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Anthropology and the Classics brings together seminal essays that explore the intersections between classical studies and the emerging field of anthropology in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This anthology masterfully exhibits a range of literary styles, from rigorous analysis to eloquent discourse, each piece offering profound insights into the cultural and intellectual landscapes of antiquity. The collection stands as a testament to the enduring relevance of classical mythology, philosophy, and history through the lens of anthropological thought. Notable essays delve into topics such as myth interpretation, religious traditions, and societal structures, providing a comprehensive examination of the classical world'Äôs continued impact on contemporary cultural analysis. Contributing to this anthology are esteemed scholars, each bringing a wealth of expertise and a pioneering spirit to the confluence of anthropology and classical studies. Gilbert Murray, Andrew Lang, W. Warde Fowler, F. B. Jevons, John Linton Sir Myres, and Arthur Sir Evans collectively engage with the intellectual currents of their time, aligning with broader cultural movements that sought to understand the ancient world'Äôs complexities through modern scientific frameworks. These authors' varied backgrounds and profound knowledge converge to offer readers a rich, multifaceted dialogue on themes of human culture and societal development. This collection offers readers an exceptional opportunity to explore a multitude of perspectives within a single volume, promising educational enrichment and broadened horizons. The anthology invites readers to engage deeply with the intricate dialogue fostered by these distinguished authors, making it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in the nexus of anthropology and classical scholarship. Through this insightful compilation, readers are encouraged to explore the enduring influence of ancient cultures while appreciating the diverse methodologies employed in their study.
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In "On Limitations to the Use of Some Anthropologic Data," John Wesley Powell presents a meticulous examination of the epistemological and methodological constraints inherent in the application of anthropological data. Through a pioneering blend of empirical research and critical theorization, Powell critiques the prevailing assumptions of his era, challenging scholars to confront the limitations of their data interpretations. His prose is marked by clarity and precision, echoing the scientific rigor of late 19th-century American naturalism while simultaneously engaging with the romantic ideal of the noble savage, thus situating his work within a broader literary context that grapples with American identity and the complexities of cultural representation. John Wesley Powell, a renowned geologist and ethnographer, was profoundly influenced by his explorations of the American West. His tenure as the second director of the U.S. Geological Survey and his advocacy for scientific education profoundly shaped his views on anthropology. Powell's commitment to empirical inquiry was rooted in his personal experiences with indigenous cultures, which informed his nuanced understanding of the limitations surrounding anthropological data collection. This essential text is a crucial read for anthropologists, historians, and scholars interested in the intricacies of scientific methodology. By dissecting the pitfalls of data reliance, Powell encourages readers to approach anthropological studies with a critical lens, making this book an invaluable addition to any academic library and an enlightening companion for those seeking to understand the dynamic interplay of culture, data, and interpretation.
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Excellent Women is a curated collection of biographical sketches celebrating the lives, faith, and service of remarkable Christian women. Originally compiled by the Religious Tract Society in London during the late 1800s, this volume offers concise, inspiring portraits of individuals whose lives embodied devotion, social reform, leadership, and spiritual depth. From early chapters about Elizabeth Fry — the Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer — to profiles of Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Frances Ridley Havergal, Ann Judson, and others, the compilation presents a diversity of characters united by their moral conviction and impact on society. Each biography sketches the subject's upbringing, spiritual journey, challenges faced, and their enduring legacy. The writing is accessible yet dignified, suitable for general readers interested in religious history, women's biographies, Christian witness, or Victorian-era ministry. While not a modern critical biography, Excellent Women serves as an evocative introduction to lives lived with purpose—an encouragement for readers seeking models of faith in action.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)





R. R. Marett


Anthropology

Enriched edition. Unveiling the Rich Tapestry of Human Cultures and Societies

In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience.

[image: ]

Introduction, Studies and Commentaries by Owen Bradshaw

Edited and published by Good Press, 2023


goodpress@okpublishing.info



    EAN 8596547524106
  



Introduction




Table of Contents




    At its heart, R. R. Marett’s Anthropology invites readers to see humanity as a single species expressed through a remarkable plurality of cultures. Written as an entry point for the general reader, it frames the study of humankind as both scientific and humane, asking how people everywhere make sense of the world and of one another. Marett approaches his subject with a surveyor’s eye, sketching the broad contours of what, in his day, counted as anthropological knowledge. The result is not a narrow manual but a panoramic introduction, attuned to the connections between biological facts, social life, and cultural meaning.

First published in 1912 as part of the Home University Library of Modern Knowledge, Anthropology belongs to a celebrated early twentieth-century series that distilled complex fields for non-specialists. The book is nonfiction, a concise primer rather than a technical monograph, and it ranges globally in scope rather than focusing on a single locale. Its publication coincided with a formative moment for the discipline, when comparative surveys and grand syntheses still dominated British anthropology. Marett, a prominent British anthropologist of his era, wrote in clear, measured prose, aiming to equip educated readers with a reliable map of questions, methods, and findings then shaping the field.

Readers will find an accessible, reflective voice that balances breadth with clarity. Marett proceeds thematically, assembling patterns from the best-available studies of his time and drawing sober inferences without sensationalism. The experience is that of a guided tour through the subject’s major provinces—how anthropologists pose questions, what kinds of evidence they use, and why cross-cultural comparison matters. Rather than overwhelm with jargon, he offers definitions and distinctions that help newcomers orient themselves. The mood is patient and analytic, and the style is expository rather than argumentative, inviting readers to weigh claims and to see how multiple lines of inquiry can converge.

Among the work’s central concerns are the unity and diversity of humankind, the relation between biological inheritance and cultural life, and the ways social institutions take shape across different environments. Marett highlights how customs, beliefs, and technologies can be compared without collapsing their differences, and how careful generalization depends on sound evidence. He engages the comparative frameworks prevalent in his time, including ideas about historical development and cultural change, while encouraging readers to consider continuity as well as transformation. Throughout, the book foregrounds the discipline’s aspiration to understand people on their own terms, even as it seeks recurring patterns that illuminate shared human problems.

For contemporary readers, the book’s value lies both in what it explains and in what it reveals about the era that produced it. Some language and assumptions—especially around human variation and cultural evolution—reflect early twentieth-century scholarly norms and should be approached critically. Precisely for that reason, Anthropology offers a useful lens on how academic fields grow, revise themselves, and sometimes outgrow their own categories. It prompts questions about evidence, interpretation, and the ethics of studying others. Engaging it today can sharpen historical awareness and encourage more rigorous, respectful approaches to cultural difference in our globally interconnected world.

Marett’s synthesis stands at a transitional moment in the discipline’s history, poised between nineteenth-century comparative schemes and the subsequent emphasis on intensive fieldwork that reshaped anthropology after the 1910s. As a lucid mediator between specialized research and public understanding, he helped establish anthropology’s place in a broader landscape of modern knowledge. The book’s compact format and generalist orientation make it a gateway to debates that would later be transformed by new methods and perspectives. Seen in this light, Anthropology is both a primer and a historical artifact: a record of what could be responsibly claimed then, and a springboard for what has been rethought since.

Approached with curiosity and care, Anthropology offers a clear starting point for readers asking what it means to study human beings comparatively and empathetically. It provides foundational terms and questions, sketches how evidence is gathered and interpreted, and models a tone of measured, civic-minded inquiry. Its broad canvas encourages readers to connect everyday practices with larger systems of meaning, while its historical vantage invites dialogue with more recent work. Read alongside contemporary scholarship, Marett’s introduction can still orient newcomers, challenge assumptions, and kindle the disciplined wonder that animates the field—an invitation to think with, not merely about, human diversity.
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    R. R. Marett’s Anthropology presents a compact survey of the science of humanity as understood in the early twentieth century. He outlines anthropology’s scope across physical, social, and cultural domains, linking it to history, psychology, and biology. The book’s plan moves from human origins and prehistory through technology, economy, kinship, political life, religion, language, and art, concluding with problems of method. Marett emphasizes comparison across societies and periods to trace continuities and changes. Drawing on archaeological finds and reports from small-scale and complex societies, he frames anthropology as an integrated inquiry aimed at explaining human unity and diversity without confining itself to any single cause.

Marett begins with physical anthropology, addressing human evolution, bodily variation, and the relation of environment to adaptation. He surveys fossil evidence and the broad outlines of prehistory, focusing on the emergence of tool-making and the successive stone-age cultures. While acknowledging classification by physical traits, he distinguishes biological features from cultural achievement, warning against confounding the two. He highlights how climate, habitat, and subsistence pressures shape lifeways, but keeps the main emphasis on culture as learned. This opening establishes a temporal and biological backdrop against which subsequent chapters trace the growth of institutions and ideas, from early communities to more complex social formations.

Turning to technology and economic life, the book describes the development of tools, fire, and shelter, and the organization of labor around hunting, gathering, fishing, herding, and agriculture. Marett sketches the transition from generalized foraging to more settled cultivation, noting how storage, property, and craft specialization arise with new techniques. He discusses exchange practices such as gift-giving, barter, and early forms of trade, observing how obligations and reciprocities bind partners and groups. The account underlines how innovations in subsistence and craft alter social relations by enabling surplus, mobility, or settlement, and how technical knowledge diffuses or is reinvented under varying local conditions.

Marett next surveys domestic institutions, examining marriage, the family, and kinship systems. He outlines rules of descent and succession, distinctions between exogamous and endogamous practices, and the role of the clan or lineage in organizing obligation. He summarizes debates about mother-right and father-right, and catalogs forms of marital alliance, including bridewealth and service. Practices such as levirate, sororate, and fosterage are treated as solutions to continuity and support. Totemic affiliations, incest prohibitions, and naming systems illustrate how social order is maintained through custom. Throughout, the emphasis is on observable patterns, their functions in regulating conduct, and their variation across regions and historical periods.

Political and legal organization follows, with attention to authority, leadership, and control of conflict. Marett describes councils of elders, chieftainship, age grades, and the role of secret societies in adjudication and ritual. He treats law as customary, enforced by public opinion, ordeal, oath, compensation, and, where present, coercive power. Warfare, feud, alliance, and arbitration are discussed as mechanisms that reconfigure group boundaries and obligations. The emergence of more centralized polities is traced through increasing administrative specialization and ritualized sovereignty. These chapters link political structure to economic base and kinship, emphasizing how institutions cohere as part of a wider social system.

Religion and magic form a central section. Marett reviews theories of animism and proposes a pre-animistic phase characterized by impersonal power (mana) and taboo, highlighting awe and emotional disposition in early cult. He distinguishes magic as technique from religion as communion and obligation, while noting their overlap in practice. Totemism is treated as both social marker and sacred relation. Rituals of initiation, sacrifice, and seasonal observance are summarized for their role in cohesion, transmission, and sanction. The narrative traces a movement from diffuse sacred forces toward more personalized deities and ethical emphases, without claiming a single universal sequence for all societies.

The book then addresses language, myth, and art as vehicles of tradition. Marett considers speech as the primary means of education and coordination, noting classification, naming, and narrative as tools for ordering experience. Myths are presented as explanatory and chartering stories that encode social rules and cosmology, alongside folktale and legend. Artistic expression in ornament, dance, and music is treated as both aesthetic and communicative, often tied to ritual. The later development of writing and record-keeping is sketched as an extension of memory and administration. These cultural forms are shown to stabilize custom, transmit knowledge, and mediate collective identity over time.

Methodological questions conclude the treatment. Marett weighs evolutionary sequences against diffusion and migration, arguing that independent invention and borrowing both contribute to similarity across cultures. He uses the notion of survivals to interpret practices that persist after their original conditions change, while cautioning against overreliance on any single explanatory key. Comparative analysis, historical reconstruction, and attention to social psychology are presented as complementary tools. He stresses careful classification, critical use of travelers’ and ethnographers’ reports, and openness to revision as evidence improves, situating anthropology as a developing discipline that refines its models with accumulating data.

Overall, Anthropology offers a structured introduction to the science of man as a unified yet diverse subject. Marett’s sequence from origins to institutions, beliefs, and methods conveys a coherent view: human life is shaped by learned culture, organized by custom, and transformed through technology, exchange, and ideas. The central message is that understanding any single practice requires viewing it within its social and historical context, and that broad comparison can illuminate underlying connections without erasing difference. The book closes by presenting anthropology as a bridge between natural and social inquiry, oriented toward explaining how humanity came to be as it is.
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    R. R. Marett’s Anthropology (1912) emerged in Edwardian Britain, when the United Kingdom was at the height of imperial expansion yet on the eve of the First World War. Published in London by Williams & Norgate for the Home University Library of Modern Knowledge (and by Henry Holt in New York), the book addressed an educated public increasingly curious about non-European societies. Marett, appointed Reader in Social Anthropology at Oxford in 1910, wrote from a milieu shaped by museums, learned societies, and colonial information networks. Steamship routes, telegraph lines, and imperial administrations connected Oxford and London to Africa, Oceania, and Asia, creating the conditions in which general surveys of “man and culture” could be assembled and debated.

The institutional consolidation of anthropology in Britain between 1871 and 1912 decisively framed Marett’s outlook. The Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland was formed in 1871 from the merger of the Ethnological Society (1843) and the Anthropological Society (1863), receiving the “Royal” prefix in 1907; it became a central venue for papers, standards, and debates. In 1884 General A. H. L. F. Pitt-Rivers donated his typological collections to Oxford, catalyzing the Pitt Rivers Museum; Henry Balfour became its first curator in 1891, and its didactic displays supported comparative method. At Oxford, E. B. Tylor, appointed Reader in 1883 and later the first Professor of Anthropology in 1896, retired in 1909; in 1910 Marett was named Reader in Social Anthropology, while the Oxford Diploma in Anthropology began in 1905. The Cambridge-led Torres Straits Expedition (1898), directed by A. C. Haddon with W. H. R. Rivers, marked a methodological turn toward intensive fieldwork and the genealogical method, even as many scholars still relied on travelers’ and missionaries’ reports. Marett’s volume, issued in 1912, reflects this transitional academic culture: it preserves evolutionary-comparative syntheses characteristic of Tylor’s generation, yet registers newer emphases on social organization, ritual, and the affective bases of belief associated with Marett’s own pre-animism and “mana” theorizing. In this sense, the book distills the agenda set by museums, societies, and university reforms from the 1870s to 1912, consolidating their findings for a broad audience.

Imperial expansion and the Scramble for Africa (1884–1885 Berlin Conference) supplied much of the ethnographic record Marett synthesized. Britain proclaimed the Protectorate of Northern Nigeria in 1900 under Frederick Lugard and fought the Second Boer War (1899–1902), while the Union of South Africa formed in 1910. Simultaneously, humanitarian campaigns exposed atrocities in the Congo Free State (notably 1904–1908). These events generated administrative reports, missionary testimonies, and travelers’ accounts that reached British universities and societies. In Anthropology, Marett draws extensively on colonial data to illustrate kinship, law, and ritual, while implicitly revealing how imperial governance and reformist scrutiny shaped the very evidence upon which comparative anthropology relied.

The missionary movement reached a high point with the 1910 World Missionary Conference in Edinburgh, reflecting decades of evangelical activity in the Pacific, Africa, and Asia. Earlier, R. H. Codrington’s The Melanesians (1891), rooted in Anglican mission work in the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, introduced the “mana” concept that influenced Marett’s theory of pre-animism. Mission stations, linguistic Bible translations, and ethnographic notes created detailed records of belief and practice. Marett’s analysis of religion, magic, and taboo in Anthropology directly engages missionary ethnography, using its materials to argue that early religion is grounded in ritual feeling and impersonal power rather than in fully articulated spirit theories.

Controversies over race and eugenics framed the scientific climate in which Marett wrote. Francis Galton coined “eugenics” in 1883; the Galton Laboratory for National Eugenics opened at University College London in 1904 under Karl Pearson; and the First International Eugenics Congress convened in London in 1912, presided over by Leonard Darwin. Debates over heredity, measurement, and national efficiency saturated public policy discourse. While influenced by evolutionary thought, Marett’s Anthropology tempers biological determinism by foregrounding cultural pattern, custom, and social learning. His consistent appeal to comparative institutions and ritual suggests a cautious stance, positioning culture—and not “race” alone—as the principal explanatory variable.

World’s fairs and ethnological displays popularized hierarchical images of non-European peoples: the 1889 Paris Exposition, the 1901 Glasgow International Exhibition, the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair, and even the notorious 1906 Ota Benga episode in New York shaped public imaginations. Such spectacles mingled technology with “living ethnological exhibits,” reinforcing imperial hierarchies. The Home University Library, launched in 1911, sought to provide affordable, authoritative alternatives to sensationalism. Marett’s Anthropology functions in this space: it translates scattered ethnographic materials into reasoned exposition, contesting exhibition-bred stereotypes by emphasizing social institutions, functionality, and cross-cultural comparison grounded in documented cases rather than spectacle.

British domestic reform between 1906 and 1914—Old Age Pensions (1908), the People’s Budget (1909), and the National Insurance Act (1911)—intersected with labor unrest (e.g., the 1910–1911 strikes) and suffrage agitation. Social questions of poverty, welfare, and cohesion dominated politics. These concerns fostered a broader appetite for systematic social knowledge. Marett’s attention in Anthropology to law, custom, kinship, and social control echoes these debates by showing how societies organize support, authority, and obligation. Though comparative and global in scope, the book engages reform-era anxieties by demonstrating that social order rests on institutions that can be studied empirically rather than assumed to be biologically fixed.

As a social and political critique, the book challenges ethnocentric and racial hierarchies by insisting on the coherence and rationality of so-called “primitive” institutions. Marett exposes how misreadings of magic, taboo, and totemism justified imperial condescension, proposing instead that ritual and custom express adaptive social needs. By shifting explanatory weight from race to culture, he implicitly critiques eugenic simplifications and the class-inflected belief that status equals worth. The work also counters the spectacles of world fairs by modeling sober, evidence-based comparison. In the tense prewar decade, Anthropology thus functions as a humane call for disciplined understanding over prejudice in both imperial and domestic policy.




Anthropology

Main Table of Contents









CHAPTER I



CHAPTER II



CHAPTER III


OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4057664631107.jpg
Various
N =

Excé‘llent
Women





OEBPS/text/00001.jpg
. R. Marett

s A
(3

SRR

® o . L K
® 0 ¢ 060 0 00 0 0 (

® 0. 0 ® o »
99 8 e 00 0 0
—- .
e .
L) o,
%4 -"o‘&l“"t"‘
s & oT9

D e 1 M

- -
o
b & - - -
> - ‘:(mm-;y-- . % - P~
e Il PP S o P T P o~ o SRR .

Anthropology






OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4064066241681.jpg
John Wesley Powell

On Limitations
to the Use.of Some
Anthropologic Data





OEBPS/text/00002.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547778776.jpg
Josephine Tey






OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4057664634054.jpg
Gilbert Murray, Andrew
Lang, W. Warde Fowler,
F. B. Jevons, John
Linton Sir Myres

Anthropology and
the Classics





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547809128.jpg
Beatrix Potter

e
BEATRIX POTTER
Ultimate Collection -

22 Children's Books
With Caomplete Original
Illustrations





