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            Premiere Production

         

         Apex Predator was first performed at Hampstead Theatre, London, on 22 March 2025. The cast was as follows:

         
            Victor/Man on Train/Doctor/Man in Park/Neighbour/Gil  Leander Deeny

            Joe  Bryan Dick

            Mia  Sophie Melville

            Ana  Laura Whitmore

            Alfie  Callum Knowelden, Lorcan Reilly

            
                

            

            Director  Blanche McIntyre

            Designer  Tom Piper

            Lighting Designer  Jack Knowles

            Sound Designer  Chris Shutt

            Casting Director  Annelie Powell cdg viii
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            Characters

         

         (in order of appearance, adult ages are guidelines only) 

         
            Mia

late twenties/thirties

            Joe

thirties

            Isla

five months

            Alfie

eleven

            Ana

            Victor

forties

            Gil

thirties

 

            Man on Train

            Doctor

            Man in Park

            Neighbour

         

         Man on Train, Doctor, Man in Park, Neighbour, and Gil may all be played by the actor who plays Victor

          

         A real baby should not be used to play Isla  x

      

   


   
      1
         
            APEX PREDATOR
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            Notes

         

         The play is set in London, the present

          

         A blank line within a scene indicates a pause or change of thought

          

         An interval may occur between parts One and Two
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               One

            

         

         Overground tube

         Mia with her baby Isla

         A man on a call on speakerphone

         
            Man (to Mia) What did you say?

            What did you just say?

            Mia I just asked if it needs to be so loud

            Man Why you in my business? Mind your own business

            Phone Someone chatting to you?

            Man Some ignorant bitch sticking her fat face in

            Mia I can hear you

            Man Did I not tell you? Did I not tell you?

            Look at me when I’m talking to you

            Phone (laughter) She still there? Is she?

            Man You think I won’t slap you ’cause you’re holding a baby, I’ll bang you out

            Don’t look at them, they’re not gonna help you (Still to Mia) Look away. Look away. Look away

         

         Flat. Night

         Mia shuggles Isla. She is dressed for bed. Joe wears a coat for outside

         Music intrudes from the upstairs flat

         
            Mia First sign of the end times, the absence of courtesy. No please or thank you, someone takes umbrage, next 4thing you know World War Three’s broken out on public transport

            Joe Anyone say anything?

            Mia Oh yeah, there was a civil uprising, people fell over themselves to help me

            I come home, think maybe some peace and quiet, then this (The music.)

            Hell is other people’s music

            Joe If it bothers you that much, ask them to turn it down

            Mia What, Would you mind ever so slightly not behaving like total cunts?

            Joe I wouldn’t put it quite like that

            Mia How would you put it?

            Joe Would you turn your music down, please, I’ve got a baby?

            Mia Do you not think if you were reasonable enough to respond reasonably to a reasonable request you wouldn’t be playing music at fuck-off o’clock in the first place?

            Joe I’ll talk to them

            Mia I don’t want friction with the neighbours

            Joe What’s the worst can happen?

            Mia They chop us up, stuff our limbs down the drain

            Joe Or they turn the music down

            Mia It’s not that far-fetched. Some kids fishing found another body in Limehouse

            Joe And you reckon it’s the neighbours?

            Mia According to Mumsnet it was mutilated

            Joe Don’t read Mumsnet5

            Mia There’s some very informed people on Mumsnet. Where you going?

            Joe Upstairs, if I’m not back in half an hour, get Mumsnet on the case

            Mia I said no! I’m here on my own with the kids

            Joe What do you mean, on your own? 

            Mia You’re never here – this stupid job

            Joe The stupid job pays the rent

            The music stops. Joe gestures, ‘There you go’

            Mia It’ll start up again

             

            Joe How’s Isla, feeding any better?

            Mia (shakes head) It’s daggers. I tried formula again, she just sicks it up

            Joe Anything in the freezer?

            Mia The pump makes me feel like a weird robot

            Joe She’s sleeping though, that’s one thing

            Mia Only ’cause I’m jiggling about. If I stop she screams the house down. I got a core like a pole dancer and a back like a retired brickie

             

            Joe What?

            Mia You got that look

            Joe What look?

            Mia The one you get when you’ve stopped listening and you’re just waiting for an appropriate moment in the conversation to leave6

            Joe I have to get back to work

            Mia You’re only just here

            Joe I’d stay if I could

            Mia Alfie got in trouble at school

            He bit Arlo

            Joe Which one’s Arlo?

            Mia Curly hair, angelic face, mean little twat. Dad’s a governor

            Joe Gilet and a flatcap?

            Mia Yeah

            Joe What he bite Arlo for?

            Mia Him and his mates were teasing him about the class gerbil

            Joe Didn’t know there was was a class gerbil

            Mia They take turns to feed it, change its hay, they get reward points towards golden time

            There was a letter, they named it and everything, they had a vote

            Joe What’s it called?

            Mia Taylor Swift. Seriously. Second choice was Voldemort. They’re proper eccentric, ten-year-olds, they’re like tech billionaires, you know, super bright but also total fucking idiots

            Joe What’s this got to do with Alfie?

            Mia It was his turn to look after Taylor Swift Gerbil at break. He’s fed her and that, he’s stroking her and his teacher notices it’s gone a bit quiet, so she looks up from whatever she’s doing and there’s Alfie holding Taylor and she’s keeled over, dead. Heart attack7

            Joe How do they know it was a heart attack?

            Mia Because of the autopsy the caretaker did – what else would it be, it’s a gerbil, they drop dead if you sneeze, they’re useless!

            Joe It died on him. That’s a bit traumatic

            Mia Exactly, he should be having counselling, instead, next day at break, these kids start calling him a gerbil killer

            The upshot is, he grabs Arlo, bites his arm and one of the playground assistants sees, but what they don’t see is what led up to it. So when Alfie tells them about what they said, they say he’s making it up. It’s their word against his and

            Joe Arlo’s dad’s a governor

            Mia Head said if it happens again, Alfie’s looking at an exclusion

            Joe For defending himself, that’s taking the piss

            Mia Why should Alfie get the shit when he’s the victim?

            I’m going to talk to his new teacher about it, see what she’s got to say for herself

             

            Joe He’s got a new teacher?

            Mia Mrs Hedges has been off with stress since the first week of term

            Joe What’s the new one like?

            Mia Well, she’s –

            She’s –

            That’s so weird. I’m sure I met her but I can’t remember the first thing about her. My brain

            Joe Maybe she’s just not very memorable. Sort of person who gets booted out of Traitors in the second week8

            Alfie enters. He wears a papier-mâché mask with cut-out eyeholes

            Joe Hello mate. Were we being loud?

            Mia Alfie, take the mask off

            Joe Is that the one he made, let him wear it

            Mia Alfie, mask

            Joe Come on, take it off for your mum

            Alfie takes off the mask. Normal-looking boy

            Mummy said you had a rough day. Don’t let them get to you. You’re worth ten of them

            Go on, I’ll be through in a sec

            Alfie leaves

            Mia He listens to you

            Says he wants to go vegan

            I hate relying on you

            You work such long hours

            Joe approaches Mia – for a moment, she thinks/hopes he’s going to embrace her – then he takes Isla.

            He rocks her

            Mia stretches her back

            Another tooth came through. Feels like someone’s had a go at my nipples with a Brillo pad

            My body’s not my own. Still not had my period. Or a decent shit. It’s been a year, got poos like Maltesers, my arsehole’s like a diamond mine

            I could pass myself on the street and not know who I was9

         

         School

         Children’s artwork on display, including masks

         Ana has her back to us, cleaning brushes. Mia holds Isla

         
            Ana The Head mentioned an incident involving Alfie and some other boys. I’m not in Thursdays so I’ve had to get up to speed – I gather it’s been resolved but it’s not ideal, is it?

            Ana turns, wiping her hands

            Mia It’s not on

            Alfie getting in trouble, it’s not on. He didn’t do anything wrong

            Ana He did bite another boy

            Mia He was provoked. Arlo and his mates were chanting stuff about the gerbil

            Ana Even if that was the case

            Mia It is the case

            Ana It doesn’t excuse a physical attack

            Mia You’re calling biting a physical attack?

            Ana What else would you call it?

            Mia Self-defence

            Ana Biting is something animals do

            Mia You’re saying my son’s an animal?

            Ana Come on, you’re twisting my words, that’s ridiculous

            Mia I’m ridiculous now

            Ana I’m saying he’d do well to learn some self-control

            Mia Maybe if you did your job properly and paid attention to what the bloody kids are up to he wouldn’t need to

            Ana Why are you so insistent on seeing Alfie as the victim in this?10

            Mia Because he is the victim!

            Ana Well I’m starting to see where he gets that mentality from

             

            That was inappropriate, I apologise

            I’m sorry, I’ve had a long day but that’s no excuse

            Mia It’s fine

            Ana No, it’s unacceptable, I’m sorry

            Mia No harm done

            Mia starts shuggling Isla, who begins to grizzle, quietly at first

            Ana When I heard about the biting thing, I went straight to the Head and said ‘Look, this is completely out of character, I’m sure there’s something more to it,’ and she completely shut me down. Went on and on about Arlo being this model pupil who would never do something like that and I said to her, ‘I’m not sure you’d be seeing this quite the same way if it wasn’t for who Arlo’s father is,’ and it was like a minor explosion hit the room. Wouldn’t stop about how lucky I am to have a job at all, especially a school like this, how I’m on thin ice because I’m temporary, she was threatening me is what she was doing, not in so many words but – and I’m ashamed to say this but I backed down and when you came in, all guns blazing, which I respect, I felt guilty. Alfie’s one of my favourite pupils and not just because he’s so gifted, I mean he’s a lovely boy, the kind of boy you get into this for, there’s a sensitivity to him, an intelligence. In truth I feel I let him down

            Mia What do you mean, gifted?

            Ana His artwork?

            You must have noticed11

            Mia He likes to draw. I left him in the library, he’s drawing now, are you saying he’s good?

            Ana He’s exceptional. No one’s spoken to you about this?

            Ana hands a drawing to Mia

            Isla begins to cry. It becomes steadily more intrusive

            There’s a wonderful sense of movement, you see how the figures around the cot assert themselves. It’s beautiful

            Mia He did this?

            Ana I have to say I was curious to meet you, does he get his ability from you?

            Mia I don’t think so

            Ana With your permission, I’d like to give Alfie some extra art lessons after school and in lunch breaks. Free of charge

            Mia Sorry, do you mind?

            Ana Please

            Mia struggles to latch Isla. She succeeds but it’s painful

            Mia They’ve got knives for teeth

            Ana Isn’t the detail incredible, the glint of light on the blade, it’s advanced stuff

            Mia They look like they want to hurt the baby

            Ana Oh? I would have said they’re protecting it. Interesting what you see, isn’t it?

            See, how these masked figures are looking outside the frame at us, that is very sophisticated, you’d expect that from a much older child

            Mia examines the drawing

            I meant to ask, in class, we were talking about jobs and Alfie was saying – and I’m not reading anything into this – that his father does secret things in the night?12

            Mia Oh! He’s in IT, but he’s freelance and lately he’s away a lot doing tech support for the police, I think there’s some surveillance involved

            Ana Wow! That sounds fun, what sort of things?

            Mia He’s not really allowed to say

            Ana Of course, it must be so hush-hush, forgive me

            It’s just often children draw things that, while not literally true, express something that maybe they don’t fully understand but is on their mind

            Mia You think Alfie might be trying to say something about his dad with these drawings?

            Ana I’m just wondering out loud, that’s all

            Mia in some discomfort as Isla feeds

            Teeth coming through?

            Mia Yeah

            Ana I know that phase. Can I help at all?

            Mia Not unless you want to feed her

            Ana I don’t mind

            Mia I don’t have a bottle on me

            Ana That’s alright. It’s up to you, of course

            Mia No, she’s – she’s just finishing, actually

            Mia finishes up feeding Isla. She delatches her

            Ana Like I say, I’d love to give Alfie extra tuition. It’s a real treat to have a pupil as talented and receptive as he is. And of course I’d keep an eye on him in terms of, you know, the other boys

            Mia Sorry, when you said I don’t mind what did you mean?

            Ana As soon as it came out of my mouth, I knew I shouldn’t have said it13

            Mia You meant breastfeed her?

            Ana This is so embarrassing but my aunts and grandmother used to share the feeding, it’s so normal to me, but I know it’s not for most people

            Mia I was just surprised is all

            Ana I really didn’t mean to offend you, I’m so sorry

            Mia Oh no, really, it’s fine

            Ana And look, if you do want to go back to the Head about the incident with Arlo, I’ll totally back you up

            Mia Yeah, no, it’s fine

            Ana I feel I owe it to you

            Mia Arlo’s dad would just kick up a fuss, it’d make things worse, but thank you

            Ana If it’s any consolation I think Arlo will think twice about teasing Alfie again. Between us, it was a decent bite

            A hiatus. Mia glances at the masks

            The masks, we were doing a project on rituals in different cultures and how masks can be about revealing rather than concealing yourself, you know, they give you permission to be who you are. Alfie loved that idea –

            At some point, Mia has picked up a mask

            You’re welcome to take one, that’s the sample one I made

            Mia (declining) You’re alright

            Alfie enters. He’s holding a drawing, wearing his mask

            Ana Alfie. Your mum and I were just talking about your art

            Alfie hands his drawing to Ana

            Oh, I love it. Yeah, I love it. This is your best one yet, show your mum14

            Alfie shows Mia

            We were just talking about you doing some extra art, would you like that?

            Alfie nods then quickly looks to Mia

            If that’s okay?

            Mia Course

            Ana picks up the first drawing she showed Mia

            Ana These figures, we were wondering, are they protecting the baby?

            He nods

            Mia Who are they protecting the baby from?

            Alfie looks to Ana

            Ana It’s alright, you can say
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