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Wound is the Origin of Wonder



Fiction is the house of many windows,


James said, and I sat at each one


peering at a world


that trembled—or was that me instead,


quivering in the face


of all I made by looking,


unable to amend the plot or bend


the hand? Like all falls, we came at ours


by pleasure, all languages


seconded, learned by constraint—


no way to say look and away


and mean un-lone me.


Like gods, we made our kingdom hungry.


Our appetites’ agreement


we called love,


though it was nearer the mirror


than mercy. Sweet solstice,


soul cousin, Vita Nuova’s


Beatrice—do you hear our onceness


beating at the door? How the past


outlasts on either end,


though we’d like to burn out in oracular


blindness. What doom


to be beheld: you sing


when you should tremble. Will you leave me


my wondering; will it be as when


snow falls heavy on trees


and thou art felled?





Margravine



We talked with each other about each other


Though neither of us spoke – Emily Dickinson


In the cemetery, the only available light


is shed by those wandering through,


tired, hungry, and a little put-off


to be stepping on the mouths of so many


once-people. We overlook the names


ambling towards one end which is a river,


which is always, somehow, a river.


I joke you brought me here to show me
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