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We have a great sporting culture here at Norton Rose Fulbright, and we want to help make sure every child can enjoy sport. As rugby fans, we are particularly delighted to support Wooden Spoon through our corporate responsibility programme in London.


We believe that every child should have the chance to thrive in life, and so our charitable agenda across the whole of our legal practice focuses on improving opportunities for children and young people who are disadvantaged – whether physically, mentally or socially. I am proud to support Wooden Spoon, whose personal values so closely match our own.


Our focus is on local organisations where we feel we can make a real impact and benefit the communities in which we work. As well as providing funds for Wooden Spoon, we also encourage our people to participate in volunteering and fund-raising initiatives.


I wish everyone at Wooden Spoon a rewarding year ahead, and I would like to thank every person involved for their ongoing dedication and devotion to disadvantaged and disabled children in the UK.
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Peter Martyr


Global Chief Executive


Norton Rose Fulbright





[image: Illustration]


At Artemis, we are deeply aware of our broader responsibility to society and aspire to make a positive difference to the environment and communities in which we work and live. We have been doing so since 2007, when the Artemis Charitable Foundation was founded. Each year the firm gives a proportion of its revenues to the foundation, which manages our charitable activities and our involvement in the wider world. We encourage our people to develop their expertise and professional knowledge, both through formal training and through self-development. We then encourage them to share their skills through involvement in the various charities and causes we support; such as fundraising, volunteering and visiting the charities at work.


Artemis is delighted to support Wooden Spoon again this year and the work they are doing. This is our sixth year supporting the charity and we believe the opportunities the charity provides are pivotal to transforming the lives of many disadvantaged children. The inspirational values of Wooden Spoon, namely passion, integrity and teamwork, resonate strongly.


For the game of rugby, The British and Irish Lions tour to New Zealand made 2017 a very special year. In turn, this great book reflects on the team spirit and sportsmanship shown to the world by both teams; summed up by those wonderful words “Wow…This is rugby!”


From all of us at Artemis, we would like to thank everyone at Wooden Spoon for their dedication and devotion to disadvantaged and disabled children. Thank you.
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Richard Turpin


Partner


Artemis Investment Management LLP




FOREWORD


by HRH THE PRINCESS ROYAL
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Wooden Spoon’s vision is to give every child and young person, no matter what their background, access to the same opportunities. The charity is inspired and motivated by its rugby heritage and with the tireless support of volunteers and the rugby community, it continues its vital work to transform the lives of children and young people with a disability or facing disadvantage.


Wooden Spoon uses the power of rugby to support a wide range of projects that are not just rugby focused; we provide sensory rooms, specialist playgrounds and sports activity areas to respite and medical centres and community based projects. Since its formation in 1983 Wooden Spoon has distributed in excess of £24 million to more than 650 projects, helping more than one million children and young people with disabilities or facing disadvantage across the UK and Ireland.


The core values of passion, integrity, teamwork and fun drive the ethos and spirit in everything the charity does. With more than 400 committed volunteers raising funds in local communities, Wooden Spoon is proud to say that the money raised locally is used to fund projects in the local area.


As Patron of Wooden Spoon I wish everyone involved great success and enjoyment through your fundraising efforts. I would also like to thank you for your dedicated interest and enthusiasm. This a unique and vibrant charity that will continue to achieve a lot more with your support, changing children’s lives through the power of rugby.
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Proud to support Wooden Spoon, the children’s charity of rugby.
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Visit us online at


aberdeenstandard.com


Aberdeen Standard Investments is a brand of the investment businesses of Aberdeen Asset Management and Standard Life Investments.
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Who we are


Wooden Spoon is a grant making charity founded in 1983. Since then we have been committed to helping improve the lives of disabled and disadvantaged children.


We are one of the largest UK funders of respite and medical treatment centres, sensory rooms, specialist playgrounds, sports activity areas, and community-based programmes and have so far granted over £24 million to these fantastic projects. Inspired and motivated by our rugby heritage and by working together with the rugby community, with the support of its top sporting heroes, we have been able to help over 1 million children and fund over 650 projects.


In 2011 Wooden Spoon became the first charity to receive the Spirit of Rugby Award from the International Rugby Board and in November 2013 became the official charity partner of the Rugby League World Cup. We are also honoured to have HRH The Princess Royal as our Patron.


Find out more at


woodenspoon.org.uk
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The story behind Wooden Spoon


A wonderful legacy emerged in 1983 after five England rugby supporters went to Dublin to watch England in the final game of the Five Nations Championship against the Irish. The game was lost 25-15 and England finished last in the table with just a single point gained from their draw against Wales.


After the match, in a Dublin bar surrounded by celebrating Ireland supporters, the five England supporters sought some consolation only for three of their Irish friends to present them with a wooden spoon, wrapped in an Irish scarf on a silver platter as a memento of England’s dismal season.


Accepting the gift with good humour and grace, the England fans resolved to hold a golf match to see who would have the honour of keeping the wooden spoon.


Just a few months later the golf match was held and in the course of an entertaining day an astonishing sum of £8,450 was raised. The money was used to provide a new minibus for a local special needs school, Park School. This was to be the of first many Wooden Spoon charitable projects that has grown to over 600 in the years since. From defeat on the rugby field, and a tongue-in-cheek consolation prize, the Wooden Spoon charity was born.




Our Royal Patron


Our Royal Patron is HRH The Princess Royal who gives generously of her time.


Our Rugby Patrons


The IRFU, RFU, WRU, SRU, RFL all support us in our charitable work.


Sporting Partners


We work closely with a variety of clubs, league associations and governing bodies who help us achieve our vision of improving young lives though the power of rugby.
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Craig’s story


When Craig* was asked to leave home at 16 by his mum, his life was heading in a downhill direction. Craig’s mum felt unable to cope, as Craig drifted further into spending time on the streets, taking drugs and hanging around with a bad crowd.


Placed in a children’s home, Craig was feeling stuck in life. He was desperate for independence but couldn’t see a way of being able to support himself. He became more frustrated and bitter about his future.


Thankfully, just when things were looking very bleak for Craig, he found crucial support through a special Wooden Spoon funded project – HITZ.


With their help, Craig was given the support he needed to develop a focus and learn life skills in order to support himself. The programme enabled him to get involved in education again, learn employability skills and boost his mood and self-esteem through rugby.


Craig secured himself a job with the local council; he now lives in his own accommodation and has a great support network. He has even started rebuilding a relationship with his mum.


The money you raise can help many young people living in desperate situations turn their lives around, and in turn, make a positive impact on society.


The money you raise can help many young people living in desperate situations turn their lives around, and in turn, make a positive impact on society.


*Names and specific circumstances have been changed to protect the identity of the young person.


Wooden Spoon is a registered charity in England and Wales (Reg No: 326691) and in Scotland (Reg No: SC039247)
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Knocking at the Door


THE CASE FOR SIX NATIONS REFORM


by CHRIS FOY





World Rugby are striving to engineer greater opportunities for leading Tier Two nations such as Georgia against the strongest countries, but they cannot demand an upheaval of the Six Nations format





With every passing year, the clamour grows and evidence mounts. The thorny issue of Six Nations reform will not go away; in fact, it sits ever higher on the agenda as Georgia keep banging hard on a locked door. In a financial sense, there is no case at all. The annual championship is a resounding triumph in so many ways. It is the box-office gift that keeps on giving. Arenas are packed, revenue flows in and ancient tribal hostilities are renewed against a backdrop of fervent public interest. But in purely sporting terms, there has been an increasingly hollow feel, in certain respects.
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Georgia celebrate victory over Tonga at Kingsholm in the 2015 World Cup.
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CJ Stander touches down for his first try on the way to a hat-trick in Rome as Italy are thumped 63-10 at home by Ireland in the 2017 Six Nations.





Rugby’s showpiece northern event has become a cosy club. Year on year, the same six countries go through the old round-robin routine, without any threat to the status quo. The Wooden Spoon is a symbol of failure for the team finishing bottom of the pile, but the stigma does not come with a fall from grace attached. Promotion and relegation are dirty words in the corridors of power around the Home Unions and those of France and Italy – the last-mentioned in particular. In their 18 seasons among Europe’s elite, the Azzurri have wound up in last place 12 times, but their participation has never been in any doubt – at least in the eyes of officialdom.


Yet, many of those who follow the sport, but do not have the right to decide on its structures, have grown infuriated by the absence of any meritocratic movement. This shift in public opinion has taken place in line with Georgia’s emergence as a new northern force. The progression has been evident over a sustained period. A dozen years ago, the ‘Lelos’ were twentieth in the global rankings, while Italy were far ahead in eleventh. Four years later, Georgia had climbed to seventeenth, and in 2013 they were up to sixteenth. Now, they lie twelfth, while the Italians have slipped below them in the World Rugby chart, to fourteenth.


Despite having their Rugby Europe Championship (formerly the European Nations Cup) crown snatched from them by rivals across the Black Sea Romania this year, there is no escaping the conclusion that Georgia have outgrown their familiar surroundings. They have won the second-tier competition in eight of the last ten years. It has been an emphatic monopoly. Romania’s feat in 2017 was to raise their own game to match and eclipse the team from Tbilisi, to promote their own case for upward mobility. But the establishment are happy to sit in their ivory towers and throw crumbs. The Six Nations ‘blazers’ want to retain a ring-fenced competition – they don’t want to make any concessions in the name of expanding their sport. The bigger picture and wider health of rugby won’t stand in the way of the quest for profit.


Chief executive John Feehan was derided earlier this year for saying: ‘It is a closed competition between the six countries, owned and controlled by the six unions concerned. There is no vacancy. I’m not saying we will never change, but at this stage, talk of bringing in other teams is premature.


‘World Rugby have no input into this tournament. They have no control over it, no ownership of it. It is up to us, as the six unions, to run it as we see fit. It is World Rugby’s job to develop the game; our job is to run the Six Nations.


‘Do the unions have a responsibility to help develop and expand the game? Probably, yes, but should that go as far as messing with the most important tournament for all of them? Probably not.’


World Rugby are striving to engineer greater opportunities for leading Tier Two nations such as Georgia against the strongest countries, but they cannot demand an upheaval of the Six Nations format. So those on the outside continue to be left with noses pressed against the glass, looking in at the glitzy show while taking some comfort from the clamour on their behalf. It became very loud this year, on behalf of Georgia. They have taken over from Argentina as the game’s hard-luck story; the country whose star is on the rise but lacking a home – at least in tournament terms. They most certainly have a home in a literal sense. Their bigger matches are played in front of 55,000 sell-outs in Tbilisi. Rugby is the national sport and the Lelos have the backing of a billionaire benefactor, as well as their people.


They hosted this year’s World Rugby U20 Championship, and a generation of dazzling backs are emerging to complement their fabled legions of huge, imposing forwards. France’s Top 14 league is awash with mighty Georgian props, but there is a clear ambition to broaden the set-piece-based repertoire with more running flair.
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Scrum half Gela Aprasidze on his way to a solo score for Georgia against Ireland in the 2017 WR U20 Championship in Tbilisi.
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Georgia (in white) went down 45-29 to Argentina on their 2017 summer tour but picked up wins against Canada and the USA.





In June, a tour of the Americas by the senior side yielded Test victories over Canada and the USA, and Milton Haig – Georgia’s Kiwi head coach – is adamant that his men are worthy of a shot at the big time. ‘It’s time to open the doors,’ he said. ‘Rugby’s in Georgia’s psyche. These guys are warriors. They’ve been farmers who have had to defend their land from invasions for thousands of years. Our scrum half, Giorgi Begadze, was fighting the Russians in South Ossetia in 2008. Rugby to them is a controlled war; a war they are pretty good at winning.


‘Old people here would never have thought Georgia could be in the Six Nations in their wildest dreams. It would be the signal that Georgia, finally, have stepped out of the shadow of their big brother, Russia, to stand on the world stage by themselves.’


Yet, for now, the prospect of any meaningful reform is remote. The promotion-and-relegation debate will rage on, without becoming a likelihood. One-up, one-down play-offs are another option, similarly ignored. Turkeys will not vote for Christmas – certainly not any time soon. In the meantime, Georgia will keep up the pressure, Romania will keep them on their toes and others on the European fringes will press on with their rugby development programmes. The sport is taking hold in Spain, where 35,000 attended the domestic cup final in 2017, ahead of next year’s Champions Cup final in Bilbao. Meanwhile, World Rugby have targeted Germany as a market full of potential, with investment and talk of a professional franchise in due course.


But there is still much work to do, as Rugby Europe – the continent’s governing body – acknowledge, amid their perennial crusade to instigate a Six Nations revamp. Octavian Morariu, the organisation’s president, said: ‘The Six Nations could support European rugby more, but they don’t. Staying in a rich, old-boys’ club is not the answer. It’s a very arrogant answer. Saying, “We are rich, thank you very much and we don’t need you” is not consistent with the values of our sport.


‘But there is support for change within the Six Nations – within those unions. Two or three years ago, these discussions would have been impossible, but now there are a lot of people listening. If we really want to develop European rugby, it won’t be developed by the current system.’


That system is fostering stagnation, at a time when rugby should be aiming for dynamic expansion. The clamour will continue – louder and louder. Change is essential. The cosy club cannot survive indefinitely, when a more vibrant and varied future beckons.
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We are delighted to be supporting Wooden Spoon and would like to thank everyone for their dedication and devotion.


If you would like to find out more about Artemis, please contact your financial adviser, call 0800 092 2051 or visit artemisfunds.com.
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The value of an investment, and any income from it, can fall as well as rise as a result of market and currency fluctuations and you may not get back the amount originally invested. Please remember that past performance is not a guide to the future. For your protection, calls are usually recorded. Issued by Artemis Fund Managers Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.









Brave New World


PRO RUGBY AND KATY MCLEAN


by SARA ORCHARD





Life as a professional eventually became easier but there was no hiding from the fact that being a Sevens player was all about being selected for Team GB at the Olympics







[image: Illustration]


Fly half Mclean kicks for position against France at the Twickenham Stoop in November 2016.





Three years ago, Katy Mclean went down for breakfast to find her face on the front and back pages of nearly every national newspaper. It wasn’t expected but it was welcomed; she had just captained England Women to their first World Cup title in 20 years.


The 21-9 victory over Canada at the Stade Jean-Bouin in Paris was just another step in a six-month period that would transform her life. Having been hidden away in a Paris hotel, Mclean thinks the whole squad were innocent of what was to come next: ‘We knew there had been an interest at home but we never expected it to be as big as it was – it was just phenomenal.’ Cue the welcome home party at Twickenham, a trip to Downing Street to meet the Prime Minister and then a trophy tour.


Just as the South Shields teacher was trying to settle into a new primary school term, life changed again. The RFU announced it would be handing out professional contracts to its women players for rugby Sevens ahead of the Rio Olympics: ‘I was 28, almost at the back end of my career and with it being Sevens specific, I thought I don’t think I’ll be in that mix.’ She was very wrong: ‘To be asked to be contracted and leave school to relocate to London – having only won the World Cup two months earlier – it was just a massive blur.’


The contract offer capped an incredible six months for Mclean, who had also picked up an MBE earlier in the year for services to rugby, and she laughs recalling the period: ‘From going to Buckingham Palace to get my MBE, to going to the World Cup captaining my country, to becoming a professional rugby player – it was just like wow, how do I top this in my life?’


By early 2015, reality struck. The move to London saw the world champion struggle with life as a professional: ‘It was an interesting journey. I had a massive issue relocating south to the point that I sat down with [England Head Coach] Simon Middleton and he said “Do you really want to do this – is this for you?”


‘Remember I was from the era where we had always worked and rugby had been underlying – it hadn’t been everything. And then it WAS everything.’


She was helped by living with England players Emily Scarratt and Natasha Hunt and laughter surrounds all talk of their domestic routine: ‘Scaz [Scarratt] cooks everything – and that makes life a lot easier. Mo [Hunt] is very tidy and likes to clean, so I brought very little to that party. When we relocated to Bisham Abbey we moved in with Kay Wilson and we became a four. Kay and I are very similar in that we’re both rubbish in the house and offer very little. The others would mock us and say we’d stand in the technical area of the kitchen.’
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Katy Mclean parading the World Cup at Twickenham along with other members of the victorious England team in 2014.
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Mclean the GB Sevens player at the Deodoro Stadium in Rio during the build-up to the 2016 Olympic Games.





Life as a professional eventually became easier but there was no hiding from the fact that being a Sevens player was all about being selected for Team GB at the Olympics. When 2016 arrived and selection was only a few months away she was thrown a curve ball by the coaches: ‘I’d played a bit of ten, a bit of nine, and then Richie Pugh came in, the forwards coach, and he was saying I think you might be better as a forward – basically we want to look at you as hooker.


‘It was like learning a completely new role, maybe three or four months out from Rio. There were also lots of people playing there, Heather Fisher, Rachael Burford, Amy Wilson Hardy, all almost six months longer than me. That was a challenge, but you just throw yourself into it and think all I can do is give this my best shot and see what happens.’


Mclean impressed, and then excelled. She won a plane ticket to Rio as the Olympics welcomed rugby Sevens to the programme for the first time. However, a smiling Mclean admits she had ‘not a clue’ when it came to the scale of an Olympic Games.


‘You have these ideas of what an Olympic Village might look like but until you walk into something like that – it was absolutely crazy. It’s literally like walking into a mini town.’


She fondly remembers the likes of Usain Bolt and Mo Farah being mobbed at breakfast, yet it was the more casual meetings with other Team GB sports stars that stick: ‘We got a lift one day with Louis Smith, then a lift back with Jamie Murray, it was surreal. People in our GB House were really friendly, you see them as the big stars but when you’re in the lift with them just chatting about your performance and how’s it going, people are just normal.’
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Where complex transactions require a confident approach,


we’re there.



A top legal brand, we have the industry understanding and global perspective needed to tackle the most complex challenges. Our service is cross-border and keenly commercial, and it is delivered by lawyers with deep industry knowledge. This means, we can help you make your next move with confidence.


Law around the world


nortonrosefulbright.com
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Financial institutions | Energy | Infrastructure, mining and commodities


Transport | Technology and innovation | Life sciences and healthcare





On the pitch Team GB’s women had to swallow the hurt of finishing fourth as Canada won their bronze medal match: ‘Yes, fourth was hard and it was painful, but to be part of something so much greater was for me a very humbling experience.


‘When you are in rugby the World Cup is isolated to rugby and you forget there is a wider world. That’s the beauty of the Olympics because you’re part of something so much bigger.’


Now 31, Mclean is preparing for her third Fifteens World Cup in Ireland and chuckles as I ask if she’ll consider trying for the Olympics in Tokyo 2020: ‘Sevens is going to be for the younger kids, I’ll be there watching.’ However, her ambitions for the growth of the sport continue. In 2017 the RFU became the first national governing body to give out professional contracts to its women players in the 15-a-side code; that’s where Mclean wants to see bigger change on a global level: ‘You’d like to see all international teams full-time or at least some kind of part-time.


‘I think for us sometimes the hardest thing to hear is the only reason we [England] are doing as well is because we’re full-time. Actually most of our [Fifteens] girls have only been full-time since January, but you want a level playing field. That way when you play each other you know that actually you’re the best because everyone is having the same opportunity.’


Women’s rugby is unrecognisable from when she made her international debut ten years ago, and Mclean knows her fortunes have been transformed by the changes. Fans can continue to enjoy the fruits of that evolution every time she pulls on a shirt, but when the talented footballer does call it a day she will be classed as one of rugby’s most treasured players – skilful, adaptable and fearless. An amateur world champion but a professional pioneer. Enjoy her right boot whilst you can.


The RFU subsequently announced that they would not renew the contracts of the 15-a-side squad but will in future direct their funding towards the 7-a-side game.
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Vice-captain Mclean in action for England against New Zealand in November 2009. Her conversion and dropped goal helped England to a 10-3 victory over the Black Ferns, who were world champions at the time.









The Finest of his Generation


A PORTRAIT OF SERGIO PARISSE


by MICK CLEARY





There have been many great players in the game down the generations, all blessed with prodigious talent, but none of them can compare to Parisse in terms of taking punishment and coming back for more
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… and creative: Parisse with ball in hand against England at Twickenham.





Sergio Parisse is fluent in Italian. And English. And Spanish. And French. He is the man who not only plays a great game, he can speak one as well. To hear Parisse conduct a press conference is a mirror image of the multi-layered figure that he is on the field. The Italy captain is a man for all seasons, rugby’s Renaissance individual, capable of great feats, endowed with all the skills of a modern-day player.
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