline, or Change[image: External link], Passing Strange, the revival of HAIR[image: External link], Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson, The Merchant of Venice[image: External link], The Normal Heart[image: External link], Well[image: External link], Fun Home, Hamilton, and Eclipsed[image: External link].
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 Astor Library Building




See also: Astor Library[image: External link]


The Public has been housed in a landmarked Romanesque revival[image: External link] structure at 425 Lafayette Street[image: External link] since 1967, built between 1853 and 1881 as the Astor Library, which later merged with the Tilden and Lenox collections to become the New York Public Library[image: External link]. The library was built by William B. Astor[image: External link], son of the library's founder, John Jacob Astor[image: External link]. A German-born architect, Alexander Saeltzer[image: External link], who had been the architect of the Anshe Chesed Synagogue[image: External link], [17][18] designed the building in Rundbogenstil[image: External link] style, then the prevailing style for public building in Germany. Astor funded two expansions of the building toward Astor Place, designed by Griffith Thomas[image: External link] (1856–1869) and Thomas Stent[image: External link] (1879–1881).[19] Both large expansions followed Saeltzer's original design so seamlessly that an observer cannot detect that the edifice was built in three stages.

In 1920, the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society[image: External link] purchased the building. By 1965 it was in disuse and faced demolition. The Public Theater, then the New York Shakespeare Festival[image: External link], persuaded the city to purchase it for use as a theater. It was converted for theater use by Giorgio Cavaglieri[image: External link] between 1967 and 1976.[19][20]

The building is a New York City Landmark[image: External link], designated in 1965.[21] It was one of the first buildings to be recognized as such by the newly formed Landmarks Preservation Commission of New York City, thanks to Joseph Papp’s perseverance.[22]

In 2009, The Public began its “Going Public” campaign to raise funds for a major renovation of the historic building.[23][24] Groundbreaking for the $35 million renovation occurred on March 9, 2010, with notables such as Liev Schreiber[image: External link] and Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link] in attendance.[25] Plans include a renovation of Joe’s Pub; the Pub went on a three-month hiatus during the summer of 2011 to allow for construction.[26] The building re-opened on October 4, 2012 after a renovation designed by Ennead Architects[image: External link] costing $40 million.[27]
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Acting Workshop






"Comedy workshop" redirects here. For the Houston club, see Comedy Workshop[image: External link].

An acting workshop is a meeting of actors or others of one specific trade to learn how to hone their skills and to network[image: External link] with other actors, acting coaches[image: External link] and casting directors. Many actors will critique, mentor and coach their peers and offer tips on how to improve their preparation for roles, auditions[image: External link], and enhance their performing abilities. Acting workshops are often staffed by professionals, which can include acting coaches, directors, or actors. Casting directors sometimes also act as coaches. It is usually recommended that serious actors attend acting workshops to help increase their skill.

Specialist types

There are other types of workshops for similar kinds of performance trades. Voice actors learn how to enhance their skill of voicing a character, writers learn to how to give characters personality, and comedians can learn how to increase their comedic skill.

References

See also


	Acting coach[image: External link]





TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Performing arts[image: External link]

	Training[image: External link]

	Coaching[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 28 March 2017, at 12:00.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Acting Workshop: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acting_workshop [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Acting_workshop [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Awards

	3 See also

	4 References

	5 External links





Off-Broadway






For the American rock band, see Off Broadway (band)[image: External link].

An Off-Broadway theatre is a professional venue in New York City with a seating capacity[image: External link] between 100 and 499. These theatres are smaller than Broadway theatres, but generally larger than Off-Off-Broadway[image: External link] theatres, which seat fewer than 100.

An "Off-Broadway production" is a production of a play[image: External link], musical or revue[image: External link] that appears in such a venue and adheres to related trade union[image: External link] and other contracts.[1] Shows that premiere Off-Broadway are sometimes subsequently produced on Broadway.
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 History




Originally referring to the location of a venue and its productions on a street intersecting Broadway[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link]'s Theater District[image: External link], the hub of the theatre industry in New York, the term later became defined by the League of Off-Broadway Theatres and Producers as a professional venue in New York City with a seating capacity[image: External link] between 100 and 499, or a specific production that appears in such a venue, and which adheres to related trade union[image: External link] and other contracts.[1]

Previously, regardless of the size of the venue, a theatre was not considered Off-Broadway if it was within the "Broadway Box" (extending from 40th to 54th Street, and from west of Sixth Avenue[image: External link] to east of Eighth Avenue[image: External link], and including Times Square[image: External link] and 42nd Street[image: External link]). The contractual definition was changed to encompass theatres meeting the standard, which benefits these theatres because of the lower minimum required salary for Actors' Equity[image: External link] performers at Off-Broadway theatres as compared with the salary requirements of the union for Broadway theatres.[2] The adoption of the 499-seat rule occurred after a one-day strike in January, 1974.[3] Examples of Off-Broadway theatres within the Broadway Box are the Laura Pels Theatre[image: External link] and The Theater Center[image: External link].

The Off-Broadway movement started in the 1950s, as a reaction to the perceived commercialism of Broadway and provided less expensive venues for shows that have employed hundreds of future Broadway artists. According to theatre historians Ken Bloom and Frank Vlastnik, Off-Broadway offered a new outlet for "poets, playwrights, actors, songwriters, and designers. ... The first great Off-Broadway musical was the 1954 revival" of The Threepenny Opera[image: External link], which proved that Off-Broadway productions could be financially successful.[4] Theatre Row[image: External link], on West 42nd Street between 9th and 10th Avenues in Manhattan, is a series of Off-Broadway and Off-Off-Broadway theatres. It was developed in the mid-1970s and modernized in 2002.[5]

Many Off-Broadway shows have had subsequent runs on Broadway, including such successful musicals as Hair[image: External link], Godspell[image: External link], Little Shop of Horrors, Sunday in the Park with George, Rent, Grey Gardens[image: External link], Urinetown, Avenue Q, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Rock of Ages[image: External link], In the Heights, Spring Awakening, Next to Normal, Hedwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link], Fun Home and Hamilton.[6] In particular, two that became Broadway hits, Grease[image: External link] and A Chorus Line, encouraged other producers to premiere their shows Off-Broadway.[4] Plays that have moved from off-Broadway houses to Broadway include Doubt[image: External link], I Am My Own Wife, Bridge & Tunnel[image: External link], The Normal Heart[image: External link] and Coastal Disturbances[image: External link]. Other productions, such as Stomp[image: External link], Blue Man Group[image: External link], Altar Boyz[image: External link], Perfect Crime[image: External link], Forbidden Broadway, Nunsense[image: External link], Naked Boys Singing[image: External link], Bat Boy: The Musical[image: External link] and I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change[image: External link] have had runs of many years Off-Broadway, never moving to Broadway. The Fantasticks[image: External link], the longest-running musical in theatre history, spent its original 42-year run Off-Broadway and began another long off-Broadway run in 2006.[7]
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 Awards




Off-Broadway shows, performers, and creative staff are eligible for the following awards: the New York Drama Critics' Circle Award, the Outer Critics Circle Award, the Drama Desk Award, the Obie Award (presented since 1956 by The Village Voice[image: External link]), the Lucille Lortel Award (created in 1985 by the League of Off-Broadway Theatres & Producers), and the Drama League Award. Although Off-Broadway shows are not eligible for Tony Awards[image: External link], an exception was made in 1956 (before the rules were changed), when Lotte Lenya[image: External link] won for "Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Musical[image: External link]", for the Off-Broadway production of The Threepenny Opera[image: External link].[8]
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Broadway Theatre






This article is about the type of theatre called "Broadway". For the street for which it is named, see Broadway (Manhattan)[image: External link]. For the individual theatre of this name, see Broadway Theatre (53rd Street)[image: External link].

Broadway theatre,[nb 1] commonly known as Broadway, refers to the theatrical performances presented in the 41 professional theatres[image: External link] with 500 or more seats located in the Theater District[image: External link] and Lincoln Center[image: External link] along Broadway[image: External link], in Midtown Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link].[1] Along with London's West End theatre, Broadway theatre is widely considered to represent the highest level of commercial theatre in the English-speaking world[image: External link].

The Theater District is a popular tourist attraction in New York City[image: External link]. According to The Broadway League[image: External link], for the 2016–2017 season (which ended May 21, 2017), total attendance was 13,270,343 and Broadway shows had US$1,449,399,149 in grosses, with attendance down 0.4%, grosses up 5.5%, and playing weeks down 4.1%.[2]

The great majority of Broadway shows are musicals. Historian Martin Shefter[image: External link] argues, "'Broadway musicals,' culminating in the productions of Richard Rodgers[image: External link] and Oscar Hammerstein[image: External link], became enormously influential forms of American popular culture" and helped make New York City the cultural capital of the nation.[3]
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 History
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 Early theatre in New York




New York did not have a significant theatre presence until about 1750, when actor-managers Walter Murray and Thomas Kean established a resident theatre company at the Theatre on Nassau Street[image: External link], which held about 280 people. They presented Shakespeare plays and ballad operas[image: External link] such as The Beggar's Opera[image: External link].[4] In 1752, William Hallam[image: External link] sent a company of twelve actors from Britain to the colonies with his brother Lewis[image: External link] as their manager. They established a theatre in Williamsburg, Virginia[image: External link] and opened with The Merchant of Venice[image: External link] and The Anatomist. The company moved to New York in the summer of 1753, performing ballad operas[image: External link] and ballad-farces like Damon and Phillida. The Revolutionary War[image: External link] suspended theatre in New York, but thereafter theatre resumed in 1798, the year the 2,000-seat Park Theatre[image: External link] was built on Chatham Street (now called Park Row[image: External link]).[4] The Bowery Theatre[image: External link] opened in 1826,[5] followed by others. Blackface[image: External link] minstrel shows[image: External link], a distinctly American form of entertainment, became popular in the 1830s, and especially so with the arrival of the Virginia Minstrels[image: External link] in the 1840s.[6]

By the 1840s, P.T. Barnum[image: External link] was operating an entertainment complex in lower Manhattan[image: External link]. In 1829, at Broadway and Prince Street, Niblo's Garden[image: External link] opened and soon became one of New York's premiere nightspots. The 3,000-seat theatre presented all sorts of musical and non-musical entertainments. In 1844, Palmo's Opera House[image: External link] opened and presented opera for only four seasons before bankruptcy led to its rebranding as a venue for plays under the name Burton's Theatre. The Astor Opera House[image: External link] opened in 1847. A riot broke out in 1849 when the lower-class patrons of the Bowery objected to what they perceived as snobbery by the upper class audiences at Astor Place: "After the Astor Place Riot of 1849, entertainment in New York City was divided along class lines: opera was chiefly for the upper middle and upper classes, minstrel shows and melodramas for the middle class, variety shows in concert saloons for men of the working class and the slumming middle class."[7]

The plays of William Shakespeare[image: External link] were frequently performed on the Broadway stage during the period, most notably by American actor Edwin Booth[image: External link] who was internationally known for his performance as Hamlet[image: External link]. Booth played the role for a famous 100 consecutive performances at the Winter Garden Theatre[image: External link] in 1865 (with the run ending just a few months before Booth's brother John Wilkes Booth[image: External link] assassinated Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]), and would later revive the role at his own Booth's Theatre[image: External link] (which was managed for a time by his brother Junius Brutus Booth, Jr.[image: External link]). Other renowned Shakespeareans who appeared in New York in this era were Henry Irving[image: External link], Tommaso Salvini[image: External link], Fanny Davenport[image: External link], and Charles Fechter[image: External link].

Lydia Thompson[image: External link] came to America in 1868 heading a small theatrical troupe, adapting popular English burlesques[image: External link] for middle-class New York audiences. Thompson's troupe called the "British Blondes", was the most popular entertainment in New York during the 1868–1869 theatrical season. "The eccentricities of pantomime and burlesque—with their curious combination of comedy, parody, satire, improvisation, song and dance, variety acts, cross-dressing, extravagant stage effects, risqué jokes and saucy costumes—while familiar enough to British audiences, took New York by storm."[8] The six-month tour ran for almost six extremely profitable years.[9]
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 Birth of the musical and post-Civil War




Theatre in New York moved from downtown gradually to midtown[image: External link] beginning around 1850, seeking less expensive real estate. In 1870, the heart of Broadway was in Union Square[image: External link], and by the end of the century, many theatres were near Madison Square. Theatres did not arrive in the Times Square[image: External link] area until the early 1900s, and the Broadway theatres did not consolidate there until a large number of theatres were built around the square in the 1920s and 1930s. Broadway's first "long-run" musical was a 50-performance hit called The Elves in 1857. New York runs continued to lag far behind those in London,[10] but Laura Keene[image: External link]'s "musical burletta" The Seven Sisters[image: External link] (1860) shattered previous New York records with a run of 253 performances. It was at a performance by Keene's troupe of Our American Cousin[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. that Abraham Lincoln was shot.

The first theatre piece that conforms to the modern conception of a musical, adding dance and original music that helped to tell the story, is considered to be The Black Crook[image: External link], which premiered in New York on September 12, 1866. The production was a staggering five-and-a-half hours long, but despite its length, it ran for a record-breaking 474 performances. The same year, The Black Domino/Between You, Me and the Post was the first show to call itself a "musical comedy".[11]

Tony Pastor[image: External link] opened the first vaudeville[image: External link] theatre one block east of Union Square in 1881, where Lillian Russell[image: External link] performed. Comedians Edward Harrigan[image: External link] and Tony Hart[image: External link] produced and starred in musicals on Broadway between 1878 (The Mulligan Guard Picnic) and 1890, with book and lyrics by Harrigan and music by his father-in-law David Braham[image: External link]. These musical comedies featured characters and situations taken from the everyday life of New York's lower classes and represented a significant step forward from vaudeville and burlesque, towards a more literate form. They starred high quality singers (Lillian Russell[image: External link], Vivienne Segal[image: External link], and Fay Templeton[image: External link]), instead of the women of questionable repute who had starred in earlier musical forms.

As transportation improved, poverty in New York diminished, and street lighting made for safer travel at night, the number of potential patrons for the growing number of theatres increased enormously. Plays could run longer and still draw in the audiences, leading to better profits and improved production values. As in England, during the latter half of the century, the theatre began to be cleaned up, with less prostitution[image: External link] hindering the attendance of the theatre by women. Gilbert and Sullivan's family-friendly comic opera[image: External link] hits, beginning with H.M.S. Pinafore[image: External link] in 1878, were imported to New York (by the authors and also in numerous unlicensed productions). They were imitated in New York by American productions such as Reginald Dekoven[image: External link]'s Robin Hood (1891) and John Philip Sousa[image: External link]'s El Capitan[image: External link] (1896), along with operas, ballets and other British and European hits.
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 1890s and early 1900s




Charles Hoyt[image: External link]'s A Trip to Chinatown[image: External link] (1891) became Broadway's long-run champion, holding the stage for 657 performances. This would not be surpassed until Irene[image: External link] in 1919. In 1896, theatre owners Marc Klaw[image: External link] and A. L. Erlanger[image: External link] formed the Theatrical Syndicate[image: External link], which controlled almost every legitimate theatre in the US. for the next sixteen years.[12] However, smaller vaudeville and variety houses proliferated, and Off-Broadway was well established by the end of the 19th century.

A Trip to Coontown (1898) was the first musical comedy entirely produced and performed by African Americans[image: External link] in a Broadway theatre (largely inspired by the routines of the minstrel shows[image: External link]), followed by the ragtime[image: External link]-tinged Clorindy: The Origin of the Cakewalk[image: External link] (1898), and the highly successful In Dahomey[image: External link] (1902). Hundreds of musical comedies were staged on Broadway in the 1890s and early 1900s made up of songs written in New York's Tin Pan Alley[image: External link] involving composers such as Gus Edwards[image: External link], John Walter Bratton[image: External link], and George M. Cohan[image: External link] (Little Johnny Jones[image: External link] (1904), 45 Minutes From Broadway (1906), and George Washington Jr. (1906)). Still, New York runs continued to be relatively short, with a few exceptions, compared with London runs, until World War I[image: External link].[10] A few very successful British musicals continued to achieve great success in New York, including Florodora[image: External link] in 1900–01.
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 1900–1925




In the early years of the 20th century, translations of popular late-19th century continental operettas were joined by the "Princess Theatre" shows of the 1910s by writers such as P. G. Wodehouse[image: External link], Guy Bolton[image: External link], and Harry B. Smith[image: External link]. Victor Herbert[image: External link], whose work included some intimate musical plays with modern settings as well as his string of famous operettas (The Fortune Teller[image: External link] (1898), Babes in Toyland[image: External link] (1903), Mlle. Modiste[image: External link] (1905), The Red Mill[image: External link] (1906), and Naughty Marietta[image: External link] (1910)).[13]

Beginning with The Red Mill, Broadway shows installed electric signs outside the theatres. Since colored bulbs burned out too quickly, white lights were used, and Broadway was nicknamed "The Great White Way". In August 1919, the Actors' Equity Association[image: External link] demanded a standard contract for all professional productions. After a strike shut down all the theatres, the producers were forced to agree. By the 1920s, the Shubert Brothers[image: External link] had risen to take over the majority of the theatres from the Erlanger syndicate.[14]

During this time, the play Lightnin'[image: External link], by Winchell Smith[image: External link] and Frank Bacon[image: External link], became the first Broadway show to reach 700 performances. From then, it would go on to become the first show to reach 1,000 performances. Lightnin' was the longest-running Broadway show until being overtaken in performance totals by Abie's Irish Rose[image: External link] in 1925.
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 Competing with motion pictures




The motion picture mounted a challenge to the stage. At first, films were silent and presented only limited competition. By the end of the 1920s, films like The Jazz Singer[image: External link] were presented with synchronized sound, and critics wondered if the cinema would replace live theatre altogether. While live vaudeville could not compete with these inexpensive films that featured vaudeville stars and major comedians of the day, other theatre survived. The musicals of the Roaring Twenties[image: External link], borrowing from vaudeville, music hall[image: External link] and other light entertainments, tended to ignore plot in favor of emphasizing star actors and actresses, big dance routines, and popular songs. Florenz Ziegfeld[image: External link] produced annual spectacular song-and-dance revues on Broadway featuring extravagant sets and elaborate costumes, but there was little to tie the various numbers together. Typical of the 1920s were lighthearted productions such as Sally[image: External link]; Lady Be Good[image: External link]; Sunny[image: External link]; No, No, Nanette[image: External link]; Harlem; Oh, Kay![image: External link]; and Funny Face[image: External link]. Their books may have been forgettable, but they produced enduring standards from George Gershwin[image: External link], Cole Porter[image: External link], Jerome Kern[image: External link], Vincent Youmans[image: External link], and Rodgers and Hart[image: External link], among others, and Noël Coward[image: External link], Sigmund Romberg[image: External link], and Rudolf Friml[image: External link] continued in the vein of Victor Herbert. Clearly, the live theatre survived the invention of cinema.
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 Between the wars




Leaving these comparatively frivolous entertainments behind, and taking the drama a giant step forward, Show Boat, premiered on December 27, 1927, at the Ziegfeld Theatre[image: External link], representing a complete integration of book and score, with dramatic themes, as told through the music, dialogue, setting and movement, woven together more seamlessly than in previous musicals. It ran for 572 performances.

The 1920s also spawned a new age of American playwright with the emergence of Eugene O'Neill[image: External link], whose plays Beyond the Horizon, Anna Christie, The Hairy Ape[image: External link], Strange Interlude and Mourning Becomes Electra[image: External link] proved that there was an audience for serious drama on Broadway, and O'Neill's success paved the way for major dramatists like Elmer Rice[image: External link], Maxwell Anderson[image: External link], Robert E. Sherwood[image: External link], Tennessee Williams[image: External link], and Arthur Miller[image: External link], as well as writers of comedy like George S. Kaufman[image: External link] and Moss Hart[image: External link]. Classical revivals also proved popular with Broadway theatre-goers, notably John Barrymore[image: External link] in Hamlet[image: External link] and Richard III[image: External link], John Gielgud[image: External link] in Hamlet[image: External link], The Importance of Being Earnest[image: External link] and Much Ado About Nothing[image: External link], Walter Hampden[image: External link] and Jose Ferrer[image: External link] in Cyrano de Bergerac[image: External link], Paul Robeson[image: External link] and Ferrer[image: External link] in Othello[image: External link], Maurice Evans[image: External link] in Richard II[image: External link] and the plays of George Bernard Shaw[image: External link], and Katharine Cornell[image: External link] in such plays as Romeo and Juliet[image: External link], Antony and Cleopatra[image: External link], and Candida[image: External link].

As World War II[image: External link] approached, a dozen Broadway dramas addressed the rise of Nazism in Europe and the issue of American non-intervention. The most successful was Lillian Hellman[image: External link]'s Watch on the Rhine[image: External link], which opened in April 1941.[15]
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 1950–1970




After the lean years of the Great Depression[image: External link], Broadway theatre had entered a golden age with the blockbuster hit Oklahoma![image: External link], in 1943, which ran for 2,212 performances. According to John Kenrick[image: External link] writing of Broadway musicals, "Every season saw new stage musicals send songs to the top of the charts. Public demand, a booming economy and abundant creative talent kept Broadway hopping. To this day, the shows of the 1950s form the core of the musical theatre repertory."[16] Kenrick notes that "the late 1960s marked a time of cultural upheaval. The changes would prove painful for many—including those behind the scenes, as well as those in the audience."[17] Of the 1970s, Kenrick writes: "Just when it seemed that traditional book musicals were back in style, the decade ended with critics and audiences giving mixed signals."[18]

Ken Bloom[image: External link] observed that "The 1960s and 1970s saw a worsening of the area [Times Square] and a drop in the number of legitimate shows produced on Broadway."[19] By way of comparison, in the 1950 to 1951 season (May to May) 94 productions opened on Broadway; in the 1969 to 1970 season (June to May) there were 59 productions (fifteen were revivals).[20][21] In the twenties, there were 70–80 theaters but by 1969 there were 36 left.[22]
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 1980s




In the spring of 1982, Joe Papp[image: External link], the theatrical producer and director who established The Public Theater, led the "Save the Theatres" campaign.[23] It was a not-for-profit group supported by the Actors Equity[image: External link] union, to save the theater buildings in the neighborhood from demolition by monied Manhattan development interests.[24][25][26][27] Papp provided resources, recruited a publicist and celebrated actors, and provided audio, lighting, and technical crews for the effort.[25]

At Papp's behest, in July 1982, a bill was introduced in the 97th Congress[image: External link], entitled "H.R.6885, A bill to designate the Broadway/Times Square Theatre District in the City of New York as a national historic site".[28] The legislation would have provided certain US government resources and assistance to help the city preserve the district.[28] Faced with strong opposition and lobbying by Mayor Ed Koch's Administration[image: External link] and corporate Manhattan development interests, the bill was not passed. The Save the Theatres campaign then turned their efforts to supporting establishment of the Theater District as a registered historic district[image: External link].[29][30] In December 1983, Save the Theatres prepared "The Broadway Theater District, a Preservation Development and Management Plan", and demanded that each theater in the district receive landmark designation.[30] Mayor Ed Koch[image: External link] ultimately reacted by creating a Theater Advisory Council, which included Papp.[25]
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 Description
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 Schedule




Although there are some exceptions, generally shows with open-ended runs have evening performances Tuesday through Saturday with a 7:00 p.m. or 8:00 p.m. "curtain". The afternoon " matinée[image: External link]" performances are at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesdays and Saturdays and at 3:00 p.m. on Sundays. This makes for an eight-performance week. On this schedule, most shows do not play on Monday and the shows and theatres are said to be "dark" on that day.[31][32] The actors and the crew in these shows tend to regard Sunday evening through Tuesday evening as their weekend. The Tony award presentation ceremony is usually held on a Sunday evening in June to fit this schedule.

In recent years, some shows have moved their Tuesday show time an hour earlier to 7:00 p.m.[31] The rationale for the move was that since fewer tourists take in shows midweek then the Tuesday attendance, in particular, depends on the local audience. The earlier curtain makes it possible for suburban patrons to get home by a reasonable hour after the show. Some shows, especially those produced by Disney[image: External link], change their performance schedules fairly frequently depending on the season. This is done in order to maximize access to their target audience.
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 Producers and theatre owners




Most Broadway producers and theatre owners are members of The Broadway League[image: External link] (formerly "The League of American Theatres and Producers"), a trade organization that promotes Broadway theatre as a whole, negotiates contracts with the various theatrical unions and agreements with the guilds, and co-administers the Tony Awards[image: External link] with the American Theatre Wing[image: External link], a service organization. While the League and the theatrical unions are sometimes at loggerheads during those periods when new contracts are being negotiated, they also cooperate on many projects and events designed to promote professional theatre in New York.

The three non-profit theatre companies with Broadway theatres (Lincoln Center Theater[image: External link], Manhattan Theatre Club[image: External link], and Roundabout Theatre Company[image: External link]) belong to the League of Resident Theatres[image: External link] and have contracts with the theatrical unions which are negotiated separately from the other Broadway theatre and producers. ( Disney[image: External link] also negotiates apart from the League, as did Livent[image: External link] before it closed down its operations.) However, generally, shows that play in any of the Broadway houses are eligible for Tony Awards (see below).

The majority of Broadway theatres are owned or managed by three organizations: the Shubert Organization[image: External link], a for-profit arm of the non-profit Shubert Foundation, which owns seventeen theatres; the Nederlander Organization[image: External link], which controls nine theatres; and Jujamcyn[image: External link], which owns five Broadway houses.
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 Personnel




Both musicals and stage plays on Broadway often rely on casting well-known performers in leading roles to draw larger audiences or bring in new audience members to the theatre. Actors from movies and television are frequently cast for the revivals of Broadway shows or are used to replace actors leaving a cast. There are still, however, performers who are primarily stage actors, spending most of their time "on the boards", and appearing in television and in screen roles only secondarily. As Patrick Healy of The New York Times noted:


Broadway once had many homegrown stars who committed to working on a show for a year, as Nathan Lane[image: External link] has for The Addams Family. In 2010, some theater heavyweights like Mr. Lane were not even nominated; instead, several Tony Awards were given for productions that were always intended to be short-timers on Broadway, given that many of their film-star performers had to move on to other commitments.[33]



According to Mark Shenton, "One of the biggest changes to the commercial theatrical landscape—on both sides of the Atlantic—over the past decade or so is that sightings of big star names turning out to do plays has gone up; but the runs they are prepared to commit to has gone down. Time was that a producer would require a minimum commitment from his star of six months, and perhaps a year; now, the 14-week run is the norm."[34]

The minimum size of the Broadway orchestra is governed by an agreement with the musicians union (Local 802, American Federation of Musicians) and The Broadway League. For example, the agreement specifies the minimum size of the orchestra at the Minskoff Theatre to be 18, at the Music Box Theatre to be 9.[35]
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 Runs




See also: List of the longest-running Broadway shows[image: External link]


Most Broadway shows are commercial productions intended to make a profit for the producers and investors ("backers" or "angels"), and therefore have open-ended runs (duration that the production plays), meaning that the length of their presentation is not set beforehand, but depends on critical response, word of mouth, and the effectiveness of the show's advertising, all of which determine ticket sales. Investing in a commercial production carries a varied degree of financial risk. Shows do not necessarily have to make a profit immediately. If they are making their "nut" (weekly operating expenses), or are losing money at a rate which the producers consider acceptable, they may continue to run in the expectation that, eventually, they will pay back their initial costs and become profitable. In some borderline situations, producers may ask that royalties be temporarily reduced or waived, or even that performers—with the permission of their unions—take reduced salaries, in order to prevent a show from closing. Theatre owners, who are not generally profit participants in most productions, may waive or reduce rents, or even lend a show money in order to keep it running.

Some Broadway shows are produced by non-commercial organizations as part of a regular subscription season—Lincoln Center Theatre[image: External link], Roundabout Theatre Company[image: External link], and Manhattan Theatre Club[image: External link] are the three non-profit theatre companies that currently have permanent Broadway venues. Some other productions are produced on Broadway with "limited engagement runs" for a number of reasons, including financial issues, prior engagements of the performers or temporary availability of a theatre between the end of one production and the beginning of another. However, some shows with planned limited engagement runs may, after critical acclaim or box office success, extend their engagements or convert to open-ended runs. This was the case with 2007's August: Osage County, 2009's God of Carnage[image: External link], and 2012's Newsies.

Historically, musicals on Broadway tend to have longer runs than "straight" (i.e. non-musical) plays. On January 9, 2006, The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] at the Majestic Theatre[image: External link] became the longest running Broadway musical, with 7,486 performances, overtaking Cats[image: External link].[36]
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Attending a Broadway show is a common tourist[image: External link] activity in New York. The TKTS[image: External link] booths sell same-day tickets (and in certain cases next-day matinee tickets) for many Broadway and Off-Broadway shows at a discount of 20%, 30%, 40%, or 50%.[37] The TKTS booths are located in Duffy Square[image: External link], in Times Square[image: External link], in Lower Manhattan, and in Brooklyn[image: External link]. This service run by Theatre Development Fund[image: External link] makes seeing a show in New York more affordable. Many Broadway theatres also offer special student rates, same-day "rush" or "lottery" tickets, or standing-room tickets to help ensure that their theatres are as full, and their "grosses" as high as possible.[38] According to The Broadway League[image: External link], total Broadway attendance was 13.27 million in 2016–2017 compared to 13.32 million in 2015–2016.[2] The Broadway League also reports that approximately 66% of all Broadway tickets were purchased by tourists in the 2012–2013 season, an increase of three percent from the 2011–2012 season.[39] By way of comparison, London[image: External link]'s West End theatre reported total attendance of 14.3 million for major commercial and grant-aided theatres in central London[image: External link] for 2009.[40]
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The classification of theatres is governed by language in Actors' Equity Association[image: External link] contracts. To be eligible for a Tony, a production must be in a house with 500 seats or more and in the Theater District, which criteria define Broadway theatre. Off Broadway[image: External link] and Off-Off-Broadway[image: External link] shows often provide a more experimental, challenging and intimate performance than is possible in the larger Broadway theatres. Some Broadway shows, however, such as the musicals Hair[image: External link], Little Shop of Horrors, Spring Awakening, Next to Normal, Rent, Avenue Q, In the Heights[image: External link], Fun Home[image: External link], and Hamilton, began their runs Off-Broadway and later transferred to Broadway, seeking to replicate their intimate experience in a larger theatre.

After, or even during, successful runs in Broadway theatres, producers often remount their productions with new casts and crew for the Broadway national tour, which travels to theatres in major cities across the country. Sometimes when a show closes on Broadway, the entire production, with most if not all of the original cast intact, is relaunched as a touring company, hence the name "Broadway national tour". Some shows may even have several touring companies out at a time, whether the show is still running in New York or not, with many companies "sitting down" in other major cities for their own extended runs. Smaller cities may attract national touring companies, but for shorter periods of time. Or they may even be serviced by "bus and truck" tours. These are scaled-down versions of the larger, national touring productions, historically acquiring their name because the casts generally traveled by bus instead of by air, while the sets and equipment traveled by truck. Tours of this type, which frequently feature a reduced physical production to accommodate smaller venues and tighter schedules, often run for weeks rather than months. Some will even play "split weeks", which are half a week in one town and the second half in another. On occasion, they will also play "one-nighters". The production values, while generally still good, are usually less lavish than the typical Broadway national tour or national touring production and the actors, while still members of the actor's union, are compensated under a different, less lucrative, union contract. The Touring Broadway Awards[image: External link], presented by The Broadway League[image: External link], honor excellence in touring Broadway.
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Broadway productions and artists are honored by the annual Antoinette Perry Awards (commonly called the "Tony Awards[image: External link]", or "Tony") which are given by the American Theatre Wing[image: External link] and the Broadway League[image: External link], and which were first presented in 1947.[41] The Tony is Broadway's most prestigious award, comparable to the Academy Awards[image: External link] for Hollywood[image: External link] film productions. Their importance has increased since 1967 when the awards presentation show began to be broadcast on national television. In a strategy to improve the television ratings, celebrities are often chosen to host the show, some with scant connection to the theatre.[42] The most recent Tony Awards ceremony was held on June 12, 2016. Other awards given to Broadway productions include the Drama Desk Award, presented since 1955, the New York Drama Critics' Circle Awards, first given in 1936, and the Outer Critics Circle Award, initially presented in 1950.
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 Broadway theatres and current productions





	If no show is currently running, the play listed is the next show planned (dates marked with an *).

	If the next show planned is not announced, the applicable columns are left blank.

	Capacity is based on the capacity given for the respective theatre at the Internet Broadway Database.[43]






	Theatre
	Address
	Capacity
	Owner/Operator
	Current production
	Type
	Opened
	Closing



	Al Hirschfeld Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 45th St. (No. 302)
	1424
	Jujamcyn Theaters[image: External link]
	Kinky Boots
	Musical
	April 4, 2013
	Open-ended



	Ambassador Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 49th St. (No. 219)
	1125
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	Chicago[image: External link]
	Musical
	November 14, 1996
	Open-ended



	American Airlines Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 42nd St. (No. 229)
	740
	Roundabout Theatre Company[image: External link]
	Marvin's Room[image: External link][44]
	Play
	June 29, 2017*
	August 27, 2017



	August Wilson Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 52nd St. (No. 245)
	1228
	Jujamcyn Theaters[image: External link]
	Groundhog Day[image: External link][45]
	Musical
	April 17, 2017
	Open-ended



	Belasco Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 44th St. (No. 111)
	1018
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	The Terms of My Surrender[46]
	Play
	August 10, 2017*
	October 22, 2017



	Bernard B. Jacobs Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 45th St. (No. 242)
	1078
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	Bandstand[image: External link][47]
	Musical
	April 26, 2017
	Open-ended



	Booth Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 45th St. (No. 222)
	766
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	
	
	
	



	Broadhurst Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 44th St. (No. 235)
	1186
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	Anastasia[image: External link][48]
	Musical
	April 24, 2017
	Open-ended



	Broadway Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 53rd St & Broadway (No. 1681)
	1761
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	Miss Saigon[image: External link][49]
	Musical
	March 23, 2017
	January 14, 2018



	Brooks Atkinson Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 47th St. (No. 256)
	1094
	Nederlander Organization[image: External link]
	Waitress[image: External link]
	Musical
	April 24, 2016
	Open-ended



	Circle in the Square Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 50th St. (No. 235)
	840
	Independent
	Once on This Island[image: External link][50]
	Musical
	December 3, 2017*
	Open-ended



	Cort Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 48th St. (No. 138)
	1084
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	Indecent[image: External link][51]
	Play
	April 18, 2017
	Open-ended



	Ethel Barrymore Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 47th St. (No. 243)
	1096
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	Six Degrees of Separation[image: External link][52]
	Play
	April 25, 2017
	June 18, 2017



	Eugene O'Neill Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 49th St. (No. 230)
	1066
	Jujamcyn Theaters[image: External link]
	The Book of Mormon
	Musical
	March 24, 2011
	Open-ended



	Gerald Schoenfeld Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 45th St. (No. 236)
	1079
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	Come from Away[53]
	Musical
	March 12, 2017
	Open-ended



	Gershwin Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 51st St. (No. 222)
	1933
	Nederlander Organization[image: External link]
	Wicked[image: External link]
	Musical
	October 30, 2003
	Open-ended



	Helen Hayes Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 44th St. (No. 240)
	597
	Second Stage Theatre[image: External link]
	Lobby Hero[image: External link][54]
	Play
	March 2018*
	Limited Engagement



	Hudson Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 44th St. (No. 141)
	970
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	1984[image: External link][55]
	Play
	June 22, 2017*
	October 8, 2017



	Imperial Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 45th St. (No. 249)
	1443
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812[image: External link][56]
	Musical
	November 14, 2016
	Open-ended



	John Golden Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 45th St. (No. 252)
	805
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	A Doll's House, Part 2[image: External link][57]
	Play
	April 27, 2017
	January 8, 2018



	Longacre Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 48th St. (No. 220)
	1091
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	A Bronx Tale[image: External link][58]
	Musical
	December 1, 2016
	Open-ended



	Lunt-Fontanne Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 46th St. (No. 205)
	1519
	Nederlander Organization[image: External link]
	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link][59]
	Musical
	April 23, 2017
	Open-ended



	Lyceum Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 45th St. (No. 149)
	922
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	The Play That Goes Wrong[image: External link][60]
	Play
	April 2, 2017
	Open-ended



	Lyric Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 42nd St. (No. 213)
	1938
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	Harry Potter and the Cursed Child[image: External link][61]
	Play
	April 22, 2018*
	Open-ended



	Majestic Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 44th St. (No. 247)
	1645
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link]
	Musical
	January 26, 1988
	Open-ended



	Marquis Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 46th St & Broadway (No. 1535)
	1612
	Nederlander Organization[image: External link]
	On Your Feet![image: External link]
	Musical
	November 5, 2015
	August 20, 2017



	Minskoff Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 45th St. (No. 200)
	1710
	Nederlander Organization[image: External link]
	The Lion King[image: External link]
	Musical
	November 13, 1997
	Open-ended



	Music Box Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 45th St. (No. 239)
	1009
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	Dear Evan Hansen[62]
	Musical
	December 4, 2016
	Open-ended



	Nederlander Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 41st St. (No. 208)
	1235
	Nederlander Organization[image: External link]
	War Paint[image: External link][63]
	Musical
	April 6, 2017
	Open-ended



	Neil Simon Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 52nd St. (No. 250)
	1467
	Nederlander Organization[image: External link]
	Cats[image: External link][64]
	Musical
	July 31, 2016
	Open-ended



	New Amsterdam Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 42nd St. (No. 214)
	1747
	Disney Theatrical Group[image: External link]
	Aladdin[image: External link]
	Musical
	March 20, 2014
	Open-ended



	Palace Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 47th St. & Broadway (No. 1564)
	1743
	Nederlander Organization[image: External link]
	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link][65]
	Musical
	February 9, 2017
	June 25, 2017



	Richard Rodgers Theatre
	W. 46th St. (No. 226)
	1400
	Nederlander Organization[image: External link]
	Hamilton
	Musical
	August 6, 2015
	Open-ended



	St. James Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 44th St. (No. 246)
	1709
	Jujamcyn Theaters[image: External link]
	Present Laughter[image: External link][66]
	Play
	April 5, 2017
	July 2, 2017



	Samuel J. Friedman Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 47th St. (No. 261)
	650
	Manhattan Theatre Club[image: External link]
	The Little Foxes[image: External link][67]
	Play
	April 19, 2017
	July 2, 2017



	Shubert Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 44th St. (No. 225)
	1460
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	Hello, Dolly![image: External link][68]
	Musical
	April 20, 2017
	Open-ended



	Stephen Sondheim Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 43rd St. (No. 124)
	1055
	Roundabout Theatre Company[image: External link]
	Beautiful: The Carole King Musical[image: External link]
	Musical
	January 12, 2014
	Open-ended



	Studio 54[image: External link]
	W. 54th St. (No. 254)
	1006
	Roundabout Theatre Company[image: External link]
	Sweat[69]
	Play
	March 26, 2017
	Open-ended



	Vivian Beaumont Theater[image: External link]
	W. 65th St. (No. 150)
	1080
	Lincoln Center Theatre[image: External link]
	Oslo[image: External link][70]
	Play
	April 13, 2017
	July 16, 2017



	Walter Kerr Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 48th St. (No. 219)
	945
	Jujamcyn Theaters[image: External link]
	
	
	
	



	Winter Garden Theatre[image: External link]
	W. 50th St. & Broadway (No. 1634)
	1526
	Shubert Organization[image: External link]
	School of Rock[image: External link]
	Musical
	December 6, 2015
	Open-ended
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 Upcoming productions




The following have been announced as future Broadway productions. The theatre in which they will run may not yet be known, or, if known, may be currently occupied by another show.
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The Band's Visit[image: External link]: November 9, 2017 (Ethel Barrymore Theatre)[71]


	
Carousel[image: External link]: March 23, 2018 (Theatre to be announced)[72]


	
Escape to Margaritaville: March 15, 2018 (Marquis Theatre)[73]


	
Frozen[image: External link]: Spring 2018 (St. James Theatre)[74]


	
King Kong[image: External link]: Fall 2018 (Broadway Theatre)[75]


	
Mean Girls[image: External link]: March 2018 (Theatre to be announced)[76]


	
My Fair Lady[image: External link]: April 19, 2018 (Vivian Beaumont Theater)[77]


	
SpongeBob SquarePants[image: External link]: December 4, 2017 (Palace Theatre)[78]
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The Children: December 14, 2017 (Samuel J. Friedman Theatre)[79]


	
Farinelli and the King[image: External link]: December 17, 2017 (Belasco Theatre)[80]


	
Junk: October 12, 2017 (Vivian Beaumont Theater)[81]


	
M. Butterfly[image: External link]: October 26, 2017 (Theatre to be announced)[82]


	
The Minutes: March 8, 2018 (Theatre to be announced)[83]


	
Three Tall Women: March 29, 2018 (Theatre to be announced)[84]


	
Time and the Conways[image: External link]: October 10, 2017 (American Airlines Theatre)[85]


	
Straight White Men[image: External link]: July 2018 (Helen Hayes Theatre)[86]
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Prince of Broadway: August 24, 2017 (Samuel J. Friedman Theatre)[87]
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^ Although theater is the generally preferred spelling in the United States (see American and British English spelling differences[image: External link]), many Broadway venues, performers and trade groups for live dramatic presentations use the spelling theatre.






Citations



	
^ Pincus-Roth, Zachary. "Ask Playbill.com: Broadway or Off-Broadway—Part I"[image: External link] Playbill.com, February 7, 2008, accessed September 11, 2016


	
^ a b "2016-2017 Broadway End-of-Season Statistics"[image: External link] Broadway League, May 23, 2017


	
^ Martin Shefter[image: External link] (1993). Capital of the American Century: The National and International Influence of New York City[image: External link]. Russell Sage Foundation. p. 10.


	
^ a b Kenrick, John. "John Kenrick article on the history of NY theatre"[image: External link] Musicals101.com, accessed August 26, 2011 (Copyright 2003–2005)


	
^ "Bowery Theatre history, Internet Broadway Database listing"[image: External link] Internet Broadway Database, accessed August 26, 2011


	
^ Kenrick, John. "Musical Diversions", Theatre in NYC: History – Part II, c. 2005[image: External link] Musicals101.com, accessed August 26, 2011


	
^ Snyder, Robert W. The Encyclopedia of New York City (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1995), Kenneth T. Jackson, editor, p. 1226.


	
^ Hoffos, Signe and Moulder, Bob. "'Desperately Seeking Lydia' and 'Appreciating Lydia'"[image: External link] The Friends of Kensal Green Cemetery Magazine, Vol. 43, Autumn 2006, pp. 1–7


	
^ Gänzl, Kurt. "Lydia Thompson", Encyclopaedia of the Musical Theatre, Blackwell/Schirmer (1994), ISBN 0-631-16457-X[image: External link]


	
^ a b "Longest Running Plays in London and New York"[image: External link] dgillan.screaming.net (stagebeauty.net), copyright 2007, accessed August 26, 2011


	
^ a b Sheridan, Morley. Spread A Little Happiness:the First Hundred Years of the British Musical, New York: Thames and Hudson, 1987, ISBN 0-500-01398-5[image: External link], p.15


	
^ Kenrick, John. "Kenrick's summary of New York theatre from 1865–1900"[image: External link] Musicals101.com, accessed August 26, 2011


	
^ Midkoff, Neil. "Discovering Dorothy"[image: External link] home.earthlink.net, accessed August 26, 2011


	
^ Kenrick, John. "Kenrick's summary of the 20th century history of theatre in New York"[image: External link]. Musicals101.com, accessed August 26, 2011.


	
^ Atkinson, Brooks (April 2, 1941). "Lillian Hellman's 'Watch on the Rhine' Acted With Paul Lukas in the Leading Part"[image: External link]. New York Times. Retrieved October 18, 2012.


	
^ Kenrick, John. "History of The Musical Stage. 1950s I: When Broadway Ruled"[image: External link] musicals101.com, accessed December 2, 2012


	
^ Kenrick, John. "History of The Musical Stage.1960s II: Long Running Hits"[image: External link] musicals101.com, accessed December 2, 2012


	
^ Kenrick, John. "History of The Musical Stage. 1970s Part V: Change"[image: External link] musicals101.com, accessed December 2, 2012


	
^ Bloom, Ken. "Introduction"[image: External link] Broadway: Its History, People, and Places (2004) (books.google.com) Taylor & Francis, ISBN 0-415-93704-3[image: External link], p.xvi


	
^ "Shows Opening During The 1950–1951 Season"[image: External link] InternetBroadwayDatabase, accessed December 3, 2012


	
^ "Shows Opening During The 1969–1970 Season"[image: External link] InternetBroadwayDatabase, accessed December 3, 2012


	
^ "Broadway 1950–1970"[image: External link] mapsites.net, December 2, 2012


	
^ The name of the organization was "Save the Theatres, Inc., as noted in court papers. See Shubert Organization, Inc. v. Landmarks Preservation Commission of the City of New York and Save the Theatres, Inc.[image: External link], Supreme Court of New York, Appellate Division, First Department, May 16, 1991, accessed March 10, 2013


	
^ "Proposal to Save Morosco and Helen Hayes Theaters"[image: External link], LHP Architects, accessed March 10, 2013


	
^ a b c Helen Epstein (1996-03-01). Joe Papp: An American Life[image: External link]. ISBN  0-306-80676-2[image: External link]. Retrieved February 22, 2013.


	
^ "City Panel Near Vote On Save-The-Theaters Proposals"[image: External link]. New York City: NYTimes.com. April 15, 1984. Retrieved February 22, 2013.


	
^ Corwin, Betty "Theatre on film and tape archive"[image: External link], International Association of Libraries and Museums of the Performing Arts, accessed May 10, 2013


	
^ a b "Bill Summary & Status – 97th Congress (1981–1982) – H.R.6885"[image: External link]. Thomas.loc.gov. Retrieved February 22, 2013.


	
^ Lynne B. Sagalyn (2003). Times Square Roulette: Remaking the City Icon[image: External link]. MIT Press. ISBN  978-0-262-69295-3[image: External link]. Retrieved February 26, 2013.


	
^ a b Peter Bosselmann (August 28, 1985). Representation of Places – Imprimé: Reality and Realism in City Design[image: External link]. ISBN  978-0-520-91826-9[image: External link]. Retrieved February 26, 2013.


	
^ a b Blank, Matthew. "Weekly Schedule of Current Broadway Shows"[image: External link] Playbill.com, August 21, 2011


	
^ Simonson, Robert. "When Did Broadway Shows Start Offering Sunday Performances?"[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] October 29, 2013, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]. Playbill.com, April 1, 2011


	
^ Healy, Patrick. "Time Is Short to See Tony Winners"[image: External link]. The New York Times, June 14, 2010


	
^ Shenton, Mark. "Rewarded today, gone tomorrow…"[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] June 26, 2010, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].. The Stage, June 17, 2010


	
^ "Local 802 Agreement"[image: External link]. local802afm.org. p. 10. Retrieved August 10, 2013.


	
^ Playbill Staff. "Long Runs on Broadway"[image: External link] Playbill.com, November 20, 2011


	
^ https://www.tdf.org/nyc/7/TKTS[image: External link]


	
^ Blank, Matthew. "Broadway Rush and Standing Room Only Policies"[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] May 10, 2008, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].. Playbill.com, March 1, 2011


	
^ Hetrick, Adam. Broadway League Announces 2012–13 Demographics; Young Theatregoers and International Tourists on the Rise"[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] January 9, 2014, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]. playbill.com, January 9, 2014


	
^ "Society of London Theatre Annual Report, 2009, p.4"[image: External link] solt.co.uk, retrieved January 4, 2011


	
^ "Tony Awards History"[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] May 7, 2010, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]. tonyawards.com, accessed February 25, 2011


	
^ McKinley, Jesse. "Tony Awards Finish Up With a Fuzzy Surprise; Puppet Musical Wins Big, as Does 'My Own Wife'"[image: External link] The New York Times, June 7, 2004


	
^ "Venues at the Internet Broadway Database[image: External link] InternetBroadwayDatabase.com, accessed August 26, 2011


	
^ Clement, Olivia. "Roundabout Announces Broadway Premiere of Marvin's Room "[image: External link] Playbill.com, September 6, 2016


	
^ Viagas, Robert. "Groundhog Day Will Follow Jersey Boys into Broadway's August Wilson"[image: External link] Playbill.com, September 13, 2016


	
^ Clement, Olivia. "Michael Moore Teams Up with Michael Mayer for Broadway Debut"[image: External link] Playbill.com, May 1, 2017


	
^ Lloyd Webber, Imogen. "Bandstand, Starring Laura Osnes & Corey Cott, Sets Broadway Theater & Preview Dates"[image: External link] Broadway.com, November 4, 2016


	
^ Lloyd Webber, Imogen (2016-06-28). "Anastasia, Starring Christy Altomare, Derek Klena & More, Sets Broadway Dates & Theater"[image: External link]. Broadway.com. Retrieved 2016-06-28.


	
^ Viagas, Robert. "The Heat Is On! Miss Saigon Broadway Revival Books Dates and a Theatre"[image: External link] Playbill.com, August 4, 2016


	
^ McPhee, Ryan. "Broadway Revival of Once on This Island Sets Theatre; Tickets on Sale Now"[image: External link] Playbill.com, May 11, 2017


	
^ Viagas, Robert. "Paula Vogel's Indecent Books a Broadway Theatre"[image: External link] Playbill.com, October 31, 2016


	
^ Gans, Andrew. "Broadway Revival of Six Degrees of Separation Casts Its Paul"[image: External link] Playbill.com, November 3, 2016


	
^ Viagas, Robert. "Broadway Musical Come From Away Begins in Toronto"[image: External link] Playbill.com, September 15, 2016


	
^ McPhee, Ryan. "Chris Evans Will Make Broadway Debut Alongside Michael Cera in Lobby Hero "[image: External link] Playbill.com, April 20, 2017


	
^ Sullivan, Lindsey. "Big Brother Is Watching! Stage Version of George Orwell's 1984 Heading to Broadway"[image: External link] Broadway.com, February 2, 2017


	
^ Viagas, Robert & Gans, Andrew. "Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812 Announces Full Broadway Cast and Dates"[image: External link] Playbill.com, March 29, 2016


	
^ Gans, Andrew. "Laurie Metcalf and Chris Cooper Will Star in Broadway's A Doll's House, Part 2 "[image: External link] Playbill.com, October 7, 2016


	
^ Gans, Andrew & Hetrick, Adam. "Previews Begin for Broadway's A Bronx Tale Musical"[image: External link] Playbill.com, June 13, 2016


	
^ Gans, Andrew. "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Sets Broadway Dates; See New Videos"[image: External link] Playbill.com, August 8, 2016


	
^ Viagas, Robert. "The Olivier-Winning The Play That Goes Wrong Sets Broadway Date"[image: External link] Playbill.com, November 14, 2016


	
^ McPhee, Ryan. "Harry Potter and the Cursed Child Confirms Broadway Opening Night Date and Theatre"[image: External link] Playbill.com, May 4, 2016


	
^ Staff, Broadway.com. "Broadway-Bound Dear Evan Hansen Switches Venue, Will Now Open at Music Box Theatre"[image: External link] Broadway.com, September 12, 2016


	
^ Gans, Andrew. "Tix On Sale to General Public for Patti LuPone-Christine Ebersole War Paint "[image: External link] Playbill.com, November 27, 2016


	
^ Viagas, Robert. "Now, Forever...and Again! Cats Revival Sets Broadway Dates"[image: External link] Playbill.com, January 21, 2016


	
^ "Glenn Close Comes Home at Last! Tony Winner Will Headline Sunset Boulevard Revival on Broadway"[image: External link]. Broadway.com. Retrieved 2016-10-25.


	
^ Viagas, Robert. "Kevin Kline Returning to Broadway in Present Laughter "[image: External link] Playbill.com, September 27, 2016


	
^ Webber Lloyd, Imogen. "Laura Linney & Cynthia Nixon Will Alternate Roles in Lillian Hellman's The Little Foxes on Broadway"[image: External link] Broadway.com, June 7, 2016


	
^ Gans, Andrew. "David Hyde Pierce Will Join Bette Midler in Hello, Dolly! "[image: External link] Playbill.com, May 17, 2016


	
^ Clement, Olivia. "Lynn Nottage to Make Broadway Debut with Transfer of Sweat "[image: External link] Playbill.com, December 5, 2016


	
^ Lloyd Webber, Imogen. "Oslo, Starring Tony Winners Jennifer Ehle & Jefferson Mays, to Transfer to Broadway"[image: External link] Broadway.com, July 27, 2016


	
^ Clement, Olivia. "The Band’s Visit to Arrive on Broadway in the Fall"[image: External link] Playbill.com, May 24, 2017


	
^ Paulson, Michael (2017-04-16). "A ‘Carousel’ Revival Promises Stars, Onstage and Off"[image: External link]. The New York Times. ISSN  0362-4331[image: External link]. Retrieved 2017-04-17.


	
^ Gans, Andrew. "Jimmy Buffett's Escape to Margaritaville Musical Sets Broadway Theatre and Dates"[image: External link] Playbill.com, June 5, 2017


	
^ Hetrick, Adam. "Disney's Frozen Names Tony-Winning Director and a Broadway Theatre"[image: External link] Playbill.com, September 27, 2016


	
^ Hetrick, Adam. "King Kong Musical Will Conquer Broadway in 2018; Harry Potter Scribe Joins Creative Team"[image: External link] Playbill.com, May 17, 2017


	
^ "The Plastics Are Coming! Mean Girls Musical Will Begin Broadway Performances Next March"[image: External link] BroadwayWorld.com, March 10, 2017


	
^ McPhee, Ryan. "My Fair Lady Will Return to Broadway in 2018"[image: External link] Playbill.com, March 6, 2017


	
^ Hetrick, Adam. "SpongeBob SquarePants Musical Will Hit Broadway This Fall"[image: External link] Playbill.com, June 5, 2017


	
^ Clement, Olivia. "MTC Announces New Broadway and Off-Broadway Shows"[image: External link] Playbill.com, March 22, 2017


	
^ Hetrick, Adam. "Mark Rylance Will Return to Broadway in Farinelli and the King "[image: External link] Playbill.com, May 8, 2017


	
^ Gans, Andrew. "Pulitzer Prize Winner Ayad Akhtar's Junk Will Bow on Broadway This Fall"[image: External link] Playbill.com, February 6, 2017


	
^ "Breaking News: Clive Owen Will Return to Broadway in Julie Taymor's M. BUTTERFLY Revival"[image: External link]. BroadwayWorld.com. 2017-01-30. Retrieved 2017-01-30.


	
^ Hetrick, Adam. "Tracy Letts' The Minutes Will Transfer to Broadway"[image: External link] Playbill.com, February 16, 2017


	
^ Lefkowitz, Andy (2017-05-17). "Laurie Metcalf & Glenda Jackson to Lead First Broadway Production of Three Tall Women"[image: External link]. Broadway.com. Retrieved 2017-05-19.


	
^ Clement, Olivia (2017-05-10). "Downton Abbey’s Elizabeth McGovern Will Lead Broadway Revival of Time and the Conways | Playbill"[image: External link]. Playbill. Retrieved 2017-05-10.


	
^ McPhee, Ryan. "Chris Evans Will Make Broadway Debut Alongside Michael Cera in Lobby Hero "[image: External link] Playbill.com, April 20, 2017


	
^ Clement, Olivia. "Prince of Broadway Will Open on Broadway This Summer"[image: External link] Playbill.com, December 7, 2016






Further reading












	Ackerman, Alan. "Liberalism, Democracy, and the Twentieth-Century American Theater," American Literary History (2005) 17#4 pp. 765–780.

	Bordman, Gerald. American Musical Comedy (Oxford University Press, 1982)

	Bordman, Gerald. American Operetta (Oxford University Press, 1981)

	Knapp, Raymond. The American Musical and the Formation of National Identity (Princeton University Press, 2005)

	Middeke, Martin, et al. The Methuen Drama Guide to Contemporary American Playwrights (2013)

	Mordden, Ethan. Anything Goes: A History of American Musical Theatre (2013)

	Roudane, Matthew Charles. American Drama Since 1960: A Critical History (1996)

	Shiach, Don. American Drama 1900–1990 (2000)

	Stempel, Larry. Showtime: A History of the Broadway Musical Theater (WW Norton, 2010) 826 pp.

	Weales, Gerald Clifford. American drama since World War II (1962)

	White, Timothy R. Blue-Collar Broadway: The Craft and Industry of American Theater (2014)

	Wolf, Stacy. Changed for Good: A Feminist History of the Broadway Musical (2010)






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	The Internet Broadway Database[image: External link]

	The Houses of Broadway[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	Broadway theatre[image: External link]

	Musical theatre[image: External link]

	Theater District, Manhattan[image: External link]

	Theatre in the United States[image: External link]

	Broadway (Manhattan)[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 13 June 2017, at 17:14.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Broadway Theatre: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadway_theatre [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Broadway_theatre [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Geography

	3 Demographics

	4 Economy

	5 Culture and contemporary life

	6 Sports

	7 Parks and greenspace

	8 Law and government

	9 Education

	10 Media

	11 Infrastructure

	12 Notable people

	13 Sister cities

	14 See also

	15 Notes and references

	16 Bibliography

	17 External links





Chicago






This article is about the city in Illinois. For other uses, see Chicago (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Chicago ( i[image: External link]/S'ka:goU /[image: External link] or /S'ko:goU /[image: External link]), officially the City of Chicago, is the third-most populous city[image: External link] in the United States. With over 2.7 million residents, it is also the most populous city in both the state[image: External link] of Illinois[image: External link] and the Midwestern United States[image: External link]. It is the county seat[image: External link] of Cook County[image: External link]. The Chicago metropolitan area[image: External link], often referred to as Chicagoland, has nearly 10 million people and is the third-largest in the U.S. Chicago has been called a global architecture capital.[5][6] In terms of wealth and economy, Chicago is considered one of the most important business centers in the world.[7]

Chicago was incorporated as a city in 1837, near a portage[image: External link] between the Great Lakes[image: External link] and the Mississippi River watershed[image: External link], and grew rapidly in the mid-nineteenth century.[8] Positioned along Lake Michigan[image: External link], the city is an international hub for finance, commerce, industry, technology, telecommunications, and transportation: O'Hare International Airport[image: External link] is the second-busiest airport in the world when measured by aircraft traffic[image: External link]; the region also has the largest number of U.S. highways and rail road freight.[9] In 2012, Chicago was listed as an alpha global city by the Globalization and World Cities Research Network[image: External link],[10] and ranked seventh in the world in the 2016 Global Cities Index[image: External link].[11] Chicago has the third-largest gross metropolitan product[image: External link] in the United States—about $640 billion according to 2015 estimates.[12] The city has one of the world's largest and most diversified economies with no single industry employing more than 14% of the workforce.[13]

In 2016, Chicago hosted over 54 million domestic and international visitors, a new record making it one of the top visited cities in the nation[image: External link].[14][15] Landmarks in the city include Millennium Park[image: External link], Navy Pier[image: External link], the Magnificent Mile[image: External link], Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link], Museum Campus[image: External link], the Willis (Sears) Tower[image: External link], Museum of Science and Industry[image: External link], and Lincoln Park Zoo[image: External link]. Chicago's culture[image: External link] includes the visual arts, novels, film, theater, especially improvisational comedy[image: External link], and music, particularly jazz[image: External link], blues[image: External link], soul[image: External link], hip hop[image: External link], gospel[image: External link][16] and house music[image: External link]. There are many colleges and universities in the Chicago area; among these, Northwestern University, University of Chicago[image: External link], and the University of Illinois at Chicago[image: External link] are classified[image: External link] as "highest research" doctoral universities.[17] Additionally, Chicago has professional sports teams in each of the major professional leagues[image: External link]. The city has many nicknames, the best-known being the Windy City[image: External link].[18]
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Further information: History of Chicago[image: External link] and Origin of Chicago's "Windy City" nickname[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Chicago history[image: External link]
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The name "Chicago" is derived from a French rendering of the Native American word shikaakwa, known to botanists as Allium tricoccum[image: External link], from the Miami-Illinois language[image: External link]. The first known reference to the site of the current city of Chicago as "Checagou" was by Robert de LaSalle[image: External link] around 1679 in a memoir.[19] Henri Joutel[image: External link], in his journal of 1688, noted that the wild garlic, called "chicagoua", grew abundantly in the area.[20] According to his diary of late September 1687:


when we arrived at the said place called Chicagou which, according to what we were able to learn of it, has taken this name because of the quantity of garlic which grows in the forests in this region.[20]



In the mid-18th century, the area was inhabited by a Native American tribe known as the Potawatomi[image: External link], who had taken the place of the Miami[image: External link] and Sauk and Fox[image: External link] peoples.[21] The first known non-indigenous permanent settler in Chicago was Jean Baptiste Point du Sable[image: External link]. Du Sable was of African and French descent and arrived in the 1780s.[22][23][24] He is commonly known as the "Founder of Chicago".

In 1795, following the Northwest Indian War[image: External link], an area that was to be part of Chicago was turned over to the United States for a military post by native tribes in accordance with the Treaty of Greenville[image: External link]. In 1803, the United States Army[image: External link] built Fort Dearborn[image: External link], which was destroyed in 1812 in the Battle of Fort Dearborn[image: External link] and later rebuilt.[25] The Ottawa[image: External link], Ojibwe[image: External link], and Potawatomi tribes had ceded additional land to the United States in the 1816 Treaty of St. Louis[image: External link]. The Potawatomi were forcibly removed from their land after the Treaty of Chicago[image: External link] in 1833.[26][27][28]
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On August 12, 1833, the Town of Chicago was organized with a population of about 200.[28] Within seven years it grew to more than 4,000 people. On June 15, 1835, the first public land sales began with Edmund Dick Taylor[image: External link] as U.S. Receiver of Public Monies. The City of Chicago was incorporated on Saturday, March 4, 1837 and for several decades was the world's fastest growing city.[29]

As the site of the Chicago Portage[image: External link],[30] the city became an important transportation hub between the eastern and western United States. Chicago's first railway, Galena and Chicago Union Railroad[image: External link], and the Illinois and Michigan Canal[image: External link] opened in 1848. The canal allowed steamboats[image: External link] and sailing ships[image: External link] on the Great Lakes[image: External link] to connect to the Mississippi River[image: External link].[31][32][33][34]

A flourishing economy brought residents from rural communities and immigrants[image: External link] from abroad. Manufacturing and retail and finance sectors became dominant, influencing the American economy.[35] The Chicago Board of Trade[image: External link] (established 1848) listed the first ever standardized 'exchange traded' forward contracts, which were called futures contracts[image: External link].[36]

In the 1850s, Chicago gained national political prominence as the home of Senator Stephen Douglas[image: External link], the champion of the Kansas–Nebraska Act[image: External link] and the "popular sovereignty" approach to the issue of the spread of slavery.[37] These issues also helped propel another Illinoisan, Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], to the national stage. Lincoln was nominated in Chicago for US President at the 1860 Republican National Convention[image: External link]. He defeated Douglas in the general election, and this set the stage for the American Civil War[image: External link].

To accommodate rapid population growth[image: External link] and demand for better sanitation, the city improved its infrastructure. In February 1856, Chicago's Common Council approved Chesbrough[image: External link]'s plan to build the United States' first comprehensive sewerage system.[38] The project raised much of central Chicago[image: External link] to a new grade. While elevating Chicago, and at first improving the city's health, the untreated sewage and industrial waste now flowed into the Chicago River[image: External link], then into Lake Michigan[image: External link], polluting the city's primary freshwater source.

The city responded by tunneling two miles (3 km) out into Lake Michigan to newly-built water cribs[image: External link]. In 1900, the problem of sewage contamination was largely resolved when the city completed a major engineering feat. It reversed the flow of the Chicago River so the water flowed away from Lake Michigan rather than into it. This project began with the construction and improvement of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, and was completed with the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal[image: External link] that connects to the Illinois River[image: External link], which flows into the Mississippi River[image: External link].[39][40][41]

In 1871, the Great Chicago Fire[image: External link] destroyed an area of about 4 miles long and 1 mile wide, a large section of the city at the time.[42][43][44] Much of the city, including railroads and stockyards[image: External link], survived intact,[45] and from the ruins of the previous wooden structures arose more modern constructions of steel and stone. These set a precedent for worldwide construction.[46][47] During its rebuilding period, Chicago constructed the world's first skyscraper[image: External link] in 1885, using steel-skeleton[image: External link] construction.[48][49]

The city grew significantly in size and population by incorporating many neighboring townships between 1851 and 1920, with the largest annexation happening in 1889, with five townships joining the city, including the Hyde Park Township[image: External link], which now comprises most of the South Side of Chicago[image: External link] and the far southeast of Chicago, and the Jefferson Township[image: External link], which now makes up most of Chicago's Northwest Side[image: External link].[50] The desire to join the city was driven by municipal services the city could provide its residents.

Chicago's flourishing economy attracted huge numbers of new immigrants from Europe[image: External link] and migrants from the Eastern United States[image: External link]. Of the total population in 1900, more than 77% were either foreign-born or born in the United States of foreign parentage. Germans[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], Poles[image: External link], Swedes[image: External link] and Czechs[image: External link] made up nearly two-thirds of the foreign-born population (by 1900, whites were 98.1% of the city's population).[51][52]

Labor conflicts[image: External link] followed the industrial boom and the rapid expansion of the labor pool, including the Haymarket affair[image: External link] on May 4, 1886. Concern for social problems among Chicago's immigrant poor led Jane Addams[image: External link] and Ellen Gates Starr[image: External link] to found Hull House[image: External link] in 1889.[53] Programs developed there became a model for the new field of social work[image: External link].[54]

During the 1870s and 1880s, Chicago attained national stature as the leader in the movement to improve public health. City, and later state laws, that upgraded standards for the medical profession and fought urban epidemics of cholera[image: External link], smallpox[image: External link], and yellow fever[image: External link] were both passed and enforced. These laws became templates for public health reform in other cities and states.[55]

The city established many large, well-landscaped municipal parks[image: External link], which also included public sanitation facilities. The chief advocate for improving public health in Chicago was Dr. John H. Rauch, M.D.[image: External link]. Rauch established a plan for Chicago's park system in 1866. He created Lincoln Park by closing a cemetery filled with shallow graves, and in 1867, in response to an outbreak of cholera he helped establish a new Chicago Board of Health. Ten years later, he became the secretary and then the president of the first Illinois State Board of Health, which carried out most of its activities in Chicago.[56]

In the 19th century, Chicago became the nation's railroad center, and by 1910 over 20 railroads operated passenger service out of six different downtown terminals.[57][58] In 1883, Chicago's railway managers needed a general time convention, so they developed the standardized system of North American time zones[image: External link].[59] This system for telling time spread throughout the continent.

In 1893, Chicago hosted the World's Columbian Exposition[image: External link] on former marshland at the present location of Jackson Park[image: External link]. The Exposition drew 27.5 million visitors, and is considered the most influential world's fair[image: External link] in history.[60][61] The University of Chicago[image: External link], formerly at another location, moved to the same South Side location in 1892. The term "midway" for a fair or carnival referred originally to the Midway Plaisance[image: External link], a strip of park land that still runs through the University of Chicago campus and connects the Washington[image: External link] and Jackson Parks.[62][63]
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During World War I and the 1920s there was a major expansion in industry. The availability of jobs attracted African-Americans from the Southern United States[image: External link]. Between 1910 and 1930, the African-American population of Chicago increased dramatically, from 44,103 to 233,903.[64] This Great Migration[image: External link] had an immense cultural impact, called the Chicago Black Renaissance[image: External link], part of the New Negro Movement[image: External link], in art, literature, and music.[65] Continuing racial tensions and violence, such as the Chicago Race Riot of 1919[image: External link], also occurred.[66]

The ratification of the 18th amendment to the Constitution in 1919 made the production and sale (including exportation) of alcoholic beverages illegal in the United States. This ushered in the beginning of what is known as the Gangster Era, a time that roughly spans from 1919 until 1933 when Prohibition[image: External link] was repealed. The 1920s saw gangsters[image: External link], including Al Capone[image: External link], Dion O'Banion[image: External link], Bugs Moran[image: External link] and Tony Accardo[image: External link] battle law enforcement and each other on the streets of Chicago during the Prohibition era[image: External link].[67] Chicago was the location of the infamous St. Valentine's Day Massacre[image: External link] in 1929, when Al Capone sent men to gun down members of his rival gang, North Side, led by Bugs Moran.[68]

In 1924, Chicago was the first American city to have a homosexual-rights organization, the Society for Human Rights[image: External link]. This organization produced the first American publication for homosexuals, Friendship and Freedom[image: External link]. Police and political pressure caused the organization to disband.[69]

In 1933, Chicago Mayor Anton Cermak[image: External link] was fatally wounded in Miami, Florida[image: External link] during a failed assassination[image: External link] attempt on President-elect Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]. In 1933 and 1934, the city celebrated its centennial by hosting the Century of Progress[image: External link] International Exposition Worlds Fair[image: External link].[70] The theme of the fair was technological innovation over the century since Chicago's founding.[71]

In March 1937, there was a violent strike by about 3,500 drivers for Checker and Yellow Cab Companies which included rioting that went on for weeks. The cab companies hired strike breakers[image: External link], and the cab drivers union hired "sluggers" who raged through the downtown Chicago area looking for cabs and drivers not participating in the strike.[72]
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On December 2, 1942, physicist Enrico Fermi[image: External link] conducted the world's first controlled nuclear reaction[image: External link] at the University of Chicago[image: External link] as part of the top-secret Manhattan Project[image: External link]. This led to the creation of the atomic bomb by the United States, which it used in World War II[image: External link] in 1945.[73]

Mayor Richard J. Daley[image: External link], a Democrat[image: External link], was elected in 1955, in the era of machine politics[image: External link].

By the early 1960s, white residents in several neighborhoods left the city for the suburban areas – in many Northern American cities, a process known as white flight[image: External link] – as African Americans continued to move beyond the Black Belt[image: External link]. While home loan discriminatory redlining[image: External link] against blacks continued, the real estate industry practiced what became known as blockbusting[image: External link], completely changing the racial composition of whole neighborhoods.[74] Structural changes in industry, such as globalization and job outsourcing, caused heavy job losses for lower skilled workers. In 1966, Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link] and Albert Raby[image: External link] led the Chicago Freedom Movement[image: External link], which culminated in agreements between Mayor Richard J. Daley and the movement leaders.[75]

Two years later, the city hosted the tumultuous 1968 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], which featured physical confrontations both inside and outside the convention hall, with anti-war protesters, journalists and bystanders being beaten by police.[76] Major construction projects, including the Sears Tower (now known as the Willis Tower[image: External link], which in 1974 became the world's tallest building[image: External link]), University of Illinois at Chicago[image: External link], McCormick Place[image: External link], and O'Hare International Airport[image: External link], were undertaken during Richard J. Daley's tenure.[77] In 1979, Jane Byrne[image: External link], the city's first female mayor, was elected. She helped reduce crime in the Cabrini-Green[image: External link] housing project and led Chicago's school system out of a financial crisis.[78]
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In 1983, Harold Washington[image: External link] became the first black mayor of the city of Chicago. Washington's first term in office directed attention to poor and previously neglected minority neighborhoods. He was re‑elected in 1987 but died of a heart attack soon after.[79] Washington was succeeded by 6th ward Alderman[image: External link] Eugene Sawyer[image: External link], who was elected by the Chicago City Council and served until a special election.

Richard M. Daley[image: External link], son of Richard J. Daley, was elected in 1989. His accomplishments included improvements to parks and creating incentives for sustainable development[image: External link], as well as closing Miegs Field in the middle of the night and destroying the runways. After successfully standing for re-election five times, and becoming Chicago's longest serving mayor, Richard M. Daley declined to run for a seventh term.[80][81]

On February 23, 2011, former Illinois Congressman and White House Chief of Staff, Rahm Emanuel[image: External link], won the mayoral election, after defeating challenges that he was not a Chicago resident and beating five rivals with 55 percent of the vote,[82] and was sworn in as Mayor on May 16, 2011.
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Main article: Geography of Chicago[image: External link]
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Chicago is located in northeastern Illinois on the southwestern shores of Lake Michigan[image: External link]. It is the principal city in the Chicago Metropolitan Area[image: External link], situated in the Midwestern United States[image: External link] and the Great Lakes region[image: External link]. Chicago rests on a continental divide[image: External link] at the site of the Chicago Portage[image: External link], connecting the Mississippi River[image: External link] and the Great Lakes[image: External link] watersheds[image: External link]. The city lies beside huge freshwater Lake Michigan, and two rivers—the Chicago River[image: External link] in downtown and the Calumet River[image: External link] in the industrial far South Side—flow entirely or partially through Chicago.[83][84] Chicago's history and economy are closely tied to its proximity to Lake Michigan. While the Chicago River historically handled much of the region's waterborne cargo, today's huge lake freighters[image: External link] use the city's Lake Calumet Harbor[image: External link] on the South Side. The lake also provides another positive effect, moderating Chicago's climate; making waterfront neighborhoods slightly warmer in winter and cooler in summer.[85]

When Chicago was founded in 1833, most of the early building was around the mouth of the Chicago River, as can be seen on a map of the city's original 58 blocks.[86] The overall grade[image: External link] of the city's central, built-up areas, is relatively consistent with the natural flatness of its overall natural geography, generally exhibiting only slight differentiation otherwise. The average land elevation is 579 ft (176.5 m) above sea level[image: External link]. The lowest points are along the lake shore at 578 ft (176.2 m), while the highest point, at 672 ft (205 m), is the morainal ridge of Blue Island[image: External link] in the city's far south side.[87]

The Chicago Loop[image: External link] is the central business district, but Chicago is also a city of neighborhoods[image: External link]. Lake Shore Drive[image: External link] runs adjacent to a large portion of Chicago's lakefront. Some of the parks along the waterfront include Lincoln Park[image: External link], Grant Park[image: External link], Burnham Park[image: External link] and Jackson Park[image: External link]. There are twenty-four public beaches[image: External link] across 26 miles (42 km) of the waterfront.[88] Landfill extends into portions of the lake providing space for Navy Pier[image: External link], Northerly Island[image: External link], the Museum Campus[image: External link], and large portions of the McCormick Place[image: External link] Convention Center. Most of the city's high-rise commercial and residential buildings are close to the waterfront.

An informal name for the entire Chicago metropolitan area[image: External link] is "Chicagoland". There is no precise definition for the term "Chicagoland", but it generally means the entire conurbation. The Chicago Tribune[image: External link], which coined the term, includes the city of Chicago, the rest of Cook County[image: External link], eight nearby Illinois counties: Lake[image: External link], McHenry[image: External link], DuPage[image: External link], Kane[image: External link], Kendall[image: External link], Grundy[image: External link], Will[image: External link] and Kankakee[image: External link], and three counties in Indiana[image: External link]: Lake[image: External link], Porter[image: External link] and LaPorte[image: External link].[89] The Illinois Department of Tourism defines Chicagoland as Cook County without the city of Chicago, and only Lake, DuPage, Kane and Will counties.[90] The Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce[image: External link] defines it as all of Cook and DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry and Will counties.[91]
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See also: Community areas in Chicago[image: External link] and Neighborhoods in Chicago[image: External link]


Major sections of the city include the central business district, called The Loop[image: External link], and the North, the South[image: External link], and West Sides[image: External link].[92] The three sides of the city are represented on the Flag of Chicago[image: External link] by three horizontal white stripes.[93] The North Side is the most densely populated residential section of the city, and many high-rises are located on this side of the city along the lakefront.[94] The South Side is the largest section of the city, encompassing roughly 60% of the city's land area. The South Side contains the University of Chicago[image: External link] and most of the facilities of the Port of Chicago[image: External link].[95]

In the late 1920s, sociologists at the University of Chicago subdivided the city into 77 distinct community areas[image: External link], which can further be subdivided into over 200 informally defined neighborhoods[image: External link].[96][97]
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Main article: Roads and expressways in Chicago[image: External link]


Chicago's streets were laid out in a street grid[image: External link] that grew from the city's original townsite plat, which was bounded by Lake Michigan on the east, North Avenue on the north, Wood Street on the west, and 22nd Street on the south.[98] Streets following the Public Land Survey System[image: External link] section lines later became arterial streets in outlying sections. As new additions to the city were platted, city ordinance required them to be laid out with eight streets to the mile in one direction and sixteen in the other direction (about one street per 201 meters by two in the other direction). The grid's regularity provided an efficient means of developing new real estate property. A scattering of diagonal streets, many of them originally Native American trails, also cross the city (Elston, Milwaukee, Ogden, Lincoln, etc.). Many additional diagonal streets were recommended in the Plan of Chicago[image: External link], but only the extension of Ogden Avenue[image: External link] was ever constructed.[99]

In 2016, Chicago was ranked the sixth-most walkable large city in the United States.[100] Many of the city's residential streets have a wide patch of grass and/or trees between the street and the sidewalk itself. This helps to keep pedestrians on the sidewalk further away from the street traffic. Chicago's Western Avenue[image: External link] is the longest continuous urban street in the world.[101] Other famous streets include Michigan Avenue[image: External link], State Street[image: External link], Clark Street[image: External link], and Belmont Avenue[image: External link]. The City Beautiful movement[image: External link] inspired Chicago's boulevards and parkways.
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Further information: Architecture of Chicago[image: External link], List of tallest buildings in Chicago[image: External link], and List of Chicago Landmarks[image: External link]


The destruction caused by the Great Chicago Fire led to the largest building boom in the history of the nation. In 1885, the first steel-framed high-rise building[image: External link], the Home Insurance Building[image: External link], rose in the city as Chicago ushered in the skyscraper era[image: External link],[49] which would then be followed by many other cities around the world.[102] Today, Chicago's skyline is among the world's tallest and most dense.[103]

Some of the United States' tallest towers are located in Chicago; Willis Tower[image: External link] (formerly Sears Tower) is the second tallest building in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] after One World Trade Center[image: External link], and Trump International Hotel and Tower[image: External link] is the third tallest in the country.[104] The Loop's historic buildings include the Chicago Board of Trade Building[image: External link], the Fine Arts Building[image: External link], 35 East Wacker[image: External link], and the Chicago Building[image: External link], 860-880 Lake Shore Drive Apartments[image: External link] by Mies van der Rohe[image: External link]. Many other architects have left their impression on the Chicago skyline such as Daniel Burnham, Louis Sullivan, Charles B. Atwood, John Root, and Helmut Jahn.[105][106]

The Merchandise Mart[image: External link], once first on the list of largest buildings in the world[image: External link], currently listed as 44th-largest (as of September 9, 2013), had its own zip code[image: External link] until 2008, and stands near the junction of the North and South branches of the Chicago River.[107] Presently, the four tallest buildings in the city are Willis Tower[image: External link] (formerly the Sears Tower, also a building with its own zip code), Trump International Hotel and Tower[image: External link], the Aon Center[image: External link] (previously the Standard Oil Building), and the John Hancock Center[image: External link]. Industrial districts[image: External link], such as some areas on the South Side[image: External link], the areas along the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal[image: External link], and the Northwest Indiana[image: External link] area are clustered.[108]

Chicago gave its name to the Chicago School[image: External link] and was home to the Prairie School[image: External link], two movements in architecture.[109] Multiple kinds and scales of houses, townhouses, condominiums, and apartment buildings can be found throughout Chicago. Large swaths of the city's residential areas away from the lake are characterized by brick bungalows[image: External link] built from the early 20th century through the end of World War II. Chicago is also a prominent center of the Polish Cathedral style[image: External link] of church architecture[image: External link]. The Chicago suburb of Oak Park[image: External link] was home to famous architect Frank Lloyd Wright[image: External link], who had designed The Robie House[image: External link] located near the University of Chicago[image: External link].[110][111]
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Chicago is famous for its outdoor public art[image: External link] with donors establishing funding for such art as far back as Benjamin Ferguson's[image: External link] 1905 trust.[112] A number of Chicago's public art works are by modern figurative artists. Among these are Chagall's Four Seasons[image: External link]; the Chicago Picasso[image: External link]; Miro's Chicago[image: External link]; Calder's[image: External link] Flamingo[image: External link]; Oldenburg's[image: External link] Batcolumn[image: External link]; Moore's[image: External link] Large Interior Form, 1953-54[image: External link], Man Enters the Cosmos[image: External link] and Nuclear Energy[image: External link]; Dubuffet's[image: External link] Monument with Standing Beast[image: External link], Abakanowicz's[image: External link] Agora[image: External link]; and, Anish Kapoor[image: External link]'s Cloud Gate[image: External link] which has become an icon of the city. Some events which shaped the city's history have also been memorialized by art works, including the Great Northern Migration[image: External link] ( Saar[image: External link]) and the centennial of statehood for Illinois[image: External link]. Finally, two fountains near the Loop also function as monumental works of art: Plensa's[image: External link] Crown Fountain[image: External link] as well as Burnham[image: External link] and Bennett's Buckingham Fountain[image: External link].

More representational and portrait statuary includes a number of works by Lorado Taft[image: External link] (Fountain of Time[image: External link], The Crusader[image: External link], Eternal Silence[image: External link], and the Heald Square Monument[image: External link] completed by Crunelle[image: External link]), French's[image: External link] Statue of the Republic[image: External link], Edward Kemys's Lions[image: External link], Saint-Gaudens's[image: External link] Abraham Lincoln: The Man[image: External link] (a.k.a. Standing Lincoln) and Abraham Lincoln: The Head of State[image: External link] (a.k.a. Seated Lincoln), Brioschi's Christopher Columbus[image: External link], Meštrović's[image: External link] The Bowman and The Spearman[image: External link], Dallin's[image: External link] Signal of Peace[image: External link], Fairbanks's[image: External link] The Chicago Lincoln[image: External link], Boyle's[image: External link] The Alarm[image: External link], Polasek's[image: External link] memorial[image: External link] to Masaryk[image: External link], memorials along Solidarity Promenade to Kościuszko[image: External link], Havliček[image: External link] and Copernicus[image: External link] by Chodzinski[image: External link], Strachovský, and Thorvaldsen[image: External link], a memorial to General Logan[image: External link] by Saint-Gaudens[image: External link], and Kearney's[image: External link] Moose (W-02-03)[image: External link]. A number of statues also honor recent local heroes such as Michael Jordan[image: External link] (by Amrany[image: External link] and Rotblatt-Amrany[image: External link]), Stan Mikita[image: External link], and Bobby Hull[image: External link] outside of the United Center[image: External link]; Harry Caray[image: External link] (by Amrany[image: External link] and Cella) outside Wrigley field[image: External link], Jack Brickhouse[image: External link] (by McKenna[image: External link]) next to the WGN[image: External link] studios, and Irv Kupcinet[image: External link] at the Wabash Avenue Bridge[image: External link].[113]

There are preliminary plans to erect a 1:1‑scale replica of Wacław Szymanowski[image: External link]'s Art Nouveau[image: External link] statue of Frédéric Chopin[image: External link] found in Warsaw[image: External link]'s Royal Baths[image: External link] along Chicago's lakefront in addition to a different sculpture commemorating the artist in Chopin Park[image: External link] for the 200th anniversary of Frédéric Chopin[image: External link]'s birth.[114]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Climate




Main article: Climate of Chicago[image: External link]


The city lies within the humid continental climate[image: External link] zone ( Köppen[image: External link]: Dfa), and experiences four distinct seasons. Summers[image: External link] are warm to hot and often humid, with a July daily average of 75.8 °F (24.3 °C). In a normal summer, temperatures can exceed 90 °F (32 °C) as many as 21 days. Winters[image: External link] are cold and snowy with few sunny days, and the normal January high is just below freezing. Spring[image: External link] and autumn[image: External link] are mild seasons with low humidity. Dewpoint[image: External link] temperatures in the summer range from 55.7 °F (13.2 °C) in June to 61.7 °F (16.5 °C) in July.[115] The city is part of the USDA[image: External link] Plant Hardiness zone[image: External link] 6a, transitioning to 5b in the suburbs.[116]

According to the National Weather Service[image: External link], Chicago's highest official temperature reading of 105 °F (41 °C) was recorded on July 24, 1934,[117] although Midway Airport[image: External link] reached 109 °F (43 °C) one day prior and recorded a heat index[image: External link] of 125 °F (52 °C) during the 1995 heatwave[image: External link].[118] The lowest official temperature of −27 °F (−33 °C) was recorded on January 20, 1985[image: External link], at O'Hare Airport.[115][118] The city can experience extreme winter cold waves[image: External link] and summer heat waves[image: External link] that may last for several consecutive days. Thunderstorms[image: External link] are common during the spring and summer months which may sometimes produce hail, high winds, and tornadoes[image: External link].[119] Like other major cities, Chicago also experiences urban heat island[image: External link], making the city and its suburbs milder than surrounding rural areas, especially at night and in winter. Also, the proximity to Lake Michigan[image: External link] keeps lakefront Chicago cooler in early summer and milder in winter than areas to the west.[120]






	Climate data for Chicago (Midway Airport), 1981–2010 normals,[a] extremes 1928–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	67

(19)
	75

(24)
	86

(30)
	92

(33)
	102

(39)
	107

(42)
	109

(43)
	102

(39)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	81

(27)
	72

(22)
	109

(43)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	52.3

(11.3)
	57.2

(14)
	73.0

(22.8)
	82.2

(27.9)
	88.2

(31.2)
	94.1

(34.5)
	96.5

(35.8)
	94.1

(34.5)
	90.5

(32.5)
	82.2

(27.9)
	68.7

(20.4)
	55.7

(13.2)
	97.7

(36.5)



	Average high °F (°C)
	31.5

(−0.3)
	35.8

(2.1)
	46.8

(8.2)
	59.2

(15.1)
	70.2

(21.2)
	79.9

(26.6)
	84.2

(29)
	82.1

(27.8)
	75.3

(24.1)
	62.8

(17.1)
	48.6

(9.2)
	35.3

(1.8)
	59.4

(15.2)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	24.8

(−4)
	28.7

(−1.8)
	38.8

(3.8)
	50.4

(10.2)
	60.9

(16.1)
	71.0

(21.7)
	75.9

(24.4)
	74.1

(23.4)
	66.4

(19.1)
	54.2

(12.3)
	41.5

(5.3)
	29.0

(−1.7)
	51.4

(10.8)



	Average low °F (°C)
	18.2

(−7.7)
	21.7

(−5.7)
	30.9

(−0.6)
	41.7

(5.4)
	51.6

(10.9)
	62.1

(16.7)
	67.5

(19.7)
	66.2

(19)
	57.5

(14.2)
	45.7

(7.6)
	34.5

(1.4)
	22.7

(−5.2)
	43.5

(6.4)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	−3.3

(−19.6)
	2.4

(−16.4)
	14.3

(−9.8)
	27.0

(−2.8)
	38.4

(3.6)
	48.6

(9.2)
	56.8

(13.8)
	56.1

(13.4)
	43.1

(6.2)
	31.1

(−0.5)
	19.9

(−6.7)
	2.2

(−16.6)
	−8.7

(−22.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−25

(−32)
	−20

(−29)
	−7

(−22)
	10

(−12)
	28

(−2)
	35

(2)
	46

(8)
	43

(6)
	34

(1)
	20

(−7)
	−3

(−19)
	−20

(−29)
	−25

(−32)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	2.06

(52.3)
	1.94

(49.3)
	2.72

(69.1)
	3.64

(92.5)
	4.13

(104.9)
	4.06

(103.1)
	4.01

(101.9)
	3.99

(101.3)
	3.31

(84.1)
	3.24

(82.3)
	3.42

(86.9)
	2.57

(65.3)
	39.09

(992.9)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	11.5

(29.2)
	9.1

(23.1)
	5.4

(13.7)
	1.0

(2.5)
	trace
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.1

(0.3)
	1.3

(3.3)
	8.7

(22.1)
	37.1

(94.2)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	10.7
	8.8
	11.2
	11.1
	11.4
	10.3
	9.9
	9.0
	8.2
	10.2
	11.2
	11.1
	123.1



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	8.1
	5.5
	3.8
	0.7
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.1
	1.8
	6.7
	26.7



	Source: NOAA,[121][115][118] WRCC[122]






	Climate data for Chicago (O'Hare Int'l Airport), 1981–2010 normals,[a] extremes 1871–present[b]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	67

(19)
	75

(24)
	88

(31)
	91

(33)
	98

(37)
	104

(40)
	105

(41)
	102

(39)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	81

(27)
	71

(22)
	105

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	51.4

(10.8)
	56.5

(13.6)
	72.4

(22.4)
	81.7

(27.6)
	87.2

(30.7)
	93.6

(34.2)
	95.5

(35.3)
	93.4

(34.1)
	89.7

(32.1)
	81.1

(27.3)
	67.6

(19.8)
	55.0

(12.8)
	96.8

(36)



	Average high °F (°C)
	31.0

(−0.6)
	35.3

(1.8)
	46.6

(8.1)
	59.0

(15)
	70.0

(21.1)
	79.7

(26.5)
	84.1

(28.9)
	81.9

(27.7)
	74.8

(23.8)
	62.3

(16.8)
	48.2

(9)
	34.8

(1.6)
	59.1

(15.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	23.8

(−4.6)
	27.7

(−2.4)
	37.9

(3.3)
	48.9

(9.4)
	59.1

(15.1)
	68.9

(20.5)
	74.0

(23.3)
	72.4

(22.4)
	64.6

(18.1)
	52.5

(11.4)
	40.3

(4.6)
	27.7

(−2.4)
	49.9

(9.9)



	Average low °F (°C)
	16.5

(−8.6)
	20.1

(−6.6)
	29.2

(−1.6)
	38.8

(3.8)
	48.3

(9.1)
	58.1

(14.5)
	63.9

(17.7)
	62.9

(17.2)
	54.3

(12.4)
	42.8

(6)
	32.4

(0.2)
	20.7

(−6.3)
	40.8

(4.9)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	−5.6

(−20.9)
	−0.3

(−17.9)
	11.9

(−11.2)
	23.5

(−4.7)
	35.6

(2)
	44.3

(6.8)
	52.0

(11.1)
	52.6

(11.4)
	39.2

(4)
	28.4

(−2)
	16.9

(−8.4)
	−0.1

(−17.8)
	−10.9

(−23.8)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−27

(−33)
	−21

(−29)
	−12

(−24)
	7

(−14)
	27

(−3)
	35

(2)
	45

(7)
	42

(6)
	29

(−2)
	14

(−10)
	−2

(−19)
	−25

(−32)
	−27

(−33)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	1.73

(43.9)
	1.79

(45.5)
	2.50

(63.5)
	3.38

(85.9)
	3.68

(93.5)
	3.45

(87.6)
	3.70

(94)
	4.90

(124.5)
	3.21

(81.5)
	3.15

(80)
	3.15

(80)
	2.25

(57.2)
	36.89

(937)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	10.8

(27.4)
	9.1

(23.1)
	5.6

(14.2)
	1.2

(3)
	trace
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.2

(0.5)
	1.2

(3)
	8.2

(20.8)
	36.3

(92.2)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	10.5
	8.8
	11.1
	12.0
	11.6
	10.2
	9.8
	9.8
	8.3
	10.2
	10.8
	11.0
	124.1



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	8.2
	5.9
	4.2
	0.9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.2
	1.7
	6.9
	28.0



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	72.2
	71.6
	69.7
	64.9
	64.1
	65.6
	68.5
	70.7
	71.1
	68.6
	72.5
	75.5
	69.6



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	135.8
	136.2
	187.0
	215.3
	281.9
	311.4
	318.4
	283.0
	226.6
	193.2
	113.3
	106.3
	2,508.4



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	46
	46
	51
	54
	62
	68
	69
	66
	60
	56
	38
	37
	56



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961–1990)[115][125][126]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1840[image: External link]
	4,470
	
	—



	1850[image: External link]
	29,963
	
	570.3%



	1860[image: External link]
	112,172
	
	274.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	298,977
	
	166.5%



	1880[image: External link]
	503,185
	
	68.3%



	1890[image: External link]
	1,099,850
	
	118.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	1,698,575
	
	54.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	2,185,283
	
	28.7%



	1920[image: External link]
	2,701,705
	
	23.6%



	1930[image: External link]
	3,376,438
	
	25.0%



	1940[image: External link]
	3,396,808
	
	0.6%



	1950[image: External link]
	3,620,962
	
	6.6%



	1960[image: External link]
	3,550,404
	
	−1.9%



	1970[image: External link]
	3,366,957
	
	−5.2%



	1980[image: External link]
	3,005,072
	
	−10.7%



	1990[image: External link]
	2,783,726
	
	−7.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	2,896,016
	
	4.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	2,695,598
	
	−6.9%



	Est. 2016
	2,704,958
	[127]
	0.3%



	U.S. Decennial Census[image: External link]

[128]




Main article: Demographics of Chicago[image: External link]


During its first hundred years, Chicago was one of the fastest-growing cities in the world. When founded in 1833, fewer than 200 people had settled on what was then the American frontier. By the time of its first census, seven years later, the population had reached over 4,000. In the forty years from 1850 to 1890, the city's population grew from slightly under 30,000 to over 1 million. At the end of the 19th century, Chicago was the fifth-largest city in the world,[129] and the largest of the cities that did not exist at the dawn of the century. Within sixty years of the Great Chicago Fire of 1871[image: External link], the population went from about 300,000 to over 3 million,[130] and reached its highest ever recorded population of 3.6 million for the 1950 census.

From the last two decades of the 19th century, Chicago was the destination of waves of immigrants from Ireland[image: External link], Southern, Central and Eastern Europe, including Italians[image: External link], Jews[image: External link], Poles[image: External link], Lithuanians[image: External link], Albanians[image: External link], Serbs[image: External link] and Czechs[image: External link].[131] To these ethnic groups, the basis of the city's industrial working class[image: External link], were added an additional influx of African-Americans[image: External link] from the American South[image: External link] — with Chicago's black population doubling between 1910 and 1920 and doubling again between 1920 and 1930.[131]

In the 1920s and 1930s, the great majority of African Americans moving to Chicago were clustered in a so‑called "Black Belt[image: External link]" on the city's South Side.[131] By 1930, two-thirds of Chicago's African-American population lived in sections of the city which were 90% black in racial composition.[131] Chicago's South Side emerged as America's second-largest urban black concentration, following New York's Harlem[image: External link].[131]

Chicago's population declined sharply in the latter half of the 20th century, from over 3.6 million in 1950 down to under 2.7 million by 2010. In 1984, it was overtaken by Los Angeles[image: External link] as America's second largest city.[132]

Since 2010, Chicago's population has rebounded adding nearly 25,000 people in the most recent 2015 population estimates.[133]



	Racial composition
	2010[134]
	1990[135]
	1970[135]
	1940[135]



	White[image: External link]
	45.0%
	45.4%
	65.6%
	91.7%



	 —Non-Hispanic
	31.7%
	37.9%
	59.0%[136]
	91.2%



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	32.9%
	39.1%
	32.7%
	8.2%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	28.9%
	19.6%
	7.4%[136]
	0.5%



	Asian[image: External link]
	5.5%
	3.7%
	0.9%
	0.1%




As of the 2010 census[image: External link],[137] there were 2,695,598 people with 1,045,560 households living in Chicago. More than half the population of the state of Illinois lives in the Chicago metropolitan area. Chicago is one of the United States' most densely populated major cities, and the largest city in the Great Lakes Megalopolis[image: External link]. The racial composition of the city was:


	45.0% White[image: External link] (31.7% non-Hispanic whites[image: External link]);

	32.9% Black or African American[image: External link];

	28.9% Hispanic or Latino (of any race)[image: External link];

	13.4% from some other race;

	5.5% Asian[image: External link] (1.6% Chinese, 1.1% Indian, 1.1% Filipino, 0.4% Korean, 0.3% Pakistani, 0.3% Vietnamese, 0.2% Japanese, 0.1% Thai);

	2.7% from two or more races[image: External link];

	0.5% American Indian[image: External link].



Chicago has a Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] population of 28.9%. (Its members may belong to any race; 21.4% Mexican, 3.8% Puerto Rican, 0.7% Guatemalan, 0.6% Ecuadorian, 0.3% Cuban, 0.3% Colombian, 0.2% Honduran, 0.2% Salvadoran, 0.2% Peruvian)[138]

The city's previous largest ethnic group, non-Hispanic white, declined from 59% in 1970 to 31.7% in 2010.[135]

Chicago has the third-largest LGBT[image: External link] population in the United States. In 2015, roughly 4% of the population identified as LGBT.[139][140] Since the 2013 legalization of same-sex marriage in Illinois[image: External link], over 10,000 same-sex couples have wed in Cook County[image: External link], a majority in Chicago.[141][142]

According to the U.S. Census Bureau's American Community Survey[image: External link] data estimates for 2008–2012, the median income for a household in the city was $47,408, and the median income for a family was $54,188. Male full-time workers had a median income of $47,074 versus $42,063 for females. About 18.3% of families and 22.1% of the population lived below the poverty line.[143]

According to the 2008–2012 American Community Survey, the ancestral groups having 10,000 or more persons in Chicago were:[144]



	Irish: (137,799)

	Polish: (134,032)

	German: (120,328)

	Italian: (77,967)

	American: (37,118)

	English: (36,145)

	African American: (32,727)

	Russian: (19,771)

	Arab: (17,598)

	European: (15,753)

	Swedish: (15,151)

	Greek: (15,129)

	French (except Basque): (11,410)

	Ukrainian: (11,104)

	West Indian (except Hispanic groups): (10,349)

	Assyrian: (7,121)





Persons identifying themselves as "Other groups" were classified at 1.72 million, and unclassified or not reported were approximately 153,000.[144]
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 Religion




71% of Chicagoans identify as Christians, 7% identity with other faiths, and 22% have no religious affiliation.[145][146] Chicago also has many Jews[image: External link], Muslims[image: External link], Buddhists[image: External link], Hindus[image: External link], and others. Chicago is the headquarters of several religious denominations, including the Evangelical Covenant Church[image: External link] and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America[image: External link]. It is the seat of several diocese[image: External link]. The Fourth Presbyterian Church[image: External link] is one of the largest Presbyterian[image: External link] congregations in the United States based on memberships.[147]

The first two Parliament of the World's Religions[image: External link] in 1893 and 1993 were held in Chicago.[148] Many international religious leaders have visited Chicago, including Mother Teresa[image: External link], the Dalai Lama[image: External link],[149] and Pope John Paul II[image: External link] in 1979.[150]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Chicago[image: External link]


See also: List of companies in the Chicago metropolitan area[image: External link]


Chicago has the third-largest gross metropolitan product[image: External link] in the United States—about $630.3 billion according to 2014–2016 estimates.[12] The city has also been rated as having the most balanced economy in the United States, due to its high level of diversification.[151] In 2007, Chicago was named the fourth-most important business center in the world in the MasterCard Worldwide Centers of Commerce Index.[152] Additionally, the Chicago metropolitan area recorded the greatest number of new or expanded corporate facilities in the United States for calendar year 2014.[153] The Chicago metropolitan area has the third-largest science and engineering work force of any metropolitan area in the nation.[154] In 2009 Chicago placed 9th on the UBS[image: External link] list of the world's richest cities.[155] Chicago was the base of commercial operations for industrialists John Crerar[image: External link], John Whitfield Bunn[image: External link], Richard Teller Crane[image: External link], Marshall Field[image: External link], John Farwell[image: External link], Julius Rosenwald[image: External link] and many other commercial visionaries who laid the foundation for Midwestern and global industry.

Chicago is a major world financial center, with the second-largest central business district[image: External link] in the United States.[citation needed[image: External link]][156] The city is the headquarters of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago[image: External link] (the Seventh District of the Federal Reserve). The city has major financial and futures exchanges[image: External link], including the Chicago Stock Exchange[image: External link], the Chicago Board Options Exchange[image: External link] (CBOE), and the Chicago Mercantile Exchange[image: External link] (the "Merc"), which is owned, along with the Chicago Board of Trade[image: External link] (CBOT) by Chicago's CME Group[image: External link]. The CME Group, in addition, owns the New York Mercantile Exchange[image: External link] (NYMEX), the Commodities Exchange Inc. (COMEX) and the Dow Jones Indexes[image: External link].[157] Perhaps due to the influence of the Chicago school of economics[image: External link], the city also has markets trading unusual contracts such as emissions[image: External link] (on the Chicago Climate Exchange[image: External link]) and equity style indices[image: External link] (on the U.S. Futures Exchange[image: External link]). Chase[image: External link] Bank has its commercial and retail banking headquarters in Chicago's Chase Tower[image: External link].[158]

The city and its surrounding metropolitan area contain the third-largest labor pool in the United States with about 4.48 million workers, as of 2014.[159] In addition, the state of Illinois is home to 66 Fortune 1000[image: External link] companies, including those in Chicago.[160] The city of Chicago also hosts 12 Fortune Global 500 companies and 17 Financial Times 500 companies. The city claims one Dow 30[image: External link] company: aerospace[image: External link] giant Boeing[image: External link], which moved its headquarters from Seattle to the Chicago Loop[image: External link] in 2001.[161][162] Two more Dow 30 companies, Kraft Foods[image: External link] and McDonald's[image: External link] are in the Chicago suburbs, as are Sears Holdings Corporation[image: External link] and the technology spin-offs of Motorola[image: External link]. The headquarters of United Continental Holdings[image: External link], are in the United Building[image: External link] and its operations center and its United Airlines[image: External link] subsidiary are in the Willis Tower[image: External link] in Chicago. In June 2016, McDonald's[image: External link] confirmed plans to move its global headquarters to Chicago's West Loop neighborhood by early 2018.[163] Caterpillar Inc.[image: External link], of Peoria[image: External link], will move its global headquarters, with about 300 executives and staff and support personnel, to an undetermined location in Chicago or the surrounding cities; the move will begin at some point in 2017 and conclude by the end of 2018.[164]

Manufacturing, printing, publishing and food processing also play major roles in the city's economy. Several medical products and services companies are headquartered in the Chicago area, including Baxter International[image: External link], Boeing[image: External link], Abbott Laboratories[image: External link], and the Healthcare division of General Electric[image: External link]. In addition to Boeing, which located its headquarters in Chicago in 2001, and United Airlines in 2011, GE Transportation moved its offices to the city in 2013 and GE Healthcare moved its HQ to the city in 2016, as did ThyssenKrupp[image: External link] North America, and agriculture giant Archer Daniels Midland[image: External link].[9] Moreover, the construction of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, which helped move goods from the Great Lakes[image: External link] south on the Mississippi River[image: External link], and of the railroads in the 19th century made the city a major transportation center in the United States. In the 1840s, Chicago became a major grain[image: External link] port, and in the 1850s and 1860s Chicago's pork and beef industry expanded. As the major meat companies grew in Chicago many, such as Armour and Company[image: External link], created global enterprises. Though the meatpacking industry currently plays a lesser role in the city's economy, Chicago continues to be a major transportation and distribution center. Lured by a combination of large business customers, federal research dollars, and a large hiring pool fed by the area's universities, Chicago is also the site of a growing number of web startup companies[image: External link] like CareerBuilder[image: External link], Orbitz[image: External link], 37signals[image: External link], Groupon[image: External link], Feedburner[image: External link], and NowSecure[image: External link].[165]

Chicago has been a hub of the Retail[image: External link] sector since its early development, with Montgomery Ward[image: External link], Sears[image: External link], and Marshall Field's[image: External link]. Today the Chicago metropolitan area is the headquarters of several retailers, including Walgreens[image: External link], Sears[image: External link], Ace Hardware[image: External link], Claire's[image: External link], ULTA Beauty[image: External link] and Crate & Barrel[image: External link].

Late in the 19th century, Chicago was part of the bicycle craze, with the Western Wheel Company, which introduced stamping[image: External link] to the production process and significantly reduced costs,[166] while early in the 20th century, the city was part of the automobile revolution, hosting the Brass Era car[image: External link] builder Bugmobile, which was founded there in 1907.[167] Chicago was also the site of the Schwinn Bicycle Company[image: External link].

Chicago is a major world convention destination. The city's main convention center is McCormick Place[image: External link]. With its four interconnected buildings, it is the largest convention center in the nation and third-largest in the world.[168] Chicago also ranks third in the U.S. (behind Las Vegas[image: External link] and Orlando[image: External link]) in number of conventions hosted annually.[169]

Chicago's minimum wage for non-tipped employees is one of the highest in the nation and will incrementally reach $13 per hour by 2019.[170]
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 Culture and contemporary life




Further information: Culture of Chicago[image: External link], List of people from Chicago[image: External link], and List of museums and cultural institutions in Chicago[image: External link]


The city's waterfront location and nightlife has attracted residents and tourists alike. Over a third of the city population is concentrated in the lakefront neighborhoods from Rogers Park[image: External link] in the north to South Shore[image: External link] in the south.[171] The city has many upscale dining establishments as well as many ethnic restaurant districts. These districts include the Mexican American[image: External link] neighborhoods, such as Pilsen[image: External link] along 18th street, and La Villita along 26th Street; the Puerto Rican[image: External link] enclave of Paseo Boricua[image: External link] in the Humboldt Park[image: External link] neighborhood; Greektown[image: External link], along South Halsted Street[image: External link], immediately west of downtown;[172] Little Italy[image: External link], along Taylor Street; Chinatown[image: External link] in Armour Square[image: External link]; Polish Patches[image: External link] in West Town[image: External link]; Little Seoul[image: External link] in Albany Park[image: External link] around Lawrence Avenue; Little Vietnam[image: External link] near Broadway[image: External link] in Uptown; and the Desi[image: External link] area, along Devon Avenue[image: External link] in West Ridge[image: External link].[173]

Downtown is the center of Chicago's financial, cultural, governmental and commercial institutions and the site of Grant Park[image: External link] and many of the city's skyscrapers. Many of the city's financial institutions, such as the CBOT[image: External link] and the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago[image: External link], are located within a section of downtown called "The Loop[image: External link]", which is an eight-block by five-block area of city streets that is encircled by elevated rail tracks. The term "The Loop" is largely used by locals to refer to the entire downtown area as well. The central area includes the Near North Side[image: External link], the Near South Side[image: External link], and the Near West Side[image: External link], as well as the Loop. These areas contribute famous skyscrapers[image: External link], abundant restaurants, shopping[image: External link], museums[image: External link], a stadium[image: External link] for the Chicago Bears[image: External link], convention facilities[image: External link], parkland[image: External link], and beaches[image: External link].

Lincoln Park[image: External link] contains the Lincoln Park Zoo[image: External link] and the Lincoln Park Conservatory[image: External link]. The River North Gallery District[image: External link] features the nation's largest concentration of contemporary art galleries outside of New York City.

Lakeview[image: External link] is home to Boystown[image: External link] (pronounced boys town), which, along with Andersonville[image: External link], are some of the best-known LGBT[image: External link] neighborhoods in the nation. Each year in June, Boystown hosts the Chicago Pride Parade[image: External link], one of the world's largest with over 1,000,000 people in attendance.

The South Side neighborhood of Hyde Park[image: External link] is the home of former US President Barack Obama. It also contains the University of Chicago[image: External link] (U of C), ranked one of the world's top ten universities;[174] and the Museum of Science and Industry[image: External link]. The 6-mile (9.7 km) long Burnham Park[image: External link] stretches along the waterfront of the South Side. Two of the city's largest parks are also located on this side of the city: Jackson Park[image: External link], bordering the waterfront, hosted the World's Columbian Exposition[image: External link] in 1893, and is the site of the aforementioned museum; and slightly west sits Washington Park[image: External link]. The two parks themselves are connected by a wide strip of parkland called the Midway Plaisance[image: External link], running adjacent to the University of Chicago. The South Side hosts one of the city's largest parades, the annual African American Bud Billiken Parade and Picnic[image: External link], which travels through Bronzeville[image: External link] to Washington Park. Ford Motor Company[image: External link] has an automobile assembly plant[image: External link] on the South Side in Hegewisch[image: External link], and most of the facilities of the Port of Chicago[image: External link] are also on the South Side.

The West Side holds the Garfield Park Conservatory[image: External link], one of the largest collections of tropical plants in any U.S. city. Prominent Latino cultural attractions found here include Humboldt Park[image: External link]'s Institute of Puerto Rican Arts and Culture[image: External link] and the annual Puerto Rican People's Parade, as well as the National Museum of Mexican Art[image: External link] and St. Adalbert's Church[image: External link] in Pilsen[image: External link]. The Near West Side holds the University of Illinois at Chicago[image: External link] and was once home to Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]'s Harpo Studios[image: External link].

The city's distinctive accent, made famous by its use in classic films like The Blues Brothers[image: External link] and television programs like the Saturday Night Live[image: External link] skit "Bill Swerski's Superfans[image: External link]", is an advanced form of Inland Northern American English[image: External link]. This dialect can also be found in other cities bordering the Great Lakes such as Cleveland[image: External link], Milwaukee[image: External link], Detroit[image: External link], and Rochester, New York[image: External link], and most prominently features a rearrangement of certain vowel sounds, such as the short 'a'[image: External link] sound as in "cat", which can sound more like "kyet" to outsiders. The accent remains well associated with the city.[175]
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 Entertainment and the arts




See also: Theater in Chicago[image: External link], Visual arts of Chicago[image: External link], and Music of Chicago[image: External link]


Renowned Chicago theater companies include the Goodman Theatre[image: External link] in the Loop; the Steppenwolf Theatre Company[image: External link] and Victory Gardens Theater[image: External link] in Lincoln Park; and the Chicago Shakespeare Theater[image: External link] at Navy Pier. Broadway In Chicago[image: External link] offers Broadway-style entertainment at five theaters: the Ford Center for the Performing Arts Oriental Theatre[image: External link], Bank of America Theatre[image: External link], Cadillac Palace Theatre[image: External link], Auditorium Building[image: External link] of Roosevelt University, and Broadway Playhouse at Water Tower Place[image: External link]. Polish language[image: External link] productions for Chicago's large Polish speaking population[image: External link] can be seen at the historic Gateway Theatre[image: External link] in Jefferson Park[image: External link]. Since 1968, the Joseph Jefferson Awards[image: External link] are given annually to acknowledge excellence in theater in the Chicago area. Chicago's theater community spawned modern improvisational theater[image: External link], and includes the prominent groups The Second City[image: External link] and I.O.[image: External link] (formerly ImprovOlympic).

The Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] (CSO) performs at Symphony Center[image: External link], and is recognized as one of the best orchestras in the world.[176] Also performing regularly at Symphony Center[image: External link] is the Chicago Sinfonietta[image: External link], a more diverse and multicultural counterpart to the CSO. In the summer, many outdoor concerts are given in Grant Park[image: External link] and Millennium Park[image: External link]. Ravinia Festival[image: External link], located 25 miles (40 km) north of Chicago, is the summer home of the CSO, and is a favorite destination for many Chicagoans. The Civic Opera House[image: External link] is home to the Lyric Opera of Chicago[image: External link]. The Lithuanian Opera Company of Chicago[image: External link] was founded by Lithuanian Chicagoans[image: External link] in 1956,[177] and presents operas in Lithuanian[image: External link].

The Joffrey Ballet[image: External link] and Chicago Festival Ballet[image: External link] perform in various venues, including the Harris Theater[image: External link] in Millennium Park[image: External link]. Chicago has several other contemporary and jazz dance troupes, such as the Hubbard Street Dance Chicago[image: External link] and Chicago Dance Crash[image: External link].

Other live-music genre which are part of the city's cultural heritage include Chicago blues[image: External link], Chicago soul[image: External link], jazz[image: External link], and gospel[image: External link]. The city is the birthplace of house music[image: External link], a very popular form of Electronic Dance Music, and industrial music[image: External link] and is the site of an influential hip-hop scene[image: External link]. In the 1980s and 90s, the city was the global center for house and industrial music, two forms of music created in Chicago, as well as being popular for alternative rock[image: External link], punk[image: External link], and new wave[image: External link]. The city has been an epicenter for rave[image: External link] culture, since the 1980s. A flourishing independent rock music culture brought forth Chicago indie[image: External link]. Annual festivals[image: External link] feature various acts, such as Lollapalooza[image: External link] and the Pitchfork Music Festival[image: External link]. A 2007 report on the Chicago music industry by the University of Chicago Cultural Policy Center[image: External link] ranked Chicago third among metropolitan U.S. areas in "size of music industry" and fourth among all U.S. cities in "number of concerts and performances".[178]

Chicago has a distinctive fine art tradition. For much of the twentieth century, it nurtured a strong style of figurative surrealism[image: External link], as in the works of Ivan Albright[image: External link] and Ed Paschke[image: External link]. In 1968 and 1969, members of the Chicago Imagists[image: External link], such as Roger Brown[image: External link], Leon Golub[image: External link], Robert Lostutter[image: External link], Jim Nutt[image: External link], and Barbara Rossi[image: External link] produced bizarre representational paintings.

Chicago contains a number of large, outdoor works by well-known artists. These include the Chicago Picasso[image: External link], Miró's Chicago[image: External link], Flamingo[image: External link] and Flying Dragon[image: External link] by Alexander Calder[image: External link], Agora[image: External link] by Magdalena Abakanowicz[image: External link], Monument with Standing Beast[image: External link] by Jean Dubuffet[image: External link], Batcolumn[image: External link] by Claes Oldenburg[image: External link], Cloud Gate[image: External link] by Anish Kapoor[image: External link], Crown Fountain[image: External link] by Jaume Plensa[image: External link], and the Four Seasons[image: External link] mosaic by Marc Chagall[image: External link].

Chicago also has a nationally televised Thanksgiving parade that occurs annually. The McDonald's Thanksgiving Parade[image: External link] is seen across the nation on WGN-TV[image: External link] and WGN America[image: External link], featuring a variety of diverse acts from the community, marching bands from across the country, and is the only parade in the city to feature inflatable balloons every year.[179]
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 Tourism




Main article: Tourism in Chicago[image: External link]


In 2014, Chicago attracted 50.17 million domestic leisure travelers, 11.09 million domestic business travelers and 1.308 million overseas visitors.[180] These visitors contributed more than US$13.7 billion to Chicago's economy.[180] Upscale shopping along the Magnificent Mile[image: External link] and State Street[image: External link], thousands of restaurants, as well as Chicago's eminent architecture, continue to draw tourists. The city is the United States' third-largest convention[image: External link] destination. A 2011 study by Walk Score[image: External link] ranked Chicago the fourth-most walkable of fifty largest cities in the United States.[181] Most conventions are held at McCormick Place[image: External link], just south of Soldier Field[image: External link]. The historic Chicago Cultural Center[image: External link] (1897), originally serving as the Chicago Public Library[image: External link], now houses the city's Visitor Information Center, galleries and exhibit halls. The ceiling of its Preston Bradley Hall includes a 38-foot (12 m) Tiffany glass[image: External link] dome. Grant Park[image: External link] holds Millennium Park[image: External link], Buckingham Fountain[image: External link] (1927), and the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link]. The park also hosts the annual Taste of Chicago[image: External link] festival. In Millennium Park, there is the reflective Cloud Gate[image: External link] sculpture. Cloud Gate, a public sculpture by Indian-born British artist Anish Kapoor, is the centerpiece of the AT&T Plaza in Millennium Park. Also, an outdoor restaurant transforms into an ice rink[image: External link] in the winter season. Two tall glass sculptures make up the Crown Fountain[image: External link]. The fountain's two towers display visual effects from LED images of Chicagoans' faces, along with water spouting from their lips. Frank Gehry[image: External link]'s detailed, stainless steel band shell, the Jay Pritzker Pavilion[image: External link], hosts the classical Grant Park Music Festival[image: External link] concert series. Behind the pavilion's stage is the Harris Theater for Music and Dance[image: External link], an indoor venue for mid-sized performing arts companies, including the Chicago Opera Theater[image: External link] and Music of the Baroque[image: External link].

Navy Pier[image: External link], located just east of Streeterville[image: External link], is 3,000 ft (910 m) long and houses retail stores, restaurants, museums, exhibition halls and auditoriums. In the summer of 2016, Navy Pier will have constructed their new DW60 Ferris wheel. Dutch Wheels, a world renowned company that manufactures ferris wheels, was selected to design the new wheel.[182] It will feature 42 navy blue gondolas that can hold up to eight adults and two kids. It will also have entertainment systems inside the gondolas as well as a climate controlled environment. The DW60 will stand at approximately 196 ft (60 m), which is 46 ft taller than the previous wheel. The new DW60 will be the first in the United States and will be the sixth tallest in the U.S.[183] Chicago was the first city in the world to ever erect a ferris wheel.

On June 4, 1998, the city officially opened the Museum Campus[image: External link], a 10-acre (4.0 ha) lakefront park, surrounding three of the city's main museums, each of which is of national importance: the Adler Planetarium & Astronomy Museum[image: External link], the Field Museum of Natural History[image: External link], and the Shedd Aquarium[image: External link]. The Museum Campus joins the southern section of Grant Park[image: External link], which includes the renowned Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link]. Buckingham Fountain[image: External link] anchors the downtown park along the lakefront. The University of Chicago Oriental Institute[image: External link] has an extensive collection of ancient Egyptian[image: External link] and Near Eastern[image: External link] archaeological artifacts. Other museums and galleries in Chicago include the Chicago History Museum[image: External link], the Driehaus Museum[image: External link], the DuSable Museum of African American History[image: External link], the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link], the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum[image: External link], the Polish Museum of America[image: External link], the Museum of Broadcast Communications[image: External link], the Pritzker Military Library[image: External link], the Chicago Architecture Foundation[image: External link], and the Museum of Science and Industry[image: External link].

With an estimated completion date of 2020, the Barack Obama Presidential Center[image: External link] will be housed at the University of Chicago in Hyde Park[image: External link] and include both the Obama presidential library and offices of the Obama Foundation.[184]

The Willis Tower (formerly named Sears Tower) is a popular destination for tourists. The Willis Tower has an observation deck open to tourists year round with high up views overlooking Chicago and Lake Michigan. The observation deck includes an enclosed glass balcony that extends 10 feet out on the side of the building. Tourists are able to look straight down.

In 2013, Chicago was chosen as one of the "Top Ten Cities in the United States" to visit for its restaurants, skyscrapers, museums, and waterfront, by the readers of Condé Nast Traveler[image: External link].[185][186]
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 Cuisine




See also: Culture of Chicago § Food and drink[image: External link], and Chicago farmers' markets[image: External link]


Chicago lays claim to a large number of regional specialties that reflect the city's ethnic and working-class roots. Included among these are its nationally renowned deep-dish pizza[image: External link]; this style is said to have originated at Pizzeria Uno[image: External link].[187] The Chicago-style thin crust is also popular in the city.[188]

The Chicago-style hot dog[image: External link], typically an all-beef hot dog, is loaded with an array of toppings that often includes pickle relish, yellow mustard[image: External link], pickled sport peppers[image: External link], tomato[image: External link] wedges, dill pickle[image: External link] spear and topped off with celery salt[image: External link] on a poppy seed[image: External link] bun[image: External link].[189] Enthusiasts of the Chicago-style dog frown upon the use of ketchup[image: External link] as a garnish, but may prefer to add giardiniera[image: External link].[190][191][192]

There are several distinctly Chicago sandwiches, among them the Italian beef[image: External link] sandwich, which is thinly sliced beef simmered in au jus[image: External link] and served on an Italian roll with sweet peppers or spicy giardiniera. A popular modification is the Combo—an Italian beef sandwich with the addition of an Italian sausage. Another is the Maxwell Street Polish[image: External link], a grilled or deep-fried kielbasa[image: External link] — on a hot dog roll, topped with grilled onions, yellow mustard, and hot sport peppers.[193]

Ethnically originated creations include chicken Vesuvio[image: External link], with roasted bone-in chicken cooked in oil and garlic next to garlicky oven-roasted potato wedges and a sprinkling of green peas. Another is the Puerto Rican-influenced jibarito[image: External link], a sandwich made with flattened, fried green plantains instead of bread. There is also the mother-in-law[image: External link], a tamale topped with chili and served on a hot dog bun.[194] The tradition of serving the Greek[image: External link] dish, saganaki[image: External link] while aflame, has its origins in Chicago's Greek community.[195] The appetizer, which consists of a square of fried cheese, is doused with Metaxa[image: External link] and flambéed[image: External link] table-side.[196]

Two of the world's most decorated restaurants and also receiving the Michelin Guide[image: External link] 3 Star Award, Alinea[image: External link] and Grace[image: External link] are both located in Chicago. In addition, a number of well-known chefs have had restaurants in Chicago, including Charlie Trotter[image: External link], Rick Tramonto[image: External link], Grant Achatz[image: External link], and Rick Bayless[image: External link]. In 2003, Robb Report[image: External link] named Chicago the country's "most exceptional dining destination".[197]
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 Literature




Further information: Chicago literature[image: External link]


Chicago literature finds its roots in the city's tradition of lucid, direct journalism, lending to a strong tradition of social realism[image: External link]. In the Encyclopedia of Chicago[image: External link], Northwestern University Professor Bill Savage describes Chicago fiction as prose which tries to "capture the essence of the city, its spaces and its people". The challenge for early writers was that Chicago was a frontier outpost that transformed into a global metropolis in the span of two generations. Narrative fiction of that time, much of it in the style of "high-flown romance" and "genteel realism", needed a new approach to describe the urban social, political, and economic conditions of Chicago.[198] Nonetheless, Chicagoans worked hard to create a literary tradition that would stand the test of time,[199] and create a "city of feeling" out of concrete, steel, vast lake, and open prairie.[200] Much notable Chicago fiction focuses on the city itself, with social criticism keeping exultation in check.

At least, three short periods in the history of Chicago[image: External link] have had a lasting influence on American Literature[image: External link].[201] These include from the time of the Great Chicago Fire[image: External link] to about 1900, what became known as the Chicago Literary Renaissance in the 1910s and early 1920s, and the period of the Great Depression[image: External link] through the 1940s.

What would become the influential Poetry[image: External link] magazine was founded in 1912 by Harriet Monroe[image: External link], who was working as an art[image: External link] critic[image: External link] for the Chicago Tribune[image: External link]. The magazine discovered such poets as Gwendolyn Brooks[image: External link], James Merrill[image: External link], and John Ashbery[image: External link].[202] T. S. Eliot[image: External link]'s first professionally published poem, "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock[image: External link]", was first published by Poetry. Contributors have included Ezra Pound[image: External link], William Butler Yeats[image: External link], William Carlos Williams[image: External link], Langston Hughes[image: External link], and Carl Sandburg[image: External link], among others. The magazine was instrumental in launching the Imagist[image: External link] and Objectivist[image: External link] poetic movements.
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 Sports




Main article: Sports in Chicago[image: External link]


Sporting News[image: External link] named Chicago the "Best Sports City" in the United States in 1993, 2006, and 2010.[203] Along with Boston, Chicago is the only city to continuously host major professional sports since 1871, having only taken 1872 and 1873 off due to the Great Chicago Fire. Additionally, Chicago is one of the six cities in the United States to have won championships in the four major professional leagues[image: External link] and, along with New York and Los Angeles, is one of three cities to have won soccer championships as well. Several major franchises have won championships within recent years – the Bears (1985), the Bulls (91, '92, '93, '96, '97, and '98), the White Sox (2005), the Cubs (2016), the Blackhawks (2010, 2013, 2015), and the Fire (1998).

The city has two Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB) teams: the Chicago Cubs[image: External link] of the National League play in Wrigley Field[image: External link] on the North Side; and the Chicago White Sox[image: External link] of the American League play in Guaranteed Rate Field[image: External link] on the South Side. Chicago is the only city that has had more than one MLB franchise every year since the AL began in 1901 (New York hosted only one between 1958 and early 1962). The Cubs are the oldest Major League Baseball team to have never changed their city;[204] they have played in Chicago since 1871, and continuously so since 1874 due to the Great Chicago Fire. They have played more games and have more wins than any other team in Major League baseball since 1876.[205] They have won three World Series titles, but had the dubious honor of having the two longest droughts in American professional sports: They had not won their sport's title since 1908[image: External link], and had not participated in a World Series since 1945[image: External link], both records, until they beat the Cleveland Indians[image: External link] in the 2016 World Series[image: External link].

The White Sox have played on the South Side continuously since 1901, with all three of their home fields throughout the years being within blocks of one another. They have won three World Series titles (1906, 1917, 2005) and six American League pennants, including the first in 1901. The Sox are fifth in the American League in all-time wins, and sixth in pennants.

The Chicago Bears[image: External link], one of the last two remaining charter members of the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL), have won nine NFL Championships[image: External link], including the 1985 Super Bowl XX[image: External link]. The other remaining charter franchise, the Chicago Cardinals[image: External link], also started out in the city, but is now known as the Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]. The Bears have won more games in the history of the NFL than any other team,[206] and only the Green Bay Packers[image: External link], their longtime rivals, have won more championships. The Bears play their home games at Soldier Field[image: External link]. Soldier Field re-opened in 2003 after an extensive renovation.

The Chicago Bulls[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA) is one of the most recognized basketball teams in the world.[207] During the 1990s, with Michael Jordan[image: External link] leading them, the Bulls won six NBA championships in eight seasons.[208][209] They also boast the youngest player to win the NBA Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link], Derrick Rose[image: External link], who won it for the 2010–11 season[image: External link].[210]

The Chicago Blackhawks[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL) began play in 1926, and are one of the "Original Six[image: External link]" teams of the NHL. The Blackhawks have won six Stanley Cups[image: External link], including in 2010, 2013, and 2015[image: External link]. Both the Bulls and the Blackhawks play at the United Center[image: External link].



	Major league professional teams in Chicago (ranked by attendance)



	Club
	League
	Sport
	Venue
	Attendance
	Founded
	Championships



	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	NFL[image: External link]
	Football[image: External link]
	Soldier Field[image: External link]
	62,358
	1919
	9 Championships[image: External link] (1 Super Bowl[image: External link])



	Chicago Cubs[image: External link]
	MLB[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	Wrigley Field[image: External link]
	42,495
	1870
	3 World Series[image: External link]



	Chicago White Sox[image: External link]
	MLB[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	Guaranteed Rate Field[image: External link]
	40,615
	1900
	3 World Series[image: External link]



	Chicago Blackhawks[image: External link]
	NHL[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	United Center[image: External link]
	21,775
	1926
	6 Stanley Cups[image: External link]



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	NBA[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	United Center[image: External link]
	21,716
	1966
	6 NBA Championships[image: External link]



	Chicago Fire[image: External link]
	MLS[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	Toyota Park[image: External link]
	16,409
	1997
	1 MLS Cup[image: External link], 1 Supporters Shield[image: External link]



	Chicago Red Stars[image: External link]
	NWSL[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	Toyota Park[image: External link]
	3,355
	2009
	1 National Women's Cup[image: External link]




The Chicago Fire Soccer Club[image: External link] is a member of Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS) and plays at Toyota Park[image: External link] in suburban Bridgeview[image: External link], after playing its first eight seasons at Soldier Field[image: External link]. The Fire have won one league title and four U.S. Open Cups[image: External link], since their founding in 1997. In 1994, the United States hosted a successful FIFA World Cup[image: External link] with games played at Soldier Field[image: External link]. The Chicago Sky[image: External link] is a professional basketball team based in Rosemont, Illinois[image: External link], playing in the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA). They play home games at the Allstate Arena[image: External link]. The team was founded before the 2006 WNBA season began.

The Chicago Marathon[image: External link] has been held each year since 1977 except for 1987, when a half marathon was run in its place. The Chicago Marathon is one of six World Marathon Majors[image: External link].[211]

Five area colleges play in Division I[image: External link] conferences: two from major conferences—the DePaul Blue Demons[image: External link] (Big East Conference[image: External link]) and the Northwestern Wildcats[image: External link] (Big Ten Conference[image: External link])—and three from other D1 conferences—the Chicago State Cougars[image: External link] (Western Athletic Conference[image: External link]); the Loyola Ramblers[image: External link] (Missouri Valley Conference[image: External link]); and the UIC Flames[image: External link] (Horizon League[image: External link]).[212]
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 Parks and greenspace




Main articles: Parks in Chicago[image: External link], Chicago Boulevard System[image: External link], and Cook County Forest Preserves[image: External link]


When Chicago was incorporated in 1837, it chose the motto Urbs in Horto, a Latin[image: External link] phrase which means "City in a Garden". Today, the Chicago Park District[image: External link] consists of more than 570 parks with over 8,000 acres (3,200 ha) of municipal parkland[image: External link]. There are 31 sand beaches[image: External link], a plethora of museums, two world-class conservatories, and 50 nature areas.[213] Lincoln Park[image: External link], the largest of the city's parks, covers 1,200 acres (490 ha) and has over 20 million visitors each year, making it third in the number of visitors after Central Park[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], and the National Mall and Memorial Parks[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[214]

There is an historic boulevard system[image: External link],[215] a network of wide, tree-lined boulevards[image: External link] which connect a number of Chicago parks[image: External link].[216] The boulevards and the parks were authorized by the Illinois legislature in 1869.[217] A number of Chicago neighborhoods[image: External link] emerged along these roadways in the 19th century.[216] The building of the boulevard system continued intermittently until 1942. It includes nineteen boulevards, eight parks, and six squares[image: External link], along twenty-six miles of interconnected streets.[218] Part of the system in the Logan Square Boulevards Historic District[image: External link] was listed in the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] in 1985.[219]

With berths for more than 6,000 boats, the Chicago Park District operates the nation's largest municipal harbor system.[220] In addition to ongoing beautification and renewal projects for the existing parks, a number of new parks have been added in recent years, such as the Ping Tom Memorial Park[image: External link] in Chinatown, DuSable Park[image: External link] on the Near North Side, and most notably, Millennium Park[image: External link], which is in the northwestern corner of one of Chicago's oldest parks, Grant Park[image: External link] in the Chicago Loop.

The wealth of greenspace afforded by Chicago's parks is further augmented by the Cook County Forest Preserves[image: External link], a network of open spaces containing forest, prairie[image: External link], wetland[image: External link], streams, and lakes that are set aside as natural areas which lie along the city's outskirts,[221] including both the Chicago Botanic Garden[image: External link] in Glencoe[image: External link] and the Brookfield Zoo[image: External link] in Brookfield[image: External link].[222] Washington Park[image: External link] is also one of the city's biggest parks; covering nearly 400 acres (160 ha). The park is listed on the National Register of Historic Places listings in South Side Chicago[image: External link].
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 Government




Main article: Government of Chicago[image: External link]


The government of the City of Chicago is divided into executive and legislative[image: External link] branches. The Mayor of Chicago[image: External link] is the chief executive, elected by general election for a term of four years, with no term limits. The current mayor is Rahm Emanuel[image: External link]. The mayor appoints commissioners and other officials who oversee the various departments. As well as the mayor, Chicago's clerk and treasurer are also elected citywide. The City Council[image: External link] is the legislative branch and is made up of 50 aldermen, one elected from each ward[image: External link] in the city.[223] The council takes official action through the passage of ordinances[image: External link] and resolutions and approves the city budget.[224]

The Chicago Police Department[image: External link] provides law enforcement and the Chicago Fire Department[image: External link] provides fire suppression and emergency medical services for the city and its residents. Civil and criminal law cases are heard in the Cook County Circuit Court[image: External link] of the State of Illinois court system, or in the Northern District of Illinois[image: External link], in the federal system. In the state court, the public prosecutor is the Illinois State's Attorney[image: External link]; in the Federal court it is the United States Attorney[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Politics




Main article: Political history of Chicago[image: External link]


During much of the last half of the 19th century, Chicago's politics were dominated by a growing Democratic Party[image: External link] organization. During the 1880s and 1890s, Chicago had a powerful radical tradition with large and highly organized socialist, anarchist[image: External link] and labor organizations.[225] For much of the 20th century, Chicago has been among the largest and most reliable Democratic strongholds in the United States; with Chicago's Democratic vote the state of Illinois has been "solid blue[image: External link]" in presidential elections[image: External link] since 1992. Even before then, it was not unheard of for Republican presidential candidates to win handily in downstate Illinois, only to lose statewide due to large Democratic margins in Chicago. The citizens of Chicago have not elected a Republican[image: External link] mayor since 1927, when William Thompson[image: External link] was voted into office. The strength of the party in the city is partly a consequence of Illinois state politics, where the Republicans have come to represent rural and farm concerns while the Democrats support urban issues such as Chicago's public school funding. Chicago contains less than 25% of the state's population, but 8 of Illinois' 19 U.S. Representatives have part of Chicago in their districts[image: External link].

Machine politics[image: External link] persisted in Chicago after the decline of similar machines in other large U.S. cities.[226] During much of that time, the city administration found opposition mainly from a liberal "independent" faction of the Democratic Party. The independents finally gained control of city government in 1983 with the election of Harold Washington[image: External link] (in office 1983–1987). From 1989 until May 16, 2011, Chicago was under the leadership of its longest serving mayor, Richard M. Daley[image: External link], the son of Richard J. Daley. On May 16, 2011, Rahm Emanuel[image: External link] was sworn in as the 55th mayor of Chicago. Because of the dominance of the Democratic Party in Chicago, the Democratic primary[image: External link] vote held in the spring is generally more significant than the general elections in November for U.S. House and Illinois State seats. The aldermanic, mayoral, and other city offices are filled through nonpartisan elections with runoffs as needed.

Formerly a state legislator representing Chicago and later a US Senator, the city is home of former United States President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama[image: External link]. The Obama's residence is located near the University of Chicago in Kenwood[image: External link] on the city's south side.[227]
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Main articles: Crime in Chicago[image: External link] and Timeline of organized crime in Chicago[image: External link]


Chicago had a murder rate of 18.5 per 100,000 residents in 2012, ranking 16th among cities with 100,000 people or more.[228] This was higher than in New York City and Los Angeles, the two largest cities in the United States, which have lower murder rates and lower total homicides. However, it was less than in many smaller American cities, including New Orleans[image: External link], Newark[image: External link], and Detroit[image: External link], which had 53 murders per 100,000 residents in 2012. The 2015 year-end crime statistics showed there were 468 murders in Chicago in 2015 compared with 416 the year before, a 12.5% increase, as well as 2,900 shootings—13% more than the year prior, and up 29% since 2013. Chicago had more homicides than any other city in 2015, according to the Chicago Tribune.[229] In its annual crime statistics for 2016, the Chicago Police Department reported that the city experienced a dramatic rise in gun violence, with 4,331 shooting victims. The department also reported 762 murders in Chicago for the year 2016, a total that marked a 62.8% increase in homicides from 2015.[230]

According to reports in 2013, "most of Chicago's violent crime comes from gangs trying to maintain control of drug-selling territories",[231] and is specifically related to the activities of the Sinaloa Cartel[image: External link], which by 2006 had decided to seek to control illicit drug distribution, against local street gangs.[232] Violent crime rates vary significantly by area of the city, with more economically developed areas having low rates, but other sections have much higher rates of crime.[231] In 2013, the violent crime rate was 910 per 100,000 people;[233] the murder rate was 10.4 – while high crime districts saw 38.9, low crime districts saw 2.5 murders per 100,000.[234]

The number of murders in Chicago peaked at 970 in 1974, when the city's population was over 3 million people (a murder rate of about 29 per 100,000), and it reached 943 murders in 1992, (a murder rate of 34 per 100,000).[235] However, Chicago, like other major U.S. cities, experienced a significant reduction in violent crime rates through the 1990s, falling to 448 homicides[image: External link] in 2004, its lowest total since 1965 and only 15.65 murders per 100,000. Chicago's homicide tally remained low during 2005 (449), 2006 (452), and 2007 (435) but rose to 510 in 2008, breaking 500 for the first time since 2003.[236][237] In 2009, the murder count fell to 458 (10% down).[238] and in 2010 Chicago's murder rate fell to 435 (16.14 per 100,000), a 5% decrease from 2009 and lowest levels since 1965.[239] In 2011, Chicago's murders fell another 1.2% to 431 (a rate of 15.94 per 100,000).[240] but shot up to 506 in 2012.[241][242]

In 2012, Chicago ranked 21st in the United States in numbers of homicides per person, but in the first half of 2013 there was a significant drop per-person, in all categories of violent crime, including homicide (down 26%).[243] Chicago ended 2013 with 415 murders, the lowest number of murders since 1965, and overall crime rates dropped by 16 percent.[244] (In 1965, there were 397 murders.[245])

Jens Ludwig, director of the University of Chicago Crime Lab, estimated that shootings cost the city of Chicago $2.5 billion in 2012.[246]

In 2014, the Chicago police department reported a total murder count of 390 through December 20, 2014, according to the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link]. That means that Chicago was able to record their lowest number of murder totals in close to five years for the second continuous calendar year, despite an overall increase in shootings. The Cook County medical examiner's office had reported a total of 410 homicides with 16 of those including fatal police shootings, all within the same time period.
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Main article: Chicago Public Schools[image: External link]
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 Schools and libraries




Chicago Public Schools[image: External link] (CPS) is the governing body of the school district[image: External link] that contains over 600 public elementary and high schools citywide, including several selective-admission magnet schools. There are eleven selective enrollment high schools in the Chicago Public Schools,[247] designed to meet the needs of Chicago's most academically advanced students. These schools offer a rigorous curriculum with mainly honors and Advanced Placement[image: External link] (AP) courses.[248] Northside College Preparatory High School[image: External link] is ranked number one in the city of Chicago and the state of Illinois.[249] Walter Payton College Prep High School[image: External link] is ranked second, Jones College Prep[image: External link] is third, and the oldest magnet school in the city, Whitney M. Young Magnet High School[image: External link], which was opened in 1975, is ranked fourth.[250] The magnet school with the largest enrollment is Lane Technical College Prep High School[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Lane is one of the oldest schools in Chicago and in 2012 was designated a National Blue Ribbon School[image: External link] by the U.S. Department of Education.[251]

Chicago high school rankings are determined by the average test scores on state achievement tests.[252] The district, with an enrollment exceeding 400,545 students (2013–2014 20th Day Enrollment), is the third-largest in the U.S.[253] On September 10, 2012, teachers for the Chicago Teachers Union went on strike for the first time since 1987 over pay, resources and other issues.[254] According to data compiled in 2014, Chicago's "choice system", where students who test or apply and may attend one of a number of public high schools (there are about 130), sorts students of different achievement levels into different schools (high performing, middle performing, and low performing schools).[255]

Chicago has a network of Lutheran schools[image: External link],[256] and several private schools are run by other denominations and faiths, such as the Ida Crown Jewish Academy[image: External link] in West Ridge[image: External link]. Several private schools are completely secular, such as the Latin School of Chicago[image: External link] in the Near North Side neighborhood, the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools[image: External link] in Hyde Park, the British School of Chicago[image: External link] and the Francis W. Parker School[image: External link] in Lincoln Park, the Lycée Français de Chicago[image: External link] in Uptown, the Feltre School[image: External link] in River North[image: External link] and the Morgan Park Academy[image: External link]. There are also the private Chicago Academy for the Arts[image: External link], a high school focused on six different categories of the arts and the public Chicago High School for the Arts[image: External link], a high school focused on five categories (visual arts, theatre, musical theatre, dance, and music) of the arts.[citation needed[image: External link]][257]

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago[image: External link] operates Catholic schools[image: External link], that include Jesuit preparatory schools[image: External link] and others including St. Rita of Cascia High School[image: External link], De La Salle Institute[image: External link], Josephinum Academy[image: External link], DePaul College Prep[image: External link], Cristo Rey Jesuit High School[image: External link], Brother Rice High School[image: External link], St. Ignatius College Preparatory School[image: External link], Mount Carmel High School[image: External link], Queen of Peace High School[image: External link], Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School[image: External link], Marist High School[image: External link], St. Patrick High School[image: External link] and Resurrection High School[image: External link].

The Chicago Public Library[image: External link] system operates 79 public libraries, including the central library, two regional libraries, and numerous branches distributed throughout the city.
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For a more comprehensive list, see List of colleges and universities in Chicago[image: External link].

Since the 1850s, Chicago has been a world center of higher education and research with several universities that are in the city proper or in the immediate environs. These institutions consistently rank among the top "National Universities" in the United States, as determined by U.S. News & World Report[image: External link]. Top universities in Chicago are: the University of Chicago[image: External link]; Illinois Institute of Technology[image: External link]; Northwestern University; Loyola University Chicago[image: External link]; DePaul University[image: External link]; Columbia College Chicago[image: External link] and University of Illinois at Chicago[image: External link]. Other notable schools include: Chicago State University[image: External link]; the School of the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link], the Illinois Institute of Art – Chicago[image: External link]; East–West University[image: External link]; National Louis University[image: External link]; North Park University[image: External link]; Northeastern Illinois University[image: External link]; Robert Morris University Illinois[image: External link]; Roosevelt University[image: External link]; Saint Xavier University[image: External link]; Rush University[image: External link]; and Shimer College[image: External link].[258]

William Rainey Harper[image: External link], the first president of the University of Chicago, was instrumental in the creation of the junior college[image: External link] concept, establishing nearby Joliet Junior College[image: External link] as the first in the nation in 1901.[259] His legacy continues with the multiple community colleges[image: External link] in the Chicago proper, including the seven City Colleges of Chicago[image: External link]: Richard J. Daley College[image: External link], Kennedy–King College[image: External link], Malcolm X College[image: External link], Olive–Harvey College[image: External link], Truman College[image: External link], Harold Washington College[image: External link] and Wilbur Wright College[image: External link], in addition to the privately held MacCormac College[image: External link].

Chicago also has a high concentration of post-baccalaureate institutions, graduate schools, seminaries, and theological schools, such as the Adler School of Professional Psychology[image: External link], The Chicago School of Professional Psychology[image: External link], the Erikson Institute[image: External link], The Institute for Clinical Social Work[image: External link], the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago[image: External link], the Catholic Theological Union[image: External link], the Moody Bible Institute[image: External link], the John Marshall Law School[image: External link] and the University of Chicago Divinity School[image: External link].
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Further information: Media in Chicago[image: External link], List of fiction set in Chicago[image: External link], and Chicago International Film Festival[image: External link]


The Chicago metropolitan area is the third-largest media market in North America, after New York City and Los Angeles.[260] Each of the big four U.S. television networks[image: External link], CBS[image: External link], ABC[image: External link], NBC[image: External link] and Fox[image: External link], directly owns and operates a high-definition television[image: External link] station in Chicago ( WBBM[image: External link] 2, WLS[image: External link] 7, WMAQ[image: External link] 5 and WFLD[image: External link] 32, respectively). Former CW[image: External link] affiliate WGN-TV[image: External link] 9, which is owned by the Tribune Media[image: External link], is carried with some programming differences, as "WGN America[image: External link]" on cable and satellite TV[image: External link] nationwide and in parts of the Caribbean. The city has also been the base of several talk shows, including, formerly, The Oprah Winfrey Show[image: External link]. Chicago Public Radio[image: External link] produces programs such as PRI[image: External link]'s This American Life[image: External link] and NPR[image: External link]'s Wait Wait...Don't Tell Me![image: External link] The city also has two PBS member stations: WTTW[image: External link] 11, producer of shows such as Sneak Previews[image: External link], The Frugal Gourmet[image: External link], Lamb Chop's Play-Along[image: External link] and The McLaughlin Group[image: External link], just to name a few, and WYCC[image: External link] 20.

Two major daily newspapers are published in Chicago: the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] and the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link], with the Tribune having the larger circulation. There are also several regional and special-interest newspapers and magazines, such as Chicago[image: External link], the Dziennik Związkowy (Polish Daily News )[image: External link], Draugas[image: External link] (the Lithuanian daily newspaper), the Chicago Reader[image: External link], the SouthtownStar[image: External link], the Chicago Defender[image: External link], the Daily Herald[image: External link], Newcity[image: External link],[261][262] StreetWise[image: External link] and the Windy City Times[image: External link]. The entertainment and cultural magazine Time Out Chicago[image: External link] and GRAB[image: External link] magazine are also published in the city, as well as local music magazine Chicago Innerview[image: External link]. In addition, Chicago is the recent home of satirical national news outlet, The Onion[image: External link], as well as its sister pop-culture publication, The A.V. Club[image: External link].[263]

Since the 1980s, many motion pictures have been filmed and/or set in the city such as The Blues Brothers[image: External link], Brewster's Millions[image: External link], Ferris Bueller's Day Off[image: External link], Sixteen Candles[image: External link], Home Alone[image: External link], The Fugitive[image: External link], I, Robot[image: External link], Mean Girls[image: External link], Wanted[image: External link], Batman Begins[image: External link], The Dark Knight[image: External link], Transformers: Dark of the Moon[image: External link], Transformers: Age of Extinction[image: External link], Divergent[image: External link], Insurgent[image: External link], Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link], Sinister 2[image: External link] and Suicide Squad[image: External link].

Chicago has also been the setting for many popular television shows, including the situation comedies Perfect Strangers[image: External link] and its spinoff Family Matters[image: External link], Punky Brewster[image: External link], Married... with Children[image: External link], Kenan & Kel[image: External link], Still Standing[image: External link], The League[image: External link], The Bob Newhart Show[image: External link], and Shake It Up[image: External link]. The city served as the venue for the medical dramas ER[image: External link] and Chicago Hope[image: External link], as well as the fantasy drama series Early Edition[image: External link] and the 2005–2009 drama Prison Break[image: External link]. Discovery Channel[image: External link] films two shows in Chicago: Cook County Jail[image: External link] and the Chicago version of Cash Cab[image: External link]. Chicago is currently the setting for CBS's The Good Wife[image: External link] and Mike and Molly[image: External link], Showtime's Shameless[image: External link], and NBC's Chicago Fire[image: External link], Chicago P.D.[image: External link] and Chicago Med[image: External link].[264]

Chicago has five 50,000 watt AM radio stations[image: External link]: the CBS Radio[image: External link]-owned WBBM[image: External link] and WSCR[image: External link]; the Tribune Broadcasting[image: External link]-owned WGN[image: External link]; the Cumulus Media[image: External link]-owned WLS[image: External link]; and the ESPN Radio[image: External link]-owned WMVP[image: External link]. Chicago is also home to a number of national radio shows, including Beyond the Beltway[image: External link] with Bruce DuMont[image: External link] on Sunday evenings.

Chicago is also featured in a few video games, including Watch Dogs[image: External link] and Midtown Madness[image: External link], a real-life, car-driving simulation game. In 2005, indie rock[image: External link] artist Sufjan Stevens[image: External link] created a concept album about Illinois titled Illinois[image: External link]; many of its songs were about Chicago and its history.
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Further information: Transportation in Chicago[image: External link]


Chicago is a major transportation hub in the United States. It is an important component in global distribution, as it is the third-largest inter-modal port in the world after Hong Kong[image: External link] and Singapore[image: External link].[265]
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Further information: Roads and expressways in Chicago[image: External link]


Seven mainline and four auxiliary interstate highways[image: External link] ( 55[image: External link], 57[image: External link], 65[image: External link] (only in Indiana), 80[image: External link] (also in Indiana[image: External link]), 88[image: External link], 90[image: External link] (also in Indiana[image: External link]), 94[image: External link] (also in Indiana[image: External link]), 190[image: External link], 290[image: External link], 294[image: External link], and 355[image: External link]) run through Chicago and its suburbs. Segments that link to the city center are named after influential politicians, with three of them named after former U.S. Presidents (Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Reagan) and one named after two-time Democratic candidate Adlai Stevenson[image: External link].

The Kennedy[image: External link] and Dan Ryan[image: External link] Expressways are the busiest state maintained routes in the entire state of Illinois.[266]
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The Regional Transportation Authority[image: External link] (RTA) coordinates the operation of the three service boards: CTA, Metra, and Pace.


	The Chicago Transit Authority[image: External link] (CTA) handles public transportation in the City of Chicago and a few adjacent suburbs outside of the Chicago city limits. The CTA operates an extensive network of buses and a rapid transit[image: External link] elevated and subway system known as the 'L'[image: External link] (for "elevated"), with lines designated by colors. These rapid transit lines also serve both Midway[image: External link] and O'Hare Airports[image: External link]. The CTA's rail lines consist of the Red[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Green[image: External link], Orange[image: External link], Brown[image: External link], Purple[image: External link], Pink[image: External link], and Yellow[image: External link] lines. Both the Red and Blue lines offer 24‑hour service which makes Chicago one of a handful of cities around the world (and one of two in the United States, the other being New York City) to offer rail service 24 hours a day, every day of the year, within the city's limits.

	
Metra[image: External link], the nation's second-most used passenger regional rail network, operates an 11-line commuter rail[image: External link] service in Chicago and throughout the Chicago suburbs. The Metra Electric Line[image: External link] shares its trackage with Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District's South Shore Line[image: External link], which provides commuter service between South Bend[image: External link] and Chicago.

	
Pace[image: External link] provides bus and paratransit[image: External link] service in over 200 surrounding suburbs with some extensions into the city as well. A 2005 study found that one quarter of commuters used public transit.[267]




Greyhound Lines[image: External link] provides inter-city bus service to and from the city, and Chicago is also the hub for the Midwest network of Megabus (North America)[image: External link].
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 Passenger rail




Amtrak[image: External link] long distance and commuter rail[image: External link] services originate from Union Station[image: External link]. Chicago is one of the largest hubs of passenger rail service in the nation. The services terminate in San Francisco, Washington, D.C., New York City, Indianapolis[image: External link], New Orleans, Portland[image: External link], Seattle, Milwaukee[image: External link], Quincy[image: External link], St. Louis[image: External link], Carbondale[image: External link], Boston, Grand Rapids[image: External link], Port Huron[image: External link], Pontiac[image: External link], Los Angeles, and San Antonio[image: External link]. An attempt was made in the early 20th century to link Chicago with New York City via the Chicago – New York Electric Air Line Railroad[image: External link]. Parts of this were built, but it was never completed.
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 Bicycle-sharing system




Chicago's Department of Transportation[image: External link] oversees operation of Divvy[image: External link], North America's largest bicycle-sharing system[image: External link] (by geography), allowing residents and visitors the ability to check out public bikes from any of hundreds of automated stations located over a large area of the city, take them for short rides, and return them to any station of their choosing.[268] Divvy was initially launched in 2013 with 750 bikes and 75 docking stations[269] and has since expanded to 5,800 bikes and 580 stations as of December 2016.[270]
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 Freight rail




Chicago is the largest hub in the railroad industry.[271] Six of the seven Class I railroads[image: External link] meet in Chicago, with the exception being the Kansas City Southern Railway[image: External link].[272] As of 2002, severe freight train congestion caused trains to take as long to get through the Chicago region as it took to get there from the West Coast of the country (about 2 days).[273] According to U.S. Department of Transportation, the volume of imported and exported goods transported via rail to, from, or through Chicago is forecast to increase nearly 150 percent between 2010 and 2040.[274] CREATE, the Chicago Region Environmental and Transport Efficiency program, comprises about 70 programs, including crossovers, overpasses and underpasses, that intend to significantly improve the speed of freight movements in the Chicago area.[275]
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 Airports




Further information: Transportation in Chicago § Airports[image: External link]


Chicago is served by O'Hare International Airport[image: External link], the world's second-busiest airport measured by airline operations,[276] on the far Northwest Side, and Midway International Airport[image: External link] on the Southwest Side. In 2005, O'Hare was the world's busiest airport by aircraft movements and the second-busiest by total passenger traffic.[277] Both O'Hare and Midway are owned and operated by the City of Chicago. Gary/Chicago International Airport[image: External link] and Chicago Rockford International Airport[image: External link], located in Gary, Indiana[image: External link] and Rockford, Illinois[image: External link], respectively, can serve as alternate Chicago area airports, however they do not offer as many commercial flights as O'Hare and Midway. In recent years the state of Illinois has been leaning towards building an entirely new airport[image: External link] in the Illinois suburbs of Chicago.[278] The City of Chicago is the world headquarters for United Airlines[image: External link], the world's third-largest airline.
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 Port authority




Main article: Port of Chicago[image: External link]


The Port of Chicago consists of several major port facilities within the city of Chicago operated by the Illinois International Port District (formerly known as the Chicago Regional Port District). The central element of the Port District, Calumet Harbor, is maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link].[279]


	Iroquois Landing Lakefront Terminal: at the mouth of the Calumet River, it includes 100 acres (0.40 km2) of warehouses and facilities on Lake Michigan with over 780,000 square meters (8,390,000 square feet) of storage.

	Lake Calumet terminal: located at the union of the Grand Calumet River[image: External link] and Little Calumet River[image: External link] 6 miles (9.7 km) inland from Lake Michigan. Includes three transit sheds totaling over 29,000 square meters (315,000 square feet) adjacent to over 900 linear meters (3,000 linear feet) of ship and barge berthing.

	Grain (14 million bushels) and bulk liquid (800,000 barrels) storage facilities along Lake Calumet[image: External link].

	The Illinois International Port district also operates Foreign trade zone[image: External link] No. 22, which extends 60 miles (97 km) from Chicago's city limits.
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 Utilities




Electricity for most of northern Illinois[image: External link] is provided by Commonwealth Edison[image: External link], also known as ComEd. Their service territory borders Iroquois County[image: External link] to the south, the Wisconsin[image: External link] border to the north, the Iowa[image: External link] border to the west and the Indiana[image: External link] border to the east. In northern Illinois, ComEd (a division of Exelon[image: External link]) operates the greatest number of nuclear generating plants in any US state. Because of this, ComEd reports indicate that Chicago receives about 75% of its electricity from nuclear power. Recently, the city began installing wind turbines on government buildings to promote renewable energy.[280][281][282]

Natural gas is provided by Peoples Gas, a subsidiary of Integrys Energy Group[image: External link], which is headquartered in Chicago.

Domestic and industrial waste was once incinerated but it is now landfilled[image: External link], mainly in the Calumet area[image: External link]. From 1995 to 2008, the city had a blue bag[image: External link] program to divert recyclable refuse from landfills.[283] Because of low participation in the blue bag programs, the city began a pilot program for blue bin recycling like other cities. This proved successful and blue bins were rolled out across the city.[284]
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 Health systems




The Illinois Medical District[image: External link] is on the Near West Side. It includes Rush University Medical Center[image: External link], ranked as the second best hospital in the Chicago metropolitan area by U.S. News & World Report for 2014–15, the University of Illinois Medical Center at Chicago[image: External link], Jesse Brown VA Hospital, and John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County[image: External link], one of the busiest trauma centers in the nation.[285]

Two of the country's premier academic medical centers reside in Chicago, including Northwestern Memorial Hospital[image: External link] and the University of Chicago Medical Center[image: External link]. The Chicago campus of Northwestern University includes the Feinberg School of Medicine[image: External link]; Northwestern Memorial Hospital[image: External link], which is ranked as the best hospital in the Chicago metropolitan area by U.S. News & World Report for 2010–11;[286] the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago[image: External link], which is ranked the best U.S. rehabilitation hospital by U.S. News & World Report;[287] the new Prentice Women's Hospital[image: External link]; and Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago.

The University of Illinois College of Medicine[image: External link] at UIC is the second largest medical school in the United States (2,600 students including those at campuses in Peoria, Rockford and Urbana–Champaign[image: External link]).[288]

In addition, the Chicago Medical School[image: External link] and Loyola University Chicago's Stritch School of Medicine[image: External link] are located in the suburbs of North Chicago[image: External link] and Maywood[image: External link], respectively. The Midwestern University[image: External link] Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine[image: External link] is in Downers Grove[image: External link].

The American Medical Association[image: External link], Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education[image: External link], Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education[image: External link], American Osteopathic Association[image: External link], American Dental Association[image: External link], Academy of General Dentistry[image: External link], Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics[image: External link], American Association of Nurse Anesthetists[image: External link], American College of Surgeons[image: External link], American Society for Clinical Pathology[image: External link], American College of Healthcare Executives, the American Hospital Association[image: External link] and Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association[image: External link] are all based in Chicago.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Chicago[image: External link]
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 Sister cities




See also: List of diplomatic missions and trade organizations in Chicago[image: External link]


Chicago has 28 sister cities[image: External link] around the world.[289] Like Chicago, many of them are or were the second-most populous city or second-most influential city[image: External link] of their country, or they are the main city of a country that has had large amounts of immigrants settle in Chicago. These relationships have sought to promote economic, cultural, educational, and other ties.[290]

To celebrate the sister cities, Chicago hosts a yearly festival in Daley Plaza[image: External link], which features cultural acts and food tastings from the other cities.[289] In addition, the Chicago Sister Cities program hosts a number of delegation and formal exchanges.[289] In some cases, these exchanges have led to further informal collaborations, such as the academic relationship between the Buehler Center on Aging, Health & Society at the Feinberg School of Medicine[image: External link] of Northwestern University and the Institute of Gerontology of Ukraine (originally of the Soviet Union[image: External link]), that was originally established as part of the Chicago-Kiev sister cities program.[291]

Sister cities[289]



	
Warsaw[image: External link] (Poland) 1960


	
Milan[image: External link] (Italy) 1973


	
Osaka[image: External link] (Japan) 1973


	
Casablanca[image: External link] (Morocco) 1982


	
Shanghai[image: External link] (China) 1985


	
Shenyang[image: External link] (China) 1985


	
Gothenburg[image: External link] (Sweden) 1987


	
Accra[image: External link] (Ghana) 1989


	
Prague[image: External link] (Czech Republic) 1990[292]


	
Kiev[image: External link] (Ukraine) 1991


	
Mexico City[image: External link] (Mexico) 1991


	
Toronto[image: External link] (Canada) 1991


	
Birmingham[image: External link] (United Kingdom) 1993


	
Vilnius[image: External link] (Lithuania) 1993


	
Hamburg[image: External link] (Germany) 1994


	
Petah Tikva[image: External link] (Israel) 1994


	
Paris[image: External link] (France) 1996 (friendship and cooperation agreement only)[293]


	
Athens[image: External link] (Greece) 1997[c]


	
Durban[image: External link] (South Africa) 1997


	
Galway[image: External link] (Ireland) 1997


	
Moscow[image: External link] (Russia) 1997


	
Lucerne[image: External link] (Switzerland) 1998[294]


	
Delhi[image: External link] (India) 2001


	
Amman[image: External link] (Jordan) 2004


	
Belgrade[image: External link] (Serbia) 2005


	
São Paulo[image: External link] (Brazil) 2007 [295]


	
Lahore[image: External link] (Pakistan) 2007


	
Busan[image: External link] (South Korea) 2007


	
Bogotá[image: External link] (Colombia) 2009
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 See also





	Chicago Wilderness[image: External link]

	List of cities with the most skyscrapers[image: External link]

	List of fiction set in Chicago[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Central Chicago[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in North Side Chicago[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in South Side Chicago[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in West Side Chicago[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ a b Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the expected highest and lowest temperature readings at any point during the year or given month) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official records for Chicago were kept at various locations in downtown from January 1871 to 31 December 1925, University of Chicago from 1 January 1926 to 30 June 1942, Midway Airport from 1 July 1942 to 16 January 1980, and at O'Hare Airport since 17 January 1980.[123][124]


	
^ Not according official list of Greek government[image: External link](PDF)
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United States






"United States of America", "America", "US", "U.S.", "USA", and "U.S.A." redirect here. For the landmass encompassing North[image: External link] and South[image: External link] America, see Americas[image: External link]. For other uses, see America (disambiguation)[image: External link], US (disambiguation)[image: External link], USA (disambiguation)[image: External link], and United States (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 40°N 100°W[image: External link]

The United States of America /e'merIke /[image: External link] (USA), commonly known as the United States (U.S.) or America, is a constitutional[image: External link] federal republic[image: External link] composed of 50 states[image: External link], a federal district, five major self-governing territories[image: External link], and various possessions[image: External link].[fn 6] Forty-eight of the fifty states and the federal district[image: External link] are contiguous and located in North America[image: External link] between Canada[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link]. The state of Alaska[image: External link] is in the northwest corner of North America, bordered by Canada to the east and across the Bering Strait[image: External link] from Russia[image: External link] to the west. The state of Hawaii[image: External link] is an archipelago[image: External link] in the mid-Pacific Ocean[image: External link]. The U.S. territories[image: External link] are scattered about the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea[image: External link]. Nine time zones[image: External link] are covered. The geography[image: External link], climate[image: External link] and wildlife[image: External link] of the country are extremely diverse.[20]

At 3.8 million square miles (9.8 million km2)[11] and with over 324 million people, the United States is the world's third- or fourth-largest country by total area[image: External link],[fn 7] third-largest by land area, and the third-most populous[image: External link]. It is one of the world's most ethnically diverse[image: External link] and multicultural[image: External link] nations, and is home to the world's largest immigrant population[image: External link].[25] The capital is Washington, D.C., and the largest city is New York City[image: External link]; nine other major metropolitan areas[image: External link]—each with at least 4.5 million inhabitants and the largest having more than 13 million people—are Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link], Miami[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link], Boston[image: External link], and San Francisco[image: External link].

Paleo-Indians migrated from Asia[image: External link] to the North American mainland at least 15,000 years ago.[26] European colonization[image: External link] began in the 16th century. The United States emerged from 13 British colonies along the East Coast[image: External link]. Numerous disputes between Great Britain[image: External link] and the colonies following the Seven Years' War[image: External link] led to the American Revolution, which began in 1775. On July 4, 1776, during the course of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link], the colonies[image: External link] unanimously adopted the Declaration of Independence. The war ended in 1783 with recognition of the independence of the United States[image: External link] by Great Britain[image: External link], representing the first successful war of independence against a European power[image: External link].[27] The current constitution[image: External link] was adopted in 1788, after the Articles of Confederation, adopted in 1781, were felt to have provided inadequate federal powers. The first ten amendments, collectively named the Bill of Rights, were ratified in 1791 and designed to guarantee many fundamental civil liberties[image: External link].

The United States embarked on a vigorous expansion across North America throughout the 19th century,[28] displacing Native American tribes[image: External link], acquiring new territories[image: External link], and gradually admitting new states[image: External link] until it spanned the continent by 1848.[28] During the second half of the 19th century, the American Civil War[image: External link] led to the end of legal slavery in the country[image: External link].[29][30] By the end of that century, the United States extended into the Pacific Ocean,[31] and its economy, driven in large part by the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], began to soar.[32] The Spanish–American War[image: External link] and World War I[image: External link] confirmed the country's status as a global military power. The United States emerged from World War II[image: External link] as a global superpower[image: External link], the first country to develop nuclear weapons[image: External link], the only country to use them[image: External link] in warfare, and a permanent member[image: External link] of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link]. The end of the Cold War[image: External link] and the dissolution of the Soviet Union[image: External link] in 1991 left the United States as the world's sole superpower[image: External link].[33] The U.S. is a founding member of the United Nations[image: External link], World Bank[image: External link], International Monetary Fund[image: External link], Organization of American States[image: External link] (OAS), and other international organizations.

The United States is a highly developed country[image: External link], with the world's largest economy by nominal GDP[image: External link] and second-largest economy by PPP[image: External link]. Though its population is only 4.3% of the world total,[34] Americans hold nearly 40% of the total wealth in the world.[35] The United States ranks among the highest[image: External link] in several measures of socioeconomic performance, including average wage[image: External link],[36] human development[image: External link], per capita GDP[image: External link], and productivity per person.[37] While the U.S. economy[image: External link] is considered post-industrial[image: External link], characterized by the dominance of services[image: External link] and knowledge economy[image: External link], the manufacturing sector remains the second-largest in the world.[38] Accounting for approximately a quarter of global GDP[39] and a third of global military spending[image: External link],[40] the United States is the world's foremost economic and military[image: External link] power. The United States is a prominent political and cultural[image: External link] force internationally, and a leader in scientific research and technological[image: External link] innovations[image: External link].[41]
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 Etymology




See also: Naming of America[image: External link], Names for United States citizens[image: External link], and American (word)[image: External link]


In 1507, the German cartographer Martin Waldseemüller[image: External link] produced a world map on which he named the lands of the Western Hemisphere "America"[image: External link] in honor of the Italian explorer and cartographer Amerigo Vespucci[image: External link] ( Latin[image: External link]: Americus Vespucius).[42] The first documentary evidence of the phrase "United States of America" is from a letter dated January 2, 1776, written by Stephen Moylan[image: External link], Esq., George Washington's aide-de-camp and Muster-Master General of the Continental Army. Addressed to Lt. Col. Joseph Reed[image: External link], Moylan expressed his wish to carry the "full and ample powers of the United States of America" to Spain to assist in the revolutionary war effort.[44][45][46]

The first known publication of the phrase "United States of America" was in an anonymous essay in The Virginia Gazette[image: External link] newspaper in Williamsburg, Virginia, on April 6, 1776.[47][48] The second draft of the Articles of Confederation, prepared by John Dickinson[image: External link] and completed by June 17, 1776, at the latest, declared "The name of this Confederation shall be the 'United States of America.'"[49] The final version of the Articles sent to the states for ratification in late 1777 contains the sentence "The Stile of this Confederacy shall be 'The United States of America'".[50] In June 1776, Thomas Jefferson wrote the phrase "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" in all capitalized letters in the headline of his "original Rough draught" of the Declaration of Independence.[51][52] This draft of the document did not surface until June 21, 1776, and it is unclear whether it was written before or after Dickinson used the term in his June 17 draft of the Articles of Confederation.[49] In the final Fourth of July[image: External link] version of the Declaration, the title was changed to read, "The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America".[53] The preamble[image: External link] of the Constitution[image: External link] states "...establish this Constitution for the United States of America."

The short form "United States" is also standard. Other common forms are the "U.S.", the "USA", and "America". Colloquial names are the "U.S. of A." and, internationally, the "States". " Columbia[image: External link]", a name popular in poetry and songs of the late 18th century, derives its origin from Christopher Columbus[image: External link]; it appears in the name "District of Columbia".[54] In non-English languages, the name is frequently the translation of either the "United States" or "United States of America", and colloquially as "America". In addition, an abbreviation (e.g. USA) is sometimes used.[55]

The phrase "United States" was originally plural, a description of a collection of independent states—e.g., "the United States are"—including in the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], ratified in 1865. The singular form—e.g., "the United States is"—became popular after the end of the American Civil War. The singular form is now standard; the plural form is retained in the idiom "these United States".[56] The difference is more significant than usage; it is a difference between a collection of states and a unit.[57]

A citizen of the United States is an " American[image: External link]". "United States", "American" and "U.S." refer to the country adjectivally ("American values", "U.S. forces"). In English, the word " American[image: External link]" rarely refers to topics or subjects not connected with the United States.[58]
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 History




Main articles: History of the United States[image: External link], Timeline of United States history[image: External link], American business history[image: External link], Economic history of the United States[image: External link], and Labor history of the United States[image: External link]
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 Indigenous and European contact




Further information: Pre-Columbian era[image: External link] and Colonial history of the United States[image: External link]


The first inhabitants of North America[image: External link] migrated from Siberia[image: External link] by way of the Bering land bridge[image: External link] and arrived at least 15,000 years ago, though increasing evidence suggests an even earlier arrival.[26] Some, such as the pre-Columbian[image: External link] Mississippian culture[image: External link], developed advanced agriculture, grand architecture, and state-level societies.[59] The first Europeans to arrive in territory of the modern United States were Spanish conquistadors[image: External link] such as Juan Ponce de León[image: External link], and made their first contacts in Florida[image: External link] in 1513. The native population declined[image: External link] for various reasons, primarily from diseases such as smallpox[image: External link] and measles[image: External link]. Violence was not a significant factor in the overall decline among Native Americans[image: External link], though conflict among themselves and with Europeans affected specific tribes and various colonial settlements.[60][61][62][63][64][65] In the Hawaiian Islands[image: External link], the earliest indigenous inhabitants arrived around 1 AD from Polynesia[image: External link]. Europeans under the British explorer Captain James Cook[image: External link] arrived in the Hawaiian Islands in 1778.

In the early days of colonization, many European settlers were subject to food shortages, disease, and attacks from Native Americans. Native Americans were also often at war with neighboring tribes and allied with Europeans in their colonial wars. At the same time, however, many natives and settlers came to depend on each other. Settlers traded for food and animal pelts, natives for guns, ammunition and other European wares.[66] Natives taught many settlers where, when and how to cultivate corn, beans and squash. European missionaries and others felt it was important to "civilize" the Native Americans and urged them to adopt European agricultural techniques and lifestyles.[67][68]
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 Settlements




Further information: European colonization of the Americas[image: External link] and Thirteen Colonies


After Spain sent Columbus[image: External link] on his first voyage[image: External link] to the New World[image: External link] in 1492, other explorers followed. The Spanish set up small settlements in New Mexico and Florida. France had several small settlements along the Mississippi River[image: External link]. Successful English settlement[image: External link] on the eastern coast of North America began with the Virginia Colony in 1607 at Jamestown[image: External link] and the Pilgrims'[image: External link] Plymouth Colony[image: External link] in 1620. Early experiments in communal living failed until the introduction of private farm holdings.[69] Many settlers were dissenting Christian groups[image: External link] who came seeking religious freedom[image: External link]. The continent's first elected legislative assembly, Virginia's House of Burgesses[image: External link] created in 1619, the Mayflower Compact[image: External link], signed by the Pilgrims before disembarking, and the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut[image: External link], established precedents for the pattern of representative self-government and constitutionalism that would develop throughout the American colonies.[70][71]

Most settlers in every colony were small farmers, but other industries developed within a few decades as varied as the settlements. Cash crops[image: External link] included tobacco, rice and wheat. Extraction industries grew up in furs, fishing and lumber. Manufacturers produced rum and ships, and by the late colonial period Americans were producing one-seventh of the world's iron supply.[72] Cities eventually dotted the coast to support local economies and serve as trade hubs. English colonists were supplemented by waves of Scotch-Irish[image: External link] and other groups. As coastal land grew more expensive freed indentured servants[image: External link] pushed further west.[73]

Slave cultivation of cash crops began with the Spanish in the 1500s, and was adopted by the English, but life expectancy was much higher in North America because of less disease and better food and treatment, leading to a rapid increase in the numbers of slaves.[74][75][76] Colonial society was largely divided over the religious and moral implications of slavery and colonies passed acts for and against the practice.[77][78] But by the turn of the 18th century, African slaves were replacing indentured servants for cash crop labor, especially in southern regions.[79]

With the British colonization of Georgia[image: External link] in 1732, the 13 colonies that would become the United States of America were established.[80] All had local governments with elections open to most free men, with a growing devotion to the ancient rights of Englishmen[image: External link] and a sense of self-government stimulating support for republicanism.[81] With extremely high birth rates, low death rates, and steady settlement, the colonial population grew rapidly. Relatively small Native American populations were eclipsed.[82] The Christian revivalist[image: External link] movement of the 1730s and 1740s known as the Great Awakening[image: External link] fueled interest in both religion and religious liberty.[83]

During the Seven Years' War[image: External link] (in America, known as the French and Indian War[image: External link]), British forces seized Canada from the French, but the francophone[image: External link] population remained politically isolated from the southern colonies. Excluding the Native Americans[image: External link], who were being conquered and displaced, the 13 British colonies had a population of over 2.1 million in 1770, about one-third that of Britain. Despite continuing new arrivals, the rate of natural increase was such that by the 1770s only a small minority of Americans had been born overseas.[84] The colonies' distance from Britain had allowed the development of self-government, but their success motivated monarchs to periodically seek to reassert royal authority.[85]
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 Independence and expansion (1776–1865)




Further information: American Revolutionary War[image: External link], United States Declaration of Independence, American Revolution, and Territorial evolution of the United States[image: External link]


The American Revolutionary War was the first successful colonial war of independence against a European power. Americans had developed an ideology of "republicanism" asserting that government rested on the will of the people as expressed in their local legislatures. They demanded their rights as Englishmen[image: External link] and "no taxation without representation". The British insisted on administering the empire through Parliament, and the conflict escalated into war.[86]

Following the passage of the Lee Resolution[image: External link], on July 2, 1776, which was the actual vote for independence, the Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence on July 4, which proclaimed, in a long preamble, that humanity is created equal in their unalienable rights and that those rights were not being protected by Great Britain, and declared, in the words of the resolution, that the Thirteen Colonies were independent states and had no allegiance to the British crown in the United States. The fourth day of July is celebrated annually as Independence Day[image: External link]. In 1777, the Articles of Confederation established a weak government that operated until 1789.[87]

Britain recognized the independence of the United States following their defeat at Yorktown in 1781.[88] In the peace treaty of 1783[image: External link], American sovereignty was recognized from the Atlantic coast west to the Mississippi River. Nationalists led the Philadelphia Convention of 1787 in writing the United States Constitution[image: External link], ratified[image: External link] in state conventions in 1788. The federal government was reorganized into three branches, on the principle of creating salutary checks and balances, in 1789. George Washington, who had led the revolutionary army to victory, was the first president elected under the new constitution. The Bill of Rights, forbidding federal restriction of personal freedoms[image: External link] and guaranteeing a range of legal protections, was adopted in 1791.[89]

Although the federal government criminalized the international slave trade in 1808, after 1820, cultivation of the highly profitable cotton crop exploded in the Deep South[image: External link], and along with it, the slave population.[90][91][92] The Second Great Awakening[image: External link], especially 1800–1840, converted millions to evangelical[image: External link] Protestantism. In the North, it energized multiple social reform movements, including abolitionism[image: External link];[93] in the South, Methodists and Baptists proselytized among slave populations.[94]

Americans' eagerness to expand westward[image: External link] prompted a long series of American Indian Wars[image: External link].[95] The Louisiana Purchase of French-claimed territory in 1803 almost doubled the nation's area.[96] The War of 1812, declared against Britain over various grievances and fought to a draw, strengthened U.S. nationalism.[97] A series of military incursions into Florida led Spain to cede[image: External link] it and other Gulf Coast territory in 1819.[98] Expansion was aided by steam power[image: External link], when steamboats[image: External link] began traveling along America's large water systems, which were connected by new canals[image: External link], such as the Erie[image: External link] and the I&M[image: External link]; then, even faster railroads began their stretch across the nation's land.[99]

From 1820 to 1850, Jacksonian democracy[image: External link] began a set of reforms which included wider white male suffrage; it led to the rise of the Second Party System[image: External link] of Democrats and Whigs as the dominant parties from 1828 to 1854. The Trail of Tears[image: External link] in the 1830s exemplified the Indian removal policy[image: External link] that resettled Indians into the west on Indian reservations[image: External link]. The U.S. annexed the Republic of Texas[image: External link] in 1845 during a period of expansionist Manifest destiny[image: External link].[100] The 1846 Oregon Treaty[image: External link] with Britain led to U.S. control of the present-day American Northwest[image: External link].[101] Victory in the Mexican–American War[image: External link] resulted in the 1848 Mexican Cession[image: External link] of California and much of the present-day American Southwest.[102]

The California Gold Rush[image: External link] of 1848–49 spurred western migration and the creation of additional western states.[103] After the American Civil War[image: External link], new transcontinental railways[image: External link] made relocation easier for settlers, expanded internal trade and increased conflicts with Native Americans.[104] Over a half-century, the loss of the American bison[image: External link] (sometimes called "buffalo") was an existential blow to many Plains Indians[image: External link] cultures.[105] In 1869, a new Peace Policy[image: External link] sought to protect Native-Americans from abuses, avoid further war, and secure their eventual U.S. citizenship, although conflicts, including several of the largest Indian Wars, continued throughout the West into the 1900s.[106]
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 Civil War and Reconstruction Era




Further information: American Civil War[image: External link] and Reconstruction Era[image: External link]


Differences of opinion and social order[image: External link] between northern and southern states in early United States society, particularly regarding Black slavery[image: External link], ultimately led to the American Civil War.[107] Initially, states entering the Union alternated between slave and free states[image: External link], keeping a sectional balance in the Senate, while free states outstripped slave states in population and in the House of Representatives. But with additional western territory and more free-soil states, tensions between slave and free states mounted with arguments over federalism and disposition of the territories, whether and how to expand or restrict slavery.[108]

With the 1860 election of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], the first president from the largely anti-slavery Republican Party[image: External link], conventions in thirteen slave states ultimately declared secession and formed the Confederate States of America[image: External link], while the federal government maintained that secession was illegal.[108] The ensuing war was at first for Union, then after 1863 as casualties mounted and Lincoln delivered his Emancipation Proclamation[image: External link], a second war aim became abolition of slavery. The war remains the deadliest military conflict in American history, resulting in the deaths of approximately 618,000 soldiers as well as many civilians.[109]

Following the Union[image: External link] victory in 1865, three amendments[image: External link] were added to the U.S. Constitution: the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link] prohibited slavery, the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] provided citizenship to the nearly four million African Americans[image: External link] who had been slaves,[110] and the Fifteenth Amendment[image: External link] ensured that they had the right to vote. The war and its resolution led to a substantial increase in federal power[image: External link][111] aimed at reintegrating and rebuilding the Southern states while ensuring the rights of the newly freed slaves.

Southern white conservatives, calling themselves "Redeemers" took control after the end of Reconstruction. By the 1890–1910 period Jim Crow laws[image: External link] disenfranchised[image: External link] most blacks and some poor whites. Blacks faced racial segregation[image: External link], especially in the South.[112] Racial minorities occasionally experienced vigilante violence[image: External link].[113]
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 Industrialization




Main articles: Economic history of the United States[image: External link] and Technological and industrial history of the United States[image: External link]


In the North, urbanization and an unprecedented influx of immigrants[image: External link] from Southern and Eastern Europe supplied a surplus of labor for the country's industrialization and transformed its culture.[114] National infrastructure including telegraph[image: External link] and transcontinental railroads[image: External link] spurred economic growth and greater settlement and development of the American Old West[image: External link]. The later invention of electric light[image: External link] and the telephone[image: External link] would also affect communication and urban life.[115]

The end of the Indian Wars[image: External link] further expanded acreage under mechanical cultivation, increasing surpluses for international markets.[116] Mainland expansion was completed by the purchase of Alaska[image: External link] from Russia[image: External link] in 1867.[117] In 1893, pro-American elements in Hawaii overthrew[image: External link] the monarchy[image: External link] and formed the Republic of Hawaii[image: External link], which the U.S. annexed[image: External link] in 1898. Puerto Rico[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], and the Philippines[image: External link] were ceded by Spain in the same year, following the Spanish–American War[image: External link].[118]

Rapid economic development[image: External link] during the late 19th and early 20th centuries fostered the rise of many prominent industrialists. Tycoons[image: External link] like Cornelius Vanderbilt[image: External link], John D. Rockefeller[image: External link], and Andrew Carnegie[image: External link] led the nation's progress in railroad[image: External link], petroleum[image: External link], and steel[image: External link] industries. Banking became a major part of the economy, with J. P. Morgan[image: External link] playing a notable role. Edison[image: External link] and Tesla[image: External link] undertook the widespread distribution of electricity to industry, homes, and for street lighting. Henry Ford[image: External link] revolutionized the automotive industry[image: External link]. The American economy boomed, becoming the world's largest, and the United States achieved great power[image: External link] status.[119] These dramatic changes were accompanied by social unrest and the rise of populist[image: External link], socialist[image: External link], and anarchist[image: External link] movements.[120] This period eventually ended with the advent of the Progressive Era[image: External link], which saw significant reforms in many societal areas, including women's suffrage[image: External link], alcohol prohibition[image: External link], regulation of consumer goods, greater antitrust measures[image: External link] to ensure competition and attention to worker conditions.[121][122][123][124]
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 World War I, Great Depression, and World War II




Further information: World War I[image: External link], Great Depression[image: External link], and World War II[image: External link]


The United States remained neutral from the outbreak of World War I[image: External link], in 1914, until 1917 when it joined the war as an "associated power", alongside the formal Allies of World War I[image: External link], helping to turn the tide against the Central Powers[image: External link]. In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] took a leading diplomatic role at the Paris Peace Conference[image: External link] and advocated strongly for the U.S. to join the League of Nations[image: External link]. However, the Senate refused to approve this, and did not ratify the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link] that established the League of Nations.[125]

In 1920, the women's rights movement won passage of a constitutional amendment[image: External link] granting women's suffrage[image: External link].[126] The 1920s and 1930s saw the rise of radio[image: External link] for mass communication[image: External link] and the invention of early television[image: External link].[127] The prosperity of the Roaring Twenties[image: External link] ended with the Wall Street Crash of 1929[image: External link] and the onset of the Great Depression[image: External link]. After his election as president in 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] responded with the New Deal[image: External link], which included the establishment of the Social Security[image: External link] system.[128] The Great Migration[image: External link] of millions of African Americans out of the American South began before World War I and extended through the 1960s;[129] whereas the Dust Bowl[image: External link] of the mid-1930s impoverished many farming communities and spurred a new wave of western migration.[130]

At first effectively neutral during World War II[image: External link] while Germany conquered much of continental Europe, the United States began supplying material to the Allies[image: External link] in March 1941 through the Lend-Lease[image: External link] program. On December 7, 1941, the Empire of Japan[image: External link] launched a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link], prompting the United States to join the Allies against the Axis powers[image: External link].[131] During the war, the United States was referred as one of the "Four Policemen[image: External link]"[132] of Allies power who met to plan the postwar world, along with Britain, the Soviet Union and China.[133][134] Though the nation lost more than 400,000 soldiers,[135] it emerged relatively undamaged[image: External link] from the war with even greater economic and military influence.[136]

The United States played a leading role in the Bretton Woods[image: External link] and Yalta[image: External link] conferences with the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union and other Allies, which signed agreements on new international financial institutions and Europe's postwar reorganization. As an Allied victory was won in Europe[image: External link], a 1945 international conference[image: External link] held in San Francisco produced the United Nations Charter[image: External link], which became active after the war.[137] The United States developed the first nuclear weapons[image: External link] and used them on Japan in the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki[image: External link]; causing the Japanese to surrender[image: External link] on September 2, ending World War II.[138][139] Parades and celebrations followed in what is known as Victory Day[image: External link], or V-J Day.[140]
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 Cold War and civil rights era




Main articles: History of the United States (1945–64)[image: External link], History of the United States (1964–80)[image: External link], and History of the United States (1980–91)[image: External link]


Further information: Cold War[image: External link], Civil Rights Movement[image: External link], War on Poverty[image: External link], Space Race[image: External link], and Reaganomics[image: External link]


After World War II the United States and the Soviet Union[image: External link] jockeyed for power during what became known as the Cold War[image: External link], driven by an ideological divide between capitalism[image: External link] and communism[image: External link][141] and, according to the school of geopolitics[image: External link], a divide between the maritime Atlantic and the continental Eurasian camps. They dominated the military affairs of Europe[image: External link], with the U.S. and its NATO[image: External link] allies on one side and the USSR and its Warsaw Pact[image: External link] allies on the other. The U.S. developed a policy of containment[image: External link] towards the expansion of communist influence. While the U.S. and Soviet Union engaged in proxy wars[image: External link] and developed powerful nuclear arsenals, the two countries avoided direct military conflict.

The United States often opposed Third World[image: External link] movements that it viewed as Soviet-sponsored. American troops fought communist Chinese[image: External link] and North Korean[image: External link] forces in the Korean War[image: External link] of 1950–53.[142] The Soviet Union's 1957 launch of the first artificial satellite[image: External link] and its 1961 launch of the first manned spaceflight[image: External link] initiated a "Space Race[image: External link]" in which the United States became the first nation to land a man on the moon[image: External link] in 1969.[142] A proxy war in Southeast Asia eventually evolved into full American participation, as the Vietnam War[image: External link].

At home, the U.S. experienced sustained economic expansion[image: External link] and a rapid growth of its population[image: External link] and middle class. Construction of an Interstate Highway System[image: External link] transformed the nation's infrastructure over the following decades. Millions moved from farms and inner cities[image: External link] to large suburban[image: External link] housing developments.[143][144] In 1959 Hawaii[image: External link] became the 50th and last U.S. state added to the country.[145] The growing Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] used nonviolence[image: External link] to confront segregation and discrimination, with Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] becoming a prominent leader and figurehead. A combination of court decisions and legislation, culminating in the Civil Rights Act of 1968[image: External link], sought to end racial discrimination.[146][147][148] Meanwhile, a counterculture movement[image: External link] grew which was fueled by opposition to the Vietnam war[image: External link], black nationalism[image: External link], and the sexual revolution[image: External link].

The launch of a "War on Poverty[image: External link]" expanded entitlements and welfare spending, including the creation of Medicare[image: External link] and Medicaid[image: External link], two programs that provide health coverage to the elderly and poor, respectively, and the means-tested[image: External link] Food Stamp Program[image: External link] and Aid to Families with Dependent Children[image: External link].[149]

The 1970s and early 1980s saw the onset of stagflation[image: External link]. After his election in 1980, President Ronald Reagan[image: External link] responded to economic stagnation with free-market oriented reforms[image: External link]. Following the collapse of détente[image: External link], he abandoned "containment" and initiated the more aggressive " rollback[image: External link]" strategy towards the USSR.[150][151][152][153][154] After a surge in female labor participation over the previous decade, by 1985 the majority of women aged 16 and over were employed.[155]

The late 1980s brought a " thaw[image: External link]" in relations with the USSR, and its collapse[image: External link] in 1991 finally ended the Cold War.[156][157][158][159] This brought about unipolarity[image: External link][160] with the U.S. unchallenged as the world's dominant superpower. The concept of Pax Americana[image: External link], which had appeared in the post-World War II period, gained wide popularity as a term for the post-Cold War new world order.[image: External link]
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 Contemporary history




Main articles: History of the United States (1991–2008)[image: External link] and History of the United States (2008–present)[image: External link]


Further information: Gulf War[image: External link], September 11 attacks[image: External link], War on Terror[image: External link], 2008 financial crisis[image: External link], Affordable Care Act[image: External link], and Political positions of Donald Trump[image: External link]


After the Cold War, the conflict in the Middle East triggered a crisis in 1990, when Iraq[image: External link] under Sadaam Hussein[image: External link] invaded and attempted to annex Kuwait[image: External link], an ally of the United States. Fearing that the instability would spread to other regions, President George H.W. Bush[image: External link] launched Operation Desert Shield[image: External link], a defensive force buildup in Saudi Arabia, and Operation Desert Storm[image: External link], in a staging titled the Gulf War; waged by coalition forces[image: External link] from 34 nations, led by the United States against Iraq ending in the successful expulsion of Iraqi forces from Kuwait, restoring the former monarchy.[161]

Originating in U.S. defense networks[image: External link], the Internet[image: External link] spread to international academic networks, and then to the public in the 1990s, greatly affecting the global economy, society, and culture.[162]

Due to the dot-com boom[image: External link], stable monetary policy under Alan Greenspan[image: External link], and reduced social welfare spending[image: External link], the 1990s saw the longest economic expansion[image: External link] in modern U.S. history, ending in 2001.[163] Beginning in 1994, the U.S. entered into the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (NAFTA), linking 450 million people producing $17 trillion worth of goods and services. The goal of the agreement was to eliminate trade and investment barriers among the U.S., Canada, and Mexico by January 1, 2008. Trade among the three partners has soared since NAFTA went into force.[164]

On September 11, 2001[image: External link], Al-Qaeda[image: External link] terrorists struck the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City and the Pentagon[image: External link] near Washington, D.C., killing nearly 3,000 people.[165] In response, the United States launched the War on Terror[image: External link], which included war in Afghanistan[image: External link] and the 2003–11 Iraq War[image: External link].[166][167] In 2007, the Bush administration ordered a major troop surge in the Iraq War[image: External link],[168] which successfully reduced violence and led to greater stability in the region.[169][170]

Government policy designed to promote affordable housing,[171] widespread failures in corporate and regulatory governance,[172] and historically low interest rates set by the Federal Reserve[173] led to the mid-2000s housing bubble[image: External link], which culminated with the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link], the largest economic contraction in the nation's history since the Great Depression.[174] Barack Obama, the first African American[image: External link][175] and multiracial[image: External link][176] president, was elected in 2008[image: External link] amid the crisis,[177] and subsequently passed stimulus measures[image: External link] and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link] in an attempt to mitigate its negative effects. While the stimulus facilitated infrastructure improvements[178] and a relative decline in unemployment,[179] Dodd-Frank has had a negative impact on business investment and small banks.[180]

In 2010, the Obama administration passed the Affordable Care Act[image: External link], which made the most sweeping reforms to the nation's healthcare system[image: External link] in nearly five decades, including mandates[image: External link], subsidies[image: External link] and insurance exchanges[image: External link]. The law caused a significant reduction in the number and percentage of people without health insurance, with 24 million covered during 2016,[181] but remains controversial due to its impact on healthcare costs, insurance premiums, and economic performance.[182] Although the recession reached its trough in June 2009, voters remained frustrated with the slow pace of the economic recovery. The Republicans, who stood in opposition to Obama's policies, won control of the House of Representatives with a landslide in 2010[image: External link] and control of the Senate in 2014[image: External link].[183]

American forces in Iraq were withdrawn in large numbers in 2009 and 2010, and the war in the region was declared formally over in December 2011.[184] The withdrawal caused an escalation of sectarian insurgency[image: External link],[185] leading to the rise of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link], the successor of al-Qaeda in the region.[186] In 2014, Obama announced a restoration[image: External link] of full diplomatic relations with Cuba[image: External link] for the first time since 1961.[187] The next year, the United States as a member of the P5+1[image: External link] countries signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link], an agreement aimed to slow the development of Iran's nuclear program[image: External link].[188]

Donald Trump, the wealthiest president in U.S. history[image: External link] and the first president with no political or military experience prior to taking office,[189] was elected to office in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link].[190]
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 Geography, climate, and environment




Main articles: Geography of the United States[image: External link], Climate of the United States[image: External link], and Environment of the United States[image: External link]


The land area of the contiguous United States[image: External link] is 2,959,064 square miles (7,663,940.6 km2). Alaska, separated from the contiguous United States by Canada, is the largest state at 663,268 square miles (1,717,856.2 km2). Hawaii[image: External link], occupying an archipelago in the central Pacific[image: External link], southwest of North America, is 10,931 square miles (28,311 km2) in area. The populated territories of Puerto Rico[image: External link], American Samoa[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], and U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] together cover 9,185 square miles (23,789 km2).[191]

The United States is the world's third- or fourth-largest nation by total area[image: External link] (land and water), ranking behind Russia and Canada and just above or below China[image: External link]. The ranking varies depending on how two territories disputed by China and India[image: External link] are counted and how the total size of the United States is measured: calculations range from 3,676,486 square miles (9,522,055.0 km2)[192] to 3,717,813 square miles (9,629,091.5 km2)[193] to 3,796,742 square miles (9,833,516.6 km2)[10] to 3,805,927 square miles (9,857,306 km2).[11] Measured by only land area, the United States is third in size behind Russia and China, just ahead of Canada.[194]

The coastal plain of the Atlantic[image: External link] seaboard gives way further inland to deciduous[image: External link] forests and the rolling hills of the Piedmont[image: External link].[195] The Appalachian Mountains[image: External link] divide the eastern seaboard from the Great Lakes[image: External link] and the grasslands of the Midwest[image: External link].[196] The Mississippi[image: External link]–Missouri River[image: External link], the world's fourth longest river system[image: External link], runs mainly north–south through the heart of the country. The flat, fertile prairie[image: External link] of the Great Plains[image: External link] stretches to the west, interrupted by a highland region[image: External link] in the southeast.[196]

The Rocky Mountains[image: External link], at the western edge of the Great Plains, extend north to south across the country, reaching altitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m) in Colorado[image: External link].[197] Farther west are the rocky Great Basin[image: External link] and deserts such as the Chihuahua[image: External link] and Mojave[image: External link].[198] The Sierra Nevada[image: External link] and Cascade[image: External link] mountain ranges run close to the Pacific coast[image: External link], both ranges reaching altitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m). The lowest and highest points[image: External link] in the contiguous[image: External link] United States are in the state of California[image: External link],[199] and only about 84 miles (135 km) apart.[200] At an elevation of 20,310 feet (6,190.5 m), Alaska's Denali[image: External link] (Mount McKinley) is the highest peak in the country and North America.[201] Active volcanoes[image: External link] are common throughout Alaska's Alexander[image: External link] and Aleutian Islands[image: External link], and Hawaii consists of volcanic islands. The supervolcano[image: External link] underlying Yellowstone National Park[image: External link] in the Rockies[image: External link] is the continent's largest volcanic feature.[202]

The United States, with its large size and geographic variety, includes most climate types. To the east of the 100th meridian[image: External link], the climate ranges from humid continental[image: External link] in the north to humid subtropical[image: External link] in the south.[203] The Great Plains west of the 100th meridian are semi-arid. Much of the Western mountains have an alpine climate[image: External link]. The climate is arid in the Great Basin, desert in the Southwest, Mediterranean[image: External link] in coastal California[image: External link], and oceanic[image: External link] in coastal Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] and southern Alaska. Most of Alaska is subarctic or polar. Hawaii and the southern tip of Florida[image: External link] are tropical, as are the populated territories in the Caribbean and the Pacific.[204] Extreme weather is not uncommon—the states bordering the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] are prone to hurricanes[image: External link], and most of the world's tornadoes[image: External link] occur within the country, mainly in Tornado Alley[image: External link] areas in the Midwest and South.[205]
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 Wildlife




Main articles: Fauna of the United States[image: External link] and Flora of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Category:Biota of the United States[image: External link]


The U.S. ecology is megadiverse[image: External link]: about 17,000 species of vascular plants[image: External link] occur in the contiguous United States and Alaska, and over 1,800 species of flowering plants[image: External link] are found in Hawaii, few of which occur on the mainland.[207] The United States is home to 428 mammal species, 784 bird species, 311 reptile species, and 295 amphibian species.[208] About 91,000 insect species have been described.[209] The bald eagle[image: External link] is both the national bird[image: External link] and national animal[image: External link] of the United States, and is an enduring symbol of the country itself.[210]

There are 58 national parks[image: External link] and hundreds of other federally managed parks, forests, and wilderness[image: External link] areas.[211] Altogether, the government owns about 28% of the country's land area.[212] Most of this is protected[image: External link], though some is leased for oil and gas drilling, mining, logging, or cattle ranching; about .86% is used for military purposes.[213][214]

Environmental issues[image: External link] have been on the national agenda since 1970. Environmental controversies include debates on oil and nuclear energy[image: External link], dealing with air and water pollution, the economic costs of protecting wildlife, logging and deforestation[image: External link],[215][216] and international responses to global warming.[217][218] Many federal and state agencies are involved. The most prominent is the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] (EPA), created by presidential order in 1970.[219] The idea of wilderness has shaped the management of public lands since 1964, with the Wilderness Act.[220] The Endangered Species Act[image: External link] of 1973 is intended to protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats, which are monitored by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service[image: External link].[221]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Demographics




Main articles: Demography of the United States[image: External link], Americans[image: External link], List of U.S. states by population density[image: External link], and List of United States cities by population[image: External link]
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 Population






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	3,929,214
	
	—



	1800[image: External link]
	5,308,483
	
	35.1%



	1810[image: External link]
	7,239,881
	
	36.4%



	1820[image: External link]
	9,638,453
	
	33.1%



	1830[image: External link]
	12,866,020
	
	33.5%



	1840[image: External link]
	17,069,453
	
	32.7%



	1850[image: External link]
	23,191,876
	
	35.9%



	1860[image: External link]
	31,443,321
	
	35.6%



	1870[image: External link]
	38,558,371
	
	22.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	50,189,209
	
	30.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	62,979,766
	
	25.5%



	1900[image: External link]
	76,212,168
	
	21.0%



	1910[image: External link]
	92,228,496
	
	21.0%



	1920[image: External link]
	106,021,537
	
	15.0%



	1930[image: External link]
	123,202,624
	
	16.2%



	1940[image: External link]
	132,164,569
	
	7.3%



	1950[image: External link]
	151,325,798
	
	14.5%



	1960[image: External link]
	179,323,175
	
	18.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	203,211,926
	
	13.3%



	1980[image: External link]
	226,545,805
	
	11.5%



	1990[image: External link]
	248,709,873
	
	9.8%



	2000[image: External link]
	281,421,906
	
	13.2%



	2010[image: External link]
	308,745,538
	
	9.7%



	Est. 2017[222]
	324,600,000
	
	5.1%



	1610-1780 population data.[223]

Note that the census numbers do

not include Native Americans[image: External link] until 1860.[224]




The U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link] estimated the country's population to be 323,425,550 as of April 25, 2016, and to be adding 1 person (net gain) every 13 seconds, or about 6,646 people per day.[226] The U.S. population almost quadrupled during the 20th century, from about 76 million in 1900.[227] The third most populous nation in the world, after China[image: External link] and India[image: External link], the United States is the only major industrialized nation in which large population increases are projected.[228] In the 1800s the average woman had 7.04 children, by the 1900s this number had decreased to 3.56.[229] Since the early 1970s the birth rate has been below the replacement rate of 2.1 with 1.86 children per woman in 2014. Foreign born immigration has caused the US population to continue its rapid increase with the foreign born population doubling from almost 20 million in 1990 to over 40 million in 2010, representing one third of the population increase.[230] The foreign born population reached 45 million in 2015.[231][fn 8]

The United States has a birth rate of 13 per 1,000, which is 5 births below the world average.[235] Its population growth[image: External link] rate is positive at 0.7%, higher than that of many developed nations[image: External link].[236] In fiscal year 2012, over one million immigrants[image: External link] (most of whom entered through family reunification[image: External link]) were granted legal residence[image: External link].[237] Mexico[image: External link] has been the leading source of new residents since the 1965 Immigration Act[image: External link]. China, India, and the Philippines[image: External link] have been in the top four sending countries every year since the 1990s.[238] As of 2012, approximately 11.4 million residents are illegal immigrants[image: External link].[239] As of 2015, 47% of all immigrants are Hispanic, 26% are Asian, 18% are white and 8% are black. The percentage of immigrants who are Asian is increasing while the percentage who are Hispanic is decreasing.[231]

According to a survey conducted by the Williams Institute, nine million Americans, or roughly 3.4% of the adult population identify themselves as homosexual[image: External link], bisexual[image: External link], or transgender[image: External link].[240][241] A 2016 Gallup[image: External link] poll also concluded that 4.1% of adult Americans identified as LGBT[image: External link]. The highest percentage came from the District of Columbia (10%), while the lowest state was North Dakota at 1.7%.[242] In a 2013 survey, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link] found that 96.6% of Americans identify as straight, while 1.6% identify as gay or lesbian, and 0.7% identify as being bisexual.[243]

In 2010, the U.S. population included an estimated 5.2 million people with some American Indian[image: External link] or Alaska Native[image: External link] ancestry (2.9 million exclusively of such ancestry) and 1.2 million with some native Hawaiian[image: External link] or Pacific island[image: External link] ancestry (0.5 million exclusively).[244] The census counted more than 19 million people of "Some Other Race" who were "unable to identify with any" of its five official race categories in 2010, over 18.5 million (97%) of whom are of Hispanic ethnicity.[244]

The population growth of Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] (the terms are officially interchangeable) is a major demographic trend[image: External link]. The 50.5 million Americans of Hispanic descent[244] are identified as sharing a distinct " ethnicity[image: External link]" by the Census Bureau; 64% of Hispanic Americans are of Mexican descent[image: External link].[245] Between 2000 and 2010, the country's Hispanic population increased 43% while the non-Hispanic population rose just 4.9%.[246] Much of this growth is from immigration; in 2007, 12.6% of the U.S. population was foreign-born[image: External link], with 54% of that figure born in Latin America[image: External link].[247][fn 9]

About 82% of Americans live in urban areas[image: External link] (including suburbs);[10] about half of those reside in cities with populations over 50,000.[253] The US has numerous clusters of cities known as megaregions, the largest being the Great Lakes Megalopolis[image: External link] followed by the Northeast Megalopolis[image: External link] and Southern California[image: External link]. In 2008, 273 incorporated municipalities[image: External link] had populations over 100,000, nine cities had more than one million residents, and four global cities[image: External link] had over two million (New York[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago, and Houston[image: External link]).[254] There are 52 metropolitan areas[image: External link] with populations greater than one million.[255] Of the 50 fastest-growing metro areas, 47 are in the West or South.[256] The metro areas of San Bernardino[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link], Houston, Atlanta[image: External link], and Phoenix[image: External link] all grew by more than a million people between 2000 and 2008.[255]
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 Language




Main article: Languages of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Language Spoken at Home in the United States of America[image: External link], List of endangered languages in the United States[image: External link], and Language education in the United States[image: External link]




	Languages spoken at home by more than 1 million persons in the U.S. (2015)[260]




	Language
	Percent of

population
	Number of

speakers
	Number who

speak English

very well
	Number who

speak English

less than

very well



	English[image: External link] (only)
	~80%
	236,908,935
	N/A
	N/A



	Spanish[image: External link]

(including Spanish Creole[image: External link] but excluding Puerto Rico[image: External link])
	12%
	40,045,795
	23,608,139
	16,437,140



	Chinese[image: External link]

(all varieties)
	0.9%
	3,333,588
	1,476,392
	1,857,196



	French[image: External link]

(including Patois[image: External link], Cajun[image: External link] and Haitian Creole[image: External link])
	0.6%
	2,129,815
	1,519,024
	610,791



	Tagalog[image: External link]

(including Filipino[image: External link])
	0.5%
	1,737,186
	1,173,917
	563,269



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,468,251
	602,788
	865,463



	Hindustani[image: External link]

(including Hindi[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link])
	0.4%
	1,294,209
	980,600
	313,609



	Arabic[image: External link]

(all varieties)
	0.3%
	1,156,908
	726,768
	430,140



	Korean[image: External link]
	0.3%
	1,108,798
	518,690
	590,108



	German[image: External link]

(including Yiddish[image: External link])
	0.3%
	1,103,255
	903,091
	200,164




English[image: External link] (American English[image: External link]) is the de facto[image: External link] national language[image: External link]. Although there is no official language[image: External link] at the federal level, some laws—such as U.S. naturalization requirements[image: External link]—standardize English. In 2010, about 230 million, or 80% of the population aged five years and older, spoke only English at home. Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 12% of the population at home, is the second most common language and the most widely taught second language.[261][262] Some Americans advocate making English the country's official language, as it is in 32 states.[263]

Both Hawaiian[image: External link] and English are official languages in Hawaii[image: External link], by state law.[264] Alaska[image: External link] recognizes twenty Native languages[image: External link] as well as English.[265] While neither has an official language, New Mexico[image: External link] has laws providing for the use of both English and Spanish, as Louisiana[image: External link] does for English and French[image: External link].[266] Other states, such as California[image: External link], mandate the publication of Spanish versions of certain government documents including court forms.[267] Many jurisdictions with large numbers of non-English speakers produce government materials, especially voting information, in the most commonly spoken languages in those jurisdictions.

Several insular territories grant official recognition to their native languages, along with English: Samoan[image: External link][268] and Chamorro[image: External link][269] are recognized by American Samoa[image: External link] and Guam[image: External link], respectively; Carolinian[image: External link] and Chamorro are recognized by the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link];[270] Cherokee[image: External link] is officially recognized by the Cherokee Nation[image: External link] within the Cherokee tribal jurisdiction area in eastern Oklahoma;[271] Spanish is an official language of Puerto Rico[image: External link] and is more widely spoken than English there.[272]

According to the Center for Immigration Studies[image: External link], Arabic[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link] are the fastest-growing foreign languages spoken in American households. In recent years, Arabic-speaking residents increased by 29%, Urdu by 23% and Persian[image: External link] by 9%.[273]

The most widely taught foreign languages[image: External link] in the United States, in terms of enrollment numbers from kindergarten through university undergraduate studies, are: Spanish (around 7.2 million students), French (1.5 million), and German (500,000). Other commonly taught languages (with 100,000 to 250,000 learners) include Latin[image: External link], Japanese[image: External link], American Sign Language[image: External link], Italian[image: External link], and Chinese[image: External link].[274][275] 18% of all Americans claim to speak at least one language in addition to English.[276]
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in the United States[image: External link]


See also: History of religion in the United States[image: External link], Freedom of religion in the United States[image: External link], Separation of church and state in the United States[image: External link], and List of religious movements that began in the United States[image: External link]




	Religious affiliation in the U.S. (2014)



	Affiliation
	 % of U.S. population



	Christian[image: External link]
	70.6
	
 





	Protestant[image: External link]
	46.5
	
 





	Evangelical Protestant[image: External link]
	25.4
	
 





	Mainline Protestant[image: External link]
	14.7
	
 





	Black church[image: External link]
	6.5
	
 





	Catholic[image: External link]
	20.8
	
 





	Mormon[image: External link]
	1.6
	
 





	Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]
	0.8
	
 





	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]
	0.5
	
 





	Other Christian
	0.4
	
 





	Jewish[image: External link]
	1.9
	
 





	Muslim[image: External link]
	0.9
	
 





	Buddhist[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Hindu[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Other faiths
	1.8
	
 





	Irreligious[image: External link]
	22.8
	
 





	Nothing in particular
	15.8
	
 





	Agnostic[image: External link]
	4.0
	
 





	Atheist[image: External link]
	3.1
	
 





	Don't know or refused answer
	0.6
	
 






The First Amendment[image: External link] of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free exercise[image: External link] of religion and forbids Congress from passing laws respecting its establishment[image: External link].

Christianity[image: External link] is by far the most common religion practiced in the U.S., but other religions are followed, too. In a 2013 survey, 56% of Americans said that religion played a "very important role in their lives", a far higher figure than that of any other wealthy nation.[277] In a 2009 Gallup poll, 42% of Americans said that they attended church weekly or almost weekly; the figures ranged from a low of 23% in Vermont[image: External link] to a high of 63% in Mississippi.[278]

As with other Western countries, the U.S. is becoming less religious. Irreligion[image: External link] is growing rapidly among Americans under 30.[279] Polls show that overall American confidence in organized religion has been declining since the mid to late 1980s,[280] and that younger Americans in particular are becoming increasingly irreligious.[9][281] According to a 2012 study, Protestant share of U.S. population dropped to 48%, thus ending its status as religious category of the majority for the first time.[282][283] Americans with no religion have 1.7 children compared to 2.2 among Christians. The unaffiliated are less likely to get married with 37% marrying compared to 52% of Christians.[284]

According to a 2014 survey, 70.6% of adults identified themselves as Christian[image: External link],[285] Protestant[image: External link] denominations accounted for 46.5%, while Roman Catholicism[image: External link], at 20.8%, was the largest individual denomination.[286] The total reporting non-Christian religions in 2014 was 5.9%.[286] Other religions include Judaism[image: External link] (1.9%), Islam[image: External link] (0.9%), Buddhism[image: External link] (0.7%), Hinduism[image: External link] (0.7%).[286] The survey also reported that 22.8% of Americans described themselves as agnostic[image: External link], atheist[image: External link] or simply having no religion[image: External link], up from 8.2% in 1990.[286][287][288] There are also Unitarian Universalist[image: External link], Baha'i[image: External link], Sikh[image: External link], Jain[image: External link], Shinto[image: External link], Confucian[image: External link], Taoist[image: External link], Druid[image: External link], Native American[image: External link], Wiccan[image: External link], humanist[image: External link] and deist[image: External link] communities.[289]

Protestantism[image: External link] is the largest Christian religious grouping in the United States. Baptists collectively form the largest branch of Protestantism, and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] is the largest individual Protestant denomination. About 26% of Americans identify as Evangelical Protestants[image: External link], while 15% are Mainline and 7% belong to a traditionally Black church. Roman Catholicism[image: External link] in the United States has its origin in the Spanish[image: External link] and French[image: External link] colonization of the Americas, and later grew because of Irish, Italian, Polish, German and Hispanic immigration. Rhode Island has the highest percentage of Catholics with 40 percent of the total population.[290] Lutheranism[image: External link] in the U.S. has its origin in immigration from Northern Europe[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link]. North[image: External link] and South Dakota[image: External link] are the only states in which a plurality of the population is Lutheran. Presbyterianism[image: External link] was introduced in North America by Scottish[image: External link] and Ulster Scots[image: External link] immigrants. Although it has spread across the United States, it is heavily concentrated on the East Coast. Dutch Reformed[image: External link] congregations were founded first in New Amsterdam[image: External link] (New York City) before spreading westward. Utah[image: External link] is the only state where Mormonism[image: External link] is the religion of the majority of the population. The Mormon Corridor[image: External link] also extends to parts of Idaho[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link] and Wyoming[image: External link].[291]

The Bible Belt[image: External link] is an informal term for a region in the Southern United States[image: External link] in which socially conservative Evangelical Protestantism is a significant part of the culture and Christian church attendance across the denominations is generally higher than the nation's average. By contrast, religion plays the least important role in New England[image: External link] and in the Western United States[image: External link].[278]
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 Family structure




Main article: Family structure in the United States[image: External link]


As of 2007, 58% of Americans age 18 and over were married, 6% were widowed, 10% were divorced, and 25% had never been married.[292] Women now work mostly outside the home and receive a majority of bachelor's degrees[image: External link].[293]

The U.S. teenage pregnancy[image: External link] rate is 26.5 per 1,000 women. The rate has declined by 57% since 1991.[294] In 2013, the highest teenage birth rate was in Alabama[image: External link], and the lowest in Wyoming[image: External link].[294][295] Abortion[image: External link] is legal throughout the U.S., owing to Roe v. Wade[image: External link], a 1973 landmark decision[image: External link] by the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]. While the abortion rate is falling, the abortion ratio of 241 per 1,000 live births and abortion rate of 15 per 1,000 women aged 15–44 remain higher than those of most Western nations.[296] In 2013, the average age at first birth was 26 and 40.6% of births were to unmarried women.[297]

The total fertility rate[image: External link] (TFR) was estimated for 2013 at 1.86 births per woman.[298] Adoption in the United States[image: External link] is common and relatively easy from a legal point of view (compared to other Western countries).[299] In 2001, with over 127,000 adoptions, the U.S. accounted for nearly half of the total number of adoptions worldwide.[300] Same-sex marriage[image: External link] is legal nationwide and it is legal for same-sex couples to adopt.[image: External link] Polygamy[image: External link] is illegal throughout the U.S.[301]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Federal government of the United States[image: External link], State governments of the United States[image: External link], Local government in the United States[image: External link], and Elections in the United States[image: External link]


The United States is the world's oldest surviving federation[image: External link]. It is a constitutional republic[image: External link] and representative democracy[image: External link], "in which majority rule[image: External link] is tempered by minority rights[image: External link] protected by law[image: External link]".[302] The government is regulated by a system of checks and balances[image: External link] defined by the U.S. Constitution, which serves as the country's supreme legal document.[303] For 2016, the U.S. ranked 21st on the Democracy Index[image: External link][304] (tied with Italy[image: External link]) and 18th on the Corruption Perceptions Index[image: External link].[305]

In the American federalist system[image: External link], citizens are usually subject to three levels of government[image: External link]: federal, state, and local. The local government[image: External link]'s duties are commonly split between county[image: External link] and municipal governments[image: External link]. In almost all cases, executive and legislative officials are elected by a plurality vote[image: External link] of citizens by district. There is no proportional representation[image: External link] at the federal level, and it is rare at lower levels.[306]

The federal government is composed of three branches:


	
Legislative[image: External link]: The bicameral[image: External link] Congress[image: External link], made up of the Senate[image: External link] and the House of Representatives, makes federal law[image: External link], declares war[image: External link], approves treaties, has the power of the purse[image: External link],[307] and has the power of impeachment[image: External link], by which it can remove sitting members of the government.[308]


	
Executive[image: External link]: The President is the commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the military, can veto legislative bills[image: External link] before they become law (subject to Congressional override), and appoints the members of the Cabinet (subject to Senate approval) and other officers, who administer and enforce federal laws and policies.[309]


	
Judicial[image: External link]: The Supreme Court[image: External link] and lower federal courts[image: External link], whose judges are appointed by the President with Senate approval, interpret laws and overturn those they find unconstitutional[image: External link].[310]




The House of Representatives has 435 voting members, each representing a congressional district[image: External link] for a two-year term. House seats are apportioned[image: External link] among the states by population every tenth year. At the 2010 census[image: External link], seven states had the minimum of one representative, while California, the most populous state, had 53.[312]

The Senate has 100 members with each state having two senators, elected at-large[image: External link] to six-year terms; one third of Senate seats are up for election every other year. The President serves a four-year term and may be elected to the office no more than twice[image: External link]. The President is not elected by direct vote[image: External link], but by an indirect electoral college[image: External link] system in which the determining votes are apportioned to the states and the District of Columbia.[313] The Supreme Court, led by the Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link], has nine members, who serve for life.[314]

The state governments are structured in roughly similar fashion; Nebraska[image: External link] uniquely has a unicameral[image: External link] legislature.[315] The governor[image: External link] (chief executive) of each state is directly elected. Some state judges and cabinet officers are appointed by the governors of the respective states, while others are elected by popular vote.

The original text of the Constitution establishes the structure and responsibilities of the federal government and its relationship with the individual states. Article One[image: External link] protects the right to the "great writ" of habeas corpus[image: External link]. The Constitution has been amended 27 times;[316] the first ten amendments, which make up the Bill of Rights, and the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] form the central basis of Americans' individual rights. All laws and governmental procedures are subject to judicial review[image: External link] and any law ruled by the courts to be in violation of the Constitution is voided. The principle of judicial review, not explicitly mentioned in the Constitution, was established by the Supreme Court in Marbury v. Madison (1803)[317] in a decision handed down by Chief Justice John Marshall[image: External link].[318]
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 Political divisions




Main articles: Political divisions of the United States[image: External link], U.S. state[image: External link], Territories of the United States[image: External link], List of states and territories of the United States[image: External link], and Indian reservation[image: External link]


Further information: Territorial evolution of the United States[image: External link] and United States territorial acquisitions[image: External link]


The United States is a federal republic of 50 states, a federal district, five territories and eleven uninhabited island possessions.[320] The states and territories are the principal administrative districts in the country. These are divided into subdivisions of counties and independent cities. The District of Columbia is a federal district which contains the capital of the United States, Washington DC.[321] The states and the District of Columbia choose the President of the United States. Each state has presidential electors equal to the number of their Representatives and Senators in Congress; the District of Columbia has three.[322]

Congressional Districts are reapportioned among the states following each decennial Census of Population. Each state then draws single member districts to conform with the census apportionment. The total number of Representatives is 435, and delegate Members of Congress represent the District of Columbia and the five major U.S. territories.[323]

The United States also observes tribal sovereignty[image: External link] of the American Indian nations to a limited degree, as it does with the states' sovereignty. American Indians are U.S. citizens and tribal lands are subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Congress and the federal courts. Like the states they have a great deal of autonomy, but also like the states tribes are not allowed to make war, engage in their own foreign relations, or print and issue currency.[324]
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 Parties and elections




Main articles: Politics of the United States[image: External link] and Political ideologies in the United States[image: External link]


The United States has operated under a two-party system[image: External link] for most of its history.[326] For elective offices at most levels, state-administered primary elections[image: External link] choose the major party nominees[image: External link] for subsequent general elections[image: External link]. Since the general election of 1856[image: External link], the major parties have been the Democratic Party[image: External link], founded in 1824[image: External link], and the Republican Party[image: External link], founded in 1854[image: External link]. Since the Civil War, only one third-party[image: External link] presidential candidate—former president Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link], running as a Progressive[image: External link] in 1912[image: External link]—has won as much as 20% of the popular vote. The President and Vice-president are elected through the Electoral College[image: External link] system.[327]

Within American political culture[image: External link], the center-right[image: External link] Republican Party is considered " conservative[image: External link]" and the center-left[image: External link] Democratic Party is considered " liberal[image: External link]".[328][329] The states of the Northeast[image: External link] and West Coast[image: External link] and some of the Great Lakes states, known as "blue states[image: External link]", are relatively liberal. The "red states[image: External link]" of the South[image: External link] and parts of the Great Plains[image: External link] and Rocky Mountains[image: External link] are relatively conservative.

Republican[image: External link] Donald Trump, the winner of the 2016 presidential election[image: External link], is currently serving as the 45th President of the United States.[330] Current leadership in the Senate includes Republican Vice President Mike Pence, Republican President Pro Tempore (Pro Tem) Orrin Hatch[image: External link], Majority Leader[image: External link] Mitch McConnell[image: External link], and Minority Leader Chuck Schumer[image: External link].[331] Leadership in the House includes Speaker of the House Paul Ryan[image: External link], Majority Leader[image: External link] Kevin McCarthy[image: External link], and Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi[image: External link].[332]

In the 115th United States Congress[image: External link], both the House of Representatives and the Senate[image: External link] are controlled by the Republican Party. The Senate currently consists of 52 Republicans, and 46 Democrats with 2 Independents[image: External link] who caucus with the Democrats; the House consists of 241 Republicans and 194 Democrats.[333] In state governorships, there are 33 Republicans, 16 Democrats and 1 Independent.[334] Among the DC mayor and the 5 territorial governors, there are 2 Republicans, 1 Democrat, 1 New Progressive[image: External link], and 2 Independents.[335]
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 Foreign relations




Main articles: Foreign relations of the United States[image: External link] and Foreign policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has an established structure of foreign relations. It is a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link], and New York City is home to the United Nations Headquarters[image: External link]. It is a member of the G7[image: External link],[337] G20[image: External link], and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link]. Almost all countries have embassies[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., and many have consulates[image: External link] around the country. Likewise, nearly all nations host American diplomatic missions[image: External link]. However, Iran[image: External link], North Korea[image: External link], Bhutan[image: External link], and the Republic of China[image: External link] (Taiwan) do not have formal diplomatic relations with the United States (although the U.S. still maintains relations with Taiwan and supplies it with military equipment[image: External link]).[338]

The United States has a "Special Relationship[image: External link]" with the United Kingdom[image: External link][339] and strong ties with Canada[image: External link],[340] Australia[image: External link],[341] New Zealand[image: External link],[342] the Philippines[image: External link],[343] Japan[image: External link],[344] South Korea[image: External link],[345] Israel[image: External link],[346] and several European Union[image: External link] countries, including France[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and Spain[image: External link]. It works closely with fellow NATO[image: External link] members on military and security issues and with its neighbors through the Organization of American States[image: External link] and free trade agreements[image: External link] such as the trilateral North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] with Canada and Mexico[image: External link]. In 2008, the United States spent a net $25.4 billion on official development assistance[image: External link], the most in the world. As a share of America's large gross national income[image: External link] (GNI), however, the U.S. contribution of 0.18% ranked last among 22 donor states. By contrast, private overseas giving by Americans is relatively generous.[347]

The U.S. exercises full international defense authority and responsibility for three sovereign nations through Compact of Free Association[image: External link] with Micronesia[image: External link], the Marshall Islands[image: External link] and Palau[image: External link]. These are Pacific island nations, once part of the U.S.-administered Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands[image: External link] after World War II, which gained independence in subsequent years.[348]
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 Government finance




See also: Taxation in the United States[image: External link] and United States federal budget[image: External link]


Taxes in the United States[image: External link] are levied at the federal, state and local government level. These include taxes on income, payroll, property, sales, imports, estates and gifts, as well as various fees. In 2010 taxes collected by federal, state and municipal governments amounted to 24.8% of GDP[image: External link].[350] During FY2012, the federal government collected approximately $2.45 trillion in tax revenue, up $147 billion or 6% versus FY2011 revenues of $2.30 trillion. Primary receipt categories included individual income taxes ($1,132B or 47%), Social Security/Social Insurance taxes ($845B or 35%), and corporate taxes ($242B or 10%).[351] Based on CBO estimates,[352] under 2013 tax law the top 1% will be paying the highest average tax rates since 1979, while other income groups will remain at historic lows.[353]

U.S. taxation is generally progressive[image: External link], especially the federal income taxes, and is among the most progressive in the developed world.[354][355][356][357][358] The highest 10% of income earners pay a majority of federal taxes,[359] and about half of all taxes.[360] Payroll taxes for Social Security are a flat regressive tax[image: External link], with no tax charged on income above $118,500 (for 2015 and 2016) and no tax at all paid on unearned income[image: External link] from things such as stocks and capital gains.[361][362] The historic reasoning for the regressive nature of the payroll tax is that entitlement programs have not been viewed as welfare transfers.[363][364] However, according to the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] the net effect of Social Security is that the benefit to tax ratio ranges from roughly 70% for the top earnings quintile to about 170% for the lowest earning quintile, making the system progressive.[365]

The top 10% paid 51.8% of total federal taxes in 2009, and the top 1%, with 13.4% of pre-tax national income, paid 22.3% of federal taxes.[366] In 2013 the Tax Policy Center projected total federal effective tax rates of 35.5% for the top 1%, 27.2% for the top quintile, 13.8% for the middle quintile, and −2.7% for the bottom quintile.[367][368] The incidence[image: External link] of corporate income tax[image: External link] has been a matter of considerable ongoing controversy for decades.[357][369] State and local taxes vary widely, but are generally less progressive than federal taxes as they rely heavily on broadly borne regressive[image: External link] sales and property taxes that yield less volatile revenue streams, though their consideration does not eliminate the progressive nature of overall taxation.[357][370]

During FY 2012, the federal government spent $3.54 trillion on a budget or cash basis, down $60 billion or 1.7% vs. FY 2011 spending of $3.60 trillion. Major categories of FY 2012 spending included: Medicare & Medicaid ($802B or 23% of spending), Social Security ($768B or 22%), Defense Department ($670B or 19%), non-defense discretionary ($615B or 17%), other mandatory ($461B or 13%) and interest ($223B or 6%).[351]

The total national debt of the United States[image: External link] in the United States was $18.527 trillion (106% of the GDP) in 2014.[371][fn 11]
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 Military




Main article: United States Armed Forces[image: External link]


The President holds the title of commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the nation's armed forces and appoints its leaders, the Secretary of Defense[image: External link] and the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link]. The United States Department of Defense[image: External link] administers the armed forces, including the Army[image: External link], Navy[image: External link], Marine Corps[image: External link], and Air Force[image: External link]. The Coast Guard is run by the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] in peacetime and by the Department of the Navy[image: External link] during times of war. In 2008, the armed forces had 1.4 million personnel on active duty. The Reserves[image: External link] and National Guard[image: External link] brought the total number of troops to 2.3 million. The Department of Defense also employed about 700,000 civilians, not including contractors.[376]

Military service is voluntary, though conscription[image: External link] may occur in wartime through the Selective Service System[image: External link].[377] American forces can be rapidly deployed by the Air Force's large fleet of transport aircraft, the Navy's 10 active aircraft carriers[image: External link], and Marine expeditionary units[image: External link] at sea with the Navy's Atlantic and[image: External link] Pacific fleets[image: External link]. The military operates 865 bases and facilities abroad,[378] and maintains deployments greater than 100 active duty personnel[image: External link] in 25 foreign countries.[379]

The military budget of the United States[image: External link] in 2011 was more than $700 billion, 41% of global military spending and equal to the next 14 largest national military expenditures combined. At 4.7% of GDP, the rate was the second-highest among the top 15 military spenders, after Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[380] U.S. defense spending as a percentage of GDP ranked 23rd globally in 2012 according to the CIA.[381] Defense's share of U.S. spending has generally declined in recent decades, from Cold War peaks of 14.2% of GDP in 1953 and 69.5% of federal outlays in 1954 to 4.7% of GDP and 18.8% of federal outlays in 2011.[382]

The proposed base Department of Defense budget[image: External link] for 2012, $553 billion, was a 4.2% increase over 2011; an additional $118 billion was proposed for the military campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan.[383] The last American troops serving in Iraq departed in December 2011;[384] 4,484 service members were killed during the Iraq War[image: External link].[385] Approximately 90,000 U.S. troops were serving in Afghanistan in April 2012;[386] by November 8, 2013 2,285 had been killed during the War in Afghanistan[image: External link].[387]
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 Law enforcement and crime




Main articles: Law enforcement in the United States[image: External link] and Crime in the United States[image: External link]


See also: Law of the United States[image: External link], Second Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], Human rights in the United States § Justice system[image: External link], Incarceration in the United States[image: External link], and Capital punishment in the United States[image: External link]


Law enforcement in the United States is primarily the responsibility of local police and sheriff[image: External link]'s departments, with state police[image: External link] providing broader services. The New York City Police Department[image: External link] (NYPD) is the largest in the country. Federal agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI) and the U.S. Marshals Service[image: External link] have specialized duties, including protecting civil rights[image: External link], national security[image: External link] and enforcing U.S. federal courts[image: External link]' rulings and federal laws.[389] At the federal level and in almost every state, a legal system operates on a common law[image: External link]. State courts conduct most criminal trials; federal courts[image: External link] handle certain designated crimes as well as certain appeals from the state criminal courts. Plea bargaining in the United States[image: External link] is very common; the vast majority of criminal cases in the country are settled by plea bargain[image: External link] rather than jury trial[image: External link].[390]

In 2015, there were 15,696 murders which was 1,532 more than in 2014, a 10.8 per cent increase, the largest since 1971.[391] The murder rate in 2015 was 4.9 per 100,000 people.[392] The national clearance rate[image: External link] for homicides in 2015 was 64.1%, compared to 90% in 1965.[393] In 2012 there were 4.7 murders per 100,000 persons in the United States, a 54% decline from the modern peak of 10.2 in 1980.[394] In 2001–2, the United States had above-average levels of violent crime and particularly high levels of gun violence[image: External link] compared to other developed nations.[395] A cross-sectional analysis of the World Health Organization[image: External link] Mortality Database from 2003 showed that United States "homicide rates were 6.9 times higher than rates in the other high-income countries, driven by firearm homicide rates that were 19.5 times higher."[396][needs update[image: External link]] Gun ownership rights[image: External link] continue to be the subject of contentious political debate[image: External link].

From 1980 through 2008 males represented 77% of homicide victims and 90% of offenders. Blacks committed 52.5% of all homicides during that span, at a rate almost eight times that of whites ("whites" includes most Hispanics), and were victimized at a rate six times that of whites. Most homicides were intraracial, with 93% of black victims killed by blacks and 84% of white victims killed by whites.[397] In 2012, Louisiana had the highest rate of murder and non-negligent manslaughter in the U.S., and New Hampshire the lowest.[398] The FBI's Uniform Crime Reports[image: External link] estimates that there were 3,246 violent and property crimes per 100,000 residents in 2012, for a total of over 9 million total crimes.[399]

Capital punishment[image: External link] is sanctioned in the United States for certain federal and military crimes, and used in 31 states.[400][401] No executions took place from 1967 to 1977, owing in part to a U.S. Supreme Court ruling[image: External link] striking down arbitrary imposition of the death penalty. In 1976, that Court ruled that, under appropriate circumstances, capital punishment may constitutionally be imposed. Since the decision there have been more than 1,300 executions, a majority of these taking place in three states: Texas, Virginia, and Oklahoma[image: External link].[402] Meanwhile, several states[image: External link] have either abolished or struck down death penalty laws. In 2015, the country had the fifth-highest number of executions in the world, following China, Iran[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link] and Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[403]

The United States has the highest documented incarceration rate[image: External link] and total prison population[image: External link] in the world.[404] At the start of 2008, more than 2.3 million people were incarcerated, more than one in every 100 adults.[405] In December 2012, the combined U.S. adult correctional systems supervised about 6,937,600 offenders. About 1 in every 35 adult residents in the United States was under some form of correctional supervision in December 2012, the lowest rate observed since 1997.[406] The prison population has quadrupled since 1980,[407] and state and local spending on prisons and jails has grown three times as much as that spent on public education during the same period.[408] However, the imprisonment rate for all prisoners sentenced to more than a year in state or federal facilities is 478 per 100,000 in 2013[409] and the rate for pre-trial/remand prisoners is 153 per 100,000 residents in 2012.[410] The country's high rate of incarceration is largely due to changes in sentencing guidelines[image: External link] and drug policies[image: External link].[411] According to the Federal Bureau of Prisons[image: External link], the majority of inmates held in federal prisons are convicted of drug offenses.[412] The privatization of prisons[image: External link] and prison services which began in the 1980s has been a subject of debate.[413][414] In 2008, Louisiana had the highest incarceration rate[image: External link],[415] and Maine the lowest.[416]
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Main article: Economy of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Economic history of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has a capitalist[image: External link] mixed economy[image: External link][425] which is fueled by abundant natural resources[image: External link] and high productivity.[426] According to the International Monetary Fund[image: External link], the U.S. GDP of $16.8 trillion constitutes 24% of the gross world product[image: External link] at market exchange rates and over 19% of the gross world product at purchasing power parity[image: External link] (PPP).[427]

The US's nominal GDP is estimated to be $17.528 trillion as of 2014[428] From 1983 to 2008, U.S. real compounded annual GDP growth was 3.3%, compared to a 2.3% weighted average for the rest of the G7[image: External link].[429] The country ranks ninth in the world in nominal GDP per capita[image: External link] and sixth in GDP per capita at PPP[image: External link].[427] The U.S. dollar[image: External link] is the world's primary reserve currency[image: External link].[430]

The United States is the largest importer[image: External link] of goods and second-largest exporter[image: External link], though exports per capita[image: External link] are relatively low. In 2010, the total U.S. trade deficit[image: External link] was $635 billion.[431] Canada[image: External link], China[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], and Germany[image: External link] are its top trading partners.[432] In 2010, oil was the largest import commodity, while transportation equipment was the country's largest export.[431] Japan is the largest foreign holder of U.S. public debt.[433] The largest holder of the U.S. debt are American entities, including federal government accounts and the Federal Reserve[image: External link], who hold the majority of the debt.[434][435][436][437][fn 12]

In 2009, the private sector was estimated to constitute 86.4% of the economy, with federal government activity accounting for 4.3% and state and local government activity (including federal transfers) the remaining 9.3%.[440] The number of employees at all levels of government outnumber those in manufacturing[image: External link] by 1.7 to 1.[441] While its economy has reached a postindustrial[image: External link] level of development and its service sector[image: External link] constitutes 67.8% of GDP, the United States remains an industrial power.[442] The leading business field by gross business receipts is wholesale and retail trade; by net income it is manufacturing.[443] In the franchising[image: External link] business model, McDonald's[image: External link] and Subway[image: External link] are the two most recognized brands in the world. Coca-Cola[image: External link] is the most recognized soft drink[image: External link] company in the world.[444]

Chemical products are the leading manufacturing field.[445] The United States is the largest producer of oil in the world, as well as its second-largest importer.[446] It is the world's number one producer of electrical and nuclear energy, as well as liquid natural gas[image: External link], sulfur[image: External link], phosphates, and salt[image: External link]. The National Mining Association[image: External link] provides data pertaining to coal[image: External link] and minerals[image: External link] that include beryllium[image: External link], copper[image: External link], lead[image: External link], magnesium[image: External link], zinc[image: External link], titanium[image: External link] and others.[447][448]

Agriculture[image: External link] accounts for just under 1% of GDP,[442] yet the United States is the world's top producer of corn[449] and soybeans.[450] The National Agricultural Statistics Service[image: External link] maintains agricultural statistics for products that include peanuts[image: External link], oats[image: External link], rye[image: External link], wheat[image: External link], rice[image: External link], cotton[image: External link], corn[image: External link], barley[image: External link], hay[image: External link], sunflowers[image: External link], and oilseeds[image: External link]. In addition, the United States Department of Agriculture[image: External link] (USDA) provides livestock statistics regarding beef[image: External link], poultry[image: External link], pork[image: External link], and dairy products[image: External link]. The country is the primary developer and grower of genetically modified food[image: External link], representing half of the world's biotech crops.[451]

Consumer spending[image: External link] comprises 68% of the U.S. economy in 2015.[452] In August 2010, the American labor force consisted of 154.1 million people. With 21.2 million people, government is the leading field of employment. The largest private employment sector is health care and social assistance, with 16.4 million people. About 12% of workers are unionized[image: External link], compared to 30% in Western Europe[image: External link].[453] The World Bank ranks the United States first in the ease of hiring and firing workers.[454] The United States is ranked among the top three in the Global Competitiveness Report[image: External link] as well. It has a smaller welfare state[image: External link] and redistributes less income through government action than European nations tend to.[455]

The United States is the only advanced economy that does not guarantee its workers paid vacation[image: External link][456] and is one of just a few countries in the world without paid family leave[image: External link] as a legal right, with the others being Papua New Guinea[image: External link], Suriname[image: External link] and Liberia[image: External link].[457] While federal law currently does not require sick leave, it is a common benefit for government workers and full-time employees at corporations.[458] 74% of full-time American workers get paid sick leave, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, although only 24% of part-time workers get the same benefits.[458] In 2009, the United States had the third-highest workforce productivity[image: External link] per person in the world, behind Luxembourg[image: External link] and Norway[image: External link]. It was fourth in productivity per hour, behind those two countries and the Netherlands[image: External link].[459]

The 2008–2012 global recession[image: External link] significantly affected the United States, with output still below potential according to the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link].[460] It brought high unemployment[image: External link] (which has been decreasing but remains above pre-recession levels), along with low consumer confidence[image: External link], the continuing decline in home values and increase in foreclosures and personal bankruptcies[image: External link], an escalating federal debt crisis, inflation[image: External link], and rising petroleum and food prices[image: External link]. There remains a record proportion of long-term unemployed[image: External link], continued decreasing household income[image: External link], and tax and federal budget increases[image: External link].[461][462][463]
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Further information: Income in the United States[image: External link], Poverty in the United States[image: External link], Affluence in the United States[image: External link], United States counties by per capita income[image: External link], and Income inequality in the United States[image: External link]


Americans have the highest average household[image: External link] and employee[image: External link] income among OECD nations, and in 2007 had the second-highest median household income[image: External link].[464][465][466] According to the Census Bureau, median household income was $53,657 in 2014.[467] Despite accounting for only 4.4% of the global population, Americans collectively possess 41.6% of the world's total wealth,[468] and Americans make up roughly half of the world's population of millionaires.[469] The Global Food Security Index[image: External link] ranked the U.S. number one for food affordability and overall food security in March 2013.[470] Americans on average have over twice as much living space per dwelling and per person as European Union[image: External link] residents, and more than every EU nation.[471] For 2013 the United Nations Development Programme[image: External link] ranked the United States 5th among 187 countries in its Human Development Index[image: External link] and 28th in its inequality-adjusted HDI[image: External link] (IHDI).[472]

There has been a widening gap between productivity and median incomes since the 1970s.[473] However, the gap between total compensation and productivity is not as wide because of increased employee benefits such as health insurance.[474] While inflation[image: External link]-adjusted ("real") household income[image: External link] had been increasing almost every year from 1947 to 1999, it has since been flat on balance and has even decreased recently.[475] According to Congressional Research Service[image: External link], during this same period, immigration to the United States[image: External link] increased, while the lower 90% of tax filers incomes became stagnant, and eventually decreasing since 2000.[476] The rise in the share of total annual income received by the top 1 percent, which has more than doubled from 9 percent in 1976 to 20 percent in 2011, has significantly affected income inequality[image: External link],[477] leaving the United States with one of the widest income distributions among OECD nations.[478] The post-recession income gains have been very uneven, with the top 1 percent capturing 95 percent of the income gains from 2009 to 2012.[479] The extent and relevance of income inequality is a matter of debate.[480][ disputed[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]][481]



	United States' families median net worth



	in 2013 dollars
	1998
	2013
	change



	All families
	$102,500
	$81,200
	-20.8%



	Bottom 20% of incomes
	$8,300
	$6,100
	-26.5%



	2nd lowest 20% of incomes
	$47,400
	$22,400
	-52.7%



	Middle 20% of incomes
	$76,300
	$61,700
	-19.1%



	Top 10%
	$646,600
	$1,130,700
	+74.9%




Wealth[image: External link], like income and taxes, is highly concentrated[image: External link]; the richest 10% of the adult population possess 72% of the country's household wealth, while the bottom half claim only 2%.[483] Between June 2007 and November 2008 the global recession[image: External link] led to falling asset prices around the world. Assets owned by Americans lost about a quarter of their value.[484] Since peaking in the second quarter of 2007, household wealth was down $14 trillion, but has since increased $14 trillion over 2006 levels.[485][486] At the end of 2014, household debt[image: External link] amounted to $11.8 trillion,[487] down from $13.8 trillion at the end of 2008.[488]

There were about 578,424 sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons in the U.S.[image: External link] in January 2014, with almost two-thirds staying in an emergency shelter or transitional housing program.[489] In 2011 16.7 million children lived in food-insecure households[image: External link], about 35% more than 2007 levels, though only 1.1% of U.S. children, or 845,000, saw reduced food intake or disrupted eating patterns at some point during the year, and most cases were not chronic.[490] According to a 2014 report by the Census Bureau, one in five young adults lives in poverty[image: External link] today, up from one in seven in 1980.[491]
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Main article: Transportation in the United States[image: External link]


Personal transportation is dominated by automobiles, which operate on a network of 4 million miles (6.4 million km) of public roads,[493] including one of the world's longest highway systems[image: External link] at 57,000 miles (91700 km).[494] The world's second-largest automobile market,[495] the United States has the highest rate of per-capita vehicle ownership in the world, with 765 vehicles per 1,000 Americans.[496] About 40% of personal vehicles[image: External link] are vans, SUVs[image: External link], or light trucks.[497] The average American adult (accounting for all drivers and non-drivers) spends 55 minutes driving every day, traveling 29 miles (47 km).[498]

Mass transit accounts for 9% of total U.S. work trips[image: External link].[500][501] Transport of goods by rail[image: External link] is extensive, though relatively low numbers of passengers (approximately 31 million annually) use intercity rail to travel, partly because of the low population density throughout much of the U.S. interior.[502][503] However, ridership on Amtrak[image: External link], the national intercity passenger rail system[image: External link], grew by almost 37% between 2000 and 2010.[504] Also, light rail development[image: External link] has increased in recent years.[505] Bicycle usage for work commutes is minimal.[506]

The civil airline industry[image: External link] is entirely privately owned and has been largely deregulated since 1978[image: External link], while most major airports[image: External link] are publicly owned.[507] The three largest airlines in the world by passengers carried are U.S.-based; American Airlines[image: External link] is number one after its 2013 acquisition by US Airways[image: External link].[508] Of the world's 50 busiest passenger airports[image: External link], 16 are in the United States, including the busiest, Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport[image: External link], and the fourth-busiest, O'Hare International Airport[image: External link] in Chicago.[509]
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Further information: Energy policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States energy[image: External link] market is about 29,000 terawatt hours[image: External link] per year.[510] Energy consumption per capita[image: External link] is 7.8 tons (7076 kg) of oil equivalent per year, the 10th-highest rate in the world. In 2005, 40% of this energy came from petroleum, 23% from coal, and 22% from natural gas. The remainder was supplied by nuclear power and renewable energy[image: External link] sources.[511] The United States is the world's largest consumer of petroleum.[512]

For decades, nuclear power[image: External link] has played a limited role relative to many other developed countries, in part because of public perception in the wake of a 1979 accident[image: External link]. In 2007, several applications for new nuclear plants were filed.[513] The United States has 27% of global coal reserves.[514] It is the world's largest producer of natural gas and crude oil.[515]
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Main article: Drinking water supply and sanitation in the United States[image: External link]


Issues that affect water supply in the United States include droughts in the West, water scarcity[image: External link], pollution[image: External link], a backlog of investment, concerns about the affordability of water for the poorest, and a rapidly retiring workforce. Increased variability and intensity of rainfall as a result of climate change[image: External link] is expected to produce both more severe droughts and flooding, with potentially serious consequences for water supply and for pollution from combined sewer overflows[image: External link].[516][517][fn 13]
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Main article: Education in the United States[image: External link]


American public education[image: External link] is operated by state and local governments, regulated by the United States Department of Education[image: External link] through restrictions on federal grants. In most states, children are required to attend school from the age of six or seven (generally, kindergarten[image: External link] or first grade[image: External link]) until they turn 18 (generally bringing them through twelfth grade[image: External link], the end of high school[image: External link]); some states allow students to leave school at 16 or 17.[520]

About 12% of children are enrolled in parochial[image: External link] or nonsectarian[image: External link] private schools[image: External link]. Just over 2% of children are homeschooled[image: External link].[521] The U.S. spends more on education per student than any nation in the world, spending more than $11,000 per elementary student in 2010 and more than $12,000 per high school student.[522] Some 80% of U.S. college students attend public universities[image: External link].[523]

The United States has many competitive private and public institutions of higher education[image: External link]. The majority of the world's top universities listed by different ranking organizations are in the U.S.[524][525][526] There are also local community colleges[image: External link] with generally more open admission policies, shorter academic programs, and lower tuition. Of Americans 25 and older, 84.6% graduated from high school, 52.6% attended some college, 27.2% earned a bachelor's degree[image: External link], and 9.6% earned graduate degrees.[527] The basic literacy[image: External link] rate is approximately 99%.[10][528] The United Nations assigns the United States an Education Index of 0.97, tying it for 12th in the world.[529]

As for public expenditures on higher education, the U.S. trails some other OECD[image: External link] nations but spends more per student than the OECD average, and more than all nations in combined public and private spending.[522][530] As of 2012, student loan debt[image: External link] exceeded one trillion dollars, more than Americans owe on credit cards.[531]
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Main article: Culture of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Alaska Natives § Cultures[image: External link], Native American cultures in the United States[image: External link], Culture of the Native Hawaiians[image: External link], Social class in the United States[image: External link], Public holidays in the United States[image: External link], and Tourism in the United States[image: External link]


The United States is home to many cultures[image: External link] and a wide variety of ethnic groups, traditions, and values.[25][532] Aside from the Native American[image: External link], Native Hawaiian[image: External link], and Native Alaskan[image: External link] populations, nearly all Americans or their ancestors settled or immigrated within the past five centuries.[533] Mainstream American culture is a Western culture[image: External link] largely derived from the traditions of European immigrants[image: External link] with influences from many other sources, such as traditions brought by slaves from Africa[image: External link].[25][534] More recent immigration from Asia[image: External link] and especially Latin America[image: External link] has added to a cultural mix that has been described as both a homogenizing melting pot[image: External link], and a heterogeneous salad bowl[image: External link] in which immigrants and their descendants retain distinctive cultural characteristics.[25]

Core American culture was established by Protestant[image: External link] British colonists and shaped by the frontier[image: External link] settlement process, with the traits derived passed down to descendants and transmitted to immigrants through assimilation. Americans have traditionally been characterized by a strong work ethic[image: External link], competitiveness, and individualism,[535] as well as a unifying belief in an "American creed[image: External link]" emphasizing liberty, equality, private property, democracy, rule of law, and a preference for limited government.[536] Americans are extremely charitable by global standards. According to a 2006 British study, Americans gave 1.67% of GDP to charity, more than any other nation studied, more than twice the second place British figure of 0.73%, and around twelve times the French figure of 0.14%.[537][538]

The American Dream[image: External link], or the perception that Americans enjoy high social mobility[image: External link], plays a key role in attracting immigrants.[539] Whether this perception is realistic has been a topic of debate.[540][541][542][543][429][544] While mainstream culture holds that the United States is a classless society[image: External link],[545] scholars identify significant differences between the country's social classes, affecting socialization[image: External link], language, and values.[546] Americans' self-images, social viewpoints, and cultural expectations are associated with their occupations to an unusually close degree.[547] While Americans tend greatly to value socioeconomic achievement, being ordinary or average[image: External link] is generally seen as a positive attribute.[548]
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Main article: Cuisine of the United States[image: External link]


Mainstream American cuisine is similar to that in other Western countries. Wheat[image: External link] is the primary cereal grain with about three-quarters of grain products made of wheat flour[549] and many dishes use indigenous ingredients, such as turkey, venison, potatoes, sweet potatoes, corn, squash, and maple syrup which were consumed by Native Americans and early European settlers.[550] These home grown foods are part of a shared national menu on one of America's most popular holidays; Thanksgiving[image: External link], when some Americans make traditional foods to celebrate the occasion.[551]

Characteristic dishes such as apple pie, fried chicken, pizza, hamburgers, and hot dogs derive from the recipes of various immigrants. French fries, Mexican[image: External link] dishes such as burritos and tacos, and pasta dishes freely adapted from Italian[image: External link] sources are widely consumed.[553] Americans drink three times as much coffee as tea.[554] Marketing by U.S. industries is largely responsible for making orange juice and milk ubiquitous breakfast[image: External link] beverages.[555][556]

American eating habits owe a great deal to that of their British culinary[image: External link] roots with some variations. Although American lands could grow newer vegetables that Britain could not, most colonists would not eat these new foods until accepted by Europeans.[557] Over time American foods changed to a point that food critic, John L. Hess[image: External link] stated in 1972: "Our founding fathers were as far superior to our present political leaders in the quality of their food as they were in the quality of their prose and intelligence".[558]

The American fast food[image: External link] industry, the world's largest,[559] pioneered the drive-through[image: External link] format in the 1940s.[560] Fast food consumption has sparked health concerns. During the 1980s and 1990s, Americans' caloric intake rose 24%;[553] frequent dining at fast food outlets is associated with what public health officials call the American "obesity epidemic[image: External link]".[561] Highly sweetened soft drinks are widely popular, and sugared beverages account for nine percent of American caloric intake.[562]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Literature, philosophy, and the arts




Main articles: American literature[image: External link], American philosophy[image: External link], Architecture of the United States[image: External link], Visual art of the United States[image: External link], and American classical music[image: External link]


In the 18th and early 19th centuries, American art and literature took most of its cues from Europe. Writers such as Nathaniel Hawthorne[image: External link], Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link], and Henry David Thoreau[image: External link] established a distinctive American literary voice by the middle of the 19th century. Mark Twain[image: External link] and poet Walt Whitman[image: External link] were major figures in the century's second half; Emily Dickinson[image: External link], virtually unknown during her lifetime, is now recognized as an essential American poet.[563] A work seen as capturing fundamental aspects of the national experience and character—such as Herman Melville[image: External link]'s Moby-Dick[image: External link] (1851), Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn[image: External link] (1885), F. Scott Fitzgerald[image: External link]'s The Great Gatsby[image: External link] (1925) and Harper Lee[image: External link]'s To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link] (1960)—may be dubbed the "Great American Novel[image: External link]".[564]

Twelve U.S. citizens have won the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link], most recently Bob Dylan[image: External link] in 2016. William Faulkner[image: External link], Ernest Hemingway[image: External link] and John Steinbeck[image: External link] are often named among the most influential writers of the 20th century.[565] Popular literary genres such as the Western[image: External link] and hardboiled[image: External link] crime fiction developed in the United States. The Beat Generation[image: External link] writers opened up new literary approaches, as have postmodernist[image: External link] authors such as John Barth[image: External link], Thomas Pynchon[image: External link], and Don DeLillo[image: External link].[566]

The transcendentalists[image: External link], led by Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link], established the first major American philosophical movement[image: External link]. After the Civil War, Charles Sanders Peirce[image: External link] and then William James[image: External link] and John Dewey[image: External link] were leaders in the development of pragmatism[image: External link]. In the 20th century, the work of W. V. O. Quine[image: External link] and Richard Rorty[image: External link], and later Noam Chomsky[image: External link], brought analytic philosophy[image: External link] to the fore of American philosophical academia. John Rawls[image: External link] and Robert Nozick[image: External link] led a revival of political philosophy[image: External link]. Cornel West[image: External link] and Judith Butler[image: External link] have led a continental tradition in American philosophical academia. Chicago school economists[image: External link] like Milton Friedman[image: External link], James M. Buchanan[image: External link], and Thomas Sowell[image: External link] have affected various fields in social and political philosophy.[567][568]

In the visual arts, the Hudson River School[image: External link] was a mid-19th-century movement in the tradition of European naturalism[image: External link]. The realist paintings of Thomas Eakins[image: External link] are now widely celebrated. The 1913 Armory Show[image: External link] in New York City, an exhibition of European modernist art[image: External link], shocked the public and transformed the U.S. art scene.[569] Georgia O'Keeffe[image: External link], Marsden Hartley[image: External link], and others experimented with new, individualistic styles. Major artistic movements such as the abstract expressionism[image: External link] of Jackson Pollock[image: External link] and Willem de Kooning[image: External link] and the pop art[image: External link] of Andy Warhol[image: External link] and Roy Lichtenstein[image: External link] developed largely in the United States. The tide of modernism and then postmodernism[image: External link] has brought fame to American architects such as Frank Lloyd Wright[image: External link], Philip Johnson[image: External link], and Frank Gehry[image: External link].[570] Americans have long been important in the modern artistic medium of photography[image: External link], with major photographers including Alfred Stieglitz[image: External link], Edward Steichen[image: External link], and Ansel Adams[image: External link].[571]

One of the first major promoters of American theater[image: External link] was impresario P. T. Barnum[image: External link], who began operating a lower Manhattan[image: External link] entertainment complex in 1841. The team of Harrigan and Hart[image: External link] produced a series of popular musical comedies in New York starting in the late 1870s. In the 20th century, the modern musical form emerged on Broadway; the songs of musical theater composers such as Irving Berlin[image: External link], Cole Porter[image: External link], and Stephen Sondheim have become pop standards[image: External link]. Playwright Eugene O'Neill[image: External link] won the Nobel literature prize in 1936; other acclaimed U.S. dramatists include multiple Pulitzer Prize winners Tennessee Williams[image: External link], Edward Albee[image: External link], and August Wilson[image: External link].[573]

Though little known at the time, Charles Ives[image: External link]'s work of the 1910s established him as the first major U.S. composer in the classical tradition, while experimentalists such as Henry Cowell[image: External link] and John Cage[image: External link] created a distinctive American approach to classical composition. Aaron Copland[image: External link] and George Gershwin[image: External link] developed a new synthesis of popular and classical music.

Choreographers[image: External link] Isadora Duncan[image: External link] and Martha Graham[image: External link] helped create modern dance[image: External link], while George Balanchine[image: External link] and Jerome Robbins[image: External link] were leaders in 20th-century ballet.
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Main article: Music of the United States[image: External link]


The rhythmic and lyrical styles of African-American music[image: External link] have deeply influenced American music[image: External link] at large, distinguishing it from European traditions. Elements from folk[image: External link] idioms such as the blues[image: External link] and what is now known as old-time music[image: External link] were adopted and transformed into popular genres[image: External link] with global audiences. Jazz[image: External link] was developed by innovators such as Louis Armstrong[image: External link] and Duke Ellington[image: External link] early in the 20th century. Country music[image: External link] developed in the 1920s, and rhythm and blues[image: External link] in the 1940s.[574]

Elvis Presley[image: External link] and Chuck Berry[image: External link] were among the mid-1950s pioneers of rock and roll[image: External link]. In the 1960s, Bob Dylan[image: External link] emerged from the folk revival[image: External link] to become one of America's most celebrated songwriters and James Brown[image: External link] led the development of funk[image: External link]. More recent American creations include hip hop and house music[image: External link]. American pop stars such as Presley, Michael Jackson[image: External link], and Madonna[image: External link] have become global celebrities,[574] as have contemporary musical artists such as Taylor Swift[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link], and Beyoncé[image: External link] as well as hip hop artists Jay Z[image: External link], Eminem[image: External link] and Kanye West[image: External link].[575] Rock bands such as Metallica[image: External link], the Eagles[image: External link], and Aerosmith[image: External link] are among the highest grossing[image: External link] in worldwide sales.[576][577][578]
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Main article: Cinema of the United States[image: External link]


Hollywood[image: External link], a northern district of Los Angeles[image: External link], California, is one of the leaders in motion picture production.[579] The world's first commercial motion picture exhibition was given in New York City in 1894, using Thomas Edison[image: External link]'s Kinetoscope[image: External link].[580] The next year saw the first commercial screening of a projected film, also in New York, and the United States was in the forefront of sound film[image: External link]'s development in the following decades. Since the early 20th century, the U.S. film industry has largely been based in and around Hollywood, although in the 21st century an increasing number of films are not made there, and film companies have been subject to the forces of globalization.[581]

Director D. W. Griffith[image: External link], American's top filmmaker during the silent film period, was central to the development of film grammar[image: External link], and producer/entrepreneur Walt Disney[image: External link] was a leader in both animated film[image: External link] and movie merchandising[image: External link].[582] Directors such as John Ford[image: External link] redefined the image of the American Old West and history, and, like others such as John Huston[image: External link], broadened the possibilities of cinema with location shooting, with great influence on subsequent directors. The industry enjoyed its golden years, in what is commonly referred to as the "Golden Age of Hollywood[image: External link]", from the early sound period until the early 1960s,[583] with screen actors such as John Wayne[image: External link] and Marilyn Monroe[image: External link] becoming iconic figures.[584][585] In the 1970s, film directors such as Martin Scorsese[image: External link], Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link] and Robert Altman[image: External link] were a vital component in what became known as "New Hollywood[image: External link]" or the "Hollywood Renaissance",[586] grittier films influenced by French and Italian realist pictures of the post-war period[image: External link].[587] Since, directors such as Steven Spielberg[image: External link], George Lucas[image: External link] and James Cameron[image: External link] have gained renown for their blockbuster films, often characterized by high production costs, and in return, high earnings at the box office, with Cameron's Avatar[image: External link] (2009) earning more than $2 billion.[588]

Notable films topping the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s AFI 100[image: External link] list include Orson Welles[image: External link]'s Citizen Kane[image: External link] (1941), which is frequently cited as the greatest film of all time,[589][590] Casablanca[image: External link] (1942), The Godfather[image: External link] (1972), Gone with the Wind[image: External link] (1939), Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link] (1962), The Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1939), The Graduate[image: External link] (1967), On the Waterfront[image: External link] (1954), Schindler's List[image: External link] (1993), Singin' in the Rain[image: External link] (1952), It's a Wonderful Life[image: External link] (1946) and Sunset Boulevard[image: External link] (1950).[591] The Academy Awards[image: External link], popularly known as the Oscars, have been held annually by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] since 1929,[592] and the Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] have been held annually since January 1944.[593]
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Main article: Sports in the United States[image: External link]


American football[image: External link] is by several measures the most popular spectator sport;[595] the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) has the highest average attendance of any sports league in the world, and the Super Bowl[image: External link] is watched by millions globally. Baseball[image: External link] has been regarded as the U.S. national sport[image: External link] since the late 19th century, with Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB) being the top league. Basketball[image: External link] and ice hockey[image: External link] are the country's next two leading professional team sports[image: External link], with the top leagues being the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA) and the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL). These four major sports, when played professionally, each occupy a season at different, but overlapping, times of the year. College football[image: External link] and basketball[image: External link] attract large audiences.[596] In soccer[image: External link], the country hosted the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], the men's national soccer team[image: External link] qualified for ten World Cups and the women's team[image: External link] has won the FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link] three times; Major League Soccer[image: External link] is the sport's highest league in the United States (featuring 19 American and 3 Canadian teams). The market for professional sports in the United States is roughly $69 billion, roughly 50% larger than that of all of Europe, the Middle East, and Africa combined.[597]

Eight Olympic Games[image: External link] have taken place in the United States. As of 2014, the United States has won 2,400 medals at the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link], more than any other country, and 281 in the Winter Olympic Games[image: External link], the second most behind Norway.[598] While most major U.S. sports have evolved out of European practices, basketball[image: External link], volleyball[image: External link], skateboarding[image: External link], and snowboarding[image: External link] are American inventions, some of which have become popular in other countries. Lacrosse[image: External link] and surfing[image: External link] arose from Native American and Native Hawaiian activities that predate Western contact.[599] The most watched individual sports[image: External link] are golf[image: External link] and auto racing[image: External link], particularly NASCAR[image: External link].[600][601] Rugby union[image: External link] is considered the fastest growing sport in the U.S., with registered players numbered at 115,000+ and a further 1.2 million participants.[602]
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Main article: Media of the United States[image: External link]


The four major broadcasters in the U.S. are the National Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (NBC), Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] (CBS), the American Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (ABC) and Fox[image: External link]. The four major broadcast television networks[image: External link] are all commercial entities. Cable television[image: External link] offers hundreds of channels catering to a variety of niches.[603] Americans listen to radio programming, also largely commercial, on average just over two-and-a-half hours a day.[604]

In 1998, the number of U.S. commercial radio stations had grown to 4,793 AM stations and 5,662 FM stations. In addition, there are 1,460 public radio stations. Most of these stations are run by universities and public authorities for educational purposes and are financed by public or private funds, subscriptions and corporate underwriting. Much public-radio broadcasting is supplied by NPR (formerly National Public Radio). NPR was incorporated in February 1970 under the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967; its television counterpart, PBS, was also created by the same legislation. (NPR and PBS are operated separately from each other.) As of September 30, 2014, there are 15,433 licensed full-power radio stations in the US according to the U.S. Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC).[605]

Well-known newspapers are The Wall Street Journal[image: External link], The New York Times and USA Today. Although the cost of publishing has increased over the years, the price of newspapers has generally remained low, forcing newspapers to rely more on advertising revenue and on articles provided by a major wire service, such as the Associated Press or Reuters, for their national and world coverage. With very few exceptions, all the newspapers in the U.S. are privately owned, either by large chains such as Gannett[image: External link] or McClatchy[image: External link], which own dozens or even hundreds of newspapers; by small chains that own a handful of papers; or in a situation that is increasingly rare, by individuals or families. Major cities often have "alternative weeklies" to complement the mainstream daily papers, for example, New York City's The Village Voice[image: External link] or Los Angeles' LA Weekly[image: External link], to name two of the best-known. Major cities may also support a local business journal, trade papers relating to local industries, and papers for local ethnic and social groups. Early versions of the American newspaper comic strip[image: External link] and the American comic book[image: External link] began appearing in the 19th century. In 1938, Superman[image: External link], the comic book superhero[image: External link] of DC Comics[image: External link], developed into an American icon.[606] Aside from web portals[image: External link] and search engines[image: External link], the most popular websites are Facebook[image: External link], YouTube[image: External link], Wikipedia[image: External link], Yahoo.com[image: External link], eBay[image: External link], Amazon[image: External link] and Twitter.[607]

More than 800 publications are produced in Spanish, the second most widely spoken mother tongue behind English.[608][609]
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Main articles: Science and technology in the United States[image: External link] and Science policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has been a leader in technological innovation since the late 19th century and scientific research since the mid-20th century. Methods for producing interchangeable parts[image: External link] were developed by the U.S. War Department by the Federal Armories during the first half of the 19th century. This technology, along with the establishment of a machine tool[image: External link] industry, enabled the U.S. to have large scale manufacturing of sewing machines, bicycles and other items in the late 19th century and became known as the American system of manufacturing[image: External link]. Factory electrification[image: External link] in the early 20th century and introduction of the assembly line[image: External link] and other labor saving techniques created the system called mass production[image: External link].[610]

In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link] was awarded the first U.S. patent for the telephone[image: External link]. Thomas Edison[image: External link]'s research laboratory[image: External link], one of the first of its kind, developed the phonograph[image: External link], the first long-lasting light bulb[image: External link], and the first viable movie camera[image: External link].[611] The latter lead to emergence of the worldwide entertainment industry[image: External link]. In the early 20th century, the automobile companies of Ransom E. Olds[image: External link] and Henry Ford[image: External link] popularized the assembly line[image: External link]. The Wright brothers[image: External link], in 1903, made the first sustained and controlled heavier-than-air powered flight[image: External link].[612]

The rise of Fascism[image: External link] and Nazism[image: External link] in the 1920s and 1930s led many European scientists, including Albert Einstein[image: External link], Enrico Fermi[image: External link], and John von Neumann[image: External link], to immigrate to the United States.[613] During World War II, the Manhattan Project[image: External link] developed nuclear weapons, ushering in the Atomic Age[image: External link], while the Space Race[image: External link] produced rapid advances in rocketry, materials science[image: External link], and aeronautics[image: External link].[614][615]

The invention of the transistor[image: External link] in the 1950s, a key active component in practically all modern electronics[image: External link], led to many technological developments and a significant expansion of the U.S. technology industry.[616][617][618] This in turn led to the establishment of many new technology companies and regions around the country such as in Silicon Valley[image: External link] in California. Advancements by American microprocessor[image: External link] companies such as Advanced Micro Devices[image: External link] (AMD), and Intel[image: External link] along with both computer software[image: External link] and hardware[image: External link] companies that include Adobe Systems[image: External link], Apple Computer[image: External link], IBM[image: External link], Microsoft[image: External link], and Sun Microsystems[image: External link] created and popularized the personal computer[image: External link]. The ARPANET[image: External link] was developed in the 1960s to meet Defense Department[image: External link] requirements, and became the first of a series of networks which evolved[image: External link] into the Internet[image: External link].[619]

These advancements then lead to greater personalization[image: External link] of technology for individual use.[620] As of 2013, 83.8% of American households owned at least one computer[image: External link], and 73.3% had high-speed Internet service.[621] 91% of Americans also own a mobile phone as of May 2013.[622] The United States ranks highly with regard to freedom of use of the internet.[623]

In the 21st century, approximately two-thirds of research and development funding comes from the private sector.[624] The United States leads the world in scientific research papers and impact factor[image: External link].[625]
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See also: Health care in the United States[image: External link], Health care reform in the United States[image: External link], and Health insurance in the United States[image: External link]


PPP-adjusted[image: External link], compared amongst various first world nations.]] The United States has a life expectancy of 79.8 years at birth, up from 75.2 years in 1990.[627][628][629] Increasing obesity in the United States and health improvements elsewhere have contributed to lowering the country's rank in life expectancy from 1987, when it was 11th in the world.[630] Obesity rates in the United States[image: External link] are amongst the highest in the world.[631]

Approximately one-third of the adult population is obese and an additional third is overweight;[632] the obesity rate, the highest in the industrialized world, has more than doubled in the last quarter-century.[633] Obesity-related type 2 diabetes[image: External link] is considered epidemic by health care professionals.[634] The infant mortality rate of 6.17 per thousand places the United States 56th-lowest out of 224 countries.[635]

In 2010, coronary artery disease[image: External link], lung cancer[image: External link], stroke[image: External link], chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases[image: External link], and traffic accidents caused the most years of life lost in the U.S. Low back pain, depression[image: External link], musculoskeletal disorders[image: External link], neck pain, and anxiety[image: External link] caused the most years lost to disability. The most deleterious risk factors[image: External link] were poor diet, tobacco smoking, obesity, high blood pressure[image: External link], high blood sugar[image: External link], physical inactivity[image: External link], and alcohol use. Alzheimer's disease[image: External link], drug abuse, kidney disease[image: External link] and cancer, and falls caused the most additional years of life lost over their age-adjusted 1990 per-capita rates.[629] U.S. teenage pregnancy and abortion rates are substantially higher than in other Western nations, especially among blacks and Hispanics.[636]

The U.S. is a global leader in medical innovation. America solely developed or contributed significantly to 9 of the top 10 most important medical innovations since 1975 as ranked by a 2001 poll of physicians, while the European Union and Switzerland together contributed to five.[637] Since 1966, more Americans have received the Nobel Prize in Medicine[image: External link] than the rest of the world combined. From 1989 to 2002, four times more money was invested in private biotechnology companies in America than in Europe.[638] The U.S. health-care system far outspends[image: External link] any other nation, measured in both per capita spending and percentage of GDP.[639]

Health-care coverage in the United States is a combination of public and private efforts and is not universal[image: External link]. In 2014, 13.4% of the population did not carry health insurance[image: External link].[640] The subject of uninsured and underinsured Americans is a major political issue.[641][642] In 2006, Massachusetts[image: External link] became the first state to mandate universal health insurance.[643] Federal legislation[image: External link] passed in early 2010 would ostensibly create a near-universal health insurance system around the country by 2014, though the bill and its ultimate effect are issues of controversy.[644][645]
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^ English is the official language[image: External link] of 32 states; English and Hawaiian[image: External link] are both official languages in Hawaii[image: External link], and English and 20 Indigenous languages[image: External link] are official in Alaska[image: External link]. Algonquian[image: External link], Cherokee[image: External link], and Sioux[image: External link] are among many other official languages in Native-controlled lands throughout the country. French[image: External link] is a de facto, but unofficial, language in Maine[image: External link] and Louisiana[image: External link], while New Mexico[image: External link] law grants Spanish[image: External link] a special status.[4][5][6][7]


	
^ In five territories, English as well as one or more indigenous languages are official: Spanish[image: External link] in Puerto Rico, Samoan[image: External link] in American Samoa, Chamorro[image: External link] in both Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands. Carolinian[image: External link] is also an official language in the Northern Mariana Islands.


	
^ Whether the United States or China[image: External link] is larger has been disputed[image: External link]. The figure given is from the U.S. Census and United Nations.[11]


	
^ See Time in the United States[image: External link] for details about laws governing time zones in the United States.


	
^ Except American Samoa[image: External link] and the Virgin Islands[image: External link].


	
^ The five major territories are American Samoa[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], Puerto Rico[image: External link], and the United States Virgin Islands[image: External link]. There are eleven smaller island areas without permanent populations: Baker Island[image: External link], Howland Island[image: External link], Jarvis Island[image: External link], Johnston Atoll[image: External link], Kingman Reef[image: External link], Midway Atoll[image: External link], and Palmyra Atoll[image: External link]. U.S. sovereignty over Bajo Nuevo Bank[image: External link], Navassa Island[image: External link], Serranilla Bank[image: External link], and Wake Island[image: External link] is disputed.[19]


	
^ The following two primary sources (non-mirrored) represent the range (min./max.) of total area for China and the United States. Both sources exclude Taiwan from the area of China.


	The Encyclopædia Britannica lists China as world's third-largest country (after Russia and Canada) with a total area of 9,572,900 sq km,[21] and the United States as fourth-largest at 9,526,468 sq km. The figure for the United States is less than in the CIA Factbook because it excludes coastal and territorial waters.[22]

	The CIA World Factbook lists the United States as the third-largest country (after Russia and Canada) with total area of 9,833,517 sq km,[23] and China as fourth-largest at 9,596,960 sq km.[24] This figure for the United States is greater than in the Encyclopædia Britannica because it includes coastal and territorial waters.







	
^ The United States has a very diverse population; 37 ancestry groups[image: External link] have more than one million members.[232] German Americans[image: External link] are the largest ethnic group (more than 50 million) – followed by Irish Americans[image: External link] (circa 37 million), Mexican Americans[image: External link] (circa 31 million) and English Americans[image: External link] (circa 28 million).[233][234] White Americans[image: External link] are the largest racial group[image: External link]; black Americans[image: External link] are the nation's largest racial minority[image: External link] (note that in the U.S. Census, Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] are counted as an ethnic group, not a "racial" group), and third-largest ancestry group.[232] Asian Americans[image: External link] are the country's second-largest racial minority; the three largest Asian American ethnic groups are Chinese Americans[image: External link], Filipino Americans[image: External link], and Indian Americans[image: External link].[232]


	
^ Fertility[image: External link] is also a factor; in 2010 the average Hispanic woman gave birth to 2.35 children in her lifetime, compared to 1.97 for non-Hispanic black women and 1.79 for non-Hispanic white women (both below the replacement rate[image: External link] of 2.1).[248] Minorities[image: External link] (as defined by the Census Bureau as all those beside non-Hispanic, non-multiracial whites) constituted 36.3% of the population in 2010 (this is nearly 40% in 2015),[249] and over 50% of children under age one,[250] and are projected to constitute the majority by 2042.[251] This contradicts the report by the National Vital Statistics Reports, based on the U.S. census data, which concludes that 54% (2,162,406 out of 3,999,386 in 2010) of births were non-Hispanic white.[248] The Hispanic birth rate plummeted 25% between 2006 and 2013 while the rate for non-Hispanics decreased just 5%.[252]


	
^ Source: 2015 American Community Survey[image: External link], U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link]. Most respondents who speak a language other than English at home also report speaking English "well" or "very well" For the language groups listed above, the strongest English-language proficiency is among speakers of German (96% report that they speak English "well" or "very well"), followed by speakers of French (93.5%), Tagalog (92.8%), Spanish (74.1%), Korean (71.5%), Chinese (70.4%), and Vietnamese (66.9%).


	
^ In January 2015, U.S. federal government debt held by the public was approximately $13 trillion, or about 72% of U.S. GDP. Intra-governmental holdings stood at $5 trillion, giving a combined total debt of $18.080 trillion.[372][373] By 2012, total federal debt had surpassed 100% of U.S. GDP.[374] The U.S. has a credit rating[image: External link] of AA+ from Standard & Poor's[image: External link], AAA from Fitch[image: External link], and AAA from Moody's[image: External link].[375]


	
^ The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute[image: External link], SIPRI, found that the United States' arms industry[image: External link] was the world's biggest exporter of major weapons from 2005 to 2009,[438] and remained the largest exporter of major weapons during a period between 2010 and 2014, followed by Russia, China (PRC), and Germany.[439]


	
^ Droughts are likely to particularly affect the 66 percent of Americans whose communities depend on surface water.[518] As for drinking water quality, there are concerns about disinfection by-products, lead[image: External link], perchlorates[image: External link] and pharmaceutical substances, but generally drinking water quality in the U.S.[image: External link] is good.[519]
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The Tony Awards[image: External link] are yearly awards that recognize achievement in live Broadway theatre. The award for Best Musical is one of the ceremony's longest-standing awards, having been presented each year since 1949. It is the final award presented at the ceremony. The award goes to the producers of the musical. The musicals that are nominated for this award are performed during the ceremony and before this award is presented. This is a list of winners and nominations for the Tony Award for Best Musical.
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	Leonard Bernstein[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	New Girl in Town[image: External link]
	George Abbott[image: External link]
	Bob Merrill[image: External link]



	Oh, Captain![image: External link]
	José Ferrer[image: External link] & Al Morgan[image: External link]
	Ray Evans[image: External link] & Jay Livingston[image: External link]



	Jamaica[image: External link]
	Yip Harburg[image: External link] & Fred Saidy[image: External link]
	Harold Arlen[image: External link]
	Harburg



	1959

13th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Redhead[image: External link]
	Dorothy[image: External link] & Herbert Fields[image: External link], David Shaw, & Sidney Sheldon[image: External link]
	Albert Hague[image: External link]
	D. Fields



	Flower Drum Song[image: External link]
	Joseph Fields[image: External link] & Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link]
	Richard Rodgers[image: External link]
	Hammerstein



	La Plume de Ma Tante[image: External link]
	Robert Dhery[image: External link]
	Gérard Calvi[image: External link]
	Ross Parker
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	Lyrics



	1960

14th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Sound of Music[image: External link]
	Russel Crouse[image: External link] & Howard Lindsay[image: External link]
	Richard Rodgers[image: External link]
	Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link]



	Fiorello! †
	George Abbott[image: External link] & Jerome Weidman[image: External link]
	Jerry Bock[image: External link]
	Sheldon Harnick[image: External link]



	Gypsy[image: External link]
	Arthur Laurents[image: External link]
	Jule Styne[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Once Upon a Mattress[image: External link]
	Marshall Barer[image: External link], Dean Fuller, & Jay Thompson[image: External link]
	Mary Rodgers[image: External link]
	Barer



	Take Me Along[image: External link]
	Bob Russell[image: External link] & Joseph Stein[image: External link]
	Bob Merrill[image: External link]



	1961

15th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Bye Bye Birdie[image: External link]
	Michael Stewart[image: External link]
	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	Lee Adams[image: External link]



	Do Re Mi[image: External link]
	Garson Kanin[image: External link]
	Jule Styne[image: External link]
	Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]



	Irma La Douce[image: External link]
	Alexandre Breffort[image: External link], David Heneker[image: External link], Julian More, & Monty Norman[image: External link]
	Marguerite Monnot[image: External link]
	Breffort, Heneker, More, Norman



	1962

16th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying †
	Abe Burrows[image: External link], Willie Gilbert[image: External link], & Jack Weinstock[image: External link]
	Frank Loesser[image: External link]



	Carnival![image: External link]
	Helen Deutsch[image: External link] & Michael Stewart[image: External link]
	Bob Merrill[image: External link]



	Milk and Honey[image: External link]
	Don Appell
	Jerry Herman[image: External link]



	No Strings[image: External link]
	Samuel A. Taylor[image: External link]
	Richard Rodgers[image: External link]



	1963

17th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum[image: External link]
	Larry Gelbart[image: External link] & Burt Shevelove[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Little Me[image: External link]
	Neil Simon[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Carolyn Leigh[image: External link]



	Oliver![image: External link]
	Lionel Bart[image: External link]



	Stop the World – I Want to Get Off[image: External link]
	Leslie Bricusse[image: External link] & Anthony Newley[image: External link]



	1964

18th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Hello, Dolly![image: External link]
	Michael Stewart[image: External link]
	Jerry Herman[image: External link]



	Funny Girl[image: External link]
	Isobel Lennart[image: External link]
	Jule Styne[image: External link]
	Bob Merrill[image: External link]



	High Spirits[image: External link]
	Timothy Gray[image: External link] & Hugh Martin[image: External link]



	She Loves Me[image: External link]
	Joe Masteroff[image: External link]
	Jerry Bock[image: External link]
	Sheldon Harnick[image: External link]



	1965

19th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]
	Joseph Stein[image: External link]
	Jerry Bock[image: External link]
	Sheldon Harnick[image: External link]



	Golden Boy[image: External link]
	William Gibson[image: External link] & Clifford Odets[image: External link]
	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	Lee Adams[image: External link]



	Half a Sixpence[image: External link]
	Beverley Cross[image: External link]
	David Heneker[image: External link]



	Oh, What a Lovely War![image: External link]
	Joan Littlewood[image: External link] & Theatre Workshop[image: External link]
	Various



	1966

20th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Man of La Mancha[image: External link]
	Dale Wasserman[image: External link]
	Mitch Leigh[image: External link]
	Joe Darion[image: External link]



	Mame[image: External link]
	Jerome Lawrence[image: External link] & Robert E. Lee[image: External link]
	Jerry Herman[image: External link]



	Skyscraper[image: External link]
	Peter Stone[image: External link]
	Jimmy Van Heusen[image: External link]
	Sammy Cahn[image: External link]



	Sweet Charity[image: External link]
	Neil Simon[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Dorothy Fields[image: External link]



	1967

21st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Cabaret[image: External link]
	Joe Masteroff[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	I Do! I Do![image: External link]
	Tom Jones[image: External link]
	Harvey Schmidt[image: External link]
	Jones



	The Apple Tree[image: External link]
	Jerry Bock[image: External link] & Sheldon Harnick[image: External link]
	Bock
	Harnick



	Walking Happy[image: External link]
	Ketti Frings[image: External link] & Roger O. Hirson[image: External link]
	Jimmy Van Heusen[image: External link]
	Sammy Cahn[image: External link]



	1968

22nd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Hallelujah, Baby![image: External link]
	Arthur Laurents[image: External link]
	Jule Styne[image: External link]
	Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]



	The Happy Time[image: External link]
	N. Richard Nash[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	How Now, Dow Jones[image: External link]
	Max Shulman[image: External link]
	Elmer Bernstein[image: External link]
	Carolyn Leigh[image: External link]



	Illya Darling[image: External link]
	Jules Dassin[image: External link]
	Manos Hatzidakis[image: External link]
	Joe Darion[image: External link]



	1969

23rd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	1776
	Peter Stone[image: External link]
	Sherman Edwards[image: External link]



	Hair[image: External link]
	James Rado[image: External link] & Gerome Ragni[image: External link]
	Galt MacDermot[image: External link]
	Rado



	Promises, Promises[image: External link]
	Neil Simon[image: External link]
	Burt Bacharach[image: External link]
	Hal David[image: External link]



	Zorba[image: External link]
	Joseph Stein[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]
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	1970

24th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Applause[image: External link]
	Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]
	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	Lee Adams[image: External link]



	Coco[image: External link]
	Alan Jay Lerner[image: External link]
	André Previn[image: External link]
	Lerner



	Purlie[image: External link]
	Ossie Davis[image: External link], Philip Rose[image: External link] & Peter Udell
	Gary Geld
	Udell



	1971

25th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Company[image: External link]
	George Furth[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	The Me Nobody Knows[image: External link]
	Stephen M. Joseph, Robert H. Livingston, & Herb Schapiro
	Gary William Friedman[image: External link]
	Will Holt[image: External link]



	The Rothschilds[image: External link]
	Sherman Yellen[image: External link]
	Jerry Bock[image: External link]
	Sheldon Harnick[image: External link]



	1972

26th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Two Gentlemen of Verona[image: External link]
	John Guare[image: External link] & Mel Shapiro[image: External link]
	Galt MacDermot[image: External link]
	Guare



	Ain't Supposed to Die a Natural Death[image: External link]
	Block[image: External link]



	Follies[image: External link]
	James Goldman[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Grease[image: External link]
	Warren Casey[image: External link] & Jim Jacobs[image: External link]



	1973

27th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	A Little Night Music[image: External link]
	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Don't Bother Me, I Can't Cope[image: External link]
	Micki Grant[image: External link]



	Pippin[image: External link]
	Bob Fosse[image: External link] & Roger O. Hirson[image: External link]
	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]



	Sugar[image: External link]
	Peter Stone[image: External link]
	Jule Styne[image: External link]
	Bob Merrill[image: External link]



	1974

28th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Raisin[image: External link]
	Robert Nemiroff & Charlotte Zaltzberg
	Judd Woldin[image: External link]
	Robert Brittan



	Over Here![image: External link]
	Will Holt[image: External link]
	Sherman Brothers[image: External link]



	Seesaw[image: External link]
	Michael Bennett[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Dorothy Fields[image: External link]



	1975

29th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Wiz
	William F. Brown[image: External link]
	Charlie Smalls[image: External link]



	Mack & Mabel[image: External link]
	Michael Stewart[image: External link]
	Jerry Herman[image: External link]



	The Lieutenant[image: External link]
	Gene Curty, Nitra Scharfman & Chuck Strand



	Shenandoah[image: External link]
	James Lee Barrett[image: External link], Philip Rose[image: External link], & Peter Udell
	Gary Geld
	Udell



	1976

30th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	A Chorus Line †
	James Kirkwood Jr.[image: External link]
	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	Ed Kleban[image: External link]



	Bubbling Brown Sugar[image: External link]
	Loften Mitchell
	Various



	Chicago[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link] & Bob Fosse[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Ebb



	Pacific Overtures[image: External link]
	John Weidman[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	1977

31st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Annie
	Thomas Meehan
	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	Martin Charnin[image: External link]



	Happy End[image: External link]
	Elisabeth Hauptmann[image: External link]
	Kurt Weill[image: External link]
	Bertolt Brecht[image: External link]



	I Love My Wife[image: External link]
	Michael Stewart[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Stewart



	Side by Side by Sondheim[image: External link]
	N/A
	Stephen Sondheim



	1978

32nd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Ain't Misbehavin'
	N/A
	Fats Waller[image: External link]
	Various



	Dancin'[image: External link]
	N/A
	Various



	On the Twentieth Century[image: External link]
	Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Comden & Green



	Runaways[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Swados[image: External link]



	1979

33rd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Sweeney Todd[image: External link]
	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Ballroom[image: External link]
	Jerome Kass[image: External link]
	Billy Goldenberg[image: External link]
	Alan & Marilyn Bergman[image: External link]



	The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas[image: External link]
	Larry L. King[image: External link] & Peter Masterson[image: External link]
	Carol Hall[image: External link]



	They're Playing Our Song[image: External link]
	Neil Simon[image: External link]
	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	Carole Bayer Sager[image: External link]
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	Year
	Musical
	Book
	Music
	Lyrics



	1980

34th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Evita
	Tim Rice[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Rice



	A Day in Hollywood / A Night in the Ukraine[image: External link]
	Dick Vosburgh[image: External link]
	Frank Lazarus
	Vosburgh



	Barnum[image: External link]
	Mark Bramble[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Michael Stewart[image: External link]



	Sugar Babies[image: External link]
	Ralph G. Allen[image: External link]
	Jimmy McHugh[image: External link]
	Al Dubin[image: External link] & Dorothy Fields[image: External link]



	1981

35th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	42nd Street[image: External link]
	Mark Bramble[image: External link] & Michael Stewart[image: External link]
	Harry Warren[image: External link]
	Al Dubin[image: External link]



	Sophisticated Ladies[image: External link]
	Donald McKayle[image: External link]
	Duke Ellington[image: External link]
	Various



	Tintypes[image: External link]
	Mel Marvin & Gary Pearle
	Various



	Woman of the Year[image: External link]
	Peter Stone[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	1982

36th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Nine
	Arthur Kopit[image: External link]
	Maury Yeston[image: External link]



	Dreamgirls[image: External link]
	Tom Eyen[image: External link]
	Henry Krieger[image: External link]
	Eyen



	Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat[image: External link]
	Tim Rice[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Rice



	Pump Boys and Dinettes[image: External link]
	John Foley, Mark Hardwick, Debra Monk[image: External link], Cass Morgan, John Schimmel & Jim Wann



	1983

37th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Cats[image: External link]
	T. S. Eliot[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Eliot & Trevor Nunn[image: External link]



	Blues in the Night[image: External link]
	N/A
	Various



	Merlin[image: External link]
	Richard Levinson[image: External link] & William Link[image: External link]
	Elmer Bernstein[image: External link]
	Don Black[image: External link]



	My One and Only[image: External link]
	Timothy S. Mayer & Peter Stone[image: External link]
	George Gershwin[image: External link]
	Ira Gershwin[image: External link]



	1984

38th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	La Cage aux Folles[image: External link]
	Harvey Fierstein[image: External link]
	Jerry Herman[image: External link]



	Baby[image: External link]
	Sybille Pearson[image: External link]
	David Shire[image: External link]
	Richard Maltby Jr.[image: External link]



	Sunday in the Park with George †
	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	The Tap Dance Kid[image: External link]
	Charles Blackwell[image: External link]
	Henry Krieger[image: External link]
	Robert Lorick[image: External link]



	1985

39th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Big River[image: External link]
	William Hauptman[image: External link]
	Roger Miller[image: External link]



	Grind[image: External link]
	Fay Kanin[image: External link]
	Larry Grossman[image: External link]
	Ellen Fitzhugh



	Leader of the Pack[image: External link]
	Anne Beatts[image: External link]
	Ellie Greenwich[image: External link]
	Various



	Quilters[image: External link]
	Barbara Damashek & Molly Newman[image: External link]
	Damashek



	1986

40th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Mystery of Edwin Drood
	Rupert Holmes[image: External link]



	Big Deal[image: External link]
	Bob Fosse[image: External link]
	Various



	Song and Dance[image: External link]
	N/A
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Don Black[image: External link]



	Tango Argentino
	N/A
	Various



	1987

41st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Les Misérables
	Alain Boublil[image: External link] & Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link]
	Schönberg
	Herbert Kretzmer[image: External link]



	Me and My Girl[image: External link]
	Douglas Furber[image: External link] & L. Arthur Rose
	Noel Gay[image: External link]
	Furber & Rose



	Rags[image: External link]
	Joseph Stein[image: External link]
	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]



	Starlight Express[image: External link]
	N/A
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Richard Stilgoe[image: External link]



	1988

42nd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link]
	Richard Stilgoe[image: External link] & Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Webber
	Charles Hart[image: External link]



	Into the Woods
	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Romance/Romance[image: External link]
	Barry Harman
	Keith Herrmann
	Harman



	Sarafina![image: External link]
	Mbongeni Ngema[image: External link]



	1989

43rd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Jerome Robbins' Broadway
	N/A
	Various



	Black and Blue[image: External link]
	N/A
	Various



	Starmites[image: External link]
	Barry Keating & Stuart Ross
	Keating
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	1990

44th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	City of Angels
	Larry Gelbart[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	David Zippel[image: External link]



	Aspects of Love[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Don Black[image: External link] & Charles Hart[image: External link]



	Grand Hotel[image: External link]
	Luther Davis[image: External link]
	George Forrest[image: External link] & Robert Wright[image: External link]



	Meet Me in St. Louis[image: External link]
	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]
	Ralph Blane[image: External link] & Hugh Martin[image: External link]



	1991

45th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Will Rogers Follies[image: External link]
	Peter Stone[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]



	Miss Saigon[image: External link]
	Alain Boublil[image: External link] & Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link]
	Schönberg
	Boublil & Richard Maltby Jr.[image: External link]



	Once on This Island[image: External link]
	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]
	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Ahrens



	The Secret Garden
	Marsha Norman[image: External link]
	Lucy Simon[image: External link]
	Norman



	1992

46th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Crazy for You
	Ken Ludwig[image: External link]
	George Gershwin[image: External link]
	Ira Gershwin[image: External link]



	Falsettos[image: External link]
	William Finn[image: External link] & James Lapine[image: External link]
	Finn



	Five Guys Named Moe[image: External link]
	Clarke Peters[image: External link]
	Various



	Jelly's Last Jam[image: External link]
	George C. Wolfe[image: External link]
	Jelly Roll Morton[image: External link]
	Susan Birkenhead[image: External link]



	1993

47th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Kiss of the Spider Woman
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Blood Brothers[image: External link]
	Willy Russell[image: External link]



	The Goodbye Girl[image: External link]
	Neil Simon[image: External link]
	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	David Zippel[image: External link]



	The Who's Tommy[image: External link]
	Des McAnuff[image: External link] & Pete Townshend[image: External link]
	Townshend



	1994

48th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Passion
	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	A Grand Night for Singing[image: External link]
	Walter Bobbie[image: External link]
	Richard Rodgers[image: External link]
	Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link]



	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]
	Linda Woolverton[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Howard Ashman[image: External link] & Tim Rice[image: External link]



	Cyrano: The Musical[image: External link]
	Koen van Dijk
	Ad van Dijk
	K. van Dijk



	1995

49th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]
	Christopher Hampton[image: External link] & Don Black[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Black



	Smokey Joe's Cafe[image: External link]
	N/A
	Jerry Leiber[image: External link] & Mike Stoller[image: External link]



	1996

50th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Rent †
	Jonathan Larson[image: External link]



	Bring in 'da Noise, Bring in 'da Funk[image: External link]
	Reg E. Gaines
	Ann Duquesnay[image: External link], Zane Mark, & Daryl Waters
	Duquesnay, Gaines, & George C. Wolfe[image: External link]



	Chronicle of a Death Foretold[image: External link]
	Graciela Daniele[image: External link] & Jim Lewis
	Bob Telson[image: External link]
	Daniele & Lewis



	Swinging on a Star[image: External link]
	Michael Leeds
	Various
	Johnny Burke[image: External link]



	1997

51st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Titanic[image: External link]
	Peter Stone[image: External link]
	Maury Yeston[image: External link]



	Juan Darien[image: External link]
	Elliot Goldenthal[image: External link] & Julie Taymor[image: External link]
	Goldenthal



	Steel Pier[image: External link]
	David Thompson[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	The Life
	Cy Coleman[image: External link], David Newman & Ira Gasman[image: External link]
	Coleman
	Gasman



	1998

52nd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Lion King[image: External link]
	Roger Allers[image: External link] & Irene Mecchi[image: External link]
	Elton John[image: External link]
	Tim Rice[image: External link]



	Side Show[image: External link]
	Bill Russell[image: External link]
	Henry Krieger[image: External link]
	Russell



	The Scarlet Pimpernel[image: External link]
	Nan Knighton[image: External link]
	Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]
	Knighton



	Ragtime
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]



	1999

53rd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Fosse[image: External link]
	N/A
	Various



	The Civil War[image: External link]
	Gregory Boyd & Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]
	Wildhorn
	Jack Murphy



	It Ain't Nothin' But the Blues[image: External link]
	Charles Bevel, Lita Gaithers[image: External link], Randal Myler, Ron Taylor[image: External link] & Dan Wheetman
	Various



	Parade
	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]
	Jason Robert Brown
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	2000

54th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Contact
	John Weidman[image: External link]
	Various



	James Joyce's The Dead[image: External link]
	Richard Nelson[image: External link]
	Shaun Davey[image: External link]
	Davey & Nelson



	Swing![image: External link]
	Paul Kelley
	Various



	The Wild Party[image: External link]
	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link] & George C. Wolfe[image: External link]
	LaChiusa



	2001

55th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Producers
	Mel Brooks & Thomas Meehan[image: External link]
	Brooks



	A Class Act[image: External link]
	Linda Kline & Lonny Price[image: External link]
	Ed Kleban[image: External link]



	The Full Monty[image: External link]
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	David Yazbek[image: External link]



	Jane Eyre[image: External link]
	John Caird[image: External link]
	Paul Gordon
	Caird & Gordon



	2002

56th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Thoroughly Modern Millie
	Richard Morris & Dick Scanlan[image: External link]
	Jeanine Tesori
	Scanlan



	Mamma Mia![image: External link]
	Catherine Johnson[image: External link]
	Benny Andersson[image: External link] & Björn Ulvaeus[image: External link]



	Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link]
	John Guare[image: External link]
	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	Craig Carnelia[image: External link]



	Urinetown
	Greg Kotis
	Mark Hollman
	Hollman & Kotis



	2003

57th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Hairspray
	Thomas Meehan[image: External link] & Mark O'Donnell
	Marc Shaiman
	Shaiman & Scott Wittman



	Amour[image: External link]
	Jeremy Sams[image: External link] & Didier Van Cauwelaert[image: External link]
	Michel Legrand[image: External link]
	Sams & Van Cauwelaert



	A Year with Frog and Toad[image: External link]
	Willie Reale[image: External link]
	Robert Reale[image: External link]
	W. Reale



	Movin' Out[image: External link]
	Twyla Tharp[image: External link]
	Billy Joel[image: External link]



	2004

58th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Avenue Q
	Jeff Whitty
	Robert Lopez & Jeff Marx



	The Boy from Oz[image: External link]
	Martin Sherman[image: External link]
	Peter Allen[image: External link]



	Caroline, or Change[image: External link]
	Tony Kushner[image: External link]
	Jeanine Tesori
	Kushner



	Wicked[image: External link]
	Winnie Holzman[image: External link]
	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]



	2005

59th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Spamalot
	Eric Idle[image: External link]
	John Du Prez[image: External link] & Idle
	Idle



	The Light in the Piazza
	Craig Lucas[image: External link]
	Adam Guettel



	Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link]
	Jeffrey Lane[image: External link]
	David Yazbek[image: External link]



	The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
	Rachel Sheinkin
	William Finn[image: External link]



	2006

60th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Jersey Boys
	Marshall Brickman[image: External link] & Rick Elice[image: External link]
	Bob Crewe[image: External link] & Bob Gaudio[image: External link]



	The Color Purple[image: External link]
	Marsha Norman[image: External link]
	Stephen Bray[image: External link], Brenda Russell[image: External link], & Allee Willis[image: External link]



	The Drowsy Chaperone
	Bob Martin & Don McKellar
	Lisa Lambert & Greg Morrison



	The Wedding Singer[image: External link]
	Chad Beguelin[image: External link] & Tim Herlihy[image: External link]
	Matthew Sklar[image: External link]
	Beguelin



	2007

61st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Spring Awakening
	Steven Sater
	Duncan Sheik
	Sater



	Curtains[image: External link]
	Rupert Holmes[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Grey Gardens[image: External link]
	Doug Wright[image: External link]
	Scott Frankel[image: External link]
	Michael Korie[image: External link]



	Mary Poppins[image: External link]
	Julian Fellowes[image: External link]
	Anthony Drewe[image: External link], Sherman Brothers[image: External link], & George Stiles[image: External link]



	2008

62nd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	In the Heights
	Quiara Alegría Hudes[image: External link]
	Lin-Manuel Miranda



	Cry-Baby[image: External link]
	Thomas Meehan & Mark O'Donnell
	Adam Schlesinger[image: External link]
	David Javerbaum[image: External link]



	Passing Strange
	Stew
	Heidi Rodewald & Stew
	Stew



	Xanadu[image: External link]
	Douglas Carter Beane[image: External link]
	John Farrar[image: External link] & Jeff Lynne[image: External link]



	2009

63rd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Billy Elliot the Musical
	Lee Hall
	Elton John[image: External link]
	Hall



	Next to Normal †
	Brian Yorkey
	Tom Kitt
	Yorkey



	Rock of Ages[image: External link]
	Chris D'Arienzo
	Various



	Shrek The Musical[image: External link]
	David Lindsay-Abaire[image: External link]
	Jeanine Tesori
	Lindsay-Abaire
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 2010s






	Year
	Musical
	Book
	Music
	Lyrics



	2010

64th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Memphis
	Joe DiPietro
	David Bryan
	Bryan & DiPietro



	American Idiot[image: External link]
	Billie Joe Armstrong[image: External link] & Michael Mayer[image: External link]
	Green Day[image: External link]
	Armstrong



	Fela![image: External link]
	Bill T. Jones[image: External link] & Jim Lewis
	Fela Kuti[image: External link]



	Million Dollar Quartet[image: External link]
	Colin Escott & Floyd Mutrux[image: External link]
	Various



	2011

65th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Book of Mormon
	Robert Lopez, Trey Parker & Matt Stone



	Catch Me If You Can[image: External link]
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	Marc Shaiman
	Shaiman & Scott Wittman



	The Scottsboro Boys[image: External link]
	David Thompson[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Sister Act[image: External link]
	Cheri & Bill Steinkellner, & Douglas Carter Beane[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Glenn Slater[image: External link]



	2012

66th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Once
	Enda Walsh
	Glen Hansard[image: External link] & Markéta Irglová[image: External link]



	Leap of Faith[image: External link]
	Janus Cercone[image: External link] & Glenn Slater[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Slater



	Newsies
	Harvey Fierstein[image: External link]
	Menken
	Jack Feldman



	Nice Work If You Can Get It[image: External link]
	Joe DiPietro
	George Gershwin[image: External link]
	Ira Gershwin[image: External link]



	2013

67th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Kinky Boots
	Harvey Fierstein[image: External link]
	Cyndi Lauper



	Bring It On the Musical[image: External link]
	Jeff Whitty
	Tom Kitt & Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Amanda Green[image: External link] & Miranda



	A Christmas Story: The Musical[image: External link]
	Joseph Robinette
	Pasek & Paul



	Matilda the Musical
	Dennis Kelly
	Tim Minchin[image: External link]



	2014

68th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder
	Robert L. Freedman
	Steven Lutvak
	Freedman & Lutvak



	After Midnight[image: External link]
	Jack Viertel
	Various



	Aladdin[image: External link]
	Chad Beguelin[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Howard Ashman[image: External link], Beguelin, & Tim Rice[image: External link]



	Beautiful: The Carole King Musical[image: External link]
	Douglas McGrath[image: External link]
	Gerry Goffin[image: External link], Carole King[image: External link], Barry Mann[image: External link] & Cynthia Weil[image: External link]



	2015

69th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Fun Home
	Lisa Kron
	Jeanine Tesori
	Kron



	An American in Paris[image: External link]
	Craig Lucas[image: External link]
	George Gershwin[image: External link]
	Ira Gershwin[image: External link]



	Something Rotten![image: External link]
	Karey Kirkpatrick[image: External link] & John O'Farrell[image: External link]
	K. & Wayne Kirkpatrick[image: External link]



	The Visit[image: External link]
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	2016

70th Tony Awards



	Hamilton †
	Lin-Manuel Miranda



	Bright Star[image: External link]
	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	Edie Brickell[image: External link] & Martin
	Brickell



	School of Rock[image: External link]
	Julian Fellowes[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Glenn Slater[image: External link]



	Shuffle Along
	George C. Wolfe[image: External link]
	Eubie Blake[image: External link] & Noble Sissle[image: External link]



	Waitress[image: External link]
	Jessie Nelson[image: External link]
	Sara Bareilles[image: External link]



	2017

71st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Dear Evan Hansen
	Steven Levenson
	Pasek & Paul



	Come from Away
	David Hein & Irene Sankoff



	Groundhog Day[image: External link]
	Danny Rubin[image: External link]
	Tim Minchin[image: External link]



	Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812[image: External link]
	Dave Malloy[image: External link]
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 Records




Accumulated records as of 2016:[1]


	
The Producers is the most-winning show, triumphing in 12 categories including Best Musical.

	
Hamilton holds the record as the most-nominated production in Tony history, with 16 nominations.

	
The Sound of Music[image: External link] and Fiorello! are the only two musicals to date to have ever tied for the Best Musical award (in 1960).

	
Passion is the shortest-running winner, with 280 performances.

	
The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] is the longest-running Best Musical winner, with 16 previews and 12,078 performances as of 5 February 2017.

	
Hallelujah, Baby![image: External link] is the only show thus far to have won the Tony Award for Best Musical after closing.

	
Fun Home is the first musical written entirely by women to win the Tony Award as Best Musical.

	
Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link] and Titanic[image: External link] are the only two shows to win the Tony Award for Best Musical without any Tony nominations in the acting categories. (In Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link]'s case, only winners were announced that year, and only in the lead performace categories.)
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 See also





	Tony Award for Best Revival of a Musical[image: External link]

	Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Musical

	Laurence Olivier Award for Best New Musical[image: External link]

	List of Tony Award and Olivier Award winning musicals[image: External link]
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	"Tony Award: Musical"[image: External link]. Internet Broadway Database. 2009. Retrieved 2009-09-05.
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	Tony Awards Official site[image: External link]
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Tony Award for Best Book of a Musical






The Tony Award for Best Book of a Musical is awarded to librettists[image: External link] of the spoken, non-sung dialogue, and storyline of a musical play. Eligibility is restricted to works with original narrative framework; plotless revues and revivals are ineligible. This award was originally called the Tony Award for Best Author[image: External link], until musicals were split off from dramas.



TOP
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 Winners and nominees





  indicates the winner
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 1940s






	Year
	Author
	Production



	
1949

3rd Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Bella & Samuel Spewack[image: External link]
	Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link]
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 1950s






	Year
	Author
	Production



	
1950

4th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link] & Joshua Logan[image: External link]

	South Pacific



	1951 – 1959
	N/A





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1960s






	Year
	Author
	Production



	1960 – 1961
	N/A



	
1962

16th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
Abe Burrows[image: External link], Willie Gilbert[image: External link] & Jack Weinstock[image: External link]

	How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying[image: External link]



	
Helen Deutsch[image: External link] & Michael Stewart[image: External link]

	Carnival![image: External link]



	
1963

17th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
Larry Gelbart[image: External link] & Burt Shevelove[image: External link]

	A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum[image: External link]



	Lionel Bart[image: External link]
	Oliver![image: External link]



	
Leslie Bricusse[image: External link] & Anthony Newley[image: External link]

	Stop the World – I Want to Get Off[image: External link]



	Neil Simon[image: External link]
	Little Me[image: External link]



	
1964

18th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Michael Stewart[image: External link]
	Hello, Dolly![image: External link]



	
Noël Coward[image: External link] & Harry Kurnitz[image: External link]

	The Girl Who Came to Supper[image: External link]



	
Timothy Gray[image: External link] & Hugh Martin[image: External link]

	High Spirits[image: External link]



	Joe Masteroff[image: External link]
	She Loves Me[image: External link]



	
1965

19th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Joseph Stein[image: External link]
	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]



	1966 – 1969
	N/A
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 1970s






	Year
	Author
	Production



	
1970

24th Tony Awards[image: External link]

	N/A



	
1971

25th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	George Furth[image: External link]
	Company[image: External link]



	Robert H. Livingston & Herb Schapiro
	The Me Nobody Knows[image: External link]



	Sherman Yellen[image: External link]
	The Rothschilds[image: External link]



	
1972

26th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
John Guare[image: External link] & Mel Shapiro[image: External link]

	Two Gentlemen of Verona[image: External link]



	
Warren Casey[image: External link] & Jim Jacobs[image: External link]

	Grease[image: External link]



	James Goldman[image: External link]
	Follies[image: External link]



	Melvin Van Peebles[image: External link]
	Ain't Supposed to Die a Natural Death[image: External link]



	
1973

27th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]
	A Little Night Music[image: External link]



	Micki Grant[image: External link]
	Don't Bother Me, I Can't Cope[image: External link]



	Roger O. Hirson[image: External link]
	Pippin[image: External link]



	Melvin Van Peebles[image: External link]
	Don't Play Us Cheap[image: External link]



	
1974

28th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]
	Candide[image: External link]



	Michael Bennett[image: External link]
	Seesaw[image: External link]



	Robert Nemiroff & Charlotte Zaltzberg
	Raisin[image: External link]



	
1975

29th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
James Lee Barrett[image: External link], Philip Rose[image: External link] & Peter Udell
	Shenandoah[image: External link]



	William F. Brown[image: External link]
	The Wiz



	Gene Curty, Nitra Scharfman & Chuck Strand[image: External link]

	The Lieutenant[image: External link]



	Michael Stewart[image: External link]
	Mack and Mabel[image: External link]



	
1976

30th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
Nicholas Dante[image: External link] & James Kirkwood, Jr.[image: External link]

	A Chorus Line



	
Fred Ebb[image: External link] & Bob Fosse[image: External link]

	Chicago[image: External link]



	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]
	The Robber Bridegroom[image: External link]



	John Weidman[image: External link]
	Pacific Overtures[image: External link]



	
1977

31st Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Thomas Meehan
	Annie



	Vinnette Justine Carroll[image: External link]
	Your Arms Too Short to Box with God[image: External link]



	Michael Feingold & Elisabeth Hauptmann[image: External link]

	Happy End[image: External link]



	Michael Stewart[image: External link]
	I Love My Wife[image: External link]



	
1978

32nd Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]

	On the Twentieth Century[image: External link]



	Christopher Durang[image: External link]
	A History of the American Film



	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]
	Working[image: External link]



	Elizabeth Swados[image: External link]
	Runaways[image: External link]



	
1979

33rd Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]
	Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link]



	Jerome Kass[image: External link]
	Ballroom[image: External link]



	
Larry L. King[image: External link] & Peter Masterson[image: External link]

	The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas[image: External link]



	Neil Simon[image: External link]
	They're Playing Our Song[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Author
	Production



	
1980

34th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Tim Rice[image: External link]
	Evita



	
Ralph G. Allen[image: External link] & Harry Rigby[image: External link]

	Sugar Babies[image: External link]



	Mark Bramble[image: External link]
	Barnum[image: External link]



	Dick Vosburgh[image: External link]
	A Day in Hollywood/A Night in the Ukraine[image: External link]



	
1981

35th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Peter Stone[image: External link]
	Woman of the Year[image: External link]



	
Mark Bramble[image: External link] & Michael Stewart[image: External link]

	42nd Street[image: External link]



	Mary Kyte
	Tintypes[image: External link]



	Julian More & Monty Norman[image: External link]

	The Moony Shapiro Songbook[image: External link]



	
1982

36th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Tom Eyen[image: External link]
	Dreamgirls[image: External link]



	
Martin Charnin[image: External link] & Joel Siegel[image: External link]

	The First[image: External link]



	Arthur Kopit[image: External link]
	Nine



	Tim Rice[image: External link]
	Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat[image: External link]



	
1983

37th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	T. S. Eliot[image: External link]
	Cats[image: External link]



	
Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]

	A Doll's Life[image: External link]



	
Richard Levinson[image: External link] & William Link[image: External link]

	Merlin[image: External link]



	Timothy S. Mayer & Peter Stone[image: External link]

	My One and Only[image: External link]



	
1984

38th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Harvey Fierstein[image: External link]
	La Cage aux Folles[image: External link]



	Charles Blackwell
	The Tap Dance Kid[image: External link]



	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Sunday in the Park with George



	Sybille Pearson[image: External link]
	Baby[image: External link]



	
1985

39th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	William Hauptman[image: External link]
	Big River[image: External link]



	Barbara Damashek & Molly Newman[image: External link]

	Quilters[image: External link]



	Fay Kanin[image: External link]
	Grind[image: External link]



	Michael Stewart[image: External link]
	Harrigan 'N Hart[image: External link]



	
1986

40th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Rupert Holmes[image: External link]
	The Mystery of Edwin Drood



	
Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]

	Singin' in the Rain[image: External link]



	Bob Fosse[image: External link]
	Big Deal[image: External link]



	Jane Iredale
	Wind in the Willows[image: External link]



	
1987

41st Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
Alain Boublil[image: External link] & Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link]

	Les Misérables



	Howard Ashman[image: External link]
	Smile[image: External link]



	
Stephen Fry[image: External link], Douglas Furber[image: External link], Mike Ockrent[image: External link] & L. Arthur Rose
	Me and My Girl[image: External link]



	Joseph Stein[image: External link]
	Rags[image: External link]



	
1988

42nd Tony Awards[image: External link]




	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Into the Woods



	Lee Breuer[image: External link]
	The Gospel at Colonus[image: External link]



	Barry Harman
	Romance/Romance[image: External link]



	
Richard Stilgoe[image: External link] & Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]

	The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link]



	
1989

43rd Tony Awards[image: External link]

	N/A
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 1990s






	Year
	Author
	Production



	
1990

44th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Larry Gelbart[image: External link]
	City of Angels



	Luther Davis[image: External link]
	Grand Hotel[image: External link]



	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Aspects of Love[image: External link]



	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]
	Meet Me in St. Louis[image: External link]



	
1991

45th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Marsha Norman[image: External link]
	The Secret Garden



	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]
	Once on This Island[image: External link]



	
Alain Boublil[image: External link] & Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link]

	Miss Saigon[image: External link]



	Peter Stone[image: External link]
	The Will Rogers Follies[image: External link]



	
1992

46th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
William Finn[image: External link] & James Lapine[image: External link]

	Falsettos[image: External link]



	Ken Ludwig[image: External link]
	Crazy for You



	Clarke Peters[image: External link]
	Five Guys Named Moe[image: External link]



	George C. Wolfe[image: External link]
	Jelly's Last Jam[image: External link]



	
1993

47th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	Kiss of the Spider Woman



	Peter Kellogg[image: External link]
	Anna Karenina[image: External link]



	
Des McAnuff[image: External link] & Pete Townshend[image: External link]

	The Who's Tommy[image: External link]



	Willy Russell[image: External link]
	Blood Brothers[image: External link]



	
1994

48th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Passion



	Walter Bobbie[image: External link]
	A Grand Night for Singing[image: External link]



	Koen van Dijk
	Cyrano: The Musical[image: External link]



	Linda Woolverton[image: External link]
	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]



	
1995

49th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
Don Black[image: External link] & Christopher Hampton[image: External link]

	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]



	
1996

50th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Jonathan Larson[image: External link]
	Rent



	
Graciela Daniele[image: External link], Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link], & Jim Lewis
	Chronicle of a Death Foretold[image: External link]



	Reg E. Gaines
	Bring in 'Da Noise, Bring in 'Da Funk[image: External link]



	John Weidman[image: External link]
	Big: The Musical[image: External link]



	
1997

51st Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Peter Stone[image: External link]
	Titanic[image: External link]



	Leslie Bricusse[image: External link]
	Jekyll & Hyde[image: External link]



	
Cy Coleman[image: External link], Ira Gasman[image: External link] & David Newman
	The Life



	David Thompson[image: External link]
	Steel Pier[image: External link]



	
1998

52nd Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	Ragtime



	
Roger Allers[image: External link] & Irene Mecchi[image: External link]

	The Lion King[image: External link]



	Nan Knighton[image: External link]
	The Scarlet Pimpernel[image: External link]



	Bill Russell[image: External link]
	Side Show[image: External link]



	
1999

53rd Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]
	Parade



	Charles Bevel, Lita Gaithers[image: External link], Randal Myler, Ron Taylor[image: External link] & Dan Wheetman
	It Ain't Nothin' But the Blues[image: External link]



	
Walter Bobbie[image: External link] & Dean Pitchford[image: External link]

	Footloose[image: External link]



	Pam Gems[image: External link]
	Marlene
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 2000s






	Year
	Author
	Production



	
2000

54th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Richard Nelson[image: External link]
	James Joyce's The Dead[image: External link]



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	Marie Christine[image: External link]



	LaChiusa & George C. Wolfe[image: External link]

	The Wild Party[image: External link]



	John Weidman[image: External link]
	Contact



	
2001

55th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
Mel Brooks & Thomas Meehan

	The Producers



	John Caird[image: External link]
	Jane Eyre[image: External link]



	Linda Kline & Lonny Price[image: External link]

	A Class Act[image: External link]



	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	The Full Monty[image: External link]



	
2002

56th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Greg Kotis
	Urinetown



	John Guare[image: External link]
	Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link]



	Catherine Johnson[image: External link]
	Mamma Mia![image: External link]



	Richard Morris & Dick Scanlan[image: External link]

	Thoroughly Modern Millie[image: External link]



	
2003

57th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
Thomas Meehan & Mark O'Donnell

	Hairspray



	David Henry Hwang[image: External link]
	Flower Drum Song[image: External link]



	Willie Reale[image: External link]
	A Year with Frog and Toad[image: External link]



	
Jeremy Sams[image: External link] & Didier Van Cauwelaert[image: External link]

	Amour[image: External link]



	
2004

58th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Jeff Whitty
	Avenue Q



	
Nick Enright[image: External link] & Martin Sherman[image: External link]

	The Boy from Oz[image: External link]



	Winnie Holzman[image: External link]
	Wicked[image: External link]



	Tony Kushner[image: External link]
	Caroline, or Change[image: External link]



	
2005

59th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Rachel Sheinkin
	The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee



	Eric Idle[image: External link]
	Monty Python's Spamalot



	Jeffrey Lane[image: External link]
	Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link]



	Craig Lucas[image: External link]
	The Light in the Piazza



	
2006

60th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
Bob Martin & Don McKellar

	The Drowsy Chaperone



	
Chad Beguelin[image: External link] & Tim Herlihy[image: External link]

	The Wedding Singer[image: External link]



	
Marshall Brickman[image: External link] & Rick Elice[image: External link]

	Jersey Boys



	Marsha Norman[image: External link]
	The Color Purple[image: External link]



	
2007

61st Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Steven Sater
	Spring Awakening



	Heather Hach[image: External link]
	Legally Blonde[image: External link]



	
Rupert Holmes[image: External link] & Peter Stone[image: External link]

	Curtains[image: External link]



	Doug Wright[image: External link]
	Grey Gardens[image: External link]



	
2008

62nd Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Stew
	Passing Strange



	Douglas Carter Beane[image: External link]
	Xanadu[image: External link]



	Quiara Alegría Hudes[image: External link]
	In the Heights[image: External link]



	
Thomas Meehan & Mark O'Donnell

	Cry-Baby[image: External link]



	
2009

63rd Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Lee Hall
	Billy Elliot the Musical



	Hunter Bell[image: External link]
	[title of show][image: External link]



	David Lindsay-Abaire[image: External link]
	Shrek the Musical[image: External link]



	Brian Yorkey
	Next to Normal
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 2010s






	Year
	Author
	Production



	
2010

64th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Joe DiPietro
	Memphis



	Colin Escott & Floyd Mutrux[image: External link]

	Million Dollar Quartet[image: External link]



	
Bill T. Jones[image: External link] & Jim Lewis
	Fela![image: External link]



	
Dick Scanlan[image: External link] & Sherie Rene Scott[image: External link]

	Everyday Rapture[image: External link]



	
2011

65th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	
Trey Parker, Robert Lopez & Matt Stone

	The Book of Mormon



	
Douglas Carter Beane[image: External link], Cheri, & Bill Steinkellner
	Sister Act[image: External link]



	David Thompson[image: External link]
	The Scottsboro Boys[image: External link]



	Alex Timbers[image: External link]
	Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson



	
2012

66th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Enda Walsh
	Once



	Douglas Carter Beane[image: External link]
	Lysistrata Jones[image: External link]



	Joe DiPietro
	Nice Work If You Can Get It[image: External link]



	Harvey Fierstein[image: External link]
	Newsies



	
2013

67th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Dennis Kelly
	Matilda the Musical



	Douglas Carter Beane[image: External link]
	Rodgers and Hammerstein's Cinderella[image: External link]



	Harvey Fierstein[image: External link]
	Kinky Boots



	Joseph Robinette
	A Christmas Story: The Musical[image: External link]



	
2014

68th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Robert L. Freedman
	A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder



	Woody Allen[image: External link]
	Bullets Over Broadway[image: External link]



	Chad Beguelin[image: External link]
	Aladdin[image: External link]



	Douglas McGrath[image: External link]
	Beautiful: The Carole King Musical[image: External link]



	
2015

69th Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Lisa Kron
	Fun Home



	
Karey Kirkpatrick[image: External link] & John O'Farrell[image: External link]

	Something Rotten![image: External link]



	Craig Lucas[image: External link]
	An American in Paris[image: External link]



	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	The Visit[image: External link]



	
2016

70th Tony Awards




	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Hamilton



	Julian Fellowes[image: External link]
	School of Rock[image: External link]



	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	Bright Star[image: External link]



	George C. Wolfe[image: External link]
	Shuffle Along



	
2017

71st Tony Awards[image: External link]




	Steven Levenson
	Dear Evan Hansen



	Dave Malloy[image: External link]
	Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812[image: External link]



	Danny Rubin[image: External link]
	Groundhog Day[image: External link]



	David Hein & Irene Sankoff
	Come from Away
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 Award records







	

	3 Wins




	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]

	Thomas Meehan

	James Lapine[image: External link]




	

	2 Wins




	Terrence McNally[image: External link]

	Larry Gelbart[image: External link]

	Peter Stone[image: External link]
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Tony Award for Best Original Score






The Tony Award for Best Original Score is the Tony Award[image: External link] given to the composers[image: External link] and lyricists[image: External link] of the best original score written for a musical in that year. The score consists of music and lyrics. To be eligible, a score must be written specifically for the theatre and must be original; compilations of non-theatrical music or compilations of earlier theatrical music are not eligible for consideration.



TOP
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 History




The award has undergone a number of minor changes. In 1947, 1950, 1951, and 1962, the award went to the composer only. Otherwise, the award has gone to the composer and lyricist for their combined contributions, except for 1971 when the two awards were split (although Stephen Sondheim won both, for Company[image: External link]).

In only five years have non-musical plays been nominated for Tony Awards in this category: Much Ado About Nothing[image: External link] in 1973, The Song of Jacob Zulu in 1993,Twelfth Night[image: External link] in 1999, Enron[image: External link] and Fences in 2010, and Peter and the Starcatcher[image: External link] and One Man, Two Guvnors[image: External link] in 2012.

In 2013, Cyndi Lauper became the first woman to win the award solo for Kinky Boots. In 2015, Lisa Kron and Jeanine Tesori became the first all-woman team to win the award for Fun Home.[1]

Lin-Manuel Miranda is the youngest person to win the award; he was 28 when he won for In the Heights. Adolph Green[image: External link] is the oldest person to win the award; he was 77 when he won for The Will Rogers Follies[image: External link]. If T. S. Eliot[image: External link] were alive when he won for Cats[image: External link], he would have been 95. Eliot is one of two people to receive the award posthumously, the other being Jonathan Larson[image: External link], who won for Rent. He would have been 36.
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 Winners and nominees





  indicates the winner
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 1940s






	Year
	Musical
	Music
	Lyrics



	1947

1st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Street Scene[image: External link]
	Kurt Weill[image: External link]
	Langston Hughes[image: External link]



	1948

2nd Tony Awards[image: External link]
	N/A



	1949

3rd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link]
	Cole Porter[image: External link]
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 1950s






	Year
	Musical
	Music
	Lyrics



	1950

4th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	South Pacific
	Richard Rodgers[image: External link]
	Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link]



	1951

5th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Call Me Madam[image: External link]
	Irving Berlin[image: External link]



	1952 – 1959
	N/A
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 1960s






	Year
	Musical
	Music
	Lyrics



	1960 – 1961
	N/A



	1962

16th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	No Strings[image: External link]
	Richard Rodgers[image: External link]



	How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying[image: External link]
	Frank Loesser[image: External link]



	Kwamina[image: External link]
	Richard Adler[image: External link]



	Milk and Honey[image: External link]
	Jerry Herman[image: External link]



	1963

17th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Oliver![image: External link]
	Lionel Bart[image: External link]



	Bravo Giovanni[image: External link]
	Milton Schafer[image: External link]
	Ronny Graham[image: External link]



	Little Me[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Carolyn Leigh[image: External link]



	Stop the World – I Want to Get Off[image: External link]
	Anthony Newley[image: External link]
	Leslie Bricusse[image: External link]



	1964

18th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Hello, Dolly![image: External link]
	Jerry Herman[image: External link]



	Funny Girl[image: External link]
	Jule Styne[image: External link]
	Bob Merrill[image: External link]



	High Spirits[image: External link]
	Timothy Gray[image: External link] & Hugh Martin[image: External link]



	110 in the Shade[image: External link]
	Harvey Schmidt[image: External link]
	Tom Jones[image: External link]



	1965

19th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]
	Jerry Bock[image: External link]
	Sheldon Harnick[image: External link]



	Do I Hear a Waltz?[image: External link]
	Richard Rodgers[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Half a Sixpence[image: External link]
	David Heneker[image: External link]



	The Roar of the Greasepaint – The Smell of the Crowd[image: External link]
	Anthony Newley[image: External link]
	Leslie Bricusse[image: External link]



	1966

20th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Man of La Mancha[image: External link]
	Mitch Leigh[image: External link]
	Joe Darion[image: External link]



	Mame[image: External link]
	Jerry Herman[image: External link]



	On a Clear Day You Can See Forever[image: External link]
	Burton Lane[image: External link]
	Alan Jay Lerner[image: External link]



	Sweet Charity[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Dorothy Fields[image: External link]



	1967

21st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Cabaret[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	The Apple Tree[image: External link]
	Jerry Bock[image: External link]
	Sheldon Harnick[image: External link]



	I Do! I Do![image: External link]
	Harvey Schmidt[image: External link]
	Tom Jones[image: External link]



	Walking Happy[image: External link]
	Jimmy Van Heusen[image: External link]
	Sammy Cahn[image: External link]



	1968

22nd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Hallelujah, Baby![image: External link]
	Jule Styne[image: External link]
	Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]



	The Happy Time[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	How Now, Dow Jones[image: External link]
	Elmer Bernstein[image: External link]
	Carolyn Leigh[image: External link]



	Illya Darling[image: External link]
	Manos Hatzidakis[image: External link]
	Joe Darion[image: External link]



	1969

23rd Tony Awards[image: External link]
	N/A
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 1970s






	Year
	Musical
	Music
	Lyrics



	1970

24th Tony Awards[image: External link]
	N/A



	1971

25th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Company[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	The Me Nobody Knows[image: External link]
	Gary William Friedman[image: External link]
	Will Holt[image: External link]



	The Rothschilds[image: External link]
	Jerry Bock[image: External link]
	Sheldon Harnick[image: External link]



	1972

26th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Follies[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Ain't Supposed to Die a Natural Death[image: External link]
	Block[image: External link]



	Jesus Christ Superstar[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Tim Rice[image: External link]



	Two Gentlemen of Verona[image: External link]
	Galt MacDermot[image: External link]
	John Guare[image: External link]



	1973

27th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	A Little Night Music[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Don't Bother Me, I Can't Cope[image: External link]
	Micki Grant[image: External link]



	Much Ado About Nothing[image: External link]
	Peter Link
	N/A



	Pippin[image: External link]
	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]



	1974

28th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Gigi[image: External link]
	Frederick Loewe[image: External link]
	Alan Jay Lerner[image: External link]



	The Good Doctor[image: External link]
	Peter Link
	Neil Simon[image: External link]



	Raisin[image: External link]
	Judd Woldin[image: External link]
	Robert Brittan



	Seesaw[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Dorothy Fields[image: External link]



	1975

29th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Wiz
	Charlie Smalls[image: External link]



	Letter for Queen Victoria
	Alan Lloyd[image: External link]



	The Lieutenant[image: External link]
	Gene Curty, Nitra Scharfman & Chuck Strand



	Shenandoah[image: External link]
	Gary Geld
	Peter Udell



	1976

30th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	A Chorus Line
	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	Edward Kleban[image: External link]



	Chicago[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Pacific Overtures[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Treemonisha[image: External link]
	Scott Joplin[image: External link]



	1977

31st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Annie
	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	Martin Charnin[image: External link]



	Godspell[image: External link]
	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]



	Happy End[image: External link]
	Kurt Weill[image: External link]
	Bertolt Brecht[image: External link] & Michael Feingold



	I Love My Wife[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Michael Stewart[image: External link]



	1978

32nd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	On the Twentieth Century[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]



	The Act[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Runaways[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Swados[image: External link]



	Working[image: External link]
	Susan Birkenhead[image: External link], Craig Carnelia[image: External link], Micki Grant[image: External link], Mary Rodgers[image: External link], Stephen Schwartz[image: External link], & James Taylor[image: External link]



	1979

33rd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Sweeney Todd[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Carmelina[image: External link]
	Burton Lane[image: External link]
	Alan Jay Lerner[image: External link]



	Eubie![image: External link]
	Eubie Blake[image: External link]
	Johnny Brandon[image: External link], Jim Europe[image: External link], F. E. Miller, Andy Razafe, & Noble Sissle[image: External link]



	The Grand Tour[image: External link]
	Jerry Herman[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Musical
	Music
	Lyrics



	1980

34th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Evita
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Tim Rice[image: External link]



	A Day in Hollywood/A Night in the Ukraine[image: External link]
	Frank Lazarus
	Dick Vosburgh[image: External link]



	Barnum[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Michael Stewart[image: External link]



	Sugar Babies[image: External link]
	Artie Malvin[image: External link]



	1981

35th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Woman of the Year[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Charlie and Algernon[image: External link]
	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	David Rogers



	Copperfield[image: External link]
	Joel Hirschhorn[image: External link] & Al Kasha[image: External link]



	Shakespeare's Cabaret
	Lance Mulcahy
	N/A



	1982

36th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Nine
	Maury Yeston[image: External link]



	Dreamgirls[image: External link]
	Henry Krieger[image: External link]
	Tom Eyen[image: External link]



	Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Tim Rice[image: External link]



	Merrily We Roll Along[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	1983

37th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Cats[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	T. S. Eliot[image: External link]



	A Doll's Life[image: External link]
	Larry Grossman[image: External link]
	Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]



	Merlin[image: External link]
	Elmer Bernstein[image: External link]
	Don Black[image: External link]



	Seven Brides for Seven Brothers[image: External link]
	Gene de Paul[image: External link], Joel Hirschhorn[image: External link], & Al Kasha[image: External link]
	Hirschhorn, Kasha & Johnny Mercer[image: External link]



	1984

38th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	La Cage aux Folles[image: External link]
	Jerry Herman[image: External link]



	Baby[image: External link]
	David Shire[image: External link]
	Richard Maltby Jr.[image: External link]



	The Rink[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Sunday in the Park with George
	Stephen Sondheim



	1985

39th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Big River[image: External link]
	Roger Miller[image: External link]



	Grind[image: External link]
	Larry Grossman[image: External link]
	Ellen Fitzhugh



	Quilters[image: External link]
	Barbara Damashek



	1986

40th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Mystery of Edwin Drood
	Rupert Holmes[image: External link]



	The News
	Paul Schierhorn



	Song and Dance[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Don Black[image: External link] & Richard Maltby Jr.[image: External link]



	Wind in the Willows[image: External link]
	William P. Perry[image: External link]
	Roger McGough[image: External link]



	1987

41st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Les Misérables
	Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link]
	Herbert Kretzmer[image: External link]



	Me and My Girl[image: External link]
	Noel Gay[image: External link]
	Douglas Furber[image: External link] & L. Arthur Rose



	Rags[image: External link]
	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]



	Starlight Express[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Richard Stilgoe[image: External link]



	1988

42nd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Into the Woods
	Stephen Sondheim



	The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Charles Hart[image: External link] & Richard Stilgoe[image: External link]



	Romance/Romance[image: External link]
	Keith Herrmann
	Barry Harman



	Sarafina![image: External link]
	Hugh Masekela[image: External link] & Mbongeni Ngema[image: External link]



	1989

43rd Tony Awards[image: External link]
	N/A
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 1990s






	Year
	Musical
	Music
	Lyrics



	1990

44th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	City of Angels
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	David Zippel[image: External link]



	Aspects of Love[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Don Black[image: External link] & Charles Hart[image: External link]



	Grand Hotel[image: External link]
	George Forrest[image: External link], Robert Wright[image: External link], & Maury Yeston[image: External link]



	Meet Me in St. Louis[image: External link]
	Ralph Blane[image: External link] & Hugh Martin[image: External link]



	1991

45th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Will Rogers Follies[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link]



	Miss Saigon[image: External link]
	Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link]
	Alain Boublil[image: External link] & Richard Maltby Jr.[image: External link]



	Once on This Island[image: External link]
	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]



	The Secret Garden
	Lucy Simon[image: External link]
	Marsha Norman[image: External link]



	1992

46th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Falsettos[image: External link]
	William Finn[image: External link]



	Jelly's Last Jam[image: External link]
	Luther Henderson[image: External link] & Jelly Roll Morton[image: External link]
	Susan Birkenhead[image: External link]



	Metro[image: External link]
	Janusz Stokłosa
	Agata & Maryna Miklaszewska, & Mary Bracken Phillips



	Nick & Nora[image: External link]
	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	Richard Maltby Jr.[image: External link]



	1993

47th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Kiss of the Spider Woman
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	The Who's Tommy[image: External link]
	Pete Townshend[image: External link]



	Anna Karenina[image: External link]
	Daniel Levine[image: External link]
	Peter Kellogg[image: External link]



	The Song of Jacob Zulu[image: External link]
	Ladysmith Black Mambazo[image: External link]
	Ladysmith Black Mambazo[image: External link] & Tug Yourgrau[image: External link]



	1994

48th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Passion
	Stephen Sondheim



	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Howard Ashman[image: External link] & Tim Rice[image: External link]



	Cyrano: The Musical[image: External link]
	Ad van Dijk
	Sheldon Harnick[image: External link], Peter Reeves, & Koen van Dijk



	1995

49th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Don Black[image: External link] & Christopher Hampton[image: External link]



	1996

50th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Rent
	Jonathan Larson[image: External link]



	Big: the musical[image: External link]
	David Shire[image: External link]
	Richard Maltby, Jr.[image: External link]



	Bring in 'da Noise, Bring in 'da Funk[image: External link]
	Ann Duquesnay[image: External link], Zane Mark, & Daryl Waters
	Duquesnay, Reg E. Gaines, & George C. Wolfe[image: External link]



	State Fair[image: External link]
	Richard Rodgers[image: External link]
	Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link]



	1997

51st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Titanic[image: External link]
	Maury Yeston[image: External link]



	Juan Darién[image: External link]
	Elliot Goldenthal[image: External link]



	The Life
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Ira Gasman[image: External link]



	Steel Pier[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	1998

52nd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Ragtime
	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]



	The Capeman[image: External link]
	Paul Simon[image: External link]
	Derek Walcott[image: External link]



	The Lion King[image: External link]
	Elton John[image: External link], Lebo M.[image: External link], Mark Mancina[image: External link], Jay Rifkin[image: External link] & Hans Zimmer[image: External link]
	M., Mancina, Tim Rice[image: External link], Rifkin, & Julie Taymor[image: External link]



	Side Show[image: External link]
	Henry Krieger[image: External link]
	Bill Russell[image: External link]



	1999

53rd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Parade
	Jason Robert Brown



	The Civil War[image: External link]
	Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]
	Jack Murphy



	Footloose[image: External link]
	Eric Carmen[image: External link], Sammy Hagar[image: External link], Kenny Loggins[image: External link], Tom Snow[image: External link] & Jim Steinman[image: External link]
	Carmen, Hagar, Loggins, Dean Pitchford[image: External link], & Steinman



	Twelfth Night[image: External link]
	Jeanine Tesori
	N/A





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2000s






	Year
	Musical
	Music
	Lyrics



	2000

54th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Aida[image: External link]
	Elton John[image: External link]
	Tim Rice[image: External link]



	James Joyce's The Dead[image: External link]
	Shaun Davey[image: External link]
	Davey & Richard Nelson[image: External link]



	Marie Christine[image: External link]
	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]



	The Wild Party[image: External link]
	LaChiusa



	2001

55th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Producers
	Mel Brooks



	A Class Act[image: External link]
	Edward Kleban[image: External link]



	The Full Monty[image: External link]
	David Yazbek[image: External link]



	Jane Eyre[image: External link]
	Paul Gordon[image: External link]
	John Caird[image: External link] & Gordon



	2002

56th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Urinetown
	Mark Hollmann
	Hollmann & Greg Kotis



	Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link]
	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	Craig Carnelia[image: External link]



	Thoroughly Modern Millie
	Jeanine Tesori
	Dick Scanlan[image: External link]



	Thou Shalt Not[image: External link]
	Harry Connick, Jr.[image: External link]



	2003

57th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Hairspray
	Marc Shaiman
	Shaiman & Scott Wittman



	Amour[image: External link]
	Michel Legrand[image: External link]
	Jeremy Sams[image: External link] & Didier van Cauwelaert



	Urban Cowboy[image: External link]
	Various



	A Year with Frog and Toad[image: External link]
	Robert Reale[image: External link]
	Willie Reale[image: External link]



	2004

58th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Avenue Q
	Robert Lopez & Jeff Marx



	Caroline, or Change[image: External link]
	Jeanine Tesori
	Tony Kushner[image: External link]



	Taboo[image: External link]
	Boy George[image: External link]



	Wicked[image: External link]
	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]



	2005

59th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Light in the Piazza
	Adam Guettel



	Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link]
	David Yazbek[image: External link]



	Spamalot
	John Du Prez[image: External link] & Eric Idle[image: External link]
	Idle



	The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
	William Finn[image: External link]



	2006

60th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Drowsy Chaperone
	Lisa Lambert & Greg Morrison



	The Color Purple[image: External link]
	Stephen Bray[image: External link], Brenda Russell[image: External link] & Allee Willis[image: External link]



	The Wedding Singer[image: External link]
	Matthew Sklar[image: External link]
	Chad Beguelin[image: External link]



	The Woman in White[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	David Zippel[image: External link]



	2007

61st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Spring Awakening
	Duncan Sheik
	Steven Sater



	Curtains[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Grey Gardens[image: External link]
	Scott Frankel[image: External link]
	Michael Korie[image: External link]



	Legally Blonde[image: External link]
	Nell Benjamin & Laurence O'Keefe[image: External link]



	2008

62nd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	In the Heights[image: External link]
	Lin-Manuel Miranda



	Cry-Baby[image: External link]
	David Javerbaum[image: External link] & Adam Schlesinger[image: External link]



	The Little Mermaid[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Howard Ashman[image: External link] & Glenn Slater[image: External link]



	Passing Strange
	Heidi Rodewald & Stew
	Stew



	2009

63rd Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Next to Normal
	Tom Kitt
	Brian Yorkey



	Billy Elliot the Musical
	Elton John[image: External link]
	Lee Hall



	Shrek the Musical[image: External link]
	Jeanine Tesori
	David Lindsay-Abaire[image: External link]



	9 to 5[image: External link]
	Dolly Parton[image: External link]
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	Year
	Musical
	Music
	Lyrics



	2010

64th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Memphis
	David Bryan
	Bryan & Joe DiPietro



	The Addams Family[image: External link]
	Andrew Lippa[image: External link]



	Enron[image: External link]
	Adam Cork
	Lucy Prebble[image: External link]



	Fences
	Branford Marsalis[image: External link]
	N/A



	2011

65th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Book of Mormon
	Robert Lopez, Trey Parker & Matt Stone



	The Scottsboro Boys[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Sister Act[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Glenn Slater[image: External link]



	Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown[image: External link]
	David Yazbek[image: External link]



	2012

66th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Newsies
	Alan Menken
	Jack Feldman



	Bonnie & Clyde[image: External link]
	Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]
	Don Black[image: External link]



	One Man, Two Guvnors[image: External link]
	Grant Olding



	Peter and the Starcatcher[image: External link]
	Wayne Barker
	Rick Elice[image: External link]



	2013

67th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Kinky Boots
	Cyndi Lauper



	A Christmas Story: The Musical[image: External link]
	Pasek & Paul



	Hands on a Hardbody[image: External link]
	Trey Anastasio[image: External link] & Amanda Green[image: External link]
	Green



	Matilda the Musical
	Tim Minchin[image: External link]



	2014

68th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	The Bridges of Madison County
	Jason Robert Brown



	Aladdin[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Howard Ashman[image: External link], Chad Beguelin[image: External link] & Tim Rice[image: External link]



	A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder
	Steven Lutvak
	Robert L. Freedman & Lutvak



	If/Then[image: External link]
	Tom Kitt
	Brian Yorkey



	2015

69th Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Fun Home
	Jeanine Tesori
	Lisa Kron



	The Last Ship[image: External link]
	Sting[image: External link]



	Something Rotten![image: External link]
	Wayne[image: External link] & Karey Kirkpatrick[image: External link]



	The Visit[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	2016

70th Tony Awards



	Hamilton
	Lin-Manuel Miranda



	Bright Star[image: External link]
	Edie Brickell[image: External link]
	Brickell & Steve Martin[image: External link]



	School of Rock[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Glenn Slater[image: External link]



	Waitress[image: External link]
	Sara Bareilles[image: External link]



	2017

71st Tony Awards[image: External link]



	Dear Evan Hansen
	Pasek & Paul



	Come from Away
	David Hein & Irene Sankoff



	Groundhog Day[image: External link]
	Tim Minchin[image: External link]



	Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812[image: External link]
	Dave Malloy[image: External link]
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	6 Wins




	Stephen Sondheim




	3 Wins




	Cy Coleman[image: External link]

	Betty Comden[image: External link]

	Fred Ebb[image: External link]

	Adolph Green[image: External link]

	John Kander[image: External link]

	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]




	

	2 Wins




	Jerry Herman[image: External link]

	Robert Lopez

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Tim Rice[image: External link]

	Richard Rodgers[image: External link]

	Maury Yeston[image: External link]

	Jason Robert Brown
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	11 Nominations




	Fred Ebb[image: External link]

	John Kander[image: External link]

	Stephen Sondheim

	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]




	9 Nominations




	Cy Coleman[image: External link]




	7 Nominations




	Tim Rice[image: External link]




	5 Nominations




	Don Black[image: External link]

	Jerry Herman[image: External link]

	Richard Maltby, Jr.[image: External link]

	Alan Menken

	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]

	Jeanine Tesori




	4 Nominations




	Betty Comden[image: External link]

	Adolph Green[image: External link]

	Sheldon Harnick[image: External link]

	Richard Rodgers[image: External link]

	Charles Strouse[image: External link]




	3 Nominations




	Howard Ashman[image: External link]

	Jerry Bock[image: External link]

	Elton John[image: External link]

	Alan Jay Lerner[image: External link]

	Glenn Slater[image: External link]

	David Yazbek[image: External link]

	Maury Yeston[image: External link]




	

	2 Nominations




	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]

	Chad Beguelin[image: External link]

	Elmer Bernstein[image: External link]

	Susan Birkenhead[image: External link]

	Leslie Bricusse[image: External link]

	Jason Robert Brown

	Craig Carnelia[image: External link]

	Joe Darion[image: External link]

	Dorothy Fields[image: External link]

	William Finn[image: External link]

	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]

	Micki Grant[image: External link]

	Larry Grossman[image: External link]

	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]

	Charles Hart[image: External link]

	Joel Hirschhorn[image: External link]

	Tom Jones[image: External link]

	Al Kasha[image: External link]

	Tom Kitt[image: External link]

	Edward Kleban[image: External link]

	Henry Krieger[image: External link]

	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]

	Burton Lane[image: External link]

	Carolyn Leigh[image: External link]

	Peter Link[image: External link]

	Robert Lopez

	Hugh Martin[image: External link]

	Tim Minchin[image: External link]

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Anthony Newley[image: External link]

	Pasek & Paul

	Harvey Schmidt[image: External link]

	Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link]

	David Shire[image: External link]

	Michael Stewart[image: External link]

	Richard Stilgoe[image: External link]

	Charles Strouse[image: External link]

	Jule Styne[image: External link]

	Kurt Weill[image: External link]

	Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]

	Brian Yorkey

	David Zippel[image: External link]
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The Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Musical is an annual award presented by Drama Desk[image: External link] in recognition of achievements in the theatre among Broadway, Off Broadway and Off-Off Broadway productions.

† - indicates the performance won the Tony Award

‡ - indicates the performance was also nominated for the Tony Award



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Winners and nominees





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1970s






	Year
	Musical
	Book
	Music
	Lyrics



	1975



	The Wiz †
	William F. Brown[image: External link]
	Charlie Smalls[image: External link]



	Goodtime Charley[image: External link]
	Sidney Michaels[image: External link]
	Larry Grossman[image: External link]
	Hal Hackady[image: External link]



	In Gay Company
	Fred Silver



	The Lieutenant[image: External link] ‡
	Gene Curty, Nitra Scharfman and Chuck Strand[image: External link]



	1976



	A Chorus Line †
	James Kirkwood[image: External link]
	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	Edward Kleban[image: External link]



	Pacific Overtures[image: External link] ‡
	John Weidman[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	The Robber Bridegroom[image: External link]
	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]
	Robert Waldman[image: External link]
	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]



	1977



	Annie †
	Thomas Meehan
	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	Martin Charnin[image: External link]



	Happy End[image: External link] ‡
	Elisabeth Hauptmann[image: External link]
	Kurt Weill[image: External link]
	Bertolt Brecht[image: External link]



	I Love My Wife[image: External link] ‡
	Michael Stewart[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Michael Stewart[image: External link]



	The King and I[image: External link]
	Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link]
	Richard Rodgers[image: External link]
	Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link]



	Porgy and Bess[image: External link]
	DuBose Heyward[image: External link]
	George Gershwin[image: External link]
	DuBose Heyward[image: External link] and Ira Gershwin[image: External link]



	The Robber Bridegroom[image: External link]
	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]
	Robert Waldman[image: External link]
	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]



	1978



	Ain't Misbehavin' †
	N/A
	Thomas "Fats" Waller[image: External link]
	Various



	The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas[image: External link]
	Larry L. King[image: External link] and Peter Masterson[image: External link]
	Carol Hall[image: External link]



	Dancin'[image: External link] ‡
	N/A
	Various



	Runaways[image: External link] ‡
	Elizabeth Swados[image: External link]



	Working[image: External link]
	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link] and Nina Faso
	Various



	1979



	Sweeney Todd[image: External link] †
	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Eubie![image: External link]
	N/A
	Eubie Blake[image: External link]
	Various



	They're Playing Our Song[image: External link] ‡
	Neil Simon[image: External link]
	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	Carole Bayer Sager[image: External link]



	The Umbrellas of Cherbourg[image: External link]
	Jacques Demy[image: External link]
	Michel Legrand[image: External link]
	Sheldon Harnick[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Musical
	Book
	Music
	Lyrics



	1980



	Evita †
	Tim Rice[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Tim Rice[image: External link]



	The 1940's Radio Hour[image: External link]
	Walton Jones
	Various



	Barnum[image: External link] ‡
	Mark Bramble[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Michael Stewart[image: External link]



	Sidewalkin'
	Jake Holmes



	Tintypes[image: External link] ‡
	Mel Marvin and Gary Pearle
	Various



	1981



	The Pirates of Penzance
	W. S. Gilbert[image: External link]
	Arthur Sullivan[image: External link]
	W. S. Gilbert[image: External link]



	42nd Street[image: External link] †
	Michael Stewart[image: External link] and Mark Bramble[image: External link]
	Harry Warren[image: External link]
	Al Dubin[image: External link]



	Lena Horne: The Lady and Her Music[image: External link]
	N/A
	Various



	1982



	Nine †
	Arthur Kopit[image: External link]
	Maury Yeston[image: External link]



	Dreamgirls[image: External link] ‡
	Tom Eyen[image: External link]
	Henry Krieger[image: External link]
	Tom Eyen[image: External link]



	Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat[image: External link] ‡
	Tim Rice[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Tim Rice[image: External link]



	Pump Boys and Dinettes[image: External link] ‡
	Pump Boys and Dinettes



	1983



	Little Shop of Horrors
	Howard Ashman[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Howard Ashman[image: External link]



	My One and Only[image: External link] ‡
	Peter Stone[image: External link] and Timothy S. Mayer
	George Gershwin[image: External link]
	Ira Gershwin[image: External link]



	1984



	Sunday in the Park with George ‡
	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Baby[image: External link] ‡
	Sybille Pearson[image: External link]
	David Shire[image: External link]
	Richard Maltby, Jr.[image: External link]



	The Rink[image: External link]
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Taking My Turn
	Robert H. Livingston
	Gary William Friedman[image: External link]
	Will Holt[image: External link]



	1985



	N/A



	1986



	The Mystery of Edwin Drood †
	Rupert Holmes[image: External link]



	Big Deal[image: External link] ‡
	Bob Fosse[image: External link]
	Various



	Goblin Market
	Polly Pen and Peggy Harmon
	Polly Pen
	Polly Pen and Peggy Harmon



	Personals
	Alan Merken
	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]
	Alan Merken



	1987



	Les Misérables †
	Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link] and Alain Boublil[image: External link]
	Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link]
	Herbert Kretzmer[image: External link]



	Me and My Girl[image: External link] ‡
	L. Arthur Rose and Douglas Furber[image: External link]
	Noel Gay[image: External link]
	L. Arthur Rose and Douglas Furber[image: External link]



	Olympus on My Mind[image: External link]
	Barry Harman
	Grant Sturiale
	Barry Harman



	Starlight Express[image: External link] ‡
	N/A
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Richard Stilgoe[image: External link]



	1988



	Into the Woods ‡
	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] †
	Richard Stilgoe[image: External link] and Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Charles Hart[image: External link]



	1989



	Jerome Robbins' Broadway †
	N/A
	Various



	Black and Blue[image: External link] ‡
	Claudio Segovia and Héctor Orezzoli
	Various
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 1990s






	Year
	Musical
	Book
	Music
	Lyrics



	1990



	City of Angels †
	Larry Gelbart[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	David Zippel[image: External link]



	Aspects of Love[image: External link] ‡
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Don Black[image: External link] and Charles Hart[image: External link]



	1991



	The Secret Garden ‡
	Marsha Norman[image: External link]
	Lucy Simon[image: External link]
	Marsha Norman[image: External link]



	Assassins
	John Weidman[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	The Will Rogers Follies[image: External link] †
	Peter Stone[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Betty Comden[image: External link] and Adolph Green[image: External link]



	1992



	Crazy for You †
	Ken Ludwig[image: External link]
	George Gershwin[image: External link]
	Ira Gershwin[image: External link]



	Jelly's Last Jam[image: External link] ‡
	George C. Wolfe[image: External link]
	Jelly Roll Morton[image: External link]
	Susan Birkenhead[image: External link]



	1993



	Kiss of the Spider Woman †
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Ruthless![image: External link]
	Joel Paley
	Marvin Laird
	Joel Paley



	The Who's Tommy[image: External link] ‡
	Pete Townshend[image: External link] and Des McAnuff[image: External link]
	Pete Townshend[image: External link]



	Wings
	Arthur Perlman
	Jeffrey Lunden
	Arthur Perlman



	1994



	Passion †
	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] ‡
	Linda Woolverton[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Howard Ashman[image: External link] and Tim Rice[image: External link]



	Hello Again[image: External link]
	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]



	1995



	Show Boat
	Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link]
	Jerome Kern[image: External link]
	Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link] and P.G. Wodehouse[image: External link]



	A Christmas Carol[image: External link]
	N/A
	Alan Menken
	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]



	How to Succeed in Business Without

Really Trying[image: External link]
	Abe Burrows[image: External link], Jack Weinstock[image: External link] and Willie Gilbert[image: External link]
	Frank Loesser[image: External link]



	Merrily We Roll Along[image: External link]
	George Furth[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link] †
	Christopher Hampton[image: External link] and Don Black[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Don Black[image: External link]



	1996



	Rent †
	Jonathan Larson[image: External link]



	Big: the musical[image: External link]
	John Weidman[image: External link]
	David Shire[image: External link]
	Richard Maltby, Jr.[image: External link]



	Bring in 'da Noise, Bring in 'da Funk[image: External link] ‡
	Reg E. Gaines
	Daryl Waters, Zane Mark and Ann Duquesnay[image: External link]
	Reg E. Gaines, George C. Wolfe[image: External link] and Ann Duquesnay[image: External link]



	Chronicle of a Death Foretold[image: External link] ‡
	Graciela Daniele[image: External link] and Jim Lewis
	Bob Telson[image: External link]
	Graciela Daniele[image: External link], Jim Lewis and Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]



	1997



	The Life ‡
	Cy Coleman[image: External link], David Newman and Ira Gasman[image: External link]
	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Ira Gasman[image: External link]



	Steel Pier[image: External link] ‡
	David Thompson[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Violet[image: External link]
	Brian Crawley
	Jeanine Tesori
	Brian Crawley



	1998



	Ragtime ‡
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]



	Forever Tango
	N/A
	Various



	Hedwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link]
	John Cameron Mitchell[image: External link]
	Stephen Trask[image: External link]



	High Society[image: External link]
	Arthur Kopit[image: External link]
	Cole Porter[image: External link]
	Cole Porter[image: External link] and Susan Birkenhead[image: External link]



	The Lion King[image: External link] †
	Roger Allers[image: External link] and Irene Mecchi[image: External link]
	Elton John[image: External link]
	Tim Rice[image: External link]



	1999



	Parade ‡
	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]
	Jason Robert Brown



	A New Brain[image: External link]
	William Finn[image: External link] and James Lapine[image: External link]
	William Finn[image: External link]



	The Civil War[image: External link] ‡
	Gregory Boyd and Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]
	Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]
	Jack Murphy
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 2000s






	Year
	Musical
	Book
	Music
	Lyrics



	2000



	Contact †
	John Weidman[image: External link]
	Various



	James Joyce's The Dead[image: External link] ‡
	Richard Nelson[image: External link]
	Shaun Davey[image: External link]
	Richard Nelson[image: External link] and Shaun Davey[image: External link]



	Saturday Night[image: External link]
	Julius J. Epstein[image: External link] and Philip G. Epstein[image: External link]
	Stephen Sondheim



	Swing![image: External link] ‡
	Paul Kelley
	Various



	The Wild Party[image: External link] ‡
	Andrew Lippa[image: External link][1]



	2001



	The Producers †
	Mel Brooks and Thomas Meehan
	Mel Brooks



	Bat Boy: The Musical[image: External link]
	Keythe Farley[image: External link] and Brian Flemming[image: External link]
	Laurence O'Keefe[image: External link]



	Bubbly Black Girl Sheds Her

Chameleon Skin
	Kristen Childs



	The Full Monty[image: External link] ‡
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	David Yazbek[image: External link]



	Urinetown ‡
	Greg Kotis
	Mark Hollman
	Greg Kotis and Mark Hollman



	2002



	Thoroughly Modern Millie †
	Richard Morris and Dick Scanlan[image: External link]
	Jeanine Tesori
	Dick Scanlan[image: External link]



	The Last Five Years[image: External link]
	Jason Robert Brown



	Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link] ‡
	John Guare[image: External link]
	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	Craig Carnelia[image: External link]



	Tick, Tick... BOOM![image: External link]
	Jonathan Larson[image: External link] and David Auburn[image: External link]
	Jonathan Larson[image: External link]



	2003



	Hairspray †
	Mark O'Donnell and Thomas Meehan
	Marc Shaiman
	Scott Wittman and Marc Shaiman



	A Man of No Importance[image: External link]
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]



	Amour[image: External link] ‡
	Didier Van Cauwelaert[image: External link] and Jeremy Sams[image: External link]
	Michel Legrand[image: External link]
	Jeremy Sams[image: External link]



	Avenue Q †
	Jeff Whitty
	Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx



	Movin' Out[image: External link] ‡
	Twyla Tharp[image: External link]
	Billy Joel[image: External link]



	Zanna, Don't![image: External link]
	Tim Acito and Alexander Dinelaris
	Tim Acito
	Tim Acito and Alexander Dinelaris



	2004



	Wicked[image: External link] ‡
	Winnie Holzman[image: External link]
	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]



	Caroline, or Change[image: External link] ‡
	Tony Kushner[image: External link]
	Jeanine Tesori
	Tony Kushner[image: External link]



	Johnny Guitar[image: External link]
	Nicholas van Hoogstraten
	Martin Silvestri and Joel Higgins[image: External link]
	Joel Higgins[image: External link]



	The Musical of Musicals[image: External link]
	Joanne Bogart and Eric Rockwell
	Eric Rockwell
	Joanne Bogart



	2005



	Monty Python's Spamalot †
	Eric Idle[image: External link]
	John Du Prez[image: External link] and Eric Idle[image: External link]
	Eric Idle[image: External link]



	The 25th Annual Putnam County

Spelling Bee ‡
	Rachel Sheinkin
	William Finn[image: External link]



	Altar Boyz[image: External link]
	Kevin Del Aguila
	Gary Adler[image: External link] and Michael Patrick Walker[image: External link]



	Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link] ‡
	Jeffrey Lane[image: External link]
	David Yazbek[image: External link]



	The Light in the Piazza ‡
	Craig Lucas[image: External link]
	Adam Guettel



	2006



	The Drowsy Chaperone ‡
	Bob Martin and Don McKellar
	Lisa Lambert and Greg Morrison



	Grey Gardens[image: External link] ‡
	Doug Wright[image: External link]
	Scott Frankel[image: External link]
	Michael Korie[image: External link]



	Jersey Boys †
	Marshall Brickman[image: External link] and Rick Elice[image: External link]
	Bob Gaudio[image: External link] and Bob Crewe[image: External link]



	See What I Wanna See[image: External link]
	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]



	Thrill Me[image: External link]
	Stephen Dolginoff



	The Wedding Singer[image: External link] ‡
	Tim Herlihy[image: External link] and Chad Beguelin[image: External link]
	Matthew Sklar[image: External link]
	Chad Beguelin[image: External link]



	2007



	Spring Awakening †
	Steven Sater
	Duncan Sheik
	Steven Sater



	Curtains[image: External link] ‡
	Rupert Holmes[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	In the Heights †
	Quiara Alegría Hudes[image: External link]
	Lin-Manuel Miranda



	Legally Blonde[image: External link]
	Heather Hach[image: External link]
	Nell Benjamin and Laurence O'Keefe[image: External link]



	LoveMusik[image: External link]
	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]
	Kurt Weill[image: External link]
	Various



	Mary Poppins[image: External link] ‡
	Julian Fellowes[image: External link]
	Robert B. Sherman[image: External link], Richard M. Sherman[image: External link], George Stiles[image: External link]

and Anthony Drewe[image: External link]



	2008



	Passing Strange ‡
	Stew
	Stew and Heidi Rodewald
	Stew



	A Catered Affair[image: External link]
	Harvey Fierstein[image: External link]
	John Bucchino[image: External link]



	Adding Machine[image: External link]
	Jason Loewith and Joshua Schmidt
	Joshua Schmidt
	Jason Loewith and Joshua Schmidt



	The Glorious Ones[image: External link]
	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]
	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]



	The Slug Bearers of Kayrol Island
	Ben Katchor[image: External link]
	Mark Mulcahy[image: External link]
	Ben Katchor[image: External link]



	Xanadu[image: External link] ‡
	Douglas Carter Beane[image: External link]
	Jeff Lynne[image: External link] and John Farrar[image: External link]



	2009



	Billy Elliot the Musical †
	Lee Hall
	Elton John[image: External link]
	Lee Hall



	9 to 5[image: External link]
	Patricia Resnick
	Dolly Parton[image: External link]



	Fela![image: External link] ‡
	Bill T. Jones[image: External link] and Jim Lewis
	Fela Kuti[image: External link]



	Liza's at the Palace...[image: External link]
	Ron Lewis
	Various



	Shrek the Musical[image: External link] ‡
	David Lindsay-Abaire[image: External link]
	Jeanine Tesori
	David Lindsay-Abaire[image: External link]



	The Story of My Life[image: External link]
	Brian Hill
	Neil Bartram[image: External link]
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 2010s






	Year
	Musical
	Book
	Music
	Lyrics



	2010



	Memphis †
	Joe DiPietro
	David Bryan
	Joe DiPietro and David Bryan



	The Addams Family[image: External link]
	Marshall Brickman[image: External link] and Rick Elice[image: External link]
	Andrew Lippa[image: External link]



	American Idiot[image: External link] ‡
	Michael Mayer[image: External link] and Billie Joe Armstrong[image: External link]
	Green Day[image: External link]
	Billie Joe Armstrong[image: External link]



	Everyday Rapture[image: External link]
	Dick Scanlan[image: External link] and Sherie Rene Scott[image: External link]
	Various



	The Scottsboro Boys[image: External link] ‡
	David Thompson[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link] and Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	Yank![image: External link]
	David Zellnik
	Joseph Zellnik
	David Zellnik



	2011



	The Book of Mormon †
	Trey Parker, Robert Lopez and Matt Stone



	In Transit[image: External link]
	Kristen Anderson-Lopez[image: External link], James-Allen Ford, Russ Kaplan and Sara Wordsworth



	The Kid[image: External link]
	Michael Zam
	Andy Monroe
	Jack Lechner



	Priscilla, Queen of the Desert[image: External link]
	Stephan Elliott[image: External link] and Allan Scott[image: External link]
	Various



	See Rock City & Other Destinations
	Adam Mathias
	Brad Alexander[image: External link]
	Adam Mathias



	Sister Act[image: External link] ‡
	Cheri Steinkellner, Bill Steinkellner and Douglas Carter Beane[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Glenn Slater[image: External link]



	2012



	Once †
	Enda Walsh
	Glen Hansard[image: External link] and Markéta Irglová[image: External link]



	Bonnie & Clyde[image: External link]
	Ivan Menchell
	Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]
	Don Black[image: External link]



	Death Takes a Holiday[image: External link]
	Peter Stone[image: External link] and Thomas Meehan
	Maury Yeston[image: External link]



	Leap of Faith[image: External link] ‡
	Janus Cercone[image: External link] and Glenn Slater[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Glenn Slater[image: External link]



	Newsies ‡
	Harvey Fierstein[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Jack Feldman



	Nice Work If You Can Get It[image: External link] ‡
	Joe DiPietro
	George[image: External link] and Ira Gershwin[image: External link]



	Queen of the Mist
	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]



	2013



	Matilda the Musical ‡
	Dennis Kelly
	Tim Minchin[image: External link]



	A Christmas Story: The Musical[image: External link] ‡
	Joseph Robinette
	Benj Pasek and Justin Paul



	Giant[image: External link]
	Sybille Pearson[image: External link]
	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]



	Hands on a Hardbody[image: External link]
	Doug Wright[image: External link]
	Amanda Green[image: External link] and Trey Anastasio[image: External link]
	Amanda Green[image: External link]



	Here Lies Love[image: External link]
	N/A
	David Byrne[image: External link] and Fatboy Slim[image: External link]



	Natasha, Pierre and the Great Comet of 1812[image: External link]
	Dave Malloy



	The Other Josh Cohen
	David Rossmer and Steve Rosen



	2014



	A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder †
	Robert L. Freedman
	Steven Lutvak
	Robert L. Freedman and

Steven Lutvak



	Aladdin[image: External link] ‡
	Chad Beguelin[image: External link]
	Alan Menken
	Chad Beguelin[image: External link], Howard Ashman[image: External link]

and Tim Rice[image: External link]



	Beautiful: The Carole King Musical[image: External link] ‡
	Douglas McGrath[image: External link]
	Various



	The Bridges of Madison County
	Marsha Norman[image: External link]
	Jason Robert Brown



	Fun Home †
	Lisa Kron
	Jeanine Tesori
	Lisa Kron



	Love's Labour's Lost[image: External link]
	Alex Timbers[image: External link]
	Michael Friedman[image: External link]



	Rocky the Musical[image: External link]
	Thomas Meehan
	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]



	2015



	Hamilton †
	Lin-Manuel Miranda



	An American in Paris[image: External link] ‡
	Craig Lucas[image: External link]
	George Gershwin[image: External link]
	Ira Gershwin[image: External link]



	Fly By Night
	Will Connolly, Michael Mitnick and Kim Rosenstock



	Pretty Filthy
	Bess Wohl
	Michael Friedman[image: External link]



	Something Rotten![image: External link] ‡
	Karey Kirkpatrick[image: External link] and

John O'Farrell[image: External link]
	Karey Kirkpatrick[image: External link] and Wayne Kirkpatrick[image: External link]



	The Visit[image: External link] ‡
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	John Kander[image: External link]
	Fred Ebb[image: External link]



	2016



	Shuffle Along ‡
	George C. Wolfe[image: External link]
	Eubie Blake[image: External link] and Noble Sissle[image: External link]



	First Daughter Suite[image: External link]
	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]



	Daddy Long Legs[image: External link]
	John Caird[image: External link]
	Paul Gordon[image: External link]



	School of Rock[image: External link] ‡
	Julian Fellowes[image: External link]
	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Glenn Slater[image: External link]



	Waitress[image: External link] ‡
	Jessie Nelson
	Sara Bareilles[image: External link]



	2017



	Come from Away ‡
	Irene Sankoff and David Hein



	Anastasia[image: External link]
	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]



	The Band's Visit[image: External link]
	Itamar Moses[image: External link]
	David Yazbek[image: External link]



	Hadestown[image: External link]
	Anaïs Mitchell[image: External link], Michael Chorney[image: External link] and Todd Sickafoose[image: External link]
	Anaïs Mitchell



	The Lightning Thief: The Percy Jackson Musical[image: External link]
	Joe Trancz
	Rob Rokicki
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Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Music






The Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Music is an annual award presented by Drama Desk[image: External link] in recognition of achievements in the theatre among Broadway, Off Broadway and Off-Off Broadway productions. The award was originally entitled Best Composter, before being renamed to its current title in 1969. The award is often referred to as Outstanding Score of a Musical.

† - indicates the performance won the Tony Award

‡ - indicates the performance was also nominated for the Tony Award



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Winners and nominees





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1960s






	Year
	Composer
	Production



	1968



	Al Carmines[image: External link]
	In Circles



	Galt MacDermot[image: External link]
	Hair[image: External link]



	1969



	Al Carmines[image: External link]
	Peace



	Burt Bacharach[image: External link]
	Promises, Promises[image: External link]
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 1970s






	Year
	Composer
	Production



	1970



	Stephen Sondheim
	Company[image: External link] †



	Kurt Weill[image: External link]
	Mahagonny[image: External link]



	1971



	Stephen Sondheim
	Follies[image: External link] †



	1972



	Galt MacDermot[image: External link]
	Two Gentlemen of Verona[image: External link] ‡



	1973



	Stephen Sondheim
	A Little Night Music[image: External link] †



	1974



	Al Carmines[image: External link]
	The Faggot



	1975



	Charlie Smalls[image: External link]
	The Wiz †



	Gene Curty, Nitra Scharfman and Chuck Strand
	
The Lieutenant[image: External link] ‡



	Jerry Herman[image: External link]
	Mack and Mabel[image: External link]



	Fred Silver
	In Gay Company



	1976



	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	A Chorus Line †



	Leonard Bernstein[image: External link]
	1600 Pennsylvania Avenue[image: External link]



	Bill Heyer and Hank Beebe
	Tuscaloosa's Calling Me



	Stephen Sondheim
	
Pacific Overtures[image: External link] ‡



	1977



	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	I Love My Wife[image: External link] ‡



	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	
Annie †



	Elizabeth Swados[image: External link]
	Nightclub Cantata



	Robert Waldman[image: External link]
	The Robber Bridegroom[image: External link]



	1978



	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	On the Twentieth Century[image: External link] †



	Carol Hall[image: External link]
	The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas[image: External link]



	Elizabeth Swados[image: External link]
	
Runaways[image: External link] ‡



	1979



	Stephen Sondheim
	Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link] †



	Nancy Ford
	I'm Getting My Act Together and Taking It on the Road[image: External link]



	
Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link] and Neil Simon[image: External link]

	They're Playing Our Song[image: External link]



	Jerome Kass[image: External link]
	Ballroom[image: External link]



	Michel Legrand[image: External link]
	The Umbrellas of Cherbourg[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Composer
	Production



	1980



	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Evita †



	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	
Barnum[image: External link] ‡



	Elizabeth Swados[image: External link]
	Runaways[image: External link]



	1982



	Maury Yeston[image: External link]
	Nine †



	Stephen Sondheim
	
Merrily We Roll Along[image: External link] ‡



	Jim Wann
	Pump Boys and Dinettes[image: External link]



	1983



	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Cats[image: External link] †



	Larry Grossman[image: External link]
	
A Doll's Life[image: External link] ‡



	Gerald Jay Markee
	Charlotte Sweet



	Des McAnuff[image: External link]
	Death of Von Richthofen



	Alan Menken
	Little Shop of Horrors



	1984



	Jerry Herman[image: External link]
	La Cage aux Folles[image: External link] †



	Galt MacDermot[image: External link]
	The Human Comedy[image: External link]



	David Shire[image: External link]
	
Baby[image: External link] ‡



	Stephen Sondheim
	
Sunday in the Park with George ‡



	1985



	Larry Grossman[image: External link]
	Grind[image: External link] ‡



	Roger Miller[image: External link]
	
Big River[image: External link] †



	Michael Rupert[image: External link]
	3 Guys Naked from the Waist Down



	1986



	Rupert Holmes[image: External link]
	The Mystery of Edwin Drood †



	Polly Pen
	Goblin Market[image: External link]



	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	Mayor[image: External link]



	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	
Song and Dance[image: External link] ‡



	1987



	Noel Gay[image: External link]
	Me and My Girl[image: External link] ‡



	Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link]
	Les Misérables †



	Nick Bicat
	The Knife



	Charles Strouse[image: External link]
	
Rags[image: External link] ‡



	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	
Starlight Express[image: External link] ‡



	1988



	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] ‡



	
Benny Andersson[image: External link] and Björn Ulvaeus[image: External link]

	Chess[image: External link]



	David Evans[image: External link]
	Birds of Paradise[image: External link]



	
Hugh Masekela[image: External link] and Mbongeni Ngema[image: External link]

	
Sarafina![image: External link] ‡



	Stephen Sondheim
	
Into the Woods †
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 1990s






	Year
	Composer
	Production



	1990



	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	City of Angels †



	
George Forrest[image: External link], Maury Yeston[image: External link] and Robert Wright[image: External link]

	
Grand Hotel[image: External link] ‡



	Ástor Piazzolla[image: External link]
	Dangerous Games



	David Shire[image: External link]
	Closer Than Ever[image: External link]



	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	
Aspects of Love[image: External link] ‡



	1991



	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	The Will Rogers Follies[image: External link] †



	David Bucknam
	The Waves



	William Finn[image: External link]
	Falsettoland[image: External link]



	Lucy Simon[image: External link]
	
The Secret Garden ‡



	Stephen Sondheim
	Assassins



	1992



	Erik Frandsen, Michael Garin, Paul Lockheart, and Robert Hipkins
	Song of Singapore



	1993



	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	The Goodbye Girl[image: External link]



	John Kander[image: External link]
	
Kiss of the Spider Woman †



	Jeffrey Lunden
	Wings



	1994



	Stephen Sondheim
	Passion †



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	Hello Again[image: External link]



	Alan Menken
	
Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] ‡



	Polly Pen
	Christina Alberta's Father



	Tom Waits[image: External link]
	The Black Rider[image: External link]



	1995
	N/A



	1996



	Jonathan Larson[image: External link]
	Rent †



	1997



	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	The Life ‡



	John Kander[image: External link]
	
Steel Pier[image: External link] ‡



	Jeanine Tesori
	Violet[image: External link]



	1998



	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Ragtime †



	Paul Simon[image: External link]
	
The Capeman[image: External link] ‡



	Stephen Trask[image: External link]
	Hedwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link]



	Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]
	The Scarlet Pimpernel[image: External link]



	1999



	Jason Robert Brown
	Parade †



	Cy Coleman[image: External link]
	Exactly Like You[image: External link]



	William Finn[image: External link]
	A New Brain[image: External link]



	Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]
	
The Civil War[image: External link] ‡
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 2000s






	Year
	Composer
	Production



	2000



	Andrew Lippa[image: External link]
	The Wild Party[image: External link]



	Shaun Davey[image: External link]
	
James Joyce's The Dead[image: External link] ‡



	Stephen Sondheim
	Saturday Night[image: External link]



	2001



	David Yazbek[image: External link]
	The Full Monty[image: External link] ‡



	Kirsten Childs
	The Bubbly Black Girl Sheds Her Chameleon Skin



	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Seussical[image: External link]



	Mark Hollmann
	
Urinetown †



	Ed Kleban[image: External link]
	
A Class Act[image: External link] ‡



	Laurence O'Keefe[image: External link]
	Bat Boy: The Musical[image: External link]



	2002



	Jason Robert Brown
	The Last Five Years[image: External link]



	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	
Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link] ‡



	Jonathan Larson[image: External link]
	Tick, Tick... BOOM![image: External link]



	Jeanine Tesori
	
Thoroughly Modern Millie ‡



	2003



	Marc Shaiman
	Hairspray †



	Tim Acito
	Zanna, Don't![image: External link]



	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	A Man of No Importance[image: External link]



	Michel Legrand[image: External link]
	
Amour[image: External link] ‡



	
Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx

	
Avenue Q †



	
Keb' Mo'[image: External link], Anderson Edwards and Keith Glover
	Thunder Knocking on the Door



	2004



	Jeanine Tesori
	Caroline, or Change[image: External link] ‡



	RaRa Avis and Andrew Yeater
	Ramayana 2K3



	Boy George[image: External link]
	
Taboo[image: External link] ‡



	Eric Rockwell
	The Musical of Musicals (The Musical!)[image: External link]



	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]
	
Wicked[image: External link] ‡



	Martin Silvestri and Joel Higgins[image: External link]

	Johnny Guitar[image: External link]



	2005



	Adam Guettel
	The Light in the Piazza †



	
Gary Adler[image: External link] and Michael Patrick Walker[image: External link]

	Altar Boyz[image: External link]



	Terry Davies
	Play Without Words[image: External link]



	William Finn[image: External link]
	
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee ‡



	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Dessa Rose[image: External link]



	David Yazbek[image: External link]
	
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link] ‡



	2006



	Lisa Lambert and Greg Morrison
	The Drowsy Chaperone †



	Stephen Dolginoff[image: External link]
	Thrill Me[image: External link]



	Scott Frankel[image: External link]
	
Grey Gardens[image: External link] ‡



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	See What I Wanna See[image: External link]



	Peter Mills
	The Pursuit of Persephone[image: External link]



	Matthew Sklar[image: External link]
	
The Wedding Singer[image: External link] ‡



	2007



	Duncan Sheik
	Spring Awakening †



	John Kander[image: External link]
	
Curtains[image: External link] ‡



	Paul Leschen and Gila Sand
	Twist: Please, Sir, May I Have Some More?



	Peter Rodgers Melnick[image: External link]
	Adrift in Macao



	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	
In the Heights †



	
Laurence O'Keefe[image: External link] and Nell Benjamin
	
Legally Blonde[image: External link] ‡



	2008



	Stew and Heidi Rodewald
	Passing Strange ‡



	John Bucchino[image: External link]
	A Catered Affair[image: External link]



	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	The Glorious Ones[image: External link]



	Tom Kitt
	
Next to Normal †



	Mark Mulcahy[image: External link]
	The Slug Bearers of Kayrol Island



	Joshua Schmidt
	Adding Machine[image: External link]



	2009



	Elton John[image: External link]
	Billy Elliot the Musical ‡



	Neil Bartram[image: External link]
	The Story of My Life[image: External link]



	Zina Goldrich[image: External link]
	Dear Edwina[image: External link]



	Dolly Parton[image: External link]
	
9 to 5[image: External link] ‡



	Stephen Sondheim
	Road Show[image: External link]



	Jeanine Tesori
	
Shrek the Musical[image: External link] ‡
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 2010s






	Year
	Composer
	Production



	2010



	David Bryan
	Memphis †



	Michael Friedman[image: External link]
	Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson



	Joe Iconis[image: External link]
	Bloodsong of Love



	
John Kander[image: External link] and Fred Ebb[image: External link]

	
The Scottsboro Boys[image: External link] ‡



	Andrew Lippa[image: External link]
	
The Addams Family[image: External link] ‡



	Joseph Zellnik
	Yank![image: External link]



	2011



	Trey Parker, Robert Lopez and Matt Stone
	The Book of Mormon †



	Brad Alexander[image: External link]
	See Rock City & Other Destinations



	Alan Menken
	
Sister Act[image: External link] ‡



	Marc Shaiman
	Catch Me If You Can[image: External link]



	
Mike Stoller[image: External link] and Artie Butler[image: External link]

	The People in the Picture[image: External link]



	David Yazbek[image: External link]
	
Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown[image: External link] ‡



	2012



	Alan Menken
	Newsies †



	
Glen Hansard[image: External link] and Markéta Irglová[image: External link]

	Once



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	Queen of the Mist



	Alan Menken
	Leap of Faith[image: External link]



	Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]
	
Bonnie & Clyde[image: External link] ‡



	Maury Yeston[image: External link]
	Death Takes a Holiday[image: External link]



	2013



	David Byrne[image: External link] and Fatboy Slim[image: External link]
	Here Lies Love[image: External link]



	
Trey Anastasio[image: External link] and Amanda Green[image: External link]

	
Hands on a Hardbody[image: External link] ‡



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	Giant[image: External link]



	Dave Malloy[image: External link]
	Natasha, Pierre and the Great Comet of 1812[image: External link]



	Pasek and Paul
	
A Christmas Story: The Musical[image: External link] ‡



	David Rossmer and Steve Rosen
	The Other Josh Cohen



	2014



	Jason Robert Brown
	The Bridges of Madison County †



	Andrew Lippa[image: External link]
	Big Fish[image: External link]



	Steven Lutvak
	
A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder ‡



	Alan Menken
	
Aladdin[image: External link] ‡



	
Kevin Murphy[image: External link] and Laurence O'Keefe[image: External link]

	Heathers: The Musical[image: External link]



	Jeanine Tesori
	
Fun Home †



	2015



	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Hamilton †



	Jason Robert Brown
	Honeymoon in Vegas[image: External link]



	Michael Friedman[image: External link]
	The Fortress of Solitude[image: External link]



	John Kander[image: External link]
	
The Visit[image: External link] ‡



	Dave Malloy[image: External link]
	Ghost Quartet[image: External link]



	Sting[image: External link]
	
The Last Ship[image: External link] ‡



	2016



	Steve Martin[image: External link] and Edie Brickell[image: External link]
	Bright Star[image: External link] ‡



	Sara Bareilles[image: External link]
	
Waitress[image: External link] ‡



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	First Daughter Suite[image: External link]



	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]
	
School of Rock[image: External link] ‡



	The Lobbyists
	SeaWife



	2017



	David Yazbek[image: External link]
	The Band's Visit[image: External link]



	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]
	Anastasia[image: External link]



	Dave Malloy[image: External link]
	Beardo



	Richard Oberacker
	Bandstand[image: External link]



	Irene Sankoff and David Hein
	Come from Away
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	5 wins




	Cy Coleman[image: External link]

	Stephen Sondheim




	3 wins




	Jason Robert Brown

	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]




	

	2 wins




	Al Carmines[image: External link]

	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
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	12 nominations




	Stephen Sondheim




	7 nominations




	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]




	6 nominations




	Cy Coleman[image: External link]

	Stephen Flaherty[image: External link]

	Alan Menken




	5 nominations




	John Kander[image: External link]

	Jeanine Tesori




	4 nominations




	Jason Robert Brown

	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]

	David Yazbek[image: External link]




	3 nominations




	Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]

	Andrew Lippa[image: External link]

	Dave Malloy[image: External link]

	Laurence O'Keefe[image: External link]

	Charles Strouse[image: External link]

	Elizabeth Swados[image: External link]

	Maury Yeston[image: External link]

	Frank Wildhorn[image: External link]




	

	2 nominations




	Al Carmines[image: External link]

	William Finn[image: External link]

	Michael Friedman[image: External link]

	Larry Grossman[image: External link]

	Jerry Herman[image: External link]

	Michel Legrand[image: External link]

	Robert Lopez

	Galt MacDermot[image: External link]

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Polly Pen

	Marc Shaiman

	David Shire[image: External link]
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Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Book of a Musical






The Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Book of a Musical is an annual award presented by Drama Desk[image: External link] in recognition of achievements in the theatre among Broadway, Off Broadway and Off-Off Broadway productions. For two years, in addition to the award for Outstanding Book, an award was presented to the writers of the Most Promising Book. Recipients of this honor were Melvin Van Peebles[image: External link] for Ain't Supposed to Die a Natural Death[image: External link] in 1972 and Ron House and Diz White for El Grande de Coco-Cola in 1973.

† - indicates the performance won the Tony Award

‡ - indicates the performance was also nominated for the Tony Award
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 Winners and nominees
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 1970s






	Year
	Writer
	Production



	1970



	George Furth[image: External link]
	Company[image: External link] †



	1971



	Burt Shevelove[image: External link]
	No, No, Nanette[image: External link]



	1972



	John Guare[image: External link] and Mel Shapiro[image: External link]
	Two Gentlemen of Verona[image: External link] †



	1973



	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]
	A Little Night Music[image: External link] †



	1974



	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]
	Candide[image: External link] †



	1976



	James Kirkwood, Jr.[image: External link] and Nicholas Dante[image: External link]
	A Chorus Line †



	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]
	
The Robber Bridegroom[image: External link] ‡



	John Weidman[image: External link]
	
Pacific Overtures[image: External link] ‡



	1977



	Thomas Meehan
	Annie †



	1979



	Hugh Wheeler[image: External link]
	Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link] †
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 1980s






	Year
	Writer
	Production



	1984



	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Sunday in the Park with George ‡



	Harvey Fierstein[image: External link]
	
La Cage aux Folles[image: External link] †



	Garry Trudeau[image: External link]
	Doonesbury[image: External link]



	1985



	Jerry Colker
	Three Guys Naked from the Waist Down



	1986



	Rupert Holmes[image: External link]
	The Mystery of Edwin Drood †



	
Marta Kauffman[image: External link], Seth Friedman and David Crane[image: External link]

	Personals



	Warren Leight[image: External link]
	Mayor[image: External link]



	1987



	L. Arthur Rose, Douglas Furber[image: External link], Stephen Fry[image: External link] and Mike Ockrent[image: External link]
	Me and My Girl[image: External link] ‡



	Barry Harman
	Olympus on My Mind[image: External link]



	1988



	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Into the Woods †
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 1990s






	Year
	Writer
	Production



	1990



	Larry Gelbart[image: External link]
	City of Angels †



	1991



	Marsha Norman[image: External link]
	The Secret Garden †



	John Weidman[image: External link]
	Assassins



	1992



	George C. Wolfe[image: External link]
	Jelly's Last Jam[image: External link] ‡



	1994



	James Lapine[image: External link]
	Passion †



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	Hello Again[image: External link]



	1995
	N/A



	1996



	Jonathan Larson[image: External link]
	Rent †



	
Graciela Daniele[image: External link] and Jim Lewis
	
Chronicle of a Death Foretold[image: External link] ‡



	Laurence Klavan
	Bed and Sofa[image: External link]



	Tina Landau[image: External link]
	Floyd Collins[image: External link]



	John Weidman[image: External link]
	
Big: the musical[image: External link] ‡



	1997
	N/A



	1998



	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	Ragtime †



	1999



	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]
	Parade †



	
William Finn[image: External link] and James Lapine[image: External link]

	A New Brain[image: External link]
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 2000s






	Year
	Writer
	Production



	2001



	Mel Brooks and Thomas Meehan
	The Producers †



	Kirsten Childs
	The Bubbly Black Girl Sheds Her Chameleon Skin



	
Keythe Farley[image: External link] and Brian Flemming[image: External link]

	Bat Boy: The Musical[image: External link]



	Greg Kotis
	
Urinetown †



	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	
The Full Monty[image: External link] ‡



	2002



	John Lahr[image: External link] and Elaine Stritch[image: External link]
	Elaine Stritch at Liberty[image: External link]



	John Guare[image: External link]
	
Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link] ‡



	
Jonathan Larson[image: External link] and David Auburn[image: External link]

	Tick, Tick... BOOM![image: External link]



	Richard Morris and Dick Scanlan[image: External link]

	
Thoroughly Modern Millie ‡



	2003



	Mark O'Donnell and Thomas Meehan
	Hairspray †



	Tim Acito and Alexander Dinelaris
	Zanna, Don't![image: External link]



	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	A Man of No Importance[image: External link]



	
Jeremy Sams[image: External link] and Didier Van Cauwelaert[image: External link]

	
Amour[image: External link] ‡



	Jeff Whitty
	
Avenue Q †



	2004



	Winnie Holzman[image: External link]
	Wicked[image: External link] ‡



	Tony Kushner[image: External link]
	
Caroline, or Change[image: External link] ‡



	2005



	Rachel Sheinkin
	The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee †



	Nell Benjamin and Laurence O'Keefe[image: External link]

	Cam Jensen



	Kevin Del Aguila
	Altar Boyz[image: External link]



	Mark Harelik[image: External link]
	The Immigrant[image: External link]



	Eric Idle[image: External link]
	
Monty Python's Spamalot ‡



	Jeffrey Lane[image: External link]
	
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link] ‡



	2006



	Bob Martin and Don McKellar
	The Drowsy Chaperone †



	
Rick Elice[image: External link] and Marshall Brickman[image: External link]

	
Jersey Boys ‡



	Doug Wright[image: External link]
	
Grey Gardens[image: External link] ‡



	2007



	Rupert Holmes[image: External link] and Peter Stone[image: External link]
	Curtains[image: External link] ‡



	Scott Brown and Anthony King[image: External link]

	Gutenberg! The Musical![image: External link]



	Julian Fellowes[image: External link]
	Mary Poppins[image: External link]



	Heather Hach[image: External link]
	
Legally Blonde[image: External link] ‡



	Steven Sater
	
Spring Awakening †



	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]
	LoveMusik[image: External link]



	2008



	Douglas Carter Beane[image: External link]
	Xanadu[image: External link] ‡



	Harvey Fierstein[image: External link]
	A Catered Affair[image: External link]



	Ben Katchor[image: External link]
	The Slug Bearers of Kayrol Island



	Jason Loewith and Joshua Schmidt
	Adding Machine[image: External link]



	Stew
	
Passing Strange †



	Eric H. Weinberger
	Wanda's World



	2009



	Lee Hall
	Billy Elliot the Musical †



	Steven Cosson and Jim Lewis[image: External link]

	This Beautiful City[image: External link]



	Joe DiPietro
	The Toxic Avenger[image: External link]



	Brian Hill[image: External link]
	The Story of My Life[image: External link]



	David Lindsay-Abaire[image: External link]
	
Shrek the Musical[image: External link] ‡



	Patricia Resnick
	9 to 5[image: External link]
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 2010s






	Year
	Writer
	Production



	2010



	Alex Timbers[image: External link]
	Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson ‡



	Joe DiPietro
	
Memphis †



	Joe Iconis[image: External link]
	Bloodsong of Love



	
Dick Scanlan[image: External link] and Sherie Rene Scott[image: External link]

	
Everyday Rapture[image: External link] ‡



	David Thompson[image: External link]
	The Scottsboro Boys[image: External link]



	David Zellnik
	Yank![image: External link]



	2011



	Adam Mathias
	See Rock City and Other Destinations



	
Kristen Anderson-Lopez[image: External link], James-Allen Ford, Russ Kaplan and Sara Wordsworth
	In Transit



	Iris Rainer Dart[image: External link]
	The People in the Picture[image: External link]



	
Stephan Elliott[image: External link] and Allan Scott[image: External link]

	Priscilla, Queen of the Desert[image: External link]



	
Trey Parker, Robert Lopez and Matt Stone

	
The Book of Mormon †



	Michael Zam
	The Kid[image: External link]



	2012



	Joe DiPietro
	Nice Work If You Can Get It[image: External link] ‡



	Douglas Carter Beane[image: External link]
	
Lysistrata Jones[image: External link] ‡



	
Janus Cercone[image: External link] and Warren Leight[image: External link]

	Leap of Faith[image: External link]



	Joy Gregory
	The Shaggs: Philosophy of the World



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	Queen of the Mist



	
Thomas Meehan and Peter Stone[image: External link]

	Death Takes a Holiday[image: External link]



	2013



	Dennis Kelly
	Matilda the Musical †



	Sybille Pearson[image: External link]
	Giant[image: External link]



	Joseph Robinette
	
A Christmas Story: The Musical[image: External link] ‡



	David Rossmer and Steve Rosen
	The Other Josh Cohen



	Jeff Whitty
	Bring It On: The Musical[image: External link]



	Doug Wright[image: External link]
	Hands on a Hardbody[image: External link]



	2014



	Robert L. Freedman
	A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder †



	Chad Beguelin[image: External link]
	
Aladdin[image: External link] ‡



	Joe Kinosian and Kellen Blair
	Murder for Two



	Lisa Kron
	
Fun Home †'



	Douglas McGrath[image: External link]
	
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical[image: External link] ‡



	Marsha Norman[image: External link]
	The Bridges of Madison County



	2015



	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Hamilton ‡



	
Hunter Bell[image: External link] and Lee Overtree
	Found



	
Karey Kirkpatrick[image: External link] and John O’Farrell[image: External link]

	
Something Rotten![image: External link] ‡



	Craig Lucas[image: External link]
	
An American in Paris[image: External link] ‡



	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	
The Visit[image: External link] ‡



	Kim Rosenstock, Will Connolly, and Michael Mitnick
	Fly by Night



	2016



	John Caird[image: External link]
	Daddy Long Legs[image: External link]



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	First Daughter Suite[image: External link]



	Jessie Nelson[image: External link]
	Waitress[image: External link]



	2017



	Irene Sankoff and David Hein
	Come from Away



	Terrence McNally[image: External link]
	Anastasia[image: External link]



	Itamar Moses[image: External link]
	The Band's Visit[image: External link]



	Richard Oberacker and Rob Taylor
	Bandstand[image: External link]



	Joe Tracz
	The Lightning Thief: The Percy Jackson Musical[image: External link]
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Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Lyrics






The Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Lyrics is an annual award presented by Drama Desk[image: External link] in recognition of achievements in the theatre among Broadway, Off Broadway and Off-Off Broadway productions.

† - indicates the performance won the Tony Award

‡ - indicates the performance was also nominated for the Tony Award
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 1960s






	Year
	Lyricist
	Production



	1969



	George Haimoshn and Robin Miller
	Dames at Sea[image: External link]



	Fred Ebb[image: External link]
	Zorba[image: External link]
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 1970s






	Year
	Lyricist
	Production



	1970



	Stephen Sondheim
	Company[image: External link] †



	Bertolt Brecht[image: External link]
	Mahagonny[image: External link]



	1971



	Stephen Sondheim
	Follies[image: External link] †



	1972



	John Guare[image: External link]
	Two Gentlemen of Verona[image: External link] ‡



	1973



	Stephen Sondheim
	A Little Night Music[image: External link] †



	1974



	Al Carmines[image: External link]
	The Faggot



	1975



	Charlie Smalls[image: External link]
	The Wiz †



	Gene Curty, Nitra Scharfman and Chuck Strand
	
The Lieutenant[image: External link] ‡



	Jerry Herman[image: External link]
	Mack and Mabel[image: External link]



	Fred Silver
	In Gay Company



	1976



	Edward Kleban[image: External link] and Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link]
	A Chorus Line †



	Leonard Bernstein[image: External link]
	1600 Pennsylvania Avenue[image: External link]



	Bill Heyer and Hank Beebe
	Tuscaloosa's Calling Me



	Stephen Sondheim
	
Pacific Overtures[image: External link] ‡



	1977



	Martin Charnin[image: External link]
	Annie †



	Alfred Uhry[image: External link]
	The Robber Bridegroom[image: External link]



	1978



	Carol Hall[image: External link]
	The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas[image: External link]



	Elizabeth Swados[image: External link]
	
Runaways[image: External link] ‡



	1979



	Stephen Sondheim
	Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link] †



	Gretchen Cryer[image: External link]
	I'm Getting My Act Together and Taking It on the Road[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Lyricist
	Production



	1980



	Tim Rice[image: External link]
	Evita †



	Steve Brown[image: External link]
	Strider



	1982



	Stephen Sondheim
	Merrily We Roll Along[image: External link] ‡



	Maury Yeston[image: External link]
	Nine †



	Tom Eyen[image: External link]
	
Dreamgirls[image: External link] ‡



	Jim Wann
	Pump Boys and Dinettes[image: External link]



	1983



	Howard Ashman[image: External link]
	Little Shop of Horrors



	Michael Colby
	Charlotte Sweet



	T.S. Eliot[image: External link]
	
Cats[image: External link] †



	Des McAnuff[image: External link]
	Death of Von Richthofen



	1984



	Stephen Sondheim
	Sunday in the Park with George ‡



	Jerry Herman[image: External link]
	
La Cage aux Folles[image: External link] †



	Richard Maltby, Jr.[image: External link]
	
Baby[image: External link] ‡



	Garry Trudeau[image: External link]
	Doonesbury[image: External link]



	1985



	Roger Miller[image: External link]
	Big River[image: External link] †



	Jerry Colker
	3 Guys Naked from the Waist Down



	Ellen Fitzhugh
	
Grind[image: External link] ‡



	1988



	Stephen Sondheim
	Into the Woods †



	Barry Harman
	
Romance/Romance[image: External link] ‡
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 1990s






	Year
	Lyricist
	Production



	1990



	David Zippel[image: External link]
	City of Angels †



	Richard Maltby, Jr.[image: External link]
	Closer Than Ever[image: External link]



	
Robert Wright[image: External link], Maury Yeston[image: External link] and George Forrest[image: External link]

	
Grand Hotel[image: External link] ‡



	1991



	William Finn[image: External link]
	Falsettoland[image: External link]



	Marsha Norman[image: External link]
	
The Secret Garden ‡



	Stephen Sondheim
	Assassins



	1992



	Susan Birkenhead[image: External link]
	Jelly's Last Jam[image: External link] ‡



	Michael Garin, Paul Lockheart, Erik Frandsen and Robert Hipkins
	Song of Singapore



	1993



	Denis Markell and Douglas Bernstein
	A Backer's Audition



	Joey Paley
	Ruthless![image: External link]



	Arthur Perlman
	Wings



	David Zippel[image: External link]
	The Goodbye Girl[image: External link]



	1994



	Stephen Sondheim
	Passion †



	
Howard Ashman[image: External link] and Tim Rice[image: External link]

	
Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] ‡



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	Hello Again[image: External link]



	1995
	N/A



	1996



	Jonathan Larson[image: External link]
	Rent †



	1997



	Gerard Alessandrini
	Forbidden Broadway Strikes Back[image: External link]



	Brian Crawley
	Violet[image: External link]



	Mark Waldrop[image: External link]
	Howard Crabtree's When Pigs Fly[image: External link]



	1998



	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]
	Ragtime †



	Stephen Trask[image: External link]
	Hedgwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link]



	Susan Birkenhead[image: External link]
	Triumph of Love[image: External link]



	1999



	Gerard Alessandrini
	Forbidden Broadway Cleans Up Its Act[image: External link]



	Jason Robert Brown
	
Parade †



	William Finn[image: External link]
	A New Brain[image: External link]
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 2000s






	Year
	Lyricist
	Production



	2000



	Stephen Sondheim
	Saturday Night[image: External link]



	Boyd Graham
	The Big Bang



	Jordan Allen-Dutton, Jason Catalano and Gregory Qaiyum[image: External link]

	The Bomb-itty of Errors[image: External link]



	Andrew Lippa[image: External link]
	The Wild Party[image: External link]



	2001



	Mel Brooks
	The Producers †



	Kirsten Childs
	The Bubbly Black Girl Sheds Her Chameleon Skin



	
Mark Hollmann and Greg Kotis

	
Urinetown †



	Ed Kleban[image: External link]
	
A Class Act[image: External link] ‡



	Laurence O'Keefe[image: External link]
	Bat Boy: The Musical[image: External link]



	David Yazbek[image: External link]
	
The Full Monty[image: External link] ‡



	2002



	Jason Robert Brown
	The Last Five Years[image: External link]



	Craig Carnelia[image: External link]
	
Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link] ‡



	Jonathan Larson[image: External link]
	Tick, Tick... BOOM![image: External link]



	Kevin Murphy[image: External link]
	Reefer Madness[image: External link]



	Dick Scanlan[image: External link]
	
Thoroughly Modern Millie ‡



	Ben Schatz
	Dragapella Starring The Kinsey Sicks[image: External link]



	2003



	Scott Wittman and Marc Shaiman
	Hairspray †



	Tim Acito and Alexander Dinelaris
	Zanna, Don't![image: External link]



	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]
	A Man of No Importance[image: External link]



	Craig Carnelia[image: External link]
	Imaginary Friends[image: External link]



	
Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx

	
Avenue Q †



	
Jeremy Sams[image: External link] and Didier van Cauwelaert[image: External link]

	
Amour[image: External link] ‡



	2004



	Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]
	Wicked[image: External link] ‡



	Joanne Bogart
	The Musical of Musicals (The Musical!)[image: External link]



	Boy George[image: External link]
	
Taboo[image: External link] ‡



	Sean Hartley
	Cupid and Psyche[image: External link]



	Joel Higgins[image: External link]
	Johnny Guitar[image: External link]



	2005



	Eric Idle[image: External link]
	Monty Python's Spamalot ‡



	
Gary Adler[image: External link] and Michael Patrick Walker[image: External link]

	Altar Boyz[image: External link]



	Douglas J. Cohen[image: External link]
	Children's Letters to God[image: External link]



	Rick Crom[image: External link]
	Newsical[image: External link]



	William Finn[image: External link]
	
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee ‡



	David Yazbek[image: External link]
	
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link] ‡



	2006



	Lisa Lambert and Greg Morrison
	The Drowsy Chaperone †



	Chad Beguelin[image: External link]
	
The Wedding Singer[image: External link] ‡



	Mark Campbell
	Songs from an Unmade Bed



	Ryan Cunningham[image: External link]
	I Love You Because[image: External link]



	Michael Korie[image: External link]
	
Grey Gardens[image: External link] ‡



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	See What I Wanna See[image: External link]



	2007



	Steven Sater
	Spring Awakening †



	
Fred Ebb[image: External link], John Kander[image: External link] and Rupert Holmes[image: External link]

	
Curtains[image: External link] ‡



	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	
In the Heights †



	
Laurence O'Keefe[image: External link] and Nell Benjamin
	
Legally Blonde[image: External link] ‡



	
William Strauss[image: External link], Elaina Newport and Mark Eaton
	Capitol Steps[image: External link]



	
Scott Wittman and Marc Shaiman

	Martin Short: Fame Becomes Me[image: External link]



	2008



	Stew
	Passing Strange ‡



	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]
	The Glorious Ones[image: External link]



	Mel Brooks
	Young Frankenstein[image: External link]



	John Bucchino[image: External link]
	A Catered Affair[image: External link]



	Ben Katchor[image: External link]
	The Slug Bearers of Kayrol Island



	Jason Loewith and Joshua Schmidt
	Adding Machine[image: External link]



	2009



	Stephen Sondheim
	Road Show[image: External link]



	Neil Bartram[image: External link]
	The Story of My Life[image: External link]



	Jason Robert Brown
	13[image: External link]



	Marcy Heisler[image: External link]
	Dear Edwina[image: External link]



	David Lindsay-Abaire[image: External link]
	
Shrek the Musical[image: External link] ‡



	Dolly Parton[image: External link]
	
9 to 5[image: External link] ‡
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 2010s






	Year
	Lyricist
	Production



	2010



	John Kander[image: External link] and Fred Ebb[image: External link]
	The Scottsboro Boys[image: External link] ‡



	Rick Crom[image: External link]
	Newsical[image: External link]



	Kevin Del Aguila
	Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type[image: External link]



	
Dillie Keane[image: External link] and Adèle Anderson[image: External link]

	Fascinating Aïda[image: External link]



	Andrew Lippa[image: External link]
	
The Addams Family[image: External link] ‡



	David Zellnik
	Yank![image: External link]



	2011



	Trey Parker, Robert Lopez and Matt Stone
	The Book of Mormon †



	Rick Crom[image: External link]
	Newsical The Musical - Full Spin Ahead



	Jack Lechner
	The Kid[image: External link]



	Adam Mathias
	See Rock City & Other Destinations



	Glenn Slater[image: External link]
	
Sister Act[image: External link] ‡



	
Scott Wittman and Marc Shaiman

	Catch Me If You Can[image: External link]



	2012



	Glen Hansard[image: External link] and Markéta Irglová[image: External link]
	Once



	Don Black[image: External link]
	
Bonnie & Clyde[image: External link] ‡



	Jack Feldman
	
Newsies †



	Joy Gregory and Gunnar Madsen[image: External link]

	The Shaggs: Philosophy of the World



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	Queen of the Mist



	Maury Yeston[image: External link]
	Death Takes a Holiday[image: External link]



	2013



	Tim Minchin[image: External link]
	Matilda the Musical ‡



	Amanda Green[image: External link]
	
Hands on a Hardbody[image: External link] ‡



	
Amanda Green[image: External link] and Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Bring It On: The Musical[image: External link]



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	Giant[image: External link]



	Dave Malloy
	Natasha, Pierre and the Great Comet of 1812[image: External link]



	David Rossmer and Steve Rosen
	The Other Josh Cohen



	2014



	Robert L. Freedman and Steven Lutvak
	A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder ‡



	
Howard Ashman[image: External link], Tim Rice[image: External link] and Chad Beguelin[image: External link]

	
Aladdin[image: External link] ‡



	Jason Robert Brown
	
The Bridges of Madison County †



	Michael Friedman[image: External link]
	Love's Labour's Lost[image: External link]



	Michael Korie[image: External link]
	Far from Heaven[image: External link]



	Lisa Kron
	
Fun Home †



	2015



	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Hamilton ‡



	Jason Robert Brown
	Honeymoon in Vegas[image: External link]



	Fred Ebb[image: External link]
	
The Visit[image: External link] ‡



	Michael Friedman[image: External link]
	The Fortress of Solitude[image: External link]



	
Karey Kirkpatrick[image: External link] and Wayne Kirkpatrick[image: External link]

	
Something Rotten![image: External link] ‡



	Benjamin Scheuer[image: External link]
	The Lion



	2016



	Pasek and Paul
	Dear Evan Hansen



	Sara Bareilles[image: External link]
	
Waitress[image: External link] ‡



	Glenn Slater[image: External link]
	
School of Rock[image: External link] ‡



	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]
	First Daughter Suite[image: External link]



	2017



	David Yazbek[image: External link]
	The Band's Visit[image: External link]



	Gerard Alessandrini
	Spamilton[image: External link]



	
GQ[image: External link] and JQ
	Othello: The Remix



	Michael Korie[image: External link]
	War Paint[image: External link]



	Irene Sankoff and David Hein
	Come from Away
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 Multiple Wins





	10 wins




	Stephen Sondheim




	2 wins




	Gerard Alessandrini

	Fred Ebb[image: External link]
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 Multiple Nominations







	

	12 nominations




	Stephen Sondheim




	5 nominations




	Jason Robert Brown

	Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]




	4 nominations




	Fred Ebb[image: External link]




	3 nominations




	Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]

	Gerard Alessandrini

	Howard Ashman[image: External link]

	Rick Crom[image: External link]

	William Finn[image: External link]

	Michael Korie[image: External link]

	Lin-Manuel Miranda

	Tim Rice[image: External link]

	Marc Shaiman

	Scott Wittman

	David Yazbek[image: External link]

	Maury Yeston[image: External link]




	

	2 nominations




	Susan Birkenhead[image: External link]

	Chad Beguelin[image: External link]

	Mel Brooks

	Craig Carnelia[image: External link]

	Michael Friedman[image: External link]

	Amanda Green[image: External link]

	Jerry Herman[image: External link]

	John Kander[image: External link]

	Jonathan Larson[image: External link]

	Andrew Lippa[image: External link]

	Robert Lopez

	Richard Maltby, Jr.[image: External link]

	Laurence O'Keefe[image: External link]

	Glenn Slater[image: External link]

	David Zippel[image: External link]
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 See also





	Tony Award for Best Original Score
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Outer Critics Circle Award






The Outer Critics Circle Awards are presented annually for theatrical achievements both on Broadway and Off-Broadway. They were begun during the 1949–1950 theatre season. The awards are decided upon by theatre critics who review for out-of-town newspapers, national publications, and other media outlets outside of New York City[image: External link]. Simon Saltzman, a long-time member of the OCC executive committee and theater reviewer, currenty serves as president.

The first awards (for 1949–50) were: The Cocktail Party[image: External link] (Play); The Consul[image: External link] (Musical); Sheila Guyse, Performances in Supporting Roles for Lost in the Stars[image: External link], and Daniel Reed[image: External link], Performances in Supporting Roles for Come Back, Little Sheba[image: External link].

The nominees are announced each April. The presentation of awards is made in May at Sardi's[image: External link] Restaurant in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City, and precede the Tony Awards[image: External link] ceremony.

The nominees for 2010–11 were announced on April 26, 2011 by Tyne Daly[image: External link] and Brian d'Arcy James. Winners were announced on May 16, with the ceremony held on May 26.[1] The nominees for 2011–12 were announced on April 23, 2012 by Lily Rabe[image: External link] and Richard Thomas[image: External link]; the awards were announced on May 14.[2]

The nominees for 2012–13 were announced on April 22, 2013 by Robert Cuccioli[image: External link] and Laila Robins[image: External link]; the awards were announced on May 13.[3] The nominees for 2013–2014 were announced on April 22, 2014 by Cicely Tyson[image: External link] and Vanessa Williams[image: External link].[4] Winners were announced on May 12, 2014.[5] The nominees for 2014–15 were announced on April 20, 2015 by Raúl Esparza[image: External link] and Katie Finneran[image: External link]. The winners were announced on May 11.[6][7]



TOP
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 Categories




Awards are currently given in the following categories:



	Outstanding Broadway Play

	Outstanding Broadway Musical

	Outstanding Off-Broadway Play

	Outstanding Off-Broadway Musical

	Outstanding New Score

	Outstanding Revival of a Play

	Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	Outstanding Actor in a Play

	Outstanding Actress in a Play

	Outstanding Actor in a Musical

	Outstanding Actress in a Musical

	Outstanding Featured Actor in a Play

	Outstanding Featured Actress in a Play

	Outstanding Featured Actor in a Musical

	Outstanding Featured Actress in a Musical

	Outstanding Solo Performance

	Outstanding Direction of a Play

	Outstanding Direction of a Musical

	Outstanding Choreography

	Outstanding Set Design

	Outstanding Costume Design

	Outstanding Lighting Design

	Outstanding Projection Design

	John Gassner Award (presented for an American play, preferably by a new playwright)
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 Winners and nominees
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 2016–2017 season




The nominees included Anastasia[image: External link] – 13; Hello, Dolly![image: External link] — 10; The Band's Visit[image: External link] and Come from Away — 7; Groundhog Day[image: External link] — 5; A Bronx Tale[image: External link] — 4; Falsettos[image: External link], Holiday Inn[image: External link], and Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812[image: External link] — 3; and Miss Saigon[image: External link], Sunset Boulevard[image: External link] — 1.[8]

Multiple winners: Come from Away and Hello, Dolly! – 4; The Band's Visit and Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812 – 2. The Outstanding New Broadway Musical was Come from Away, and the Outstanding New Broadway Play was Oslo; Outstanding Revival of a Play was Jitney and Outstanding Revival of a Musical was Hello, Dolly!. The John Gassner Award winner was Bess Wohl for Small Mouth Sounds.[9]
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 2015–2016 season




The nominees included American Psycho[image: External link] and She Loves Me[image: External link] – 8; Bright Star[image: External link] and On Your Feet![image: External link] – 7; Dear Evan Hansen – 6; Eclipsed, Lazarus, Long Day's Journey Into Night[image: External link] and Spring Awakening – 5; and The Humans[image: External link], A View From the Bridge[image: External link] and Waitress[image: External link] – 4.[10]

Multiple winners: She Loves Me – 4; Long Day’s Journey Into Night – 3. The Outstanding New Broadway Musical was Bright Star, and the Outstanding New Broadway Play was The Humans; Outstanding Revival of a Play was Long Day’s Journey Into Night and Outstanding Revival of a Musical was She Loves Me. The John Gassner Award winner was Marco Ramirez for The Royale.[11]
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 2014–2015 season




The nominees included Something Rotten![image: External link] – 12, On the Twentieth Century[image: External link] – 9, An American in Paris[image: External link] – 8, Wolf Hall[image: External link] – 7, It Shoulda Been You – 6, The Audience[image: External link] – 6, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time[image: External link] – 6, Hamilton – 5, The Elephant Man[image: External link] – 5, The King and I[image: External link] – 5, The Visit[image: External link] – 5, On The Town[image: External link] – 4, You Can't Take It with You – 4, The Heidi Chronicles – 3 and The Last Ship[image: External link] – 3.[6]

Multiple winners: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (5, including Outstanding New Broadway Play), An American in Paris (3, including Outstanding New Broadway Musical), Hamilton (3, including Outstanding Off-Broadway Musical), The King and I (3), The Audience (2), On the 20th Century (2) and You Can't Take It With You (2).[7]

The John Gassner Award winner was The Invisible Hand by Ayad Akhtar[image: External link].
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 2013–2014 season




The nominees included 11 nominations for A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder, 8 nominations for the new musical Aladdin, and 7 nominations for the new musical Fun Home; the dramas Twelfth Night[image: External link] received 5 nominations, Act One[image: External link] 4 nominations, and All the Way[image: External link] 4 nominations.[4] Winners of multiple awards were A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder (including New Musical) with 4; Bullets Over Broadway and The Glass Menagerie with 3 each; and All the Way (including New Play) and Hedwig and the Angry Inch with 2 each. Three plays tied for the John Glassner Award: Eric Dufault, Year of the Rooster; Madeleine George, The (Curious Case of the) Watson Intelligence; and Steven Levenson, The Unavoidable Disappearance of Tom Durnin.[5]
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 2012–2013 season




The nominees included 11 nominations for the revival of the musical Pippin[image: External link], nine nominations for Kinky Boots, eight nominations (each) for Chaplin: The Musical[image: External link] and Cinderella[image: External link] and six nominations (each) for Golden Boy[image: External link] and The Nance[image: External link].[3]

Winners include Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike[image: External link] as Outstanding New Broadway Play, Kinky Boots as Outstanding New Broadway Musical, My Name is Asher Lev as Outstanding New Off-Broadway Play and Here Lies Love as Outstanding New Off-Broadway Musical. Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf[image: External link] was named Outstanding Revival of a Play and Pippin as Outstanding Revival of a Musical. My Name is Asher Lev by Aaron Posner received the John Gassner Award. The Special Achievement Award was presented to the Irish Repertory Theatre[image: External link].[3]
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 2011–2012 season




The nominees included nine nominations for the new musical Nice Work If You Can Get It[image: External link], the most of any production, with the musicals Newsies and Once[image: External link] each receiving seven nominations and the revival of Follies[image: External link] receiving five. The Public Theater[image: External link] received an honorary award "on its 50th anniversary presenting free theatre at the Delacorte Theater in Central Park."[2]

Winners include One Man, Two Guvnors[image: External link] as Outstanding New Broadway Play, Once as Outstanding New Broadway Musical, Sons of the Prophet[image: External link] by Stephen Karam[image: External link] as Outstanding New Off-Broadway Play, and Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link]'s Queen of the Mist as Outstanding New Off-Broadway Musical. The Submission by Jeff Talbot received the John Gassner Award.[12]
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 2010–2011 season




The nominees, announced on April 26, 2011, included nine nominations for the musical Sister Act[image: External link], the most of any show. Anything Goes[image: External link] received eight nominations. The Special Achievement Awards were also announced: Ellen Barkin[image: External link], Outstanding Broadway Debut in The Normal Heart[image: External link]; and Adrian Kohler with Basil Jones for Handspring Puppet Company[image: External link] Puppet Design, Fabrication and Direction for War Horse[image: External link].[1]


	Winners



Source: BroadwayWorld.com[13]



	Outstanding New Broadway Musical – The Book of Mormon (which also won Outstanding New Score)

	Outstanding New Broadway Play – War Horse


	Outstanding New Off-Broadway Play – Other Desert Cities (by Jon Robin Baitz[image: External link])

	Outstanding New Off-Broadway Musical – The Kid[image: External link] (book by Michael Zam, music by Andy Monroe, lyrics by Jack Lechner)

	Outstanding Revival of a Musical – Anything Goes


	Outstanding Revival of a Play – The Normal Heart


	Outstanding Director of a Musical – Casey Nicholaw[image: External link] and Trey Parker for Book of Mormon


	Outstanding Director of a Play – Marianne Elliott[image: External link] and Tom Morris[image: External link] for War Horse


	Outstanding Choreographer – Kathleen Marshall[image: External link] for Anything Goes


	Outstanding Costume Design – Tim Chappel and Lizzy Gardiner for Priscilla


	Outstanding Lighting Design – Paule Constable for War Horse


	Outstanding Set Design – Neil Murray for Brief Encounter


	Outstanding Actress in a Musical – Sutton Foster[image: External link]


	Outstanding Actor in a Musical – Josh Gad[image: External link]


	Outstanding Actor in a Play – Mark Rylance[image: External link]


	Outstanding Actress in a Play – Nina Arianda[image: External link] and Frances McDormand[image: External link] (TIE)


	Outstanding Featured Actor in a Play – Brian Bedford[image: External link]


	Outstanding Featured Actress in a Play – Elizabeth Rodriguez[image: External link]


	Outstanding Featured Actress in a Musical – Laura Benanti[image: External link]


	Outstanding Featured Actor in a Musical – Adam Godley
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 2009–2010 season




Nominees for the 2009–2010 season were announced on April 26, 2010 by siblings Sutton Foster[image: External link] and Hunter Foster[image: External link], with winners announced on May 17. Seven nominations each were received by the musical Memphis and the revival of The Royal Family[image: External link], the most of any production. The Scottsboro Boys[image: External link] was nominated for six awards, including Best Off-Broadway musical. Shows receiving five nominations were The Addams Family[image: External link], Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson, The Orphans' Home Cycle[image: External link], and Promises, Promises[image: External link]. Finian's Rainbow[image: External link], La Cage aux Folles[image: External link], Lend Me A Tenor[image: External link], and Sondheim on Sondheim[image: External link] each received four nominations.[14]

The Outstanding New Broadway Musical award was won by Memphis, which won a total of four awards. Other winners included: Outstanding New Broadway Play for Red[image: External link] and Outstanding New Off-Broadway Play for The Orphans' Home Cycle[image: External link], which won two awards. The Outstanding New Off-Broadway Musical was a tie, won by Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson and The Scottsboro Boys. La Cage aux Folles won four awards: Outstanding Revival of a Musical, Outstanding Actor In A Musical (Douglas Hodge[image: External link]), Director (Terry Johnson), and Costume Design (Matthew Wright). Montego Glover[image: External link] (Memphis) and Catherine Zeta-Jones[image: External link] (A Little Night Music) tied for Outstanding Actress In A Musical.[15]
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 2008–2009 season




Billy Elliot the Musical and Shrek the Musical[image: External link] each received ten nominations, the most of any show. The winners were announced on May 11, 2009, with an awards dinner on May 21 at Sardi's Restaurant.[16]

Billy Elliot the Musical won seven awards, including Outstanding New Broadway Musical, followed by Shrek the Musical with four. The award for Outstanding Actress in a Musical was a tie between Sutton Foster[image: External link] and Josefina Scaglione[image: External link]. Brian d'Arcy James won for Outstanding Actor in a Musical. Outstanding New Broadway Play was won by God of Carnage[image: External link].

The John Gassner Award (presented for an American play, preferably by a new playwright) was won by Gina Gionfriddo[image: External link] for Becky Shaw[image: External link], and the Special Achievement Award was given to the three actors who share the role of Billy Elliot, David Alvarez, Trent Kowalik[image: External link] and Kiril Kulish[image: External link] in Billy Elliot the Musical.[17]
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 All winners and nominees




The complete list of winners and nominees is at the Outer Critics Official Site.[18]
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	Obie Awards

	Tony Awards[image: External link]

	Drama Desk Awards

	Drama League Award

	New York Drama Critics' Circle
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Obie Award






"Obie" redirects here. For other uses, see Obie (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Obie Awards or Off-Broadway Theater Awards are annual awards originally given by The Village Voice[image: External link] newspaper to theatre artists and groups in New York City. In September 2014, the Awards were jointly presented and administered with the American Theatre Wing[image: External link]. As the Tony Awards[image: External link] cover Broadway productions, the Obie Awards cover Off-Broadway and Off-Off-Broadway[image: External link] productions.



TOP
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 Background




The Obie Awards were initiated by Edwin (Ed) Fancher, publisher of The Village Voice, who handled the financing and business side of the project. They were first given in 1956 under the direction of theater critic Jerry Tallmer. Initially, only Off-Broadway productions were eligible; in 1964, Off-Off-Broadway productions were made eligible. The first Obie Awards ceremony was held at Helen Gee[image: External link]'s cafe.[1]
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 Award structure




With the exception of the Lifetime Achievement and Best New American Play awards, there are no fixed categories and the winning actors and actresses are in a single category titled "Performance". There are no announced nominations.[2][3] Awards in the past have included performance[image: External link], direction[image: External link], best production, design[image: External link], special citations, and sustained achievement. Not every category is awarded every year. The Village Voice also awards annual Obie grants to selected companies; in 2011, these grants were $2,000 each to Metropolitan Playhouse[image: External link] and Wakka Wakka Productions[image: External link].[4] There is also a Ross Wetzsteon Grant, named after its former theater editor, in the amount of $2,000 (in 2009; in 2011 the grant was $1,000), for a theatre that nurtures innovative new plays.[5]

The first awards in 1955-1956 for plays and musicals were given to Absalom (Lionel Abel) as Best New Play, Uncle Vanya[image: External link], Best All-Around Production and The Threepenny Opera[image: External link] as Best Musical.[6]

Other awards for Off-Broadway theatre are the Lucille Lortel Awards, the Drama Desk Awards, the Drama League Award, and the Outer Critics Circle Awards[image: External link].

As of September 2014, the Obie Awards are jointly presented by the American Theatre Wing and the Village Voice, with the Wing having "overall responsibility for running" the Awards.[7]
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 Award categories





	Obie Award for Distinguished Performance by an Actress[image: External link]

	Obie Award for Distinguished Performance by an Actor

	Obie Award for Distinguished Performance by an Ensemble

	Obie Award for SUSTAINED ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

	Obie Award for BEST NEW AMERICAN THEATRE WORK

	Obie Award for PLAYWRITING

	Obie Award for DESIGN

	Obie Award for SPECIAL CITATIONS

	OBIE GRANTS

	THE ROSS WETZSTEON AWARD
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 Ceremony




The ceremony for the 2010–11 season was held on May 16, 2011 at Webster Hall (New York City), hosted by S. Epatha Merkerson[image: External link] and David Hyde Pierce[image: External link].[4] The ceremony for 2011–12 was held on May 21, 2012 at Webster Hall.[8] The ceremony for the 2012–2013 season was held at Webster Hall on May 20, 2013, with hosts Jessica Hecht[image: External link] and Jeremy Shamos[image: External link].[9] The ceremony for the 2013–2014 season was held at Webster Hall on May 19, 2014, with hosts Tamara Tunie[image: External link] and Hamish Linklater[image: External link].[10] The ceremony for the 2014–2015 season was held at Webster Hall on May 18, 2015.[11] The ceremony for the 2015–2016 season was held on May 23, 2016 at Webster Hall, hosted by Lea DeLaria[image: External link].[12]
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Pulitzer Prize for Drama






The Pulitzer Prize for Drama is one of the seven American Pulitzer Prizes[image: External link] that are annually awarded for Letters, Drama, and Music. It is one of the original Pulitzers, for the program was inaugurated in 1917 with seven prizes, four of which were awarded that year.[1] (No Drama prize was given, however, so that one was inaugurated 1918 in a sense.)[2] It recognizes a theatrical work staged in the U.S. during the preceding calendar year.

Through 2006 the Drama Prize was unlike the majority of the other Pulitzer Prizes: during these years, the eligibility period for the drama prize ran from March 2 to March 1, to reflect the Broadway 'season' rather than the calendar year. The decision was made, however, that the 2007 Prize would consider works staged during an eligibility period of January 1 to December 31, 2006—thus bringing the schedule for the Drama Prize in line with those of the other prizes.

The drama jury, which consists of one academic and four critics, attends plays in New York and in regional theaters. The Pulitzer board has the authority to overrule the jury's choice, however, as happened in 1986[image: External link] when the jury chose the CIVIL warS[image: External link] to receive the prize, but due to the board's opposition no award was given.

In 1955 Joseph Pulitzer, Jr.[image: External link] pressured the prize jury into presenting the Prize to Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, which the jury considered the weakest of the five shortlisted nominees ("amateurishly constructed... from the stylistic points of view annoyingly pretentious"), instead of Clifford Odets[image: External link]' The Flowering Peach (their preferred choice) or The Bad Seed[image: External link], their second choice.[3] Edward Albee[image: External link]'s Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link] was selected for the 1963 Pulitzer Prize for Drama by that award's committee. However, the committee's selection was overruled by the award's advisory board, the trustees of Columbia University[image: External link], because of the play's then-controversial use of profanity and sexual themes. Had Albee been awarded, he would be tied with Eugene O'Neill[image: External link] for the most Pulitzer Prizes for Drama (four).



TOP
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 Awards and nominations




In its first 98 years to 2013, the Drama Pulitzer was awarded 82 times; none were given in 15 years and it was never split. Many of the prizes were won by multiple people for their collaboration, as many as five in 1976.[2]

* Star marks winners of the annual Tony Award for Best Play[image: External link] or Best Musical.
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 1910s





	1917: no award[1]


	1918: Why Marry? – Jesse Lynch Williams[image: External link]


	1919: no award







	

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1920s





	1920: Beyond the Horizon – Eugene O'Neill[image: External link]


	1921: Miss Lulu Bett – Zona Gale[image: External link]


	1922: Anna Christie – Eugene O'Neill[image: External link]


	1923: Icebound – Owen Davis[image: External link]


	1924: Hell-Bent Fer Heaven – Hatcher Hughes[image: External link]


	1925: They Knew What They Wanted – Sidney Howard[image: External link]


	1926: Craig's Wife – George Kelly[image: External link]


	1927: In Abraham's Bosom – Paul Green[image: External link]


	1928: Strange Interlude – Eugene O'Neill[image: External link]


	1929: Street Scene – Elmer Rice[image: External link]
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 1930s





	1930: The Green Pastures – Marc Connelly[image: External link]


	1931: Alison's House – Susan Glaspell[image: External link]


	1932: Of Thee I Sing – George S. Kaufman[image: External link], Morrie Ryskind[image: External link], Ira Gershwin[image: External link],

	1933: Both Your Houses – Maxwell Anderson[image: External link]


	1934: Men in White – Sidney Kingsley[image: External link]


	1935: The Old Maid – Zoë Akins[image: External link]


	1936: Idiot's Delight – Robert E. Sherwood[image: External link]


	1937: You Can't Take It with You – Moss Hart[image: External link], George S. Kaufman[image: External link]


	1938: Our Town – Thornton Wilder[image: External link]


	1939: Abe Lincoln in Illinois – Robert E. Sherwood[image: External link]
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 1940s





	1940: The Time of Your Life – William Saroyan[image: External link]


	1941: There Shall Be No Night – Robert E. Sherwood[image: External link]


	1942: no award


	1943: The Skin of Our Teeth – Thornton Wilder[image: External link]


	1944: no award


	1945: Harvey – Mary Coyle Chase[image: External link]


	1946: State of the Union – Russel Crouse[image: External link], Howard Lindsay[image: External link]


	1947: no award


	1948: A Streetcar Named Desire – Tennessee Williams[image: External link]


	1949: Death of a Salesman * – Arthur Miller[image: External link]
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 1950s





	1950: South Pacific * – Richard Rodgers[image: External link], Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link], Joshua Logan[image: External link]


	1951: no award


	1952: The Shrike – Joseph Kramm[image: External link]


	1953: Picnic – William Inge[image: External link]


	1954: The Teahouse of the August Moon * – John Patrick[image: External link]


	1955: Cat on a Hot Tin Roof – Tennessee Williams[image: External link]


	1956: The Diary of Anne Frank * – Albert Hackett[image: External link] and Frances Goodrich[image: External link]


	1957: Long Day's Journey into Night * – Eugene O'Neill[image: External link]


	1958: Look Homeward, Angel – Ketti Frings[image: External link]


	1959: J.B. * – Archibald MacLeish[image: External link]
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 1960s





	1960: Fiorello! * – Jerome Weidman[image: External link], George Abbott[image: External link], Jerry Bock[image: External link], and Sheldon Harnick[image: External link]


	1961: All the Way Home – Tad Mosel[image: External link]


	1962: How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying * – Frank Loesser[image: External link] and Abe Burrows[image: External link]


	1963: no award[4]


	1964: no award


	1965: The Subject Was Roses * – Frank D. Gilroy[image: External link]


	1966: no award


	1967: A Delicate Balance – Edward Albee[image: External link]


	1968: no award


	1969: The Great White Hope * – Howard Sackler[image: External link]
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 1970s





	1970: No Place to be Somebody – Charles Gordone[image: External link]


	1971: The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds – Paul Zindel[image: External link]


	1972: no award


	1973: That Championship Season * – Jason Miller[image: External link]


	1974: no award


	1975: Seascape – Edward Albee[image: External link]


	1976: A Chorus Line * – Michael Bennett[image: External link], Nicholas Dante[image: External link] and James Kirkwood, Jr.[image: External link], Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link] and Edward Kleban[image: External link]


	1977: The Shadow Box * – Michael Cristofer[image: External link]


	1978: The Gin Game – Donald L. Coburn[image: External link]


	1979: Buried Child – Sam Shepard[image: External link]
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 1980s







	

	1980: Talley's Folly – Lanford Wilson[image: External link]


	1981: Crimes of the Heart – Beth Henley[image: External link]


	1982: A Soldier's Play – Charles Fuller[image: External link]


	1983: 'night, Mother – Marsha Norman[image: External link]

	
True West[image: External link] – Sam Shepard[image: External link]






	1984: Glengarry Glen Ross – David Mamet[image: External link]

	
Fool for Love[image: External link] – Sam Shepard[image: External link]


	
Painting Churches[image: External link] – Tina Howe[image: External link]






	1985: Sunday in the Park with George – James Lapine[image: External link] and Stephen Sondheim

	
The Dining Room[image: External link] – A. R. Gurney[image: External link]


	
The Gospel at Colonus[image: External link] – Lee Breuer[image: External link], Bob Telson[image: External link]









	

	1986: no award


	1987: Fences * – August Wilson[image: External link]

	
Broadway Bound[image: External link] – Neil Simon[image: External link]


	
A Walk in the Woods[image: External link] – Lee Blessing[image: External link]






	1988: Driving Miss Daisy – Alfred Uhry[image: External link]

	
Boy's Life – Howard Korder[image: External link]


	
Talk Radio[image: External link] – Eric Bogosian[image: External link]






	1989: The Heidi Chronicles * – Wendy Wasserstein[image: External link]

	
Joe Turner's Come and Gone[image: External link] – August Wilson[image: External link]


	
M. Butterfly[image: External link]* – David Henry Hwang[image: External link]
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 1990s







	

	1990: The Piano Lesson – August Wilson[image: External link]

	
And What of the Night? – María Irene Fornés[image: External link]


	
Love Letters[image: External link] – A. R. Gurney[image: External link]






	1991: Lost in Yonkers * – Neil Simon[image: External link]

	
Prelude to a Kiss[image: External link] – Craig Lucas[image: External link]


	
Six Degrees of Separation[image: External link] – John Guare[image: External link]






	1992: The Kentucky Cycle – Robert Schenkkan[image: External link]

	
Conversations with My Father[image: External link] – Herb Gardner[image: External link]


	
Miss Evers' Boys[image: External link] – David Feldshuh[image: External link]


	
Two Trains Running[image: External link] – August Wilson[image: External link]


	
Sight Unseen[image: External link] – Donald Margulies[image: External link]






	1993: Angels in America: Millennium Approaches * – Tony Kushner[image: External link]

	
The Destiny of Me[image: External link] – Larry Kramer[image: External link]


	
Fires in the Mirror[image: External link] – Anna Deavere Smith[image: External link]






	1994: Three Tall Women – Edward Albee[image: External link]

	
Keely and Du – Jane Martin[image: External link]


	
A Perfect Ganesh[image: External link] – Terrence McNally[image: External link]









	

	1995: The Young Man From Atlanta[image: External link] – Horton Foote[image: External link]

	
The Cryptogram[image: External link] – David Mamet[image: External link]


	
Seven Guitars[image: External link] – August Wilson[image: External link]






	1996: Rent * – Jonathan Larson[image: External link]

	
A Fair Country[image: External link] – Jon Robin Baitz[image: External link]


	
Old Wicked Songs[image: External link] – Jon Marans





	1997: no award

	
Collected Stories[image: External link] – Donald Margulies[image: External link]


	
The Last Night of Ballyhoo[image: External link] – Alfred Uhry[image: External link]


	
Pride's Crossing[image: External link] – Tina Howe[image: External link]






	1998: How I Learned to Drive – Paula Vogel[image: External link]

	
Freedomland – Amy Freed[image: External link]


	
Three Days of Rain[image: External link] – Richard Greenberg[image: External link]






	1999: Wit – Margaret Edson[image: External link]

	
Running Man – Cornelius Eady[image: External link] and Diedre Murray[image: External link]


	
Side Man[image: External link] * – Warren Leight[image: External link]
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 2000s







	

	2000: Dinner with Friends – Donald Margulies[image: External link]

	
In the Blood[image: External link] – Suzan-Lori Parks[image: External link]


	
King Hedley II[image: External link] – August Wilson[image: External link]






	2001: Proof * – David Auburn[image: External link]

	
The Play About the Baby[image: External link] – Edward Albee[image: External link]


	
The Waverly Gallery[image: External link] – Kenneth Lonergan[image: External link]






	2002: Topdog/Underdog[image: External link] – Suzan-Lori Parks[image: External link]

	
The Glory of Living[image: External link] – Rebecca Gilman[image: External link]


	
Yellowman[image: External link] – Dael Orlandersmith[image: External link]






	2003: Anna in the Tropics – Nilo Cruz[image: External link]

	
The Goat or Who Is Sylvia?[image: External link] * – Edward Albee[image: External link]


	
Take Me Out[image: External link] * – Richard Greenberg[image: External link]






	2004: I Am My Own Wife * – Doug Wright[image: External link]

	
Man from Nebraska[image: External link] – Tracy Letts[image: External link]


	
Omnium Gatherum[image: External link] – Theresa Rebeck[image: External link] and Alexandra Gersten-Vassilaros[image: External link]









	

	2005 Doubt: A Parable * – John Patrick Shanley[image: External link]

	
The Clean House[image: External link] – Sarah Ruhl[image: External link]


	
Thom Pain (based on nothing)[image: External link] – Will Eno[image: External link]






	2006: no award

	
Miss Witherspoon[image: External link] – Christopher Durang[image: External link]


	
The Intelligent Design of Jenny Chow[image: External link] – Rolin Jones[image: External link]


	
Red Light Winter – Adam Rapp[image: External link]






	2007: Rabbit Hole – David Lindsay-Abaire[image: External link]

	
Bulrusher – Eisa Davis[image: External link]


	
Orpheus X – Rinde Eckert

	
Elliot, a Soldier's Fugue – Quiara Alegría Hudes[image: External link]






	2008 August: Osage County *– Tracy Letts[image: External link]

	
Dying City – Christopher Shinn[image: External link]


	
Yellow Face[image: External link] – David Henry Hwang[image: External link]






	2009 Ruined[image: External link] – Lynn Nottage[image: External link]

	
Becky Shaw[image: External link] – Gina Gionfriddo[image: External link]


	
In the Heights * – Lin-Manuel Miranda and Quiara Alegría Hudes[image: External link]
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 2010s







	

	2010: Next to Normal – Tom Kitt and Brian Yorkey

	
Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo[image: External link] – Rajiv Joseph[image: External link]


	
The Elaborate Entrance of Chad Deity[image: External link] – Kristoffer Diaz[image: External link]


	
In the Next Room (or The Vibrator Play)[image: External link] – Sarah Ruhl[image: External link]






	2011: Clybourne Park * – Bruce Norris[image: External link]

	
Detroit[image: External link] – Lisa D'Amour[image: External link]


	
A Free Man of Color[image: External link] – John Guare[image: External link]






	2012: Water by the Spoonful – Quiara Alegría Hudes[image: External link]

	
Other Desert Cities[image: External link] – Jon Robin Baitz[image: External link]


	
Sons of the Prophet[image: External link] – Stephen Karam[image: External link]






	2013: Disgraced – Ayad Akhtar[image: External link]

	
Rapture, Blister, Burn – Gina Gionfriddo[image: External link]


	
4000 Miles[image: External link] – Amy Herzog[image: External link]






	2014: The Flick – Annie Baker[image: External link]

	
The (Curious Case of the) Watson Intelligence – Madeleine George[image: External link]


	
Fun Home * – Jeanine Tesori and Lisa Kron









	

	2015: Between Riverside and Crazy – Stephen Adly Guirgis[image: External link]

	
Marjorie Prime – Jordan Harrison[image: External link]


	
Father Comes Home From the Wars (Parts 1, 2, 3) – Suzan-Lori Parks[image: External link]






	2016: Hamilton * – Lin-Manuel Miranda

	
The Humans[image: External link] * – Stephen Karam[image: External link]


	
Gloria – Branden Jacobs-Jenkins[image: External link]






	2017: Sweat – Lynn Nottage[image: External link]

	
A 24-Decade History of Popular Music – Taylor Mac[image: External link]


	
The Wolves – Sarah DeLappe
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 Musicals




Nine musicals have won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, roughly one per decade from the 1930s to the 2010s¹. They are: George[image: External link] and Ira Gershwin[image: External link]'s Of Thee I Sing (1932), Rodgers and Hammerstein's South Pacific (1950), Bock[image: External link] & Harnick[image: External link]'s Fiorello! (1960), Frank Loesser[image: External link]'s How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying (1962), Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link], Ed Kleban[image: External link], James Kirkwood[image: External link], and Nicholas Dante[image: External link]'s A Chorus Line (1976), Stephen Sondheim's and James Lapine[image: External link]'s Sunday in the Park with George (1985), Jonathan Larson[image: External link]'s Rent (1996), Brian Yorkey and Tom Kitt's Next to Normal (2010), and Lin-Manuel Miranda's Hamilton (2016).

Of Thee I Sing, Sunday in the Park with George, and Next to Normal are the only musicals that won the Pulitzer Prize and did not win the Tony Award for Best Musical. However, Of Thee I Sing opened when the Tony Awards[image: External link] did not exist, and Next to Normal won the Tony Award for Best Original Score and the Tony Award for Best Orchestrations.[5]

The award goes to the playwright, although production of the play is also taken into account. In the case of a musical being awarded the prize, the composer, lyricist and book writer are generally the recipients. An exception to this was the first Pulitzer ever awarded to a musical: when Of Thee I Sing won in 1932, book authors George S. Kaufman and Morrie Ryskind, as well as lyricist Ira Gershwin, were cited as the winners, while composer George Gershwin's contribution was overlooked by the committee. The reason given was that the Pulitzer Prize for Drama is a dramatic award, and not a musical one. However, by 1950 the Pulitzer committee included composer Richard Rodgers as a recipient when South Pacific won the award, in recognition of music as an integral and important part of the theatrical experience.[6]

Additionally, since 1983, when the identity of finalists was first disclosed, three musicals have been finalists for the Pulitzer Prize for Drama. They are: Lee Breuer[image: External link] and Bob Telson[image: External link]'s The Gospel at Colonus[image: External link] (1985); Lin-Manuel Miranda and Quiara Alegría Hudes[image: External link]' In the Heights (2009); and Jeanine Tesori and Lisa Kron's Fun Home (2014).[2] The latter two shows, however, each won the Tony Award for Best Musical.

¹All listed dates are Prize years. Generally, the musical in question opened in New York during either the preceding calendar year or the preceding Broadway season.
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 Repeat winners




Eugene O'Neill[image: External link] won the Pulitzer for Drama four times, three in the 1920s. Several people have won two or three.


	Eugene O'Neill, 1920, 1922, 1928, and 1957

	
Robert E. Sherwood[image: External link], 1936, 1939, and 1941

	
Edward Albee[image: External link], 1967, 1975 and 1994

	
George S. Kaufman[image: External link], 1932 and 1937, both shared with collaborators

	
Thornton Wilder[image: External link], 1938 and 1943

	
Tennessee Williams[image: External link], 1948 and 1955

	
August Wilson[image: External link], 1987 and 1990

	
Lynn Nottage[image: External link], 2009 and 2017



The most recipients of the prize in one Prize year was in 1976, when five people—Michael Bennett[image: External link], James Kirkwood, Jr.[image: External link], Nicholas Dante[image: External link], Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link], and Edward Kleban[image: External link]—shared the prize for the musical A Chorus Line.[2]

Lynn Nottage is the only female playwright to win the prize twice. She and August Wilson are the only playwrights of color to accomplish this feat.
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Drama League Award






The Drama League Awards, created in 1935, honor distinguished productions and performances both on Broadway and Off-Broadway, in addition to recognizing exemplary career achievements in theatre, musical theatre, and directing. Each May, the awards are presented by the Drama League of New York[image: External link] at the Annual Awards Luncheon with performers, directors, producers, and Drama League members in attendance. Katharine Cornell[image: External link] was the recipient of the first award in 1935, for Distinguished Performance.
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 The ceremony




The awards ceremony for the 2010–11 season was held on May 20, 2011 at the Marriott Marquis Hotel (New York City).[1]

The awards ceremony for 2011–2012 was held on May 18, 2012 at the Marriott Marquis Hotel, with Stockard Channing and John Larroquette as hosts.[2]

The awards ceremony for the 2012–2013 season was held on May 17, 2013 at the Marriott Marquis Hotel, with Debra Messing[image: External link] and David Hyde Pierce[image: External link] hosting.[3]

The awards ceremony for the 2013–2014 season was held on May 16, 2014 at the Marriott Marquis Hotel, with host Jesse Tyler Ferguson[image: External link].[4]

The nominees for the 2014–2015 season were announced on April 21, 2015 by Cherry Jones[image: External link] and Denis O'Hare[image: External link]. The awards ceremony was held on May 15, 2015.[5]

The nominees for the 2015–2016 season were announced on April 20, 2016 by Aladdin[image: External link] stars Adam Jacobs, Courtney Reed, and James Monroe Iglehart. The awards ceremony was held on May 20, 2016 and hosted by Megan Hilty[image: External link] and Zachary Levi[image: External link].

The nominees for the 2016–2017 season were announced on April 19, 2017 by Patina Miller[image: External link] and Bebe Neuwirth[image: External link]. The awards ceremony was on May 19, 2017 and hosted by Audra McDonald[image: External link] and Will Swenson[image: External link].[6]

The current award statues are designed and made by New York firm, Society Awards[image: External link].
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 Categories of awards





	Outstanding Production of a Play

	Outstanding Production of a Musical

	Outstanding Revival of a Play

	Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	Distinguished Performance



Additionally, an honorary award may be given in the following categories:


	Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	Unique Contribution to the Theatre

	The Founders Award for Excellence in Directing
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 List of winners





	Winners 2016–2017



Source: Playbill.com[6]


	
Ben Platt[image: External link] for Dear Evan Hansen – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Dear Evan Hansen – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Oslo[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Hello, Dolly![image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
Jitney[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Bette Midler[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre Award

	Bill Berloni – Unique Contribution to the Theatre

	
Michael Greif[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing




	Winners 2015–2016



Source: Playbill.com[7]


	
Lin-Manuel Miranda for Hamilton – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Hamilton – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
The Humans[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
The Color Purple[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
A View from the Bridge[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Sheldon Harnick[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre Award

	
Deaf West Theatre[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre

	
Ivo van Hove[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing




	Winners 2014–2015



Source: Playbill.com[5]


	
Chita Rivera[image: External link] for The Visit[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
An American in Paris[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
The King and I[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
You Can't Take It with You – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Joel Grey[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theater Award

	Neal Shapiro and David Horn – Unique Contribution to the Theater Award

	
Stephen Daldry[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing




	Winners 2013–2014



Source: Playbill.com[4]


	
Neil Patrick Harris[image: External link] for Hedwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
All the Way[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Hedwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
The Glass Menagerie[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Barbara Cook[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre Award

	Key Brand Entertainment/Broadway Across America: John Gore – Unique Contribution to the Theatre Award

	
John Tiffany[image: External link] – The Founders Award for Excellence in Directing




	Winners 2012–2013



Source: Playbill.com[3]


	
Nathan Lane[image: External link] for The Nance[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Kinky Boots – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Pippin[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
Bernadette Peters[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre Award (presented by Joel Grey[image: External link])

	Madison Square Garden Entertainment & the Rockettes – Unique Contribution to the Theatre Award (Presented by Tommy Tune[image: External link])

	
Jerry Mitchell[image: External link] – The Founders Award for Excellence in Directing (Presented by Cyndi Lauper)




	Winners 2011–2012



Source: Playbill.com[2]


	
Audra McDonald[image: External link] for Porgy and Bess[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Other Desert Cities[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Death of a Salesman – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Once – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Follies[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
Alan Menken – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre Award

	
Rosie O'Donnell[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre Award

	
Diane Paulus[image: External link] – The Founders Award for Excellence in Directing (formerly the Julia Hansen Award)




	Winners 2010–2011



Source: Playbill.com[1]


	
Mark Rylance[image: External link] for Jerusalem[image: External link] and La Bête[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
War Horse[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
The Book of Mormon – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
The Normal Heart[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Anything Goes[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
Whoopi Goldberg[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre Award

	
Liza Minnelli[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre Award

	
Susan Stroman[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing.




	Winners 2009–2010



Source: Playbill.com[8]


	
Alfred Molina[image: External link] for Red[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Sondheim on Sondheim[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Red[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
La Cage aux Folles[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
A View from the Bridge[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Nathan Lane[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre Award

	
Kenny Leon[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing

	
Macy's Parade[image: External link] and Entertainment Group – Unique Contribution to the Theatre




	Winners 2008–2009



Source:Playbill.com[9]


	
Geoffrey Rush[image: External link] for Exit the King[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
God of Carnage[image: External link], by Yasmina Reza[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Billy Elliot The Musical[image: External link], Music by Elton John; Book and Lyrics by Lee Hall – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Blithe Spirit[image: External link], by Noël Coward – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Hair[image: External link], Music by Galt MacDermot[image: External link]; Book, Lyrics by Gerome Ragni[image: External link], James Rado[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
Elton John[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre Award

	
Arthur Laurents[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing

	
Angela Lansbury[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre

	Herb Blodgett – The 75th Anniversary Leadership Award




	Winners 2007–2008



Source:Variety[10]


	
Patti LuPone[image: External link] for Gypsy[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
August: Osage County by Tracy Letts – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
A Catered Affair[image: External link], Book by Harvey Fierstein; Music and Lyrics by John Bucchino – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Macbeth[image: External link] by William Shakespeare – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
South Pacific, Book by Joshua Logan and Oscar Hammerstein II, Music by Richard Rodgers; Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
Paul Gemignani[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre Award

	
Bartlett Sher[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing

	
Ellen Stewart[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre




	Winners 2006–2007




	
Liev Schreiber[image: External link] for Glengarry Glen Ross – Distinguished Performance Award

	
The Coast of Utopia[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Spring Awakening – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Journey's End[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Company[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
John Kander[image: External link] and Fred Ebb[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	
Michael Mayer[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing

	
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights Aids[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre




	Winners 2005–2006




	
Christine Ebersole[image: External link] for Grey Gardens[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
The History Boys[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Jersey Boys – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Awake and Sing![image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Sweeney Todd[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
Patti LuPone[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	
Marian Seldes[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre

	
Des McAnuff[image: External link]- Founders Award for Excellence in Directing




	Winners 2004–2005




	
Norbert Leo Butz[image: External link] for Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Doubt[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Twelve Angry Men[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
La Cage aux Folles[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	BMI Musical Theatre Workshop – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	The Billy Rose Theatre Collection at the New York Public Library[image: External link] at Lincoln Center – Unique Contribution to the Theatre

	
Mike Nichols[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing




	Winners 2003–2004




	
Hugh Jackman[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
I Am My Own Wife – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Wicked[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Henry IV[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival of a Play

	
Assassins – Outstanding Revival of a Musical

	
Donna Murphy[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	
City Center Encores[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre

	
George C. Wolfe[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing




	Winners 2002–2003




	
Harvey Fierstein[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Take Me Out[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Hairspray – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
A Day in the Death of Joe Egg[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival

	
Twyla Tharp[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	
Roundabout Theatre Company[image: External link]: Todd Haimes – Unique Contribution to the Theatre

	
Joe Mantello[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing




	Winners 2001–2002




	
Metamorphoses[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Urinetown – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
The Crucible[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival

	
Liam Neeson[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Elaine Stritch[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	
Julia Hansen[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre

	
Sir Richard Eyre[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing




	Winners 2000–2001




	
Proof – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
The Producers – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival

	
Mary-Louise Parker[image: External link] and Gary Sinise[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Susan Stroman[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	
Steppenwolf Theatre Company[image: External link]: Terry Kinney, Jeff Perry, Gary Sinise[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre

	
Jack O'Brien[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing




	Winners 1999–2000




	
Copenhagen[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Contact – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival

	
Eileen Heckart[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Audra McDonald[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	
Actors Theatre of Louisville[image: External link]: Jon Jory – Unique Contribution to the Theatre

	
Daniel Sullivan[image: External link] – Founders Award for Excellence in Directing




	Winners 1998–1999




	
Wit – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Fosse[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Death of a Salesman – Outstanding Revival

	
Kathleen Chalfant[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Ann Reinking[image: External link] and Gwen Verdon[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	Sir David Hare – Unique Contribution to the Theatre




	Winners 1997–1998




	
The Beauty Queen of Leenane[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Ragtime – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Cabaret[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival

	
Brian Stokes Mitchell[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Julie Taymor[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	The Brooklyn Academy of Music: Harvey Lichtenstein – Unique Contribution to the Theatre




	Winners 1996–1997




	
The Last Night of Ballyhoo[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
The Life – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
Chicago[image: External link] – Outstanding Revival

	
Charles Durning[image: External link] and Bebe Neuwirth[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
Gerard Alessandrini – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	
Jason Robards[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre




	Winners 1995–1996




	
Seven Guitars[image: External link] – Outstanding Production of a Play

	
Rent – Outstanding Production of a Musical

	
A Delicate Balance – Outstanding Revival

	
Uta Hagen[image: External link] – Distinguished Performance Award

	
George C. Wolfe[image: External link] – Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre

	The 42nd Street Development Project, The New 42nd Street, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link], Livent[image: External link] – Unique Contribution to the Theatre




	Winners history



List of winners, 1935 through 2014.[11]
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Broadway.com Audience Awards





The Broadway.com Audience Choice Awards are community chosen awards honouring the year's Broadway and off-Broadway productions.
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 Past recipients
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 2000





	Favorite New Broadway Musical: The Wild Party[image: External link]


	Favorite New Broadway Play: True West[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Musical Revival: The Music Man[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Play Revival: The Real Thing[image: External link]


	Favorite New off-Broadway Musical: The Bomb-itty of Errors[image: External link]


	Favorite New off-Broadway Play: The Tale of the Allergist's Wife[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical: Brian Stokes Mitchell[image: External link], Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Musical: Marin Mazzie[image: External link], Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Musical: Tony Vincent[image: External link], Jesus Christ Superstar[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Musical: Eartha Kitt[image: External link], The Wild Party[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Play: Stephen Dillane[image: External link], The Real Thing[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Play: Olympia Dukakis[image: External link], Rose[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play: Roy Dotrice[image: External link], A Moon for the Misbegotten[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Play: Ruth Williamson, Epic Proportions[image: External link]


	Favorite Solo Performance: Barry Humphries[image: External link], Dame Edna: The Royal Tour


	Favorite Ensemble Cast: The Wild Party[image: External link]


	Favorite Diva Performance: Heather Headley[image: External link], Aida[image: External link]


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Craig Bierko[image: External link], The Music Man[image: External link]


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Toni Collette[image: External link], The Wild Party[image: External link]


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Matt McGrath[image: External link], Hedwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link]


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Sandy Duncan[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link]
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 2001





	Favorite New Broadway Musical: The Producers


	Favorite New Broadway Play: Proof


	Favorite Broadway Musical Revival: Follies[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Play Revival: One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link]


	Favorite New off-Broadway Musical: Bat Boy[image: External link]


	Favorite New off-Broadway Play: Boy Gets Girl


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical: Nathan Lane[image: External link], The Producers


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Musical: Marla Schaffel[image: External link], Jane Eyre[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Musical: André De Shields[image: External link], The Full Monty[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Musical: Janine La Manna, Seussical[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Play: Gary Sinise[image: External link], One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Play: Mary-Louise Parker[image: External link], Proof


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play: Michael Hayden[image: External link], Judgment at Nuremberg[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Play: Shirl Berhneim, The Tale of the Allergist's Wife[image: External link]


	Favorite Solo Performance: Lily Tomlin[image: External link], The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in the Universe[image: External link]


	Favorite Ensemble Cast: A Class Act[image: External link]


	Favorite Diva Performance: Gary Beach[image: External link], The Producers


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Devin May, Bat Boy[image: External link]


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Kaitlin Hopkins[image: External link], Bat Boy[image: External link]


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Sebastian Bach[image: External link], Jekyll & Hyde[image: External link]


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Reba McEntire[image: External link], Annie Get Your Gun[image: External link]


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Matthew Broderick[image: External link] & Nathan Lane[image: External link], The Producers
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 2002





	Favorite New Broadway Musical: Urinetown


	Favorite New Broadway Play: Metamorphoses[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Musical Revival: Into the Woods


	Favorite Broadway Play Revival: Noises Off[image: External link]


	Favorite New off-Broadway Musical: tick, tick, BOOM![image: External link]


	Favorite New off-Broadway Play: The Shape of Things[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical: Patrick Wilson[image: External link], Oklahoma![image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Musical: Sutton Foster[image: External link], Thoroughly Modern Millie


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Musical: Jeff McCarthy[image: External link], Urinetown


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Musical: Harriet Harris[image: External link], Thoroughly Modern Millie


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Play: Alan Rickman[image: External link], Private Lives[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Play: Mercedes Ruehl[image: External link], The Goat, or Who Is Sylvia?[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play: Frank Langella[image: External link], Fortune's Fool[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Play: Katie Finneran[image: External link], Noises Off[image: External link]


	Favorite Solo Performance: Elaine Stritch[image: External link], Elaine Stritch at Liberty[image: External link]


	Favorite Ensemble Cast: Urinetown


	Favorite Diva Performance: Elaine Stritch[image: External link], Elaine Stritch at Liberty[image: External link]


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Raúl Esparza[image: External link], Tick, Tick... Boom![image: External link]


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Sutton Foster[image: External link], Thoroughly Modern Millie


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Raúl Esparza[image: External link], Cabaret[image: External link]


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Carolee Carmello[image: External link], Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link]


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Gavin Creel[image: External link] & Sutton Foster[image: External link], Thoroughly Modern Millie


	Favorite Long-Running Broadway Show: Les Misérables


	Favorite Long-Running off-Broadway Show: Forbidden Broadway


	Favorite Special Event: Dreamgirls[image: External link]
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 2003





	Favorite New Broadway Musical: Hairspray


	Favorite New Broadway Play: Take Me Out[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Musical Revival: Gypsy[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Play Revival: Long Day's Journey into Night


	Favorite New off-Broadway Musical: Zanna, Don't![image: External link]


	Favorite New off-Broadway Play: Fucking A[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical: Harvey Fierstein[image: External link], Hairspray


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Musical: Marissa Jaret Winokur[image: External link], Hairspray


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Musical: Dick Latessa[image: External link], Hairspray


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Musical: Jane Krakowski[image: External link], Nine


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Play: Eddie Izzard[image: External link], A Day in the Death of Joe Egg[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Play: Vanessa Redgrave[image: External link], Long Day's Journey into Night


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play: Denis O'Hare[image: External link], Take Me Out[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Play: Michele Pawk[image: External link], Hollywood Arms[image: External link]


	Favorite Solo Performance: Kate Mulgrew[image: External link], Tea at Five[image: External link]


	Favorite Ensemble Cast: La Bohème[image: External link]


	Favorite Diva Performance: Harvey Fierstein[image: External link], Hairspray


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Antonio Banderas[image: External link], Nine


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Marissa Jaret Winokur[image: External link], Hairspray


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Kevin Richardson[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link]


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Sally Field[image: External link], The Goat, or Who Is Sylvia?[image: External link]


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Harvey Fierstein[image: External link] & Dick Latessa[image: External link], Hairspray


	Favorite Long-Running Broadway Show: Chicago[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running off-Broadway Show: Forbidden Broadway


	Favorite Special Event: Broadway on Broadway[image: External link]
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 2004





	Favorite New Broadway Musical: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite New Broadway Play: I Am My Own Wife


	Favorite Broadway Musical Revival: Assassins


	Favorite Broadway Play Revival: A Raisin in the Sun[image: External link]


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Musical: Bare[image: External link]


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Play: Bug[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical: Hugh Jackman[image: External link], The Boy from Oz[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Musical: Idina Menzel[image: External link], Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Musical: Douglas Sills[image: External link], Little Shop of Horrors


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Musical: Ann Harada[image: External link], Avenue Q


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Play: Kevin Kline[image: External link], Henry IV[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Play: Phylicia Rashad[image: External link], A Raisin in the Sun[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play: Ethan Hawke[image: External link], Henry IV[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Play: Audra McDonald[image: External link], A Raisin in the Sun[image: External link]


	Favorite Solo Performance: Jefferson Mays[image: External link], I Am My Own Wife


	Favorite Ensemble Cast: Avenue Q


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): John Tartaglia[image: External link], Avenue Q


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Stephanie D'Abruzzo[image: External link], Avenue Q


	Favorite Diva Performance: Idina Menzel[image: External link], Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Adam Pascal[image: External link], Cabaret[image: External link]


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Melanie Brown[image: External link], Rent


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link] & Idina Menzel[image: External link], Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running Broadway Show: Rent


	Favorite Long-Running Off-Broadway Show: Forbidden Broadway


	Favorite Special Event: Chess[image: External link] (A Benefit for the Actors' Fund of America)
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 2005





	Favorite New Broadway Musical: Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link]


	Favorite New Broadway Play: Doubt[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Musical Revival: La Cage aux Folles[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Play Revival: Twelve Angry Men[image: External link]


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Musical: The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Play: Doubt[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical: Norbert Leo Butz[image: External link], Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Musical: Sutton Foster[image: External link], Little Women[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Musical: Christian Borle[image: External link], Spamalot


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Musical: Sara Ramirez[image: External link], Spamalot


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Play: Brían F. O'Byrne[image: External link], Doubt


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Play: Cherry Jones[image: External link], Doubt


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play: Christian Slater[image: External link], The Glass Menagerie[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Play: Delta Burke[image: External link], Steel Magnolias[image: External link]


	Favorite Solo Performance: Billy Crystal[image: External link], 700 Sundays[image: External link]


	Favorite Ensemble Cast: The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Cheyenne Jackson[image: External link], All Shook Up[image: External link]


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Sara Ramirez[image: External link], Spamalot


	Favorite Diva Performance: Sutton Foster[image: External link], Little Women[image: External link]


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Joey McIntyre[image: External link], Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Jennifer Laura Thompson[image: External link], Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Norbert Leo Butz[image: External link] & John Lithgow[image: External link], Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running Broadway Show: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running Off-Broadway Show: Forbidden Broadway


	Favorite New Broadway Song: "Once Upon a Time," Brooklyn[image: External link]
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 2006





	Favorite New Broadway Musical: The Color Purple[image: External link]


	Favorite New Broadway Play: The History Boys[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Musical Revival: Sweeney Todd[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Play Revival: The Odd Couple[image: External link]


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Musical: See What I Wanna See[image: External link]


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Play: Dog Sees God[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical: Harry Connick, Jr., The Pajama Game


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Musical: LaChanze, The Color Purple


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Play: Ralph Fiennes, Faith Healer


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Play: Julia Roberts, Three Days of Rain


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Musical: Manoel Felciano, Sweeney Todd


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Musical: Felicia P. Fields, The Color Purple


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play: Bradley Cooper, Three Days of Rain


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Play: Cherry Jones, Faith Healer


	Favorite Diva Performance: LaChanze, The Color Purple


	Favorite Solo Performance: Sarah Jones, Bridge & Tunnel


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Michael Cerveris & Patti LuPone, Sweeney Todd


	Favorite Ensemble Cast: Sweeney Todd[image: External link]


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): John Lloyd Young, Jersey Boys


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Felicia P. Fields, The Color Purple


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Ben Vereen, Wicked


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Eden Espinosa, Wicked


	Favorite Long-Running Broadway Show: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running Off-Broadway Show: Altar Boyz[image: External link]


	Favorite New Broadway Song: "Show Off," The Drowsy Chaperone
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 2007





	Favorite New Broadway Musical: Spring Awakening


	Favorite New Broadway Play: The Coast of Utopia[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Musical Revival: Les Misérables


	Favorite Broadway Play Revival: Talk Radio[image: External link]


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Musical: In the Heights


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Play: My Mother's Italian, My Father's Jewish and I'm in Therapy


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical: Jonathan Groff, Spring Awakening


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Musical: Christine Ebersole, Grey Gardens


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Play: Liev Schreiber, Talk Radio


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Play: Angela Lansbury, Deuce


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Musical: John Gallagher, Jr., Spring Awakening


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Musical: Orfeh, Legally Blonde


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play: Ethan Hawke, The Coast of Utopia


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Play: Tonya Pinkins, Radio Golf


	Favorite Diva Performance: Kristin Chenoweth, The Apple Tree


	Favorite Solo Performance: Vanessa Redgrave, The Year of Magical Thinking


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Jonathan Groff & Lea Michele, Spring Awakening


	Favorite Ensemble Cast: Spring Awakening[image: External link]


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Jonathan Groff, Spring Awakening


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Lea Michele, Spring Awakening


	Favorite Replacement (Male): John Tartaglia, Beauty and the Beast


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Fantasia Barrino, The Color Purple


	Favorite New Broadway Song: "Omigod, You Guys," Legally Blonde


	Favorite Long-Running Broadway Show: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running Off-Broadway Show: Altar Boyz[image: External link]
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 2008





	Favorite New Broadway Musical: Young Frankenstein[image: External link]


	Favorite New Broadway Play: August: Osage County


	Favorite Broadway Musical Revival: South Pacific


	Favorite Broadway Play Revival: Cat on a Hot Tin Roof


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Musical: Next to Normal


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Play: The Receptionist


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical: Roger Bart, Young Frankenstein


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Musical: Patti LuPone, Gypsy


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Play: Patrick Stewart, Macbeth


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Play: Jennifer Garner, Cyrano de Bergerac


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Musical: Christopher Fitzgerald, Young Frankenstein


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Musical: Megan Mullally, Young Frankenstein


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play: Raúl Esparza, The Homecoming


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Play: Phylicia Rashad, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof


	Favorite Diva Performance: Patti LuPone, Gypsy


	Favorite Solo Performance: Laurence Fishburne, Thurgood


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Roger Bart & Sutton Foster, Young Frankenstein


	Favorite Ensemble Cast: Grease[image: External link]


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Lin-Manuel Miranda, In the Heights


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Sierra Boggess, The Little Mermaid


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Clay Aiken, Spamalot


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Hannah Waddingham, Spamalot


	Favorite New Broadway Song: "In the Heights," In the Heights


	Favorite Long-Running Broadway Show: Spamalot


	Favorite Long-Running Off-Broadway Show: Forbidden Broadway
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 2009





	Favorite New Broadway Musical: Billy Elliot


	Favorite New Broadway Play: God of Carnage[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Musical Revival: Hair[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Play Revival: Equus[image: External link]


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Musical: Saved[image: External link]


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Play: Reasons to be pretty[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical: Gavin Creel, Hair


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Musical: Alice Ripley, Next to Normal


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Play: Daniel Radcliffe, Equus


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Play: Jane Fonda, 33 Variations


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Musical: Aaron Tveit, Next to Normal


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Musical: Karen Olivo, West Side Story


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play: Patrick Wilson, All My Sons


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Play: Angela Lansbury, Blithe Spirit


	Favorite Diva Performance: Sutton Foster, Shrek the Musical


	Favorite Solo Performance: Lorenzo Pisoni, Humor Abuse


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Gavin Creel & Will Swenson, Hair


	Favorite Ensemble Cast:

	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Daniel Radcliffe, Equus


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Kerry Ellis, Wicked


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Hunter Parrish, Spring Awakening


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Laura Osnes, South Pacific


	Favorite Long-Running Broadway Show: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running Off-Broadway Show: Altar Boyz[image: External link]


	Favorite New Broadway Song: "Get Out and Stay Out," 9 to 5
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 2010





	Favorite New Broadway Musical: The Addams Family[image: External link]


	Favorite New Broadway Play: Next Fall[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Musical Revival: Promises, Promises[image: External link]


	Favorite Broadway Play Revival: Lend Me a Tenor[image: External link]


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Musical: Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson


	Favorite New Off-Broadway Play: Love, Loss, and What I Wore[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical: John Gallagher Jr., American Idiot


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Musical: Kristin Chenoweth, Promises, Promises


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Play: Jude Law, Hamlet


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway Play: Laura Benanti, In the Next Room, or The Vibrator Play


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Musical: Kevin Chamberlin, The Addams Family


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Musical: Angela Lansbury, A Little Night Music


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Broadway Play: Brian d'Arcy James, Time Stands Still


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Broadway Play: Scarlett Johansson, A View From the Bridge


	Favorite Diva Performance: Kristin Chenoweth, Promises, Promises


	Favorite Solo Performance: Carrie Fisher[image: External link], Wishful Drinking


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Nathan Lane & Bebe Neuwirth, The Addams Family


	Favorite Ensemble Performance: American Idiot[image: External link]


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Sean Hayes, Promises, Promises


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Krysta Rodriguez, The Addams Family


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Kyle Dean Massey, Next to Normal


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Mandy Gonzalez, Wicked


	Favorite Long-Running Broadway Show: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running Off-Broadway Show: Blue Man Group[image: External link]


	Favorite New Broadway Song: "Memphis Lives In Me," Memphis
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 2011





	Favorite Musical: Sister Act[image: External link]


	Favorite Play: War Horse[image: External link]


	Favorite Musical Revival: How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying[image: External link]


	Favorite Play Revival: Driving Miss Daisy[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running Show: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Tour: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Actor in a Musical: Daniel Radcliffe, How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying


	Favorite Actress in a Musical: Sutton Foster, Anything Goes


	Favorite Actor in a Play: Robin Williams, Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo


	Favorite Actress in a Play: Judith Light, Lombardi


	Favorite Diva Performance: Nick Adams, Priscilla Queen of the Desert


	Favorite Funny Performance: John Larroquette, How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying


	Favorite Onstage Pair: John Larroquette & Daniel Radcliffe, How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance: Nick Adams, Priscilla Queen of the Desert


	Favorite Replacement: Billie Joe Armstrong, American Idiot


	Favorite Song: "I Believe," The Book of Mormon
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 2012





	Favorite New Musical: Newsies[image: External link]


	Favorite New Play: Peter and the Starcatcher[image: External link]


	Favorite Musical Revival: Godspell[image: External link]


	Favorite Play Revival: Death of a Salesman


	Favorite Long-Running Show: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Tour: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Actor in a Musical: Jeremy Jordan, Newsies


	Favorite Actress in a Musical: Laura Osnes, Bonnie & Clyde


	Favorite Actor in a Play: Alan Rickman, Seminar


	Favorite Actress in a Play: Celia Keenan-Bogler, Peter and the Starcatcher


	Favorite Diva Performance: Patti LuPone, An Evening with Patti LuPone & Mandy Patinkin


	Favorite Funny Performance: Christian Borle, Peter and the Starcatcher


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Jeremy Jordan & Kara Lindsay, Newsies


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance: Andrew Garfield, Death of a Salesman


	Favorite Replacement: Darren Criss, How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying


	Favorite Song: "Something To Believe In," Newsies
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	FAVORITE NEW MUSICAL: Kinky Boots (Book by Harvey Fierstein; Music and Lyrics by Cyndi Lauper)

	FAVORITE NEW PLAY: Breakfast at Tiffany’s by Richard Greenberg

	FAVORITE MUSICAL REVIVAL: Annie


	FAVORITE PLAY REVIVAL: Macbeth[image: External link]


	FAVORITE LONG-RUNNING SHOW: Wicked[image: External link]


	FAVORITE TOUR: Wicked[image: External link]


	FAVORITE ACTOR IN A MUSICAL: Billy Porter, Kinky Boots


	FAVORITE ACTRESS IN A MUSICAL: Laura Osnes, Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella


	FAVORITE ACTOR IN A PLAY: Alan Cumming, Macbeth


	FAVORITE ACTRESS IN A PLAY: Bette Midler, I’ll Eat You Last: A Chat with Sue Mengers


	FAVORITE DIVA PERFORMANCE: Stephanie J. Block, The Mystery of Edwin Drood


	FAVORITE FUNNY PERFORMANCE: Annaleigh Ashford, Kinky Boots


	FAVORITE ONSTAGE PAIR: Santino Fontana & Laura Osnes, Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella


	FAVORITE BREAKTHROUGH PERFORMANCE: Bertie Carvel, Matilda


	FAVORITE REPLACEMENT: Sierra Boggess, The Phantom of the Opera


	FAVORITE NEW SONG: "When I Grow Up" – Matilda (Music and Lyrics by Tim Minchin)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2014





	FAVORITE NEW MUSICAL: If/Then (Book & Lyrics by Brian Yorkey; Music by Tom Kitt)

	FAVORITE NEW PLAY: Act One by James Lapine

	FAVORITE MUSICAL REVIVAL: Les Misérables


	FAVORITE PLAY REVIVAL: The Glass Menagerie[image: External link]


	FAVORITE LONG-RUNNING SHOW: Wicked[image: External link]


	FAVORITE TOUR: Wicked[image: External link]


	FAVORITE LEADING ACTOR IN A MUSICAL: Neil Patrick Harris, Hedwig and the Angry Inch


	FAVORITE LEADING ACTRESS IN A MUSICAL: Idina Menzel, If/Then


	FAVORITE FEATURED ACTOR IN A MUSICAL: Anthony Rapp, If/Then


	FAVORITE FEATURED ACTRESS IN A MUSICAL: LaChanze, If/Then


	FAVORITE LEADING ACTOR IN A PLAY: Daniel Radcliffe, The Cripple of Inishmaan


	FAVORITE LEADING ACTRESS IN A PLAY: Audra McDonald, Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill


	FAVORITE FEATURED ACTOR IN A PLAY: Jim Norton, Of Mice and Men


	FAVORITE FEATURED ACTRESS IN A PLAY: Celia Keenan-Bolger, The Glass Menagerie


	FAVORITE DIVA PERFORMANCE: Neil Patrick Harris, Hedwig and the Angry Inch


	FAVORITE FUNNY PERFORMANCE: Neil Patrick Harris, Hedwig and the Angry Inch


	FAVORITE ONSTAGE PAIR: Idina Menzel & James Snyder, If/Then


	FAVORITE BREAKTHROUGH PERFORMANCE (MALE): Andy Mientus, Les Misérables


	FAVORITE BREAKTHROUGH PERFORMANCE (FEMALE): Courtney Reed, Aladdin


	FAVORITE REPLACEMENT (MALE): Derek Klena, Wicked


	FAVORITE REPLACEMENT (FEMALE): Lindsay Mendez, Wicked


	FAVORITE NEW SONG: “Here I Go” - If/Then (Music by Tom Kitt, Lyrics by Brian Yorkey)
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 2015





	Favorite New Musical: Finding Neverland[image: External link]


	Favorite New Play: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time[image: External link]


	Favorite Musical Revival: The King and I[image: External link]


	Favorite Play Revival: The Elephant Man[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running Show: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Tour: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Musical: Matthew Morrison[image: External link], Finding Neverland


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Musical: Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link], On the Twentieth Century


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Play: Bradley Cooper[image: External link], The Elephant Man


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Play: Helen Mirren[image: External link], The Audience


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Musical: Christian Borle[image: External link], Something Rotten!


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Musical: Sierra Boggess[image: External link], It Shoulda Been You


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Play: Rupert Grint[image: External link], It’s Only a Play


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Play: Annaleigh Ashford[image: External link], You Can’t Take It With You


	Favorite Diva Performance: Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link], On the Twentieth Century


	Favorite Funny Performance: Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link], On the Twentieth Century


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Laura Michelle Kelly[image: External link] & Matthew Morrison[image: External link], Finding Neverland


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Rupert Grint[image: External link], It’s Only a Play


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Vanessa Hudgens[image: External link], Gigi


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Darren Criss[image: External link], Hedwig and the Angry Inch


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Emma Stone[image: External link], Cabaret


	Favorite New Song: “Believe,” Finding Neverland
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 2016





	Favorite New Musical: Hamilton


	Favorite New Play: An Act of God[image: External link]


	Favorite Musical Revival: Spring Awakening


	Favorite Play Revival: The Crucible[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running Show: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Tour: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Musical: Lin-Manuel Miranda, Hamilton


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Musical: Phillipa Soo, Hamilton


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Play: Jim Parsons[image: External link], An Act of God


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Play: Lupita Nyong'o[image: External link], Eclipsed[image: External link]


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Musical: Jonathan Groff, Hamilton


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Musical: Renée Elise Goldsberry, Hamilton


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Play: John Gallagher Jr.[image: External link], Long Day's Journey into Night


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Play: Megan Hilty[image: External link], Noises Off[image: External link]


	Favorite Diva Performance: Jonathan Groff, Hamilton


	Favorite Funny Performance: Jonathan Groff, Hamilton


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Lin-Manuel Miranda & Leslie Odom Jr.[image: External link], Hamilton


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Daveed Diggs[image: External link], Hamilton


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Phillipa Soo, Hamilton


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Alfie Boe[image: External link], Les Misérables


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Rachel Tucker[image: External link], Wicked


	Favorite New Song: “Satisfied,” Hamilton
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	Favorite New Musical: Dear Evan Hansen


	Favorite New Play: The Play That Goes Wrong[image: External link]


	Favorite Musical Revival: Falsettos[image: External link]


	Favorite Play Revival: The Glass Menagerie[image: External link]


	Favorite Long-Running Show: Hamilton


	Favorite Tour: Wicked[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Musical: Ben Platt[image: External link], Dear Evan Hansen


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Musical: Bette Midler[image: External link], Hello Dolly![image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actor in a Play: Mark Ruffalo[image: External link], The Price[image: External link]


	Favorite Leading Actress in a Play: Sally Field[image: External link], The Glass Menagerie


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Musical: Andrew Rannells, Falsettos


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Musical: Laura Dreyfuss[image: External link], Dear Evan Hansen


	Favorite Featured Actor in a Play: Danny DeVito[image: External link], The Price


	Favorite Featured Actress in a Play: Lindsay Mendez[image: External link], Significant Other[image: External link]


	Favorite Diva Performance: Bette Midler, Hello Dolly!


	Favorite Funny Performance: Will Roland[image: External link], Dear Evan Hansen


	Favorite Onstage Pair: Ben Platt & Laura Dreyfuss, Dear Evan Hansen


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Male): Mike Faist[image: External link], Dear Evan Hansen


	Favorite Breakthrough Performance (Female): Laura Dreyfuss, Dear Evan Hansen


	Favorite Replacement (Male): Todrick Hall[image: External link], Kinky Boots


	Favorite Replacement (Female): Sara Bareilles[image: External link], Waitress[image: External link]


	Favorite New Song: “Waving Through a Window,” Dear Evan Hansen
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 Ceremonies




Audiences vote for their top five choices in each category, and the five most popular votes become that categories' nominee. People then vote from that group of five, and the final choice becomes that categories' winner. However, the nominee voting was not added until 2005, and initially people only voted once. After the voting, the winners are announced in an online Broadway.com[image: External link] article, and a VIP awards ceremony and cocktail reception has been held annually since 2011 about a week afterwards. Although the event is not open to the public, Broadway.com reporters to film interviews with the winners, who are also photographed with their awards. However, they don't get to keep their awards just yet, as they are taken away to be engraved. They are mailed to each winner's respective theater about a week afterwards.
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Sung-through






Sung-through (also through-sung) is an adjective[image: External link] describing a musical, musical film[image: External link], or opera[image: External link] with no spoken dialogue[image: External link], except perhaps for some occasional lines spoken in the course of a song but remaining part of the song's lyrics rather than constituting stand-alone dialogue.[1]

Conversations, speeches, and musings are communicated musically through a combination of recitative[image: External link], aria[image: External link], and arioso[image: External link]. Early versions of this include the Italian genre of opera buffa[image: External link], a light-hearted form of opera that gained prominence in the 1750s.[2][3]

In 2015, Lin-Manuel Miranda's Hamilton introduced the idea of communicating dialogue through rap, therefore keeping the spirit of a sung-through musical, without literally singing everything. A through-sung opera or other narrative work with continuous music may also be described as through-composed[image: External link].
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 List of fully sung-through musicals






	Art Thief Musical![image: External link]

	Cats[image: External link]

	Cricket[image: External link]

	Evita

	Falsettos[image: External link]

	
The Human Comedy[image: External link][4]


	Hamilton

	
Jacques Brel is Alive and Well and Living in Paris[image: External link][5]


	Jesus Christ Superstar[image: External link]

	Johanna[image: External link]

	Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat[image: External link]

	Keating![image: External link]

	Katy! the Musical[image: External link]

	King David[image: External link]

	The Last 5 Years[image: External link]

	Les Dix Commandements[image: External link]

	
Les Misérables[1]


	Marry Me a Little[image: External link]

	Murder Ballad[image: External link]

	
Miss Saigon[image: External link][1]


	Notre-Dame de Paris[image: External link]

	
Natasha, Pierre & the Great Comet of 1812[image: External link] (with the exception of one line)[6]


	Ordinary Days[image: External link]

	Repo! The Genetic Opera[image: External link]

	Starlight Express[image: External link]

	Starmania[image: External link]

	
Tell Me on a Sunday[image: External link][7]


	The Ten Commandments: The Musical[image: External link]

	The Umbrellas of Cherbourg[image: External link]

	Une chambre en ville[image: External link]
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 List of sung-through musicals with scattered lines






	
A New Brain[image: External link][8]


	American Idiot[image: External link]

	Aspects of Love[image: External link]

	bare: A Pop Opera[image: External link]

	Caroline or Change[image: External link]

	Dance of the Vampires[image: External link]

	Elisabeth[image: External link]

	
The Golden Apple[image: External link][9]


	john & jen[image: External link]

	Jerry Springer: The Opera[image: External link]

	Love Never Dies[image: External link]

	Martin Guerre[image: External link]

	
Next to Normal[10]


	
Once on This Island[image: External link][11][12]


	The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link]

	Pink Floyd—The Wall[image: External link]

	
Ragtime[13]


	
Rent[14]


	
Seussical[image: External link][15]


	Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band[image: External link]

	
Side by Side by Sondheim[image: External link][16]


	
Side Show[image: External link][17]


	Soon[image: External link]

	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]

	The Pirate Queen[image: External link]

	The Most Happy Fella[image: External link]

	The Who's Tommy[image: External link]

	The Woman in White[image: External link]
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 List of sung-through musicals depending on the production





	
Chess[image: External link][18][19]

	Originally starting off as a concept album[image: External link], the musical has a reputation for being re-written during every new production that is staged around the world. Some productions are completely sung-through, some are have scattered lines, and some (notably the original Broadway production) are staged as book musicals.[20]






	
Jacques Brel is Alive and Well and Living in Paris[image: External link][21]
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Musical Theatre






Musical theatre is a form of theatrical[image: External link] performance that combines songs, spoken dialogue[image: External link], acting, and dance. The story and emotional content of a musical – humor, pathos[image: External link], love, anger – are communicated through the words, music, movement and technical aspects of the entertainment as an integrated whole. Although musical theatre overlaps with other theatrical forms like opera[image: External link] and dance, it may be distinguished by the equal importance given to the music as compared with the dialogue, movement and other elements. Since the early 20th century, musical theatre stage works have generally been called, simply, musicals.

Although music has been a part of dramatic presentations since ancient times, modern Western musical theatre emerged during the 19th century, with many structural elements established by the works of Gilbert and Sullivan in Britain and those of Harrigan and Hart[image: External link] in America. These were followed by the numerous Edwardian musical comedies[image: External link] and the musical theatre works of American creators like George M. Cohan[image: External link]. The Princess Theatre[image: External link] musicals and other smart shows like Of Thee I Sing (1931) were artistic steps forward beyond revues[image: External link] and other frothy entertainments of the early 20th century and led to such groundbreaking works as Show Boat (1927) and Oklahoma![image: External link] (1943). Some of the most famous and iconic musicals through the decades that followed include West Side Story[image: External link] (1957), The Fantasticks[image: External link] (1960), Hair[image: External link] (1967), A Chorus Line (1975), Les Misérables (1985), The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] (1986), Rent (1996), The Producers (2001), Wicked[image: External link] (2003) and Hamilton (2015).

Musicals are performed around the world. They may be presented in large venues, such as big-budget Broadway or West End productions in New York City or London. Alternatively, musicals may be staged in smaller fringe theatre[image: External link], Off-Broadway or regional theatre[image: External link] productions, or on tour. Musicals are often presented by amateur and school groups[image: External link] in churches, schools and other performance spaces. In addition to the United States and Britain, there are vibrant musical theatre scenes in continental Europe, Asia, Australasia, Canada and Latin America.
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 Definitions and scope
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 Book musicals




Since the 20th century, the "book musical" has been defined as a musical play where songs and dances are fully integrated into a well-made story with serious dramatic goals that is able to evoke genuine emotions other than laughter.[2][3] The three main components of a book musical are its music, lyrics and book. The book or script[image: External link] of a musical refers to the story, character development, and dramatic structure, including the spoken dialogue and stage directions, but it can also refer to the dialogue and lyrics together, which are sometimes referred to as the libretto[image: External link] ( Italian[image: External link] for “little book”). The music and lyrics together form the score[image: External link] of a musical and includes songs, incidental music[image: External link], and musical scenes, which are "theatrical sequence[s] set to music, often combining song with spoken dialogue."[4] The interpretation of a musical is the responsibility of its creative team, which includes a director[image: External link], a musical director[image: External link], usually a choreographer[image: External link] and sometimes an orchestrator[image: External link]. A musical's production is also creatively characterized by technical aspects, such as set design[image: External link], costumes[image: External link], stage properties (props)[image: External link], lighting[image: External link] and sound. The creative team, designs and interpretations generally change from the original production to succeeding productions. Some production elements, however, may be retained from the original production; for example, Bob Fosse[image: External link]'s choreography in Chicago[image: External link].

There is no fixed length for a musical. While it can range from a short one-act entertainment to several acts[image: External link] and several hours in length (or even a multi-evening presentation), most musicals range from one and a half to three hours. Musicals are usually presented in two acts, with one short intermission[image: External link], and the first act is frequently longer than the second. The first act generally introduces nearly all of the characters and most of the music, and often ends with the introduction of a dramatic conflict or plot complication while the second act may introduce a few new songs but usually contains reprises of important musical themes and resolves the conflict or complication. A book musical is usually built around four to six main theme tunes that are reprised later in the show, although it sometimes consists of a series of songs not directly musically related. Spoken dialogue is generally interspersed between musical numbers, although "sung dialogue" or recitative[image: External link] may be used, especially in so-called "sung-through" musicals such as Jesus Christ Superstar[image: External link], Les Misérables, and Evita. Several shorter musicals on Broadway and in the West End have been presented in one act in recent decades.

Moments of greatest dramatic intensity in a book musical are often performed in song. Proverbially, "when the emotion becomes too strong for speech, you sing; when it becomes too strong for song, you dance."[5] In a book musical, a song is ideally crafted to suit the character (or characters) and their situation within the story; although there have been times in the history of the musical (e.g. from the 1890s to the 1920s) when this integration between music and story has been tenuous. As New York Times[image: External link] critic Ben Brantley described the ideal of song in theatre when reviewing the 2008 revival of Gypsy[image: External link]: "There is no separation at all between song and character, which is what happens in those uncommon moments when musicals reach upward to achieve their ideal reasons to be."[6] Typically, many fewer words are sung in a five-minute song than are spoken in a five-minute block of dialogue. Therefore, there is less time to develop drama in a musical than in a straight play of equivalent length, since a musical usually devotes more time to music than to dialogue. Within the compressed nature of a musical, the writers must develop the characters and the plot.

The material presented in a musical may be original, or it may be adapted from novels ( Wicked[image: External link] and Man of La Mancha[image: External link]), plays (Hello, Dolly![image: External link]), classic legends ( Camelot[image: External link]), historical events (Evita) or films (The Producers and Billy Elliot). On the other hand, many successful musical theatre works have been adapted for musical films[image: External link], such as West Side Story[image: External link], My Fair Lady[image: External link], The Sound of Music[image: External link], Oliver![image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link].
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 Comparisons with opera




Musical theatre is closely related to the theatrical form of opera[image: External link], but the two are usually distinguished by weighing a number of factors. Musicals generally have a greater focus on spoken dialogue (though some musicals are entirely accompanied and sung through; and on the other hand, some operas, such as Die Zauberflöte[image: External link], and most operettas[image: External link], have some unaccompanied dialogue); on dancing (particularly by the principal performers as well as the chorus); on the use of various genres of popular music[image: External link] (or at least popular singing styles); and on the avoidance of certain operatic conventions. In particular, a musical is almost always performed in the language of its audience. Musicals produced on Broadway or in the West End, for instance, are invariably sung in English, even if they were originally written in another language. While an opera singer is primarily a singer and only secondarily an actor (and rarely needs to dance), a musical theatre performer is often an actor first and then a singer and dancer. Someone who is equally accomplished at all three is referred to as a "triple threat". Composers of music for musicals often consider the vocal demands of roles with musical theatre performers in mind. Today, large theatres staging musicals generally use microphones[image: External link] and amplification[image: External link] of the actors' singing voices in a way that would generally be disapproved of in an operatic context.

Some works (e.g. by George Gershwin[image: External link], Leonard Bernstein[image: External link] and Stephen Sondheim) have received both "musical theatre" and "operatic" productions.[7][8] Similarly, some older operettas or light operas (such as The Pirates of Penzance by Gilbert and Sullivan) have had modern productions or adaptations that treat them as musicals. For some works, production styles are almost as important as the work's musical or dramatic content in defining into which art form the piece falls.[9] Sondheim said, "I really think that when something plays Broadway it's a musical, and when it plays in an opera house it's opera. That's it. It's the terrain, the countryside, the expectations of the audience that make it one thing or another."[10] Although this article primarily concerns musical theatre works that are "non-operatic", the overlap remains between lighter operatic forms and more musically complex or ambitious musicals. In practice, it is often difficult to distinguish among the various kinds of musical theatre, including "musical play", "musical comedy", "operetta" and "light opera".

Like opera, the singing in musical theatre is generally accompanied by an instrumental ensemble[image: External link] called a pit orchestra[image: External link], located in a lowered area in front of the stage. While opera typically uses a conventional symphony orchestra[image: External link], musicals are generally orchestrated for ensembles ranging from 27 players down to only a few players[image: External link]. Rock musicals[image: External link] usually employ a small group of mostly rock[image: External link] instruments,[11] and some musicals may call for only a piano or two instruments.[12] The music in musicals uses a range of "styles and influences including operetta[image: External link], classical techniques, folk music[image: External link], jazz[image: External link] [and] local or historical styles [that] are appropriate to the setting."[4] Musicals may begin with an overture[image: External link] played by the orchestra that "weav[es] together excerpts of the score's famous melodies."[13]
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 Other forms




There are various Eastern traditions of theatre that include music, such as Chinese opera[image: External link], Taiwanese opera[image: External link], Noh[image: External link] and Musical theatre in India[image: External link], including Sanskrit drama[image: External link], Classical Indian dance[image: External link] and Yakshagana[image: External link].[14] India has, since the 20th century, produced numerous musical films, referred to as " Bollywood[image: External link]" musicals, and in Japan a series of musicals based on popular Anime[image: External link] and Manga[image: External link] comics has developed in recent decades. Shorter or simplified "junior" versions of many musicals are available for schools and youth groups, and very short works created or adapted for performance by children are sometimes called minimusicals[image: External link].[15][16]
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 History
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 Early antecedents of musical theatre




Main article: Development of musical theatre[image: External link]


The antecedents of musical theatre in Europe can be traced back to the theatre of ancient Greece[image: External link], where music and dance were included in stage comedies and tragedies during the 5th century BCE.[17] The music from the ancient forms is lost, however, and they had little influence on later development of musical theatre.[18] In the 12th and 13th centuries, religious dramas taught the liturgy[image: External link]. Groups of actors would use outdoor Pageant wagons[image: External link] (stages on wheels) to tell each part of the story. Poetic forms sometimes alternated with the prose dialogues, and liturgical chants gave way to new melodies.[19]

The European Renaissance[image: External link] saw older forms evolve into two antecedents of musical theatre: commedia dell'arte[image: External link], where raucous clowns improvised familiar stories, and later, opera buffa[image: External link]. In England, Elizabethan and Jacobean plays frequently included music,[20] and short musical plays began to be included in an evenings' dramatic entertainments.[21] Court masques[image: External link] developed during the Tudor period that involved music, dancing, singing and acting, often with expensive costumes and a complex stage design[image: External link].[22][23] These developed into sung plays that are recognizable as English operas, the first usually being thought of as The Siege of Rhodes[image: External link] (1656).[24] In France, meanwhile, Molière[image: External link] turned several of his farcical comedies into musical entertainments with songs (music provided by Jean Baptiste Lully[image: External link]) and dance in the late 17th century. These influenced a brief period of English opera[image: External link][25] by composers such as John Blow[image: External link][26] and Henry Purcell[image: External link].[24]

From the 18th century, the most popular forms of musical theatre in Britain were ballad operas[image: External link], like John Gay[image: External link]'s The Beggar's Opera[image: External link], that included lyrics written to the tunes of popular songs of the day (often spoofing opera), and later pantomime[image: External link], which developed from commedia dell'arte, and comic opera[image: External link] with mostly romantic plot lines, like Michael Balfe[image: External link]'s The Bohemian Girl[image: External link] (1845). Meanwhile, on the continent, singspiel[image: External link], comédie en vaudeville[image: External link], opéra comique[image: External link], zarzuela[image: External link] and other forms of light musical entertainment were emerging. The Beggar's Opera was the first recorded long-running play of any kind, running for 62 successive performances in 1728. It would take almost a century afterwards before any play broke 100 performances, but the record soon reached 150 in the late 1820s.[27] Other musical theatre forms developed in England by the 19th century, such as music hall[image: External link], melodrama[image: External link] and burletta[image: External link], which were popularized partly because most London theatres were licensed only as music halls and not allowed to present plays without music.

Colonial America did not have a significant theatre presence until 1752, when London entrepreneur William Hallam sent a company of actors to the colonies managed by his brother Lewis[image: External link].[28] In New York in the summer of 1753, they performed ballad-operas, such as The Beggar’s Opera, and ballad-farces.[28] By the 1840s, P.T. Barnum[image: External link] was operating an entertainment complex in lower Manhattan.[29] Other early musical theatre in America consisted of British forms, such as burletta and pantomime,[18] but what a piece was called did not necessarily define what it was. The 1852 Broadway extravaganza[image: External link] The Magic Deer advertised itself as "A Serio Comico Tragico Operatical Historical Extravaganzical Burletical Tale of Enchantment."[30] Theatre in New York moved from downtown gradually to midtown from around 1850, and did not arrive in the Times Square area until the 1920s and 1930s. Broadway's The Elves (1857) broke the 50 performance barrier. New York runs continued to lag far behind those in London, but Laura Keene[image: External link]'s "musical burletta" Seven Sisters (1860) shattered previous New York records with a run of 253 performances.[31]
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 1850s to 1880s




Around 1850, the French composer Hervé[image: External link] was experimenting with a form of comic musical theatre he called opérette[image: External link].[32] The best known composers of operetta[image: External link] were Jacques Offenbach[image: External link] from the 1850s to the 1870s and Johann Strauss II[image: External link] in the 1870s and 1880s.[18] Offenbach's fertile melodies, combined with his librettists' witty satire, formed a model for the musical theatre that followed.[33] Adaptations of the French operettas (played in mostly bad, risqué translations), musical burlesques[image: External link], music hall, pantomime and burletta dominated the London musical stage into the 1870s.[34]

In America, mid-18th century musical theatre entertainments included crude variety revue[image: External link], which eventually developed into vaudeville[image: External link], minstrel shows[image: External link], which soon crossed the Atlantic to Britain, and Victorian burlesque, first popularized in the US by British troupes.[18] The first original theatre piece in English that conforms to many of the modern definitions of a musical, including dance and original music that helped to tell the story, is generally considered The Black Crook[image: External link], which premiered in New York on September 12, 1866. The production was a staggering five-and-a-half hours long, but despite its length, it ran for a record-breaking 474 performances. The same year, The Black Domino/Between You, Me and the Post was the first show to call itself a "musical comedy." Comedians Edward Harrigan[image: External link] and Tony Hart produced and starred in musicals on Broadway between 1878 (The Mulligan Guard Picnic) and 1885. These musical comedies featured characters and situations taken from the everyday life of New York's lower classes and represented a significant step forward towards a more legitimate[image: External link] theatrical form. They starred high quality singers (Lillian Russell[image: External link], Vivienne Segal[image: External link], and Fay Templeton[image: External link]) instead of the ladies of questionable repute who had starred in earlier musical forms.

As transportation improved, poverty in London and New York diminished, and street lighting made for safer travel at night, the number of patrons for the growing number of theatres increased enormously. Plays ran longer, leading to better profits and improved production values, and men began to bring their families to the theatre. The first musical theatre piece to exceed 500 consecutive performances was the French operetta The Chimes of Normandy[image: External link] in 1878.[27] English comic opera[image: External link] adopted many of the successful ideas of European operetta, none more successfully than the series of more than a dozen long-running Gilbert and Sullivan comic operas, including H.M.S. Pinafore[image: External link] (1878) and The Mikado[image: External link] (1885).[33] These were sensations on both sides of the Atlantic and in Australia and helped to raise the standard for what was considered a successful show.[35] These shows were designed for family audiences, a marked contrast from the risqué burlesques, bawdy music hall shows and French operettas that sometimes drew a crowd seeking less wholesome entertainment.[34] Only a few 19th-century musical pieces exceeded the run of The Mikado, such as Dorothy[image: External link], which opened in 1886 and set a new record with a run of 931 performances. Gilbert and Sullivan's influence on later musical theatre was profound, creating examples of how to "integrate" musicals so that the lyrics and dialogue advanced a coherent story.[36][37] Their works were admired and copied[image: External link] by early authors and composers of musicals in Britain[38][39] and America.[35][40]
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 1890s to the new century




Further information: Edwardian musical comedy[image: External link]


A Trip to Chinatown[image: External link] (1891) was Broadway's long-run champion (until Irene[image: External link] in 1919), running for 657 performances, but New York runs continued to be relatively short, with a few exceptions, compared with London runs, until the 1920s.[27] Gilbert and Sullivan were both pirated and imitated in New York by productions such as Reginald de Koven[image: External link]'s Robin Hood[image: External link] (1891) and John Philip Sousa[image: External link]'s El Capitan[image: External link] (1896). A Trip to Coontown (1898) was the first musical comedy entirely produced and performed by African Americans[image: External link] on Broadway (largely inspired by the routines of the minstrel shows[image: External link]), followed by ragtime[image: External link]-tinged shows. Hundreds of musical comedies were staged on Broadway in the 1890s and early 20th century, composed of songs written in New York's Tin Pan Alley[image: External link], including those by George M. Cohan[image: External link], who worked to create an American style distinct from the Gilbert and Sullivan works. The most successful New York shows were often followed by extensive national tours.[41]

Meanwhile, musicals took over the London stage in the Gay Nineties[image: External link], led by producer George Edwardes[image: External link], who perceived that audiences wanted a new alternative to the Savoy[image: External link]-style comic operas and their intellectual, political, absurdist satire. He experimented with a modern-dress, family-friendly musical theatre style, with breezy, popular songs, snappy, romantic banter, and stylish spectacle at the Gaiety[image: External link] and his other theatres. These drew on the traditions of comic opera and used elements of burlesque and of the Harrigan and Hart pieces. He replaced the bawdy women of burlesque with his "respectable" corps of Gaiety Girls[image: External link] to complete the musical and visual fun. The success of the first of these, In Town[image: External link] (1892) and A Gaiety Girl[image: External link] (1893) set the style for the next three decades. The plots were generally light, romantic "poor maiden loves aristocrat and wins him against all odds" shows, with music by Ivan Caryll[image: External link], Sidney Jones[image: External link] and Lionel Monckton[image: External link]. These shows were immediately widely copied in America, and the Edwardian musical comedy[image: External link] swept away the earlier musical forms of comic opera and operetta. The Geisha[image: External link] (1896) was one of the most successful in the 1890s, running for more than two years and achieving great international success.

The Belle of New York[image: External link] (1898) became the first American musical to run for over a year in London. The British musical comedy Florodora[image: External link] (1899) was a popular success on both sides of the Atlantic, as was A Chinese Honeymoon[image: External link] (1901), which ran for a record-setting 1,074 performances in London and 376 in New York. After the turn of the 20th century, Seymour Hicks[image: External link] joined forces with Edwardes and American producer Charles Frohman[image: External link] to create another decade of popular shows. Other enduring Edwardian musical comedy hits included The Arcadians[image: External link] (1909) and The Quaker Girl[image: External link] (1910).[42]
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 Early 20th century




Virtually eliminated from the English-speaking stage by competition from the ubiquitous Edwardian musical comedies, operettas returned to London and Broadway in 1907 with The Merry Widow[image: External link], and adaptations of continental operettas became direct competitors with musicals. Franz Lehár[image: External link] and Oscar Straus[image: External link] composed new operettas that were popular in English until World War I.[43] In America, Victor Herbert[image: External link] produced a string of enduring operettas including The Fortune Teller[image: External link] (1898), Babes in Toyland[image: External link] (1903), Mlle. Modiste[image: External link] (1905), The Red Mill[image: External link] (1906) and Naughty Marietta[image: External link] (1910).

In the 1910s, the team of P. G. Wodehouse[image: External link], Guy Bolton[image: External link] and Jerome Kern[image: External link], following in the footsteps of Gilbert and Sullivan, created the "Princess Theatre[image: External link] shows" and paved the way for Kern's later work by showing that a musical could combine light, popular entertainment with continuity between its story and songs.[36] Historian Gerald Bordman[image: External link] wrote:


"These shows built and polished the mold from which almost all later major musical comedies evolved. ... The characters and situations were, within the limitations of musical comedy license, believable and the humor came from the situations or the nature of the characters. Kern's exquisitely flowing melodies were employed to further the action or develop characterization. ... [Edwardian] musical comedy was often guilty of inserting songs in a hit-or-miss fashion. The Princess Theatre musicals brought about a change in approach. P. G. Wodehouse, the most observant, literate, and witty lyricist of his day, and the team of Bolton, Wodehouse, and Kern had an influence felt to this day.[44]



The theatre-going public needed escapist entertainment during the dark times of World War I[image: External link], and they flocked to the theatre. The 1919 hit musical Irene[image: External link] ran for 670 performances, a Broadway record that held until 1938.[45] The British theatre public supported far longer runs like that of Maid of the Mountains[image: External link] (1,352 performances) and especially Chu Chin Chow[image: External link]. Its run of 2,238 performances was more than twice as long as any previous musical, setting a record that stood for nearly forty years.[46] Revues like The Bing Boys Are Here[image: External link] in Britain, and those of Florenz Ziegfeld[image: External link] and his imitators in America, were also extraordinarily popular.[30]

The musicals of the Roaring Twenties[image: External link], borrowing from vaudeville, music hall[image: External link] and other light entertainments, tended to emphasize big dance routines and popular songs at the expense of plot. Typical of the decade were lighthearted productions like Sally[image: External link], Lady Be Good[image: External link], No, No, Nanette[image: External link], Oh, Kay![image: External link] and Funny Face[image: External link]. Despite forgettable stories, these musicals featured stars such as Marilyn Miller[image: External link] and Fred Astaire[image: External link] and produced dozens of enduring popular songs by Kern, George[image: External link] and Ira Gershwin[image: External link], Irving Berlin[image: External link], Cole Porter[image: External link], and Rodgers and Hart[image: External link]. Popular music was dominated by musical theatre standards, such as "Fascinating Rhythm[image: External link]", "Tea for Two[image: External link]" and "Someone to Watch Over Me[image: External link]". Many shows were revues[image: External link], series of sketches and songs with little or no connection between them. The best-known of these were the annual Ziegfeld Follies[image: External link], spectacular song-and-dance revues on Broadway featuring extravagant sets, elaborate costumes, and beautiful chorus girls.[18] These spectacles also raised production values, and mounting a musical generally became more expensive.[30] Shuffle Along[image: External link] (1921), an all-African American[image: External link] show was a hit on Broadway.[47] A new generation of composers of operettas also emerged in the 1920s, such as Rudolf Friml[image: External link] and Sigmund Romberg[image: External link], to create a series of popular Broadway hits.[48]

In London, writer-stars such as Ivor Novello[image: External link] and Noël Coward[image: External link] became popular, but the primacy of British musical theatre from the 19th century through 1920 was gradually replaced by American innovation after the war as Kern and other Tin Pan Alley[image: External link] composers began to bring new musical styles such as ragtime[image: External link] and jazz[image: External link] to the theatres and the Shubert Brothers[image: External link] took control of the Broadway theatres. Musical theatre writer Andrew Lamb[image: External link] notes, "The operatic and theatrical styles of nineteenth-century social structures were replaced by a musical style more aptly suited to twentieth-century society and its vernacular idiom. It was from America that the more direct style emerged, and in America that it was able to flourish in a developing society less hidebound by nineteenth-century tradition."[49]
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Progressing far beyond the comparatively frivolous musicals and sentimental operettas of the decade, Broadway's Show Boat (1927), represented an even more complete integration of book and score than the Princess Theatre musicals, with dramatic themes told through the music, dialogue, setting and movement. This was accomplished by combining the lyricism of Kern's music with the skillful libretto of Oscar Hammerstein II[image: External link]. One historian wrote, "Here we come to a completely new genre – the musical play as distinguished from musical comedy. Now ... everything else was subservient to that play. Now ... came complete integration of song, humor and production numbers into a single and inextricable artistic entity."[50]

As the Great Depression[image: External link] set in during the post-Broadway national tour of Show Boat, the public turned back to mostly light, escapist song-and-dance entertainment.[44] Audiences on both sides of the Atlantic had little money to spend on entertainment, and only a few stage shows anywhere exceeded a run of 500 performances during the decade. The revue The Band Wagon[image: External link] (1931) starred dancing partners Fred Astaire and his sister Adele[image: External link], while Porter's Anything Goes[image: External link] (1934) confirmed Ethel Merman[image: External link]'s position as the First Lady of musical theatre, a title she maintained for many years. Coward and Novello continued to deliver old fashioned, sentimental musicals, such as The Dancing Years[image: External link], while Rodgers and Hart returned from Hollywood to create a series of successful Broadway shows, including On Your Toes[image: External link] (1936, with Ray Bolger[image: External link], the first Broadway musical to make dramatic use of classical dance), Babes In Arms[image: External link] (1937) and The Boys From Syracuse[image: External link] (1938). Porter added DuBarry Was a Lady[image: External link] (1939). The longest-running piece of musical theatre of the 1930s was Hellzapoppin[image: External link] (1938), a revue with audience participation, which played for 1,404 performances, setting a new Broadway record.[45]

Still, a few creative teams began to build on Show Boat's innovations. Of Thee I Sing (1931), a political satire by the Gershwins, was the first musical awarded the Pulitzer Prize.[18][51] As Thousands Cheer[image: External link] (1933), a revue by Irving Berlin[image: External link] and Moss Hart[image: External link] in which each song or sketch was based on a newspaper headline, marked the first Broadway show in which an African-American, Ethel Waters[image: External link], starred alongside white actors. Waters' numbers included "Supper Time[image: External link]", a woman's lament for her husband who has been lynched.[52] The Gershwins' Porgy and Bess[image: External link] (1935) featured an all African-American cast and blended operatic, folk, and jazz idioms. The Cradle Will Rock[image: External link] (1937), directed by Orson Welles[image: External link], was a highly political pro- union[image: External link] piece that, despite the controversy surrounding it, ran for 108 performances.[30] Rodgers and Hart's I'd Rather Be Right[image: External link] (1937) was a political satire with George M. Cohan[image: External link] as President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], and Kurt Weill[image: External link]'s Knickerbocker Holiday[image: External link] depicted New York City's early history while good-naturedly satirizing Roosevelt's good intentions.

The motion picture mounted a challenge to the stage. Silent films had presented only limited competition, but by the end of the 1920s, films like The Jazz Singer[image: External link] could be presented with synchronized sound. "Talkie"[image: External link] films at low prices effectively killed off vaudeville[image: External link] by the early 1930s.[53] Despite the economic woes of the 1930s and the competition from film, the musical survived. In fact, it continued to evolve thematically beyond the gags and showgirls musicals of the Gay Nineties and Roaring Twenties and the sentimental romance of operetta, adding technical expertise and the fast-paced staging and naturalistic dialogue style led by director George Abbott[image: External link].[18]
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The 1940s would begin with more hits from Porter, Irving Berlin[image: External link], Rodgers and Hart, Weill and Gershwin, some with runs over 500 performances as the economy rebounded, but artistic change was in the air.

Rodgers and Hammerstein's Oklahoma![image: External link] (1943) completed the revolution begun by Show Boat, by tightly integrating all the aspects of musical theatre, with a cohesive plot, songs that furthered the action of the story, and featured dream ballets and other dances that advanced the plot and developed the characters, rather than using dance as an excuse to parade scantily clad women across the stage.[3] Rodgers and Hammerstein hired ballet choreographer Agnes de Mille[image: External link], who used everyday motions to help the characters express their ideas. It defied musical conventions by raising its first act curtain not on a bevy of chorus girls, but rather on a woman churning butter, with an off-stage voice singing the opening lines of Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin'[image: External link] unaccompanied. It drew rave reviews, set off a box-office frenzy and received a Pulitzer Prize. Brooks Atkinson[image: External link] wrote in The New York Times that the show's opening number changed the history of musical theater: “After a verse like that, sung to a buoyant melody, the banalities of the old musical stage became intolerable."[54] It was the first "blockbuster" Broadway show, running a total of 2,212 performances, and was made into a hit film. It remains one of the most frequently produced of the team's projects. William A. Everett and Paul R. Laird[image: External link] wrote that this was a "show, that, like Show Boat, became a milestone, so that later historians writing about important moments in twentieth-century theatre would begin to identify eras according to their relationship to Oklahoma!"[55]

"After Oklahoma!, Rodgers and Hammerstein were the most important contributors to the musical-play form... The examples they set in creating vital plays, often rich with social thought, provided the necessary encouragement for other gifted writers to create musical plays of their own".[50] The two collaborators created an extraordinary collection of some of musical theatre's best loved and most enduring classics, including Carousel[image: External link] (1945), South Pacific (1949), The King and I[image: External link] (1951), and The Sound of Music[image: External link] (1959). Some of these musicals treat more serious subject matter than most earlier shows: the villain in Oklahoma! is a suspected murderer and psychopath with a fondness for lewd post cards; Carousel deals with spousal abuse, thievery, suicide and the afterlife; South Pacific explores miscegenation even more thoroughly than Show Boat; and the hero of The King and I dies onstage.

The show's creativity stimulated Rodgers and Hammerstein's contemporaries and ushered in the "Golden Age" of American musical theatre.[54] Americana was displayed on Broadway during the "Golden Age", as the wartime cycle of shows began to arrive. An example of this is On the Town[image: External link] (1944), written by Betty Comden[image: External link] and Adolph Green[image: External link], composed by Leonard Bernstein[image: External link] and choreographed by Jerome Robbins[image: External link]. The story is set during wartime and concerns three sailors who are on a 24-hour shore leave in New York City, during which each falls in love. The show also gives the impression of a country with an uncertain future, as the sailors and their women also have. Irving Berlin[image: External link] used sharpshooter Annie Oakley[image: External link]'s career as a basis for his Annie Get Your Gun[image: External link] (1946, 1,147 performances); Burton Lane[image: External link], E. Y. Harburg[image: External link], and Fred Saidy[image: External link] combined political satire with Irish whimsy for their fantasy Finian's Rainbow[image: External link] (1947, 725 performances); and Cole Porter found inspiration in William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s Taming of the Shrew[image: External link] for Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link] (1948, 1,077 performances). The American musicals overwhelmed the old-fashioned British Coward/Novello-style shows, one of the last big successes of which was Novello's Perchance to Dream[image: External link] (1945, 1,021 performances). The formula for the Golden Age musicals reflected one or more of four widely held perceptions of the "American dream": That stability and worth derives from a love relationship sanctioned and restricted by Protestant ideals of marriage; that a married couple should make a moral home with children away from the city in a suburb or small town; that the woman's function was as homemaker and mother; and that Americans incorporate an independent and pioneering spirit or that their success is self-made.[56]
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Damon Runyon[image: External link]'s eclectic characters were at the core of Frank Loesser[image: External link]'s and Abe Burrows[image: External link]' Guys and Dolls[image: External link], (1950, 1,200 performances); and the Gold Rush[image: External link] was the setting for Alan Jay Lerner[image: External link] and Frederick Loewe[image: External link]'s Paint Your Wagon[image: External link] (1951). The relatively brief seven-month run of that show didn't discourage Lerner and Loewe[image: External link] from collaborating again, this time on My Fair Lady[image: External link] (1956), an adaptation of George Bernard Shaw[image: External link]'s Pygmalion[image: External link] starring Rex Harrison[image: External link] and Julie Andrews[image: External link], which at 2,717 performances held the long-run record for many years. Popular Hollywood films were made of all of these musicals. This surpassed the run of two hits by British creators: The Boy Friend[image: External link] (1954), which ran for 2,078 performances in London and marked Andrews' American debut, was very briefly the third longest-running musical in West End or Broadway history (after Chu Chin Chow and Oklahoma!), until Salad Days[image: External link] (1954) surpassed its run and became the new long-run record holder, with 2,283 performances.[46]

Another record was set by The Threepenny Opera[image: External link], which ran for 2,707 performances, becoming the longest-running off-Broadway musical until The Fantasticks[image: External link]. The production also broke ground by showing that musicals could be profitable off-Broadway in a small-scale, small orchestra format. This was confirmed in 1959 when a revival of Jerome Kern[image: External link] and P. G. Wodehouse[image: External link]'s Leave It to Jane[image: External link] ran for more than two years. The 1959–1960 Off-Broadway season included a dozen musicals and revues including Little Mary Sunshine[image: External link], The Fantasticks and Ernest in Love[image: External link], a musical adaptation of Oscar Wilde[image: External link]'s 1895 hit The Importance of Being Earnest[image: External link].[57]

West Side Story (1957) transported Romeo and Juliet to modern day New York City and converted the feuding Montague and Capulet families into opposing ethnic gangs, the Jets and the Sharks. The book was adapted by Arthur Laurents[image: External link], with music by Leonard Bernstein[image: External link] and lyrics by newcomer Stephen Sondheim. It was embraced by the critics, but failed to be a popular choice for the "blue-haired matinee ladies", who preferred the small town River City, Iowa of Meredith Willson[image: External link]'s The Music Man[image: External link] to the alleys of Manhattan[image: External link]'s Upper West Side. Apparently Tony Award[image: External link] voters were of a similar mind, since they favored the former over the latter. West Side Story had a respectable run of 732 performances (1,040 in the West End), while The Music Man ran nearly twice as long, with 1,375 performances. However, the film[image: External link] of West Side Story was extremely successful.[58] Laurents and Sondheim teamed up again for Gypsy[image: External link] (1959, 702 performances), with Jule Styne[image: External link] providing the music for a backstage story about the most driven stage mother of all-time, stripper Gypsy Rose Lee[image: External link]'s mother Rose. The original production ran for 702 performances, and was given four subsequent revivals, with Angela Lansbury[image: External link], Tyne Daly[image: External link], Bernadette Peters[image: External link] and Patti LuPone[image: External link] later tackling the role made famous by Ethel Merman.

Although directors and choreographers have had a major influence on musical theatre style since at least the 19th century,[59] George Abbott and his collaborators and successors took a central role in integrating movement and dance fully into musical theatre productions in the Golden Age.[60] Abbott introduced ballet as a story-telling device in On Your Toes in 1936, which was followed by Agnes DeMille[image: External link]'s ballet and choreography in Oklahoma!.[61] After Abbott collaborated with Jerome Robbins in On the Town and other shows, Robbins combined the roles of director and choreographer, emphasizing the story-telling power of dance in West Side Story, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum[image: External link] (1962) and Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link] (1964). Bob Fosse[image: External link] choreographed for Abbott in The Pajama Game[image: External link] (1956) and Damn Yankees[image: External link] (1957), injecting playful sexuality into those hits. He was later the director-choreographer for Sweet Charity (1968), Pippin (1972) and Chicago (1975). Other notable director-choreographers have included Gower Champion[image: External link], Tommy Tune[image: External link], Michael Bennett[image: External link], Gillian Lynne[image: External link] and Susan Stroman[image: External link]. Prominent directors have included Hal Prince[image: External link], who also got his start with Abbott,[60] and Trevor Nunn[image: External link].[62]

During the Golden Age, automotive companies and other large corporations began to hire Broadway talent to write corporate musicals[image: External link], private shows only seen by their employees or customers.[63][64] The 1950s ended with Rodgers and Hammerstein's last hit, The Sound of Music, which also became another hit for Mary Martin. It ran for 1,443 performances and shared the Tony Award for Best Musical. Together with its extremely successful 1965 film version[image: External link], it has become one of the most popular musicals in history.
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In 1960, The Fantasticks[image: External link] was first produced off-Broadway. This intimate allegorical show would quietly run for over 40 years at the Sullivan Street Theatre in Greenwich Village[image: External link], becoming by far the longest-running musical in history. Its authors produced other innovative works in the 1960s, such as Celebration[image: External link] and I Do! I Do![image: External link], the first two-character Broadway musical. The 1960s would see a number of blockbusters, like Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link] (1964; 3,242 performances), Hello, Dolly![image: External link] (1964; 2,844 performances), Funny Girl[image: External link] (1964; 1,348 performances), and Man of La Mancha[image: External link] (1965; 2,328 performances), and some more risqué pieces like Cabaret[image: External link], before ending with the emergence of the rock musical. Two men had considerable impact on musical theatre history beginning in this decade: Stephen Sondheim and Jerry Herman[image: External link].

The first project for which Sondheim wrote both music and lyrics was A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum[image: External link] (1962, 964 performances), with a book based on the works of Plautus[image: External link] by Burt Shevelove[image: External link] and Larry Gelbart[image: External link], and starring Zero Mostel[image: External link]. Sondheim moved the musical beyond its concentration on the romantic plots typical of earlier eras; his work tended to be darker, exploring the grittier sides of life both present and past. Other early Sondheim works include Anyone Can Whistle[image: External link] (1964, which ran only nine performances, despite having stars Lee Remick[image: External link] and Angela Lansbury[image: External link]), and the successful Company[image: External link] (1970), Follies[image: External link] (1971) and A Little Night Music[image: External link] (1973). Later, Sondheim found inspiration in unlikely sources: the opening of Japan[image: External link] to Western trade for Pacific Overtures[image: External link] (1976), a legendary murderous barber seeking revenge in the Industrial Age[image: External link] of London for Sweeney Todd[image: External link] (1979), the paintings of Georges Seurat[image: External link] for Sunday in the Park with George (1984), fairy tales for Into the Woods (1987), and a collection of presidential assassins in Assassins (1990).

While some critics have argued that some of Sondheim’s musicals lack commercial appeal, others have praised their lyrical sophistication and musical complexity, as well as the interplay of lyrics and music in his shows. Some of Sondheim's notable innovations include a show presented in reverse (Merrily We Roll Along[image: External link]) and the above-mentioned Anyone Can Whistle, in which the first act ends with the cast informing the audience that they are mad.

Jerry Herman played a significant role in American musical theatre, beginning with his first Broadway production, Milk and Honey[image: External link] (1961, 563 performances), about the founding of the state of Israel[image: External link], and continuing with the blockbuster hits Hello, Dolly![image: External link] (1964, 2,844 performances), Mame[image: External link] (1966, 1,508 performances), and La Cage aux Folles[image: External link] (1983, 1,761 performances). Even his less successful shows like Dear World[image: External link] (1969) and Mack & Mabel[image: External link] (1974) have had memorable scores (Mack & Mabel was later reworked into a London hit). Writing both words and music, many of Herman's show tunes have become popular standards, including "Hello, Dolly![image: External link]", "We Need a Little Christmas", "I Am What I Am", "Mame", "The Best of Times", "Before the Parade Passes By", "Put On Your Sunday Clothes", "It Only Takes a Moment", "Bosom Buddies", and "I Won't Send Roses", recorded by such artists as Louis Armstrong[image: External link], Eydie Gorme[image: External link], Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Petula Clark[image: External link] and Bernadette Peters. Herman's songbook has been the subject of two popular musical revues, Jerry's Girls[image: External link] (Broadway, 1985), and Showtune[image: External link] (off-Broadway, 2003).

The musical started to diverge from the relatively narrow confines of the 1950s. Rock music[image: External link] would be used in several Broadway musicals, beginning with Hair[image: External link], which featured not only rock music but also nudity and controversial opinions about the Vietnam War[image: External link], race relations and other social issues.[65]
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After Show Boat and Porgy and Bess[image: External link], and as the struggle in America and elsewhere for minorities' civil rights[image: External link] progressed, Hammerstein, Harold Arlen[image: External link], Yip Harburg[image: External link] and others were emboldened to write more musicals and operas that aimed to normalize societal toleration of minorities and urged racial harmony. Early Golden Age works that focused on racial tolerance included Finian's Rainbow[image: External link] and South Pacific. Towards the end of the Golden Age, several shows tackled Jewish subjects and issues, such as Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link], Milk and Honey[image: External link], Blitz![image: External link] and later Rags[image: External link]. The original concept that became West Side Story[image: External link] was set in the Lower East Side[image: External link] during Easter-Passover celebrations; the rival gangs were to be Jewish and Italian[image: External link] Catholic[image: External link]. The creative team later decided that the Polish (white) vs. Puerto Rican[image: External link] conflict was fresher.[66]

Tolerance as an important theme in musicals has continued in recent decades. The final expression of West Side Story left a message of racial tolerance. By the end of the 1960s, musicals became racially integrated, with black and white cast members even covering each other's roles, as they did in Hair.[67] Homosexuality has also been explored in musicals, starting with Hair, and even more overtly in La Cage aux Folles[image: External link], Falsettos[image: External link], Rent, Hedwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link] and other shows in recent decades. Parade is a sensitive exploration of both anti-Semitism[image: External link] and historical American racism[image: External link], and Ragtime similarly explores the experience of immigrants and minorities in America.
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After the success of Hair, rock musicals flourished in the 1970s, with Jesus Christ Superstar[image: External link], Godspell[image: External link], The Rocky Horror Show[image: External link], Evita, and Two Gentlemen of Verona[image: External link]. Some of these began with "concept albums[image: External link]" and then moved to film or stage, such as Tommy[image: External link]. Others had no dialogue or were otherwise reminiscent of opera, with dramatic, emotional themes; these sometimes started as concept albums and were referred to as rock operas[image: External link]. Shows like Raisin[image: External link], Dreamgirls[image: External link], Purlie[image: External link] and The Wiz brought a significant African-American influence to Broadway. More varied musical genres and styles were incorporated into musicals both on and especially off-Broadway. At the same time, Stephen Sondheim found success with some of his musicals, as mentioned above.

In 1975, the dance musical A Chorus Line emerged from recorded group therapy-style sessions Michael Bennett[image: External link] conducted with "gypsies" – those who sing and dance in support of the leading players – from the Broadway community. From hundreds of hours of tapes, James Kirkwood, Jr.[image: External link] and Nick Dante[image: External link] fashioned a book about an audition for a musical, incorporating many real-life stories from the sessions; some who attended the sessions eventually played variations of themselves or each other in the show. With music by Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link] and lyrics by Edward Kleban[image: External link], A Chorus Line first opened at Joseph Papp[image: External link]'s Public Theater[image: External link] in lower Manhattan. What initially had been planned as a limited engagement eventually moved to the Shubert Theatre[image: External link] on Broadway[68] for a run of 6,137 performances, becoming the longest-running production in Broadway history up to that time. The show swept the Tony Awards and won the Pulitzer Prize, and its hit song, What I Did for Love[image: External link], became a standard.[69]

Broadway audiences welcomed musicals that varied from the golden age style and substance. John Kander[image: External link] and Fred Ebb[image: External link] explored the rise of Nazism[image: External link] in Germany in Cabaret[image: External link], and murder and the media in Prohibition[image: External link]-era Chicago[image: External link], which relied on old vaudeville[image: External link] techniques. Pippin[image: External link], by Stephen Schwartz[image: External link], was set in the days of Charlemagne[image: External link]. Federico Fellini[image: External link]'s autobiographical film 8½[image: External link] became Maury Yeston[image: External link]'s Nine. At the end of the decade, Evita and Sweeney Todd were precursors of the darker, big budget musicals of the 1980s that depended on dramatic stories, sweeping scores and spectacular effects. At the same time, old-fashioned values were still embraced in such hits as Annie, 42nd Street[image: External link], My One and Only[image: External link], and popular revivals of No, No, Nanette and Irene. Although many film versions of musicals were made in the 1970s, few were critical or box office successes, with the notable exceptions of Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link], Cabaret[image: External link] and Grease[image: External link].[70]
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The 1980s saw the influence of European "mega-musicals", or "pop operas", on Broadway, in the West End and elsewhere. These typically featured a pop-influenced score, had large casts and sets and were identified by their notable effects – a falling chandelier[image: External link] (in The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link]), a helicopter landing on stage (in Miss Saigon[image: External link]) – and big budgets. Many were based on novels or other works of literature. The most important writers of mega-musicals include the French team of Claude-Michel Schönberg[image: External link] and Alain Boublil[image: External link], responsible for Les Misérables, which became the longest-running international musical hit in history. The team, in collaboration with Richard Maltby, Jr.[image: External link], continued to produce hits, including Miss Saigon, inspired by the Puccini opera Madame Butterfly[image: External link].

The British composer Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link] saw similar success with Evita, based on the life of Argentina[image: External link]'s Eva Perón[image: External link]; Cats[image: External link], derived from the poems of T. S. Eliot[image: External link] (both of which musicals originally starred Elaine Paige[image: External link]); Starlight Express[image: External link], performed on roller skates; The Phantom of the Opera, derived from the Gaston Leroux[image: External link] novel, "Le Fantôme de l'Opéra"; and Sunset Boulevard[image: External link] (from the classic film of the same name). These works ran (or are still running) for decades in both New York and London and had extraordinary international and touring success. The mega-musicals' huge budgets redefined expectations for financial success on Broadway and in the West End. In earlier years, it was possible for a show to be considered a hit after a run of several hundred performances, but with multimillion-dollar production costs, a show must run for years simply to turn a profit.
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In the 1990s, a new generation of theatrical composers emerged, including Jason Robert Brown and Michael John LaChiusa[image: External link], and who began with productions Off-Broadway. The most conspicuous success of these artists was Jonathan Larson[image: External link]'s show Rent (1996), a rock musical (based on the opera La bohème[image: External link]) about a struggling community of artists in Manhattan. While the cost of tickets to Broadway and West End musicals was escalating beyond the budget of many theatregoers, Rent was marketed to increase the popularity of musicals among a younger audience. It featured a young cast and a heavily rock-influenced score; the musical became a hit. Its young fans, many of them students, calling themselves RENTheads[image: External link], camped out at the Nederlander Theatre[image: External link] in hopes of winning the lottery for $20 front row tickets, and some saw the show dozens of times. Other shows on Broadway followed Rent's lead by offering heavily discounted day-of-performance or standing-room tickets, although often the discounts are offered only to students.[71]

The 1990s also saw the influence of large corporations on the production of musicals. The most important has been Disney Theatrical Productions[image: External link], which began adapting some of Disney's[image: External link] animated film musicals for the stage, starting with Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] (1994), The Lion King[image: External link] (1997) and Aida[image: External link] (2000), the latter two with music by Elton John[image: External link]. The Lion King is the highest-grossing musical in Broadway history.[72] The Who's Tommy[image: External link] (1993), a theatrical adaptation of the rock opera Tommy[image: External link], achieved a healthy run of 899 performances but was criticized for sanitizing the story and "musical theatre-izing" the rock music.[73]

Despite the growing number of large-scale musicals in the 1980s and 1990s, a number of lower-budget, smaller-scale musicals managed to find critical and financial success, such as Falsettoland[image: External link] and Little Shop of Horrors, Bat Boy: The Musical[image: External link] and Blood Brothers[image: External link]. The topics of these pieces vary widely, and the music ranges from rock to pop, but they often are produced off-Broadway, or for smaller London theatres, and some of these stagings have been regarded as imaginative and innovative.[74]
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In the new century, familiarity has been embraced by producers and investors anxious to guarantee that they recoup their considerable investments, if not show a healthy profit. Some took (usually modest-budget) chances on the new and unusual, such as Urinetown (2001), Avenue Q (2003), The Light in the Piazza (2005), Spring Awakening (2006), In the Heights[image: External link] (2007), Next to Normal (2009), American Idiot[image: External link] (2010) and The Book of Mormon (2011). Hamilton, transformed "under-dramatized American history" into an unusual hip-hop inflected hit.[75] But most took a safe route with revivals of familiar fare, such as Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link], A Chorus Line, South Pacific, Gypsy, Hair, West Side Story and Grease[image: External link], or with adaptations of other proven material, such as literature (The Scarlet Pimpernel[image: External link], Wicked[image: External link] and Fun Home), hoping that the shows would have a built-in audience as a result. This trend is especially persistent with film adaptations, including (The Producers, Spamalot, Hairspray, Legally Blonde[image: External link], The Color Purple[image: External link], Xanadu[image: External link], Billy Elliot, Shrek[image: External link], Waitress[image: External link] and Groundhog Day[image: External link]).[76] Some critics have argued that the reuse of film plots, especially those from Disney (such as Mary Poppins[image: External link] and The Little Mermaid[image: External link]), equate the Broadway and West End musical to a tourist attraction, rather than a creative outlet.[30]

Today, it is less likely that a sole producer, such as David Merrick[image: External link] or Cameron Mackintosh, backs a production. Corporate sponsors dominate Broadway, and often alliances are formed to stage musicals, which require an investment of $10 million or more. In 2002, the credits for Thoroughly Modern Millie[image: External link] listed ten producers, and among those names were entities composed of several individuals.[77] Typically, off-Broadway and regional theatres tend to produce smaller and therefore less expensive musicals, and development of new musicals has increasingly taken place outside of New York and London or in smaller venues. For example, Spring Awakening, Fun Home and Hamilton were developed Off-Broadway before being launched on Broadway.

Several musicals returned to the spectacle format that was so successful in the 1980s, recalling extravaganzas[image: External link] that have been presented at times, throughout theatre history, since the ancient Romans staged mock sea battles. Examples include the musical adaptations of The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] (2007), Gone With the Wind[image: External link] (2008) and Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark[image: External link] (2011). These musicals involved songwriters with little theatrical experience, and the expensive productions generally lost money. Conversely, The Drowsy Chaperone, Avenue Q, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Xanadu and Fun Home, among others, have been presented in smaller-scale productions, mostly uninterrupted by an intermission, with short running times, and enjoyed financial success. In 2013, Time magazine reported that a trend Off-Broadway has been "immersive" theatre, citing shows such as Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812[image: External link] (2012) and Here Lies Love[image: External link] (2013) in which the staging takes place around and within the audience.[78] The shows set a joint record, each receiving 11 nominations for Lucille Lortel Awards,[79] and feature contemporary scores.[80][81]

In 2013, Cyndi Lauper was the "first female composer to win the [Tony for] Best Score without a male collaborator" for writing the music and lyrics for Kinky Boots. In 2015, for the first time, an all-female writing team[image: External link], Lisa Kron and Jeanine Tesori, won the Tony Award for Best Original Score (and Best Book[image: External link] for Kron) for Fun Home,[82] although work by male songwriters continues to be produced more often.[83]
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 Jukebox musicals




Another trend has been to create a minimal plot to fit a collection of songs that have already been hits. Following the earlier success of Buddy - The Buddy Holly Story[image: External link], these have included Movin' Out[image: External link] (2002, based on the tunes of Billy Joel[image: External link]), Jersey Boys (2006, The Four Seasons[image: External link]), Rock of Ages[image: External link] (2009, featuring classic rock of the 1980s) and many others. This style is often referred to as the "jukebox musical[image: External link]".[84] Similar but more plot-driven musicals have been built around the canon of a particular pop group including Mamma Mia![image: External link] (1999, based on the songs of ABBA[image: External link]), Our House[image: External link] (2002, based on the songs of Madness[image: External link]), and We Will Rock You[image: External link] (2002, based on the songs of Queen[image: External link]).
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 Film and TV musicals




Live-action film musicals were nearly dead in the 1980s and early 1990s, with exceptions of Victor/Victoria[image: External link], Little Shop of Horrors[image: External link] and the 1996 film of Evita[image: External link].[85] In the new century, Baz Luhrmann[image: External link] began a revival of the film musical with Moulin Rouge![image: External link] (2001). This was followed by Chicago[image: External link] (2002); Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] (2004); Dreamgirls[image: External link] (2006); Hairspray[image: External link], Enchanted[image: External link] and Sweeney Todd[image: External link] (all in 2007); Mamma Mia![image: External link] (2008); Nine[image: External link] (2009); Les Misérables[image: External link] and Pitch Perfect[image: External link] (both in 2012), Into The Woods[image: External link] (2014) and La La Land[image: External link] (2016), among others. Dr. Seuss[image: External link]'s How the Grinch Stole Christmas![image: External link] (2000) and The Cat in the Hat[image: External link] (2003), turned children's books into live-action film musicals. After the immense success of Disney and other houses with animated film musicals beginning with The Little Mermaid[image: External link] in 1989 and running throughout the 1990s (including some more adult-themed films, like South Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut[image: External link] (1999)), fewer animated film musicals were released in the first decade of the 21st century.[85] The genre made a comeback beginning in 2010 with Tangled[image: External link] (2010), Rio[image: External link] (2011) and Frozen[image: External link] (2013). In Asia, India continues to produce numerous "Bollywood" film musicals, and Japan produces "Anime" and "Manga" film musicals.

Made for TV musical films[image: External link] were popular in the 1990s, such as Gypsy[image: External link] (1993), Cinderella[image: External link] (1997) and Annie[image: External link] (1999). Several made for TV musicals in the first decade of the 21st century were adaptations of the stage version, such as South Pacific[image: External link] (2001), The Music Man[image: External link] (2003) and Once Upon A Mattress[image: External link] (2005), and a televised version of the stage musical Legally Blonde[image: External link] in 2007. Additionally, several musicals were filmed on stage and broadcast on Public Television, for example Contact in 2002 and Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link] and Oklahoma! in 2003. The made-for-TV musical High School Musical[image: External link] (2006), and its several sequels, enjoyed particular success and were adapted for stage musicals and other media. In 2013, NBC[image: External link] began a series of live television broadcasts of musicals with The Sound of Music Live![image: External link][86] Although the production received mixed reviews, it was a ratings success.[87] Further broadcasts have included Peter Pan Live![image: External link] (NBC 2014), The Wiz Live![image: External link] (NBC 2015),[88] a UK broadcast, The Sound of Music Live[image: External link] ( ITV[image: External link] 2015)[89] and Grease: Live[image: External link] ( Fox[image: External link] 2016).[90][91]

Some television shows have set episodes as a musical. Examples include episodes of Ally McBeal[image: External link], Xena[image: External link], the Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link] episode Once More, with Feeling[image: External link], That's So Raven[image: External link], Daria[image: External link], Dexter's Laboratory[image: External link], The Powerpuff Girls[image: External link], The Flash[image: External link], Once Upon a Time[image: External link], Oz[image: External link], Scrubs[image: External link] (one episode was written by the creators of Avenue Q), Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link], episode "Mayhem of the Music Meister"[image: External link], and the 100th episode of That '70s Show[image: External link], called That '70s Musical[image: External link]. Others have included scenes where characters suddenly begin singing and dancing in a musical-theatre style during an episode, such as in several episodes of The Simpsons[image: External link], 30 Rock[image: External link], Hannah Montana[image: External link], South Park[image: External link], Bob's Burgers[image: External link] and Family Guy[image: External link]. The television series Cop Rock[image: External link] extensively used the musical format, as do the series Flight of the Conchords[image: External link], Glee[image: External link], Smash[image: External link] and Crazy Ex-Girlfriend[image: External link].

There have also been musicals made for the internet, including Dr. Horrible's Sing-Along Blog[image: External link], about a low-rent super-villain played by Neil Patrick Harris[image: External link]. It was written during the WGA writer's strike[image: External link].[92] Since 2006, reality TV shows have been used to help market musical revivals by holding a talent competition to cast (usually female) leads. Examples of these are How Do You Solve a Problem Like Maria?[image: External link], Grease: You're the One that I Want![image: External link], Any Dream Will Do[image: External link], Legally Blonde: The Musical – The Search for Elle Woods[image: External link], I'd Do Anything[image: External link] and Over the Rainbow[image: External link].
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 International musicals




The U.S. and Britain were the most active sources of book musicals from the 19th century through much of the 20th century (although Europe produced various forms of popular light opera[image: External link] and operetta, for example Spanish Zarzuela[image: External link], during that period and even earlier). However, the light musical stage in other countries has become more active in recent decades.

Musicals from other English-speaking countries (notably Australia and Canada) often do well locally, and occasionally even reach Broadway or the West End (e.g., The Boy from Oz[image: External link] and The Drowsy Chaperone). South Africa[image: External link] has an active musical theatre scene, with revues like African Footprint and Umoja and book musicals, such as Kat and the Kings[image: External link] and Sarafina![image: External link] touring internationally. Locally, musicals like Vere, Love and Green Onions, Over the Rainbow: the all-new all-gay... extravaganza and Bangbroek Mountain and In Briefs – a queer little Musical have been produced successfully.

Successful musicals from continental Europe include shows from (among other countries) Germany ( Elixier[image: External link] and Ludwig II[image: External link]), Austria (Tanz der Vampire[image: External link], Elisabeth[image: External link], Mozart![image: External link] and Rebecca[image: External link]), Czech Republic ( Dracula[image: External link]), France (Notre Dame de Paris[image: External link], Les Misérables, Roméo et Juliette[image: External link] and Mozart, l'opéra rock[image: External link]) and Spain (Hoy No Me Puedo Levantar[image: External link] and The Musical Sancho Panza[image: External link]).

Japan has recently seen the growth of an indigenous form of musical theatre, both animated and live action, mostly based on Anime[image: External link] and Manga[image: External link], such as Kiki's Delivery Service[image: External link] and Tenimyu[image: External link]. The popular Sailor Moon[image: External link] metaseries has had twenty-nine Sailor Moon musicals[image: External link], spanning thirteen years. Beginning in 1914, a series of popular revues[image: External link] have been performed by the all-female Takarazuka Revue[image: External link], which currently fields five performing troupes. Elsewhere in Asia, the Indian Bollywood[image: External link] musical, mostly in the form of motion pictures, is tremendously successful.[93]

Hong Kong[image: External link]'s first modern musical, produced in both Cantonese[image: External link] and Mandarin[image: External link], is Snow.Wolf.Lake[image: External link] (1997). Beginning with a 2002 tour of Les Misérables, numerous Western musicals have been imported to mainland China and staged in English.[94] Attempts at localizing Western productions in China began in 2008 when Fame[image: External link] was produced in Mandarin with a full Chinese cast at the Central Academy of Drama[image: External link] in Beijing.[95] Since then, other western productions have been staged in China in Mandarin with a Chinese cast. The first Chinese production in the style of Western musical theatre was The Gold Sand in 2005.[94] In addition, Li Dun, a well-known Chinese producer, produced Butterflies, based on a classic Chinese love tragedy, in 2007 as well as Love U Teresa in 2011.[94]

Other countries with an especially active musicals scene include the Netherlands, Italy, Poland, Sweden, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Russia, and Turkey.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Amateur and school productions




Musicals are often presented by amateur[image: External link] and school groups in churches, schools and other performance spaces.[96][97] Although amateur theatre has existed for centuries, even in the New World,[98] François Cellier[image: External link] and Cunningham Bridgeman wrote, in 1914, that prior to the late 19th century, amateur actors were treated with contempt by professionals. After the formation of amateur Gilbert and Sullivan companies licensed to perform the Savoy operas[image: External link], professionals recognized that the amateur societies "support the culture of music and the drama. They are now accepted as useful training schools for the legitimate stage, and from the volunteer ranks have sprung many present-day favourites."[99] The National Operatic and Dramatic Association[image: External link] was founded in the UK in 1899. It reported, in 1914, that nearly 200 amateur dramatic societies were producing Gilbert and Sullivan operas in Britain that year.[99] Similarly, more than 100 community theatres were founded in the US in the early 20th century. This number has grown to an estimated 18,000 in the US.[98] The Educational Theater Association in the US has nearly 5,000 member schools.[100]
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 Relevance




The Broadway League[image: External link] announced that in the 2007–08 season, 12.27 million tickets were purchased for Broadway shows for a gross sale amount of almost a billion dollars.[101] The League further reported that during the 2006–07 season, approximately 65% of Broadway tickets were purchased by tourists, and that foreign tourists were 16% of attendees.[102] The Society of London Theatre reported that 2007 set a record for attendance in London. Total attendees in the major commercial and grant-aided theatres in Central London were 13.6 million, and total ticket revenues were £469.7 million.[103] Also, the international musicals scene has been particularly active in recent years. Stephen Sondheim commented in the year 2000:


You have two kinds of shows on Broadway – revivals and the same kind of musicals over and over again, all spectacles. You get your tickets for The Lion King a year in advance, and essentially a family ... pass on to their children the idea that that's what the theater is – a spectacular musical you see once a year, a stage version of a movie. It has nothing to do with theater at all. It has to do with seeing what is familiar. ... I don't think the theatre will die per se, but it's never going to be what it was.... It's a tourist attraction."[104]



However, noting the success in recent decades of original material, and creative re-imaginings of film, plays and literature, theatre historian John Kenrick[image: External link] countered:


"Is the Musical dead? ... Absolutely not! Changing? Always! The musical has been changing ever since Offenbach[image: External link] did his first rewrite in the 1850s. And change is the clearest sign that the musical is still a living, growing genre. Will we ever return to the so-called 'golden age,' with musicals at the center of popular culture? Probably not. Public taste has undergone fundamental changes, and the commercial arts can only flow where the paying public allows."[30]
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Founding Fathers of the United States






The Founding Fathers of the United States are those individuals of the Thirteen Colonies in North America[image: External link] who led the American Revolution against the authority of the British Crown[image: External link] in word and deed and contributed to the establishment of the United States of America.[2]

Historian Richard B. Morris[image: External link] in 1973 identified the following seven figures as the key Founding Fathers: John Adams, Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and George Washington.[3][4] Adams, Jefferson, and Franklin were members of the Committee of Five that drafted the Declaration of Independence. Hamilton, Madison, and Jay were authors of The Federalist Papers, advocating ratification of the Constitution. Jay, Adams and Franklin negotiated the Treaty of Paris (1783)[image: External link] that would end the American Revolutionary War[image: External link].[5] Washington was Commander-in-Chief[image: External link] of the Continental Army and was President of the Constitutional Convention. Washington, Jay and Franklin are considered the Founding Fathers of U.S. Intelligence by the CIA[image: External link].[6] All held additional important roles in the early government of the United States, with Washington, Adams, Jefferson, and Madison serving as President. Four of these seven - Washington, Jay, Hamilton and Madison - did not sign the Declaration of Independence.[7]

The term Founding Fathers is sometimes used to refer to the Signers[image: External link] of the embossed version of the Declaration of Independence in 1776.[8] It is not to be confused with the term Framers; the Framers are defined by the National Archives[image: External link] as those 55 individuals who were appointed to be delegates to the 1787 Constitutional Convention and took part in drafting the proposed Constitution of the United States. Of the 55 Framers, only 39 were signers of the Constitution.[9][10] Two further groupings of Founding Founders include: 1) those who signed the Continental Association[image: External link], a trade ban and one of the colonists' first collective volleys protesting British control and the Intolerable Acts[image: External link] in 1774 [11] or 2) those who signed the Articles of Confederation, the first U.S. constitutional document.[12]

The phrase "Founding Fathers" is a twentieth-century appellation, first coined by Warren G. Harding[image: External link] in 1916.[13] In the 19th century, they were referred to as simply, the "Fathers". Some historians have begun to eschew the limiting Great Man theory[image: External link] associated with the term "Founding Fathers" and apply it to a broader group of people, that includes not only Morris' "Seven" or the Signers or the Framers but also all those, no matter their race or gender, who, whether as politicians, jurists, statesmen, soldiers, diplomats, or ordinary citizens, took part in winning U.S. independence and creating the United States of America.[14][15]



TOP
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 Background




The First Continental Congress[image: External link] met briefly in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1774 and consisted of fifty-six delegates from twelve of the Thirteen Colonies (excluding Georgia[image: External link]) that became the United States of America. On the list of attendees was George Washington, who would soon be drawn out of military retirement to command the Continental Army during the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]. Also in attendance was Patrick Henry[image: External link], and John Adams, who were elected by their respective colonial assemblies. Other notable delegates included Samuel Adams[image: External link] from Massachusetts, John Dickinson[image: External link] from Pennsylvania and New York's John Jay. This congress in addition to formulating appeals to the British crown, established the Continental Association[image: External link] to administer boycott actions against Britain.

When the Second Continental Congress came together on May 10, 1775, it was, in effect, a reconvening of the First Congress. Many of the same 56 delegates who attended the first meeting participated in the second.[16] Notable new arrivals included Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] and Robert Morris[image: External link] of Pennsylvania, John Hancock[image: External link] of Massachusetts, and John Witherspoon[image: External link] of New Jersey. Hancock was elected Congress President two weeks into the session when Peyton Randolph[image: External link] was summoned back to Virginia to preside over the House of Burgesses[image: External link]. Thomas Jefferson replaced Randolph in the Virginia congressional delegation.[17] The second Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence. Witherspoon was the only active clergyman to sign the Declaration. He also signed the Articles of Confederation and attended the New Jersey (1787) convention that ratified the Federal Constitution.[18]

The newly founded country of the United States had to create a new government to replace the British Parliament[image: External link]. The U.S. adopted the Articles of Confederation, a declaration that established a national government which was made up of a one-house legislature. Its ratification by all thirteen colonies gave the second Congress a new name: the Congress of the Confederation, which met from 1781 to 1789.[19] Later, the Constitutional Convention took place during the summer of 1787, in Philadelphia.[20] Although the Convention was called to revise the Articles of Confederation, the intention from the outset of many – chiefly James Madison and Alexander Hamilton – was to create a new frame of government rather than attempting to fix the existing one. The delegates elected George Washington to preside over the Convention. The result of the Convention was the United States Constitution[image: External link].
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 Interesting facts and commonalities




The Founding Fathers represented a cross-section of 18th-century U.S. leadership. Almost all of them were well-educated men of means who were leaders in their communities. Many were also prominent in national affairs. Virtually every one had taken part in the American Revolution; at least 29 had served in the Continental Army, most of them in positions of command. Scholars have examined the collective biography of them as well as the signers of the Declaration and the Constitution.[21]
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 Education




Many of the Founding Fathers attended or held degrees from the colonial colleges[image: External link], the earliest of these being Harvard[image: External link] (1636), the College of William and Mary[image: External link] (1693), King William's School[image: External link] (1696) and Yale[image: External link] (1701). Some had previously been home schooled or obtained early instruction from private tutors or academies.[22] Others had studied abroad. Ironically, Benjamin Franklin who had little formal education himself would ultimately establish the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] based on European models (1740); "Penn" would have the first medical school (1765) in the thirteen colonies where another Founder, Benjamin Rush[image: External link] would eventually teach.

With a limited number of professional schools established in the U.S., Founders also sought advanced degrees from traditional institutions in England and Scotland such as the University of Edinburgh[image: External link] and University of St. Andrews[image: External link].
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 Colleges attended





	College of William and Mary: Thomas Jefferson [23]


	Harvard University: John Adams, John Hancock and William Williams[image: External link]


	King's College (today's Columbia University[image: External link]): John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, Gouverneur Morris, Robert R. Livingston[image: External link], and Egbert Benson[image: External link].[24]


	
Princeton[image: External link]: James Madison, Gunning Bedford, Jr.[image: External link], Aaron Burr, Benjamin Rush and William Paterson[image: External link]


	University of Pennsylvania: Hugh Williamson

	Yale: Oliver Wolcott[image: External link]


	
James Wilson[image: External link] attended University of St. Andrews[image: External link] and University of Edinburgh though he never received a degree.
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 Advanced degrees and apprenticeships
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 Doctors of medicine





	University of Edinburgh: Rush [25]


	University of Utrecht, Netherlands: Williamson
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 Theology





	University of Edinburgh: Witherspoon (attended, no degree)

	University of St. Andrews : Witherspoon (honorary doctorate)
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 Legal apprenticeships




Several like John Jay, James Wilson, John Williams and George Wythe[image: External link][26] were trained as lawyers through apprenticeships in the colonies while a few trained at the Inns of Court[image: External link] in London.
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 Self-taught or little formal education




Franklin, Washington, John Williams[image: External link] and Henry Wisner[image: External link] had little formal education and were largely self-taught[image: External link] or learned through apprenticeship[image: External link].
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 Demographics





	Most of the Founding Fathers were natives of the Thirteen Colonies. At least nine were born elsewhere: four (Butler, Fitzsimons, McHenry, and Paterson) in Ireland[image: External link], two (Davie and Robert Morris) in England[image: External link], two (Wilson and Witherspoon) in Scotland[image: External link], and one (Hamilton) in the West Indies[image: External link].

	Many of them had moved from one state to another. Eighteen had already lived, studied or worked in more than one state or colony: Baldwin, Bassett, Bedford, Davie, Dickinson, Few, Franklin, Ingersoll, Hamilton, Livingston, Alexander Martin, Luther Martin, Mercer, Gouverneur Morris, Robert Morris, Read, Sherman, and Williamson.

	Several others had studied or traveled abroad.
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 Political experience




The Founding Fathers had extensive political experience. Many had been members of the Continental Congress[image: External link]. Nearly all of the 55 Constitutional Convention delegates had experience in colonial and state government, and the majority had held county and local offices.[27]


	
Thomas Mifflin[image: External link] and Nathaniel Gorham[image: External link] had served as President of the Continental Congress[image: External link].

	The ones who lacked congressional experience were Bassett[image: External link], Blair[image: External link], Brearly[image: External link], Broom[image: External link], Davie[image: External link], Dayton[image: External link], Alexander Martin[image: External link], Luther Martin[image: External link], Mason[image: External link], McClurg[image: External link], Paterson[image: External link], Charles Pinckney[image: External link], Strong[image: External link], Washington and Yates[image: External link].

	Eight men ( Clymer[image: External link], Franklin[image: External link], Gerry[image: External link], Robert Morris[image: External link], Read[image: External link], Roger Sherman[image: External link], Wilson[image: External link], and Wythe[image: External link]) had signed the Declaration of Independence.

	Six ( Carroll[image: External link], Dickinson[image: External link], Gerry[image: External link], Gouverneur Morris[image: External link], Robert Morris[image: External link], and Roger Sherman[image: External link]) had signed the Articles of Confederation.

	Two, Sherman and Robert Morris, three of the nation's historical documents.

	Dickinson, Franklin, Langdon, and Rutledge had been governors.
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 Occupations and finances




The Founding Fathers practiced a wide range of high and middle-status occupations[image: External link], and many pursued more than one career simultaneously. They did not differ dramatically from the Loyalists, except they were generally younger and less senior in their professions.[28] A few of them were wealthy or had financial resources that ranged from good to excellent, but there are other founders who were less than wealthy. On the whole they were less wealthy than the Loyalists.[29]


	As many as thirty-five had legal training[image: External link], though not all of them practiced law[image: External link]. Some had also been local judges[image: External link].[30]


	At the time of the convention, 13 men were merchants[image: External link]: Blount, Broom, Clymer, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Shields, Gilman, Gorham, Langdon, Robert Morris, Pierce, Sherman, and Wilson.

	Seven were major land speculators[image: External link]: Blount, Dayton, Fitzsimmons, Gorham, Robert Morris, Washington, and Wilson.

	Eleven speculated in securities[image: External link] on a large scale: Bedford, Blair, Clymer, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Franklin, King, Langdon, Robert Morris, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, and Sherman.

	Fifteen owned or managed slave[image: External link]-operated plantations[image: External link] or large farms[image: External link]: Bassett, Blair, Blount, Davie,[31] Johnson, Butler, Carroll, Jenifer, Madison, Mason, Charles Pinckney, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney[image: External link], Rutledge, Spaight, and Washington.

	Many wealthy Northerners owned domestic slaves: Franklin later freed his slaves[image: External link] and was a key founder of the Pennsylvania Abolition Society[image: External link]. Jay founded the New York Manumission Society in 1785, for which Hamilton became an officer. They and other members of the Society founded the African Free School in New York City, to educate the children of free blacks and slaves. When Jay was governor of New York in 1798, he signed into law a gradual abolition law; fully ending slavery as of 1827. He freed his own slaves in 1798.

	Broom and Few were small farmers[image: External link].

	Eight of the men received a substantial part of their income from public office: Baldwin, Blair, Brearly, Gilman, Livingston, Madison, and Rutledge.

	Three had retired[image: External link] from active economic endeavors: Franklin, McHenry, and Mifflin.

	Franklin and Williamson were scientists[image: External link], in addition to their other activities.

	McClurg, McHenry, Rush, and Williamson were physicians[image: External link]


	Johnson and Witherspoon were college presidents[image: External link].
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 Religion




Franklin T. Lambert (2003) has examined the religious affiliations and beliefs of the Founders. Of the 55 delegates to the 1787 Constitutional Convention, 28 were Anglicans[image: External link] (in the Church of England[image: External link]; or Episcopalian[image: External link], after the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] was won), 21 were Protestants[image: External link], and two were Roman Catholics[image: External link] (D. Carroll, and Fitzsimons).[32] Among the Protestant delegates to the Constitutional Convention, eight were Presbyterians[image: External link], seven were Congregationalists[image: External link], two were Lutherans[image: External link], two were Dutch Reformed[image: External link], and two were Methodists[image: External link].[32]

A few prominent Founding Fathers were anti-clerical[image: External link] Christians such as Thomas Jefferson,[33][34][35] who constructed the Jefferson Bible, and Benjamin Franklin.[36]

Historian Gregg L. Frazer argues that the leading Founders (Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, Wilson, Morris, Madison, Hamilton, and Washington) were neither Christians nor Deists, but rather supporters of a hybrid "theistic rationalism[image: External link]".[37]

The Faiths of the Founding Fathers[image: External link] is a book that that discusses the religion held by the founding fathers, written in 2006 by historian of U.S. religion David L. Holmes[image: External link].
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 Ownership of slaves and position on slavery




See also: George Washington and slavery[image: External link] and Thomas Jefferson and slavery


One of the greatest contradictions of the Founding Fathers was their disunity with regard to slavery at a time that they were seeking liberty for themselves. In her study of Thomas Jefferson, historian Annette Gordon-Reed emphasizes this irony, "Others of the founders held slaves, but no other founder drafted the charter for freedom, "[38] In addition to Jefferson, George Washington, John Jay and many other of the Founding Fathers practiced slavery but were also conflicted by the institution which many saw as immoral and politically divisive.[39] Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] owned slaves (though Franklin later became an abolitionist[image: External link]).[40] John Jay would try unsuccessfully to abolish slavery as early as 1777 in the State of New York but was overruled (though he would later sign the Gradual Emancipation Act into law while Governor).[41] Alexander Hamilton opposed slavery, as his experiences in life left him very familiar with slavery and its effect on slaves and on slaveholders,[42] although he did negotiate slave transactions for his wife's family, the Schuylers.[43] John Adams, Samuel Adams, and Thomas Paine never owned slaves [44]

Slaves and slavery[image: External link] are mentioned only indirectly in the 1787 Constitution. For example, Article 1, Section 2, Clause 3[image: External link] prescribes that "three fifths of all other Persons" are to be counted for the apportionment of seats in the House of Representatives and direct taxes. Additionally, in Article 4, Section 2, Clause 3[image: External link], slaves are referred to as "persons held in service or labor".[40][45] The Founding Fathers, however, did make important efforts to contain slavery. Many Northern states had adopted legislation to end or significantly reduce slavery during and after the American Revolution.[45] In 1782 Virginia[image: External link] passed a manumission[image: External link] law that allowed slave owners to free their slaves by will or deed.[46] As a result, thousands of slaves were manumitted in Virginia.[46] Thomas Jefferson, in 1784, proposed to ban slavery in all the Western Territories, which failed to pass Congress by one vote.[45] Partially following Jefferson's plan, Congress did ban slavery in the Northwest Ordinance of 1787[image: External link], for lands north of the Ohio River[image: External link].[45]

The international slave trade[image: External link] was banned in all states except South Carolina[image: External link], by 1800. Finally in 1807, President Jefferson called for and signed into law a Federally-enforced ban on the international slave trade throughout the U.S. and its territories. It became a federal crime to import or export a slave.[47] However, the domestic slave trade[image: External link] was allowed, for expansion, or for diffusion of slavery into the Louisiana Territory[image: External link].[48]
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 Attendance at conventions




In the winter and spring of 1786–1787, twelve of the thirteen states chose a total of 74 delegates to attend the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia. Nineteen delegates chose not to accept election or attend the debates; for example, Patrick Henry[image: External link] of Virginia thought that state politics were far more interesting and important than national politics, though during the ratification controversy of 1787–1788 he claimed, "I smelled a rat." Rhode Island did not send delegates because of its politicians' suspicions of the Convention delegates' motivations. As the colony was founded by Roger Williams[image: External link] as a sanctuary for Baptists[image: External link], Rhode Island's absence at the Convention in part explains the absence of Baptist affiliation among those who did attend. Of the 55 who did attend at some point, no more than 38 delegates showed up at one time.[49]
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 Spouses and children




Most of the Founding Fathers married and had children. Many of their spouses, like Eliza Schuyler Hamilton[image: External link], Martha Washington[image: External link], Abigail Adams[image: External link], Sarah Livingston Jay, Dolley Madison, Mary White Morris and Catherine Alexander Duer were strong women and made significant contributions of their own to the fight for liberty.[50]

Sherman fathered the largest family: 15 children by two wives. At least nine (Bassett, Brearly, Johnson, Mason, Paterson, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Sherman, Wilson, and Wythe) married more than once. Four (Baldwin, Gilman, Jenifer, and Alexander Martin) were lifelong bachelors[image: External link]. Many of the delegates also had children conceived illegitimately[image: External link].[51] George Washington, "The Father of our Country,"[52] had no biological descendants.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Charters of freedom and historical documents of the United States




The National Archives and Records Administration[image: External link] also known as NARA, defines U.S. Founding Documents, or Charters of Freedom[image: External link], as the Declaration of Independence (1776), The Constitution (1787) and the Bill of Rights (1791). These original instruments which represent the philosophy of the United States are housed in Washington, D.C. in the NARA Rotunda.[53] The Library of Congress[image: External link] further identifies the Articles of Confederation, also preserved at NARA, as a primary U.S. document.[54] The Articles of Confederation served as the first constitution of the United States until its replacement by the present Constitution on March 4, 1789.

Signatories of two of the Charters of Freedom, The Articles of Confederation and the Continental Association are indicated below. (Continental Association (CA), Declaration of Independence (DI), Articles of Confederation (AC), and the United States Constitution (USC)):



	Name
	Province/State
	CA (1774)
	DI (1776)
	AC (1777)
	USC (1787)



	Andrew Adams[image: External link]
	Connecticut[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	



	John Adams
	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	



	Samuel Adams[image: External link]
	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	



	Thomas Adams[image: External link]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	



	John Alsop[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	



	Abraham Baldwin[image: External link]
	Georgia[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes



	John Banister[image: External link]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	



	Josiah Bartlett[image: External link]
	New Hampshire[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	Yes
	



	Richard Bassett[image: External link]
	Delaware[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes



	Gunning Bedford, Jr.[image: External link]
	Delaware[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes



	Edward Biddle[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	



	John Blair[image: External link]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes



	Richard Bland[image: External link]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
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	Connecticut[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	Yes
	



	Richard Hutson[image: External link]
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	



	Jared Ingersoll[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
	Yes
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	Yes
	
	
	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
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	Yes
	
	Yes
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	Yes
	
	
	



	John Witherspoon[image: External link]
	New Jersey[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	Yes
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	Connecticut[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	Yes
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	Yes
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 Post-constitution life




Subsequent events in the lives of the Founding Fathers after the adoption of the Constitution were characterized by success or failure, reflecting the abilities of these men as well as the vagaries of fate.[55] Washington, Adams, Jefferson and Madison served in highest U.S. office of President. Jay would be elected to two terms as Governor of New York.

Seven (Fitzsimons, Gorham, Luther Martin, Mifflin, Robert Morris, Pierce, and Wilson) suffered serious financial reversals that left them in or near bankruptcy; in fact, Robert Morris spent three of the last years of his life imprisoned following bad land deals.[50] Two, Blount and Dayton, were involved in possibly treasonous activities. Yet, as they had done before the convention, most of the group continued to render public service, particularly to the new government they had helped to create.
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 Youth and longevity




Many of the Founding Fathers were under 40 years old at the time of the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776: James Armistead Lafayette[image: External link] was 15, Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link] was 18, Alexander Hamilton was 19, Aaron Burr was 20, Gouverneur Morris[image: External link] and Betsy Ross[image: External link] were 24. The oldest were Benjamin Franklin, 70 and Samuel Whittemore[image: External link], 81.[56]

Secretary Charles Thomson[image: External link] lived to the age of 94. Johnson died at 92. John Adams lived to the age of 90. A few — Franklin, Jay, Jefferson, Madison, Hugh Williamson[image: External link], and George Wythe[image: External link] — lived into their eighties. Approximately 16 died in their seventies, 21 in their sixties, 8 in their fifties, and 5 in their forties. Three (Alexander Hamilton[image: External link], Richard Dobbs Spaight[image: External link] and Button Gwinnett[image: External link]) were killed in duels.

Political adversaries John Adams and Thomas Jefferson both died on the same day - July 4, 1826 [57]

The last remaining founders, also called the "Last of the Romans[image: External link]", lived well into the nineteenth century.[58]
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 Founders who were not signatories or delegates




The following men and women are also recognized by many as having been founders of the United States based upon their significant contributions to the formation of American nation and democracy.


	
Abigail Adams[image: External link], advisor, First Lady[image: External link] and mother of a president.[59]


	
Ethan Allen[image: External link], military and political leader in Vermont.[60]


	
Richard Allen[image: External link], African-American bishop.[61]


	
John Bartram[image: External link], botanist, horticulturist and explorer.[62]


	
Egbert Benson[image: External link], politician from New York.[63]


	
Elias Boudinot[image: External link], New Jersey[image: External link] delegate to Continental Congress.[64]


	
Aaron Burr, Vice President[image: External link] under Jefferson.[65]


	
George Rogers Clark[image: External link], army general.[66]


	
George Clinton[image: External link], New York[image: External link] governor and Vice President[image: External link] of the U.S.[14]


	
Tench Coxe[image: External link], economist in Continental Congress.[67]


	
William Richardson Davie[image: External link], delegate to the Constitutional Convention (leaving before he could sign it), and Governor of North Carolina[image: External link].

	
Albert Gallatin[image: External link], politician and Treasury Secretary.[68]


	
Horatio Gates[image: External link], army general.[66]


	
Nathanael Greene[image: External link], army general.[66]


	
Nathan Hale[image: External link], captured U.S. soldier executed in 1776.[59]


	
Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton, wife of Alexander Hamilton [69][70]


	
James Iredell[image: External link], advocate for Constitution, judge.[14]


	
John Paul Jones[image: External link], navy captain.[66]


	
Henry Knox[image: External link], army general, Secretary of War[image: External link].[14]


	
Tadeusz Kościuszko[image: External link], Polish army general.[68]


	
Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette, French army general.[68]


	
Henry Lee III[image: External link], army officer and Virginia governor.[66]


	
Robert R. Livingston[image: External link], diplomat and jurist.[59]


	
William Maclay[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link] politician and U.S. Senator.[14]


	
Dolley Madison, spouse of President James Madison.[59]


	
John Marshall[image: External link], fourth Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link].[59]


	
George Mason[image: External link], revolutionary writer, co-father of the Bill of Rights.[71]


	
Philip Mazzei[image: External link], Italian physician, merchant and author.[72]


	
James Monroe, fifth President of the United States[73]


	
Daniel Morgan[image: External link], military hero and Virginia Congressman.[66]


	
James Otis, Jr.[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link] lawyer and politician.[74]


	
Thomas Paine[image: External link], author of Common Sense[image: External link].[75][76]


	
Andrew Pickens[image: External link], army general and SC[image: External link] congressman.[66]


	
Timothy Pickering[image: External link], U.S. Secretary of State from Massachusetts.[77]


	
Israel Putnam[image: External link], army general.[78]


	
Edmund Randolph[image: External link], first United States Attorney General[image: External link].[79]


	
Jean-Baptiste Donatien de Vimeur, comte de Rochambeau[image: External link], French army general.[68]


	
Haym Solomon[image: External link], financier and spy for Continental Army.[80]


	
Thomas Sumter[image: External link], SC[image: External link] military hero and congressman.[66]


	
Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben[image: External link], Prussian[image: External link] officer.[68]


	
Joseph Warren[image: External link], doctor, revolutionary leader.[78]


	
Mercy Otis Warren[image: External link], political writer.[14]


	
Anthony Wayne[image: External link], army general and politician.[66]


	
Noah Webster[image: External link], writer, lexicographer[image: External link], educator.[81]


	
Thomas Willing[image: External link], banker.[82]


	
Paine Wingate[image: External link], oldest survivor, Continental Congress[image: External link].[83][84]
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 Legacy
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 Institutions formed by Founders




Several Founding Fathers were instrumental in establishing schools and societal institutions that still exist today:


	Benjamin Franklin founded the University of Pennsylvania, while Jefferson founded the University of Virginia[image: External link].

	Benjamin Rush founded Dickinson College and Franklin College, (today Franklin and Marshall[image: External link]) as well as the College of Physicians of Philadelphia[image: External link], the oldest medical society in America.

	Alexander Hamilton founded the New York Post, as well as the United States Coast Guard.

	
Henry Knox[image: External link] [85] helped found the Society of the Cincinnati in 1783; the society was predicated on service as an officer in the Revolutionary War and heredity. Members included Washington, Hamilton and Burr. Other Founders like Sam Adams, John Adams, Franklin and Jay criticized the formation of what they considered to be an elitist body and threat to the Constitution. Franklin would later accept an honorary membership though Jay declined.[86]
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 Scholarship on the Founders




Articles and books by twenty-first century historians combined with the digitization of primary sources like handwritten letters continue to contribute to an encyclopedic body of knowledge about the Founding Fathers.
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 Living historians whose focus is the Founding Fathers




Ron Chernow won the Pulitzer Prize for his biography of George Washington. His bestselling book about Alexander Hamilton inspired the blockbuster musical of the same name.

Joseph J. Ellis[image: External link] - According to Ellis, the concept of the Founding Fathers of the U.S. emerged in the 1820s as the last survivors died out. Ellis says "the founders", or "the fathers", comprised an aggregate of semi-sacred figures whose particular accomplishments and singular achievements were decidedly less important than their sheer presence as a powerful but faceless symbol of past greatness. For the generation of national leaders coming of age in the 1820s and 1830s – men like Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay[image: External link], Daniel Webster[image: External link], and John C. Calhoun[image: External link] – "the founders" represented a heroic but anonymous abstraction whose long shadow fell across all followers and whose legendary accomplishments defied comparison.


"We can win no laurels in a war for independence," Webster acknowledged in 1825. "Earlier and worthier hands have gathered them all. Nor are there places for us ... [as] the founders of states. Our fathers have filled them. But there remains to us a great duty of defence and preservation."[87]



Joanne B. Freeman Freeman's area of expertise is the life and legacy of Alexander Hamilton as well as political culture of the revolutionary and early national eras.[88][89][90] Freeman has documented the often opposing visions of the Founding Fathers as they tried to build a new framework for governance, "Regional distrust, personal animosity, accusation, suspicion, implication, and denouncement—this was the tenor of national politics from the outset.” [91]

Annette Gordon-Reed[image: External link] is an American historian and Harvard Law School[image: External link] professor. She is noted for changing scholarship on Thomas Jefferson regarding his relationship with Sally Hemings and her children. She has studied the challenges facing the Founding Fathers particularly as it relates to their position and actions on slavery. She points out "the central dilemma at the heart of American democracy: the desire to create a society based on liberty and equality" that yet does not extend those privileges to all." [38]

Jack N. Rakove[image: External link] - Thomas Jefferson

Peter S. Onuf[image: External link] - Thomas Jefferson
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 Noted collections of the Founding Fathers





	Adams Papers Project

	Founders Online



The Founders Online is a searchable database of over 178,000 documents authored by or addressed to George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams (and family), Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, and James Madison.


	The Papers of Alexander Hamilton

	
The Selected Papers of John Jay[image: External link], Columbia University

	
The Papers of Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] at Princeton University

	
The Papers of James Madison at University of Virginia

	The Washington Papers[image: External link]

	
The Franklin Papers at Yale
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 In stage and film




The Founding Fathers were portrayed in the Tony Award[image: External link] winning musical 1776, a stage production about the debates over, and eventual adoption of, the Declaration of Independence; the popular performance was later turned into the 1972 film

More recently, several of the Founding Fathers - Hamilton, Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Laurens and Burr - were reimagined in Hamilton an acclaimed production about the life of Alexander Hamilton, with music, lyrics and book by Lin-Manuel Miranda.The show was inspired by the 2004 biography Alexander Hamilton[image: External link] by historian Ron Chernow.The groundbreaking rap musical won 11 Tony Awards [92]
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 Children's books




In their 2015 children's book, The Founding Fathers author Jonah Winter and illustrator Barry Blitt[image: External link] categorized 14 leading patriots into two teams based on their contributions to the formation of America - the Varsity Squad (Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, John Adams, Madison, Jay, and Hamilton) and the Junior Varsity Squad (Sam Adams, Hancock, Henry, Morris, Marshall, Rush, and Paine).[93]
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 See also





	
List of national founders[image: External link] (worldwide)

	History of the United States Constitution

	Rights of Englishmen[image: External link]

	Patriot (American Revolution)

	Sons of Liberty[image: External link]

	Military leadership in the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]
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For other uses, see Alexander Hamilton (disambiguation)[image: External link].
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	1st United States Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link]




	
In office

September 11, 1789 – January 31, 1795



	President
	George Washington



	Preceded by
	Position established



	Succeeded by
	Oliver Wolcott[image: External link]



	Senior Officer of the Army[image: External link]



	
In office

December 14, 1799 – June 15, 1800



	President
	John Adams



	Preceded by
	George Washington



	Succeeded by
	James Wilkinson[image: External link]



	Delegate to the Congress of the Confederation

from New York[image: External link]




	
In office

November 3, 1788 – March 2, 1789



	Preceded by
	Egbert Benson[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Seat abolished



	
In office

November 4, 1782 – June 21, 1783



	Preceded by
	Seat established



	Succeeded by
	Seat abolished



	Personal details



	Born
	January 11, 1755 or 1757

Charlestown[image: External link], Nevis[image: External link], British West Indies[image: External link]




	Died
	July 12, 1804 (aged 47 or 49)

New York City[image: External link], New York[image: External link], U.S.



	Resting place
	Trinity Church Cemetery



	Political party
	Federalist



	Spouse(s)
	Elizabeth Schuyler

(m. 1780; his death 1804)



	Children
	
Philip Hamilton

Angelica Hamilton

Alexander Hamilton Jr.

James Alexander Hamilton

John Church Hamilton

William S. Hamilton

Elizabeth Hamilton Holly[image: External link]

Philip Hamilton (the second)




	Education
	Columbia University[image: External link]



	Signature



	Military service



	Allegiance
	
 New York[image: External link]

 United States (1777–1800)




	Service/branch
	
New York Company of Artillery

Continental Army

 United States Army[image: External link]




	Years of service
	1775–1776 ( Militia[image: External link])

1776–1781

1798–1800



	Rank



	Commands
	U.S. Army Senior Officer[image: External link]



	Battles/wars
	
American Revolutionary War[image: External link]

 • Battle of Harlem Heights

 • Battle of White Plains

 • Battle of Trenton

 • Battle of Princeton

 • Battle of Brandywine

 • Battle of Germantown

 • Battle of Monmouth

 • Siege of Yorktown

Quasi-War[image: External link]





Alexander Hamilton (January 11, 1755 or 1757 – July 12, 1804) was an American statesman and one of the Founding Fathers of the United States. He was an influential interpreter and promoter of the U.S. Constitution[image: External link], as well as the founder of the nation's financial system, the Federalist Party, the United States Coast Guard, and The New York Post newspaper. As the first Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link], Hamilton was the main author of the economic policies of the George Washington administration[image: External link]. He took the lead in the funding of the states' debts by the Federal government[image: External link], as well as the establishment of a national bank, a system of tariffs, and friendly trade relations with Britain. His vision included a strong central government led by a vigorous executive branch,[1]:3–4 a strong commercial economy, with a national bank and support for manufacturing, plus a strong military. This was challenged by Virginia agrarians Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, who formed a rival party, the Democratic-Republican Party. They favored strong states based in rural America and protected by state militias as opposed to a strong national army and navy. They denounced Hamilton as too friendly toward Britain and toward monarchy in general, and too oriented toward cities, business and banking.

Hamilton was born out of wedlock in Charlestown[image: External link], Nevis[image: External link] to a married mother of English[image: External link] and French Huguenot[image: External link] ancestry[1]:8–9 and a Scottish[image: External link] father. His father, James A. Hamilton, was the fourth son of Alexander Hamilton, the laird[image: External link] of Grange, Ayrshire[image: External link]. Orphaned as a child by his mother's death and his father's abandonment, Hamilton was taken in by an older cousin and later by a prosperous merchant family. He was recognized for his intelligence and talent, and sponsored by a group of wealthy local men to travel to New York City[image: External link] to pursue his education. Hamilton attended King's College (now Columbia University[image: External link]), choosing to stay in the Thirteen Colonies to seek his fortune.

Discontinuing his studies before graduating when the college closed its doors during British occupation of the city,[2] Hamilton played a major role in the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]. At the start of the war in 1775, he joined a militia company. In early 1776, he raised a provincial artillery company, to which he was appointed captain. He soon became the senior aide to General Washington, the American forces' commander-in-chief. Hamilton was dispatched by Washington on numerous missions to convey plans to his generals. After the war, Hamilton was elected as a representative to the Congress of the Confederation from New York. He resigned to practice law, and founded the Bank of New York.

Hamilton was among those dissatisfied with the weak national government. He led the Annapolis Convention, which successfully influenced Congress to issue a call for the Philadelphia Convention in order to create a new constitution. He was an active participant at Philadelphia[image: External link], and he helped achieve ratification by writing 51 of the 85 installments of The Federalist Papers which, to this day, are the single most important reference for Constitutional interpretation[image: External link].[3]

Hamilton became the leading cabinet member in the new government under President Washington. He was a nationalist who emphasized strong central government and successfully argued that the implied powers[image: External link] of the Constitution provided the legal authority to fund the national debt[image: External link], assume states' debts, and create the government-backed Bank of the United States. These programs were funded primarily by a tariff on imports[image: External link], and later also by a highly controversial tax on whiskey[image: External link]. To overcome localism, Hamilton mobilized a nationwide network of friends of the government, especially bankers and businessmen, which became the Federalist Party. A major issue in the emergence of the American two-party system was the Jay Treaty, largely designed by Hamilton in 1794. It established friendly trade relations with Britain, to the chagrin of France and the supporters of the French Revolution[image: External link]. Hamilton played a central role in the Federalist party, which dominated national and state politics until it lost the election of 1800 to Jefferson's Democratic-Republican Party.

In 1795, he returned to the practice of law in New York. He tried to control the policies of President Adams (1797–1801). In 1798–99, Hamilton called for mobilization against France[image: External link] after the XYZ Affair[image: External link] and became commander of a new army[image: External link], which he readied for war. However, the Quasi-War[image: External link] was never officially declared and did not involve army action, though it was hard-fought at sea. In the end, President Adams found a diplomatic solution that avoided a war with France. Hamilton's opposition to Adams' re-election helped cause his defeat in the 1800 election. Jefferson and Aaron Burr tied for the presidency in the electoral college[image: External link] in 1801, and Hamilton helped to defeat Burr, whom he found unprincipled, and to elect Jefferson despite philosophical differences.

Hamilton continued his legal and business activities in New York City, and was active in ending the legality of the international slave trade. Vice President Burr ran for governor of New York State in 1804, and Hamilton crusaded against him as unworthy. Burr took offense and challenged him to a duel. Burr mortally wounded Hamilton, who died the next day.
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Alexander Hamilton was born and spent part of his childhood in Charlestown[image: External link], the capital of the island of Nevis[image: External link] in the Leeward Islands[image: External link] (part of the British West Indies[image: External link]). Hamilton and his older brother James Jr. (born 1753 - died 1786)[6] were born out of wedlock[image: External link] to Rachel Faucette, a married woman of British[image: External link] and French Huguenot[image: External link] descent,[1]:8 and James A. Hamilton, a Scottish[image: External link] man who was the fourth son of laird[image: External link] Alexander Hamilton of Grange, Ayrshire[image: External link].[7] Speculation that Hamilton's mother was of mixed race[image: External link], though persistent, is not substantiated by verifiable evidence.[1]:9,734–735[8]

It is not certain whether the year of Hamilton's birth was 1755 or 1757. Most historical evidence after Hamilton's arrival in North America supports the idea that he was born in 1757, including Hamilton's own writings.[9][10] Hamilton listed his birth year as 1757 when he first arrived in the Thirteen Colonies, and celebrated his birthday on January 11. In later life, he tended to give his age only in round figures. Historians accepted 1757 as his birth year until about 1930, when additional documentation of his early life in the Caribbean was published, initially in Danish[image: External link]. A probate[image: External link] paper from St. Croix in 1768, drafted after the death of Hamilton's mother, listed him as 13 years old, which has caused some historians since then to favor a birth year of 1755.[1]:17 Historians have speculated on possible reasons for two different years of birth to have appeared in historical documents. If 1755 is correct, Hamilton might have been trying to appear younger than his college classmates, or perhaps wished to avoid standing out as older.[1] If 1757 is correct, the single probate document indicating a birth year of 1755 may have simply included an error, or Hamilton might once have given his age as 13 after his mother's death in an attempt to appear older and more employable.[11] Historians have pointed out that the probate document contained other proven inaccuracies that demonstrated that it was not entirely reliable, and Richard Brookhiser[image: External link] noted that "a man is more likely to know his own birthday than a probate court."[12]

His mother moved with the young Hamilton to St. Croix[image: External link] in the Virgin Islands, then ruled by Denmark[image: External link]. She had been married previously to Johann Michael Lavien of St. Croix.[1]:10[7][note 1] Faucette left her husband and first son Peter, traveling to St. Kitts[image: External link] in 1750 where she met James Hamilton.[1]:12 Hamilton and Faucette moved together to her birthplace Nevis, where she had inherited property from her father.[1]:17

James Hamilton abandoned Rachel Faucette and their two sons, James Jr and Alexander, allegedly to "spar[e] [her] a charge of bigamy[image: External link]... after finding out that her first husband intend[ed] to divorce her under Danish law on grounds of adultery and desertion."[7] Thereafter, she supported her children in St. Croix, keeping a small store in Christiansted[image: External link]. She contracted a severe fever and died on February 19, 1768, 1:02 am, leaving Hamilton orphaned. This may have had severe emotional consequences for him, even by the standards of an 18th-century childhood.[13] In probate court[image: External link], Faucette's "first husband seized her estate"[7] and obtained the few valuables that she had owned, including some household silver. Many items were auctioned[image: External link] off, but a friend purchased the family's books and returned them to Hamilton.[1]:25

Hamilton became a clerk at local import-export firm Beekman and Cruger which traded with New York[image: External link] and New England[image: External link]; he was left in charge of the firm for five months in 1771 while the owner was at sea. He and James Jr. were briefly taken in by their cousin Peter Lytton; however, Lytton committed suicide. The brothers were subsequently separated.[1]:26 James apprenticed with a local carpenter, while Alexander was given a home by Nevis merchant Thomas Stevens. Some clues have led to speculating that Stevens may have been Alexander Hamilton's biological father: his son Edward Stevens[image: External link] became a close friend of Hamilton, the two boys were described as looking much alike, both were fluent in French[image: External link] and shared similar interests.[1]:27–30 However, this allegation, mostly based on the comments of Timothy Pickering[image: External link] on the resemblance between the two men, has always been vague and unsupported.[14] Rachel Faucette had been living on St. Kitts and Nevis for years at the time when Alexander was conceived, while Thomas Stevens lived on Antigua and St. Croix and James Hamilton Sr never disacknowledged his paternity, signing his letters to Alexander even in later years ”your very affectionate Father”.[15][16]

While Hamilton continued clerking, he remained an avid reader and later developed an interest in writing. He began to desire a life outside the island where he lived. He wrote a letter to his father that was a detailed account of a hurricane which had devastated Christiansted on August 30, 1772. Hugh Knox, a minister and journalist, published the letter in the Royal Danish-American Gazette. Chernow found the letter astounding for two reasons; first, that "for all its bombastic excesses, it does seem wondrous [that a] self-educated clerk could write with such verve and gusto," and second, that a teenage boy produced an apocalyptic "fire-and-brimstone sermon" viewing the hurricane as a "divine rebuke to human vanity and pomposity."[1]:37 The essay impressed community leaders, who collected a fund to send Hamilton to the North American colonies for his education.[17]
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The Church of England[image: External link] denied membership to Alexander and James Hamilton, Jr.—and education in the church school—because their parents were not legally married. They received "individual tutoring"[1]:17 and classes in a private school led by a Jewish[image: External link] headmistress[image: External link].[18] Alexander supplemented his education with a family library of 34 books.[1]:34

In October 1772, he arrived on the mainland and began learning fundamental subjects missing from his education. He attended the Elizabethtown Academy, a grammar school[image: External link] in Elizabethtown, New Jersey[image: External link]. In 1773, he studied with Francis Barber[image: External link] at Elizabethtown in preparation for college work. He came under the influence of William Livingston[image: External link], a leading intellectual and revolutionary, with whom he lived for a time at his Liberty Hall.[19][20] Hamilton entered The King's College in New York City[image: External link] (now Columbia University[image: External link]) in the autumn of 1773 "as a private student", and officially matriculated in May 1774.[21] His friend Robert Troup spoke glowingly of Hamilton's ability to clearly and concisely explain the rights and reasons that the patriots had in their case against the British, in what is credited as his first public appearance on July 6, 1774 at the liberty pole at King's College.[22] Hamilton, Troup, and four other undergraduates formed an unnamed literary society that is regarded as a precursor of the Philolexian Society[image: External link].[1]:53[23]

Church of England clergyman Samuel Seabury[image: External link] published a series of pamphlets promoting the Loyalist[image: External link] cause in 1774, to which Hamilton responded anonymously with his first political writings, A Full Vindication of the Measures of Congress and The Farmer Refuted. Seabury essentially tried to provoke fear in the colonies, and his main objective was to stop the potential union among the colonies.[24] Hamilton published two additional pieces attacking the Quebec Act[image: External link],[25] and may have also authored the fifteen anonymous installments of "The Monitor" for Holt's New York Journal.[26] Hamilton was a supporter of the Revolutionary cause at this pre-war stage, although he did not approve of mob reprisals against Loyalists. On May 10, 1775, Hamilton won credit for saving his college president Myles Cooper[image: External link], a Loyalist, from an angry mob by speaking to the crowd long enough for Cooper to escape.[27]

Hamilton was forced to discontinue his studies before graduating when the college closed its doors during British occupation of the city.[2] When the war ended, after some months of self study by July 1782 Hamilton passed the bar exam and was licensed to argue cases before the Supreme Court of the State of New York.[28]
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 During the Revolutionary War
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 Early military career




Further information: Hearts of Oak (New York militia)[image: External link]


In 1775, after the first engagement of American troops with the British at Lexington and Concord[image: External link], Hamilton and other King's College students joined a New York volunteer militia[image: External link] company called the Corsicans,[29] later renamed or reformed as the Hearts of Oak[image: External link].

He drilled with the company, before classes, in the graveyard of nearby St. Paul's Chapel[image: External link]. Hamilton studied military history and tactics on his own and was soon recommended for promotion.[30] Under fire from HMS Asia[image: External link], he led a successful raid for British cannons in the Battery[image: External link], the capture of which resulted in the Hearts of Oak[image: External link] becoming an artillery company thereafter.[31]:13

Through his connections with influential New York[image: External link] patriots such as Alexander McDougall[image: External link] and John Jay, Hamilton raised the New York Provincial Company of Artillery of sixty men in 1776, and was elected captain[image: External link].[1]:72 It took part in the campaign of 1776[image: External link] around New York City, particularly at the Battle of White Plains; at the Battle of Trenton, it was stationed at the high point of town, the meeting of the present Warren and Broad streets, to keep the Hessians[image: External link] pinned in the Trenton Barracks.[32][33]

Hamilton participated in the Battle of Princeton on January 3, 1777. After an initial setback, Washington rallied the American troops and led them in a successful charge against the British forces. After making a brief stand, the British fell back, some leaving Princeton, and others taking up refuge in Nassau Hall[image: External link]. Hamilton brought three cannons up and had them fire upon the building. Then some Americans rushed the front door, and broke it down. The British subsequently put a white flag outside one of the windows.[33] 194 British soldiers walked out of the building and laid down their arms, thus ending the battle in an American victory.[34]
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 George Washington's staff




For more details on this topic, see George Washington in the American Revolution[image: External link].

Hamilton was invited to become an aide to William Alexander, Lord Stirling[image: External link] and one other general, perhaps Nathanael Greene[image: External link] or Alexander McDougall[image: External link].[35] He declined these invitations, believing his best chance for improving his station in life was glory on the battlefield. Hamilton eventually received an invitation he felt he could not refuse: to serve as Washington's aide, with the rank of lieutenant colonel[image: External link].[36] Washington felt, "Aides de camp are persons in whom entire confidence must be placed and it requires men of abilities to execute the duties with propriety and dispatch."[37]

Hamilton served for four years as Washington's chief staff aide. He handled letters to Congress, state governors, and the most powerful generals in the Continental Army; he drafted many of Washington's orders and letters at the latter's direction; he eventually issued orders from Washington over Hamilton's own signature.[1]:90Hamilton was involved in a wide variety of high-level duties, including intelligence[image: External link], diplomacy[image: External link], and negotiation with senior army officers as Washington's emissary.[38][39]

During the war, Hamilton became close friends with several fellow officers. His letters to the Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link][40] and to John Laurens, employing the sentimental[image: External link] literary conventions of the late eighteenth century and alluding to Greek history and mythology,[41] have been read by Jonathan Ned Katz[image: External link] as revealing a homosocial[image: External link] or perhaps homosexual relationship, but few historians agree.[42]
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 Field command




While on Washington's staff, Hamilton long sought command and a return to active combat. As the war drew nearer to an end, he knew that opportunities for military glory were diminishing. In February 1781, Hamilton was mildly reprimanded by Washington and used this as an excuse to resign his staff position. He asked Washington and others for a field command. This continued until early July 1781, when Hamilton submitted a letter to Washington with his commission[image: External link] enclosed, "thus tacitly threatening to resign if he didn't get his desired command."[1]:159

On July 31, 1781, Washington relented and assigned Hamilton as commander of a battalion of light infantry companies of the 1st and 2d New York Regiments and two provisional companies from Connecticut.[43] In the planning for the assault on Yorktown, Hamilton was given command of three battalions[image: External link], which were to fight in conjunction with the allied French troops[image: External link] in taking Redoubts[image: External link] No. 9 and No. 10 of the British fortifications at Yorktown. Hamilton and his battalions fought bravely and took Redoubt No. 10 with bayonets[image: External link] in a nighttime action, as planned. The French also fought bravely, suffered heavy casualties, and took Redoubt No. 9. These actions forced the British[image: External link] surrender of an entire army at Yorktown, Virginia[image: External link], effectively ending major military operations in North America.[44]
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 Congress of the Confederation




After the Battle of Yorktown, Hamilton resigned his commission. He was appointed in July 1782 to the Congress of the Confederation as a New York representative for the term beginning in November 1782.[45] Before his appointment to Congress in 1782, Hamilton was already sharing his criticisms of Congress. He expressed these criticisms in his letter to James Duane dated September 3, 1780. In this letter he wrote, "The fundamental defect is a want of power in Congress…the confederation itself is defective and requires to be altered; it is neither fit for war, nor peace."[46]

While on Washington's staff, Hamilton had become frustrated with the decentralized nature of the wartime Continental Congress, particularly its dependence upon the states for voluntary financial support. Under the Articles of Confederation, Congress had no power to collect taxes or to demand money from the states. This lack of a stable source of funding had made it difficult for the Continental Army both to obtain its necessary provisions and to pay its soldiers. During the war, and for some time after, Congress obtained what funds it could from subsidies from the King of France, from aid requested from the several states (which were often unable or unwilling to contribute), and from European loans.[47]

An amendment to the Articles had been proposed by Thomas Burke[image: External link], in February 1781, to give Congress the power to collect a 5% impost, or duty on all imports, but this required ratification by all states; securing its passage as law proved impossible after it was rejected by Rhode Island in November 1782. Madison joined Hamilton in persuading Congress to send a delegation to persuade Rhode Island to change its mind. Their report recommending the delegation argued the federal government needed not just some level of financial autonomy, but also the ability to make laws that superseded those of the individual states. Hamilton transmitted a letter arguing that Congress already had the power to tax, since it had the power to fix the sums due from the several states; but Virginia's rescission[image: External link] of its own ratification ended the Rhode Island negotiations.[1]:176[48]
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 Congress and the army




While Hamilton was in Congress, discontented soldiers began to pose a danger to the young United States. Most of the army was then posted at Newburgh[image: External link], New York. Those in the army were paying for much of their own supplies, and they had not been paid in eight months. Furthermore, the Continental officers had been promised, in May 1778, after Valley Forge, a pension[image: External link] of half their pay when they were discharged.[49] By the early 1780s, due to the structure of the government under the Articles of Confederation, it had no power to tax to either raise revenue or pay its soldiers.[50] In 1782 after several months without pay, a group of officers organized to send a delegation to lobby Congress, led by Capt. Alexander McDougall[image: External link]. The officers had three demands: the Army's pay, their own pensions, and commutation of those pensions into a lump-sum payment if Congress were unable to afford the half-salary pensions for life. Congress rejected the proposal.[50]

Several Congressmen, including Hamilton, Robert Morris[image: External link] and Gouverneur Morris[image: External link], attempted to use this Newburgh conspiracy[image: External link] as leverage to secure support from the states and in Congress for funding of the national government. They encouraged MacDougall to continue his aggressive approach, threatening unknown consequences if their demands were not met, and defeated proposals that would have resolved the crisis without establishing general federal taxation: that the states assume the debt to the army, or that an impost[image: External link] be established dedicated to the sole purpose of paying that debt.[51] Hamilton suggested using the Army's claims to prevail upon the states for the proposed national funding system.[52] The Morrises and Hamilton contacted Knox to suggest he and the officers defy civil authority, at least by not disbanding if the army were not satisfied; Hamilton wrote Washington to suggest that Hamilton covertly "take direction" of the officers' efforts to secure redress, to secure continental funding but keep the army within the limits of moderation.[1]:177[53] Washington wrote Hamilton back, declining to introduce the army;[54] after the crisis had ended, he warned of the dangers of using the army as leverage to gain support for the national funding plan.[1]:177–80[55]

On March 15, Washington defused the Newburgh situation by giving a speech to the officers.[51] Congress ordered the Army officially disbanded in April 1783. In the same month, Congress passed a new measure for a twenty-five-year impost—which Hamilton voted against[56]—that again required the consent of all the states; it also approved a commutation of the officers' pensions to five years of full pay. Rhode Island again opposed these provisions, and Hamilton's robust assertions of national prerogatives in his previous letter were widely held to be excessive.[57]

In June 1783, a different group of disgruntled soldiers from Lancaster, Pennsylvania[image: External link], sent Congress a petition demanding their back pay. When they began to march toward Philadelphia, Congress charged Hamilton and two others with intercepting the mob.[1]:180 Hamilton requested militia from Pennsylvania's Supreme Executive Council, but was turned down. Hamilton instructed Assistant Secretary of War[image: External link] William Jackson[image: External link] to intercept the men. Jackson was unsuccessful. The mob arrived in Philadelphia, and the soldiers proceeded to harangue Congress for their pay. The President of the Continental Congress[image: External link], John Dickinson[image: External link], feared that the Pennsylvania state militia was unreliable, and refused its help. Hamilton argued that Congress ought to adjourn to Princeton, New Jersey[image: External link]. Congress agreed, and relocated there.[1]:182 Frustrated with the weakness of the central government, Hamilton while in Princeton drafted a call to revise the Articles of Confederation. This resolution contained many features of the future U.S. Constitution, including a strong federal government with the ability to collect taxes and raise an army. It also included the separation of powers into the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial branches.[1]: 183
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 Return to New York




Hamilton resigned from Congress, and in July 1782 passed the bar and set up practice in Albany after six months of self-directed education.[1]:169 When the British left New York in 1783 he practiced there in partnership with Richard Harison[image: External link]. He specialized in defending Tories and British subjects, as in Rutgers v. Waddington, in which he defeated a claim for damages done to a brewery by the Englishmen who held it during the military occupation of New York. He pleaded for the Mayor's Court to interpret state law consistent with the 1783 Treaty of Paris[image: External link] which had ended the Revolutionary War.[1]:197–99[31]:64–69

In 1784, he founded the Bank of New York which became one of the longest operating banks in American history, it stayed in business for over 220 years before it merged with another bank in 2007. Hamilton was one of the men who restored King's College, which had been suspended since 1776 and severely damaged during the War, as Columbia College[image: External link]. Long dissatisfied with the weak Articles of Confederation, he played a major leadership role at the Annapolis Convention in 1786. He drafted its resolution for a constitutional convention, and in doing so brought his longtime desire to have a more powerful, more financially independent federal government one step closer to reality.[58]

In 1786, at the suggestion of either Nathaniel Gorham[image: External link], then-President of the Continental Congress,[59] or Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben[image: External link], the Prussian general who served in the Continental Army,[60] Hamilton invited Prince Henry of Prussia[image: External link] to become President[61] or King[image: External link] of the United States, but the offer was revoked before the prince could make a reply.
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 Constitution and The Federalist Papers




Main articles: United States Constitution[image: External link] and The Federalist Papers
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 Constitutional Convention and ratification of the Constitution




In 1787, Hamilton served as assemblyman from New York County[image: External link] in the New York State Legislature[image: External link] and was chosen as a delegate for the Constitutional Convention by his father-in-law Philip Schuyler.[62]:191[63] Even though Hamilton had been a leader in calling for a new Constitutional Convention, his direct influence at the Convention itself was quite limited. Governor George Clinton[image: External link]'s faction in the New York legislature had chosen New York's other two delegates, John Lansing, Jr.[image: External link] and Robert Yates[image: External link], and both of them opposed Hamilton's goal of a strong national government.[1]:227–28[64] Thus, whenever the other two members of the New York delegation were present, they decided New York's vote, to ensure that there were no major alterations to the Articles of Confederation.[62]:195

Early in the Convention he made a speech proposing a President-for-Life; it had no effect upon the deliberations of the convention. He proposed[image: External link] to have an elected President and elected Senators[image: External link] who would serve for life, contingent upon "good behavior" and subject to removal for corruption or abuse; this idea contributed later to the hostile view of Hamilton as a monarchist sympathizer, held by James Madison.[1]:232 According to Madison's notes, Hamilton said in regards to the executive, "The English model was the only good one on this subject. The hereditary interest of the king was so interwoven with that of the nation, and his personal emoluments so great, that he was placed above the danger of being corrupted from abroad…Let one executive be appointed for life who dares execute his powers."[65] Hamilton argued, "And let me observe that an executive is less dangerous to the liberties of the people when in office during life than for seven years. It may be said this constitutes as an elective monarchy…But by making the executive subject to impeachment, the term 'monarchy' cannot apply…"[66] During the convention, Hamilton constructed a draft for the Constitution based on the convention debates, but he never presented it. This draft had most of the features of the actual Constitution. In this draft, the Senate was to be elected in proportion to the population, being two-fifths the size of the House, and the President and Senators were to be elected through complex multistage elections, in which chosen electors would elect smaller bodies of electors; they would hold office for life, but were removable for misconduct. The President would have an absolute veto. The Supreme Court[image: External link] was to have immediate jurisdiction over all lawsuits[image: External link] involving the United States, and state governors were to be appointed by the federal government.[67]

At the end of the Convention, Hamilton was still not content with the final Constitution, but signed it anyway as a vast improvement over the Articles of Confederation, and urged his fellow delegates to do so also.[68] Since the other two members of the New York delegation, Lansing and Yates, had already withdrawn, Hamilton was the only New York signer to the United States Constitution.[62]:206 He then took a highly active part in the successful campaign for the document's ratification in New York in 1788, which was a crucial step in its national ratification. He first used the popularity of the Constitution by the masses to compel George Clinton to sign, but was unsuccessful. The state convention in Poughkeepsie in June 1788 pitted Hamilton, Jay, James Duane[image: External link], Robert Livingston[image: External link], and Richard Morris[image: External link] against the Clintonian faction led by Melancton Smith[image: External link], Lansing, Yates, and Gilbert Livingston[image: External link].[69] Hamilton's faction were against any conditional ratification, under the impression that New York would not be accepted into the Union, while Clinton's faction wanted to amend the Constitution, while maintaining the state's right to secede if their attempts failed. During the state convention, New Hampshire and Virginia becoming the ninth and tenth states to ratify the Constitution, respectively, had ensured any adjournment would not happen and a compromise would have to be reached.[69][70] Hamilton's arguments used for the ratifications were largely iterations of work from The Federalist Papers, and Smith eventually went for ratification, though it was more out of necessity than Hamilton's rhetoric.[70] The vote in the state constitution was ratified 30 to 27, on July 26, 1788.[71]

In 1788, Hamilton served yet another term in what proved to be the last session of the Continental Congress[image: External link] under the Articles of Confederation. When the term of Philip Schuyler was up in 1791, elected in his place was the attorney general of New York, one Aaron Burr. Hamilton blamed Burr for this result, and ill characterizations of Burr appear in his correspondence thereafter. The two men did work together from time to time thereafter on various projects, including Hamilton's army of 1798 and the Manhattan Water Company[image: External link].[72]
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 The Federalist Papers




Main article: Federalist Papers[image: External link]


Hamilton recruited John Jay and James Madison to write a series of essays defending the proposed Constitution, now known as The Federalist Papers, and made the largest contribution to that effort, writing 51 of 85 essays published (Madison wrote 29, Jay only five). Hamilton supervised the entire project, enlisted the participants, wrote the majority of the essays, and oversaw the publication. During the project each person was responsible for their areas of expertise; Jay covered foreign relations, Madison covered the history of republics and confederacies, along with the anatomy of the new government and Hamilton covered the branches of government most pertinent to him: the executive and judicial branches, with some aspects of the Senate, as well as covering military matters and taxation[1]:247–48 The papers first appeared in The Independent Journal[image: External link] on October 27, 1787.[1]:247

Hamilton wrote the first paper signed as Publius[image: External link], and all of the subsequent papers were signed under the name.[62]:210 Jay wrote the next four papers to elaborate on the confederation's weakness and the need for unity against foreign aggression and against splitting into rival confederacies, and, except for Number 64, was not further involved.[1]:253[62]:211 Hamilton's highlights included discussion that although republics have been culpable for disorders in the past, advances in the "science of politics" had fostered principles that ensured that those abuses could be prevented, such as the division of powers, legislative checks and balances, an independent judiciary, and legislators that were represented by electors (Numbers 7–9).[1]:254 Hamilton also wrote an extensive defense of the constitution (No. 23–36), and discussed the Senate and executive and judicial branches in Numbers 65–85. Hamilton and Madison worked to describe the anarchic state of the confederation in numbers 15–22, and have been described as not being entirely different in thought during this time period in contrast to their stark opposition later in life.[1]:252–55 Subtle differences appeared with the two when discussing the necessity of standing armies[1]:257
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 Reconciliation between New York and Vermont




Further information: Vermont Republic[image: External link]


In 1764 King George III had ruled in favor of New York in a dispute between New York and New Hampshire over the region that later became the state of Vermont[image: External link]. New York then refused to recognize claims to property derived from grants by New Hampshire governor Benning Wentworth[image: External link] during the preceding 15 years when the territory had been governed as a de facto part of New Hampshire. Consequently, the people of the disputed territory, called the New Hampshire Grants[image: External link], resisted the enforcement of New York's laws within the Grants. Indeed, Ethan Allen[image: External link]'s militia called the Green Mountain Boys[image: External link], noted for successes in the war against the British in 1775, was originally formed for the purpose of resisting the colonial government of New York. In 1777 the statesmen of the Grants declared it a separate state to be called Vermont[image: External link], and by early 1778 had erected a state government. During 1777–1785, Vermont was repeatedly denied representation in the Continental Congress, largely because New York insisted that Vermont was legally a part of New York. Vermont took the position that because its petitions for admission to the Union[image: External link] were denied, it was not a part of the United States, not subject to Congress, and at liberty to negotiate separately with the British. The latter Haldimand negotiations[image: External link] led to some exchanges of prisoners of war. The peace treaty of 1783 that ended the war included Vermont within the boundaries of the United States. On March 2, 1784, Governor George Clinton of New York asked Congress to declare war for the purpose of overthrowing the government of Vermont, but Congress made no decision.

By 1787 the government of New York had almost entirely given up plans to subjugate Vermont, but still claimed jurisdiction.[73] As a member of the legislature of New York, Hamilton argued forcefully and at length in favor of a bill to recognize the sovereignty of the State of Vermont, against numerous objections to its constitutionality and policy. Consideration of the bill was deferred to a later date. In 1787 through 1789 Hamilton exchange letters with Nathaniel Chipman[image: External link], a lawyer representing Vermont. In 1788 the new Constitution of the United States went into effect, with its plan to replace the unicameral Continental Congress with a new Congress consisting of a Senate and a House of Representatives. Hamilton wrote:


One of the first subjects of deliberation with the new Congress will be the independence of Kentucky [at that time still a part of Virginia], for which the southern states will be anxious. The northern will be glad to find a counterpoise in Vermont.



In 1790 the New York legislature decided to give up New York's claim to Vermont if Congress decided to admit Vermont to the Union and if negotiations between New York and Vermont on the boundary between the two states were successfully concluded. In 1790, negotiators discussed not only boundary, but also financial compensation of New York land-grantees whose grants Vermont refused to recognize because they conflicted with earlier grants from New Hampshire. Compensation in the amount of 30,000 Spanish dollars was agreed to, and Vermont was admitted to the Union in 1791.
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 Secretary of the Treasury




President George Washington appointed Hamilton as the first United States Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link] on September 11, 1789. He left office on the last day of January 1795. Much of the structure of the government of the United States was worked out in those five years, beginning with the structure and function of the cabinet itself. Biographer Forrest McDonald[image: External link] argues that Hamilton saw his office, like that of the British First Lord of the Treasury[image: External link], as the equivalent of a Prime Minister; Hamilton would oversee his colleagues under the elective reign of George Washington. Washington did request Hamilton's advice and assistance on matters outside the purview of the Treasury Department. In 1791, while Secretary, Hamilton was elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences[image: External link].[74] Hamilton submitted various financial reports to Congress. Among these are the First Report on the Public Credit, Operations of the Act Laying Duties on Imports[image: External link], Report on a National Bank[image: External link], On the Establishment of a Mint, Report on Manufactures, and the Report on a Plan for the Further Support of Public Credit.[75] So, the great enterprise in Hamilton's project of an administrative republic is the establishment of stability.[76]
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 Report on Public Credit




Main article: First Report on Public Credit[image: External link]


Before the adjournment of the House in September 1789, they requested Hamilton to make a report on suggestions to improve the public credit by January 1790.[77] Hamilton had written to Robert Morris as early as 1781 that fixing the public credit will win their objective of independence.[77] The sources that Hamilton used ranged from Frenchmen such as Jacques Necker[image: External link] and Montesquieu[image: External link] to British writers such as Hume[image: External link], Hobbes[image: External link], and Malachy Postlethwayt[image: External link].[1]:296 While writing the report he also sought out suggestions from contemporaries such as John Knox Witherspoon[image: External link], and Madison. Although they agreed on additional taxes such as distilleries and duties on imported liquors and land taxes, Madison feared that the securities from the government debt would fall in foreign hands.[1]:121[62]:244–45

In the report, Hamilton felt that the securities should be paid at full value to their legitimate owners, including those who took the financial risk of buying government bonds that most experts thought would never be redeemed. He argued that liberty and property security were inseparable and that the government should honor the contracts, as they formed the basis of public and private morality. To Hamilton, the proper handling of the government debt would also allow America to borrow at affordable interest rates and would also be a stimulant to the economy.[1]:297

Hamilton divided the debt into national and state, and further divided the national debt into foreign and domestic debt. While there was agreement on how to handle the foreign debt (especially with France), there was not with regards to the national debt held by domestic creditors. During the Revolutionary War, affluent citizens had invested in bonds, and war veterans had been paid with promissory notes[image: External link] and IOUs[image: External link] that plummeted in price during the Confederation. In response, the war veterans sold the securities to speculators for as little as fifteen to twenty cents on the dollar.[1]:297–98[78]

Hamilton felt the money from the bonds should not go to the soldiers, but the speculators that had bought the bonds from the soldiers, who had shown little faith in the country's future. The process of attempting to track down the original bond holders along with the government showing discrimination among the classes of holders if the war veterans were to be compensated also weighed in as factors for Hamilton. As for the state debts, Hamilton suggested to consolidate it with the national debt and label it as federal debt, for the sake of efficiency on a national scale.[1]:298–99

The last portion of the report dealt with eliminating the debt by utilizing a sinking fund[image: External link] that would retire five percent of the debt annually until it was paid off. Due to the bonds being traded well below their face value, the purchases would benefit the government as the securities rose in price.[1]:300

When the report was submitted to the House of Representatives, detractors soon began to speak against it. The notion of programs that resembled British practice were wicked along with the power of balance being shifted away from the Representatives to the executive branch were some of the prejudices that resided within the House. William Maclay[image: External link] suspected that several congressmen were involved in government securities, saw Congress in an unholy league with New York speculators.[1]:302 Congressman James Jackson[image: External link] also spoke against New York, with allegations of speculators attempting to swindle those who had not yet heard about Hamilton's report.[1]:303

The involvement of those in Hamilton's circle such as Schuyler, William Duer, James Duane, Gouverneur Morris, and Rufus King[image: External link] as speculators was not favorable to those against the report, either, though Hamilton personally did not own or deal a share in the debt.[1]:304[62]:250 Madison eventually spoke against it by February 1790. Although he was not against current holders of government debt to profit, he wanted the windfall to go to the original holders. Madison did not feel that the original holders had lost faith in the government, but sold their securities out of desperation.[1]:305 The compromise was seen as egregious to both Hamiltonians and their dissidents such as Maclay, and Madison's vote was defeated 36 votes to 13 on February 22.[1]:305[62]:255

The fight for the national government to assume state debt was a longer issue, and lasted over four months. During the period, the resources that Hamilton was to apply to the payment of state debts was requested by Alexander White[image: External link], and was rejected due to Hamilton's not being able to prepare information by March 3, and was even postponed by his own supporters in spite of configuring a report the next day (which consisted of a series of additional duties to meet the interest on the state debts).[62]:297–98

Some of the other issues involving Hamilton were bypassing the rising issue of slavery[image: External link] in Congress after Quakers[image: External link] petitioned for its abolition (though he returned to the issue the following year),[1]:307 having Duer resign as Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, and the vote of assumption being voted down 31 votes to 29 on April 12.[62]:258–59

The temporary location of the capital from New York City also played a role, as Tench Coxe[image: External link] was sent to speak to Maclay to bargain about the capital being temporarily located to Philadelphia, as a single vote in the Senate was needed and five in the House for the bill to pass.[62]:263 [note 2] The bill passed in the Senate on July 21 and in the House 34 votes to 28 on July 26, 1790.[62]:263
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 Report on a National Bank




Hamilton's Report on a National Bank was a projection from the first Report on the Public Credit. Although Hamilton had been forming ideas of a national bank as early as 1779,[62]:268 he gathered ideas in various ways over the past eleven years. These included theories from Adam Smith,[79] extensive studies on the Bank of England[image: External link], the blunders of the Bank of North America[image: External link] and his experience in establishing the Bank of New York.[80] He also used American records from James Wilson[image: External link], Pelatiah Webster, Gouverneur Morris[image: External link], and from his assistant Treasury secretary Tench Coxe.[80]

Hamilton suggested that Congress should charter the National Bank with a capitalization of $10 million, one-fifth of which would be handled by the Government. Since the Government did not have the money, it would borrow the money from the bank itself, and repay the loan in ten even annual installments.[31]:194 The rest was to be available to individual investors.[81] The bank was to be governed by a twenty-five member board of directors that was to represent a large majority of the private shareholders, which Hamilton considered essential for his being under a private direction.[62]:268 Hamilton's bank model had many similarities to that of the Bank of England, except Hamilton wanted to exclude the Government from being involved in public debt[image: External link], but provide a large, firm, and elastic money supply for the functioning of normal businesses and usual economic development, among other differences.[31]:194–95 For tax revenue to ignite the bank, it was the same as he had previously proposed; increases on imported spirits: rum, liquor, and whiskey.[31]:195–96

The bill passed through the Senate practically without a problem, but objections of the proposal increased by the time it reached the House of Representatives. It was generally held by critics that Hamilton was serving the interests of the Northeast by means of the bank,[82] and those of the agrarian lifestyle would not benefit from it.[62]:270 Among those critics was James Jackson of Georgia, who also attempted to refute the report by quoting from The Federalist Papers.[62]:270 Madison and Jefferson also opposed the bank bill; however, the potential of the capital not being moved to the Potomac if the bank was to have a firm establishment in Philadelphia (the current capital of the United States) was a more significant reason, and actions that Pennsylvania members of Congress took to keep the capital there made both men anxious.[31]:199–200 Madison warned the Pennsylvania congress members that he would attack the bill as unconstitutional in the House, and followed up on his threat.[31]:200 Madison argued his case of where the power of a bank could be established within the Constitution, but he failed to sway members of the House, and his authority on the constitution was questioned by a few members.[31]:200–01 The bill eventually passed in an overwhelming fashion 39 to 20, on February 8, 1791.[62]:271

Washington hesitated to sign the bill, as he received suggestions from Attorney-General Edmund Randolph[image: External link] and Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson dismissed the 'necessary and proper' clause as reasoning for the creation of a national bank, stating that the enumerated powers "can all be carried into execution without a bank."[62]:271–72 Along with Randolph and Jefferson's objections, Washington's involvement in the movement of the capital from Philadelphia is also thought to be a reason for his hesitation.[31]:202–03 In response to the objection of the 'necessary and proper' clause, Hamilton stated that "Necessary often means no more than needful, requisite, incidental, useful, or conductive to", and the bank was a "convenient species of medium in which they (taxes) are to be paid."[62]:272–73 Washington would eventually sign the bill into law.[62]:272–73
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 Establishing the U.S. Mint




Main article: United States Mint


In 1791, Hamilton submitted Report on the Establishment of a Mint[image: External link] to the House of Representatives. Most of Hamilton's ideas for this report were from European economists, resolutions from Continental Congress meetings from 1785 and 1786, and from people such as Gouverneur Morris and Thomas Jefferson.[31]:197[83] Due to the Spanish coin[image: External link] being the most circulated coin in the United States at the time, Alexander Hamilton proposed that the minting of the United States dollar[image: External link] weighing almost as much as the Spanish peso would be the simplest way to introduce a national currency.[84] Hamilton wanted the U.S. dollar system to be set for decimals rather than the eights like the Spanish mint.[85] In spite of preferring a monometallic gold standard[image: External link],[86] he issued a bimetallic currency[image: External link] at ratio that was to be similar to most European countries.[31]:197[87] What was different from the European currencies was his desire to overprice the gold on the grounds that the United States would always receive an influx of silver from the West Indies.[31]:197 Hamilton desired the minting of small value coins such as silver ten-cent and copper cent and half-cent pieces, for reducing the cost of living for the poor.[31]:198[80] One of his main objectives was for the general public to become accustomed to handling money on a frequent basis.[31]:198

By 1792, Hamilton's principles were adopted by Congress, resulting in the Coinage Act of 1792, and the creation of the United States Mint. There was to be a ten-dollar Gold Eagle coin, a silver dollar, and fractional money ranging from one-half to fifty cents.[86] The coining of silver and gold was issued by 1795.[86]
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 Revenue Cutter Service




Main article: United States Revenue Cutter Service[image: External link]


Smuggling off American coasts was an issue before the Revolutionary War, and after the Revolution it was more problematic. Along with smuggling, lack of shipping control, pirating, and a revenue unbalance were also major problems.[88] In response, Hamilton proposed to Congress to enact a naval police force called revenue cutters[image: External link] in order to patrol the waters and assist the custom collectors with confiscating contraband.[1]:340 This idea was also proposed to assist in tariff controlling, boosting the American economy, and promote the merchant marine.[88] It is thought that his experience obtained during his apprenticeship with Nicholas Kruger was influential in his decision-making.[1]:32

Concerning some of the details of the "System of Cutters",[89] [note 3] Hamilton wanted the first ten cutters[image: External link] in different areas in the United States, from New England to Georgia.[1]:340[90] Each of those cutters was to be armed with ten muskets and bayonets, twenty pistols, two chisels, one broad-ax and two lanterns; the fabric of the sails was to be domestically manufactured;[1]:340 and provisions were made for the employees' food supply and etiquette when boarding ships.[1]:340 Congress established the Revenue Cutter Service on August 4, 1790, which is viewed as the birth of the United States Coast Guard.[88]
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 Whiskey as tax revenue




Further information: Whiskey Rebellion


One of the principal sources of revenue Hamilton prevailed upon Congress to approve was an excise tax[image: External link] on whiskey[image: External link]. In his first Tariff Bill in January 1790, Hamilton proposed to raise the three million dollars needed to pay for government operating expenses and interest on domestic and foreign debts by means of an increase on duties on imported wines, distilled spirits, tea, coffee, and domestic spirits. It failed, with Congress complying with most recommendations excluding the excise tax on Whiskey (Madison's tariff of the same year was a modification of Hamilton's that involved only imported duties and was passed in September).[91]

In response of diversifying revenues, as three-fourths of revenue gathered was from commerce with Great Britain, Hamilton attempted once again during his Report on Public Credit when presenting it in 1790 to implement an excise tax both imported and domestic spirits.[1]:342[92] The taxation rate was graduated in proportion to the whiskey proof, and Hamilton intended to equalize the tax burden on imported spirits with imported and domestic liquor.[92] In lieu of the excise on production citizens could pay 60 cents by the gallon of dispensing capacity, along with an exemption on small stills used exclusively for domestic consumption.[92] He realized the loathing that the tax would receive in rural areas, but thought of the taxing of spirits more reasonable than land taxes.[1]:342

Opposition initially came from Pennsylvania's House of Representatives protesting the tax. William Maclay had noted that not even the Pennsylvanian legislators had been able to enforce excise taxes in the western regions of the state.[1]:342–43 Hamilton was aware of the potential difficulties and proposed inspectors the ability to search buildings that distillers were designated to store their spirits, and would be able to search suspected illegal storage facilities to confiscate contraband with a warrant.[93] Although the inspectors were not allowed to search houses and warehouses, they were to visit twice a day and file weekly reports in extensive detail.[1]:343 Hamilton cautioned against expedited judicial means, and favored a jury trial with potential offenders.[93] As soon as 1791 locals began to shun or threaten inspectors, as they felt the inspection methods were intrusive.[1]:343 Inspectors were also tarred and feathered[image: External link], blindfolded, and whipped. Hamilton had attempted to appease the opposition with lowered tax rates, but it did not suffice.[1]:468

Strong opposition to the whiskey tax by cottage producers[image: External link] in remote, rural regions erupted into the Whiskey Rebellion in 1794; in Western Pennsylvania[image: External link] and western Virginia[image: External link], whiskey was the basic export product and was fundamental to the local economy. In response to the rebellion, believing compliance with the laws was vital to the establishment of federal authority, Hamilton accompanied to the rebellion's site President Washington, General Henry "Light Horse Harry" Lee[image: External link], and more federal troops than were ever assembled in one place during the Revolution. This overwhelming display of force intimidated the leaders of the insurrection, ending the rebellion virtually without bloodshed.[94]
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 Manufacturing and industry




Hamilton's next report was his Report on Manufactures. Although he was requested by Congress on January 15, 1790 for a report for manufacturing that would expand the United States' independence, the report was not submitted until December 5, 1791.[62]:274, 277 In the report, Hamilton quoted from Wealth of Nations and used the French physiocrats[image: External link] as an example for rejecting agrarianism[image: External link] and the physiocratic theory; respectively.[31]:233 Hamilton also refuted Smith's ideas of government noninterference, as it would have been detrimental for trade with other countries.[31]:244 Hamilton also thought of the United States being a primarily agrarian country would be at a disadvantage in dealing with Europe.[95] In response to the agrarian detractors, Hamilton stated that the agriculturists' interest would be advanced by manufactures,[62]:276 and that agriculture was just as productive as manufacturing.[31]:233[62]:276

Among the ways that the government could assist in manufacturing, Hamilton mentioned levying protective duties on imported foreign goods that were also manufactured in the United States,[96] to withdraw duties levied on raw materials needed for domestic manufacturing,[62]:277[96] pecuniary boundaries,[62]:277 and encouraging immigration for people to better themselves in similar employment opportunities.[96][97] Congress shelved the report without much debate (except for Madison's objection to Hamilton's formulation of the General Welfare clause[image: External link], which Hamilton construed liberally as a legal basis for his extensive programs).[98]

Subsequently, in 1791, with his ideas for manufacturing being a major influence, Hamilton, along with Coxe and several entrepreneurs from New York and Philadelphia helped form the Society for the Establishment of Useful Manufactures[image: External link], a private industrial corporation. The location at Great Falls of the Passaic River[image: External link] in New Jersey was selected due to access to raw materials, it being densely inhabited, and having access to water power from the falls of the Passaic.[31]:231 The factory town was named Paterson after New Jersey's Governor William Paterson[image: External link], who signed the charter.[31]:232[99] The profits were to derive from specific corporates rather than the benefits to be conferred to the nation and the citizens, which was unlike the report.[100] Hamilton also suggested the first stock to be offered at $500,000 and to eventually increase to $1 million, and welcomed state and national government subscriptions alike.[62]:280[100] The company was never successful: numerous shareholders reneged on stock payments, some members soon went bankrupt, and William Duer[image: External link], the governor of the program, was sent to debtors' prison.[62]:280[99] In spite of Hamilton's efforts to mend the disaster, the company would expire by 1796.[99]
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 Emergence of parties




For more details on this topic, see Federalist Party and Democratic-Republican Party.

During Hamilton's tenure as Treasury Secretary, political factions began to emerge. A Congressional caucus, led by James Madison and William Branch Giles[image: External link], began as an opposition group to Hamilton's financial programs, and Thomas Jefferson joined this group when he returned from France. Hamilton and his allies began to call themselves Federalists. The opposition group, now called the Democratic-Republican Party by political scientists, was at the time known as Republicans.[101][note 4]

Hamilton assembled a nationwide coalition to garner support for the Administration, including the expansive financial programs Hamilton had made Administration policy and especially the president's policy of neutrality in the European war between Britain and France. Hamilton's public relations campaign attacked the French minister Edmond-Charles Genêt[image: External link] (he called himself "Citizen Genêt") who tried to appeal to voters directly, which Federalists denounced as foreign interference in American affairs.[102] If Hamilton's administrative republic was to succeed, Americans had to see themselves as nation citizens, and experience an administration that proved firm and demonstrated the concepts found within the United States Constitution.[103] The Federalists did impose some internal direct taxes but they departed from the most implications of the Hamilton administrative republic as risky.[104]

The Jeffersonian Republicans opposed banks and cities, and favored France. They built their own national coalition to oppose the Federalists. Both sides gained the support of local political factions; each side developed its own partisan newspapers. Noah Webster[image: External link], John Fenno[image: External link], and William Cobbett[image: External link] were energetic editors for the Federalists; Benjamin Franklin Bache[image: External link] and Philip Freneau[image: External link] were fiery Republican editors. All the newspapers were characterized by intense personal attacks, major exaggerations and invented claims. In 1801, Hamilton established a daily newspaper, the New York Evening Post[image: External link] and brought in William Coleman[image: External link] as editor. It is still publishing (as the New York Post).[105]

The quarrel between Hamilton and Jefferson is the best known and historically the most important in American political history. Hamilton's and Jefferson's incompatibility was heightened by the unavowed wish of each to be Washington's principal and most trusted advisor.[106]
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Main article: Jay Treaty


When France and Britain went to war[image: External link] in early 1793, all four members of the Cabinet were consulted on what to do. They and Washington unanimously agreed to remain neutral, and to send Genêt home.[107]:336–41 However, in 1794 policy toward Britain became a major point of contention between the two parties. Hamilton and the Federalists wished for more trade with Britain, the new nation's largest trading partner. The Republicans saw Britain as the main threat to republicanism and proposed instead a trade war.[62]:327–28

To avoid war, Washington sent Chief Justice John Jay to negotiate with the British; Hamilton largely wrote Jay's instructions. The result was Jay's Treaty[image: External link]. It was denounced by the Republicans, but Hamilton mobilized support throughout the land.[108] The Jay Treaty passed the Senate in 1795 by exactly the required two-thirds majority. The Treaty resolved issues remaining from the Revolution, averted war, and made possible ten years of peaceful trade between the United States and Britain.[107]:Ch 9 Historian George Herring notes the "remarkable and fortuitous economic and diplomatic gains" produced by the Treaty.[109]

Several European nations had formed a League of Armed Neutrality[image: External link] against incursions on their neutral rights; the Cabinet was also consulted on whether the United States should join it, and decided not to. It kept that decision secret, but Hamilton revealed it in private to George Hammond, the British Minister to the United States, without telling Jay or anyone else. (His act remained unknown until Hammond's dispatches were read in the 1920s). This "amazing revelation" may have had limited effect on the negotiations; Jay did threaten to join the League at one point, but the British had other reasons not to view the League as a serious threat.[107]:411 ff[110]
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 Second Report on Public Credit and resignations from public office




Hamilton tendered his resignation from office on December 1, 1794, giving Washington two months' notice,[111] in the wake of his wife Eliza's miscarriage[112] while he was absent during his armed repression of the Whiskey Rebellion.[113] Before leaving his post on January 31, 1795, Hamilton submitted a Report on a Plan for the Further Support of Public Credit to Congress to curb the debt problem. Hamilton grew dissatisfied with what he viewed as a lack of a comprehensive plan to fix the public debt. He wished to have new taxes passed with older ones made permanent and stated that any surplus from the excise tax on liquor would be pledged to lower public debt. His proposals were included into a bill by Congress within slightly over a month after his departure as treasury secretary.[1]:480 Some months later Hamilton resumed his law practice in New York to remain closer to his family.[114]
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 Post-Secretary years
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 1796 presidential election




Hamilton's resignation as Secretary of the Treasury in 1795 did not remove him from public life. With the resumption of his law practice, he remained close to Washington as an advisor and friend. Hamilton influenced Washington in the composition of his Farewell Address by writing drafts for Washington to compare with the latter's draft, although when Washington contemplated retirement in 1792, he had consulted James Madison for a draft that was used in a similar manner to Hamilton's.[115][116]

In the election of 1796, under the Constitution as it stood then, each of the presidential electors[image: External link] had two votes, which they were to cast for different men. The one who received most votes would become President, the second-most, Vice President. This system was not designed with the operation of parties in mind, as they had been thought disreputable and factious. The Federalists planned to deal with this by having all their Electors vote for John Adams, the Vice President, and all but a few for Thomas Pinckney[image: External link] of South Carolina[image: External link].[1]:117

Adams resented Hamilton's influence with Washington and considered him overambitious and scandalous in his private life; Hamilton compared Adams unfavorably with Washington and thought him too emotionally unstable to be President.[1]:510 Hamilton took the election as an opportunity: he urged all the northern electors to vote for Adams and Pinckney, lest Jefferson get in; but he cooperated with Edward Rutledge[image: External link] to have South Carolina's electors vote for Jefferson and Pinckney. If all this worked, Pinckney would have more votes than Adams, Pinckney would become President, and Adams would remain Vice President, but it did not work. The Federalists found out about it (even the French minister to the United States knew), and northern Federalists voted for Adams but not for Pinckney, in sufficient numbers that Pinckney came in third and Jefferson became Vice President.[117] Adams resented the intrigue since he felt his service to the nation was much more extensive than Pinckney's.[118]
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Main article: Hamilton–Reynolds sex scandal


In the summer of 1797 Hamilton became the first major American politician publicly involved in a sex scandal[image: External link].[119] Six years earlier, in the summer of 1791, 34-year-old Hamilton started an affair with 23-year-old Maria Reynolds. According to Hamilton's recount, Maria approached him at his house in Philadelphia, claiming that her husband, James Reynolds, had abandoned her and she wished to return to her relatives in New York but lacked the means.[62]:366–69 Hamilton retrieved her address and delivered her $30 personally at her boarding house where she led him into her bedroom and "Some conversation ensued from which it was quickly apparent that other than pecuniary consolation would be acceptable". The two began an illicit affair that lasted, with varying frequency, approximately until June 1792.[120]

Over the course of that year, while the affair took place, James Reynolds was well aware of his wife's unfaithfulness. He continually supported their relationship to regularly gain blackmail money from Hamilton. The common practice in the day was for the wronged husband to seek retribution in a pistol duel, but Reynolds, realizing how much Hamilton had to lose if his activity came into public view, insisted on monetary compensation instead.[121] After an initial request of $1,000[122] to which Hamilton complied, Reynolds invited Hamilton to renew his visits to his wife "as a friend"[123] only to extort forced "loans" after each visit that the most likely colluding Maria solicited with her letters. In the end the blackmail payments totaled over $1,300 including the initial extortion.[62]:369 Hamilton at this point was possibly aware of both Reynoldses' being involved in the blackmail[124] and welcomed as well as strictly complied with Reynolds' request to end the affair[120][125]

In November 1792 James Reynolds and his associate Jacob Clingman were arrested for counterfeiting and speculating in veteran back wages. Clingman was released on bail and relayed information to James Monroe that Reynolds had evidence that would incriminate Hamilton. Monroe consulted with Congressmen Muhlenberg and Venable on what actions to take and the Congressmen confronted Hamilton on December 15, 1792.[120] Hamilton refuted the suspicions of speculation by exposing his affair with Maria and producing as evidence the letters by both Reynoldses, proving that his payments to James Reynolds related to blackmail over his adultery, and not to treasury misconduct. The trio were to keep the documents privately with the utmost confidence.[62]:366–69

In the summer of 1797, however, when "notoriously scurrilous journalist" James T. Callender published A History of the United States for the Year 1796, it contained accusations of James Reynolds being an agent of Hamilton, using documents from the confrontation of December 15, 1792. On July 5, 1797, Hamilton wrote to Monroe, Muhlenberg and Venable asking them to confirm that there was nothing that would damage the perception of his integrity while Secretary of Treasury. All complied with Hamilton's request but Monroe,[1] and after several rounds of argument, the two almost resorted to a duel. When Hamilton did not obtain an explicit response from Monroe, he published a 100-page booklet, later usually referred to as the Reynolds Pamphlet[image: External link], in order to preserve his public reputation, and discussed the affair in exquisite detail. His wife Elizabeth eventually forgave him, but not Monroe. Though he faced ridicule from the Democratic-Republican faction, he maintained his availability for public service.[31]:334–36
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Main article: Quasi-War[image: External link]


During the military build-up of the Quasi-War of 1798–1800, and with the strong endorsement of Washington (who had been called out of retirement to lead the Army if a French invasion materialized), Adams reluctantly appointed Hamilton a major general[image: External link] of the army. At Washington's insistence, Hamilton was made the senior major general, prompting Henry Knox[image: External link] to decline appointment to serve as Hamilton's junior (Knox had been a major general in the Continental Army and thought it would be degrading to serve beneath him).[1]:558–60[126] Hamilton served as inspector general of the United States Army[image: External link] from July 18, 1798, to June 15, 1800; because Washington was unwilling to leave Mount Vernon unless it were to command an army in the field, Hamilton was the de facto head of the army, to Adams's considerable displeasure. If full-scale war broke out with France, Hamilton argued that the army should conquer the North American colonies[image: External link] of France's ally, Spain, bordering the United States.[127] Hamilton was prepared to march his army through the Southern United States[image: External link] if necessary, possibly also using his army in Virginia to quash opposition to Adams and himself.[128]

To fund this army, Hamilton wrote regularly to Oliver Wolcott, Jr.[image: External link], his successor at the Treasury; William Loughton Smith[image: External link], of the House Ways and Means Committee; and Senator Theodore Sedgwick[image: External link] of Massachusetts. He directed them to pass a direct tax to fund the war. Smith resigned in July 1797, as Hamilton scolded him for slowness, and told Wolcott to tax houses instead of land.[129] The eventual program included a Stamp Act[image: External link] like that of the British before the Revolution and other taxes on land, houses, and slaves, calculated at different rates in different states, and requiring difficult and intricate assessment of houses.[130] This provoked resistance in southeastern Pennsylvania, led primarily by men such as John Fries[image: External link] who had marched with Washington against the Whiskey Rebellion.[131]

Hamilton aided in all areas of the army's development, and after Washington's death he was by default the Senior Officer of the United States Army[image: External link] from December 14, 1799, to June 15, 1800. The army was to guard against invasion from France. Adams, however, derailed all plans for war by opening negotiations with France.[132] Adams had held it proper to retain the members of Washington's cabinet, except for cause; he found, in 1800 (after Washington's death), that they were obeying Hamilton rather than himself, and fired several of them.[133]
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Main article: United States presidential election, 1800


In the 1800 election, Hamilton worked to defeat not only the rival Democratic-Republican candidates, but also his party's own nominee, John Adams.[62]:392–99 In November 1799, the Alien and Sedition Acts[image: External link] had left one Democratic-Republican newspaper functioning in New York City; when the last, the New Daily Advertiser, reprinted an article saying that Hamilton had attempted to purchase the Philadelphia Aurora and close it down, Hamilton had the publisher prosecuted for seditious libel[image: External link], and the prosecution compelled the owner to close the paper.[134]

Aaron Burr had won New York for Jefferson in May; now Hamilton proposed a rerun of the election under different rules—with carefully drawn districts and each choosing an elector—such that the Federalists would split the electoral vote of New York.[note 5] (John Jay, a Federalist who had given up the Supreme Court to be Governor of New York, wrote on the back of the letter the words, "Proposing a measure for party purposes which it would not become me to adopt," and declined to reply.)[135]

John Adams was running this time with Charles Cotesworth Pinckney[image: External link] of South Carolina (the elder brother of candidate Thomas Pinckney from the 1796 election). Hamilton now toured New England[image: External link], again urging northern electors to hold firm for Pinckney in the renewed hope of making Pinckney president; and he again intrigued in South Carolina.[31]:350–51 Hamilton's ideas involved coaxing middle-state Federalists to assert their non-support for Adams if there was no support for Pinckney and writing to more of the modest supports of Adams concerning his supposed misconduct while president.[31]:350–51 Hamilton expected to see southern states such as the Carolinas cast their votes for Pinckney and Jefferson, and would result in the former being ahead of both Adams and Jefferson.[62]:394–95

In accordance with the second of the aforementioned plans, and a recent personal rift with Adams,[31]:351 Hamilton wrote a pamphlet called Letter from Alexander Hamilton, Concerning the Public Conduct and Character of John Adams, Esq. President of the United States that was highly critical of him, though it closed with a tepid endorsement.[62]:396 He mailed this to two hundred leading Federalists; when a copy fell into the Democratic-Republicans' hands, they printed it. This hurt Adams's 1800 reelection campaign and split the Federalist Party, virtually assuring the victory of the Democratic-Republican Party, led by Jefferson, in the election of 1800; it destroyed Hamilton's position among the Federalists.[136]

Jefferson had beaten Adams, but both he and his running mate, Aaron Burr, had received 73 votes in the Electoral College (Adams finished in third place, Pinckney in fourth, and Jay received one vote). With Jefferson and Burr tied, the United States House of Representatives had to choose between the two men.[31]:352[62]:399 Several Federalists who opposed Jefferson supported Burr, and for the first 35 ballots, Jefferson was denied a majority. Before the 36th ballot, Hamilton threw his weight behind Jefferson, supporting the arrangement reached by James A. Bayard[image: External link] of Delaware, in which five Federalist Representatives from Maryland and Vermont abstained from voting, allowing those states' delegations to go for Jefferson, ending the impasse and electing Jefferson President rather than Burr.[31]:350–51 Even though Hamilton did not like Jefferson and disagreed with him on many issues, he viewed Jefferson as the lesser of two evils[image: External link]. Hamilton spoke of Jefferson as being "by far not so a dangerous man", and that Burr was a "mischievous enemy" to the principle measure of the past administration.[137] It was for that reason, along with the fact that Burr was a northerner and not a Virginian, that many Federalist Representatives voted for him.[138] Hamilton wrote an exceeding number of letters to friends in Congress to convince the members to see otherwise.[31]:352[62]:401 However, the Federalists rejected Hamilton's diatribe as reasons to not vote for Burr.[31]:353[62]:401 Nevertheless, Burr would become Vice President of the United States. When it became clear that Jefferson had developed his own concerns about Burr and would not support his return to the Vice Presidency,[citation needed[image: External link]] Burr sought the New York governorship in 1804 with Federalist support, against the Jeffersonian Morgan Lewis, but was defeated by forces including Hamilton.[139]
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 Duel with Burr and death




Main article: Burr–Hamilton duel


Soon after the 1804 gubernatorial election in New York—in which Morgan Lewis, greatly assisted by Hamilton, defeated Aaron Burr—the Albany Register published Charles D. Cooper's letters, citing Hamilton's opposition to Burr and alleging that Hamilton had expressed "a still more despicable opinion" of the Vice President at an upstate New York dinner party.[140][141] Cooper claimed that the letter was intercepted after relaying the information, but stated he was 'unusually cautious' in recollecting the information from the dinner[1]:680–81 Burr, sensing an attack on his honor, and recovering from his defeat, demanded an apology in letter form. Hamilton wrote a letter in response and ultimately refused because he could not recall the instance of insulting Burr; also, Hamilton would have been accused of recanting Cooper's letter out of cowardice.[62]:423–24 After a series of attempts to reconcile were to no avail, a duel was arranged through liaisons on June 27, 1804.[62]:426

Before the duel, Hamilton wrote a defense of his decision to duel while at the same time intending to throw away his shot.[142] Hamilton viewed his roles of being a father and husband, putting his creditors at risk, placing his family's welfare in jeopardy and his moral and religious stances as reasons not to duel, but he felt it impossible to avoid due to having made attacks on Burr which he was unable to recant, and because of Burr's behavior prior to the duel. He attempted to reconcile his moral and religious reasons and the codes of honor and politics. He intended to accept the duel and throw away his fire in order to satisfy his morals and political codes, respectively.[1]:689[140][note 6] His desire to be available for future political matters also played a factor.[140]

The concept of honor was fundamental to Hamilton's vision of himself and of the nation.[143] Historians have noted, as evidence of the importance that honor held in Hamilton's value system, that Hamilton had previously been a party to seven "affairs of honor" as a principal, and to three as an advisor or second.[144] Such affairs were often concluded prior to reaching their final stage, a duel.[144]

The duel began at dawn on July 11, 1804, along the west bank of the Hudson River[image: External link] on a rocky ledge in Weehawken, New Jersey.[145] After the seconds[image: External link] measured the paces, Hamilton, according to both William P. Van Ness[image: External link] and Burr, raised his pistol "as if to try the light" and had to wear his spectacles to prevent his vision from being obscured.[146] Hamilton also refused the hairspring set of dueling pistols (that would make the pulling of the trigger lighter) offered by Nathaniel Pendleton[image: External link].[147] Vice President Burr shot Hamilton, delivering what proved to be a fatal wound. Hamilton's shot broke a tree branch directly above Burr's head.[1]:117 Neither of the seconds, Pendleton nor Van Ness, could determine who fired first,[148] as each claimed that the other man had fired first.[147] Soon after, they measured and triangulated the shooting, but could not determine from which angle Hamilton fired. Burr's shot, however, hit Hamilton in the lower abdomen above the right hip. The bullet ricocheted off Hamilton's second or third false rib[image: External link], fracturing it and causing considerable damage to his internal organs, particularly his liver[image: External link] and diaphragm[image: External link], before becoming lodged in his first or second lumbar vertebra[image: External link].[62]:429[149] Biographer Ron Chernow considered the circumstances to indicate that, after taking deliberate aim, Burr fired second,[1]:704 while biographer James Earnest Cooke suggested that Burr took careful aim and shot first, and Hamilton fired while falling, after being struck by Burr's bullet.[150]

The paralyzed Hamilton, who knew himself to be mortally wounded, was ferried to the Greenwich Village[image: External link] home of his friend William Bayard Jr.[image: External link], who had been waiting on the dock. After final visits from his family and friends and considerable suffering, Hamilton died on the following afternoon, July 12, 1804, at Bayard's home at what is now 80–82 Jane Street.[1]:705, 708 Gouverneur Morris[image: External link] gave the eulogy at his funeral and secretly established a fund to support his widow and children.[1]:712–13, 725 Hamilton was buried in the Trinity Churchyard Cemetery[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link].[151]
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See also: Hamilton family[image: External link]


While Hamilton was stationed in Morristown, New Jersey[image: External link] in the winter of December 1779-March 1780, he met Elizabeth Schuyler, a daughter of General Philip Schuyler and Catherine Van Rensselaer. The two were married on December 14, 1780, at the Schuyler Mansion[image: External link] in Albany, New York[image: External link].[1]:128–29

Elizabeth and Alexander Hamilton had eight children, though there is often confusion because two sons were named Philip:


	
Philip (January 22, 1782 – November 23, 1801), died in a duel, just as his father would three years later.[1]:654–55


	Angelica (September 25, 1784 – February 6, 1857), who suffered a mental breakdown after her older brother's death and was eventually interned under the care of Dr. Macdonald in Flushing, Queens[1]:655


	
Alexander, Jr. (May 16, 1786 – August 2, 1875)

	
James Alexander (April 14, 1788 – September 24, 1878)[152]


	
John Church (August 22, 1792 – July 25, 1882)

	
William Stephen (August 4, 1797 – October 9, 1850)

	
Elizabeth[image: External link], also called Eliza (November 20, 1799 – October 17, 1859)

	
Philip, also called Little Phil (June 1, 1802 – July 9, 1884), named after his older brother who had been killed in a duel the previous year



After Hamilton's death in 1804, Elizabeth endeavored to preserve his legacy. She re-organized all of Alexander's letters, papers, and writings with the help of her son, John Church Hamilton,[153] and persevered through many setbacks in getting his biography published. She was so devoted to Alexander's memory that she wore a small package around her neck containing the pieces of a sonnet which Alexander wrote for her during the early days of their courtship.[154]

Hamilton was also close to Elizabeth's sisters. During his lifetime he was even rumored to have had an affair with his wife's older sister, Angelica, who 3 years before Hamilton's marriage to Elizabeth had eloped with John Barker Church, an Englishman who made a fortune in North America during the Revolution and later returned to Europe with his wife and children between 1783 and 1797. Even though the style of their correspondence during Angelica's 14-year residence in Europe was flirtatious, modern historians like Chernow and Fielding agree that despite contemporary gossip there is no conclusive evidence that Hamilton's relationship with Angelica was ever physical or went beyond a strong affinity between in-laws.[155][156] Hamilton also maintained a correspondence with Elizabeth's younger sister Margarita, nicknamed Peggy, who was the recipient of his first letters praising her sister Elizabeth at the time of his courtship in early 1780.[157]
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 Hamilton's religion




Hamilton, as a youth in the West Indies, was an orthodox and conventional Presbyterian of the "New Light[image: External link]" evangelical type (as opposed to the "Old Light" Calvinists); he was being taught by a student of John Witherspoon[image: External link], a moderate of the New School.[158] He wrote two or three hymns[image: External link], which were published in the local newspaper.[1]:38 Robert Troup, his college roommate, noted that Hamilton was "in the habit of praying on his knees night and morning."[159]

Gordon Wood says that Hamilton dropped his youthful religiosity during the Revolution and became, "a conventional liberal with theistic inclinations who was an irregular churchgoer at best"; however, he returned to religion in his last years.[160] Chernow says Hamilton was nominally an Episcopalian[image: External link], but:


	he was not clearly affiliated with the denomination and did not seem to attend church regularly or take communion. Like Adams, Franklin, and Jefferson, Hamilton had probably fallen under the sway of deism[image: External link], which sought to substitute reason for revelation and dropped the notion of an active God that will intervene in human affairs. At the same time, he never doubted God's existence, embracing Christianity as a system of morality and cosmic justice.[1]:205




Stories were circulated that Hamilton had made two quips about God at the time of the Constitutional Convention in 1787.[161] During the French Revolution[image: External link], he displayed a utilitarian approach to using religion for political ends, such as by maligning Jefferson as "the atheist," and insisting that Christianity and Jeffersonian democracy were incompatible.[161]:316 After 1801, Hamilton further asserted the truth of Christianity; he proposed a Christian Constitutional Society in 1802, to take hold of "some strong feeling of the mind" to elect "fit men" to office, and he wrote of "Christian welfare societies" for the poor. He was not a member of any denomination. After being shot, Hamilton spoke of his belief in God's mercy, and of his desire to renounce dueling; he was given communion by the Episcopal Bishop of New York, Benjamin Moore[image: External link].[note 7]

Hamilton had always had respect for Jews. His birthplace of Charlestown had a large Jewish population with whom Hamilton came into contact on a regular basis. As a boy, he had learned Hebrew[image: External link] and could recite the Ten Commandments[image: External link] in their original language.[162] He believed that Jewish achievement was a result of divine providence[image: External link] and warned that those who discredit the Jews "destroy the Christian religion."[1]:18
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 Legacy




Hamilton's interpretations of the Constitution set forth in the Federalist Papers remain highly influential, as seen in scholarly studies and court decisions.[163]

Though the Constitution was ambiguous as to the exact balance of power between national and state governments, Hamilton consistently took the side of greater federal power at the expense of the states.[164] As Secretary of the Treasury, he established—against the intense opposition of Secretary of State Jefferson—the country's first national bank. Hamilton justified the creation of this bank, and other increased federal powers, under Congress's constitutional powers to issue currency, to regulate interstate commerce, and to do anything else that would be "necessary and proper[image: External link]" to enact the provisions of the Constitution. Jefferson, on the other hand, took a stricter view of the Constitution: parsing the text carefully, he found no specific authorization for a national bank. This controversy was eventually settled by the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link] in McCulloch v. Maryland[image: External link], which in essence adopted Hamilton's view, granting the federal government broad freedom to select the best means to execute its constitutionally enumerated powers, specifically the doctrine of implied powers[image: External link].[165] Nevertheless, the American Civil War[image: External link] and the Progressive Era[image: External link] demonstrated the sorts of crises and politics Hamilton's administrative republic sought to avoid.[166]

Hamilton's policies as Secretary of the Treasury greatly affected the United States government and still continue to influence it. His constitutional interpretation, specifically of the Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link], set precedents for federal authority that are still used by the courts and are considered an authority on constitutional interpretation. The prominent French diplomat Charles Maurice de Talleyrand[image: External link], who spent 1794 in the United States, wrote, "I consider Napoleon[image: External link], Fox[image: External link], and Hamilton the three greatest men of our epoch, and if I were forced to decide between the three, I would give without hesitation the first place to Hamilton", adding that Hamilton had intuited the problems of European conservatives.[167]

Opinions of Hamilton have run the gamut: both John Adams and Thomas Jefferson viewed him as unprincipled and dangerously aristocratic. Hamilton's reputation was mostly negative in the eras of Jeffersonian democracy and Jacksonian democracy[image: External link]. However, by the Progressive era, Herbert Croly[image: External link], Henry Cabot Lodge[image: External link], and Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] praised his leadership of a strong government. Several nineteenth- and twentieth-century Republicans[image: External link] entered politics by writing laudatory biographies of Hamilton.[168]

In more recent years, according to Sean Wilentz, favorable views of Hamilton and his reputation have decidedly gained the initiative among scholars, who portray him as the visionary architect of the modern liberal capitalist economy and of a dynamic federal government headed by an energetic executive.[169] Modern scholars favoring Hamilton have portrayed Jefferson and his allies, in contrast, as naïve, dreamy idealists.[169] The older Jeffersonian view attacked Hamilton as a centralizer, sometimes to the point of accusations that he advocated monarchy.[1]:397–98
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 Monuments and memorials
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 Portraits on currency and postage stamps




Since the beginning of the American Civil War[image: External link], Hamilton has been depicted[image: External link] on more denominations of U.S. currency[image: External link] than anyone else. He has appeared on the $2[image: External link], $5[image: External link], $10[image: External link], $20[image: External link], $50[image: External link], and $1,000[image: External link] notes. Hamilton also appears on the $500 Series EE Savings Bond.

Hamilton's portrait has been featured on the front of the U.S. $10 bill[image: External link] since 1928. The source of the engraving is John Trumbull[image: External link]'s 1805 portrait of Hamilton, in the portrait collection of New York City Hall[image: External link].[170] In June 2015, the U.S. Treasury[image: External link] announced a decision to replace the engraving of Hamilton with that of a woman; however, before the bill was actually redesigned, the decision was changed due to the unanticipated popular success of the 2015 Broadway musical Hamilton.[171]

The first postage stamp to honor Hamilton was issued by the U.S. Post Office in 1870. The portrayals on the 1870 and 1888 issues are from the same engraved die, which was modeled after a bust of Hamilton by Italian sculptor Giuseppe Ceracchi[image: External link].[172] The Hamilton 1870 issue was the first U.S. postage stamp to honor a Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link]. The three-cent red commemorative issue, which was released on the 200th anniversary of Hamilton's birth in 1957, includes a rendition of the Federal Hall[image: External link] building, located in New York City.[173] On March 19, 1956, the United States Postal Service issued the $5 Liberty Issue[image: External link] postage stamp honoring Hamilton.[174]
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 The Grange




The Grange is the only home Alexander Hamilton ever owned. It is a Federal style[image: External link] mansion designed by John McComb Jr.[image: External link]. It was built on Hamilton's 32-acre country estate in Hamilton Heights[image: External link] in upper Manhattan, and was completed in 1802. Hamilton named the house "The Grange" after the estate of his grandfather Alexander in Ayrshire[image: External link], Scotland. The house remained in the family until 1833, when his widow Eliza sold it to Thomas E. Davis, a British-born real estate developer, for $25,000.[175] Part of the proceeds were used by Eliza to purchase a new townhouse from Davis in Greenwich Village[image: External link] (now known as the Hamilton-Holly House[image: External link], where Eliza lived until 1843 with her grown children Alexander and Eliza, and their spouses).[175]

The Grange was first moved from its original location in 1889, and was moved again in 2008 to a spot in St. Nicholas Park[image: External link] in Hamilton Heights, on land that was once part of the Hamilton estate. The historic structure, now designated as the Hamilton Grange National Memorial, was restored to its original 1802 appearance in 2011,[176] and is maintained by the National Park Service[image: External link].[177][178][179]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Colleges and universities




Columbia University[image: External link], Hamilton's alma mater, has official memorials to Hamilton on its campus in New York City. The college's main classroom building for the humanities is Hamilton Hall, and a large statue of Hamilton stands in front of it.[180][181] The university press[image: External link] has published his complete works in a multivolume letterpress[image: External link] edition.[182] Columbia University's student group for ROTC cadets and Marine officer candidates is named the Alexander Hamilton Society.[183]

Hamilton served as one of the first trustees of the Hamilton-Oneida Academy[image: External link] in Clinton, New York, which was renamed Hamilton College[image: External link] in 1812, after receiving a college charter.[184]

The main administration building of the United States Coast Guard Academy[image: External link] in New London, Connecticut[image: External link], is named Hamilton Hall to commemorate Hamilton's creation of the United States Revenue Cutter Service[image: External link], one of the predecessor services of the United States Coast Guard.[185]
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 Buildings and public art




At Hamilton's birthplace in Charlestown[image: External link], Nevis[image: External link], the Alexander Hamilton Museum[image: External link] is located in Hamilton House, a Georgian[image: External link]-style building rebuilt on the foundations of the house where Hamilton is believed to have been born and to have lived during his childhood.[186] The second floor of Hamilton House hosts the offices and meeting place of the island's legislature, the Nevis Island Assembly[image: External link].

In 1880, Hamilton's son John Church Hamilton commissioned Carl Conrads[image: External link] to sculpt a granite statue, now located in Central Park[image: External link], New York City.[187][188]

A bronze statue of Hamilton by Franklin Simmons[image: External link], dated 1905–06, overlooks the Great Falls[image: External link] of the Passaic River at Paterson Great Falls National Historical Park[image: External link] in New Jersey.

In 1990, the U.S. Custom House[image: External link] in New York City was renamed after Hamilton.[189]

The U.S. Army's Fort Hamilton in Brooklyn is named after Hamilton.

In Washington, D.C., the south terrace of the Treasury Building[image: External link] features a statue of Hamilton by James Earle Fraser[image: External link], which was dedicated on May 17, 1923.[190]

In Chicago, a thirteen-foot tall statue of Hamilton by sculptor John Angel[image: External link] was cast in 1939.[191] It was not installed at Lincoln Park[image: External link] until 1952, due to problems with a controversial 78-foot tall columned shelter[image: External link] designed for it and later demolished in 1993.[191][192] The statue has remained on public display, and was restored and regilded[image: External link] in 2016.[191]

A bronze sculpture of Hamilton titled The American Cape, by Kristen Visbal[image: External link], was unveiled at Journal Square in downtown Hamilton, Ohio, in October 2004.[193]
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 Geographic sites




Numerous American towns and cities, including Hamilton, Kansas[image: External link], Hamilton, Missouri[image: External link], Hamilton, Massachusetts[image: External link], and Hamilton, Ohio, were named in honor of Alexander Hamilton. In eight states, counties have been named for Hamilton:[194]



	Hamilton County, Florida[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Illinois[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Indiana[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Kansas[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Nebraska[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, New York[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Ohio[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Tennessee[image: External link]
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 On slavery




Main article: Alexander Hamilton and slavery


See also: New York Manumission Society


Hamilton is not known to have ever owned slaves, although members of his family were slave owners. At the time of her death, Hamilton's mother owned two slaves named Christian and Ajax, and she had written a will leaving them to her sons; however, due to their illegitimacy, Hamilton and his brother were held ineligible to inherit her property, and never took ownership of the slaves.[195]:17 Later, as a youth in St. Croix, Hamilton worked for a company trading in commodities that included slaves.[195]:17 During his career, Hamilton did occasionally purchase or sell slaves for others as their legal representative, and one of Hamilton's grandsons interpreted some of these journal entries as being purchases for himself.[196][197]

By the time of Hamilton's early participation in the American Revolution, his abolitionist sensibilities had become evident. Hamilton was active during the Revolution in trying to raise black troops for the army, with the promise of freedom. In the 1780s and 1790s he generally opposed pro-slavery southern interests, which he saw as hypocritical to the values of the American Revolution. In 1785 he joined his close associate John Jay in founding the New-York Society for Promoting the Manumission of Slaves, and Protecting Such of Them as Have Been, or May be Liberated, the main anti-slavery organization in New York. The society successfully promoted the abolition of the international slave trade in New York City and (shortly after his death) passed a state law to end slavery in New York through a decades-long process of emancipation, with a final end to slavery in the state on July 4, 1827.[195]

At a time when most white leaders doubted the capacity of blacks, Hamilton believed slavery was morally wrong and wrote that "their natural faculties are as good as ours."[198] Unlike contemporaries such as Jefferson, who considered the removal of freed slaves (to a western territory, the West Indies, or Africa) to be essential to any plan for emancipation, Hamilton pressed for emancipation with no such provisions.[195]:22 Hamilton and other Federalists supported Toussaint Louverture[image: External link]'s revolution against France in Haiti[image: External link], which had originated as a slave revolt.[195]:23 Hamilton's suggestions helped shape the Haitian constitution, and when Haiti became the Western Hemisphere's first independent black nation in 1804, Hamilton urged closer economic and diplomatic ties.[195]:23
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 On economics




Hamilton has been portrayed as the "patron saint" of the American School of economic philosophy that, according to one historian, dominated economic policy after 1861.[199]  He firmly supported government intervention in favor of business, after the manner of Jean-Baptiste Colbert[image: External link], as early as the fall of 1781.[1]:170[200][201]  Hamilton opposed the British ideas of free trade[image: External link], which he believed skewed benefits to colonial and imperial powers, in favor of protectionism[image: External link], which he believed would help develop the fledgling nation's emerging economy.  Henry C. Carey[image: External link] was inspired by his writings.  Hamilton influenced the ideas and work of the German Friedrich List[image: External link].[202]  In Hamilton's view, a strong executive, linked to the support of the people, could become the linchpin of an administrative republic.[203]  The dominance of executive leadership in the formulation and carrying out of policy was essential to resist the deterioration of republican government.[204]  Ian Patrick Austin has explored the similarities between Hamiltonian recommendations and the development of Meiji Japan[image: External link] after 1860.[205]
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 In popular culture




Apart from the $10 bill, a 1917 play, and a 1931 film, Hamilton did not attract much attention in American popular culture[206] until the advent of the 2015 hit Broadway musical Hamilton. The musical, which features music, lyrics, and a book by Lin-Manuel Miranda, is based on a biography by Ron Chernow. The New Yorker called the show "an achievement of historical and cultural reimagining. In Miranda's telling, the headlong rise of one self-made immigrant becomes the story of America."[207]  The Off-Broadway production of Hamilton won the 2015 Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Musical as well as seven other Drama Desk Awards.  In 2016, Hamilton received the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and a record 16 Tony Awards[image: External link] nominations,[208] winning 11 of them including Best Musical.[209]

Hamilton has also appeared as a significant figure in popular works focusing on other American political figures of his time. He is a major character in Gore Vidal[image: External link]'s 1973 historical novel Burr[image: External link][210][211] and in episodes of the 1976 PBS miniseries[image: External link] The Adams Chronicles[image: External link],[212] and a major villain in L. Neil Smith[image: External link]'s libertarian[image: External link] alternative history[image: External link] series North American Confederacy[image: External link]. Hamilton was played by Rufus Sewell[image: External link] in two episodes of a TV portrayal of John Adams' life, the 2008 seven part HBO[image: External link] miniseries John Adams[image: External link], with Paul Giamatti[image: External link] in the title role.[213]
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 See also





	Compromise of 1790

	History of central banking in the United States[image: External link]

	Infant industry argument[image: External link]

	Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link]

	Panic of 1792[image: External link]

	Burr-Hamilton Duel
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^ Hamilton's spelling "Lavien" may be a Sephardic[image: External link] version of "Levine". The couple may have lived apart from one another under an order of legal separation, with Faucette as the guilty party, meaning that her remarriage was not permitted on St. Croix.


	
^ Thomas Jefferson wrote years afterward that Hamilton had a discussion with him around this time period about the capital of the United States being relocated to Virginia by mean of a 'pill' that "would be peculiarly bitter to the Southern States, and that some concomitant measure should be adopted to sweeten it a little to them".


	
^ The System of Revenue Cutters was also known as the Revenue Service, Revenue-Marine Service, and System of Cutters after being enacted by Congress. It officially became the Coast Guard in 1915.


	
^ Quote: I see by a paper of last evening that even in New York a meeting of the people has taken place, at the instance of the Republican party, and that a committee is appointed for the like purpose. See also Smith, (2004) p.832.


	
^ The May 1800 election chose the New York legislature, which would in turn choose electors; Burr had won this by making it a referendum on the presidency, and by persuading better-qualified candidates to run, who declared their candidacy only after the Federalists had announced their ticket. Hamilton asked Jay and the lame-duck legislature to pass a law declaring a special federal election, in which each district would choose an elector. He also supplied a map, with as many Federalist districts as possible.


	
^ Hamilton had given his son Philip the same advice in his duel with George I. Eacker in 1801 that resulted in Philip's death. The maneuver of throwing shots on the field of honor was referred to as delope by the French. (Chernow, p. 653)


	
^ Adair and Harvey, "Christian Statesman?"; Quotes on the Christian Constitutional Society are from Hamilton's letter to James A. Bayard of April 1802, quoted by Adair and Harvey. McDonald, says p. 356, that Hamilton's faith "had not entirely departed" him before the crisis of 1801.
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Richard Rodgers Theatre






The Richard Rodgers Theatre is a Broadway theater[image: External link] located at 226 West 46th Street, between Broadway and 8th Avenue, in New York City[image: External link]. The theatre was built by Irwin Chanin[image: External link] in 1925 and was originally called Chanin's 46th Street Theatre. Chanin almost immediately leased it to the Shuberts[image: External link], who bought the building outright in 1931 and renamed it the 46th Street Theatre. In 1945, the theatre was taken over by Robert W. Dowling[image: External link].[1] In 1960, it was purchased by the producer Lester Osterman.,[2] who sold it to producers Stephen R. Friedman and Irwin Meyer in 1978.[3] In 1981, it was purchased and renovated by the Nederlander Organization[image: External link], who in 1990 changed the house's name to the Richard Rodgers Theatre in memory of the composer[image: External link].[4]

The theatre currently holds the distinction of having housed the greatest number (eleven) of Tony Award[image: External link]-winning Best Plays[image: External link] and Best Musicals, more than any other theatre on Broadway.[5]
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 Chanin's seating plan




The Richard Rodgers Theatre is notable in that it was the first to feature Chanin's 'democratic' seating plan. In most earlier Broadway theatres, patrons seated in the cheaper balcony and mezzanine sections utilized separate entrances from patrons who had purchased the more expensive orchestra section seats. Instead, all patrons entered the new theatre through the same doors, and a series of steps inside the house led to the upper seating areas.
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 Production history






	Production
	First Preview
	Opening Date
	Closing Date
	Notes



	The Greenwich Village Follies
	N/A
	December 24, 1925
	May 1926
	



	DuBarry Was a Lady[image: External link]
	N/A
	December 6, 1939
	N/A
	Transferred from the Rodgers to the Royale Theatre[image: External link] in October 1940 before closing on December 12, 1940.



	Finian's Rainbow[image: External link]
	N/A
	January 10, 1947
	October 2, 1946
	



	Guys and Dolls[image: External link]
	N/A
	November 24, 1950
	November 28, 1953
	1951 Tony Award for Best Musical



	Ondine[image: External link]
	N/A
	February 18, 1954
	July 3, 1954
	



	The Bad Seed[image: External link]
	N/A
	December 8, 1954
	N/A
	Transferred from the Rodgers to the Coronet Theatre[image: External link] in April 1955 before closing on September 27, 1955.



	Damn Yankees[image: External link]
	N/A
	May 5, 1955
	N/A
	1956 Tony Award for Best Musical. Transferred from the Rodgers to the Adelphi Theatre[image: External link] in May 1957 before closing on October 12, 1957.



	Redhead[image: External link]
	N/A
	February 5, 1959
	March 19, 1960
	1959 Tony Award for Best Musical



	Donnybrook![image: External link]
	May 17, 1961
	May 18, 1961
	July 15, 1961
	



	How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying
	October 12, 1961
	October 14, 1961
	March 6, 1965
	1962 Tony Award for Best Musical



	1776
	N/A
	March 16, 1969
	N/A
	1969 Tony Award for Best Musical. Transferred from the Rodgers to the St. James Theatre[image: External link] in December 1970, where it played until April 1971. 1776 then moved to the Majestic Theatre[image: External link] before closing on February 13, 1972.



	Raisin[image: External link]
	October 10, 1973
	October 18, 1973
	December 7, 1975
	1974 Tony Award for Best Musical



	Chicago[image: External link]
	May 12, 1975
	June 3, 1975
	August 22, 1977
	



	The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas[image: External link]
	N/A
	June 19, 1978
	March 27, 1982
	



	Nine
	April 22, 1982
	May 9, 1982
	February 4, 1984
	1982 Tony Award for Best Musical



	Fences
	March 17, 1987
	March 26, 1987
	June 26, 1988
	1987 Tony Award for Best Play[image: External link]



	Lost in Yonkers
	February 12, 1991
	February 21, 1991
	January 3, 1993
	1991 Tony Award for Best Play[image: External link]



	How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying
	March 10, 1995
	March 23, 1995
	July 14, 1996
	



	Chicago[image: External link]
	October 23, 1996
	November 14, 1996
	N/A
	1997 Tony Award for Best Revival of a Musical[image: External link]. Transferred from the Rodgers to the Shubert Theatre[image: External link] in February 1997, where it played until January 2003. Chicago then moved to Ambassador Theatre[image: External link], where it is still running.



	Steel Pier[image: External link]
	March 27, 1997
	April 24, 1997
	June 28, 1997
	



	Side Show[image: External link]
	September 19, 1997
	October 16, 1997
	January 3, 1998
	



	Footloose[image: External link]
	October 5, 1998
	October 22, 1998
	July 2, 2000
	



	Seussical[image: External link]
	November 1, 2000
	November 30, 2000
	May 20, 2001



	Private Lives[image: External link]
	April 19, 2002
	April 28, 2002
	September 1, 2002
	



	Movin' Out[image: External link]
	September 30, 2002
	October 24, 2002
	December 11, 2005
	



	Tarzan[image: External link]
	March 24, 2006
	May 10, 2006
	July 8, 2007
	



	Cyrano de Bergerac[image: External link]
	October 12, 2007
	November 1, 2007
	January 6, 2008
	



	In The Heights[image: External link]
	February 14, 2008
	March 9, 2008
	January 9, 2011
	2008 Tony Award for Best Musical



	Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo[image: External link]
	March 11, 2011
	March 31, 2011
	July 3, 2011
	



	The Gershwins' Porgy and Bess[image: External link]
	December 17, 2011
	January 12, 2012
	September 23, 2012
	2012 Tony Award for Best Revival of a Musical[image: External link]



	Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
	December 18, 2012
	January 17, 2013
	March 30, 2013
	



	The Rascals: Once Upon a Dream[image: External link]
	April 15, 2013
	April 16, 2013
	May 5, 2013
	



	Romeo and Juliet[image: External link]
	August 24, 2013
	September 19, 2013
	December 8, 2013
	



	If/Then[image: External link]
	March 5, 2014
	March 30, 2014
	March 22, 2015
	



	Hamilton
	July 13, 2015
	August 6, 2015
	
	2016 Tony Award for Best Musical; 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Drama
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 Box office record




Hamilton achieved the box office record for the Richard Rodgers Theatre. The production grossed $3,335,430 for the week ending January 1st, 2017 with a top ticket price at $998 and 105.887% of the theatre's gross potential.[6]
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70Th Tony Awards






The 70th Annual Tony Awards were held on June 12, 2016, to recognize achievement in Broadway productions during the 2015–16 season. The ceremony temporarily returned to the Beacon Theatre[image: External link] in New York City after three years at Radio City Music Hall[image: External link] and was broadcast live by CBS[image: External link].[1] James Corden[image: External link] served as host.[2]

Hamilton received a record-setting 16 nominations in 13 categories, winning 11 total.[3] The revival of The Color Purple[image: External link] won two awards. The Humans[image: External link] won four awards, and the revival productions of plays Long Day's Journey into Night and A View from the Bridge[image: External link] each won two awards.



TOP
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 Eligibility




Shows that opened on Broadway during the 2015–2016 season before April 28, 2016, were eligible for consideration.[4]




	

	Original plays




	An Act of God[image: External link]

	China Doll[image: External link]

	Eclipsed[image: External link]

	The Father[image: External link]

	The Humans[image: External link]

	King Charles III[image: External link]

	Misery[image: External link]

	Our Mother's Brief Affair

	Thérèse Raquin[image: External link]




	

	Original musicals




	Allegiance[image: External link]

	Amazing Grace[image: External link]

	American Psycho[image: External link]

	Bright Star[image: External link]

	Disaster![image: External link]

	Hamilton

	On Your Feet![image: External link]

	School of Rock[image: External link]

	Shuffle Along

	Tuck Everlasting[image: External link]

	Waitress[image: External link]




	

	Play revivals




	Blackbird[image: External link]

	The Crucible[image: External link]

	Fool for Love[image: External link]

	Fully Committed

	The Gin Game

	Hughie[image: External link]

	Long Day's Journey into Night

	Noises Off[image: External link]

	Old Times[image: External link]

	Sylvia[image: External link]

	A View from the Bridge[image: External link]




	

	Musical revivals




	The Color Purple[image: External link]

	Dames at Sea[image: External link]

	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]

	She Loves Me[image: External link]

	Spring Awakening
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 Awards events
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 Nominations




The Tony Award nominations were announced on May 3, 2016, by Nikki M. James[image: External link] and Andrew Rannells.

Hamilton garnered 16 nominations—the most received by any Broadway production to date. Following Hamilton, the season's most-nominated shows included Shuffle Along with 10 nominations and the Roundabout Theatre Company[image: External link] revival of She Loves Me[image: External link] with eight. The revival of Long Day's Journey into Night—also produced by Roundabout[image: External link]—received seven nominations. New plays Eclipsed[image: External link] and The Humans[image: External link] both received six nominations.[3]

The 2015–16 season marked the first time since 1960 and the fourth time in history that five shows had been nominated for Best Musical.[5]
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 Other events




The annual Meet the Nominees Press Reception took place on May 4, 2016, at the Paramount Hotel[image: External link].[6][7][8] The annual Nominees Luncheon took place on May 19, 2016 at the Paramount Hotel[image: External link].[9] A toast honoring the season's Creative Arts nominees was held at the Lambs Club[image: External link] on May 24, 2016.[10] A private reception and cocktail party was held on June 6, 2016, at the Paramount Hotel[image: External link]'s Diamond Horseshoe to honor the recipients of the season's Tony Honors for Excellence.[11]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Ceremony




The ceremony was dedicated in honor of the victims of the 2016 Orlando nightclub shooting[image: External link], which had occurred earlier that morning.[12] Corden addressed the shooting in a speech at the beginning of the telecast, stating "All we can say is that you are not on your own right now, your tragedy is our tragedy. Theater is a place where every race, creed, sexuality, and gender is equal, is embraced and is loved. Hate will never win."[13] Winners Lin-Manuel Miranda and Frank Langella also addressed the shooting in their acceptance speeches. Miranda read a sonnet[image: External link] that he had written, which included the passage "Love is love is love is love is love is love is love is love; Cannot be killed or swept aside."[14] In respect toward the victims of the shooting, the cast of Hamilton dropped the use of muskets from their performance of "Yorktown (The World Turned Upside Down)" at the ceremony.[15]
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 Presenters




The ceremony's presenters included:[16][17][18][19]




	

	Uzo Aduba[image: External link]

	Cate Blanchett[image: External link]

	Christian Borle[image: External link]

	Edie Brickell[image: External link]

	Common[image: External link]

	Claire Danes[image: External link]

	Jesse Tyler Ferguson[image: External link]

	Josh Groban[image: External link]

	Jake Gyllenhaal[image: External link]

	Neil Patrick Harris[image: External link]

	Sean Hayes[image: External link]

	Nikki M. James[image: External link]




	

	James Earl Jones[image: External link]

	Daniel Dae Kim[image: External link]

	Carole King[image: External link]

	Diane Lane[image: External link]

	Nathan Lane[image: External link]

	Angela Lansbury[image: External link]

	Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]

	Lucy Liu[image: External link]

	Steve Martin[image: External link]

	Audra McDonald[image: External link]

	Marlee Matlin[image: External link]

	Patina Miller[image: External link]




	

	Bebe Neuwirth[image: External link]

	Andrew Rannells

	Chita Rivera[image: External link]

	Saoirse Ronan[image: External link]

	Keri Russell[image: External link]

	Meg Ryan[image: External link]

	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]

	Aaron Tveit[image: External link]

	Blair Underwood[image: External link]

	Mary Elizabeth Winstead[image: External link]

	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
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 Performances




The following shows performed on the ceremony's telecast:[20]




	

	"If You Knew My Story" - Bright Star[image: External link] — Steve Martin[image: External link] and Edie Brickell[image: External link] appeared with the company[21]


	"Mysterious Ways" / "I'm Here" - The Color Purple[image: External link]


	"Sunrise, Sunset[image: External link]" / "The Wedding Dance" - Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]


	"History Has Its Eyes on You" / "Yorktown (The World Turned Upside Down)" - Hamilton


	"Mega Mix" ("Rhythm is Gonna Get You" / "Conga" / "Oye" / "Turn the Beat Around" / "Everlasting Love" / "Get on Your Feet") - On Your Feet![image: External link] — Gloria Estefan[image: External link] performed with the company[21]





	

	"You're In The Band" - School of Rock[image: External link]


	"Ilona" / "She Loves Me" / "Vanilla Ice Cream" - She Loves Me[image: External link]


	"Broadway Blues" - Shuffle Along


	"Mama Who Bore Me" / "The Bitch of Living" - Spring Awakening


	"Opening Up" / "She Used to Be Mine" - Waitress[image: External link] —Sara Bareilles[image: External link] performed with the company[21]











Performances that were introduced by individuals who had a relationship with the show included: Steve Martin and Edie Brickell[image: External link] for Bright Star; Oprah Winfrey for The Color Purple; Josh Groban for Fiddler on the Roof; Emilio Estefan for On Your Feet!; Andrew Lloyd Webber for School of Rock; Meg Ryan for She Loves Me; Marlee Matlin for Spring Awakening; and Keri Russell for Waitress. President Obama and Michelle Obama[image: External link], in a recorded appearance, spoke of seeing the beginnings of Hamilton at the White House.[22] The ceremony also featured a special tribute performance in honor of the 20-year anniversary of the revival production of the musical Chicago[image: External link], featuring Bebe Neuwirth[image: External link] and company.[23]

The opening number, “That Could Be Me/This Could Be You,” was created by host Corden and Gary Barlow[image: External link], consisting of snippets from many musicals with Corden and the ensemble replicating shows such as Les Misérables, The Lion King[image: External link], and ending with 42nd Street[image: External link].[22] During the ceremony, outside the Beacon Theatre, cast members of nominated shows and other nominees performed brief performance excerpts of iconic shows in the Broadway canon, ranging from The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] to Annie to Rent.[22] The show closed with the cast of Hamilton performing "The Schuyler Sisters".
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 Non-competitive awards




The 2016 Tony Honors for Excellence[image: External link] were awarded to voice coach Joan Lader, attorney Seth Gelblum, and Sally Ann Parsons, owner of the costume shop Parsons-Meares.[24] Lyricist Sheldon Harnick[image: External link] and Circle Repertory Company[image: External link] founder Marshall W. Mason[image: External link] received Special Tony Awards for Lifetime Achievement[image: External link].[25] The National Endowment for the Arts[image: External link] and Miles Wilkin, COO and executive vice president of Key Brand Entertainment, received the season's Special Tony Awards[image: External link].[26] Paper Mill Playhouse[image: External link] in Millburn, New Jersey[image: External link] received the Regional Theatre Tony Award[image: External link].[27] Brian Stokes Mitchell[image: External link] was named as recipient of the Isabelle Stevenson Award[image: External link] for his work with the Actors Fund[image: External link].[28] The season's Excellence in Theatre Education Award was awarded to drama teacher Marilyn McCormick of Cass Technical High School[image: External link] in Detroit[image: External link].[29]
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 Winners and nominees




Sources: Playbill;[30] The New York Times;[3] The Guardian[31]
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	King Charles III[image: External link]








	

	
Hamilton

	Bright Star[image: External link]

	School of Rock[image: External link]

	Shuffle Along

	Waitress[image: External link]











	
Best Revival of a Play[image: External link] ‡
	
Best Revival of a Musical[image: External link] ‡



	

	
A View from the Bridge[image: External link]

	Blackbird[image: External link]

	The Crucible[image: External link]

	Long Day's Journey Into Night[image: External link]

	Noises Off[image: External link]








	

	
The Color Purple[image: External link]

	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]

	She Loves Me[image: External link]

	Spring Awakening











	Best Performance by a Leading Actor in a Play[image: External link]
	Best Performance by a Leading Actress in a Play[image: External link]



	

	
Frank Langella[image: External link] – The Father[image: External link] as Andre

	
Gabriel Byrne[image: External link] – Long Day's Journey into Night as James Tyrone

	
Jeff Daniels[image: External link] – Blackbird[image: External link] as Ray

	
Tim Pigott-Smith[image: External link] – King Charles III[image: External link] as Charles[image: External link]


	
Mark Strong[image: External link] – A View from the Bridge[image: External link] as Eddie Carbone








	

	
Jessica Lange[image: External link] – Long Day's Journey into Night as Mary Tyrone

	
Laurie Metcalf[image: External link] – Misery[image: External link] as Annie Wilkes[image: External link]


	
Lupita Nyong'o[image: External link] – Eclipsed[image: External link] as The Girl

	
Sophie Okonedo[image: External link] – The Crucible[image: External link] as Elizabeth Proctor[image: External link]


	
Michelle Williams[image: External link] – Blackbird[image: External link] as Una Spencer











	Best Performance by a Leading Actor in a Musical
	Best Performance by a Leading Actress in a Musical



	

	
Leslie Odom, Jr. – Hamilton as Aaron Burr

	
Alex Brightman[image: External link] – School of Rock[image: External link] as Dewey Finn

	
Danny Burstein[image: External link] – Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link] as Tevye[image: External link]


	
Zachary Levi[image: External link] – She Loves Me[image: External link] as Georg Nowack

	
Lin-Manuel Miranda – Hamilton as Alexander Hamilton









	

	
Cynthia Erivo[image: External link] – The Color Purple[image: External link] as Celie Harris Johnson

	
Laura Benanti[image: External link] – She Loves Me[image: External link] as Amalia Balash

	
Carmen Cusack[image: External link] – Bright Star[image: External link] as Alice Murphy

	
Jessie Mueller[image: External link] – Waitress[image: External link] as Jenna Hunterson

	
Phillipa Soo – Hamilton as Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton












	Best Performance by a Featured Actor in a Play[image: External link]
	Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Play[image: External link]



	

	
Reed Birney[image: External link] – The Humans[image: External link] as Erik Blake

	
Bill Camp[image: External link] – The Crucible[image: External link] as Reverend John Hale

	
David Furr[image: External link] – Noises Off[image: External link] as Gary Lejeune

	
Richard Goulding[image: External link] – King Charles III[image: External link] as Prince Harry[image: External link]


	
Michael Shannon[image: External link] – Long Day's Journey into Night as James Tyrone, Jr.








	

	
Jayne Houdyshell[image: External link] – The Humans[image: External link] as Deirdre Blake

	Pascale Armand – Eclipsed[image: External link] as Wife #3

	
Megan Hilty[image: External link] – Noises Off[image: External link] as Brooke Ashton

	
Andrea Martin[image: External link] – Noises Off[image: External link] as Dotty Otley

	
Saycon Sengbloh[image: External link] – Eclipsed[image: External link] as Wife #1











	Best Performance by a Featured Actor in a Musical
	Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Musical



	

	
Daveed Diggs[image: External link] – Hamilton as Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link] / Thomas Jefferson

	
Brandon Victor Dixon – Shuffle Along as Eubie Blake[image: External link]


	
Christopher Fitzgerald[image: External link] – Waitress[image: External link] as Ogie

	
Jonathan Groff – Hamilton as King George III[image: External link]


	
Christopher Jackson – Hamilton as George Washington









	

	
Renée Elise Goldsberry – Hamilton as Angelica Schuyler Church

	
Danielle Brooks[image: External link] – The Color Purple[image: External link] as Sofia Johnson

	
Jane Krakowski[image: External link] – She Loves Me[image: External link] as Ilona Ritter

	Jennifer Simard – Disaster![image: External link] as Sister Mary Downy

	
Adrienne Warren[image: External link] – Shuffle Along as Gertrude Saunders / Florence Mills[image: External link]












	Best Book of a Musical
	Best Original Score (Music and/or Lyrics) Written for the Theatre



	

	
Hamilton – Lin-Manuel Miranda

	
Bright Star[image: External link] – Steve Martin[image: External link]


	
School of Rock[image: External link] – Julian Fellowes[image: External link]


	
Shuffle Along – George C. Wolfe[image: External link]









	

	
Hamilton – Lin-Manuel Miranda (music and lyrics)

	
Bright Star[image: External link] – Edie Brickell[image: External link] (music and lyrics) and Steve Martin[image: External link] (music)

	
School of Rock[image: External link] – Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link] (music) and Glenn Slater[image: External link] (lyrics)

	
Waitress[image: External link] – Sara Bareilles[image: External link] (music and lyrics)











	Best Scenic Design in a Play[image: External link]
	Best Scenic Design in a Musical



	

	
David Zinn – The Humans[image: External link]

	Beowulf Boritt – Thérèse Raquin[image: External link]


	
Christopher Oram[image: External link] – Hughie[image: External link]


	Jan Versweyveld – A View from the Bridge[image: External link]









	

	
David Rockwell[image: External link] – She Loves Me[image: External link]

	
Es Devlin[image: External link] and Finn Ross – American Psycho[image: External link]


	David Korins – Hamilton


	
Santo Loquasto[image: External link] – Shuffle Along












	Best Costume Design in a Play[image: External link]
	Best Costume Design in a Musical



	

	
Clint Ramos – Eclipsed[image: External link]

	
Jane Greenwood[image: External link] – Long Day's Journey into Night


	Michael Krass – Noises Off[image: External link]


	Tom Scutt – King Charles III[image: External link]









	

	
Paul Tazewell – Hamilton

	
Gregg Barnes[image: External link] – Tuck Everlasting[image: External link]


	Jeff Mahshie – She Loves Me[image: External link]


	
Ann Roth[image: External link] – Shuffle Along












	Best Lighting Design in a Play[image: External link]
	Best Lighting Design in a Musical



	

	
Natasha Katz[image: External link] – Long Day's Journey into Night

	Justin Townsend – The Humans[image: External link]


	Jan Versweyveld – The Crucible[image: External link]


	Jan Versweyveld – A View from the Bridge[image: External link]









	

	
Howell Binkley – Hamilton

	
Jules Fisher[image: External link] and Peggy Eisenhauer[image: External link] – Shuffle Along


	Ben Stanton – Spring Awakening


	Justin Townsend – American Psycho[image: External link]












	Best Direction of a Play[image: External link]
	Best Direction of a Musical



	

	
Ivo van Hove[image: External link] – A View from the Bridge[image: External link]

	
Rupert Goold[image: External link] – King Charles III[image: External link]


	
Jonathan Kent[image: External link] – Long Day's Journey into Night


	
Joe Mantello[image: External link] – The Humans[image: External link]


	Liesl Tommy – Eclipsed[image: External link]









	

	
Thomas Kail – Hamilton

	
Michael Arden[image: External link] – Spring Awakening


	
John Doyle[image: External link] – The Color Purple[image: External link]


	
Scott Ellis[image: External link] – She Loves Me[image: External link]


	
George C. Wolfe[image: External link] – Shuffle Along












	Best Choreography
	Best Orchestrations



	

	
Andy Blankenbuehler – Hamilton

	
Savion Glover[image: External link] – Shuffle Along


	
Hofesh Shechter[image: External link] – Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]


	
Randy Skinner[image: External link] – Dames at Sea[image: External link]


	
Sergio Trujillo[image: External link] – On Your Feet![image: External link]









	

	
Alex Lacamoire – Hamilton

	August Eriksmoen – Bright Star[image: External link]


	
Larry Hochman[image: External link] – She Loves Me[image: External link]


	Daryl Waters – Shuffle Along













‡ The award is presented to the producer(s) of the musical or play.[32]
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 Awards and nominations per production






	Production
	Nominations
	Awards



	Hamilton
	16
	11



	Shuffle Along
	10
	0



	She Loves Me[image: External link]
	8
	1



	Long Day's Journey into Night
	7
	2



	The Humans[image: External link]
	6
	4



	Eclipsed[image: External link]
	6
	1



	A View from the Bridge[image: External link]
	5
	2



	Bright Star[image: External link]
	5
	0



	King Charles III[image: External link]
	5
	0



	Noises Off[image: External link]
	5
	0



	The Color Purple[image: External link]
	4
	2



	The Crucible[image: External link]
	4
	0



	School of Rock[image: External link]
	4
	0



	Waitress[image: External link]
	4
	0



	Blackbird[image: External link]
	3
	0



	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]
	3
	0



	Spring Awakening
	3
	0



	The Father[image: External link]
	2
	1



	American Psycho[image: External link]
	2
	0



	Dames at Sea[image: External link]
	1
	0



	Disaster![image: External link]
	1
	0



	Hughie[image: External link]
	1
	0



	Misery[image: External link]
	1
	0



	On Your Feet![image: External link]
	1
	0



	Thérèse Raquin[image: External link]
	1
	0



	Tuck Everlasting[image: External link]
	1
	0
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 Individuals with multiple nominations





	3: Lin-Manuel Miranda; Jan Versweyveld

	2: Steve Martin[image: External link];[33] Justin Townsend; George C. Wolfe[image: External link]
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 In Memoriam






	Doris Roberts[image: External link]

	Sir Peter Shaffer[image: External link]

	Billie Allen[image: External link]

	Arnold Wesker[image: External link]

	Patty Duke[image: External link]

	Anne Jackson[image: External link]

	Robert de Michiell

	Ken Howard[image: External link]

	Maureen O'Hara[image: External link]

	Michael White[image: External link]

	Samuel "Biff" Liff

	Brian Bedford[image: External link]

	Kyle Jean-Baptiste[image: External link]

	Brian Friel[image: External link]

	Patricia Elliott[image: External link]

	Richard Libertini[image: External link]

	Dean Jones[image: External link]

	Elizabeth Swados[image: External link]

	Alan Rickman[image: External link]

	David Margulies[image: External link]

	David Bowie[image: External link]

	Saeed Jaffrey[image: External link]

	Frank D. Gilroy[image: External link]

	Theodore Bikel[image: External link]

	Dick Van Patten[image: External link]

	Donald R. Seawell

	Roger Rees[image: External link]
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 See also





	2016 Laurence Olivier Awards[image: External link]
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Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater Album






The Grammy Award[image: External link] for Best Musical Theater Album has been awarded since 1959. The award was given only to the album producer, and to the composer and lyricist who wrote at least 51% of the music which had not been recorded previously.

Over the years, the qualifications for the individual nominees has fluctuated with principal artists, composers, and producers at one point being the sole eligible nominee, to the more recent standard which includes those whose contributions accounted for the majority of the album. As of 2012, the award description is as follows: "Award to the principal vocalist(s) and the album producer(s) of 51% or more playing time of the album. The lyricist(s) and composer(s) of a new score are eligible for an Award if they have written and/or composed a new score which comprises 51% or more playing time of the album." Therefore, composers and lyricists are ineligible when recordings contain a majority of previously released material (revivals, collected works). Also, while they are not listed among the nominees, since 2001 the Recording Academy has awarded an official Grammy to the engineers/mixers of the winning Album.

Years reflect the year in which the Grammy Awards were handed out, for music released in the previous year. As of 2008, the current eligibility year is defined by the Recording Academy as beginning October 1, and ending the following September 30. Awards are given in February following the eligibility period.



TOP
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 Name changes




This award has had several minor name changes:


	In 1959 the award was known as Best Original Cast Album (Broadway or TV)


	In 1960 it was awarded as Best Broadway Show Album


	In 1961 it was awarded as Best Show Album (Original Cast)


	From 1962 to 1963 it was awarded as Best Original Cast Show Album


	From 1964 to 1973 it was awarded as Best Score From an Original Cast Show Album


	From 1974 to 1975 it was awarded as Best Score From the Original Cast Show Album


	From 1976 to 1986 it was awarded as Best Cast Show Album


	From 1987 to 1991 it was awarded as Best Musical Cast Show Album


	From 1992 to 2011 it was awarded as Best Musical Show Album


	From 2012 it has been known as Best Musical Theater Album.[1]
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 Recipients






	Year[I]
	Winner(s)
	Work
	Nominees
	Ref.



	1959[image: External link]
	Willson, MeredithMeredith Willson[image: External link] (composer)
	The Music Man[image: External link]
	

	Flower Drum Song[image: External link] – Richard Rodgers[image: External link] (composer)

	The Music from Peter Gunn[image: External link] – Henry Mancini[image: External link] (composer)

	Sound of Jazz, Seven Lively Arts[image: External link] – Count Basie, Billie Holliday and others

	Victory at Sea, Vol. 2[image: External link] – RCA Victor Symphony




	[2][3]



	1960[image: External link]
	Merman, EthelEthel Merman[image: External link] (artist) (TIE)

Verdon, GwenGwen Verdon[image: External link] (artist) (TIE)
	Gypsy[image: External link] (TIE)

Redhead[image: External link] (TIE)
	

	Ages of Man[image: External link] – John Gielgud[image: External link] (artist)

	Once Upon a Mattress[image: External link] – Hal Hastings (conductor)

	A Party with Betty Comden and Adolph Green[image: External link] – Betty Comden[image: External link] & Adolph Green[image: External link] (artist)




	[2][4]



	1961[image: External link]
	Hammerstein II, OscarOscar Hammerstein II[image: External link] & Richard Rodgers[image: External link] (composers)
	The Sound Of Music[image: External link]
	

	Bye Bye Birdie[image: External link] – Charles Strouse[image: External link] & Lee Adams[image: External link] (composers)

	Camelot[image: External link] – Alan Jay Lerner[image: External link] & Frederick Loewe[image: External link] (composers)

	Fiorello! – Jerry Bock[image: External link] & Sheldon Harnick[image: External link] (composers)

	The Unsinkable Molly Brown[image: External link] – Meredith Willson[image: External link] (composer)




	[2][5]



	1962[image: External link]
	Loesser, FrankFrank Loesser[image: External link] (composer)
	How To Succeed In Business Without Really Trying[image: External link]
	

	Carnival[image: External link] – Bob Merrill[image: External link]

	Do Re Mi[image: External link] – Jule Styne, Betty Comden & Adolph Green (composers)

	Milk and Honey[image: External link] – Jerry Herman[image: External link]

	Wildcat[image: External link] – Cy Coleman[image: External link] & Carolyn Leigh[image: External link] (composers)




	[2][6]



	1963[image: External link]
	Rodgers, RichardRichard Rodgers[image: External link] (composer)
	No Strings[image: External link]
	

	Beyond the Fringe[image: External link] – Dudley Moore[image: External link] (composer)

	A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum[image: External link] – Stephen Sondheim (composer)

	Oliver![image: External link] – Lionel Bart[image: External link] (composer)

	Stop the World, I Want to Get Off[image: External link] – Leslie Bricusse[image: External link], Anthony Newley[image: External link] (composers)




	[2][7]



	1964[image: External link]
	Bock, JerryJerry Bock[image: External link] & Sheldon Harnick[image: External link] (composers)
	She Loves Me[image: External link]
	

	110 in the Shade[image: External link] – Harvey Schmidt[image: External link], Tom Jones[image: External link] (composers)

	Jennie[image: External link] – Arthur Schwartz[image: External link], Howard Dietz[image: External link] (composers)

	Tovarich[image: External link] – Lee Pockriss[image: External link], Anne Cromwell (composers)




	[2][8]



	1965[image: External link]
	Merrill, BobBob Merrill[image: External link] & Jule Styne[image: External link] (composers)
	Funny Girl[image: External link]
	

	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link] – Jerry Bock[image: External link] & Sheldon Harnick[image: External link] (composers)

	High Spirits[image: External link] – Hugh Martin[image: External link] & Timothy Gray[image: External link] (composers)

	Hello, Dolly![image: External link] – Jerry Herman[image: External link] (composer)

	What Makes Sammy Run?[image: External link] – Ervin Drake[image: External link] (composer)




	[2][9]



	1966[image: External link]
	Lerner, Alan J.Alan J. Lerner[image: External link] & Burton Lane[image: External link] (composers)
	On a Clear Day You Can See Forever[image: External link]
	

	Bajour[image: External link] – Walter Marks[image: External link] (composer)

	Baker Street[image: External link] – Marian Grudeff[image: External link] & Raymond Jessell (composers)

	Do I Hear a Waltz?[image: External link] – Richard Rodgers & Stephen Sondheim (composers)

	Half a Sixpence[image: External link] – David Heneker[image: External link] (composer)




	[2][10]



	1967[image: External link]
	Herman, JerryJerry Herman[image: External link] (composer)
	Mame[image: External link]
	

	The Apple Tree[image: External link] – Jerry Bock & Sheldon Harnick (composers)

	Man of La Mancha[image: External link] – Mitch Leigh[image: External link] & Joe Darion[image: External link] (composers)

	Skyscraper[image: External link] – Jimmy Van Heusen[image: External link] & Sammy Cahn[image: External link] (composers)

	Sweet Charity[image: External link] – Cy Coleman[image: External link] & Dorothy Fields[image: External link] (composers)




	[2][11]



	1968[image: External link]
	Ebb, FredFred Ebb[image: External link] & John Kander[image: External link] (composers)

 · produced by Goddard Lieberson[image: External link]
	Cabaret[image: External link]
	

	Hallelujah, Baby![image: External link] – Jule Styne[image: External link], Betty Comden & Adolph Green (composers)

	I Do! I Do![image: External link] – Harvey Schmidt & Tom Jones (composers)

	Walking Happy[image: External link] – Sammy Cahn & Jimmy Van Heusen (composers)

	You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown[image: External link] – Clark Gesner[image: External link] (composer)




	[2][12]



	1969[image: External link]
	MacDermot, GaltGalt MacDermot[image: External link], Gerome Ragni[image: External link] & James Rado[image: External link] (composers)

 · produced by Andy Wiswell
	Hair[image: External link]
	

	George M![image: External link] – George M. Cohan[image: External link] (composer)

	The Happy Time[image: External link] – Fred Ebb & John Kander (composers)

	Jacques Brel Is Alive and Well and Living in Paris[image: External link] – Jacques Brel[image: External link] (composer)

	Your Own Thing[image: External link] – Hal Hester & Danny Apolinar (composers)




	[2][13]



	1970[image: External link]
	Bacharach, BurtBurt Bacharach[image: External link] & Hal David[image: External link] (composers)

 · produced by Henry Jerome[image: External link] & Phil Ramone[image: External link]
	Promises, Promises[image: External link]
	

	1776 – Sherman Edwards[image: External link] (composer)

	Dames At Sea[image: External link] – George Haimsohn[image: External link], Rubin Miller, Jim J. Wise[image: External link] (composers)

	Oh! Calcutta![image: External link] – Robert Dennis, Stanley Walden[image: External link], Peter Schickele[image: External link] (composers)

	Zorba[image: External link] – John Kander & Fred Ebb (composers)




	[2][14]



	1971[image: External link]
	Sondheim, StephenStephen Sondheim (composer)

 · produced by Thomas Z. Shepard[image: External link]
	Company[image: External link]
	

	Applause[image: External link] – Charles Strouse[image: External link] & Lee Adams[image: External link] (composers)

	Coco[image: External link] – Alan Jay Lerner & André Previn[image: External link] (composers)

	Joy – Oscar Brown, Jr.[image: External link], Jean Pace & Sivuca[image: External link] (composers)

	Purlie[image: External link] – Gary Geld & Peter Udell (composers)




	[2][15]



	1972[image: External link]
	Schwartz, StephenStephen Schwartz[image: External link] (composer)

 · produced by Stephen Schwartz[image: External link]
	Godspell[image: External link]
	

	Follies[image: External link] – Stephen Sondheim (composer)

	The Rothschilds[image: External link] – Jerry Bock & Sheldon Harnick (composers)

	Touch – Kenn Long & Jim Crozier (composers)

	Two by Two[image: External link] – Richard Rodgers & Martin Charnin[image: External link] (composers)
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	1973[image: External link]
	Grant, MickiMicki Grant[image: External link] (composer)

 · produced by Jerry Ragavoy[image: External link]
	Don't Bother Me, I Can't Cope[image: External link]
	

	Ain't Supposed to Die a Natural Death[image: External link] – Melvin Van Peebles[image: External link] (composer)

	Grease[image: External link] – Warren Casey[image: External link] & Jim Jacobs[image: External link] (composers)

	Sugar[image: External link] – Jule Styne & Bob Merrill (composers)

	Two Gentlemen of Verona[image: External link] – John Guare[image: External link] Galt MacDermot (composers)
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	1974[image: External link]
	Sondheim, StephenStephen Sondheim (composer)

 · produced by Goddard Lieberson[image: External link]
	A Little Night Music[image: External link]
	

	Cyrano[image: External link] – Anthony Burgess[image: External link] & Michael J. Lewis[image: External link] (composers)

	The Man from the East – Stomu Yamashita[image: External link] (composer)

	Pippin[image: External link] – Stephen Schwartz (composer)

	Seesaw[image: External link] – Cy Coleman, Dorothy Fields (composers)
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	1975[image: External link]
	Woldin, JuddJudd Woldin[image: External link] & Robert Brittan (composers)

 · produced by Thomas Z. Shepard[image: External link]
	Raisin[image: External link]
	

	Let My People Come[image: External link] – Earl Wilson Jr. (composers); Phil Oesterman (producer)

	Over Here![image: External link] – Richard M. Sherman[image: External link] & Robert B. Sherman[image: External link] (composers)

	The Magic Show[image: External link] – Stephen Schwartz (composer)

	The Rocky Horror Show[image: External link] – Richard O'Brien[image: External link] (composer)
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	1976[image: External link]
	Smalls, CharlieCharlie Smalls[image: External link] (composer)

 · produced by Jerry Wexler[image: External link]
	The Wiz
	

	Chicago[image: External link] – John Kander & Fred Ebb (composer)

	A Chorus Line – Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link] (composer)

	A Little Night Music[image: External link] – Stephen Sondheim (composer)

	Shenandoah[image: External link] – Gary Geld & Peter Udell (composer)
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	1977[image: External link]
	Peretti, HugoHugo Peretti[image: External link] & Luigi Creatore[image: External link] (producers)
	Bubbling Brown Sugar[image: External link]
	

	My Fair Lady[image: External link]

	Pacific Overtures[image: External link]

	Rex[image: External link]

	Side by Side by Sondheim[image: External link]
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	1978[image: External link]
	Strouse, CharlesCharles Strouse[image: External link] & Martin Charnin[image: External link] (composers)

 · produced by Charles Strouse[image: External link] & Larry Morton
	Annie
	

	Guys and Dolls[image: External link]

	I Love My Wife[image: External link] – Cy Coleman, Michael Stewart (composers)

	Starting Here, Starting Now[image: External link] – Richard Maltby Jr., David Shire (composers)

	Your Arms Too Short to Box with God[image: External link] – Micki Grant, Alex Bradford (composers)
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	1979[image: External link]
	Shepard, Thomas Z.Thomas Z. Shepard[image: External link] (producer)
	Ain't Misbehavin'
	

	Beatlemania[image: External link]

	The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas[image: External link]

	The King and I[image: External link]

	On the Twentieth Century[image: External link]
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	1980[image: External link]
	Sondheim, StephenStephen Sondheim (composer & lyricist)

 · produced by Thomas Z. Shepard[image: External link]
	Sweeney Todd[image: External link]
	

	Ballroom[image: External link]

	The Grand Tour[image: External link]

	I'm Getting My Act Together and Taking It on the Road[image: External link]

	They're Playing Our Song[image: External link]
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	1981[image: External link]
	Lloyd Webber, AndrewAndrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link] (composer) & Tim Rice[image: External link] (lyricist)

 · produced by Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link] & Tim Rice[image: External link]
	Evita - Premier American Recording
	

	Barnum[image: External link]

	A Day in Hollywood / A Night in the Ukraine[image: External link]

	Oklahoma![image: External link]

	One Mo' Time[image: External link]




	[2][25]



	1982[image: External link]
	Jones, QuincyQuincy Jones[image: External link] (producer)
	Lena Horne: The Lady and Her Music[image: External link]
	

	42nd Street[image: External link]

	The Pirates of Penzance

	Sophisticated Ladies[image: External link]

	Woman of the Year[image: External link]
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	1983[image: External link]
	Krieger, HenryHenry Krieger[image: External link] (composer) & Tom Eyen[image: External link] (lyricist)

 · produced by David Foster[image: External link]
	Dreamgirls[image: External link]
	

	Cats[image: External link] (Original London Cast Recording)

	Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat[image: External link]

	Merrily We Roll Along[image: External link]

	Nine
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	1984[image: External link]
	Lloyd Webber, AndrewAndrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link] (producer)
	Cats[image: External link] (Original Broadway Cast Recording)
	

	La Cage aux Folles[image: External link]

	Little Shop of Horrors

	On Your Toes[image: External link]

	Zorba[image: External link]




	[2][25]



	1985[image: External link]
	Sondheim, StephenStephen Sondheim (composer & lyricist)

 · produced by Thomas Z. Shepard[image: External link]
	Sunday in the Park with George
	

	Doonesbury[image: External link]

	My One and Only[image: External link]

	A Stephen Sondheim Evening

	Sugar Babies[image: External link]
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	1986[image: External link]
	McClure, JohnJohn McClure[image: External link] (producer)
	West Side Story[image: External link]
	

	Big River: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn[image: External link]

	Leader of the Pack[image: External link]

	The Tap Dance Kid[image: External link]

	Very Warm for May[image: External link]
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	1987[image: External link]
	Shepard, Thomas Z.Thomas Z. Shepard[image: External link] (producer)
	Follies in Concert[image: External link]
	

	Me and My Girl[image: External link]

	The Mystery of Edwin Drood

	Song and Dance[image: External link]

	Sweet Charity[image: External link]
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	1988[image: External link]
	Schonberg, Claude-MichelClaude-Michel Schonberg[image: External link] (composer)

 · lyrics by Herbert Kretzmer[image: External link];

 · produced by Alain Boublil[image: External link] & Claude-Michel Schonberg
	Les Misérables (Original Broadway Cast Recording)
	

	Me and My Girl[image: External link]

	My Fair Lady[image: External link]

	The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link]

	South Pacific
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	1989[image: External link]
	Sondheim, StephenStephen Sondheim (composer & lyricist)

 · produced by Jay David Saks
	Into the Woods
	

	Anything Goes[image: External link]

	Chess[image: External link]

	Of Thee I Sing/Let 'Em Eat Cake[image: External link]

	Show Boat
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	1990[image: External link]
	Jay David Saks (producer)
	Jerome Robbins' Broadway
	

	Aspects of Love[image: External link]

	Broadway the Hard Way[image: External link] – Frank Zappa[image: External link] (producer)

	Sarafina![image: External link]

	Pacific Overtures[image: External link]
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	1991[image: External link]
	David Caddick (producer)
	Les Misérables: The Complete Symphonic Recording
	

	Anything Goes[image: External link]

	Black and Blue[image: External link]

	City of Angels

	Gypsy[image: External link]
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	1992[image: External link]
	Coleman, CyCy Coleman[image: External link] (composer)

 · lyrics by Adolph Green[image: External link] & Betty Comden[image: External link];

 · produced by Cy Coleman & Mike Berniker[image: External link]
	The Will Rogers Follies[image: External link]
	

	Assassins

	Into the Woods

	Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link]

	The Music Man[image: External link]
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	1993[image: External link]
	Jay David Saks (producer)
	Guys and Dolls - The New Broadway Cast Recording[image: External link]
	

	Crazy for You

	Jelly's Last Jam[image: External link]

	The King and I[image: External link]

	The Secret Garden
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	1994[image: External link]
	Townshend, PetePete Townshend[image: External link] (composer & lyricist)

 · produced by George Martin[image: External link]
	The Who[image: External link]'s Tommy[image: External link]
	

	On the Town[image: External link]

	Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat[image: External link]

	Kiss of the Spider Woman

	Sondheim: A Celebration at Carnegie Hall




	[2][25]



	1995[image: External link]
	Sondheim, StephenStephen Sondheim (composer & lyricist)

 · produced by Phil Ramone[image: External link]
	Passion
	

	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]

	Carousel[image: External link]

	Crazy for You

	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]
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	1996[image: External link]
	Mardin, ArifArif Mardin[image: External link], Jerry Leiber[image: External link] & Mike Stoller[image: External link] (producers)
	Smokey Joe's Cafe: The Songs Of Leiber And Stoller[image: External link]
	

	Anyone Can Whistle: Live at Carnegie Hall[image: External link]

	Hello, Dolly![image: External link]

	How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying[image: External link]

	Kiss of the Spider Woman
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	1997[image: External link]
	Whelan, BillBill Whelan[image: External link] (composer & lyricist)

 · produced by Bill Whelan
	Riverdance[image: External link]
	

	Bring in 'da Noise, Bring in 'da Funk[image: External link]

	A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum[image: External link] (1996 Broadway Cast)

	Rent[image: External link]

	Victor/Victoria[image: External link]
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	1998[image: External link]
	Jay David Saks (producer)
	Chicago: The Musical[image: External link] (1996 Broadway Revival Cast)
	

	Jekyll and Hyde[image: External link] – Karl Richardson & Frank Wildhorn (producers)

	The Life – Cy Coleman (composer); Ira Gasman[image: External link] (lyricist); Mike Berniker & Cy Coleman (producers)

	Songs from Ragtime: The Musical (1996 Concept Album) – Stephen Flaherty (composer); Lynn Ahrens (lyricist); Jay David Saks (producer)

	Titanic[image: External link] – Maury Yeston (composer & lyricist); Tommy Krasker & Maury Yeston (producers)




	[2][27]



	1999[image: External link]
	Mancina, MarkMark Mancina[image: External link] (producer)
	The Lion King[image: External link]
	

	Cabaret[image: External link] (New Broadway Cast) – Jay David Saks (producer)

	Chicago: The Musical[image: External link] (1998 London Cast) – Thomas Z. Shepard (producer)

	Ragtime (1998 Original Broadway Cast) – Jay David Saks (producer)

	The Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1998 Cast Recording) – Robert Sher (producer)
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	2000[image: External link]
	McDaniel, JohnJohn McDaniel[image: External link] & Stephen Ferrera (producers)
	Annie Get Your Gun[image: External link] (The New Broadway Cast)
	

	Footloose[image: External link] – Tommy Krasker & Tom Snow (producers)

	Fosse[image: External link] – Jay David Saks (producer)

	Hedwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link] (Original Cast) – Stephen Trask (composer & lyricist); Brad Wood (producer)

	You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown[image: External link] (The New Broadway Cast) – Andrew Lippa (producer)
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	2001[image: External link]
	John, EltonElton John[image: External link] (composer)

 · lyrics by Tim Rice[image: External link];

 · produced by Chris Montan, Frank Filipetti, Guy Babylon[image: External link] & Paul Bogaev;

 · engineered/mixed by Frank Filipetti
	Elton John and Tim Rice's Aida[image: External link]
	

	Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link] (New Broadway Cast) – Hugh Fordin, Paul Gemignani & Don Sebesky (producers)

	The Music Man[image: External link] (New Broadway Cast) – Hugh Fordin (producer)

	Swing![image: External link] – Steven Epstein (producer)

	The Wild Party[image: External link] – John LaChiusa (composer & lyricist); Phil Ramone (producer)
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	2002[image: External link]
	Brooks, MelMel Brooks (composer & lyricist)

 · produced by Hugh Fordin;

 · engineered/mixed by Cynthia Daniels
	The Producers
	

	The Full Monty: The Broadway Musical[image: External link] – David Yazbek (composer & lyricist); Billy Straus, David Yazbek & Ted Sperling (producers)

	Mamma Mia! The Musical[image: External link] – Benny Andersson & Bjorn Ulvaeus (composers & lyricists); Nicholas Gilpin & Martin Koch (producers)

	Seussical the Musical[image: External link] – Stephen Flaherty (composer); Lynn Aherns & Dr. Seuss[image: External link] (lyricists); Phil Ramone (producers)

	Sweeney Todd: Live at the New York Philharmonic[image: External link] – Stephen Sondheim (composer & lyricist); Tommy Krasker & Lawrence L. Rock (producers)
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	2003[image: External link]
	Shaiman, MarcMarc Shaiman (composer)

 · lyrics by Marc Shaiman & Scott Wittman;

 · produced by Marc Shaiman;

 · engineered/mixed by Pete Karam
	Hairspray[image: External link]
	

	Elaine Stritch at Liberty[image: External link] – Hugh Fordin (producer)

	Guys and Dolls[image: External link] (50th Anniversary Cast) – Hugh Fordin (producer)

	Into the Woods[image: External link] (2002 Broadway Revival Cast) – Steven Epstein (producer)

	Thoroughly Modern Millie[image: External link] – Jeanine Tesori (composer); Dick Scanlan (lyricist); Jay David Saks (producer)
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	2004[image: External link]
	Jay David Saks (producer)

 · engineered/mixed by Ken Hahn, Todd Whitelock & Tom Lazarus[image: External link]
	Gypsy: A Musical Fable[image: External link]
	

	Flower Drum Song[image: External link]

	Man of La Mancha[image: External link]

	Movin' Out[image: External link]

	Nine
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	2005[image: External link]
	Schwartz, StephenStephen Schwartz[image: External link] (composer/lyricist)

 · produced by Stephen Schwartz[image: External link];

 · engineered/mixed by Frank Filipetti[image: External link]
	Wicked[image: External link]
	

	Assassins

	Avenue Q: The Musical

	The Boy From Oz[image: External link]

	Wonderful Town[image: External link]
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	2006[image: External link]
	Idle, EricEric Idle[image: External link] & John Du Prez[image: External link] (composers)

 · lyrics by Eric Idle[image: External link];

 · produced by Eric Idle & John Du Prez;

 · engineered/mixed by Frank Filipetti[image: External link]
	Monty Python's Spamalot[image: External link]
	

	Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link]

	Hair[image: External link]

	The Light In The Piazza

	The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
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	2007[image: External link]
	Gaudio, RobertRobert Gaudio[image: External link] (producer);

 · engineered/mixed by Pete Karam
	Jersey Boys[image: External link]
	

	The Color Purple[image: External link]

	The Drowsy Chaperone

	The Pajama Game[image: External link]

	Sweeney Todd[image: External link]
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	2008[image: External link]
	Sheik, DuncanDuncan Sheik (composer)

 · lyrics by Steven Sater;

 · produced by Duncan Sheik;

 · engineered/mixed by Michael Tudor
	Spring Awakening
	

	A Chorus Line

	Company[image: External link]

	Grey Gardens[image: External link]

	West Side Story
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	2009[image: External link]
	Miranda, Lin-ManuelLin-Manuel Miranda (composer & lyricist)

 · produced by Alex Lacamoire, Andres Levin[image: External link], Bill Sherman, Joel W. Moss[image: External link], Kurt Deutsch[image: External link] & Lin-Manuel Miranda;

 · engineered/mixed by Joel W. Moss & Tim Latham[image: External link]
	In the Heights
	

	Gypsy[image: External link]

	The Little Mermaid[image: External link]

	South Pacific

	Young Frankenstein: The Musical[image: External link]
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	2010[image: External link]
	David Caddick & David Lai (producer)

 · engineered/mixed by Todd Whitelock
	West Side Story[image: External link]
	

	Ain't Misbehavin'

	Hair[image: External link]

	9 To 5: The Musical[image: External link]

	Shrek The Musical[image: External link]
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	2011[image: External link]
	Armstrong, Billie JoeBillie Joe Armstrong[image: External link] (producer)

 · engineered/mixed by Chris Dugan[image: External link] & Chris Lord-Alge[image: External link]
	American Idiot[image: External link] (Featuring Green Day[image: External link])
	

	Fela![image: External link] – Robert Sher (producer)

	A Little Night Music[image: External link] – Tommy Krasker(producer)

	Promises, Promises[image: External link] – David Caddick & David Lai (producers)

	Sondheim on Sondheim[image: External link] – Philip Chaffin & Tommy Krasker (producers)
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	2012[image: External link]
	Rannells, AndrewAndrew Rannells & Josh Gad[image: External link] (artists)

 · composer & lyrics by Matt Stone, Robert Lopez & Trey Parker;

 · produced by Anne Garefino[image: External link], Matt Stone, Robert Lopez, Scott Rudin[image: External link], Stephen Oremus[image: External link] & Trey Parker;

 · engineered/mixed by Frank Filipetti[image: External link]
	The Book of Mormon[image: External link]
	

	Anything Goes[image: External link] (New Broadway Cast Recording) – Sutton Foster[image: External link] & Joel Grey[image: External link] (principal soloists); Rob Fisher, James Lowe & Joel Moss (producers)

	How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying[image: External link] (2011 Broadway Cast) – John Larroquette[image: External link] & Daniel Radcliffe[image: External link] (principal soloists); Robert Sher (producer)
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	2013[image: External link]
	Kazee, SteveSteve Kazee[image: External link] & Cristin Milioti[image: External link] (principal soloists)

 · produced by Steven Epstein[image: External link] & Martin Lowe;

 · engineered/mixed by Richard King
	Once: A New Musical
	

	Follies[image: External link] – Danny Burstein, Jan Maxwell, Elaine Paige, Bernadette Peters[image: External link] & Ron Raines (principal soloists); Philip Chaffin & Tommy Krasker (producers)

	The Gershwins' Porgy & Bess[image: External link] – David Alan Grier[image: External link], Norm Lewis & Audra McDonald[image: External link] (principal soloists); Tommy Krasker (producer)

	Newsies – Jeremy Jordan & Kara Lindsay (principal soloists; Frank Filipetti, Michael Kosarin, Alan Menken & Chris Montan (producers)

	Nice Work If You Can Get It[image: External link] – Matthew Broderick[image: External link] & Kelli O'Hara[image: External link] (principal soloists); David Chase, Bill Elliott & Robert Sher (producers)




	[2][39]



	2014[image: External link]
	Porter, BillyBilly Porter[image: External link] & Stark Sands[image: External link] (principal soloists)

 · composer & lyrics by Cyndi Lauper;

 · produced by Sammy James, Jr., Cyndi Lauper, Stephen Oremus[image: External link] & William Wittman;

 · engineered/mixed by Derik Lee & William Wittman
	Kinky Boots[image: External link]
	

	Matilda: The Musical – Bertie Carvel, Sophia Gennusa, Oona Laurence, Bailey Ryon, Milly Shapiro & Lauren Ward (principal soloists); Tim Minchin (composer & lyricist); Michael Croiter, Van Dean & Chris Nightingale (producers)

	Motown: The Musical[image: External link] – Brandon Victor Dixon & Valisia Lakae (principal soloists); Frank Filipetti & Ethan Popp (producers)




	[2][40]



	2015[image: External link]
	Mueller, JessieJessie Mueller[image: External link] (principal soloist)

 · produced by Jason Howland[image: External link], Steve Sidwell[image: External link] & Billy Jay Stein[image: External link]
	Beautiful: The Carole King Musical[image: External link]
	

	Aladdin[image: External link] – James Monroe Iglehart, Adam Jacobs & Courtney Reed (principal soloists); Frank Filipetti[image: External link], Michael Kosarin, Alan Menken & Chris Montan (producers)

	A Gentleman's Guide to Love & Murder – Jefferson Mays[image: External link] & Bryce Pinkham[image: External link] (principal soloists); Kurt Deutsch & Joel W. Moss[image: External link], (producers); Steven Lutvak (composer/lyricist); Robert L. Freedman (lyricist)

	Hedwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link] – Lena Hall[image: External link] & Neil Patrick Harris[image: External link] (principal soloists); Justin Craig, Tim O'Heir & Stephen Trask (producers)

	West Side Story – Cheyenne Jackson[image: External link] & Alexandra Silber (principal soloists); Michael Tilson Thomas & Jack Vad (producers)
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	2016[image: External link]
	Daveed Diggs[image: External link], Renée Elise Goldsberry, Jonathan Groff, Christopher Jackson, Jasmine Cephas Jones, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Leslie Odom, Jr., Okieriete Onaodowan, Anthony Ramos & Phillipa Soo (principal soloists)

 · music & lyrics by Lin-Manuel Miranda

 · produced by Alex Lacamoire, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Bill Sherman, Ahmir Thompson[image: External link] & Tarik Trotter
	Hamilton
	

	An American in Paris[image: External link] – Leanne Cope[image: External link], Max von Essen[image: External link], Robert Fairchild[image: External link], Jill Paice[image: External link] & Brandon Uranowitz[image: External link] (principal soloists); Rob Fisher[image: External link] & Scott Lehrer (producers)

	Fun Home – Michael Cerveris[image: External link], Judy Kuhn[image: External link], Sydney Lucas[image: External link], Beth Malone[image: External link] & Emily Skeggs[image: External link] (principal soloists); Philip Chaffin & Tommy Krasker (producers)

	The King and I[image: External link] – Ruthie Ann Miles[image: External link], Kelli O'Hara[image: External link], Ashley Park[image: External link], Conrad Ricamora[image: External link] & Ken Watanabe[image: External link] (principal soloists); David Lai & Ted Sperling[image: External link] (producers)

	Something Rotten![image: External link] – Heidi Blickenstaff[image: External link], Christian Borle[image: External link], John Cariani[image: External link], Brian d'Arcy James, Brad Oscar[image: External link] & Kate Reinders[image: External link] (principal soloists); Kurt Deutsch[image: External link], Karey Kirkpatrick[image: External link], Wayne Kirkpatrick[image: External link], Lawrence Manchester[image: External link], Kevin McCollum[image: External link] & Phil Reno (producers); Karey Kirkpatrick & Wayne Kirkpatrick (composers/lyricists)




	



	2017[image: External link]
	Danielle Brooks[image: External link], Cynthia Erivo[image: External link] & Jennifer Hudson[image: External link], principal soloists; Stephen Bray[image: External link], Van Dean, Frank Filipetti[image: External link], Roy Furman, Scott Sanders[image: External link] & Jhett Tolentino, producers (New Broadway Cast)
	The Color Purple[image: External link]
	

	Bright Star[image: External link] – Carmen Cusack[image: External link], principal soloist; Jay Alix, Peter Asher & Una Jackman, producers; Steve Martin[image: External link], composer; Edie Brickell[image: External link], composer & lyricist (Original Broadway Cast)

	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link] – Danny Burstein[image: External link], principal soloist; Louise Gund, David Lai & Ted Sperling[image: External link], producers (2016 Broadway Cast)

	Kinky Boots – Killian Donnelly[image: External link] & Matt Henry, principal soloists; Sammy James, Jr., Cyndi Lauper, Stephen Oremus[image: External link] & William Wittman, producers (Original West End Cast)

	Waitress[image: External link] – Jessie Mueller[image: External link], principal soloist; Neal Avron[image: External link], Sara Bareilles[image: External link] & Nadia DiGiallonardo, producers; Sara Bareilles[image: External link], composer & lyricist (Original Broadway Cast)
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PrivateBank Theatre






The PrivateBank Theatre is a theater located at 18 West Monroe Street in the Loop[image: External link] area of downtown Chicago. It is operated by Broadway In Chicago[image: External link], part of the Nederlander Organization[image: External link]. Opened in 1906 as the Majestic Theatre, it currently seats 1800 and for many years has presented Broadway shows. In its early years, the theater presented Vaudeville[image: External link] celebrity acts.

In the 1940s, the theater became part of the Shubert Organization[image: External link] and was known as the Sam Shubert Theatre. Since the 1990s, it has been owned by Nederlander, which refurbished and restored the building and sells naming rights; it has been named for LaSalle Bank, then Bank of America. Most recently, PrivateBank acquired the naming rights in December 2015.[1]
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 History




The theater opened in 1906 as the Majestic Theatre, named for The Majestic Building in which it is housed. The Majestic was originally a popular vaudeville[image: External link] theater. It offered some 12-15 vaudeville acts running from 1:30 pm to 10:30 pm, six days a week. By the 1920s the theater had become part of the Orpheum Circuit[image: External link] and presented many famous vaudeville headliners including Al Jolson[image: External link], Eddie Foy[image: External link], Harry Houdini[image: External link], Lily Langtry[image: External link], and Fanny Brice[image: External link].

In 1932, the theater closed during the Great Depression[image: External link]. In 1945, the theater was purchased by the Shubert Organization[image: External link], remodeled, and reopened as the Sam Shubert Theatre. The Nederlander Organization[image: External link] purchased the structure in 1991[2] however Chicago Public Schools[image: External link] owned the land until 1997 when it also was purchased by Nederlander.[3] Between January 2005 and May 2006, the theater underwent restoration and a name change to the LaSalle Bank Theatre and floors 4-21 of the adjoining office building were converted to the Hampton Inn[image: External link] Majestic Hotel. The hotel & theatre share the building, with the theatre on floors 1-6 & the hotel on floors 4-21. The hotel has a small entrance west of the theatre entrance with its own address of 22 West Monroe Street.[4] Since 2000, the theater has been operated by Broadway In Chicago[image: External link] and has hosted pre-Broadway productions and world premieres.[5] In May 2008, the theater was renamed the Bank of America Theatre when that company acquired LaSalle Bank[image: External link] in 2007.
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 Architecture




Being the first theater built in Chicago after the Iroquois Theatre[image: External link] fire, the LaSalle Bank Theatre was specially cited for its fire safety. This theater was also constructed to bring a more elegant audience into the vaudeville[image: External link] circuit. The architects, Edmund R. Krause and the Rapp Brothers (George and Cornelius), thought that by using decadent colors and textures they could attract a more upper-class crowd than vaudeville was used to. The house of the theater also has two prosceniums. These were constructed to racially segregate the audience, as they prohibit patrons on the ground level from being able to see the patrons above them. Also, by some sources, this theater was once Chicago's tallest building[image: External link].
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 Restoration




During the 2005–2006 restoration, elevators were finally installed within the theater. Previously, patrons had to exit the theater and use the elevators in the office building to reach the balcony. As part of the general revamp of the theater, paint chips were analyzed and the theater was repainted in what is believed to be the original color scheme. Most of the original fixtures, as well as the mosaic floor installed in the lobby when the theater opened in 1906, remain. A hidden archway in the lobby concession space was also uncovered during the restoration. This elaborately decorated arch had been walled-over years ago and was forgotten until construction began.[6] The theater now holds 1,800 seats.
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 Notable productions




This theater has been home to many pre-Broadway tours and World premieres. Michael Crawford[image: External link] played a one-night benefit concert for the newly restored theater's opening night May 24, 2006. Martin Short[image: External link] performed in his sketch comedy satire Martin Short: Fame Becomes Me for two weeks in July 2006.[7] High School Musical[image: External link] premiered in July 2007 during its pre-Broadway tour. Jersey Boys began a 28-month run at the theater in October 2007, followed by the pre-Broadway premiere of Cyndi Lauper's Kinky Boots in October and November 2012. The theater hosted a sit-down production of The Book of Mormon which officially opened on December 19, 2012, and played through October 6, 2013. In December 2015, it began the premiere engagement of a new musical Gotta Dance[image: External link] directed and choreographed by Jerry Mitchell[image: External link] and starring Georgia Engel[image: External link], Stefanie Powers[image: External link], Lillias White[image: External link] and Andre DeShields[image: External link].[8] The production played through January 17, 2016. The theater is hosting a resident production of Hamilton that started September 27, 2016.[9]

As the Shubert Theater, the venue hosted the premiere of The Goodbye Girl[image: External link] in 1993 prior to its Broadway run. The show was an adaption by Neil Simon[image: External link] of his screenplay of the same name[image: External link] with music by Marvin Hamlisch[image: External link] and lyrics by David Zippel[image: External link] and starred Bernadette Peters[image: External link] and Martin Short[image: External link]. In July 1995, the stage adaption of Victor/Victoria[image: External link] premiered starring Julie Andrews[image: External link], Tony Roberts[image: External link] and Michael Nouri[image: External link]. It ran until September when it moved to New York. In December 2001, John Lithgow[image: External link] starred in Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link]. Movin' Out[image: External link], based on the songs of Billy Joel[image: External link] and conceived, choreographed and directed by Twyla Tharp[image: External link], premiered in June 2002. The final production before renovation was Monty Python's Spamalot[image: External link] which began its pre-Broadway run in December 2004. The production was directed by Tony[image: External link] and Academy Award[image: External link]-winner Mike Nichols[image: External link] and starred David Hyde Pierce[image: External link], Tim Curry[image: External link] and Hank Azaria[image: External link].
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West End Theatre






West End theatre is a common term for mainstream professional theatre[image: External link] staged in the large theatres of "Theatreland" in and near the West End of London[image: External link].[1] Along with New York City's Broadway theatre, West End theatre is usually considered to represent the highest level of commercial theatre in the English-speaking world[image: External link]. Seeing a West End show is a common tourist activity in London.[1]

In 2013, ticket sales reached a record 14.4 million, making West End theatre the largest English-speaking audience in the world.[2] Famous screen actors, British and international alike, frequently appear on the London stage.[3]
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 History




Further information: English Renaissance theatre[image: External link]


Theatre in London flourished after the English Reformation[image: External link]. The first permanent public playhouse, known simply as The Theatre[image: External link], was constructed in 1576 in Shoreditch[image: External link] by James Burbage[image: External link]. It was soon joined by The Curtain[image: External link]. Both are known to have been used by William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s company. In 1599, the timber from The Theatre was moved to Southwark[image: External link], where it was used in building the Globe Theatre[image: External link] in a new theatre district formed beyond the controls of the City corporation. These theatres were closed in 1642 due to the Puritans who would later influence the interregnum[image: External link] of 1649.

Further information: Restoration comedy[image: External link] and Restoration spectacular[image: External link]


After the Restoration[image: External link] (1660), two companies were licensed to perform, the Duke's Company[image: External link] and the King's Company[image: External link]. Performances were held in converted buildings, such as Lisle's Tennis Court[image: External link]. The first West End theatre, known as Theatre Royal in Bridges Street, was designed by Thomas Killigrew[image: External link] and built on the site of the present Theatre Royal, Drury Lane[image: External link]. It opened on 7 May 1663 and was destroyed by a fire nine years later. It was replaced by a new structure designed by Christopher Wren[image: External link] and renamed the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane.[4][5]

Outside the West End, Sadler's Wells Theatre[image: External link] opened in Islington[image: External link] on 3 June 1683. Taking its name from founder Richard Sadler[image: External link] and monastic springs that were discovered on the property,[6][7] it operated as a "Musick House", with performances of opera; as it was not licensed for plays. In the West End, the Theatre Royal Haymarket[image: External link] opened on 29 December 1720 on a site slightly north of its current location, and the Royal Opera House[image: External link] opened in Covent Garden[image: External link] on 7 December 1732.

The Patent theatre[image: External link] companies retained their duopoly on drama well into the 19th century, and all other theatres could perform only musical entertainments. By the early 19th century, however, music hall[image: External link] entertainments became popular, and presenters found a loophole in the restrictions on non-patent theatres in the genre of melodrama[image: External link]. Melodrama did not break the Patent Acts, as it was accompanied by music. Initially, these entertainments were presented in large halls, attached to public houses[image: External link], but purpose-built theatres began to appear in the East End[image: External link] at Shoreditch and Whitechapel[image: External link].

The West End theatre district became established with the opening of many small theatres and halls, including the Adelphi[image: External link] in The Strand[image: External link] on 17 November 1806. South of the River Thames[image: External link], the Old Vic[image: External link], Waterloo Road[image: External link], opened on 11 May 1818. The expansion of the West End theatre district gained pace with the Theatres Act 1843[image: External link]; which relaxed the conditions for the performance of plays, and The Strand gained another venue when the Vaudeville[image: External link] opened on 16 April 1870. The next few decades saw the opening of many new theatres in the West End. The Criterion Theatre[image: External link] opened on Piccadilly Circus[image: External link] on 21 March 1874, and in 1881, two more houses appeared: the Savoy Theatre[image: External link] in The Strand, built by Richard D'Oyly Carte[image: External link] specifically to showcase the comic operas of Gilbert and Sullivan, opened on 10 October (the first theatre to be lit by cooler, cleaner electric lights), and five days later the Comedy Theatre[image: External link] opened as the Royal Comedy Theatre on Panton Street in Leicester Square[image: External link]. It abbreviated its name three years later.[5] The theatre building boom continued until about World War I[image: External link].

During the 1950s and 1960s, many plays were produced in theatre clubs, to evade the censorship then exercised by the Lord Chamberlain's Office[image: External link]. The Theatres Act 1968[image: External link] finally abolished censorship of the stage in the United Kingdom.
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 Theatreland




"Theatreland", London's main theatre district, contains approximately forty venues and is located in and near the heart of the West End of London[image: External link]. It is traditionally defined by The Strand[image: External link] to the south, Oxford Street[image: External link] to the north, Regent Street[image: External link] to the west, and Kingsway[image: External link] to the east, but a few other nearby theatres are also considered "West End" despite being outside the area proper (e.g. The Apollo Victoria Theatre[image: External link], in Westminster[image: External link]). Prominent theatre streets include Drury Lane[image: External link], Shaftesbury Avenue[image: External link], and The Strand. The works staged are predominantly musicals, classic[image: External link] and modern straight plays[image: External link], and comedy performances.[9]

Many theatres in the West End are of late Victorian[image: External link] or Edwardian[image: External link] construction and are privately owned. Many are architecturally impressive, and the largest and best maintained feature grand neo-classical, Romanesque, or Victorian façades and luxurious, detailed interior design and decoration.

However, owing to their age, leg room is often cramped, and audience facilities such as bars and toilets are often much smaller than in modern theatres. The protected status of the buildings and their confined urban locations, combined with financial constraints, make it very difficult to make substantial improvements to the level of comfort offered. In 2003, the Theatres Trust[image: External link] estimated that an investment of £250 million over the following 15 years was required for modernisation,[10] and stated that 60% of theatres had seats from which the stage was not fully visible.[11] The theatre owners unsuccessfully requested tax concessions to help them meet the costs.

From 2004 onwards there were several incidents of falling plasterwork or performances being cancelled because of urgent building repairs being required. These events culminated in the partial collapse of the ceiling of the Apollo Theatre[image: External link] in December 2013.[12] Of these earlier incidents, only one led to people being hurt,[13] but at the Apollo Theatre 76 people needed medical treatment for their injuries.[14]

In 2012, gross sales of £529,787,692 were up 0.27% and attendances also increased 0.56% to 13,992,773-year-on-year[15] In 2013, sales again rose this time by 11% to £585,506,455,[16] with attendances rising to 14,587,276.[17] This was despite slightly fewer performances occurring in 2013.[18]
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 Long-running shows




Main article: List of the longest-running West End shows[image: External link]


The length of West End shows depend on ticket sales. The longest-running musical in West End history is Les Misérables. It overtook Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]'s Cats[image: External link], which closed in 2002 after running for 8,949 performances and 21 years, as the longest-running West End musical of all time on 8 October 2006. Other long-runners include Lloyd Webber's The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link] and Willy Russell[image: External link]'s Blood Brothers[image: External link] which have also subsequently overtaken Cats. However the non-musical Agatha Christie[image: External link] play The Mousetrap[image: External link] is the longest-running production in the world, and has been performed continuously since 1952.
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 List of West End theatres





	If no show is currently running, the play listed is the next show planned (dates marked with an *).

	If the next show planned is not announced, the applicable columns are left blank.





	Theatre
	Address
	Capacity
	Owner/Operator
	Current production
	Classification
	Opening

date
	Closing

date



	Adelphi Theatre[image: External link]
	Strand
	1436
	Really Useful Theatres[image: External link]
	Kinky Boots
	Musical
	15 September 2015
	Open-ended



	Aldwych Theatre[image: External link]
	Aldwych
	1176
	Nederlander Organization[image: External link]
	Beautiful: The Carole King Musical[image: External link]
	Musical
	24 February 2015
	5 August 2017



	Ambassadors Theatre[image: External link]
	West Street
	450
	Stephen Waley-Cohen[image: External link]
	Stomp[image: External link]
	Physical theatre
	4 October 2007
	Open-ended



	Apollo Theatre[image: External link]
	Shaftesbury Avenue
	658[19]
	Nimax Theatres[image: External link]
	Love In Idleness[image: External link][20]
	Play
	11 May 2017
	1 July 2017



	Apollo Victoria Theatre[image: External link]
	Wilton Road
	2384
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	Wicked[image: External link]
	Musical
	27 September 2006
	Open-ended



	Arts Theatre[image: External link]
	Great Newport Street
	350[21]
	JJ Goodman Ltd.
	Judy![22]
	Play
	18 May 2017
	17 June 2017



	Cambridge Theatre[image: External link]
	Earlham Street
	1283
	Really Useful Theatres[image: External link]
	Matilda the Musical
	Musical
	24 November 2011
	Open-ended



	Criterion Theatre[image: External link]
	Jermyn Street
	591[23]
	Criterion Theatre Trust
	The Comedy About a Bank Robbery[image: External link]
	Play
	21 April 2016
	Open-ended



	Dominion Theatre[image: External link]
	Tottenham Court Road
	2001
	Nederlander Organization[image: External link]
	An American in Paris[image: External link][24]
	Musical
	21 March 2017
	Open-ended



	Duchess Theatre[image: External link]
	Catherine Street
	494[25]
	Nimax Theatres[image: External link]
	The Play That Goes Wrong[image: External link]
	Play
	14 September 2014
	Open-ended



	Duke of York's Theatre[image: External link]
	St. Martin's Lane
	650
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	Our Ladies of Perpetual Succour[image: External link][26]
	Play
	15 May 2017
	2 September 2017



	Fortune Theatre[image: External link]
	Russell Street
	440
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	The Woman in Black[image: External link]
	Play
	7 June 1989
	Open-ended



	Garrick Theatre[image: External link]
	Charing Cross Road
	718[27]
	Nimax Theatres[image: External link]
	Tape Face[image: External link][28]
	Special
	6 June 2017
	23 July 2017



	Gielgud Theatre[image: External link]
	Shaftesbury Avenue
	889
	Delfont Mackintosh Theatres[image: External link]
	The Ferryman[image: External link][29]
	Play
	29 June 2017*
	7 October 2017



	Harold Pinter Theatre[image: External link]
	Panton Street
	796
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	Hamlet[image: External link][30]
	Play
	15 June 2017*
	2 September 2017



	Her Majesty's Theatre[image: External link]
	Haymarket
	1161
	Really Useful Theatres[image: External link]
	The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link]
	Musical
	9 October 1986
	Open-ended



	London Palladium[image: External link]
	Argyll Street
	2286
	Really Useful Theatres[image: External link]
	The Wind in the Willows[image: External link][31]
	Musical
	29 June 2017*
	9 September 2017



	Lyceum Theatre[image: External link]
	Wellington Street
	2100
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	The Lion King[image: External link]
	Musical
	19 October 1999
	Open-ended



	Lyric Theatre[image: External link]
	Shaftesbury Avenue
	915[32]
	Nimax Theatres[image: External link]
	Thriller – Live[image: External link]
	Musical
	21 January 2009
	Open-ended



	New London Theatre[image: External link]
	Drury Lane
	1108
	Really Useful Theatres[image: External link]
	School of Rock[image: External link][33]
	Musical
	14 November 2016
	Open-ended



	Noël Coward Theatre[image: External link]
	St. Martin's Lane
	872
	Delfont Mackintosh Theatres[image: External link]
	Half a Sixpence[image: External link][34]
	Musical
	17 November 2016
	2 September 2017[35]



	Novello Theatre[image: External link]
	Aldwych
	1143
	Delfont Mackintosh Theatres[image: External link]
	Mamma Mia![image: External link]
	Musical
	6 September 2012
	Open-ended



	Palace Theatre[image: External link]
	Shaftesbury Avenue
	1400[36]
	Nimax Theatres[image: External link]
	Harry Potter and the Cursed Child[image: External link][37]
	Play
	30 July 2016
	Open-ended



	Phoenix Theatre[image: External link]
	Charing Cross Road
	1000
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	The Girls[image: External link][38]
	Musical
	21 February 2017
	15 July 2017



	Piccadilly Theatre[image: External link]
	Denman Street
	1200
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	Annie[39]
	Musical
	5 June 2017
	Open-ended



	Playhouse Theatre[image: External link]
	Craven Street
	786
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	The Kite Runner[image: External link][40]
	Play
	8 June 2017
	26 August 2017



	Prince Edward Theatre[image: External link]
	Old Compton Street
	1618
	Delfont Mackintosh Theatres[image: External link]
	Aladdin[image: External link][41]
	Musical
	15 June 2016
	Open-ended



	Prince of Wales Theatre[image: External link]
	Coventry Street
	1160
	Delfont Mackintosh Theatres[image: External link]
	The Book of Mormon
	Musical
	21 March 2013
	Open-ended



	Queen's Theatre[image: External link]
	Shaftesbury Avenue
	1099
	Delfont Mackintosh Theatres[image: External link]
	Les Misérables
	Musical
	12 April 2004
	Open-ended



	Savoy Theatre[image: External link]
	Strand
	1158
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	Dreamgirls[image: External link][42]
	Musical
	14 December 2016
	Open-ended



	Shaftesbury Theatre[image: External link]
	Shaftesbury Avenue
	1400
	The Theatre of Comedy Company
	Motown: The Musical[image: External link]
	Musical
	8 March 2016
	Open-ended



	St Martin's Theatre[image: External link]
	West Street
	550
	Stephen Waley-Cohen[image: External link]
	The Mousetrap[image: External link]
	Play
	25 March 1974
	Open-ended



	Theatre Royal, Drury Lane[image: External link]
	Catherine Street
	2196
	Really Useful Theatres[image: External link]
	42nd Street[image: External link][43]
	Musical
	4 April 2017
	Open-ended



	Theatre Royal Haymarket[image: External link]
	Haymarket
	888
	Crown Estate[image: External link]
	The Goat, or Who Is Sylvia?[image: External link][44]
	Play
	5 April 2017
	24 June 2017



	Trafalgar Studios[image: External link]
	Whitehall
	380
	Ambassador Theatre Group[image: External link]
	The Philanthropist[image: External link][45]
	Play
	20 April 2017
	22 July 2017



	Vaudeville Theatre[image: External link]
	Strand
	681[46]
	Nimax Theatres[image: External link]
	Stepping Out[image: External link][47]
	Play
	14 March 2017
	17 June 2017



	Victoria Palace Theatre
	Victoria Street
	1517
	Delfont Mackintosh Theatres[image: External link]
	Hamilton
	Musical
	7 December 2017*
	Open-ended



	Wyndham's Theatre[image: External link]
	St. Martin's Court
	750
	Delfont Mackintosh Theatres[image: External link]
	Lady Day at Emerson's Bar and Grill[image: External link][48]
	Play
	26 June 2017*
	9 September 2017
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 Upcoming productions




The following have been announced as future West End productions. The theatre in which they will run is either not yet known or currently occupied by another show.


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Musicals





	
The Toxic Avenger[image: External link], Arts Theatre[49]


	
Young Frankenstein[image: External link], Garrick Theatre[50]
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 Pantomime





	
Dick Whittington, London Palladium[51]
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 Plays





	
Apologia, Trafalgar Studios[52]


	
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Apollo Theatre[53]


	
I Loved Lucy, Arts Theatre[54]


	
Labour of Love, Noel Coward Theatre[55]


	
The Mentor, Vaudeville Theatre[56]


	
Oslo[image: External link], Harold Pinter Theatre[57]


	
Queen Anne[image: External link], Theatre Royal, Haymarket[58]


	
Rotterdam[image: External link], Arts Theatre[59]


	
Venus in Fur[image: External link], Theatre Royal Haymarket[60]


	
Waiting for Godot[image: External link], Arts Theatre[61]
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 London's non-commercial theatres




The term "West End theatre" is generally used to refer specifically to commercial productions in Theatreland. However, the leading non-commercial[image: External link] theatres in London enjoy great artistic prestige. These include the Royal National Theatre[image: External link], the Barbican Centre[image: External link], Shakespeare's Globe[image: External link], the Old Vic[image: External link], and the Regent's Park Open Air Theatre[image: External link]. These theatres stage a high proportion of straight drama, Shakespeare[image: External link], other classic plays and premieres of new plays by leading playwrights. Successful productions from the non-commercial theatres sometimes transfer to one of the commercial West End houses for an extended run.

The Royal Opera House[image: External link] is widely regarded as one of the greatest opera houses in the world, comparable with the Palais Garnier[image: External link], La Scala[image: External link] and the Metropolitan Opera House[image: External link]. Commonly known simply as Covent Garden[image: External link] due to its location, it is home to the Royal Opera[image: External link], Royal Ballet[image: External link] and a resident symphony orchestra, and hosts guest performances from other leading opera, ballet and performance companies from around the world.

Likewise, the London Coliseum[image: External link] is the resident home to the English National Opera[image: External link]. The theatre is also the London base for performances by the English National Ballet[image: External link], who perform regular seasons throughout the year when not on tour.

The Peacock Theatre[image: External link] is located on the edge of the Theatreland area. Now owned by the London School of Economics and Political Science[image: External link], it is used in the evenings for dance performances by Sadler's Wells[image: External link], who manage the theatre on behalf of the school.
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 Other London theatres




There are a great number of theatre productions in London outside the West End. Much of this is known as fringe theatre[image: External link] which is the equivalent of Off-Broadway and Off-Off-Broadway[image: External link] theatre in New York. Among these are the Bush Theatre[image: External link] and the Donmar Warehouse[image: External link]. Fringe venues range from well-equipped small theatres to rooms above pubs, and the performances range from classic plays, to cabaret, to plays in the languages of London's ethnic minorities[image: External link]. The performers range from emerging young professionals to amateurs.

There are many theatres located throughout Greater London[image: External link], such as the Lyric Hammersmith[image: External link], Rose Theatre, Kingston[image: External link], New Wimbledon Theatre[image: External link], the Rudolf Steiner Theatre[image: External link] in Westminster[image: External link], the Ashcroft Theatre[image: External link] in Croydon[image: External link], Secombe Theatre[image: External link] in Sutton[image: External link] and the Churchill Theatre[image: External link] in Bromley[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Awards




There are a number of annual awards for outstanding achievements in London theatre:


	Laurence Olivier Awards[image: External link]

	Evening Standard Awards[image: External link]

	WhatsOnStage Awards[image: External link]

	London Critics' Circle Theatre Awards[image: External link]

	National Dance Awards[image: External link]

	West End Cares Awards[image: External link]

	West End Frame Awards[image: External link]
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 See also





	Culture of London[image: External link]

	List of London venues[image: External link]

	Great West End Theatres[image: External link]

	List of former theatres in London[image: External link]
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Victoria Palace Theatre






For other theatres with a similar name, see Victoria Theatre (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Victoria Palace Theatre is a West End theatre in Victoria Street[image: External link], in the City of Westminster[image: External link], opposite Victoria Station[image: External link].
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 History
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 Origins




The theatre began life as a small concert room above the stables of the Royal Standard Hotel, a small hotel and tavern built in 1832 at what was then 522 Stockbridge Terrace, on the site of the present theatre – not, as sometimes stated, on land where the train station now stands. The proprietor, John Moy, enlarged the building, and by 1850 it became known as Moy's Music Hall[image: External link]. Alfred Brown took it over in 1863, refurbished it, and renamed it the Royal Standard Music Hall.

The hotel was demolished in 1886, by which time the main line terminus, Victoria Station[image: External link] and its new Grosvenor Hotel, had transformed the area into a major transport hub. The railways were at this time building grand hotel structures at their termini, and Victoria was one of the first. Added to this was the integration of the electric underground system and the building of Victoria Street[image: External link]. The owner of the music hall, Thomas Dickey, had it rebuilt along more ambitious lines in 1886 by Richard Wake, retaining the name Royal Standard Music Hall.
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 Matcham's theatre




The Royal Standard was demolished in 1910, and in its place was built, at a cost of ₤12,000, the current theatre, The Victoria Palace. It was designed by prolific theatre architect Frank Matcham[image: External link], and opened November 6, 1911. The original design featured a sliding roof that helped cool the auditorium during intervals in the summer months.

Under impresario[image: External link] Alfred Butt[image: External link], the Victoria Palace Theatre continued the musical theatre tradition by presenting mainly varieties[image: External link], and under later managements, repertory[image: External link] and revues[image: External link].[2] Perhaps because of its music hall linkage, the plays were not always taken seriously. In 1934, the theatre presented Young England, a patriotic play written by the Rev. Walter Reynolds, then 83. It received such amusingly bad reviews that it became a cult hit and played to full houses for 278 performances before transferring to two other West End theatres.


Intended by its author as a serious work celebrating the triumph of good over evil and the virtues of the Boy Scout[image: External link] Movement, it was received as an uproarious comedy. Before long, audiences had learned the key lines and were joining in at all the choicest moments. The scoutmistress rarely said the line 'I must go and attend to my girls' water' without at least fifty voices in good-humoured support.



A return to revue brought new success. Me and My Girl[image: External link] was a hit in its original production at the theatre, opening in 1937 starring Lupino Lane[image: External link]. In 1939, songs from this show formed the first live broadcast of a performance by the BBC[image: External link], and listeners could sing along to The Lambeth Walk[image: External link].[3] In early 1945, towards the end of the war in Europe, variety was presented under the stewardship of Lupino Lane[image: External link]. Headlining the bill from his radio series was Will Hay[image: External link], with his schoolboy retinue of Charles Hawtrey[image: External link] and John Clark[image: External link], and among the "turns" was Stainless Stephen[image: External link], a comic acrobat comedian duo, and Victor Barna (then world champion table tennis[image: External link] player) giving an exhibition, who would invite audience members up on to the stage to see if they could beat him in ten points. From 1947 through 1962, Jack Hylton[image: External link] produced The Crazy Gang[image: External link] series of comedy revues, with a glittering company of variety performers including Flanagan and Allen[image: External link], Nervo and Knox[image: External link], and Naughton and Gold[image: External link].

The long-running Black and White Minstrel Show[image: External link] played through the 1960s until 1972. In 1982, a production of The Little Foxes[image: External link], saw Elizabeth Taylor[image: External link] making her London stage debut. Another unusually long-running show at the theatre was Buddy – The Buddy Holly Story[image: External link], that played for 13 years in London, beginning in 1989 (transferring to the Strand Theatre[image: External link] in 1995). After this, the theatre presented mostly revivals of well-known musicals. In 2005, Billy Elliot the Musical opened, garnering rave reviews and Olivier awards.

The theatre was purchased by Sir Stephen Waley-Cohen since 1991. In 2014, it was sold to Delfont Mackintosh Theatres[image: External link].[4] At the opening in 1911, a gilded statue of ballerina Anna Pavlova[image: External link] had been installed above the cupola of the theatre. This was taken down for its safety during World War II[image: External link], and was lost. In 2006, a replica of the original statue was restored in its place.[5]

After Billy Elliot ended its run in April 2016, the theatre closed for a multi-million pound refurbishment. In late 2017, the Broadway musical Hamilton will re-open the Victoria Palace.[6]
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 Notable productions





	1930: The Chelsea Follies


	1934: Young England


	1937: Me and My Girl[image: External link]


	1945: Variety[image: External link]


	1947: The Crazy Gang[image: External link]


	1962: The Black and White Minstrel Show[image: External link]


	1974: Carry On London


	1976: Cilla at the Palace


	1978: Annie


	1982: Windy City[image: External link]


	1982: The Little Foxes[image: External link]


	1986: Charlie Girl[image: External link]


	1987: High Society[image: External link]


	1989: Buddy – The Buddy Holly Story[image: External link]


	1995: Jolson[image: External link]


	2005: Billy Elliot the Musical
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 Recent productions





	
Fame – The Musical[image: External link] (3 October 2000 – 8 September 2001) by Jacques Levy and Steve Margoshes

	
Kiss Me, Kate[image: External link] (30 August 2001 – 24 August 2002)

	
Grease[image: External link] (2 October 2002 – 6 September 2003) starring Ben Richards[image: External link] and Lee Latchford-Evans[image: External link]


	
Tonight's the Night[image: External link] (7 November 2003 – 9 October 2004)

	
Billy Elliot the Musical (11 May 2005 – 9 April 2016[7]) by Lee Hall, starring Tim Healy[image: External link] and Haydn Gwynne[image: External link].
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 Nearby Tube stations





	Victoria[image: External link]
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Scott Simon






This article is about the NPR journalist. For the country music entertainment executive, see Scott Siman[image: External link].

For other people named Scott Simon, see Scott Simon (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Scott Simon (born March 16, 1952)[1][2] is an American journalist[image: External link] and the host of Weekend Edition[image: External link] Saturday on NPR.
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 Early life




Simon was born in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link], the son of comedian Ernie Simon and actress Patricia Lyons.[3][4][5] He also had a sister who died at a young age.[6][7] He grew up in major cities across the United States and Canada, including Chicago, New York City[image: External link], San Francisco, Los Angeles[image: External link], Montreal[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], and Washington, D.C.[4]

Simon's father was Jewish[image: External link] and his mother was Irish[image: External link] Catholic[image: External link].[8] His father died when Scott was 16,[9] and his mother later married former minor league baseball player Ralph G. Newman[image: External link], an American Civil War[image: External link] scholar and author who ran the Abraham Lincoln Bookshop in Chicago.[10]
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 Career




Simon has been with NPR for over three decades, beginning in 1977 as Chicago bureau chief,[8] and his career encompasses other types of media as well.

His books include Home and Away: Memoir of a Fan (2000); Jackie Robinson and the Integration of Baseball (2002); Baby, We Were Meant for Each Other: In Praise of Adoption (2010), about his experiences adopting two daughters; and the novels Pretty Birds (2005) and Windy City: A Novel of Politics (2008).[11]

He has also hosted many television series and specials, including PBS's Need to Know[image: External link] in 2011–13.[12] He guest-hosted BBC World News America[image: External link], filling in for Matt Frei[citation needed[image: External link]], and anchored NBC[image: External link]'s Weekend Today[image: External link] in 1992–93.
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 Controversies




After September 11, 2001[image: External link], Simon spoke and wrote in support of the "war on terror[image: External link]", publishing an op-ed[image: External link] in the October 11, 2001, Wall Street Journal[image: External link] titled "Even Pacifists Must Support This War."[13] He questioned nonviolence[image: External link] at greater length in the Quaker publication Friends Journal[image: External link] in December 2001,[14] provoking many angry letters, to which he replied in the May 2003 issue.[15]

On November 15, 2014, at the beginning of an interview for Weekend Edition[image: External link] Saturday, Bill Cosby[image: External link] and his wife Camille[image: External link] declined to respond to the accusations of sexual assault against Cosby when Simon gave them the opportunity. As narrated by Simon in the interview, Cosby only shook his head no. The rest of the interview focused on the couple's loan of their 62-piece African art collection for an exhibition in Washington, D.C.[16]
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 Awards




Simon has won every major award in broadcasting, including the Peabody and the Emmy, and has received numerous honorary degrees.[12] In May 2010, he was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree by Willamette University[image: External link], where he was that year's commencement speaker.[17] He was named a Lincoln Laureate[image: External link] in 2016 in the area of Business, Industry & Communications.[18]
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 Family




Simon met French documentary filmmaker Caroline Richard during an NPR interview in 2000. They married on September 10, 2000, in a mixed-faith ( Methodist[image: External link], Quaker[image: External link], and Jewish[image: External link]) service in Ridgefield, Connecticut[image: External link], at the home of fashion designer Alexander Julian[image: External link].[1] They have two daughters, both adopted as babies from China: Elise, in 2004,[19][20][21] and Lina, in 2007.[22] They consider themselves a Jewish family (Simon's father was Jewish and his mother was Irish Catholic).[8][20]

In 2006 Simon and his wife were contacted by police as part of the Alexander Litvinenko poisoning[image: External link] investigation. The family was staying at a hotel near the restaurant at the center of the poisoning incident, and had twice bought food there for their daughter Elise. The health of the family was not affected.[23]

In July 2013, in a groundbreaking use of social media, Simon began tweeting his emotions and conversations with his mother during her last days of life, which she spent in a hospital intensive-care unit. "I just realized: she once had to let me go into the big wide world. Now I have to let her go the same way", read one tweet. In March 2015, he published a memoir about her titled Unforgettable: A Son, a Mother, and the Lessons of a Lifetime.[24]
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NPR






Not to be confused with Nepalese rupee[image: External link] or NPR.

For other uses, see NPR (disambiguation)[image: External link].

National Public Radio (usually shortened to NPR, stylized as npr) is an American privately and publicly funded non-profit membership media organization that serves as a national syndicator[image: External link] to a network of 900 public radio[image: External link] stations[image: External link] in the United States.[2]

NPR produces and distributes news and cultural programming. Individual public radio stations are not required to broadcast all NPR programs that are produced. Most public radio stations broadcast a mixture of NPR programs, content from rival providers American Public Media[image: External link], Public Radio International[image: External link], Public Radio Exchange[image: External link] and WNYC Studios[image: External link] and locally produced programs. NPR's flagships are two drive time[image: External link] news broadcasts, Morning Edition[image: External link] and the afternoon All Things Considered[image: External link]; both are carried by most NPR member stations, and are two of the most popular radio programs[image: External link] in the country.[3][4]

NPR manages the Public Radio Satellite System[image: External link], which distributes NPR programs and other programming from independent producers and networks such as American Public Media and Public Radio International. Its content is also available on-demand via the web, mobile, and podcasts.



TOP
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 Name




The organization's legal name is National Public Radio and its trademarked[image: External link] brand is NPR; it is known by both names.[5] In June 2010, the organization announced that it was "making a conscious effort to consistently refer to ourselves as NPR on-air and online" because NPR is the common name for the organization and the tag line "This ... is NPR" has been used by its radio hosts for many years.[5] However, National Public Radio remains the legal name of the group, as it has been for more than 45 years.[5]
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 History
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 1970s




National Public Radio replaced the National Educational Radio Network[image: External link] on February 26, 1970, following congressional passage of the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967[image: External link].[6] This act was signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link], and established the Corporation for Public Broadcasting[image: External link], which also created the Public Broadcasting Service in addition to NPR. A CPB organizing committee under John Witherspoon first created a Board of Directors chaired by Bernard Mayes[image: External link].

The board then hired Donald Quayle[image: External link] to be the first president of NPR with 30 employees and 90 charter member stations, and studios in Washington, D.C.[7]

NPR aired its first broadcast in April 20, 1971, covering United States Senate[image: External link] hearings on the Vietnam War[image: External link]. A month later, the afternoon drive-time newscast All Things Considered[image: External link] began, on May 3, 1971, first hosted by Robert Conley[image: External link]. NPR was primarily a production and distribution organization until 1977, when it merged with the Association of Public Radio Stations[image: External link].
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 1980s




NPR suffered an almost fatal setback in 1983 when efforts to expand services created a deficit of nearly US$7 million. After a congressional investigation and the resignation of NPR's president, Frank Mankiewicz[image: External link], the Corporation for Public Broadcasting agreed to lend the network money in order to stave off bankruptcy.[8] In exchange, NPR agreed to a new arrangement whereby the annual CPB stipend that it had previously received directly would be divided among local stations instead; in turn, those stations would support NPR productions on a subscription basis. NPR also agreed to turn its satellite service into a cooperative venture (the Public Radio Satellite System[image: External link]), making it possible for non-NPR shows to get national distribution. It took NPR approximately three years to pay off the debt.[9]
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 1990s




Delano Lewis[image: External link], the president of C&P Telephone[image: External link], left that position to become NPR's CEO and president in January 1994.[10] Lewis resigned in August 1998.[10][11] In November 1998, NPR's board of directors hired Kevin Klose[image: External link], the director of the International Broadcasting Bureau[image: External link], as its president and chief executive officer.[11]
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 2000s






	“
	
September 11th[image: External link] made it apparent in a very urgent way that we need another facility that could keep NPR going if something devastating happens in Washington.
	”



	— Jay Kernis, NPR's senior VP for programming[12]




NPR spent nearly $13 million to acquire and equip a West Coast[image: External link] 25,000-square-foot (2,300 m2) production facility, NPR West, which opened in Culver City[image: External link], Los Angeles County, California[image: External link], in November 2002. With room for up to 90 employees, it was established to expand its production capabilities, improve its coverage of the western United States[image: External link], and create a backup production facility capable of keeping NPR on the air in the event of a catastrophe in Washington, D.C.[12]

In November 2003, NPR received US$235 million from the estate of the late Joan B. Kroc[image: External link], the widow of Ray Kroc[image: External link], founder of McDonald's Corporation[image: External link]. This was the largest monetary gift ever to a cultural institution.[13][14]

In 2004 NPR's budget increased by over 50% to US$153 million due to the Kroc gift. US$34 million of the money was deposited in its endowment[image: External link].[15] The endowment fund before the gift totaled $35 million. NPR will use the interest from the bequest to expand its news staff and reduce some member stations' fees.[13] The 2005 budget was about US$120 million.

In August 2005, NPR entered podcasting with a directory of over 170 programs created by NPR and member stations. By November of that year, users downloaded NPR and other public radio podcasts 5 million times. Ten years later, by March 2015, users downloaded podcasts produced only by NPR 94 million times,[16] and NPR podcasts like Fresh Air and TED Radio Hour routinely made the iTunes[image: External link] Top Podcasts list.[17]

Ken Stern[image: External link] became chief executive in September 2006, reportedly as the "hand-picked successor" of CEO Kevin Klose, who gave up the job but remained as NPR's president; Stern had worked with Klose at Radio Free Europe[image: External link].[18]

On December 10, 2008, NPR announced that it would reduce its workforce by 7% and cancel the news programs Day to Day[image: External link] and News & Notes[image: External link].[19] The organization indicated this was in response to a rapid drop in corporate underwriting[image: External link] in the wake of the economic crisis of 2008[image: External link].[19]

In the fall of 2008, NPR programming reached a record 27.5 million people weekly, according to Arbitron ratings figures. NPR stations reach 32.7 million listeners overall.[20]

In March 2008, the NPR Board announced that Stern would be stepping down from his role as Chief Executive Officer, following conflict with NPR's Board of Directors "over the direction of the organization" (including issues NPR's member station managers had had with NPR's expansion into new media[image: External link] "at the expense of serving" the stations that financially support NPR).[18]

As of 2009, corporate sponsorship made up 26% of the NPR budget.[21]
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 2010s




In October 2010, NPR accepted a $1.8 million grant from the Open Society Institute[image: External link]. The grant is meant to begin a project called Impact of Government that was intended to add at least 100 journalists at NPR member radio stations in all 50 states by 2013.[22] The OSI has made previous donations, but does not take on air credit for its gifts.[23]

In April 2013, NPR moved from its home of 19 years (635 Massachusetts Avenue[image: External link] NW) to new offices and production facilities at 1111 North Capitol Street NE in a building adapted from the former C&P Telephone Warehouse and Repair Facility[image: External link].[24] The new headquarters—at the corner of North Capitol Street NE and L Street NW—is in the burgeoning NoMa[image: External link] neighborhood of Washington.[25] The first show scheduled to be broadcast from the new studios was Weekend Edition Saturday[image: External link].[26] Morning Edition[image: External link] was the last show to move to the new location.[27] In June 2013 NPR canceled the weekday call-in show Talk of the Nation[image: External link].[28]

In September 2013, certain of NPR's 840 full- and part-time employees were offered a voluntary buyout[image: External link] plan, with the goal of reducing staff by 10 percent and returning NPR to a balanced budget by the 2015 fiscal year[image: External link].[29]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Governance




NPR is a membership organization. Member stations are required to be non-commercial[image: External link] or non-commercial educational[image: External link] radio stations; have at least five full-time professional employees; operate for at least 18 hours per day; and not be designed solely to further a religious broadcasting[image: External link] philosophy or be used for classroom distance learning[image: External link] programming. Each member station receives one vote at the annual NPR board meetings—exercised by its designated Authorized Station Representative ("A-Rep").

To oversee the day-to-day operations and prepare its budget, members elect a Board of Directors. This board is composed of ten A-Reps, five members of the general public, and the chair of the NPR Foundation. Terms are for three years and are staggered[image: External link] such that some stand for election every year.[30]

As of March 2015, the Board of Directors of NPR included the following members:[31]


	NPR Member Station Managers




	Mike Crane, Director, Wisconsin Public Radio[image: External link]


	Betsy Gardella, President and CEO, New Hampshire Public Radio[image: External link]


	Kit Jensen, Chief Operating Officer WVIZ/PBS[image: External link] & 90.3 WCPN[image: External link] ideastream, Chair of the Board

	Roger LaMay, General Manager, WXPN[image: External link]


	Caryn Mathes, President and General Manager, KUOW[image: External link]


	Greg Petrowich, Executive Director, WSIU Public Broadcasting[image: External link]


	Florence Rogers, President and General Manager, Nevada Public Radio[image: External link]


	Mike Savage, General Manager, WBAA[image: External link]


	Kerry Swanson, Station Manager, Northwest Public Radio[image: External link]


	Connie Walker, General Manager, WUNC[image: External link]





	President of NPR




	
Jarl Mohn[image: External link], President and CEO




	Chair of the NPR Foundation




	Howard Wollner, Senior Vice President, Retired, Starbucks Coffee Company[image: External link]





	Public Members of the Board




	Fabiola Arredondo, Managing Partner, Siempre Holdings


	Chris Boskin, Media Company Consultant

	Patricia Diaz Dennis, Senior Vice President and Assistant General Counsel, Retired, AT&T[image: External link]


	Paul G. Haaga, Jr., Chairman of the Board, Retired, Capital Research and Management Company


	John S. Wotowicz, Managing Partner of Concentric Capital, Vice Chair of the Board



The original purposes of NPR, as ratified by the Board of Directors, are the following:


	Provide an identifiable daily product which is consistent and reflects the highest standards of broadcast journalism.

	Provide extended coverage of public events, issues and ideas, and to acquire and produce special public affairs programs.

	Acquire and produce cultural programs which can be scheduled individually by stations.

	Provide access to the intellectual and cultural resources of cities, universities and rural districts through a system of cooperative program development with member public radio stations.

	Develop and distribute programs for specific groups (adult education[image: External link], instruction, modular units for local productions) which may meet needs of individual regions or groups, but may not have general national relevance.

	Establish liaison with foreign broadcasters for a program exchange service.

	Produce materials specifically intended to develop the art and technical potential of radio[32]





	NPR Ombudsman/Public Editor




	Elizabeth Jensen[image: External link]



The Ombudsman/Public Editor responds to significant listener queries, comments and criticisms.[33] The position reports to the President and CEO Jarl Mohn[image: External link].[34] Elizabeth Jensen was appointed to a three-year term in January 2015.[33]
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 Funding




In 2010, NPR revenues totaled $180 million, with the bulk of revenues coming from programming fees, grants[image: External link] from foundations[image: External link] or business entities, contributions and sponsorships[image: External link].Typically, NPR member stations receive funds through on-air pledge drives[image: External link], corporate underwriting, state and local governments, educational institutions, and the federally funded Corporation for Public Broadcasting[image: External link] (CPB). In 2009, member stations derived 6% of their revenue from federal, state and local government funding, 10% of their revenue from CPB[image: External link] grants, and 14% of their revenue from universities.[21][35] While NPR does not receive any direct federal funding, it does receive a small number of competitive grants from CPB and federal agencies like the Department of Education and the Department of Commerce.

During the 1970s and early 1980s, the majority of NPR funding came from the federal government. Steps were taken during the 1980s to completely wean NPR from government support, but the 1983 funding crisis forced the network to make immediate changes. According to CPB[image: External link], in 2009 11.3% of the aggregate revenues of all public radio broadcasting stations were funded from federal sources, principally through CPB;[36] in 2012 10.9% of the revenues for Public Radio came from federal sources.[37]

In 2011, NPR announced the roll-out of their own online advertising network[image: External link], which allows member stations to run geographically targeted advertisement[image: External link] spots from national sponsors that may otherwise be unavailable to their local area, opening additional revenue streams to the broadcaster.[38]

2013 saw the launch of Center Stage, a mix of native advertising[image: External link] and banner ad[image: External link] featured prominently on the NPR homepage, above-the-fold. The launch partner for Center Stage was Squarespace[image: External link].[39]

In 2014, NPR CEO Jarl Mohn said the network would begin to increase revenue by having brands NPR views as more relevant to the audience underwrite NPR programs and requesting higher rates from them.[40]
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In contrast with commercial broadcasting[image: External link], NPR's radio broadcasts do not carry traditional commercials, but has advertising in the form of brief statements from major sponsors which may include corporate slogans[image: External link], descriptions of products and services, contact information such as website addresses and telephone numbers[image: External link].[41] These statements are called underwriting spots[image: External link] and, unlike commercials, are governed by specific FCC restrictions in addition to truth in advertising[image: External link] laws; they cannot advocate a product or "promote the goods and services" of for-profit entities.[42] These restrictions apply only to radio broadcasts and not NPR's other digital platforms. When questioned on the subject of how corporate underwriting revenues and foundation grants were holding up during the recession, in a speech broadcast on C-SPAN before the National Press Club[image: External link] on March 2, 2009, then President and CEO Vivian Schiller[image: External link] stated: "underwriting is down, it's down for everybody; this is the area that is most down for us, in sponsorship, underwriting, advertising, call it whatever you want; just like it is for all of media."[43] Hosts of the NPR program Planet Money[image: External link] stated the audience is indeed a product being sold to advertisers in the same way as commercial stations, saying: "they are not advertisers exactly but, they have a lot of the same characteristics; let's just say that."[44]
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 Audience




A Harris telephone survey conducted in 2005 found that NPR was the most trusted news source in the United States.[45]

According to 2009, NPR statistics, about 20.9 million listeners tune into NPR each week.[46] According to 2015 figures, 87% of the NPR terrestrial public radio audience and 67% of the NPR podcast audience is white.[47] According to the 2012 Pew Research Center[image: External link] 2012 News Consumption Survey, NPR listeners tend to be highly educated, with 54% of regular listeners being college graduates and 21% having some college.[48] NPR's audience is almost exactly average in terms of the sex of listeners (49% male, 51% female).[48] NPR listeners have higher incomes than average (the 2012 Pew study showed that 43% earn over $75,000, 27% earn between $30,000 and $75,000).[48] The Pew survey found that the NPR audience tends Democratic (17% Republican, 37% independent, 43% Democratic) and liberal (21% conservative, 39% moderate, 36% liberal).[48]

NPR stations generally do not subscribe to the Arbitron[image: External link] rating service and are not included in published ratings and rankings such as Radio & Records[image: External link]. However, NPR station listenership is measured by Arbitron in both Diary and PPM (people meter) markets. NPR stations are frequently not included in "summary level" diary data used by most advertising agencies for media planning. Data on NPR listening can be accessed using "respondent level" diary data. Additionally, all radio stations (public and commercial) are treated equally within the PPM data sets making NPR station listenership data much more widely available to the media planning community. According to Arbitron's National Broadcast Audience Estimate report for September 29, 2011,[49] NPR's signature morning news program, Morning Edition, is the network's most popular program, drawing 12.9 million listeners a week, with its afternoon newsmagazine, All Things Considered, a close second, with 12.2 million listeners a week. Arbitron data is also provided by Radio Research Consortium[image: External link], a non-profit corporation which subscribes to the Arbitron service and distributes the data to NPR and other non-commercial stations and on its website.[50]
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 Digital media




NPR's history in digital media[image: External link] includes the work of an independent, for-profit company called Public Interactive, which was founded in 1999[51] and acquired by PRI[image: External link] in June 2004, when it became a non-profit company.[52] By July 2008, Public Interactive had "170 subscribers who collectively operate 325 public radio and television stations" and clients such as Car Talk[image: External link], The World[image: External link], and The Tavis Smiley Show[image: External link]; by the end of that month, NPR acquired Public Interactive from PRI[51] In March 2011, NPR revealed a restructuring proposal in which Boston-based Public Interactive would become NPR Digital Services, separate from the Washington D.C.-based NPR Digital Media, which focuses on NPR-branded services.[53] NPR Digital Services would continue offering its services to public TV stations.[53]

The technical backbone of its digital news publishing system is Core Publisher, which was built on Drupal[image: External link], an open-source content management system[image: External link].[53]

NPR has been dubbed as "leveraging the Twitter generation"[54] because of its adaptation of the popular microblogging[image: External link] service as one of its primary vehicles of information. Of NPR's Twitter followers, the majority (67%) still do listen to NPR on the radio. In a survey of more than 10,000 respondents, NPR found that its Twitter followers are younger, more connected to the social web[image: External link], and more likely to access content through digital platforms such as its Peabody Award[image: External link]-winning website npr.org, as well as podcasts[image: External link], mobile apps[image: External link] and more.[55] NPR has more than one Twitter account including @NPR;[56] its survey found that most respondents followed between two and five NPR accounts, including topical account, show-specific accounts and on-air staff accounts.[55] In addition, NPR's Facebook[image: External link] page has been at the forefront of the company foray into social media. Started by college student and fan Geoff Campbell[57] in 2008, the page was quickly taken over by the organization,[58] and over the last two years has grown to nearly 4 million fans and is a popular example of the company's new focus on a younger audience.[59]
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 NPR One




Main article: NPR One[image: External link]


On July 2014, NPR launched NPR One[image: External link], an app for iOS[image: External link] and Android[image: External link] smartphones and other mobile devices, which aimed to make it easier for listeners to stream local NPR stations live, and listen to NPR podcasts by autoplaying content and permitting easy navigation.[60] Since launch NPR has made the service available on additional channels: Windows mobile[image: External link] devices, web browsers, Chromecast[image: External link], Apple Car Play, Apple Watch[image: External link], Android Auto[image: External link], Android Wear[image: External link], Samsung Gear[image: External link] S2 and S3, Amazon Fire TV[image: External link], and Amazon Alexa[image: External link]-enabled devices.[61]
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 Programming
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 Programs produced by NPR
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 News and public affairs programs




NPR produces a morning and an afternoon news program, both of which also have weekend editions with different hosts. It also produces hourly news briefs around the clock. NPR formerly distributed the World Radio Network[image: External link], a daily compilation of news reports from international radio news, but no longer does so.


	
All Things Considered[image: External link], hosted by Robert Siegel[image: External link], Audie Cornish[image: External link], Kelly McEvers[image: External link], and Ari Shapiro[image: External link][62]

	
Weekend All Things Considered[image: External link], hosted by Michel Martin[image: External link]






	
Morning Edition[image: External link], hosted by Steve Inskeep[image: External link], Rachel Martin[image: External link] and David Greene[image: External link]

	
Weekend Edition Saturday[image: External link], hosted by Scott Simon


	
Weekend Edition Sunday[image: External link], hosted by Lourdes Garcia-Navarro[image: External link]






	
Here and Now[image: External link], news, current affairs and culture hosted by Robin Young[image: External link] and Jeremy Hobson[image: External link] (co-produced with WBUR[image: External link])

	
Code Switch[image: External link], a podcast about race and identity hosted by Shereen Marisol Meraji and Gene Demby[image: External link]


	
Embedded, a podcast hosted by Kelly McEvers[image: External link]


	
NPR Politics Podcast, a podcast hosted by Tamara Keith[image: External link] and Scott Detrow
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 Storytelling and cultural programming





	
Ask Me Another[image: External link], a trivia quiz hosted by Ophira Eisenberg[image: External link] (co-produced with WNYC[image: External link])

	
Hidden Brain, a social sciences podcast hosted by Shankar Vedantam[image: External link]


	
How I Built This[image: External link], a podcast on entrepreneurship hosted by Guy Raz[image: External link]


	
Invisibilia[image: External link], hosted by Alix Spiegel[image: External link], Hanna Rosin[image: External link], and Lulu Miller[image: External link]


	
Planet Money[image: External link], a podcast on the economy

	
Pop Culture Happy Hour, a podcast on culture hosted by Linda Holmes

	
TED[image: External link] Radio Hour, hosted by Guy Raz[image: External link]


	
Wait Wait... Don't Tell Me![image: External link], a humorous news quiz co-produced with WBEZ[image: External link] and hosted by Peter Sagal[image: External link]
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 Music programming





	
First Listen, album previews

	
All Songs Considered[image: External link], a music podcast

	Songs We Love

	
Tiny Desk Concerts[image: External link], video concert series

	
Alt.Latino[image: External link], a podcast on Latino arts and culture

	
Jazz Night In America, hosted by Christian McBride[image: External link] (co-produced with WBGO[image: External link] and Jazz at Lincoln Center[image: External link])

	
The Thistle & Shamrock[image: External link], Celtic music hosted by Fiona Ritchie[image: External link]
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 Programs distributed by NPR
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 News and public affairs





	
1A[image: External link], public affairs roundtable program hosted by Joshua Johnson ( WAMU[image: External link])

	
Fresh Air[image: External link], interviews with cultural news-makers hosted by Terry Gross[image: External link] ( WHYY[image: External link])

	
Latino USA[image: External link], Latino issues hosted by Maria Hinojosa[image: External link] (Futuro Media Group)

	
On Point[image: External link], public affairs call-in program hosted by Tom Ashbrook[image: External link] ( WBUR[image: External link])

	
On the Media[image: External link], media issues hosted by Brooke Gladstone[image: External link] and Bob Garfield[image: External link] ( WNYC[image: External link])

	
Youth Radio[image: External link], stories told by youth (self-produced)
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 Storytelling and cultural programming





	
The Big Listen, a radio show about podcasts hosted by Lauren Ober ( WAMU[image: External link])[63]


	
Bullseye with Jesse Thorn[image: External link], hosted by Jesse Thorn[image: External link] (Maximum Fun[image: External link])

	
Car Talk[image: External link], humorous automotive advice hosted by Tom Magliozzi[image: External link] and Ray Magliozzi[image: External link] ( WBUR[image: External link], ending September 2017[64])

	
Only A Game[image: External link], sports issues hosted by Bill Littlefield ( WBUR[image: External link])

	
Radio Ambulante, a Spanish language[image: External link] podcast on Latin American and Latino stories hosted by Daniel Alarcón[image: External link] (self-produced)[65]


	
Says You![image: External link], word game show ( WGBH[image: External link])

	
State of the Re:Union[image: External link], hosted by Al Letson[image: External link]


	
StoryCorps[image: External link], oral history recordings (self-produced)
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 Music programming





	
From the Top[image: External link], A program showcasing young classical musicians between the ages of 8–18 (self-produced)

	
JazzSet, hosted by Dee Dee Bridgewater[image: External link] ( WBGO[image: External link])

	Metropolis, a show on electronic music hosted by Jason Bentley[image: External link] ( KCRW[image: External link])

	
Mountain Stage[image: External link], hosted by Larry Groce[image: External link] (West Virginia Public Broadcasting[image: External link])

	
Piano Jazz[image: External link], hosted by Marian McPartland[image: External link] (South Carolina ETV Radio[image: External link])

	
World Cafe[image: External link], a 2-hour music program featuring both recorded music and interviews and live in-studio performances, hosted by David Dye, ( WXPN[image: External link])
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 Public radio programs not affiliated with NPR




Individual NPR stations can broadcast programming from sources that have no formal affiliation with NPR. If these programs are distributed by another distributor, a public radio station must also affiliate with that network to take that network's programming.


	
BBC World Service[image: External link], world news produced by the BBC[image: External link] in the United Kingdom[image: External link], distributed by American Public Media[image: External link]


	
Echoes[image: External link], a daily program of ambient, new age, and electronic music hosted by John Diliberto[image: External link] and distributed by Public Radio International[image: External link]


	
Forum[image: External link], call-in panel discussion program, wide-ranging national and local topics hosted by Michael Krasny[image: External link] ( KQED-FM[image: External link]).

	
Hearts of Space[image: External link], a weekly program of Ambient[image: External link], Space[image: External link], and contemplative music hosted by Stephen Hill[image: External link], San Rafael, Calif.

	
Jazz from Lincoln Center, Wynton Marsalis[image: External link], hosted by Ed Bradley[image: External link], Murray Street Productions


	
The Merrow Report, education issues hosted by John Merrow[image: External link], Learning Matters Inc.


	
The People's Pharmacy, a call-in and interview program on personal health from WUNC[image: External link] in Chapel Hill, N.C.

	
Philosophy Talk[image: External link], everyday topics examined through a philosophical lens, hosted by Stanford philosophy professors John Perry[image: External link] and Ken Taylor[image: External link], produced by Ben Manilla[image: External link] Productions, distributed by Public Radio Exchange[image: External link]


	
Planetary Radio[image: External link], space exploration[image: External link] radio program hosted by Mat Kaplan[image: External link], The Planetary Society[image: External link], Pasadena, Calif.

	
Pulse of the Planet[image: External link], a daily 2-minute sound portrait of Planet Earth, hosted by Jim Metzner.

	
Science Friday[image: External link], science issues call-in hosted by Ira Flatow[image: External link] and independently produced, distributed by Public Radio International[image: External link]


	
Selected Shorts[image: External link], dramatic readings hosted by Isaiah Sheffer[image: External link], Symphony Space[image: External link], ( WNYC[image: External link]) and distributed by Public Radio International[image: External link]


	
Serial[image: External link], a podcast[image: External link] exploring a nonfiction story over multiple episodes[image: External link]. Serial is a spin-off[image: External link] from This American Life.

	
The Takeaway[image: External link], a daily news program hosted by John Hockenberry and distributed by Public Radio International[image: External link]


	
StarDate[image: External link], short segments relating to science and astronomy from the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link]'s McDonald Observatory[image: External link] hosted by Sandy Wood.

	
Sunday Baroque[image: External link], baroque and early music hosted by Suzanne Bona ( WSHU-FM[image: External link])

	
This American Life[image: External link], stories of real life hosted by Ira Glass[image: External link], distributed by Public Radio Exchange[image: External link]


	
A Way With Words[image: External link], a show about language; distributed by Public Radio Exchange[image: External link] and Public Radio Satellite System[image: External link]


	
WireTap[image: External link], comedy radio program hosted by Jonathan Goldstein[image: External link] of CBC Radio One[image: External link] and distributed by Public Radio International[image: External link] in the United States.

	
Wits[image: External link], a sketch comedy, music, and artist interview program, hosted by John Moe[image: External link]




Many shows produced or distributed by Public Radio International—such as Living on Earth[image: External link] —are broadcast on public radio stations, but are not affiliated with NPR. PRI and NPR are separate production and distribution organizations with distinct missions, and each competes with the other for programming slots on public radio stations.

Public Radio Exchange also offers a national distribution network where a significant number of public radio stations go to acquire programs from independent producers. PRX provides a catalog of thousands of radio pieces available on-demand as broadcast quality audio files and available for streaming on the PRX.org website.

Most public radio stations are NPR member stations and affiliate stations of PRI, APM, and PRX at the same time. The organizations have different governance structures and missions and relationships with stations. Other popular shows, like A Prairie Home Companion[image: External link] and Marketplace[image: External link], are produced by American Public Media, the national programming unit of Minnesota Public Radio[image: External link]. These programs were distributed by Public Radio International prior to APM's founding. Democracy Now![image: External link], the flagship news program of the Pacifica Radio[image: External link] network, provides a feed to NPR stations, and other Pacifica programs can occasionally be heard on these stations as well.
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 Controversies




Main article: NPR controversies[image: External link]


Over the course of NPR's history, controversies have arisen over several incidents and topics.
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 Allegations of ideological bias




NPR has been accused of displaying both liberal bias, as alleged in work such as a UCLA[image: External link] and University of Missouri[image: External link] study of Morning Edition, and conservative bias, including criticism of alleged reliance on conservative think-tanks[image: External link].[66] NPR has also been accused of bias related to specific topics, including support of the 2003 Invasion of Iraq[image: External link] and coverage of Israel[image: External link]. The NPR ombudsman has described how NPR's coverage of the Israel-Palestinian conflict has been simultaneously criticized as biased by both sides.[67] UT Austin journalism professor and author Robert Jensen[image: External link] has criticized NPR as taking a pro-war stance during coverage of Iraq war protests.[68]

In 2002 and 2003, surveys and follow-up focus groups conducted by the Tarrance Group and Lake Snell Perry & Associates have indicated that, "The majority of the U.S. adult population does not believe that the news and information programming on public broadcasting is biased. The plurality of Americans indicate that there is no apparent bias one way or the other, while approximately two-in-ten detect a liberal bias and approximately one-in-ten detect a conservative bias."[69]
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 Euphemisms




In a controversial act, NPR banned in 2009 the use of the word "torture" in the context of the Bush administration's use of enhanced interrogation techniques[image: External link].[70] NPR's Ombudswoman Alicia Shepard[image: External link]'s defense of the policy was that "calling waterboarding torture is tantamount to taking sides."[71] But Berkeley[image: External link] Professor of Linguistics, Geoffrey Nunberg[image: External link] pointed out that virtually all media around the world, other than what he called the "spineless U.S. media", call these techniques torture.[72][73] In an article which criticized NPR and other U.S. media for their use of euphemisms for torture, Glenn Greenwald[image: External link] discussed what he called the enabling "corruption of American journalism":


This active media complicity in concealing that our Government created a systematic torture regime, by refusing ever to say so, is one of the principal reasons it was allowed to happen for so long. The steadfast, ongoing refusal of our leading media institutions to refer to what the Bush administration did as "torture" – even in the face of more than 100 detainee deaths; the use of that term by a leading Bush official to describe what was done at Guantanamo; and the fact that media outlets frequently use the word "torture" to describe exactly the same methods when used by other countries – reveals much about how the modern journalist thinks.[74]
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 Live from Death Row commentaries




In 1994, NPR arranged to air, on All Things Considered, a series of three-minute commentaries by Mumia Abu-Jamal[image: External link], a journalist convicted in a controversial trial of murdering a Philadelphia Police[image: External link] officer. They cancelled airing them after the Fraternal Order of Police[image: External link] and members of the U.S. Congress objected.[75]
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 Juan Williams comments




On October 20, 2010, NPR terminated Senior News Analyst Juan Williams[image: External link]'s independent contract[76] over a series of incidents culminating in remarks he made on the Fox News Channel[image: External link] regarding Muslims.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Ronald Schiller comments




In March 2011, conservative political activist and provocateur James O'Keefe[image: External link] sent partners Simon Templar (a pen name[image: External link]) and Shaughn Adeleye[77] to secretly record their discussion with Ronald Schiller, NPR's outgoing senior vice president for fundraising[image: External link], and an associate, in which Schiller made remarks viewed as disparaging of "the current Republican party, especially the Tea Party[image: External link]", and controversial comments regarding Palestine and funding for NPR. NPR disavowed Schiller's comments. CEO Vivian Schiller, who is not related to Ronald, later resigned over the fallout from the comments and the previous firing of Juan Williams.[78]
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 See also





	Australian Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link]

	BBC Radio[image: External link]

	Canadian Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link]

	List of NPR personnel[image: External link]

	List of NPR stations[image: External link]

	
NPR Berlin[image: External link] the only NPR affiliate operated by NPR itself
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In the Heights






In the Heights is a musical with music and lyrics by Lin-Manuel Miranda and a book by Quiara Alegría Hudes[image: External link]. The story is set over the course of three days, involving characters in the largely Hispanic-American[image: External link] neighborhood of Washington Heights[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link].

After productions at the Eugene O'Neill Theater Center[image: External link] in Connecticut[image: External link] (2005) and Off-Broadway (2007), the show opened in a Broadway production in March 2008. This production was nominated for thirteen Tony Awards[image: External link], winning four: Best Musical, Best Original Score, Best Choreography (Andy Blankenbuehler), and Best Orchestrations (Alex Lacamoire and Bill Sherman). It won a Grammy Award for Best Musical Show Album[image: External link]. It was also nominated for the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for Drama.



TOP
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 Background




Miranda wrote the earliest draft of In the Heights in 1999, his sophomore year of college. After the show was accepted by Wesleyan University[image: External link]'s student theater company Second Stage, Miranda worked on adding "freestyle rap[image: External link] ... bodegas, and salsa[image: External link] numbers."[1] It played from April 27 to April 29, 2000. After seeing the play, three Wesleyan seniors and one alumnus, John Buffalo Mailer[image: External link], Neil Stewart, Anthony Veneziale and Thomas Kail, approached Miranda and asked if the play could be expanded with a view to a Broadway production. In 2002, Miranda and Mailer worked with director Kail and wrote five separate drafts of In the Heights.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Productions
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 Connecticut (2005) and off-Broadway (2007) tryouts




A new version of In the Heights was presented at the National Music Theater Conference at the Eugene O'Neill Theater Center[image: External link] in Waterford, Connecticut[image: External link] in 2005, directed by Thomas Kail and with music director Alex Lacamoire.[2][3] The cast featured: Natalie Cortez, Janet Dacal, Robin De Jesus, Huey Dunbar, Christopher Jackson, Doreen Montalvo, Javier Muñoz, Rick Negron, Sheena Marie Ortiz, Matt Saldivar, Monica Salazar, and Nancy Ticotin [4]

It then opened at the Off-Broadway 37 Arts Theater, running from February 8, 2007, through July 15, 2007. Directed by Thomas Kail, with choreography by Andy Blankenbuehler and music direction by Alex Lacamoire, it was produced by Jill Furman[image: External link], Kevin McCollum[image: External link], Jeffrey Seller and Sander Jacobs. The Off-Broadway production was nominated for nine Drama Desk Awards, winning two, as well as winning the Outer Critics' Circle Award for Outstanding Musical.[5]
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 Broadway (2008–2011)




The musical premiered on Broadway, starting in previews[image: External link] on February 14, 2008,[6] with an official opening on March 9, 2008, at the Richard Rodgers Theatre. The Broadway production was again directed and choreographed by Kail and Blankenbuehler, with most of the off-Broadway principals reprising their roles. The creative team included set design by Anna Louizos[image: External link], costume design by Paul Tazewell, lighting design by Howell Binkley, sound design by Acme Sound Partners, arrangements and orchestrations by Alex Lacamoire and Bill Sherman, and music coordination by Michael Keller.

The producers announced on January 8, 2009, that the show had recouped its $10 million investment after 10 months.[7] The cast recording[image: External link] was released on June 3, 2008, by Ghostlight Records[image: External link] and won the 51st Annual Grammy Award[image: External link] for Best Musical Show Album, beating the recordings of The Little Mermaid[image: External link], Young Frankenstein[image: External link], and the revivals of Gypsy[image: External link] and South Pacific. The Broadway production celebrated its 1000th performance on August 2, 2010.[8]

The Broadway production closed on January 9, 2011, after 29 previews and 1,184 regular performances.[9][10] The final cast starred Lin-Manuel Miranda, Arielle Jacobs[image: External link], Marcy Harriell[image: External link], Shaun Taylor-Corbett[image: External link], Olga Merediz[image: External link], Andréa Burns[image: External link], Christopher Jackson, Tony Chriroldes and Priscilla Lopez[image: External link]. Jon Rua[image: External link] starred as Graffiti Pete and understudied for the roles of Usnavi and Sonny for a large portion of 2010.[11]
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 North American Tour (2009–2011)




The first national tour of In the Heights began on October 27, 2009, in Tampa[image: External link], Florida.[12] The musical ran in San Juan, Puerto Rico[image: External link] in November 2010, the first time an Equity[image: External link] tour has played in the city. Librettist Hudes and songwriter-star Miranda are both of Puerto Rican descent. Miranda played this engagement.[13] The tour closed on April 3, 2011, at the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link] in Miami[image: External link], Florida.[14] At the time of its closing, the tour starred Joseph Morales as Usnavi.[15]
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 Manila, Philippines (2011)




The international premiere ran in Manila, Philippines[image: External link] from September 2 to September 18, 2011. The new production was directed by Bobby Garcia and starred Nyoy Volante as Usnavi, Ima Castro as Vanessa, K-La Rivera as Nina Rosario, Felix Rivera as Benny, Calvin Millado as Kevin Rosario, Jackie Lou Blanco as Camila Rosario, Tex Ordoñez as Daniela, Tanya Manalang as Carla, and Jay Glorioso as Abuela Claudia.[16] The show had a repeat run in March 2012.[17]
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 Non-Equity US Tour (2011–2012)




A non-Equity United States national tour of In The Heights ran from October 17, 2011, until June 2012.[18][19][20] The tour played in Chicago in January 2012, with Virginia Cavaliere as Nina, Presilah Nunez as Vanessa, Kyle Carter as Benny, and Perry Young as Usnavi.[21]
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 Panama City, Panama (2013) and São Paulo, Brazil (2014)




In Panama, Carnaval del Barrio (In the Heights) was staged at the famed Teatro en Círculo, from the 3rd to the 31st of October, 2013, produced by Top Line Events and directed by Aaron Zebede[image: External link], who also adapted the book and songs to Spanglish[image: External link], which worked perfectly for a Panamanian audience. Jose "Pepe" Casis was the musical director, who also played the part of Piragua Guy.[22]

The Brazilian premiere of Nas Alturas was staged at Teatro Bradesco[image: External link] from 17 April until 25 May 2014. The cast featured Myra Ruiz (Nina), Ricardo Marques (Benny), Mauro Gorini (Kevin), Germana Guilherme (Camila), Renata Brás (Daniela), Milena Martines (Carla), Lola Fanucchi (Vanessa), Thiago Vianna (Graffiti) and Rafael Dantas (Piragua Guy).
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 Off-West End, United Kingdom (2014)




The UK premiere of In The Heights was staged at Southwark Playhouse[image: External link] from May 9 until June 7, 2014. The cast featured Sam Mackay as Usnavi, Christina Modestou as Nina, David Bedella[image: External link] as Kevin Rosario and Victoria Hamilton-Barritt[image: External link] as Daniela, with direction by Luke Sheppard.[23]
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 Tokyo, Japan (2014) and Melbourne, Australia (2015)




The Japanese premiere played in Bunkamura[image: External link]'s Theatre Cocoon from April 9 until April 20, 2014, and featured Yuya Matsushita[image: External link], Ayaka Umeda[image: External link], Chihiro Otsuka[image: External link], and Motomu Azaki[image: External link], among others.[24]

The Australian premiere of In The Heights, produced by StageArt, opened at Chapel Off Chapel on 20 Feb and ran for a short season of 21 shows, closing on 8 March. Directed by James Cutler, Musical Direction by Cameron Thomas and choreographed by Yvette Lee, the show received overwhelming critical acclaim.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Off-West End, United Kingdom (2015–2017)




In the Heights transferred to the King's Cross Theatre, London on October 3, 2015.[25] The production was directed by Luke Sheppard, choreographed by Drew McOnie with musical supervision by Tom Deering. The production was nominated for four awards at the 2016 Olivier Awards[image: External link]: Best New Musical, Best Theatre Choreographer (Drew McOnie), Outstanding Achievement in Music and Best Actor in a Supporting Role in a Musical (David Bedella).[26] The performance of the production at the Olivier Awards was introduced by Jonathan Groff, in character as King George from Miranda's musical Hamilton.[27] The production closed on January 8, 2017, after a hugely successful run; with several extensions from its initial 4 month limited run.[28] The final show was concluded with speeches by actor Sam Mackay and producer Paul Taylor Mills, and a surprise appearance by Lin-Manuel Miranda.[29]
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 Vancouver, Canada and Seoul, South Korea (2015)




The Canadian premiere of In the Heights, produced by The Arts Club, opened at the Stanley Industrial Alliance Stage on May 6, 2015. Directed by Bill Millerd with co-direction and choreography by Lisa Stevens and musical direction by Ken Cormier. The cast featured Luc Roderique as Usnavi, Elena Juatco as Vanessa, Kate Blackburn as Nina, Chris Sams as Benny, Sharon Crandall as Abuela Claudia, Caleb Di Pomponio as Sonny, Francisco Trujillo as Kevin, Caitriona Murphy as Camila, Irene Karas Loeper as Daniela, Julia Harnett as Carla, Michael Culp as Graffiti Pete and Michael Antonakos as Piragua Guy.

The South Korean production opened in the Samsung Card Hall, Blue Square, Seoul[image: External link] on September 4, 2015. The production was scheduled to star numerous K-Pop[image: External link] and hip hop[image: External link] musicians including Jeong Won-young, Yang Dong-geun[image: External link], Jang Dongwoo[image: External link] of Infinite[image: External link], and Key[image: External link] from Shinee[image: External link] as Usnavi, Seo Kyeong-su, Kim Sung-kyu[image: External link] of Infinite[image: External link], and Chen[image: External link] from EXO[image: External link] as Benny, and Kim Bo-kyeong, Luna[image: External link] of f(x)[image: External link] as Nina.[30]
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 Lima, Perú (2016)




Los Productores presented In the Heights during the first months of 2016. The premiere took place on January 20, 2016, at Luigi Pirandello Theater amid allegations of racism[image: External link].[31] The composition of the cast does not match those characteristics that the original work proposed. While the original work proposed racial diversity as an essential feature, the Peruvian version has a cast composed mainly of actors with white ancestry and not one single actor with native indigenous background.[32] Gisela Ponce de León, a member of the cast, said, "Peruvians are experts in self-managed racism."[33]
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 Chicago (2016)




Porchlight Music Theater[image: External link] presented In the Heights from September 9, 2016, through December 31, 2016.[34] The show received attention and had an extended run, probably due to a combination of strong reviews, the recent opening of the Chicago production of Hamilton and attention from the controversial casting of an Italian actor in the lead role of Dominican-American Usnavi, however the 21 other cast members were all Latino or people of color.[35][36][37][38][39] The show took place at the Stage 773 building in the Lakeview[image: External link] neighborhood.
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 Characters





	
Usnavi de la Vega is the narrator of the play's exposition[image: External link] and a major character throughout; he is the owner of a small bodega in Washington Heights. He was named after one of the first sights his parents saw when they arrived in America, a ship with the sign "US Navy[image: External link]" on it. Abuela Claudia, the neighborhood matriarch, "practically raised" him when his parents both died during his early childhood. He dreams of returning to the Dominican Republic[image: External link], the place he was born, but left too young for him to remember. He is in love with Vanessa. [Originally played by Lin-Manuel Miranda.]

	
"Abuela" Claudia is the loving matriarch of the barrio who knows everybody and is like a grandmother to all ("abuela" means "grandmother" in Spanish). She is the one who looked after Usnavi when his parents died. She and her mother moved from Cuba[image: External link] to New York in 1943 while she was a child. She worked as a maid for several years but never earned the money for her and her mother to travel home. [Originally played by Olga Merediz[image: External link].]

	
Vanessa is Usnavi's love interest who works at Daniela's salon. She is stunningly beautiful and catches the eye of every guy in the Heights, however she takes interest in Usnavi. She lives with an alcoholic mother and dreams of getting out of the Barrio[image: External link] and getting an apartment downtown, but cannot yet afford it. [Originally played by Karen Olivo]

	
Nina Rosario is the first in her family (and from the Barrio) to go to college (Stanford University[image: External link]), and everyone in the barrio admires her as the "one who made it out." However, she returns home from school for the summer to reluctantly tell her parents that she has become overburdened and dropped out. She is the typical "good girl" and always got along with her parents. Now, though, she loses patience constantly over her father's over protectiveness and his refusal to accept Benny, with whom she gets into a romantic relationship. [Originally played by Mandy Gonzalez]

	
Benny works at the dispatch of Nina's father, Kevin. The only character in the play who does not speak Spanish[image: External link] and is not Hispanic[image: External link], Benny falls in love with Nina. He dreams of opening his own business. [Originally played by Christopher Jackson.]

	
Sonny de la Vega is Usnavi's sassy, superficially lazy, yet ambitious younger cousin who works with Usnavi in the bodega. He is typically the jokester of the Barrio, but he also has an intelligent and thoughtful side that yearns for social justice[image: External link]. Though never explicitly stated in the musical, Miranda has stated that the Graffiti Pete and Sonny may share a romantic relationship.[40] [Originally played by Robin de Jesus[image: External link].]

	
Daniela is the outrageously dramatic owner of the salon where the neighborhood girls come to gossip. She is very bold and loud and loves to banter. [Originally played by Andrea Burns[image: External link].]

	
Carla works at Daniela's salon along with Vanessa, and is Daniela's close friend; young and pretty, but a little slow to get the others' jokes and innuendos, she is of Chilean[image: External link], Cuban[image: External link], Dominican[image: External link], and Puerto Rican[image: External link] descent. [Originally played by Janet Dacal[image: External link].]

	
Kevin Rosario is Nina's overprotective father, who, coming from a long line of farmers, has worked hard to resist following in his own father's footsteps. He now owns his own taxi cab service: Rosario's. [Originally played by Carlos Gomez[image: External link].]

	
Camila Rosario is Nina's strong-willed mother, who wants what is best for Nina. She is typically tolerant of Kevin's control issues, but in the course of the show, reveals her real feelings. [Originally played by Priscilla Lopez[image: External link]]

	The Piragua Guy (Piragüero) is the owner of a small piragua[image: External link] stand that competes with Mister Softee[image: External link]. [Originally played by Eliseo Roman.]

	
Graffiti Pete is a graffiti[image: External link] artist. He is very possibly Sonny's boyfriend, as Miranda has hinted the relationship may have been romantic, although it's never explicitly discussed in the musical.[41] Usnavi believes he is a trouble-making vandal (constantly referring to him as a 'punk'), until Pete reveals his amazing skills as an artist. [Originally played by Seth Stewart.]
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 Plot summary
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 Act 1




At the crack of dawn, on the hottest day of summer, Usnavi chases away a graffiti artist from his tiny bodega[image: External link] in Washington Heights, opens the store, and introduces the major characters ("In the Heights"). Last to appear is Nina Rosario, back from her freshman year at Stanford University[image: External link], who readies herself to give her parents some bad news ("Breathe"). Meanwhile, Nina's parents, Kevin and Camila, seek an emergency loan to keep their struggling taxi[image: External link] dispatch afloat, temporarily leaving Benny, a young employee and friend of Nina's, in charge; the two reconnect ("Benny's Dispatch").

At the hair salon across the street, Vanessa, Usnavi's potential love interest, dreams of escaping to a studio apartment[image: External link] in the West Village[image: External link], remaining optimistic despite her own financial insecurity ("It Won't Be Long Now"). When Vanessa stops by Usnavi's bodega, Usnavi's younger cousin Sonny asks her out to a romantic evening on Usnavi's behalf, and she accepts.

Nina's parents return and she reveals how she lost her academic scholarship and dropped out of Stanford. (Due to working two jobs there, she could not maintain good grades). Kevin is devastated that he cannot provide for his daughter ("Inútil"). Nina seeks comfort from Vanessa, but the salon owner and local gossip, Daniela, sits Nina down for a makeover, coercing Vanessa into admitting that she cares about Usnavi's decisions; Nina then reveals to the salon that she has dropped out ("No Me Diga").

After Usnavi discovers that he sold a winning lottery[image: External link] ticket worth $96,000, everyone on the block dreams of how they would each spend the small fortune ("96,000"). Later, Abuela Claudia—the beloved neighborhood matriarch who "practically raised" Usnavi as a young orphan—reflects on her childhood journey from Cuba to New York in 1943, showing the audience that she secretly holds the winning lottery ticket ("Paciencia y Fe").

Nina and Benny take a tour of the neighborhood and reminisce, sharing romantic feelings ("When You're Home"). The local Piragua Guy comes out and sings a song in an attempt to sell his piragua[image: External link] ("Piragua"). Later, at a dinner party, Kevin announces that he has sold the family car service to pay for Nina's tuition. Vanessa and Usnavi then enter a dance club for their date, followed by a furious Benny, who is now out of work, and an apologetic Nina; tensions rise on the dance floor because Vanessa and Usnavi are attempting to make each other jealous, while Benny drunkenly hits a man dancing with Nina ("The Club"). The entire club breaks out into a huge fight when, suddenly, the power goes out[image: External link] throughout the city, probably due to the intense summer heat. The neighborhood erupts into chaos and Usnavi, Vanessa, Nina and Benny all look for each other in the darkness. Meanwhile, Sonny and his mischievous friend from the opening of the show, Graffiti Pete, attempt to distract the bodega from any potential looters by setting off fireworks[image: External link] obtained in preparation for the Fourth of July[image: External link]; at the same time, Abuela Claudia reveals to Usnavi that she won the lottery, while Nina and Benny find each other, argue, and then kiss ("Blackout").
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 Act 2




Benny and Nina spend the night together and it is now the morning of the Fourth of July. Nina teaches Benny some Spanish phrases, while he shares his stress over what Kevin will think of their new relationship ("Sunrise"). Down on the street, Usnavi's bodega has been looted. Abuela Claudia convinces Usnavi they should use her lottery winnings to move to Usnavi's homeland: the Dominican Republic[image: External link], encouraging him to 'find his island'. Usnavi agrees to pursue this lifelong dream at last ("Hundreds of Stories").

Nina's parents have been searching for Nina. When they learn she was with Benny, Kevin is furious. Kevin vows that Benny will never be a part of the Rosario family because he is not Latino[image: External link], but Camila ends the family fight ("Enough"). It is high noon and all are frustrated by the extreme heat and continuing power outage. The locals, led by Daniela, muster enough energy for a last celebration before the bodega, salon, and dispatch shut their doors forever. Vanessa complains about having been abandoned by Usnavi during the blackout the previous night, and Daniela finally snaps, telling the whole neighborhood "we all know that (Usnavi) loves you". Usnavi publicly announces that Abuela Claudia won the lottery, and he and she will soon leave for the Dominican Republic; the neighborhood celebrates, though Vanessa is heartbroken, and Sonny feels abandoned. When Daniela publicly gossips about Benny and Nina's night together, Sonny snaps, having had a crush on Nina himself, and goes into a rant about how once "they close the bodega, the neighborhood is gone". Usnavi comforts him, revealing that he and Claudia plan to split the money three ways- a third for Abuela, a third for Usnavi, and a third for Sonny. Quelling Sonny's fears of it being their last time all together, Usnavi manages to rally the block for a huge blowout ("Carnaval del Barrio"). Kevin makes a sudden announcement over the taxi radios: Abuela Claudia has died ("Atención"). The neighborhood holds a vigil for Claudia, while Usnavi, attributing her death to a "combination of the stress and the heat," makes an impromptu eulogy ("Alabanza"). Usnavi and Nina rummage through boxes of Claudia's keepsakes ("Everything I Know"). As Nina discovers photographs from her own high school graduation, she decides to accept her father's sacrifice and return to Stanford.

Across the street, as Daniela closes her salon, she reveals one last bit of juicy news: she will co-sign on Vanessa's dream apartment in the West Village[image: External link], thanks to a little convincing from Usnavi ("No Me Diga" – Reprise). Meanwhile, the Piragua Guy's rival, Mr. Softee, is unable to sell due to his truck being broken down, and Piragua Guy celebrates the flourishing of his business ("Piragua" – Reprise). Vanessa brings a bottle of champagne to thank Usnavi and, though she flirts with him, he is so flustered by Abuela's death and Vanessa being open with him that he is unable to appreciate Vanessa's attempts; Vanessa finally kisses him and leaves ("Champagne"). Meanwhile, Benny worries about his relationship with Nina, since her decision to go back west, and they stand together while the sun sets, uncertain of their future ("When the Sun Goes Down").

The next morning, Usnavi wakes up early to begin closing up shop. In just a few weeks, Usnavi imagines that the block will be completely changed. Sonny, however, has commissioned Graffiti Pete to paint a mural of Abuela Claudia on the bodega's grate. Pete now rolls down the bodega grate in front of Usnavi, revealing the memorial. Usnavi is stunned that they completed this all in one night; he tells Sonny and Pete to spread the news that he has changed his mind to stay, promises to pursue Vanessa, and realizes that "I've found my island, I've been on it this whole time- I'm home!" ("Finale").
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 Musical numbers







	

	Act I




	"In the Heights" — Usnavi and Company

	"Breathe" — Nina and Company

	"Benny's Dispatch" — Benny and Nina

	"It Won't Be Long Now" — Vanessa, Usnavi, and Sonny

	"Inútil" (Useless) — Kevin

	"No Me Diga" (Don't tease me)— Daniela, Carla, Vanessa, and Nina

	"96,000" — Usnavi, Benny, Sonny, Graffiti Pete, Vanessa, Daniela, Carla, and Company

	"Paciencia y Fe" (Patience and Faith) — Abuela Claudia and Company

	"When You're Home" — Nina, Benny, and Company

	" Piragua[image: External link]" — Piragua Guy

	"The Club" — Usnavi, Vanessa, Nina, Benny, and Company

	"Blackout" — Usnavi, Vanessa, Benny, Nina, Kevin, Sonny, Graffiti Pete, Abuela Claudia, Carla and Company




	

	Act II




	"Sunrise" — Nina, Benny, and Company

	"Hundreds of Stories" — Abuela Claudia and Usnavi

	"Enough" — Camila

	"Carnaval del Barrio" (Neighborhood Carnival) — Daniela, Carla, Vanessa, Usnavi, Sonny, Piragua Guy, and Company

	"Atención" (Attention)— Kevin

	"Alabanza" (Praise) — Usnavi, Nina, and Company

	"Everything I Know" — Nina

	"No Me Diga (Reprise)" — Carla, Nina, Vanessa, and Daniela †

	"Piragua ( Reprise[image: External link])" — Piragua Guy

	"Champagne" — Vanessa and Usnavi

	"When the Sun Goes Down" — Nina and Benny

	"Finale" — Usnavi and Company










† Designates number not included on original cast recording
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 Casts






	Character
	Opening Broadway Cast
	Closing Broadway Cast
	Notable Broadway

Cast replacement(s)
	Original Melbourne Cast
	Original West End Cast[42]
	Closing West End Cast[43]



	Usnavi
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Javier Muñoz[44]

Corbin Bleu[image: External link][45]
	Stephen Lopez / Antony Talia
	Sam Mackay



	Nina
	Mandy Gonzalez
	Arielle Jacobs[image: External link]
	Janet Dacal[image: External link]

Jordin Sparks[image: External link][46]
	Anna Francesca Armenia
	Lily Frazer
	Gabriela Garcia



	Abuela Claudia
	Olga Merediz[image: External link]
	N/A
	Francesca Arena
	Eve Polycarpou
	Norma Atallah



	Carla
	Janet Dacal[image: External link]
	Courtney Reed[image: External link]
	N/A
	Sarah Calsiña
	Sarah Naudi
	Stephanie Rojas



	Daniela
	Andréa Burns[image: External link]
	Justina Machado[image: External link]

Bianca Marroquin[image: External link]
	Laura Marcucci
	Victoria Hamilton-Barritt[image: External link]
	Aimie Atkinson[image: External link]



	Kevin
	Carlos Gomez[image: External link]
	Rick Négron
	Danny Bolero
	Clarence Marshall
	David Bedella[image: External link]



	Camila
	Priscilla Lopez[image: External link]
	N/A
	Bianca Bruce
	Josie Benson
	Juliet Gough



	Sonny
	Robin de Jesús[image: External link]
	Shaun Taylor-Corbett[image: External link]
	David Del Rio[image: External link]
	Andrew Doyle
	Cleve September
	Damian Buhagiar



	Benny
	Christopher Jackson
	Clifton Oliver
	James Elmer
	Joe Aaron Reid
	Arun Blair-Mangat



	Vanessa
	Karen Olivo
	Marcy Harriell[image: External link]
	N/A
	Bianca Baykara
	Jade Ewen
	Sarah Naudi



	Piragua Guy
	Eliseo Román
	Tony Chiroldes
	N/A
	Gareth Jacobs
	Vas Constanti



	Graffiti Pete
	Seth Stewart
	N/A
	Peter Sette
	Antoine Murray-Straughan
	Johnny Bishop
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 Awards and nominations





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Original Broadway production






	Year
	Award Ceremony
	Category
	Nominee
	Result



	2007
	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Musical
	Nominated



	Outstanding Ensemble Performance
	Won



	Outstanding Director of a Musical
	Thomas Kail
	Nominated



	Outstanding Choreography[image: External link]
	Andy Blankenbuehler
	Won



	Outstanding Music
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Nominated



	Outstanding Lyrics
	Nominated



	Outstanding Orchestrations
	Alex Lacamoire and Bill Sherman
	Nominated



	Outstanding Set Design
	Anna Louizos[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Outstanding Sound Design[image: External link]
	Acme Sound Partners
	Nominated



	2008
	Tony Award[image: External link]
	Best Musical
	Won



	Best Book of a Musical
	Quiara Alegría Hudes[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Original Score
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Won



	Best Performance by a Leading Actor in a Musical[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Performance by a Featured Actor in a Musical[image: External link]
	Robin de Jesús[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Musical[image: External link]
	Olga Merediz[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Direction of a Musical
	Thomas Kail
	Nominated



	Best Choreography
	Andy Blankenbuehler
	Won



	Best Orchestrations
	Alex Lacamoire and Bill Sherman
	Won



	Best Scenic Design[image: External link]
	Anna Louizos[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Paul Tazewell
	Nominated



	Best Lighting Design[image: External link]
	Howell Binkley
	Nominated



	Best Sound Design[image: External link]
	Acme Sound Partners
	Nominated



	Grammy Award[image: External link]
	Best Musical Show Album[image: External link]
	Won



	2009
	Pulitzer Prize
	Pulitzer Prize for Drama
	Nominated
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 Original West End production






	Year
	Award Ceremony
	Category
	Nominee
	Result



	2016
	Laurence Olivier Awards[image: External link]



	Best New Musical[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actor in a Supporting Role in a Musical[image: External link]
	David Bedella[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Theatre Choreographer[image: External link]
	Drew McOnie
	Won



	Outstanding Achievement in Music[image: External link]
	Lin-Manuel Miranda
	Won



	WhatsOnStage Awards[image: External link]
	Best New Musical
	Nominated



	Best Actor in a Musical
	Sam Mackay
	Nominated



	Best Actress in a Musical
	Lily Frazer
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor in a Musical
	David Bedella[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Supporting Actress in a Musical
	Victoria Hamilton-Barritt[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Director
	Luke Sheppard
	Nominated



	Best Choreography
	Drew McOnie
	Nominated



	Best Set Design
	Takis
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design
	Howard Hudson
	Nominated
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 Reception




The reviews for the show were positive to mixed (the median grade of 9 major reviews was "B+").[47] Charles Isherwood's review in The New York Times said that "when this musical erupts in one of its expressions of collective joy, the energy it gives off could light up the George Washington Bridge[image: External link] for a year or two."[48] Heather Bing of The Cleveland Plain Dealer[image: External link] wrote, "Although I was sometimes struggling to keep up with the hip-hop and Spanish-infused lyrics, the exciting set and choreography paired with excellent acting held my interest in the storyline."[49] David Rooney's Variety review said, "That depth of feeling, together with the wit of Miranda's lyrics, the playful dexterity of his rhymes, his dynamic score and a bunch of truly winning performances, make the show an uncalculated charmer."[50]

Hudes' book received mixed reviews. Charles McNulty's The Los Angeles Times[image: External link] review mentioned that "the downside to In the Heights is the book...which is overstuffed and oversimplified."[51] The New York Post's Clive Barnes also gave negative comments about the book, saying that "Hudes' work is droopily sentimental and untruthful."[52] Joe Dziemianowicz of the NY Daily News[image: External link] also disliked the book, but added that "what it lacks in story and believability it makes up for in a vibrant rap- and salsa-flavored score, spirited dances and great-looking design."[53]

After the release of Miranda's next Broadway musical Hamilton, which earned critical and commercial success, In the Heights gained a large resurgence in popularity and a cult following[ peacock term[image: External link]] mostly owed to the former show's success, and over the years has gained a much more positive reception than initial reviews from its first few moments on stage.
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 Critical reception




In The Heights has attracted much attention from critical thinkers due to its unprecedented success.[54] Just like the megamusical, it is mostly sung through, and became a high-cost production that has been performed all over the world, its impact reaching a wide range of audiences.[55] It's a powerful musical for many reasons, the most obvious being that it depicts underrepresented ethnic groups, verging away from usual white, heterosexual, middle class characters.[56] Emerging in third-wave feminism contexts, women's diverse characteristics are celebrated; Miranda paints the Hispanic girls as having agency, something that women often lack in musicals.[57] Its power therefore lies in demonstrating potential for change in the musical industry. 
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 Film adaptation




On November 2008, Universal Studios[image: External link] announced that they planned to adapt the musical as a feature film for release in 2011.[58][59] Kenny Ortega[image: External link] was set to direct it.[60][61] However, Universal opted not to produce the film, and the project was canceled.[62] In January 2012, Lin-Manuel Miranda said the adaptation was back under discussion.[63]

In May 2016, it was announced that The Weinstein Company[image: External link] would produce the film.[64] The following month, it was reported that Jon M. Chu[image: External link] was in talks to direct.[65] In September 2016, Chu was confirmed to direct, with production potentially beginning in spring 2017. Lin-Manuel Miranda will not return as Usnavi, the role he originated, but may return in another role.[66] Businessman and rapper Jay Z[image: External link] will produce the film.[67][68]
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 Television




On May 27, 2009, PBS' Great Performances aired an episode entitled In the Heights: Chasing Broadway Dreams. It documents the journey taken by the cast and crew to bring the show to Broadway and to later win the Tony Award for Best Musical.[69] Producer Andrew Fried[image: External link] and director Paul Bozymowski captured footage of the cast and creative team for over two years, from the Off-Broadway production to their Tony Award wins. The special previewed at the Paley Center for Media[image: External link] in New York on May 4, 2009.[70]
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Biography






For other uses, see Biography (disambiguation)[image: External link].

For the Wikipedia policy on biographies of living persons, see Wikipedia:Biographies of living persons[image: External link].

A biography, or simply bio, is a detailed description of a person's life. It involves more than just the basic facts like education, work, relationships, and death; it portrays a person's experience of these life events. Unlike a profile or curriculum vitae[image: External link] ( résumé[image: External link]), a biography presents a subject's life story, highlighting various aspects of his or her life, including intimate details of experience, and may include an analysis of the subject's personality.

Biographical works are usually non-fiction[image: External link], but fiction can also be used to portray a person's life. One in-depth form of biographical coverage is called legacy writing. Works in diverse media, from literature to film, form the genre[image: External link] known as biography.

An authorized biography is written with the permission, cooperation, and at times, participation of a subject or a subject's heirs. An autobiography[image: External link] is written by the person himself or herself, sometimes with the assistance of a collaborator or ghostwriter[image: External link].



TOP
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 History




At first, biographical writings were regarded merely as a subsection of history with a focus on a particular individual of historical importance. The independent genre of biography as distinct from general history writing, began to emerge in the 18th century and reached its contemporary form at the turn of the 20th century.[1]
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 Historical biography




One of the earliest biographers was Cornelius Nepos[image: External link], who published his work Excellentium Imperatorum Vitae ("Lives of outstanding generals") in 44 BC. Longer and more extensive biographies were written in Greek by Plutarch[image: External link], in his Parallel Lives[image: External link], published about 80 A.D. In this work famous Greeks are paired with famous Romans, for example the orators Demosthenes[image: External link] and Cicero[image: External link], or the generals Alexander the Great[image: External link] and Julius Caesar[image: External link]; some fifty biographies from the work survive. Another well-known collection of ancient biographies is De vita Caesarum[image: External link] ("On the Lives of the Caesars") by Suetonius[image: External link], written about AD 121 in the time of the emperor Hadrian[image: External link].

In the early Middle Ages[image: External link] (AD 400 to 1450), there was a decline in awareness of the classical[image: External link] culture in Europe. During this time, the only repositories of knowledge and records of the early history in Europe were those of the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link]. Hermits[image: External link], monks[image: External link], and priests[image: External link] used this historic period to write biographies. Their subjects were usually restricted to the church fathers[image: External link], martyrs[image: External link], popes[image: External link], and saints[image: External link]. Their works were meant to be inspirational to the people and vehicles for conversion[image: External link] to Christianity[image: External link] (see Hagiography[image: External link]). One significant secular example of a biography from this period is the life of Charlemagne[image: External link] by his courtier Einhard[image: External link].

In Medieval Islamic Civilization[image: External link] (c. AD 750 to 1258), similar traditional Muslim biographies of Muhammad[image: External link] and other important figures in the early history of Islam[image: External link] began to be written, beginning the Prophetic biography[image: External link] tradition. Early biographical dictionaries[image: External link] were published as compendia of famous Islamic personalities from the 9th century onwards. They contained more social data for a large segment of the population than other works of that period. The earliest biographical dictionaries initially focused on the lives of the prophets of Islam[image: External link] and their companions[image: External link], with one of these early examples being The Book of The Major Classes[image: External link] by Ibn Sa'd al-Baghdadi[image: External link]. And then began the documentation of the lives of many other historical figures (from rulers to scholars) who lived in the medieval Islamic world.[2]

By the late Middle Ages, biographies became less church-oriented in Europe as biographies of kings[image: External link], knights[image: External link], and tyrants[image: External link] began to appear. The most famous of such biographies was Le Morte d'Arthur[image: External link] by Sir Thomas Malory[image: External link]. The book was an account of the life of the fabled King Arthur[image: External link] and his Knights of the Round Table[image: External link]. Following Malory, the new emphasis on humanism[image: External link] during the Renaissance[image: External link] promoted a focus on secular subjects, such as artists and poets, and encouraged writing in the vernacular.

Giorgio Vasari[image: External link]'s Lives of the Artists[image: External link] (1550) was the landmark biography focusing on secular lives. Vasari made celebrities of his subjects, as the Lives became an early "bestseller". Two other developments are noteworthy: the development of the printing press[image: External link] in the 15th century and the gradual increase in literacy[image: External link].

Biographies in the English language began appearing during the reign of Henry VIII[image: External link]. John Foxe[image: External link]'s Actes and Monuments[image: External link] (1563), better known as Foxe's Book of Martyrs, was essentially the first dictionary of the biography in Europe, followed by Thomas Fuller[image: External link]'s The History of the Worthies of England (1662), with a distinct focus on public life.

Influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates, A General History of the Pyrates[image: External link] (1724), by Charles Johnson, is the prime source for the biographies of many well-known pirates.[3]

The American biography followed the English model, incorporating Thomas Carlyle[image: External link]'s view that biography was a part of history. Carlyle asserted that the lives of great human beings were essential to understanding society and its institutions. While the historical impulse would remain a strong element in early American biography, American writers carved out a distinct approach. What emerged was a rather didactic form of biography, which sought to shape the individual character of a reader in the process of defining national character.[4][5]
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 Emergence of the genre




The first modern biography, and a work which exerted considerable influence on the evolution of the genre, was James Boswell[image: External link]'s The Life of Samuel Johnson[image: External link], a biography of lexicographer and man-of-letters Samuel Johnson[image: External link] published in 1791.[6] While Boswell's personal acquaintance with his subject only began in 1763, when Johnson was 54 years old, Boswell covered the entirety of Johnson's life by means of additional research. Itself an important stage in the development of the modern genre[image: External link] of biography, it has been claimed to be the greatest biography written in the English language[image: External link]. Boswell's work was unique in its level of research, which involved archival study, eye-witness accounts and interviews, its robust and attractive narrative, and its honest depiction of all aspects of Johnson's life and character - a formula which serves as the basis of biographical literature to this day.[7]

Biographical writing generally stagnated during the 19th century - in many cases there was a reversal to the more familiar hagiographical[image: External link] method of eulogizing the dead, similar to the biographies of saints[image: External link] produced in Medieval[image: External link] times. A distinction between mass biography and literary biography[image: External link] began to form by the middle of the century, reflecting a breach between high culture and middle-class[image: External link] culture. However, the number of biographies in print experienced a rapid growth, thanks to an expanding reading public. This revolution in publishing made books available to a larger audience of readers. In addition, affordable paperback[image: External link] editions of popular biographies were published for the first time. Periodicals[image: External link] began publishing a sequence of biographical sketches.[4]

Autobiographies[image: External link] became more popular, as with the rise of education and cheap printing, modern concepts of fame and celebrity began to develop. Autobiographies were written by authors, such as Charles Dickens[image: External link] (who incorporated autobiographical elements in his novels) and Anthony Trollope[image: External link], (his Autobiography appeared posthumously, quickly becoming a bestseller in London[image: External link][8]), philosophers, such as John Stuart Mill[image: External link], churchmen – John Henry Newman[image: External link] – and entertainers – P. T. Barnum[image: External link].
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 Modern biography




The sciences of psychology[image: External link] and sociology[image: External link] were ascendant at the turn of the 20th century and would heavily influence the new century’s biographies.[5] The demise of the "great man"[image: External link] theory of history was indicative of the emerging mindset. Human behavior would be explained through Darwinian[image: External link] theories. "Sociological" biographies conceived of their subjects' actions as the result of the environment, and tended to downplay individuality. The development of psychoanalysis[image: External link] led to a more penetrating and comprehensive understanding of the biographical subject, and induced biographers to give more emphasis to childhood[image: External link] and adolescence[image: External link]. Clearly these psychological ideas were changing the way biographies were written, as a culture of autobiography developed, in which the telling of one's own story became a form of therapy.[4] The conventional concept of heroes and narratives of success disappeared in the obsession with psychological explorations of personality.

British critic Lytton Strachey[image: External link] revolutionized the art of biographical writing with his 1918 work Eminent Victorians[image: External link], consisting of biographies of four leading figures from the Victorian era[image: External link]: Cardinal Manning[image: External link], Florence Nightingale[image: External link], Thomas Arnold[image: External link], and General Gordon[image: External link].[9] Strachey set out to breathe life into the Victorian era[image: External link] for future generations to read. Up until this point, as Strachey remarked in the preface, Victorian biographies had been "as familiar as the cortège of the undertaker", and wore the same air of "slow, funereal barbarism." Strachey defied the tradition of "two fat volumes....of undigested masses of material" and took aim at the four iconic figures. His narrative demolished the myths that had built up around these cherished national heroes, whom he regarded as no better than a "set of mouth bungled hypocrites". The book achieved worldwide fame due to its irreverent and witty style, its concise and factually accurate nature, and its artistic prose.[10]

In the 1920s and '30s, biographical writers sought to capitalize on Strachey's popularity by imitating his style. This new school featured iconoclasts, scientific analysts, and fictional biographers and included Gamaliel Bradford[image: External link], André Maurois[image: External link], and Emil Ludwig[image: External link], among others. Robert Graves[image: External link] (I, Claudius, 1934) stood out among those following Strachey's model of "debunking biographies." The trend in literary biography was accompanied in popular biography by a sort of "celebrity voyeurism", in the early decades of the century. This latter form's appeal to readers was based on curiosity more than morality or patriotism. By World War I[image: External link], cheap hard-cover reprints had become popular. The decades of the 1920s witnessed a biographical "boom."

The feminist scholar Carolyn Heilbrun[image: External link] observed that women's biographies and autobiographies began to change character during the second wave of feminist[image: External link] activism. She cited Nancy Milford's[image: External link] 1970 biography Zelda, as the "beginning of a new period of women's biography, because "[only] in 1970 were we ready to read not that Zelda[image: External link] had destroyed Fitzgerald[image: External link], but Fitzgerald her: he had usurped her narrative." Heilbrun named 1973 as the turning point in women's autobiography, with the publication of May Sarton's[image: External link] Journal of a Solitude, for that was the first instance where a woman told her life story, not as finding "beauty even in pain" and transforming "rage into spiritual acceptance," but acknowledging what had previously been forbidden to women: their pain, their rage, and their "open admission of the desire for power and control over one's life."[11]
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 Recent years




In recent years, multimedia[image: External link] biography has become more popular than traditional literary forms. Along with documentary biographical films[image: External link], Hollywood[image: External link] produced numerous commercial films based on the lives of famous people. The popularity of these forms of biography have led to the proliferation of TV channels dedicated to biography, including A&E[image: External link], The Biography Channel[image: External link], and The History Channel[image: External link].

CD-ROM and online biographies have also appeared. Unlike books and films, they often do not tell a chronological narrative: instead they are archives of many discrete media elements related to an individual person, including video clips, photographs, and text articles. Biography-Portraits were created in 2001, by the German artist Ralph Ueltzhoeffer[image: External link]. Media scholar Lev Manovich[image: External link] says that such archives exemplify the database form, allowing users to navigate the materials in many ways.[12] General "life writing" techniques are a subject of scholarly study.[13]

In recent years, debates have arisen as to whether all biographies are fiction, especially when authors are writing about figures from the past. President of Wolfson College at Oxford University, Hermione Lee[image: External link] argues that all history is seen through a perspective that is the product of our contemporary society and as a result biographical truths are constantly shifting. So the history biographers write about will not be the way that it happened; it will be the way they remembered it.[14] Debates have also arisen concerning the importance of space in life-writing.[15]
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 Biographical research




Biographical research is defined by Miller as a research method that collects and analyses a person's whole life, or portion of a life, through the in-depth and unstructured interview, or sometimes reinforced by semi-structured interview or personal documents.[16] It is a way of viewing social life in procedural terms, rather than static terms. The information can come from "oral history, personal narrative, biography and autobiography” or "diaries, letters, memoranda and other materials".[17] The central aim of biographical research is producing rich descriptions of persons or "conceptualise structural types of actions" which means to "understand the action logics or how persons and structures are interlinked".[18] And this method can be used to understand an individual’s life within its social context or understand the cultural phenomena.
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 Book awards




Several countries offer an annual prize for writing a biography such as the:


	
Drainie-Taylor Biography Prize[image: External link] – Canada

	
National Biography Award[image: External link] – Australia

	
Pulitzer Prize for Biography or Autobiography[image: External link] – United States

	
Whitbread Prize for Best Biography[image: External link] – United Kingdom

	
J. R. Ackerley Prize for Autobiography[image: External link] – United Kingdom

	
Prix Goncourt de la Biographie[image: External link] – France.
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	Legal biography[image: External link]

	Psychobiography[image: External link]
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Hamilton (play)





This article is about the 1917 play written by Mary Hamlin. For the 2016 musical written by Lin-Manuel Miranda, see Hamilton (musical).

Hamilton is a 1917 Broadway play[image: External link] about Alexander Hamilton, written by Mary P. Hamlin and George Arliss. It was directed by Dudley Digges[image: External link] and stars Arliss in the title role.[1] It follows the attempts of Hamilton to establish a new financial structure for the United States following the Critical Period[image: External link] and the establishment of a new Constitution in 1787[image: External link].

Mary Hamlin, then a 46-year-old high society woman and mother of four, claimed that playwriting was her "secret desire."[2]

In 1931, the film Alexander Hamilton was released. It was based on Hamlin's play and Arliss reprised the title role.[2]
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 Cast





	
George Arliss as Alexander Hamilton


	Carl Anthony as Thomas Jefferson


	
Hardee Kirkland[image: External link] as James Monroe


	John D. Ravold as William B. Giles[image: External link]


	George Woodward as General[image: External link] Philip Schuyler


	Guy Favieres as Count Talleyrand[image: External link]


	Pell Trenton as James Reynolds


	James O. Barrow as Zekial

	Wilson Day as Chief Justice John Jay


	Harry Maitland as Colonel[image: External link] Lear[image: External link]


	C.M. Van Clief as Citizen

	
Florence Arliss[image: External link] as Mrs. Betsy Hamilton


	Marion Barney as Angelica Church


	
Jeanne Eagels[image: External link] as Mrs. Maria Reynolds


	Gillian Scaife as Mrs. Zachery Whalen
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 Reception




Hamilton opened to positive reviews on Broadway. A review in the New York Post read, "Congratulations are due to Mary Hamlin and George Arliss upon the cordial public reception accorded to their play 'Hamilton,' upon the occasion of its first production in this city ... The piece is a welcome and, in some respects, notable addition to the small body of genuine American drama. ... it is a real play with real men and women in it, containing an appeal not only to popular taste, but to the attention of the intelligent theatergoer."[2]
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George Arliss








	This article includes a list of references[image: External link], but its sources remain unclear because it has insufficient inline citations[image: External link]. Please help to improve[image: External link] this article by introducing[image: External link] more precise citations. (August 2014) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




George Arliss (10 April 1868 – 5 February 1946) was an English actor, author, playwright and filmmaker who found success in the United States. He was the first British actor to win an Academy Award[image: External link], as well as being the earliest-born actor to win one.
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 Life and career




Born in London and baptised as Augustus George Andrews but commonly listed as George Augustus Andrews, his relatives referred to him as Uncle Gus. Arliss was educated at Harrow[image: External link]. He started work in the publishing office of his father (William Joseph Arliss Andrews) but left at age eighteen to go on the stage. He began his acting career on the stage in the British provinces in 1887. By 1900, he was playing London's West End in supporting roles. He embarked for a tour of America in 1901 in Mrs Patrick Campbell[image: External link]'s troupe. Intending to remain in the US only for the length of the tour, Arliss stayed for twenty years, eventually becoming a star in 1908 in The Devil. Producer George Tyler commissioned Louis Napoleon Parker in 1911 to write a play specifically tailored for Arliss, and the actor toured in Disraeli[image: External link] for five years, eventually becoming closely identified with the 19th century British prime minister[image: External link].

He began his film career with The Devil[image: External link] (1921), followed by Disraeli[image: External link] and four other silent films. Today, only The Devil, $20 a Week, and The Green Goddess[image: External link] (1923), based on the hit stage play[image: External link] in which he had starred, are known to have survived. He remade Disraeli[image: External link] (1929) in sound (and won the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]), converting successfully at the age of 61 from a star of the legitimate theatre, and then silent films[image: External link], to the talkies.

Arliss made ten sound films exclusively for Warner Bros.[image: External link] under a contract that gave the star an unusual amount of creative control over his films. Curiously, his casting of actors and rewriting of scripts were privileges granted him by the studio that are not even mentioned in his contract. One of these films, The Man Who Played God[image: External link] (1932), was Bette Davis[image: External link]'s first leading role. Until the end of Davis's life, she would credit Arliss for personally insisting upon her as his leading lady and giving her a chance to show her mettle. The two also co-starred in The Working Man[image: External link] in 1933.

Arliss built a production unit at Warners' both in front of and behind the cameras. His stage manager, Maude Howell, became an assistant producer and was one of the few female film executives in Hollywood at that time. After his first three films, Arliss approved an undistinguished director, John Adolfi[image: External link], to direct each of his films from that point on. Adolfi soon found himself regarded as a successful director of the critically and financially acclaimed Arliss films. Arliss preferred to use the same reliable actors, such as Ivan Simpson (who was also a sculptor) and Charles Evans, from film to film. Yet Arliss had an eye for discovering unknown newcomers, such as James Cagney[image: External link], Randolph Scott[image: External link] and Dick Powell[image: External link], among others. Despite his extensive involvement in the planning and production of his films, Arliss claimed credit only for acting.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Working closely with Warners' production chief, Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link], Arliss left the studio when Zanuck resigned in April 1933. Zanuck quickly signed Arliss to make new films at Zanuck's fledgling studio, 20th Century Pictures, prompting Warners' to bitterly complain to the Motion Picture Academy of Arts and Sciences[image: External link] that Zanuck had "stolen" their star. Arliss is remembered primarily for his witty series of historical biographies such as Alexander Hamilton, Voltaire, The House of Rothschild[image: External link], The Iron Duke, and Cardinal Richelieu.

However, he had a second string to his bow, a series of domestic comedies such as The Millionaire[image: External link], A Successful Calamity[image: External link], The Working Man, and The Last Gentleman, among others.[citation needed[image: External link]]

He often appeared with his wife, Florence Arliss (née Florence Kate Montgomery Smith) (1871–1950), to whom he was married from 16 September 1899 until his death. They had no children, although Leslie Arliss[image: External link], who became a prolific producer-director for Gainsborough Pictures[image: External link], is erroneously referred to as their son in some reference works. Florence (or "Flo", as George called her) starred both on stage and in films (both silent and sound) with her husband and almost always played his character's spouse. However, that did not prevent Arliss from using another actress when Flo was not right for a role. Also, Flo turned down roles that George wanted her to play in some films.

In 1934 British filmgoers named Arliss their favourite male star.[1]

Arliss was approaching 70 when he completed the British-made Doctor Syn[image: External link] in 1937. He and Flo returned to America later that year to visit old friends, including famed astronomer Edwin Hubble[image: External link] in California. Producer-director Cecil B. DeMille[image: External link] arranged for the Arlisses to re-enact their roles in Disraeli on DeMille's popular radio show, Lux Radio Theatre[image: External link], in January 1938. The occasion was heralded as "a new page in radio history". George and Flo subsequently appeared on Lux in radio adaptations of The Man Who Played God in March 1938, and in Cardinal Richelieu in January 1939, which was apparently their final dramatic appearance anywhere. Returning to their home in London in April 1939, the onset of the Second World War[image: External link] prevented their return to America during Arliss's remaining years. The only taint of scandal involved charges by the British Government in September 1941 that Arliss had not complied with a recent requirement to report bank accounts he maintained in the US and Canada. (Similar charges were also brought against actor-playwright Noël Coward[image: External link] a few weeks later.) Both men claimed ignorance of the new law, but were fined and publicly humiliated by the experience.
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 Last years and death




Arliss settled at Pangbourne[image: External link] in Berkshire[image: External link]. Film producer Darryl F. Zanuck tried to interest Arliss in returning to Hollywood to star in The Pied Piper[image: External link] in 1942. Braving the Luftwaffe[image: External link]'s Blitz on London[image: External link] throughout the war, Arliss remained in his native city. He died in Maida Hill[image: External link], London, of a bronchial ailment on 5 February 1946, aged 77.[2] His gravestone does not refer to his success in the performing arts, but recites the one achievement of which he was apparently most proud: an honorary Master of Arts[image: External link] degree he received from Columbia University[image: External link] in 1919.
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 Other




Arliss was a prominent anti-vivisectionist who founded the National Anti-Vivisection Society of Chicago. He was president of the Episcopal Actors' Guild of America from 1921 to 1938.

Arliss has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link] at 6648 Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link]. He is also a member of the American Theater Hall of Fame[image: External link].[3] His grave is located in London's All Saints' Churchyard, Harrow Weald[image: External link].
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1921
	Disraeli[image: External link]
	Benjamin Disraeli[image: External link]
	



	1921
	The Devil
	Dr. Muller
	



	1922
	Man Who Played God, TheThe Man Who Played God[image: External link]
	Montgomery Royle
	



	1922
	Ruling Passion, TheThe Ruling Passion
	James Alden
	



	1922
	Starland Review, TheThe Starland Review
	Himself
	archive



	1923
	Green Goddess, TheThe Green Goddess[image: External link]
	Rajah of Rukh
	



	1924
	Twenty Dollars a Week[image: External link]
	John Reeves
	



	1929
	Disraeli[image: External link]
	Benjamin Disraeli[image: External link]
	Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]



	1930
	Green Goddess, TheThe Green Goddess[image: External link]
	Raja of Rukh
	Nominated — Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]



	1930
	Old English[image: External link]
	Sylvanus Heythorp
	



	1931
	Alexander Hamilton
	Alexander Hamilton
	



	1931
	Millionaire, TheThe Millionaire[image: External link]
	James Alden
	



	1932
	Successful Calamity, AA Successful Calamity[image: External link]
	Henry Wilton
	



	1932
	Man Who Played God, TheThe Man Who Played God[image: External link]
	Montgomery Royle
	Released as The Silent Voice in the United Kingdom



	1933
	Voltaire[image: External link]
	Voltaire[image: External link]
	



	1933
	Working Man, TheThe Working Man[image: External link]
	John Reeves
	



	1933
	King's Vacation, TheThe King's Vacation[image: External link]
	Phillip, the King
	



	1934
	Iron Duke, TheThe Iron Duke[image: External link]
	Duke of Wellington[image: External link]
	



	1934
	Last Gentleman, TheThe Last Gentleman[image: External link]
	Cabot Barr
	



	1934
	House of Rothschild, TheThe House of Rothschild[image: External link]
	Mayer Rothschild[image: External link] / Nathan Rothschild[image: External link]
	



	1935
	Tunnel, TheThe Tunnel[image: External link]
	Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
	Released as Transatlantic Tunnel in the United States



	1935
	Cardinal Richelieu[image: External link]
	Cardinal Richelieu[image: External link]
	



	1935
	Guv'nor, TheThe Guv'nor[image: External link]
	Guv'nor, TheThe Guv'nor
	Released as Mister Hobo in the United States



	1936
	His Lordship[image: External link]
	Richard Fraser/Lorimer, Lord Duncaster
	Release as Man of Affairs in the United States



	1936
	East Meets West[image: External link]
	Sultan of Rungay
	



	1936
	Doctor Syn[image: External link]
	Dr. Syn
	



	1939
	Land of Liberty
	
	archive footage



	1943
	Voice That Thrilled the World, TheThe Voice That Thrilled the World
	Himself
	segment Disraeli – archive footage, uncredited
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	List of oldest and youngest Academy Award winners and nominees[image: External link]

	List of actors with Academy Award nominations[image: External link]

	List of actors with Hollywood Walk of Fame motion picture stars[image: External link]
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	Notes




	
^ "FILM WORLD."[image: External link]. The West Australian[image: External link]. Perth: National Library of Australia. 1 February 1935. p. 2. Retrieved 4 March 2013.


	
^ "Mr. George Arliss". The Times. Longon, England. 6 February 1946. p. 7.


	
^ "Theater Hall of Fame members"[image: External link].
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White House






For other uses, see White House (disambiguation)[image: External link] and 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue (disambiguation)[image: External link].

See also: Executive Office of the President of the United States[image: External link], White House Office[image: External link], and List of residences of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]


The White House is the official residence[image: External link] and workplace of the President of the United States, located at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue[image: External link] NW[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. It has been the residence of every U.S. president since John Adams in 1800. The term White House is often used to refer to actions of the president and his advisers[image: External link], as in "The White House announced that...".

The residence was designed by Irish-born architect James Hoban[image: External link][2] in the Neoclassical style[image: External link]. Construction took place between 1792 and 1800 using Aquia Creek sandstone[image: External link] painted white. When Thomas Jefferson moved into the house in 1801, he (with architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link]) added low colonnades[image: External link] on each wing that concealed stables and storage.[3] In 1814, during the War of 1812, the mansion was set ablaze by the British Army[image: External link] in the Burning of Washington, destroying the interior and charring much of the exterior. Reconstruction began almost immediately, and President James Monroe moved into the partially reconstructed Executive Residence[image: External link] in October 1817. Exterior construction continued with the addition of the semi-circular South portico in 1824 and the North portico in 1829.

Because of crowding within the executive mansion itself, President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] had all work offices relocated to the newly constructed West Wing[image: External link] in 1901. Eight years later in 1909, President William Howard Taft[image: External link] expanded the West Wing and created the first Oval Office[image: External link], which was eventually moved as the section was expanded. In the main mansion, the third-floor attic[image: External link] was converted to living quarters in 1927 by augmenting the existing hip roof[image: External link] with long shed dormers. A newly constructed East Wing[image: External link] was used as a reception area for social events; Jefferson's colonnades connected the new wings. East Wing alterations were completed in 1946, creating additional office space. By 1948, the house's load-bearing exterior walls and internal wood beams were found to be close to failure. Under Harry S. Truman[image: External link], the interior rooms were completely dismantled and a new internal load-bearing steel frame[image: External link] constructed inside the walls. Once this work was completed, the interior rooms were rebuilt.

The modern-day White House complex includes the Executive Residence, West Wing, East Wing, the Eisenhower Executive Office Building[image: External link]—the former State Department, which now houses offices for the President's staff and the Vice President—and Blair House[image: External link], a guest residence. The Executive Residence is made up of six stories—the Ground Floor, State Floor, Second Floor, and Third Floor, as well as a two-story basement[image: External link]. The property is a National Heritage Site[image: External link] owned by the National Park Service[image: External link] and is part of the President's Park[image: External link]. In 2007, it was ranked second[4] on the American Institute of Architects[image: External link] list of "America's Favorite Architecture[image: External link]".
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 1789–1800




Following his April 1789 inauguration, President George Washington[image: External link] occupied two executive mansions in New York City: the Samuel Osgood House[image: External link] at 3 Cherry Street (April 1789 – February 1790), and the Alexander Macomb House[image: External link] at 39–41 Broadway (February–August 1790). In May 1790, New York began construction of Government House[image: External link] for his official residence, but he never occupied it. The national capital moved to Philadelphia in December 1790.

The July 1790 Residence Act named Philadelphia[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link] the temporary national capital for a 10-year period while the Federal City was under construction. The City of Philadelphia rented Robert Morris[image: External link]'s city house[image: External link] at 190 High Street (now 524–30 Market Street) for Washington's presidential residence. The first president occupied the Market Street mansion from November 1790 to March 1797, and altered it in ways that may have influenced the design of the White House. As part of a futile effort to have Philadelphia named the permanent national capital, Pennsylvania built a much grander presidential mansion several blocks away, but Washington declined to occupy it.

President John Adams also occupied the Market Street mansion from March 1797 to May 1800. On Saturday,[5] November 1, 1800,[6] he became the first president to occupy the White House. The President's House in Philadelphia[image: External link] became a hotel and was demolished in 1832, while the unused presidential mansion became home to the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link].
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 Architectural competition




The President's House was a major feature of Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Enfant's[image: External link]' plan for the newly established federal city, Washington, D.C. (see: L'Enfant Plan[image: External link]).[7][8] The architect of the White House was chosen in a design competition[image: External link] which received nine proposals, including one submitted anonymously by Thomas Jefferson.[9]

President Washington visited Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link] in May 1791 on his "Southern Tour", and saw the under-construction Charleston County Courthouse[image: External link] designed by Irish architect James Hoban[image: External link]. He is reputed to have met with Hoban then. The following year, he summoned the architect to Philadelphia and met with him in June 1792.[10]

On July 16, 1792, the President met with the commissioners of the federal city to make his judgment in the architectural competition. His review is recorded as being brief, and he quickly selected Hoban's submission.[11]

Washington was not entirely pleased with the original submission, however; he found it too small, lacking ornament, and not monumental enough to house the nation's president. On his recommendation, the house was changed from three stories to two, and was widened from a nine-bay facade to an 11-bay facade. Hoban's competition drawings do not survive.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Design influences




The building has classical inspiration sources, that could be found directly or indirectly in the Roman architect Vitruvius[image: External link] or in Andrea Palladio[image: External link] styles; Palladio being an Italian architect of the Renaissance[image: External link] which had a considerable influence on the Western architecture (Palladian architecture[image: External link]). The building Hoban designed is verifiably influenced by the upper floors of Leinster House[image: External link], in Dublin[image: External link], which later became the seat of the Oireachtas[image: External link] (the Irish parliament).[12] Several other Georgian-era Irish country houses have been suggested as sources of inspiration for the overall floor plan, details like the bow-fronted south front, and interior details like the former niches in the present Blue Room[image: External link]. These influences, though undocumented, are cited in the official White House guide, and in White House Historical Association[image: External link] publications. The first official White House guide, published in 1962, suggested a link between Hoban's design for the South Portico and Château de Rastignac[image: External link], a neoclassical country house located in La Bachellerie[image: External link] in the Dordogne[image: External link] region of France and designed by Mathurin Salat. Construction on the French house was initially started before 1789, interrupted by the French Revolution[image: External link] for twenty years and then finally built 1812–1817 (based on Salat's pre-1789 design).[13] The theoretical link between the two houses has been criticized because Hoban did not visit France. Supporters of a connection posit that Thomas Jefferson, during his tour of Bordeaux[image: External link] in 1789, viewed Salat's architectural drawings (which were on-file at the College) at the École Spéciale d'Architecture[image: External link] (Bordeaux Architectural College).[14] On his return to the U.S. he then shared the influence with Washington, Hoban, Monroe, and Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link].[13]
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 Construction




Construction of the White House began with the laying of the cornerstone on October 13, 1792, although there was no formal ceremony.[15] The main residence, as well as foundations of the house, were built largely by enslaved[image: External link] and free African-American[image: External link] laborers, as well as employed Europeans.[16] Much of the other work on the house was performed by immigrants, many not yet with citizenship. The sandstone walls were erected by Scottish[image: External link] immigrants, employed by Hoban,[17] as were the high-relief rose and garland decorations above the north entrance and the "fish scale" pattern beneath the pediments of the window hoods. The initial construction took place over a period of eight years, at a reported cost of $232,371.83 (equal to $3,279,177 today). Although not yet completed, the White House was ready for occupancy circa November 1, 1800.[18]

Shortages, including material and labor, forced alterations to the earlier plan developed by French engineer Pierre Charles L'Enfant[image: External link] for a "palace" that was five times larger than the house that was eventually built.[17] The finished structure contained only two main floors instead of the planned three, and a less costly brick served as a lining for the stone façades. When construction was finished, the porous sandstone walls were whitewashed[image: External link] with a mixture of lime, rice glue, casein, and lead, giving the house its familiar color and name.[17]

As it is a famed structure in America, several replicas of the White House[image: External link] have been constructed.
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 Architectural description




The north front is the principal façade of the White House and consists of three floors and eleven bays. The ground floor is hidden by a raised carriage ramp and parapet[image: External link], thus the façade appears to be of two floors. The central three bays are behind a prostyle portico[image: External link] (this was a later addition to the house, built circa 1830) serving, thanks to the carriage ramp, as a porte cochere[image: External link]. The windows of the four bays flanking the portico, at first-floor level, have alternating pointed and segmented pediments[image: External link], while at second-floor level the pediments are flat. The principal entrance at the center of the portico is surmounted by a lunette[image: External link] fanlight[image: External link]. Above the entrance is a sculpted floral festoon[image: External link]. The roofline is hidden by a balustraded parapet[image: External link].

The mansion's southern façade is a combination of the Palladian[image: External link] and neoclassical styles of architecture. It is of three floors, all visible. The ground floor is rusticated[image: External link] in the Palladian fashion. At the center of the façade is a neoclassical projecting bow of three bays. The bow is flanked by five bays, the windows of which, as on the north façade, have alternating segmented and pointed pediments at first-floor level. The bow has a ground floor double staircase[image: External link] leading to an Ionic[image: External link] colonnaded[image: External link] loggia[image: External link] (with the Truman Balcony[image: External link] at second-floor level), known as the south portico. The more modern third floor is hidden by a balustraded parapet and plays no part in the composition of the façade.
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 Naming conventions




The building was originally variously referred to as the "President's Palace", "Presidential Mansion", or "President's House".[19] The earliest evidence of the public calling it the "White House" was recorded in 1811.[20] A myth emerged that during the rebuilding of the structure after the Burning of Washington, white paint was applied to mask the burn damage it had suffered,[21] giving the building its namesake hue.[22] The name "Executive Mansion" was used in official contexts until President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] established the formal name by having "White House–Washington" engraved on the stationery in 1901.[23][24] The current letterhead wording and arrangement "The White House" with the word "Washington" centered beneath goes back to the administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link].[24]

Although the structure was not completed until some years after the presidency of George Washington, there is speculation that the name of the traditional residence of the President of the United States may have derived from Martha Washington[image: External link]'s home, White House Plantation[image: External link] in Virginia, where the nation's first President had courted the First Lady in the mid-18th century.[25]
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 Evolution of the White House
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 Early use, the 1814 fire, and rebuilding




On Saturday, November 1, 1800, John Adams became the first president to take residence in the building.[17] During Adams' second day in the house, he wrote a letter to his wife Abigail, containing a prayer for the house. Adams wrote:


I pray Heaven to bestow the best of blessings on this House, and all that shall hereafter inhabit it. May none but honest and wise men ever rule under this roof.[26]



Franklin D. Roosevelt had Adams's blessing carved into the mantel in the State Dining Room.[26]

Adams lived in the house only briefly before Thomas Jefferson moved into the "pleasant country residence"[27] in 1801. Despite his complaints that the house was too big ("big enough for two emperors, one pope, and the grand lama in the bargain"[28]), Jefferson considered how the White House might be added to. With Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link], he helped lay out the design for the East and West Colonnades, small wings that help conceal the domestic operations of laundry, a stable and storage.[17] Today, Jefferson's colonnades link the residence with the East and West Wings.[17]

In 1814, during the War of 1812, the White House was set ablaze by British troops[29] during the Burning of Washington, in retaliation for burning Upper Canada[image: External link]'s Parliament Buildings[image: External link] in the Battle of York[image: External link]; much of Washington was affected by these fires as well. Only the exterior walls remained, and they had to be torn down and mostly reconstructed because of weakening from the fire and subsequent exposure to the elements, except for portions of the south wall. Of the numerous objects taken from the White House when it was ransacked by British troops, only two have been recovered. Employees and slaves rescued a painting of George Washington,[29] and in 1939, a Canadian man returned a jewelry box to President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], claiming that his grandfather had taken it from Washington. Some observers allege that most of these spoils were lost when a convoy of British ships led by HMS Fantome[image: External link] sank en route to Halifax[image: External link] off Prospect[image: External link] during a storm on the night of November 24, 1814,[30][31] even though Fantome had no involvement in that action.[32]

After the fire, President James Madison resided in The Octagon House[image: External link] from 1814 to 1815, and then the Seven Buildings from 1815 to the end of his term.[33] Meanwhile, both architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe and Hoban contributed to the design and oversight of the reconstruction, which lasted from 1815 until 1817. The south portico[image: External link] was constructed in 1824 during the James Monroe administration; the north portico was built six years later.[17] Though Latrobe proposed similar porticos before the fire in 1814, both porticos were built as designed by Hoban.[34] An elliptical portico at Château de Rastignac[image: External link] in La Bachellerie, France with nearly identical curved stairs is speculated as the source of inspiration due to its similarity with the South Portico,[35] although this matter is one of great debate.[36] Italian artisans, brought to Washington to help in constructing the U.S. Capitol[image: External link], carved the decorative stonework on both porticos. Contrary to speculation, the North Portico was not modeled on a similar portico on another Dublin building, the Viceregal Lodge[image: External link] (now Áras an Uachtaráin, residence of the President of Ireland[image: External link]), for its portico postdates the White House porticos' design.[35] For the North Portico, a variation on the Ionic Order[image: External link] was devised incorporating a swag of roses between the volutes. This was done to link the new portico with the earlier carved roses above the entrance.
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 Overcrowding and building the West Wing




By the time of the American Civil War[image: External link], the White House had become overcrowded. The location of the White House was questioned, just north of a canal and swampy lands, which provided conditions ripe for malaria[image: External link] and other unhealthy conditions.[37] Brigadier General Nathaniel Michler was tasked to propose solutions to address these concerns. He proposed abandoning the use of the White House as a residence and designed a new estate for the first family at Meridian Hill[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., but Congress rejected the plan.[37]

When Chester Arthur[image: External link] took office in 1881, he ordered renovations to the White House to take place as soon as the recently widowed Lucretia Garfield[image: External link] moved out. Arthur inspected the work almost nightly and made several suggestions. Louis Comfort Tiffany[image: External link] was asked to send selected designers to assist. Over twenty wagonloads of furniture and household items were removed from the building and sold at a public auction[image: External link].[38] All that was saved were bust portraits of John Adams and Martin Van Buren[image: External link].[39] A proposal was made to build a new residence south of the White House, but it failed to gain support.

In the fall of 1882 work was done on the main corridor, including tinting the walls pale olive and adding squares of gold leaf[image: External link], and decorating the ceiling in gold and silver, and colorful traceries[image: External link] woven to spell "USA". The Red Room was painted a dull Pomeranian red, and its ceiling was decorated with gold, silver, and copper stars and stripes of red, white, and blue. A fifty-foot jeweled Tiffany[image: External link] glass screen, supported by imitation marble columns, replaced the glass doors that separated the main corridor from the north vestibule.[40][41]

In 1891, First Lady Caroline Harrison[image: External link] proposed major extensions to the White House, including a National Wing on the east for a historical art gallery, and a wing on the west for official functions.[37] A plan was devised by Colonel Theodore A. Bingham, which reflected the Harrison proposal.[37] These plans were ultimately rejected.

However, in 1902 Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] hired McKim, Mead & White[image: External link] to carry out expansions and renovations in a neoclassical style suited to the building's architecture, removing the Tiffany screen and all Victorian additions.[42][43] Charles McKim[image: External link] himself designed and managed the project, which gave more living space to the President's large family by removing a staircase in the West Hall and moving executive office staff from the second floor of the residence into the new West Wing.[17]

President William Howard Taft[image: External link] enlisted the help of architect Nathan C. Wyeth[image: External link] to add additional space to the West Wing, which included the addition of the Oval Office[image: External link].[37] In 1925, Congress enacted legislation allowing the White House to accept gifts of furniture and art for the first time.[44] The West Wing was damaged by fire in 1929, but rebuilt during the remaining years of the Herbert Hoover[image: External link] presidency. In the 1930s, a second story was added, as well as a larger basement for White House staff, and President Franklin Roosevelt had the Oval Office moved to its present location: adjacent to the Rose Garden[image: External link].[17]
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 Truman reconstruction




Main article: White House Reconstruction[image: External link]


Decades of poor maintenance, the construction of a fourth story attic during the Coolidge administration, and the addition of a second-floor balcony over the south portico for Harry S. Truman[image: External link][45] took a great toll on the brick and sandstone structure built around a timber frame.[17] By 1948, the house was declared to be in imminent danger of collapse, forcing President Truman to commission a reconstruction and to live across the street at Blair House[image: External link] from 1949 to 1951.[46] The work, done by the firm of Philadelphia[image: External link] contractor John McShain[image: External link], required the complete dismantling of the interior spaces, construction of a new load-bearing internal steel frame and the reconstruction of the original rooms within the new structure.[45] The total cost of the renovations was about $5.7 million (US$ 53 million in 2017).[47] Some modifications to the floor plan were made, the largest being the repositioning of the grand staircase to open into the Entrance Hall, rather than the Cross Hall.[45] Central air conditioning was added, as well as two additional sub-basements providing space for workrooms, storage, and a bomb shelter.[17] The Trumans moved back into the White House on March 27, 1952.[17] While the house's structure was kept intact by the Truman reconstruction, much of the new interior finishes were generic, and of little historic value. Much of the original plasterwork, some dating back to the 1814–1816 rebuilding, was too damaged to reinstall, as was the original robust Beaux Arts paneling in the East Room. President Truman had the original timber frame sawed into paneling; the walls of the Vermeil Room[image: External link], Library[image: External link], China Room[image: External link], and Map Room[image: External link] on the ground floor of the main residence were paneled in wood from the timbers.[48]
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 Jacqueline Kennedy restoration




Jacqueline Kennedy[image: External link], wife of President John F. Kennedy[image: External link] (1961–63), directed a very extensive and historic redecoration of the house. She enlisted the help of Henry Francis du Pont[image: External link] of the Winterthur Museum[image: External link] to assist in collecting artifacts for the mansion, many of which had once been housed there.[49] Other antiques, fine paintings, and improvements of the Kennedy period were donated to the White House by wealthy philanthropists, including the Crowninshield family[image: External link], Jane Engelhard[image: External link], Jayne Wrightsman[image: External link], and the Oppenheimer family. Stéphane Boudin[image: External link] of the House of Jansen[image: External link], a Paris interior-design firm that had been recognized worldwide, was employed by Mrs. Kennedy to assist with the decoration.[49] Different periods of the early republic and world history were selected as a theme for each room: the Federal style for the Green Room[image: External link], French Empire for the Blue Room[image: External link], American Empire for the Red Room[image: External link], Louis XVI for the Yellow Oval Room[image: External link], and Victorian for the president's study, renamed the Treaty Room[image: External link]. Antique furniture was acquired, and decorative fabric and trim based on period documents was produced and installed. The Kennedy restoration resulted in a more authentic White House of grander stature, which recalled the French taste of Madison and Monroe.[49] In the Diplomatic Reception Room[image: External link] Mrs. Kennedy installed an antique "Vue de l'Amérique Nord" wall paper which Zuber & Cie[image: External link] had designed in 1834. The wallpaper had hung previously on the walls of another mansion until 1961 when that house was demolished for a grocery store. Just before the demolition, the wallpaper was salvaged and sold to the White House.

The first White House guidebook was produced under the direction of curator Lorraine Waxman Pearce with direct supervision from Mrs. Kennedy.[50] Sale of the guidebook helped finance the restoration.

Kennedy showed her restoration of the White House to the public in a televised tour of the house[image: External link] on Valentine's Day[image: External link] in 1962.[51]
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 The White House since the Kennedy restoration




Congress enacted legislation in September 1961 declaring the White House a museum. Furniture, fixtures, and decorative arts could now be declared either historic or of artistic interest by the President. This prevented them from being sold (as many objects in the executive mansion had been in the past 150 years). When not in use or display at the White House, these items were to be turned over to the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link] for preservation, study, storage, or exhibition. The White House retains the right to have these items returned.[52]

Out of respect for the historic character of the White House, no substantive architectural changes have been made to the house since the Truman renovation.[53] Since the Kennedy restoration, every presidential family has made some changes to the private quarters of the White House, but the Committee for the Preservation of the White House[image: External link] must approve any modifications to the State Rooms. Charged with maintaining the historical integrity of the White House, the congressionally authorized committee works with each First Family—usually represented by the First Lady, the White House Curator[image: External link], and the Chief Usher[image: External link]—to implement the family's proposals for altering the house.[54]

During the Nixon administration (1969–74), First Lady Pat Nixon[image: External link] refurbished the Green Room, Blue Room, and Red Room, working with Clement Conger, the curator appointed by President Richard Nixon[image: External link].[55] Mrs. Nixon's efforts brought more than 600 artifacts to the house, the largest acquisition by any administration.[56] Her husband created the modern press briefing room over Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link]'s old swimming pool.[57] Nixon also added a single-lane bowling alley to the White House basement.[58]

Computers and the first laser printer were added during the Carter administration, and the use of computer technology was expanded during the Reagan administration.[59] A Carter-era innovation, a set of solar water heating panels[image: External link] that were mounted on the roof of the White House, was removed during Reagan's presidency.[60][61] Redecorations were made to the private family quarters and maintenance was made to public areas during the Reagan years.[62] The house was accredited as a museum in 1988.[62]

In the 1990s, Bill[image: External link] and Hillary Clinton[image: External link] refurbished some rooms with the assistance of Arkansas[image: External link] decorator Kaki Hockersmith, including the Oval Office, the East Room, Blue Room, State Dining Room[image: External link], Lincoln Bedroom, and Lincoln Sitting Room.[63] During the administration of George W. Bush[image: External link], First Lady Laura Bush[image: External link] refurbished the Lincoln Bedroom in a style contemporary with the Lincoln era; the Green Room, Cabinet Room[image: External link], and theater were also refurbished.[63]

The White House became one of the first wheelchair-accessible government buildings in Washington when modifications were made during the presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], who used a wheelchair because of his paralytic illness[image: External link]. In the 1990s, Hillary Clinton[image: External link], at the suggestion of Visitors Office Director Melinda N. Bates, approved the addition of a ramp in the East Wing corridor. It allowed easy wheelchair[image: External link] access for the public tours and special events that enter through the secure entrance building on the east side.

In 2003, the Bush administration reinstalled solar thermal heaters.[61] These units are used to heat water for landscape maintenance personnel and for the presidential pool and spa. 167 solar photovoltaic grid tied panels were installed at the same time on the roof of the maintenance facility. The changes were not publicized as a White House spokeswoman said the changes were an internal matter. The story was picked up by industry trade journals.[64]

In 2013, President Barack Obama installed a set of solar panels[image: External link] on the roof of the White House.[65][66]

The president usually travels to and from the White House grounds via official motorcade[image: External link] or helicopter. The journey by helicopter was inaugurated in the 1950s, when President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] began traveling on Marine One[image: External link] to and from his official residence.[67]
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 Layout and amenities




Today the group of buildings housing the presidency is known as the White House Complex. It includes the central Executive Residence[image: External link] flanked by the East Wing[image: External link] and West Wing[image: External link]. The Chief Usher[image: External link] coordinates day to day household operations. The White House includes: six stories and 55,000 ft2 (5,100 m2) of floor space, 132 rooms and 35 bathrooms, 412 doors, 147 windows, twenty-eight fireplaces, eight staircases, three elevators, five full-time chefs, a tennis court, a (single-lane) bowling alley (officially called the Harry S. Truman Bowling Alley), a movie theater (officially called the White House Family Theater[image: External link][68]), a jogging track, a swimming pool, and a putting green.[24] It receives up to 30,000 visitors each week.[69]
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 Executive Residence




Main article: Executive Residence[image: External link]


The original residence is in the center. Two colonnades[image: External link]—one on the east and one on the west—designed by Jefferson, now serve to connect the East and West Wings, added later. The Executive Residence[image: External link] houses the president's dwelling, as well as rooms for ceremonies and official entertaining. The State Floor of the residence building includes the East Room[image: External link], Green Room[image: External link], Blue Room[image: External link], Red Room[image: External link], State Dining Room[image: External link], Family Dining Room[image: External link], Cross Hall[image: External link], Entrance Hall[image: External link], and Grand Staircase[image: External link].[70] The Ground Floor is made up of the Diplomatic Reception Room[image: External link], Map Room[image: External link], China Room[image: External link], Vermeil Room[image: External link], Library[image: External link], the main kitchen, and other offices.[71] The second floor family residence includes the Yellow Oval Room[image: External link], East[image: External link] and West Sitting Halls[image: External link], the White House Master Bedroom, President's Dining Room[image: External link], the Treaty Room[image: External link], Lincoln Bedroom[image: External link] and Queens' Bedroom[image: External link], as well as two additional bedrooms, a smaller kitchen, and a private dressing room.[72] The third floor consists of the White House Solarium, Game Room, Linen Room, a Diet Kitchen, and another sitting room (previously used as President George W. Bush's workout room).[73]
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 West Wing




Main article: West Wing[image: External link]


The West Wing houses the President's office (the Oval Office[image: External link]) and offices of his senior staff, with room for about 50 employees. It also includes the Cabinet Room[image: External link], where the president conducts business meetings and where the Cabinet meets,[74] as well as the White House Situation Room[image: External link], James S. Brady Press Briefing Room[image: External link], and Roosevelt Room[image: External link].[75] In 2007, work was completed on renovations of the press briefing room, adding fiber optic[image: External link] cables and LCD[image: External link] screens for the display of charts and graphs.[76] The makeover took 11 months and cost $8 million, of which news outlets paid $2 million.[76] In September 2010, a two-year project[image: External link] began on the West Wing, creating a multistory underground structure;[77] this will be followed with additional renovation of the wing.[78]

The Oval Office, Roosevelt Room, and other portions of the West Wing were partially replicated on a sound stage[image: External link] and used as the setting[image: External link] for the popular television show The West Wing[image: External link].[79]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 East Wing




Main article: East Wing[image: External link]


The East Wing, which contains additional office space, was added to the White House in 1942. Among its uses, the East Wing has intermittently housed the offices and staff of the First Lady[image: External link], and the White House Social Office. Rosalynn Carter[image: External link], in 1977, was the first to place her personal office in the East Wing and to formally call it the "Office of the First Lady". The East Wing was built during World War II[image: External link] in order to hide the construction of an underground bunker to be used in emergencies. The bunker has come to be known as the Presidential Emergency Operations Center[image: External link].
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 Grounds




The White House and grounds cover just over 18 acres (about 7.3 hectares). Before the construction of the North Portico, most public events were entered from the South Lawn[image: External link], which was graded and planted by Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson also drafted a planting plan for the North Lawn[image: External link] that included large trees that would have mostly obscured the house from Pennsylvania Avenue. During the mid-to-late 19th century a series of ever larger greenhouses[image: External link] were built on the west side of the house, where the current West Wing is located. During this period, the North Lawn was planted with ornate carpet-style flowerbeds. The general layout of the White House grounds today is based on the 1935 design by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.[image: External link] of the Olmsted Brothers[image: External link] firm, commissioned by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. During the Kennedy administration, the White House Rose Garden[image: External link] was redesigned by Rachel Lambert Mellon[image: External link]. The Rose Garden borders the West Colonnade. Bordering the East Colonnade is the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden[image: External link], which was begun by Jacqueline Kennedy[image: External link] but completed after her husband's assassination. On the weekend of June 23, 2006, a century-old American Elm (Ulmus americana L.)[image: External link] tree on the north side of the building, came down during one of the many storms amid intense flooding[image: External link]. Among the oldest trees on the grounds are several magnolias (Magnolia grandiflora[image: External link]) planted by Andrew Jackson. Michelle Obama planted the White House's first organic garden and installed beehives on the South Lawn of the White House, which will supply organic produce and honey to the First Family and for state dinners and other official gatherings.[80]
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 Public access and security




See also: White House Visitors Office[image: External link] and List of White House security breaches[image: External link]
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 Historical accessibility




Like the English and Irish country houses it was modeled on, the White House was, from the start, open to the public until the early part of the 20th century. President Thomas Jefferson held an open house for his second inaugural in 1805, and many of the people at his swearing-in ceremony at the Capitol[image: External link] followed him home, where he greeted them in the Blue Room[image: External link]. Those open houses sometimes became rowdy: in 1829, President Andrew Jackson had to leave for a hotel when roughly 20,000 citizens celebrated his inauguration inside the White House. His aides ultimately had to lure the mob outside with washtubs filled with a potent cocktail of orange juice and whiskey. Even so, the practice continued until 1885, when newly elected Grover Cleveland[image: External link] arranged for a presidential review of the troops from a grandstand in front of the White House instead of the traditional open house. Jefferson also permitted public tours of his house, which have continued ever since, except during wartime, and began the tradition of annual receptions on New Year's Day and on the Fourth of July. Those receptions ended in the early 1930s, although President Bill Clinton[image: External link] would briefly revive the New Year's Day open house in his first term.

The White House remained accessible in other ways; President Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] complained that he was constantly beleaguered by job seekers waiting to ask him for political appointments or other favors, or eccentric dispensers of advice like "General" Daniel Pratt[image: External link], as he began the business day. Lincoln put up with the annoyance rather than risk alienating some associate or friend of a powerful politician or opinion maker.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Aviation incidents




In February 1974, a stolen army helicopter landed without authorization on the White House's grounds.[81] Twenty years later, in 1994, a light plane crashed on the White House grounds, and the pilot died instantly.[82]

As a result of increased security regarding air traffic in the capital, the White House was evacuated in May 2005 before an unauthorized aircraft could approach the grounds.[83]
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 Closure of Pennsylvania Avenue




On May 20, 1995, primarily as a response to the Oklahoma City bombing[image: External link] of April 19, 1995, the United States Secret Service[image: External link] closed off Pennsylvania Avenue to vehicular traffic in front of the White House from the eastern edge of Lafayette Park to 17th Street. Later, the closure was extended an additional block to the east to 15th Street, and East Executive Avenue, a small street between the White House and the Treasury Building[image: External link].

After September 11, 2001[image: External link], this was made permanent in addition to closing E Street between the South Portico of the White House and the Ellipse[image: External link].[84] In response to the Boston Marathon bombing[image: External link] the road was closed to the public in its entirety for a period of two days.

The Pennsylvania Avenue closing has been opposed by organized civic groups in Washington, D.C. They argue that the closing impedes traffic flow unnecessarily and is inconsistent with the well-conceived historic plan for the city. As for security considerations, they note that the White House is set much farther back from the street than numerous other sensitive federal buildings are.[85]

Prior to its inclusion within the fenced compound that now includes the Old Executive Office Building[image: External link] to the west and the Treasury Building to the east, this sidewalk served as a queuing area for the daily public tours of the White House. These tours were suspended in the wake of the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. In September 2003, they resumed on a limited basis for groups making prior arrangements through their Congressional representatives or embassies in Washington for foreign nationals and submitting to background checks, but the White House remained closed to the public.[86] White House tours were suspended for most of 2013 due to budget constraints after sequestration[image: External link].[87] The White House reopened to the public in November 2013.[88]
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 Protection




The White House Complex is protected by the United States Secret Service[image: External link] and the United States Park Police[image: External link].

NASAMS[image: External link] (Norwegian Advanced Surface to Air Missile System) were used to guard air space over Washington, D.C. during the 2005 presidential inauguration. The same NASAMS units have since been used to protect the president and all air space around the White House, which is strictly prohibited to aircraft.[89][90]
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 See also






	Camp David[image: External link]

	Germantown White House[image: External link]

	Graphics and Calligraphy Office[image: External link]

	List of largest houses in the United States[image: External link]

	List of National Historic Landmarks in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]

	List of residences of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	List of residences of Presidents of the United States#Western White House[image: External link]

	
Number One Observatory Circle[image: External link], residence of the Vice President

	Reported White House ghosts[image: External link]

	Category:Rooms in the White House[image: External link]

	White House Acquisition Trust[image: External link]

	White House Chief Calligrapher[image: External link]

	White House Chief Floral Designer[image: External link]

	White House Christmas tree[image: External link]

	White House Communications Agency[image: External link]

	White House Endowment Trust[image: External link]

	White House Executive Chef[image: External link]

	White House Fellows[image: External link]

	White House History[image: External link]

	White House Social Secretary[image: External link]
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Vassar College






Vassar College (/'vaeser /[image: External link] VASS -ər[image: External link]) is a private, coeducational[image: External link], liberal arts college[image: External link] in the town of Poughkeepsie[image: External link], New York[image: External link], in the United States. Founded in 1861 by Matthew Vassar[image: External link], it was the first degree-granting institution of higher education for women in the United States. It became coeducational in 1969, and now has a gender ratio at the national average. The school is one of the historic Seven Sisters[image: External link], the first elite female colleges in the U.S., and has a historic relationship with Yale University, which suggested a merger with the college before coeducation at both institutions.

The college offers B.A.[image: External link] degrees in more than 50 majors and features a flexible curriculum designed to promote a breadth of studies. Vassar also offers many extracurricular organizations including student theater, a cappella groups, club sports, volunteer and service groups, and a circus troupe. Vassar College's varsity sports teams, known as the Brewers, play in the NCAA[image: External link]'s Division III[image: External link] as members of the Liberty League[image: External link].

Vassar tied for the 12th best liberal arts college in the nation in the 2017 annual ranking of U.S. News & World Report[image: External link], with admissions described as "most selective." For the freshman class entering fall 2017, the college had an acceptance rate of 22.8%. The total number of students attending the college is around 2,450.

The Vassar campus comprises over 1,000 acres (400 ha) and more than 100 buildings, including two National Historic Landmarks[image: External link] and an additional National Historic Place[image: External link]. A designated arboretum[image: External link], the campus features more than 200 species of trees, a native plant preserve, and a 400-acre (160 ha) ecological preserve[image: External link].
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Vassar was founded as a women's school[image: External link] under the name Vassar Female College in 1861. Quickly thereafter its founder, Matthew Vassar[image: External link], had the word Female cut from the name, prompting some residents of the town of Poughkeepsie, New York[image: External link] to quip that its founder believed it might one day admit male students. The college became coeducational[image: External link] in 1969.[6]

Vassar was the second of the Seven Sisters[image: External link] colleges, higher education schools that were formerly strictly for women, and historically sister institutions to the Ivy League[image: External link]. It was chartered by its namesake, brewer Matthew Vassar, in 1861 in the Hudson Valley[image: External link], about 70 mi (115 km) north of New York City[image: External link]. The first person appointed to the Vassar faculty was the astronomer[image: External link] Maria Mitchell[image: External link], in 1865.

Vassar adopted coeducation in 1969. However, immediately following World War II[image: External link], Vassar accepted a very small number of male students on the G.I. Bill[image: External link]. Because Vassar's charter prohibited male matriculants, the graduates were given diplomas via the University of the State of New York[image: External link]. These were reissued under the Vassar title after the school formally became co-educational.[7] The formal decision to become co-ed came after its trustees declined an offer to merge with Yale University, its sibling institution, in the wave of mergers between the historically all-male colleges of the Ivy League and their Seven Sisters counterparts.[8]

In its early years, Vassar was associated with the social elite of the Protestant establishment. E. Digby Baltzell[image: External link] writes that "upper-class WASP[image: External link] families educated their children at colleges such as Harvard[image: External link], Princeton[image: External link], Yale[image: External link], and Vassar."[10] A select and elite few of Vassar's students were allowed entry into the school's secret society Delta Sigma Rho[image: External link], started in 1922.[11] Before becoming President of the United States, Franklin Delano Roosevelt[image: External link] was a Trustee.[12]

Roughly 2,450 students attend Vassar, and 98% live on campus.[3] About 60% come from public high schools, and 40% come from private schools[image: External link] (both independent and religious).[3] Vassar is currently 56% women and 44% men, at national average for national liberal arts colleges.[13] Students are taught by more than 290 faculty members, virtually all holding the doctorate degree or its equivalent.[3] The student-faculty ratio is 8:1, average class size, 17.[3]

In recent freshman classes, students of color constituted 32–38% of matriculants.[3] International students from over 60 countries make up 8-10% of the student body.[3] In May 2007, in keeping with its commitment to diverse and equitable education, Vassar returned to a need-blind[image: External link] admissions policy wherein students are admitted by their academic and personal qualities, without regard to financial status.

Vassar president Frances D. Fergusson[image: External link] served for two decades. She retired in the spring of 2006, and was succeeded by Catharine Bond Hill[image: External link], former provost at Williams College[image: External link], who served for 10 years until she departed in 2016. Hill will be replaced by Elizabeth Howe Bradley[image: External link] for the 2017–2018 academic year.[14]
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Vassar's campus, also an arboretum[image: External link],[15] is 1,000 acres (400 ha) and has more than 100 buildings, ranging in style from Collegiate Gothic[image: External link] to International[image: External link], with several buildings of architectural interest. At the center of campus stands Main Building[image: External link], one of the best examples of Second Empire[image: External link] architecture in the United States. When it was opened, Main Building[image: External link] was the largest building in the U.S. in terms of floor space. It formerly housed the entire college, including classrooms, dormitories, museum, library, and dining halls.[9][16] The building was designed by Smithsonian architect James Renwick Jr.[image: External link] and was completed in 1865. It was preceded on campus by the original observatory[image: External link]. Both buildings are National Historic Landmarks[image: External link]. Rombout House[image: External link] was purchased by the college in 1915 and added to the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] in 1982.[17][18]

Many original brick buildings are scattered throughout the campus, but there are also several modern and contemporary structures of architectural interest. Ferry House, a student cooperative, was designed by Marcel Breuer[image: External link] in 1951. Noyes House was designed by Finnish-American architect Eero Saarinen[image: External link]. A good example of an attempt to use passive solar[image: External link] design can be seen in the Seeley G. Mudd Chemistry Building[image: External link] by Perry Dean Rogers. More recently, New Haven architect César Pelli[image: External link] was asked to design the Lehman Loeb Art Center, which was completed in the early 1990s. In 2003, Pelli also worked on the renovation of Main Building Lobby and the conversion of the Avery Hall theater into the $25 million Vogelstein Center for Drama and Film[image: External link], which preserved the original 1860s facade but was an entirely new structure.
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Further information: Thompson Memorial Library[image: External link]


Vassar is home to one of the largest undergraduate library collections in the U.S. The library collection today – which actually encompasses eight libraries at Vassar – contains about 1 million volumes and 7,500 serial, periodical and newspaper titles, as well as an extensive collection of microfilm and microfiche, with special collections of Ellen Swallow Richards[image: External link], Albert Einstein[image: External link], Mary McCarthy[image: External link], and Elizabeth Bishop[image: External link].[19][20] Vassar has been a Federal Depository library for selected U.S. Government documents since 1943 and currently receives approximately 25% of the titles available through the Federal Depository Program.[21] Since 1988, Vassar has been a New York State Reference Center, part of the New York Depository Program. The library also selectively purchases United Nations documents.

A major renovation to Thompson Library was completed in 2001.

The interior and exterior of the Van Ingen Art Library was renovated from June 2008 – May 2009 in an effort to restore its original design and appearance. This was the library's first major renovation since its construction in 1937.[22]
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 Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center




Main article: Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center[image: External link]


Vassar College was the first college in the United States to be founded with a full-scale museum as part of its original plan. Matthew Vassar was known for declaring that "art should stand boldly forth as an educational force". The art collection at Vassar dates to the founding of the College, when Vassar provided an extensive collection of Hudson River School[image: External link] paintings to be displayed in the Main Building. Referred to as the Magoon Collection, it continues to be one of the best in the nation for Hudson River School paintings. One of the largest U.S. college or university art museums, the Frances Lehman Loeb Gallery displays a selection of Vassar's 18,000 articles of art in the building designed by Cesar Pelli[image: External link].

Today, the gallery's collection displays art from the ancient world up through contemporary works. The collection includes work by European masters such as Brueghel[image: External link], Gustave Doré[image: External link], Picasso[image: External link], Balthus[image: External link], Bacon[image: External link], Vuillard[image: External link], Cézanne[image: External link], Braque[image: External link] and Bonnard[image: External link], as well as examples from leading twentieth-century American painters Jackson Pollock[image: External link], Agnes Martin[image: External link], Mark Rothko[image: External link], Marsden Hartley[image: External link], Georgia O'Keeffe[image: External link], Charles Sheeler[image: External link], and Ben Shahn[image: External link]. The Loeb's works on paper represent a major collection in the United States, with prints by Rembrandt[image: External link] (including important impressions of the Hundred Guilder Print[image: External link] and the Three Trees) and Dürer[image: External link] as well as photographs by Cindy Sherman[image: External link], Diane Arbus[image: External link], and others. Students at the college can act as liaisons between the art center and the wider college community through work on the Student Committee of the Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center, to which incoming freshmen can apply.

In November 2016, the gallery opened the Hoene Hoy Photography gallery on the second floor, named after Anne Hoene Hoy from the class of 1963.[23]
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 Future




In 2011, Vassar embarked on a $120 million project to improve science facilities at the college, centering on the construction of a new $90 million Bridge for Laboratory Sciences[image: External link].[24] The project will include renovations of Olmsted Hall of Biological Sciences, New England Building and Sanders Physics Building as well as the construction of a new Integrated Science Center, a bridge building that will connect to Olmsted Hall and cross over the Fonteyn Kill[image: External link]. It is intended both to modernize and to support a collaborative and cross-disciplinary science community. The bridge building was completed January 2016.

Davison[image: External link], one of Vassar's nine residence houses, was renovated during the 2008–2009 school year. The dorm went offline for that year and its residents were absorbed into the college's remaining residence houses.[25] This is the second dorm to be renovated as part of the school's master plan to renovate all dorms, following Jewett[image: External link] a few years earlier. Lathrop[image: External link] was scheduled to be closed and renovated during the 2010–2011 school year, but complete renovation was cancelled due to the economic downturn, with a number of improvements phased-in instead. Improvements were also made to Josselyn in 2011.[26]
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 Academics




Vassar confers a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] (BA) degree in more than 50 majors, including the Independent Major, in which a student may design a major, as well as various interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary fields of study. Students also participate in such programs as the Self-Instructional Language Program (SILP) which offers courses in Hindi, Irish/Gaelic, Korean, Portuguese, Swahili, Swedish, Turkish, and Yiddish. Vassar has a flexible curriculum intended to promote breadth in studies. While each field of study has specific requirements for majors, the only universal requirements for graduation are proficiency in a foreign language, a quantitative course, and a freshman writing course. Students are also strongly encouraged to study abroad[image: External link], which they typically do during one or two semesters of their junior year. Students (usually juniors) may apply for a year or a semester away either in the U.S. or abroad. Vassar sponsors programs in China, England, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Turkey, Mexico, Morocco, Spain, and Russia; students may also join preapproved programs offered by other colleges. Students may also apply for approved programs at various U.S. institutions, including the historically Black colleges and members of the Twelve College Exchange.

All classes are taught by members of the faculty, and there are no graduate students or teachers' assistants. The most popular majors, in terms of sheer numbers, are English[image: External link], political science[image: External link], psychology[image: External link], economics[image: External link] and biology[image: External link].[13] Vassar also offers a variety of correlate sequences, or minors, for intensive study in many disciplines.
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 Admissions






	Admission statistics



	 
	2016[27]
	2015[28]
	2014[29]
	2013[30]
	2012[31]



	Applicants
	7,306
	7,556
	7,784
	7,597
	7,908



	Admits
	1,964
	1,947
	1,832
	1,832
	1,806



	Admit rate
	26.9%
	25.8%
	23.5%
	24.1%
	22.8%



	Enrolled
	660
	667
	663
	666
	659



	SAT range
	2040-2220
	1990-2240
	1980-2240
	1970-2230
	1960-2240



	ACT range
	30-33
	30-33
	30-33
	30-33
	29-32




For the Class of 2020 (enrolling fall 2016), Vassar received 7,306 applications and accepted 1,964 (26.9%).[27] In terms of class rank, 68% of enrolled freshmen were in the top 10% of their high school classes; 90% ranked in the top quarter. The median SAT[image: External link] scores for the Class of 2020 were 710 for critical reading, 700 for math, and 710 for writing, while the middle 50% range of SAT scores was 1360-1480 for critical reading and math only, and 2040-2220 for all scores. The median ACT[image: External link] composite score was 32; the middle 50% range was 30-33.[27]

The incoming Class of 2019 was 57% female, 43% male, and included students from 44 states, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and 30 foreign countries (international students were 15.9% of enrolled freshmen). Students of color (including non-citizens) made up 41.1% of the class. Need-based financial aid was provided to 62% of freshmen by Vassar.[27]
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The 2017 annual ranking of U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] categorizes Vassar as 'most selective' and rates it tied for the 12th best liberal arts college in the nation, 1st for "Best Colleges for Veterans" and 7th for "Best Value". Vassar tied for 4th in that same publication's High School Counselor Rankings, which asks a nationwide sampling of high school counselors to rank which schools they think offer the best education to their students. [35] It also ranked Vassar 1st among top colleges (tied with Amherst College) for highest economic diversity as measured by low-income students receiving federal Pell Grants[image: External link].[36] In its 2013 edition, The Princeton Review[image: External link] gave Vassar an admissions selectivity rating of 98 out of 99 and an academic rating of 97.[37] In its 2014 list of private colleges and universities in terms of best value, The Princeton Review ranked Vassar 7th.[38] In 2016, Forbes[image: External link] rated Vassar 33rd overall in its America's Top Colleges ranking, which includes 650 military academies, national universities, and liberal arts colleges and 15th among liberal arts colleges.[39] Kiplinger's Personal Finance[image: External link] places Vassar 14th in its 2016 ranking of best value liberal arts colleges in the United States.[40] Vassar was ranked by Newsweek in 2011 as the 25th best school in the nation for the most highly decorated students (as measured by the success of alumni in winning Rhodes, Marshall, Truman, Gates-Cambridge, and Fulbright Scholarships) and 13th among national liberal arts colleges,[41] and as 10th in the nation for schools offering an exceptional artistic atmosphere (4th among liberal arts colleges).[42]

In an article in The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link], Vassar president Catharine Bond Hill[image: External link] argued that rankings "will always be limited in what they can tell consumers. Part of higher education's role about the rankings should be to remind students and their families that these are only one piece of information that they should take into account in deciding where to go to college. Intangibles will and should play a role in these decisions, but that doesn't mean we shouldn't also look at the tangibles".[43]
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 After Vassar




Over half of Vassar graduates intend to pursue advanced study within five years of graduation including about one fifth immediately post-graduation.[44] Of the seniors who applied to medical school, 76% were accepted; to law school, 86% were accepted.[44] Vassar offers a database of well over 30,000 alumnae/i where students may seek career advice and opportunities. Numerous graduates of the college have earned distinction in their fields, garnering Academy, Emmy, Tony, Peabody and Golden Globe awards for work on stage and in film and television, MacArthur Fellowships[image: External link] ("genius grants") for innovation in fields including astrophysics, epidemiology, and medicine, Pulitzer Prize recognition for contributions to American literature, poetry, and investigative reporting, as well as the Presidential Medal of Freedom[image: External link] and National Medal of Science[image: External link] for achievements in astronomy, computer science, and drama.
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 Student life
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 Traditions




The Founder's Day Festival is an annual campus festival at Vassar College that usually takes place in late April or early May. It started as a surprise birthday party for college founder Matthew Vassar[image: External link] and evolved into an annual celebration.[45] Originally, Founder's Day was a spontaneous event consisting of lectures but was soon replaced with plays, pageants, and more recreational activities. Circus and fair activities followed, with the eventual addition of the modern day music events over the course of two days. More recently themes have been added, including Alice in Wonderland[image: External link],[46] Dinosaurs,[47] Vintage 1800s Vassar,[48] Nickelodeon[image: External link], Nintendo[image: External link], and Candyland[image: External link].[48] Recent artists at Founder's Day have included The Walkmen[image: External link], Edan[image: External link], DJ /rupture[image: External link], Odd Nosdam[image: External link], Jel[image: External link],[49] Toro y Moi[image: External link],[50] and Odesza[image: External link].[51]
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 Extracurricular organizations





	The Night Owls[image: External link], established in the 1940s, are, as of 2017, one of the oldest extant collegiate a cappella groups in the United States, and one of nine vocal music groups at Vassar.[52][53] Other groups include the Vastards (specializing in the music of the 2000s[image: External link]), Broadway and More (BAM; showtunes), the Accidentals (the Axies; the sole all-men's a cappella group at Vassar), Beauty and the Beats (focusing on music from Disney movies), Home Brewed (formerly Matthew's Minstrels, the college's first mixed-gender a cappella group), the Vassar Devils, Measure 4 Measure (both themeless groups), and AirCappella (an all-whistling ensemble).[53] Some a cappella groups tour and compete, including the Vassar Devils, who competed in the 2015 International Championship of Collegiate A Cappella[image: External link].[54][55][56]


	
The Philaletheis Society[image: External link], which was founded in 1865 as a literary society, is the oldest theater group on campus. It has now become a completely student run theater group.[57] Others include Unbound (experimental theater), Woodshed (a troupe focused on devised theater[image: External link]), and Idlewild (an all-female ensemble).[58] Britomartis, Vassar's only theater group exclusively creating devised theater, was founded in 2011.[59] Further groups include the Future Waitstaff of America (for musical theater[image: External link]), Ebony Theatre Ensemble (focusing on Black theater), and two Shakespeare-specific troupes, Shakespeare Troupe and Merely Players.[58] Performances happen throughout campus including in the Susan Stein Shiva Theater, an all-student-run black box theater. The college also hosts the Powerhouse Summer Theater workshop series.

	No Offense is the college's oldest sketch comedy[image: External link] group, founded in 1988 as Laughingstock.[60] A second sketch group, Happily Ever Laughter (HEL) was founded in 1993 and another, The Limit, was created in the early 2000s.[61][62] Indecent Exposure, an all-women's troupe performing both sketch and stand-up comedy[image: External link], was founded in 2004.[63] Comedynormative, which began in 2009, performs exclusively stand-up comedy.[64] Vassar has three improv comedy[image: External link] groups: Vassar College Vassar Improv (VCVI), Committed, and Casual Improv.[65][66][67]


	The Vassar Greens are Vassar's environmental group. This group strives to create real and lasting change on campus and in the greater Poughkeepsie community through initiatives like banning bottled water, on campus composting, and encourage local policy makers to adopt more sustainable waste management practices. Recently, the group opened the 'Free Market' on campus. This a store that students can donate to and take from freely to promote recycling and reduce waste.[68]
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 Campus publications





	
The Miscellany News[image: External link] has been the weekly paper of the college since 1866, making it one of the oldest college weeklies in the United States. It is available for free most Thursdays when school is in session. In 2008–09, it became one of the only college newspapers in the country to begin updating its website daily.

	
The Vassar Chronicle is the college's only political journal, which seeks to expand the breadth of political dialogue on campus by publishing long-form opinion columns. The Chronicle is the revivification of a student publication that appeared from 1944–1959 and during the 1970s; the modern-day Chronicle has been published monthly since 2010 and currently has a 1,000-copy circulation.

	
The Vassar Student Review is an annual literary and art magazine featuring works (fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, artwork, photography, essays, etc.) by Vassar students. It is the oldest student-run literary publication in the college's history. Its purpose is to serve the needs and expand the creative voice of Vassar's literary and art community. The VSR also orchestrates events and activities garnered towards the enrichment of Vassar's writers community. Some past events have included regularly scheduled Writing Workshops and Writer's Nights in the Cafe as well as the sponsoring of various relevant speakers brought by other organizations.

	
Squirm "is a submissions-based magazine about sex and sexuality. Squirm seeks to create a sex-positive forum on campus for the artistic, literary, and creative exploration of sex."[69] The magazine, published annually since 1999, typically runs around 60 pages and is only distributed to the campus community.[70]


	
Contrast is the college's art and style magazine. It is published each semester.

	
Boilerplate Magazine is a blog that bills itself as an "alternative news source... that aims to publish radical pieces and creative works which address issues through a socially conscious lens."[71][72]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Student government




In March 2016, in a 15-2 vote, the Vassar Student Association (VSA) passed a resolution calling for the support of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions[image: External link] movement and the boycott of Israel.[73][74]
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 Athletics




See also: List of college athletic programs in New York[image: External link]


Vassar, known athletically as the Brewers, competes in Division III[image: External link] of the NCAA[image: External link], as a member of the Liberty League[image: External link]. The nickname originates from the college's founder and namesake Matthew Vassar[image: External link], whose family ran a brewery[image: External link] in Poughkeepsie and would later amass a sizable fortune in the industry.

Vassar College currently offers the following varsity[image: External link] athletics[image: External link]: basketball[image: External link], baseball[image: External link], cross-country[image: External link], fencing[image: External link], field hockey[image: External link] (women only), golf[image: External link] (women only), lacrosse[image: External link], rowing[image: External link], rugby[image: External link], soccer[image: External link], squash[image: External link], swimming/diving, tennis, track[image: External link], and volleyball[image: External link]. Club sports include Ultimate[image: External link] (men's and women's), equestrian team (competes in IHSA[image: External link]), polo team ( USPA[image: External link]), cycling team (competes in ECCC[image: External link]), Quidditch[image: External link], and co-ed U.S. Figure Skating[image: External link] synchronized skating team.

Basketball plays in Vassar's new Athletics and Fitness Center. Volleyball plays in Kenyon Hall, reopened in 2006. Soccer, baseball, field hockey and lacrosse all play at the Prentiss Fields, which have been completely renovated in 2007 to feature a lighted turf, four grass fields, a baseball field and a track surrounding the turf. Also in 2007, a varsity weight room was opened in the basement of Kenyon Hall, exclusively for the training of varsity athletes.

In 2008, the Vassar men's volleyball team made the school's first appearance in a national championship game, beating UC Santa Cruz[image: External link] 3–0 in the semifinal before falling to Springfield in the championship game.[75]

In 2007, the Vassar cycling team hosted the Eastern Collegiate Cycling Championship in Poughkeepsie and New Paltz, New York. The competition included a 100-mile (160 km) road race over the Shawangunk Mountains in New Paltz as well as a Criterium in Poughkeepsie just blocks from the school's campus.[76]

In a controversial move, on November 5, 2009, the Athletics Department decided the men's and women's rowing[image: External link] team would transition over a two-year period from a varsity to a club sport as a cost-saving measure.[77]
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Main article: List of Vassar College people[image: External link]


Notable Vassar alumni include notable feminist and Classics scholar Elizabeth Hazleton Haight[image: External link] (1894), their first graduate of African ancestry Anita Florence Hemmings[image: External link] (1897), notable education and prison reform advocate Julia Tutwiler[image: External link], founder of the United Service Organizations (USO) Mary Ingraham[image: External link] (1908), artist Ruth Starr Rose[image: External link] (1910), poet Edna St. Vincent Millay[image: External link] (1917), computer pioneer Grace Hopper[image: External link] (1928), critic and novelist Mary McCarthy[image: External link] (1933), poet Elizabeth Bishop[image: External link] (1934), physician Beatrix Hamburg[image: External link] (1944), astrophysicist Vera Rubin[image: External link] (1948), Art Historian Linda Nochlin[image: External link] (1951), member of FORTRAN[image: External link] development team Lois Haibt[image: External link] (1955), politician and activist Frances Farenthold[image: External link], Zagat Survey co-founder Nina Zagat[image: External link] (1963), physician and National Institutes of Health director Bernadine P. Healy[image: External link] (1965), Nickelodeon President and Oxygen Media founder and CEO Geraldine Laybourne[image: External link] (1969), Emmy award-winning executive producer of Masterpiece on PBS Rebecca Eaton[image: External link] (1969), three-time Academy Award award winner actress Meryl Streep[image: External link] (1971), Pulitzer Prize-winning fiction writer Jane Smiley[image: External link] (1971), CBS News Chief White House Correspondent Chip Reid[image: External link] (1977), former World Bank CFO and Undersecretary of the Treasury for Domestic Finance Jeffrey Goldstein[image: External link] (1977), The New Yorker magazine science writer Michael Specter[image: External link] (1977), Cooper Union President Jamshed Bharucha[image: External link] (1978), MSNBC President Phil Griffin[image: External link] (1979), astrophysicist and MacArthur Award Fellow John Carlstrom[image: External link] (1981), President of Lawrence University of Wisconsin Mark Burstein[image: External link] (1984), actress Lisa Kudrow[image: External link] (1985), actress Hope Davis[image: External link] (1986), journalist Evan Wright[image: External link] (1988), ABC News Chief White House Correspondent Jonathan Karl[image: External link] (1990), physician and MacArthur Award Fellow Jeffrey Brenner[image: External link] (1990), writer-director Noah Baumbach[image: External link] (1991), film and television producer Jason Blum[image: External link] (1991), Flickr founder Caterina Fake[image: External link] (1991), Shine Limited CEO and Chairman Elisabeth Murdoch[image: External link] (1992), novelist Joe Hill[image: External link] (1995), Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and Wall Street Journal[image: External link] reporter Alexandra Berzon[image: External link] (2001), and screenwriter and director Jonás Cuarón[image: External link] (2005).

Notable attendees who did not graduate from Vassar include First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis[image: External link], Washington Post[image: External link] publisher Katharine Graham[image: External link], president of the Ford Foundation[image: External link] Susan Berresford[image: External link], actresses Jane Fonda[image: External link] and Anne Hathaway[image: External link], actor Justin Long[image: External link], member of the Beastie Boys[image: External link] Mike D[image: External link], musician Mark Ronson[image: External link], writer Curtis Sittenfeld[image: External link], and professional chef and television personality Anthony Bourdain[image: External link].

Notable Vassar faculty include pioneering female astronomer Maria Mitchell[image: External link], computer scientist Grace Hopper[image: External link], writer Paul Russell[image: External link], composer Richard Edward Wilson[image: External link], philosophers Uma Narayan[image: External link], Mitchell Miller[image: External link], and Bryan W. Van Norden[image: External link], political scientist Peter Stillman[image: External link], and writer Kiese Laymon[image: External link].
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 Presidents of Vassar College






	Name
	Dates



	Milo P. Jewett[image: External link]
	1861–1864



	John H. Raymond[image: External link]
	1864–1878



	Samuel L. Caldwell
	1878–1885



	James Monroe Taylor
	1886–1914



	Henry Noble MacCracken[image: External link]
	1915–1946



	Sarah Gibson Blanding[image: External link]
	1946–1964



	Alan Simpson
	1964–1977



	Virginia B. Smith[image: External link]
	1977–1986



	Frances D. Fergusson[image: External link]
	1986–2006



	Catharine Bond Hill[image: External link]
	2006–2016



	Jonathan L. Chenette (interim)
	2016–2017



	Elizabeth H. Bradley[image: External link]
	2017–
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Powerhouse Theater






The Powerhouse Theater (officially the Hallie Flanagan Davis Powerhouse Theater)[a] is a theater building on the campus of Vassar College in the town of Poughkeepsie, New York[image: External link], US. Originally built as a power station in 1912, it was renovated and repurposed as a theater in 1973. It hosts student productions as well as professional workshops and readings as part of the Vassar–New York Stage and Film[image: External link] Powerhouse Theater program each summer.
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 History




Vassar College, in the town of Poughkeepsie, New York[image: External link], transitioned to electrical lights from gas lighting[image: External link] in 1912, which necessitated the construction of a power station[image: External link].[2] The building was designed by Lord & Co. and constructed adjacent to the school's Main Building[image: External link], where it ran until 1954.[2][3] Thereafter, the college began buying its power from a nearby utility company.[4]

The old power house was renovated into the Powerhouse Theater in 1973 by Chicago architect Robertson Wood Jr.[3][4] A black box theater[image: External link] space, the Powerhouse was designed to allow the audience to occupy a third of the floor space, while the remaining two thirds were to be used as performance space. The building is officially named the Hallie Flanagan Davis Powerhouse Theater, in honor of Hallie Flanagan[image: External link] who in 1926 founded the Vassar Experimental Theater program. At the Powerhouse's opening, theater reviewer Brooks Atkinson[image: External link] spoke and several scenes from Flanagan's works were exhibited.[4] The Powerhouse's renovation was the only significant construction among the nearby cluster of former service buildings, known collectively as the "backyard", until the 1990s when the other backyard structures received their own renovations.[5]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Productions and programs




During the academic year, student-led productions presented by the Experimental Theater are presented in the Powerhouse.[6] During the summer months, the theater plays host to an eight-week professional theater development program, named the Powerhouse Theater after the eponymous structure in which many of the program's readings and performances take place. A collaboration between Vassar College and New York Stage and Film[image: External link] (NYSAF), the program offers theatermakers room to workshop and develop works of film and theater. The NYSAF Powerhouse Theater program was founded in 1984 by Max Mayer[image: External link], Leslie Urdang[image: External link], and Mark Linn-Baker[image: External link]. By 2009, it offered an apprenticeship program and had an annual budget of $900,000. Tickets for works presented at the Powerhouse Theater program are open to anyone but reviews, except by local papers, are banned.[7] Broadway shows first presented with the Powerhouse Theater program include 2016 Tony Award[image: External link] winners Hamilton[8] and The Humans[image: External link],[9] and 2016 Tony award nominee Bright Star[image: External link], which had won the 2016 Outer Critics Circle Award.[10][11]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ Some sources list the building's spelling of Theater as Theatre.[1]
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Thomas Kail






Thomas Kail (born January 20, 1978) is an American film and theatre director, known for directing the Off-Broadway and Broadway productions of Lin-Manuel Miranda's musicals In the Heights[1] and Hamilton, for which he received the Drama Desk Award and Tony Award for Best Director of a Musical.
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 Personal life




Kail grew up in Alexandria, Virginia[image: External link][2] and graduated from Sidwell Friends School[image: External link] in 1995 and subsequently from Wesleyan University[image: External link] in 1999.[3][4] He remains good friends with Lin-Manuel Miranda, whom he met and co-created the freestyle[image: External link] hip-hop[image: External link] group "Freestyle Love Supreme".[5][6]
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 Career




After graduating from Wesleyan University, Kail became assistant stage manager at New Jersey's American Stage Company.[7]

Kail directed the 24 Hour Plays benefit performances in 2007 and 2008, where "6 short plays are written, rehearsed, directed, and performed in 24 hours."[8] In 2007, he directed Julia Jordan's A Bus Stop Play, and Beau Willimon[image: External link]'s Zusammenbruch in 2008. Both shows played at the American Airlines Theatre[image: External link] on Broadway.[9]

Kail directed the hit Broadway musical[image: External link] In the Heights, which garnered him a Tony Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Direction of a Musical.[10] The musical premiered on Broadway, starting in previews[image: External link] on February 14, 2008, with an official opening on March 9, 2008, at the Richard Rodgers Theatre.[11]

Kail directed Broke-ology, which played from October 5, 2009, to November 22, 2009, at the Lincoln Center Theater[image: External link] Off-Broadway. This play garnered Kail an AUDELCO[image: External link] Award nomination for Best Director of a Dramatic Production.[12] Kail also staged the world premiere at the Williamstown Theatre Festival[image: External link].[13] Also in 2009, Kail directed the New York City Center[image: External link]'s Encores![image: External link] production of the musical The Wiz.[14][15][16]

Kail directed Eric Simonson[image: External link]'s play Lombardi[image: External link], based on Green Bay Packers[image: External link] coach Vince Lombardi[image: External link] through a week in the 1965 season, as he attempts to lead his team to the championship.[17][18][19] Lombardi officially premiered on Broadway at the Circle in the Square Theatre[image: External link] on October 21, 2010.[20]

He then directed the Off-Broadway run of Nathan Louis Jackson's When I Come to Die, which ran in January and February 2011.[13][21]

Kail reunited with Lombardi playwright Eric Simonson on Magic/Bird[image: External link], a new play chronicling the intertwined life stories of basketball Hall of Famers Larry Bird[image: External link] and Earvin "Magic" Johnson[image: External link]. The play premiered on Broadway at the Longacre Theatre[image: External link] on March 21, 2012, in previews, officially on April 11, 2012, and closed on May 12, 2012. Kail directed, with the cast that featured Kevin Daniels as "Magic" Johnson and Tug Coker as Larry Bird.[22]

Kail continued his collaboration with Lin-Manuel Miranda, directing the musical Hamilton in 2015, both Off-Broadway and on Broadway.[23]

Kail directed Grease: Live[image: External link] for Paramount Television[image: External link], screened live on Fox[image: External link] on Sunday January 31, 2016;[24] the world premiere of Dry Powder with Hank Azaria[image: External link], Claire Danes[image: External link], John Krasinski[image: External link] and Sanjit De Silva[image: External link] which ran March–May 2016 at The Public Theater in New York City;[25] and "Tiny Beautiful Things", also at The Public, in November–December 2016.
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	Critical Hours
	Director, Writer, Executive Producer
	Television pilot



	2008
	Roadtrip Nation[image: External link]
	Himself
	TV episode



	2009
	Storymakers
	Director
	TV episode



	In the Heights: Chasing Broadway Dreams
	Himself
	Episode of PBS' Great Performances



	The Electric Company[image: External link]
	Musical Director
	TV series



	2010
	The Oprah Winfrey Oscar Special
	Director
	Talk show episode



	2016
	Grease: Live[image: External link]
	Director
	Live TV special



	TBA
	Silver Wings[image: External link][26]
	Director
	Feature film
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result



	2007
	Outer Critics Circle Award
	Outstanding Director of a Musical
	In the Heights
	Nominated



	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Director of a Musical
	Nominated



	SDC Joseph A. Callaway Award
	Best Director
	Won



	2008
	Tony Award
	Best Director of a Musical
	Nominated



	2010
	AUDELCO Award
	Best Director of a Dramatic Production
	Broke-ology
	Nominated



	2011
	NAACP Award
	Best Director of a Musical
	In the Heights
	Won



	2011
	AUDELCO Award
	Best Director of a Dramatic Production
	When I Come To Die
	Nominated



	2014
	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Director of a Play
	Family Furniture
	Nominated



	2015
	Lucille Lortel Award
	Outstanding Director
	Hamilton
	Won



	Outer Critics Circle Award
	Outstanding Director of a Musical
	Nominated



	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Director of a Musical
	Won



	2016
	Tony Award[image: External link]
	Best Direction of a Musical
	Won



	Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Special Class Program[image: External link]
	Grease: Live[image: External link]
	Won



	Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Directing for a Variety Special[image: External link]
	Won
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Alex Lacamoire






Alex Lacamoire (born May 24, 1975) is an American musician of Cuban descent, arranger[image: External link], conductor[image: External link], musical director[image: External link], music copyist[image: External link], and orchestrator[image: External link] who has worked on many shows both on and off Broadway. Lacamoire was the musical director and orchestrator, and is currently the music supervisor, of Lin-Manuel Miranda's Hamilton.[1]
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 Background




Lacamoire was born in Los Angeles, California[image: External link], and began to play piano[image: External link] at age four. He and his family moved to Miami[image: External link], Florida when he was 9. He entered Southwood Middle School[image: External link], a school known for its fine arts[image: External link] program, and went on to New World School of the Arts[image: External link]. He then attended Berklee College of Music[image: External link], graduating in 1995 with the highest GPA in the class (3.97). At Berklee he studied Jazz[image: External link], Arranging[image: External link], and Film Scoring[image: External link].[2]
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 Career




Lacamoire's early Broadway credits as Music Director, Arranger, and/or Orchestrator include: Bat Boy: The Musical[image: External link] (for which he also served as Musical Director of the 2001 Original Cast Recording); the 2001 National Tour of Godspell[image: External link]; Stephen Schwartz's[image: External link] Captain Louie[image: External link] (for which he also orchestrated the 2005 original cast recording); and Legally Blonde[image: External link]. He also conducted the cast recording of the 2000 touring cast of Godspell.[3] Lacamoire was also the Music Director of Wicked[image: External link] in 2005, and Music Supervisor[image: External link] for the musical High Fidelity[image: External link] in 2006, as well as assisting with the orchestrations for that show.

In 2007, Alex Lacamoire earned a Drama Desk Award nomination for Outstanding Orchestrations as Music Director for the Off Broadway production of Lin-Manuel Miranda's In the Heights. Following its successful Off Broadway run, In The Heights transferred to the Richard Rodgers Theatre on Broadway. Lacamoire, along with Bill Sherman[image: External link], won the 2008 Tony Award for Best Orchestrations and the 2009 Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater Album for their combined work on In The Heights.[4]

In 2012, Lacamoire and Tom Kitt were the Co-Orchestrators of Bring It On the Musical[image: External link]—another collaboration with Lin-Manuel Miranda—for which Lacamoire also served as Music Supervisor and Arranger. Additionally, Lacamoire wrote the dance arrangements for the 2012 Broadway revival of Annie.

Alex Lacamoire was the Music Director, Orchestrator, and Conductor for the Broadway Production of Hamilton at the Richard Rodgers Theatre[image: External link]—continuing in the roles he held during the show's Off-Broadway production at The Public Theater—as well as the Co-Arranger (along with Lin-Manuel Miranda) of the show's score. In late 2016 Lacamoire transitioned to the role of music supervisor, ending his stint of conducting each show, and instead supervising the music at all of the different productions. [5] Lacamoire won his second Antoinette Perry Award for Excellence in Theatre for Best Orchestrations in 2016 for the Broadway production of Hamilton.

The show's Original Broadway Cast Recording was released digitally on September 25, 2015, and by Atlantic Records as a two-disc set on October 25, 2015.[6] It won a Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater Album in 2016, earning Lacamoire his second Grammy as a record producer.

Lacamoire is a regular participant in the well-received Ham4Ham performances which have taken place outside the Richard Rodgers[image: External link] Theatre on days when there are both matinee and evening performances of Hamilton.[7][8]

Lacamoire is the Music Supervisor of Dear Evan Hansen and will be the Music Director of Carmen Jones[image: External link], an upcoming Cuban adaptation of George Bizet's Carmen[image: External link]; for the Cuban-American Lacamoire, the latter entails channeling music that’s “in my blood.”[9]
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result



	2007
	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Orchestrations
	In the Heights[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2008
	Tony Award[image: External link]
	Best Orchestrations
	Won



	2009
	Grammy Award[image: External link]
	Best Musical Theater Album
	Won



	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Orchestrations
	9 to 5[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2010
	Grammy Award[image: External link]
	Best Musical Theater Album
	Nominated



	2015
	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Orchestrations
	Hamilton
	Nominated



	2016
	Grammy Award[image: External link]
	Best Musical Theater Album
	Won



	Tony Award[image: External link]
	Best Orchestrations
	Won



	2017
	Tony Award[image: External link]
	Best Orchestrations
	Dear Evan Hansen
	Won
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Christopher Jackson (actor)






Christopher Neal Jackson (born September 30, 1975) is an American actor, singer, musician, and composer best known for his roles in Broadway theatre. Specifically, Jackson is known for starring alongside Lin-Manuel Miranda in the Miranda's original productions of In The Heights[image: External link] in 2008 and Hamilton in 2015, the latter of which earned Jackson a Tony Award for Best Featured Actor in a Musical nomination for his role as George Washington.
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Jackson attended the American Musical and Dramatic Academy[image: External link].[4]
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 Career




In 2015, Jackson originated the role of President George Washington in the musical Hamilton on Broadway.[5][6] He was nominated for a Tony Award and concluded his run on November 13, 2016.[7] Jackson has previously performed on Broadway in In the Heights, Bronx Bombers[image: External link], After Midnight[image: External link], The Lion King[image: External link],[8] Holler If Ya Hear Me[image: External link],[9] and Memphis.[10]

For the 2016-2017 season, Jackson plays Chunk Palmer in the CBS courtroom drama Bull[image: External link].[11] Jackson's film and TV work includes Moana[image: External link], Tracers[image: External link], The Good Wife[image: External link], Person of Interest[image: External link], A Gifted Man[image: External link], and Nurse Jackie[image: External link].[12] Jackson is also a member of hip-hop[image: External link] group Freestyle Love Supreme.[13][14] He has been nominated for three Emmy Awards for composing music and lyrics for television; he won the “Outstanding Original Song” Emmy Award in 2011 for his lyrics to “What I Am,” which he co-wrote for Sesame Street[image: External link] with Bill Sherman.[15]
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Before the first run-through of the Off-Broadway production of In the Heights, Jackson learned that his son had been diagnosed with autism[image: External link].[16] Jackson and his wife, Veronica Vazquez-Jackson, are advocates for the organization Autism Speaks; they have one son and one daughter.[13] Jackson is 6'3" tall.[17]
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Time and the Wind, off-Broadway, 1996

	
Bobo's, off-Broadway, 1996

	
The Lion King[image: External link], Featured soloist/Simba (u/s), Broadway, 1997-2000

	
The Lion King[image: External link], Simba, Broadway, 2000-02

	
The Lion King[image: External link], Ensemble, US tour, 2003-04

	
Beggar's Holiday[image: External link], Happy Mac, California, 2004

	
Candide[image: External link], Ensemble, New York City Opera[image: External link], 2005

	
Patience[image: External link], Duke of Dunstable, New York City Opera[image: External link], 2005

	
Comfortable Shoes, Clay Harris, Chicago, 2004

	
In the Heights, Benny, off-Broadway, 2007

	
In the Heights, Benny, Broadway, 2008-09

	
Memphis, Delray, Broadway, 2010

	
In the Heights, Benny, Broadway, 2010-11

	
Lonely, I'm Not, off-Broadway, 2011

	
Cotton Club Parade, Encores![image: External link], 2012

	
The Jammer, Charlie Heartbreak, off-Broadway, 2012

	
After Midnight[image: External link], Special Guest Star, Broadway, 2013

	
Bronx Bombers[image: External link], Bobby Sturges/Derek Jeter, off-Broadway, 2013

	
Bronx Bombers[image: External link], Bobby Sturges/Derek Jeter, Broadway, 2014

	
Holler if Ya Hear Me[image: External link], Vertus, Broadway 2014

	
Hamilton, George Washington, off-Broadway, 2015

	
Hamilton, George Washington, Broadway, 2015-2016






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film






	
You'll Be a Man..., documentary, 2012 (composer)

	
Broken Aster, short film, 2013 (composer)

	
Tracers[image: External link], Lonnie, 2015

	
Moana[image: External link], Chief Tui (singing voice), 2016
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Oz[image: External link], Perry Loftus, 5 episodes, 2003

	
The Electric Company[image: External link], 2009 (music director)

	
Gossip Girl[image: External link], 1 episode, 2009

	
Nurse Jackie[image: External link], Trey, 1 episode, 2010

	
White Collar[image: External link], Nico, 1 episode, 2010

	
Sesame Street[image: External link], 2010-14 (composer)

	
A Gifted Man[image: External link], Rafael Douglas, 1 episode, 2011

	
Person of Interest[image: External link], Farrow, 1 episode, 2014

	
The Good Wife[image: External link], Michael Wood, 1 episode, 2014

	
Bull[image: External link], Chunk Palmer, 2016–present
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In The Heights, 2009

	
In the Name of Love, 2011

	
Hamilton, 2015

	
Moana[image: External link], 2016
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result



	2004
	BATC Award
	Best Actor
	Beggar's Holiday[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2006
	Joseph Jefferson Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	Comfortable Shoes
	Won



	Black Theater Alliance Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	Nominated



	2007
	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Ensemble Performance
	In the Heights
	Won



	2011
	Daytime Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Original Song for A Children's Series
	Sesame Street[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Won



	2014
	Nominated



	2016
	Tony Award[image: External link]
	Best Featured Actor in a Musical
	Hamilton
	Nominated



	Grammy Award[image: External link]
	Best Musical Theater Album
	Won



	Broadway.com Audience Award
	Favorite Featured Actor in a Musical
	Nominated
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Brian d'Arcy James






Brian d'Arcy James (born June 29, 1968) is an American actor and musician.
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The actor's middle name by birth is d'Arcy. As there was another actor named Brian James in Equity[image: External link], he uses his full name as his professional name. He graduated from Northwestern University's School of Communication. He received a nomination for the Tony Award for Best Featured Actor in a Musical in 2002 for his portrayal of Sidney Falco in Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link], co-starring John Lithgow[image: External link]. He received an Obie Award for his performance in the one-man play The Good Thief by Conor McPherson[image: External link].

Additional Broadway credits include playing Frederick Barrett in Titanic[image: External link], Lincoln Center[image: External link]'s Carousel[image: External link], and Blood Brothers[image: External link]. Off-Broadway credits include Andrew Lippa[image: External link]'s The Wild Party[image: External link] in 2000 opposite Julia Murney[image: External link] and Idina Menzel[image: External link] for which he received a Drama Desk Award nomination, as well as Adam Guettel's Floyd Collins[image: External link] and the Gershwins' Pardon My English[image: External link]. He appeared in Martin McDonagh[image: External link]'s The Lieutenant of Inishmore[image: External link] on Broadway, replaced Norbert Leo Butz[image: External link] in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link], and starred in The Apple Tree[image: External link] opposite Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link]. In 2004, he released a Christmas album titled From Christmas Eve to Christmas Morn. He was the Broadway version of Bob Wallace, whose character was originated by Bing Crosby[image: External link], in White Christmas[image: External link] in 2004. He played the role of Dan Goodman in the new musical Next to Normal Off-Broadway at Second Stage Theatre[image: External link] in 2008.[1][2] He then starred opposite Sutton Foster[image: External link] and Christopher Sieber[image: External link] as the title character[image: External link] in Shrek the Musical[image: External link]. The show began previews on Broadway November 8, 2008 and opened on December 14 at The Broadway Theatre[image: External link] after a tryout in Seattle.[3] For this role he won the Outer Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Actor in a Musical and the Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Actor in a Musical.[4][5] He was also nominated for the Tony Award for Best Leading Actor in a Musical[image: External link] for his portrayal.[6] He departed the cast after one year in the role and was replaced by Ben Crawford.[7]

James starred in the Broadway play Time Stands Still[image: External link], which began preview performances on January 5, 2010 and officially opened on January 25 at the Samuel J. Friedman Theatre[image: External link].[8] The show ended its limited run on March 27, 2010.[9] For this role he won the broadway.com Audience Award for Favorite Featured Actor in a Play.[10][11] He reprised the role of Dan Goodman in the Broadway company of Next to Normal at the Booth Theatre[image: External link]. He replaced J. Robert Spencer[image: External link] beginning May 17, 2010.[12] James ended his limited engagement on July 18, 2010 and was replaced by Jason Danieley[image: External link].[13]

On July 19, 2010 James performed in front of President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama[image: External link] at A Broadway Celebration: In Performance at the White House, which also aired on PBS October 20, 2010.[14] He returned to Time Stands Still[image: External link] when the show returned to Broadway. It closed on January 30, 2011.[15]

James was part of the cast of the NBC[image: External link] musical series Smash[image: External link], playing Frank, who was the husband of Debra Messing[image: External link]'s character.[16] NBC officially picked up Smash as a series on May 11, 2011.[17] The program made its series premiere on February 6, 2012.[18] He did not return to the show as a series regular for its second and final season.[19][20] James starred in Torstein Blixfjord[image: External link]'s 2012 short film Bird In A Box.[21]

He co-hosted the 57th Drama Desk Awards with Brooke Shields[image: External link] on June 3, 2012.[22]

James starred as Bick in the new musical, Giant[image: External link], which ran at the Public Theater[image: External link] from October 26 - December 16, 2012.[23][24] For this role James received a nomination for Best Actor in a Musical at the Drama Desk Awards and Drama League Award for Distinguished Performance.[25][26]

He also performed at the 29th birthday celebration of the New York Pops[image: External link], which was a celebration called "Journey On", celebrating the work of Stephen Flaherty[image: External link] and Lynn Ahrens[image: External link]. He performed "Wheels of a Dream" from Ragtime with Andrew Rannells, Rebecca Luker[image: External link], Liz Callaway[image: External link], Kevin Chamberlin[image: External link], Jason Danieley[image: External link], Boyd Gaines[image: External link], Lewis Grosso, Norm Lewis[image: External link], Kecia Lewis-Evans, Darlene Love[image: External link], Marin Mazzie[image: External link], Tiler Peck[image: External link], Nikki M. James[image: External link], Rachel York[image: External link], and LaChanze[image: External link], along with Flaherty and Ahrens.[27]

He played Banquo in the Lincoln Center Theater[image: External link] production of Macbeth[image: External link], which began previews in October 2013 and officially opened at the Vivian Beaumont Theatre[image: External link] in November 2013.[28] He starred as the original King George III[image: External link] in the off-Broadway production of the acclaimed musical Hamilton, with previews starting January 20, 2015 and officially opening on February 17. Actor Jonathan Groff replaced James in the off-Broadway run on March 3, 2015.[29]

He starred in the Broadway musical Something Rotten![image: External link], which opened in previews at the St. James Theatre[image: External link] on March 23, 2015, and officially on April 22,[30] for which he received his third Tony nomination. James played Matt Carroll in the 2015 film Spotlight[image: External link]. In March 2016, James was cast in the CBS pilot, Superior Donuts,[31] but his role was recast after the show went through some retooling.[32] He reprised his role as King George III in the Broadway production of Hamilton for a limited engagement that began on April 13, 2017.[33]

In 2017, he portrayed Andy Baker in the critically acclaimed Netflix drama series, 13 Reasons Why[image: External link].[34]
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 Personal life




James was born in Saginaw, Michigan[image: External link], the son of Mary (née Kelly), a seller of children's books, and Thomas F. James (deceased), a lawyer.[35] His maternal grandfather was Harry Kelly[image: External link], a former Governor of Michigan[image: External link].[36] His uncle, Brian Kelly[image: External link], was an actor featured in the series Flipper[image: External link] and a producer of the movie Blade Runner[image: External link]. He has three siblings: brother Andrew, a portfolio manager; sister Kate, an actress and writer; and sister Anne (Noonan), an actress and teacher.[37]

Brian is married to Jennifer Prescott, whom he met when both performed in a Lincoln Center[image: External link] production, and together they have a daughter, Grace.[37]
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	Year
	Show
	Role
	Notes



	1993
	Blood Brothers[image: External link]
	Ensemble
	Broadway



	1994
	Carousel[image: External link]
	Various Characters
	Broadway



	Public Enemy
	Davey Boyd
	Off-Broadway



	1995
	Follies[image: External link]
	Young Buddy
	Regional



	1996
	Floyd Collins[image: External link]
	Clif Roney/Reporter
	Off-Broadway



	1997–98
	Titanic[image: External link]
	Frederick Barrett[image: External link]
	Broadway



	1998
	Chess[image: External link]
	Anatoly
	NY Concert



	Kelly[image: External link]
	Kelly
	Off-Off-Broadway



	2000
	The Wild Party[image: External link]
	Burrs
	Off-Broadway



	2001
	The Good Thief
	Man
	Off-Broadway



	2002
	Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link]
	Sidney
	Broadway



	2003
	Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link]
	Freddie
	Reading



	Harmony
	Performer
	Regional



	2004
	Pardon My English[image: External link]
	Gob Schmidt
	Off-Broadway



	White Christmas[image: External link]
	Bob Wallace
	Regional



	2005
	Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link]
	Freddie
	Broadway



	Children and Art
	Performer
	Broadway



	Flight
	Reporter
	Off-Broadway



	White Christmas[image: External link]
	Bob Wallace
	Boston



	The Apple Tree[image: External link]
	Adam[image: External link]/Sanjar/Flip
	Encores!



	2006
	The Lieutenant of Inishmore[image: External link]
	Brendan
	Off-Broadway



	Broadway



	Young Frankenstein[image: External link]
	Frederick Frankenstein
	Workshop



	2006–07
	The Apple Tree[image: External link]
	Adam[image: External link]/Sanjar/Flip
	Broadway



	2007
	White Christmas[image: External link]
	Bob Wallace
	Boston



	2008
	Next to Normal
	Dan Goodman
	Off-Broadway



	Port Authority[image: External link]
	Dermont
	Off-Broadway



	2008–09
	Shrek the Musical[image: External link]
	Shrek[image: External link]
	Broadway



	2010
	Next to Normal
	Dan Goodman
	Broadway



	2010–11
	Time Stands Still[image: External link]
	James Dodd
	Broadway



	2012
	Giant[image: External link]
	Bick
	Off-Broadway



	2013–14
	Macbeth[image: External link]
	Banquo[image: External link]
	Broadway



	2015
	Hamilton
	King George III
	Off-Broadway



	2015–16
	Something Rotten![image: External link]
	Nick Bottom
	Broadway



	2017
	Hamilton
	King George III
	Broadway
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Something Rotten![image: External link] [Original Broadway Cast]

	
Shrek the Musical[image: External link] [Original Broadway Cast]

	
White Christmas[image: External link] [Original Cast]

	
Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link] [Original Broadway Cast]

	
The Wild Party[image: External link] [Original Off-Broadway Cast]

	
Titanic[image: External link] [Original Broadway Cast]

	
Dream True [World Premiere Cast]

	
Brownstone[image: External link] [Studio Cast]

	
The Stephen Schwartz Album[image: External link] [Studio Cast]

	
Myths and Hymns[image: External link] [Off-Broadway Original Cast]

	
Violet[image: External link] [Off-Broadway Original Cast]

	
Far From the Madding Crowd[image: External link] [Studio Cast]

	
The Civil War[image: External link] [Studio Cast]

	
The Stephen Sondheim Album [Studio Cast]

	
Floyd Collins[image: External link] [Original Cast]

	
Carousel[image: External link] [Revival Cast]
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From Christmas Eve to Christmas Morn (debut solo album)

	
Michigan Christmas (single)
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The Maury Yeston Compilation[image: External link] (featured artist)

	
Jonathan Franzen's How to Be Alone[image: External link] (featured artist)

	
Elegies for Angels, Punks and Raging Queens New York (featured artist)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film






	Year
	Show
	Role
	Notes



	1997
	Sax and Violins
	
	



	1999
	Exiled
	Brinkley
	



	2002
	G[image: External link]
	Lloyd
	



	2004
	Neurotica
	Andrew
	



	2008
	Ghost Town[image: External link]
	Irish Eddie
	



	2011
	Friends with Kids[image: External link]
	Husband in Restaurant
	



	2012
	The Fitzgerald Family Christmas[image: External link]
	Skippy
	



	Bird in a Box
	Walter
	



	2013
	Admission[image: External link]
	Billy Flynn
	



	Shrek the Musical[image: External link]
	Shrek
	Filmed stage production



	2014
	Time Out of Mind[image: External link]
	Mark
	



	2015
	Spotlight[image: External link]
	Matty Carroll
	



	Sisters[image: External link]
	Jerry
	



	2017
	Rebel in the Rye[image: External link]
	Giroux
	



	The Silent Man[image: External link]
	Robert Kunzel
	In post-production



	Molly's Game[image: External link]
	
	In post-production
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	Year
	Show
	Role
	Notes



	1997
	The City[image: External link]
	Mark/Ned Ashton
	2 episodes



	2001
	The Education of Max Bickford[image: External link]
	Barry Sheppard/Gary
	2 episodes



	2002
	Monday Night Mayhem[image: External link]
	Al Michaels[image: External link]
	Television film



	2006
	Rescue Me[image: External link]
	Veterinarian
	Episode: "Discovery"



	2011
	Person of Interest[image: External link]
	Wheeler
	Episode: " Pilot[image: External link]"



	2012
	Game Change[image: External link]
	Ted Frank
	Television film



	The Big C[image: External link]
	Tim
	3 episodes



	2012–13
	Smash[image: External link]
	Frank Houston
	18 episodes



	2013
	It Could Be Worse
	Happy
	Episode: "I Forgive You!"



	The Good Wife[image: External link]
	Detective Nolan
	Episode: "Rape: A Modern Perspective"



	Ironside[image: External link]
	Bill Broughton
	Episode: "Pilot"



	2014
	Submissions Only[image: External link]
	Read Whatley
	Episode: "Petit Sweet Ending with N"



	Law and Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link]
	Adam Brubeck
	Episode: "Producer's Backend"



	Hoke
	Henry Hickey
	Pilot



	The Funtastix
	Andrew
	Pilot



	2015
	Mozart in the Jungle[image: External link]
	Beethoven
	Episode: "Amusia"



	2016
	Superior Donuts
	Arthur
	Pilot



	2017
	13 Reasons Why[image: External link]
	Andy Baker
	10 episodes
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 Video games





	
Medal of Honor: Rising Sun[image: External link], Davis/Pvt. Brooks (2003)
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominated Work
	Result



	2000
	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Actor in a Musical
	The Wild Party[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2001
	Outstanding Solo Performance[image: External link]
	The Good Thief
	Nominated



	2002
	Tony Award[image: External link]
	Best Featured Actor in a Musical
	Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Drama Desk Award
	Best Featured Actor in a Musical
	Nominated



	2006
	Broadway.com Audience Award
	Best Featured Actor in a Play
	The Lieutenant of Inishmore[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2007
	Best Onstage Pair (w/ Kristin Chenoweth[image: External link]
	The Apple Tree[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2008
	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Actor in a Musical
	Port Authority[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2009
	Outstanding Actor in a Musical
	Shrek the Musical[image: External link]
	Won



	Tony Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Musical
	Nominated



	Outer Critics Circle Award
	Best Actor in a Musical
	Won



	Drama League Award
	Distinguished Performance
	Nominated



	Broadway.com Audience Award
	Favorite Actor in a Musical
	Nominated



	Favorite Onstage Pair (w/ Daniel Breaker)
	Nominated



	Favorite Onstage Pair (w/ Sutton Foster[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2010
	Broadway.com Audience Award
	Favorite Actor in a Musical
	Time Stands Still[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Favorite Replacement
	Next to Normal
	Nominated



	2012
	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Actor in a Musical
	Giant[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2015
	Outstanding Actor in a Musical
	Something Rotten![image: External link]
	Nominated



	Tony Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Musical
	Nominated



	Outer Critics Circle Award
	Best Actor in a Musical
	Nominated



	Drama League Award
	Distinguished Performance
	Nominated



	Broadway.com Audience Award
	Favorite Actor in a Musical
	Nominated



	Lucille Lortel Award
	Best Featured Actor in a Musical
	Hamilton
	Nominated



	Gotham Award[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble Performance
	Spotlight[image: External link]
	Won



	Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link]
	Robert Altman Award
	Won



	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Won



	Boston Online Film Critics Association Awards
	Best Ensemble
	Won



	Boston Society of Film Critics[image: External link]
	Best Cast
	Won



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble[image: External link]
	Won



	Detroit Film Critics Society Award[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble
	Won



	Las Vegas Film Critics Society
	Won



	New York Film Critics Online Award[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble Cast
	Won



	Phoenix Film Critics Society Award
	Best Acting Ensemble
	Won



	San Diego Film Critics Society Award[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble
	Nominated



	Southeastern Film Critics Award
	Won



	Florida Film Critics Circle[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble[image: External link]
	Won



	Nevada Film Critics Society Award
	Best Ensemble Cast
	Won



	2016
	Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Won



	Critics' Choice Movie Award[image: External link]
	Best Acting Ensemble[image: External link]
	Won



	Alliance of Women Film Journalists[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble Cast
	Won



	Central Ohio Film Critics Association
	Best Ensemble
	Won



	Georgia Film Critics Association
	Best Ensemble
	Won



	Grammy Award[image: External link]
	Best Musical Theater Album
	Something Rotten![image: External link]
	Nominated
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Jonathan Groff






Jonathan Drew Groff (born March 26, 1985) is an American actor and singer.

Groff rose to prominence in 2006 for his performance in the lead role of Melchior Gabor in the original Broadway production of Spring Awakening, for which he was nominated for the Tony Award for Best Actor in a Musical. He returned to Broadway in 2015 to play the role of King George III in Hamilton, a performance for which he earned a nomination for the Tony Award for Best Featured Actor in a Musical. He also appeared on the cast recording, which won the Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater Album.

Groff is also known for his many television appearances, starring as Ian Todd in the Starz[image: External link] political drama Boss[image: External link] and as Patrick Murray in the HBO[image: External link] comedy-drama series Looking[image: External link]. He also received critical acclaim for his recurring role of Jesse St. James[image: External link] in the Fox[image: External link] musical-comedy series Glee[image: External link]. He also voiced the role of Kristoff[image: External link] in Walt Disney Animation Studios[image: External link]' 2013 film Frozen[image: External link].
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 Early life




Groff was born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania[image: External link], the son of Julie (née Witmer), a physical education[image: External link] teacher, and Jim Groff, a harness horse trainer and driver. He has one older brother, David, and is a first cousin of singer James Wolpert[image: External link],[1] Groff was raised in Ronks, Pennsylvania[image: External link].[2] His father's family is Mennonite[image: External link]; of his upbringing, he has said: "My mother's side of the family is Methodist, which is how I was raised. It was conservative in that I had strong values – sitting down and eating with the family every day, listening to authority and going to church every week and having perfect attendance at Sunday school. But at the same time, my parents always encouraged my brother and me to be happy with what we were doing. My parents were athletes in high school; my mom and my dad were the stars of the basketball team, but they never pushed my brother and me to be anything we didn't want to be."[3]

He graduated from Conestoga Valley High School[image: External link] in 2003 and intended to attend Carnegie Mellon University[image: External link], but deferred his admission for a year when he was cast as Rolf in a non- Equity[image: External link] national tour of The Sound of Music[image: External link]. After the tour, Groff realized he would "never be able to pay off [his] college loans" and decided to move to New York City[image: External link] instead.[4] While still living in Lancaster, Groff performed at the Fulton Opera House[image: External link] (in The Sound of Music, Ragtime, Evita, My Fair Lady[image: External link], Peter Pan[image: External link], The Pirates of Penzance, and Rags[image: External link]) and the Ephrata[image: External link] Performing Arts Center (in Bat Boy: The Musical[image: External link] and Honk![image: External link]).[5]
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 Career




Groff earned his Actors' Equity Association[image: External link] card in 2005, with the musical Fame[image: External link] at the North Shore Music Theatre[image: External link]. That same year, he made his Broadway debut as an understudy[image: External link] for the lead role and a swing[image: External link] for the musical In My Life by Joseph Brooks[image: External link].[6] Groff originated the role of Melchior Gabor in the Broadway production of the rock musical Spring Awakening. He played the role from its debut on December 10, 2006, through May 18, 2008, when he departed the production with Lea Michele[image: External link]. He had previously played the role in the original Off-Broadway production earlier in the summer of 2006.[7] Groff was nominated for a Drama Desk Award and a Tony Award for Best Leading Actor in a Musical[image: External link] for his performance.

He played the recurring role of Henry Mackler[image: External link] on the ABC[image: External link] soap opera One Life to Live[image: External link]. His storyline about a school shooting was cut due to the Virginia Tech shooting[image: External link] in April 2007, and Groff only appeared in 11 episodes.[8] From July 22 through August 31, 2008, Groff played as Claude in the Shakespeare in the Park[image: External link] production of Hair[image: External link]. He also appeared as Michael Lang[image: External link] in Ang Lee[image: External link]'s comedy-drama film Taking Woodstock[image: External link]. Groff next appeared in the Off-Broadway production of the play Prayer for My Enemy by Craig Lucas[image: External link]. In August 2009, Groff performed in The Bacchae[image: External link] as Dionysus[image: External link], as a part of the Public Theater's Shakespeare in the Park[image: External link].

In 2010, he guest-starred in eight episodes of the Fox[image: External link] musical comedy-drama Glee[image: External link] as Jesse St. James[image: External link].[9] Groff continued to guest star as the character in subsequent seasons, including the final episode of the series.[10] In August 2010, he made his West End debut in Deathtrap[image: External link], at the Noël Coward Theatre[image: External link], directed by Matthew Warchus[image: External link].[11]

From August to October 2012, Groff appeared as Ian Todd in the second and final season of the Starz[image: External link] series Boss[image: External link].[12] Groff then portrayed Ken in the Center Theatre Group[image: External link]'s production of the play Red[image: External link], alongside Alfred Molina[image: External link]. The show ran from August 1 through September 9, 2012.[13] In March 2013, Groff and Molina reprised their roles for six more performances of the play, this time in the L.A. Theatre Works[image: External link]. These performances were recorded for broadcast on radio.[14]

In 2013, Groff voiced one of the lead roles in Disney[image: External link]'s animated feature Frozen[image: External link]. His character, Kristoff[image: External link], is a rugged mountain man and ice trader[image: External link]. The film premiered on November 19, 2013.[15][16] Following the film's massive commercial success and its ranking as the highest-grossing animated film of all time[image: External link], the sixth highest-grossing film of all time[image: External link], and the highest-grossing film of 2013[image: External link], Groff reprised his role in the short film sequel Frozen Fever[image: External link], which premiered on March 13, 2015.[17]

Groff starred as Patrick Murray, a gay video game developer, in HBO[image: External link]'s comedy-drama[image: External link] series Looking[image: External link].[18][19] On March 23, 2015, HBO cancelled Looking after its second season but greenlit a television film to conclude the story.[20] In April 2013, Groff joined another HBO production, playing Craig Donner in the film adaptation[image: External link] of Larry Kramer[image: External link]'s play The Normal Heart[image: External link].[21] He returned to the London stage on May 19, 2015, to star in a one-night-only concert of the musical How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying[image: External link], at the Royal Festival Hall[image: External link].[22]

Groff starred in a production of the musical A New Brain[image: External link], presented as part of the New York City Center[image: External link]'s Encores![image: External link] Off-Center staged concert series. The show was directed by James Lapine[image: External link] and took place from June 24 through June 27, 2015.[23] On March 3, 2015, he joined the cast of the musical Hamilton, replacing Brian d'Arcy James in the role of King George III. He held the role for the remainder of the show's Off-Broadway production, through May 3, 2015.[24] He reprised the role in the Broadway production, which started performances July 13, 2015.[25] Groff, along with the rest of the cast, won a Grammy Award[image: External link] for Best Musical Theater Album for appearing as a featured performer on the original Broadway cast recording. He was also nominated for the Tony Award for Best Featured Actor in a Musical.

In March 2016, it was reported that Groff would star in the Netflix[image: External link] series Mindhunter[image: External link], executive produced by David Fincher[image: External link] and Charlize Theron[image: External link]. He is set to portray FBI[image: External link] agent Holden Ford, a serial killer investigator in the Behavioral Science Unit[image: External link].[26]
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Groff had skin cancer[image: External link] in his early 20s.[27]

Groff publicly came out as gay[image: External link] in October 2009 during the National Equality March in Washington.[28]

An advocate for the LGBT[image: External link] community, Groff was listed in Out Magazine[image: External link]'s OUT100 as one of the 100 most compelling LGBT people in 2013 and again in 2014, this time alongside Murray Bartlett[image: External link] and Russell Tovey[image: External link], his fellow out co-stars in Looking[image: External link].[29][30] Also in 2014, he was named a Grand Marshal of the New York City Pride Parade[image: External link], alongside actress Laverne Cox[image: External link] and National LGBTQ Task Force[image: External link] executive director Rea Carey[image: External link].[31]

In April 2015, Groff was honored by the Point Foundation[image: External link] with the Point Horizon Award, which "recognizes a young trailblazer who has taken a leadership role as an advocate of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer community."[32] In December 2015, he was honored by Equality Pennsylvania[image: External link] with the Bayard Rustin[image: External link] Award, which "recognizes a Pennsylvanian who is continuing the work to ensure that the LGBT community will be visible, accepted, and celebrated in our society."[33]
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Main article: Jonathan Groff on screen and stage[image: External link]
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	Cast recordings




	2006: Spring Awakening (Original Broadway Cast Recording)


	2010: Glee: The Music, The Power of Madonna[image: External link]


	2010: Glee: The Music, Volume 3 Showstoppers[image: External link]


	2010: Glee: The Music, Journey to Regionals[image: External link]


	2011: Glee: The Music, Volume 6[image: External link]


	2013: Frozen (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]


	2015: Hamilton (Original Broadway Cast Recording)


	2016: A New Brain (2015 New York Cast Recording)[image: External link]





	Other recordings




	2007: "Now" from Dreaming Wide Awake: The Music of Scott Alan[34]


	2015: "Prayer" from A View of the River: 7 Songs by Will Van Dyke & Jeff Talbott[35]


	2015: "Making Today a Perfect Day[image: External link]" from Frozen Fever[image: External link]





	Audiobooks




	2008: Broadway Nights by Seth Rudetsky[image: External link][36]


	2013: Red by John Logan[image: External link][37]


	2015: Frozen Fever by VA[38]





	Featured singles





	Year
	Title
	Peak chart positions
	Album



	US[image: External link]

[39]
	AUS[image: External link]

[40]
	CAN[image: External link]

[41]
	IRE[image: External link]

[42]
	UK[image: External link]

[43]



	2010
	"Highway to Hell[image: External link]"
	—
	—
	88
	—
	89
	Glee: The Music, The Complete Season One



	"Run Joey Run[image: External link]"
	61
	64
	45
	12
	27



	"Another One Bites the Dust[image: External link]"
	79
	—
	53
	41
	101



	"Bohemian Rhapsody[image: External link]"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—



	" Hello[image: External link]"
	35
	79
	37
	31
	35
	Glee: The Music, Volume 3 Showstoppers



	"Total Eclipse of the Heart[image: External link]"
	16
	28
	17
	3
	9



	"Like a Virgin[image: External link]"
	87
	99
	83
	47
	58
	Glee: The Music, The Power of Madonna



	"Like a Prayer"[image: External link]
	27
	28
	27
	2
	16



	2011
	"Rolling in the Deep[image: External link]"
	29
	—
	—
	—
	49
	Glee: The Music, Volume 6



	"—" denotes a recording that did not chart or was not released in the region
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result



	2007
	Tony Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Musical
	Spring Awakening
	Nominated



	Drama Desk Award
	Outstanding Actor in a Musical
	Nominated



	Drama League Award
	Distinguished Performance
	Nominated



	Theatre World Award
	Outstanding Debut Performance
	Won



	Broadway.com Audience Choice Award
	Favorite Leading Actor in a Broadway Musical
	Won



	Favorite Male Breakthrough Performance
	Won



	Favorite Onstage Pair (shared with Lea Michele[image: External link])
	Won



	BroadwayWorld.com Theatre Fans' Choice Award
	Best Leading Actor in a Musical
	Nominated



	2009
	Obie Award
	Outstanding Performance
	Prayer for My Enemy • The Singing Forest
	Won



	2011
	WhatsOnStage.com Theatregoers' Choice Award[image: External link]
	London Newcomer of the Year
	Deathtrap[image: External link]
	Won



	2012
	BroadwayWorld.com Los Angeles Award
	Best Leading Actor in a Play (Touring Production)
	Red[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2013
	Behind the Voice Actors Award
	Best Male Lead Vocal Performance in a Feature Film
	Frozen[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2014
	Gold Derby TV Award
	Best Comedy Actor
	Looking[image: External link]
	Nominated



	EWwy Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Comedy Series
	Nominated



	NewNowNext Award[image: External link]
	Best New Television Actor
	Nominated



	2015
	Gold Derby TV Award
	Best Comedy Actor
	Nominated



	Point Horizon Award[image: External link]
	LGBT[image: External link] activism
	Won



	Bayard Rustin Award[image: External link]
	Won



	2016
	Tony Award
	Best Featured Actor in a Musical
	Hamilton
	Nominated



	Grammy Award[image: External link]
	Best Musical Theater Album
	Won



	Broadway.com Audience Choice Award
	Favorite Featured Actor in a Musical
	Won



	Favorite Funny Performance
	Won



	Favorite Diva Performance
	Won



	NAACP Image Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Duo or Group
	Nominated





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Hummel, Cindy (January 13, 2014). "James Wolpert still calls Strasburg home"[image: External link]. LancasterOnline.


	
^ Adams, Sean (January 27, 2015). "Actor Jonathan Groff on 'Frozen,' 'Glee,' HBO and growing up in Lancaster County"[image: External link]. Penn Live[image: External link]. Retrieved August 7, 2015.


	
^ "Profile Jim and Jonathan Groff"[image: External link] (PDF). Hoof Beats Magazine. July 2007.


	
^ "Actor Jonathan Groff Goes From "Glee" to "Boss" "[image: External link]. Details.com. August 15, 2012. Retrieved January 31, 2013.


	
^ Ritzel, Rebecca J. (December 19, 2006). "Broadway 'Awakening' "[image: External link]. Lancaster Online. Retrieved August 5, 2014.


	
^ Jonathan Groff[image: External link]. YouTube[image: External link]. April 19, 2007.


	
^ Simonson, Robert (July 20, 2006). "Off-Broadway Hit Spring Awakening to Awake on Broadway"[image: External link]. Playbill.com.


	
^ "'One Life To Live' Pulls Hostage Plot After Virginia Tech Killings"[image: External link]. Access Hollywood. April 24, 2007.


	
^ Ross, Dalton (October 19, 2009). "'Glee' Exclusive: 'Spring Awakening' star Jonathan Groff to join the show"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 6, 2010. Retrieved February 17, 2012.


	
^ Ward, Kate (March 30, 2011). "He's back: Jonathan Groff returning to 'Glee'!"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]. Retrieved April 10, 2011.


	
^ Bamigboye, Baz (April 16, 2010). "Glee heart-throb Jonathan Groff is to be star in the West End"[image: External link]. The Daily Mail[image: External link].


	
^ Andreeva, Nellie (February 6, 2012). "Sanaa Lathan & Jonathan Groff Join Starz's 'Boss' As New Regulars For Second Season"[image: External link]. Deadline.com[image: External link].


	
^ Jones, Kenneth (August 12, 2012). "Red, With Alfred Molina and Jonathan Groff, Opens in L.A."[image: External link]. Playbill.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 5, 2013. Retrieved February 28, 2013.


	
^ Hetrick, Adam (February 20, 2012). "Alfred Molina and Jonathan Groff Will Appear in Red for L.A. Theatre Works; Production Will Be Recorded"[image: External link]. Playbill.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 22, 2013. Retrieved February 28, 2013.


	
^ Goldberg, Lesley (December 19, 2012). "'Frozen': Jonathan Groff from 'Glee' voicing hero in Disney's 'Snow Queen' adaptation"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]. Retrieved February 28, 2013.


	
^ Liu, Meng (November 19, 2013). "Disney's 'Frozen' Premiere Turns L.A. Into a Winter Wonderland"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Retrieved November 20, 2013.


	
^ Graser, Marc (December 3, 2014). "'Frozen Fever' Short to Debut in Front of Disney's 'Cinderella' "[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved December 3, 2014.


	
^ Schou, Solvej (February 8, 2013). "'Glee's' Jonathan Groff to Star in HBO Comedy Pilot (Exclusive)"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Retrieved February 8, 2013.


	
^ Goldberg, Lesley (May 14, 2013). "HBO Greenlights Gay-Themed Dramedy Series"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link].


	
^ Ausiello, Michael (March 25, 2015). "Looking Cancelled at HBO – But Patrick's Story Isn't Over Yet"[image: External link]. TVLine[image: External link].


	
^ Hibberd, James (April 26, 2013). "Jonathan Groff to play Taylor Kitsch's lover in Ryan Murphy film"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]. Retrieved April 26, 2013.


	
^ Shenton, Mark (March 13, 2015). "Jonathan Groff To Star in London Concert of How to Succeed "[image: External link]. Playbill.com. Retrieved May 25, 2015.


	
^ Gans, Andrew (December 15, 2014). "Ellen Greene in Little Shop, Jonathan Groff in New Brain and Sutton Foster in Wild Party Set for Encores! Off-Center Season"[image: External link]. Playbill.com. Retrieved May 25, 2015.


	
^ Hetrick, Adam (February 25, 2015). "Spring Awakening Star Is New King of Broadway-Bound Hamilton "[image: External link]. Playbill.com. Retrieved May 25, 2015.


	
^ Lloyd Webber, Imogen (June 15, 2015). "Jonathan Groff Will Reign Over Broadway as King George III in Lin-Manuel Miranda's Hamilton; Complete Cast Set"[image: External link]. Broadway.com. Retrieved June 18, 2015.


	
^ Ausiello, Michael (March 7, 2016). "Jonathan Groff Joins David Fincher's New Netflix Series Mindhunter"[image: External link]. TVLine[image: External link].


	
^ Dulin, Dann (November 12, 2015). "Evolved Encounter: Jonathan Groff Mixes Reel Life with Real Life & Looks to the Beginning of the Epidemic for Wisdom"[image: External link]. A&U Magazine. Retrieved November 12, 2015.


	
^ Jensen, Michael (October 19, 2009). "Tony Award Nominee Jonathan Groff has Most Low-key Coming Out Ever."[image: External link]. AfterElton.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 31, 2012. Retrieved February 17, 2012.


	
^ "Out100: Jonathan Groff"[image: External link]. Out.com. November 11, 2013. Retrieved May 8, 2015.


	
^ Krochmal, Shana Naomi (November 4, 2015). "OUT100: Jonathan Groff & Murray Bartlett & Russell Tovey of Looking"[image: External link]. Out.com. Retrieved May 8, 2015.


	
^ Nichols, JamesMichael (April 22, 2014). "Laverne Cox, Jonathan Groff And Rea Carey Named 2014 NYC Pride Grand Marshals"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post[image: External link]. Retrieved May 8, 2015.


	
^ Lee, Ashley (March 11, 2015). "Looking Star Jonathan Groff to Be Honored by Point Foundation (Exclusive)"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. Retrieved May 8, 2015.


	
^ "Equality PA Presents The Bayard Rustin Award & The Pioneering Advocacy Award to leaders in the LGBT Community"[image: External link]. Equality Pennsylvania. Retrieved December 6, 2015.


	
^ "iTunes - Music - Dreaming Wide Awake: The Music of Scott Alan by Scott Alan"[image: External link]. iTunes.com. Retrieved 2013-02-26.


	
^ Gioia, Michael (August 24, 2015). "Audio Exclusive! Jonathan Groff Sings Inspirational New Song About Starting Anew"[image: External link]. Playbill.com. Retrieved August 25, 2015.


	
^ Gans, Andrew (July 8, 2008). "Audio Version of Rudetsky's "Broadway Nights," with Bell, Chenoweth, Groff, Now Available"[image: External link]. Playbill.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 29, 2014. Retrieved March 11, 2013.


	
^ "Red – Audiobooks and Plays Featuring Stars of Stage and Screen"[image: External link]. LATW.org. Retrieved September 22, 2015.


	
^ Various – Frozen Fever[image: External link]


	
^ Peak positions for featured singles in the United States:

	"Hello": "Hot 100: Week of May 01, 2010 (Biggest Jump)"[image: External link]. Billboard. May 1, 2010. Retrieved October 10, 2010.

	"Like a Virgin", "Like a Prayer", and "Total Eclipse of the Heart": "Glee Album & Song Chart History"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved April 13, 2011.


	"Run Joey Run": "Hot 100: Week of May 22, 2010 (Biggest Jump)"[image: External link]. Billboard. May 22, 2010. Retrieved October 10, 2010.


	"Another One Bites the Dust": "Hot 100: Week of June 19, 2010 (Biggest Jump)"[image: External link]. Billboard. June 19, 2010. Retrieved October 10, 2010.


	"Rolling in the Deep": (N/A)





	
^ Peak positions for featured singles in Australia:

	"Hello": "The ARIA Report: Week Commencing May 10, 2010"[image: External link] (PDF). Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Retrieved June 25, 2010.

	"Like a Virgin": "The ARIA Report: Week Commencing May 17, 2010"[image: External link] (PDF). Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. Retrieved June 25, 2010.


	"Like a Prayer" and "Total Eclipse of the Heart": "Discography Glee Cast"[image: External link]. Australian-Charts.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 30, 2010. Retrieved April 13, 2011.


	"Run Joey Run": "The ARIA Report: Week Commencing May 31, 2010"[image: External link] (PDF). Australian Recording Industry Association[image: External link]. May 31, 2010. Retrieved October 7, 2010.






	
^ Peak positions for featured singles in Canada"

	"Highway to Hell": "Canadian Hot 100: Week of May 01, 2010 (Biggest Jump)"[image: External link]. Billboard. May 1, 2010. Retrieved October 10, 2010.

	"Like a Virgin", "Like a Prayer", and "Total Eclipse of the Heart": "Glee Album & Song Chart History"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved April 13, 2011.


	"Run Joey Run": "Canadian Hot 100: Week of May 22, 2010 (Biggest Jump)"[image: External link]. Billboard. May 22, 2010. Retrieved October 10, 2010.


	"Another One Bites the Dust": "Canadian Hot 100: Week of June 19, 2010 (Biggest Jump)"[image: External link]. Billboard. June 19, 2010. Retrieved October 10, 2010.






	
^ "Discography Glee Cast"[image: External link]. Irish-Charts.com. Retrieved April 13, 2011.


	
^ "Chart Stats – Glee Cast"[image: External link]. Chart Stats. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 16, 2013. Retrieved February 25, 2010.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





Find more aboutJonathan Groffat Wikipedia's sister projects[image: External link]



	Media[image: External link] from Commons

	Data[image: External link] from Wikidata






	
Jonathan Groff[image: External link] at AllMovie[image: External link]


	
Jonathan Groff[image: External link] at AllMusic[image: External link]


	
Jonathan Groff[image: External link] at Billboard


	
Jonathan Groff[image: External link] at Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]


	
Jonathan Groff[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database[image: External link]


	
Jonathan Groff[image: External link] at the Internet Broadway Database


	
Jonathan Groff[image: External link] at the Internet Off-Broadway Database


	
Jonathan Groff[image: External link] at the TCM Movie Database[image: External link]






Categories[image: External link]:

	Jonathan Groff[image: External link]

	21st-century American male actors[image: External link]

	21st-century American singers[image: External link]

	American male film actors[image: External link]

	American male musical theatre actors[image: External link]

	American male soap opera actors[image: External link]

	American male television actors[image: External link]

	American male voice actors[image: External link]

	American tenors[image: External link]

	Gay actors[image: External link]

	Gay musicians[image: External link]

	Grammy Award winners[image: External link]

	LGBT musicians from the United States[image: External link]

	LGBT entertainers from the United States[image: External link]

	LGBT people from Pennsylvania[image: External link]

	LGBT singers[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	Male actors from Pennsylvania[image: External link]

	People from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania[image: External link]

	Skin cancer survivors[image: External link]

	1985 births[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 12 June 2017, at 06:07.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Jonathan Groff: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Groff [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Jonathan_Groff [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Etymology and pronunciation

	2 Definition

	3 Geography and geology

	4 Biodiversity

	5 Demographics

	6 Politics

	7 Regional institutions

	8 Cuisine

	9 See also

	10 Notes

	11 References

	12 Bibliography

	13 Further reading

	14 External links





Caribbean






This article is about the group of islands. For the indigenous inhabitants of Caribbean region and people of Caribbean descent, see Caribbean people[image: External link]. For the body of water surrounding them, see Caribbean Sea[image: External link]. For other uses, see Caribbean (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Caribbean (/,kaer'bi:en /[image: External link] or /ke'rIbien /[image: External link]) is a region that consists of the Caribbean Sea[image: External link], its islands (some surrounded by the Caribbean Sea and some bordering both the Caribbean Sea and the North Atlantic Ocean) and the surrounding coasts. The region is southeast of the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] and the North American[image: External link] mainland, east of Central America[image: External link], and north of South America[image: External link].

Situated largely on the Caribbean Plate[image: External link], the region comprises more than 700 islands, islets[image: External link], reefs[image: External link] and cays[image: External link]. (See the list[image: External link].) These islands generally form island arcs[image: External link] that delineate the eastern and northern edges of the Caribbean Sea.[3] The Caribbean islands, consisting of the Greater Antilles[image: External link] on the north and the Lesser Antilles[image: External link] on the south and east (including the Leeward Antilles[image: External link]), are part of the somewhat larger West Indies grouping, which also includes the Lucayan Archipelago[image: External link] (comprising the Bahamas[image: External link] and Turks and Caicos Islands[image: External link]) north of the Greater Antilles and Caribbean Sea[image: External link]. In a wider sense, the mainland countries of Belize[image: External link], Guyana[image: External link], Suriname[image: External link] and French Guiana[image: External link] are often included due to their political and cultural ties with the region.[4]

Geopolitically, the Caribbean islands are usually regarded as a subregion[image: External link] of North America[image: External link][5][6][7][8][9] and are organized into 30 territories including sovereign states[image: External link], overseas departments[image: External link], and dependencies[image: External link]. From December 15, 1954, to October 10, 2010, there was a country known as the Netherlands Antilles[image: External link] composed of five states, all of which were Dutch[image: External link] dependencies.[10] From January 3, 1958, to May 31, 1962, there was also a short-lived country called the Federation of the West Indies[image: External link] composed of ten English[image: External link]-speaking Caribbean territories, all of which were then British[image: External link] dependencies. The West Indies cricket team[image: External link] continues to represent many of those nations.
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 Etymology and pronunciation




The region takes its name from that of the Caribs[image: External link], an ethnic group present in the Lesser Antilles[image: External link] and parts of adjacent South America at the time of the Spanish conquest of America[image: External link].[11]

The two most prevalent pronunciations of "Caribbean" are KARR-ə-BEE -ən[image: External link], with the primary accent on the third syllable, and kə-RIB -ee-ən[image: External link], with the accent on the second. The former pronunciation is the older of the two, although the stressed-second-syllable variant has been established for over 75 years.[12] It has been suggested that speakers of British English[image: External link] prefer KARR-ə-BEE -ən[image: External link] while North American speakers more typically use kə-RIB -ee-ən[image: External link],[13] although not all sources agree.[14] Usage is split within Caribbean English itself.[15]
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 Definition




The word "Caribbean" has multiple uses. Its principal ones are geographical and political. The Caribbean can also be expanded to include territories with strong cultural and historical connections to slavery[image: External link], European colonisation[image: External link] and the plantation system[image: External link].


	The United Nations geoscheme for the Americas[image: External link] presents the Caribbean as a distinct region within the Americas[image: External link].

	Physiographically, the Caribbean region is mainly a chain of islands surrounding the Caribbean Sea. To the north, the region is bordered by the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link], the Straits of Florida[image: External link] and the Northern Atlantic Ocean[image: External link], which lies to the east and northeast. To the south lies the coastline of the continent of South America[image: External link].

	Politically, the "Caribbean" may be centred on socio-economic[image: External link] groupings found in the region. For example, the bloc[image: External link] known as the Caribbean Community[image: External link] (CARICOM) contains the Co-operative Republic of Guyana[image: External link], the Republic of Suriname[image: External link] in South America and Belize[image: External link] in Central America as full members. Bermuda[image: External link] and the Turks and Caicos Islands[image: External link], which are in the Atlantic Ocean, are associate members of the Caribbean Community. The Commonwealth of the Bahamas[image: External link] is also in the Atlantic and is a full member of the Caribbean Community.

	Alternatively, the organisation called the Association of Caribbean States[image: External link] (ACS) consists of almost every nation in the surrounding regions that lie on the Caribbean, plus El Salvador[image: External link], which lies solely on the Pacific Ocean. According to the ACS, the total population of its member states is 227 million people.[16]
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 Geography and geology




The geography and climate in the Caribbean region varies: Some islands in the region have relatively flat terrain of non-volcanic origin. These islands include Aruba[image: External link] (possessing only minor volcanic features), Barbados[image: External link], Bonaire[image: External link], the Cayman Islands[image: External link], Saint Croix[image: External link], the Bahamas[image: External link], and Antigua[image: External link]. Others possess rugged towering mountain-ranges like the islands of Cuba[image: External link], Hispaniola[image: External link], Puerto Rico[image: External link], Jamaica[image: External link], Dominica[image: External link], Montserrat[image: External link], Saba[image: External link], Saint Kitts[image: External link], Saint Lucia[image: External link], Saint Thomas[image: External link], Saint John[image: External link], Tortola[image: External link], Grenada[image: External link], Saint Vincent[image: External link], Guadeloupe[image: External link], Martinique[image: External link] and Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link].

Definitions of the terms Greater Antilles and Lesser Antilles often vary. The Virgin Islands as part of the Puerto Rican bank are sometimes included with the Greater Antilles. The term Lesser Antilles is often used to define an island arc that includes Grenada but excludes Trinidad and Tobago and the Leeward Antilles.

The waters of the Caribbean Sea host large, migratory schools of fish, turtles, and coral reef[image: External link] formations. The Puerto Rico trench[image: External link], located on the fringe of the Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea just to the north of the island of Puerto Rico, is the deepest point in all of the Atlantic Ocean.[17]

The region sits in the line of several major shipping routes with the Panama Canal[image: External link] connecting the western Caribbean Sea with the Pacific Ocean.
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 Climate




The climate of the area is tropical to subtropical in Cuba, the Bahamas and Puerto Rico. Rainfall varies with elevation, size and water currents (cool upwellings keep the ABC islands[image: External link] arid). Warm, moist tradewinds[image: External link] blow consistently from the east creating rainforest/semidesert divisions on mountainous islands. Occasional northwesterlies affect the northern islands in the winter. The region enjoys year-round sunshine, divided into 'dry' and 'wet' seasons, with the latter six months of the year being wetter than the first half.

Hurricane season is from June to November, but they occur more frequently in August and September and more common in the northern islands of the Caribbean. Hurricanes[image: External link] that sometimes batter the region usually strike northwards of Grenada[image: External link] and to the west of Barbados. The principal hurricane belt arcs to northwest of the island of Barbados in the Eastern Caribbean.

Water temperatures vary from 31 °C (88 °F) to 22 °C (72 °F) all around the year. The air temperature is warm, in the 20s and 30s °C (70s, 80s and 90s °F) during the year, only varies from winter to summer about 2–5 degrees on the southern islands and about 10–20 degrees difference can occur in the northern islands of the Caribbean. The northern islands, like the Bahamas, Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic, may be influenced by continental masses during winter months, such as cold fronts.

Aruba: Latitude 12°N



	Climate data for Oranjestad, Aruba (1981–2010, extremes 1951–2010)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	32.5

(90.5)
	33.0

(91.4)
	33.9

(93)
	34.4

(93.9)
	34.9

(94.8)
	35.2

(95.4)
	35.3

(95.5)
	36.1

(97)
	36.5

(97.7)
	35.4

(95.7)
	35.0

(95)
	34.8

(94.6)
	36.5

(97.7)



	Average high °C (°F)
	30.0

(86)
	30.4

(86.7)
	30.9

(87.6)
	31.5

(88.7)
	32.0

(89.6)
	32.2

(90)
	32.0

(89.6)
	32.6

(90.7)
	32.7

(90.9)
	32.1

(89.8)
	31.3

(88.3)
	30.4

(86.7)
	31.5

(88.7)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	26.7

(80.1)
	26.8

(80.2)
	27.2

(81)
	27.9

(82.2)
	28.5

(83.3)
	28.7

(83.7)
	28.6

(83.5)
	29.1

(84.4)
	29.2

(84.6)
	28.7

(83.7)
	28.1

(82.6)
	27.2

(81)
	28.1

(82.6)



	Average low °C (°F)
	24.5

(76.1)
	24.7

(76.5)
	25.0

(77)
	25.8

(78.4)
	26.5

(79.7)
	26.7

(80.1)
	26.4

(79.5)
	26.8

(80.2)
	26.9

(80.4)
	26.4

(79.5)
	25.8

(78.4)
	25.0

(77)
	25.9

(78.6)



	Record low °C (°F)
	21.3

(70.3)
	20.6

(69.1)
	21.4

(70.5)
	21.5

(70.7)
	21.8

(71.2)
	22.7

(72.9)
	21.2

(70.2)
	21.3

(70.3)
	22.1

(71.8)
	21.9

(71.4)
	22.0

(71.6)
	20.5

(68.9)
	20.5

(68.9)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	39.3

(1.547)
	20.6

(0.811)
	8.7

(0.343)
	11.6

(0.457)
	16.3

(0.642)
	18.7

(0.736)
	31.7

(1.248)
	25.8

(1.016)
	45.5

(1.791)
	77.8

(3.063)
	94.0

(3.701)
	81.8

(3.22)
	471.8

(18.575)



	Source: DEPARTAMENTO METEOROLOGICO ARUBA,[18] (extremes)[19]




Puerto Rico: Latitude 18°N



	Climate data for Mayagüez, Puerto Rico



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	35

(95)
	36

(96)
	36

(97)
	37

(98)
	37

(98)
	37

(98)
	37

(99)
	37

(99)
	37

(99)
	37

(99)
	37

(98)
	36

(97)
	37

(99)



	Average high °C (°F)
	28

(83)
	29

(85)
	31

(87)
	31

(88)
	32

(89)
	33

(91)
	33

(92)
	33

(92)
	33

(92)
	32

(90)
	32

(89)
	30

(86)
	31.4

(88.7)



	Average low °C (°F)
	17

(63)
	18

(64)
	19

(66)
	21

(69)
	23

(73)
	23

(74)
	24

(75)
	24

(76)
	24

(76)
	23

(74)
	21

(70)
	19

(67)
	21.3

(70.6)



	Record low °C (°F)
	9

(48)
	6

(43)
	10

(50)
	14

(57)
	14

(57)
	16

(60)
	18

(64)
	18

(65)
	15

(59)
	16

(61)
	8

(47)
	13

(55)
	6

(43)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	28

(1.1)
	52

(2.05)
	39

(1.54)
	123

(4.84)
	271

(10.67)
	131

(5.16)
	168

(6.61)
	299

(11.77)
	321

(12.64)
	189

(7.44)
	198

(7.8)
	123

(4.84)
	1,713

(67.44)



	Source: The Weather Channel[20]




Cuba: at Latitude 22°N





	Climate data for Havana



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	32.5

(90.5)
	33.0

(91.4)
	35.9

(96.6)
	36.4

(97.5)
	36.9

(98.4)
	37.2

(99)
	38.0

(100.4)
	36.1

(97)
	37.5

(99.5)
	35.4

(95.7)
	35.0

(95)
	34.8

(94.6)
	38

(100.4)



	Average high °C (°F)
	25.8

(78.4)
	26.1

(79)
	27.6

(81.7)
	28.6

(83.5)
	29.8

(85.6)
	30.5

(86.9)
	31.3

(88.3)
	31.6

(88.9)
	31.0

(87.8)
	29.2

(84.6)
	27.7

(81.9)
	26.5

(79.7)
	28.8

(83.8)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	22.2

(72)
	22.4

(72.3)
	23.7

(74.7)
	24.8

(76.6)
	26.1

(79)
	27.0

(80.6)
	27.6

(81.7)
	27.9

(82.2)
	27.4

(81.3)
	26.1

(79)
	24.5

(76.1)
	23.0

(73.4)
	25.2

(77.4)



	Average low °C (°F)
	18.6

(65.5)
	18.6

(65.5)
	19.7

(67.5)
	20.9

(69.6)
	22.4

(72.3)
	23.4

(74.1)
	23.8

(74.8)
	24.1

(75.4)
	23.8

(74.8)
	23.0

(73.4)
	21.3

(70.3)
	19.5

(67.1)
	21.6

(70.9)



	Record low °C (°F)
	4.0

(39.2)
	5.6

(42.1)
	5.4

(41.7)
	11.5

(52.7)
	16.8

(62.2)
	19.7

(67.5)
	18.2

(64.8)
	19.3

(66.7)
	19.1

(66.4)
	11.9

(53.4)
	10.0

(50)
	7.5

(45.5)
	4

(39.2)



	Average rainfall mm (inches)
	64.4

(2.535)
	68.6

(2.701)
	46.2

(1.819)
	53.7

(2.114)
	98.0

(3.858)
	182.3

(7.177)
	105.6

(4.157)
	99.6

(3.921)
	144.4

(5.685)
	180.5

(7.106)
	88.3

(3.476)
	57.6

(2.268)
	1,189.2

(46.817)



	Source: World Meteorological Organisation[image: External link] ( UN[image: External link]),[21] Climate-Charts.com[22]
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 Island groups




Lucayan Archipelago[image: External link][a]


	
 The Bahamas[image: External link]


	
 Turks and Caicos Islands[image: External link] (United Kingdom)



Greater Antilles[image: External link]


	
 Cayman Islands[image: External link] (United Kingdom)

	
  Cuba[image: External link]


	
Hispaniola[image: External link]

	
  Haiti[image: External link]


	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]






	
  Jamaica[image: External link]


	
 Puerto Rico[image: External link] (U.S. Commonwealth[image: External link])

	Spanish Virgin Islands[image: External link]







Lesser Antilles[image: External link]


	
Leeward Islands[image: External link]

	
 United States Virgin Islands[image: External link] (U.S.)

	Saint Croix[image: External link]

	Saint Thomas[image: External link]

	Saint John[image: External link]

	Water Island[image: External link]





	
 British Virgin Islands[image: External link] (United Kingdom)

	Tortola[image: External link]

	Virgin Gorda[image: External link]

	Anegada[image: External link]

	Jost Van Dyke[image: External link]





	
  Anguilla[image: External link] (United Kingdom)

	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	Antigua[image: External link]

	Barbuda[image: External link]

	Redonda[image: External link]





	
Saint Martin[image: External link], politically divided between

	
 Saint Martin[image: External link] (France)

	
 Sint Maarten[image: External link] (Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link])





	
  Saba[image: External link] (BES islands[image: External link], Netherlands)

	
 Sint Eustatius[image: External link] (BES islands[image: External link], Netherlands)

	
 Saint Barthélemy[image: External link] (French Antilles[image: External link], France)

	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	Saint Kitts[image: External link]

	Nevis[image: External link]





	
  Montserrat[image: External link] (United Kingdom)

	
  Guadeloupe[image: External link] (French Antilles[image: External link], France) including

	Les Saintes[image: External link]

	Marie-Galante[image: External link]

	La Désirade[image: External link]









	
Windward Islands[image: External link]

	
  Dominica[image: External link]


	
  Martinique[image: External link] (French Antilles[image: External link], France)

	
 Saint Lucia[image: External link]


	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines[image: External link]

	Saint Vincent[image: External link]

	The Grenadines[image: External link]





	
  Grenada[image: External link]

	Grenada[image: External link]

	Carriacou and Petite Martinique[image: External link]





	
  Barbados[image: External link]


	
 Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link]

	Tobago[image: External link]

	Trinidad[image: External link]









	
Leeward Antilles[image: External link]

	
  Aruba[image: External link] (Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link])

	
  Curaçao[image: External link] (Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link])

	
  Bonaire[image: External link] (BES islands[image: External link], Netherlands)
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 Historical groupings




Main article: History of the Caribbean[image: External link]


All islands at some point were, and a few still are, colonies[image: External link] of European nations; a few are overseas or dependent territories[image: External link]:


	
British West Indies[image: External link]/Anglophone Caribbean[image: External link] – Anguilla[image: External link], Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link], Bahamas[image: External link], Barbados[image: External link], Bay Islands[image: External link], Guyana[image: External link], Belize[image: External link], British Virgin Islands[image: External link], Cayman Islands[image: External link], Dominica[image: External link], Grenada[image: External link], Jamaica[image: External link], Montserrat[image: External link], Saint Croix[image: External link] (briefly), Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link], Saint Lucia[image: External link], Saint Vincent and the Grenadines[image: External link], Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link] (from 1797) and the Turks and Caicos Islands[image: External link]


	
Danish West Indies[image: External link] – Possession of Denmark-Norway[image: External link] before 1814[image: External link], then Denmark[image: External link], present-day United States Virgin Islands[image: External link]


	
Dutch West Indies[image: External link] – Aruba[image: External link], Bonaire[image: External link], Curaçao[image: External link], Saba[image: External link], Sint Eustatius[image: External link], Sint Maarten[image: External link], Bay Islands[image: External link] (briefly), Saint Croix[image: External link] (briefly), Tobago[image: External link], Surinam[image: External link] and Virgin Islands[image: External link]


	
French West Indies[image: External link] – Anguilla[image: External link] (briefly), Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link] (briefly), Dominica[image: External link], Dominican Republic[image: External link] (briefly), Grenada[image: External link], Haiti[image: External link] (formerly Saint-Domingue[image: External link]), Montserrat[image: External link] (briefly), Saint Lucia[image: External link], Saint Vincent and the Grenadines[image: External link], Sint Eustatius[image: External link] (briefly), Sint Maarten[image: External link], St. Kitts[image: External link] (briefly), Tobago[image: External link] (briefly), Saint Croix[image: External link], the current French overseas départements[image: External link] of Martinique[image: External link] and Guadeloupe[image: External link] (including Marie-Galante[image: External link], La Désirade[image: External link] and Les Saintes[image: External link]), the current French overseas collectivities[image: External link] of Saint Barthélemy[image: External link] and Saint Martin[image: External link]


	
Portuguese West Indies[image: External link] – present-day Barbados[image: External link], known as Os Barbados in the 16th century when the Portuguese claimed the island en route to Brazil. The Portuguese left Barbados abandoned in 1533, nearly a century before the British arrived.

	
Spanish West Indies[image: External link] – Cuba[image: External link], Hispaniola[image: External link] (present-day Dominican Republic[image: External link], Haiti[image: External link] (until 1659 to France), Puerto Rico[image: External link], Jamaica[image: External link] (until 1655 to Great Britain), the Cayman Islands[image: External link] (until 1670 to Great Britain) Trinidad[image: External link] (until 1797 to Great Britain) and Bay Islands[image: External link] (until 1643 to Great Britain), coastal islands of Central America[image: External link] (except Belize), and some Caribbean coastal islands of Panama[image: External link], Colombia[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], and Venezuela[image: External link].

	
Swedish West Indies[image: External link] – present-day French Saint-Barthélemy[image: External link], Guadeloupe[image: External link] (briefly) and Tobago[image: External link] (briefly).

	
Courlander West Indies[image: External link] – Tobago[image: External link] (until 1691)



The British West Indies were united by the United Kingdom into a West Indies Federation[image: External link] between 1958 and 1962. The independent countries formerly part of the B.W.I. still have a joint cricket[image: External link] team that competes in Test matches[image: External link], One Day Internationals[image: External link] and Twenty20 Internationals[image: External link]. The West Indian cricket team[image: External link] includes the South American nation of Guyana[image: External link], the only former British colony on the mainland of that continent.

In addition, these countries share the University of the West Indies[image: External link] as a regional entity. The university consists of three main campuses in Jamaica, Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago, a smaller campus in the Bahamas and Resident Tutors in other contributing territories such as Trinidad.
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 Modern-day island territories




Main article: List of islands in the Caribbean[image: External link]


See also: Caribbean South America[image: External link] and Caribbean basin[image: External link]




	
  Anguilla[image: External link] (British overseas territory[image: External link])


	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link] (Constitutional monarchy[image: External link])


	
  Aruba[image: External link] (Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link])


	
  Bahamas[image: External link] (Constitutional monarchy[image: External link])


	
  Barbados[image: External link] (Constitutional monarchy[image: External link])


	
  Bonaire[image: External link] (special municipality[image: External link] of the Netherlands)


	
 British Virgin Islands[image: External link] (British overseas territory)


	
 Cayman Islands[image: External link] (British overseas territory)


	
  Cuba[image: External link] ( Republic[image: External link])


	
  Curaçao[image: External link] (Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link])


	
  Dominica[image: External link] (Republic)


	 Dominican Republic[image: External link]

	
  Grenada[image: External link] (Constitutional monarchy[image: External link])


	
  Guadeloupe[image: External link] (overseas department[image: External link] of France) including

	les Saintes[image: External link]

	Marie-Galante[image: External link]

	la Désirade[image: External link]





	
  Haiti[image: External link] (Republic)


	
  Jamaica[image: External link] (Constitutional monarchy[image: External link])


	
  Martinique[image: External link] (overseas department of France)


	
  Montserrat[image: External link] (British overseas territory)


	
 Puerto Rico[image: External link] ( commonwealth[image: External link] of the United States)


	
  Saba[image: External link] (special municipality[image: External link] of the Netherlands)


	
 Saint Barthélemy[image: External link] (overseas collectivity[image: External link] of France)


	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link] (Constitutional monarchy[image: External link])


	
 Saint Lucia[image: External link] (Constitutional monarchy[image: External link])


	
 Saint Martin[image: External link] (overseas collectivity of France)


	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines[image: External link] (Constitutional monarchy[image: External link])


	
 Sint Eustatius[image: External link] (special municipality of the Netherlands)


	
 Sint Maarten[image: External link] (Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link])


	
 Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link] (Republic)[b]


	
 Turks and Caicos Islands[image: External link] (British overseas territory)


	
 United States Virgin Islands[image: External link] ( territory[image: External link] of the United States)
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 Continental countries with Caribbean coastlines and islands







	

	
  Belize[image: External link]

	Ambergris Caye[image: External link]

	Belize City[image: External link]

	Big Creek[image: External link]

	Caye Caulker[image: External link]

	Glover's Reef[image: External link]

	Dangriga[image: External link]

	Hick's Cayes[image: External link]

	Hopkins[image: External link]

	Lighthouse Reef[image: External link]

	Placencia[image: External link]

	Punta Gorda[image: External link]

	St. George's Caye[image: External link]

	Tobacco Caye[image: External link]

	Turneffe Atoll[image: External link]





	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	Archipelago of San Andrés, Providencia and Santa Catalina[image: External link]

	Rosario Islands[image: External link]





	 Costa Rica[image: External link]

	 French Guiana[image: External link]

	  Guatemala[image: External link]

	  Guyana[image: External link]

	
  Honduras[image: External link]

	
Islas de la Bahía[image: External link]

	Cayos Cochinos[image: External link]

	Guanaja[image: External link]

	Roatán[image: External link]

	Swan Islands[image: External link]

	Útila[image: External link]









	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	
Quintana Roo[image: External link]

	Cozumel[image: External link]

	Isla Contoy[image: External link]

	Isla Mujeres[image: External link]












	

	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	Corn Islands[image: External link]

	Miskito Cays[image: External link]

	Pearl Cays[image: External link]





	
  Panama[image: External link]

	
Panama City[image: External link][c]


	Archipelago off Guna Yala[image: External link] coast (including the San Blas Islands[image: External link])

	
Bocas del Toro Archipelago[image: External link] (approximately 300 islands)





	  Suriname[image: External link]

	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	Blanquilla Island[image: External link]

	Coche Island[image: External link]

	Cubagua Island[image: External link]

	Isla Aves[image: External link]

	Islas Los Frailes[image: External link]

	Isla Margarita[image: External link]

	La Orchila[image: External link]

	La Sola Island[image: External link]

	La Tortuga Island[image: External link]

	Las Aves archipelago[image: External link]

	Los Hermanos Archipelago[image: External link]

	Los Monjes Archipelago[image: External link]

	Los Roques archipelago[image: External link]

	Los Testigos Islands[image: External link]

	Patos Island[image: External link]
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 Biodiversity




The Caribbean islands are remarkable for the diversity of their animals, fungi and plants, and have been classified as one of Conservation International[image: External link]'s biodiversity hotspots[image: External link] because of their exceptionally diverse terrestrial and marine ecosystems, ranging from montane cloud forests[image: External link] to cactus[image: External link] scrublands[image: External link]. The region also contains about 8% (by surface area) of the world's coral reefs[23] along with extensive seagrass meadows,[24] both of which are frequently found in the shallow marine waters bordering the island and continental coasts of the region.

For the fungi, there is a modern checklist based on nearly 90,000 records derived from specimens in reference collections, published accounts and field observations.[25] That checklist includes more than 11250 species of fungi recorded from the region. As its authors note, the work is far from exhaustive, and it is likely that the true total number of fungal species already known from the Caribbean is higher. The true total number of fungal species occurring in the Caribbean, including species not yet recorded, is likely far higher given the generally accepted estimate that only about 7% of all fungi worldwide have been discovered.[26] Though the amount of available information is still small, a first effort has been made to estimate the number of fungal species endemic to some Caribbean islands. For Cuba, 2200 species of fungi have been tentatively identified as possible endemics of the island;[27] for Puerto Rico[image: External link], the number is 789 species;[28] for the Dominican Republic[image: External link], the number is 699 species;[29] for Trinidad and Tobago, the number is 407 species.[30]

Many of the ecosystems[image: External link] of the Caribbean islands have been devastated by deforestation[image: External link], pollution, and human encroachment. The arrival of the first humans is correlated with extinction of giant[image: External link] owls[image: External link] and dwarf ground sloths[image: External link].[31] The hotspot contains dozens of highly threatened animals (ranging from birds, to mammals and reptiles), fungi and plants. Examples of threatened animals include the Puerto Rican amazon[image: External link], two species of solenodon[image: External link] (giant shrews) in Cuba and the Hispaniola island, and the Cuban crocodile[image: External link].

The region's coral reefs, which contain about 70 species of hard corals and between 500–700 species of reef-associated fishes[32] have undergone rapid decline in ecosystem integrity in recent years, and are considered particularly vulnerable to global warming and ocean acidification.[33] According to a UNEP[image: External link] report, the Caribbean coral reefs might get extinct in next 20 years due to population explosion along the coast lines, overfishing, the pollution of coastal areas and global warming.[34]

Some Caribbean islands have terrain that Europeans found suitable for cultivation for agriculture. Tobacco[image: External link] was an important early crop during the colonial era, but was eventually overtaken by sugarcane[image: External link] production as the region's staple crop. Sugar was produced from sugarcane for export to Europe. Cuba[image: External link] and Barbados[image: External link] were historically the largest producers of sugar[image: External link]. The tropical plantation system thus came to dominate Caribbean settlement. Other islands were found to have terrain unsuited for agriculture[image: External link], for example Dominica[image: External link], which remains heavily forested. The islands in the southern Lesser Antilles[image: External link], Aruba[image: External link], Bonaire[image: External link] and Curaçao[image: External link], are extremely arid, making them unsuitable for agriculture. However, they have salt[image: External link] pans that were exploited by the Dutch. Sea water was pumped into shallow ponds, producing coarse salt when the water evaporated.[35]

The natural environmental diversity of the Caribbean islands has led to recent growth in eco-tourism[image: External link]. This type of tourism is growing on islands lacking sandy beaches and dense human populations.[36]
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 Plants and animals
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 Demographics




At the time of European contact[image: External link], the dominant ethnic groups in the Caribbean included the Taíno[image: External link] of the Greater Antilles[image: External link] and northern Lesser Antilles[image: External link], the Island Caribs[image: External link] of the southern Lesser Antilles, and smaller distinct groups such as the Guanajatabey[image: External link] of western Cuba and the Ciguayo[image: External link] of eastern Hispaniola. The population of the Caribbean is estimated to have been around 750,000 immediately before European contact, although lower and higher figures are given. After contact, social disruption and epidemic diseases such as smallpox and measles (to which they had no natural immunity)[37] led to a decline in the Amerindian population.[38] From 1500 to 1800 the population rose as slaves arrived from West Africa[39] such as the Kongo[image: External link], Igbo[image: External link], Akan[image: External link], Fon[image: External link] and Yoruba[image: External link] as well as military prisoners from Ireland[image: External link], who were deported during the Cromwellian reign in England[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Immigrants from Britain[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], France[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], the Netherlands[image: External link], Portugal[image: External link] and Denmark[image: External link] also arrived, although the mortality rate was high for both groups.[40]

The population is estimated to have reached 2.2 million by 1800.[41] Immigrants from India[image: External link], China[image: External link], Indonesia[image: External link], and other countries arrived in the mid-19th century as indentured servants.[42] After the ending of the Atlantic slave trade[image: External link], the population increased naturally.[43] The total regional population was estimated at 37.5 million by 2000.[44]

The majority of the Caribbean has populations of mainly Africans[image: External link] in the French Caribbean[image: External link], Anglophone Caribbean[image: External link] and Dutch Caribbean[image: External link], there are minorities of mixed-race (including Mulatto[image: External link]- Creole[image: External link], Dougla[image: External link], Mestizo[image: External link], Quadroon[image: External link], Cholo[image: External link], Castizo[image: External link], Criollo[image: External link], Zambo[image: External link], Pardo[image: External link], Asian Latin Americans[image: External link], Chindian[image: External link], Cocoa panyols[image: External link], and Eurasian[image: External link]); and European people of Spanish[image: External link], Dutch[image: External link], English[image: External link], French[image: External link], Italian[image: External link], and Portuguese[image: External link] ancestry. Asians[image: External link], especially those of Chinese[image: External link], Indian[image: External link] descent, and Javenese[image: External link] Indonesians[image: External link], form a significant minority in the region and also contribute to multiracial communities. Indians[image: External link] form a majority of the population in Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link], Guyana[image: External link], and Suriname[image: External link]. Most of their ancestors arrived in the 19th century as indentured laborers.

The Spanish-speaking Caribbean[image: External link] have primarily mixed race, African, or European[image: External link] majorities. Puerto Rico has a European majority with a mixture of European-African-Native American (tri-racial), and a large Mulatto (European-West African) and West African minority. One third of Cuba's (largest Caribbean island) population is of African descent, with a sizable Mulatto[image: External link] (mixed African–European) population, and European majority. The Dominican Republic has the largest mixed race population, primarily descended from Europeans, West Africans[image: External link], and Amerindians.

Larger islands such as Jamaica[image: External link], have a very large African majority, in addition to a significant mixed race, and has Chinese[image: External link], Europeans[image: External link], Indians[image: External link], Latinos[image: External link], Jews[image: External link], and Arabs[image: External link] populations. This is a result of years of importation of slaves and indentured laborers, and migration. Most multi-racial Jamaicans refer to themselves as either mixed race or brown. Similar populations can be found in the Caricom[image: External link] states of Belize[image: External link], Guyana[image: External link] and Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link]. Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link] has a multi-racial cosmopolitan society due to the arrivals of Africans[image: External link], Indians[image: External link], Chinese[image: External link], Arabs[image: External link], Jews[image: External link], Spanish[image: External link], Portuguese[image: External link], and Europeans[image: External link] along with the Native Amerindians[image: External link] population. This multi-racial mix has created sub-ethnicities that often straddle the boundaries of major ethnicities and include Dougla[image: External link], Chindian[image: External link], Mulatto[image: External link]- Creole[image: External link], Afro-Asians[image: External link], Eurasian[image: External link], Cocoa panyols[image: External link], and Asian Latin Americans[image: External link]
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 Indigenous groups





	
Arawak peoples[image: External link]

	Igneri[image: External link]

	Taíno[image: External link]





	Caquetio people[image: External link]

	Ciboney[image: External link]

	Ciguayo[image: External link]

	Garifuna[image: External link]

	Kalina[image: External link]

	Kalinago[image: External link]

	Lucayan[image: External link]

	Macorix[image: External link]

	Raizal[image: External link]
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 Language




Main article: Languages of the Caribbean[image: External link]


Spanish[image: External link], English[image: External link], Portuguese[image: External link], French[image: External link], Dutch[image: External link], Haitian Creole[image: External link], Antillean Creole French[image: External link], and Papiamento[image: External link] are the predominant official languages of various countries in the region, though a handful of unique creole languages[image: External link] or dialects can also be found from one country to another. Other languages such as Caribbean Hindustani[image: External link], Tamil[image: External link], Telugu[image: External link], Danish[image: External link], Italian[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], Swedish[image: External link], Arabic[image: External link], Chinese[image: External link], Indonesian[image: External link], Javanese[image: External link], Yoruba[image: External link], Yiddish[image: External link], Hebrew[image: External link], Amerindian languages[image: External link], other African languages[image: External link], other European languages[image: External link], other Indian languages[image: External link], and other Indonesian languages[image: External link] can also be found.
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 Religion




See also: Religion in the Caribbean[image: External link]


Christianity[image: External link] is the predominant religion in the Caribbean (84.7%).[45] Other religious groups in the region are Hinduism[image: External link], Islam[image: External link], Judaism[image: External link], Rastafarianism[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Chinese folk religion[image: External link] ( Taoism[image: External link] and Confucianism[image: External link]), Bahá'í[image: External link], Jainism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Zorastrianism[image: External link], Kebatinan[image: External link], Traditional African religions[image: External link], Afro-American religions[image: External link], Yoruba[image: External link] ( Santería[image: External link], Trinidad Orisha[image: External link], Palo[image: External link], Umbanda[image: External link], Brujería[image: External link], Hoodoo[image: External link], Candomblé[image: External link], Quimbanda[image: External link], Orisha[image: External link], Xangô de Recife, Xangô do Nordeste, Comfa, Espiritismo[image: External link], Santo Daime[image: External link], Obeah[image: External link], Candomblé[image: External link], Abakuá[image: External link], Kumina[image: External link], Winti[image: External link], Sanse, Cuban Vodú[image: External link], Dominican Vudú[image: External link], Louisiana Voodoo[image: External link], Haitian Vodou[image: External link], and Vodun[image: External link]).
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 Regionalism




Caribbean societies are very different from other Western societies in terms of size, culture, and degree of mobility of their citizens.[46] The current economic and political problems the states face individually are common to all Caribbean states. Regional development has contributed to attempts to subdue current problems and avoid projected problems. From a political and economic perspective, regionalism[image: External link] serves to make Caribbean states active participants in current international affairs through collective coalitions. In 1973, the first political regionalism in the Caribbean Basin[image: External link] was created by advances of the English-speaking Caribbean nations through the institution known as the Caribbean Common Market and Community ( CARICOM[image: External link])[47] which is located in Guyana.

Certain scholars have argued both for and against generalizing the political structures of the Caribbean. On the one hand the Caribbean states are politically diverse, ranging from communist systems such as Cuba toward more capitalist Westminster-style parliamentary systems as in the Commonwealth Caribbean. Other scholars argue that these differences are superficial, and that they tend to undermine commonalities in the various Caribbean states. Contemporary Caribbean systems seem to reflect a "blending of traditional and modern patterns, yielding hybrid systems that exhibit significant structural variations and divergent constitutional traditions yet ultimately appear to function in similar ways."[48] The political systems of the Caribbean states share similar practices.

The influence of regionalism in the Caribbean is often marginalized. Some scholars believe that regionalism cannot exist in the Caribbean because each small state is unique. On the other hand, scholars also suggest that there are commonalities amongst the Caribbean nations that suggest regionalism exists. "Proximity as well as historical ties among the Caribbean nations has led to cooperation as well as a desire for collective action."[49] These attempts at regionalization reflect the nations' desires to compete in the international economic system.[49]

Furthermore, a lack of interest from other major states promoted regionalism in the region. In recent years the Caribbean has suffered from a lack of U.S. interest. "With the end of the Cold War, U.S. security and economic interests have been focused on other areas. As a result there has been a significant reduction in U.S. aid and investment to the Caribbean."[50] The lack of international support for these small, relatively poor states, helped regionalism prosper.

Following the Cold War another issue of importance in the Caribbean has been the reduced economic growth of some Caribbean States due to the United States and European Union[image: External link]'s allegations of special treatment toward the region by each other. [clarification needed[image: External link]]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 United States effects on regionalism




The United States under President Bill Clinton[image: External link] launched a challenge in the World Trade Organization[image: External link] against the EU over Europe's preferential program, known as the Lomé Convention[image: External link], which allowed banana[image: External link] exports from the former colonies of the Group of African, Caribbean and Pacific states[image: External link] (ACP) to enter Europe cheaply.[51] The World Trade Organization sided in the United States' favour and the beneficial elements of the convention to African, Caribbean and Pacific states has been partially dismantled and replaced by the Cotonou Agreement[image: External link].[52]

During the US/EU dispute, the United States imposed large tariffs on European Union goods (up to 100%) to pressure Europe to change the agreement with the Caribbean nations in favour of the Cotonou Agreement.[53]

Farmers in the Caribbean have complained of falling profits and rising costs as the Lomé Convention weakens. Some farmers have faced increased pressure to turn towards the cultivation of illegal drugs, which has a higher profit margin and fills the sizable demand for these illegal drugs in North America and Europe.[54][55]
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 European Union effects on regionalism




Caribbean nations have also started to more closely cooperate in the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force[image: External link] and other instruments to add oversight of the offshore industry. One of the most important associations that deal with regionalism amongst the nations of the Caribbean Basin[image: External link] has been the Association of Caribbean States[image: External link] (ACS). Proposed by CARICOM in 1992, the ACS soon won the support of the other countries of the region. It was founded in July 1994. The ACS maintains regionalism within the Caribbean on issues unique to the Caribbean Basin. Through coalition building, like the ACS and CARICOM, regionalism has become an undeniable part of the politics and economics of the Caribbean. The successes of region-building initiatives are still debated by scholars, yet regionalism remains prevalent throughout the Caribbean.
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 Venezuela's effects on regionalism




The President of Venezuela[image: External link], Hugo Chavez[image: External link] launched an economic group called the Bolivarian Alliance for the Americas[image: External link] (ALBA), which several eastern Caribbean islands joined. In 2012, the nation of Haiti, with 9 million people, became the largest CARICOM nation that sought to join the union.[56]
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 Regional institutions




Here are some of the bodies that several islands share in collaboration:


	
Association of Caribbean States[image: External link] (ACS), Trinidad and Tobago

	Caribbean Association of Industry and Commerce (CAIC), Trinidad and Tobago

	Caribbean Association of National Telecommunication Organizations (CANTO), Trinidad and Tobago[57]


	
Caribbean Community[image: External link] (CARICOM), Guyana

	
Caribbean Development Bank[image: External link] (CDB), Barbados

	
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency[image: External link] (CDERA), Barbados

	Caribbean Educators Network[58]


	Caribbean Electric Utility Services Corporation (CARILEC), Saint Lucia[59]


	
Caribbean Examinations Council[image: External link] (CXC), Barbados and Jamaica

	
Caribbean Financial Action Task Force[image: External link] (CFATF), Trinidad and Tobago

	
Caribbean Food Crops Society[image: External link], Puerto Rico

	
Caribbean Football Union[image: External link] (CFU), Jamaica

	Caribbean Hotel & Tourism Association (CHTA), Florida and Puerto Rico[60]


	
Caribbean Initiative[image: External link] (Initiative of the IUCN)

	
Caribbean Programme for Economic Competitiveness[image: External link] (CPEC), Saint Lucia

	Caribbean Regional Environmental Programme (CREP), Barbados[61]


	Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM), Belize[62]


	Caribbean Regional Negotiating Machinery (CRNM), Barbados and Dominican Republic[63]


	
Caribbean Telecommunications Union (CTU), Trinidad and Tobago

	
Caribbean Tourism Organization[image: External link] (CTO), Barbados

	
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States[image: External link] (CELAC)

	
Foundation for the Development of Caribbean Children[image: External link], Barbados

	
Latin America and Caribbean Network Information Centre[image: External link] (LACNIC), Brazil and Uruguay[image: External link]


	
Latin American and the Caribbean Economic System[image: External link], Venezuela

	
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States[image: External link] (OECS), Saint Lucia

	
United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean[image: External link] (ECLAC), Chile[image: External link] and Trinidad and Tobago

	
University of the West Indies[image: External link], Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago.[64] In addition, the fourth campus, the Open Campus was formed in June 2008 as a result of an amalgamation of the Board for Non-Campus Countries and Distance Education, Schools of Continuing Studies, the UWI Distance Education Centres and Tertiary Level Units. The Open Campus has 42 physical sites in 16 Anglophone caribbean countries.

	
West Indies Cricket Board[image: External link], Antigua and Barbuda[65]
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 Cuisine




Main article: Caribbean cuisine[image: External link]
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 Favorite or national dishes





	
Anguilla[image: External link] – rice, peas and fish

	
Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link] – fungee[image: External link] and pepperpot[image: External link]


	
Bahamas[image: External link] - Guava duff[image: External link], Conch Salad, and Conch Fritters

	
Barbados[image: External link] – cou-cou[image: External link] and flying fish[image: External link]


	
Belize[image: External link]- rice and beans, stew chicken with potato salad ; white rice, stew beans and fry fish with cole slaw

	
British Virgin Islands[image: External link] – fish and fungee[image: External link]


	
Cayman Islands[image: External link] – turtle stew, turtle steak, grouper[image: External link]


	
Colombian[image: External link] Caribbean – rice with coconut milk, arroz con pollo[image: External link], sancocho, Arab cuisine[image: External link] (due to the large Arab population)

	
Cuba[image: External link] – platillo Moros y Cristianos[image: External link], ropa vieja[image: External link], lechon[image: External link], maduros[image: External link], ajiaco[image: External link]


	
Dominica[image: External link] – mountain chicken[image: External link], rice and peas, dumplings, saltfish (dried cod), dashin, plantain, bakes (fried dumplings), coconut confiture, breadfruit[image: External link], curry goat, cassava farine[image: External link], oxtail and various beef broths

	
Dominican Republic[image: External link] – arroz con pollo[image: External link] topped with stewed red kidney beans[image: External link], pan fried[image: External link] or braised[image: External link] beef, and side dish of green salad or ensalada de coditos, shrimp[image: External link], empanadas[image: External link] and/or tostones[image: External link], or the ever-popular Dominican dish known as mangú[image: External link], which is mashed plantains. The ensemble is usually called bandera nacional, which means "national flag," a term equivalent to the Venezuelan pabellón criollo[image: External link].

	
Grenada[image: External link] – oil down[image: External link]


	
Guyana[image: External link] – pepperpot[image: External link], cookup rice, roti[image: External link] and curry[image: External link], methem

	
Haiti[image: External link] – griot (fried pork) served with du riz a pois or diri ak pwa (rice and beans[image: External link])

	
Jamaica[image: External link] – ackee and saltfish[image: External link], callaloo[image: External link], jerk chicken[image: External link], curry chicken[image: External link]


	
Montserrat[image: External link] – Goat water[image: External link]


	
Puerto Rico[image: External link] – yellow rice with green pigeon peas[image: External link], saltfish stew, roasted pork shoulder, chicken fricassée, mofongo, tripe soup, alcapurria, coconut custard, rice pudding, guava turnovers, Mallorca bread

	
Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link] – coconut dumplings, spicy plantain[image: External link], saltfish[image: External link], breadfruit[image: External link]


	
Saint Lucia[image: External link] – callaloo[image: External link], dal[image: External link] roti[image: External link], dried and salted cod[image: External link], green bananas[image: External link], rice and beans[image: External link]


	
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines[image: External link] – roasted breadfruit[image: External link] and fried jackfish

	
Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link] – callaloo[image: External link], doubles[image: External link], aloo pie[image: External link], phulourie[image: External link], bake and shark[image: External link], fried rice[image: External link], chow mein[image: External link], macroni pie[image: External link], curry[image: External link], roti[image: External link] ( paratha[image: External link], fried bake[image: External link], sada, dosti, dalpuri[image: External link], aloo paratha[image: External link], puri[image: External link]), dal bhat[image: External link], khichdi[image: External link], kachori[image: External link], baiganee, crab and dumpling, saheena, pulao or pilao[image: External link]


	
United States Virgin Islands[image: External link] – stewed goat, oxtail or beef, seafood, callaloo[image: External link], fungee[image: External link]
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 See also






	African diaspora[image: External link]

	Anchor coinage[image: External link]

	British African-Caribbean people[image: External link]

	British Indo-Caribbean people[image: External link]

	CONCACAF[image: External link]

	Council on Hemispheric Affairs[image: External link]

	Culture of the Caribbean[image: External link]

	Economy of the Caribbean[image: External link]

	Indian diaspora[image: External link]

	Indo-Caribbean[image: External link]

	Indo-Caribbean American[image: External link]

	List of Caribbean music genres[image: External link]

	List of sovereign states and dependent territories in the Caribbean[image: External link]

	NECOBELAC Project[image: External link]

	Non-resident Indian and person of Indian origin[image: External link]

	Piracy in the Caribbean[image: External link]

	Politics of the Caribbean[image: External link]

	Tourism in the Caribbean[image: External link]



Geography:


	Americas (terminology)[image: External link]

	List of archipelagos by number of islands[image: External link]

	List of Caribbean islands[image: External link]

	List of indigenous names of Eastern Caribbean islands[image: External link]

	List of mountain peaks of the Caribbean[image: External link]

	List of Ultras of the Caribbean[image: External link]

	Middle America (Americas)[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ The Lucayan Archipelago[image: External link] is excluded from some definitions of "Caribbean" and instead classified as Atlantic[image: External link]; this is primarily a geological rather than cultural or environmental distinction.


	
^ Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link] is sometimes excluded from the definition of "Caribbean" on account of being part of the South American continental shelf[image: External link]. This is a geological distinction; cultural and environmental definitions generally include the country.


	
^ The population throughout the country of Panama[image: External link] considers itself and is considered Caribbean.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Alexander Hamilton (song)





"Alexander Hamilton" is the opening number for the 2015 musical Hamilton, a musical biography of American Founding Father Alexander Hamilton, which premiered on Broadway in 2015. Lin-Manuel Miranda wrote both the music and lyrics to the song. This song features "alternately rapped and sung exposition".[1]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History






Play media[image: External link]


[image: External link]

Lin-Manuel Miranda performs an early version of the song at the White House poetry jam in 2009.





This song was originally part of a group of songs entitled "The Hamilton Mixtape" and created by Lin-Manuel Miranda as he started interpreting and adapting Ron Chernow's Hamilton biography for the stage. He performed this number live at a White House poetry jam in 2009. The National Review noted "The Obamas and the other guests react with more than a touch of surprise."[2] The New Yorker writes that "Miranda later heard that the President’s first reaction was to remark that Timothy Geithner[image: External link] had to see this."[3] The musical, and this song's YouTube video in particular, have had an impact on education; Miranda said "I think teachers used just that one clip for the past six years as their intro to Hamilton."[4]

In February 2016, the song was performed live at the Grammys[image: External link], the first time a song was broadcast live from a Broadway stage for the Hollywood award show. Billboard said they "wowed",[5] while TV Line deemed it "crowd-pleasing".[6] Billboard deemed it the night's 4th best live musical moment, writing "the emotional, enervating retelling of American history was one of the night's standout moments".[7] Rolling Stone also deemed it a highlight and wrote "It's not Hamilton's most compelling set piece, but it's a very solid introduction to the show's characters, cast and themes. For millions that won't be able to make it to Broadway this year, watching it performed on network TV was the next best thing to actually scoring a ticket."[8]
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 Synopsis




This song is expository, by setting up who the protagonist is, introducing the other major characters by briefly describing their relationships to him, and summarizing the first two decades of his life in a "bracingly economical synopsis of Hamilton’s early years".[9] This "prologue" to the story, according to Patheos, "doesn’t just bring Hamilton to life, but all of his contemporaries as well".[10]

The derogatory terms used in the number to describe Hamilton, including "bastard", "orphan", "son of a whore and a Scotsman" are repeated throughout the musical in a motif that demonstrates how his upbringing would haunt him for the rest of his life, despite his attempt to escape his childhood misfortunes and social climb. This term was "derived from a contemptuous description by John Adams".[3]

Prior to the musical's release, both Hamilton and Burr were best known for their infamous duel, in which Burr fatally shot Hamilton. In the opening number, Burr himself acknowledges this, essentially giving away the ending. Thus, like the musical Titanic[image: External link], the story becomes more about the journey than the destination.[11]
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 Analysis




The Atlantic[image: External link] notes that the musical's opening question "“How does a bastard, orphan, son of a whore and a Scotsman, dropped in the middle of a forgotten spot in the Caribbean by providence, impoverished, in squalor grow up to be a hero and a scholar?" is answered throughout the following two acts, and essentially becomes "relentless labor", epitomised in Burr's rise to power, Hamilton's written documents, and Eliza's securing of Hamilton's legacy.[12]

Uloop argues that Burr is actually Hamilton's main character, writing that in this opening number "Lin portrays his Burr as one completely knowing of his crime to come, in the style of Jesus Christ Superstar[image: External link]’s Judas[image: External link], and with the ferocity of Les Mis’ Javert[image: External link]."[13]
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 Reception




The song has received critical acclaim. The Huffington Post[image: External link] argues that the song's wordplay and self-awareness elevates it above other opening numbers that rely on this "sung exposition" technique.[11] Pitchfork explains that the song sets the musical tone by incorporating rap while being "still essentially in musical-theater territory".[9] With Burr acting as the narrator of this number, The Los Angeles Times[image: External link] comments: "fitting, somehow, that the man who jealously slew Hamilton in a duel is the first to take up the mystery of his story".[14] Vulture was enamoured by how good the first song was and awaited the rest, exclaiming "My heart swelled with pride after I heard this song, because I was like, 'This right here is hip-hop.' Hip-hop has no boundaries and no limits, and Lin-Manuel and his crew are proving it".[15] Ricordia described it as "the anthem of a man that changed the world", and argued it should be the anthem of all listeners too.[16] Hitfix notes that the song's opening stanzas "have this sort of great simple stripped down quality, just demonstrating how dense the rhyme schemes are, and conveying a lot of information, including a reminder that Hamilton is a face we see every day and rarely consider.[17] Vibe wrote that the song has "booming instrumental, which features dramatic pauses and guitar strings".[18]
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West Indies






The West Indies or Caribbean Basin is a region[image: External link] of the North Atlantic Ocean[image: External link] in the Caribbean, that includes the island nations[image: External link] and surrounding waters of three major archipelagoes: the Greater Antilles[image: External link], the Lesser Antilles[image: External link] and the Lucayan Archipelago[image: External link].[1]

The region is known as the area running from Florida[image: External link] westward along the Gulf Coast[image: External link], then south along the Mexican[image: External link] coast through Central America[image: External link] and then eastward across the northern coast of South America[image: External link].

Bermuda[image: External link] is also included within the region even though it is in the west-central Atlantic, due to its common cultural history created by European colonization of the region, and in most of the region by the presence of a significant group of African descent[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Indigenous peoples were the first inhabitants of the West Indies. In 1492, Christopher Columbus became the first European to arrive at the islands, where he is believed by historians to have first stepped foot in the Bahamas. After the first of the voyages of Christopher Columbus[image: External link] to the Americas[image: External link], Europeans began to use the term West Indies to distinguish the region from the East Indies[image: External link] of South Asia[image: External link] and Southeast Asia[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 History




Main article: History of the Caribbean[image: External link]


In the late sixteenth century, French[image: External link], English[image: External link] and Dutch[image: External link] merchants and privateers began their operations in the Caribbean Sea[image: External link], attacking Spanish and Portuguese shipping and coastal areas. They often took refuge and refitted their ships in the areas the Spanish could not conquer, including the islands of the Lesser Antilles, the northern coast of South America including the mouth of the Orinoco, and the Atlantic Coast of Central America. In the Lesser Antilles they managed to establish a foothold following the colonization of St Kitts[image: External link] in 1624 and Barbados[image: External link] in 1626, and when the Sugar Revolution took off in the mid-seventeenth century, they brought in thousands of African slaves to work the fields and mills. These African slaves wrought a demographic revolution, replacing or joining with either the indigenous Caribs or the European settlers who were there as indentured servants[image: External link].

The struggle between the northern Europeans and the Spanish spread southward in the mid to late seventeenth century, as English, Dutch, French and Spanish colonists, and in many cases their slaves from Africa first entered and then occupied the coast of The Guianas[image: External link] (which fell to the French, English and Dutch) and the Orinoco valley, which fell to the Spanish. The Dutch, allied with the Caribs of the Orinoco would eventually carry the struggles deep into South America, first along the Orinoco and then along the northern reaches of the Amazon[image: External link].

Since no European country had occupied much of Central America, gradually the English of Jamaica established alliances with the Miskito Kingdom[image: External link] of modern-day Nicaragua[image: External link] and Honduras[image: External link], and then began logging on the coast of modern-day Belize[image: External link]. These interconnected commercial and diplomatic relations made up the Western Caribbean Zone[image: External link] which was in place in the early eighteenth century. In the Miskito Kingdom, the rise to power of the Miskito-Zambos[image: External link], who originated in the survivors of a rebellion aboard a slave ship in the 1640s and the introduction of African slaves by British settlers within the Miskito area and in Belize British Honduras[image: External link] also transformed this area into one with a high percentage of persons of African descent as was found in most of the rest of the Caribbean.

From the 17th through the 19th century, the European colonial[image: External link] territories[image: External link] of the West Indies were the French West Indies[image: External link], British West Indies[image: External link], the Danish West Indies[image: External link], the Netherlands Antilles[image: External link] (Dutch West Indies), and the Spanish West Indies[image: External link].

In 1916, Denmark[image: External link] sold the Danish West Indies to the United States for US$25 million in gold, per the Treaty of the Danish West Indies[image: External link]. The Danish West Indies became an insular area[image: External link] of the US, called the United States Virgin Islands[image: External link].

Between 1958 and 1962, the United Kingdom re-organised all their West Indies island territories (except the British Virgin Islands[image: External link] and the Bahamas[image: External link]) into the West Indies Federation[image: External link]. They hoped that the Federation would coalesce into a single, independent nation. However, the Federation had limited powers, numerous practical problems, and a lack of popular support; consequently, it was dissolved by the British in 1963, with nine provinces becoming independent sovereign states and four becoming British Overseas Territories[image: External link].

West Indies or West India was the namesake[image: External link] of several companies[image: External link] of the 17th and 18th centuries, including the Danish West India Company[image: External link], the Dutch West India Company[image: External link], the French West India Company[image: External link], and the Swedish West India Company[image: External link].

West Indian[image: External link] is the official term used by the U.S. government to refer to people of the West Indies[2]
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 Use of the term




Tulane University professor Rosanne Adderly says "[T]he phrase 'West Indies' distinguished the territories encountered by Columbus or and claimed by Spain from discovery claims by other powers in [Asia's] 'East Indies[image: External link]'. … The term 'West Indies' was eventually used by all European nations to describe their own acquired territories in the Americas. … considering British Caribbean colonies collectively as the 'West Indies' had its greatest political importance in the 1950s with the movement to create a federation of those colonies that could ultimately become an independent nation... Despite the collapse of the Federation [in the early 1960s]… the West Indies continues to field a joint cricket team for international competition."[3]

The West Indies cricket team[image: External link] includes participants from Guyana[image: External link], which is geographically located in South America[image: External link].
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 Countries and territories by archipelago
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 Greater Antilles





	
 Cayman Islands[image: External link] (United Kingdom[image: External link])

	
  Cuba[image: External link]


	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]


	
  Haiti[image: External link]


	
  Jamaica[image: External link]


	
 Puerto Rico[image: External link] (United States)
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 Lesser Antilles





	
  Anguilla[image: External link] (United Kingdom)

	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]


	
  Aruba[image: External link] ( Netherlands[image: External link])

	
  Barbados[image: External link]


	
  Bonaire[image: External link] (Netherlands)

	
 British Virgin Islands[image: External link] (United Kingdom)

	
  Curaçao[image: External link] (Netherlands)

	
  Dominica[image: External link]


	
  Grenada[image: External link]


	
  Guadeloupe[image: External link] ( France[image: External link])

	
  Martinique[image: External link] (France)

	
  Montserrat[image: External link] (United Kingdom)

	
 Nueva Esparta[image: External link] (Venezuela)

	
  Saba[image: External link] (Netherlands)

	
 Saint Barthélemy[image: External link] (France)

	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]


	
 Saint Lucia[image: External link]


	
  Saint-Martin[image: External link] ( France[image: External link])

	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines[image: External link]


	
 Sint Eustatius[image: External link] (Netherlands)

	
 Sint Maarten[image: External link] (Netherlands)

	
 Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link]


	
  Guyana[image: External link]


	
 United States Virgin Islands[image: External link] (United States)

	
 Federal Dependencies of Venezuela[image: External link] ( Venezuela[image: External link])
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 Lucayan Archipelago





	
  Bahamas[image: External link]


	
 Turks and Caicos Islands[image: External link] (United Kingdom)
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	Caribbean Basin Initiative[image: External link]

	Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership Act[image: External link]

	History of the Caribbean[image: External link]

	History of the British West Indies[image: External link]

	Spanish colonization of the Americas[image: External link]

	West Indian[image: External link]
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Thirteen Colonies








	Thirteen Colonies



	Part of British America[image: External link] (1607-1776)

as

Colonies of England[image: External link] (1607–1707)

Colonies of Great Britain[image: External link] (1707–1776)




	


	
	1732–1776
	








	



	


The thirteen colonies (shown red) in 1775.





	Capital
	Administered from London[image: External link], England



	Languages
	


	English

	German

	Dutch

	Multiple indigenous languages[image: External link]










	Religion
	


	Puritanism[image: External link]

	Anglicanism[image: External link]

	Other Protestantism[image: External link]


	Judaism[image: External link]

	Roman Catholicism[image: External link]

	Native American religion[image: External link]









	Government
	Constitutional monarchy[image: External link]



	Monarch
	



	 • 
	1607–1625
	
James I & VI[image: External link] (first)




	 • 
	1760–1783
	
George III (last)




	History
	



	 • 
	Roanoke Colony[image: External link]
	1585



	 • 
	Virginia Colony[image: External link]
	1607



	 • 
	New England[image: External link]
	1620



	 • 
	King Charles II charter for Rhode Island and Providence Plantations[image: External link]
	1663



	 • 
	Rupert's Land[image: External link]
	1670



	 • 
	Treaty of Utrecht[image: External link]
	1713



	 • 
	13th colony formed[image: External link]
	1732



	 • 
	Independence declared
	1776



	 • 
	Treaty of Paris[image: External link]
	1783



	Population[image: External link]



	 • 
	1625[1] est.
	1,980 



	 • 
	1775[1] est.
	2,400,000 



	Currency
	


	Pound sterling[image: External link]

	Colonial money[image: External link]

	Bills of credit[image: External link]

	Commodity money[image: External link]









	


	


Preceded by

	Succeeded by



	


	
	Pre-colonial North America[image: External link]



	
	New Netherland[image: External link]





	


	United States
	













	Today part of
	
 United States







	
Part of a series[image: External link] on the





	History of the

United States[image: External link]



	

Timeline[image: External link]



	Prehistory[image: External link]

	Pre-colonial[image: External link]

	Colonial period[image: External link]




	1776–1789[image: External link]

	1789–1849[image: External link]

	1849–1865[image: External link]




	1865–1918[image: External link]

	1918–1945[image: External link]

	1945–1964[image: External link]




	1964–1980[image: External link]

	1980–1991[image: External link]

	1991–2008[image: External link]




	2008– present[image: External link]











	

By ethnicity



	African American[image: External link]

	Asian American[image: External link]

	Chinese American[image: External link]

	Filipino American[image: External link]

	Japanese American[image: External link]

	Jewish American[image: External link]

	Mexican American[image: External link]

	Polish American[image: External link]











	

By topic



	Antisemitism[image: External link]

	
Civil Rights[image: External link]

	1896–1954[image: External link]

	1955–1968[image: External link]





	Civil War[image: External link]

	Culture[image: External link]

	Demographics[image: External link]

	Diplomacy[image: External link]

	Economics[image: External link]

	Historiography[image: External link]

	Labor[image: External link]

	Medicine[image: External link]

	Military[image: External link]

	Socialism[image: External link]

	Southern[image: External link]

	Frontier (Old West)[image: External link]

	Technology and industry[image: External link]

	Territory[image: External link]

	Women[image: External link]











	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










The Thirteen Colonies were a group of British colonies[image: External link] on the east coast of North America[image: External link] founded in the 17th and 18th centuries that declared independence in 1776 and formed the United States of America[image: External link]. The thirteen were (roughly north to south): Province of New Hampshire[image: External link], Province of Massachusetts Bay[image: External link], Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations[image: External link], Connecticut Colony[image: External link], Province of New York[image: External link], Province of New Jersey[image: External link], Province of Pennsylvania[image: External link], Delaware Colony[image: External link], Province of Maryland[image: External link], Colony of Virginia[image: External link], Province of North Carolina[image: External link], Province of South Carolina[image: External link], and Province of Georgia[image: External link].

The Thirteen Colonies had very similar political, constitutional, and legal systems, and were dominated by Protestant English-speakers. They were part of Britain's possessions in the New World[image: External link], which also included colonies in Canada and the Caribbean, as well as East[image: External link] and West Florida[image: External link]. In the 18th century, the British government operated its colonies under a policy of mercantilism[image: External link], in which the central government administered its possessions for the economic benefit of the mother country. However, the Thirteen Colonies had a high degree of self-government and active local elections, and increasingly resisted London's demands for more control. In the 1750s, the colonies began collaborating with one another instead of dealing directly with Britain. These inter-colonial activities cultivated a sense of shared American identity and led to calls for protection of the colonists' "Rights as Englishmen[image: External link]", especially the principle of "no taxation without representation[image: External link]". Grievances with the British government led to the American Revolution, in which the colonies collaborated in forming a Continental Congress[image: External link] which declared independence in 1776 and fought the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] (1775–1783) with the aid of France[image: External link], the Dutch Republic[image: External link], and Spain.[2] The American flag[image: External link] features thirteen horizontal stripes which represent these original thirteen colonies.
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 Predecessors prior to 1730




Main article: British colonization of the Americas[image: External link]



	Dominion of New England[image: External link]

	Created in 1685 by a decree from King James II[image: External link] that consolidated New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link], Plymouth Colony[image: External link], Rhode Island, Connecticut, Province of New York, East Jersey[image: External link], and West Jersey[image: External link] into a single larger colony. The consolidation collapsed after the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] of 1688–89, and the nine former colonies re-established their separate identities in 1689.

	Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link]

	Settled in 1630 by Puritans from England. The colonial charter was revoked in 1684, and a new charter was issued in 1691 establishing an enlarged Province of Massachusetts Bay.

	Colonies in present-day Maine[image: External link]

	Settled in 1622 The Massachusetts Bay Colony claimed the Maine territory in the 1650s, which had a few settlements in southernmost Maine. They were formally made part of the Province of Massachusetts Bay in the charter of 1691.

	Plymouth Colony[image: External link]

	Settled in 1620 by the Pilgrims[image: External link]. Plymouth was merged into the Province of Massachusetts Bay in the charter of 1691.

	Saybrook Colony[image: External link]

	Founded in 1635 and merged with Connecticut Colony in 1644.

	New Haven Colony[image: External link]

	Settled in late 1637. New Haven was absorbed by Connecticut Colony with the issuance of the Connecticut Charter in 1662, partly as royal punishment by King Charles II for harboring the judges who had sentenced King Charles I to death.

	New Netherland[image: External link]

	Extensive region centered about New Amsterdam[image: External link] at the southern tip of Manhattan Island[image: External link]. Prior to its capture by the English on September 6, 1664, it was administered by the Dutch West India Company[image: External link] on site since May 1624. There were earlier New Netherland settlements[image: External link] within this region. Including Fort Nassau (North River)[image: External link] established in 1614 or 1615 within present-day Albany[image: External link] beside the Hudson River[image: External link]. Which was the first formal Dutch[image: External link] presence in North America.

	
East Jersey[image: External link] and West Jersey[image: External link]


	Settled as part of New Netherland[image: External link] in the 1610s. New Jersey was captured (along with New York) by English forces in 1664. New Jersey was divided into two separate colonies in 1674, which were reunited in 1702.

	Colony of Virginia[image: External link]

	The colony existed briefly during the 16th century, and then continuously from 1607. It was the first permanently settled English colony in North America.

	Province of Carolina[image: External link]

	Founded in 1663. Carolina colony was divided into two colonies in 1712: North Carolina and South Carolina. Both colonies became royal colonies in 1729.
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 The Thirteen Colonies




The first permanently settled English colony in North America was the Colony and Dominion of Virginia[image: External link], established 1607. The number of "thirteen" was complete with the establishment of the Province of Georgia[image: External link] in 1732, although the term "Thirteen Colonies" became current only in the context of the American Revolution.[3]

Contemporary documents usually list the thirteen colonies of British North America[image: External link] in geographical order, from the north to the south:
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 New England colonies




Main article: New England colonies[image: External link]



	
Province of Massachusetts Bay[image: External link], later Massachusetts[image: External link], a crown colony established 1692

	
Province of New Hampshire[image: External link], later New Hampshire[image: External link], established in the 1620s, chartered as crown colony in 1679

	
Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations[image: External link], later Rhode Island and Providence Plantations[image: External link], established 1636, chartered[image: External link] as crown colony in 1663

	
Connecticut Colony[image: External link], later Connecticut[image: External link], established 1636, chartered[image: External link] as crown colony in 1662
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 Middle colonies




Main article: Middle Colonies[image: External link]



	
Province of New York[image: External link], later New York[image: External link] and Vermont[image: External link],[4] proprietary colony 1664–1685, crown colony from 1686

	
Province of New Jersey[image: External link], later New Jersey[image: External link], proprietary colony from 1664, crown colony from 1702

	
Province of Pennsylvania[image: External link], later Pennsylvania[image: External link], a proprietary colony established 1681

	
Delaware Colony[image: External link] (before 1776, the Lower Counties on Delaware), later Delaware[image: External link], a proprietary colony established 1664
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 Southern colonies




Main article: Southern Colonies[image: External link]



	
Province of Maryland[image: External link], later Maryland[image: External link], a proprietary colony established 1632

	
Colony and Dominion of Virginia[image: External link], later Virginia[image: External link] and Kentucky[image: External link] (and West Virginia[image: External link] following the American Civil War[image: External link]), a crown colony established 1607

	
Province of North Carolina[image: External link], later North Carolina[image: External link] and Tennessee[image: External link], a crown colony established 1712

	
Province of South Carolina[image: External link], later South Carolina[image: External link], a crown colony established 1712

	
Province of Georgia[image: External link], later Georgia[image: External link], northern sections of Alabama[image: External link] and Mississippi[image: External link], a crown colony established 1732



Virginia and Maryland comprised the Chesapeake Colonies[image: External link]; North and South Carolina were united as the Province of Carolina[image: External link] 1629–1712.
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 Governance and colonial politics




Each of the thirteen colonies developed its own system of limited local self-government under an appointed royal governor[image: External link], derived from the English system of common law[image: External link] and composed largely of independent farmers who owned their own land, voted for their local and provincial government, and served on local juries. Colonial decisions were subject to approval by the governor and the home government. There were also substantial populations of African slaves in some of the colonies, especially Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia.

The names of the colonies were chosen by the founders and proprietors, subject to royal approval, and given in the founding charters. Nine of the thirteen chose to include in their names the term "Province of...", which had no political significance. Later residents tended to drop the ambiguous terminology, as in the map shown in the article Province of New Jersey[image: External link], which is labeled simply "East Jersey" and "West Jersey".
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 Population






	Population of the American colonies



	Year
	Population



	1625
	1,980



	1641
	50,000



	1688
	200,000



	1702
	270,000



	1715
	435,000



	1749
	1,000,000



	1754
	1,500,000



	1765
	2,200,000



	1775
	2,400,000




The colonial population rose to a quarter of a million during the 17th century, and to nearly 2.5 million on the eve of the American revolution. Perkins (1988) notes the importance of good health for the growth of the colonies: "Fewer deaths among the young meant that a higher proportion of the population reached reproductive age, and that fact alone helps to explain why the colonies grew so rapidly."[6] There were, of course, many other reasons for the population growth besides good health, such as the Great Migration[image: External link].

By 1776, about 85% of the white population was derived from the British Isles[image: External link] (English, Irish, Scottish, Welsh), with 9% of German[image: External link] origin and 4% Dutch[image: External link]. Over 90% were farmers, with several small cities that were also seaports linking the colonial economy to the larger British Empire. These populations continued to grow at a rapid rate during the late 18th and early 19th centuries, primarily because of high birth rates and relatively low death rates. Immigration[image: External link] was a minor factor from 1774 to 1830.[7]
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 Slaves




Main article: Slavery in the colonial United States[image: External link]


Slavery was legal and practiced in many of the Thirteen Colonies. In most places, it involved house servants or farm workers. It was of economic importance in the export-oriented tobacco plantations of Virginia and Maryland and on the rice and indigo plantations of South Carolina.[8] About 287,000 slaves were imported into the Thirteen Colonies over a period of 160 years, or 2% of the estimated 12 million taken from Africa to the Americas via the Atlantic slave trade[image: External link]. The great majority went to sugar colonies in the Caribbean and to Brazil, where life expectancy was short and the numbers had to be continually replenished. By the mid-18th century, life expectancy was much higher in the American colonies.[9]



	Slaves imported into Colonial America



	1620–1700
	1701–1760
	1761–1770
	1771–1780
	total



	21,000
	189,000
	63,000
	15,000
	287,000




The numbers grew rapidly through a very high birth rate and low mortality rate, reaching nearly four million by the 1860 census[image: External link]. From 1770 until 1860, the rate of natural growth of North American slaves was much greater than for the population of any nation in Europe, and was nearly twice as rapid as that in England.
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 Religion




Christianity[image: External link] was the predominant religion in the Thirteen Colonies. There were also adherents of Judaism[image: External link] and deism[image: External link], as well as irreligious[image: External link] people.

The colonies were religiously diverse, with numerous Protestant denominations[image: External link] brought by British, German, Dutch, and other immigrants. Christianity was especially strong in New England, as well as in many German and Dutch settlements. The Church of England[image: External link] was officially established in most of the South[image: External link], but its Anglican[image: External link] churches were often controlled by local planters, in a belt stretching from Virginia as far as Georgia, and its enemies blocked the appointment of bishops.[11]

The Reformed tradition[image: External link] was supported by Puritans[image: External link] in New England, who felt that the Church of England was not sufficiently reformed. It was brought in its various Presbyterian[image: External link], Congregationalist[image: External link], and Continental Reformed[image: External link] varieties. The Dutch Reformed Church[image: External link] was popular among Dutch Americans[image: External link], and Lutheranism[image: External link] was prevalent among German immigrants[image: External link]. They also brought diverse forms of Anabaptism[image: External link], especially the Amish[image: External link] variety. Quakers[image: External link] founded Pennsylvania[image: External link], and Baptist[image: External link] preacher Roger Williams[image: External link] founded Providence Plantations[image: External link] which became Rhode Island[image: External link]. Roman Catholics[image: External link] and Jews[image: External link] also arrived, and English Catholics founded Maryland[image: External link].
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Higher education was available for young men in the North, and most students were aspiring Protestant ministers. The oldest colleges were Harvard College[image: External link], College of New Jersey (Princeton)[image: External link], Yale College[image: External link], and College of Rhode Island (Brown)[image: External link]. Others were King's College (Columbia)[image: External link], the College of Philadelphia (University of Pennsylvania)[image: External link], and Dartmouth College[image: External link] in New Hampshire. South of Philadelphia, there was only the College of William and Mary[image: External link] which trained the secular elite in Virginia, especially aspiring lawyers.

Most New England towns sponsored public schools for boys, but public schooling was rare elsewhere. Girls were educated at home or by small local private schools, and they had no access to college. Aspiring physicians and lawyers typically learned as apprentices to an established practitioner, although some young men went to medical schools in Scotland.[12]
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Main article: Colonial government in the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link]


Further information: Colonial history of the United States[image: External link]
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After 1680, the royal government in London took an increasing interest in the affairs of the colonies, which were growing rapidly in population and wealth. In 1680, only Virginia was a royal colony; by 1720, half were under the control of royal governors. These governors were appointees closely tied to the government in London.

Historians before the 1880s emphasized American nationalism. However, scholarship after that time was heavily influenced by the "Imperial school" led by Herbert L. Osgood[image: External link], George Louis Beer[image: External link], Charles McLean Andrews[image: External link], and Lawrence H. Gipson[image: External link]. This viewpoint dominated colonial historiography into the 1940s, and they emphasized and often praised the attention that London gave to all the colonies. In this view, there was never a threat (before the 1770s) that any colony would revolt or seek independence.[13]
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British settlers did not come to the American colonies with the intention of creating a democratic system; yet they quickly created a broad electorate without a land-owning aristocracy, along with a pattern of free elections which put a strong emphasis on voter participation. The colonies offered a much freer degree of suffrage[image: External link] than England or indeed any other country. Any property owner could vote for members of the lower house of the legislature, and they could even vote for the governor in Connecticut and Rhode Island.[14] Voters were required to hold an "interest" in society; as the South Carolina legislature said in 1716, "it is necessary and reasonable, that none but such persons will have an interest in the Province should be capable to elect members of the Commons House of Assembly".[15] The main legal criterion for having an "interest" was ownership of real estate property, which was uncommon in Britain, where 19 out of 20 men were controlled politically by their landlords. (Women, children, indentured servants, and slaves were subsumed under the interest of the family head.) London insisted on this requirement for the colonies, telling governors to exclude from the ballot men who were not freeholders—that is, those who did not own land. Nevertheless, land was so widely owned that 50% to 80% of the men were eligible to vote.[16]

The colonial political culture emphasized deference, so that local notables were the men who ran and were chosen. But sometimes they competed with each other and had to appeal to the common man for votes. There were no political parties, and would-be legislators formed ad-hoc coalitions of their families, friends, and neighbors. Outside of Puritan New England, election day brought in all the men from the countryside to the county seat to make merry, politick, shake hands with the grandees, meet old friends, and hear the speeches—all the while toasting, eating, treating, tippling, and gambling. They voted by shouting their choice to the clerk, as supporters cheered or booed. Candidate George Washington spent £39 for treats for his supporters. The candidates knew that they had to "swill the planters with bumbo" (rum). Elections were carnivals where all men were equal for one day and traditional restraints were relaxed.[17]

The actual rate of voting ranged from 20% to 40% of all adult white males. The rates were higher in Pennsylvania and New York, where long-standing factions based on ethnic and religious groups mobilized supporters at a higher rate. New York and Rhode Island developed long-lasting two-faction systems that held together for years at the colony level, but they did not reach into local affairs. The factions were based on the personalities of a few leaders and an array of family connections, and they had little basis in policy or ideology. Elsewhere the political scene was in a constant whirl, based on personality rather than long-lived factions or serious disputes on issues.[14]

The colonies were independent of one other long before 1774; indeed, all the colonies began as separate and unique settlements or plantations. Further, efforts had failed to form a colonial union through the Albany Congress[image: External link] of 1754 led by Benjamin Franklin[image: External link]. The thirteen all had well-established systems of self-government and elections based on the Rights of Englishmen[image: External link] which they were determined to protect from imperial interference.[18]
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The British Empire at the time operated under the mercantile system[image: External link], where all trade was concentrated inside the Empire, and trade with other empires was forbidden. The goal was to enrich Britain—its merchants and its government. Whether the policy was good for the colonists was not an issue in London, but Americans became increasingly restive with mercantilist policies.[19]

Mercantilism meant that the government and the merchants became partners with the goal of increasing political power and private wealth, to the exclusion of other empires. The government protected its merchants—and kept others out—by trade barriers, regulations, and subsidies to domestic industries in order to maximize exports from and minimize imports to the realm. The government had to fight smuggling—which became a favorite American technique in the 18th century to circumvent the restrictions on trading with the French, Spanish or Dutch.[20] The tactic used by mercantilism was to run trade surpluses, so that gold and silver would pour into London. The government took its share through duties and taxes, with the remainder going to merchants in Britain. The government spent much of its revenue on a superb Royal Navy[image: External link], which not only protected the British colonies but threatened the colonies of the other empires, and sometimes seized them. Thus the British Navy captured New Amsterdam[image: External link] (New York) in 1664. The colonies were captive markets for British industry, and the goal was to enrich the mother country.[21]
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Main articles: Navigation Acts[image: External link], Molasses Act[image: External link], and Royal Proclamation of 1763[image: External link]


Further information: Parson's Cause[image: External link]


Britain implemented mercantilism by trying to block American trade with the French, Spanish, or Dutch empires using the Navigation Acts[image: External link], which Americans avoided as often as they could. The royal officials responded to smuggling with open-ended search warrants (Writs of Assistance[image: External link]). In 1761, Boston lawyer James Otis[image: External link] argued that the writs violated the constitutional rights[image: External link] of the colonists. He lost the case, but John Adams later wrote, "Then and there the child Independence was born."[22]

However, the colonists took pains to argue that they did not oppose British regulation of their external trade; they only opposed legislation which affected them internally.

On December 1, 1763, Patrick Henry argued the Parson's Cause[image: External link] in the Colony of Virginia[image: External link] at Hanover Courthouse,[23] where the legislature had passed a law which was then vetoed by the king. Henry argued "that a King, by disallowing Acts of this salutary nature, from being the father of his people, degenerated into a Tyrant and forfeits all right to his subjects' obedience".[24]

Great Britain took control of the French holdings in North America outside the Caribbean following their victory in the French and Indian War[image: External link] in 1763. The British sought to maintain peaceful relations with those Indian tribes that had allied with the French, to keep them separated from the American frontiersmen. To this end, the Royal Proclamation of 1763[image: External link] restricted settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains[image: External link], as this was designated an Indian Reserve[image: External link].[25] Some groups of settlers disregarded the proclamation, continuing to move west and establish farms.[26] The proclamation was soon modified and was no longer a hindrance to settlement, but the fact angered the colonists that it had been promulgated without their prior consultation.[27]
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 Coming of the American revolution




Americans insisted on the principle of "no taxation without representation[image: External link]" beginning with the intense protests over the Stamp Act of 1765[image: External link], representation being understood in the context of Parliament directly levying the duty or excise tax, and thus by-passing the colonial legislatures, which had levied taxes on the colonies in the monarch's stead prior to 1763.[28] They argued that the colonies had no representation in the British Parliament, so it was a violation of their rights as Englishmen for taxes to be imposed upon them. The other British colonies that had assemblies largely agreed with those in the Thirteen Colonies, but they were thoroughly controlled by the British Empire and the Royal Navy[image: External link], so protests were hopeless.[29]

Parliament rejected the colonial protests and asserted its authority by passing new taxes. Trouble escalated over the tea tax, as Americans in each colony boycotted the tea, and those in Boston dumped the tea in the harbor during the Boston Tea Party[image: External link] in 1773. Tensions escalated in 1774 as Parliament passed the laws known as the Intolerable Acts[image: External link], which greatly restricted self-government in the colony of Massachusetts, among other things.

In response, the colonies formed extralegal bodies of elected representatives, generally known as Provincial Congresses[image: External link]. Colonists emphasized their determination by boycotting imports of British merchandise.[30] Later in 1774, twelve colonies sent representatives to the First Continental Congress[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link]. During the Second Continental Congress, the thirteenth colony (Georgia) sent delegates, as well. By spring 1775, all royal officials had been expelled from all thirteen colonies. The Continental Congress[image: External link] became a national government. It raised an army to fight the British and named George Washington its commander, made treaties, declared independence, and recommended that the colonies write constitutions and become states.[31]
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 Other British colonies




Main articles: British America[image: External link] and Colonial history of the United States[image: External link]


Besides these thirteen colonies, Britain had another dozen in the New World[image: External link]. Those in the British West Indies[image: External link], Newfoundland[image: External link], the Province of Quebec[image: External link], Nova Scotia[image: External link], Prince Edward Island[image: External link], Bermuda[image: External link], and East[image: External link] and West Florida[image: External link] remained loyal to the crown throughout the war (although Spain reacquired Florida before the war was over). There was a certain degree of sympathy with the Patriot cause in several of the other colonies, but their geographical isolation and the dominance of British naval power precluded any effective participation.[32] The British crown had only recently acquired those lands, and many of the issues facing the Thirteen Colonies did not apply to them, especially in the case of Quebec and Florida.[33]

At the time of the war Britain had seven other colonies on the Atlantic[image: External link] coast of North America: Newfoundland[image: External link], Rupert's Land[image: External link] (the area around the Hudson Bay[image: External link]), Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, East Florida, West Florida, and the Province of Quebec. There were other colonies in the Americas as well, largely in the British West Indies. These colonies remained loyal to the crown.[34]

Newfoundland stayed loyal to Britain without question. It was exempt from the Navigation Acts and shared none of the grievances of the continental colonies. It was tightly bound to Britain and controlled by the Royal Navy and had no assembly that could voice grievances.

Nova Scotia had a large Yankee[image: External link] element that had recently arrived from New England, and shared the sentiments of the Americans about demanding the rights of the British men. The royal government in Halifax[image: External link] reluctantly allowed the Yankees of Nova Scotia a kind of "neutrality." In any case, the island-like geography and the presence of the major British naval base at Halifax made the thought of armed resistance impossible.[35]

Quebec was inhabited by French Catholic settlers who came under British control in the previous decade. The Quebec Act of 1774[image: External link] gave them formal cultural autonomy within the empire, and many priests feared the intense Protestantism in New England. The American grievances over taxation had little relevance, and there was no assembly nor elections of any kind that could have mobilized any grievances. Even so, the Americans offered membership in the new nation and sent a military expedition that failed to capture Canada[image: External link] in 1775. Most Canadians remained neutral but some joined the American cause.[36]

In the West Indies the elected assemblies of Jamaica, Grenada[image: External link], and Barbados formally declared their sympathies for the American cause and called for mediation, but the others were quite loyal. Britain carefully avoided antagonizing the rich owners of sugar plantations (many of whom lived in London); in turn the planters' greater dependence on slavery made them recognize the need for British military protection from possible slave revolts. The possibilities for overt action were sharply limited by the overwhelming power of Royal Navy in the islands. During the war there was some opportunistic trading with American ships.[37]

In Bermuda and the Bahamas local leaders were angry at the food shortages caused by British blockade of American ports. There was increasing sympathy for the American cause, including smuggling, and both colonies were considered "passive allies" of the United States throughout the war. When an American naval squadron arrived in the Bahamas to seize gunpowder, the colony gave no resistance at all.[38]

East Florida and West Florida were territories transferred from Spain to Britain after the French and Indian War by treaty. The few British colonists there needed protection from attacks by Indians and Spanish privateers. After 1775, East Florida became a major base for the British war effort in the South, especially in the invasions of Georgia and South Carolina.[39] However, Spain seized Pensacola in West Florida in 1781, then recovered both territories in the Treaty of Paris[image: External link] that ended the war in 1783. Spain ultimately transferred the Florida provinces to the United States in 1819.[40]
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Further information: Historiography of the British Empire[image: External link]


The first British empire centered on the 13 American colonies, which attracted large numbers of settlers from Britain. The "Imperial School" in the 1900s–1930s period took a favorable view of the benefits of empire, emphasizing its successful economic integration.[41] The Imperial School included such historians as Herbert L. Osgood, George Louis Beer, Charles M. Andrews[image: External link], and Lawrence Gipson[image: External link].[42]

The shock of Britain's defeat in 1783 caused a radical revision of their policies on colonialism, thereby producing what historians call the end of the First British Empire; of course, Britain still owned Canada and some islands in the West Indies.[43] Ashley Jackson[image: External link] writes:


The first British Empire was largely destroyed by the loss of the American colonies, followed by a "swing to the east" and the foundation of a second British Empire based on commercial and territorial expansion in South Asia.[44]



Much of the historiography concerns the reasons why the Americans rebelled in the 1770s and successfully broke away. Since the 1960s, the mainstream of historiography emphasizes the growth of American consciousness and nationalism, and its Republican value system in opposition to the aristocratic viewpoint of British leaders.[45]

In the analysis of the coming of the Revolution, historians in recent decades have mostly used one of three approaches.[46]


	The Atlantic history[image: External link] view places the American story in a broader context, including revolutions in France and Haiti. It tends to integrate the historiographies of the American Revolution and the British Empire.[47][48]


	The "New social history[image: External link]" approach looks at community social structure to find cleavages that were magnified into colonial cleavages.

	The ideological approach centers on Republicanism in the United States.[49] Republicanism dictated that there would be no royalty or aristocracy or national church. It did permit continuation of the British common law, which American lawyers and jurists understood, approved of, and used in their everyday practice. Historians have examined how the rising American legal profession adapted the British common law to incorporate republicanism by selective revision of legal customs and by introducing more choice for courts.[50][51]
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American Revolution






This article is about political and social developments, and the origins and aftermath of the war. For military actions, see American Revolutionary War[image: External link]. For other uses, see American Revolution (disambiguation)[image: External link].

In this article, inhabitants of the Thirteen Colonies who supported the American Revolution are primarily referred to as "Americans" or "Patriots," and sometimes as "Whigs," "Rebels," or "Revolutionaries." Colonists who supported the British side are called " Loyalists[image: External link]" or " Tories[image: External link]". In accordance with the policy of this encyclopedia, this article uses American English terminology.

The American Revolution was a political upheaval that took place between 1765 and 1783 during which colonists in the Thirteen Colonies maintained by force of arms[image: External link] their refusal to submit to the authority of the King and Parliament of Great Britain[image: External link], and founded the independent United States.

Starting in 1765[image: External link], members of American colonial society rejected the authority[image: External link] of the British Parliament[image: External link] to tax them and to create other laws affecting them without colonial representatives in the government. During the following decade, protests continued to escalate by colonists (known as Patriots), as in the Boston Tea Party[image: External link] in 1773, during which patriots destroyed a consignment of taxed tea from the Parliament-controlled and favored East India Company[image: External link].[1] The British responded by closing Boston Harbour, demanding that it would not be re-opened until those responsible for the vandalism of property owned by innocent third party merchants paid for the damages caused by their actions in 1774 in what was known as the Coercive Acts[image: External link], following which Patriots in the other colonies rallied behind Massachusetts. In late 1774, the Patriots set up their own alternative government[image: External link] to better coordinate their resistance efforts against Great Britain, while other colonists, known as Loyalists, preferred to remain aligned to the British Crown.

Tensions escalated to the outbreak of fighting between Patriot militia and British regulars at Lexington and Concord[image: External link] in April 1775. The conflict then developed into a global war, during which the Patriots (and later their French, Spanish, and Dutch allies) fought the British and Loyalists in what became known as the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] (1775–1783). Patriots in each of the thirteen colonies formed Provincial Congresses[image: External link] that assumed power from the old colonial governments and suppressed Loyalism, and from there built a Continental Army under the leadership of General George Washington. The Continental Congress determined King George III's rule to be tyrannical[image: External link] and infringing the colonists' "rights as Englishmen[image: External link]", and declared the colonies free and independent states on July 4, 1776. The Patriot leadership professed the political philosophies of liberalism[image: External link] and republicanism to reject monarchy[image: External link] and aristocracy[image: External link], and proclaimed that all men are created equal. Congress rejected British proposals requiring allegiance to the monarchy and abandonment of independence.

The British were forced out of Boston in 1776, but then captured and held New York City for the duration of the war. They blockaded the ports and captured other cities for brief periods, but failed to defeat Washington's forces. After a failed Patriot invasion of Canada during the winter of 1775–76, a British army was captured at the Battle of Saratoga[image: External link] in late 1777, following which the French openly entered the war as allies of the United States. The war later turned to the American South, where the British under the leadership of Charles Cornwallis captured an army at South Carolina[image: External link] but failed to enlist enough volunteers from Loyalist civilians to take effective control of the territory. A combined American–French force captured a second British army at Yorktown in 1781, effectively ending the war in the United States. The Treaty of Paris[image: External link] in 1783 formally ended the conflict, confirming the new nation's complete separation from the British Empire. The United States took possession of nearly all the territory east of the Mississippi River[image: External link] and south of the Great Lakes[image: External link], with the British retaining control of Canada and Spain taking Florida.

Among the significant results of the revolution was the creation of a new Constitution of the United States[image: External link]. The new Constitution established a relatively strong federal[image: External link] national government that included an executive, a national judiciary[image: External link], and a bicameral Congress[image: External link] that represented states in the Senate[image: External link] and population in the House of Representatives.[2][3] The Revolution also resulted in the migration of around 60,000 Loyalists to other British territories, especially British North America (Canada).
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 Origin




Historians typically begin their histories of the American Revolution with the British victory in the French and Indian War[image: External link] in 1763, which removed France as a major player in North American affairs. Lawrence Henry Gipson[image: External link], the historian of the British Empire, states:


	It may be said as truly that the American Revolution was an aftermath of the Anglo-French conflict in the New World carried on between 1754 and 1763.[4]




The Royal Proclamation of 1763[image: External link] may have played a role in the separation of the United States from Great Britain, as colonists at the time wanted to continue in the economically beneficial cultural practice of taking land for one's own livelihood as part of the drive west. The lands west of Quebec and west of a line running along the crest of the Allegheny mountains became Indian territory, temporarily barred to settlement.

For the prior history, see Thirteen Colonies.
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 1651–1748: Early seeds




Main articles: Navigation Acts[image: External link], Dominion of New England[image: External link], King Philip's War[image: External link], and War of the Austrian Succession[image: External link]


As early as 1651, the English government[image: External link] had sought to regulate trade in the American colonies[image: External link]. On October 9, the Navigation Acts[image: External link] were passed to ensure trade only enriched Britain[image: External link], barring trade with other nations.[5][6] While some[7][8] argue the economic impact on the colonists was minimal, the political friction triggered was more serious, as the merchants most directly affected were most politically active.[9] The conclusion of King Philip's War[image: External link] in 1678, much of which was fought without significant assistance from England, contributed to the development of a unique identity, separate from that of Britain[image: External link].[10] In the 1680s, King[image: External link] Charles II[image: External link] determined to bring New England[image: External link] under a more centralized administration, in order to regulate trade more effectively.[11] His efforts were fiercely opposed by the colonists, resulting in the abrogation of their colonial charter by the Crown.[12] Charles' successor, James II[image: External link], finalized these efforts in 1686, establishing the Dominion of New England[image: External link]. Dominion rule triggered bitter resentment throughout New England; the enforcement of the unpopular Navigation Acts and the curtailing of local democracy angered the colonists.[13] Encouraged by a change of government in England[image: External link] that saw James II effectively abdicate[image: External link], a populist uprising[image: External link] overthrew Dominion rule on April 18, 1689.[14][15] Colonial governments reasserted their control in the wake of the revolt, and successive governments made no more attempts to restore the Dominion.[16][17]

Subsequent English, and later British[image: External link], governments continued in their efforts to tax certain goods; passing acts regulating the trade of wool[image: External link],[18] hats[image: External link],[19] and molasses[image: External link].[20] In 1733, the Molasses Act[image: External link] in particular was egregious to the colonists, as a significant part of colonial trade relied on the product. The taxes severely damaged the New England[image: External link] economy, and, as a result, the taxes were rarely paid, resulting in a surge of smuggling[image: External link], bribery[image: External link], piracy[image: External link] and intimidation of customs officials.[21] Colonial wars[image: External link] fought in America were often the source of considerable tension. Following the conclusion of the War of the Austrian Succession[image: External link] in 1748, the British agreed to cede the captured fortress of Louisbourg[image: External link] back to France[image: External link]. New England colonists resented the loss of life, effort and expenditure involved in subduing the fortress, only to have it returned to their erstwhile enemy.[22]
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 1764–1766: Taxes imposed and withdrawn




Main articles: Sugar Act[image: External link], Currency Act[image: External link], Quartering Acts[image: External link], Stamp Act 1765[image: External link], and Declaratory Act[image: External link]


Further information: No taxation without representation[image: External link] and Virtual representation[image: External link]


In 1764, Parliament passed the Currency Act to restrain the use of paper money which British merchants saw as a means to evade debt payments.[23] Parliament also passed the Sugar Act, imposing customs duties[image: External link] on a number of articles. That same year, Prime Minister George Grenville[image: External link] proposed to impose direct taxes on the colonies to raise revenue, but he delayed action to see whether the colonies would propose some way to raise the revenue themselves.[citation needed[image: External link]] None did and Parliament passed the Stamp Act in March 1765 which imposed direct taxes on the colonies for the first time. All official documents, newspapers, almanacs, and pamphlets—even decks of playing cards—were required to have the stamps.

The colonists did not object that the taxes were high (they were low),[24] but because they had no representation in the Parliament. Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] testified in Parliament in 1766 that Americans already contributed heavily to the defense of the Empire. He said that local governments had raised, outfitted, and paid 25,000 soldiers to fight France—as many as Britain itself sent—and spent many millions from American treasuries doing so in the French and Indian War[image: External link] alone.[25][26] London had to deal with 1,500 politically well-connected British Army soldiers. The decision was to keep them on active duty with full pay, but they had to be stationed somewhere. Stationing a standing army[image: External link] in Great Britain during peacetime was politically unacceptable, so the decision was made to station them in America and have the Americans pay them The soldiers had no military mission --they were not there to defend the colonies because there was no threat to the colonies.[27]

In 1765, the Sons of Liberty[image: External link] formed. They used public demonstrations, boycott[image: External link], violence, and threats of violence to ensure that the British tax laws were unenforceable. In Boston, the Sons of Liberty burned the records of the vice admiralty court[image: External link] and looted the home of chief justice Thomas Hutchinson[image: External link]. Several legislatures called for united action, and nine colonies sent delegates to the Stamp Act Congress[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link] in October 1765. Moderates led by John Dickinson[image: External link] drew up a "Declaration of Rights and Grievances[image: External link]" stating that taxes passed without representation violated their rights as Englishmen[image: External link]. Colonists emphasized their determination by boycotting imports of British merchandise.[28]

The Parliament at Westminster saw itself as the supreme lawmaking authority throughout all British possessions and thus entitled to levy any tax without colonial approval.[29] They argued that the colonies were legally British corporations that were completely subordinate to the British parliament and pointed to numerous instances where Parliament had made laws binding on the colonies in the past.[30] They did not see anything in the unwritten British constitution that made taxes special[31] and noted that Parliament had taxed American trade for decades. Parliament insisted that the colonies effectively enjoyed a "virtual representation[image: External link]" as most British people did, as only a small minority of the British population elected representatives to Parliament.[32] Americans such as James Otis[image: External link] maintained that the Americans were not in fact virtually represented.[33]

In London, the Rockingham[image: External link] government came to power (July 1765) and Parliament debated whether to repeal the stamp tax or to send an army to enforce it. Benjamin Franklin made the case for repeal, explaining that the colonies had spent heavily in manpower, money, and blood in defense of the empire in a series of wars against the French and Indians, and that further taxes to pay for those wars were unjust and might bring about a rebellion. Parliament agreed and repealed the tax (February 21, 1766), but in the Declaratory Act[image: External link] of March 1766 insisted that parliament retained full power to make laws for the colonies "in all cases whatsoever".[34] The repeal nonetheless caused widespread celebrations in the colonies.

Briggs says that unnamed modern American economic historians have challenged the view that Great Britain was placing a heavy burden on the North American colonies and have suggested that the cost of defending them from the possibility of invasion by France or Spain was £400,000 – five times the maximum income from them. Briggs rejects the analysis, saying that issue was not invoked at the time.[35]
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 1767–1773: Townshend Acts and the Tea Act




Main articles: Townshend Acts[image: External link] and Tea Act[image: External link]


Further information: Massachusetts Circular Letter[image: External link], Boston Massacre[image: External link], and Boston Tea Party[image: External link]


In 1767, the Parliament passed the Townshend Acts[image: External link] which placed duties on a number of essential goods, including paper, glass, and tea, and established a Board of Customs in Boston to more rigorously execute trade regulations. The new taxes were enacted on the belief that Americans only objected to internal taxes and not to external taxes such as custom duties. The Americans, however, argued against the constitutionality of the act because its purpose was to raise revenue and not regulate trade. Colonists responded by organizing new boycotts of British goods. These boycotts were less effective, however, as the Townshend goods were widely used.

In February 1768, the Assembly of Massachusetts Bay issued a circular letter[image: External link] to the other colonies urging them to coordinate resistance. The governor dissolved the assembly when it refused to rescind the letter. Meanwhile, a riot broke out in Boston in June 1768 over the seizure of the sloop Liberty, owned by John Hancock[image: External link], for alleged smuggling. Customs officials were forced to flee, prompting the British to deploy troops to Boston. A Boston town meeting declared that no obedience was due to parliamentary laws and called for the convening of a convention. A convention assembled but only issued a mild protest before dissolving itself. In January 1769, Parliament responded to the unrest by reactivating the Treason Act 1543[image: External link] which called for subjects outside the realm to face trials for treason in England. The governor of Massachusetts was instructed to collect evidence of said treason, and the threat caused widespread outrage, though it was not carried out.

On March 5, 1770, a large crowd gathered around a group of British soldiers. The crowd grew threatening, throwing snowballs, rocks, and debris at them. One soldier was clubbed and fell.[36] There was no order to fire, but the soldiers fired into the crowd anyway. They hit 11 people; three civilians died at the scene of the shooting, and two died after the incident. The event quickly came to be called the Boston Massacre[image: External link]. The soldiers were tried and acquitted (defended by John Adams), but the widespread descriptions soon began to turn colonial sentiment against the British. This, in turn, began a downward spiral in the relationship between Britain and the Province of Massachusetts.[36]

A new ministry under Lord North[image: External link] came to power in 1770, and Parliament withdrew all taxes except the tax on tea, giving up its efforts to raise revenue while maintaining the right to tax. This temporarily resolved the crisis, and the boycott of British goods largely ceased, with only the more radical patriots such as Samuel Adams[image: External link] continuing to agitate.

In June 1772, American patriots, including John Brown[image: External link], burned a British warship that had been vigorously enforcing unpopular trade regulations in what became known as the Gaspee Affair[image: External link]. The affair was investigated for possible treason, but no action was taken.

In 1772, it became known that the Crown intended to pay fixed salaries to the governors and judges in Massachusetts. Samuel Adams in Boston set about creating new Committees of Correspondence, which linked Patriots in all 13 colonies and eventually provided the framework for a rebel government. Virginia, the largest colony, set up its Committee of Correspondence in early 1773, on which Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson served.[38]

A total of about 7,000 to 8,000 Patriots served on "Committees of Correspondence" at the colonial and local levels, comprising most of the leadership in their communities. Loyalists were excluded. The committees became the leaders[image: External link] of the American resistance to British actions, and largely determined the war effort at the state and local level. When the First Continental Congress decided to boycott British products, the colonial and local Committees took charge, examining merchant records and publishing the names of merchants who attempted to defy the boycott by importing British goods.[39]

In 1773, private letters were published[image: External link] in which Massachusetts Governor Thomas Hutchinson claimed that the colonists could not enjoy all English liberties, and Lieutenant Governor Andrew Oliver[image: External link] called for the direct payment of colonial officials. The letters' contents were used as evidence of a systematic plot against American rights, and discredited Hutchinson in the eyes of the people; the Assembly petitioned for his recall. Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], postmaster general for the colonies, acknowledged that he leaked the letters, which led to him being berated by British officials and fired from his job.

Meanwhile, Parliament passed the Tea Act[image: External link] to lower the price of taxed tea exported to the colonies in order to help the East India Company[image: External link] undersell smuggled Dutch tea. Special consignees were appointed to sell the tea in order to bypass colonial merchants. The act was opposed by those who resisted the taxes and also by smugglers who stood to lose business.[citation needed[image: External link]] In most instances, the consignees were forced to resign and the tea was turned back, but Massachusetts governor Hutchinson refused to allow Boston merchants to give in to pressure. A town meeting in Boston determined that the tea would not be landed, and ignored a demand from the governor to disperse. On December 16, 1773, a group of men, led by Samuel Adams and dressed to evoke the appearance of American Indians, boarded the ships of the British East India Company[image: External link] and dumped £10,000 worth of tea from their holds (approximately £636,000 in 2008) into Boston Harbor. Decades later, this event became known as the Boston Tea Party[image: External link] and remains a significant part of American patriotic lore.[40]
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 1774–1775: Intolerable Acts and the Quebec Act




Main articles: Quebec Act[image: External link] and Intolerable Acts[image: External link]


The British government responded by passing several Acts which came to be known as the Intolerable Acts[image: External link], which further darkened colonial opinion towards the British. They consisted of four laws enacted by the British parliament.[41] The first was the Massachusetts Government Act[image: External link] which altered the Massachusetts charter and restricted town meetings. The second act was the Administration of Justice Act[image: External link] which ordered that all British soldiers to be tried were to be arraigned in Britain, not in the colonies. The third Act was the Boston Port Act[image: External link], which closed the port of Boston until the British had been compensated for the tea lost in the Boston Tea Party. The fourth Act was the Quartering Act of 1774[image: External link], which allowed royal governors to house British troops in the homes of citizens without requiring permission of the owner.[42]

In response, Massachusetts patriots issued the Suffolk Resolves[image: External link] and formed an alternative shadow government known as the "Provincial Congress" which began training militia outside British-occupied Boston.[43] In September 1774, the First Continental Congress[image: External link] convened, consisting of representatives from each of the colonies, to serve as a vehicle for deliberation and collective action. During secret debates, conservative Joseph Galloway[image: External link] proposed the creation of a colonial Parliament that would be able to approve or disapprove of acts of the British Parliament, but his idea was not accepted. The Congress instead endorsed the proposal of John Adams that Americans would obey Parliament voluntarily but would resist all taxes in disguise. Congress called for a boycott beginning on 1 December 1774 of all British goods; it was enforced by new committees authorized by the Congress.[44]
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 Military hostilities begin




Further information: Shot heard 'round the world[image: External link], Boston campaign[image: External link], Invasion of Canada (1775)[image: External link], and American Revolutionary War[image: External link]


Massachusetts was declared in a state of rebellion in February 1775 and the British garrison received orders to disarm the rebels and arrest their leaders, leading to the Battles of Lexington and Concord[image: External link] on 19 April 1775. The Patriots laid siege to Boston, expelled royal officials from all the colonies, and took control through the establishment of Provincial Congresses[image: External link]. The Battle of Bunker Hill[image: External link] followed on June 17, 1775. It was a British victory—but at a great cost: about 1,000 British casualties from a garrison of about 6,000, as compared to 500 American casualties from a much larger force.[45][46] The Second Continental Congress was divided on the best course of action, but eventually produced the Olive Branch Petition, in which they attempted to come to an accord with King George. The king, however, issued the declaration by the King[image: External link] which stated that the states were "in rebellion" and the members of Congress were traitors.

In the winter of 1775, the Americans invaded Canada[image: External link] under generals Benedict Arnold and Richard Montgomery. Overall, the attack was a complete failure; many Americans who weren't killed were either captured or died of smallpox.

In March 1776, the Continental Army forced the British to evacuate Boston[image: External link], with George Washington as the commander of the new army. The revolutionaries were now in full control of all 13 colonies and were ready to declare independence. There still were many Loyalists, but they were no longer in control anywhere by July 1776, and all of the Royal officials had fled.[47]
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 Creating new state constitutions




Following the Battle of Bunker Hill[image: External link] in June 1775, the Patriots had control of Massachusetts outside the Boston city limits, and the Loyalists suddenly found themselves on the defensive with no protection from the British army. In all 13 colonies, Patriots had overthrown their existing governments, closing courts and driving away British officials. They had elected conventions and "legislatures" that existed outside any legal framework; new constitutions were drawn up in each state to supersede royal charters. They declared that they were states now, not colonies.[48]

On January 5, 1776, New Hampshire[image: External link] ratified the first state constitution. In May 1776, Congress voted to suppress all forms of crown authority, to be replaced by locally created authority. Virginia, South Carolina[image: External link], and New Jersey created their constitutions before July 4. Rhode Island[image: External link] and Connecticut[image: External link] simply took their existing royal charters[image: External link] and deleted all references to the crown.[49] The new states were all committed to republicanism, with no inherited offices. They decided what form of government to create, and also how to select those who would craft the constitutions and how the resulting document would be ratified. On 26 May 1776, John Adams wrote James Sullivan from Philadelphia:

"Depend upon it, sir, it is dangerous to open so fruitful a source of controversy and altercation, as would be opened by attempting to alter the qualifications of voters. There will be no end of it. New claims will arise. Women will demand a vote. Lads from twelve to twenty one will think their rights not enough attended to, and every man, who has not a farthing, will demand an equal voice with any other in all acts of state. It tends to confound and destroy all distinctions, and prostrate all ranks, to one common level".[50][51]

The resulting constitutions in states such as Maryland[image: External link], Virginia, Delaware[image: External link], New York, and Massachusetts[image: External link][52] featured:


	Property qualifications for voting and even more substantial requirements for elected positions (though New York and Maryland lowered property qualifications)[48]


	
Bicameral legislatures[image: External link], with the upper house as a check on the lower

	Strong governors[image: External link] with veto power over the legislature and substantial appointment authority

	Few or no restraints on individuals holding multiple positions in government

	The continuation of state-established religion[image: External link]




In Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New Hampshire, the resulting constitutions embodied:


	universal manhood suffrage, or minimal property requirements for voting or holding office (New Jersey enfranchised some property-owning widows, a step that it retracted 25 years later)

	strong, unicameral legislatures[image: External link]


	relatively weak governors without veto powers, and with little appointing authority

	prohibition against individuals holding multiple government posts



The radical provisions of Pennsylvania's constitution lasted only 14 years. In 1790, conservatives gained power in the state legislature, called a new constitutional convention, and rewrote the constitution. The new constitution substantially reduced universal male suffrage, gave the governor veto power and patronage appointment authority, and added an upper house with substantial wealth qualifications to the unicameral legislature. Thomas Paine called it a constitution unworthy of America.[2]
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 Independence and Union




Further information: Lee Resolution[image: External link], Articles of Confederation, Committee of Five, and United States Declaration of Independence


In April 1776, the North Carolina Provincial Congress[image: External link] issued the Halifax Resolves[image: External link], explicitly authorizing its delegates to vote for independence.[53] In May, Congress called on all the states to write constitutions and eliminate the last remnants of royal rule.

By June, nine colonies were ready for independence; one by one, the last four fell into line—Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and New York. Richard Henry Lee[image: External link] was instructed by the Virginia legislature to propose independence, and he did so on June 7, 1776. On the 11th, a committee was created to draft a document explaining the justifications for separation from Britain. After securing enough votes for passage, independence was voted for on July 2. The Declaration of Independence was drafted largely by Thomas Jefferson and presented by the committee; it was slightly revised and unanimously adopted by the entire Congress on July 4, marking the formation of a new sovereign nation which called itself the United States of America[image: External link].[54]

The Second Continental Congress approved a new constitution, the "Articles of Confederation," for ratification by the states on November 15, 1777, and immediately began operating under their terms. The Articles were formally ratified on March 1, 1781. At that point, the Continental Congress was dissolved and a new government of the United States in Congress Assembled took its place on the following day, with Samuel Huntington[image: External link] as presiding officer.[55][56]
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 Defending the Revolution




Main article: American Revolutionary War[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 British return: 1776–1777




Further information: New York and New Jersey campaign, Staten Island Peace Conference[image: External link], Saratoga campaign[image: External link], and Philadelphia campaign[image: External link]


According to British historian Jeremy Black[image: External link], the British had significant advantages, including a highly trained army, the world's largest navy, and a highly efficient system of public finance that could easily fund the war. However, the British were seriously handicapped by their misunderstanding of the depth of support for the Patriot position. Ignoring the advice of General Gage, they misinterpreted the situation as merely a large-scale riot. London decided that they could overawe the Americans by sending a large military and naval force, forcing them to be loyal again:


Convinced that the Revolution was the work of a full few miscreants who had rallied an armed rabble to their cause, they expected that the revolutionaries would be intimidated…. Then the vast majority of Americans, who were loyal but cowed by the terroristic tactics… would rise up, kick out the rebels, and restore loyal government in each colony.[57]



Washington forced the British out of Boston in the spring of 1776, and neither the British nor the Loyalists controlled any significant areas. The British, however, were massing forces at their naval base at Halifax, Nova Scotia[image: External link]. They returned in force in July 1776, landing in New York and defeating Washington's Continental Army at the Battle of Brooklyn[image: External link] in August. After winning the Battle of Brooklyn, the British requested a meeting with representatives from Congress to negotiate an end to hostilities.[58][59]

A delegation including John Adams and Benjamin Franklin met Howe[image: External link] on Staten Island[image: External link] in New York Harbor on September 11, in what became known as the Staten Island Peace Conference[image: External link]. Howe demanded a retraction of the Declaration of Independence, which was refused, and negotiations ended. The British then quickly seized New York City[image: External link] and nearly captured Washington's army. They made New York their main political and military base of operations in North America, holding it until November 1783[image: External link]. The city became the destination for Loyalist refugees and a focal point of Washington's intelligence network[image: External link].[58][59]

The British also took New Jersey, pushing the Continental Army into Pennsylvania. Washington crossed the Delaware River[image: External link] back into New Jersey in a surprise attack in late December 1776 and defeated Hessian and British armies at Trenton and Princeton, thereby regaining control of most of New Jersey. The victories gave an important boost to Patriots at a time when morale was flagging, and have become iconic events of the war.

In 1777, the British sent Burgoyne's invasion force from Canada south to New York to seal off New England. Their aim was to neutralize the Yankees, whom the British perceived as the primary source of agitators. The British army in New York City went to Philadelphia in a major case of mis-coordination, capturing it from Washington. The invasion army under Burgoyne[image: External link] was much too slow and became trapped in northern New York state. It surrendered after the Battles of Saratoga[image: External link] in October 1777. From early October 1777 until November 15, a siege distracted British troops at Fort Mifflin[image: External link], Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and allowed Washington time to preserve the Continental Army by safely leading his troops to harsh winter quarters at Valley Forge.
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 Prisoners




Main article: Prisoners of war in the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]


In August 1775, George III declared Americans in arms against royal authority to be traitors to the Crown. Following their surrender at the Battles of Saratoga[image: External link] in October 1777, there were thousands of British and Hessian soldiers in American hands. Although Lord Germain took a hard line, the British generals on the scene never held treason trials; they treated captured enemy soldiers as prisoners of war[image: External link].[60] The dilemma was that tens of thousands of Loyalists were under American control and American retaliation would have been easy. The British built much of their strategy around using these Loyalists,[61] and therefore, no Americans were put on trial for treason. The British maltreated the prisoners whom they held, resulting in more deaths to American sailors and soldiers than from combat operations.[61] At the end of the war, both sides released their surviving prisoners.[62]
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 American alliances after 1778




Further information: France in the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] and Spain in the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]


The capture of a British army at Saratoga encouraged the French to formally enter the war in support of Congress. Benjamin Franklin negotiated a permanent military alliance in early 1778, significantly becoming the first country to officially recognize the Declaration of Independence. On February 6, 1778, a Treaty of Amity and Commerce[image: External link] and a Treaty of Alliance[image: External link] were signed between the United States and France.[63] William Pitt[image: External link] spoke out in parliament urging Britain to make peace in America and to unite with America against France, while other British politicians who had previously sympathized with colonial grievances now turned against the Americans for allying with Britain's international rival and enemy.[64]

Later, Spain (in 1779) and the Dutch[image: External link] (1780) became allies of the French, leaving the British Empire to fight a global war alone without major allies, and requiring it to slip through a combined blockade of the Atlantic. The American theater thus became only one front in Britain's war.[65] The British were forced to withdraw troops from continental America to reinforce the valuable sugar-producing Caribbean colonies, which were more lucrative to British investors.

British commander Sir Henry Clinton[image: External link] evacuated Philadelphia and returned to New York City. General Washington intercepted Clinton in the Battle of Monmouth Court House, the last major battle fought in the north. After an inconclusive engagement, the British successfully retreated to New York City. The northern war subsequently became a stalemate, as the focus of attention shifted to the smaller southern theater.[66]
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 The British move South, 1778–1783




Further information: Southern theater of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] and Naval operations in the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]


The British strategy in America now concentrated on a campaign in the southern states. With fewer regular troops at their disposal, the British commanders saw the "southern strategy" as a more viable plan, as the south was perceived as being more strongly Loyalist, with a large population of recent immigrants as well as large numbers of slaves who might be captured or run away to join the British.[67]

Beginning in late December 1778, the British captured Savannah[image: External link] and controlled the Georgia[image: External link] coastline. In 1780, they launched a fresh invasion and took Charleston[image: External link], as well. A significant victory at the Battle of Camden[image: External link] meant that royal forces soon controlled most of Georgia and South Carolina. The British set up a network of forts inland, hoping that the Loyalists would rally to the flag.[68]

Not enough Loyalists turned out, however, and the British had to fight their way north into North Carolina and Virginia, with a severely weakened army. Behind them, much of the territory that they had already captured dissolved into a chaotic guerrilla war[image: External link], fought predominantly between bands of Loyalist and American militia, which negated many of the gains that the British had previously made.[68]
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 Surrender at Yorktown (1781)




Main article: Siege of Yorktown


The British army under Cornwallis marched to Yorktown, Virginia[image: External link] where they expected to be rescued by a British fleet.[69] The fleet showed up, but so did a larger French fleet, so the British fleet returned to New York for reinforcements after the Battle of the Chesapeake[image: External link], leaving Cornwallis trapped. In October 1781, the British surrendered their second invading army of the war, under a siege by the combined French and Continental armies under Washington.[70]
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 The end of the war




Historians continue to debate whether the odds for American victory were long or short. John E. Ferling[image: External link] says that the odds were so long that the American victory was "almost a miracle".[71] On the other hand, Joseph Ellis[image: External link] says that the odds favored the Americans, and asks whether there ever was any realistic chance for the British to win. He argues that this opportunity came only once, in the summer of 1776, and the British failed that test. Admiral Howe and his brother General Howe "missed several opportunities to destroy the Continental Army.... Chance, luck, and even the vagaries of the weather played crucial roles." Ellis's point is that the strategic and tactical decisions of the Howes were fatally flawed because they underestimated the challenges posed by the Patriots. Ellis concludes that, once the Howe brothers failed, the opportunity for a British victory "would never come again."[72]

Support for the conflict had never been strong in Britain, where many sympathized with the Americans, but now it reached a new low.[73] King George III personally wanted to fight on, but his supporters lost control of Parliament and no further major land offensives were launched in the American Theater.[66][74]

Washington could not know that the British would not reopen hostilities after Yorktown. They still had 26,000 troops occupying New York City, Charleston, and Savannah, together with a powerful fleet. The French army and navy departed, so the Americans were on their own in 1782–83.[75] The treasury was empty, and the unpaid soldiers were growing restive, almost to the point of mutiny or possible coup d'état. The unrest among officers of the Newburgh Conspiracy was personally dispelled by Washington in 1783, and Congress subsequently created the promise of a five years bonus for all officers.[76]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Peace treaty




Main article: Treaty of Paris (1783)[image: External link]


During negotiations in Paris, the American delegation discovered that France would support independence, but no territorial gains. The new nation would be confined to the area east of the Appalachian Mountains. The American delegation opened direct secret negotiations with London, cutting the French out. British Prime Minister Lord Shelburne[image: External link] was in full charge of the British negotiations. He now saw a chance make the United States a valuable economic partner.[77] The U.S. obtained all the land east of the Mississippi River, south of Canada, and north of Florida. It gained fishing rights off Canadian coasts, and agreed to allow British merchants and Loyalists to try to recover their property. It was a highly favorable treaty for the United States, and deliberately so from the British point of view. Prime Minister Shelburne foresaw highly profitable two-way trade between Britain and the rapidly growing United States, as indeed came to pass. Since the blockade was lifted and the old imperial restrictions were gone, American merchants were free to trade with any nation anywhere in the world, and their businesses flourished.[78]

The British largely abandoned the Indian allies living in the new nation. They were not a party to this treaty and did not recognize it until they were defeated militarily by the United States. However, the British did promise to support the Indians. They sold them munitions and maintained forts in American territory until the Jay Treaty of 1795.[79]
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 Impact on Britain




Losing the war and the 13 colonies was a shock to Britain. The war revealed the limitations of Britain's fiscal-military state[image: External link] when they discovered that they suddenly faced powerful enemies with no allies, and they were dependent on extended and vulnerable transatlantic lines of communication. The defeat heightened dissension and escalated political antagonism to the King's ministers. Inside parliament, the primary concern changed from fears of an over-mighty monarch to the issues of representation, parliamentary reform, and government retrenchment. Reformers sought to destroy what they saw as widespread institutional corruption.[80][81]

The result was a powerful crisis from 1776 to 1783. The peace in 1783 left France financially prostrate, while the British economy boomed thanks to the return of American business. The crisis ended after 1784 thanks to the King's shrewdness in outwitting Charles James Fox[image: External link] (the leader of the Fox-North Coalition[image: External link]), and renewed confidence in the system engendered by the leadership of the new Prime Minister William Pitt[image: External link]. Historians conclude that loss of the American colonies enabled Britain to deal with the French Revolution[image: External link] with more unity and better organization than would otherwise have been the case.[80][81] Britain turned towards Asia, the Pacific and later Africa with subsequent exploration leading to the rise of the Second British Empire[image: External link].[82]
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 Finance




Britain's war against the Americans, French, and Spanish cost about £100 million. The Treasury borrowed 40% of the money that it needed.[83] Heavy spending brought France to the verge of bankruptcy and revolution[image: External link], while the British had relatively little difficulty financing their war, keeping their suppliers and soldiers paid, and hiring tens of thousands of German soldiers.[84]

Britain had a sophisticated financial system based on the wealth of thousands of landowners, who supported the government, together with banks and financiers in London. The British tax system collected about 12 percent of the GDP in taxes during the 1770s.[84]

In sharp contrast, Congress and the American states had no end of difficulty financing the war.[85] In 1775, there was at most 12 million dollars in gold in the colonies, not nearly enough to cover current transactions, let alone finance a major war. The British made the situation much worse by imposing a tight blockade on every American port, which cut off almost all imports and exports. One partial solution was to rely on volunteer support from militiamen and donations from patriotic citizens.[86][87] Another was to delay actual payments, pay soldiers and suppliers in depreciated currency, and promise that it would be made good after the war. Indeed, the soldiers and officers were given land grants in 1783 to cover the wages that they had earned but had not been paid during the war. Not until 1781 did the national government have a strong leader in financial matters, when Robert Morris[image: External link] was named Superintendent of Finance of the United States[image: External link].[86]

Morris used a French loan in 1782 to set up the private Bank of North America[image: External link] to finance the war. Seeking greater efficiency, Morris reduced the civil list, saved money by using competitive bidding for contracts, tightened accounting procedures, and demanded the national government's full share of money and supplies from the confederated states.[86]

Congress used four main methods to cover the cost of the war, which cost about 66 million dollars in specie (gold and silver).[88] Congress made two issues of paper money—in 1775–1780 and in 1780–81. The first issue amounted to 242 million dollars. This paper money would supposedly be redeemed for state taxes, but the holders were eventually paid off in 1791 at the rate of one cent on the dollar. By 1780, the paper money was "not worth a Continental", as people said.[89]

The skyrocketing inflation was a hardship on the few people who had fixed incomes—but 90 percent of the people were farmers, and were not directly affected by that inflation. Debtors benefited by paying off their debts with depreciated paper. The greatest burden was borne by the soldiers of the Continental Army, whose wages were usually in arrears and declined in value every month, weakening their morale and adding to the hardships of their families.[90]

Beginning in 1777, Congress repeatedly asked the states to provide money. But the states had no system of taxation either, and were little help. By 1780, Congress was making requisitions for specific supplies of corn, beef, pork, and other necessities—an inefficient system that kept the army barely alive.[91][92]

Starting in 1776, the Congress sought to raise money by loans from wealthy individuals, promising to redeem the bonds after the war. The bonds were in fact redeemed in 1791 at face value, but the scheme raised little money because Americans had little specie, and many of the rich merchants were supporters of the Crown. Starting in 1776, the French secretly supplied the Americans with money, gunpowder, and munitions in order to weaken its arch enemy Great Britain. When France officially entered the war in 1778, the subsidies continued, and the French government, as well as bankers in Paris and Amsterdam, lent large sums to the American war effort. These loans were repaid in full in the 1790s.[93]
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 Concluding the Revolution




Main articles: Philadelphia Convention[image: External link] and United States Bill of Rights


See also: Annapolis Convention (1786) and The Federalist Papers
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 Creating a "more perfect union" and guaranteeing rights




See also: Federalist Party, Annapolis Convention (1786), and United States Bill of Rights


The war finally ended in 1783 and was followed by a period of prosperity. The national government was still operating under the Articles of Confederation and was able to settle the issue of the western territories, which were ceded by the states to Congress. American settlers moved rapidly into those areas, with Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee becoming states in the 1790s.[94]

However, the national government had no money to pay either the war debts owed to European nations and the private banks, or to pay Americans who had been given millions of dollars of promissory notes for supplies during the war. Nationalists led by Washington, Alexander Hamilton, and other veterans feared that the new nation was too fragile to withstand an international war, or even internal revolts such as the Shays' Rebellion[image: External link] of 1786 in Massachusetts.

Calling themselves "Federalists," the nationalists convinced Congress to call the Philadelphia Convention[image: External link] in 1787.[95] It adopted a new Constitution[image: External link] that provided for a much stronger federal government, including an effective executive in a check-and-balance[image: External link] system with the judiciary and legislature.[96] The Constitution was ratified in 1788, after a fierce debate in the states over the nature of the proposed new government. The new government under President George Washington took office in New York in March 1789.[97] Amendments to the Constitution were spearheaded in Congress by James Madison as assurances to those who were cautious about federal power, guaranteeing many of the inalienable rights[image: External link] that formed a foundation for the revolution. The amendments were ratified by the states in 1791.
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 National debt




Further information: United States public debt[image: External link] and Alexander Hamilton


The national debt fell into three categories after the American Revolution. The first was the $12 million owed to foreigners, mostly money borrowed from France. There was general agreement to pay the foreign debts at full value. The national government owed $40 million and state governments owed $25 million to Americans who had sold food, horses, and supplies to the revolutionary forces. There were also other debts that consisted of promissory notes[image: External link] issued during the Revolutionary War to soldiers, merchants, and farmers who accepted these payments on the premise that the new Constitution would create a government that would pay these debts eventually.

The war expenses of the individual states added up to $114 million compared to $37 million by the central government.[98] In 1790, Congress combined the remaining state debts with the foreign and domestic debts into one national debt totaling $80 million at the recommendation of first Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton. Everyone received face value for wartime certificates, so that the national honor would be sustained and the national credit established.[99]
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 Ideology and factions




The population of the 13 Colonies was not homogeneous in their political views and attitudes. Loyalties and allegiances varied widely within regions and communities and even within families, and sometimes shifted during the course of the Revolution.
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 Ideology behind the Revolution




Main articles: Age of Enlightenment, American Enlightenment, Liberalism in the United States[image: External link], and Republicanism in the United States


The American Enlightenment was a critical precursor of the American Revolution. Chief among the ideas of the American Enlightenment were the concepts of Natural Law, Natural Rights, Consent of the Governed, Individualism, Property Rights, Self-Ownership, Self-Determination, liberalism, republicanism and fear of corruption. Collectively, the acceptance of these concepts by a growing number of American colonists began to foster an intellectual environment which would lead to a new sense of political and social identity.[100]
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 Republicanism




Main article: Republicanism in the United States


John Locke[image: External link]'s (1632–1704) ideas on liberty influenced the political thinking behind the revolution, especially through his indirect influence on English writers such as John Trenchard[image: External link], Thomas Gordon[image: External link], and Benjamin Hoadly[image: External link], whose political ideas in turn had a strong influence on the American revolutionaries.[102] Locke is often referred to as "the philosopher of the American Revolution", and is credited with leading Americans to the critical concepts of social contract, natural rights, and "born free and equal."[103] Locke's Two Treatises of Government[image: External link] published in 1689 were especially influential. He argued that all humans were created equally free, and governments therefore needed the "consent of the governed."[104] In late eighteenth-century America, belief was still widespread in "equality by creation" and "rights by creation".[105]

The Declaration also referred to the "Laws of Nature and of Nature's God" as justification for the Americans' separation from the British monarchy. Most eighteenth-century Americans believed that nature, the entire universe, was God's creation.[106] Therefore, he was "Nature's God." Everything, including man, was part of the "universal order of things", which began with God and was pervaded and directed by his providence.[107] Accordingly, the signers of the Declaration professed their "firm reliance on the Protection of divine Providence." And they appealed to "the Supreme Judge [God] for the rectitude of [their] intentions."[108] Like most of his countrymen, George Washington was firmly convinced that he was an instrument of providence, to the benefit of the American people and of all humanity.[109]

The theory of the "social contract[image: External link]" influenced the belief among many of the Founders that among the "natural rights" of man was the right of the people to overthrow their leaders[image: External link], should those leaders betray the historic rights of Englishmen[image: External link].[110][111] In terms of writing state and national constitutions, the Americans heavily used Montesquieu[image: External link]'s analysis of the wisdom of the "balanced" British Constitution (mixed government[image: External link]).

The central motivating force behind the overthrow of monarchy and aristocracy was the American embrace of a political ideology called "republicanism", which was dominant in the colonies by 1775 but of minor importance back in Great Britain. The republicanism was inspired by the "country party[image: External link]" in Great Britain, whose critique of British government emphasized that corruption[image: External link] was a terrible reality in Great Britain.[112] Americans feared that the corruption was crossing the Atlantic; the commitment of most Americans to republican values and to their rights energized the revolution, as Britain was increasingly seen as hopelessly corrupt and hostile to American interests. Britain seemed to threaten the established liberties that Americans enjoyed.[113] The greatest threat to liberty was depicted as corruption—not just in London[image: External link] but at home, as well. The colonists associated it with luxury, and especially with inherited aristocracy, which they condemned.[114]

The Founding Fathers were strong advocates of republican values, particularly Samuel Adams[image: External link], Patrick Henry[image: External link], John Adams, Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine[image: External link], George Washington, James Madison, and Alexander Hamilton,[115] which required men to put civic duty ahead of their personal desires. Men had a civic duty to be prepared and willing to fight for the rights and liberties of their countrymen. John Adams wrote to Mercy Otis Warren[image: External link] in 1776, agreeing with some classical[image: External link] Greek and Roman thinkers in that "Public Virtue cannot exist without private, and public Virtue is the only Foundation of Republics." He continued:


There must be a positive Passion for the public good, the public Interest, Honour, Power, and Glory, established in the Minds of the People, or there can be no Republican Government, nor any real Liberty. And this public Passion must be Superior to all private Passions. Men must be ready, they must pride themselves, and be happy to sacrifice their private Pleasures, Passions, and Interests, nay their private Friendships and dearest connections, when they Stand in Competition with the Rights of society.[116]



For women, "republican motherhood[image: External link]" became the ideal, exemplified by Abigail Adams[image: External link] and Mercy Otis Warren[image: External link]; the first duty of the republican woman was to instill republican values in her children and to avoid luxury and ostentation.[117]
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 Fusing republicanism and liberalism




Main article: Liberalism in the United States[image: External link]


Some republics had emerged throughout history, such as the Roman Republic[image: External link] of the ancient world, but none ever existed that was based on liberal principles. Thomas Paine's pamphlet Common Sense[image: External link] appeared in January 1776, after the Revolution had started. It was widely distributed and loaned, and often read aloud in taverns[image: External link], contributing significantly to spreading the ideas of republicanism and liberalism together, bolstering enthusiasm for separation from Great Britain, and encouraging recruitment for the Continental Army.[118]

Paine provided a new and widely accepted argument for independence by advocating a complete break with history. Common Sense is oriented to the future in a way that compels the reader to make an immediate choice. It offered a solution for Americans disgusted and alarmed at the threat of tyranny.[118]
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 Impact of Great Awakening




Main article: First Great Awakening[image: External link]


Dissenting[image: External link] churches of the day (i.e., Protestant, non-Church of England[image: External link]) were the "school of democracy[image: External link]."[119] President John Witherspoon[image: External link] of the College of New Jersey (now Princeton University[image: External link]) wrote widely circulated sermons linking the American Revolution to the teachings of the Hebrew Bible. Throughout the colonies, dissenting Protestant ministers ( Congregationalist[image: External link], Baptist[image: External link], and Presbyterian[image: External link]) preached Revolutionary themes in their sermons, while most Church of England clergymen preached loyalty to the king, the titular head[image: External link] of the English state church[image: External link].[120] Religious motivation for fighting tyranny transcended socioeconomic lines to encompass rich and poor, men and women, frontiersmen and townsmen, farmers and merchants.[119]

Historian Bernard Bailyn[image: External link] argues that the evangelicalism of the era challenged traditional notions of natural hierarchy by preaching that the Bible taught that all men are equal, so that the true value of a man lies in his moral behavior, not his class.[121] Kidd argues that religious disestablishment[image: External link], belief in a God as the source of human rights[image: External link], and shared convictions about sin, virtue, and divine providence[image: External link] worked together to unite rationalists and evangelicals and thus encouraged American defiance of the Empire. Bailyn, on the other hand, denied that religion played such a critical role.[122] Alan Heimert argued, however, that New Light antiauthoritarianism was essential to the further democratization of colonial American society, and set the stage for a confrontation with British monarchical and aristocratic rule.[123]
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 Class and psychology of the factions




Looking back, John Adams concluded in 1818:


The Revolution was effected before the war commenced. The Revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people ... This radical change in the principles, opinions, sentiments, and affections of the people was the real American Revolution.[124]



In terms of class, Loyalists tended to have longstanding social and economic connections to British merchants and government; for instance, prominent merchants in major port cities such as New York, Boston and Charleston tended to be Loyalists, as did men involved with the fur trade[image: External link] along the northern frontier.[citation needed[image: External link]] In addition, officials of colonial government and their staffs, those who had established positions and status to maintain, favored maintaining relations with Great Britain. They often were linked to British families in England by marriage as well.[citation needed[image: External link]]

By contrast, Patriots by number tended to be yeomen farmers[image: External link], especially in the frontier areas of New York and the backcountry of Pennsylvania, Virginia and down the Appalachian mountains.[citation needed[image: External link]] They were craftsmen and small merchants. Leaders of both the Patriots and the Loyalists were men of educated, propertied classes. The Patriots included many prominent men of the planter class[image: External link] from Virginia and South Carolina, for instance, who became leaders during the Revolution, and formed the new government at the national and state levels.[citation needed[image: External link]]

To understand the opposing groups, historians have assessed evidence of their hearts and minds. In the mid-20th century, historian Leonard Woods Labaree[image: External link] identified eight characteristics of the Loyalists that made them essentially conservative; opposite traits to those characteristic of the Patriots.[125] Older and better established men, Loyalists tended to resist innovation. They thought resistance to the Crown—which they insisted was the only legitimate government—was morally wrong, while the Patriots thought morality was on their side.[126][127]

Loyalists were alienated when the Patriots resorted to violence, such as burning houses and tarring and feathering[image: External link]. Loyalists wanted to take a centrist position and resisted the Patriots' demand to declare their opposition to the Crown. Many Loyalists, especially merchants in the port cities, had maintained strong and long-standing relations with Britain (often with business and family links to other parts of the British Empire).[126][127]

Many Loyalists realized that independence was bound to come eventually, but they were fearful that revolution might lead to anarchy, tyranny or mob rule. In contrast, the prevailing attitude among Patriots, who made systematic efforts to use mob violence in a controlled manner, was a desire to seize the initiative.[126][127] Labaree also wrote that Loyalists were pessimists who lacked the confidence in the future displayed by the Patriots.[125]

Historians in the early 20th century, such as J. Franklin Jameson[image: External link], examined the class composition of the Patriot cause, looking for evidence of a class war inside the revolution.[128] In the last 50 years, historians have largely abandoned that interpretation, emphasizing instead the high level of ideological unity.[129] Just as there were rich and poor Loyalists, the Patriots were a 'mixed lot', with the richer and better educated more likely to become officers in the Army.[130][131]

Ideological demands always came first: the Patriots viewed independence as a means to gain freedom from British oppression and taxation and, above all, to reassert what they considered to be their rights as English subjects. Most yeomen farmers, craftsmen, and small merchants joined the Patriot cause to demand more political equality. They were especially successful in Pennsylvania but less so in New England, where John Adams attacked Thomas Paine's Common Sense for the "absurd democratical notions" it proposed.[130][131]
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 King George III




Main article: George III of Great Britain[image: External link]


The war became a personal issue for the king, fueled by his growing belief that British leniency would be taken as weakness by the Americans. The king also sincerely believed he was defending Britain's constitution against usurpers, rather than opposing patriots fighting for their natural rights.[132]
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 Patriots




Main article: Patriot (American Revolution)


Further information: Sons of Liberty[image: External link]


At the time, revolutionaries were called "Patriots", "Whigs", "Congress-men", or "Americans". They included a full range of social and economic classes, but were unanimous regarding the need to defend the rights of Americans and uphold the principles of republicanism in terms of rejecting monarchy and aristocracy, while emphasizing civic virtue on the part of the citizens. Newspapers were strongholds of patriotism (although there were a few Loyalist papers), and printed many pamphlets, announcements, patriotic letters and pronouncements.[133]

According to historian Robert Calhoon, the consensus of historians is that 40–45% of the white population in the Thirteen Colonies supported the Patriots' cause, 15–20% supported the Loyalists, and the remainder were neutral or kept a low profile.[134] Mark Lender explores why ordinary folk became insurgents against the British even though they were unfamiliar with the ideological rationales being offered. They held very strongly a sense of "rights" that they felt the British were violating – rights that stressed local autonomy, fair dealing, and government by consent. They were highly sensitive to the issue of tyranny, which they saw manifested in the British response to the Boston Tea Party. The arrival in Boston of the British Army heightened their sense of violated rights, leading to rage and demands for revenge. They had faith that God was on their side.[135]
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 Loyalists




Main article: Loyalist (American Revolution)


The consensus of scholars is that about 15–20% of the white population remained loyal to the British Crown.[136] Those who actively supported the king were known at the time as "Loyalists", "Tories", or "King's men". The Loyalists never controlled territory unless the British Army occupied it. Loyalists were typically older, less willing to break with old loyalties, often connected to the Church of England[image: External link], and included many established merchants with strong business connections across the Empire, as well as royal officials such as Thomas Hutchinson of Boston.[137] There were 500 to 1000 black loyalists[image: External link] who were held as slaves by patriots, escaped to British lines and joined the British army. Most died of disease but Britain took the survivors to Canada as free men.

The revolution could divide families. The most dramatic example was when William Franklin[image: External link], son of Benjamin Franklin and royal governor of the Province of New Jersey[image: External link], remained loyal to the Crown throughout the war; they never spoke again.[138] Recent immigrants who had not been fully Americanized were also inclined to support the King, such as recent Scottish settlers in the back country; among the more striking examples of this, see Flora MacDonald[image: External link].[139]

After the war, the great majority of the 450,000–500,000 Loyalists remained in America and resumed normal lives. Some, such as Samuel Seabury[image: External link], became prominent American leaders. Estimates vary, but about 62,000 Loyalists relocated to Canada, and others to Britain (7,000) or to Florida or the West Indies (9,000). The exiles represented approximately 2% of the total population of the colonies.[140] Nearly all black loyalists[image: External link] left for Nova Scotia, Florida, or England, where they could remain free.[141] When Loyalists left the South[image: External link] in 1783, they took thousands of their slaves with them to be slaves in the British West Indies.[140]
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 Neutrals




A minority of uncertain size tried to stay neutral in the war. Most kept a low profile, but the Quakers[image: External link], especially in Pennsylvania, were the most important group to speak out for neutrality. As Patriots declared independence, the Quakers, who continued to do business with the British, were attacked as supporters of British rule, "contrivers and authors of seditious publications" critical of the revolutionary cause.[142] Though the majority of Quakers attempted to remain neutral, a sizable number of Quakers in the American Revolution[image: External link] nevertheless participated to some degree.
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 Role of women




Main article: Women in the American Revolution[image: External link]


Women contributed to the American Revolution in many ways, and were involved on both sides. While formal Revolutionary politics did not include women, ordinary domestic behaviors became charged with political significance as Patriot women confronted a war that permeated all aspects of political, civil, and domestic life. They participated by boycotting British goods, spying on the British, following armies as they marched, washing, cooking, and tending for soldiers, delivering secret messages, and in a few cases like Deborah Samson[image: External link], fighting disguised as men. Also, Mercy Otis Warren[image: External link] held meetings in her house and cleverly attacked Loyalists with her creative plays and histories.[143] Above all, they continued the agricultural work at home to feed their families and the armies. They maintained their families during their husbands' absences and sometimes after their deaths.[144]

American women were integral to the success of the boycott of British goods,[145] as the boycotted items were largely household items such as tea and cloth. Women had to return to knitting goods, and to spinning and weaving their own cloth — skills that had fallen into disuse. In 1769, the women of Boston produced 40,000 skeins of yarn, and 180 women in Middletown, Massachusetts[image: External link] wove 20,522 yards (18,765 m) of cloth.[144]

A crisis of political loyalties could disrupt the fabric of colonial America women's social worlds: whether a man did or did not renounce his allegiance to the King could dissolve ties of class, family, and friendship, isolating women from former connections. A woman's loyalty to her husband, once a private commitment, could become a political act, especially for women in America committed to men who remained loyal to the King. Legal divorce, usually rare, was granted to Patriot women whose husbands supported the King.[146][147]
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Further information: Diplomacy in the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]
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Main article: France in the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]


In early 1776, France set up a major program of aid to the Americans, and the Spanish secretly added funds. Each country spent one million "livres tournaises" to buy munitions. A dummy corporation[image: External link] run by Pierre Beaumarchais[image: External link] concealed their activities. American rebels obtained some munitions through the Dutch Republic[image: External link] as well as French and Spanish ports in the West Indies.[148]
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Main article: Spain in the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]


Spain did not officially recognize the U.S. but became an informal ally when it declared war on Britain on June 21, 1779. Bernardo de Gálvez y Madrid[image: External link], general of the Spanish forces in New Spain[image: External link], also served as governor of Louisiana. He led an expedition of colonial troops to force the British out of Florida and keep open a vital conduit for supplies.[149]
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Main article: Native Americans in the United States[image: External link]


Further information: Western theater of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]


Most Native Americans rejected pleas that they remain neutral and supported the British Crown, both because of trading relationships and Britain's effort to establish an Indian reserve and prohibit colonial settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains. The great majority of the 200,000 Native Americans east of the Mississippi distrusted the colonists and supported the British cause, hoping to forestall continued colonial encroachment on their territories.[150] Those tribes that were more closely involved in colonial trade tended to side with the revolutionaries, although political factors were important as well.

Except for warriors and bands associated with four of the Iroquois[image: External link] nations in New York and Pennsylvania, which allied with the British, most Native Americans did not participate directly in the war. The British did have other allies especially in the upper Midwest. They provided Indians with funding and weapons to attack American outposts. Some Indians tried to remain neutral, seeing little value in joining a European conflict and fearing reprisals from whichever side they opposed. The Oneida[image: External link] and Tuscarora[image: External link], among the Iroquois of central and western New York, supported the American cause.[151]

The British provided arms to Indians, who were led by Loyalists[image: External link] in war parties to raid frontier settlements from the Carolinas[image: External link] to New York. They killed many settlers on the frontier, especially in Pennsylvania and New York's Mohawk Valley.

In 1776 Cherokee[image: External link] war parties attacked American colonists all along the southern frontier of the uplands throughout the Washington District, North Carolina[image: External link] (now Tennessee) and the Kentucky wilderness area.[152] While the Cherokee launched raids numbering a couple hundred warriors, as seen in the Cherokee–American wars[image: External link], they could not mobilize enough forces to fight a major invasion of colonial areas without the help of allies, most often the Creek[image: External link]. The Chickamauga Cherokee[image: External link] under Dragging Canoe[image: External link] allied themselves closely with the British, and fought on for an additional decade after the signing of the Treaty of Paris.

Joseph Brant[image: External link] of the powerful Mohawk nation[image: External link], part of the Iroquois Confederacy based in New York, was the most prominent Native American leader against the rebel forces. In 1778 and 1780, he led 300 Iroquois warriors and 100 white Loyalists in multiple attacks on small frontier settlements in New York and Pennsylvania, killing many settlers and destroying villages, crops and stores.[153] The Seneca, Onondaga and Cayuga of the Iroquois Confederacy also allied with the British against the Americans.[154]

In 1779 the Continentals retaliated with an American army under John Sullivan[image: External link], which raided and destroyed 40 empty Iroquois villages in central and western New York.[154] Sullivan's forces systematically burned the villages and destroyed about 160,000 bushels of corn that comprised the winter food supply. Facing starvation and homeless for the winter, the Iroquois fled to the Niagara Falls area and to Canada, mostly to what became Ontario. The British resettled them there after the war, providing land grants as compensation for some of their losses.[155]

At the peace conference following the war, the British ceded lands which they did not really control, and did not consult their Indian allies. They "transferred" control to the United States of all the land east of the Mississippi and north of Florida. The historian Calloway concludes:


Burned villages and crops, murdered chiefs, divided councils and civil wars, migrations, towns and forts choked with refugees, economic disruption, breaking of ancient traditions, losses in battle and to disease and hunger, betrayal to their enemies, all made the American Revolution one of the darkest periods in American Indian history.[156]



The British did not give up their forts in the West (what is now the eastern Midwest, stretching from Ohio to Wisconsin) until 1796; they kept alive the dream of forming a satellite Indian nation there, which they called a Neutral Indian Zone. That goal was one of the causes of the War of 1812.[157][158]
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Main article: African Americans in the Revolutionary War[image: External link]


Free blacks in the North and South fought on both sides of the Revolution, but most fought for the patriots[image: External link]. Gary Nash reports that recent research concludes there were about 9000 black Patriot soldiers, counting the Continental Army and Navy, and state militia units, as well as privateers, wagoneers in the Army, servants to officers, and spies.[159] Ray Raphael notes that while thousands did join the Loyalist cause, "A far larger number, free as well as slave, tried to further their interests by siding with the patriots." [160] Crispus Attucks[image: External link], who was shot dead by British soldiers in the Boston Massacre[image: External link] in 1770, is an iconic martyr to Patriots. Both sides offered freedom and re-settlement to slaves who were willing to fight for them, recruiting slaves whose owners supported the opposing cause.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Many African-American slaves sided with the Loyalists. Tens of thousands in the South used the turmoil of war to escape, and the southern plantation economies of South Carolina and Georgia especially were disrupted. During the Revolution, the British tried to turn slavery against the Americans.[161]

Historian David Brion Davis[image: External link] explains the difficulties with a policy of wholesale arming of the slaves:


But England greatly feared the effects of any such move on its own West Indies, where Americans had already aroused alarm over a possible threat to incite slave insurrections[image: External link]. The British elites also understood that an all-out attack on one form of property could easily lead to an assault on all boundaries of privilege and social order, as envisioned by radical religious sects in Britain's seventeenth-century civil wars.[162]



Davis underscored the British dilemma: "Britain, when confronted by the rebellious American colonists, hoped to exploit their fear of slave revolts[image: External link] while also reassuring the large number of slave-holding Loyalists and wealthy Caribbean planters and merchants that their slave property would be secure".[163] The colonists accused the British of encouraging slave revolts.[164]

American advocates of independence were commonly lampooned in Britain for what was termed their hypocritical calls for freedom, at the same time that many of their leaders were planters who held hundreds of slaves. Samuel Johnson[image: External link] snapped, "how is it we hear the loudest yelps for liberty among the [slave] drivers of the Negroes?"[165] Benjamin Franklin countered by criticizing the British self-congratulation about "the freeing of one Negro" ( Somersett[image: External link]) while they continued to permit the Slave Trade[image: External link].[166]

Phyllis Wheatley[image: External link], a black poet who popularized the image of Columbia[image: External link] to represent America, came to public attention when her Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral appeared in 1773.[167]

During the war, slaves escaped from across New England and the mid-Atlantic area to British-occupied cities, such as New York. The effects of the war were more dramatic in the South. In Virginia the royal governor Lord Dunmore[image: External link] recruited black men into the British forces with the promise of freedom, protection for their families, and land grants. Tens of thousands of slaves escaped to British lines throughout the South, causing dramatic losses to slaveholders and disrupting cultivation and harvesting of crops. For instance, South Carolina[image: External link] was estimated to lose about 25,000 slaves, or one third of its slave population, to flight, migration or death. From 1770 to 1790, the black proportion of the population (mostly slaves) in South Carolina dropped from 60.5 percent to 43.8 percent; and in Georgia[image: External link] from 45.2 percent to 36.1 percent.[168]

When the British evacuated its forces from Savannah[image: External link] and Charleston[image: External link], it also gave transportation to 10,000 slaves, carrying through on its commitment to them.[169] They evacuated and resettled more than 3,000 "Black Loyalists[image: External link]" from New York to Nova Scotia[image: External link], Upper[image: External link] and Lower Canada[image: External link]. Others sailed with the British to England or were resettled as freedmen in the West Indies of the Caribbean. But slaves who were carried to the Caribbean under control of Loyalist masters generally remained slaves until British abolition in its colonies in 1834. More than 1200 of the Black Loyalists of Nova Scotia later resettled in the British colony of Sierra Leone[image: External link], where they became leaders of the Krio[image: External link] ethnic group of Freetown and the later national government. Many of their descendants still live in Sierra Leone, as well as other African countries.[170]
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About 60,000 to 70,000 Loyalists left the newly founded republic; some migrated to Britain. The remainder, known as United Empire Loyalists[image: External link], received land and subsidies for resettlement in British colonies in North America, especially Quebec[image: External link] (concentrating in the Eastern Townships[image: External link]), Prince Edward Island[image: External link], and Nova Scotia[image: External link].[171] The new colonies of Upper Canada (now Ontario[image: External link]) and New Brunswick[image: External link] were expressly created by Britain for their benefit, where the Crown awarded land to Loyalists as compensation for losses in the United States. Britain wanted to develop the frontier of Upper Canada on a British colonial model. But about 80% of the Loyalists stayed in the United States and became full, loyal citizens; some of the exiles later returned to the U.S.[172]
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Interpretations about the effect of the Revolution vary. Contemporary participants referred to the events as "the revolution".[173] Greene argues that the events were not "revolutionary", as the relationships and property rights of colonial society were not transformed: a distant government was simply replaced with a local one; the Revolution is still sometimes known outside the United States as the American War of Independence.[174]

Historians such as Bernard Bailyn[image: External link], Gordon Wood[image: External link], and Edmund Morgan[image: External link] accept the contemporary view of the participants that the American Revolution was a unique and radical event that produced deep changes and had a profound effect on world affairs, based on an increasing belief in the principles of the Enlightenment, as reflected in how liberalism was understood during the period, and republicanism. These were demonstrated by a leadership and government that espoused protection of natural rights, and a system of laws chosen by the people.[175] However, what was then considered "the people" was still mostly restricted to free white males who were able to pass a property-qualification.[176][177] Such a restriction made a significant gain of the revolution in the short term irrelevant to women, African Americans and slaves, poor white men, youth, and Native Americans.[178][179] Only with the development of the American system over the following centuries would "a government by the people", promised by the revolution, be won for a greater proportion of the population.[177]

Morgan has argued that in terms of long-term impact on American society and values:


	The Revolution did revolutionize social relations. It did displace the deference, the patronage, the social divisions that had determined the way people viewed one another for centuries and still view one another in much of the world. It did give to ordinary people a pride and power, not to say an arrogance, that have continued to shock visitors from less favored lands. It may have left standing a host of inequalities that have troubled us ever since. But it generated the egalitarian view of human society that makes them troubling and makes our world so different from the own in which the revolutionists had grown up.[180]
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Further information: Atlantic Revolutions[image: External link]


After the Revolution, genuinely democratic politics became possible in the former colonies.[181] The rights of the people were incorporated into state constitutions. Concepts of liberty, individual rights, equality among men and hostility toward corruption became incorporated as core values of liberal republicanism. The greatest challenge to the old order in Europe was the challenge to inherited political power and the democratic idea that government rests on the consent of the governed[image: External link]. The example of the first successful revolution against a European empire, and the first successful establishment of a republican form of democratically elected government, provided a model for many other colonial peoples who realized that they too could break away and become self-governing nations with directly elected representative government.[182]

The Dutch Republic, also at war with Britain, was the next country to sign a treaty with the United States, on October 8, 1782.[63] On April 3, 1783, Ambassador Extraordinary Gustaf Philip Creutz[image: External link], representing King Gustav III of Sweden[image: External link], and Benjamin Franklin, signed a Treaty of Amity and Commerce[image: External link] with the U.S.[63]

The American Revolution was the first wave of the Atlantic Revolutions[image: External link]: the French Revolution[image: External link], the Haitian Revolution[image: External link], and the Latin American wars of independence[image: External link]. Aftershocks reached Ireland in the Irish Rebellion of 1798[image: External link], in the Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth[image: External link], and in the Netherlands.[183][184]

The Revolution had a strong, immediate influence in Great Britain, Ireland, the Netherlands, and France. Many British and Irish Whigs[image: External link] spoke in favor of the American cause. In Ireland, there was a profound impact; the Protestants who controlled Ireland were demanding more and more self-rule. Under the leadership of Henry Grattan[image: External link], the so-called " Patriots[image: External link]" forced the reversal of mercantilist prohibitions against trade with other British colonies. The King and his cabinet in London could not risk another rebellion on the American model, and made a series of concessions to the Patriot faction in Dublin. Armed Protestant volunteer units were set up to protect against an invasion from France. As in America, so too in Ireland the King no longer had a monopoly of lethal force.[185]

The Revolution, along with the Dutch Revolt[image: External link] (end of the 16th century) and the 17th century English Civil War[image: External link], was among the examples of overthrowing an old regime for many Europeans who later were active during the era of the French Revolution, such as Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link]. The American Declaration of Independence influenced the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen[image: External link] of 1789.[186][187] The spirit of the Declaration of Independence led to laws ending slavery in all the Northern states and the Northwest Territory, with New Jersey the last in 1804. States such as New Jersey and New York adopted gradual emancipation, which kept some people as slaves for more than two decades longer.[188]
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