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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Avengers: Age of Ultron is a 2015 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics superhero team the Avengers, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2012's The Avengers and the eleventh film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was written and directed by Joss Whedon and features an ensemble cast that includes Robert Downey Jr., Chris Hemsworth, Mark Ruffalo, Chris Evans, Scarlett Johansson, Jeremy Renner, Don Cheadle, Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Elizabeth Olsen, Paul Bettany, Cobie Smulders, Anthony Mackie, Hayley Atwell, Idris Elba, Stellan Skarsgård, James Spader, and Samuel L. Jackson. In Avengers: Age of Ultron, the Avengers fight Ultron, an artificial intelligence obsessed with causing human extinction. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 645 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Captain America: The Winter Soldier is a 2014 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger and the ninth film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, with a screenplay by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely, who had also written The First Avenger. It stars Chris Evans as Captain America, leading an ensemble cast that includes Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Cobie Smulders, Frank Grillo, Emily VanCamp, Hayley Atwell, Robert Redford, and Samuel L. Jackson. In Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Captain America, Black Widow, and Falcon join forces to uncover a conspiracy within S.H.I.E.L.D. while facing a mysterious assassin known as the Winter Soldier. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 594 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Deadpool is a 2016 American superhero film directed by Tim Miller and written by Rhett Reese and Paul Wernick, based on the Marvel Comics character of the same name. It is the eighth installment in the X-Men film series, and stars Ryan Reynolds as the titular character, as well as Morena Baccarin, Ed Skrein, T.J. Miller, Gina Carano, Leslie Uggams, Brianna Hildebrand, and Stefan Kapičić. In the film, antihero Deadpool hunts the man who nearly destroyed his life while also trying to reunite with his lost love. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 421 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Captain America: Civil War is a 2016 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger and 2014's Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and the thirteenth film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film is directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, with a screenplay by the writing team of Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely, and stars Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America, alongside an ensemble cast including Robert Downey Jr., Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Don Cheadle, Jeremy Renner, Chadwick Boseman, Paul Bettany, Elizabeth Olsen, Paul Rudd, Emily VanCamp, Tom Holland, Frank Grillo, William Hurt, and Daniel Brühl. In Captain America: Civil War, disagreement over international oversight of the Avengers fractures them into opposing factions—one led by Steve Rogers and the other by Tony Stark. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 672 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain tables, illustrations or illustration descriptions. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Captain America is a fictional character appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. Created by cartoonists Joe Simon and Jack Kirby, the character first appeared in Captain America Comics #1 (cover dated March 1941) from Timely Comics, a predecessor of Marvel Comics. Captain America was designed as a patriotic supersoldier who often fought the Axis powers of World War II and was Timely Comics' most popular character during the wartime period. The popularity of superheroes waned following the war and the Captain America comic book was discontinued in 1950, with a short-lived revival in 1953. Since Marvel Comics revived the character in 1964, Captain America has remained in publication. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 1207 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




e-Pedia: Marvel Cinematic Universe

The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) is an American media franchise and shared universe that is centered on a series of superhero films, independently produced by Marvel Studios and based on characters that appear in publications by Marvel Comics




by Wikipedia contributors




For a detailed list of authors, please use the link to the authors provided at the end of each article. 







Licensed by e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) 2017, pursuant to: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License (CC- BY-SA 3.0 License)





This edition has been last updated 2017-06-13




Contact: info@e-artnow.org





ISBN 978-80-268-6310-6








Editorial note: 


this carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 582 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations or illustration descriptions.  e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all e-books based on Wikipedia content. You can access the original Wikipedia articles on the internet free of charge. e-artnow and e-Pedia are neither affiliated with nor endorsed by Wikipedia or the Wikimedia Foundation.



        
            Disclaimer:
            

            
                this book does not constitute professional advice. If you need specific advice (for example, medical, legal, financial or risk management), please seek a professional who is licensed or knowledgeable in that area.

                This book may include hyper-links to other sites which are not maintained by, or related to e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow). Hyper-links to such sites are provided as a service to readers and are not sponsored by or affiliated with Wikipedia or e-Pedia/e-artnow. e-Pedia/e-artnow has not reviewed any or all of such sites and is not responsible for the content of those sites. e-Pedia/e-artnow is not responsible for webcasting or any other form of transmission received from any hyper-linked site. Hyper-links are to be accessed at the user's own risk, and e-Pedia/e-artnow makes no representations or warranties about the content, completeness or accuracy of these hyperlinks or the sites hyper-linked to such site. e-Pedia/e-artnow provides hyper-links as a convenience, and the inclusion of any hyper-link to a third-party site does not necessarily imply endorsement by e-Pedia/e-artnow of that site or any association with its operators. 

                This book has been derived from Wikipedia, pursuant to the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License (CC- BY-SA 3.0 License)


                e-artnow and e-Pedia are neither affiliated with nor endorsed by Wikipedia or the Wikimedia Foundation.

            

        

    


Recommended titles:

e-Pedia: Bleach (Manga)

e-Pedia: Qualcomm Snapdragon

e-Pedia: Kung Fu Panda (Franchise)

e-Pedia: Guy Fawkes Mask

e-Pedia: Naruto

e-Pedia: USB 3.0









Main TOC 



Contents




	1 Development

	2 Feature films

	3 Television series

	4 Short films

	5 Digital series

	6 Comic books

	7 Recurring cast and characters

	8 Music

	9 Reception

	10 Cultural impact

	11 Outside media

	12 See also

	13 References

	14 External links





Marvel Cinematic Universe






The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) is an American media franchise and shared universe that is centered on a series of superhero films, independently produced by Marvel Studios and based on characters that appear in publications by Marvel Comics. The franchise has expanded to include comic books, short films, television series, and digital series. The shared universe, much like the original Marvel Universe in comic books, was established by crossing over common plot elements, settings, cast, and characters. Phil Coulson, portrayed by Clark Gregg, is an original character to the MCU and the only character to appear across all the different media of the MCU.

The first film released in the MCU was Iron Man (2008), which began the first phase of films culminating in the crossover film Marvel's The Avengers (2012). Phase Two began with Iron Man 3 (2013), and concluded with Ant-Man (2015). The films are currently in Phase Three, which began with the release of Captain America: Civil War (2016). Marvel Television expanded the universe further, first to network television with Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. on ABC in the 2013–14 television season, followed by online streaming with Marvel's Daredevil on Netflix in 2015[image: External link], and then to cable television with Marvel's Cloak & Dagger, which is scheduled to air in 2018[image: External link] on Freeform. Marvel Television has also produced the digital series Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot, which is a supplement to Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. Soundtrack albums have been released for all of the films, along with many of television series, as well as the release of compilation albums containing existing music heard in the films. The MCU also includes tie-in comics published by Marvel Comics, while Marvel Studios has also produced a series of direct-to-video short films and a viral marketing campaign for its films and the universe with the faux news program WHIH Newsfront.

The franchise has been commercially successful as a multimedia shared universe, though some critics have found that some of its films and television series have suffered in service of the wider universe. It has inspired other film and television studios with comic book character adaptation rights to attempt to create similar shared universes. The MCU has also been the focus of other media, outside of the shared universe, including attractions at the Disneyland Resort and Discovery Times Square, two television specials, guidebooks for each film, a Lego video game, and a commercial with Coca-Cola.
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By 2005, Marvel Entertainment began planning to independently produce its own films and distribute them through Paramount Pictures.[2] Previously, Marvel had co-produced several superhero films[image: External link] with Columbia Pictures, New Line Cinema and others, including a seven-year development deal with 20th Century Fox.[3] Marvel made relatively little profit from its licensing deals with other studios and wanted to get more money out of its films while maintaining artistic control of the projects and distribution.[4] Avi Arad, head of Marvel's film division, was pleased with Sam Raimi's Spider-Man films[image: External link] at Sony, but was less pleased about others. As a result, they decided to form Marvel Studios, Hollywood's first major independent movie studio since DreamWorks.[5]

Arad's second-in-command,[5] Kevin Feige, realized that unlike Spider-Man and the X-Men, whose film rights were licensed to Sony and Fox, respectively, Marvel still owned the rights to the core members of the Avengers. Feige, a self-professed "fanboy", envisioned creating a shared universe just as creators Stan Lee and Jack Kirby had done with their comic books in the early 1960s.[6] To raise capital, the studio secured funding from a seven-year, $525 million revolving credit facility with Merrill Lynch.[4] Marvel's plan was to release individual films for their main characters and then merge them together in a crossover film.[7] Arad, who doubted the strategy yet insisted that it was his reputation that helped secure the initial financing, resigned the following year.[5][8]

In 2007, at 33 years old, Feige was named studio chief. In order to preserve its artistic integrity, Marvel Studios formed a six-person creative committee with people familiar with its comic book lore that included Feige, Marvel Studios co-president Louis D'Esposito, Marvel Comics' president of publishing Dan Buckley[image: External link], Marvel's chief creative officer Joe Quesada, writer Brian Michael Bendis, and Marvel Entertainment president Alan Fine, who oversaw the committee.[5] Feige initially referred to the shared narrative continuity of these films as the "Marvel Cinema Universe",[9] but later used the term "Marvel Cinematic Universe".[10] Marvel has designated the Marvel Cinematic Universe as Earth-199999 within the continuity of the company's multiverse, a collection of fictional alternate universes.[11]

In November 2013, Feige said that "in an ideal world" releases each year would include one film based on an existing character and one featuring a new character, saying it's "a nice rhythm" in that format. While not always the case, as evident by the 2013 releases of Iron Man 3 and Thor: The Dark World, he said it is "certainly something to aim for."[12] Feige expanded on this in July 2014, saying, "I don't know that we'll keep to [that model] every year", but we're doing that in 2014 and 2015, "so I think it would be fun to continue that sort of thing."[13] In February 2014, Feige stated that Marvel Studios wants to mimic the "rhythm" that the comic books have developed, by having the characters appear in their own films, and then come together, much like "a big event or crossover[image: External link] series,"[14] with Avengers films acting as "big, giant linchpins."[15] After the reveal of multiple release dates for films through 2019 in July 2014,[16] Feige stated, "I think if you look at some of those dates that we've announced, we're going to three in a few of those years. Again, not because there's a number cruncher telling us to go to three, do more than two pictures a year, but because of the very reason just laid out: It is about managing [existing] franchises, film to film, and when we have a team ready to go, why tell them to go away for four years just because we don't have a slot? We'd rather find a way to keep that going."[17] After the titles were revealed in October 2014,[18] Feige said, "the studio's firing on all cylinders right now ... which made us comfortable for the first time ... to increase to three films a year [in 2017 and 2018] instead of just two, without changing our methods."[19]

On expanding the characters in the universe and letting individual films breathe and work on their own, as opposed to having Avenger team-ups outside of Avengers films, Feige stated, it's about "teaching the general movie going audience about the notion of the characters existing separately, coming together for specific events and going away and existing separately in their own worlds again. Just like comic readers have been doing for decades and decades ... People sort of are accepting that there's just a time when they should be together and there's a time when they’re not."[20] In April 2014, Feige revealed that Edgar Wright's pitch for Ant-Man in 2006 helped shape the early films of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, saying, "We changed, frankly, some of the MCU to accommodate this version of Ant-Man. Knowing what we wanted to do with Edgar and with Ant-Man, going years and years back, helped to dictate what we did with the roster for Avengers the first time. It was a bit of both in terms of his idea for the Ant-Man story influencing the birth of the MCU in the early films leading up to Avengers."[21]

In October 2014, Marvel held a press event to announce the titles of their Phase Three films.[18] The event, which drew comparisons to Apple's Worldwide Developers Conference,[22] was done because all the information was ready. As Feige explained, "We wanted to do this at [San Diego] Comic-Con this year. Things were not set ... So the plan has been, since a few weeks before Comic-Con when we realized we weren’t going to be able to do everything we wanted to do, is to decide 'let's do either something we haven’t done in a long time, or something we've never done.' Which is a singular event, just to announce what we have when it's ready. I thought that might be early August, or mid-September, it ended up being [at the end of October]."[19]

In September 2015, after Marvel Studios was integrated into The Walt Disney Studios with Feige reporting to Walt Disney Studios chairman Alan Horn instead of Marvel Entertainment CEO Isaac Perlmutter,[23] it was reported that the studios' creative committee would have "nominal" input on the films moving forward, though would continue to consult on Marvel Television productions, which remained under Perlmutter's control.[24][25] All key film decisions going forward will be made by Feige, D'Esposito and Victoria Alonso.[24] At the end of the month, on how much story is developed for future films of the universe, Feige said there are "broad strokes" though sometime "super-specific things. But for the most part, in broad strokes that are broad enough and loose enough that, if through the development of four of five movies before we get to the culmination ... we still have room to sway and to move and to go and to surprise ourselves in places that we end up. So that all the movies, hopefully when they're finished, will feel like they're all interconnected and meant to be and planned far ahead, but really can live and breathe enough as individual movies to be satisfying each and of themselves." The studio also has various contingency plans for the direction of all of their films, in the event they are unable to secure a certain actor to reprise a role, or re-acquire the film rights to a character, such as was done in February 2015 with Spider-Man.[26]

In April 2016, on moving the universe to Phase Four and reflecting on the first three, Feige said, "I think there will be a finality to moments of Phase Three, as well as new beginnings that will mark a different, a very different, a distinctively different chapter in what will someday be a complete first saga made up of three phases." Joe Russo added, "You build things up and people enjoy the experiences you've built up. But then you kind of reach an apex or you reach a climax, a moment where you go, ‘This structure is really going to start to be repetitious if we do this again, so what do we do now?’ So now, you deconstruct it. We’re in the deconstruction phase with [Captain America:] Civil War and leading into [Avengers:] Infinity War, which are the culmination films."[27] A year later, Feige felt after the conclusion of Phase Three, Marvel might abandon grouping the films by phases, saying, "it might be a new thing."[28]

On the potential for "superhero fatigue", Feige stated, "This year [2016], we’ve got Civil War and we’ve got Doctor Strange in November, two completely different movies. To me, and to all of Marvel Studios, that's what keeps it going. As long as we’re surprising people, as long as we’re not falling into things becoming too similar ... next year, [Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2], [Spider-Man: Homecoming], Thor: Ragnarok. Those are three totally different movies ... as long as the only shared thing is they come from the same source material and they’ve got our Marvel logo in front of the movies. Other than that they can be very distinct. What other studios do, what other properties, nothing we can do about it."[29]
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Over time, the distribution rights[image: External link] to Marvel Studios' films changed hands on multiple occasions. In November 2006, Universal Pictures announced that it would distribute The Incredible Hulk,[30] in an arrangement separate from Marvel's 2005 deal with Paramount, which was distributing Marvel's other films.[2] In September 2008, after the international success of Iron Man, Paramount signed a deal to have worldwide distribution rights for Iron Man 2, Iron Man 3, Thor, Captain America: The First Avenger, and The Avengers.[31]

In late December 2009, The Walt Disney Company purchased Marvel Entertainment for $4 billion. In October 2010, Walt Disney Studios bought the distribution rights for Marvel's The Avengers and Iron Man 3 from Paramount Pictures,[32] with Paramount's logo remaining on the films, as well as for promotional material and merchandise,[33][34] although Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures is the only studio credited at the end of these films.[35] Disney has distributed all subsequent Marvel Studios films.[36] In July 2013, Disney purchased the distribution rights to Iron Man, Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger from Paramount.[37] The Incredible Hulk was not part of the deal, due to an agreement between Marvel and Universal, where Marvel owns the film rights and Universal owns the distribution rights, for this film as well as the right of first refusal to distribute future Hulk films.[38] According to The Hollywood Reporter, a potential reason why Marvel has not bought the film distribution rights to the Hulk as they did with Paramount for the Iron Man, Thor, and Captain America films is because Universal holds the theme park rights to several Marvel characters that Disney wants for its own theme parks.[39]

In February 2015, Sony Pictures Entertainment and Marvel Studios announced a licensing deal that would allow Spider-Man to appear in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, with the character first appearing in Captain America: Civil War.[40][41] Marvel Studios also explored opportunities to integrate other characters of the Marvel Cinematic Universe into future Spider-Man films financed, distributed, and controlled by Sony Pictures,[40] with Robert Downey, Jr. the first confirmed to reprise his role as Tony Stark / Iron Man in Spider-Man: Homecoming.[42] In June 2015, Feige clarified that the initial Sony deal does not apply to the MCU television series, as it was "very specific ... with a certain amount of back and forth allowed."[43]
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In June 2010, Marvel Television was launched with Jeph Loeb as head.[44] By July 2012, the division had entered into discussions with ABC to create a show set in the MCU,[45] and in August, ABC ordered a pilot for a show called S.H.I.E.L.D., with The Avengers writer/director Joss Whedon involved;[46] it was later renamed Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[47] In January 2014, the series Marvel's Agent Carter was announced, joining Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. at ABC,[48] while a put pilot order for the half-hour live-action comedy series, Marvel's Damage Control, was revealed in October 2015.[49] While talking about Marvel potentially making comedy series, Loeb said in January 2016 that Marvel always feels humor should be a part of anything they produce, despite possibly fitting more within a darker genre, as Daredevil and Jessica Jones do, while also staying "grounded and real". He added, "There are moments of levity that are in life that you need to bring to the table, or else it just becomes overwhelmingly oppressive ... If you're going to [explore comic book elements], it's always a good idea to make sure that the audience is aware that, yeah, it's funny [too]."[50]

In May 2016, after ABC had canceled Marvel's Agent Carter and passed on Marvel's Most Wanted, ABC Entertainment president Channing Dungey said that Marvel and ABC were working together, looking "at series that would be beneficial to both brands" moving forward.[51] In November 2016, Marvel and IMAX Corporation announced Marvel's Inhumans, based on the species of the same name, after a planned film based on the characters had been removed from Marvel Studios' slate.[52][53][54] The first two episodes of the series were set to premiere in IMAX theaters in September 2017 for two weeks, before airing on ABC with the remainder of the series.[52] Ben Sherwood, president of Disney–ABC Television Group, said, "We’ve worked very carefully with our friends at Marvel Studios—and this is a critical point—to make sure that calendar-wise and content-wise we are only enhancing" the MCU; the theatrical debut of the series was timed to not interfere with the release of any Marvel Studios films—the theatrical run of the series will take place between the releases of Spider-Man: Homecoming and Thor: Ragnarok.[55][56] The deal was initially suggested to Marvel by IMAX after they had held a successful IMAX event with Game of Thrones[image: External link] in 2015. Sherwood described it as "a quadruple win—a win for IMAX, a win for Marvel, a win for ABC Studios and a win for ABC to launch a show in an innovative way and get attention" in an increasingly crowded market. Sherwood hoped that this would be the first of "several innovative ways to launch [television] programming."[56]
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By October 2013, Marvel was preparing four drama series and a miniseries, totaling 60 episodes, to present to video on demand services and cable providers, with Netflix, Amazon, and WGN America expressing interest.[57] In November 2013, it was announced that Disney would provide Netflix with live-action series based on Daredevil, Jessica Jones, Iron Fist, and Luke Cage, leading up to a miniseries based on the Defenders.[58] Disney CEO Bob Iger stated that Netflix was chosen to air the shows, "when Disney realized it could use the streaming service as a way to grow the popularity of the characters". He added that, if the characters prove popular, they could become feature films.[59] Loeb later stated that Marvel was not "interested in making four pilots and then hoping someday that they could all get together. Netflix really understood what it is we wanted to do. They’re very open to directors that might not have that same opportunity in broadcast television. The notion of having all 13 episodes at one time, particularly in serialized storytelling, is very appealing."[60] Loeb also added that the four characters chosen "all had a previous existing relationship and all grew up on the same kind of stoop in New York [in the comics]. So it lent itself to a world. Does that mean these shows are going to be the same? No. They can't be. The characters have different issues, different problems, different feelings about them ... the example that I continually give is that I cannot think of two films that are more different in tone than The Winter Soldier and Guardians of the Galaxy. And yet, if you watch them back to back, they feel very Marvel. They feel very much like, 'Oh, it is still the same universe that I'm in.'"[61]

Quesada confirmed in April 2014 that the Netflix series would be set within the MCU[62] Loeb explained that "Within the Marvel universe there are thousands of heroes of all shapes and sizes, but the Avengers are here to save the universe and Daredevil is here to save the neighborhood ... It does take place in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It's all connected. But that doesn't necessarily mean that we would look up in the sky and see [Iron Man]. It's just a different part of New York that we have not yet seen in the Marvel movies."[63] In January 2015, Netflix COO Ted Sarandos said Netflix planned to release a Marvel series approximately a year apart from each other after Daredevil's April 2015 release.[64] A year later, Sarandos noted that the release schedules of the Marvel Netflix series are dependent on the "long production times and long post times. In some cases, when we have characters crossover, it makes it more difficult to manage production. It's not the goal to put out more than one or two [each] year ... The complex one is really The Defenders. The Defenders' production schedule will determine a lot of the season 2 and 3 output of those shows." He also noted on potential spin-offs that "all the characters in the universe could also spin out" into their own series at some point,[65] with Netflix ordering Marvel's The Punisher, a spin-off from Daredevil, that April.[66] Sarandos later stated that Netflix was trying to close the gap between releases of Marvel seasons, but would always prioritize the quality of the series over higher numbers of releases per year. He also said that Netflix was open to exploring the MCU beyond the Defenders series, including potential crossovers with ABC's Marvel series.[67]
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In April 2016, the ABC-owned cable network Freeform announced Marvel's Cloak & Dagger, based on the characters of the same name, with a straight-to-series order for 2018.[68][69] The network confirmed that the series would be "its first venture into the Marvel Cinematic Universe", and described the show as a "superhero love story", a premise that Variety called "a seamless fit for Freeform" given the network's target audience of "Becomers" (the 14-34 age demographic).[68][70]
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Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. executive producer Jeffrey Bell revealed at the show's 2014 PaleyFest panel that the producers and writers are able to read the screenplays for upcoming MCU films to know where the universe is heading.[72] He noted that since the films have to be "big" and move "quickly through a lot of huge pieces", it is beneficial for the films to have the television series fill in any "gaps" for them.[73] His fellow executive producer Jed Whedon[image: External link] explained that each Marvel project is intended to standalone first before there is any interweaving, and noted that the series has to work with the film division and be aware of their plans so as not to interfere when introducing someone or something to the universe.[74] Bell elaborated that this was preferable so that people who do not watch the films can still follow the series, and vice versa.[73] Joss Whedon noted that this process "unfortunately just means the TV show gets, you know, leftovers." He stated that, for example, the series' creative team initially wanted to use Loki's scepter from The Avengers but were unable due to Whedon's plans for it in Avengers: Age of Ultron.[75]

In April 2014, Quesada stated that, beyond connecting to themselves, the Netflix series would connect with the films and other television series.[62] In October 2014, Feige said the opportunity "certainly" exists for characters in the Netflix series to appear in Avengers: Infinity War.[19] In March 2015, Loeb spoke on the ability for the Netflix series to crossover with the films and the ABC series, saying, "As it is now, in the same way that our films started out as self-contained and then by the time we got to The Avengers, it became more practical for Captain America to do a little crossover into Thor 2 and for Bruce Banner to appear at the end of Iron Man 3. We have to earn that. The audience needs to understand who all of these characters are and what the world is before you then start co-mingling".[76] In September 2015, Feige elaborated on the films referencing the television series, saying "I think that's inevitable at some point ... The schedules do not always quite match up to make that possible. It's easier for [the shows]. They're more nimble and faster and produce things quicker than we do, which is one of the main reasons you see the repercussions of Winter Soldier or [Avengers: Age of Ultron] in the show ... by the time we start doing a movie, they'd be mid-way through a season. By the time our movie comes out, they'd be [starting the next season]. So finding the timing on that is not always easy.[26]

Loeb talked further on the subject in July 2016, reiterating the issue of scheduling by saying "if I’m shooting a television series and that's going to go on over a six-month or eight-month period, how am I going to get [a television series actor] to be able to go be in a movie?" He noted that this would not be as much of an issue if characters were making very minor cameo appearances, but explained that Marvel was not interested in cameos and easter eggs just for the sake of fan service, which could detract from the story being told; "As I often get reported by you folks for saying #ItsAllConnected, our feeling is that the connection isn’t just whether or not somebody is walking into a movie or walking out of a television show. It's connected in the way that the shows come from the same place, that they are real, that they are grounded."[77]

In January 2017, Vincent D'Onofrio, who portrays Wilson Fisk in Daredevil, said he "would love to switch over to the movies, but I think it's pretty much been said it's not going to happen. Or at least not for a very, very long time." D'Onofrio cited Feige's previous reasoning as well as the fact that the films already had difficulty "bringing big characters in that they have to service in the writing" and adding characters from the television series would be "just too many characters" since the films were "trying to figure out already how to individualize more and at the same time keep The Avengers going."[78] In March 2017, Anthony Mackie, who portrays Sam Wilson / Falcon in the films, felt a crossover between the films and television series "wouldn't work at all" given they are "different universes, different worlds, different companies, different designs" and that "Kevin Feige is very specific about how he wants the Marvel Universe to be seen in the film world."[79] The following May, Feige noted that a character appearing in a television series would not necessarily exclude them from appearing in a film, adding that "at some point, there’s going to be a crossover. Crossover, repetition, or something."[80]
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 Other media




In 2008, the first official tie-in comic was released.[81] Quesada outlined his plan to expand the MCU into comic books, saying, "The MCU [comics] are going to be stories set within movie continuity. [They are] not necessarily direct adaptations of the movies, but maybe something that happened off screen and was mentioned in the movie ... Kevin Feige is involved with these and in some cases maybe the writers of the movies would be involved [as well.]"[82] Marvel Comics worked with Brad Winderbaum, Jeremy Latcham, and Will Corona Pilgrim at Marvel Studios to decide which concepts should be carried over from the Marvel Comics Universe to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, what to show in the tie-in comics, and what to leave for the films.[83] Marvel has clarified which of the tie-in comics are considered official canonical MCU stories, with the rest merely inspired by the MCU, "where we get to show off all the characters from the film in costume and in comic form."[84]

In August 2011, Marvel announced a series of direct-to-video short films called Marvel One-Shots,[85] the name derived from the label used by Marvel Comics for their one-shot comics.[86] Co-producer Brad Winderbaum said "It's a fun way to experiment with new characters and ideas, but more importantly it's a way for us to expand the Marvel Cinematic Universe and tell stories that live outside the plot of our features."[85] Each short film is designed to be a self-contained story that provides more backstory for characters or events introduced in the films.[87] In July 2012, D'Esposito stated that Marvel was considering the idea of introducing established characters who may not yet be ready to carry their own feature films in future One-Shots, stating, "There's always a potential to introduce a character. We have 8,000 of them, and they can’t all be at the same level. So maybe there are some that are not so popular, and we introduce them [with a short] – and they take off. I could see that happening."[88]

In March 2015, Marvel's Vice President of Animation Development and Production, Cort Lane, stated that animated tie-ins to the MCU were "in the works".[89] That July, Marvel Studios partnered with Google to produce the faux news program WHIH Newsfront with Christine Everhart, a series of in-universe YouTube videos serving as the center of a viral marketing campaign to promote the films and universe.[90] In December 2016, a six-part web series, Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot, was revealed, which debuted on ABC.com on December 13, 2016. It follows Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez on a secret mission, shortly before the start of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s fourth season, with Natalia Cordova-Buckley reprising her role.[91]
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 Business practices




Marvel Studios developed specific business practices to create its shared universe, including choosing filmmakers that were considered "out-of-left-field", given their previous work. Feige remarked, "You don't have to have directed a big, giant visual-effects movie to do a big, giant visual-effects movie for us. You just have to have done something singularly sort of awesome,"[92] adding "It's worked out well for us when we've taken people [such as Jon Favreau, Joss Whedon, Kenneth Branagh[image: External link], and the Russo brothers,] that have done very, very good things. Very rarely are one of those good things a big giant blockbuster superhero movie."[93] When hiring directors, the studio usually has "a kernel of an idea of what we want", which is presented to potential directors over the course of several meetings to discuss and further expand. "And if over the course of three or four or five meetings they make it way better than what we initially were spewing to them, they usually get the job", according to Feige.[26] Later expanding on this process, Feige explained that before talking to any directors on a film, Marvel Studios often puts together a "lookbook" of influences from the comics and art by Marvel's visual development department, to create a visual template for the film. These are put together at company retreats, which the studio holds every "18 months or so" to plan out and develop the phases of the MCU. These lookbooks are not always shown to directors, though, with Marvel sometimes preferring to let the director offer their own ideas first.[94]

Scott Derrickson did not see a lookbook for Doctor Strange, instead putting together his own presentation, with concept art and storyboards by himself and professionals he hired, to sell himself and his vision of the film to Marvel. In contrast, Marvel shared several different ideas for what Thor: Ragnarok could be with prospective filmmakers, who then went away and developed what they thought the film should be from that. Taika Waititi created a sizzle reel using clips from other films to present his vision based on Marvel's ideas, a practice that Marvel discourages as they "oftentimes can be really terrible". However, Marvel thought Waititi's was "amazing". Derrickson and Waititi were both eventually hired for the films.[94] For Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Joe and Anthony Russo met with the studio four times over two months before they were hired, during which they "kept getting more and more specific about what our vision was", putting together "reference videos, storyboards, script pages, you name it. We did like a 30-page book that had everything that we’d do with the character, from the theme of the movie to the tone of the film to the fighting style to what we liked about the character and what we didn’t like". This meant that by the time they were hired they had already "figured the movie out".[95]

When the studio hired Kenneth Branagh and Joe Johnston to direct Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger, respectively, it made sure both directors were open to the idea of a shared universe and including Avengers set-up scenes in their films.[6] Joe Russo stated, "That's the exciting component of [incorporating references to the larger universe]. 'What can we set up for the future?' You're constantly pitching out ideas that not only affect your movie, but may have a ripple effect that affects other films ... It's a weird sort of tapestry of writers and directors working together to create this universe that's sort of organic."[20] Anthony added, "The great thing about the Marvel [Cinematic Universe], just like the publishing [arm], it's a very vast, inter-connected universe, where characters will have their rise and fall, so to speak, and hand off to other characters. As the cinematic universe moves forward, you may start to see the cinematic universe adopt that same pattern, as the publishing has, where there's closure with some characters and new beginnings with other characters."[96] He added that, for directors to "fit" in at Marvel, they must understand how to "take a larger story and wrangle it into a moment", yet keep it connected.[20]

On allowing directors and writers to work within Marvel's shared universe concept, Joe Russo said that Feige has "big pieces that he knows he wants to build towards, but the way that you get there is open to interpretation and improv a little bit." For the Russos in The Winter Soldier, they had to deal with the idea of S.H.I.E.L.D. being infiltrated by Hydra, with Joe saying, "how we get there is all up to us. And I think why Marvel has been so successful is because it's been such a clear plan, that everything is interconnected and they’re building emotional capital with each movie that you can then trade off of in the next film."[97] Joe later elaborated that once each film's creative team "come up with conceptually what we want to do" for a film, then we will ask questions about whether this would interfere with a storyline in another movie. Or, what's going on in that film, can we pull some of that into this film? That's where you start looking for the interconnectedness, but it's very important early on that the concept be created in a bubble because you have to protect the idea, it has to be driven by storytelling. Kevin's ... always in the mindset of "let's just make this movie now and worry about the next movie when it comes."[95]

Marvel Studios also began contracting their actors for multiple films, including signing actor Samuel L. Jackson to a then "unprecedented" nine-movie contract.[99] In July 2014, Feige said that the studio has all actors sign contracts for multiples films, with the norm being for 3 or more, and the 9 or 12 film deals "more rare".[100] Actor's contracts also feature clauses that allows Marvel to use up to three minutes of an actor's performance from one film for another, which Marvel describes as "bridging material".[25] At Marvel Television, actors such as Charlie Cox (Matt Murdock / Daredevil in Daredevil) and Adrianne Palicki (Bobbi Morse / Mockingbird in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.) are contractually obliged to appear in a Marvel film if asked.[101][102] In May 2015, after starring as Claire Temple in the first season of Daredevil, Rosario Dawson signed with Marvel to return for the second season of the series as part of an "exclusive TV deal" that also allows her to appear in any other Marvel Netflix series, including Jessica Jones and Luke Cage.[103] Dawson explained that she signs on with Marvel for a year at a time, for a certain amount of episodes, and finds out which series the episodes are for closer to the time of filming.[104]

In August 2012, Marvel signed Joss Whedon to an exclusive contract through June 2015 for film and television. With the deal, Whedon would "contribute creatively" on Phase Two of the MCU and develop the first television series set in the universe.[105] In March 2013, Whedon expanded on his consulting responsibilities, saying, "I understand what Kevin [Feige] is going for and where he's heading, and I read the scripts and watch cuts and talk to the directors and writers and give my opinion. Occasionally there could be some writing. But I’m not trying to get in anybody's soup, I’m just trying to be helpful."[106] Whedon later elaborated that "Since the story has already been approved and everybody knows what we're doing with Avengers 2, we can really lay it out. It's not like anyone's saying "well I don't know, what if I need that?" It's like "doing this is troublesome for us, whereas doing this will actually help us." ... You want to honor the events of the last movie but you don't want to be beholden to them, because some people will see Avengers[: Age of Ultron] who did not see any of the movies in between or even Avengers 1." He also found working in television and script doctoring to be "great training ground[s] for dealing with this ... because you're given a bunch of pieces and told to make them fit—even if they don't."[107]

For the Russo brothers and writers Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely[image: External link] working on Avengers: Infinity War and Phase Three, they saw "a through line from Winter Soldier, through Civil War, right to Infinity War", with films like Doctor Strange and Thor: Ragnarok laying groundwork for the "culmination" in Infinity War. Subsequently, they talked "to the directors and writers of the other Phase 3 movies on an almost weekly basis, to make sure everything lines up right."[108] Similarly, when developing the crossover miniseries The Defenders, showrunner Marco Ramirez consulted with the creators of all the individual Marvel Netflix series, having them read each of the scripts for The Defenders and provide insight into the individual character's world.[109] In April 2017, along with his announcement that he was returning to write and direct Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3, James Gunn revealed he would be working with Marvel "to help design where these stories go, and make sure the future of the Marvel Cosmic Universe is as special and authentic and magical as what we have created so far."[110]
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 Feature films




Main article: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films




	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Producer(s)
	Status



	Phase One: Avengers Assembled[111]



	Iron Man
	May 2, 2008
	Jon Favreau[112]
	Mark Fergus & Hawk Ostby and Art Marcum & Matt Holloway[112][113]
	Avi Arad and Kevin Feige
	Released



	The Incredible Hulk
	June 13, 2008
	Louis Leterrier[114]
	Zak Penn[115]
	Avi Arad, Gale Anne Hurd

and Kevin Feige



	Iron Man 2
	May 7, 2010
	Jon Favreau[116]
	Justin Theroux[117]
	Kevin Feige



	Thor
	May 6, 2011
	Kenneth Branagh[image: External link][118]
	Ashley Edward Miller & Zack Stentz and Don Payne[119]



	Captain America: The First Avenger
	July 22, 2011
	Joe Johnston[120]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link][121]



	Marvel's The Avengers
	May 4, 2012
	Joss Whedon[122]



	Phase Two[19][123]



	Iron Man 3
	May 3, 2013
	Shane Black[124]
	Drew Pearce and Shane Black[124][125]
	Kevin Feige
	Released



	Thor: The Dark World
	November 8, 2013
	Alan Taylor[126]
	Christopher Yost and Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[127]



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	April 4, 2014
	Anthony and Joe Russo[128]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[129]



	Guardians of the Galaxy
	August 1, 2014
	James Gunn[130]
	James Gunn and Nicole Perlman[131]



	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	May 1, 2015
	Joss Whedon[132]



	Ant-Man
	July 17, 2015
	Peyton Reed[133]
	Edgar Wright & Joe Cornish[image: External link] and Adam McKay & Paul Rudd[134]



	Phase Three[19][135][136]



	Captain America: Civil War
	May 6, 2016
	Anthony and Joe Russo[137]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[137]
	Kevin Feige
	Released



	Doctor Strange
	November 4, 2016
	Scott Derrickson[138]
	Jon Spaihts and Scott Derrickson & C. Robert Cargill[139]



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2
	May 5, 2017
	James Gunn[131]



	Spider-Man: Homecoming
	July 7, 2017[140]
	Jon Watts[141]
	Jonathan Goldstein & John Francis Daley and

Jon Watts & Christopher Ford and

Chris McKenna & Erik Sommers[142]
	Kevin Feige and Amy Pascal
	Post-production



	Thor: Ragnarok
	November 3, 2017[143]
	Taika Waititi[144]
	Eric Pearson[145]
	Kevin Feige



	Black Panther
	February 16, 2018[136]
	Ryan Coogler[146]
	Joe Robert Cole and Ryan Coogler[147][148]



	Avengers: Infinity War
	May 4, 2018[18]
	Anthony and Joe Russo[149]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[150]
	Filming



	Ant-Man and the Wasp[image: External link]
	July 6, 2018[136]
	Peyton Reed[151]
	Andrew Barrer & Gabriel Ferrari and Paul Rudd[152]
	Pre-production[153][154]



	Captain Marvel[image: External link]
	March 8, 2019[136]
	Anna Boden and Ryan Fleck[155]
	Nicole Perlman & Meg LeFauve[156]



	Untitled Avengers film
	May 3, 2019[18]
	Anthony and Joe Russo[149]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[150]



	Post-Phase Three



	Spider-Man: Homecoming 2[image: External link]
	July 5, 2019[157]
	TBA
	TBA
	Kevin Feige and Amy Pascal
	In development



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3[image: External link]
	TBA
	James Gunn[110]
	Kevin Feige
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 Television series




Main article: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe television series




	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired / released
	Showrunner(s)
	Status



	First aired
	Last aired



	ABC series



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	
	1
	22
	September 24, 2013
	May 13, 2014
	Jed Whedon[image: External link], Maurissa Tancharoen, and Jeffrey Bell[158]
	Released



	
	2
	22
	September 23, 2014
	May 12, 2015



	
	3
	22
	September 29, 2015
	May 17, 2016



	
	4
	22
	September 20, 2016
	May 16, 2017



	
	5
	22[159]
	January 2018[160]
	TBA
	In development



	Marvel's Agent Carter
	
	1
	8
	January 6, 2015
	February 24, 2015
	Tara Butters, Michele Fazekas, and Chris Dingess[161]
	Released



	
	2
	10
	January 19, 2016
	March 1, 2016



	Marvel's Inhumans
	
	1
	8[53]
	September 22, 2017[a]
	TBA
	Scott Buck[165]
	Filming



	Netflix series



	Marvel's Daredevil
	
	1
	13
	April 10, 2015
	Steven S. DeKnight[166]
	Released



	
	2
	13
	March 18, 2016
	Doug Petrie and Marco Ramirez[167]



	
	3[168]
	TBA
	TBA
	Pre-production



	Marvel's Jessica Jones
	
	1
	13
	November 20, 2015
	Melissa Rosenberg[169]
	Released



	
	2
	13[170]
	TBA
	Filming



	Marvel's Luke Cage
	
	1
	13
	September 30, 2016
	Cheo Hodari Coker[171]
	Released



	
	2[172]
	TBA
	TBA
	Filming



	Marvel's Iron Fist
	
	1
	13
	March 17, 2017
	Scott Buck[173]
	Released



	Marvel's The Defenders
	
	1
	8[174]
	August 18, 2017[175]
	Marco Ramirez[109]
	Preparing for release



	Marvel's The Punisher
	
	1
	13[176]
	2017[177]
	Steve Lightfoot[image: External link][66]



	Freeform series



	Marvel's Cloak & Dagger
	
	1[68]
	10[178]
	2018[69]
	TBA
	Joe Pokaski[69]
	Filming



	Pilots only



	Marvel's Most Wanted
	
	
	Jeffrey Bell and Paul Zbyszewski[179]
	Unaired



	Marvel's Damage Control[image: External link]
	
	
	TBA
	TBA
	Ben Karlin[image: External link][49]
	Put pilot ordered[49]






	
^ A version of the first two episodes will debut in IMAX theaters on September 1, 2017,[162] and run for two weeks,[163] before the September 22 television premiere on ABC.[164]
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 Short films




Main article: Marvel One-Shots




	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director
	Screenwriter
	Producer
	Home media release



	The Consultant[image: External link]
	September 13, 2011
	Leythum[85]
	Eric Pearson[88][180]
	Kevin Feige
	Thor



	A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer[image: External link]
	October 25, 2011
	Captain America: The First Avenger



	Item 47
	September 25, 2012
	Louis D’Esposito[88][180]
	Marvel's The Avengers



	Agent Carter
	September 3, 2013 (Digital)

September 24, 2013 (Physical)
	Iron Man 3



	All Hail the King
	February 4, 2014 (Digital)

February 25, 2014 (Physical)
	Drew Pearce[181]
	Thor: The Dark World
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 Digital series






	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	Originally released
	Status



	First released
	Last released



	WHIH Newsfront [a]
	
	1[image: External link]
	5
	July 2, 2015
	July 16, 2015
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	5
	April 22, 2016
	May 3, 2016



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot
	
	1
	6
	December 13, 2016






	
^ WHIH Newsfront is an in-universe current affairs show that serves as a viral marketing campaign for some of the MCU films.[90][182] The campaign is an extension of the fictional news network WHIH World News, which is seen reporting on major events in many MCU films and television series.[183]
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 Comic books




Main article: Marvel Cinematic Universe tie-in comics




	Title
	Issue(s)
	Publication date(s)
	Writer(s)
	Artist(s)



	First published
	Last published



	Iron Man: I Am Iron Man![image: External link]
	2
	January 27, 2010
	February 24, 2010
	Peter David[184]
	Sean Chen[184]



	Iron Man 2: Public Identity[image: External link]
	3
	April 28, 2010
	May 12, 2010
	Joe Casey and Justin Theroux[185]
	Barry Kitson[185]



	Iron Man 2: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]
	1
	September 1, 2010
	Joe Casey[185]
	Tim Green, Felix Ruiz[image: External link], and Matt Camp[185]



	Captain America: First Vengeance[image: External link]
	4
	May 4, 2011
	June 29, 2011
	Fred Van Lente[186]
	Neil Edwards[187] and Luke Ross[188]



	Marvel's The Avengers Prelude: Fury's Big Week[image: External link]
	4
	March 7, 2012
	April 18, 2012
	Story by: Chris Yost and Eric Pearson[189]

Scripts by: Eric Pearson[189]
	Luke Ross[190]



	Marvel's The Avengers: Black Widow Strikes[image: External link]
	3
	May 2, 2012
	June 6, 2012
	Fred Van Lente[191]
	Neil Edwards[192]



	Marvel's Iron Man 2[image: External link]
	2
	November 7, 2012
	December 5, 2012
	Christos N. Gage[193][194][195]
	Ramon Rosanas[193]



	Marvel's Iron Man 3 Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	January 2, 2013
	February 6, 2013
	Steve Kurth[195]



	Marvel's Thor[image: External link]
	2
	January 16, 2013
	February 20, 2013
	Lan Medina[194]



	Marvel's Thor: The Dark World Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	June 5, 2013
	July 10, 2013
	Craig Kyle and Chris Yost[196]
	Scot Eaton[image: External link][196] and Ron Lim[197]



	Marvel's Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link]
	2
	November 6, 2013
	December 11, 2013
	Peter David[198][199]
	Wellinton Alves[198]



	Marvel's Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic[image: External link]
	1
	January 28, 2014
	Rock He-Kim[199]



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Infinite Comic – Dangerous Prey[image: External link]
	1
	April 1, 2014
	Dan Abnett and Andy Lanning[200]
	Andrea Di Vito[200]



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	April 2, 2014
	May 28, 2014
	Wellinton Alves[201]



	Marvel's The Avengers[image: External link]
	2
	December 24, 2014
	January 7, 2015
	Will Corona Pilgrim[202][203][204][205]
	Joe Bennett[image: External link][202]



	Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron Prelude – This Scepter'd Isle[image: External link]
	1
	February 4, 2015
	Wellinton Alves[204]



	Marvel's Ant-Man Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	February 4, 2015
	March 4, 2015
	Miguel Sepulveda[203]



	Marvel's Ant-Man – Scott Lang: Small Time[image: External link]
	1
	March 3, 2015
	Wellinton Alves and Daniel Govar[205]



	Marvel's Jessica Jones[image: External link]
	1
	October 7, 2015
	Brian Michael Bendis[206]
	Michael Gaydos[206]



	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude[image: External link]
	4
	December 16, 2015
	January 27, 2016
	Will Corona Pilgrim[207][208][209][210][211][212]
	Szymon Kudranski[207] and Lee Ferguson[213]



	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude Infinite Comic[image: External link]
	1
	February 10, 2016
	Lee Ferguson, Goran Sudžuka,

and Guillermo Mogorron[208]



	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	July 6, 2016
	August 24, 2016
	Jorge Fornés[209]



	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude Infinite Comic – The Zealot[image: External link]
	1
	September 7, 2016



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	January 4, 2017
	February 1, 2017
	Christopher Allen[214]



	Spider-Man: Homecoming Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	March 1, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	Todd Nauck[211]



	Marvel's Thor: Ragnarok Prelude[image: External link]
	4[215]
	July 5, 2017[212]
	TBA
	J.L. Giles[212]
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 Recurring cast and characters




Further information: Marvel Cinematic Universe film cast members, television series cast members, One-Shot cast members[image: External link], WHIH Newsfront cast members[image: External link], and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot cast members[image: External link]



List indicator(s)


	This table includes characters who have appeared in multiple MCU media.

	A dark grey cell indicates the character has not appeared in that medium.

	A P indicates a new appearance in onscreen photographs only.







	Character
	Feature films
	Television series
	Short films
	Digital series



	Felix Blake
	 
	Titus Welliver[88][216]
	 



	Peggy Carter
	Hayley Atwell[48][217][218]
	 



	Phil Coulson
	Clark Gregg[219][220]



	Darren Cross

Yellowjacket
	Corey Stoll[221]
	 
	Corey Stoll[221]



	Timothy "Dum Dum" Dugan
	Neal McDonough[218][222][223]
	 



	Matthew Ellis
	William Sadler[image: External link][224][225]
	 
	William Sadler[226]



	Christine Everhart
	Leslie Bibb[182]
	 
	Leslie Bibb[90]



	Leo Fitz
	 
	Iain De Caestecker[227]
	 
	Iain De Caestecker[220]



	Nick Fury
	Samuel L. Jackson[228][229]
	 



	Justin Hammer
	Sam Rockwell[230]
	 
	Sam Rockwell[231]
	 



	Maria Hill
	Cobie Smulders[232]
	 



	Daisy "Skye" Johnson

Quake
	 
	Chloe Bennet[233]
	 
	Chloe Bennet[220]



	Scott Lang

Ant-Man
	Paul Rudd[221]
	 
	Paul Rudd[221]



	List
	Henry Goodman[image: External link][234]
	 



	Jeffrey Mace

Patriot
	 
	Jason O'Mara[235]
	 
	Jason O'Mara[220]



	Alphonso "Mack" MacKenzie
	 
	Henry Simmons[236]
	 
	Henry Simmons[220]



	Gideon Malick
	Powers Boothe[237]
	 



	Melinda May
	 
	Ming-Na Wen[image: External link]
	 
	Ming-Na Wen[220]



	Jim Morita
	Kenneth Choi[222][223]
	 



	Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez
	 
	Natalia Cordova-Buckley[238]
	 
	Natalia Cordova-Buckley[220]



	Sif
	Jaimie Alexander[239][240]
	 



	Jemma Simmons
	 
	Elizabeth Henstridge[227]
	 
	Elizabeth Henstridge[220]



	Jasper Sitwell
	Maximiliano Hernández[241][242][243]
	 



	Trevor Slattery
	Ben Kingsley[244]
	 
	Ben Kingsley[181]
	 



	Howard Stark
	Gerard SandersP [245]

John Slattery[246]

Dominic Cooper[247]
	Dominic Cooper[218][248]
	 



	Anton Vanko
	Yevgeni Lazarev[249]
	Costa Ronin[250]
	 



	Arnim Zola
	Toby Jones[251][252]
	 




Additionally, Paul Bettany was the first actor to portray two main characters within the universe, voicing Tony Stark's artificial intelligence J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] in the Iron Man and Avengers films, and portraying Vision in Avengers films and Captain America: Civil War.[253][254][255] Stan Lee, creator or co-creator of many of the characters seen in the MCU, has cameo appearances in all of the feature films and television series. His cameo in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 sees Lee appearing as an informant to the Watchers, discussing previous adventures that include Lee's cameos in other MCU films; he specifically mentions his time as a FedEx delivery man, referring to Lee's cameo in Captain America: Civil War.[256] This acknowledged the fan theory that Lee may be portraying the same character in all his cameos,[257] with writer and director James Gunn noting that "people thought Stan Lee is [Uatu the Watcher] and that all of these cameos are part of him being a Watcher. So, Stan Lee as a guy who is working for the Watchers was something that I thought was fun for the MCU."[256][257] Feige added that Lee "clearly exists, you know, above and apart from the reality of all the films. So the notion that he could be sitting there on a cosmic pit stop during the jump gate sequence in Guardians...really says, so wait a minute, he's this same character who's popped up in all these films?"[258]
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 Music




Main article: Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe
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 Film soundtracks






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Composer(s)
	Label



	Iron Man: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack
	May 6, 2008
	54:14
	Ramin Djawadi
	Lionsgate



	The Incredible Hulk: Original Motion Picture Score
	June 13, 2008
	110:55
	Craig Armstrong
	Marvel Music



	Iron Man 2: Original Motion Picture Score[image: External link]
	July 20, 2010
	72:01
	John Debney
	Columbia Records



	Thor
	May 3, 2011
	71:53
	Patrick Doyle
	Buena Vista Records

Marvel Music



	Captain America: The First Avenger—Original Motion Picture Soundtrack
	July 19, 2011
	71:53
	Alan Silvestri



	The Avengers (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	May 1, 2012
	64:25
	Hollywood Records

Marvel Music



	Iron Man 3 (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	April 30, 2013
	75:53
	Brian Tyler



	Thor: The Dark World (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	November 12, 2013
	77:11



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	April 1, 2014
	74:32
	Henry Jackman



	Guardians of the Galaxy (Original Score)[image: External link]
	July 29, 2014
	64:34
	Tyler Bates



	Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	April 28, 2015
	77:26
	Brian Tyler and Danny Elfman



	Ant-Man (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	July 17, 2015
	65:20
	Christophe Beck



	Captain America: Civil War (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	May 6, 2016
	69:09
	Henry Jackman



	Doctor Strange (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	October 21, 2016
	66:28
	Michael Giacchino



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (Original Score)[image: External link]
	April 21, 2017
	43:34
	Tyler Bates



	Spider-Man: Homecoming (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	July 7, 2017
	
	Michael Giacchino
	Sony Masterworks
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 Television soundtracks






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Composer(s)
	Label



	Daredevil (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	April 27, 2015
	41:45
	John Paesano[image: External link]
	Hollywood Records

Marvel Music



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	September 4, 2015
	77:52
	Bear McCreary



	Marvel's Agent Carter: Season 1 (Original Television Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	December 11, 2015
	65:31
	Christopher Lennertz



	Jessica Jones (Original Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	June 3, 2016
	59:53
	Sean Callery[image: External link]



	Daredevil: Season 2 (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	July 15, 2016
	50:49
	John Paesano



	Luke Cage (Original Soundtrack Album)
	October 7, 2016
	95:09
	Adrian Younge and Ali Shaheed Muhammad



	Iron Fist (Original Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	March 17, 2017
	62:00
	Trevor Morris[image: External link]
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 Singles






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Artist(s)
	Label



	"Live to Rise"
	April 17, 2012
	4:40
	Soundgarden
	Hollywood Records

Marvel Music



	"Watcha Gonna Do (It's Up to You)[image: External link]"
	March 18, 2016
	3:51
	Enver Gjokaj and Hayley Atwell



	"Bulletproof Love[image: External link]"
	September 30, 2016
	2:12
	Adrian Younge, Ali Shaheed Muhammad and Method Man
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 Reception




Jim Vorel of Herald & Review called the Marvel Cinematic Universe "complicated" and "impressive", but said, "As more and more heroes get their own film adaptations, the overall universe becomes increasingly confusing."[259] Kofi Outlaw of Screen Rant stated that while The Avengers was a success, "Marvel Studios still has room to improve their approach to building a shared movie universe".[260] Some reviewers criticized the fact that the desire to create a shared universe led to films that did not hold as well on their own. In his review of Thor: The Dark World, Forbes critic Scott Mendelson likened the MCU to "a glorified television series", with The Dark World being a "'stand-alone' episode that contains little long-range mythology."[261] Collider's Matt Goldberg considered that while Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger were quality productions, "they have never really been their own movies", feeling that the plot detours to S.H.I.E.L.D. or lead-ups to The Avengers dragged down the films' narratives.[262]

The metaphor of the MCU as "the world's biggest TV show" was discussed again, after the release of Captain America: Civil War, by Todd VanDerWerff of Vox, who felt that film in particular highlighted Marvel's success with the model, saying, "Viewed in complete isolation, the plot of Captain America: Civil War makes little to no sense ... [but] when you think about where [Captain America] has been in earlier Marvel films ... his leeriness about being subject to oversight makes a lot more sense." VanDerWerff continued that when thinking about the MCU as a television series, many "common criticisms people tend to level at it take on a new context" such as complaints that the films are formulaic, lack "visual spark", or "shoehorn in story elements" that "are necessary to set up future films", all characteristics that "are fairly typical on television, where a director's influence is much lower than that of the showrunner", in this case, Feige. Comparing the films to the series Game of Thrones[image: External link] specifically, VanDerWerff noted that each solo film checks "in on various characters and their individual side stories, before bringing everyone together in the finale (or, rather, an Avengers film)", with Guardians of the Galaxy being equivalent to the character Daenerys Targaryen—"both separated by long distances from everybody else." He noted that this format was an extension of early "TV-like" film franchises such as Star Wars, as well as the format of the comics upon which the films are based. "I say all of this not to suggest that film franchises resembling TV series is necessarily a good trend", VanDerWerff concluded, "For as much as I generally enjoy the Marvel movies, I'm disheartened by the possibility that their particular form might take over the film industry ... But I also don't think it's the end of the world if Marvel continues on ... there's a reason TV has stolen so much of the cultural conversation over the past few decades. There's something legitimately exciting about the way the medium tells stories when it's good, and if nothing else, Marvel's success shows the film world could learn from that."[263]

Following the conclusion of season one of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., Mary McNamara at the Los Angeles Times praised the connections between that series and the films, stating that "never before has television been literally married to film, charged with filling in the back story and creating the connective tissue of an ongoing film franchise ... [Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.] is now not only a very good show in its own right, it's part of Marvel's multiplatform city-state. It faces a future of perpetual re-invention, and that puts it in the exhilarating first car of television's roller-coaster ride toward possible world domination."[264] Terri Schwartz of Zap2it agreed with this sentiment, stating that "the fact that [Captain America: The Winter Soldier] so influenced the show is game-changing in terms of how the mediums of film and television can be interwoven", though "the fault there seems to be that Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. had to bide time until The Winter Soldier's release", which led to much criticism.[265]

In January 2015, Michael Doran of Newsarama and Graeme McMillian of The Hollywood Reporter had a "point-counterpoint" debate in response to the first Ant-Man trailer. Doran stated, "Marvel has raised the bar sooo high that as opposed to just allowing another film to finish under the [MCU] bar, we're all overly and perhaps even eager to overreact to the first thing that doesn't clear it". McMillian responded, "at this point, Marvel's brand is such that I'm not sure it can offer up something like [the trailer] without it seeming like a crushing disappointment ... part of Marvel's brand is that it doesn't offer the kind of run-of-the-mill superhero movie that you're talking about, that it's ... at least different enough to tweak and play with the genre somehow ... The fact that there's such upset about this trailer being ... well, okay ... suggests to me that the audience is expecting something to knock their socks off." Doran concluded, "That does seem to be the point here—the expectations fans now have for everything Marvel Studios ... [and] Marvel is going to eventually falter."[266]

After seeing the portrayal of Yellowjacket in Ant-Man, the antagonist of the film, McMillian noted,


It's hardly a secret that Marvel Studios has a bit of a problem when it comes to offering up exciting characters for their heroes to fight against ... [their] villains generally fall into one of two camps. There's the Unstoppable Monster ... or there's the Professional White Guy In A Suit With An Ego ... No matter which of the groups the above villains fall into, they share one common purpose: evil. The motivations for evil likely differ—although, invariably, they fall under the umbrella of 'misguided belief in a greater good that doesn't exist'—but that really doesn't matter, because without fail, there will be so little time in the movie to actually properly explore those motivations, meaning that to all intents and purposes, the villain is being evil for reasons of plot necessity and little else ... The strange thing about this is that Marvel's comic books offer a number of wonderful, colorful bad guys who could step outside the above parameters and offer an alternative to the formulaic villains audiences have gotten used to (and arguably bored with) ... In future movies, we can only hope [they are] treated in such a way that their freak flags are allowed to fly free.[267]



Following the release of Jessica Jones, David Priest at c|net wrote about how the series rescues "Marvel from itself ... Jessica Jones takes big steps forward in terms of theme, craft and diversity. It's a good story first, and a superhero show second. And for the first time, the MCU seems like it matters. Our culture needs stories like this. Here's hoping Marvel keeps them coming."[268] For Paul Tassi and Erik Kain of Forbes, watching the series made them question the MCU, with Kain feeling that the "morally complex, violent, dark world of Jessica Jones has no place in the MCU ... right now, the MCU is holding back shows like Jessica Jones and Daredevil, while those shows are contributing absolutely nothing to the MCU."[269] Tassi went so far as to wonder what "the point of the Marvel Cinematic Universe" is, lamenting the lack of major crossovers in the franchise since the Winter Soldier reveal on Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., and saying that Jessica Jones is "so far removed from the world of The Avengers, it might as well not be in the same universe at all ... [I] really don't understand the point of [the MCU] if they're going to keep everything within it separated off in these little boxes".[270] Conversely, Eric Francisco of Inverse called Jessica Jones's lack of overt connections to the MCU "the show's chief advantage. Besides demonstrating how physically wide open the MCU's scope really is, Jessica Jones also proves the MCU's thematic durability."[271]

In April 2016, Marvel Studios revealed that Alfre Woodard would appear in Captain America: Civil War, having already been cast as Mariah Dillard in Luke Cage the previous year.[272] This "raised hopes that Marvel could be uniting its film and Netflix universes",[273] with "one of the first and strongest connections" between the two.[272] However, Civil War writers Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely revealed that Woodard would instead be portraying Miriam Sharpe in the film, explaining that she had been cast on the suggestion of Robert Downey, Jr., and they had not learnt of her casting in Luke Cage until afterwards.[272] This was not the first instance of actors being cast in multiple roles in the MCU, but this casting was called more "significant", and seen by many as a "disappointing" indication of "the growing divide" and "lack of more satisfying cooperation" between Marvel Studios and Marvel Television following the September 2015 corporate reshuffling of Marvel Entertainment.[272][274]
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 Cultural impact
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 Other studios




After the release of The Avengers in May 2012, Tom Russo of Boston.com noted that aside from the occasional "novelty" such as Aliens vs. Predator (2004), the idea of a shared universe was virtually unheard of in Hollywood.[6] Since that time, the shared universe model created by Marvel Studios has begun to be replicated by other film studios that held rights to other comic book characters. In April 2014, Tuna Amobi, a media analyst for Standard & Poor's[image: External link] Equity Research Services, stated that in the previous three to five years, Hollywood studios began planning "megafranchises" for years to come, opposed to working one blockbuster at a time. Amobi added, "A lot of these superhero characters were just being left there to gather dust. Disney has proved that this [approach and genre] can be a gold mine."[275] However, with additional studios now "playing the megafranchise game", Doug Creutz, media analyst for Cowen and Company, feels the allure will eventually die for audiences: "If Marvel's going to make two or three films a year, and Warner Brothers is going to do at least a film every year, and Sony's going to do a film every year, and Fox [is] going to do a film every year, can everyone do well in that scenario? I'm not sure they can."[275]
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 DC Entertainment and Warner Bros.




Main articles: DC Extended Universe and Arrowverse


In October 2012, following its legal victory over Joe Shuster's estate for the rights to Superman, Warner Bros. announced that it planned to move ahead with its long-awaited Justice League film[image: External link], uniting such DC Comics superheroes as Batman, Superman, and Wonder Woman. The company was expected to take the opposite approach to Marvel, releasing individual films for the characters after they have appeared in a team-up film.[276] The release of Man of Steel in 2013 was intended to be the start of a new shared universe for DC, "laying the groundwork for the future slate of films based on DC Comics."[277] In 2014, Warner Bros. announced that slate of films, similarly to Disney and Marvel claiming dates for films years in advance.[278] That year, DC CCO Geoff Johns stated that the television series Arrow and The Flash were set in a separate universe from the new film one,[279] later clarifying that "We look at it as the multiverse. We have our TV universe and our film universe, but they all co-exist. For us, creatively, it's about allowing everyone to make the best possible product, to tell the best story, to do the best world. Everyone has a vision and you really want to let the visions shine through ... It's just a different approach [to Marvel's]."[280]

Discussing the apparent failure of the cinematic universe's first team-up film, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, to establish a successful equivalent to the MCU, Todd VanDerWerff noted that where the MCU has a television-like "showrunner" in Feige, "the visionary behind Marvel's entire slate", the DCEU has director Zack Snyder[image: External link], whose DC films "seemingly start from the assumption that people have come not to see an individual story but a long series of teases for other ones. It's like he knows what he needs to do but can't focus on the task at hand. TV certainly isn't immune to that problem, but shows that get caught up in high-concept premises and big-picture thinking before doing the necessary legwork to establish characters and their relationships tend to be canceled."[263] Subsequently, in May 2016, Warner Bros. gave oversight of the DCEU to Johns and executive Jon Berg in an attempt to "unify the disparate elements of the DC movies" and emulate Marvel's success. The two were made producers on the Justice League films, on top of Johns' involvement in several "solo" films, such as the post-production process of Suicide Squad or the writing process of a standalone Batman film.[281]
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 20th Century Fox




Main articles: X-Men (film series) and Fantastic Four in film


In November 2012, 20th Century Fox announced plans to create their own shared universe, consisting of Marvel properties that it holds the rights to including the Fantastic Four and X-Men, with the hiring of Mark Millar as supervising producer. Millar said, "Fox are thinking, 'We're sitting on some really awesome things here. There is another side of the Marvel Universe. Let's try and get some cohesiveness going.' So they brought me in to oversee that really. To meet with the writers and directors to suggest new ways we could take this stuff and new properties that could spin out of it."[282] X-Men: Days of Future Past, released in 2014, was Fox's first step towards expanding their stable of Marvel properties and creating this universe,[283] ahead of the release of a Fantastic Four reboot film the next year.[284] However, in May 2014, Days of Future Past and Fantastic Four screenwriter Simon Kinberg stated that the latter film would not take place in the same universe as the X-Men films, explaining that "none of the X-Men movies have acknowledged the notion of a sort of superhero team—the Fantastic Four. And the Fantastic Four acquire powers, so for them to live in a world where mutants are prevalent is kind of complicated, because you're like, 'Oh, you're just a mutant.' Like, 'What's so fantastic about you?' ... they live in discrete universes."[284] In July 2015, X-Men director Bryan Singer said that there was still potential for a crossover between the X-Men and Fantastic Four franchises, if reaction to Fantastic Four and X-Men: Apocalypse warranted it.[285]

Feeling that Singer's efforts in Apocalypse to establish a larger world, similar to the MCU, did not meet the standards established by Marvel, VanDerWerff noted that unlike Feige's ability to serve as "pseudo-showrunner", Singer is instead "steeped in film and the way movie stories have always been told", so "when it comes time to have Apocalypse dovetail with story threads from the earlier X-Men: First Class (which was directed by someone else entirely), both Singer's direction and Simon Kinberg's script rely on hackneyed devices and clumsy storytelling", indicating a lack of "the kind of big-picture thinking this sort of mega franchise requires".[263]
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 Sony Pictures




Main article: Spider-Man in film


In November 2013, Sony Pictures Entertainment Co-Chairman Amy Pascal announced that the studio intended to expand their universe created within the Marc Webb Amazing Spider-Man series[image: External link], with spin-off adventures for supporting characters, in an attempt to replicate Marvel and Disney's model.[283] The next month, Sony announced Venom and Sinister Six films, both set in the Amazing Spider-Man universe. With this announcement, IGN stated that the spin-offs are "the latest example of what we can refer to as "the Avengers effect" in Hollywood, as studios work to build interlocking movie universes."[286] Sony chose not to replicate the Marvel Studios model of introducing individual characters first before bringing them together in a team-up film, instead making the Spider-Man adversaries the stars of future films.[275] However, in February 2015, Sony Pictures and Marvel Studios announced that the Spider-Man franchise would be retooled, with a new film co-produced by Feige and Pascal being released in July 2017, and the character being integrated into the MCU. Sony Pictures would continue to finance, distribute, own, and have final creative control of the Spider-Man films.[40] With this announcement, sequels to The Amazing Spider-Man 2 were canceled,[287] and by November 2015 the Venom and Sinister Six films, as well as spin-offs based on female characters in the Spider-Man universe, were no longer moving forward.[287][288] By March 2016, the Venom film had itself been retooled, to start its own franchise unrelated to the MCU Spider-Man.[289] A year later, Sony officially announced the Venom film to be in development, for an October 5, 2018 release,[290] along with a film centered on the characters Silver Sable and Black Cat.[291] Both projects were not intended to be a part of the MCU nor spin-offs to Spider-Man: Homecoming, but rather part of an intended separate shared universe.[291][292]

After Sony canceled their shared universe plans and started sharing the Spider-Man character with Marvel Studios, multiple critics discussed their failure at replicating the MCU. Scott Meslow of The Week noted the perceived flaws of the first Amazing Spider-Man film, outside of its lead performances, and how the sequel "doubles down on all the missteps of the original while adding a few of its own. …We now have a textbook example of how not to reboot a superhero franchise, and if Sony and Marvel are wise, they'll take virtually all those lessons to heart as they chart Spider-Man's next course."[293] Scott Mendelson noted that The Amazing Spider-Man 2 "was sold as less a sequel to The Amazing Spider-Man than a backdoor pilot for Spider-Man vs. the Sinister Six. …Had Sony stuck with the original plan of a scaled-down superhero franchise, one that really was rooted in romantic drama, they would have at least stuck out in a crowded field of superhero franchises. When every superhero film is now going bigger, Amazing Spider-Man could have distinguished itself by going small and intimate." This would have saved Sony "a boatload of money", and potentially reversed the film's relative financial failure.[294]
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 Academia




In September 2014, the University of Baltimore announced a course beginning in the 2015 spring semester revolving around the Marvel Cinematic Universe, to be taught by Arnold T. Blumberg. "Media Genres: Media Marvels" examines "how Marvel's series of interconnected films and television shows, plus related media and comic book sources and Joseph Campbell's monomyth of the 'hero's journey', offer important insights into modern culture" as well as Marvel's efforts "to establish a viable universe of plotlines, characters, and backstories."[295]
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 Outside media
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 Live attractions




After the acquisition by Disney in 2009, Marvel films began to be marketed at the Innoventions attraction in Tomorrowland[image: External link] at Disneyland. For Iron Man 3, the exhibit, entitled Iron Man Tech Presented by Stark Industries, features the same armor display that was shown at the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con, with the Marks I-VII and the new Mark XLII. In addition, there is a simulator game, titled "Become Iron Man", that uses Kinect-like technology to allow the viewer to be encased in an animated Mark XLII armor and take part in a series of "tests," in which you fire repulsor rays and fly through Tony Stark's workshop. The game is guided by J.A.R.V.I.S., who is voiced again by Paul Bettany. The exhibit also has smaller displays that include helmets and chest pieces from the earlier films and the gauntlet and boot from an action sequence in Iron Man 3.[296] The exhibit for Thor: The Dark World is called Thor: Treasures of Asgard, and features displays of Asgardian relics and transports guests to Odin's throne room, where they are greeted by Thor.[297] Captain America: The Winter Soldier's exhibit, Captain America: The Living Legend and Symbol of Courage, features a meet and greet experience.[298]

From May to September 2017, Disneyland Resort will feature the "Summer of Heroes", which sees members of the Guardians and Avengers making appearances throughout the Disneyland Resort. Additionally, the Guardians of the Galaxy: Awesome Dance Off event will be featured, which involves Peter Quill / Star-Lord blasting music from his boombox, along with the Avengers Training Initiative, a limited experience where Black Widow and Hawkeye "assemble a group of young recruits to see if they have what it takes to be an Avenger." Marvel related food and merchandise will also be available throughout Hollywood Land at Disney California Adventure during the "Summer of Heroes".[299]

An art exhibit, titled "Marvel: Creating the Cinematic Universe", will be displayed exclusively at the Queensland Gallery of Modern Art (GOMA) from May to September 2017. The exhibit, which includes "300 plus objects, films, costumes, drawings and other ephemera", features content "from the collection of Marvel Studios and Marvel Entertainment and private collections" with "significant focus [given] to the creative artists who translate the drawn narrative to the screen through production design and storyboarding, costume and prop design, and special effects and postproduction". "Marvel: Creating the Cinematic Universe" will also extend to GOMA's Australian Cinémathèque with a retrospective of the MCU films.[300]
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 Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N.




In May 2014, the Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N. (Scientific Training and Tactical Intelligence Operative Network) exhibit opened at the Discovery Times Square center. The exhibit features replica set pieces, as well as actual props from the films, mixed with interactive technology and information, crafted through a partnership with NASA and other scientists. Titus Welliver also provides a "debrief" to visitors, reprising his role as S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Felix Blake. Created by Victory Hill Exhibits, Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N. cost $7.5 million to create,[301][302] and ran through early September 2015.[303]

The exhibit also opened in South Korea[image: External link] at the War Memorial of Korea in April 2015,[304][305] in Paris, France, at Esplanade de La Défense a year later, and in Las Vegas at the Treasure Island Hotel and Casino in June 2016.[305] The Las Vegas version of the exhibit featured updated character details and corresponding science to incorporate the Marvel films that have released since the original exhibit in New York. Additionally, the Las Vegas version features Cobie Smulders reprising her role as Maria Hill to "debrief" visitors, replacing Welliver.[306]
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 Guardians of the Galaxy – Mission: Breakout!




At San Diego Comic-Con 2016, it was revealed that the Tower of Terror at Disney California Adventure would be replaced by a new attraction, Guardians of the Galaxy – Mission: Breakout!. Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana[image: External link], Dave Bautista and Benicio del Toro all filmed exclusive footage for the attraction, reprising their roles as Peter Quill / Star-Lord, Gamora, Drax and Taneleer Tivan / The Collector, respectively.[307][308] James Gunn, director of Guardians of the Galaxy and its sequel, directed footage for the attraction and consulted on all aspects of it.[309] Guardians of the Galaxy – Mission: Breakout! sees visitors assisting Rocket to rescue the other Guardians from The Collector's Fortress, while the attraction features randomized events during the experience and music inspired by the Awesome Mix Vol. 1[image: External link] soundtrack. The attraction opened on May 27, 2017.[299] Despite having multiple references to the MCU, the attraction is not part of the MCU, rather the start of its own theme park universe that is inspired by the MCU.[310]
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 Television specials
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 Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe (2014)




On March 18, 2014, ABC aired a one-hour television special titled Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe, which documented the history of Marvel Studios and the development of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, and included exclusive interviews and behind-the-scenes footage from all of the films, One-Shots and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., and sneak peeks of Avengers: Age of Ultron, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Guardians of the Galaxy, unaired episodes of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[311] and Ant-Man.[312] Brian Lowry of Variety felt the special, "contains a pretty interesting business and creative story. While it might all make sense in hindsight, there was appreciable audacity in Marvel's plan to release five loosely connected movies from the same hero-filled world, beginning with the cinematically unproven Iron Man and culminating with superhero team The Avengers. As such, this fast-moving hour qualifies as more than just a cut-and-paste job from electronic press kits, although there's an element of that, certainly."[313] The special was released on September 9, 2014 on the home media for Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. season 1.[314]
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 Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop! (2014)




In September 2014, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. executive producer Jeffrey Bell stated that in order to meet production demands and avoid having to air repeat episodes, ABC would likely air a Marvel special in place of a regular installment at some point during the first ten episodes of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s second season.[71] In October, the special was revealed to be Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop!, which was hosted by Emily VanCamp[image: External link], who portrays Agent 13 in Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and aired on November 4, 2014.[315] The special features behind the scenes footage from Avengers: Age of Ultron and Ant-Man, as well as footage from the Agent Carter television series previously screened at New York Comic-Con.[316] Brian Lowry of Variety felt an hour for the special did not "do the topic justice" adding, "For anyone who has seen more than one Marvel movie but would shrug perplexedly at the mention of Jack Kirby or Steve Ditko, Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp To Pop! should probably be required viewing. Fun, fast-paced and encompassing many of the company's highlights along with a few lowlights, it's a solid primer on Marvel's history, while weaving in inevitable self-promotion and synergistic plugs."[317] Eric Goldman of IGN also wished the special had been longer, adding, "Understandably, the more you already know about Marvel, the less you'll be surprised by Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop!, but it's important to remember who this special is really made for – a mainstream audience who have embraced the Marvel characters, via the hugely successful movies, in a way no one could have imagined."[316]
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 Books




In September 2015, Marvel announced the Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, named as a nod to the Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe. Each guidebook is compiled by Mike O'Sullivan and the Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe team, with cover art from Mike Del Mundo and Pascal Campion, and features facts about the MCU films, film-to-comic comparisons, and production stills. Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Iron Man, Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Incredible Hulk / Marvel's Iron Man 2,[318] Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Thor,[319] and Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Captain America: The First Avenger[320] released each month from October 2015 to January 2016, respectively.
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 Lego Marvel's Avengers




Main article: Lego Marvel's Avengers


The video game Lego Marvel's Avengers is centered on events from The Avengers and Avengers: Age of Ultron, with the game's developer, TT Games, reordering scenes from both films to make a cohesive story. The game also features content from Captain America: The First Avenger, Iron Man 3, Thor: The Dark World and Captain America: The Winter Soldier, as well as additional references to other MCU properties, locations and characters. TT Games uses lines of dialogue directly from the films in the game (thus having many actors reprise their roles), with Hayley Atwell, Clark Gregg, Cobie Smulders and Ashley Johnson recording new material specifically for the game as their characters Peggy Carter, Phil Coulson, Maria Hill and Beth, the waitress in The Avengers, respectively.[321][322][323] Downloadable content (DLC) for the game, exclusive initially for the PlayStation 3 and PlayStation 4, adds content and characters from Ant-Man and Captain America: Civil War. Additional DLC features content for Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[324] The Ant-Man DLC features Michael Peña reprising his role as Luis, recording new dialogue that acts as a narration of the level,[325] while Ming-Na Wen[image: External link] reprised her role as Melinda May with new dialogue in the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. DLC.[326] Lego Marvel's Avengers released on a variety of video game platforms on January 26, 2016.[322]
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 A Mini Marvel




In February 2016, a commercial for Coca-Cola mini cans aired during Super Bowl 50[image: External link]. A Mini Marvel was created by Wieden+Kennedy for Coca-Cola through a partnership with Marvel, and was directed by the Russo brothers.[327][328] In the ad, Ant-Man (voiced by Paul Rudd, reprising his role) and the Hulk first fight, and then bond, over a Coke mini can.[327] Luma Pictures provided visual effects for the spot, having worked previously with the two characters in MCU films. For the Hulk, Luma redefined its previous muscular system and simulation process to create and render the character, while Ant-Man received new motion capture.[328] The Super Bowl campaign extended to "limited-edition Coke mini cans [six packs] that are emblazoned with images of Marvel characters, including Hulk, Ant-Man, Black Widow, [Falcon, Iron Man] and Captain America." Consumers had the opportunity to purchase the cans by finding hidden clues in the commercial, though "if the program goes well, Coke will consider making the cans available in stores."[327] The ad had the third most social media activity of all the film-related trailers that aired during the game,[329] and was nominated for Outstanding Visual Effects in a Commercial at the 15th Visual Effects Society Awards.[330]
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Intertitle






In motion pictures[image: External link], an intertitle (also known as a title card) is a piece of filmed, printed text edited into the midst of (i.e. inter-) the photographed action at various points. Intertitles used to convey character dialogue are referred to as "dialogue intertitles", and those used to provide related descriptive/narrative material are referred to as "expository intertitles".[1]
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 Silent film era




Intertitles, then known simply as "titles", were a mainstay of silent films[image: External link] once the films became of sufficient length and detail to necessitate dialogue and/or narration to make sense of the enacted or documented events. Film scholar Kamilla Elliott identifies one of the earliest uses of intertitles in the 1901 British film Scrooge, or, Marley's Ghost[image: External link].[2] The first Academy Awards[image: External link] presentation in 1929 included an award for "Best Title Writing" that went to Joseph W. Farnham[image: External link] for no specific film. The award was never given again, as intertitles went out of common use due to the introduction of " talkies[image: External link]".[3]
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 Modern film




In modern film, intertitles are used to supply an epigraph[image: External link], such as a poem, or to distinguish various " acts[image: External link]" of a film or multimedia production by use as a title card. However, they are most commonly used as part of a historical drama's epilogue to explain what happened to the depicted characters and events after the conclusion of the story proper.

The development of the soundtrack[image: External link] slowly eliminated their utility as a narrative[image: External link] device (they were common for providing narration, but not dialogue, well into the 1930s), but they are occasionally still used as an artistic device. For instance, intertitles were used as a gimmick[image: External link] in Frasier[image: External link]. The BBC's drama Threads[image: External link] uses them to give location, date and information on distant events beyond Sheffield[image: External link]. Law & Order[image: External link] used them to give not only the location, but also the date of the upcoming scene. Guy Maddin[image: External link] is a modern filmmaker known for recreating the style of older films, and uses intertitles appropriately. Some locally produced shows, such as quiz bowl[image: External link] game shows[image: External link], use animated variations of intertitles to introduce the next round.
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 Amateur use




Intertitles have had a long history in the area of amateur film[image: External link] as well. The efforts of home movie[image: External link] aficionados to intertitle their works post-production have led to the development of a number of innovative approaches to the challenge. Frequently lacking access to high quality film dubbing and splicing equipment, amateur film makers must plan ahead when making a film to allow space for filming an intertitle over the existing film. Intertitles may be printed neatly on a piece of paper, a card, or a piece of cardboard and filmed, or they may be formed from adhesive strips and affixed to glass. In the early 1980s, digital recording technology improved to the point where intertitles could be created in born-digital[image: External link] format and recorded directly onto the film. Several specialty accessories from this period such as Sony's HVT-2100 Titler and cameras such as Matsushita's Quasar VK-743 and Zenith VC-1800 could be used to generate intertitles for home movies.[4]:20 Early 1980s video game consoles and applications catering to the demo scene[image: External link] were also adapted for the generation and recording of intertitles for home films. Among these were included the ColecoVision[image: External link], the Magnavox Odyssey²[image: External link] (using programs such as the Type & Talk cartridge and the Voice module), the Bally Astrocade[image: External link] (using the built-in Scribbling program or the more advanced Creative Crayon cartridge), and the intertitle-specialized Famicom Titler[image: External link].[4]:21
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	Acknowledgment (creative arts)[image: External link]

	Billing (filmmaking)[image: External link]

	Character generator[image: External link]

	Closing credits[image: External link]

	Credit (creative arts)[image: External link]

	
Digital on-screen graphic[image: External link] (bug)

	Lower third[image: External link]

	Opening credits[image: External link]

	Subtitle (captioning)[image: External link]

	Supertitle[image: External link]

	Title sequence[image: External link]

	WGA screenwriting credit system[image: External link]
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Marvel Studios






"Marvel Films" redirects here. For other uses, see List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link].

Marvel Studios, LLC[1] (originally known as Marvel Films from 1993 to 1996) is an American motion picture studio based at The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] in Burbank, California[image: External link] and is a subsidiary of Walt Disney Studios, itself a wholly owned division of The Walt Disney Company, with film producer Kevin Feige serving as president.[3] Previously, the studio was a subsidiary of Marvel Entertainment until The Walt Disney Company reorganized the companies in August 2015.

Dedicated to producing films based on Marvel Comics characters, the studio has been involved in three Marvel-character film franchises to have exceeded $1 billion in North American revenue: the X-Men, Spider-Man, and Marvel Cinematic Universe multi-film franchises. X-Men and Spider-Man and other Marvel franchises are licensed out to 20th Century Fox and Sony Pictures, respectively. Marvel Studios' films are currently distributed theatrically by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures; Paramount Pictures from 2008 to 2011; Universal Pictures for The Incredible Hulk; and Columbia Pictures for Spider-Man: Homecoming scheduled for release on July 7, 2017.[4]

Marvel Studios has released 15 films since 2008 within the Marvel Cinematic Universe, from Iron Man (2008) to Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (2017). These films all share continuity with each other, along with the One-Shots produced by the studio and the television shows produced by Marvel Television.
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 Timely era




During what is known as Marvel's Timely era[image: External link], Captain America was licensed out to Republic Pictures[image: External link] for a serial[image: External link] just for the free advertising. Timely failed to provide any drawing of Captain America with his shield or any further background, and Republic created a whole new background for the character, and portrayed the character using a gun.[5]
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 Marvel Entertainment Group's initiative




In the late 1970s up to the early 1990s, Marvel Entertainment Group (MEG) sold options to studios to produce films based on Marvel Comics characters[image: External link]. Spider-Man, one of Marvel’s superheroes, was optioned in the late 1970s, and rights reverted to Marvel without a film having been produced within the allotted timeframe. From 1986 to 1996, most of Marvel’s major characters had been optioned, including the Fantastic Four, X-Men, Daredevil, Hulk, Silver Surfer[image: External link], and Iron Man.[6] A Howard the Duck[image: External link] film[image: External link] made it to the screen in 1986, but was a box-office flop[image: External link]. New World Entertainment[image: External link] purchased MEG in November 1986[7] and moved to produce films based on the Marvel characters. It released The Punisher (1989)[image: External link] before MEG was sold to Ronald Perelman[image: External link]'s Andrews Group[image: External link]. Two other films were produced: Captain America[image: External link] (1990) released in the United Kingdom on screens and direct to video in the United States, and The Fantastic Four[image: External link] (1994), not intended for release. Marvel's rival DC Comics, on the other hand, had success licensing its properties Superman and Batman into successful film franchises.[8]
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 History
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 Marvel Films




Following Marvel Entertainment Group's (MEG) ToyBiz deal in 1993, Avi Arad of ToyBiz was named President and CEO of Marvel Films division and of New World Family Filmworks, Inc., a New World Entertainment subsidiary. New World was MEG's former parent corporation and later a fellow subsidiary of the Andrews Group.[9] Marvel Productions[image: External link] became New World Animation by 1993 as Marvel would start up Marvel Films including Marvel Films Animation.[9][10][11][12] Marvel Films Animation shared Tom Tataranowicz[image: External link] with New World Animation as head of development and production.[13] New World Animation (The Incredible Hulk[image: External link]), Saban[image: External link] ( X-Men[image: External link]), and Marvel Films Animation ( Spider-Man[image: External link]) each produced a Marvel series for television for the 1996–1997 season.[14] It was Marvel Films Animation's only production.[11][12] By the end of 1993, Arad and 20th Century Fox struck a deal to make a film based on the X-Men.[15]

New World Animation and Marvel Films Animation were sold along with the rest of New World by Andrews Group to News Corporation[image: External link]/ Fox[image: External link] as announced in August 1996. As part of the deal, Marvel licensed the rights to Captain America, Daredevil and Silver Surfer to be on Fox Kids Network[image: External link] and produced by Saban. New World Animation continued producing a second season of The Incredible Hulk for UPN[image: External link].[14][16]
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 Marvel Studios




In August 1996, Marvel created Marvel Studios, an incorporation of Marvel Films, due to the sale of New World Communications Group, Inc.[image: External link], Marvel's fellow Andrews Group subsidiary in film and television stations, to News Corporation/Fox. Filing with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] to raise money to finance the new corporation, Marvel, Isaac Perlmutter's Zib, Inc. and Avi Arad sold Toy Biz[image: External link] stocks, which Marvel had started and took public in February 1995.[6][17] Toy Biz filed an offering of 7.5 million shares with a closing price of $20.125 at the time, making the offering worth approximately $150 million. Toy Biz sought to sell 1 million shares, and Marvel sought to sell 2.5 million shares.[18]

Jerry Calabrese, the president of Marvel Entertainment Group, and Avi Arad, head of Marvel Films and a director of Toy Biz, were assigned tandem control of Marvel Studios. Under Calabrese and Arad, Marvel sought to control pre-production[image: External link] by commissioning scripts, hiring directors, and casting characters, providing the package to a major studio partner for filming and distribution. Arad said of the goal for control, "When you get into business with a big studio, they are developing a hundred or 500 projects; you get totally lost. That isn't working for us. We're just not going to do it anymore. Period."[6] Marvel Studios arranged a seven-year development deal with 20th Century Fox to cover markets in the United States and internationally.[19] In the following December, Marvel Entertainment Group went through a reorganization plan[image: External link], including Marvel Studios as part of its strategic investment.[20] By 1997, Marvel Studios was actively pursuing various film productions based on Marvel characters, including the eventual films X-Men[image: External link] (2000), Daredevil[image: External link] (2003), Elektra[image: External link] (2005) and Fantastic Four[image: External link] (2005). Unproduced projects included Prince Namor, based on the character Namor[image: External link] and to be directed by Philip Kaufman[image: External link], and Mort the Dead Teenager, based on the comic book of the same name and written by John Payson and Mort creator Larry Hama[image: External link].[21] Marvel was developing a Captain America animated series with Saban Entertainment for Fox Kids Network to premiere in fall 1998. However, due to the bankruptcy the series was canceled after only character designs and a one-minute promotional reel were made.[22][23][24]
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 Licensing films




The first film packaged and licensed by Marvel Studios was Blade[image: External link], based on the vampire hunter Blade[image: External link]. The film was directed by Stephen Norrington[image: External link] and starred Wesley Snipes[image: External link] as Blade. It was released on August 21, 1998, grossing $70,087,718 in the United States and Canada and $131,183,530 worldwide.[25] In 1999, Marvel licensed Spider-Man to Sony.[26]

Blade was followed by X-Men, which was directed by Bryan Singer and was released on July 14, 2000. X-Men grossed $157,299,717 in the United States and Canada and $296,250,053 worldwide.[27] The Marvel films Blade and X-Men demonstrated that widely popular films could be made out of comic book characters not familiar to the general public.[28]

Leading up to X-Men's release, Marvel Studios negotiated a deal with then-functional Artisan Entertainment[image: External link], successful with the low-budget The Blair Witch Project[image: External link], for a co-production joint venture that included rights to 15 Marvel characters including Captain America[image: External link], Thor[image: External link], Black Panther[image: External link], Iron Fist, and Deadpool[image: External link]. Artisan would finance and distribute while Marvel would developing licensing and merchandising tie-ins. The resulting production library, which would also include TV series, direct-to-video films and internet projects, would be co-owned.[29] With the deal at the time, 24 Marvel properties were then in various stages of development.

Brian Cunningham, editor of Wizard[image: External link] comic book magazine, believed that Avi Arad was successful in organizing strategic alliances and exercising fiscal responsibility in multimedia expansion. Cunningham said of Arad’s leadership of the studio following its parent company’s near-bankruptcy, "The fact the X-Men is primed to be the biggest movie of the summer speaks volumes about the turnaround for Marvel. From my observation, he's focused on a lot more in diversifying Marvel, doing things that proliferate Marvel characters in the mainstream." Arad sought to protect Marvel’s image by serving as executive producer in all Marvel film productions and being responsible for crossover marketing between Marvel properties. Arad had properties set up at different studios to create momentum so one studio would not cannibalize efforts with one property for the sake of another.[30] By 2001, the success of Marvel Entertainment’s Ultimate Marvel comics created leverage in Hollywood for Marvel Studios, pushing more properties into development.[31]

The next film licensed from Marvel Studios was Spider-Man[image: External link] by Columbia Pictures, directed by Sam Raimi[image: External link] and starring Tobey Maguire[image: External link] as Spider-Man. The film was released on May 3, 2002, grossing $403,706,375 in the United States and Canada and $821,708,551 worldwide.[32] The early success of Spider-Man led the film's studio to issue a seven-figure advance for a sequel. Arad spoke of the deal, "Movies make sequels. Therefore, it's a big economic luxury to know that a movie's going to get a second and third. This is a business of precedence."[33] According to a Lehman Brothers analysis, the Studios made only $62 million for the first 2 Spider-Man movies.[26] Marvel was making more from half the consumer product licensing fees while making relatively little from the movie, but was enough for Marvel to regain its financial footings.[34] In October 2002, Marvel Studios announced deals for Sub-Mariner and Prime[image: External link] with Universal Studios.[35]

In producing Marvel films in the 2000s, Avi Arad sought to capture the superheroes’ internal conflicts. According to The New York Times, "Mr. Arad's great accomplishment – and it is one, given the difficulties in transferring any kind of printed material to the big screen – is conveying what makes those heroes tick as characters... He works with the filmmakers to ensure that the heroes are conflicted, the villains motivated, the outcome shaded." In contrast to the original storylines of DC Comics’ Superman and Batman films, Marvel films were more directly inspired by their comics, copying from them set pieces, scenes, plots, and dialogue.[28]

In 2003, David Maisel[image: External link] approached Arad about earning Marvel more for their films. Maisel, Arad and Perlmutter met leading to Maisel being hired in as President and COO. The studio's office, then on Santa Monica Boulevard, were small with a dozen or so staff members. Kevin Feige was a junior executive generating script notes to the licensed studios.[34]

Partnering with Lionsgate in 2004, Marvel Studios plan to enter the direct-to-DVD market with eight animated films[image: External link] with Lionsgate Home Entertainment[image: External link] handling distribution.[36][37] The line was a proof of concept for Maisel's later plan.[34] Eric Rollman was hired by Marvel as Executive Vice President, Home Entertainment & TV Production for Marvel Studios to oversee the deal with Lionsgate.[38]
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 Production




In 2004, David Maisel was hired as chief operating officer of Marvel Studios as he had a plan for the studio to self-finance movies.[39] Marvel entered into a non-recourse financing structure with Merrill Lynch that was collateralized by certain movie rights to a total of 10 characters from Marvel's vast vault. Marvel got $525 million to make a maximum of 10 movies based on the company's properties over eight years, according to the parameters of the original deal. Those characters were: Ant-Man, The Avengers, Black Panther, Captain America, Cloak & Dagger, Doctor Strange[image: External link], Hawkeye, Nick Fury, Power Pack[image: External link] and Shang-Chi[image: External link].[40][41] Ambac[image: External link] insured the movies would succeed or they would pay the interest payment on the debt and get the movie rights collateral.[26]

Initially Marvel Studios was in talks with Universal Studios as a possible distributor. Negotiations dragged on, so the studio began talks with Paramount Pictures. In the second quarter of 2005, Merrill attempted to back out of full financing of each movie, demanding that Marvel finance 1/3 of the budget. Marvel took back rights in five foreign territories from Paramount for pre-sell to meet that demand.[34] On September 6, 2005, Marvel announced the Merrill Lynch financing deal with Paramount was on as marketer and distributor. Also, the parent company changed its name from Marvel Enterprises, Inc. to Marvel Entertainment, Inc. to reflect the change to self-production.[40]

The studio moved to a new location over a Mercedes-Benz dealership in Beverly Hills. Maisel was also named vice-chairman of the studio, but reported to Isaac Perlmutter.[34] In October 2005, Michael Helfant joined the studio as president and chief operating officer.[42]

In November 2005, Marvel gained the film rights to Iron Man from New Line Cinema. Marvel revealed that it had regained the film rights to The Incredible Hulk in February 2006.[43] In April 2006, Thor was announced to be a Marvel Studios production.[44] Lions Gate Entertainment subsequently dropped the Black Widow motion picture project it had since 2004 giving the rights back to Marvel.[45]

Maisel and Arad fought over the rate of movie releases and strength of characters in the movie line up. Perlmutter supported Maisel and thus, in May 2006, Arad quit as studio chair and CEO.[39] In March 2007, David Maisel was named Chairman and Kevin Feige was named President of Production as Iron Man began filming.[46]

In January 2008, Marvel Animation[image: External link] was incorporated to direct Marvel's efforts in animation and home entertainment markets including then animation efforts with Lionsgate and Nickelodeon[image: External link].[38] The company in March agreed to a five picture basic cable distribution with FX[image: External link] for Iron Man and The Incredible Hulk movies with the additional movies to be named later.[47] In November, Marvel Studios signed a lease with Raleigh Studios[image: External link] to host its headquarters and production offices and film the next four movies on the studios’ slate, including Iron Man 2 and Thor, at their Manhattan Beach facilities.[48] By September 2008, Paramount added to its domestic film distribution contract 5 additional Marvel movies' foreign distribution.[49]

In 2009, Marvel attempted to hire a team of writers to help come up with creative ways to launch its lesser-known properties, such as Black Panther, Cable[image: External link], Iron Fist, Nighthawk[image: External link], and Vision.[50] In early 2009, Sony returned all Spider-Man television rights (including live action) in exchange for an adjustment to the movie rights.[51]
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 Disney conglomerate subsidiary (2009–present)




On December 31, 2009, The Walt Disney Company purchased Marvel Entertainment for $4 billion. Both Marvel and Disney stated that the merger would not affect any preexisting deals with other film studios for the time being,[52] although Disney said they would distribute future Marvel projects with their own studio once the deals expired.[53]

In April 2010, rumors circulated that Marvel was looking to create $20–40 million movies based on properties such as Doctor Strange, Ka-Zar[image: External link], Luke Cage, Dazzler[image: External link], and Power Pack.[54] Kevin Feige responded by saying, while budgets are generally never discussed early in development, Marvel was considering films for all characters mentioned in the rumor, except Dazzler, whose rights were at Fox.[55]

In June 2010, Marvel Entertainment set up a television division within Marvel Studios, headed up by Jeph Loeb as Executive Vice President,[56] under which Marvel Animation would be operated.[57] On October 18, Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures acquired the distribution rights for The Avengers and Iron Man 3 from Paramount Pictures[58] with Paramount's logo and credit remaining on the films.[59]

On August 22, 2011, at Disney's behest, the Studio dismissed most of its marketing department: Dana Precious, EVP of Worldwide Marketing; Jeffrey Stewart, VP of Worldwide Marketing and Jodi Miller, Manager of Worldwide Marketing. Disney markets Marvel's films.[60] In April 2012, The Walt Disney Company China, Marvel Studios and DMG Entertainment[image: External link] announced an agreement to co-produce Iron Man 3 in China. DMG partly financed, produced in China with Marvel, and handled co-production matters. DMG also distributed the film in China in tandem with Disney.[61]

Upon the release of The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] in 2012, Disney and Sony negotiated a two-way agreement. Disney would receive full merchandising ancillary rights to future Spider-Man films in exchange for Sony purchasing out Marvel's film participation rights.[62]

In April 2013, Marvel Studios moved its production facilities from Manhattan Beach[image: External link] to The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] in Burbank, California[image: External link].[63]

On July 2, 2013, Disney purchased the distribution rights to Iron Man, Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger from Paramount.[64][65] In September 2014, TNT[image: External link] acquired the cable rights for Avengers: Age of Ultron, Captain America: Civil War, and three other films, to air on the network two years after their theatrical releases. The films had previously aired on FX since 2008.[66]

In February 2015, it was announced that Disney and Sony Pictures will collaborate on the next Spider-Man films, the first of which is set to be released on July 7, 2017. Former Sony executive Amy Pascal will co-produce the films with Kevin Feige. The film rights to Spider-Man will still remain with Sony. Marvel Studios will also explore opportunities to integrate other characters of MCU into future Spider-Man films.[67][68]

In August 2015, Marvel Studios was integrated into Walt Disney Studios, with Feige reporting directly to Walt Disney Studios chairman Alan Horn instead of Marvel Entertainment CEO Isaac Perlmutter. Marvel Television and subsidiary company Marvel Animation were left under Marvel Entertainment and Perlmutter's control.[3][69]
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 Character rights




Marvel had licensed out the film rights to many of their characters to other studios in the 1990s, starting with the X-Men to 20th Century Fox in 1993.[15] One of the first characters to see the rights returned to Marvel was Black Panther, which were returned to Marvel in 2005, having previously been at Columbia and Artisan Entertainment.[70] In November 2005, Marvel gained the film rights to Iron Man from New Line Cinema.[43] In April 2006, Thor's rights reverted to Marvel from Sony,[44] and in June, the Black Widow rights reverted to Marvel from Lions Gate Entertainment.[45] That same year, the film rights to Hulk reverted to Marvel Studios from Universal Studios, after the latter failed to enter production on a sequel to Ang Lee[image: External link]'s 2003 Hulk film[image: External link]. Universal, however, retained the right of first refusal to distribute future Hulk films.[71]

After being acquired by Disney, Marvel began to reclaim more of their character rights, starting with Blade from New Line Cinema.[72] In August 2012, it was reported that 20th Century Fox was willing to allow the film rights to the superhero Daredevil and his related characters revert to Marvel and Disney, a contracted stipulation that required Fox to begin production on a new Daredevil film by late 2012. Fox had approached Marvel about extending the deadline and becoming a co-financier for the film, but was rebuffed.[73][74] On October 10, 2012, the Daredevil rights reverted to Marvel Studios, which was confirmed by studio president Kevin Feige on April 23, 2013.[75] On May 2, 2013, Feige confirmed in an interview that the Ghost Rider[image: External link] and Punisher[image: External link] rights had reverted to Marvel from Sony and Lionsgate respectively, as well as reaffirming the acquisition of the Blade rights.[76] It was later revealed in May 2013 that Marvel has also reacquired the rights to Luke Cage from Sony.[77] In an interview with Collider in early May 2013, Kevin Feige stated he believed the Elektra[image: External link] rights were back at Marvel through the Daredevil deal.[78]

In February 2015, Marvel Studios and Sony Pictures Entertainment announced that Spider-Man would appear in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, with the character appearing in Captain America: Civil War and Sony releasing Spider-Man: Homecoming produced by Feige and Pascal on July 7, 2017. Sony Pictures will continue to finance, distribute, own and have final creative control of the Spider-Man films. Marvel Studios will also explore opportunities to integrate other characters of the Marvel Cinematic Universe into future Spider-Man films.[79] In June 2015, Feige clarified that the initial Sony deal does not allow Spider-Man to appear in any of the MCU television series, as it was "very specific... with a certain amount of back and forth allowed."[80] 20th Century Fox was able to change the powers of Negasonic Teenage Warhead[image: External link] for Deadpool[image: External link] by giving Marvel Studios the rights to Ego the Living Planet[image: External link], who appears in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2.[81]

After the licensing agreement with Sony that allowed Marvel to have the use of Spider-Man in their shared film universe,[79] the only rights that Marvel Studios does not have access to are the X-Men and Fantastic Four set of characters and Deadpool; all are still in production as separate franchises at 20th Century Fox.[82][83] Additionally, Marvel CCO Joe Quesada in 2012 believed Namor's rights had reverted to Marvel, but Feige said in August 2013 this was not so.[84] However, Feige expanded in July 2014 saying that Marvel Studios, not Universal Pictures or Legendary Pictures[image: External link], could make a Namor film, "but it’s slightly more complicated than that. Let’s put it this way – there are entanglements that make it less easy. There are older contracts that still involve other parties that mean we need to work things out before we move forward on it. As opposed to an Iron Man or any of the Avengers or any of the other Marvel characters where we could just put them in."[85] In June 2016, Quesada again stated that, to his knowledge, the film rights to Namor had returned to Marvel.[86]
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 Marvel Knights




See also: Marvel Knights[image: External link]


Named after corporate sibling Marvel Comics' imprint of the same name[image: External link], Marvel Knights is also the name given to a production arm of Marvel Studios intended to be used to produce some of Marvel's darker and lesser known titles. The first film produced under the Marvel Knights banner was Punisher: War Zone[image: External link], the 2008 release that rebooted[image: External link] the Punisher franchise. In 2012, Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance[image: External link] was the second and final title to be released under the Marvel Knights banner.
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 Executives





	
Avi Arad

	Marvel Films President and CEO, 1993 – August 1996

	Marvel Studios Chairman and CEO, August 1998 – May 2006





	Jerry Calabrese

	
David Maisel[image: External link]

	Chief Operating Officer, 2004 – September 2005[42]


	Vice Chairman, September 2005 - September 27, 2006[87]


	Chairman and CEO, March 2007 – 2010





	Michael Helfant, President and Chief Operating Officer, October 2005[42]


	Kevin Feige, President of Production, March 2007 – present[46]


	Tim Connors, Chief Operating Officer, December 12, 2008[88] – 2012[89]
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MVL Productions LLC: film slate subsidiary[90][91]


	
Marvel Music (2005–present)[92]
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 Logo




Starting with the release of Spider-Man in 2002, Marvel Studios introduced its "flipbook" logo, created by Imaginary Forces.[93] This logo was accompanied with music from the film's score, sound effects or a song, to lead into the beginning of the film. This was the logo seen in front of all films until 2013, when the logo was updated with the release of Thor: The Dark World, again created by Imaginary Forces. Kevin Feige stated that since Marvel was now their own entity within The Walt Disney Company, it "felt like the time to update it and have something that is more substantial as a standalone logo in front of our features" instead of having it be accompanied by Marvel's studio or distribution partners' logos. Feige added that “We didn’t want to re-invent the wheel [with the new logo], but we wanted it to feel bigger, to feel more substantial, which is why it starts with the flip, but suddenly it’s more dimensional as we go through the lettering and it reveals itself with the metallic sheen before settling into the white-on-red, well known Marvel logo, with the added flourish of the arrival and the announcement of the Studios at the bottom of the word Marvel.”[94] Imaginary Forces used the same animation technique on the updated logo, as they did when they created the first version in 2002. They were given a few hundred comic books to select images from, ultimately choosing 120 that were "universal and not specific to one character" and created a narrative "where each image spoke to the one before it and after."[93]

The new logo appeared on all subsequent studio productions set within the Marvel Cinematic Universe through Captain America: Civil War. With the addition of the new logo, Marvel Studios also added a fanfare to accompany the logo, composed by Brian Tyler, who wrote the scores to Iron Man 3, Thor: The Dark World, and Avengers: Age of Ultron.[94] It was featured on the films Thor: The Dark World, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and Guardians of the Galaxy.

In July 2016, another new logo and opening were introduced, featuring an updated fanfare, composed this time by Doctor Strange composer Michael Giacchino. The new opening begins with comic book panels seen in the previous two openings, but transitions into footage and art of the characters from the Marvel Cinematic Universe films.[95] It was first seen in front of Doctor Strange.[96] The updated logo was created by Perception, who were first approached in January 2016 by Marvel to update their logo. Feige specifically requested Perception "to combine the brand and the iconic characters into a single image, showcasing the heroes within the letterforms of the Marvel logo." The Perception team settled on a concept they dubbed "How to Build a Universe", which "was designed to pay tribute to [the film making] process by touching on" how a film's origins is inspired by the comics, which then results in a script, followed by concept art, resulting in the final film. Perception looked to the initial "flipbook" logo for inspiration, and payed tribute to it in the new opening, as it opens identically to the flipbook logo. Next, the opening includes "various lines lifted directly from the script pages of various Marvel screenplays", with Perception picking "both iconic fan-favorites, as well as lines that helped establish the breadth of the Marvel Universe." To add in the concept art images, Perception looked "through a massive archive of concept art and “The Art Of…” books, to select the most iconic images for each beloved character. Utilizing the original digital paintings themselves, the Perception team animated each image being painted from scratch. The final touch was mapping this artwork onto 3D models to giving these once 2D paintings a sense of depth as the camera moves around them." Finally, over 70 pieces of footage from the 13 films that had released at that time were included, with Perception arranging them in a way they called the "vault" "where luminescent footage plays on the interior walls of the “Marvel” logotype."[97]
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Iron Man (2008 film)






Iron Man is a 2008 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics character of the same name, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Paramount Pictures.1 It is the first film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. The film was directed by Jon Favreau, with a screenplay by Mark Fergus & Hawk Ostby and Art Marcum & Matt Holloway. It stars Robert Downey Jr., Terrence Howard[image: External link], Jeff Bridges[image: External link], Shaun Toub[image: External link] and Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link]. In Iron Man, Tony Stark, an industrialist and master engineer, builds a powered exoskeleton[image: External link] and becomes the technologically advanced superhero[image: External link] Iron Man.

The film had been in development since 1990 at Universal Pictures, 20th Century Fox, or New Line Cinema at various times, before Marvel Studios reacquired the rights in 2006. Marvel put the project in production as its first self-financed film, with Paramount Pictures as its distributor. Favreau signed on as director, aiming for a naturalistic feel, and he chose to shoot the film primarily in California, rejecting the East Coast[image: External link] setting of the comics to differentiate the film from numerous superhero films set in New York City-esque environments. Filming began in March 2007 and concluded in June. During filming, the actors were free to create their own dialogue because pre-production was focused on the story and action. Rubber and metal versions of the armors, created by Stan Winston[image: External link]'s company, were mixed with computer-generated imagery[image: External link] to create the title character.

Iron Man premiered in Sydney[image: External link] on April 14, 2008, and was released in theaters on May 2, 2008. The film was a critical and commercial success, grossing over $585 million and garnering widespread critical acclaim. Downey's performance as Tony Stark was particularly praised. The American Film Institute[image: External link] selected the film as one of the ten best of the year. It was also nominated for two Academy Awards[image: External link] for the Best Sound Editing and the Best Visual Effects. Two sequels, Iron Man 2 and Iron Man 3, were released on May 7, 2010, and May 3, 2013, respectively.
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Genius, billionaire, and playboy[image: External link] Tony Stark, who has inherited the defense contractor Stark Industries[image: External link] from his father, is in war-torn Afghanistan[image: External link], with his friend and military liaison[image: External link] Lieutenant Colonel[image: External link] James Rhodes[image: External link], to demonstrate the new "Jericho" missile[image: External link]. After the demonstration, the convoy is ambushed and Stark is critically wounded by one of his own company's rocket-propelled grenades. He is captured and imprisoned in a cave by a terrorist group, the Ten Rings; Yinsen[image: External link], a fellow captive who is a doctor, implants an electromagnet[image: External link] into Stark's chest to keep the shrapnel[image: External link] shards that wounded him from reaching his heart and killing him. Ten Rings leader Raza[image: External link] offers Stark freedom in exchange for building a Jericho missile for the group, but Tony and Yinsen agree Raza will not keep his word.

Stark and Yinsen quietly build a small, powerful electric generator called an arc reactor[image: External link] to power Stark's electromagnet and a suit of powered armor[image: External link] to aid in their escape. Although they keep the suit hidden almost to completion, the Ten Rings discover their hostages' intentions and attack the workshop. Yinsen sacrifices himself to divert them while the suit is completed. The armored Stark battles his way out of the cave to find the dying Yinsen, then in anger burns the Ten Rings' weapons and flies away, crashing in the desert and destroying the suit. After being rescued by Rhodes, Stark returns home and announces that his company will no longer manufacture weapons. Obadiah Stane[image: External link], his father's old partner and the company's manager, advises Stark that this may ruin Stark Industries and his father's legacy. In his home workshop, Stark builds a sleeker, more powerful version of his improvised armor suit, as well as a more powerful arc reactor for his chest. Personal assistant Pepper Potts[image: External link] places the original reactor inside a small glass showcase. Though Stane requests details, Stark keeps his work to himself.

At a charity event held by Stark Industries, reporter Christine Everhart informs Stark that his company's weapons, including the Jericho, were recently delivered to the Ten Rings and are being used to attack Yinsen's home village, Gulmira. Stark also learns Stane is trying to replace him as head of the company. Enraged by these revelations, Stark dons his new armor and flies to Afghanistan, where he saves the villagers. While flying home, Stark is shot at by two F-22 Raptor[image: External link] fighter jets. He reveals his secret identity to Rhodes over the phone in an attempt to end the attack. Meanwhile, the Ten Rings gather the pieces of Stark's prototype suit and meet with Stane, who subdues Raza and has the rest of the group killed. Stane has a massive new suit reverse engineered[image: External link] from the wreckage. Seeking to find any other weapons delivered to the Ten Rings, Stark sends Pepper to hack[image: External link] into the company computer system from Stane's office. She discovers Stane has been supplying the terrorists and hired the Ten Rings to kill Stark, but the group reneged. Potts meets with Agent Phil Coulson of S.H.I.E.L.D., a counter-terrorism[image: External link] agency, to inform him of Stane's activities.

Stane's scientists cannot duplicate Stark's arc reactor, so Stane ambushes Stark at his home and takes the one from his chest. Stark manages to get to his original reactor to replace it. Potts and several S.H.I.E.L.D. agents attempt to arrest Stane, but he dons his suit and attacks them. Stark fights Stane, but is outmatched without his new reactor to run his suit at full capacity. The fight carries Stark and Stane to the top of the Stark Industries building, and Stark instructs Potts to overload the large arc reactor powering the building. This unleashes a massive electrical surge that causes Stane and his armor to fall into the exploding reactor, killing him. The next day, at a press conference, Stark defies suggestions from S.H.I.E.L.D. and publicly admits to being the superhero the press has dubbed "Iron Man".

In a post-credits scene[image: External link], S.H.I.E.L.D. Director Nick Fury visits Stark at home, telling him that Iron Man is not "the only superhero in the world", and explaining that he wants to discuss the "Avenger Initiative".
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Robert Downey Jr. as Tony Stark / Iron Man:
An industrialist[image: External link], genius inventor, and consummate playboy, he is CEO of Stark Industries[image: External link] and a chief weapons manufacturer for the U.S. military[image: External link]. Director Jon Favreau felt Downey's past made him an appropriate choice for the part,[3] and that the actor could make Stark a "likable asshole," but also depict an authentic emotional journey once he won over the audience.[4] Favreau was also attracted to Downey from his performance in Kiss Kiss Bang Bang[image: External link], with Downey frequently conversing with that film's director, Shane Black, about the script and dialogue in Iron Man.[5] Downey had an office next to Favreau during pre-production, which allowed him greater involvement in the screenwriting process,[6] especially adding humor to the film.[7] Downey explained, "What I usually hate about these [superhero] movies [is] when suddenly the guy that you were digging turns into Dudley Do-Right[image: External link], and then you're supposed to buy into all his 'Let's go do some good!' That Eliot Ness[image: External link]-in-a-cape-type thing. What was really important to me was to not have him change so much that he's unrecognizable. When someone used to be a schmuck and they're not anymore, hopefully they still have a sense of humor."[8] To prepare, Downey spent five days a week weight training[image: External link] and practiced martial arts to get into shape,[3] which he said benefited him because "it's hard not to have a personality meltdown [...] after about several hours in that suit. I'm calling up every therapeutic moment I can think of to just get through the day."[9]







	
Terrence Howard[image: External link] as James "Rhodey" Rhodes[image: External link]:
A friend of Stark's, and the liaison between Stark Industries and the United States Air Force[image: External link] in the department of acquisitions, specifically weapons development. Favreau cast Howard because he felt he could play War Machine[image: External link] in a sequel.[10] Howard prepared for the role by visiting Nellis Air Force Base[image: External link] on March 16, 2007, where he ate with the pilots and observed HH-60 Pave Hawk[image: External link] rescue helicopters and F-22 Raptors[image: External link].[11] While Rhodes is roguish in the comics after he met Stark, his earlier disciplinarian character forms a dynamic[image: External link] with Stark, and he is unsure whether or not Stark's actions are acceptable. "Rhodey is completely disgusted with the way Tony has lived his life, but at a certain point he realizes that perhaps there is a different way," Howard said. "Whose life is the right way; is it the strict military life, or the life of an independent?"[9] Howard and his father are Iron Man fans, partly because Rhodes was one of the few black superheroes when he was a child.[12] He was a Downey fan since he saw him in Weird Science[image: External link], and the two competed physically on set.[13]




	
Jeff Bridges[image: External link] as Obadiah Stane[image: External link]:
Stark's business second-in-command, mentor and friend who turns on him to overtake the company, eventually building a giant exosuit to fight Stark. Bridges read the comics as a boy and liked Favreau's modern, realistic approach. He shaved his head, something he had wanted to do for some time, and grew a beard for the role. Bridges googled[image: External link] the Book of Obadiah[image: External link], and was surprised to learn retribution is a major theme in that book of the Bible, something which Stane represents.[14] Many of Stane's scenes were cut to focus more on Stark, but the writers felt Bridges's performance allowed the application of "less is more".[15]




	
Shaun Toub[image: External link] as Yinsen[image: External link]:
Stark's fellow captive, who grafts an electromagnet to Stark's chest "to keep the shrapnel shell shards that wounded him from reaching his heart and killing him", and who helps Stark build the first Iron Man suit.[16][17]




	
Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link] as Pepper Potts[image: External link]:
Stark's personal assistant and budding love interest. Paltrow asked Marvel to send her any comics they would consider relevant to her understanding of the character, who she considered to be very smart, levelheaded, and grounded. She said she liked "the fact that there's a sexuality that's not blatant." Favreau wanted Potts' and Stark's relationship to be reminiscent of a 1940s comedy, something which Paltrow considered to be fun in an "innocent yet sexy" way.[18]






Additionally, Faran Tahir[image: External link] appears as Raza[image: External link], the leader of the Ten Rings; Paul Bettany voices J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link], Stark's personal AI[image: External link] system; Leslie Bibb portrays Christine Everhart, a reporter for Vanity Fair[image: External link]; and Clark Gregg appears as Phil Coulson, an agent of S.H.I.E.L.D..[19] Will Lyman[image: External link] provides the voiceover during the opening award ceremony.[20] Director Jon Favreau plays Happy Hogan[image: External link], Stark's bodyguard[image: External link] and chauffeur[image: External link],[7] and Samuel L. Jackson makes a cameo appearance as Nick Fury, director of S.H.I.E.L.D., in a post-credits scene.[21] Jackson's face was previously used as the model for the Ultimate Marvel imprint version of Nick Fury[image: External link].[22] Other cameos in the film include Stan Lee as himself, being mistaken for Hugh Hefner[image: External link] by Stark at a party;[23] Tom Morello[image: External link], who provided guitar music for the film, as a terrorist guard;[24] and Jim Cramer[image: External link] as himself.[25] Ghostface Killah[image: External link] had a cameo in a scene where Stark briefly stays in Dubai[image: External link], but the scene was cut from the theatrical release for pacing reasons.[26]
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In April 1990, Universal Studios bought the rights to develop Iron Man for the big screen,[27] with Stuart Gordon[image: External link] to direct a low-budget film based on the property.[9] By February 1996, 20th Century Fox had acquired the rights from Universal.[28] In January 1997, Nicolas Cage[image: External link] expressed interest in portraying the character,[29] while in September 1998, Tom Cruise[image: External link] expressed interest in producing as well as starring in an Iron Man film.[30] Jeff Vintar[image: External link] and Iron Man co-creator Stan Lee co-wrote a story for Fox, which Vintar adapted into a screenplay. It included a new science-fiction origin for the character, and featured MODOK[image: External link] as the villain. Tom Rothman[image: External link], President of Production at Fox, credited the screenplay with finally making him understand the character. In May 1999, Jeffrey Caine was hired to rewrite Vintar and Lee's script.[31] That October, Quentin Tarantino[image: External link] was approached to write and direct the film.[32] Fox sold the rights to New Line Cinema the following December, reasoning that although the Vintar/Lee script was strong, the studio had too many Marvel superheroes in development, and "we can't make them all."[33]

By July 2000, the film was being written for New Line by Ted Elliott[image: External link], Terry Rossio[image: External link],[31][35] and Tim McCanlies[image: External link].[36] McCanlies' script used the idea of a Nick Fury cameo to set up his own film.[31] In June 2001, New Line entered talks with Joss Whedon, a fan of the character, to direct,[37] and in December 2002, McCanlies had turned in a completed script.[38] In December 2004, the studio attached director Nick Cassavetes[image: External link] to the project for a target 2006 release.[39] Screenplay drafts were written by Alfred Gough[image: External link], Miles Millar[image: External link], and David Hayter[image: External link], and pitted Iron Man against his father Howard Stark, who becomes War Machine. After two years of unsuccessful development, and the deal with Cassavetes falling through, New Line Cinema returned the film rights to Marvel.[40]

In November 2005, Marvel Studios worked to start development from scratch,[41] and announced Iron Man as their first independent feature, as the character was their only major one not already depicted in live action.[6] According to associate producer Jeremy Latcham, "we went after about 30 writers and they all passed", saying they were uninterested in the project due to both the relative obscurity of the character and it being a solely Marvel production. Even the rewrites when the film had a script led to many refusals.[42] In order to build awareness for Iron Man from the general public, and put him on the same level of popularity as Spider-Man or Hulk, Marvel conducted focus groups[image: External link] to help remove the general perception that the character was a robot. After the groups proved successful, the information Marvel received helped them formulate an awareness-building plan, which included releasing three animated short films ahead of the film's release. The shorts were called "Iron Man Advertorials", and were produced by Tim Miller[image: External link] and Blur Studio[image: External link].[43]
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 Pre-production




Jon Favreau was hired to direct the film in April 2006,[44] celebrating getting the job by going on a diet, losing 70 pounds (32 kg).[9] Favreau had wanted to work with Marvel producer Avi Arad on another film after they both worked on Daredevil[image: External link].[6] The director found the opportunity to create a politically ambitious "ultimate spy movie" in Iron Man, citing inspiration from Tom Clancy[image: External link], James Bond[image: External link], and RoboCop[image: External link],[45] and compared his approach to an independent film—"[i]f Robert Altman[image: External link] had directed Superman[image: External link]"—and Batman Begins[image: External link].[6][46] Favreau wanted to make Iron Man a story of an adult man literally reinventing himself after discovering the world is far more complex than he originally believed.[47] He changed the Vietnam War[image: External link] origin of the character to Afghanistan, as he did not want to do a period piece[image: External link].[10] Art Marcum & Matt Holloway were hired to write the script,[44] while Mark Fergus & Hawk Ostby wrote another version, with Favreau compiling both teams' scripts,[48] and John August[image: External link] then "polishing" the combined version.[49] Comic book staff Mark Millar, Brian Michael Bendis, Joe Quesada, Tom Brevoort[image: External link], Axel Alonso[image: External link], and Ralph Macchio[image: External link] were also called upon by Favreau to give advice on the script.[50]

Favreau planned to cast a newcomer in the title role, as "those movies don't require an expensive star; Iron Man's the star, the superhero is the star. The success of X-Men[image: External link] and Spider-Man[image: External link] without being star-driven pieces reassures [executives] that the film does have an upside commercially."[51] However, in September 2006, Robert Downey, Jr. was cast in the role.[52] Favreau chose Downey, a fan of the comic,[3] because he felt the actor's past made him an appropriate choice for the part, explaining "The best and worst moments of Robert's life have been in the public eye. He had to find an inner balance to overcome obstacles that went far beyond his career. That's Tony Stark."[3] Favreau faced opposition from Marvel in casting Downey, but would not take no for an answer, saying, "It was my job as a director to show that it was the best choice creatively ... everybody knew he was talented [and] certainly by studying the Iron Man role and developing that script I realized that the character seemed to line-up with Robert in all the good and bad ways.[53] While preparing for filming, Favreau and Downey were given a tour of SpaceX by Elon Musk[image: External link]. Downey said, "Elon was someone Tony probably hung out with and partied with, or more likely they went on some weird jungle trek together to drink concoctions with the shamans."[54]

Additional casting for the film occurred over the next few months: Terrence Howard was announced in the role of Stark's best friend Jim Rhodes in October 2006;[55] Gwyneth Paltrow was cast as love interest Virginia "Pepper" Potts in January 2007;[56] and Jeff Bridges was cast in an undisclosed role in February.[57] Choosing a character to be the villain of the film was difficult, as Favreau felt Iron Man's archnemesis the Mandarin would not feel realistic, especially after Mark Millar gave his opinion on the script.[50] He felt only in a sequel, with an altered tone, would the fantasy of the Mandarin's rings be appropriate.[58] The decision to push him into the background is comparable to Sauron[image: External link] in The Lord of the Rings[image: External link],[46] or Palpatine[image: External link] in Star Wars.[58] Favreau also wanted Iron Man to face a giant enemy. The switch from Mandarin to Obadiah Stane was done after Bridges was cast in that role,[26] with Stane originally intended to become a villain in the sequel.[50] The Crimson Dynamo was also a villain in early drafts of the script.[7] Favreau felt it was important to include intentional inside references[image: External link] for fans of the comics, such as giving the two fighter jets that attack Iron Man the call signs[image: External link] of "Whiplash 1" and "Whiplash 2", a reference to the comic book villain Whiplash[image: External link], and including Captain America's shield[image: External link] in Stark's workshop.[59]

Favreau wanted the film to be believable by showing the construction of the Iron Man suit in its three stages.[10] Stan Winston[image: External link], a fan of the comic book, and his company, who Favreau worked with on Zathura[image: External link], built metal and rubber versions of the armors.[14] The Mark I design was intended to look like it was built from spare parts. The back is less armored than the front, because Stark would use his resources for a forward attack. It also foreshadows the design of Stane's armor. A single 90-pound (41 kg) version was built, causing concern when a stuntman fell over inside it, though both the stuntman and the suit were unscathed. The armor was also designed to only have its top half worn at times.[14] Stan Winston Studios built a 10-foot (3.0 m), 800-pound (360 kg) animatronic version of "Iron Monger" (Obadiah Stane),[14] a name which Obadiah Stane calls Tony Stark and himself earlier in the film as a reference, but is never actually used for the suit itself in the film. The animatronic required five operators for the arm, and was built on a gimbal[image: External link] to simulate walking.[14] A scale model[image: External link] was used for the shots of it being built.[26] The Mark II resembles an airplane prototype, with visible flaps.[26] Iron Man comic book artist Adi Granov[image: External link] designed the Mark III with illustrator Phil Saunders.[60] Granov's designs were the primary inspiration for the film's, and he came on board the film after he recognized his work on Jon Favreau's MySpace page.[46] Saunders streamlined Granov's concept art, making it stealthier and less cartoonish in its proportions,[14] and also designed the War Machine armor, but it was "cut from the script about halfway through pre-production." He explained that the War Machine armor "was going to be called the Mark IV armor and would have had weaponized swap-out parts that would be worn over the original Mark III armor," and that it "would have been worn by Tony Stark in the final battle sequence."[61]
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 Filming




Production was based in the former Hughes Company soundstages in Playa Vista, Los Angeles, California[image: External link].[62] Howard Hughes[image: External link] was one of the inspirations for the comic book, and the filmmakers acknowledged the coincidence that they would film Iron Man creating the flying Mark III where the Hughes H-4 Hercules[image: External link] was built.[14] Favreau rejected the East Coast[image: External link] setting of the comic books because many superhero films had already been set there.[10]

Filming began on March 12, 2007,[63] with the first few weeks spent on Stark's captivity in Afghanistan.[64] The cave where Stark is imprisoned was a 150-to-200-yard (140–180 m) long set, which had movable forks in the caverns to allow greater freedom for the film's crew.[10] Production designer[image: External link] J. Michael Riva[image: External link] saw footage of a Taliban[image: External link] fighter in Afghanistan, and saw the cold breath as he spoke: realizing remote caves are actually very cold, Riva placed an air conditioning system in the set. He also sought Downey's advice about makeshift objects in prison, such as a sock being used to make tea.[14] Afterwards, Stark's capture was filmed at Lone Pine[image: External link], and other exterior scenes in Afghanistan were filmed at Olancha[image: External link] Sand Dunes, where the crew endured two days of 40-to-60-mile-per-hour (64–97 km/h) winds.[14] Filming at Edwards Air Force Base[image: External link] began in mid-April,[65] and ended on May 2.[66] Exterior shots of Stark's home were digitally added to footage of Point Dume[image: External link] in Malibu[image: External link],[26] while the interior was built at Playa Vista, where Favreau and Riva aimed to make Stark's home look less futuristic and more "grease monkey[image: External link]".[14] Filming concluded on June 25, 2007, at Caesars Palace[image: External link] in Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link].[67] Favreau, a newcomer to action films, remarked, "I'm shocked that I [was] on schedule. I thought that there were going to be many curveballs". He hired "people who are good at creating action", so "the human story [felt] like it belongs to the comic book genre".[9]

There was much improvisation[image: External link] in dialogue scenes, because the script was not completed when filming began (the filmmakers had focused on the story making sense and planning the action). Favreau felt that improvisation would make the film feel more natural. Some scenes were shot with two cameras to capture lines said on the spot. Multiple takes were done, as Downey wanted to try something new each time.[26] It was Downey's idea to have Stark hold a news conference[image: External link] on the floor,[9] and he created the speech Stark makes when demonstrating the Jericho weapon.[4] Bridges described this approach as "a $200 million student film", and noted that it caused stress for Marvel executives when the stars were trying to come up with dialogue on the day of filming scenes. He also noted that in some instances, he and Downey would swap characters for rehearsal to see how their own lines sounded.[68] The dialogue for the Nick Fury cameo scene was also changed on set, with comic writer Brian Michael Bendis providing three pages of dialogue for the part, and the filmmakers choosing the best lines for filming on set.[50] The Nick Fury cameo was filmed with a skeleton crew in order to keep it a secret, but rumors appeared on the Internet only days later. Marvel Studios President Kevin Feige subsequently had the scene removed from all preview prints in order to maintain the surprise and keep fans guessing.[69]
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Favreau's main concern with the film's effects was whether the transition between the computer-generated and practical costumes would be too obvious.[70] He hired Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] (ILM) to create the bulk of the visual effects for the film after seeing Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End[image: External link] and Transformers[image: External link]. The Orphanage[image: External link] and The Embassy[image: External link] did additional work,[14] with the latter creating a digital version of the Mark I armor.[71] To help with animating the more refined suits, information was sometimes captured by having Downey wear only the helmet, sleeves and chest of the costume over a motion capture[image: External link] suit,[14] and skydivers were filmed in a vertical wind tunnel[image: External link] to study the physics of flying.[72] For shots of the Mark III flying, it was animated to look realistic by taking off slowly, and landing quickly. To generate shots of Iron Man and the F-22 Raptors battling, cameras were flown in the air to provide reference for physics, wind and frost on the lenses.[73]
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Further information: Iron Man (soundtrack) and Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe


Composer Ramin Djawadi had been a fan of the character Iron Man as a child, saying that he always liked superheroes "that actually don’t have any superpowers". After Favreau's previous collaborator John Debney was unavailable to score the film,[74] Djawadi sought out the role himself.[75] Favreau had a clear vision of heavy metal music[image: External link] and guitars for the project,[75] saying that Tony Stark was more of a rock star than a traditional superhero.[76] Djawadi subsequently composed most of the film's score on guitar, before arranging it for orchestra.[75] Djawadi had help with arrangements and additional cues from Hans Zimmer[image: External link] and Remote Control Productions[image: External link],[75] and Rage Against the Machine[image: External link] guitarist Tom Morello[image: External link], who makes a cameo appearance in the film, contributed guitar performances to the score.[24] The film also features a big band[image: External link]-style arrangement[image: External link] of the Iron Man theme song from the 1966 cartoon The Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] from frequent Favreau collaborators John O'Brien and Rick Boston[image: External link].[77] A soundtrack featuring Djawadi's score was released by Lions Gate Records on April 29, 2008.[78]
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 Release




The premiere was held at the Greater Union[image: External link] theater at George Street, Sydney[image: External link], on April 14, 2008.[79] The film was released in the United States on May 2, 2008,[80] while the international release was pushed to April 30, 2008.[81]
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Marvel and Paramount modeled their marketing campaign for Iron Man on that of Transformers.[82] In May 2008, Sega[image: External link] released an official tie-in video game based on the film on multiple gaming platforms. Downey, Howard and Taub reprise their roles from the film.[83] A 30-second spot for the film aired during a Super Bowl XLII[image: External link] break.[84] 6,400 7-Eleven[image: External link] stores in the United States helped promote the film, and LG Group[image: External link] also made a deal with Paramount.[82] Hasbro[image: External link] created figures of armors from the film, as well as Titanium Man[image: External link] (who appears in the video game) and the armor from the World War Hulk comics[image: External link].[85] Worldwide, Burger King[image: External link] and Audi[image: External link] promoted the film. Jon Favreau was set to direct a commercial for the fast-food chain, as Michael Bay[image: External link] did for Transformers.[82] In the film, Tony Stark drives an Audi R8[image: External link], and also has an "American cheeseburger" from Burger King after his rescue from Afghanistan, as part of the studio's product placement[image: External link] deal with the respective companies. Three other vehicles, the Audi S6[image: External link] sedan, Audi S5[image: External link] sports coupe and the Audi Q7[image: External link] SUV, also appear in the film.[86][87] Audi created a tie-in website, as General Motors[image: External link] did for Transformers.[82] Oracle Corporation[image: External link] also promoted the film on its site.[88] Several tie-in comics were released for the film.[89]
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 Home media




The film was released on DVD and Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] on September 30, 2008, in North America, and October 27, 2008 in Europe.[90] DVD sales were very successful, selling over 4 million copies the first week and generating a gross of over US$93 million.[91][92] There were a total of 9 million copies sold and an accumulated total sales of over $160 million (not including Blu-ray).[91] For the home releases of the film, the image on the newspaper Stark reads before he announces he is Iron Man had to be altered because of amateur photographer Ronnie Adams filing a lawsuit against Paramount and Marvel for using his on-location spy photo in the scene.[93] A Wal-Mart[image: External link]-exclusive release included a preview of Iron Man: Armored Adventures[image: External link].[94]

The film was also collected in a 10-disc box set[image: External link] titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase One – Avengers Assembled[image: External link]" which includes all of the Phase One[image: External link] films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe.[95] It was released on April 2, 2013.[96]
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Iron Man earned $318.4 million in North America and $266.8 million in other territories, for a worldwide gross of $585.2 million.[2]
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 North America




In its opening weekend, Iron Man grossed $98,618,668 in 4,105 theaters in the United States and Canada, ranking No. 1 at the box office,[97] giving it the eleventh biggest-opening weekend at the time,[98] ninth-widest release in terms of theaters,[99] and the third highest-grossing opening weekend of 2008 behind Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull[image: External link] and The Dark Knight[image: External link]. It grossed $35.2 million on its first day, giving it the thirteenth biggest-opening day at the time.[100] Iron Man had the second-best premiere for a non-sequel, behind Spider-Man[image: External link], and the fourth biggest-opening for a superhero film.[101] Iron Man was also the No. 1 film in the U.S. and Canada in its second weekend, grossing $51.1 million,[97] giving it the twelfth-best second weekend and the fifth-best for a non-sequel.[102] On June 18, 2008, Iron Man became that year's first film to pass the $300 million mark for the domestic box office.[103][104]
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The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 94% approval rating with an average rating of 7.7/10 based on 267 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "Director Jon Favreau and star Robert Downey Jr. make this smart, high impact superhero movie one that even non-comics fans can enjoy."[105] In May 2008, Rotten Tomatoes review aggregator Jen Yamato identified Iron Man as the "best-reviewed film of the year so far".[106] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film achieved an average score of 79 out of 100, based on 38 critics, signifying "generally favorable reviews".[107]

Among the major trade journals, Todd McCarthy of Variety called the film an "expansively entertaining special effects extravaganza" with "fresh energy and stylistic polish",[108] while Kirk Honeycutt of The Hollywood Reporter praised the film, while nonetheless finding "disappointment [in] a climatic [sic] battle between different Iron Man prototypes [...] how did Tony's nemesis learn how to use the suit?"[109] In one of the first major-daily newspaper reviews, Frank Lovece[image: External link] of Newsday[image: External link] lauded the film's "emotional truth [...] pitch-perfect casting and plausibly rendered super-science" that made it "faithful to the source material while updating it – and recognizing what's made that material so enduring isn't just the high-tech cool of a man in a metal suit, but the human condition that got him there".[110] A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times called the film "an unusually good superhero picture. Or at least – since it certainly has its problems – a superhero movie that's good in unusual ways."[111] Among the specialty press, Garth Franklin of Dark Horizons[image: External link] commended the "impressive sets and mechanics that combine smoothly with relatively seamless CG", and said, "Robert Downey Jr., along with director Jon Favreau [...] help this rise above formula. The result is something that, whilst hardly original or groundbreaking, is nevertheless refreshing in its earnestness to avoid dark dramatic stylings in favor of an easy-going, crowd-pleasing action movie with a sprinkle of anti-war and redemption themes".[112]

Among major metropolitan weeklies, David Edelstein[image: External link] of New York[image: External link] magazine called the film "a shapely piece of mythmaking [...] Favreau doesn't go in for stylized comic-book frames, at least in the first half. He gets real with it – you'd think you were watching a military thriller",[113] while conversely, David Denby[image: External link] of The New Yorker[image: External link] put forth a negative review, claiming "a slightly depressed, going-through-the-motions feel to the entire show [...] Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link], widening her eyes and palpitating, can't do much with an antique role as Stark's girl Friday[image: External link], who loves him but can't say so; Terrence Howard[image: External link], playing a military man who chases around after Stark, looks dispirited and taken for granted".[114] IGN's Todd Gilchrist recognized Downey as "the best thing" in a film that "functions on autopilot, providing requisite story developments and character details to fill in this default 'origin story' while the actors successfully breathe life into their otherwise conventional roles".[115] Noting the cultural elements of the film, Cristobal Giraldez Catalan of Bright Lights Film Journal[image: External link] wrote, "Iron Man is far more than playboy fantasy; it is American foreign policy realized without context [... and] with narrative and directorial precision, once again provides the high-fidelity misogyny and anti-Muslim rhetoric Hollywood is known for."[116]
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref(s)



	2008
	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Summer Movie So Far
	Iron Man
	Won
	[117]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie: Action[image: External link]
	Iron Man
	Nominated
	[118]



	Choice Movie Actor: Action
	Robert Downey Jr.
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actress: Action
	Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Villain[image: External link]
	Jeff Bridges[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Scream Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress in a Science Fiction Movie or TV Show
	Gwyneth Paltrow
	Nominated
	[119]



	2009
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie
	Iron Man
	Nominated
	[120]



	Favorite Male Action Star
	Robert Downey Jr.
	Nominated



	Favorite Male Movie Star
	Robert Downey Jr.
	Nominated



	Favorite Superhero
	Robert Downey Jr. as Iron Man
	Nominated



	Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Performance by a Stunt Ensemble[image: External link]
	
	Nominated
	[121]



	USC Scripter Awards[image: External link]
	USC[image: External link] Libraries 21st Annual Scripter Award
	Mark Fergus & Hawk Ostby and Art Marcum & Matt Holloway
	Nominated
	[122]



	British Academy Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Special Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Shane Mahan[image: External link], John Nelson[image: External link], Ben Snow[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[123]



	Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media
	Ramin Djawadi
	Nominated
	[124]



	VES Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Visual Effects in a Visual Effects-Driven Feature Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Iron Man
	Nominated
	[125]



	Best Single Visual Effect of the Year
	Iron Man
	Nominated



	Outstanding Animated Character in a Live Action Motion Picture
	Iron Man
	Nominated



	Outstanding Models and Miniatures in a Feature Motion Picture
	Suit Up Machine
	Nominated



	Outstanding Compositing in a Feature Motion Picture
	HUD Compositing
	Nominated



	Academy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	John Nelson[image: External link], Ben Snow[image: External link], Dan Sudick[image: External link], and Shane Mahan[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[126]



	Best Sound Editing[image: External link]
	Frank Eulner[image: External link] and Christopher Boyes[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie
	Iron Man
	Nominated
	[127]



	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Iron Man
	Nominated
	[128]



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Robert Downey Jr.
	Nominated
	[129]



	Best Sci-Fi/Fantasy/Superhero[image: External link]
	Iron Man
	Nominated
	[130]



	Taurus World Stunt Awards[image: External link]
	Hardest Hit
	Iron Man
	Won
	[131]



	Best Stunt Coordinator and/or 2nd Unit Director
	Thomas R. Harper, Phil Neilson, Keith Woulard
	Nominated



	Best Fire Stunt
	Mike Justus, Damien Moreno, Timothy P. Trella
	Won



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Movie[image: External link]
	Iron Man
	Nominated
	[132]



	Best Male Performance[image: External link]
	Robert Downey Jr.
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Science Fiction Film[image: External link]
	Iron Man
	Won
	[133][134]



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Robert Downey Jr.
	Won



	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Jeff Bridges[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Jon Favreau
	Won



	Best Screenplay[image: External link]
	Mark Fergus & Hawk Ostby and Art Marcum & Matt Holloway
	Nominated



	Best Score[image: External link]
	Ramin Djawadi
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Iron Man
	Nominated



	Hugo Awards[image: External link]
	Best Dramatic Presentation — Long Form[image: External link]
	Iron Man
	Nominated
	[135]




Roger Ebert[image: External link] and Richard Corliss[image: External link] named Iron Man as among their favorite films of 2008.[136][137] It was selected by the American Film Institute[image: External link] as one of the ten best films of the year[image: External link],[138] and by Empire magazine as one of The 500 Greatest Movies of All Time.[139] Tony Stark was also selected by Empire as one of The 100 Greatest Movie Characters of All Time,[140] and on their list of the 100 Greatest Fictional Characters, Fandomania.com ranked him at number 37.[141]
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 Iron Man 2




Main article: Iron Man 2


A sequel written by Justin Theroux and released in the United States on May 7, 2010, saw Favreau, Downey, Paltrow, and Jackson returning. Don Cheadle[image: External link] replaced Terrence Howard in the role of Colonel Rhodes, who is also seen as War Machine. Also starring are Mickey Rourke[image: External link] as villain Ivan Vanko[image: External link], Sam Rockwell as Justin Hammer, and Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] as S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Natasha Romanoff[image: External link].
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 Iron Man 3




Main article: Iron Man 3


Disney[image: External link], Marvel Studios, and Paramount Pictures released a second sequel on May 3, 2013,[142] with Favreau opting to direct Magic Kingdom[image: External link] instead, but still reprising his role as Happy Hogan.[143] Downey, Paltrow, and Cheadle also return, while Shane Black took over directing,[144] from a screenplay by Drew Pearce. Guy Pearce[image: External link] also starred as Aldrich Killian[image: External link], and Ben Kingsley as Trevor Slattery.
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 See also





	List of films featuring powered exoskeletons[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ In July 2013, the film's distribution rights were transferred from Paramount Pictures to Walt Disney Studios[image: External link].[145][146][147]
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Marvel Cinematic Universe tie-in Comics






The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) tie-in comic books[image: External link] are limited series[image: External link] or one-shot comics published by Marvel Comics that tie into the films and television series of the MCU. The comics are written and illustrated by a variety of individuals, and each one consists of 1 to 4 issues. They are intended to tell additional stories about existing characters, or to make connections between MCU projects, without necessarily expanding the universe or introducing new concepts or characters.

The first MCU tie-in comics to be published were Iron Man: Fast Friends, The Incredible Hulk: The Fury Files, and Nick Fury: Spies Like Us. all in 2008. They were followed by an adaptation of Iron Man in 2010, along with Iron Man 2: Fist of Iron (2010), Iron Man 2: Public Identity (2010), Iron Man 2: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (2010), Captain America: First Vengeance (2011), Captain America & Thor: Avengers (2011), The Avengers Prelude: Fury's Big Week (2012), The Avengers Initiative (2012), The Avengers Prelude: Black Widow Strikes (2012), and an adaptation of Iron Man 2 (2012). Comic tie-ins for Marvel's television series began in 2014 with Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: The Chase, followed by Jessica Jones (2015).

Marvel changed its approach to film tie-in material in 2012, retroactively[image: External link] dividing the tie-in comics into those that exist within the MCU continuity, and those that are merely inspired by the films and television series. Since then, Iron Man 3 Prelude (2013), Thor: The Dark World Prelude (2013), Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic (2014), Guardians of the Galaxy Infinite Comic (2014), Guardians of the Galaxy Prelude (2014), Avengers: Age of Ultron Prelude – This Scepter'd Isle (2015), Ant-Man Prelude (2015), Ant-Man – Scott Lang: Small Time (2015), Captain America: Civil War Prelude Infinite Comic (2016), Doctor Strange Prelude (2016), and Doctor Strange Prelude Infinite Comic (2016) have been released in the former category, along with film adaptations of Thor (2013), Captain America: The First Avenger (2013), The Avengers (2014–15), Iron Man 3 and Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2015–16), Guardians of the Galaxy (2017), and Captain America: Civil War (2017).

Thor: Ragnarok Prelude, an adaptation of The Incredible Hulk and Thor: The Dark World, is set for release in 2017.
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 Development




In 2008, Marvel released Iron Man: Fast Friends, a comic prequel to Iron Man, for which writer Paul Tobin was given a broad outline and some "temporal staging" so as to allow the comic to tie into the film.[2] Later that year, The Incredible Hulk: Fury Files, which serves as a prequel to The Incredible Hulk, was released, detailing an encounter between the Hulk[image: External link] and Nick Fury, characters who had not yet been seen together in the MCU. Writer Frank Tieri noted that the tie-in comics "provide Marvel with the opportunity to do a lot of different things" that other media do not, including the exploring of non-superhero genres and the reintroducing of older characters.[3]

Alejandro Arbona, the Marvel editor tasked with overseeing the 2010 tie-in comics Iron Man 2: Public Identity and Iron Man 2: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., explained that Marvel "want to show readers more of that world, that connective tissue between all the movies, and a little bit more of how the characters interact", so the publishing side worked with Brad Winderbaum, Jeremy Latcham, and Will Corona Pilgrim at Marvel Studios to decide which concepts should be carried over from the Marvel Comics Universe to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, what to show in the tie-in comics and what to leave for the films, and how to "make these stories as strong as possible" from their experience making the films.[4]

For Marvel's The Avengers in 2012, Marvel’s senior vice-president of sales David Gabriel described a "more focused" approach to tie-ins than previously, with the intention to reach fans of 'all walks of life'. This was echoed by Rich Thomas, global editorial director at Disney Publishing, who wanted the Avengers program to be "all things to all people. Just like the film, from the youngest reader...to the Marvel enthusiast."[5] Since then, many of the tie-ins have had the red 'Avengers' stamp on the cover.[6] Pilgrim, the creative director of research and development at Marvel Studios, confirmed that the previously released Public Identity, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., and First Vengeance, were all official MCU stories,[7] with the other previously released tie-in comics considered to be inspired by the MCU only.[8]

Comic writer Fred Van Lente stated in 2013 that he had proposed a regular comic series set within the MCU to Marvel, but they wished to keep all possibilities open for potential film and television development. He said that this was also the reason why Marvel does not want writers to introduce new elements to the MCU through tie-in comics.[10] In March 2014, Pilgrim confirmed that the MCU Infinite Comics were officially canon.[11] That July, the MCU tie-in comics expanded to television tie-ins with the release of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: The Chase, a comic inspired by the first season of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[12][13] In November, Marvel Comics Editor-in-Chief Axel Alonso[image: External link] avoided a question of whether an ongoing comic series could be set within the MCU, but did note that Marvel Comics would "always be working on books set in the Cinematic Universe...the collected editions of those comics end up being some of the best sellers of the year".[14]

In February 2015, Pilgrim clarified that the canon tie-ins "are considered official MCU canon stories" set in the same universe as the films and television series, whereas the other, "inspired by" tie-ins are "more about having another fun adventure with the Avengers....where we get to show off all the characters from the film in costume and in comic form", but not affect the official MCU continuity.[15]
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 Marvel Cinematic Universe-set titles






	Title
	Issue(s)
	Publication date(s)
	Writer(s)
	Artist(s)



	First published
	Last published



	Iron Man: I Am Iron Man!
	2
	January 27, 2010
	February 24, 2010
	Peter David[16]
	Sean Chen[16]



	Iron Man 2: Public Identity
	3
	April 28, 2010
	May 12, 2010
	Joe Casey and Justin Theroux[17]
	Barry Kitson[17]



	Iron Man 2: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	1
	September 1, 2010
	Joe Casey[17]
	Tim Green, Felix Ruiz[image: External link], and Matt Camp[17]



	Captain America: First Vengeance
	4
	May 4, 2011
	June 29, 2011
	Fred Van Lente[18]
	Neil Edwards[19] and Luke Ross[20]



	Marvel's The Avengers Prelude: Fury's Big Week
	4
	March 7, 2012
	April 18, 2012
	Story by: Chris Yost and Eric Pearson[21]

Scripts by: Eric Pearson[21]
	Luke Ross[22]



	Marvel's The Avengers: Black Widow Strikes
	3
	May 2, 2012
	June 6, 2012
	Fred Van Lente[23]
	Neil Edwards[24]



	Marvel's Iron Man 2
	2
	November 7, 2012
	December 5, 2012
	Christos N. Gage[25][26][27]
	Ramon Rosanas[25]



	Marvel's Iron Man 3 Prelude
	2
	January 2, 2013
	February 6, 2013
	Steve Kurth[27]



	Marvel's Thor
	2
	January 16, 2013
	February 20, 2013
	Lan Medina[26]



	Marvel's Thor: The Dark World Prelude
	2
	June 5, 2013
	July 10, 2013
	Craig Kyle and Chris Yost[28]
	Scot Eaton[image: External link][28] and Ron Lim[29]



	Marvel's Captain America: The First Avenger
	2
	November 6, 2013
	December 11, 2013
	Peter David[30][31]
	Wellinton Alves[30]



	Marvel's Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic
	1
	January 28, 2014
	Rock He-Kim[31]



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Infinite Comic – Dangerous Prey
	1
	April 1, 2014
	Dan Abnett and Andy Lanning[32]
	Andrea Di Vito[32]



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Prelude
	2
	April 2, 2014
	May 28, 2014
	Wellinton Alves[33]



	Marvel's The Avengers
	2
	December 24, 2014
	January 7, 2015
	Will Corona Pilgrim[34][35][36][37]
	Joe Bennett[image: External link][34]



	Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron Prelude – This Scepter'd Isle
	1
	February 4, 2015
	Wellinton Alves[36]



	Marvel's Ant-Man Prelude
	2
	February 4, 2015
	March 4, 2015
	Miguel Sepulveda[35]



	Marvel's Ant-Man – Scott Lang: Small Time
	1
	March 3, 2015
	Wellinton Alves and Daniel Govar[37]



	Marvel's Jessica Jones
	1
	October 7, 2015
	Brian Michael Bendis[38]
	Michael Gaydos[38]



	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude
	4
	December 16, 2015
	January 27, 2016
	Will Corona Pilgrim[39][40][41][42][43][44]
	Szymon Kudranski[39] and Lee Ferguson[45]



	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude Infinite Comic
	1
	February 10, 2016
	Lee Ferguson, Goran Sudžuka,

and Guillermo Mogorron[40]



	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude
	2
	July 6, 2016
	August 24, 2016
	Jorge Fornés[41]



	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude Infinite Comic – The Zealot
	1
	September 7, 2016



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 Prelude
	2
	January 4, 2017
	February 1, 2017
	Christopher Allen[46]



	Spider-Man: Homecoming Prelude
	2
	March 1, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	Todd Nauck[43]



	Marvel's Thor: Ragnarok Prelude
	4[47]
	July 5, 2017[44]
	TBA
	J.L. Giles[44]
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 Adaptations




Several comics adapting the story of the films have been released: Iron Man: I Am Iron Man!, an adaptation of Iron Man;[16] Marvel's Iron Man 2, an adaptation of Iron Man 2;[25] Marvel's Thor, an adaptation of Thor;[26] Marvel's Captain America: The First Avenger, an adaptation of Captain America: The First Avenger;[30] Marvel's The Avengers, an adaptation of The Avengers;[34] Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude, an adaptation of both Iron Man 3 and Captain America: The Winter Soldier;[39] Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 Prelude, an adaptation of Guardians of the Galaxy,[48] Spider-Man: Homecoming Prelude, an adaptation of Captain America: Civil War;[43] and Thor: Ragnarok Prelude, an adaptation of both The Incredible Hulk and Thor: The Dark World.[47]

In January 2015, Pilgrim explained the process for adapting films into tie-in comics, noting that scripts and other behind-the-scenes material are referenced in addition to the actual films. Because of this, the adaptations sometimes have new scenes, which Marvel "felt strongly enough" to include as canon, even though they were never filmed. Examples include an interaction between Jasper Sitwell and Nick Fury in Iron Man: I Am Iron Man!, the "Boys Flight Out" sequence from Iron Man 2, where Tony Stark invites James Rhodes[image: External link] to wear the Iron Man Mark II[image: External link] armor,[49] and an additional interaction set during Captain America: Civil War between Peter Parker[image: External link] and his Aunt May[image: External link] in Spider-Man: Homecoming Prelude.
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 Iron Man 2: Public Identity (2010)




Decades ago, Howard Stark worked with Anton Vanko to build the first arc reactor, but when Howard realized Vanko's greedy goals, he had him arrested and deported before, at the urging of Obadiah Stane[image: External link], returning to the business of arms dealing that made him so successful in the past. In the present, Stark's son Tony uses the arc reactor technology to power his Iron Man armor, and after revealing this identity to the world, becomes a public hero. U.S. General Thaddeus Ross[image: External link] commissions Stark's business rival Justin Hammer to build a single-pilot vehicle to replace Iron Man, who has been interfering with and causing trouble for the military. When testing the new vehicle, the pilot crash lands in unfriendly territory, under attack from the Congolese army. Tony saves the airman, but, to the chagrin of Ross, refuses to return the Congolese soldiers' fire. Director Nick Fury and Agent Phil Coulson of S.H.I.E.L.D. later review Stark's actions.[50][51][52]

Public Identity was written by Joe Casey and Justin Theroux, with art by Barry Kitson,[17] and the three issues were published on April 28,[53] May 5,[54] and May 12, 2010,[55] respectively. Theroux, who wrote the screenplay for Iron Man 2, was able to show Casey "a fairly finalized script" before the two began work on the tie-in.[17] In May 2010, Alejandro Arbona, who oversaw the creation of the comic, explained that the story of the tie-ins had to come "organically from the stuff that happened in Iron Man —what would happen to a man who'd just revealed his super hero identity to the world?—and it had to move us toward the stuff we knew was going to be important in Iron Man 2".[4] In September 2010, Casey noted that writing an MCU tie-in comic required working within the boundaries of the movie continuity and Marvel Studios' plan, as well as writing the characters as portrayed in the films (the "movie version of Stark has a specific attitude" that Casey tried to put in the comic, for example).[17]

The comic, set after Iron Man but before Iron Man 2 and The Incredible Hulk, was conceived to explain the post-credits scenes[image: External link] of Iron Man and The Incredible Hulk, where Tony Stark meets Nick Fury for the first time but General Ross not for the first time, respectively.[15] Arbona said that "when Tony Stark spoke to General Ross at the end of The Incredible Hulk, you could tell they already knew each other; they spoke about some shared history they'd had together. Well in Iron Man 2: Public Identity you see when they first meet, and what that shared history is."[4] This comic explains that the AI J.A.R.V.I.S. was created in memory of Edwin Jarvis, introduced here as Howard Stark's butler. A younger version of the character appears in Agent Carter, portrayed by James D'Arcy[image: External link].[56]
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 Iron Man 2: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (2010)




Nick Fury plants a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent aboard a Ten Rings-controlled vessel in the Gulf of Aden[image: External link] in an effort to get a live account of Iron Man in action, while Tony Stark is keeping an eye on S.H.I.E.L.D. himself.[57] Phil Coulson monitors the first field operation of a S.H.I.E.L.D. recruit who is tasked with taking down a Ten Rings terrorist cell on American soil, which Coulson later reveals was a set up, a common S.H.I.E.L.D. test for new recruits.[58] Natasha Romanoff[image: External link] infiltrates Stark Industries[image: External link] under the alias of Natalie Rushman, using her spy skills to quickly work her way up the company until she meets with Stark personally.[59]

Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. was written by Joe Casey and released on September 1, 2010.[60] It consists of three, eight-page stories, each spotlighting a different character:[61] Nick Fury in "Who Made Who", with art by Tim Green; Phil Coulson in "Just Off the Farm", with art by Felix Ruiz[image: External link]; and Natasha Romanoff in "Proximity", with art by Matt Camp.[60] Casey said of the short stories, "The movie studio is very aware of what they're doing, so they paid close attention...It's not exactly the Marvel Universe I grew up with, [but] it's not like the Ultimate universe either. It's a brand new thing, with its own rules and its own continuity."[17]

The end of "Proximity" depicts Romanoff, working undercover in the legal department of Stark Industries, meeting with Tony Stark in his home gym. This is also the scene in Iron Man 2 where the character is introduced, the story therefore acting as a direct prequel / parallel story[image: External link] to the film.[61]
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 Captain America: First Vengeance (2011)




In 1944, as he attacks a Hydra base in the Nazi-occupied Danish Straits, Steve Rogers[image: External link] recalls parts of his life that got him to this point: his mother's blessing to become a soldier; his first meeting with Bucky Barnes[image: External link], who protected him from bullies as a boy; the day after Pearl Harbor was bombed, when Bucky and Steve decided to enlist; Bucky training Steve to pass the physical; and the point when Bucky passed the physical but Steve failed.[62] Johann Schmidt[image: External link] watches Rogers fight, and recalls how he got to this point: meeting Adolf Hitler[image: External link]; capturing Arnim Zola to research creating super soldiers; and finding Abraham Erskine[image: External link] and blackmailing him into continuing his super soldier research under the employ of the Nazis.[63] Howard Stark, via radio, assists Rogers, remembering when he was recruited by Colonel Phillips[image: External link] to join the Strategic Scientific Reserve, and when he helped Peggy Carter rescue Erskine from Schmidt.[64] Dum Dum Dugan and the Howling Commandos[image: External link] arrive to assist Rogers, and they remember their formation—thrust together in a Hydra work camp, forming close friendships after a failed escape attempt. After they defeat the Hydra soldiers, Rogers destroys Schmidt's main weapon at the base, an Asgardian artifact.[65]

First Vengeance was written by Fred Van Lente,[18] with art for the first half of the comic by Neil Edwards,[19] and by Luke Ross for the rest.[20] The first of eight digital issues was released on February 6, 2011,[9] with the other seven subsequently released on February 16,[66] March 2,[67] March 23,[68] June 8,[69] July 6,[70] July 13,[71] and July 20,[72] respectively. The comic was also published in four issues on May 4,[19] May 18,[73] June 15,[20] and June 29, 2011,[74] respectively. On what the comic covers, Captain America: The First Avenger co-producer Stephen Broussard explained that there were "lots of little side stories" that they found fascinating but didn't fit into the story of the film, so the comic allows those to be told. These side stories include some backstory to the film, some action running parallel to the film, and some hints at "things to come", and are "all sort of jumbled up". Van Lente read the film's script, and had his own comic scripts overlooked by Quesada and Broussard, to keep the comic in line with the film.[9] Some of Van Lente's initial ideas, when he felt that he could do anything because of the comic medium, had to be changed due to not fitting into the realistic world of the MCU,[15] a process Van Lente described as "making comics on a budget".[15]

Van Lente stated, "What's neat about the MCU, just like in the comics' universe, is the interconnections between various movies, particularly Iron Man 2 and Thor. You'll start to see those coming out in First Vengeance."[9] On the differences between the MCU and original versions of the characters, Van Lente noted that when Joe Simon[image: External link] and Jack Kirby originally created Captain America, they "didn't have 20/20 hindsight to see how things would fit together with the Marvel characters to follow. With the MCU, we're able to make those connections and heighten all of the characters' weight."[18]
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 Marvel's The Avengers Prelude: Fury's Big Week (2012)




Main article: Fury's Big Week


Fury's Big Week was written by Chris Yost and Eric Pearson,[21] and was released digitally in eight issues, on February 5 (tying-into the wider The Avengers marketing campaign, which released a new trailer on that day), February 14, February 21, February 28, March 5, March 12, March 19, and March 26, 2012, respectively.[75] The comic was published in hard copy as four issues on March 7,[22] March 21,[76] April 4,[77] and April 18, 2012,[78] respectively. The comic retells the events of The Incredible Hulk, Iron Man 2, Thor, and Captain America: The First Avenger from the point-of-view of S.H.I.E.L.D., with extra scenes added to weave them all together.[21]
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 Marvel's The Avengers: Black Widow Strikes (2012)




Natasha Romanoff is taken by surprise in Russia when her target is killed by a "fan" of hers named Sofia. Breaking contact with her S.H.I.E.L.D. superiors, Romanoff begins a competition with Sofia for the mantle of the "Black Widow", discovering that Sofia's employer is selling the parts for a new missile to the Ten Rings. Romanoff tracks Sofia to a missile launch site targeting North Korea, where she stalls long enough for S.H.I.E.L.D. to intervene. Sofia is killed in the ensuing chaos.[79][80][81]

Written by Fred Van Lente, with art by Neil Edwards,[23][24] the comic (which is set in Romanoff's native Russia) first appeared in copies of the Maxim Russia[image: External link] magazine, before being released as a traditional, three-issue comic series[23] on May 2,[24] May 16,[82] and June 6, 2012,[83] respectively. The decision was made to give Romanoff her own comic ahead of The Avengers because Marvel felt that she "remains the most enigmatic of the Avengers" despite appearing in previous films. Van Lente explained the relationship between Black Widow Strikes and the films by saying, "This is on the same scale as the Marvel movies. We’re working closely with Marvel Studios to have it integrate seamlessly with the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Once this is over, they’re welcome to use any of my ideas here for a movie." Van Lente took inspiration "from Joss Whedon's script for Marvel's the Avengers, which I was lucky enough to read. He does a good job making her inclusion on the team perfectly believable."[23]

Black Widow Strikes is set between Iron Man 2 and The Avengers, and deals with "some loose ends from Iron Man 2, namely some bootleg Stark technology that Justin Hammer made.[23] The idea of the "Black Widow" being more of a mantle than the codename of a single agent is further explored in Agent Carter, where an early Black Widow training program is introduced, and in Avengers: Age of Ultron, where some of Romanoff's training is shown through flashbacks.[84][85]
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 Marvel's Iron Man 3 Prelude (2013)




Tony Stark becomes occupied as he begins construction of Stark Tower[image: External link] in New York, so James Rhodes picks up where Iron Man left off in the fight against the Ten Rings terrorist organisation. After 10 months of skirmishes across the world, Rhodey is ambushed in Hong Kong by Ten Rings agents with Hammer Technology, including a nuclear powered tank. Rhodey manages to get the tank out of the city before the insurgents detonate its power source, and returns to America in time to find the aftermath of the Battle of New York[image: External link]. Later, Tony reveals to Rhodey his plans for an Iron Legion, and a Ten Rings operative reports to his master, The Mandarin, informing him that they have full scans of the Stark Technology in Rhodey's suit.[86][87]

Iron Man 3 Prelude was written by Christos Gage, with art by Steve Kurth, with the first issue released on January 2, 2013,[27] and the second on February 6.[88]
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 Marvel's Thor: The Dark World Prelude (2013)




In the year following the destruction of the Bifrost[image: External link], the Asgardian means of transportation throughout the cosmos, both the nine realms and nearby planets have fallen into chaos, while astrophysicist Jane Foster has failed in her attempts to re-open a wormhole in New Mexico, an action requiring the Bifrost to be functional. When the presumed dead Loki attacks Earth and steals the Tesseract, Odin uses the secret, dangerous power of Dark Energy to send Thor to intervene. Following the Battle of New York, Thor returns to Asgard with Loki and the Tesseract. Loki is imprisoned in the dungeons to serve a life sentence, while Thor uses the Tesseract's power to repair the Bifrost and allow Asgard to bring order back to the nine realms and beyond.[89][90]

Thor: The Dark World Prelude was written by Craig Kyle and Chris Yost, with the first issue released on June 5, 2013, with art by Scot Eaton[image: External link],[28] and the second on July 10 with art by Ron Lim.[29]
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 Marvel's Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic (2014)




Following the Battle of New York, Steve Rogers is working with Natasha Romanoff and Brock Rumlow for S.H.I.E.L.D. When a terrorist group steals the Zodiac[image: External link] virus from S.H.I.E.L.D., the team track them to the Willis Tower[image: External link] in Chicago where they take them out and recover the virus.[91]

Peter David writes Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic, with art by Rock-He Kim. The comic was published on January 28, 2014, and sees David set up key themes for Captain America: The Winter Soldier: "Black Widow and Rumlow[image: External link]...They're okay with doing what they're told. Cap, however, is way more suspicious and wants a clearer idea of what's going on, and is annoyed that S.H.I.E.L.D. isn't big on being forthcoming." On Cap's relationships with new partners Black Widow and Brock Rumlow, "I think he sees her as a valued ally, but [he] tends to be suspicious of the outfit that she works for. He trusts her as someone to have his back in a fight, but I think also believes that if S.H.I.E.L.D. told her to put a knife in his back, she would do so without hesitation, and that can be problematic. Rumlow, meantime, is an eager partner, but Cap doesn't trust him at all. First, there's the suspicion aspect. And second, I think Cap is still gun-shy because the last time he had a partner. Bucky wound up dying—or at least so he believes—and he's not anxious for history to repeat itself."[31]

The Zodiac virus featured heavily in the comic was first introduced to the MCU in the Marvel One-Shot[image: External link] Agent Carter, where it is recovered by the titular character for the SSR, the precursor to S.H.I.E.L.D.[92]
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 Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Infinite Comic – Dangerous Prey (2014)




With one Infinity Stone[image: External link], the Aether, in his possession, the Collector actively searches for the other five, and when he discovers the Orb to be on a desolate planet, he hires the assassin Gamora to retrieve it.[93]

Dan Abnett and Andy Lanning, who revived the Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link] series in 2008, agreed to write the tie-in comic preludes to the film Guardians of the Galaxy, as a favor to director James Gunn[image: External link].[33] The Infinite Comic was released on April 1, 2014, and features art by Andrea De Vito.[32]
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 Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Prelude (2014)




Issue 1 sees Nebula[image: External link], while searching for the Orb, remembering growing up with Gamora and their father, Thanos[image: External link], as well as her recent experiences with Ronan the Accuser[image: External link]. Issue 2 follows Rocket[image: External link] and Groot[image: External link] as bounty hunters in the lead-up to Guardians of the Galaxy.[94][95]

This film prelude was also written by Dan Abnett and Andy Lanning, with Lanning writing the plots based on brainstormed ideas, and Abnett writing the final scripts.[96] With art by Wellinton Alves,[33] the issues were published on April 2 and May 28, 2014, respectively.[97][98] The stories were intended to flesh out the history of the film characters based on the details in Gunn's script,[33] while Abnett also attempted to bridge the feeling of the film with that of the original comics.[96] Speaking on working with familiar characters, but now the film versions of them, Abnett said, "[It's] Fun, but a little odd. The characters of the Prelude comics had to fit very cleanly to the movie versions so there wasn't quite the same opportunity for madcap invention...I had to make sure the tone fitted precisely." Lanning said, "There’s a definite distinction between the Marvel comic universe and the Marvel Cinematic universe...[but] these characters are not so distant to their comic counterparts as to be unrecognizable, they are more like an alternate version, similar to what the Ultimate Universe did."[33]
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 Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron Prelude – This Scepter'd Isle (2015)




Following the Battle of New York, a disgruntled S.H.I.E.L.D. scientist studying Loki's scepter and its connection to the Tesseract is recruited by Hydra to steal the scepter. With it in the possession of high-ranking Hydra member Baron Wolfgang von Strucker[image: External link], Hydra begins experimenting on the scepter, eventually using it to unlock special abilities within two volunteers, the twins Pietro[image: External link] and Wanda Maximoff[image: External link].[99]

Released on February 4, 2015, this comic is written by Pilgrim and illustrated by Wellinton Alves.[36]
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 Marvel's Ant-Man Prelude (2015)




During the Cold War, when Howard Stark demands the Pym Particle Suit, created to shrink its wearer, from S.H.I.E.L.D. scientist Hank Pym[image: External link] to take down radicals in Soviet-occupied Germany who are reverse-engineering Hydra technology, Pym insists on carrying out the mission himself to keep his invention out of the wrong hands.[100] Crossing the Berlin Wall[image: External link] and infiltrating the enemy compound, Pym discovers the plans for Hydra memory suppression technology, and makes his way to a secret lab where the reverse-engineered machine is being tested. Taking out the radicals using the suit's size-changing properties, Pym destroys the technology so that no one can use it. Pym then decides to continue taking missions for S.H.I.E.L.D.[101]

Ant-Man Prelude was written by Pilgrim and illustrated by Miguel Sepulveda,[49] with the two issues released on February 4 and March 4, 2015, respectively.[102][103] The comic was conceived to show Pym using the suit and to explain the quandary that comes with having his technology, to lead up to the film. Though a specific year that the comic takes place in is never specified, Pilgrim explained that it is set in the mid 1980s, when Mikhail Gorbachev[image: External link] served as Soviet leader. Pilgrim described the comic as a "spy action story" with some "thriller elements".[15] Pilgrim wanted the comic to feature the Berlin Wall prominently following a childhood experience with an exhibit recreating part of it.[49]

Hydra's interest in and experimentation with memory suppression technology was previously explored in the film Captain America: The Winter Soldier and the television series Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. and Agent Carter.[104][105][106]
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 Marvel's Ant-Man – Scott Lang: Small Time (2015)




After discovering that his employer is illegally overcharging its customers, and failing to expose the crime thanks to his boss's influence in the media, Scott Lang decides to steal the company's money and return it to the customers. During the robbery, Lang gets carried away and attempts to steal his boss's personal property, including his car. After accidentally crashing the car, Lang is caught and eventually imprisoned.[107]

An infinite comic written by Pilgrim, with art by Wellinton Alves and Daniel Govar, Scott Lang: Small Time was released on March 3, 2015.[37]
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 Marvel's Jessica Jones (2015)




After being beaten by the devil of Hell's Kitchen, Turk Barrett[image: External link] is visited in hospital by private investigator Jessica Jones, who has been hired by one of Barrett's baby mamas[image: External link] to get money from him to support their child.[108]

Prior to the release of Marvel's Jessica Jones television series, a Jessica Jones one-shot was released digitally on October 7, 2015, written by Brian Michael Bendis with art by Michael Gaydos, the original creators of the character. David Mack[image: External link] also returns from the original comic Alias[image: External link] as the cover artist. Print versions of the comic were exclusively handed out at New York Comic Con 2015. Bendis explained that the one-shot "is in the Marvel TV universe and it celebrates the new show".[38][109]

The comic explores "the connective tissue that will build between the series[image: External link]", by having Daredevil appear in a Jessica Jones story.[38]
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 Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude Infinite Comic (2016)




Following the defeat of Hydra[image: External link] at the Triskelion[image: External link], Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier hunts down and kills his remaining Hydra handlers before going on the run. Months later, Brock Rumlow awakes from a coma and learns of Hydra's defeat and the death of his leader, Alexander Pierce[image: External link], deciding to head out on his own. After the battle of Sokovia[image: External link] years later, Captain America is balancing his personal search for Barnes with his duties as leader of the new Avengers. The former leads him and the team to Nigeria, where instead of Barnes they find Rumlow, now going by 'Crossbones'.[40]

Written by Pilgrim,[40] this Prelude Infinite Comic was released on February 10, 2016.[110] The comic is told from the perspective of three different characters, Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier, Brock Rumlow / Crossbones, and Steve Rogers / Captain America, with art for each perspective provided by Lee Ferguson, Goran Sudžuka, and Guillermo Mogorron, respectively.[40]
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 Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude (2016)




The Masters of the Mystic Arts–Kaecilius, Wong[image: External link], Tina Minoru[image: External link] and Daniel Drumm[image: External link]–pursue a woman as she attacks several landmarks around London with a stolen dark sceptre, a powerful artifact. The arrogant Kaecilius attempts to subdue the woman himself, but it takes the combined power of the masters to overcome the sceptre's magic. After reclaiming it, the Masters store the relic in their Sanctum Sanctorum[image: External link] with others like it.[111] Another Master, Mordo[image: External link], and their teacher, the Ancient One[image: External link], face a Chinese group who have discovered the powerful Arrow of Appollon and plan to use it to gain power over innocent civilians. They also successfully retrieve the artifact, and it is placed in the Sanctum as well.[112]

Written by Pilgrim, with art by Jorge Fornés, the two-issues of the Doctor Strange prelude were released on July 6 and August 24, 2016, respectively.[41][113]
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 Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude Infinite Comic – The Zealot (2016)




This Prelude Infinite Comic, centered on Kaecilius, was released on September 7, 2016.[114]
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 Recurring characters




See also: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe film actors and List of Marvel Cinematic Universe television series actors


This table includes characters who have appeared in multiple MCU tie-in comics, headlining at least one.



	Character
	First appearance
	Notes



	Phil Coulson
	Iron Man: I Am Iron Man!
	Coulson was introduced to the MCU in Iron Man, and is portrayed in live action by Clark Gregg.[115]




	Nick Fury
	Fury was introduced to the MCU in Iron Man, and is portrayed in live action by Samuel L. Jackson.[116]




	James "Rhodey" Rhodes

War Machine[image: External link]
	Rhodes was introduced to the MCU in Iron Man, where he was portrayed by Terrence Howard[image: External link] before being recast, with Don Cheadle[image: External link] playing the character in subsequent MCU films.[117]




	Steve Rogers

Captain America[image: External link]
	Captain America: First Vengeance
	Rogers was introduced to the MCU in Captain America: The First Avenger, and is portrayed in live action by Chris Evans[image: External link].[118]




	Natasha Romanoff

Black Widow[image: External link]
	Iron Man 2: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Romanoff was introduced to the MCU in Iron Man 2, and is portrayed in live action by Scarlett Johansson[image: External link].[119]




	Tony Stark

Iron Man
	Iron Man: I Am Iron Man!
	Stark was introduced to the MCU in Iron Man, and is portrayed in live action by Robert Downey, Jr[image: External link].[120]




	Thor[image: External link]
	The Avengers Prelude: Fury's Big Week
	Thor was introduced to the MCU in Thor, and is portrayed in live action by Chris Hemsworth[image: External link].[121]
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 Reception




Jesse Schedeen of IGN gave Public Identity a score of 7.2 out of 10, calling it "far more successful than [previous comic tie-ins]", but criticizing the inconsistent artwork and connections to the wider universe that he found to be irrelevant to the comic's plot.[122] Chad Nevett of Comic Book Resources gave a less positive review, assigning 2 out of 5 stars to the comic, and stating that "The plot has potential and the characters’ voices are spot-on with the movie versions", however, "the lack of likenesses to the actors is a little off-putting, the art also suffers from inconsistency... It’s a solid comic that’s overwhelmed by small problems."[123]

Nevett, again for Comic Book Resources, gave Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. a much more positive review, giving it 4 out of 5 stars, and particularly praising the artwork, while also appreciating the consistent voice throughout the three stories from writer Casey.[61]

At IGN, Schedeen scored First Vengeance 7 out of 10, calling the issues "enjoyable methods of passing the time until [Captain America: The First Avenger releases]".[124] David Hawkins, writing for What Culture, gave the series 3 stars out of 5, calling it "a marketing ploy that has moments of tremendous merit", and singled out Luke Ross' artwork for the third issue as particularly praise-worthy.[125]

Fury's Big Week received praise from CJ Wheeler of Den of Geek, who thought the tone of the series was "a perfect fit for the Marvel Cinematic Universe so far and will get you stoked for what's to come."[126]

Matthew Peterson of Major Spoilers gave Black Widow Strikes a score of 2.5 stars out of 5, and the verdict "An average tale with no major missteps" – he thought that "Writer Van Lente did all that he could to make this feel cinematic, driven and squarely in the Marvel movie universe", but was somewhat disappointed in the final result, and criticized the shifting art styles, before surmising that "In many ways, it’s the ultimate example of a movie tie-in, designed to please fans of both the graphic and live-action Widow without irritation or unwanted questions."[127]

James Hunt of Comic Book Resources found the Iron Man 3 Prelude to be "dull and disappointing", calling the building of stakes around untouchable characters, like War Machine, a mistake, and criticizing the "rushed or phoned in" artwork.[128] Noel Thorne, writing for What Culture, also found the prelude disappointing, calling it a "cheaply put-together cash-grab" and "not even remotely entertaining", and lamented the lack of actual connections with Iron Man 3.[129]

For IGN, Schedeen gave Issue #1 of the Thor: The Dark World Prelude a score of 6 out of 10, stating that it "fails to offer a cohesive story or enough compelling material to justify a purchase", and Issue #2 a score of 5 out of 10, calling it "a dull, pointless lead-in to the next Thor movie." He criticized the focus of the series for serving as an explanation for "nitpicky questions" rather than being an actual lead in to the story of the film, and he found the artwork to be "awkward", "flat and dull".[130][131] "Jay" at Comic Frontline had similar feelings, scoring the comic 3 stars out of 5, stating that, though he liked the issues, and "thought they were solid", he felt they were more like "deleted scenes from the Avengers than a Thor prequel", and they "could have been trimmed down into one issue", rather than being "stretched out to fit two issues just to drain fan’s pockets". He was more positive about the artwork, however, calling the work of Scot Eaton and Ron Lim "beautiful", and praising the work of inkers Andrew Hennessy and Rick Magyar for making the different artwork appear consistent across issues.[132]

Ian Gowan of ComicSpectrum gave the Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic a rating of 3.5 out of 5, calling it "fun but also [a] little light on story" and stating that it increased his excitement for the movie. He found the artwork "serviceable", but stated that the "colored pencil artwork doesn't work...as well in digital comic as it does in a print comic."[133]

Doug Zawisza of Comic Book Resources scored the Guardians of the Galaxy Infinite Comic 3.5 stars out of 5, stating that "While it doesn't openly spoil anything from the upcoming movie, it does flaunt the cards being held in the movie's hand quite a bit." He found the artwork to be "better than pedestrian", but felt the Infinite Comic format was not used to its full potential.[134] A columnist for Cosmic Book News gave an almost entirely positive review of the comic, criticizing only its short length, and highlighting the return of writers Dan Abnett and Andy Lanning to the Guardians of the Galaxy characters as a particularly praise-worthy aspect of the issues.[135]

Zawisza, again for Comic Book Resources, had similar feelings about the Guardians of the Galaxy Prelude, giving it 3.5 stars out of 5 as well, believing it was in "the same spirit as the volume of "Guardians of the Galaxy" that inspired the film's cast of characters", and leading him to surmise that he wanted more, as long as Abnett and Lanning would return as writers. He had high praise for the artwork as well, calling it "very well drawn, showcasing Wellinton Alves' ability to craft worlds and create distinguishable characters."[136]

Schedeen scored Ant-Man Prelude #1 a 6.8 out of 10, indicating an 'okay' comic, stating that "once you ignore the movie connection and just treat this as an Ant-man comic, it doesn't have a great deal to offer", noting that Sepulveda's artwork is inconsistent, and criticizing the lack of similarity between the characters and their live-action counterparts.[137] Zawisza scored the issue 3 stars out of 5, saying that Pilgrim "keeps everyone safe", Sepulveda's artwork is "serviceable", and that "this isn't ground-breaking comics, but it doesn't have to be. It's DVD-style bonus material for the most dedicated fans of the Marvel Cinematic Universe."[138] For the second issue, Schedeen reiterated his previous sentiments. Calling it "unfulfilling", he scored the issue a 5.8 out of 10.[139]
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 Marvel Cinematic Universe-inspired titles




These comics are simply inspired by the films, and are not considered part of the MCU continuity.[15]



	Title
	Issues
	Publication date(s)
	Writer(s)
	Artist(s)



	First published
	Last published



	Iron Man: Fast Friends
	2
	September 17, 2008
	September 30, 2008
	Paul Tobin[2]
	Ronan Cliquet[2]



	Fast Friends explores the friendship between Tony Stark and James Rhodes.[2]



	The Incredible Hulk: The Fury Files
	2
	October 9, 2008
	October 15, 2008
	Frank Tieri[3]
	Salvadore Espin[140]



	Serving as a prequel to The Incredible Hulk, Tieri believed at the time of its release that the comic was tied into the MCU, but it has since been ignored as the MCU continuity has expanded.[3][8]



	Nick Fury: Spies Like Us
	1
	December 4, 2008
	Joe Caramagna[140]
	Hugo Petrus[140]



	A spy story featuring Nick Fury,[141] it was released in the compilation book Iron Man/Hulk/Fury, which also included Iron Man: Fast Friends and The Incredible Hulk: The Fury Files.[140]



	Iron Man 2: Fist of Iron
	1
	November 30, 2010
	Paul Tobin[142]
	Patrick Olliffe, Scott Koblish and Khoi Pham[142]



	An Audi[image: External link] promotional comic that was released for free on the Marvel Comics app, which features Tony Stark stopping thieves on the way to a business meeting.[142]



	Captain America & Thor: Avengers
	1
	July 6, 2011
	Fred Van Lente[143]
	Ron Lim[143]



	A collection of two stories that take some inspiration from the films Captain America: The First Avenger and Thor: "U-Base", which sees Captain America and his Howling Commandos strike a Hydra U-base during World War II; and "Citadel of Spires", featuring Thor, Sif, and Loki on a mission to save Fandral[image: External link].[144]



	The Avengers Initiative
	1
	May 2, 2012
	Fred Van Lente[143]
	Ron Lim[143]



	An all-ages introduction to the Avengers in the lead up to The Avengers' premiere, featuring an individual accessing S.H.I.E.L.D. archives and Nick Fury's assessments of the Avengers.[143]



	Iron Man: The Coming of the Melter
	1
	May 1, 2013
	Christos Gage[145]
	Ron Lim[145]



	Iron Man and War Machine team up to defeat the Melter, a villain who has developed a similar power suit.[146]



	Captain America: Homecoming
	1
	March 26, 2014
	Fred Van Lente[10]
	Tom Grummett[10]



	Inspired by the MCU films The Avengers and Captain America: The Winter Soldier, it follows Steve Rogers / Captain America and Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow as they fight terrorists in New York.[10]



	Guardians of the Galaxy: Galaxy's Most Wanted
	1
	July 2, 2014
	Will Corona Pilgrim[147]
	Andrea Di Vito[147]



	An adventure featuring Rocket Raccoon and Groot, inspired by the film Guardians of the Galaxy.[15][147]



	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: The Chase
	1
	July 25, 2014
	George Kitson[148]
	Mirko Colak, Neil Edwards, and Mirco Pierfederici[148]



	Marvel Custom Solutions and Lexus[image: External link] released a limited single-issue comic tie-in to Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. for San Diego Comic-Con 2014,[12] inspired by the episode " Seeds[image: External link]".



	Avengers: Operation Hydra
	1
	April 22, 2015
	Will Corona Pilgrim[15]
	Andrea Di Vito[15]



	Inspired by The Avengers and Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Operation Hydra depicts the Avengers coming together to fight Hydra, and explores Hawkeye's relationship with the team.[15]



	Ant-Man: Larger Than Life
	1
	June 24, 2015
	Will Corona Pilgrim[149]
	Andrea Di Vito[149]



	A prequel to the film Ant-Man, it follows a young Hank Pym's experiments controlling ants.[149][150]



	Captain America: Road to War
	1
	April 20, 2016
	Will Corona Pilgrim[151]
	Andrea Di Vito[151]



	A prequel to the film Captain America: Civil War, it sees Captain America and Black Widow train the new Avengers to fight the robot Ultimo[image: External link].[151]



	Doctor Strange: Mystic Apprentice
	1
	October 26, 2016
	Will Corona Pilgrim[152]
	Andrea Di Vito[152]



	A story concurrent to the film Doctor Strange, it sees Doctor Strange in Kamar-Taj attempting to tap into his astral form.[153]
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 Collected editions






	Title
	Collected material
	Publication date
	ISBN



	Iron Man: I Am Iron Man!
	Iron Man: I Am Iron Man! #1–2, Iron Man: Security Measures #1, Iron Man #200
	April 14, 2010
	0785145583[image: External link]



	Iron Man 2: Public Identity
	Iron Man 2: Public Identity #1–3, Iron Man 2: Fist of Iron #1, Iron Man 2: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. #1
	October 13, 2010
	0785148582[image: External link]



	Captain America: First Vengeance
	Captain America: First Vengeance #1–4
	July 20, 2011
	0785157255[image: External link]



	Road to Marvel's The Avengers
	Iron Man: I Am Iron Man! #1–2, Iron Man 2: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. #1, Iron Man 2: Public Identity #1–3, Captain America: First Vengeance #1–4
	March 28, 2012
	0785162372[image: External link]



	The Avengers Prelude: Fury's Big Week
	The Avengers Prelude: Fury's Big Week #1–4
	May 16, 2012
	0785163417[image: External link]



	The Avengers Prelude: Black Widow Strikes
	The Avengers Prelude: Black Widow Strikes #1–3, Tales of Suspense #52
	September 19, 2012
	0785165681[image: External link]



	The Avengers Initiative
	Captain America & Thor: Avengers #1, The Avengers Initiative #1
	October 10, 2012
	0785166149[image: External link]



	Iron Man 3 Prelude
	Iron Man 2 #1–2, Iron Man 3 Prelude #1–2, Iron Man (2005) #1
	April 9, 2013
	0785165517[image: External link]



	Thor: The Dark World Prelude
	Thor #1–2, Thor: The Dark World Prelude #1–2, Thor: God of Thunder #13
	October 22, 2013
	0785153780[image: External link]



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier Prelude
	Captain America: The First Avenger #1–2, Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic #1, Captain America (1968) #117, Captain America (2005) #6, The Ultimates #2, Material from Tales of Suspense #57
	April 1, 2014
	0785188770[image: External link]



	Guardians of the Galaxy Prelude
	Guardians of the Galaxy Prelude #1–2, Guardians of the Galaxy Prelude Infinite Comic #1, Iron Man (1968) #55, Strange Tales (1951) #181, Incredible Hulk (1968) #271, Material from Tales to Astonish (1959) #13, Marvel Preview #4
	April 7, 2014
	0785154108[image: External link]



	Marvel's The Avengers: Age of Ultron Prelude
	Marvel's The Avengers #1–2, Avengers: Cinematic Infinite Comic #1, Avengers (1963) #57–58, Avengers (1998) #22, Avengers 12.1
	April 7, 2015
	0785193553[image: External link]



	Marvel's Ant-Man Prelude
	Marvel's Ant-Man Prelude #1-2, Marvel's Ant-Man – Scott Lang: Small Time MCU Infinite Comic #1, Marvel Premiere #47-48, Ant-Man (2015) #1, Age of Ultron 10AI
	June 23, 2015
	0785197982[image: External link]



	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude
	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude #1-4, Civil War: Cinematic Infinite Comic #1, Civil War #1
	April 19, 2016
	0785194401[image: External link]



	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude
	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude #1-2, Marvels Doctor Strange Prelude Infinite Comic #1, Doctor Strange: The Oath #1, Doctor Strange (2015) #1, Strange Tales #110, 115, Marvel Premiere #14
	October 11, 2016
	1302901095[image: External link]



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 Prelude
	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 Prelude #1-2, Giant-Size Avengers #4, Guardians of the Galaxy (1990) #1, Guardians Team-Up #1-2
	April 18, 2017
	130290468X[image: External link]



	Spider-Man: Homecoming Prelude
	Spider-Man: Homecoming Prelude #1-2, Invincible Iron Man (2008) #7, Amazing Spider-Man (1963) #2[154]
	June 20, 2017
	1302905163[image: External link]



	Marvel's Thor: Ragnarok Prelude
	Thor: Ragnarok Prelude #1-4, Thor (1966) #361, Incredible Hulk (2000) #95[47]
	October 17, 2017
	0785194606[image: External link]
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List of Marvel Cinematic Universe Films






The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) films are an American series of superhero films, based on characters that appear in publications by Marvel Comics. The films have been in production since 2007, and in that time Marvel Studios has produced 15 films, with 11 more in various stages of production. The series has collectively grossed over $11.7 billion at the global box office, making it the highest-grossing film franchise[image: External link] of all-time.

Kevin Feige has produced every film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Avi Arad served as a producer on the two 2008 releases, and Gale Anne Hurd also produced The Incredible Hulk. Amy Pascal is set to produce Spider-Man: Homecoming. The films are written and directed by a variety of individuals and feature large, often ensemble[image: External link], casts. Many of the actors, including Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans[image: External link], Chris Hemsworth[image: External link], Samuel L. Jackson and Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] signed contracts to star in numerous films.

The first film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe was Iron Man (2008), which was distributed by Paramount Pictures. Paramount also distributed Iron Man 2 (2010), Thor (2011) and Captain America: The First Avenger (2011), while Universal Pictures distributed The Incredible Hulk (2008). Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures began distributing the films with the 2012 crossover film The Avengers,[1][2] which concluded Phase One of the franchise. Phase Two includes Iron Man 3 (2013), Thor: The Dark World (2013), Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014), Guardians of the Galaxy (2014), Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), and Ant-Man (2015).

Captain America: Civil War (2016) is the first film in the franchise's Phase Three, and is followed by Doctor Strange (2016) and Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (2017), with Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017), Thor: Ragnarok (2017), Black Panther (2018), Avengers: Infinity War (2018), Ant-Man and the Wasp (2018), Captain Marvel (2019) and an untitled Avengers film (2019) scheduled for the phase. Sony Pictures will distribute the Spider-Man films, which they will continue to own, finance, and have final creative control over.[3]

Spider-Man: Homecoming 2 has been scheduled for 2019, alongside three untitled films scheduled for 2020, and Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 has been announced. Feige has indicated that Marvel may abandon the phase grouping after the conclusion of Phase Three.

Phase One: Avengers Assembled



	Film[4][5]
	U.S. release date
	Director
	Screenwriter(s)
	Producer(s)



	Iron Man
	May 2, 2008
	Jon Favreau[6]
	Mark Fergus & Hawk Ostby and Art Marcum & Matt Holloway[6][7]
	Avi Arad and Kevin Feige



	The Incredible Hulk
	June 13, 2008
	Louis Leterrier[8]
	Zak Penn[9]
	Avi Arad, Gale Anne Hurd and Kevin Feige



	Iron Man 2
	May 7, 2010
	Jon Favreau[10]
	Justin Theroux[11]
	Kevin Feige



	Thor
	May 6, 2011
	Kenneth Branagh[image: External link][12]
	Ashley Edward Miller & Zack Stentz and Don Payne[13]



	Captain America: The First Avenger
	July 22, 2011
	Joe Johnston[14]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link][15]



	Marvel's The Avengers
	May 4, 2012
	Joss Whedon[16]




Iron Man (2008)

Main article: Iron Man (2008 film)


Billionaire industrialist Tony Stark builds himself a suit of armor after he is taken captive by a terrorist organization. Free from his captors, he decides to upgrade and don his armor as Iron Man in order to hunt down weapons that were sold under the table.[18]

In April 2006, Marvel hired Jon Favreau to direct Iron Man,[6] with Arthur Marcum & Matt Holloway, and Mark Fergus & Hawk Ostby writing competing scripts.[6][19] Favreau consolidated both into one script, which was then polished by John August[image: External link].[7] Robert Downey, Jr. was cast in the title role in September 2006, after growing out a goatee and working out to convince the filmmakers he was right for the part.[20] Principal photography[image: External link] began on March 12, 2007,[21] with the first few weeks spent on Stark's captivity in Afghanistan,[22] which was filmed in Inyo County, California[image: External link].[23] Production also occurred on the former Hughes Company[image: External link] soundstages in Playa Vista, Los Angeles, California[image: External link],[24] with additional filming at Edwards Air Force Base[image: External link][25] and Caesars Palace[image: External link] in Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link].[26] Iron Man premiered at the Greater Union[image: External link] theater in George Street, Sydney[image: External link], on April 14, 2008,[27] and was released internationally on April 30, and in North America on May 2.[28][29]

The film ends with a post-credits scene[image: External link] featuring Samuel L. Jackson as Nick Fury, who approaches Stark regarding the "Avenger Initiative". Favreau said that he included the scene as "a little tip of the hat for the fans...a way to sort of tee up The Avengers." Jackson was only on set for a day, with a skeletal crew to avoid the news of his cameo leaking.[30] Captain America's shield[image: External link] is also visible in the background of a scene; it was added by an ILM[image: External link] artist as a joke, and Favreau decided to leave it in the film.[31]



The Incredible Hulk (2008)

Main article: The Incredible Hulk (film)


After being exposed to gamma radiation that causes him to transform into the monstrous Hulk, scientist Bruce Banner goes on the run and isolates himself from his love, Betty Ross[image: External link]. Hunted by the military, Banner seeks to cure himself and prevent his condition from being weaponized.[32]

In January 2006,[33] Marvel reclaimed the film rights for the Hulk character from Universal Pictures after Universal failed to meet a deadline to develop a sequel to director Ang Lee[image: External link]'s 2003 film Hulk[image: External link].[34] Universal retained distribution rights for future Hulk films.[34] Instead of moving forward with a sequel, Marvel hired Louis Leterrier to direct The Incredible Hulk, a reboot[image: External link].[8] Leterrier initially turned down the job out of respect for Lee, but later reconsidered and signed on.[8] The script was written by Zak Penn, who drafted a treatment for the 2003 film.[35] In April 2006, Edward Norton[image: External link] entered negotiations to portray Bruce Banner and rewrite Penn's script,[36] although Penn received sole credit for the screenplay.[9] Production began on July 9, 2007 and filming primarily took place in Toronto[image: External link],[37] with additional filming in New York City[image: External link] and Rio de Janeiro[image: External link].[38] The film premiered at the Gibson Amphitheatre[image: External link] on June 8, 2008, and was released on June 13.[39][40]

The film takes place simultaneously with the events of Iron Man 2 and Thor.[41] Downey briefly reprised his role from Iron Man as Tony Stark in a cameo appearance at the end of the film. Downey said that the filmmakers "were just cross-pollinating our superheroes. It happens to be a scene where I basically approach [actor William Hurt[image: External link]'s character General Ross], and we may be considering going into some sort of limited partnership together. The great thing is he—and I don't want to give too much away—but he's in disrepair at the time I find him. It was really fun seeing him play this really powerful character who's half in the bag."[42] In addition, Captain America[image: External link] is briefly seen frozen in ice in an alternate opening of the film, included in the DVD release.[43]

Iron Man 2 (2010)

Main article: Iron Man 2


After Tony Stark reveals himself to be Iron Man, the U.S. government demands he hand over his technology. Meanwhile, a rival industrialist and a Russian scientist[image: External link] conspire to use his own technology against him.[44]

Immediately following the successful release of Iron Man in May 2008, Marvel Studios announced it was developing a sequel, Iron Man 2.[45] Favreau returned as director[10] and Justin Theroux was hired to write the screenplay, which would be based on an original story by Favreau and Downey.[11] In October 2008, Downey signed a new four-picture deal, that retroactively included the first film, to reprise his role and Don Cheadle[image: External link] was hired to replace Terrance Howard[image: External link] as James Rhodes[image: External link].[46][47] Jackson signed on to reprise his role as Nick Fury from the Iron Man post-credits sequence in up to nine films,[48] and Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] was cast as the Black Widow[image: External link], as part of a multi-film commitment.[49] Principal photography began April 6, 2009,[50] at the Pasadena Masonic Temple in Pasadena, California[image: External link].[51] The majority of filming took place at Raleigh Studios in Manhattan Beach, California[image: External link].[52] Other locations included Edwards Air Force Base,[53] Monaco[image: External link],[54] and the Sepulveda Dam[image: External link].[52] Iron Man 2 premiered at the El Capitan Theatre[image: External link] in Los Angeles, California[image: External link] on April 26, 2010,[55] and was released internationally between April 28 and May 7 before releasing in North America on May 7.[56]

The film takes place simultaneously with the events of The Incredible Hulk and Thor.[41] The filmmakers continued to reference other Marvel films by again including Captain America's shield. Favreau explained, "We introduced Captain America's shield briefly in one shot in the last film. So now it really was in his room, so we had to figure out how to deal with the reality that the shield was in his workshop."[31] A scene toward the end of Iron Man 2 in a S.H.I.E.L.D. safe house contains several Easter eggs[image: External link], ranging from footage from The Incredible Hulk displayed on a monitor to pointers on a map indicating several locales related to other Marvel films, including one pointing toward a region of Africa in reference to the Black Panther[image: External link].[57] The film's post-credits scene showed the discovery of Thor's hammer[image: External link] in a crater.[58]

Thor (2011)

Main article: Thor (film)


Thor[image: External link], crown prince of Asgard, is banished to Earth and stripped of his powers after he reignites a dormant war. As his brother, Loki, plots to take the throne for himself, Thor must prove himself worthy and reclaim his hammer Mjolnir.[59]

Mark Protosevich[image: External link] was hired to develop a script for Thor in April 2006, after the rights were acquired from Sony Pictures.[6] In August 2007 Marvel hired Matthew Vaughn[image: External link] to direct the film,[60] however he exited the project in May 2008.[61] In September 2008, Kenneth Branagh[image: External link] entered into negotiations to replace Vaughn.[12] In May 2009, Chris Hemsworth[image: External link] was in negotiations to portray the titular character,[62] and Tom Hiddleston[image: External link] was set to play his brother, Loki.[63] Both actors were contracted to star in several films.[64] Marvel hired Ashley Edward Miller & Zack Stentz to write a new script for the film, which was then rewritten by Don Payne.[13] Production began on January 11, 2010 in Los Angeles, California,[65] before moving to Galisteo, New Mexico[image: External link] in March.[66] Thor had its world premiere on April 17, 2011 at the Event Cinemas theatre in George Street, Sydney[67] and a U.S. premiere on May 2 at the El Capitan Theatre in Los Angeles, California.[68] The film was released internationally from April 21 to 30, and on May 6 in North America.[69]

The film takes place simultaneously with the events of The Incredible Hulk and Iron Man 2.[41] Clark Gregg, who appeared in Iron Man and Iron Man 2 as S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Phil Coulson, reprised the role in Thor. About his role in Thor he stated, "Agent Coulson was one of the guys who wasn't really in the comic books, and he [had] a very kind of small role in Iron Man. And I was just very lucky that they chose to expand that character and [chose] to put him more into the universe of it."[70] After signing on to appear as Clint Barton / Hawkeye in The Avengers, Jeremy Renner[image: External link] made a cameo appearance as the character during a scene in Thor.[71] Branagh said that they "were always going to have a guy in a basket above the action where Thor breaks in the S.H.I.E.L.D. camp", and that he was thrilled when the producers told him they wanted to use Renner's Hawkeye for that role.[72] The film ends with a post-credits scene featuring Loki, watching as Erik Selvig and Nick Fury discuss the Tesseract[image: External link].[73] The scene was directed by Joss Whedon, who directed The Avengers.[74] Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link], who played Selvig, said the scene was not included when he first read the screenplay for Thor, and that he was sent pages for the scene after agreeing to appear in The Avengers.[75]

Captain America: The First Avenger (2011)

Main article: Captain America: The First Avenger


In 1942, Steve Rogers is deemed physically unfit to enlist in the U.S. Army[image: External link] and fight the Nazis[image: External link] in World War II[image: External link]. Recruited for a secret military operation, he is physically transformed into a super-soldier dubbed Captain America[image: External link] and must battle the Red Skull[image: External link], head of a Nazi weaponry division known as Hydra[image: External link].[76]

In April 2006, Marvel hired David Self[image: External link] to write the script for a Captain America film.[6] Joe Johnston signed on to direct in November 2008,[14] and Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link] were hired to rewrite the script.[15] In March 2010, Chris Evans[image: External link] was cast as Captain America and Hugo Weaving[image: External link] was cast as the Red Skull.[77] Production began on June 28, 2010 in the United Kingdom,[78] with locations in London,[79] Caerwent[image: External link],[80] Manchester[image: External link] and Liverpool[image: External link].[81] The film premiered on July 19, 2011, at the El Capitan Theatre in Los Angeles, California,[82] and was released in North America on July 22, and in international markets starting July 27.[83]

The Tesseract from the Thor post-credits scene appears as a MacGuffin[image: External link] in Captain America: The First Avenger.[84] In the film, Dominic Cooper portrays a young Howard Stark, the father of Tony Stark,[85] who hosts an early version of the Stark Expo, the fair Tony hosts in Iron Man 2.[86] The final scene of the film includes a brief appearance by Jackson's Nick Fury followed by a teaser trailer[image: External link] for Marvel's The Avengers after the credits.[87]

Marvel's The Avengers (2012)

Main article: The Avengers (2012 film)


Nick Fury, the director of S.H.I.E.L.D., gathers the superheroes Iron Man, Thor, Captain America, the Hulk, Black Widow and Hawkeye to fight Thor's brother Loki, who plots to subjugate the Earth.[88]

Zak Penn, who wrote The Incredible Hulk, was hired to write a script for The Avengers in June 2007.[89] In April 2010, Joss Whedon closed a deal to direct the film, and to rework Penn's script.[16] Marvel announced that Edward Norton would not be reprising the role of Bruce Banner / Hulk,[90] and in July 2010, Mark Ruffalo[image: External link] was cast in his place.[91] Downey, Evans, Hemsworth, Johansson, Renner, Hiddleston and Jackson reprised their respective roles from previous films.[92] Principal photography began in April 2011 in Albuquerque, New Mexico[image: External link],[88] before moving to Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link] in August,[93] and New York City in September.[94] The premiere was held on April 11, 2012 at the El Capitan Theatre in Los Angeles, California,[95] and the film was released in North America on May 4.[96]

Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link], who portrayed Pepper Potts in Iron Man and Iron Man 2, was included in the film at Downey's insistence. Prior to this, Whedon had not intended the film to include supporting characters from the heroes' individual films, commenting, "You need to separate the characters from their support systems in order to create the isolation you need for a team."[97] Avi Arad said that Sony Pictures and Disney discussed incorporating the OsCorp Tower from The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] into the climax of The Avengers,[98] but Feige said that "the deal was never close to happening."[99] The supervillain Thanos[image: External link] appears in a mid-credits scene, portrayed by Damion Poitier[image: External link].[100]



Phase Two



	Film[4][5][101]
	U.S. release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Producer



	Iron Man 3
	May 3, 2013
	Shane Black[102]
	Drew Pearce and Shane Black[102][103]
	Kevin Feige



	Thor: The Dark World
	November 8, 2013
	Alan Taylor[104]
	Christopher Yost and Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[105]



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	April 4, 2014
	Anthony and Joe Russo[106]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[107]



	Guardians of the Galaxy
	August 1, 2014
	James Gunn[108]
	James Gunn and Nicole Perlman[109]



	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	May 1, 2015
	Joss Whedon[110]



	Ant-Man
	July 17, 2015
	Peyton Reed[111]
	Edgar Wright & Joe Cornish[image: External link] and Adam McKay & Paul Rudd[112]




Iron Man 3 (2013)

Main article: Iron Man 3


Tony Stark faces a powerful enemy, the Mandarin[image: External link], who attacks and destroys his mansion. Left to his own devices and battling posttraumatic stress disorder[image: External link], Stark struggles to get to the bottom of a series of mysterious explosions.[113]

In late 2010, Marvel and Disney announced that they were developing a third Iron Man film.[114] In February 2011, Marvel hired Shane Black to direct Iron Man 3.[115] Black co-wrote the film's script with Drew Pearce.[102][103] Downey, Paltrow, and Cheadle reprised their roles from Iron Man 2, while Guy Pearce[image: External link] and Ben Kingsley joined the cast as Aldrich Killian[image: External link] and Trevor Slattery, respectively.[116] Filming began in May 2012, in North Carolina[image: External link].[117] Additional filming took place in southern Florida[image: External link],[118] China[image: External link],[119] and Los Angeles[image: External link].[120] Iron Man 3 premiered at Le Grand Rex[image: External link] in Paris, France on April 14, 2013 and at the El Capitan Theatre in Los Angeles, California on April 24.[121][122] The film released internationally on April 25,[123] and in the United States. on May 3.[114]

The film is set six months after the events that occurred in The Avengers.[124] In the film Tony Stark experiences PTSD[image: External link]-like symptoms following the Battle of New York in The Avengers. Black explained, "that's an anxiety response to feeling inferior to The Avengers, but also to being humbled by sights he cannot possibly begin to understand or reconcile with the realities he's used to... There's a line in the movie about 'ever since that big guy with the hammer fell out of the sky, the rules have changed'. That's what we're dealing with here."[125] Dr. Bruce Banner appears in a post-credits scene, with Ruffalo reprising the role. About the scene, Ruffalo said "They were about to wrap the movie and I saw Robert [Downey, Jr.] at the Academy Awards... and he said, 'What do you think about coming and doing a day?' I said, 'Are you kidding me? Bang, lets do it!' We sort of spitballed that scene, then I came in and we shot for a couple of hours and laughed."[126]



Thor: The Dark World (2013)

Main article: Thor: The Dark World


Thor reunites with astrophysicist[image: External link] Jane Foster[image: External link] as a series of portals, linking worlds at random, begin to appear. He discovers that Malekith[image: External link] and his army of Dark Elves[image: External link] have returned after thousands of years, and they seek a powerful weapon known as the Aether. Thor must join forces with his now-imprisoned brother Loki to stop them.[105]

A sequel to Thor was first announced in June 2011, with Hemsworth reprising his role as Thor.[127] Hiddleston confirmed he would return as Loki in September,[128] and Alan Taylor signed on to direct the film in December.[104] The film's title was announced as Thor: The Dark World in July 2012 at the San Diego Comic-Con International,[129] and Christopher Eccleston[image: External link] was cast as Malekith a month later.[130] Production started in September 2012 in Bourne Wood[image: External link], Surrey[image: External link],[131] with additional filming taking place in Iceland[image: External link] and London[image: External link].[132][133] The film premiered at the Odeon Leicester Square[image: External link] in London on October 22, 2013.[134] It was internationally released on October 30, 2013 and on November 8, 2013 in North America.[135]

The film is set one year after the events of The Avengers.[136] Evans briefly makes a cameo appearance in the film as Captain America when Loki shapeshifts into him while mocking Thor.[137] Hiddleston wore the Captain America costume while standing in for Evans, before Evans came to shoot the scene. Hiddleston said, "I did an impression of Loki in the Captain America costume, and then they showed Chris [Evans] my performance on tape. It's him doing an impression of me doing an impression of him. And it's brilliant."[137] James Gunn, the director of Guardians of the Galaxy, directed the mid-credits scene which featured the Collector, played by Benicio del Toro. Asked about shooting the scene, Gunn said, "I got the script that morning, and I did it in two hours at the end of a day of second unit shooting [for Guardians of the Galaxy]."[138]

Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014)

Main article: Captain America: The Winter Soldier


Steve Rogers, now working with S.H.I.E.L.D., teams up with Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow and Sam Wilson / Falcon to expose a deep conspiracy which involves a mysterious assassin known only as the Winter Soldier[image: External link].[139]

A sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger was announced in April 2012.[140] Anthony and Joe Russo were hired to direct in June,[106] and in July it was officially titled Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[129] Evans and Jackson were set to reprise their respective roles as Captain America and Nick Fury,[106] and Johansson would again play the Black Widow.[141] Sebastian Stan[image: External link], who portrayed Bucky[image: External link] in Captain America: The First Avenger, returned as the Winter Soldier.[142] Production started in April 2013 in Manhattan Beach, California, and filming also took place in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio.[143][144] The film premiered in Los Angeles on March 13, 2014.[145] Captain America: The Winter Soldier was released internationally on March 26[146] and in North America on April 4.[140]

The film is set two years after the events of The Avengers.[124] Stephen Strange, the alter-ego of the Marvel superhero Doctor Strange[image: External link], is mentioned by name in the film by the character Jasper Sitwell.[147] A remodeled Stark Tower[image: External link] from The Avengers, now known as Avengers Tower, also makes an appearance in the film.[148] Whedon directed a post-credits scene featuring Baron Wolfgang von Strucker[image: External link] (Thomas Kretschmann[image: External link]), Dr. List (Henry Goodman[image: External link]), Quicksilver[image: External link] (Aaron Taylor-Johnson[image: External link]), and the Scarlet Witch[image: External link] (Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link]), who appear in Avengers: Age of Ultron.[149][150] The revelation in the film that S.H.I.E.L.D. had been infiltrated by Hydra informed the final six episodes of the first season of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., a television series set in the MCU.[151][152]

Guardians of the Galaxy (2014)

Main article: Guardians of the Galaxy (film)


Peter Quill / Star-Lord and a group of misfits, including Gamora, Rocket[image: External link], Drax the Destroyer and Groot[image: External link], fight to keep a powerful orb from the clutches of the villainous Ronan[image: External link].[153][154][155]

Nicole Perlman began writing a screenplay in 2009.[156] Marvel Studios announced it was developing a Guardians of the Galaxy film in July 2012.[129] The film is directed by James Gunn, based on his and Perlman's screenplay.[108] In February 2013, Chris Pratt was cast in the lead role, as Peter Quill / Star-Lord.[157] The film was shot at Shepperton Studios[image: External link] and in London[image: External link] from July to October 2013,[158] and post-production work was completed on July 7, 2014.[159] The film premiered on July 21, 2014 in Hollywood.[160] Guardians of the Galaxy was released in the United Kingdom on July 31, 2014,[161] and in North America on August 1.[129]

Josh Brolin[image: External link] provides the voice and performance capture[image: External link] for Thanos,[162] the supervillain who appeared in The Avengers mid-credits scene. Gunn noted that the film would be connected to Avengers: Infinity War.[163] Several other objects of significance appear in the Collector's museum, including a Chitauri[image: External link] from The Avengers and a Dark Elf[image: External link] from Thor: The Dark World, among other characters. About their appearances Gunn said, "There's a lot of stuff in the Collector's Museum. And for me, it was mostly just really fun. As a Marvel fan, giving the actual fans something that they can freeze frame on their Blu-Ray at home and just kind of pick out everything that's in there. So there are, I mean, seriously all those boxes have something interesting in them, so it's pretty fun."[164] Ronan's race, the Kree[image: External link], were first introduced in the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. episode " T.A.H.I.T.I.[image: External link]".[165][166]

Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015)

Main article: Avengers: Age of Ultron


Iron Man, Captain America, Thor, the Hulk, Black Widow, and Hawkeye must work together as the Avengers to defeat Ultron[image: External link], a technological enemy bent on human extinction, while encountering the powerful twins Pietro[image: External link] and Wanda Maximoff[image: External link], as well as the new entity Vision.[167][168]

A sequel to The Avengers was announced by Disney in May 2012, shortly after the first film's release.[169] In August 2012, Joss Whedon was signed to return as writer and director.[110] In June 2013, Downey signed a deal to reprise the role of Iron Man for the second and third Avengers films.[170] On July 20, 2013, at San Diego Comic-Con International, Whedon announced that the subtitle of the film would be Age of Ultron.[171] In August 2013, James Spader[image: External link] was announced to portray Ultron.[172] Second unit[image: External link] filming began on February 11, 2014 in Johannesburg[image: External link], South Africa.[173][174] Principal photography began in March 2014 at Shepperton Studios in Surrey, England,[170][175] with additional footage filmed at Fort Bard[image: External link] and various other locations in the Aosta Valley[image: External link] region of Italy,[176] and Seoul[image: External link], South Korea.[177] Filming was completed on August 6, 2014.[178] Avengers: Age of Ultron had its world premiere in Los Angeles on April 13, 2015,[179] and was released internationally beginning April 22,[180] and on May 1 in North America.[181]

The film confirms that the gem in Loki's scepter is an Infinity Stone, specifically the Mind Stone, and Brolin reappears as Thanos in the mid-credit scene wielding an Infinity Gauntlet.[182] It also features references to Vibranium[image: External link] and Wakanda, both connections to Black Panther, introducing both to the universe ahead of Black Panther's solo film. Additionally, Andy Serkis[image: External link] portrays Ulysses Klaue[image: External link] in the film, traditionally a Black Panther antagonist.[183]

Ant-Man (2015)

Main article: Ant-Man (film)


Thief Scott Lang must aid his mentor Dr. Hank Pym[image: External link] in safeguarding the mystery of the Ant-Man technology, which allows its user to decrease in size but increase in strength, from various menaces and plot a heist to defend the Earth.[111]

Ant-Man is directed by Peyton Reed with a screenplay written by Edgar Wright & Joe Cornish[image: External link] and Adam McKay & Paul Rudd, from a story by Wright & Cornish, that includes both Scott Lang and Hank Pym[image: External link].[111][112] Edgar Wright was initially slated to direct and write the film, but left the project in May 2014 due to creative differences.[184][185] In January 2013, Feige stated that Ant-Man would be the first film in Phase Three of the Marvel Cinematic Universe.[186] However, in October 2014, it was revealed that the film would be the last film of Phase Two.[101] Pre-production[image: External link] started in October 2013,[187] and principal photography took place from August to December 2014[188] in San Francisco[image: External link],[189] Fayette County, Georgia[image: External link] at Pinewood Atlanta[image: External link],[190] and Downtown Atlanta[image: External link].[191] In December 2013, Rudd was cast as Ant-Man,[192] followed in January 2014 with the casting of Michael Douglas[image: External link] as Pym and the confirmation of Rudd as Lang.[193] Ant-Man had its world premiere in Los Angeles on June 29, 2015,[194] and was released in France on July 14,[195] and in North America on July 17.[196]

The film is set several months after the events of Avengers: Age of Ultron.[197] Scott Lang attempts to infiltrate the new Avengers headquarters in Upstate New York featured in Age of Ultron, and confronts Sam Wilson / Falcon, played by Anthony Mackie. McKay and Rudd decided to add Falcon to Ant-Man after watching Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[198] The Russo brothers filmed the post-credit scene, which was footage from Captain America: Civil War,[199][200] and features Falcon (Mackie), Captain America (Chris Evans) and Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier (Sebastian Stan).[201]

Phase Three



	Film[101][202][203]
	U.S. release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Producer



	Captain America: Civil War
	May 6, 2016
	Anthony and Joe Russo[204]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[204]
	Kevin Feige



	Doctor Strange
	November 4, 2016
	Scott Derrickson[205]
	Jon Spaihts and Scott Derrickson & C. Robert Cargill[206]



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2
	May 5, 2017
	James Gunn[109]




Captain America: Civil War (2016)

Main article: Captain America: Civil War


The Avengers become fractured into two opposing teams, one led by Captain America and another by Iron Man, after extensive collateral damage prompts politicians to pass an act regulating superhuman activity[image: External link] with government oversight and accountability for the Avengers.[207][208]

By January 2014, Anthony and Joe Russo had signed on to return to direct a third Captain America installment, which they confirmed in March 2014, with Chris Evans returning as Captain America, Feige returning to produce, and Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely writing the screenplay.[209][204] In October 2014, the title was officially announced as Captain America: Civil War along with the reveal that Downey would appear in the film as Tony Stark / Iron Man.[210][211] The film is an adaptation from the "Civil War[image: External link]" storyline in the comics.[212] It is also the first film of Phase Three.[101][202][213] Filming began in April 2015 at Pinewood Atlanta,[214][215] and concluded in August 2015.[216] Captain America: Civil War had its premiere in Hollywood on April 12, 2016,[217] was released internationally beginning April 27,[218] and was released on May 6 in North America.[219]

The film is set one year after the events of Avengers: Age of Ultron.[220] Captain America: Civil War introduces Tom Holland[image: External link] as Peter Parker / Spider-Man and Chadwick Boseman[image: External link] as T'Challa / Black Panther[image: External link] to the MCU, who appear in solo films in 2017 and 2018, respectively.[221][222] For the mid-credits scene, in which Black Panther offers Captain America and Bucky Barnes asylum in Wakanda[image: External link], Joe and Anthony Russo received input from Black Panther director Ryan Coogler on the look and design of Wakanda.[223]



Doctor Strange (2016)

Main article: Doctor Strange (film)


After Stephen Strange[image: External link], the world's top neurosurgeon[image: External link], is involved in a car accident that ruins his career, he sets out on a journey of healing, where he encounters the Ancient One[image: External link], who teaches Strange the use of Mystic Arts.[224][225]

In June 2010, Thomas Dean Donnelly and Joshua Oppenheimer[image: External link] were hired to write the screenplay for a film starring the character Doctor Strange.[226] In January 2013, Kevin Feige confirmed that Doctor Strange would be a part of their Phase Three slate of films.[227] In June 2014, Scott Derrickson was hired to direct.[205] In December 2014, Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link] was cast in the eponymous role, and Jon Spaihts was confirmed to rewrite the script.[228][229] In December 2015, C. Robert Cargill revealed he was a co-writer on the film,[230] and the following April, revealed that Derrickson also wrote the script.[231] Pre-production began in June 2014,[232] with filming beginning in November 2015 in Nepal[image: External link], before moving to Longcross Studios[image: External link] in the UK later in the month.[233][234] Filming concluded in New York City in April 2016.[235][236] Doctor Strange had its premiere in Hong Kong[image: External link] on October 13, 2016,[237] and was released in the United Kingdom on October 25, 2016,[238] and on November 4 in the United States.[211]

Derrickson stated that the events of the film take "roughly" a year, ending "up to date with the rest of the MCU". Doctor Strange introduces the Eye of Agamotto[image: External link], a mystical relic that can manipulate time and is revealed to be an Infinity Stone at the end of the film,[239] specifically the Time Stone.[240] The film's mid-credits scene features a cameo appearance by Hemsworth as Thor, meeting with Strange to set up the events of Thor: Ragnarok. The scene was directed by Ragnarok director Taika Waititi.[240]

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (2017)

Main article: Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2


The Guardians of the Galaxy travel throughout the cosmos and struggle to keep their newfound family together while helping Peter Quill learn more about his true parentage.[241]

In July 2014, Guardians of the Galaxy co-writer Nicole Perlman confirmed that Gunn would return to write and direct the sequel.[109][242] Chris Pratt returns for the sequel as Peter Quill / Star-Lord,[243][244] along with the other Guardians from the first film as well as additional cast members.[244] They are joined by Pom Klementieff[image: External link] as Mantis[image: External link],[245][244] and Kurt Russell[image: External link] as Ego[image: External link].[244][246] In June 2015, the film's title was revealed as Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2.[247] Filming began in February 2016 at Pinewood Atlanta,[248][249] and concluded in June 2016.[250] Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 premiered in Tokyo on April 10, 2017,[251] and was released on May 5, 2017.[211]

The film is set two-to-three months after the events of Guardians of the Galaxy.[252][253] One of the film's post-credit sequences hints at the introduction of Adam Warlock[image: External link],[254] after Gunn originally intended for Warlock to make a full appearance in Vol. 2. He noted that Warlock could appear in future Guardians films, and is considered "a pretty important part" of the cosmic side of the Marvel Cinematic Universe.[255] The Grandmaster[image: External link], played by Jeff Goldblum[image: External link], is seen dancing in the end credits, before his appearance in Thor: Ragnarok.[256]



Recurring cast and characters

Further information: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe film actors



List indicator(s)


	This table only includes characters which have appeared in multiple film franchises within the Marvel Cinematic Universe, and have appeared in the billing block for at least two films. (see FAQ[image: External link])

	A dark grey cell indicates the character was not in the franchise, or that the character's presence in a film of the franchise has not yet been announced.

	A V indicates a voice-only role







	Character
	Ant-Man films
	Avengers films
	Black Panther
	Captain America films
	Doctor Strange
	Guardians of the Galaxy films
	The Incredible Hulk
	Iron Man films
	Spider-Man films
	Thor films



	Bruce Banner

Hulk
	 
	Mark Ruffalo[image: External link][91]
	 
	Edward Norton[image: External link][36]

Lou Ferrigno[image: External link]V [257]
	Mark Ruffalo[126]
	 
	Mark Ruffalo[258]



	James "Bucky" Barnes

Winter Soldier[image: External link]
	Sebastian Stan[image: External link][201][259]
	 
	Sebastian Stan[260]
	 



	Clint Barton

Hawkeye
	 
	Jeremy Renner[image: External link][92]
	 
	Jeremy Renner[261]
	 
	Jeremy Renner[71]



	Peggy Carter
	Hayley Atwell[262][263]
	 
	Hayley Atwell[260]
	 



	Drax the Destroyer
	
	Dave Bautista[264]
	
	Dave Bautista[244]
	



	Gamora
	
	Zoe Saldana[image: External link][265]
	
	Zoe Saldana[244]
	



	Groot[image: External link]
	
	Vin Diesel[image: External link]V [266]
	
	Vin DieselV [244]
	



	Nick Fury
	 
	Samuel L. Jackson[267]
	 
	Samuel L. Jackson[267]
	 
	Samuel L. Jackson[30]
	 
	Samuel L. Jackson[267]



	Heimdall[image: External link]
	 
	Idris Elba[image: External link][268]
	 
	Idris Elba[269]



	Maria Hill
	 
	Cobie Smulders[270]
	 
	Cobie Smulders[271]
	 



	Harold "Happy" Hogan[image: External link]
	 
	Jon Favreau[272][273]
	 



	Scott Lang

Ant-Man
	Paul Rudd[274]
	 
	Paul Rudd[207]
	 



	Loki
	 
	Tom Hiddleston[image: External link][275]
	 
	Tom Hiddleston[63]



	Wanda Maximoff

Scarlet Witch[image: External link]
	 
	Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link][276]
	 
	Elizabeth Olsen[150]
	 



	Nebula[image: External link]
	
	Karen Gillan[image: External link][277]
	
	Karen Gillan[244]
	



	Peter Parker

Spider-Man
	 
	Tom Holland[image: External link][278]
	 
	Tom Holland[221]
	 
	Tom Holland[279]
	 



	Virginia "Pepper" Potts[image: External link]
	 
	Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link][97]
	 
	Gwyneth Paltrow[280]
	 



	Peter Quill

Star-Lord
	
	Chris Pratt[281]
	
	Chris Pratt[157]
	



	James "Rhodey" Rhodes

War Machine[image: External link] / Iron Patriot[image: External link]
	 
	Don Cheadle[image: External link][282]
	 
	Don Cheadle[207]
	 
	Terrence Howard[image: External link][280]

Don Cheadle[283]
	 



	Steve Rogers

Captain America[image: External link]
	Chris Evans[image: External link][201][77]
	 
	Chris Evans[77]
	 
	Chris Evans[284][137]



	Natasha Romanoff

Black Widow
	 
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link][49]
	 
	Scarlett Johansson[141]
	 
	Scarlett Johansson[49]
	 



	Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross[image: External link]
	 
	William Hurt[image: External link][207]
	 
	William Hurt[257]
	 



	Erik Selvig
	 
	Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link][75]
	 
	Stellan Skarsgård[75]



	Tony Stark

Iron Man
	 
	Robert Downey, Jr.[46]
	 
	Robert Downey, Jr.[210]
	 
	Robert Downey, Jr.[210][42][20][285]
	 



	Stephen Strange[image: External link]
	 
	Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link][286]
	
	Benedict Cumberbatch[228]
	
	Benedict Cumberbatch[240]



	T'Challa

Black Panther[image: External link]
	 
	Chadwick Boseman[image: External link][222][287]
	 



	Thor[image: External link]
	 
	Chris Hemsworth[image: External link][92]
	 
	Chris Hemsworth[240]
	 
	Chris Hemsworth[62]



	Hope van Dyne

Wasp[image: External link]
	Evangeline Lilly[image: External link][288][289]
	 



	Vision
	 
	Paul Bettany[290]
	 
	Paul Bettany[207]
	 



	Sam Wilson

Falcon
	Anthony Mackie[291][292]
	 
	Anthony Mackie[293]
	 




Home media

In June 2012, Marvel announced a 10-disc box set[image: External link] titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase One – Avengers Assembled", for release on September 25, 2012. The box set includes all six of the Phase One films—Iron Man, The Incredible Hulk, Iron Man 2, Thor, Captain America: The First Avenger, and Marvel's The Avengers—on Blu-ray[image: External link] and Blu-ray 3D, in a replica of Nick Fury's briefcase from The Avengers.[294] In August 2012, luggage company Rimowa GmbH, who developed the briefcase for The Avengers, filed suit against Marvel Studios and Buena Vista Home Entertainment[image: External link] in U.S. federal court, complaining that "Marvel did not obtain any license or authorization from Rimowa to make replica copies of the cases for any purpose".[295] The set was delayed to early 2013 for the packaging to be redesigned.[296] The box set, with a redesigned case, was released on April 2, 2013. In addition, the box set included a featurette on the then-upcoming Phase Two films, showing footage and concept art, as well as previously unreleased deleted scenes from all of the Phase One films.[297]

In July 2015, Marvel announced a 13-disc box set titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Two Collection", for release on December 8, 2015, exclusive to Amazon.com[image: External link]. The box set includes all six of the Phase Two films—Iron Man 3, Thor: The Dark World, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Guardians of the Galaxy, Avengers: Age of Ultron, and Ant-Man—on Blu-ray, Blu-ray 3D and a digital copy, in a replica of the Orb from Guardians of the Galaxy, plus a bonus disc and exclusive memorabilia. Material on the bonus disc includes all of the Marvel One-Shots with commentary, deleted scenes and pre-production creative features for each of the films, featurettes on the making of the post-credit scenes for the films, and first looks at Captain America: Civil War, Doctor Strange and Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2.[298][299]

Reception

For more details on the reception of each film, see the "Reception" section on each film's article.

Box office performance



	Film
	U.S. release date
	Box office gross
	All-time Ranking
	Budget
	Ref(s)



	U.S. and Canada
	Other territories
	Worldwide
	U.S. and Canada[image: External link]
	Worldwide[image: External link]



	Iron Man
	May 2, 2008
	$318,412,101
	$266,762,121
	$585,174,222
	54
	134
	$140 million
	[300]



	The Incredible Hulk
	June 13, 2008
	$134,806,913
	$128,620,638
	$263,427,551
	394
	481
	$150 million
	[301]



	Iron Man 2
	May 7, 2010
	$312,433,331
	$311,500,000
	$623,933,331
	58
	116
	$200 million
	[302]



	Thor
	May 6, 2011
	$181,030,624
	$268,295,994
	$449,326,618
	220
	206
	$150 million
	[303]



	Captain America: The First Avenger
	July 22, 2011
	$176,654,505
	$193,915,269
	$370,569,774
	236
	279
	$140 million
	[304]



	Marvel's The Avengers
	May 4, 2012
	$623,357,910
	$895,455,078
	$1,518,812,988
	5
	5
	$220 million
	[305]



	Iron Man 3
	May 3, 2013
	$409,013,994
	$805,797,258
	$1,214,811,252
	20
	12
	$200 million (gross)

$178.4 million (net)
	[306]

[307]



	Thor: The Dark World
	November 8, 2013
	$206,362,140
	$438,209,262
	$644,571,402
	171
	107
	$170 million (gross)

$152.7 million (net)
	[308]

[307]



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	April 4, 2014
	$259,766,572
	$454,497,695
	$714,264,267
	95
	86
	$170 million
	[309]



	Guardians of the Galaxy
	August 1, 2014
	$333,176,600
	$440,152,029
	$773,328,629
	48
	71
	$232.3 million (gross)

$195.9 million (net)
	[310]

[311]



	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	May 1, 2015
	$459,005,868
	$946,397,826
	$1,405,403,694
	12
	7
	$316 million (gross)

$267.4 million (net)
	[312]

[313]



	Ant-Man
	July 17, 2015
	$180,202,163
	$339,109,802
	$519,311,965
	222
	164
	$130 million
	[314]



	Captain America: Civil War
	May 6, 2016
	$408,084,349
	$745,220,146
	$1,153,304,495
	21
	14
	$250 million
	[315]



	Doctor Strange
	November 4, 2016
	$232,641,920
	$445,076,475
	$677,718,395
	130
	97
	$165 million
	[316]



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2
	May 5, 2017
	$367,193,157
	$467,172,265
	$834,365,422
	35
	57
	$200 million
	[317]



	Total
	$4,271,592,129
	$7,140,923,911
	$11,742,304,440
	1
	1
	$2.833 billion (gross)

$2.709 billion (net)
	[318]

[319]




Critical response



	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]



	Iron Man
	94% (268 reviews)[320]

	79 (38 reviews)[321]




	The Incredible Hulk
	67% (223 reviews)[322]

	61 (38 reviews)[323]




	Iron Man 2
	72% (277 reviews)[324]

	57 (40 reviews)[325]




	Thor
	77% (268 reviews)[326]

	57 (40 reviews)[327]




	Captain America: The First Avenger
	80% (247 reviews)[328]

	66 (43 reviews)[329]




	Marvel's The Avengers
	92% (321 reviews)[330]

	69 (43 reviews)[331]




	Iron Man 3
	79% (292 reviews)[332]

	62 (44 reviews)[333]




	Thor: The Dark World
	66% (247 reviews)[334]

	54 (44 reviews)[335]




	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	89% (266 reviews)[336]

	70 (47 reviews)[337]




	Guardians of the Galaxy
	91% (289 reviews)[338]

	76 (52 reviews)[339]




	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	75% (314 reviews)[340]

	66 (49 reviews)[341]




	Ant-Man
	81% (276 reviews)[342]

	64 (43 reviews)[343]




	Captain America: Civil War
	90% (342 reviews)[344]

	75 (52 reviews)[345]




	Doctor Strange
	90% (292 reviews)[346]

	72 (49 reviews)[347]




	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2
	81% (295 reviews)[348]

	67 (47 reviews)[349]




	Average
	82%
	66




Future



	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Producer(s)
	Status



	Phase Three[101][202][203]



	Spider-Man: Homecoming
	July 7, 2017[350]
	Jon Watts[279]
	Jonathan Goldstein & John Francis Daley and

Jon Watts & Christopher Ford and

Chris McKenna & Erik Sommers[351]
	Kevin Feige and Amy Pascal
	Post-production



	Thor: Ragnarok
	November 3, 2017[352]
	Taika Waititi[353]
	Eric Pearson[354]
	Kevin Feige



	Black Panther
	February 16, 2018[203]
	Ryan Coogler[355]
	Joe Robert Cole and Ryan Coogler[356][357]



	Avengers: Infinity War
	May 4, 2018[211]
	Anthony and Joe Russo[358]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[359]
	Filming



	Ant-Man and the Wasp[image: External link]
	July 6, 2018[203]
	Peyton Reed[360]
	Andrew Barrer & Gabriel Ferrari and Paul Rudd[361]
	Pre-production[362][363]



	Captain Marvel[image: External link]
	March 8, 2019[203]
	Anna Boden and Ryan Fleck[364]
	Nicole Perlman & Meg LeFauve[365]



	Untitled Avengers film
	May 3, 2019[211]
	Anthony and Joe Russo[358]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[359]



	Post-Phase Three



	Spider-Man: Homecoming 2[image: External link]
	July 5, 2019[366]
	TBA
	TBA
	Kevin Feige and Amy Pascal
	In development



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3[image: External link]
	TBA
	James Gunn[367]
	Kevin Feige




Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017)

Main article: Spider-Man: Homecoming


Peter Parker tries to balance being the hero Spider-Man with his high school life under guidance from Tony Stark as he deals with the threat of the Vulture[image: External link].[368][369]

On February 9, 2015, Sony Pictures and Marvel announced that Sony would be releasing a Spider-Man film co-produced by Marvel Studios president Feige and Amy Pascal, with Sony Pictures continuing to own, finance, distribute, and have final creative control of the Spider-Man films.[3] In April 2015, Feige confirmed the character would be Peter Parker and added that Marvel had been working to add Spider-Man to the MCU since at least October 2014, when they announced their full slate of Phase Three films, saying, "Marvel doesn't announce anything officially until it's set in stone. So we went forward with that Plan A in October, with the Plan B being, if [the deal] were to happen with Sony, how it would all shift. We've been thinking about [the Spider-Man film] as long as we've been thinking about Phase Three.”[370] In June 2015, Tom Holland[image: External link] was cast in the role of Spider-Man and Jon Watts was hired to direct the film,[279] and the next month, John Francis Daley & Jonathan Goldstein were hired to write the screenplay.[371] Additional screenwriters include Watts & Christopher Ford and Chris McKenna & Erik Sommers.[351] In April 2016, the title was revealed to be Spider-Man: Homecoming.[372] Production began in June 2016 at Pinewood Atlanta,[373][374] and concluded in October 2016.[375] Spider-Man: Homecoming is scheduled to have its premiere on June 28, 2017, in New York City,[376] and begin its international release in the United Kingdom on July 5, 2017,[377] with it releasing in the United States on July 7.[350]

The film is set several months after the events of Captain America: Civil War.[378] In April 2016, Feige confirmed that characters from previous MCU films would appear in the film,[379] with Robert Downey Jr. confirmed to reprise his role as Tony Stark / Iron Man shortly thereafter.[285] Favreau also reprises his role as Happy Hogan[image: External link],[273] while Evans cameos as Steve Rogers / Captain America.[284] The clean-up crew Damage Control[image: External link] appear in the film (after previously being referenced in Iron Man and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.) ahead of an intended television series about them[image: External link].[380][381][382]

Thor: Ragnarok (2017)

Main article: Thor: Ragnarok


Thor, imprisoned on another world without his hammer, must outlive a gladiatorial duel against his old friend – the Hulk – in order to return to Asgard in time to stop the villainous Hela[image: External link] and the impending Ragnarök[image: External link].[354]

In January 2014, Marvel announced that a third Thor film was in development, with Craig Kyle and Christopher Yost writing the screenplay,[383] and was officially announced as Thor: Ragnarok in October 2014.[211] By October 2015, Taika Waititi entered in negotiations to direct Thor: Ragnarok.[384][353] In December 2015, Stephany Folsom was hired to rewrite the script.[385] A year later, in January 2017, it was revealed that Eric Pearson wrote the screenplay, with Kyle, Yost and Folsom receiving story credit.[354] Hemsworth, Hiddleston, Idris Elba[image: External link] and Anthony Hopkins[image: External link] reprise their roles as Thor, Loki, Heimdall[image: External link] and Odin, respectively, and are joined by Cate Blanchett[image: External link] as Hela[image: External link].[386] Production began in July 2016 in Australia at Village Roadshow Studios[image: External link],[387][388] and wrapped in late October 2016.[389] Thor: Ragnarok is scheduled to be released on November 3, 2017.[352]

The film is set after the events of Avengers: Age of Ultron.[390] Mark Ruffalo and Benedict Cumberbatch appear in the film as Bruce Banner / Hulk and Doctor Stephen Strange respectively.[386][240]

Black Panther (2018)

Main article: Black Panther (film)


T'Challa[image: External link] returns home as sovereign of the nation of Wakanda[image: External link] only to find his dual role of king and protector challenged by a long-time adversary in a conflict that has global consequences.[391]

Documentary filmmaker Mark Bailey[image: External link] was hired to write a script for Black Panther in January 2011.[392] In October 2014, the film was announced and Chadwick Boseman[image: External link] was revealed to be portraying T'Challa / Black Panther.[211][222] In January 2016, Ryan Coogler was announced as director,[355] and the following month, Joe Robert Cole was confirmed as the film's screenwriter.[356] In April 2016, Feige confirmed that Coogler was a co-screenwriter.[357] Filming began in January 2017 at EUE/Screen Gems[image: External link] Studios and Pinewood Atlanta,[393][394] and concluded in April 2017.[395] Black Panther is scheduled to be released on February 16, 2018.[203]

The film is set after the events of Captain America: Civil War.[391] Florence Kasumba[image: External link],[396] Serkis, Martin Freeman[image: External link], and John Kani[image: External link] reprise their roles as Ayo, Ulysses Klaue[image: External link], Everett K. Ross[image: External link] and T'Chaka[image: External link] respectively from previous MCU films.[391]

Avengers: Infinity War (2018)

Main article: Avengers: Infinity War


The Avengers join forces with the Guardians of the Galaxy to battle Thanos, who is trying to amass the Infinity Stones.[397]

The film was announced in October 2014 as Avengers: Infinity War – Part 1.[211] In April 2015, Marvel announced that Anthony and Joe Russo would direct the film and in May, that Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely would write the screenplay.[358][359] In July 2016, Marvel revealed the title would be shortened to simply Avengers: Infinity War.[398] Brolin reprises his role as Thanos,[399][400] and is part of an ensemble cast featuring many actors who have appeared in other MCU films. Filming for Infinity War began on January 23, 2017 in Atlanta,[401][402] and is scheduled to last until June or July 2017.[363] Additional filming will also take place in Scotland.[403] Avengers: Infinity War is scheduled to be released on May 4, 2018.[211]

The film is set four years after the events of Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2.[404] Marvel has been planting the seeds for Infinity War since their early films, by introducing the Infinity Stones as MacGuffins: the Tesseract / Space Stone in Captain America: The First Avenger, Loki's Scepter / Mind Stone in The Avengers, the Aether / Reality Stone in Thor: The Dark World, the Orb / Power Stone in Guardians of the Galaxy, and the Eye of Agamotto / Time Stone in Doctor Strange.[240] Additionally, one Infinity Gauntlet[image: External link] is briefly seen in Thor and another in Avengers: Age of Ultron.[405]

Ant-Man and the Wasp (2018)

Further information: Ant-Man (film) § Sequel[image: External link]


Ant-Man and the Wasp was announced in October 2015.[203] Peyton Reed confirmed he would return to direct in November 2015, as well as the confirmation that Paul Rudd and Evangeline Lilly would reprise their roles as Scott Lang / Ant-Man and Hope van Dyne / Wasp, respectively.[360] In December 2015, Andrew Barrer, Gabriel Ferrari, and Rudd were confirmed to write the screenplay.[361] In February 2017, Michael Douglas confirmed he would reprise his role as Hank Pym in the film.[406] Filming is expected to begin in June 2017 in Atlanta.[407][408] Ant-Man and the Wasp is scheduled to be released on July 6, 2018.[203]

The film is set after the events of Captain America: Civil War.[409]

Captain Marvel (2019)

Further information: Carol Danvers § Film[image: External link]


In May 2013, The Hollywood Reporter reported that Marvel had a working script for Ms. Marvel[image: External link].[410] In October 2014, Marvel announced the film would be titled Captain Marvel and feature Carol Danvers[image: External link].[211] In April 2015, Nicole Perlman & Meg LeFauve were announced as screenwriters.[365] At the 2016 San Diego Comic-Con, Brie Larson[image: External link] was confirmed to play the role of Carol Danvers.[411] In April 2017, Anna Boden and Ryan Fleck were hired to direct.[364] Filming is expected to begin in January 2018 in Atlanta.[412] The film is scheduled to be released on March 8, 2019.[203]

Untitled Avengers film (2019)

Main article: Untitled Avengers film


The film was announced in October 2014 as Avengers: Infinity War – Part 2.[211] In April 2015, it was revealed that Anthony and Joe Russo would direct the film and in May, that Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely would write the screenplay.[358][359] In July 2016, Marvel revealed the title would be changed, being known simply at that time as the Untitled Avengers film.[398] Brolin reprises his role as Thanos,[399][400] and is part of an ensemble cast featuring many actors who have appeared in other MCU films. Filming is scheduled to begin in August 2017, after Infinity War has been filmed,[363] and is scheduled to last until October/November 2017.[413] The film is scheduled to be released on May 3, 2019.[211]

Spider-Man: Homecoming 2 (2019)

Further information: Spider-Man: Homecoming § Sequel[image: External link]


In December 2016, Sony Pictures scheduled a sequel to Spider-Man: Homecoming for release on July 5, 2019.[366]

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 (TBA)

Further information: Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 § Sequel[image: External link]


In April 2016, Kevin Feige stated that "Guardians 3 is [one film that's] up there" being considered for release beyond 2019.[414] In March 2017, Gunn stated that a third Guardians film would happen "for sure",[415] and the following month confirmed he would return to write and direct Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3.[367]

The film is set after Avengers: Infinity War and its untitled sequel.[367]

Other potential projects

Three untitled films are set for release on May 1, August 7, and November 6, 2020. The August 7 film was previously scheduled for July 10, 2020.[203][416][417] In October 2016 Feige said it was a combination of knowing what films would occupy these dates and allowing some flexibility, saying, "We know what [films] we’d like them to be for 2020. Over the years, where we’re aiming we’ve been lucky enough that it’s usually been the same thing but we always leave ourselves the opportunity to bob and weave and adapt if we have to. But we know where we’re headed for 2020 and we have ideas and were beginning to solidify the years beyond that."[413] Feige and Marvel have ideas for films through 2021,[418] and additional storylines planned through 2028.[419]

In October 2014, in terms of Phase Four films, Feige said, for the time being, "We're not going to talk specifically about the story of any of those films, the plot of any of those films, what happens to any of the characters in any of those films. In fact, even to talk about any of those characters – who will be involved in those movies – will be a bit of a spoiler as to what may or may not happen to them in earlier movies."[101] In April 2016, Feige added, "We're only working on what’s been announced through the end of 2019. And it is still a big chess board for 2020 and beyond".[414] A year later, Feige noted, "We have an idea [of what the MCU looks like post-Infinity War], and it's gonna be very, very different," but cautioned that Marvel would not be "actively discussing anything past untitled Avengers" besides dating the sequel to Spider-Man: Homecoming and that James Gunn would be working on Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3. He also was not sure if Marvel would continue to group the films in phases once Phase Three concluded, that "it might be a new thing."[417] A second sequel to Homecoming is also planned.[420]

A film based on Runaways[image: External link] went through a number of iterations. Brian K. Vaughan[image: External link] was originally hired to write a screenplay based on the property in May 2008.[421] In April 2010, Marvel hired Peter Sollett[image: External link] to direct the film,[422] and Drew Pearce was hired to write a script in May.[423] The following October, development on the film was put on hold,[424] with Pearce revealing in September 2013 that the Runaways film had been shelved in favor of The Avengers, with the earliest it could release during Phase Three.[425] In October 2014, after announcing all of Marvel's Phase Three films without Runaways, Feige stated the project was "still an awesome script that exists in our script vault", adding, "We'd love to do something with Runaways some day. In our television and future film discussions, it's always one that we talk about, because we have a solid draft there. But again, we can't make them all."[101] In August 2016, Marvel Television announced Marvel's Runaways received a pilot order, along with additional scripts, from the streaming service Hulu[image: External link].[426]

In April 2013, Feige mentioned Inhumans as a property out of which he was "confident" a film would be made.[427] By August 2014, the studio was ready to move forward in development with the film, with a screenplay written by Joe Robert Cole.[428] In October 2014, the film was announced for Phase Three[211] and scheduled for release July 2019.[352] By October 2015, Cole was no longer involved with the film and any potential drafts that he may have written would not be used.[429] In April 2016, Inhumans was removed from the release schedule,[430] and would no longer be a part of Phase Three.[431] In July 2016, Feige said Inhumans would "certainly" be a part of the discussion regarding the film ideas for 2020 and 2021,[418] adding the following November that he was still optimistic the film could be released in Phase Four.[432] The Inhumans were first introduced to the MCU in 2014 through the second season of the television series Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[433] In November 2016, Marvel Television announced the series Marvel's Inhumans, to premiere on ABC in September 2017, after the first two episodes were screened in IMAX.[434] The Inhumans was not intended to be a reworking of the film.[435]

In February 2014, Feige stated that after exploring Black Widow's past in Age of Ultron, he would like to see it explored further in a solo film.[436] Marvel has done some development work for the potential film, including a "pretty in depth" treatment by Nicole Perlman,[436][437] and by May 2016, Feige stated that Marvel was "creatively and emotionally" committed to creating the solo film.[438]

In April 2006, Marvel hired Andrew W. Marlowe[image: External link] to write a script for Nick Fury.[6] In May 2013, The Hollywood Reporter reported that Marvel had a working script for Blade[image: External link].[410] In July 2015, Wesley Snipes[image: External link], who played Blade in three films[image: External link] before the character's rights reverted to Marvel, stated that he had discussions with Marvel to reprise the role.[439]

See also


	List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]
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Marvel One-Shots






Marvel One-Shots are a series of direct-to-video short films produced by Marvel Studios, set within the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU), released from 2011 to 2014. They are included as special features in the MCU films' Blu-ray[image: External link] and digital distribution[image: External link] releases, but are not included in the DVD releases. Each of the films, which range from 4 to 15 minutes, are designed to be a self-contained story that provides more backstory for characters or events introduced in the films. Two of the shorts have been the inspiration for television series set in the MCU.

The Consultant (2011) and A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer (2011) star Clark Gregg as Agent Phil Coulson, and offer up self-contained stories about a day in the life of a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent. Item 47 (2012) stars Lizzy Caplan[image: External link] and Jesse Bradford[image: External link] as a down-on-their-luck couple who find a discarded Chitauri[image: External link] gun after the events of Marvel's The Avengers. Agent Carter (2013) stars Hayley Atwell as Peggy Carter after the events of Captain America: The First Avenger, while All Hail the King (2014) stars Ben Kingsley as Trevor Slattery after the events of Iron Man 3.
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 Development




In August 2011, Marvel announced that a couple of short films, designed to be self-contained stories,[1] would be released direct-to-video.[2] Co-producer Brad Winderbaum said "It's a fun way to experiment with new characters and ideas, but more importantly it's a way for us to expand the Marvel Cinematic Universe and tell stories that live outside the plot of our features." The first two films were made in conjunction with The Ebeling Group[image: External link] and were directed by Leythum and written by Eric Pearson.[2] Winderbaum added that the name of the shorts program was derived from the label used by Marvel Comics for their one-shot comics.[3]

Marvel Studios co-president Louis D’Esposito later stated that Marvel was considering the idea of introducing established characters who may not yet be ready to carry their own feature films in future One-Shots, stating, "There’s always a potential to introduce a character. We have 8,000 of them, and they can’t all be at the same level. So maybe there are some that are not so popular, and we introduce them [with a short] – and they take off. I could see that happening."[4] When asked whether a Marvel superhero would ever appear in a One-Shot, D'Esposito replied that "We would love to, but it’s difficult because there’s a cost to that. If Iron Man[image: External link] is flying around doing something, that [is] very costly. And first of all, what’s the story? Is it important that that superhero is in the story?"[5]

During the Agent Carter panel at the 2013 San Diego Comic-Con International, D'Esposito stated that bringing the shorts to theaters, to appear before features, was being considered.[6] In May 2014, it was revealed that a One-Shot would not be released with Captain America: The Winter Soldier's home media,[7] and in October 2014, it was revealed that Guardians of the Galaxy's home media release would not include one either.[8] Guardians of the Galaxy director James Gunn[image: External link] stated that a One-Shot was not included with the film due to lack of space on the disc.[9]
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 Films






	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director
	Screenwriter
	Producer
	Home media release



	The Consultant
	September 13, 2011
	Leythum[2]
	Eric Pearson[4][10]
	Kevin Feige
	Thor



	A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer
	October 25, 2011
	Captain America: The First Avenger



	Item 47
	September 25, 2012
	Louis D’Esposito[4][10]
	Marvel's The Avengers



	Agent Carter
	September 3, 2013 (Digital)

September 24, 2013 (Physical)
	Iron Man 3



	All Hail the King
	February 4, 2014 (Digital)

February 25, 2014 (Physical)
	Drew Pearce[11]
	Thor: The Dark World
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 The Consultant (2011)




Set after the events of Iron Man 2 and The Incredible Hulk,[2] Phil Coulson informs Jasper Sitwell that the World Security Council wishes that Emil Blonsky[image: External link] should be released from prison to join the Avengers Initiative. They see him as a war hero and blame the devastation in New York City[image: External link] on Bruce Banner. The Council orders them to send an agent to ask General Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross[image: External link] to release Blonsky into S.H.I.E.L.D. custody. As Nick Fury does not want to release Blonsky, the two agents decide to send a patsy[image: External link] to sabotage the meeting. At Sitwell's urging, Coulson reluctantly sends "The Consultant": Tony Stark. As partially depicted in the post-credits scene of The Incredible Hulk, a disgraced Ross sits drinking in a bar, when he is approached by Stark, who annoys Ross so much that he tries to have Stark removed from the bar. In reply, Stark buys the bar and has it scheduled for demolition. The next day, Coulson informs Sitwell that their plan worked, and that Blonsky will remain in prison.

At the 2011 San Diego Comic-Con, Marvel announced that The Consultant would appear exclusively on the Thor Blu-ray[image: External link] release on September 13, 2011. It was directed by Leythum and written by Eric Pearson, with music by Paul Oakenfold[image: External link].[2] The short was filmed over 2-3 days.[12] Clark Gregg and Maximiliano Hernández return to portray Agent Phil Coulson and Agent Jasper Sitwell, respectively, from the films.[2][13] They are joined via archive footage by Robert Downey, Jr. as Tony Stark / The Consultant, William Hurt[image: External link] as General Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross and Tim Roth[image: External link] as Emil Blonsky in his Abomination form.[13] Co-producer Brian Winderbaum said the producers "wanted to paint a picture of S.H.I.E.L.D. pulling the strings and being responsible for some of the events seen in the films. What better character to represent this idea than Agent Coulson, the first S.H.I.E.L.D. agent we were introduced to in the first Iron Man film?"[2] Gregg said he was told about the short film program in the same phone call that warned him Coulson would die in The Avengers. The actor noticed that the One-Shots could then provide more information on Coulson, to "build the audience's relationship [with] him" before his impactful death. The Consultant was written after A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer, due to the latter taking up 80% of the budget Marvel reserved for the two shorts, leaving a remaining budget "for two guys talking[image: External link]". To help with this, Pearson included Sitwell in the short, who had a minor role in Thor, and had him and Coulson "brainstorming a way to deal with this red tape[image: External link] bureaucratic politics of the Avengers Initiative".[3]
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 A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer (2011)




Set before the events of Thor,[2] Phil Coulson stops at a gas station on his way to Albuquerque[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link]. While Coulson shops for snacks in the back of the station, two robbers enter and demand the money from the register. When the robbers ask whose car is outside, Coulson reveals himself, surrenders his keys, and offers to surrender his pistol as well. As he is about to turn over the gun, Coulson distracts the robbers and subdues both men in seconds. He then nonchalantly pays for his snacks while subtly advising the clerk not to mention his involvement to the police and leaves the station.

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer was included on the Captain America: The First Avenger Blu-ray release on October 25, 2011.[14] It was directed by Leythum and written by Eric Pearson, with music by Paul Oakenfold.[2] A Funny Thing... was filmed over 2-3 days.[12] The short stars Clark Gregg reprising his role as Agent Phil Coulson,[2] and served to showcase Coulson as "more than just an annoying bureaucrat" of S.H.I.E.L.D.[3]
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 Item 47 (2012)




Main article: Item 47


Bennie and Claire, a down-on-their-luck couple, find a discarded Chitauri[image: External link] gun ("Item 47") left over from the attack on New York City in The Avengers. The couple use it to rob a few banks, drawing the attention of S.H.I.E.L.D., which assigns agents Sitwell and Blake to retrieve the weapon and "neutralize" the couple. Agent Sitwell tracks the couple down to a motel room that gets wrecked in the subsequent confrontation, and the stolen money gets destroyed. Instead of killing the couple, Sitwell invites them to join S.H.I.E.L.D., with Bennie assigned to the R&D[image: External link] 'think-tank' to reverse engineer the Chitauri technology, and Claire becoming Blake's assistant.

Item 47 was released on The Avengers Blu-ray on September 25, 2012. The film stars Jesse Bradford[image: External link] and Lizzy Caplan[image: External link] as Bennie and Claire, respectively. The film also sees the return of Agent Sitwell, played by Maximiliano Hernández, and introduced Agent Blake, portrayed by Titus Welliver.[4] It was directed by Marvel Studios co-president Louis D’Esposito, written by Eric Pearson,[4] and features music by Christopher Lennertz.[15] The short film, which was filmed over four days,[16] has a runtime of 12 minutes, longer than the previous films, which were no longer than 4 minutes.[4] Pearson and D'Esposito had the idea for the short after watching The Avengers and thinking, "New York is a mess. There must be weapons everywhere".[3] Item 47 helped inspire the MCU television series Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[7]
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 Agent Carter (2013)




Main article: Agent Carter (film)


One year after the events of Captain America: The First Avenger,[10] Agent Peggy Carter, now a member of the Strategic Scientific Reserve, is stuck compiling data instead of working field cases. One night while alone in the office, the case line rings, informing Carter of the location of the mysterious Zodiac[image: External link]. She goes to the location, and is able to retrieve the serum single-handedly. The next day, her boss, Agent John Flynn, reprimands her for not going through the proper procedures to complete the mission. Carter explains that the mission was time-sensitive, but Flynn is unmoved, dismissing the indignant Carter as an "old flame" of Captain America[image: External link]'s who was given her current job out of pity for her bereavement. The case line rings again, this time with Howard Stark on the other end, who tells Flynn to inform Carter that she will co-head the newly created S.H.I.E.L.D. In a mid-credit scene, Dum Dum Dugan is seen poolside with Stark, marveling at two women wearing the newly created bikinis[image: External link].

Agent Carter, released on the Iron Man 3 Blu-ray release on September 24, 2013, as well as part of the digital download release on September 3, 2013,[17] was seen as a good way of bridging that film with the then upcoming Captain America: The Winter Soldier. It had previously been considered to be released on other home media releases as well.[5] It sees Hayley Atwell reprise her role as Peggy Carter,[17] along with Dominic Cooper, Neal McDonough, and Chris Evans[image: External link] reprising their roles as Howard Stark, Timothy "Dum Dum" Dugan, and Steve Rogers / Captain America, respectively, the latter via archive footage. The short film introduces Bradley Whitford[image: External link] as Agent John Flynn and Shane Black as the Disembodied Voice.[18][19] It was directed by Louis D’Esposito and written by Eric Pearson.[10] The short was filmed over five days,[16] and reused visual effects shots of 1940s New York from Captain America: The First Avenger to save money.[5] Christopher Lennertz collaborated with D'Esposito again on the short, composing music for it. He also composes the music for the MCU television series Marvel's Agent Carter, which is directly related to the short.[15][7]
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 All Hail the King (2014)




Main article: All Hail the King


Trevor Slattery, having been captured at the end of Iron Man 3, is now being held in Seagate Prison[image: External link]. At the prison, he is living luxuriously, having his own personal "butler", Herman, as well as other inmates who act as his fan club and protection from other inmates. Looking on at the attention Slattery receives in the cafeteria is Justin Hammer, who wonders what makes him so special. Slattery has been talking with a documentary filmmaker, Jackson Norriss[image: External link], to chronicle the events of the Mandarin[image: External link] situation seen in Iron Man 3. Norriss, trying to learn more about Slattery personally, recounts his past from his first casting as a child as well as starring in a failed CBS[image: External link] pilot. Norriss eventually informs Slattery that his portrayal has angered some people, including the actual Ten Rings terrorist group, which Slattery did not know existed. Norriss tells him the history of the Mandarin and the terrorist group, before revealing that he is actually a member of the group. The real reason for Norriss interviewing Slattery is to break him out of prison so he can meet the actual Mandarin. Hearing this, Slattery still has no idea of the full ramifications of his posing as the Mandarin.

In October 2013, Ben Kingsley said he was working on a secret project with Marvel involving "many members of the crew that were involved in Iron Man 3,"[21] later revealed to be the short All Hail the King,[11] which was released on the digital download release of Thor: The Dark World on February 4, 2014, and on February 25, 2014 for the Blu-ray release.[22] The film stars: Ben Kingsley as Trevor Slattery, reprising his role from Iron Man 3; Scoot McNairy[image: External link] as Jackson Norriss, a member of the Ten Rings terrorist organization posing as a documentary filmmaker;[11][20] Lester Speight[image: External link] as Herman;[20] and Sam Rockwell as Justin Hammer, reprising his role from Iron Man 2.[23] The short is written and directed by Drew Pearce, the co-screenwriter of Iron Man 3,[11] and was filmed in Los Angeles.[24] Pearce and producer Stephen Broussard had the idea for the short during the production of Iron Man 3, to provide "a fresh take" on the Mandarin character.[3] Music for the short was composed by Brian Tyler, with the Caged Heat scenes composed by 1980s TV-music icon Mike Post[image: External link].[20]
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 Cast and characters




See also: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe film actors and List of Marvel Cinematic Universe television series actors



List indicator(s)


	A dark grey cell indicates the character was not in the film.

	A ^T indicates the character reappears in a television series.

	A V indicates a voice-only role

	An A indicates the actor or actress appears via archived footage from previous films.







	Character
	The Consultant

(2011)
	A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer

(2011)
	Item 47

(2012)
	Agent Carter

(2013)
	All Hail the King

(2014)
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 Introduced in films







	Emil Blonsky

The Abomination[image: External link]
	Tim Roth[image: External link]A V [13]
	 



	Peggy Carter
	 
	Hayley Atwell[18]
	 



	Phil Coulson
	Clark Gregg[2]
	 



	Timothy "Dum Dum" Dugan
	 
	Neal McDonough[18]
	 



	Justin Hammer
	 
	Sam Rockwell[23]



	Steve Rogers

Captain America[image: External link]
	 
	Chris Evans[image: External link]A [18]
	 



	Thaddeus Ross[image: External link]
	William Hurt[image: External link]A [13]
	 



	Jasper Sitwell
	Maximiliano Hernández[13]
	 
	Maximiliano Hernández[4]
	 



	Trevor Slattery
	 
	Ben Kingsley[11]



	Howard Stark
	 
	Dominic Cooper[18]
	 



	Tony Stark

The Consultant
	Robert Downey, Jr.A [13]
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 Introduced in One-Shots







	Felix BlakeT
	 
	Titus Welliver[4]

(credited as Agent Blake)
	 



	John Flynn
	 
	Bradley Whitford[image: External link][19]
	 



	Herman
	 
	Lester Speight[image: External link][20]



	Jackson Norriss[image: External link]
	 
	Scoot McNairy[image: External link][20][25]



	Bennie Pollack
	 
	Jesse Bradford[image: External link][4]
	 



	Disembodied Voice
	 
	Shane BlackV [18]
	 



	Claire Wise
	 
	Lizzy Caplan[image: External link][4]
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 Collection




All of the Marvel One-Shots were included on the bonus-disc of the "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Two Collection[image: External link]" box set[image: External link], which includes all of the Phase Two[image: External link] films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. The One-Shots feature audio commentary, with Gregg providing it for The Consultant and A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer; D'Esposito, Hernandez, Welliver and Bradford on Item 47, D'Esposito and Atwell for Agent Carter; and Pearce and Kingsley with All Hail the King. The collection was released on December 8, 2015.[26]
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 Reception




Cindy White of IGN called The Consultant "intriguing" and said, "The snappy dialogue seems to fit right in with what we expect from a Joss Whedon-ized Avengers movie."[13] Scott Chitwood of ComingSoon.net said, "Considering a third of this is a rehash of an old bonus scene and the other 2/3 is Coulson sitting and having a chat, this is a pretty big disappointment."[27]

R.L. Shaffer of IGN called A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer "fun".[28] Zachary Scheer of Cinema Blend said, "The short is as hackneyed as that title. It's about four minutes of Coulson being a badass, if the definition of 'badass' is performing needless slow-motion action stunts and then pausing to consider something normal people would consider – like which donuts to buy."[29]

Andre Dellamorte of Collider called Item 47 "silly".[30] William Bibbiani of Crave Online[image: External link] said, "The short is largely a success: [Maximiliano] Hernandez, [Jesse] Bradford and [Lizzy] Caplan are all in fine form although, [Titus] Welliver seems saddled with a little awkward dialogue, particularly in regards to Coulson, which doesn’t entirely sell."[31] Spencer Terry of Superhero Hype! said, "[Item 47] is easily the best one they've done, and I think that can be attributed to its length seeing as it's three times longer than the other One-Shots. With a longer run time, the short film doesn't have to rush to show us everything that it wants to - we get a clear understanding of both the S.H.I.E.L.D. perspective of the events and the robbers' point of view."[32]

Andy Hunsaker of Crave Online said, "Agent Carter is a fun treat which could lead the way for some female-led Marvel films and, if nothing else, it gives its title character the send-off she deserves."[33] Scott Collura of IGN said, "Atwell's Carter is the big-screen female superhero we've all been waiting for. She kicks so much ass in this short story with such aplomb, using not just brawn but also brains, and it's all very clever and fun."[34] Rosie Fletcher of Total Film said, "Atwell makes a perfect femme fatale-come-special agent, and this '40s noir-style short looks great and packs some euphoric action moments."[18]

IGN's Cliff Wheatley gave All Hail the King a 9.4 out of 10. He said that it's "a return to the loveable personality of the hapless Trevor and a step forward for the larger Marvel Cinematic Universe. It has its twists that should satisfy both lovers and haters of Trevor Slattery. But it’s the approach that Pearce takes with the material, from the kung-fu movie style credit sequences to the light-hearted tone that takes a sudden and jarring turn. Kingsley once again shines in the role of Slattery, aloof and ignorant, but more than happy to slide back into Mandarin mode if it will please his adoring fans. Pearce does go for some of the same jokes from Iron Man 3 in a sort of referential way, but it’s nothing too damaging."[35] Andrew Wheeler of Comics Alliance criticized the way homosexuality was presented in the short, given it was Marvel Studio's first attempt to bring LGBT[image: External link] concepts into the MCU.[23]
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 Potential projects




In May 2013, DMG Entertainment[image: External link] stated they were considering creating a short film, tentatively titled The Prologue, centered on Wang Xueqi[image: External link]'s character, Dr. Wu, from Iron Man 3, who only appeared in 10 seconds of the film outside of China; Xueqi appeared in three minutes of the Chinese release of the film. The Prologue would be comprised of sequences shot during the production of Iron Man 3 and would elaborate on Wu with the short set before the events of Iron Man. DMG added they were unsure of how they would release the short, saying rumors claiming The Prologue could possibly release on television or a future MCU home media release were "speculations".[36]

In July 2013, D’Esposito said he had considered making stand-alone shorts for several characters, including Loki, a young Nick Fury, Black Panther[image: External link], Ms. Marvel[image: External link], and Black Widow[image: External link]. Regarding Loki, D’Esposito said "Being on Asgard is very difficult for us to do in a short. It’s just impossible for us cost wise. The short would be 30 seconds, and it’s over. One shot of Loki on Asgard." On Fury and Black Panther, he remarked "It’s very complicated to do: who plays those characters? And designing the costume, getting it going … We tried. We were there in development, and we tried, but they were very difficult for all the reasons I gave. And we don’t want to do something that’s half baked because it’s not good for us and it’s not good for our fans."[5] In February 2014, Pearce mentioned other shorts that he had written that never came to fruition, including ones based on Sin[image: External link] and Crossbones[image: External link], Jessica Jones, and Damage Control[image: External link].[37]

In May 2015, Marvel Studios head Kevin Feige stated that there were "no active plans for the One-Shots to return", but added that the studio was not opposed to continuing the series,[38] and there was already "a backlog of ideas" for potential One-Shots.[39] In September 2015, Feige provided further comments on the return of the One-Shots, saying, "The universe is big, and we're moving up to three [feature films] a year this year. I don't know how much beyond that we can go...[So] we do talk about [making more One-Shots] a lot...It's just about finding the time and the place."[40]
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List of Marvel Cinematic Universe television Series






The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) television series are American superhero television shows based on characters that appear in publications by Marvel Comics. The shows have been in production since 2013, and in that time Marvel Television and ABC Studios, along with its production division ABC Signature Studios[image: External link], have premiered six series, with five more in various stages of development, across broadcast, streaming, and cable television on ABC, Netflix, and Freeform, respectively. The ABC series have averaged around 4–8 million viewers a season, with all ABC and many of the Netflix MCU series receiving strong critical responses.

The first series in the universe, Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., began airing on ABC during the 2013–14 television season, and was joined by Marvel's Agent Carter in the 2014–15 television season[image: External link]. Marvel formed a unique partnership with IMAX Corporation to premiere Marvel's Inhumans in IMAX theaters in September 2017 before it is scheduled to air on ABC during the 2017–18 television season[image: External link]; a put pilot for another ABC series, Marvel's Damage Control, has also been ordered. Netflix's Marvel series began in 2015[image: External link] with Marvel's Daredevil and Marvel's Jessica Jones, followed by Marvel's Luke Cage in 2016[image: External link]. Marvel's Iron Fist released in 2017[image: External link], with the crossover miniseries Marvel's The Defenders, and Marvel's The Punisher also scheduled to be released in 2017. Additionally, the MCU will expand to Freeform with Marvel's Cloak & Dagger in 2018[image: External link].

Clark Gregg and Hayley Atwell star as Phil Coulson in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. and as Peggy Carter in Agent Carter, respectively, both reprising their roles from MCU films, while Anson Mount[image: External link] headlines Inhumans as Black Bolt[image: External link]. Daredevil introduces Charlie Cox to the MCU in the titular role of Matt Murdock / Daredevil as well as Jon Bernthal[image: External link] as the Punisher[image: External link] in its second season, while Jessica Jones introduces Krysten Ritter[image: External link] as Jessica Jones, as well as Mike Colter[image: External link] as Luke Cage, who also headlines Luke Cage. Finn Jones[image: External link] stars as Danny Rand / Iron Fist in Iron Fist, and joins Cox, Ritter, and Colter for The Defenders, while Bernthal reprises his role in The Punisher. Olivia Holt[image: External link] and Aubrey Joseph star as Tandy Bowen / Dagger and Tyrone Johnson / Cloak, respectively. The series have also seen various other cast and characters from the MCU films and Marvel One-Shots reprise their roles.





ABC series



	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	Showrunner(s)
	Status



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	
	1
	22
	September 24, 2013
	May 13, 2014
	Jed Whedon[image: External link], Maurissa Tancharoen, and Jeffrey Bell[1]
	Released



	
	2
	22
	September 23, 2014
	May 12, 2015



	
	3
	22
	September 29, 2015
	May 17, 2016



	
	4
	22
	September 20, 2016
	May 16, 2017



	
	5
	22[2]
	January 2018[3]
	TBA
	In development



	Marvel's Agent Carter
	
	1
	8
	January 6, 2015
	February 24, 2015
	Tara Butters, Michele Fazekas, and Chris Dingess[4]
	Released



	
	2
	10
	January 19, 2016
	March 1, 2016



	Marvel's Inhumans
	
	1
	8[5]
	September 22, 2017[a]
	TBA
	Scott Buck[9]
	Filming






	
^ A version of the first two episodes will debut in IMAX theaters on September 1, 2017,[6] and run for two weeks,[7] before the September 22 television premiere on ABC.[8]






Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (2013–)

Main article: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.


Agent Phil Coulson assembles a small team of S.H.I.E.L.D. (Strategic Homeland Intervention, Enforcement and Logistics Division) agents to handle strange new cases.[10] After discovering that Project Centipede and their leader, "The Clairvoyant", were affiliated with Hydra, a terrorist organization, Coulson and his team must deal with Hydra members still at large following Hydra's infiltration of, and the destruction of, S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link], while also looking to restore trust from the government and public.[11] In the wake of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s wars with Hydra and the Inhumans, a race of superhumans[image: External link], Coulson begins a secret mission to protect the world from new threats.[12] After the defeat of the Inhuman Hive[image: External link] and with Hydra destroyed, S.H.I.E.L.D. is made a legitimate organization once again, with Coulson returning to being a field agent, and is tasked with tracking down more enhanced people–including Robbie Reyes / Ghost Rider[image: External link]–while Agent Leo Fitz and Dr. Holden Radcliffe[image: External link] complete their work on Life Model Decoys[image: External link].[13]

In August 2012, ABC ordered a pilot for a show called S.H.I.E.L.D., to be written by Joss Whedon, Jed Whedon[image: External link], and Maurissa Tancharoen, and directed by Joss Whedon.[14] On April 6, 2013, ABC announced that the show would be titled Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[15] and it was officially ordered to series on May 10, 2013.[16] Jed Whedon, Tancharoen and Jeffrey Bell act as the series' showrunners,[1] while Clark Gregg reprises his role from the films as Phil Coulson.[17] The series was renewed for a second season on May 8, 2014,[18] a third on May 7, 2015,[19] a fourth on March 3, 2016,[20] and a fifth on May 11, 2017.[21]

The first season, which premiered on September 24, 2013,[22] aired episodes that directly relate to events in the films Thor: The Dark World and Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[23][24] The revelation in Captain America: The Winter Soldier that S.H.I.E.L.D. had been infiltrated by Hydra had a huge impact on the series. Regarding the synergy the show had with addressing events from the film, Loeb said, "It's an extremely unique experience that doesn't exist anywhere else out there in the entertainment business."[25] The second season, which premiered on September 23, 2014,[26] introduces Inhumans to the MCU,[27] ahead of their own television series.[28] Additionally, a recurring plot point in the first two seasons involved the body of a member of the Kree[image: External link] race, who play a significant role in Guardians of the Galaxy.[29] The third season, which premiered on September 29, 2015,[30] introduces the concept of the Secret Warriors[image: External link], with new Inhuman characters inspired by the comic of the same name,[31][32] as well as Life Model Decoys[image: External link].[33] The fourth season, which premiered on September 20, 2016,[34] sees Robbie Reyes / Ghost Rider[image: External link] introduced to the MCU,[35] and ties to the second season of Agent Carter and Doctor Strange.[36][37] The fifth season is scheduled to premiere in January 2018.[3]

In the first season, Samuel L. Jackson,[38] Cobie Smulders,[39] Maximiliano Hernández,[40] Titus Welliver[41] and Jaimie Alexander[42] all reprise their roles as Nick Fury, Maria Hill, Jasper Sitwell, Felix Blake, and Sif, respectively, from previous MCU films and One-Shots. In the second season, Alexander and Smulders return,[43][44] while Hayley Atwell,[45] Neal McDonough, Kenneth Choi,[46] and Henry Goodman[image: External link][47][48] also reprise their roles as Peggy Carter, Timothy "Dum Dum" Dugan, Jim Morita, and List, respectively, from previous MCU films. In the third season, William Sadler[image: External link] reprises his role as Matthew Ellis from the MCU films,[49] and Powers Boothe recurs as his previously unnamed The Avengers character, Gideon Malick.[50]

Marvel's Agent Carter (2015–16)

Main article: Agent Carter (TV series)


In 1946, Peggy Carter must balance the routine office work she does for the Strategic Scientific Reserve while secretly assisting Howard Stark, who finds himself framed for supplying deadly weapons to enemies of the United States. Carter is assisted by Stark's butler, Edwin Jarvis, to find those responsible and dispose of the weapons.[51][52] Carter eventually moves from New York City to Los Angeles to deal with the threats of the new atomic age in the wake of World War II, gaining new friends, a new home and potential new love.[53]

By September 2013, Marvel was developing a series inspired by the Agent Carter One-Shot, featuring Peggy Carter,[54] and in January 2014, the series was confirmed to be in development, with the script for a potential pilot to be written by Captain America: The First Avenger and Captain America: The Winter Soldier writers Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link].[55] On May 8, 2014, ABC officially ordered Marvel's Agent Carter to series.[18] Tara Butters, Michele Fazekas and Chris Dingess act as showrunners on the series,[4][55] while Hayley Atwell reprises her role from the films as Peggy Carter.[55] The series was renewed for a second season on May 7, 2015,[19] and was officially canceled by ABC on May 12, 2016.[56]

The first season, which premiered on January 6, 2015,[57] introduces the origins of the Black Widow[image: External link] and Winter Soldier[image: External link] programs, which both appear in several MCU films.[58][59][60] The second season, which premiered on January 19, 2016,[61] features the Darkforce, which ties to the character Marcus Daniels[image: External link] in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. and Doctor Strange[image: External link].[62]

In the first season, Dominic Cooper reprise his role of Howard Stark from Captain America: The First Avenger.[63] James D'Arcy[image: External link] portrays Edwin Jarvis,[64] Stark's butler in the series who eventually serves as inspiration for Tony Stark's artificial intelligence J.A.R.V.I.S.[65] Costa Ronin portrays a young Anton Vanko, the co-creator of the arc reactor with Stark.[66] Chris Evans[image: External link] appears as Steve Rogers / Captain America[image: External link] via archive footage from The First Avenger.[67] McDonough and Toby Jones reprise their roles as Dugan and Arnim Zola, respectively.[68][69] In the second season, Cooper returns to reprise his role.[70]

Marvel's Inhumans

Main article: Inhumans (TV series)


The series is centered on Black Bolt[image: External link] and other members of the Inhuman Royal Family.[28]

In November 2016, Marvel Television and IMAX Corporation announced Marvel's Inhumans, to be produced in conjunction with ABC Studios.[28][71] The series first two episodes will be filmed entirely on IMAX digital cameras,[72] and will premiere on IMAX screens on September 1, 2017, for two weeks.[6][7] Select action sequences in the rest of the series will also be shot on IMAX.[72] ABC will then broadcast the series weekly starting on September 22, 2017,[8] with the network airing of the first two episodes featuring exclusive content, outside of the versions screened on IMAX.[28] The series was neither intended to be a reworking of the planned film[image: External link] from Marvel Studios, nor a spin-off from Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[5] Ben Sherwood, president of Disney–ABC Television Group, added that "We’ve worked very carefully with our friends at Marvel Studios—and this is a critical point—to make sure that calendar-wise and content-wise we are only enhancing" the MCU; the theatrical debut of the series was timed to not interfere with the release of any Marvel Studios films.[73] In December 2016, Scott Buck was announced as showrunner and executive producer for the series.[9] In February 2017, Anson Mount[image: External link] was cast as Black Bolt.[71] Filming began in March 2017 in Hawaii.[74]

Netflix series



	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	Originally released
	Showrunner(s)
	Status



	Marvel's Daredevil
	
	1
	13
	April 10, 2015
	Steven S. DeKnight[75]
	Released



	
	2
	13
	March 18, 2016
	Doug Petrie and Marco Ramirez[76]



	
	3[77]
	TBA
	TBA
	Pre-production



	Marvel's Jessica Jones
	
	1
	13
	November 20, 2015
	Melissa Rosenberg[78]
	Released



	
	2
	13[79]
	TBA
	Filming



	Marvel's Luke Cage
	
	1
	13
	September 30, 2016
	Cheo Hodari Coker[80]
	Released



	
	2[81]
	TBA
	TBA
	Filming



	Marvel's Iron Fist
	
	1
	13
	March 17, 2017
	Scott Buck[82]
	Released



	Marvel's The Defenders
	
	1
	8[83]
	August 18, 2017[84]
	Marco Ramirez[85]
	Preparing for release



	Marvel's The Punisher
	
	1
	13[86]
	2017[87]
	Steve Lightfoot[image: External link][88]




By October 2013, Marvel was preparing four drama series and a miniseries to present to video on demand services and cable providers, with Netflix, Amazon, and WGN America expressing interest.[89] That November, it was announced that Disney would provide Netflix with live-action series based on Daredevil, Jessica Jones, Iron Fist, and Luke Cage, leading up to a miniseries based on the Defenders.[90]

Marvel's Daredevil (2015–)

Main article: Daredevil (TV series)


Lawyer-by-day Matt Murdock uses his heightened senses from being blinded as a young boy to fight crime at night on the streets of Hell’s Kitchen[image: External link] as Daredevil, juxtaposed with the rise of crime lord Wilson Fisk.[91] Murdock eventually crosses paths with Frank Castle / Punisher[image: External link], a vigilante with far deadlier methods, and sees the return of his old girlfriend, Elektra Natchios[image: External link].[92][93]

In December 2013, Marvel confirmed that Drew Goddard[image: External link] would be the executive producer and showrunner for Daredevil, and would write and direct the first episode,[94] though at the end of May 2014, it was announced that Goddard would no longer be the showrunner for the series, being replaced by Steven S. DeKnight. Goddard, who wrote the first two episodes, remained with the show as an executive producer. It was also revealed that the series would be titled Marvel's Daredevil.[75] A few days later, Charlie Cox was cast as Daredevil.[95] A second season was ordered on April 21, 2015, with Doug Petrie and Marco Ramirez taking over as showrunners from DeKnight, who could not return to the series due to a prior commitment.[76] A third season was ordered in July 2016.[77]

The first season, which debuted in its entirety on April 10, 2015,[96] features references to The Avengers and the Battle of New York,[97] as well as mentioning Carl "Crusher" Creel[image: External link], who appears on Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[98] The insignia for the Iron Fist antagonist Steel Serpent[image: External link] is also seen in the season.[99] The second season, which premiered on March 18, 2016,[100] features the motorcycle gang[image: External link] Dogs of Hell, who appeared on Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[101] along with numerous references to the events of the first season of Jessica Jones.[102][103][104]

In the second season, Jon Bernthal[image: External link] was cast in a leading role as Frank Castle / Punisher,[105] before headlining his own series,[88] while Michelle Hurd[image: External link] and Carrie-Anne Moss[image: External link] reprise their roles of Samantha Reyes and Jeri Hogarth[image: External link] from Jessica Jones.[103][104]

Marvel's Jessica Jones (2015–)

Main article: Jessica Jones (TV series)


Former superhero Jessica Jones, who suffers from post-traumatic stress disorder[image: External link], opens her own detective agency to help people.[106]

In November 2013, Melissa Rosenberg was announced to write and executive produce the series,[78] and the following March, Loeb stated that filming would begin after Daredevil.[107] In December 2014, Krysten Ritter[image: External link] was cast as Jessica Jones in the series,[108] officially titled Marvel's Jessica Jones.[109] A second season was ordered on January 17, 2016.[79]

The first season, which debuted in its entirety on November 20, 2015,[110] features references to the events of The Avengers and the Avengers.[111] In the first season, Mike Colter[image: External link] was cast as Luke Cage,[112] a recurring role in the series before headlining his own series.[106] Rosario Dawson reprises her Daredevil role of Claire Temple,[113] as does Royce Johnson in his role of Brett Mahoney[image: External link].[114]

Marvel's Luke Cage (2016–)

Main article: Luke Cage (TV series)


When a sabotaged experiment gives him super strength and unbreakable skin, Luke Cage becomes a fugitive attempting to rebuild his life in Harlem[image: External link], and must soon confront his past and fight a battle for the heart of his city.[115]

Colter reprises his role as Carl Lucas / Luke Cage in his own series,[106][112][116] titled Marvel's Luke Cage.[80] In March 2014, Loeb stated that the series would begin filming after Iron Fist, being the fourth of the individual series.[107] By March 2015, it was instead slated to be the third of the individual series, beginning production after Jessica Jones.[76][117] The series was switched with Iron Fist after the positive reception Luke Cage received on Jessica Jones, becoming that series' breakout star and Marvel wanting to "follow the momentum".[118] Also in March, Cheo Hodari Coker was announced as showrunner and executive producer of the series.[80] A second season was ordered on December 3, 2016.[81]

The first season, which premiered on September 30, 2016,[119] features references to The Avengers, the second season of Daredevil, the first season of Jessica Jones, and a flier for Colleen Wing[image: External link]'s martial arts class, and mentions Justin Hammer, Wilson Fisk and Frank Castle.[120] Dawson,[121] Rob Morgan[image: External link], Rachel Taylor[image: External link], Stephen Rider[image: External link],[120] Parisa Fitz-Henley[image: External link],[122] and Danny Johnson[123] reprise their roles as Claire Temple, Turk Barrett, Trish Walker[image: External link], Blake Tower[image: External link], Reva Connors[image: External link] and Ben Donovan in the series, respectively.

Marvel's Iron Fist (2017)

Main article: Iron Fist (TV series)


Danny Rand returns to New York City, after being missing for fifteen years, to reclaim his family company. However, when a threat emerges, Rand must choose between his family's legacy and his duties as the Iron Fist.[124]

In March 2014, Loeb initially stated that the series would begin filming after Jessica Jones as the third of the individual series.[107] By March 2015, it was expected to be the fourth of the individual series, entering production following Luke Cage.[76][117] The series was switched with Luke Cage after the positive reception Luke Cage received on Jessica Jones, becoming that series' breakout star and Marvel wanting to "follow the momentum".[118] In April 2015, the title of the series was revealed to be Marvel's Iron Fist.[76] In December 2015, Marvel announced that Scott Buck would serve as showrunner and executive producer of the series.[82] In February 2016, Finn Jones[image: External link] was cast as Rand.[125][126] Filming began in New York City in April 2016,[127][128] and concluded in October 2016.[129] The series premiered on March 17, 2017.[124]

The series makes references to the events of The Avengers, the Hulk, Stark Industries[image: External link], Jessica Jones, Daredevil, Luke Cage, and Seagate Prison[image: External link],[130] and mentions the Dogs of Hell biker gang, New York Bulletin editor-in-chief Mitchell Ellison and reporter Karen Page[image: External link],[131] Roxxon Oil[image: External link] and Midland Circle.[132][133] Events from the second season of Daredevil are also noted throughout.[130][133] Moss,[134] Dawson,[129] Wai Ching Ho[image: External link],[135] Marquis Rodriguez,[136] Tijuana Ricks[image: External link], and Suzanne H. Smart reprise their roles as Jeri Hogarth, Claire Temple, Gao, Darryl, Thembi Wallace, and Shirley Benson, respectively, in the series.

Marvel's The Defenders

Main article: The Defenders (miniseries)


The superheroes Daredevil, Jessica Jones, Luke Cage, and Iron Fist team-up in New York City.[82]

The Defenders sees Cox, Ritter, Colter, and Jones reprise their roles as Matt Murdock / Daredevil, Jessica Jones, Luke Cage, and Danny Rand / Iron Fist, respectively, from the previous television series.[137] In March 2014, Loeb stated that the miniseries, officially titled Marvel's The Defenders, would begin filming after Iron Fist.[138][107][117] In April 2016, Marvel announced that Douglas Petrie and Marco Ramirez would act as showrunners for The Defenders.[138] However, by the start of filming in New York City in October 2016,[139][140] Petrie had left the series as co-showrunner.[85] Filming concluded in March 2017.[141] The eight-episode event is set to premiere on August 18, 2017.[83][84]

The miniseries also sees many supporting characters from the individual series reprise their roles, including, Deborah Ann Woll[image: External link],[142] Elden Henson[image: External link],[143] Scott Glenn[image: External link],[144] Élodie Yung[image: External link],[145] Eka Darville[image: External link],[146] Moss,[143] Taylor,[144] Simone Missick[image: External link],[147] Jessica Henwick[image: External link],[148] and Dawson[144] as Karen Page, Franklin "Foggy" Nelson[image: External link], Stick[image: External link], Elektra Natchios[image: External link], Malcolm Ducasse, Jeri Hogarth, Trish Walker, Misty Knight[image: External link], Colleen Wing[image: External link], and Claire Temple, respectively. It also references Midland Circle.[149]

Marvel's The Punisher

Main article: The Punisher (TV series)


Frank Castle is haunted and hunted after the murder of his family and becomes a vigilante known in the criminal underworld as "the Punisher", who aims to fight crime by any means necessary.[88][150]

By January 2016, ahead of the debut of Bernthal as armed vigilante Frank Castle / Punisher in the second season of Daredevil, Netflix was in "very early development" on a spin-off series titled The Punisher, and was looking for a showrunner. The series would be centered on Bernthal as Castle, and was described as a stand-alone series, outside of the series leading up to The Defenders.[151][152][153] Loeb implied that Marvel Television had not instigated the development of the spin-off and were focusing on making "the best 13 episodes of Daredevil season two" at the time, but did say, "I’m never going to discourage a network from looking at one of our characters and encouraging us to do more....If we are lucky enough that through the writing, through the direction, through the actor that people want to see more of that person, terrific."[154] In April 2016, Marvel and Netflix ordered The Punisher, along with confirming Bernthal's involvement and naming Steve Lightfoot[image: External link] as showrunner.[88] Filming began in Brooklyn, New York in October 2016,[155] and concluded in April 2017.[156] The series is set to be released in 2017.[87]

Woll reprises her role as Karen Page.[157]

Freeform series



	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	Showrunner(s)
	Status



	Marvel's Cloak & Dagger
	
	1[158]
	10[159]
	2018[160]
	TBA
	Joe Pokaski[160]
	Filming




Marvel's Cloak & Dagger

Main article: Cloak & Dagger (TV series)


Tandy Bowen and Tyrone Johnson, two teenagers from different backgrounds, acquire superpowers while forming a romantic relationship. They soon realize that their powers work better when they are together, "but their feelings for each other make their already complicated world even more challenging."[158]

In April 2016, the ABC-owned network Freeform announced a straight-to-series order for Marvel's Cloak & Dagger, based on the characters of the same name,[158] calling it their "first venture into the Marvel Cinematic Universe", and describing the show as a "superhero love story".[161] In January 2017, Olivia Holt[image: External link] and Aubrey Joseph[image: External link] were cast as Tandy Bowen / Dagger and Tyrone Johnson / Cloak, respectively.[162] Joe Pokaski serves as showrunner for the series.[160] Filming began in New Orleans in February 2017.[163] The first season, consisting of 10 episodes,[159] is set to air in 2018.[160]

Roxxon Oil is seen in the series.[164]

Recurring cast and characters

Further information: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe television series actors



List indicator(s)


	These tables include recurring, main characters, who have appeared in at least two seasons as a member of the principle ("main") cast for at least one of those. Please see the FAQ[image: External link] for more information.

	Series seasons, within the network season, are ordered based on their premiere date.

	A dark grey cell indicates the character was not in the season, or that the character's presence in the season has not yet been announced.

	An R indicates the actor had a recurring role for the season.

	A G indicates the actor made a guest appearance in the season.





ABC series



	Character
	2013–14 season
	2014–15 season[image: External link]
	2015–16 season[image: External link]
	2016–17 season[image: External link]
	2017–18 season[image: External link]



	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.

season 1
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.

season 2
	Agent Carter

season 1
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.

season 3
	Agent Carter

season 2
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.

season 4
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.

season 5[image: External link]



	Lincoln Campbell
	 
	Luke Mitchell[image: External link]R [165]
	 
	Luke Mitchell[166]
	 



	Peggy Carter
	 
	Hayley AtwellG [45]
	Hayley Atwell[55]
	 
	Hayley Atwell[53]
	 



	Phil Coulson
	Clark Gregg[11][17]
	 
	Clark Gregg[12]
	 
	Clark Gregg[13][167]



	Leo Fitz
	Iain De Caestecker[11][168]
	 
	Iain De Caestecker[12]
	 
	Iain De Caestecker[13]
	 



	Lance Hunter[image: External link]
	 
	Nick Blood[image: External link][169]
	 
	Nick Blood[12]
	 



	Edwin Jarvis
	 
	James D'Arcy[image: External link][64]
	 
	James D'Arcy[170]
	 



	Daisy "Skye" Johnson

Quake
	Chloe Bennet[11][171][172]
	 
	Chloe Bennet[12][173]
	 
	Chloe Bennet[13]
	 



	Alphonso "Mack" MacKenzie
	 
	Henry SimmonsR [174]
	 
	Henry Simmons[175]
	 
	Henry Simmons[13]
	 



	Melinda May
	Ming-Na Wen[image: External link][11][176]
	 
	Ming-Na Wen[12]
	 
	Ming-Na Wen[13][177]



	Bobbi Morse
	 
	Adrianne Palicki[47]
	 
	Adrianne Palicki[12]
	 



	Holden Radcliffe[image: External link]
	 
	John Hannah[image: External link]R [178]
	 
	John Hannah[179][180]
	 



	Jemma Simmons
	Elizabeth Henstridge[11][168]
	 
	Elizabeth Henstridge[12]
	 
	Elizabeth Henstridge[13][181]



	Daniel Sousa
	 
	Enver Gjokaj[182]
	 
	Enver Gjokaj[170]
	 



	Jack Thompson
	 
	Chad Michael Murray[image: External link][182]
	 
	Chad Michael Murray[183]
	 



	Grant Ward
	Brett Dalton[image: External link][11][184]
	 
	Brett Dalton[12]
	 
	Brett DaltonR [185]
	 




Netflix series



	Character
	2015[image: External link]
	2016[image: External link]
	2017[image: External link]
	TBA



	Daredevil

season 1
	Jessica Jones

season 1
	Daredevil

season 2
	Luke Cage

season 1
	Marvel's

Iron Fist
	Marvel's

The Defenders
	Marvel's

The Punisher
	Jessica Jones

season 2
	Luke Cage

season 2
	Daredevil

season 3



	Frank Castle

Punisher[image: External link]
	 
	Jon Bernthal[image: External link][105]
	 
	Jon Bernthal[88]
	 



	Malcolm Ducasse[image: External link]
	 
	Eka Darville[image: External link][186]
	 
	Eka DarvilleG [146]
	 



	Wilson Fisk

Kingpin
	Vincent D'Onofrio[187]
	 
	Vincent D'Onofrio[102][188]
	 



	Jeri Hogarth[image: External link]
	 
	Carrie-Anne Moss[image: External link][189]
	Carrie-Anne MossG [104]
	 
	Carrie-Anne MossG [134][143]
	 
	Carrie-Anne Moss[190]
	 



	Jessica Jones
	 
	Krysten Ritter[image: External link][106][108]
	 
	Krysten Ritter[137]
	 
	Krysten Ritter[191]
	 



	Mercedes "Misty" Knight[image: External link]
	 
	Simone Missick[image: External link][192]
	 
	Simone MissickG [147]
	 



	Luke Cage
	 
	Mike Colter[image: External link][112]
	 
	Mike Colter[112][116]
	 
	Mike Colter[137]
	 
	Mike Colter[193]
	 



	Matt Murdock

Daredevil
	Charlie Cox[95]
	 
	Charlie Cox[194]
	 
	Charlie Cox[137]
	 
	Charlie Cox[195]



	Elektra Natchios[image: External link]
	 
	Élodie Yung[image: External link][196]
	 
	Élodie Yung[145]
	 



	Franklin "Foggy" Nelson[image: External link]
	Elden Henson[image: External link][197]
	 
	Elden Henson[105]
	 
	Elden HensonG [143]
	 



	Karen Page[image: External link]
	Deborah Ann Woll[image: External link][198]
	 
	Deborah Ann Woll[105]
	 
	Deborah Ann WollG [142]
	Deborah Ann Woll[157]
	 



	Danny Rand

Iron Fist
	 
	Finn Jones[image: External link][126][137]
	 



	Claire Temple
	Rosario Dawson[199]
	Rosario DawsonG [113]
	Rosario Dawson[121][129][200]
	Rosario DawsonG [144]
	 
	Rosario Dawson[201]
	 



	Patricia "Trish" Walker[image: External link]
	 
	Rachael Taylor[image: External link][202]
	 
	Rachael TaylorG [120]
	 
	Rachael TaylorG [144]
	 
	Rachael Taylor[203]
	 



	Colleen Wing[image: External link]
	 
	Jessica Henwick[image: External link][204]
	Jessica HenwickG [148]
	 




Reception

For more details on the reception of each series, see the "Reception" section on each series' article.

Ratings



	Series
	Season
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings[image: External link]



	First aired
	Total viewers

(in millions)
	Last aired
	Total viewers

(in millions)
	Average total viewers (inc. DVR[image: External link])

(in millions)
	Rank
	18–49 rating (rank)



	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	
	1[image: External link]
	September 24, 2013
	12.12[205]
	May 13, 2014
	5.45[206]
	8.31
	43
	3.0 (20)[207]



	
	2[image: External link]
	September 23, 2014
	5.98[208]
	May 12, 2015
	3.88[209]
	7.46
	24
	2.8 (11)[210]



	
	3[image: External link]
	September 29, 2015
	4.90[211]
	May 17, 2016
	3.03[212]
	5.52
	85
	2.0 (47)[213]



	
	4[image: External link]
	September 20, 2016
	3.44[214]
	May 16, 2017
	2.08[215]
	4.22
	110
	1.5/6 (70)[216]



	Agent Carter
	
	1[image: External link]
	January 6, 2015
	6.91[217]
	February 24, 2015
	4.02[218]
	7.61
	29
	2.4 (29)[210]



	
	2[image: External link]
	January 19, 2016
	3.18[219]
	March 1, 2016
	2.35[220]
	4.37
	109
	1.4 (88)[213]




Critical response



	Series
	Season
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]



	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	
	1[image: External link]
	87% (47 reviews)[221]
	74 (33 reviews)[222]



	
	2[image: External link]
	94% (18 reviews)[223]
	N/A



	
	3[image: External link]
	100% (13 reviews)[224]
	N/A



	
	4[image: External link]
	100% (13 reviews)[225]
	N/A



	Agent Carter
	
	1[image: External link]
	95% (41 reviews)[226]
	72 (27 reviews)[227]



	
	2[image: External link]
	81% (16 reviews)[228]
	N/A



	Daredevil
	
	1[image: External link]
	98% (51 reviews)[229]
	75 (22 reviews)[230]



	
	2[image: External link]
	76% (33 reviews)[231]
	68 (13 reviews)[232]



	Jessica Jones
	
	1[image: External link]
	93% (57 reviews)[233]
	81 (32 reviews)[234]



	Luke Cage
	
	1[image: External link]
	96% (53 reviews)[235]
	79 (30 reviews)[236]



	Iron Fist
	
	1[image: External link]
	17% (53 reviews)[237]
	37 (21 reviews)[238]




With the release of the second season of Daredevil, Brian Lowery of Variety felt the Netflix series "have already leapfrogged ABC’s forays into the Marvel universe in terms of their appeal, in part by tapping into the avid fan base that supports pay models and doesn’t need to be spoon-fed plot points. In the process, they have demonstrated that it’s possible to deliver a credible superhero show without a lot of pyrotechnics".[239]

After the release of the first season of Luke Cage, The Atlantic[image: External link]'s David Sims wrote on the pacing issue of Marvel's Netflix series, a common complaint to that point, stating, "After two seasons of Daredevil, one of Jessica Jones, and now one of Luke Cage, the Netflix model feels fundamentally flawed, encouraging the kind of molasses-slow plotting comic books are designed to eschew. The problem isn’t that these shows are bad, necessarily... But they all take far too long to get going, by which point many viewers will have already tuned out." He felt one of the problems was the fact that Netflix does not rely on viewers tuning into a particular series as broadcast series do each week, but rather subscribers who, if they lose interest, "can take as long as they want to catch up... as long as they keep paying their subscription fee every month." The Netflix series are also afforded the opportunity to explore elements in more detail, with Sims noting "A lot of this detail [is] good, but it could have been considerably compressed—none of the Marvel Netflix series, so far, would have lost much by being squeezed into 10 episodes, or even 8. If Netflix shaved the 60-minute running time down quite a bit, it would likely inspire more economical—and better—storytelling from its shows." Sims concluded by saying, "What’s most frustrating of all is that Netflix isn’t getting rid of this approach anytime soon. Daredevil season three, Jessica Jones season two, Iron Fist, and The Punisher are all on their way, and each will follow the same 13-episode structure... The only respite may come in the form of The Defenders, a planned crossover series... over the course of just eight episodes. Who knows? The show might even surprise viewers and explain its villain’s motivations within the first hour. Until then, fans will be stuck needlessly giving over entire days to these series, while others are deterred from watching at all."[240] In her review for the first season of Iron Fist, Allison Keene of Collider.com spoke more on the pacing of Marvel's Netflix series, stating, "By focusing so intently on making these series... much more grounded in a gritty real world than what we typically expect from a superhero show (like DC's candy-colored [Arrowverse] on The CW[image: External link]), the problem is that they miss out on the key element: this should be fantastical entertainment."[241]

Potential projects

Marvel's Damage Control

Further information: Damage Control (comics) § Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link]


The show follows the overworked, underpaid, clean up crew[image: External link] of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, who specialize in dealing with the aftermath of superhero conflicts, rescheduling events because of the conflicts, and retrieving lost items.[242]

In October 2015, ABC ordered a put pilot for a half-hour live-action comedy series Marvel's Damage Control, based on the comics construction company of the same name[image: External link]. The series is being developed by Ben Karlin[image: External link] for ABC Studios and Marvel Television, with Karlin also writing the script for the project and serving as executive producer.[242][243] In January 2016, ABC Entertainment president Paul Lee[image: External link] said Damage Control was "going to be coming out this season," seemingly implying it would air in the 2016–17 television season[image: External link].[244]

Other

Marvel has been working with screenwriter John Ridley[image: External link] since mid-April 2015 to craft a new television series, "reinventing" an existing Marvel character or property.[245] In January 2016, Ridley confirmed that the project was "still in development". He stated that he was looking to "bring some of the socially conscious nature" of Jessica Jones and his series American Crime[image: External link] to the show, while also creating something that is "straight entertainment".[246] A year later, Channing Dungey revealed that Ridley's project was still progressing, with Ridley working on a rewrite of his script.[247] Ridley added that the rewrite was not because "anything didn't work the first time around", but rather trying to make sure the series does something viewers have not necessarily seen before in a superhero television series, hoping it would occupy "a space that is not currently being filled" by Marvel. He also stated that he hoped to create the series "in the near term."[248]

In January 2016, Lee announced that ABC Studios was developing a second comedy series with Marvel in hope it would air on ABC,[244] while Netflix CCO Ted Sarandos stated that "all the characters in the universe could also spin out" into their own series at some point.[153] In May 2016, Dungey said that there were "a handful of projects in development", after passing on Most Wanted and canceling Agent Carter, and that Marvel and ABC were looking "at series that would be beneficial to both brands."[249]

Marvel's Most Wanted

Main article: Most Wanted (TV pilot)


By April 2015, Marvel was developing a spinoff series of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. The series, which was being developed by Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. executive producer Jeffrey Bell and writer Paul Zbyszewski, would be based on storylines occurring at the end of the second season of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., and would receive its own pilot rather than a backdoor pilot[image: External link].[250] Adrianne Palicki and Nick Blood[image: External link] entered into discussions to headline the potential new series as their characters Bobbi Morse and Lance Hunter[image: External link], respectively.[251] By May 7, 2015, when ABC announced their series renewals and cancellations, and new series pickups, the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. spinoff was passed on.[252]

In August 2015, the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. spinoff series received new life as a reworked series, titled Marvel's Most Wanted, with a pilot order.[253] Bell and Zbyszewski once again developed the series, while also serving as co-writers of the pilot, executive producers, and showrunners, with Jeph Loeb also attached as executive producer.[254] The series would still focus on Morse and Hunter, with Palicki and Blood both attached, and was described as "a new take focusing on the same duo and their continuing adventures."[253] In May 2016, the series was passed on by ABC once again.[255]
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Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe






The music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) is the film and television scores composed by various composers for the films and television series of that franchise. Ramin Djawadi provided the first MCU music with his original score for Iron Man in 2008. Alan Silvestri was the first composer to work on multiple MCU films after he transitioned from scoring Captain America: The First Avenger (2011) to Marvel's The Avengers (2012), while Brian Tyler was the first composer to reference the work of another MCU composer when he quoted Silvestri's "Captain America March" in his score for Thor: The Dark World (2013).

Original music has also been composed for the Marvel One-Shots short film series, and other related projects of the MCU, including the fanfares for the two Marvel Studios logos, composed by Tyler and Michael Giacchino, respectively. Additionally, original songs have been created specifically for use in the franchise, including "Make Way For Tomorrow, Today" by Richard M. Sherman[image: External link] and "Star Spangled Man" by Alan Menken[image: External link] and David Zippel[image: External link], both of which have been used in multiple MCU projects. The scores for every MCU film and television series have received album releases, and several compilation albums featuring existing songs used in the films have also been released.

Critical response to the MCU's music has been mixed-to-negative, with focus placed on a lack of memorable, identifiable themes that are comparable to other large media franchises, and on the lack of continuity between works. Despite this, some critics have shown appreciation for the individual work of some of the more traditional composers like Silvestri, and for Tyler's efforts in attempting to establish a consistent tone for the franchise and some thematic continuity between his scores and Silvestri's work.
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 Iron Man




Ramin Djawadi had been a fan of the character Iron Man as a child, saying that he always liked superheroes "that actually don’t have any superpowers". After Iron Man director Jon Favreau's previous collaborator John Debney was unavailable to score the film,[1] Djawadi sought out the role himself.[2] Filming on Iron Man had already been completed by the time Djawadi joined the production,[3] and rather than wait until he could see the completed film, as he usually would, Djawadi began "playing with ideas" as soon as he saw the first trailer.[2] Due to time constraints and the final cut of the film changing until "the last possible minute", Djawadi had help with arrangements and additional cues from Hans Zimmer[image: External link] and Remote Control Productions[image: External link].[2] Rage Against the Machine[image: External link] guitarist Tom Morello[image: External link], who makes a cameo appearance in the film, contributed guitar performances to the score.[4]

Favreau had a clear vision of heavy metal music[image: External link] and guitars for the project,[2] saying that Tony Stark was more of a rock star than a traditional superhero, and "there’s Spider-man, Batman[image: External link] and all these superhero movies. This superhero movie’s different. I want to do something completely different, instead of going down the orchestral route. I want to do more rock and roll."[3] Djawadi subsequently composed most of the film's score on guitar, before arranging it for orchestra. Djawadi composed several themes for the character of Tony Stark, representing his different moods and attitudes, all inspired by Robert Downey, Jr.'s performance. Other themes for the film are "not so much character based, but rather plot based that carry you through the movie".[2] Musicians John O'Brien and Rick Boston[image: External link], frequent collaborators with Favreau, provided a big band[image: External link]-style arrangement[image: External link] of the Iron Man theme song from the 1966 cartoon The Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] for a scene where Stark attends a casino.[5]
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 The Incredible Hulk




Director Louis Leterrier's first choice for composer on The Incredible Hulk was Craig Armstrong, once the arranger for Massive Attack[image: External link], a band Leterrier was fond of and had collaborated with on the 2005 film Unleashed[image: External link]; this choice had surprised Marvel, who often had directors asking for the likes of John Williams[image: External link] or Danny Elfman, and the studio was hesitant due to Armstrong's lack of experience writing for action films. Leterrier listened to Armstrong's previous music while planning and editing the film,[6] and music editor Peter Myles[image: External link] used Armstrong's work and similar music by others in the film's temp score[image: External link]. Armstrong chose not to listen to the temp, or watch Ang Lee[image: External link]'s Hulk[image: External link], before composing the score, which he begun in his home in Glasgow[image: External link], Scotland, before moving to Remote Control in Los Angeles to be closer to the production. The score was recorded in four days, resulting in little time for adjustments on the day, forcing Armstrong to "create very specific demos" that were "completely accurate" for Matt Dunkley to orchestrate[image: External link]. Leterrier favored an orchestral sound over electronics, "because he didn’t want the work to sound dated so quickly", though Armstrong did electronically enhance a lot of the orchestral recordings. Additionally, "about half the score" features various ethnic instruments performed by Pete Lockett[image: External link].[7]

When Armstrong first began working in Glasgow, he did so with three sequences which he called "the keys to opening up" the score: the Abomination[image: External link] and the Hulk's alley fight, "which was complex because of its choreography"; Bruce Banner and Betty Ross[image: External link]' reunion, "the romantic element of the score"; and the Hulk and Betty in the cave, which "combines The Hulk Theme and when Hulk and Betty are together, so the Bruce and Betty Theme was totally different than my music for The Hulk and Betty". For the Hulk's theme, Armstrong compared it to Williams' main theme for Jaws[image: External link], with "simple notation" that "summed up the complete concept". The theme features a bass C note[image: External link], with string glissandos[image: External link] up an octave and then back down to the original note. Other themes include Bruce Banner's theme, for "when he’s alone and searching for the cure"; two theme's for the Abomination, a dark one for the soldier Emil Blonsky and a more aggressive one for when he becomes a monster himself (the latter is combined with the Hulk theme when those character's fight); the love theme for Banner and Betty Ross; and a scientific theme, for "when they are trying to crack the codes of the Hulk". Joe Harnell[image: External link]'s "The Lonely Man" theme for the 1978 The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] television series is briefly quoted in the cue "Bruce Goes Home", with Armstrong playing the piano for the piece himself.[7]
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 Iron Man 2




For the sequel to Iron Man, Debney returned to work with Favreau, replacing Djawadi as composer.[8] Debney called his score for Iron Man 2 "quite different in many ways from the last score. This score while employing much guitar and more contemporary elements, it is also much bigger and darker in tone and scope."[9] He described his music as "Led Zeppelin[image: External link] with an orchestra",[10] and elaborated that "The two scores share a common pedigree [of rock-and-roll and electric guitar] but are generally different. They are different scores with different results."[1] Debney was not influenced by the AC/DC[image: External link] soundtrack for the film, feeling that "the songs and score play two very different roles in the film", and unlike the previous score he used a large choir for some of the film's more dramatic moments. Morello returned to again contribute guitar performances for the film, this time collaborating with Debney to write some of the music itself, with Debney first composing the score, and then working with Morello on the guitar parts and "textures".[9]

Debney called Iron Man 2 "odd in that there were not a lot of places where a true superhero theme could be played. Tony Stark is uber cool even as Iron Man, so, musically, we couldn’t state a full-blown superhero theme. The strains of Iron Man’s theme are heard only in a few spots by design. I’m hoping with future films, Iron Man might get his full-blown theme played aggressively."[1] For instance, Debney recorded several different versions of the score for scenes where Stark puts on the Iron Man suit, each with "different portions of the theme fleshed out or left out". What was ultimately chosen "was less thematic. It was sort of a groove with a little bit of French horn. Maybe that was the right choice, but it was a difficult decision. It was difficult to find the areas in the movie where we could let Tony be a superhero." He continued, "There were moments where I wanted to play a scene broadly or make a love scene out of it but we were never able to go there", such as for the end of the film where "Tony finally kisses Pepper ... there were a couple of versions I did that were really gorgeous and lush but it just didn't fit. It's a different kind of movie because they kiss and then all of a sudden the mood is broken. It's just the nature of this character." Debney felt that this process led to the score being "watered down and mashed up a little bit" from what he originally intended. However, Debney did not feel the same about his music for the villain, Ivan Vanko[image: External link], which he described as a personal "joy". He said that Favreau "gave me a great opportunity to get into [the opening] scene and learn [Vanko]'s circumstances and to play sincerely sad music for him and the relationship he had with his father. Jon gave me the opportunity to morph that and turn it into something really dark and twisted. For me that was the most satisfactory part of the score and the film".[10] For Vanko's theme, the choir sang in Russian to "capture the dark Russian soul" of the character.[9]
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 Thor




Director Kenneth Branagh[image: External link]'s frequent composing collaborator Patrick Doyle called Thor "the most commercially high profile film I have done since Frankenstein[image: External link]", and noted that "Marvel Studios have a brand in Thor. Their interest, like mine, was for strong thematic material that would capture the essence of that brand." Branagh and Doyle wanted the score to have a contemporary feel, while Doyle "was also eager for the score to contain a strong sense of melody, which [Branagh] responds to in my work. He was keen, as indeed I was, that the grand images were not in any way hyperbolized, and that there would be a balance between playing with, and against the images." To distinguish between the realms of Asgard[image: External link] and Earth musically, Doyle used "broader orchestral strokes and thicker orchestration" to depict the grandeur and beauty of Asgard, and more "contemporary, electronic and percussion driven" music for the Earth scenes, incorporating the then-popular ostinato[image: External link] technique "in a symphonic way whenever appropriate".[11]

Doyle took inspiration for the score from his own Celtic[image: External link] background, which he described as "very intertwined" with the Norse mythology[image: External link] that Thor is based on, as well as the works of Richard Wagner[image: External link]. He found the main challenge of the score to be composing a "superhero theme" for the titular character, and a second main theme representing Asgard, the latter of which Doyle wanted "to come across as an old folk song from a Celtic world". He noted that the Asgard theme develops throughout the film to also represent traveling, action, and fighting. Of the other themes he composed for the film, Doyle also noted a theme for Jotunheim[image: External link], another world visited in the film. On specific instrumentation for the character of Thor, Doyle jokingly noted that a piccolo[image: External link] would be inappropriate, and that a character with such a big personality and physicality required "a slightly more robust set of musical instruments: horns, low brass, slow strings etc." To represent the character's longing for home after he is banished from Asgard to Earth, Doyle used a Cor Anglais[image: External link], which he felt also captured Thor's pathos and nobility.[11]
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 Captain America: The First Avenger




By February 2011, Marvel chose Alan Silvestri to provide the score for Captain America: The First Avenger after composing the "iconic scores" for Back to the Future[image: External link] and Forrest Gump[image: External link], over a number of other composers including Michael Giacchino, John Powell[image: External link], and Henry Jackman.[12][13] Silvestri then met with director Joe Johnston to spot the film, and had seven and a half weeks to compose the score. Johnston wanted a full orchestral score "to allow for movement" between the film's two genres: a period piece and a futuristic, high-tech sci-fi film. Silvestri noted the appropriateness of the fact that his style of music, which he describes as "romantically heroic", is often described by others as "patriotic", as well as his tendency to use brass instruments, which can "compete sonically and give the music some kind of presence where it might not have any", something necessary during the film's action sequences.[14]

In Silvestri's first meeting with Johnston, the latter raised his desire for a central theme. On this, Silvestri said, "To have some kind of musical signature either for a character or some aspect of the film, truly holds the score together. A theme makes the music feel like one piece in a sense." For this central theme, a fanfare for Captain America[image: External link], Silvestri did not look to any past film scores in particular, instead looking to "certain kinds of elements that we have, over time, associated with that kind of heroic statement", such as the percussive elements, intervals, and brass instrumentation of Aaron Copland[image: External link]'s "Fanfare for the Common Man[image: External link]". He noted that Captain America is a "very bold and bombastic idea, so you don’t need to inflate that in any way. But that doesn’t mean you have to play those elements down either", adding that he felt Captain America was fleshed out more as a character simply by facing "a really bad guy" in the Red Skull[image: External link] in a similar way to Luke Skywalker[image: External link]'s development in the presence of Darth Vader[image: External link]. On the Red Skull himself, Silvestri looked to take the character seriously and "play him as bad", but allowed for more compassion for the character when he talks about his tortured past.[14] He also introduced a theme for the Tesseract, Red Skull's energy source.[15]
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 The Avengers




In November 2011, Marvel announced that Silvestri would return to compose the score for the crossover film Marvel's The Avengers. Silvestri found it helpful to have already been part of the "Marvel process", which gave him a "sense of how Marvel treats their characters, cares for them, and a bit of what that Marvel post-production process feels like".[16] Director Joss Whedon preferred an "old-school ... old-fashioned" score to using pre-existing songs, which he felt makes "the moment [become] about the song". He called Silvestri "letter perfect for this movie because he can give you the heightened emotion ... but he can also be extraordinarily cue and character specific, which I love."[17] Silvestri did not want the score to have the same "military" feeling as Captain America: The First Avengers's, as Stark says in the film "We’re not soldiers." However, Whedon did want aspects of the film to resemble a war film[image: External link], and "there are times where [the Avengers are] absolutely functioning as this paramilitary unit", so Silvestri did add some "military seasoning" in places. Both Whedon and Silvestri wanted the score to build throughout the film, to climax in the final battle. For the aftermath of that fight, Silvestri uses a simple guitar piece to give the audience a rest with a "complete sonic break" from what comes before in the film. He then segues back into the full orchestra for the end of the film. For a sequence where the villain Loki attacks while a string quartet plays Franz Schubert[image: External link]'s String Quartet No. 13 in A minor[image: External link], the editors had already overlaid the piece with a temp track for when Loki "starts to do his thing". Silvestri expanded on this for the final score, having the music transition from the onscreen quartet to the entire orchestra playing the same piece when the fighting begins.[18]

On composing for a film with such a large cast, Silvestri said, "I’ve worked on films where there have been a number of stars and certainly worked on films where there have been characters of equal weight in terms of their level of importance and profile in the film, but this one is somewhat extreme in that regard because each of these characters has their own world ... the film is really about the coming together of these characters, which implies that there is this entity called the Avengers which really has to be representative of all of them together."[16] Later elaborating on this, Silvestri said, "We knew that if we were to have a theme for every character in this movie, the music would get very clunky and intrusive. So I stayed away from all of that." Instead, Marvel and Whedon wanted a central, definable "Avengers" theme for the film, which Silvestri wanted to have a heroic aspect and a grandness, but also be "generated from that scene when they’re all gathering for the last great battle ... the interesting thing about it as the 'big moment; of the score is that they’re not doing anything. They’re standing there, which allowed me to move away from the idea of it being an action moment."[18] Silvestri did ultimately use some other themes in the score: he developed a motif[image: External link] for Loki as the central villain of the film, a "low, ominous sequence of chords, [used] when his presence is either visible or implied"; he reprised his Captain America theme, for when that character "makes his entrance, or when he’s in the middle of a fight scene ... yet not using it fully" as "a little of his theme goes a long, long way", and his Tesseract theme, including over the opening logos of the film; and midway through Silvestri's work writing the score, Whedon had seen some completed scenes featuring the Black Widow and "wanted to explore music that was a bit more thematic for her", so Silvestri introduced "a lonely, plucked theme with an Eastern European[image: External link] flavor" to define the character.[15][18][19] For the other major characters, Silvestri used instrumentation to differentiate their scenes, for instance Iron Man "always has the more contemporary, rhythmic component to a lot of his music."[15]
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 Iron Man 3




With Iron Man 3 featuring a post-Avengers Tony Stark, Marvel and incoming director Shane Black wanted to move away from the rock sound of the previous Iron Man films,[20] and towards "a score that echoed the classics of super hero film history",[21] for which they approached Brian Tyler, a Marvel fan whose previous music had often been used in temp scores for other films by the studio. Tyler stated that Marvel was interested in him for his more thematic work from the likes of The Greatest Game Ever Played[image: External link], Annapolis[image: External link], and Partition[image: External link], rather than his "modern" action music such as that for The Fast and the Furious[image: External link] films and Battle: Los Angeles[image: External link], and wanted him to combine the energy of the latter with the sensibilities of the former. In addition to the classic orchestra, Tyler recorded metallic sounds such as anvils being hit to add an element of "iron" to the score. As a nod to the previous Iron Man composer's use of guitars, Tyler added instances of the orchestra performing Black Sabbath[image: External link]-like riffs[image: External link] throughout the film.[20]

Marvel specifically asked Tyler for a new and different, "really identifiable" theme for Iron Man to represent his "serious" new role in the MCU as a "legitimate superhero", which Tyler described as a thematic reboot[image: External link]. To create a "bigger and grander" sound than the previous Iron Man scores, Tyler took influence from the works of John Williams, Alex North[image: External link], and John Barry[image: External link], among others. Tyler composed the new theme on piano, but always intended it to be a "march and anthem" with a large brass component. Tyler also used the same theme played on a harp to represent Stark's sad emotional state after he is stranded without the Iron Man suit,[20] and created a "wild 1960s style" arrangement of it for the film's main titles which had reminded Tyler of a typical police series from that era.[21][22] For the Extremis[image: External link] technology, Tyler wanted a motif with a magical quality as he felt that it was technology so futuristic that it seemed like magic, and so looked to Williams' "The Well of the Souls" cue from Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link] for inspiration, giving the motif a spiritual feel. The idea of spirituality also extends to the Mandarin[image: External link]'s theme; Tyler noted the ambiguity of the character in terms of ethnicity and culture, and how he appears in the film as a "be-all" terrorist, as well as his role as a fanatical, "quasi-religious leader" comparable to Jim Jones[image: External link].[20] The theme ultimately combines religious music from multiple cultures—including Monastic[image: External link], Gothic, and Christian chants and choirs, and sounds from the Middle-East and Asia—and was primarily played on the bansuri[image: External link] and bazantar[image: External link].[20][22]
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 Thor: The Dark World




Branagh chose not to return for the sequel to Thor,[23] and was replaced as director by Alan Taylor.[24] By August 2012, Doyle had discussed potentially returning to score the film with Taylor,[25] however, Taylor's first choice for composer was Carter Burwell[image: External link],[26] who signed on to Thor: The Dark World by April 2013.[27] A month later, Burwell left the film in what Marvel described as a "creative split",[28] and Tyler signed on to replace him that June.[29] President of Marvel Studios Kevin Feige later explained that Marvel had approved of Taylor's choice based on Burwell's collaborations with the Coen brothers[image: External link], but the studio ultimately felt that Burwell was not the right fit for the film, and had to make an early decision to replace the composer due to the relatively short time left for post-production on the film; Feige admitted that if there was "time for trial and error, it might have worked" out. Tyler was chosen by Marvel to replace Burwell based on the positive experience the company had working with him on Iron Man 3.[26]

On differentiating his scores for Iron Man 3 and The Dark World, Tyler said that they were at the opposite ends of the "superhero spectrum", and so even though he used full orchestras for both, "the actual writing of the notes and the harmonies and all that was different."[30] He later elaborated that "The feel of Thor is a very different than Iron Man. Yet they live in the same universe. For me, it’s like somehow Indiana Jones[image: External link] showed up on the Enterprise[image: External link], or something."[31] Tyler described The Dark World as "science fiction meeting classic medieval war",[30] and saw it as a cross between Star Wars and The Lord of the Rings[image: External link]—"there’s spaceships and lasers ... but within it they wear capes and fight with swords and ride horses ... those were not elements really present as much in the first one. So it required something different. I think my score for Thor: The Dark World would have been out of place in the first film and vice versa."[32] Azam Ali[image: External link], who collaborated with Tyler on Children of Dune[image: External link], and Tori Letzler are featured vocalists for the score; Tyler felt that their contributions provided "something emotional" to the score.[33][34]

Rather than have Tyler reprise Doyle's themes from the first film, Marvel wanted Tyler to create a new, post-Avengers Thor theme as he did for Tony Stark in Iron Man 3.[20][32] Tyler described his new theme as mature, regal, and epic, and noted that the romantic elements with the character Jane Foster[image: External link] become "kind of melancholy" for the sequel, "because she’s this mortal that he’s fallen for, which could not be further from his side of the train tracks".[32] The theme for Thor evolved from a more "pageant"-like theme that represents Asgard in the film,[35] which has a much more lived-in feeling than it did in the first film. Tyler also introduced a new theme for post-Avengers Loki to reflect his increasingly complicated personality and storyline,[22] performed on a harp to play against expectations.[36] Despite not reprising Doyle's themes, Tyler looked to pay homage to his general style and sound from the first film during quieter moments like dialogue scenes.[22] He also quotes Silvestri's Captain America theme when that character makes a brief cameo appearance.[22][37]
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 Captain America: The Winter Soldier




When Henry Jackman was in the running to score Captain America: The First Avenger, he had written "a full-on traditional symphonic, Americana score" as proof-of-concept for Marvel, which he looked to return to when Marvel asked him to score the sequel, Captain America: The Winter Soldier. He felt that Silvestri had used that same style to great effect in the first film, but found that the second film "could not have been more different, and the score was not suitable, so I had to rewrite it".[13] Jackman said of his work on the film, "it’s 50% production and all the tricks I’ve learnt from spending years in the record industry but then it’s also got the kind of injection of symphonic, thematic, heroic music that all kind of merges into one musical, and hopefully coherent piece".[38] He described the film as aesthetically "way closer to something like Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] than it is to say the Richard Donner[image: External link]'s Superman[image: External link], or the traditional, nostalgic superhero film."[13] Some of Silvestri's work from the first film is tracked into the opening of the sequel, which Jackman said "reminds everyone where we left off. This character is about to get hurled into a completely different environment, so it’s a nice way to tie the two films together."[39]

Jackman first created three pieces of music for directors Anthony and Joe Russo: a modern Captain America theme; a six-to-seven minute suite for the Winter Soldier; and a track representing Hydra.[38][40] Concerning Captain America, Jackman struggled to balance having "enough theme so that you’ve got something heroic to cling onto, but not so much that it’s just becoming nostalgic and irrelevant", and stated that in the third act "the more melodic, the more lyrical, the more thematic element [starts] to come through". The one note Feige gave Jackman on the score was asking him to embrace "those moments that are emotional or historical or nostalgic", such as when the character visits his own Smithsonian[image: External link] exhibit. For those, Jackman took some inspiration from the works of Aaron Copland.[40] Jackman described the Winter Soldier[image: External link] as "a mechanized, violent, relentless, nihilistic beast that just destroys everything in its path", so approaching the character in a Wagnerian way would be "inappropriate ... instead [I decided] to embrace it and start exploiting all these other tricks I've learned in working in the record industry and making drum and bass records."[13] In the Winter Soldier suite, "the strings only show up for the last minute. It is violent—it's got screaming and banging and it's dystopian and dysfunctional. Much closer to a modern electronic thing than anything orchestral."[13][38] Jackman spent ten days just processing vocal recordings to give the theme a sense of "tortured, time-stretched human cries of someone who has been so processed that it's become mechanized at the same time but you can still hear the human in there". He also tried to give the piece an arc, where the human elements get more "revealed toward the end of the film" as Captain America and the audience come to learn who the Winter Soldier is and care about him.[41] When Jackman played the suite for the directors, they loved the unique and non-film music sound, and asked that Jackman not sanitize or water it down for the film—Joe said, "I really want to hear that in the movie and not just 20% of" it.[38] For Hydra, Jackman wanted to move away from the "Wagnerian symphonic baddie music" of the first film, and "come up with a sinister tonality that didn’t feel like the muhahahaha of an arch villain, because the sinister nature of the neo-fascist within the film is modern, credible and politically contemporary."[40] Jackman also introduces a motif for the Falcon.[42]
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 Guardians of the Galaxy




As he did on his previous films, director James Gunn[image: External link] brought his composer Tyler Bates onto Guardians of the Galaxy in pre-production so Bates could write music ahead of time for Gunn to film to.[43] Gunn provided material such as "pre-video sequences" for Bates to use while writing the music,[44] and then "during action scenes and huge dramatic moments we blare the score on set so that the cast, crew, and camera can move in harmony with the music. Music is often an afterthought in film, but never for us."[43] Bates then re-wrote most of the score once the film was being edited. Bates found the score to be his "most demanding", and explained that "at least half the cues in the movie have more than 500 tracks of audio", consisting of multiple orchestral passes, choirs, overdubs, and other instrumentation.[44] On working in with all of the songs that Gunn put in the film's soundtrack, Bates said, "The music is literally a different personality in the movie, has a different function than the songs. It exists more, not only to be propulsive in the action sequences and to set up some of the comedic moments, but really to underscore the emotional depth of the characters."[45]

Bates said on using themes and motifs in the score, "Very few movies that are made these days are fantastical enough to sustain huge, bold identifiable themes. Even with the majority of the comic-book films, they have a tendency to be steeped in a realism that would be disturbed or interrupted by highly emotive, melodic themes, and it seems like a lot of the stuff going in these films is propulsive and somewhat cold emotionally." He felt that Guardians of the Galaxy did not fit this model, and "unabashedly embraced leitmotifs for the array of cosmic characters" that appear in it.[46] Bates described creating a new main theme for a Marvel franchise as "the most rewarding aspect of stepping into a movie like this".[45] Gunn asked for "something kickass that a 4-year-old would remember", and Bates came up with the theme by "noodling" on an electric guitar.[46] The villain Ronan[image: External link]'s theme is quoted in full only once in the film, as Bates and Gunn wanted him to be more serious and scary which they felt would be undermined by a loud, melodic theme.[47] His presence is generally represented with tones "chock full of low-brass" and synths[image: External link].[46][47] Bates has "some spongy synthesizers pulsing through" the motif for Groot[image: External link], which he developed in pre-production. Bates said that he would have infused the score with more of those electronic elements if it was not for the "frenetic working process" on the film.[45]
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 Avengers: Age of Ultron




After scoring both Iron Man 3 and Thor: The Dark World, Brian Tyler was rumored for several months to be scoring The Avengers sequel Avengers: Age of Ultron, before officially signing on to the film in March 2014.[48] He said that his template for the film was game changing scores such as those for Star Wars, Superman, and Raiders of the Lost Ark, feeling that "You have to build in nostalgia and do it upfront so you can relate to it."[49] In February 2015, Danny Elfman was revealed to have composed additional music for the score,[50] ultimately receiving co-composer credit.[51] On working with Elfman, Tyler said, "The movie is such a large canvas that there were parts that really benefited from his kind of voice. But also, it needed to all fit together and hang together seamlessly, and that was something we worked really hard on doing."[52] Tyler and Elfman strove to orchestrate, record, and mix their music similarly.[53] Tyler wrote much more quiet and emotional music for Age of Ultron "than you would've thought ... you can go deeper in a second movie because in the first movie you really have to set everyone up". He gave Hulk's farewell to Black Widow, Quicksilver[image: External link]'s sacrifice, and the time spent at Hawkeye's farm as examples of this.[54]

Tyler stated that his usual approach to taking over a franchise from another composer is to "try to take from what's before me and also forge ahead".[52] So, though Tyler "was really married to" the idea of reprising Silvestri's Avengers theme from the first film in the sequel and wanted to keep in-line with "the language of what Alan had done in The Avengers",[54] he instead began by composing a "classic, epic" suite of his own for the film. Titled "Rise Together", Tyler said that it "is much more about pageantry and a march, and there's a slight militaristic aspect. I tend to stay away from that, but I felt that that, combined with a choir, would make them feel larger than life. And certainly, this is when they're 'rising together,' so you need to have that unifying heroic theme with them."[52] Elfman then took Silvestri's theme and "pulled it into" the new material for the sequel to make a "kind of a hybrid" theme for the film.[55] Tyler also looked to reference his own Iron Man and Thor themes in the score, as well as previous Captain America material, "in order to create a similar musical universe",[49] especially since those character's post-Avengers solo films "set up" Age of Ultron.[54]

Tyler composed several other new themes for the film, to represent the titular villain Ultron[image: External link]; the relationship that develops between Black Widow and the Hulk; and the new Avenger Vision[image: External link].[54] Tyler wanted Ultron's theme to sound "almost heroic", since Ultron thinks he is saving the world, "but dissonant and tweaky enough" to reflect that "he doesn't quite have it right" and is still a villain. The melody is simple so that it is easy to remember, but starts flat[image: External link] by one note to make the theme sound slightly "off", is played on two pianos with one of them out of tune, and when the main phrase is repeated the last note is played "ahead by a beat" the second time; "not only out of tune, but out of time." The theme also features an artificially distorted guitar to give it a machine-like tone.[56] Tyler described the Black Widow/Hulk relationship as an "unrequited romance and this kind of sad situation" with "the curse of the Hulk being a barrier between [the two characters] and what they really want. And so that melody, that had to be almost like a lullaby, but broken."[54] Tyler wrote the "lullaby" to be understated, and it is often played on piano or cello.[53] For the Vision's theme, Tyler "wanted to go for something that was underneath and delicate, and had kind of a wispy nature to it, in a sense—and almost towards the romantic".[52] He tried to reflect the character's role as a messianic[image: External link] figure of sorts, and Ultron's intended redemption for Earth,[53] and said, "you don’t really know what side he’s on. You have this guy who’s literally two minutes old and is born in this movie with this knowledge of humanity. It’s Machiavellian in a way." The theme is an adagio that is "not your typical bombast, look how muscley this guy is; it’s more of a mystery."[57] To represent the character's youth and questions about himself, it features string glissandos that constantly change between chords during his introduction, and often momentarily settle on uncertain notes and sounds.[53] Tyler constantly instructed the orchestra to play quieter, "trying to say more with less for Vision".[52] The music for the visions that the Scarlet Witch[image: External link] gives the Avengers pays homage to scores from the 1950s, with Tyler using a "randomly played" vibraphone[image: External link] and strings such as a harp to create a "dreaminess" and "hypnotic effect".[53]
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 Ant-Man




Steven Price[image: External link] was announced as the composer for Ant-Man by director Edgar Wright, who he had previously worked with, in February 2014,[58] but they both left the film that March.[59] In January 2015, Christophe Beck was hired to score the film, having previously worked with the new director, Peyton Reed.[60] Beck and Reed began experimenting with "high concept" electronic music to create a "glitched out, digital, electronic, skittery score" that could represent the insect and technology aspects of the film, but it was ultimately "too weird and quirky ... almost weird for its own sake". Feige asked that they instead take "the classic symphonic approach with big themes and bold brass",[61] which Beck did with the unique twist of "a sneaky sense of fun since it is, after all, not only a superhero movie, but also a heist comedy."[62] That heist genre gave Beck "a little latitude to use a rhythm section and something a little bit more funky and jazzy and groovy that I wouldn’t otherwise have been able to get away with."[61]

Beck composed two main themes for the film: the Ant-Man superhero theme and a theme for family. In addition to using the traditional brass for the Ant-Man theme, Beck used an alto flute and violas, which he felt had "a little bit of the sound world of the heist movie and the spy movie, the old James Bond[image: External link] sound." For a sequence where Ant-Man surfs down a water pipe on a raft made of ants, Beck began arranging the theme as a "regular action cue" but found it "a little too intense for the scene". Reed wanted it to have more of a sense of fun, and Beck eventually wrote a piece evoking the "classic guitar surf music", but with the orchestra rather than a guitar. The family theme represents the film's two father-daughter relationships, between Scott Lang and his daughter Cassie, and between Hank Pym[image: External link] and his daughter Hope van Dyne[image: External link].[61] Beck also intended for it to "signify the emergence of Hope as something of a hero herself". Additionally, the villainous Yellowjacket[image: External link] has "a more traditional theme, presented in traditional fashion, but augmented with processed electronics to convey the crazed and obsessed nature of the character". Of the many ant species featured in the film, Reed and Beck felt that the bullet ants[image: External link] deserved their "own identity"; since the species is primarily indigenous to South America, Beck used ancient Aztec drums and tribal flutes to give them a "regional flavor".[63] For a scene where Ant-Man infiltrates the Avengers headquarters, Beck quotes Silvestri's Avengers theme and Jackman's Falcon motif from Winter Soldier.[42][63]
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 Captain America: Civil War




The Russo brothers confirmed in August 2014 that Jackman would return to score Captain America: Civil War.[64] In July 2015, Jackman noted the industrial elements of his Winter Soldier suite from the previous film was an indication of what the new score would sound like, but did caution that "it's just a jumping off point since the Russos are looking for something new—similar with a twist."[65] Once Jackman read the script for the film, he realized that the "movie tonally was so different to the second one ... it’s sort of half Captain America, half an Avengers film in a way" and so Jackman ultimately wrote a much more symphonic and orchestral score than he did for Winter Soldier. This culminates in the final fight between Captain America, Winter Soldier, and Iron Man, the music for which Jackman described as "somewhat operatic and ... almost classical in its style ... some of the harmony and the orchestration really does get quite classical."[66]

Concerning the central conflict of the film, Jackman found that he was in "constant danger of tipping it too much" and pushing the audience to one side or the other, so he composed a new main theme for the film to represent that Civil War, which he called "a generic theme to balance everything out",[67] and "a narrative theme toward which all the characters can gravitate. It wrapped them all up and it helped to bind the movie together rather than do endless disparate themes."[68] The second major theme in the film is a thriller theme, that appears whenever the central mystery surrounding several character's pasts and Zemo[image: External link]'s plan is teased or explored. It consists of a flute motif tied to the Winter Soldier's Russian handlers and a rising adagio that represents Zemo's twisted determination, and was inspired by the works of Jerry Goldsmith[image: External link].[69] Of the character themes from previous films that Jackman did use, "where appropriate",[68] he evolved them to fit the tone and style of the new score. Captain America's theme could not be too prominent or heroic, as that would suggest that he was the hero of the film when the Russos were trying to create an ambiguity surrounding the main conflict—this does change throughout the film though, becoming more heroic when Captain America "turns out to be right all along". For the Winter Soldier, Jackman took a "rising string rhyme" that was buried underneath "the chaos and the industrial stuff" in the end of the character's suite from The Winter Soldier, and developed that into a much more symphonic theme for the character, in keeping with his much more human portrayal in this film.[69][70]

Jackman also wrote motifs for the major characters introduced in the film: Spider-Man, Black Panther[image: External link], and Zemo.[66] Spider-Man's motif has a small arc to match that character's few appearances, being introduced very gently as the "somewhat confused, slightly tender" Peter Parker first appears, followed by "the seed of his heroism" when he is recruited for the Avengers, and finally a "full-blown version" plays when he fights alongside the other heroes.[71] For Black Panther, Jackman used a combination of African woodwind instruments whenever the character talks about his ancestors, while muted trombones "brought his character into the grandeur of the symphony orchestra, but there’s a slightly vengeful, serrated sound to muted trombones if you pick the right kind of mood". Zemo's personal theme was performed on "a lot of these rather unusual tuned bells" that gave him an "otherly sound", as well as a cimbalon[image: External link] to represent his Eastern European roots.[66]
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 Doctor Strange




Having known Kevin Feige for some time, Michael Giacchino spent years working with him on potentially scoring one of Marvel's films. When he heard of development on Doctor Strange, Giacchino was particularly interested in working on the film, feeling that it would have more of an independent film feel than other Marvel films. He contacted Feige, "and that ball just rolled very quickly downhill, and I was on" the film.[72] Giacchino revealed his involvement with Doctor Strange in May 2016.[73] Director Scott Derrickson called the score "magic in the literal sense of the word" and said that Giacchino "is doing what good scorers do, which is he is not just creating music that supports the images, he's adding a third thing to the movie. It becomes something new with his music in there that it didn't have with temp music."[74]

For the score, Giacchino felt no pressure to align his music with the style or tone of previous MCU films, and "in fact they encouraged me to go in my direction, so there were never any handcuffs put on me." In regards to the title character, Giacchino felt the key "was getting inside of him—not worrying so much about the magic stuff, more just thinking about who he was as a person, what he lost and then how that loss affected him. For me it's a very sad story, and a lot of the music has this very melancholy feel to it."[72] To particularly differentiate the score, and help create a "mystical mood", Giacchino used a harpsichord[image: External link] and an electric sitar[image: External link].[75]
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 Guardians of the Galaxy: Vol 2




Bates was confirmed to be returning for the second Guardians film, Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2, in August 2015,[76] and began composing by that December for Gunn to once again film to.[77] On using this technique again on the sequel, Bates said, "We’ve gone even further down that road ... I would rather establish the DNA of our music prior to post-production when everything’s so frenetic so that we can work on themes and establish melodies that are original to the film."[57]
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 Spider-Man: Homecoming




While promoting Doctor Strange in early November 2016, Feige accidentally revealed that Giacchino would be returning to compose the score for Spider-Man: Homecoming. Giacchino soon confirmed this himself.[78]
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 Thor: Ragnarok




By August 2016, Mark Mothersbaugh[image: External link] was set to score the third Thor film.[79]
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 Black Panther




Wanting to put a "personal stamp" on Black Panther and differentiate it from other MCU films, director Ryan Coogler looked to bring back several of his previous collaborators to work on the film, including composer Ludwig Göransson[image: External link], whom he had worked with on Fruitvale Station[image: External link] and Creed[image: External link].[80]
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 Avengers: Infinity War




Silvestri announced in June 2016 that he would be returning to score Avengers: Infinity War.[81]
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 Sequel to Avengers: Infinity War




Silvestri announced in June 2016 that he would be returning to score the sequel to Avengers: Infinity War.[81]
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 Short films




Marvel's first two Marvel One-Shot[image: External link] short films, The Consultant and A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer, were both scored by DJ Paul Oakenfold[image: External link].[82]
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 Item 47




The third One-Shot, Item 47, had a bigger scope and budget than the previous shorts. Marvel approached Christopher Lennertz to provide a "big and fun and funny" score; Lennertz described the One-Shots as "a little quirkier than the movies, in terms of making sure that they’re fast and they usually have a little bit more of a comedic bent to it". Lennertz' score for the short is "rock-based", with a lot of electronics and guitars. For the opening bank robbery, "We had a big twangy low guitar theme, almost like a Jack White[image: External link] kind of a thing on guitar". At the end of the short, when money 'rains down', Lennertz paid homage to Ennio Morricone[image: External link] with vocals in a "classic spoofy" way.[83]
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 Agent Carter




Lennertz, who returned to score the One-Shot, and D'Esposito, the director, wanted a more traditional, orchestral score for Agent Carter,[83] with D'Esposito wanting to balance the period setting and modern Marvel superhero feel. D'Esposito referenced Johnny Rivers[image: External link]' "Secret Agent Man[image: External link]", "even though it was in the 60's" as inspiration. Lennertz felt D'Esposito "did a terrific job getting that [feeling with the One-Shot] and reaching that" while having "a James Bond[image: External link] secret agent sentiment to it too."[84] To create the score, Lennertz "put together a big band, combined it with an orchestra, and added modern electronic and dub-step elements", to represent the 40s setting, the Marvel feeling, and the advanced technology, respectively.[83]
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 All Hail the King




With All Hail the King serving as a spin-off/sequel to Iron Man 3, many crew members from the film worked on the short alongside returning actor Ben Kingsley, including composer Brian Tyler.[85] He described his music for All Hail the King—which features a title sequence inspired by Dr. No[image: External link], Charade[image: External link], and Iron Monkey[image: External link], as well as other exploitation films[image: External link] "ranging from obscure Kung Fu to funky Italian Horror"—as "retro vibed".[86][87]
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 Television series
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 Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.




For Marvel's first television series set in the MCU, the Whedon-created Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., frequent genre television series composer Bear McCreary signed on to compose the score. "The series centers on the behind-the-scenes people, their heroism and their quirks," McCreary explained, "As such, the music I wrote is heroic and, at times, quirky and offbeat." McCreary spoke at length with Whedon "about the challenge of creating a score that is big enough in its orchestral presence that it feels cinematic and feels at home in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It also must capture the intimate human characteristics that define this series. In editorial, it became clear that simply tracking in typical big 'superhero movie' music wasn’t going to work. So Joss helped guide me to find a sound that lives a little in both worlds."[88] McCreary worked with several soloists throughout the series, including Oingo Boingo[image: External link] guitarist Steve Bartek[image: External link];[89] vocalist Raya Yarbrough;[90] composer Jeremy Zuckerman[image: External link] playing the gu zheng[image: External link] for "Girl in the Flower Dress[image: External link]";[91] and cellist Eric Buyers[image: External link] for when "the cellist" character Audrey[image: External link] performs in "The Only Light in the Darkness[image: External link]".[92]

In addition to his orchestral music for the series, McCreary intertwined "these intricate symphonic layers ... with complex synthesizer programming, giving the score a modern edge."[89] He described this programming as "clean", with "warm, round tones, built from simple sine waves with rudimentary reverb, delay and filters added for personality." With the second season, McCreary permanently expanded the brass section and "thinned out" the woodwinds section to give the orchestra "more weight in the lower frequencies", matching the darker look and tone of the season. He also cut back on his use of electric guitar, which was often used for Skye before she became an official agent; McCreary felt that "a common instrument that stood out from the epic orchestral texture associated with our true S.H.I.E.L.D. agents" had felt more natural for the then "lovable hacker, a relatable outsider from our world". He also evolved his synthesizer use, making them "mangled under heavy distortion, mutilated beneath waves of noise".[93] After the introduction of the Inhumans, McCreary expanded the sound of the score "in a big way" for the third season, adding larger percussion, and many more trombones than previously, which required the recording space to be reconfigured.[94] For " Maveth[image: External link]", McCreary used a 90-piece orchestra rather than the series' typical 50 or 70 players.[95]

McCreary saw his main theme for the series, which also represents the central team of agents, as primarily being a theme for Phil Coulson.[89][96] McCreary noted that "in one of the movies that would be inappropriate. You wouldn't do that for Coulson when Thor or Captain America are in the same story. But here Coulson is the hero ... It's all about him."[96] McCreary initially wrote the theme in F major, "giving it a very triumphant sound", with one instance in the pilot[image: External link] diminishing it to F minor. Executive producer Jed Whedon[image: External link] "astutely pointed out that the minor version was more satisfying than the major version", and so McCreary 'tweaked' the theme permanently into F minor.[89] ABC and Marvel allowed McCreary to use a full symphonic orchestra for every episode, and so there is "a full section of brass that's pounding out his theme when he comes out in his heroic moments." McCreary had to work harder than usual to make the theme heard, given that the show does not have a traditional title sequence[image: External link].[96] To accompany the main theme, McCreary wrote an ostinato "that doesn’t draw as much attention to itself as a full-blown melody. I use this catchy little riff to build up steam before sweeping statements of the Main Theme."[89]

Mike Peterson[image: External link]'s theme is most commonly performed on a solo electric guitar—McCreary felt that "the image of a single guitar player trying to hold his own against a 90-piece orchestra is a nice metaphor for how Mike must feel"—which is "consumed by distorted synthesizers and low brass" whenever the darker or more unstable sides of the character's superpowers are shown. McCreary also introduced a theme for the mysterious Centipede group in the pilot. "To imply the centipede-nature of the theme," McCreary "used ten notes, divided into two groups of 5. Played on delicate bells and de-tuned piano, the percussive nature of the notes evokes two rows of tiny insect feet crawling across a string."[89] This theme also comes to represent the group's leader, the Clairvoyant.[97] The emotional bond between the central characters is represented by "The Agents" theme, a much more intimate and accessible idea than the main theme. McCreary described the theme as unfolding "essentially like a pop-song, with a simple A-B-A-A structure".[98] The Skye theme is most clearly heard in emotional moments dealing with that character's backstory, but also appears in many other variations, including brief, romantic statements to highlight her early relationship with Grant Ward.[99] Fitz and Simmons' theme is " less melodic than the other themes, and more motivic. It’s essentially an ostinato that rolls over itself again and again, evolving into subtly different variations with each turn through the pattern. This musically emulates their speaking pattern, where they are constantly stumbling over one another and saying the same thing in slightly different ways."[100] "The Hub[image: External link]" introduces the audience (and Skye) to "Big S.H.I.E.L.D.", as opposed to Coulson's small team, which McCreary gave its own, more militaristic theme.[101] The theme for John Garrett[image: External link] has two parts, an ostinato and a melody, and "represents his adventurous personality, designed to be fun, bouncy and as far away from ominous as possible".[97]

The episode "Turn, Turn, Turn[image: External link]" reveals to the series' characters that Hydra has infiltrated S.H.I.E.L.D. For much of the episode, they believe that Agent Victoria Hand[image: External link], who was introduced in "The Hub", is a Hydra agent, and so the Big S.H.I.E.L.D. theme functions as the series' Hydra theme. Once John Garrett is revealed to be the traitor, and the Clairvoyant, the Centipede became the new Hydra theme, though McCreary continued to use his Garrett theme rather than outright replace it with the Hydra theme as Bill Paxton[image: External link]'s "performance after being revealed as the Clairvoyant is even more fun and energetic. So, his theme still fits him perfectly, it just shows us a different side of his personality."[100] With the second season came new Hydra characters, and their new MacGuffin[image: External link], the Obelisk[image: External link], for which McCreary wanted to use a Hydra theme. Feeling that his previous themes had become too complicated during the first season, and were too tied to that season's narrative, McCreary composed a new Hydra theme, which "in true bad-guy-theme fashion ... is constructed from distantly related minor chords, and contains lots of close intervals."[93]

McCreary created his own theme for the Tesseract, "an ominous melodic line that shifts between two distantly related minor chords",[98] and for Asgard, "like an old fanfare, a melody that capture[s] the majesty of Asgardian nobility" though it is generally performed as a "smaller version" since the series is still "rooted in reality".[102] However, when Peggy Carter makes guest appearances on the series through flashbacks, McCreary quotes Christopher Lennertz's Agent Carter theme. McCreary said on this, "I was excited for the opportunity to incorporate his music into my S.H.I.E.L.D. score, because it further cements the Marvel [Cinematic] Universe together as a coherent whole ... Chris was thrilled and sent me his scores for reference."[93]
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 Agent Carter




In June 2014, after a television series extension of the One-Shot Agent Carter was ordered by ABC, the short's composer Christopher Lennertz talked about the possibility of him being involved with the series saying Louis D'Esposito, the One-Shot director also involved with the series, wanted Lennertz involved,[103] before officially signing on to compose for the series that September.[104] On his music for the series, Lennertz said, "I get to mix a lot of things that don’t often get to go together in terms of period, music, jazz, trumpet, mixed with orchestra, mixed with electronics and brushes on a drum set and things." He researched "what was going on between '46 and 1950 and what it was that would be part of that era ... I knew Count Basie[image: External link]. I knew Glenn Miller[image: External link], all those things were happening at the time, but then we also figured out that it was sort of changing from big band to smaller jazz ensembles." This led to Lennertz focusing a lot on trumpets for Peggy Carter's sound, "which makes a lot of sense because it’s also very sneaky, and it lends itself to espionage and that kind of thing".[105] Lennertz introduced a folk choral piece performed by a Russian men's choir during "The Iron Ceiling[image: External link]".[106]
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 Daredevil




John Paesano[image: External link] sought out the composer role for the first Marvel/Netflix series, Daredevil, after he had previously worked with showrunner Steven S. DeKnight on a proof of concept. After successfully auditioning for the job, Paesano joined the series several weeks into post-production, and had to provide around 25–30 minutes of music per episode. He averaged "around an episode every four or five days". DeKnight "had a very clear vision of what he wanted. He wanted to really keep the show grounded and he wanted to make it feel real and not so fantastical like some of the other Marvel properties were. He wanted music you could feel and not necessarily hear. We cut the score to be minimalistic." Once Daredevil gets his superhero costume at the end of the first season, "the music starts to change color and we start to get more in to that Marvel universe."[107] Due to his schedule and the style of the score, Paesano ultimately used mostly electronic sounds and music, but did try to add acoustic instruments, such as cellos, where possible to have more of a hybrid sound, often using these in non-traditional ways.[108] Instead of more traditional percussion, Paesano used a low pulse throughout the series, emulating a heartbeat since the titular character often listens to people's heartbeats with his heightened senses.[107] Paesano took inspiration from James Newton Howard[image: External link]'s Michael Clayton[image: External link] score for the series' lawyer-oriented scenes.[109]

On returning for the series' second season, with new showrunners Douglas Petrie[image: External link] and Marco Ramirez (who had worked with DeKnight on the first season), Paesano felt that the two "really were true to what we were trying to do" with the first season, but the score still changed to reflect the new elements of season two "that we had to acknowledge. Obviously we have two characters being introduced, we have the Punisher[image: External link] and Elektra[image: External link], and they both have their own backstories, their own interactions with Matt Murdock, so there are way more branches in this season than there were last season ... we just had to broaden the score to handle some of these different stories." Paesano continued, "even though there are these new stories, it’s still in the same Hell’s Kitchen[image: External link] atmosphere that we’re creating. So there’s definitely differences, but it’s not like we all of the sudden went into John Williams territory ... it’s definitely a very grounded show but it definitely jumps up a couple levels." Paesano worked closely with the series' sound design team, spotting episodes with them to coordinate where "we were going to hit what" and "maintain that definable aspect of New York" and its sound.[110]

For his audition, Paesano created a demo which included a simple piano motif. Though this material would usually not be used in the final score, in this instance Paesano took the motif and converted it into a main theme for the series, which becomes the theme for Daredevil in the show.[107] The final theme was co-composed by Braden Kimball.[111] The first episode ends with a montage that the editors originally temped with a song, but DeKnight wanted to use original music instead. Paesano subsequently wrote a more "songish" version of the main theme for the sequence, with a basic verse-chorus-verse structure, and instrumentation such as guitars and a drum kit to retain the feel and energy of the originally chosen song.[108] Besides the main theme, Paesano tended to focus more on "a feel and a tone and a sound" rather than Star Wars-style motifs and "heavy, thematic, melodic elements".[112] The approach for villain Wilson Fisk was to juxtapose "this big bullish threatening character" with "light and sparse and elegant" classical music. For when his "evil twisted side" shows through, Paesano "took classical pieces of music and I twisted them up and played them backwards or redid some of the harmony or put them through distortion and created a classical vibe but really mangled and twisted".[113] For Stick[image: External link], Paesano used a cello bow on the neck of the cello, a technique called col legno[image: External link], to replicate the sound of the blind man's cane.[108] Paesano described his "themes" for Punisher and Elektra in the second season as "angry" and "mystical" sounding, respectively.[112]
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 Jessica Jones




At a San Diego Comic-Con panel in 2015, Sean Callery[image: External link] revealed that he would be composing the score for Jessica Jones.[114] The series' showrunner, Melissa Rosenberg, asked for Callery based on his work for Homeland[image: External link], which she felt sounded like it could serve Jessica Jones well. However, Callery's music for the latter ultimately became "something so completely and wonderfully different" once he started exploring the tone and "color" of Jessica Jones. Callery found that the more intimate and organic his music, the more it "clicked with the series".[115] To match the series' psychological thriller and neo-noir tone, Callery used a "smaller ensemble, it's almost like a jazz score, but there's some very weird, gooey sound design elements that kind of come in". Callery was influenced by the style and works of Bill Evans[image: External link] for the score. Rosenberg often asked Callery to have the music "do less",[116] such as when he scored a fight sequence as a big, percussive superhero scene, and Rosenberg felt that even then the series should feel intimate; she suggested Callery just use a regular drum kit for the fights instead.[115] Callery's assistant Jamie Forsyth also contributed to the music for the series.[115][117]

Callery did not begin composing the series' main theme until after reading two or three scripts, and did not see the opening graphics until after the second episode, at which point he had "a framework for a theme that [he] hoped would work". At this time, Callery said he started "fooling around" with ideas for the theme, and eventually settled on one that he felt had a "sneaky and fun" quality, adding, Jessica Jones "has dry humor, a real edge to her. But there was something to this character that had a little whisker of playfulness in there, like a cat or something." After creating the theme, Callery expanded it, adding a "fun" rhythmic quality, and eventually fully orchestrating it to include a piano, which he played himself, as well as instruments such as the acoustic bass, and additional sound design. Regarding the electric guitar's entrance, Callery pointed out that it got "bigger there because as I looked at the graphics, the lights got a little more strobe-y. So that's when I decided the electric guitar might be a kind of neat add there so that the whole piece will arc a little more."[118]

Jessica Jones has several personal themes that Callery "wove throughout the series", which he found to be most effective when played on solo instruments—"Whether they were guitar or solo piano, we always found that when the textures and the orchestration were minimal, soloistic, and expressive it just hit the right tone." One theme for the character represents "a light inside of her that is untouched by the cruelties that have befallen her. I stopped short of saying that it’s a happy theme, but it’s about her untouched pure self that she can trust in and is truly hers; it’s one of compassion and of caring." Another is more inline with her outward appearance and personality, which Callery described as tough and resilient, and "something that she totally owns". For the villainous Kilgrave[image: External link], who is not seen in some of the series' early episodes, Callery "had to suggest his presence without actually seeing him. So initially he had a moody tone to him, which eventually started morphing into a darker theme" as the character physically appears and begins to play a larger role in the series.[119]
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 Luke Cage




In April 2016, showrunner Cheo Hodari Coker revealed that Adrian Younge and Ali Shaheed Muhammad were composing the music for Luke Cage, with "a '90s hip-hop vibe".[120] Coker had contacted Younge and Muhammad separately, asking if they would like to work together on the series, not knowing that the pair were already working together on an album.[121] Younge and Muhammad composed the score as if they were creating 13 albums, one for each episode,[122] with the music inspired by Wu-Tang Clan[image: External link], Ennio Morricone[image: External link], and Muhammad's group A Tribe Called Quest[image: External link].[123] Muhammad felt that the music was "about getting that hip-hop foundation and making sure those drums were as big as day",[124] while Younge said, "we wanted to make something great. Not just for black people or minorities, just something great that just happens to be based on our culture."[123] The duo composed around twenty minutes of music for each episode, composing the entire season's score in nine months.[121]

Younge and Muhammad looked at all of the different sounds of Harlem, including hip-hop, jazz, blues, and psychedelic rock, to give each character "their own theme and their own sound" that was all still representative of the culture. For Luke Cage specifically, Coker noted that he is a character who understands the roots of the modern culture, and understands where modern Harlem and hip-hop sensibilities originated, so Younge and Muhammad looked to the beginnings of modern hip-hop for his sound.[125] For Cage's more dramatic or emotional moments, vocalist Loren Oden was used as "kind of like [Cage's] inner voice". For the character of Diamondback[image: External link], opera singer Brooke deRosa, whom Younge had often worked with before, was used. To reflect the character Cottonmouth[image: External link]'s status in the series as a musician who primarily plays the Fender Rhodes[image: External link], the composers "pretty much exclusively use Fender Rhodes keyboards for him. That is who he is." The most difficult episode for the composers was the fourth, which features flashbacks to Cage's time in prison. They felt that the episode's temp music was "all over the place, and it didn’t feel cohesive", and were unsure whether to illustrate the idea of an incarcerated black man using "old slave-blues-type" music, to go with a "Bernard Herrmann[image: External link]–Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]-type scary vibe", or to stick with "straight hip-hop, '90s stuff". Younge offered that there was "some intense thinking, but it wasn’t necessarily difficult to execute once we figured it out."[126]
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 Iron Fist




Trevor Morris[image: External link] was revealed to be composing the music for Iron Fist in late October 2016.[127] The producers of the series wanted a "modern" sounding score, so Morris focused on synthesizer sounds and made a rule that traditional orchestral instruments, such as strings and horns, would not be used for the series. He said that by "taking those heavy-hitters off the table, it leaves you to find a unique way to solve these problems. That sound is also very fashionable right now, which I think is great." Some of the synthesizer sounds were intended to acknowledge the title character's childhood iPod on which he listens to music from the 1990s. In terms of Asian influences on the score, Morris attempted to use several instruments to represent Asian culture, particularly for scenes set in a dojo or featuring Kung Fu, but "the producers didn’t like it. They thought it was too traditional." He ultimately used some Japanes flutes throughout the show, but after they were "heavily affected" digitally.[128]
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 The Defenders




In February 2017, Paesano was announced as returning to compose for the miniseries The Defenders.[129]
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 The Punisher




In April 2017, Tyler Bates was announced as the composer for The Punisher.[130]
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 Cloak & Dagger




Mark Isham[image: External link] announced in May 2017 that he would compose the music for Cloak & Dagger.[131]
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 Marvel Studios fanfares




After Marvel Entertainment was bought by the Walt Disney Company[image: External link] and Marvel Studios became its "own entity", without other companies working with them as distribution companies, the studio commissioned a new logo for their films and television series starting with Thor: The Dark World, the first film to feature solely the Marvel logo. Feige explained that "We didn’t want to re-invent the wheel [from the previous logo], but we wanted it to feel bigger, to feel more substantial, [and] like all great studio logos, you need a fanfare, and we’d never had that before." Therefore, Marvel commissioned Brian Tyler, who had just scored Iron Man 3 and The Dark World for them, to compose a new "spectacular" fanfare to accompany the logo.[132]

When approaching the fanfare, Tyler looked not just at the films, but "Marvel as a whole...going all the way back from The Human Torch[image: External link] through" the comics.[133] Because "there was very little time for the listener or the viewer to really hone in on what's there musically", Tyler "needed something that could be played a little bit more simply as a melody. Then all the orchestration—you know, I wrote these string lines that are actually, have kind of a fantastical, more complex nature to it. That just supports a melody that is more of a whistler[image: External link]." Marvel agreed with this approach, and worked with Tyler to hone the orchestration; "as the graphics were being done we really wanted to hit little moments with some sparkly shimmer and get it more specific." The main melody remained unchanged from Tyler's initial composition.[52]

In July 2016, Marvel introduced a new logo focusing on the film studio rather than Marvel in general and its history in comic books. To accompany the new logo, first seen on Doctor Strange, Michael Giacchino, the composer for Doctor Strange, composed a new Marvel Studios fanfare.[134]
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 Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe




Tyler composed for Marvel Studios once again in March 2014, by providing the music for the television special Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe[image: External link].[48]
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 A Mini Marvel




In February 2016, a commercial for Coca-Cola mini cans starring Ant-Man and the Hulk aired during Super Bowl 50[image: External link]. It was created through a partnership with Marvel, and directed by the Russo brothers.[135][136] The ad was scored by Ant-Man composer Christophe Beck and Jeff Morrow, who had contributed additional material to Ant-Man.[63][137]
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 Original songs





	"Make Way For Tomorrow, Today" 

	
Iron Man 2 introduces the 1974 Stark Expo, based on the 1964 New York World's Fair[image: External link].[138] Richard M. Sherman[image: External link], who wrote many classic Disney songs with his brother Robert[image: External link], wrote the original song "Make Way For Tomorrow, Today" to serve as the in-universe theme for the Stark Expo. Sherman described Howard Stark, the character who created the Expo, as "a cross between Walt Disney[image: External link] and Howard Hughes[image: External link]", noting that Disney was himself involved in the creation of the World's Fair. He continued, "The filmmakers wanted a Disney-esque song to be the theme song of the Stark Expo," admitting that the song was inspired by his own "There's a Great Big Beautiful Tomorrow[image: External link]", which was written for the Carousel of Progress[image: External link] attraction that Disney created for the World's Fair.[139] "Make Way For Tomorrow, Today" is heard again in Captain America: The First Avenger, when an earlier version of the Stark Expo appears, with Sherman noting of the reprisal, "different style, same song".[138][139]


	"Star Spangled Man" 

	
Captain America: The First Avenger features a montage of the titular character and a chorus line[image: External link] touring the U.S., performing a song-and-dance number to the patriotic song "Star Spangled Man".[140] The song was written for the film by Alan Menken[image: External link] and lyricist David Zippel[image: External link], and recorded by the Metro Voices[image: External link].[141] Menken had wanted to provide the score for the film as well, but was unable to due to scheduling conflicts, so they wrote the song before the film began principal photography[image: External link] (a process Menken would use on an animated film), and hoped that it would mesh with Alan Silvestri's score. Menken said the song "screamed out for Irving Berlin[image: External link], in the sense of "This Is The Army, Mr. Jones[image: External link]" or "God Bless America[image: External link]". It should be patriotic and it should be fun. The goal was to come up with orchestration that felt authentic to the ‘40s, USO[image: External link] [experience]."[140] Christopher Lennertz conducted a new arrangement of the song for the first season of Agent Carter, where it is used as the theme music of a 1940s Captain America radio drama.[105]


	"Theme from Caged Heat 1985" 

	
All Hail the King, Drew Pearce created a fictional CBS[image: External link] 1980s television pilot titled Caged Heat (starring Ben Kingsley's Trevor Slattery character),[142] and Feige encouraged him "to go off. The whole purpose of Trevor is to go off the rails." Feige and Marvel subsequently suggested that Pearce create a full title sequence for the pilot.[85] Feige's love of film soundtracks "started when I had a little tape recorder and I would tape the themes to Simon and Simon[image: External link] and The A-Team[image: External link] and play it back, and those were all Mike Post[image: External link]",[142] so Pearce contacted Post about using one of his old themes for the sequence. Because Post had sold the rights to all of the themes he had written, and felt that none of them fit the "Russian Magnum P.I.[image: External link]" tone that Pearce was aiming for anyway, he offered to write a new theme specifically for the project. Post recorded the theme music on the same equipment he used for his iconic 1980s series' themes.[85]


	"Watcha Gonna Do (It's Up to You)" 

	The Agent Carter episode "A Little Song and Dance[image: External link]" begins with a dream sequence that begins in black and white, before transitioning to color in "true Wizard of Oz[image: External link] fashion" for a Broadway[image: External link]-style dance number featuring an original song from composer Christopher Lennertz and lyricist David Zippel, in conjunction with series executive producers Tara Butters and Michele Fazekas.[143][144] Titled "Watcha Gonna Do (It's Up to You)", the song was performed by actors Enver Gjokaj and Hayley Atwell.[144] On working with Zippel, Lennertz said, "It was such a thrill to collaborate on a song with David. His musical style blended well with the jazzy musical tone we were going for, especially on this episode."[145]


	"Bulletproof Love" 

	The first season of Luke Cage sees Method Man make a guest appearance in the episode "Soliloquy of Chaos[image: External link]",[146] in which he witnesses the heroics of the title character. The artist then goes on to make an original rap song in the episode titled "Bulletproof Love", which he performs himself.[147] The actual track was arranged by the series' composers, Adrian Younge and Ali Shaheed Muhammad, for Method Man, and includes much of the socio-political commentary that showrunner Cheo Hodari Coker wished to convey throughout the series. It is accompanied in the episode by a montage of "black men walking the streets in Cage’s signature 'bulletproof' hoodie".[147][146]


	"Guardians Inferno" 

	
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 features an original song in the film's credits. Co-written by the film's writer and director James Gunn and score composer Tyler Bates, it was "meant as a sort of Guardians take on Meco[image: External link]'s disco Star Wars theme ["Star Wars Theme/Cantina Band[image: External link]"]."[148] David Hasselhoff[image: External link] was chosen as the vocalist because he is one of Peter Quill's childhood heroes, and Gunn was a fan of Hasselhoff when he starred on Knight Rider[image: External link].[148][149]
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 Film soundtracks






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Composer(s)
	Label



	Iron Man: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack
	May 6, 2008
	54:14
	Ramin Djawadi
	Lionsgate



	The Incredible Hulk: Original Motion Picture Score
	June 13, 2008
	110:55
	Craig Armstrong
	Marvel Music



	Iron Man 2: Original Motion Picture Score[image: External link]
	July 20, 2010
	72:01
	John Debney
	Columbia Records



	Thor
	May 3, 2011
	71:53
	Patrick Doyle
	Buena Vista Records

Marvel Music



	Captain America: The First Avenger—Original Motion Picture Soundtrack
	July 19, 2011
	71:53
	Alan Silvestri



	The Avengers (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	May 1, 2012
	64:25
	Hollywood Records

Marvel Music



	Iron Man 3 (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	April 30, 2013
	75:53
	Brian Tyler



	Thor: The Dark World (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	November 12, 2013
	77:11



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	April 1, 2014
	74:32
	Henry Jackman



	Guardians of the Galaxy (Original Score)[image: External link]
	July 29, 2014
	64:34
	Tyler Bates



	Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	April 28, 2015
	77:26
	Brian Tyler and Danny Elfman



	Ant-Man (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	July 17, 2015
	65:20
	Christophe Beck



	Captain America: Civil War (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	May 6, 2016
	69:09
	Henry Jackman



	Doctor Strange (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	October 21, 2016
	66:28
	Michael Giacchino



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (Original Score)[image: External link]
	April 21, 2017
	43:34
	Tyler Bates



	Spider-Man: Homecoming (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)
	July 7, 2017
	
	Michael Giacchino
	Sony Masterworks
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 Television soundtracks






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Composer(s)
	Label



	Daredevil (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	April 27, 2015
	41:45
	John Paesano[image: External link]
	Hollywood Records

Marvel Music



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	September 4, 2015
	77:52
	Bear McCreary



	Marvel's Agent Carter: Season 1 (Original Television Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	December 11, 2015
	65:31
	Christopher Lennertz



	Jessica Jones (Original Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	June 3, 2016
	59:53
	Sean Callery[image: External link]



	Daredevil: Season 2 (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	July 15, 2016
	50:49
	John Paesano



	Luke Cage (Original Soundtrack Album)
	October 7, 2016
	95:09
	Adrian Younge and Ali Shaheed Muhammad



	Iron Fist (Original Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	March 17, 2017
	62:00
	Trevor Morris[image: External link]
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 Vinyl releases




In July 2016, Luke Cage showrunner Cheo Hodari Coker revealed plans for a vinyl soundtrack album for the series, to be produced by composers Adrian Younge and Ali Shaheed Muhammad.[150] The vinyl release was made available from Mondo on October 7, 2016, pressed on yellow vinyl and with collectible artwork by Matthew Woodson.[151][152] On October 8, Mondo announced that its entire initial pressing of the release had already been sold out, with further orders to begin shipping in late November.[153] On November 7, vinyl releases for the soundtracks to Daredevil season one and Jessica Jones season one were announced by Mondo, pressed on red and purple vinyl, respectively. Each release was limited to 3000 copies, also comes with collectible artwork by Woodson, and was made available on November 9 both online and at the Alamo Drafthouse Cinema[image: External link] in Brooklyn, New York[image: External link]. The latter is "the first theater in the Alamo Drafthouse chain to include a permanent record rack inside the theater’s bar where select Mondo vinyl releases will be available on the same day they are released online." To celebrate the release of the new soundtracks, Mondo held an event at the House of Wax bar in Brooklyn on November 9, selling copies of all three albums to a live DJ set by Younge.[154] Additionally, Mondo will release posters of Woodson's art on November 10, screen prints[image: External link] "featuring a layer of spot varnish to bring different elements of the illustration to life."[155]
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 Singles






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Artist(s)
	Label



	"Live to Rise"
	April 17, 2012
	4:40
	Soundgarden
	Hollywood Records

Marvel Music



	"Watcha Gonna Do (It's Up to You)"
	March 18, 2016
	3:51
	Enver Gjokaj and Hayley Atwell



	"Bulletproof Love"
	September 30, 2016
	2:12
	Adrian Younge, Ali Shaheed Muhammad and Method Man
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 Compilation albums






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Label



	AC/DC: Iron Man 2
	April 19, 2010
	60:15
	Columbia Records



	Avengers Assemble (Music from and Inspired by the Motion Picture)[image: External link]
	May 1, 2012
	48:20
	Hollywood Records

Marvel Music



	Iron Man 3: Heroes Fall (Music Inspired by the Motion Picture)[image: External link]
	April 30, 2013
	44:36



	Guardians of the Galaxy: Awesome Mix Vol. 1 (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	July 29, 2014
	44:34



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2: Awesome Mix Vol. 2 (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	April 21, 2017
	44:34





	
AC/DC: Iron Man 2 

	Director Jon Favreau had used songs from hard rock[image: External link] band AC/DC[image: External link] in the first Iron Man film, and had been inspired at an AC/DC concert to introduce Iron Man in the sequel during a concert-like event. Favreau said on the band, "What’s fun about them is they were the full-on real deal of heavy metal when I was in high school. They were as real deal as it got. They made some people nervous—people questioned whether they were devil worshipers or not. And now these days they put on the same show...and there’s a sense of humor about the whole thing....there’s even a strange gentleness to the music to me now, even though at the time it was as edgy as you get. It’s celebrating immaturity and youth" in a similar way to the character of Tony Stark.[156] In January 2010, Marvel announced that AC/DC's music would be featured heavily in Iron Man 2 in a collaboration with Columbia Records, who released a soundtrack album for the film featuring 15 classic AC/DC songs.[157]


	
Awesome Mix Vol. 1 

	In February 2014, director James Gunn revealed that Guardians of the Galaxy would incorporate songs from the 1960s and 1970s, such as "Hooked on a Feeling[image: External link]", on a mixtape[image: External link] in protagonist Peter Quill[image: External link]'s Walkman[image: External link], which acts as a way for him to stay connected to the Earth, home, and family he lost.[158] When choosing the songs, Gunn read the Billboard[image: External link] charts for all of the top hits of the 1970s, downloading "a few hundred" songs that were "semi-familiar—ones you recognize but might not be able to name off the top of your head" and creating a playlist for all the songs that would fit the film tonally. Gunn then chose the songs for the film by listening to the playlist and being "inspired to create a scene around a song", or by having "a scene that needed music and I would listen through the playlist, visualizing various songs, figuring out which would work the best." Many of the chosen songs were played on set to help "the actors and the camera operators find the perfect groove for the shot", with David Bowie[image: External link]'s "Moonage Daydream[image: External link]" the only song chosen and added during post-production.[159] In addition to the Awesome Mix Vol. 1 album, Hollywood Records released a cassette version of the soundtrack on November 28, 2014, as an exclusive to Record Store Day[image: External link] participants. The cassette was the first from Disney Music Group[image: External link] since 2003.[160]


	
Awesome Mix Vol. 2 

	Gunn said he felt "a little pressure" in creating the Awesome Mix Vol. 2 mixtape for Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 "because so many people loved [the first film's soundtrack] and we went platinum and all that other stuff. But I feel like the soundtrack in the second one is better,"[161] with all of the songs chosen and built into the script by June 2015.[162] In January 2016, Gunn revealed that he had chosen an additional Bowie song to appear in the film, but had cut the original scene it was featured in. The inclusion would have made Bowie the only artist to be featured on both mixtapes. With Bowie's death that month, Gunn hoped to find a way to include the chosen song somewhere else in the film as a "fair and appropriate" way to honor him, as Bowie was one of Gunn's idols.[163] Gunn described the soundtrack as "more diverse" than that for the first Guardians, which had "a bunch of songs that maybe you heard but didn’t know the name of the song–you didn’t know the name of the singer. In this one, we have some really incredibly famous songs and then some songs that people have never heard."[164]
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 Reception
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 Charts and certifications




AC/DC: Iron Man 2 debuted on the Billboard 200[image: External link] chart at number four.[165] On February 14, 2012, the album was certified Gold[image: External link] by the RIAA[image: External link], for selling over 500,000 copies.[166] In August 2014, Guardians of the Galaxy: Awesome Mix Vol. 1 had reached the top of the Billboard 200 chart in its second week of release, becoming the first soundtrack album in history consisting entirely of previously released songs to top the chart.[167] Eight weeks after its release in September 2014, Awesome Mix Vol. 1 was certified Gold by the RIAA,[168] and in January 2015, it was certified Platinum for selling over 1 million copies.[169] Awesome Mix Vol. 1 also peaked at number one on the Billboard Top Soundtracks,[170] Billboard Top Rock Albums, and Billboard Top Digital Albums charts.
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 Critical response






	Project
	Allmusic[image: External link]
	Film.Music.Media
	Filmtracks[image: External link]
	Movie Wave
	Soundtrack Dreams[image: External link]
	Soundtrack Geek



	Iron Man
	[171]
	
	[172]
	[173]
	
	



	The Incredible Hulk
	
	
	[174]
	
	
	



	Iron Man 2
	[175]
	
	[176]
	[177]
	
	[178]



	Thor
	[179]
	[180]
	[181]
	[182]
	[183]
	[184]



	Captain America: The First Avenger
	[185]
	
	[186]
	[187]
	[188]
	[189]



	The Avengers
	
	[190]
	[191]
	[192]
	[193]
	[194]



	Iron Man 3
	[195]
	[196]
	[197]
	
	
	[198]



	Thor: The Dark World
	
	
	[199]
	[200]
	[201]
	[202]



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	
	[203]
	[204]
	[205]
	[206]
	[207]



	Guardians of the Galaxy
	[208]
	[209]
	[210]
	[211]
	
	[212]



	Daredevil (season 1)
	
	[213]
	
	
	[214]
	[215]



	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	
	[216]
	[217]
	[218]
	[219]
	[220]



	Ant-Man
	[221]
	[222]
	[223]
	[224]
	[225]
	[226]



	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (seasons 1 and 2)
	
	[227]
	
	
	[228]
	[229]



	Agent Carter (season 1)
	
	
	
	
	[230]
	[231]



	Captain America: Civil War
	[232]
	[233]
	[234]
	[235]
	[236]
	[237]



	Jessica Jones (season 1)
	
	
	
	
	[238]
	[239]



	Daredevil (season 2)
	
	[240]
	
	
	[241]
	[242]



	Luke Cage (season 1)
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Doctor Strange
	
	[243]
	[244]
	[245]
	[246]
	[247]



	Iron Fist
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2
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 Analysis




In October 2014, John Coggin looked back on the music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe so far for International Policy Digest[image: External link]. He felt that the music was a major failing of the shared universe, especially in comparison to other major franchises such as Star Wars and The Lord of the Rings, because of a lack of "strong fanfares" for the films' heroes, and a lack of continuity between the different scores. He felt that Patrick Doyle's Thor was the best in terms of "thematic strength and unity", while other films did not develop their own musical themes in a memorable way, and found it "remarkable" that Brian Tyler completely discarded all of Doyle's themes. Coggin ended his piece by noting that the MCU was "still young", and "in time, Marvel can and should develop bolder themes for its individual heroes. It should establish some thematic continuity between films."[248] Emily Asher-Perrin, writing for Tor.com[image: External link], discussed the issue of musical continuity further. She pointed out how continuity between films was such an important aspect of the MCU for Marvel, and therefore found it confusing that the "same consistency wasn’t applied to their soundtracks". Raising numerous examples of other franchises recalling thematic material to great effect, Asher-Perrin opined that the lack of continuity in the scores was not only "off-putting", but a missed opportunity for Marvel and the cohesiveness of the franchise.[249]

Christian Clemmenson of Filmtracks.com[image: External link] agreed that the scores for the Marvel films "always struggled to form any kind of cohesive identity". He felt that Silvestri had been the most successful composer at creating memorable themes, and saw Tyler's work for Iron Man 3 and Thor: The Dark World as strong in establishing an appropriate tone for the franchise by "combining the masculinity of the Hans Zimmer blockbuster expectations from the studio with the Jerry Goldsmith rhythmic flair that actually (still) works".[217] Clemmenson did criticize Tyler's work on The Dark World for his "inexplicable" replacing of Doyle's themes with his own "generic" ones,[199] and subsequently praised the composer's efforts on Avengers: Age of Ultron to maintain the sound that he previously established while reusing Silvestri's previous themes as well as his own. He also highlighted the way that Danny Elfman adapted and evolved Silvestri's Avengers theme for that film, "rather than simply arranging it for regurgitation". Despite this praise, Clemmenson ultimately only called the Age of Ultron score "functional", and felt that the way the music was edited and used in the film was "an absolute mess", an issue he saw with many of the MCU scores.[217]

At Flickering Myth, Simon Columb responded to a description of Tyler's scores for Iron Man 3 and Thor: The Dark World as "alright" with an opinion piece titled "The Forgettable Soundtrack to Marvel’s Movies". He argued that film music is such a "core element" that the scores deserve more criticism than a dismissive "alright"; he felt that all MCU scores were "consistently below par ... the soundtracks have always felt unclear, confused and inconsistent." He also touched on the lack of continuity, lamenting the missed opportunity to "use the themes and music to carve out a consistent harmonic atmosphere".[251] /Film's Jacob Hall focused on the quality of the MCU's music, describing it as "the musical equivalent of vanilla pudding. No single MCU movie features identifiable music and that’s a shame." Hall hoped that the hiring of Michael Giacchino, whom he called "one of the most talented and celebrated modern composers of music for film and television", and the rehiring of Silvestri, who he felt had composed the only memorable and recognizable theme with his "Captain America March", during Marvel's Phase Three[image: External link] slate of films would change this trend, particularly hoping that Giacchino could "bring some much-needed magic to the MCU".[252][250]

In September 2016, the YouTube channel Every Frame a Painting, which analyzes films and the filmmaking process, posted a video essay discussing the music of the MCU. The video also highlights the lack of memorability for general audience members compared to franchises such as Star Wars and James Bond, and proposes several reasons for why this is: the tendency for the music to be background noise, or to be "hidden" behind other sounds such as voiceovers; how it closely reflects the events on screen, and so does not stand out or surprise the audience; and how it is often similar to other music, which the video blames on the temp process and filmmakers editing the film to the temp music before bringing in the composer, or asking composers to imitate the temp tracks. Saying that the music is not bad, just "bland and inoffensive", the video states that Marvel could improve their music by simply taking more risks with it, like putting more emphasis on the music without any other sound effects, or mismatching it with the visuals—for example, playing "emotional" music during an otherwise "humorous" scene to give more impact to the underlying feelings of the characters rather than their surface actions.[253]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient
	Result
	Ref.



	2009
	Filmtracks Awards[image: External link]
	Top Film Cue
	"The Arctic" from The Incredible Hulk by Craig Armstrong
	Nominated
	[254]



	Golden Reel Awards[image: External link]
	Best Sound Editing – Music in a Feature Film
	Iron Man
	Nominated
	[255]



	Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media
	Iron Man by Ramin Djawadi
	Nominated
	[256]



	ASCAP Film and Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Top Box Office Films
	The Incredible Hulk by Crag Armstrong
	Won
	[257]



	Iron Man by Ramin Djawadi
	Won



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Score[image: External link]
	Iron Man by Ramin Djawadi
	Nominated
	[258]



	2010
	American Music Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Soundtrack
	AC/DC: Iron Man 2
	Nominated
	[165]



	2011
	Guild of Music Supervisors
	Best Music Supervision – Film
	Dave Jordan (Iron Man 2)
	Nominated
	[259]



	ASCAP Film and Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Top Box Office Films
	Iron Man 2 by John Debney
	Won
	[260]



	World Soundtrack Awards[image: External link]
	Soundtrack Composer of the Year[image: External link]
	Patrick Doyle (Thor)
	Nominated
	[261]



	Hollywood Music in Media Awards
	Best Original Score – Feature Film
	Thor by Patrick Doyle
	Nominated
	[262]



	Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Original Song
	"Star Spangled Man" by Alan Menken[image: External link] and David Zippel[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[263]



	2012
	Filmtracks Awards[image: External link]
	Top Composer
	Patrick Doyle (Thor)
	Won
	[264]



	Houston Film Critics Society Awards[image: External link]
	Best Original Song
	"Star Spangled Man" by Alan Menken[image: External link] and David Zippel[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[265]



	Georgia Film Critics Association Awards
	Best Original Song
	"Star Spangled Man" by Alan Menken[image: External link] and David Zippel[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[266]



	Online Film & Television Association Awards
	Best Original Song
	"Star Spangled Man" by Alan Menken[image: External link] and David Zippel[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[267]



	Guild of Music Supervisors
	Best Music Supervision – Film Over $25 Million
	Dave Jordan (Captain America: The First Avenger and Thor)
	Nominated
	[268]



	International Film Music Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	Best Original Score for an Action/Adventure/Thriller Film
	Captain America: The First Avenger by Alan Silvestri
	Nominated
	[269]



	Film Music Composition of the Year
	"Captain America March" from Captain America: The First Avenger by Alan Silvestri
	Nominated



	BMI Film & TV Awards[image: External link]
	Film Music Award
	Captain America: The First Avenger by Alan Silvestri
	Won
	[270]



	ASCAP Film and Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Top Box Office Films
	Thor by Patrick Doyle
	Won
	[271]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Music[image: External link]
	Captain America: The First Avenger by Alan Silvestri
	Nominated
	[272]



	2013
	BMI Film & TV Awards[image: External link]
	Film Music Award
	The Avengers by Alan Silvestri
	Won
	[273]



	Iron Man 3 by Brian Tyler
	Won



	2014
	Filmtracks Awards[image: External link]
	Top Composer
	Brian Tyler (Iron Man 3 and Thor: The Dark World)
	Won
	[274]



	Top Film Cue
	"Into Eternity" from Thor: The Dark World by Brian Tyler
	Nominated



	Golden Reel Awards[image: External link]
	Best Sound & Music Editing: Direct to Video – Live Action
	Marvel One-Shot[image: External link]: Agent Carter
	Won
	[275]



	International Film Music Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	Film Composer of the Year
	Brian Tyler (Iron Man 3 and Thor: The Dark World)
	Nominated
	[276]



	Best Original Score for an Action/Adventure/Thriller Film
	Iron Man 3 by Brian Tyler
	Nominated



	ASCAP Composer's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	TV Composer of the Year
	Bear McCreary (Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link])
	Won
	[277]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Music[image: External link]
	Iron Man 3 by Brian Tyler
	Nominated
	[278]



	Hollywood Music in Media Awards
	Best Original Score – Sci-Fi/Fantasy Film
	Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link] by Tyler Bates
	Nominated
	[279]



	Outstanding Music Supervision – Film
	Dave Jordan for Guardians of the Galaxy
	Nominated



	Best Soundtrack Album
	Guardians of the Galaxy: Awesome Mix Vol. 1
	Won
	[280]



	American Music Awards[image: External link]
	Top Soundtrack
	Guardians of the Galaxy: Awesome Mix Vol. 1
	Nominated
	[281]



	Golden Reel Awards[image: External link]
	Best Sound Editing – Short Form: Music
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. – " Pilot[image: External link]"
	Nominated
	[282]



	St. Louis Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	Best Soundtrack
	Guardians of the Galaxy: Awesome Mix Vol. 1
	Won
	[283]



	2015
	Guild of Music Supervisors
	Best Music Supervision – Film Over $25 Million
	Dave Jordan for Guardians of the Galaxy
	Won
	[284]



	Golden Reel Awards[image: External link]
	Best Sound Editing – Feature Music
	Guardians of the Galaxy
	Nominated
	[285]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Music[image: External link]
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier by Henry Jackman
	Nominated
	[286]



	BMI Film & TV Awards[image: External link]
	Film Music Award
	Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link] by Tyler Bates
	Won
	[287]



	Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Compilation Soundtrack for Visual Media[image: External link]
	Guardians of the Galaxy: Awesome Mix Vol. 1 by James Gunn[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[288]



	Hollywood Music in Media Awards
	Best Original Score – Sci-Fi/Fantasy Film
	Ant-Man by Christophe Beck
	Nominated
	[289]



	Avengers: Age of Ultron by Danny Elfman and Brian Tyler
	Nominated



	2016
	Filmtracks Awards[image: External link]
	Top Film Cue
	"Avengers Unite" from Avengers: Age of Ultron by Danny Elfman
	Nominated
	[290]



	ASCAP Composer's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	TV Composer of the Year
	Bear McCreary (Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link])
	Won
	[291]



	BMI Film & TV Awards[image: External link]
	Film Music Award
	Avengers: Age of Ultron by Brian Tyler and Danny Elfman
	Won
	[292]



	Primetime Creative Arts Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Main Title Theme Music[image: External link]
	"Jessica Jones Main Title" from Jessica Jones[image: External link] by Sean Callery[image: External link]
	Won
	[293]



	Hollywood Music in Media Awards
	Best Original Score – Sci-Fi/Fantasy Film
	Doctor Strange by Michael Giacchino
	Nominated
	[294]



	Main Title – TV Show / Digital Series
	Luke Cage by Ali Shaheed Muhammad and Adrian Younge
	Nominated



	2017
	Filmtracks Awards[image: External link]
	Top Film Cue
	"Strange Days Ahead" from Doctor Strange by Michael Giacchino
	Nominated
	[295]



	Golden Reel Awards[image: External link]
	Feature – Music
	Doctor Strange
	Nominated
	[296]



	TV – Short Form Musical Score
	Luke Cage – "Soliloquy of Chaos[image: External link]"
	Nominated
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WHIH Newsfront






WHIH Newsfront is a faux[image: External link] American current affairs[image: External link] digital series[image: External link] serving as the center of several viral marketing campaigns for Marvel Studios. Based on the fictional[image: External link] television network WHIH World News that appears throughout the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU), the YouTube videos began as marketing for the film Ant-Man, and deal with major events depicted in the MCU's films and television series. The videos were created by Marvel Studios in partnership with Google.

The news program[image: External link] features Leslie Bibb as Christine Everhart, reprising her role from the MCU films, with Al Madrigal[image: External link] portraying political correspondent Will Adams. Several other actors reprise their roles from the films, while archive footage of others is also used. The initial videos were released during July 2015, focusing on the immediate aftermath of Avengers: Age of Ultron while leading up to the events of Ant-Man. More were released beginning in April 2016 as a WHIH Newsfront Special Report, focusing on the Avengers and the political issues surrounding them as part of a similar viral marketing campaign for the film Captain America: Civil War.

The videos are accompanied by additional marketing materials, such as in-universe web articles and social media posts. The series has been received positively, seen as better than average viral marketing campaigns, and as a fun and insightful expansion of the MCU for fans of the franchise.
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 Ant-Man campaign (2015)




See also: Ant-Man (film)




	No.

overall
	No. in

campaign
	Title
	Guest(s)
	Original air date
	Runtime



	1
	1
	"WHIH Newsfront Promo"
	None
	July 2, 2015
	0:28



	Christine Everhart runs down the upcoming week's main stories.



	2
	2
	"WHIH Newsfront Top Stories"
	None
	July 7, 2015
	1:20



	Christine Everhart discusses the ongoing relief efforts in Sokovia[image: External link], and the upcoming release[image: External link] of corporate criminal Scott Lang.



	3
	3
	"WHIH EXCLUSIVE: 2012 VistaCorp break-in security footage involving cyber-criminal Scott Lang"
	None
	July 11, 2015
	1:48



	Security footage featuring Lang's VistaCorp break in, for which he was arrested and imprisoned.



	4
	4
	"WIRED Insider Interviews Darren Cross, CEO of Pym Technologies"
	Corey Stoll as Darren Cross
	July 13, 2015
	2:36



	An interview with Pym Technologies CEO Darren Cross, concerning the future of his company.



	5
	5
	"WHIH EXCLUSIVE: Scott Lang Interview"
	Paul Rudd as Scott Lang
	July 16, 2015
	3:23



	Christine Everhart interviews Scott Lang via video from San Quentin Prison[image: External link] ahead of his release.
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 Captain America: Civil War campaign (2016)




See also: Captain America: Civil War




	No.

overall
	No. in

campaign
	Title
	Guest(s)
	Original air date
	Runtime



	6
	1
	"AVENGERS IMPACT: A WHIH Newsfront Special Report"
	None
	April 22, 2016
	2:22



	Christine Everhart and political correspondent Will Adams discuss the Avengers and whether they require governmental oversight to prevent further collateral damage.



	7
	2
	"WHIH Newsfront: The Cost of Saving the World"
	None
	April 26, 2016
	1:41



	Christine Everhart and Will Adams discuss whether the Avengers or taxpayers should pay for damages caused by the Avengers' saving the world, an issue upon which public response is divided.



	8
	3
	"WHIH Newsfront: The Avengers and The White House"
	None
	April 28, 2016
	3:12



	Christine Everhart and Will Adams discuss President[image: External link] Matthew Ellis's stance on the Avengers, and the increasing political activity of Thaddeus Ross[image: External link] following his retirement from the military.



	9
	4
	"WHIH Newsfront Exclusive: President Ellis Discusses the Avengers"
	William Sadler[image: External link] as Matthew Ellis
	May 3, 2016
	3:14



	Christine Everhart and Will Adams interview President Matthew Ellis about his decision to nominate Thaddeus Ross for the position of United States Secretary of State[image: External link], and about his stance on the Avengers.



	10
	5
	"WHIH Breaking News: Attack in Lagos"
	William Sadler as Matthew Ellis
	May 3, 2016
	3:06



	Christine Everhart and Will Adams go live with breaking news of an attack in Lagos[image: External link], and cross to the President's live statement on the situation.
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 Cast and characters





	
Leslie Bibb as Christine Everhart: The WHIH Newsfront presenter.[1] Bibb reprises her role from the Iron Man films.[2]


	
Al Madrigal[image: External link] as Will Adams: WHIH Newsfront's political correspondent.[3]




Also reprising his role from the films is William Sadler[image: External link] as President[image: External link] Matthew Ellis,[4] while Paul Rudd and Corey Stoll as Scott Lang and Darren Cross, respectively, appear before their appearances in Ant-Man.[5] Additionally, WIRED Insider[image: External link] presenter James Rondell appears as himself,[5] and a WHIH reporter based on the character Jackson Norris[image: External link] briefly appears;[6][7] the latter is a separate character from the similarly named Jackson Norriss, who appears in the Marvel One-Shot[image: External link] short film All Hail the King portrayed by Scoot McNairy[image: External link].[8]
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 Production




In June 2015, Leslie Bibb revealed that she was involved in a new project for Marvel Studios, reprising her role of Christine Everhart from Iron Man and Iron Man 2.[2] The next week, the project was revealed to be part of a viral marketing campaign for the Marvel film Ant-Man with the reveal of a faux news program, WHIH Newsfront with Christine Everhart,[1] an extension of the fictional television network WHIH World News which is depicted reporting on major events in many MCU films and television series.[9]

Bibb returned as Everhart, and was joined by Al Madrigal[image: External link] as WHIH political correspondent Will Adams, for a WHIH Newsfront Special Report as part of a similar campaign in April 2016 in the lead up to the film Captain America: Civil War.[10] The report focuses on the opposing sides of Civil War's central conflict, with Everhart supporting governmental oversight and accountability for superheroes, and Adams willing to let the Avengers do what is necessary to save the world. The opinion of the MCU public is also depicted as divided between the two sides.[10][11]

Marvel partnered with Google to produce the videos,[12] which deal with the aftermath of Avengers: Age of Ultron, and the buildup to Ant-Man and Captain America: Civil War, while featuring numerous easter eggs[image: External link] to the MCU, including a news ticker[image: External link] that mentions MCU characters and events such as Jane Foster[image: External link], the death of Wolfgang von Strucker[image: External link],[5] and Dr. Stephen Strange[image: External link].[4] In addition to archive footage from the films, the videos also use original material and "footage showing what these fights and their aftermaths look [like] from the civilian perspective".[13]
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 Release




The videos are made available on the WHIH World News' YouTube channel, with some of them debuting in publications such as Mashable, BuzzFeed, and WIRED Insider.[12] The Ant-Man campaign videos also appear as bonus features on that film's Blu-ray[image: External link] release.[14]
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 Supplementary material




Other content released for the viral marketing campaigns include ongoing posts on social media sites such as Twitter and Google+[image: External link],[3][12] as well as a full length piece on Mashable[image: External link], attributed to Everhart, that serves as a companion to the videos.[15] More focus was placed on social media for the 2016 return, with tweets released to celebrate Earth Day[image: External link], with reference to Stark Industries[image: External link] and Pepper Potts[image: External link],[3] and to mark the end of the clean up of Washington, D.C.[image: External link] following the events of Captain America: The Winter Soldier, with quotes from MCU politicians such as President Ellis used.[16][17]
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 Reception




Oliver Lyttelton of IndieWire[image: External link] called the campaign, "one of the cannier bits of marketing that Marvel have come up with", saying that "it’s not particularly funny, but fans will definitely enjoy it."[18] CinemaBlend's Adam Holmes noted how the videos were able to give insight the rest of the MCU and its population's perception of the films' events.[13] Matthew Mueller at ComicBook.com said, "As far as viral marketing goes, this is definitely one of the more well-produced campaigns," and noted, "In our 24-hour news cycle, the smallest abnormal occurrence can spawn countless hours of coverage....so it stands to reason that multiple superhero related catastrophes would also warrant that kind of coverage."[10]

Alanna Smith, writing for Geek Chic Elite, stated, "When I found out about this channel I couldn’t help but laugh out of disbelief and awe towards the Marvel team. I mean come on, real online broadcasts of the news channel that it turns out has been there from the start, and it’s hosted by the same side character (whom we probably didn’t even think would be back) from the startup MCU film made 7 years ago? When Marvel says "It’s All Connected" they don’t mess around; they really mean everything."[9] Sean K. Cureton of Screen Rant found the videos to be "in keeping with the willingness on the part of Marvel Studios to poke fun at some of the more vocal complaints frequently raised against the action-centric nature of the MCU, and the entire superhero film genre by default. At the same time, in incorporating the real world dialogue regarding the ridiculous levels of structural damage inflicted on various metropolitan settings, [the franchise] sets itself apart through a coy flirtation in engaging the discussion."[11]
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Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot






Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot, or simply Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot, is an American digital series[image: External link] created for ABC.com by Geoffrey Colo, based on the Marvel Comics organization S.H.I.E.L.D. (Strategic Homeland Intervention, Enforcement, and Logistics Division) and the character Yo-Yo Rodriguez. It is set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU), sharing continuity with the films and television series of the franchise, and is a supplement to Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. The series is produced by ABC Studios and Marvel Television.

The digital series revolves around a mission Rodriguez embarks on before the events of the fourth season of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. Natalia Cordova-Buckley reprises her role from Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., having been cast in the role in February 2016, with Clark Gregg, Chloe Bennet, Jason O'Mara, Ming-Na Wen[image: External link], Iain De Caestecker, Elizabeth Henstridge and Henry Simmons also appearing in their Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. roles. Slingshot was first revealed at the end of the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. episode "The Laws of Inferno Dynamics[image: External link]", with members of the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. production team also working on the series.

All episodes of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot were released on December 13, 2016. It received positive critical response, and won a Webby Award[image: External link].
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Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez is forced to sign the Sokovia Accords[image: External link] as an Inhuman. However, by signing the Accords, she creates a direct conflict with a personal mission she is looking to complete.[1]
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 Cast and characters




Further information: List of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. characters
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 Main





	
Clark Gregg as Phil Coulson: An agent and former director of S.H.I.E.L.D.[2]


	
Chloe Bennet as Daisy Johnson / Quake: A former agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. who is an Inhuman with earthquake-generating abilities operating as the vigilante "Quake".[2]


	
Natalia Cordova-Buckley as Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez:
A Colombian Inhuman who can move at super speed for a beat of her heart, before returning to the point she started moving from. She serves as an asset to S.H.I.E.L.D.[1] Cordova-Buckley stated the series explores how Rodriguez "feels about having these powers and how to use them and with whom to use them and with whom to team up or not."[3] She added, "We see Yo-Yo begin that conflict of whether she wants to belong to S.H.I.E.L.D. or not. I think at some point we've seen all the [S.H.I.E.L.D.] characters have doubts about the bureaucracy and the power struggle of S.H.I.E.L.D., but I think Yo-Yo's the one that the struggle is the most evident."[4] Marvel Entertainment COO[image: External link] Joe Quesada felt the series gave "a nice focus" into the character of Rodriguez "and an adventure that she had that kind of defines a lot about her character and how she goes about doing her business as an Inhuman."[5] Cordova-Buckley added that the series helped her learn to build a character, as she had never had to hold a series on her own before.[3]




	
Jason O'Mara as Jeffrey Mace: The new Director of S.H.I.E.L.D. who is an Inhuman with super-strength and invulnerability.[2]


	
Ming-Na Wen[image: External link] as Melinda May: An agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.[2]


	
Iain De Caestecker as Leo Fitz: An agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. who is an engineering and weapons technology specialist.[2]


	
Elizabeth Henstridge as Jemma Simmons: An agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. who is a biochemist specialist.[2]


	
Henry Simmons as Alphonso "Mack" MacKenzie: An agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. who is attracted to Rodriguez.[2]
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 Recurring and guest





	
Yancey Arias[image: External link] as Victor Ramon: A former National Police of Colombia[image: External link] member-turned-arms dealer who killed Rodriguez's cousin.[6]


	Alexander Wraith as Anderson: An agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.

	Deren Tadlock as Cecilio: An agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.

	Matt Berberi and Hiroo Minami as Ramon's henchman.

	Dale Pavinski as Alpha Dog: A member of the Watchdogs[image: External link] terrorist organization.



Stan Lee cameos through an on-set photograph.[7]
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	No.
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original release date



	1
	"Vendetta"
	Joe Quesada
	James C. Oliver & Sharla Oliver
	December 13, 2016



	Elena Rodriguez meets with Daisy Johnson privately. The two discuss a secret mission they shared around the time Johnson went rogue from S.H.I.E.L.D. Now that Johnson has returned, Rodriguez wants to make sure their stories are consistent in efforts of throwing off Director Jeffrey Mace. In a flashback, Rodriguez meets with Phil Coulson as he clears out his office after stepping down as director of S.H.I.E.L.D. Rodriguez contemplates signing the Sokovia Accords[image: External link], but is hoping to seek out Victor Ramon, the man responsible for the death of her cousin.



	2
	"John Hancock"
	Feliks Parnell
	James C. Oliver & Sharla Oliver
	December 13, 2016



	Director Mace sets a meeting with Rodriguez to have her sign the Sokovia Accords. As she does, she informs Mace about Ramon, who tells her that under the agreement of the Sokovia Accords, Rodriguez has to follow a certain procedure before going after Ramon. Unsatisfied, Rodriguez steals Mace's S.H.I.E.L.D. access card to help her get more information on Ramon.



	3
	"Progress"
	Keith Potter
	George Kitson
	December 13, 2016



	Leo Fitz and Jemma Simmons examine Rodriguez, during which she secretly learns Ramon is in Baltimore, Maryland. As she sets forth with the mission, she runs into Mack, who is on a mission with Coulson to track down Johnson. As Coulson and Mack's Quinjet takes off, Melinda May informs Rodriguez that Mace's credentials have been reported missing. Rodriguez realizes that May is aware that she took them.



	4
	"Reunion"
	Chris Cheramie
	Iden Baghdadchi
	December 13, 2016



	Agent May accuses Rodriguez of stealing Mace's credentials, with Rodriguez reluctantly returning his access card. May advises Rodriguez to be mindful of her "sloppy" work and that she would not tell Mace. Instead, May grants Rodriguez access to another Quinjet headed to Baltimore, allowing her to move forward with her mission. Rodriguez finds Ramon and botches his plans to leave the city. She reminds him that he is responsible for her cousin's murder. As their encounter intensifies, one of Ramon's henchmen knocks out Rodriguez.



	5
	"Deal Breaker"
	John P. Gordon
	Iden Baghdadchi & Mark Leitner
	December 13, 2016



	Held captive by Ramon, Rodriguez realizes that he is attempting to sell an Inhuman weapon to members of the terrorist organization called the Watchdogs[image: External link]. Rodriguez is rescued by Johnson, who had come for the weapon, and holds off the Watchdogs attacks for Rodriguez to go after Ramon, who had tried to escape.



	6
	"Justicia"
	Mark Kolpack
	Mark Leitner
	December 13, 2016



	Rodriguez chooses not to kill Ramon, who is inadvertently vaporized by the Inhuman weapon as S.H.I.E.L.D. arrives. Back in the present, Rodriguez has Johnson erase any trace in S.H.I.E.L.D.'s system that she was in Baltimore.
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Natalia Cordova-Buckley revealed on December 5, 2016 that a surprise teaser would air the next day following "The Laws of Inferno Dynamics[image: External link]", the mid-season finale of Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s fourth season.[8] The teaser revealed Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot, a 6-part "digital series[image: External link]" following Cordova-Buckley's S.H.I.E.L.D. character Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez.[1][3] Produced by ABC Studios and Marvel Television,[2] each episode of the series is 3–6 minutes long.[9] Maurissa Tancharoen, Jed Whedon[image: External link], Jeffrey Bell, Jeph Loeb and Geoffrey Colo are some of the executive producers on the series.[2] Colo indicated that ABC and Marvel had been "looking for a while to do a digital series connected to Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. The trick was finding something that fit snuggly into S.H.I.E.L.D.'s timeline and the greater MCU".[10]
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Cordova-Buckley was cast as Rodriguez in February 2016, to appear in the third season of Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[11] and was revealed to be appearing in Slingshot with the December 2016 series announcement.[1] She is joined by other Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. cast members Clark Gregg as Phil Coulson, Jason O'Mara as Jeffrey Mace, Henry Simmons as Alphonso "Mack" MacKenzie, Chloe Bennet as Daisy Johnson / Quake, Ming-Na Wen[image: External link] as Melinda May, Iain De Caestecker as Leo Fitz, and Elizabeth Henstridge as Jemma Simmons.[2]

Yancey Arias[image: External link] recurs as arms dealer Victor Ramon, reprising his role from the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. episode "Bouncing Back[image: External link]".[6][12][13] Also reprising their roles from S.H.I.E.L.D. are Alexander Wraith and Deren Tadlock as S.H.I.E.L.D. agents Anderson and Cecilio,[14][15] and Dale Pavinski as the "Alpha Dog" of the Watchdogs[image: External link].[14]
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Marvel Comics COO[image: External link] Joe Quesada, who made his directorial debut with the first episode, created detailed storyboards of the episode like he would with a comic, stating, "The same rules of storytelling, whether its film or television, apply directly to comic books when you do it right."[5] Much of the same crew that works on the main S.H.I.E.L.D. series also worked on Slingshot.[16]
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Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. visual effects supervisor Mark Kolpack returned to supervise the effects for Slingshot.[17]
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The majority of the digital series takes place shortly before the events of the fourth season of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[1] which Quesada said would allow the series to tell the story "that is in between the cracks" and explore "missing time" since the end of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. season three.[5] Cordova-Buckley added that Slingshot would help viewers "understand the reasoning for many of the decisions that characters make in Season 4," gaining "more of an overall answer of the 'why's'." Such insights include "the struggle between Yo-Yo and Mack, ... the closeness between Daisy and Yo-Yo, ... [and] the relationship between Yo-Yo and S.H.I.E.L.D." from her interactions with Mace and Coulson.[4] In addition, Peggy Carter,[18] Secretary Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross[image: External link], and his prison The Raft[image: External link] are referenced.[19]
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 Release




All six episodes of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot debuted on ABC.com on December 13, 2016.[1][5] The episodes were also available on ABC's mobile app, Marvel.com, and ABC and Marvel's YouTube channels.[4]
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Christina Roberts of Culturess[image: External link] felt Slingshot was "a cool premise for Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. to do. It builds off characters we already know and gives the ones less utilized a little more action. Honestly, I would have loved if this was just a standalone episode of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., too. While the ongoing storylines and plot threads are fun, an episode that can stand on its own is always a nice breath of fresh air... It will be fun to see if any of this carries over into the rest of the show when it returns, even if it’s just a wink and a nod between Daisy and Elena."[7] Geek Exchange[image: External link]'s Georgia Ringelberg felt, "Overall, the digital series is unnecessary because the plot doesn’t add anything to the larger series as we await the second half of season 4. But it is enjoyable to watch with quite a few nice nods to the first half of the season... It’s a fun, quick watch that’s perfect for getting through the mid-season break and hopefully gets Yo-Yo/Slingshot some well-deserved attention." Additionally, Ringelberg felt the use of Rodriguez in the series would lead "to more screen time for Yo-Yo and maybe even preparing viewers for the Inhumans series... If they transition her to Inhumans or give her time on both shows, she could be strategically utilized instead of mostly forgotten the way she is now."[20]
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Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot was the 2017 Webby Awards[image: External link] and People's Voice winner in the "Drama: Long Form or Series" category.[21]
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Media Franchise





A media franchise is a collection of related media in which several derivative works have been produced from an original creative work, such as a film[image: External link], a work of literature[image: External link], a television program[image: External link] or a video game[image: External link]. The intellectual property from the work can be licensed to other parties or partners for further derivative works and commercial exploitation across a range of media and by a variety of industries for merchandising[image: External link] purposes.
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A media franchise often consists of cross-marketing[image: External link] across more than one medium. For the owners, the goal of increasing profit through diversity can extend the commercial profitability of the franchise and can create strong feelings of identity and ownership in its consumers.[1] Aarseth describes the financial logic of cost-recovery for expensive productions by identifying that a single medium launch is a lost opportunity, the timeliness of the production and release is more important than its integrity, the releases should raise brand awareness and the cross-ability of the work is critical for its success.[2] American Idol[image: External link] was a transmedia franchise from its beginnings, with the first season winner Kelly Clarkson[image: External link] signing with RCA Records[image: External link] and having the release of A Moment Like This[image: External link] becoming a #1 hit on Billboard Hot 100.[3] The success resulted in a nationwide concert tour, an American Idol book that made the bestseller list and the film From Justin to Kelly[image: External link].[3] A transmedia franchise however is often referred to by the simpler term "media franchise." The term media franchise is often used to describe the popular adaptation of a work into films, like the popular Twilight book series[image: External link] that was adapted into the five films of The Twilight Saga[image: External link].[4] Other neologisms exist to describe various franchise types including "metaseries," which can be used to describe works such as Isaac Asimov[image: External link]'s Foundation series[image: External link].[5]

Multimedia franchises usually develop through a character or fictional world becoming popular in one medium, and then expanding to others through licensing agreements[image: External link], with respect to intellectual property[image: External link] in the franchise's characters and settings. As one author explains, "[f]or the studios, a home-run is a film from which a multimedia 'franchise' can be generated; the colossally expensive creation of cross-media conglomerates predicated on synergistic rewards provides an obvious imperative to develop such products."[6] The trend later developed wherein franchises would be launched in multiple forms of media simultaneously:


"In one of the most celebrated ventures in media convergence, Larry and Andy Wachowski, creators of The Matrix trilogy[image: External link], produced the game Enter the Matrix[image: External link] (2003) simultaneously with the last two films of the trilogy, shooting scenes for the game on the movie's sets with the movie's actors, and releasing the game on the same day as The Matrix: Reloaded[image: External link]. Likewise, on September 21, 2004, Lucasfilm[image: External link] jointly released a new DVD box set of the original Star Wars trilogy[image: External link] with Star Wars: Battlefront[image: External link], a combat game in which players can reenact battles from all six Star Wars films. In 2005, Peter Jackson likewise produced his blockbuster film King Kong[image: External link] (2005) in tandem with a successful King Kong game designed by Michael Ancel and published by Ubisoft. In the last several years, numerous licensed videogame adaptations of major summer and holiday blockbusters were released a few days before or a few days after their respective films, including: all three Star Wars films (1999–2005); all five Harry Potter films[image: External link] (2001–2008); all three Spider-Man films[image: External link] (2002–2007); Hulk[image: External link] (2003); The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link] (2002); The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King[image: External link] (2003); The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe[image: External link] (2005); Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest[image: External link] (2006); Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End[image: External link] (2007); and Transformers[image: External link] (2007). These multimedia franchises have made it more difficult to distinguish the production of films and videogames as separate enterprises"

— Harry Brown, Videogames and Education.[7]
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Long-running film franchises were common in the early studio era, when Hollywood studios had actors and directors under long-term contract. Examples include Andy Hardy[image: External link], Ma and Pa Kettle[image: External link], Bulldog Drummond[image: External link], Superman, Tarzan[image: External link], and Batman. The longest-running modern film franchises include James Bond[image: External link], Godzilla[image: External link], Friday the 13th[image: External link], A Nightmare on Elm Street[image: External link], and Star Trek[image: External link]. In such cases, even lead actors are often replaced as they age, lose interest, or their characters are killed.

Media franchises tend to cross over from their original media to other forms. Literary franchises are often transported to film, such as Nancy Drew[image: External link], Miss Marple[image: External link], and other popular detectives[image: External link], as well as popular comic book[image: External link] superheroes[image: External link]. Television and film franchises are often expanded upon in novels[image: External link], particularly those in the fantasy[image: External link] and science fiction[image: External link] genres, such as The Twilight Zone[image: External link], Star Trek[image: External link], Doctor Who[image: External link] and Star Wars. Similarly, fantasy, science fiction films and television shows are frequently adapted into animated television series[image: External link], video games, or both.

A media franchise does not have to include the same characters or theme, as the brand identity can be the franchise, like Square Enix[image: External link]'s Final Fantasy[image: External link] or the National Lampoon series[image: External link], and can suffer from critical failures even if the media fictional material is unrelated.[8]
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Non-fiction[image: External link] literary franchises include the ...For Dummies[image: External link] and The Complete Idiot's Guide to...[image: External link] reference books[image: External link]. An enduring and extensive example of a media franchise is Playboy Enterprises[image: External link], which began expanding well beyond its successful magazine, Playboy[image: External link], within a few years after its first publication, into such enterprises as a modeling agency, several television shows (Playboy's Penthouse, in 1959), and even its own television channel[image: External link]. Twenty-five years later, Playboy released private clubs and restaurants, movie theaters, a radio show[image: External link], direct to video[image: External link] films, music and book publishing (including original works in addition to its anthologies of cartoons, photographs, recipes, advice, articles or fiction that had originally appeared in the magazine), footwear, clothing of every kind, jewelry, housewares (lamps, clocks, bedding, glassware), guitars and gambling, playing cards, pinball machines and pet accessories, billiard balls, bedroom appurtenances, enhancements, plus countless other items of merchandise.
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Shared Universe






A shared universe or shared world is a set of creative works where more than one writer (or other artist) independently contributes a work that can stand alone but fits into the joint development of the storyline, characters, or world of the overall project. It is common in genres like science fiction[image: External link].[1]

It differs from collaborative writing[image: External link] where multiple artists are working together on the same work and from crossovers where the works and characters are independent except for a single meeting.

The term shared universe is also used within comics to reflect the overall milieu created by the comic book publisher in which characters, events, and premises from one product line appear in other product lines in a media franchise.

The term has also been used in a wider, non-literary sense to convey interdisciplinary[image: External link][2] or social commonality,[3] often in the context of a "shared universe of discourse."[4]
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Fiction in some media[image: External link], such as most television programs[image: External link] and many comic book[image: External link] titles, is understood to require the contribution of multiple authors and does not by itself create a shared universe and is considered a collaborative art form. Incidental appearances, such as that of d'Artagnan[image: External link] in Cyrano de Bergerac[image: External link], are considered literary cameo appearances. More substantial interaction between characters from different sources is often marketed as a crossover. While crossovers occur in a shared universe, not all crossovers are intended to merge their settings' back-stories[image: External link] and are instead used for marketing, parody, or to explore "what-if" scenarios[image: External link].[5][6]

It can become difficult for writers contributing to a shared universe to maintain consistency and avoid contradicting details in earlier works, especially when a shared universe grows to be very large. The version deemed "official" by the author or company controlling the setting is known as canon[image: External link]. Not all shared universes have a controlling entity capable of or interested in determining canonicity, and not all fans agree with these determinations when they occur.[7] A fanon[image: External link] may instead find some degree of consensus within the setting's fandom[image: External link].[8]

Some writers, in an effort to ensure that a canon can be established and to keep details of the setting believable, employ tools to correct contradictions and errors that result from multiple contributors working over a long period of time. One such tool is retconning[image: External link], short for "retroactive continuity", which resolves errors in continuity that came about through previously-written conflicting material.[9]

Readers may also object when a story or series is integrated into a shared universe, feeling it "requir[es] one hero's fans to buy other heroes' titles".[10]
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 Originating in novels




The expansion of existing material into a shared universe is not restricted to settings licensed from movies and television. For example, Larry Niven[image: External link] opened his Known Space[image: External link] setting to other writers initially because he considered his lack of military experience prevented him from adequately describing the wars between mankind and the Kzinti[image: External link].[11] The degree to which he has made the setting available for other writers became a topic of controversy, when Elf Sternberg[image: External link] created an erotic short story[image: External link] set in Known Space following an author's note from Niven indicating that "[i]f you want more Known Space stories, you'll have to write them yourself".[12] Niven has since clarified that his setting is still to be used only "under restricted circumstances and with permission",[13] which Niven granted to the several authors of the Man-Kzin Wars[image: External link] series. By contrast, author Eric Flint[image: External link] has edited and published collaborations with fan fiction writers directly, expanding his 1632 series[image: External link].[14]

A setting may also be expanded in a similar manner after the death of its creator, although this posthumous expansion does not meet some strict definitions of a shared universe. One such example is August Derleth[image: External link]'s development of the Cthulhu Mythos[image: External link] from the writings of H. P. Lovecraft[image: External link], an approach whose result is considered by some to be "completely dissimilar" to Lovecraft's own works.[15] Less controversial posthumous expansions include Ruth Plumly Thompson[image: External link]'s and later authors' sequels to L. Frank Baum[image: External link]'s Oz[image: External link] stories and the further development of Isaac Asimov[image: External link]'s Foundation[image: External link] universe by Greg Bear[image: External link], Gregory Benford[image: External link], and David Brin[image: External link].[16]

Many other published works of this nature take the form of a series of short-story anthologies[image: External link] with occasional standalone novels. Examples include Robert Lynn Asprin[image: External link]'s Thieves' World[image: External link],[17] C. J. Cherryh[image: External link]'s Merovingen Nights[image: External link][18] and Janet Morris[image: External link]' Heroes in Hell[image: External link].[19]
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 Universes in films




Fictional universes originated in film, are refereed to as cinematic universes and consist of a film franchise featuring an umbrella of multiple film franchises set within the same continuity, with each franchise within, telling a story focusing on a different character or a different group of characters and each franchise featuring its own cast, directors, writers, and crossovers between characters from different movies as well as a coherent, non contradictory narrative among each of them.

An early universe in cinema history was the "Universal Monsters[image: External link]" series of Dracula[image: External link], Frankenstein[image: External link] and The Wolf Man[image: External link], which ran from 1931 to 1951 and featured recurring cast and characters.

Some film series, are set within a single, coherent fictional universe, even if the writers, directors and cast change between films. In the case of the James Bond film series[image: External link] whom originated in 1962, some aspects of the fictional universe are retained between films, but the lead actor has changed several times.

As in the case of Star Wars film saga whom originated in 1977, the success of the Original Trilogy (1977-1983) spawned multiple novels, comics and video-games whom at the beginning were only film-adaptations, but due to the commercial success spawned into original story-lines telling stories set before, between and after the films, which as a whole were branded as the Star Was Expanded Universe (abbreviated as EU )[image: External link] , the EU writers worked under the rule of not contradicting the films. While originally the franchise creator George Lucas[image: External link] and his production company Lucasfilm[image: External link] deemed the story-lines that didn't happen on the films as non-canonical, because he considered some not to be coherent or to diminish the meaning of his films. Despite his stance, due to the popularity of some EU story-lines, during the production of the prequel trilogy (1999-2005), Lucas decided to include within his films minor EU elements he supported, such as characters and places; although as a whole Lucas didn't consider the EU as a canonical part of his story-line, he considered the elements he included within his films as canonical. In 2008, Lucas decided to create an animated series which premiered with a theatrical animated film, Star Wars: The Clone Wars which would have the same canonical value as the films. With the development of the sequel trilogy[image: External link] (2015-2019) and anthology films Lucasfilm rebranded the Expanded Universe as Star Wars Legends, and re-stated their views, officially saying none of those stories were at any point considered canonical to the film series. However, Lucasfilm liked the idea of an expanding the story beyond the films, and decided to make non-film story-lines as a canonical part of the story-line, although none of the Legends were deemed as canonical, from April 2014 onward, all new-stories told within novels, comics, video-games, as well as a follow up animated series continuing the story-line of The Clone Wars, were to be considered canonical to the films, and would be developed in a closer collaboration with Lucasfilm. The Star Wars canon[image: External link] is unique in that its stories, are told across multiple media, and all share the same continuity.[20]

As for comic book based films, there are two cinematic universes based on Marvel Comics characters, both set within a different continuity. The X-Men film series which originated in 2000, is the longest running superhero film-franchise to be set within the same continuity, while the Marvel Cinematic Universe has the most films.
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 Universes in television




A television series may lead to a spin-off series[image: External link] set in the same universe, often focusing on a single character from the original. The American sitcom Cheers[image: External link] led to two spin-off series based on its characters, in the form of Frasier[image: External link] and The Tortellis[image: External link].

A significant example of shared universes among television shows is the Tommy Westphall Universe Hypothesis[image: External link], which suggests that hundreds of American television series take place in the same universe. It builds from the assumption that when an actor playing a character from one series guest-stars in a second series, in character, both of those series must take place in the same universe. The theory takes its name from a character in the final episode of St. Elsewhere[image: External link], where the common interpretation of the events of that finale is that the entire St. Elsewhere universe – including all connected series – exist only within Westphall's imagination.[21]

The spin-off media[image: External link] from Doctor Who[image: External link], known as the " Whoniverse[image: External link]", has relatively little consistency given its division into audio plays[image: External link] produced by Big Finish[image: External link] and the BBC, the New Adventures[image: External link] universe novel, or a universe based on comics published in Doctor Who Magazine[image: External link] and other publications.[22] The aforementioned Marvel Cinematic Universe has multiple TV shows that co-exist and share the same continuity.
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 Originating in comics/based upon comics




Within comics, the term shared universe has been used to reflect the overall milieu created by the comic book publisher in which characters, events, and premises from one product line appear in other product lines in a media franchise.

By 1961, Marvel Comics writer and editor Stan Lee, working with artists Jack Kirby and Steve Ditko, merged the bulk of the publisher's comics characters into the Marvel Universe.[10] Marvel sets its stories in an increasing number of alternate realities[image: External link], each with an assigned number in a greater "multiverse".[23] DC Comics and Marvel have also periodically co-published series in which their respective characters meet and interact. These intercompany crossovers[image: External link] have typically been written as self-limiting events that avoid implying that the DC Universe and Marvel Universe co-exist. Exceptions include the twenty-four comics released under the metafictional[image: External link] imprint[image: External link] Amalgam Comics in 1996, depicting a shared universe populated by hybridizations of the two companies' characters. Marvel has since referred to this as part of its setting's greater multiverse by labeling it Earth-692.[23]

Although DC and Marvel's shared universe approaches to comics have set them apart from competitors in the industry,[24] other companies have attempted similar models. Valiant Comics[image: External link] and Crossgen[image: External link] both produced titles primarily set from their inception in a single, publisher-wide shared universe, known respectively as Unity[image: External link][25] and the Sigilverse[image: External link].[26]
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 Originating in video games and the Internet




The influence of the Internet[image: External link] on collaborative[image: External link] and interactive fiction[image: External link] has also resulted in a large number of amateur shared universe settings. Amateur authors have created shared universes by contributing to mailing lists[image: External link], story archives[image: External link] and Usenet[image: External link]. One of the earliest of these settings, SFStory[image: External link], saw its spin-off setting Superguy[image: External link] cited as illustrative of the potential of the Internet.[27] Another example is the furry[image: External link]-themed Tales from the Blind Pig created at the Transformation Story Archive[image: External link] which some limited publication.[28][29] Other early examples include the Dargon Project[image: External link], Devilbunnies,[30] and the SCP Foundation[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Universes in animation




The Mickey Mouse universe[image: External link] dates back to the 1930s when the animated cartoon was expanded into a newspaper strip. Although the characters occasionally portray other roles and with other names, the writers address this discrepancy by thinking of the characters as being "employed" by Disney as actors. Walt Disney[image: External link], when asked whether or not Mickey Mouse[image: External link] and Minnie Mouse[image: External link] were married, replied that the mice were indeed married in their "private li[ves]", but that they sometimes appeared as boyfriend and girlfriend for "screen purposes."[31] The Mickey Mouse universe also includes the Donald Duck universe[image: External link] as a subset.

The Pixar universe[image: External link] is an elaborate fan theory suggesting that all Pixar[image: External link] animated movies take place in the same universe. At the 2015 D23 Expo[image: External link], during the "Pixar Secrets Revealed" panel, director Mark Andrews[image: External link] rejected the theory, with Inside Out[image: External link] co-director Ronnie del Carmen[image: External link] adding "Do you know what kinds of meetings we'd have to have to make sure all our movies line up?!"[32]
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 Other shared media franchises




The 2000 musical Seussical[image: External link] presented several works of Dr. Seuss[image: External link] as taking place in the same fictional world.

Hasbro[image: External link] toy products including G.I. Joe[image: External link] and Transformers[image: External link] are considered by their manufacturer to exist fictionally within the Hasbro Universe[image: External link].
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Film Series






A film series (also referred to as a film franchise) is a collection of related films in succession that share the same fictional universe[image: External link], or are marketed as a series.

Sometimes the work is conceived from the beginning as a multiple-film work, for example the Three Colours[image: External link] series, but in most cases the success of the original film inspires further films to be made. Individual sequels[image: External link] are relatively common, but are not always successful enough to spawn further installments.

The Marvel Cinematic Universe is the highest grossing[image: External link] film series in unadjusted US Dollar figures surpassing the Harry Potter[image: External link], Star Wars, James Bond[image: External link], and Peter Jackson's[image: External link] The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] series. However, "Star Wars" has the highest when adjusted for inflation.[1]
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	Lists of film series[image: External link]
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Superhero Film






This article is about the genre of film. For the 2008 movie, see Superhero Movie[image: External link].

A superhero film, superhero movie or superhero motion picture is a film that is focused on the actions of one or more superheroes[image: External link]: individuals who usually possess superhuman abilities[image: External link] relative to a normal person and are dedicated to protecting the public. These films typically feature action[image: External link], adventure[image: External link], fantasy[image: External link] and/or science fiction[image: External link] elements, with the first film of a particular character often including a focus on the origin[image: External link] of his or her special powers and his or her first confrontation with his or her most famous supervillain[image: External link] or archenemy[image: External link].

Most superhero movies are based on superhero comics[image: External link]. By contrast, several films such as the RoboCop[image: External link] series, The Meteor Man[image: External link], Unbreakable[image: External link], The Incredibles[image: External link], Hancock[image: External link] and They Call Me Jeeg[image: External link] are original for the screen, while The Green Hornet[image: External link] is based primarily on the original radio series[image: External link] and its 1960s television adaptation[image: External link], and both Underdog[image: External link] and The Powerpuff Girls[image: External link] are based on animated television series[image: External link].

The most notable and successful superhero films of the present day[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]] are films set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe starting with Iron Man (2008) and Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s Dark Knight Trilogy[image: External link].
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 History
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 Early years




Almost immediately after superheroes rose to prominence in comic books, they were adapted into Saturday film serials[image: External link] aimed at children, starting with Mandrake The Magician[image: External link] (1939). Serials such as Adventures of Captain Marvel[image: External link] (1941), Batman[image: External link] (1943), The Phantom[image: External link] (1943), Captain America[image: External link] (1944), and Superman[image: External link] (1948) followed.

In the following decades, the decline of Saturday serials and turmoil in the comic book industry[image: External link] put an end to superhero motion pictures, with the exception of Superman and the Mole Men[image: External link], starring George Reeves[image: External link], which was a trial balloon[image: External link] for the television series Adventures of Superman[image: External link], compilations of episodes of that same series released theatrically, and Batman[image: External link] (1966) a big-screen extension of the Batman television series[image: External link] starring Adam West[image: External link].[1] Another early superhero film was Ōgon Bat[image: External link] (1966), a Japanese film[image: External link] starring Sonny Chiba[image: External link] based on the 1930 Kamishibai[image: External link] superhero Ōgon Bat[image: External link].[2]

Original superhero characters emerged in other, more comedy oriented films[image: External link] such as the French[image: External link] political satire[image: External link] film Mr. Freedom[image: External link] (1969) and the American B movies[image: External link] Rat Pfink a Boo Boo[image: External link] (1966) and The Wild World of Batwoman[image: External link] (1966).[3][4]
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 1978–1990s




Riding a wave of a new interest in fantasy and science fiction films with the success of Star Wars, Richard Donner[image: External link]'s Superman[image: External link] (1978), the first major big-budget superhero feature film, proved a critical and commercial success. Other successful entries emerged throughout the 1980s, from Richard Lester[image: External link]'s Superman II[image: External link] (1980) and Paul Verhoeven[image: External link]'s Robocop[image: External link] (1987) to Tim Burton[image: External link]'s Batman[image: External link] (1989).[5] Other films were released during the 1980s and 1990s including Flash Gordon[image: External link] (1980), Swamp Thing[image: External link] (1982), Conan the Barbarian[image: External link] (1982), Superman III[image: External link] (1983), Supergirl[image: External link] (1984), Conan the Destroyer[image: External link] (1984), The Toxic Avenger[image: External link] (1985), Superman IV: The Quest for Peace[image: External link] (1987), Bollywood[image: External link]'s Mr. India[image: External link] (1987), The Punisher[image: External link] (1989), Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link] (1990) and two sequels, The Rocketeer[image: External link] (1991), Batman Returns[image: External link] (1992), the animated Batman: Mask of the Phantasm[image: External link] (1993), The Shadow[image: External link] (1994), Batman Forever[image: External link] (1995), Tank Girl[image: External link] (1995), Mighty Morphin Power Rangers: The Movie[image: External link] (1995) on Sky Movies and a sequel[image: External link], The Phantom[image: External link] (1996), Steel[image: External link] (1997), and Mystery Men[image: External link] (1999).[6][7][8] Marvel Comics' Captain America[image: External link] (1991) did not have a theatrical release and Roger Corman[image: External link]'s The Fantastic Four[image: External link] (1994) was released neither theatrically nor on home video.[6]

Alex Proyas[image: External link]' The Crow[image: External link] (1994) became the first independent comics superhero film that established a franchise.[6] As Joel Schumacher[image: External link]'s Batman & Robin[image: External link] (1997) was critically panned for being too jokey and tongue-in-cheek,[9] The Crow brought in a new realm of violence absent in previous popular superhero films targeted at younger audiences and bridging a gap to the more modern action film[image: External link].[10] The success of The Crow catalyzed the release of a film version of Spawn[image: External link] (1997), Image Comics' leading character. The success of the "darker" Image Comics characters shifted the direction of comic book movies. Marvel soon released their films to become franchises, Men in Black[image: External link] (1997) and Blade[image: External link] (1998). After Marvel bought Malibu Comics (The company owned "Men in Black"), Marvel and Columbia Pictures released the Men in Black film and comics in 1997.[11] The film became the first Marvel property to win an Oscar and the then highest-grossing comic book adaptation until the release of Sam Raimi’s Spider-Man[image: External link] in 2002.[12] Blade was also a mix of a more traditional action film as well as darker superhero film with the title character having superpowers as well as carrying an arsenal of weaponry.[10] The success of Blade began Marvel's film success (which debuted in Marvel Comics) and set the stage for further comic book film adaptations.[13][14]
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 The 2000s




After the comic book boom and the success of several comic book adaptation films (including superhero films) in the 1990s,[15] the first decade of the 21st century brought increased interest in the genre and some of the most profitable superhero franchises, many from Marvel Enterprises. The success of the X-Men[image: External link] TV series had made 20th Century Fox license the film rights in 1994.[16] After the success of Men in Black in 1997, Columbia Pictures licensed the film rights of Spider-Man in 1999.[17] 20th Century Fox's X-Men[image: External link] (2000 onward) became a film franchise by its surprise hit,[18] and M. Night Shyamalan[image: External link]'s Unbreakable[image: External link] (2000)[19] also succeeded and added an element of more urban realism to the genre.[20] Later, one of the largest blockbusters of all time was released with Sam Raimi[image: External link]'s Spider-Man[image: External link] (2002).[21] With high ticket and DVD sales, several new superhero films were released every year in the 2000s, including Daredevil[image: External link] (2003), The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen[image: External link] (2003), Hulk[image: External link] (2003), Catwoman[image: External link] (2004), Hellboy[image: External link] (2004), The Punisher[image: External link] (2004), the semi-animated Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow[image: External link] (2004), Batman Begins[image: External link] (2005), Man-Thing[image: External link] (2005),Fantastic Four[image: External link] (2005), Ghost Rider[image: External link] (2007), Iron Man (2008), The Incredible Hulk (2008), and Watchmen[image: External link] (2009). Some media commentators have attributed the increased popularity of superhero franchises in the new millennium to the social and political climate in Western society since the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks[image: External link],[22] although others have argued advances in special effects technology have played a more significant role.[23]

Many sequels and spin-offs were also released throughout the decade, including Blade II[image: External link] (2002), X2: X-Men United[image: External link] (2003), Spider-Man 2[image: External link] (2004), Blade: Trinity[image: External link] (2004), Elektra[image: External link] (2005), X-Men: The Last Stand[image: External link] (2006), TMNT[image: External link] (2007), Spider-Man 3[image: External link] (2007), Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer[image: External link] (2007), Hellboy II: The Golden Army[image: External link] (2008), The Dark Knight[image: External link] (2008), and X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link] (2009).

Non- Hollywood[image: External link] superhero films were also released, including the American[image: External link]/ Spanish[image: External link] production Faust: Love of the Damned[image: External link] (2001), Japan[image: External link]'s tokusatsu[image: External link] films Ultraman[image: External link] (2004), Casshern[image: External link] (2004) and Gatchaman[image: External link] (2013), Malaysia[image: External link]'s Cicak Man[image: External link] (2006), India[image: External link]'s Krrish[image: External link] (2006), Drona[image: External link] (2008), Ra.One[image: External link] (2011), Krrish 3[image: External link] (2013) and the masala[image: External link] Kick[image: External link] (2014), Thailand[image: External link]'s Mercury Man[image: External link] (2006). Several non-action film oriented superhero films were released in the 2000s with varying ranges of success.[citation needed[image: External link]] Brad Bird[image: External link]'s The Incredibles[image: External link] (2004) for Pixar[image: External link] was a critically acclaimed digitally-animated[image: External link] family oriented[image: External link] superhero film.[24] Other hybrids include Sky High[image: External link] (2005) and Zoom[image: External link] (2006) which were fusions of the superhero and family film[image: External link] genres, My Super Ex-Girlfriend[image: External link] (2006) a combination of superhero film and a romantic comedy[image: External link].[25][26]

Some series from the current and previous decades were also re-released, such as Superman II: The Richard Donner Cut[image: External link] (2006).[27] Other series discarded the continuities of previously released films and began a reboot[image: External link], most notably Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s Batman Begins[image: External link] (2005) as well as Louis Leterrier's The Incredible Hulk (2008) and Lexi Alexander[image: External link]'s Punisher: War Zone[image: External link] (2008). Bryan Singer's Superman Returns[image: External link] (2006) is unique due to the fact that it is a sequel to the first two Superman films, yet also a reboot to the third and fourth films.[28] The Batman Begins sequel The Dark Knight[image: External link] (2008) is the most nominated superhero film in Academy Award history with 8 nominations with two wins for Best Sound Editing[image: External link] and Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for Heath Ledger[image: External link]'s portrayal of The Joker[image: External link].
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The 2010s has generally continued the box-office success of superhero films seen in the previous decade.[29] In 2010, Matthew Vaughn[image: External link]'s adaptation of Kick-Ass[image: External link] was released, followed by Iron Man 2 a month later. 2011 releases included The Green Hornet[image: External link] (2011),[30] Green Lantern[image: External link] (2011), and X-Men: First Class (2011). Following references to the "Avengers Initiative" in the Iron Man films and The Incredible Hulk, Marvel released Thor on May 6, 2011,[31] followed by Captain America: The First Avenger on July 22, 2011.

Although the film Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance[image: External link] was released on February 17, 2012, to little audience interest,[32] the superhero genre dominated that year's lucrative summer film market with three superhero films occupying the top three positions of the box office chart[33] This includes the May 2012 release of The Avengers. The Avengers broke the box office record as the highest-grossing superhero film of all time.[34] The next Batman film from Christopher Nolan[image: External link], The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link], is the sequel to Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s film The Dark Knight[image: External link], and was released on July 20, 2012 in the second position while the third was occupied by reboot[image: External link] of the Spider-Man franchise, The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link], directed by Marc Webb[image: External link] and produced for Columbia Pictures.

A Superman Returns sequel was planned for 2009 but delayed and later scrapped in favor of the reboot, Man of Steel (2013).[35]

In 2008, there were reports that DC Comics planned to release Green Arrow: Escape from Super Max[image: External link].[36] A film about the character Venom is in development for an unknown date.[37] Other intended releases include several new X-Men films[image: External link], Silver Surfer[image: External link], Ant-Man,[38] and movies based on DC superheroes such as Wonder Woman and the Flash[image: External link].[39]

At the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con, Marvel confirmed that an Ant-Man film was in development, as well as a film based on 2008 comic series Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link], which was released in August 2014. Iron Man 3 was released in May 2013, Thor: The Dark World was released in November 2013, and Captain America: The Winter Soldier was released in April 2014. The Amazing Spider-Man 2, the sequel to the 2012 reboot was also released in May 2014, which became the lowest grossing and poorest critically rated film in the Spider-Man film series. In 2013, a sequel to the 2009 film X-Men Origins: Wolverine, titled The Wolverine[image: External link] was released. In 2014, X-Men: Days of Future Past was released to critical acclaim and financial success; the film became the highest-grossing film in the X-Men series, and effectively rebooted the franchise.

In 2014, Italian filmmaker Gabriele Salvatores[image: External link] directed a superhero-fantasy film titled Il ragazzo invisibile, or The Invisible Boy[image: External link], which won the Young Audience Award[image: External link] at the 2015[image: External link] European Film Awards[image: External link].

An Avengers sequel, titled Avengers: Age of Ultron was released in May 2015. Following the success of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, rival DC Comics also planned to make and produce their own shared film universe called the DC Extended Universe which began with the release of Man of Steel; a sequel titled Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice was schedule for release in May 2016, though it was later moved up to March 2016. Nickelodeon's 2015 film The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water[image: External link] features the main characters transform into superheroes. 20th Century Fox rebooted the Fantastic Four series and released Fantastic Four in August 2015.[40]

In March 9, 2015, publishing house Valiant Comics[image: External link] reached an unprecedented nine-figures deal with Chinese company DMG Entertainment to produce their own series of superhero movies, set in their own cinematic universe.[41] The series will be co-produced by Sony Pictures and will start with a movie adaptation of Bloodshot[image: External link] for a 2016 release, followed by Harbinger[image: External link], both movies receiving a sequel and ending in a crossover movie based on the Harbinger Wars arc from the comic books.[42]

In 2015, Italian filmmaker Gabriele Mainetti ( it[image: External link]) directed a superhero film, titled They Call Me Jeeg[image: External link] starring Claudio Santamaria[image: External link].[43] Its original title is Lo chiamavano Jeeg Robot, from the Italian name of the anime and manga series Steel Jeeg[image: External link]. It was released in Italy on 25 February 2016.[44]

In 2016, the eighth installment in the X-Men series Deadpool[image: External link] was released in February, which went on to become the highest-grossing R-rated film of all time when unadjusted for inflation, and the highest-grossing film of the series. Warner Bros. released Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice in March, which is the first film to feature both Batman and Superman, and also released Suicide Squad in August, which features a team of anti-hero/supervillains, both of which take place in the DC Extended Universe. Marvel Studios, meanwhile, released Captain America: Civil War in May, in which the Avengers splits into two opposing factions, and Doctor Strange, which recounts the superheroic origin of Stephen Strange[image: External link], in November, both of which take place in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. In October, based on the eponymous toy line by Mattel[image: External link], Max Steel[image: External link] was released.[45]

In 2017, a movie reboot of the famous 90's series Power Rangers[image: External link] was released in March, which is the first film to present a LGBT[image: External link] superhero and an autistic[image: External link] superhero on the big screen and Lionsgate began planning a 7-film franchise.
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 Animated




Outside of live action, animated superhero films have also achieved critical and financial success. Nearly all animated superhero films are direct-to-video (Marvel Animation[image: External link] films, DC Universe Animated Original Movies[image: External link], others) though the 1993 film Batman: Mask of the Phantasm[image: External link] was released theatrically and was a critical success (though a box-office failure). In 1968[image: External link] was released VIP my Brother Superman[image: External link] directed by Italian animator Bruno Bozzetto[image: External link]; it is a parody of superheroes[46] and enjoyed great success.[47] In 2004[image: External link], Pixar[image: External link] released The Incredibles[image: External link], about a retired superhero couple and their children, which did extremely well both critically and financially and went on to win the Academy Award for Best Animated Feature[image: External link]. In 2010 DreamWorks Animation[image: External link] released Megamind[image: External link] to middling success. In 2014, Walt Disney Animation Studios[image: External link] released an adaptation of the Marvel Comics superhero team Big Hero 6[image: External link]. The same year, Warner Bros. released The Lego Movie[image: External link], which had Batman and other DC Comics superheroes in major and supporting roles. A significant box-office success, it was followed in 2017 by The Lego Batman Movie[image: External link].
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Kinka Usher[image: External link]'s 1999 film Mystery Men[image: External link] features a group of inept amateur superheroes.

	
Kevin Smith[image: External link]'s 2001 film Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back[image: External link], parodies film companies' seemingly compulsive purchase of comic book film rights with "Bluntman and Chronic[image: External link]". In the film, the character Brodie Bruce[image: External link] (played by Jason Lee[image: External link]) describes the process: "After X-Men hit at the box office, the movie companies started buying out every comic property they could get their dirty little hands on".

	
Mark Hamill[image: External link]'s 2004 parody film Comic Book: The Movie[image: External link], was about a comic book fan and a film adaptation of his favorite character, and was released direct-to-video and achieved mild success,[citation needed[image: External link]] garnering a cult following[image: External link] among comic book readers.

	
Craig Mazin[image: External link] directed the more direct parody Superhero Movie[image: External link], released in 2008.

	Another comedic play on superheroes is The Specials[image: External link], a film in which the title team is more concerned with their public image than actually being superheroes.

	
Alejandro González Iñárritu[image: External link]'s Oscar-winning 2014 film Birdman or (The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance)[image: External link] satirizes Hollywood's reliance on superhero and blockbuster films. In the film, Michael Keaton[image: External link] portrays Riggan Thomson, a washed-up Hollywood actor famous for playing the superhero Birdman in blockbuster movies decades earlier. He is tormented by the voice of Birdman, which mocks and criticizes him, and he sees himself performing feats of levitation and telekinesis.
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Marvel Comics






This article is about the comic book company using this name beginning in 1961. For the earlier comic book series, see Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link].

Marvel Comics is the common name and primary imprint of Marvel Worldwide Inc., formerly Marvel Publishing, Inc. and Marvel Comics Group, an American publisher of comic books[image: External link] and related media. In 2009, The Walt Disney Company acquired Marvel Entertainment, Marvel Worldwide's parent company.

Marvel started in 1939 as Timely Publications[image: External link], and by the early 1950s, had generally become known as Atlas Comics[image: External link]. Marvel's modern incarnation dates from 1961, the year that the company launched The Fantastic Four[image: External link] and other superhero titles created by Stan Lee, Jack Kirby, Steve Ditko, and many others.

Marvel counts among its characters[image: External link] such well-known superheroes as Iron Man, Captain America[image: External link], Hulk, Thor[image: External link], Doctor Strange[image: External link], Spider-Man, Deadpool[image: External link], Wolverine[image: External link], Daredevil, Ms. Marvel[image: External link], and Ant-Man, such teams as the Avengers, the Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link], the Inhumans, the Fantastic Four, and the X-Men, and antagonists such as Doctor Doom[image: External link], Red Skull[image: External link], Green Goblin[image: External link], Thanos[image: External link], Ultron[image: External link], Doctor Octopus[image: External link], Magneto[image: External link], Venom, and Loki.They also have less known characters like She-Hulk[image: External link] and Squirrel Girl[image: External link]. Most of Marvel's fictional characters operate in a single reality known as the Marvel Universe, with locations that mirror real-life cities. Characters such as Spider-Man, the Fantastic Four, the Avengers, Daredevil, and Doctor Strange are based in New York City,[1][2] whereas the X-Men have historically been based in Salem Center, New York[image: External link][3][4][5] and Hulk's stories often have been set in the Southwestern United States[image: External link].[6]
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 Timely Publications




Main article: Timely Comics[image: External link]


Martin Goodman[image: External link] founded the company later known as Marvel Comics under the name Timely Publications in 1939.[7][8] Martin Goodman, a pulp magazine[image: External link] publisher who had started with a Western[image: External link] pulp in 1933, was expanding into the emerging—and by then already highly popular—new medium of comic books. Launching his new line from his existing company's offices at 330 West 42nd Street, New York City, he officially held the titles of editor[image: External link], managing editor, and business manager[image: External link], with Abraham Goodman officially listed as publisher.[8]

Timely's first publication, Marvel Comics[image: External link] #1 (cover dated[image: External link] Oct. 1939), included the first appearance of Carl Burgos[image: External link]' android[image: External link] superhero[image: External link] the Human Torch[image: External link], and the first appearances of Bill Everett[image: External link]'s anti-hero[image: External link] Namor the Sub-Mariner[image: External link],[9] among other features.[7] The issue was a great success, with it and a second printing the following month selling, combined, nearly 900,000 copies.[10] While its contents came from an outside packager, Funnies, Inc.[image: External link],[7] Timely had its own staff in place by the following year. The company's first true editor, writer-artist Joe Simon[image: External link], teamed with emerging industry's notable artist Jack Kirby to create one of the first patriotically themed superhero,[11] Captain America[image: External link], in Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941). It, too, proved a hit, with sales of nearly one million.[10] Goodman formed Timely Comics, Inc., beginning with comics cover-dated April 1941 or Spring 1941.[12][13]

While no other Timely character would achieve the success of these three characters, some notable heroes—many of which continue to appear in modern-day retcon[image: External link] appearances and flashbacks—include the Whizzer[image: External link], Miss America[image: External link], the Destroyer[image: External link], the original Vision[image: External link], and the Angel[image: External link]. Timely also published one of humor cartoonist Basil Wolverton[image: External link]'s best-known features, "Powerhouse Pepper[image: External link]",[14][15] as well as a line of children's funny-animal[image: External link] comics featuring popular characters like Super Rabbit[image: External link] and the duo Ziggy Pig and Silly Seal[image: External link].

Goodman hired his wife's cousin,[16] Stanley Lieber, as a general office assistant in 1939.[17] When editor Simon left the company in late 1941,[18] Goodman made Lieber—by then writing pseudonymously as "Stan Lee"—interim editor of the comics line, a position Lee kept for decades except for three years during his military service in World War II[image: External link]. Lee wrote extensively for Timely, contributing to a number of different titles.

Goodman's business strategy involved having his various magazines and comic books published by a number of corporations all operating out of the same office and with the same staff.[13] One of these shell companies[image: External link] through which Timely Comics was published was named Marvel Comics by at least Marvel Mystery Comics #55 (May 1944). As well, some comics' covers, such as All Surprise Comics #12 (Winter 1946–47), were labeled "A Marvel Magazine" many years before Goodman would formally adopt the name in 1961.[19]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Atlas Comics




Main article: Atlas Comics (1950s)[image: External link]


The post-war American comic market saw superheroes falling out of fashion.[20] Goodman's comic book line dropped them for the most part and expanded into a wider variety of genres than even Timely had published, featuring horror[image: External link], Westerns[image: External link], humor, funny animal[image: External link], men's adventure[image: External link]-drama, giant monster, crime[image: External link], and war comics[image: External link], and later adding jungle[image: External link] books, romance[image: External link] titles, espionage[image: External link], and even medieval[image: External link] adventure, Bible stories[image: External link] and sports.

Goodman began using the globe logo of the Atlas News Company, the newsstand-distribution company he owned,[21] on comics cover-dated[image: External link] November 1951 even though another company, Kable News, continued to distribute his comics through the August 1952 issues.[22] This globe branding united a line put out by the same publisher, staff and freelancers through 59 shell companies, from Animirth Comics to Zenith Publications.[23]

Atlas, rather than innovate, took a proven route of following popular trends[image: External link] in television and movies— Westerns[image: External link] and war dramas prevailing for a time, drive-in movie[image: External link] monsters another time—and even other comic books, particularly the EC[image: External link] horror[image: External link] line.[24] Atlas also published a plethora of children's and teen humor titles, including Dan DeCarlo[image: External link]'s Homer the Happy Ghost[image: External link] (à la Casper the Friendly Ghost[image: External link]) and Homer Hooper (à la Archie Andrews[image: External link]). Atlas unsuccessfully attempted to revive superheroes from late 1953 to mid-1954, with the Human Torch (art by Syd Shores[image: External link] and Dick Ayers[image: External link], variously), the Sub-Mariner[image: External link] (drawn and most stories written by Bill Everett[image: External link]), and Captain America[image: External link] (writer Stan Lee, artist John Romita Sr.[image: External link]). Atlas did not achieve any breakout hits and, according to Stan Lee, Atlas survived chiefly because it produced work quickly, cheaply, and at a passable quality.[25]
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 Comic Code Authority




During this time, the Comic Code Authority[image: External link] made its debut in September 1954, spearheaded by German-American psychiatrist Fredrick Wertham. Wertham published the book Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link] in order to force people to see that comics were impacting American youth. He believed violent comics were causing children to be reckless and were turning them into delinquents. In September 1954, comic book publishers got together to set up their own self-censorship organization—the Comics Magazine Association of America[image: External link]—in order to appease audiences. The next month, the code was published, forcing comic book companies to send their comics to them in order to gain their seal of approval. The stamp on the cover showed audiences that the comics were considered wholesome, entertaining, and educational.[26][27]
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The first modern comic books under the Marvel Comics brand were the science-fiction[image: External link] anthology Journey into Mystery[image: External link] #69 and the teen-humor title Patsy Walker[image: External link] #95 (both cover dated[image: External link] June 1961), which each displayed an "MC" box on its cover.[28] Then, in the wake of DC Comics' success in reviving superheroes in the late 1950s and early 1960s, particularly with the Flash[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], and other members of the team the Justice League of America, Marvel followed suit.[n 1]

In 1961, writer-editor Stan Lee revolutionized superhero[image: External link] comics by introducing superheroes designed to appeal to more older readers than the predominantly child audiences of the medium. Modern Marvel's first superhero team, the titular stars of The Fantastic Four #1 (Nov. 1961),[29] broke convention with other comic book archetypes of the time by squabbling, holding grudges both deep and petty, and eschewing anonymity or secret identities in favor of celebrity status. Subsequently, Marvel comics developed a reputation for focusing on characterization and adult issues to a greater extent than most superhero comics before them, a quality which the new generation of older readers appreciated.[30] This applied to The Amazing Spider-Man title in particular, which turned out to be Marvel's most successful book. Its young hero suffered from self-doubt and mundane problems like any other teenager, something readers could identify with.

Lee and freelance artist and eventual co-plotter Jack Kirby's Fantastic Four originated in a Cold War[image: External link] culture that led their creators to revise the superhero conventions of previous eras to better reflect the psychological spirit of their age.[31] Eschewing such comic-book tropes as secret identities and even costumes at first, having a monster as one of the heroes, and having its characters bicker and complain in what was later called a "superheroes in the real world" approach, the series represented a change that proved to be a great success.[32]

Marvel often presented flawed superheroes, freaks, and misfits—unlike the perfect, handsome, athletic heroes found in previous traditional comic books. Some Marvel heroes looked like villains and monsters such as the Hulk and the Thing. This naturalistic[image: External link] approach even extended into topical politics.

Comics historian Mike Benton also noted:


In the world of [rival DC Comics'] Superman comic books, communism did not exist. Superman rarely crossed national borders or involved himself in political disputes.[33] From 1962 to 1965, there were more communists [in Marvel Comics] than on the subscription list of Pravda[image: External link]. Communist agents attack Ant-Man in his laboratory, red henchmen jump the Fantastic Four on the moon, and Viet Cong[image: External link] guerrillas take potshots at Iron Man.[34]



All of these elements struck a chord with the older readers, such as college-aged adults, and they successfully gained in a way not seen before. In 1965, Spider-Man and the Hulk were both featured in Esquire[image: External link] magazine's list of 28 college campus heroes, alongside John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and Bob Dylan[image: External link].[35] In 2009 writer Geoff Boucher reflected that, "Superman and DC Comics instantly seemed like boring old Pat Boone[image: External link]; Marvel felt like The Beatles[image: External link] and the British Invasion[image: External link]. It was Kirby's artwork with its tension and psychedelia[image: External link] that made it perfect for the times—or was it Lee's bravado and melodrama, which was somehow insecure and brash at the same time?"[36]

In addition to Spider-Man and the Fantastic Four, Marvel began publishing further superhero titles featuring such heroes and antiheroes as the Hulk, Thor[image: External link], Ant-Man[image: External link], Iron Man, the X-Men, Daredevil, the Inhumans, Black Panther[image: External link], Doctor Strange[image: External link], Captain Marvel[image: External link] and the Silver Surfer[image: External link], and such memorable antagonists as Doctor Doom[image: External link], Magneto[image: External link], Galactus[image: External link], Loki, the Green Goblin[image: External link], and Doctor Octopus[image: External link], all existing in a shared reality known as the Marvel Universe, with locations that mirror real-life cities such as New York, Los Angeles and Chicago.

Marvel even lampooned itself and other comics companies in a parody[image: External link] comic, Not Brand Echh (a play on Marvel's dubbing of other companies as "Brand Echh", à la the then-common phrase "Brand X").[37]
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 Cadence Industries ownership




In 1968, while selling 50 million comic books a year, company founder Goodman revised the constraining distribution arrangement with Independent News he had reached under duress during the Atlas years, allowing him now to release as many titles as demand warranted.[21] Late that year he sold Marvel Comics and his other publishing businesses to the Perfect Film and Chemical Corporation[image: External link], which continued to group them as the subsidiary Magazine Management Company[image: External link], with Goodman remaining as publisher.[38] In 1969, Goodman finally ended his distribution deal with Independent by signing with Curtis Circulation Company[image: External link].[21]

In 1971, the United States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare[image: External link] approached Marvel Comics editor-in-chief Stan Lee to do a comic book story about drug abuse. Lee agreed and wrote a three-part Spider-Man story portraying drug use as dangerous and unglamorous. However, the industry's self-censorship board, the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], refused to approve the story because of the presence of narcotics, deeming the context of the story irrelevant. Lee, with Goodman's approval, published the story regardless in The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] #96–98 (May–July 1971), without the Comics Code seal. The market reacted well to the storyline, and the CCA subsequently revised the Code the same year.[39]

Goodman retired as publisher in 1972 and installed his son, Chip, as publisher,[40] Shortly thereafter, Lee succeeded him as publisher and also became Marvel's president[40] for a brief time.[41] During his time as president, he appointed as editor-in-chief Roy Thomas[image: External link], who added "Stan Lee Presents" to the opening page of each comic book.[40]

A series of new editors-in-chief oversaw the company during another slow time for the industry. Once again, Marvel attempted to diversify, and with the updating of the Comics Code achieved moderate to strong success with titles themed to horror[image: External link] (The Tomb of Dracula[image: External link]), martial arts, (Shang-Chi: Master of Kung Fu[image: External link]), sword-and-sorcery[image: External link] (Conan the Barbarian, Red Sonja[image: External link]), satire (Howard the Duck[image: External link]) and science fiction (2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link], " Killraven[image: External link]" in Amazing Adventures[image: External link], Battlestar Galactica[image: External link], Star Trek[image: External link], and, late in the decade, the long-running Star Wars[image: External link] series). Some of these were published in larger-format black and white magazines, under its Curtis Magazines[image: External link] imprint. Marvel was able to capitalize on its successful superhero comics of the previous decade by acquiring a new newsstand distributor and greatly expanding its comics line. Marvel pulled ahead of rival DC Comics in 1972, during a time when the price and format of the standard newsstand comic were in flux.[42] Goodman increased the price and size of Marvel's November 1971 cover-dated comics from 15 cents for 36 pages total to 25 cents for 52 pages. DC followed suit, but Marvel the following month dropped its comics to 20 cents for 36 pages, offering a lower-priced product with a higher distributor discount.[43]

Goodman, now disconnected from Marvel, set up a new company called Seaboard Periodicals[image: External link] in 1974, reviving Marvel's old Atlas name for a new Atlas Comics[image: External link] line, but this lasted only a year and a half.[44] In the mid-1970s a decline of the newsstand distribution network affected Marvel. Cult hits such as Howard the Duck fell victim to the distribution problems, with some titles reporting low sales when in fact the first specialty comic book stores resold them at a later date.[citation needed[image: External link]] But by the end of the decade, Marvel's fortunes were reviving, thanks to the rise of direct market[image: External link] distribution—selling through those same comics-specialty stores instead of newsstands.

Marvel held its own comic book convention[image: External link], Marvelcon '75, in spring 1975, and promised a Marvelcon '76. At the 1975 event, Stan Lee used a Fantastic Four panel discussion to announce that Jack Kirby, the artist co-creator of most of Marvel's signature characters, was returning to Marvel after having left in 1970 to work for rival DC Comics.[45] In October 1976, Marvel, which already licensed reprints in different countries, including the UK, created a superhero specifically for the British market. Captain Britain[image: External link] debuted exclusively in the UK, and later appeared in American comics.[46]

In 1978, Jim Shooter[image: External link] became Marvel's editor-in-chief. Although a controversial personality, Shooter cured many of the procedural ills at Marvel, including repeatedly missed deadlines. During Shooter's nine-year tenure as editor-in-chief, Chris Claremont[image: External link] and John Byrne[image: External link]'s run on the Uncanny X-Men[image: External link] and Frank Miller[image: External link]'s run on Daredevil[image: External link] became critical and commercial successes.[48] Shooter brought Marvel into the rapidly evolving direct market[image: External link],[49] institutionalized creator royalties, starting with the Epic Comics[image: External link] imprint for creator-owned[image: External link] material in 1982; introduced company-wide crossover story arcs with Contest of Champions[image: External link] and Secret Wars[image: External link]; and in 1986 launched the ultimately unsuccessful New Universe line to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Marvel Comics imprint. Star Comics, a children-oriented line differing from the regular Marvel titles, was briefly successful during this period.

Despite Marvel's successes in the early 1980s, it lost ground to rival DC in the latter half of the decade as many former Marvel stars defected to the competitor. DC scored critical and sales victories[50] with titles and limited series[image: External link] such as Watchmen[image: External link], Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link], Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], Byrne's revamp of Superman, and Alan Moore[image: External link]'s Swamp Thing[image: External link].
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 Marvel Entertainment Group ownership




In 1986, Marvel's parent, Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] (MEG), was sold to New World Entertainment[image: External link], which within three years sold it to MacAndrews and Forbes[image: External link], owned by Revlon[image: External link] executive Ronald Perelman[image: External link] in 1989. In 1991 Perelman took MEG public. Following the rapid rise of this stock, Perelman issued a series of junk bonds[image: External link] that he used to acquire other entertainment companies, secured by MEG stock.[51]

Marvel earned a great deal of money with their 1980s children's comics imprint Star Comics and they earned a great deal more money and worldwide success during the comic book boom of the early 1990s, launching the successful 2099 line of comics set in the future (Spider-Man 2099[image: External link], etc.) and the creatively daring though commercially unsuccessful Razorline imprint of superhero[image: External link] comics created by novelist and filmmaker Clive Barker[image: External link].[52][53] In 1990, Marvel began selling Marvel Universe Cards[image: External link] with trading card maker SkyBox International[image: External link]. These were collectible trading cards that featured the characters and events of the Marvel Universe. The 1990s saw the rise of variant covers[image: External link], cover enhancements, swimsuit issues[image: External link], and company-wide crossovers that affected the overall continuity of the fictional Marvel Universe

Marvel suffered a blow in early 1992, when seven of its most prized artists — Todd McFarlane[image: External link] (known for his work on Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Lee[image: External link] (X-Men), Rob Liefeld[image: External link] ( X-Force[image: External link]), Marc Silvestri[image: External link] ( Wolverine[image: External link]), Erik Larsen[image: External link] (The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Valentino[image: External link] (Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]), and Whilce Portacio[image: External link] — left to form Image Comics[image: External link][54] in a deal brokered by Malibu Comics[image: External link]' owner Scott Mitchell Rosenberg[image: External link].[55] Three years later Rosenberg sold Malibu to Marvel on November 3, 1994,[55][56][57][58][58][59][60] who acquired the then-leading standard for computer coloring of comic books (developed by Rosenberg) in the process,[61] but also integrating the Genesis Universe (Earth-1136) and the Ultraverse (Earth-93060) into Marvel's multiverse.

In late 1994, Marvel acquired the comic book distributor Heroes World Distribution[image: External link] to use as its own exclusive distributor.[62] As the industry's other major publishers made exclusive distribution deals with other companies, the ripple effect resulted in the survival of only one other major distributor in North America, Diamond Comic Distributors Inc.[image: External link][63][64] Then, by the middle of the decade, the industry had slumped, and in December 1996 MEG filed for Chapter 11[image: External link] bankruptcy protection.[51] In early 1997, when Marvel's Heroes World endeavor failed, Diamond also forged an exclusive deal with Marvel[65]—giving the company its own section of its comics catalog Previews.[66]

In 1996, Marvel had some of its titles participate in "Heroes Reborn", a crossover that allowed Marvel to relaunch some of its flagship characters such as the Avengers and the Fantastic Four, and outsource[image: External link] them to the studios of two of the former Marvel artists turned Image Comics founders, Jim Lee and Rob Liefeld. The relaunched titles, which saw the characters transported to a parallel universe with a history distinct from the mainstream Marvel Universe, were a solid success amidst a generally struggling industry,[67] but Marvel discontinued the experiment after a one-year run and returned the characters to the Marvel Universe proper.
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 Marvel Enterprises




In 1997, Toy Biz[image: External link] and MEG merged to end the bankruptcy, forming a new corporation, Marvel Enterprises.[51] With his business partner Avi Arad, publisher Bill Jemas[image: External link], and editor-in-chief Bob Harras[image: External link], Toy Biz co-owner Isaac Perlmutter helped stabilize the comics line.[68]

In 1998, the company launched the imprint Marvel Knights[image: External link], taking place just outside Marvel continuity with better production qualtity. The imprint was helmed by soon-to-become editor-in-chief Joe Quesada; it featured tough, gritty stories showcasing such characters as the Daredevil,[69] Inhumans and Black Panther[image: External link].

With the new millennium, Marvel Comics emerged from bankruptcy and again began diversifying its offerings. In 2001, Marvel withdrew from the Comics Code Authority[image: External link] and established its own Marvel Rating System[image: External link] for comics. The first title from this era to not have the code was X-Force[image: External link] #119 (October 2001). Marvel also created new imprints[image: External link], such as MAX[image: External link] (an explicit-content line) and Marvel Adventures (developed for child audiences). In addition, the company created an alternate universe imprint, Ultimate Marvel, that allowed the company to reboot[image: External link] its major titles by revising and updating its characters to introduce to a new generation.

Some of its characters have been turned into successful film franchises, such as the Men in Black[image: External link] movie series, starting in 1997, Blade[image: External link] movie series, starting in 1998, X-Men[image: External link] movie series, starting in 2000, and the highest grossing series Spider-Man[image: External link], beginning in 2002.[70]

In a cross-promotion, the November 1, 2006, episode of the CBS soap opera The Guiding Light[image: External link], titled "She's a Marvel", featured the character Harley Davidson Cooper (played by Beth Ehlers[image: External link]) as a superheroine named the Guiding Light.[71] The character's story continued in an eight-page backup feature, "A New Light", that appeared in several Marvel titles published November 1 and 8.[72] Also that year, Marvel created a wiki[image: External link] on its Web site.[73]

In late 2007 the company launched Marvel Digital Comics Unlimited[image: External link], a digital archive of over 2,500 back issues available for viewing, for a monthly or annual subscription fee.[74]

In 2009 Marvel Comics closed its Open Submissions Policy, in which the company had accepted unsolicited samples from aspiring comic book artists, saying the time-consuming review process had produced no suitably professional work.[75] The same year, the company commemorated its 70th anniversary, dating to its inception as Timely Comics[image: External link], by issuing the one-shot Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link] 70th Anniversary Special #1 and a variety of other special issues.[76][77]
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 Disney conglomerate unit (2009–present)




On August 31, 2009, The Walt Disney Company announced a deal to acquire Marvel Comics' parent corporation, Marvel Entertainment, for $4 billion[78] or $4.2 billion,[79] with Marvel shareholders[image: External link] to receive $30 and 0.745 Disney shares for each share of Marvel they own.[78] As of 2008, Marvel and its major, longtime competitor DC Comics shared over 80% of the American comic-book market.[80] As of September 2010, Marvel switched its bookstores distribution company from Diamond Book Distributors[image: External link] to Hachette Distribution Services[image: External link].[81]

Marvel relaunched the CrossGen imprint, owned by Disney Publishing Worldwide[image: External link], in March 2011.[82] Marvel and Disney Publishing began jointly publishing Disney/Pixar Presents magazine that May.[83]

Marvel discontinued its Marvel Adventures imprint in March 2012,[84] and replaced them with a line of two titles connected to the Marvel Universe TV block[image: External link].[85] Also in March, Marvel announced its Marvel ReEvolution initiative that included Infinite Comics,[86] a line of digital comics[image: External link], Marvel AR, an application software[image: External link] that provides an augmented reality[image: External link] experience to readers and Marvel NOW![image: External link], a relaunch of most of the company's major titles with different creative teams.[87][88] Marvel NOW! also saw the debut of new flagship titles including Uncanny Avengers[image: External link] and All-New X-Men[image: External link].[89]

In April 2013, Marvel and other Disney conglomerate components began announcing joint projects. With ABC, a Once Upon a Time[image: External link] graphic novel was announced for publication in September.[90] With Disney, Marvel announced in October 2013 that in January 2014 it would release its first title under their joint "Disney Kingdoms" imprint "Seekers of the Weird", a five-issue miniseries.[79] On January 3, 2014, fellow Disney subsidiary Lucasfilm Limited, LLC[image: External link] announced that as of 2015, Star Wars comics would once again be published by Marvel.[91]

Following the events of the company-wide crossover "Secret Wars" in 2015, a relaunched Marvel universe began in September 2015, called the All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link].[92]
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 Officers





	Michael Z. Hobson, executive vice president;[93] Marvel Comics Group vice-president (1986)[94]


	
Stan Lee, executive vice president and publisher (1986)[94]


	Joseph Calamari, executive vice president (1986)[94]


	
Jim Shooter[image: External link], vice president and Editor-in-Chief (1986)[94]
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 Publishers





	Abraham Goodman, 1939[8] – ?

	
Martin Goodman[image: External link], ? – 1972[40]


	Charles "Chip" Goodman 1972[40]


	
Stan Lee, 1972 – October 1996[40][41][93]


	
Shirrel Rhoades[image: External link], October 1996 – October 1998[93]


	Winston Fowlkes, February 1998 – November 1999[93]


	
Bill Jemas[image: External link], February 2000 – 2003[93]


	
Dan Buckley[image: External link], 2003–present[95]
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 Editors-in-chief




Marvel's chief editor originally held the title of "editor". This head editor's title later became "editor-in-chief". Joe Simon[image: External link] was the company's first true chief-editor, with publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link], who had served as titular editor only and outsourced editorial operations.

In 1994 Marvel briefly abolished the position of editor-in-chief, replacing Tom DeFalco[image: External link] with five group editors-in-chief. As Carl Potts described the 1990s editorial arrangement:


In the early '90s, Marvel had so many titles that there were three Executive Editors, each overseeing approximately 1/3 of the line. Bob Budiansky[image: External link] was the third Executive Editor [following the previously appointed Mark Gruenwald[image: External link] and Potts]. We all answered to Editor-in-Chief Tom DeFalco and Publisher Mike Hobson[image: External link]. All three Executive Editors decided not to add our names to the already crowded credits on the Marvel titles. Therefore it wasn't easy for readers to tell which titles were produced by which Executive Editor … In late '94, Marvel reorganized into a number of different publishing divisions, each with its own Editor-in-Chief.[96]



Marvel reinstated the overall editor-in-chief position in 1995 with Bob Harras[image: External link].




	

	Editor




	
Martin Goodman[image: External link] (1939–1940; titular only)[8]


	
Joe Simon[image: External link] (1939–1941)

	
Stan Lee (1941–1942)

	
Vincent Fago[image: External link] (acting editor during Lee's military service) (1942–1945)

	Stan Lee (1945–1972)

	
Roy Thomas[image: External link] (1972–1974)

	
Len Wein[image: External link] (1974–1975)

	
Marv Wolfman[image: External link] ( black-and-white[image: External link] magazines 1974–1975, entire line 1975–1976)

	
Gerry Conway[image: External link] (1976)

	
Archie Goodwin[image: External link] (1976–1978)




	

	Editor-in-chief




	
Jim Shooter[image: External link] (1978–1987)

	
Tom DeFalco[image: External link] (1987–1994)

	
No overall; separate group editors-in-chief (1994–1995)

	
Mark Gruenwald[image: External link], Universe (Avengers & Cosmic)

	
Bob Harras[image: External link], Mutant


	
Bob Budiansky[image: External link], Spider-Man


	
Bobbie Chase[image: External link], Marvel Edge[image: External link]


	
Carl Potts[image: External link], Epic Comics[image: External link] & general entertainment[96]






	
Bob Harras[image: External link] (1995–2000)

	
Joe Quesada (2000–2011)

	
Axel Alonso[image: External link] (2011–present)
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 Executive Editor




Originally called associate editor when Marvel's chief editor just carried the title of editor, the title of the next highest editorial position became executive editor under the chief editor title of editor-in-chief. The title of associate editor later was revived under the editor-in-chief as an editorial position in charge of few titles under the direction of an editor and without an assistant editor.


	Associate Editor





	
Chris Claremont[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]?–1976

	Jim Shooter January 5, 1976 – January 2, 1978[97]







	Executive Editor





	
Tom DeFalco[image: External link] 1987

	
Mark Gruenwald[image: External link] 1987–1994, senior editor 1995–1996

	
Carl Potts[image: External link] Epic 1989–1994,[96] 1995–

	
Bob Budiansky[image: External link] early '90s – 1994[96]


	Bobbie Chase 1995–2001

	
Tom Brevoort[image: External link] 2007–present[98]


	Axel Alonso 2010 – January 2011[99]
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 Ownership





	
Martin Goodman[image: External link] (1939–1961–1968)




	Parent corporation




	
Magazine Management Co.[image: External link] (1968–1973)

	
Cadence Industries[image: External link] (1973–1986)

	
Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] (1986–1998)

	
Marvel Enterprises

	Marvel Enterprises, Inc. (1998–2005)

	
Marvel Entertainment, Inc (2005–2009)

	Marvel Entertainment, LLC (2009–present, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company)
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 Offices




Located in New York City, Marvel has had successive headquarters:


	in the McGraw-Hill Building[image: External link],[8][100] where it originated as Timely Comics[image: External link] in 1939

	in suite 1401 of the Empire State Building[image: External link][100]


	at 635 Madison Avenue[image: External link] (the actual location, though the comic books' indicia[image: External link] listed the parent publishing-company's address of 625 Madison Ave.)[100]


	575 Madison Avenue;[100]


	387 Park Avenue South[100]


	
10 East 40th Street[image: External link][100]


	417 Fifth Avenue[image: External link][100]


	a 60,000-square-foot (5,600 m2) space at 135 W. 50th Street[101][102]
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 Market share




In August 2016, Marvel held a 30.78% share of the comics market, compared to its competitor DC Comics' 39.27% share.[103] By comparison, the companies respectively held 33.50% and 30.33% shares in 2013, and 40.81% and 29.94% shares in 2008.[104]
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 Marvel characters in other media




Marvel characters and stories have been adapted to many other media. Some of these adaptations were produced by Marvel Comics and its sister company, Marvel Studios, while others were produced by companies licensing Marvel material.
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 Games




In June 1993, Marvel issued its collectable caps for milk caps game[image: External link] under the Hero Caps brand.[105] In 2014, the Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers[image: External link] Japanese TV series was launched together with a collectible game called Bachicombat, a game similar to the milk caps game, by Bandai[image: External link].[106]
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 Collectible card games




The RPG industry brought the development of the collectible card game[image: External link] (CCG) in the early 1990s which there were soon Marvel characters were featured in CCG of their own starting in 1995 with Fleer[image: External link]'s OverPower[image: External link] (1995–1999). Later collectible card game were:


	
Marvel Superstars[image: External link] (2010–?) Upper Deck Company[image: External link]


	
ReCharge Collectible Card Game[image: External link] (2001–? ) Marvel

	
Vs. System[image: External link] (2004–2009, 2014–) Upper Deck Company

	
X-Men Trading Card Game[image: External link] (2000–?) Wizards of the Coast[image: External link]
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 Role-playing




Main article: List of Marvel RPG supplements[image: External link]


TSR[image: External link] published the pen-and-paper role-playing game[image: External link] Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] in 1984. TSR then released in 1998 the Marvel Super Heroes Adventure Game[image: External link] which used a different system, the card-based SAGA system, than their first game. In 2003 Marvel Publishing published its own role-playing game, the Marvel Universe Roleplaying Game[image: External link], that used a diceless stone pool system.[107] In August 2011 Margaret Weis Productions[image: External link] announced it was developing a tabletop role-playing game[image: External link] based on the Marvel universe, set for release in February 2012 using its house Cortex Plus RPG system.[108]
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 Video games




Main article: List of video games based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Video games based on Marvel characters go back to 1984 and the Atari game, Spider-Man[image: External link]. Since then several dozen video games have been released and all have been produced by outside licensees. In 2014, Disney Infinity 2.0: Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] was released that brought Marvel characters to the existing Disney[image: External link] sandbox video game.
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 Films




Main article: List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


As of the start of September 2015, films based on Marvel's properties represent the highest-grossing U.S. franchise, having grossed over $7.7 billion [109] as part of a worldwide gross of over $18 billion.
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 Live shows





	
The Marvel Experience[image: External link] (2014–)

	
Marvel Universe Live![image: External link] (2014–) live arena show

	
Spider-Man Live![image: External link] (2002–2003)

	
Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark[image: External link] (2011–2014) a Broadway musical
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 Prose novels




Main articles: Marvel Books[image: External link] and Marvel Press[image: External link]


Marvel first licensed two prose novels to Bantam Books[image: External link], who printed The Avengers Battle the Earth Wrecker by Otto Binder[image: External link] (1967) and Captain America: The Great Gold Steal by Ted White[image: External link] (1968). Various publishers took up the licenses from 1978 to 2002. Also, with the various licensed films being released beginning in 1997, various publishers put out movie novelizations[image: External link].[110] In 2003, following publication of the prose young adult novel[image: External link] Mary Jane, starring Mary Jane Watson[image: External link] from the Spider-Man mythos, Marvel announced the formation of the publishing imprint[image: External link] Marvel Press[image: External link].[111] However, Marvel moved back to licensing with Pocket Books from 2005 to 2008.[110] With few books issued under the imprint, Marvel and Disney Books Group[image: External link] relaunched Marvel Press in 2011 with the Marvel Origin Storybooks line.[112]
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 Television programs




Main article: List of television series based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Many television series, both live-action and animated, have based their productions on Marvel Comics characters. These include multiple series for popular characters such as Spider-Man, Iron Man and the X-Men. Additionally, a handful of television movies, usually also pilots, based on Marvel Comics characters have been made.
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 Theme parks




Marvel has licensed[113] its characters for theme-parks and attractions, including at the Universal Orlando Resort[image: External link]'s Islands of Adventure[image: External link], in Orlando, Florida[image: External link], which includes rides based on their iconic characters and costumed performers.[114]

Walt Disney Parks and Resorts plans on creating original Marvel attractions at their theme parks,[115][116] with Hong Kong Disneyland[image: External link] becoming the first Disney theme park to feature a Marvel attraction[image: External link].[117][118] Due to the licensing agreement with Universal Studios, signed prior to Disney's purchase of Marvel, Walt Disney World and Tokyo Disney are barred from having Marvel characters in their parks.[119] However, this only includes characters Universal is currently using, other characters in their "families" (X-Men, Avengers, Fantastic Four, etc.), and the villains associated with said characters.[113] This clause has allowed Walt Disney World to have meet and greets, merchandise, attractions and more with other Marvel characters not associated with the characters at Islands of Adventures, such as Star-Lord and Gamora from Guardians of the Galaxy[120][121] as well as Baymax[image: External link] and Hiro[image: External link] from Big Hero 6[image: External link].[122]
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 Notes






	
^ Apocryphal legend has it that in 1961, either Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] or Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] of DC Comics (then known as National Periodical Publications[image: External link]) bragged about DC's success with the Justice League (which had debuted in The Brave and the Bold #28 [February 1960] before going on to its own title) to publisher[image: External link] Martin Goodman[image: External link] (whose holdings included the nascent Marvel Comics) during a game of golf.



However, film producer and comics historian Michael Uslan[image: External link] partly debunked the story in a letter published in Alter Ego #43 (December 2004), pp. 43–44

Irwin said he never played golf with Goodman, so the story is untrue. I heard this story more than a couple of times while sitting in the lunchroom at DC's 909 Third Avenue and 75 Rockefeller Plaza office as Sol Harrison[image: External link] and [production chief] Jack Adler[image: External link] were schmoozing with some of us … who worked for DC during our college summers.... [T]he way I heard the story from Sol was that Goodman was playing with one of the heads of Independent News, not DC Comics (though DC owned Independent News). … As the distributor of DC Comics, this man certainly knew all the sales figures and was in the best position to tell this tidbit to Goodman. … Of course, Goodman would want to be playing golf with this fellow and be in his good graces. … Sol worked closely with Independent News' top management over the decades and would have gotten this story straight from the horse's mouth.



Goodman, a publishing trend-follower aware of the JLA's strong sales, confirmably directed his comics editor, Stan Lee, to create a comic-book series about a team of superheroes. According to Lee in Origins of Marvel Comics (Simon and Schuster/Fireside Books[image: External link], 1974), p. 16: "Martin mentioned that he had noticed one of the titles published by National Comics seemed to be selling better than most. It was a book called The [ sic[image: External link]] Justice League of America and it was composed of a team of superheroes. … ' If the Justice League is selling ', spoke he, 'why don't we put out a comic book that features a team of superheroes?'"
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Marvel Universe






This article is about the shared comic book universe. For the shared film universe, see Marvel Cinematic Universe. For other uses, see Marvel Universe (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Marvel Universe is the shared universe where the stories in most American comic book[image: External link] titles and other media published by Marvel Entertainment take place. Marvel superheroes[image: External link] such as the Avengers, the Fantastic Four and the X-Men are from this universe.

The Marvel Universe is further depicted as existing within a "multiverse" consisting of thousands of separate universes, all of which are the creations of Marvel Comics and all of which are, in a sense, "Marvel universes". In this context, "Marvel Universe" is taken to refer to the mainstream Marvel continuity, which is known as Earth-616 or currently as Earth Prime.



TOP
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 History




Though the concept of a shared universe was not new or unique to comics[image: External link] in 1960, writer/editor Stan Lee, together with several artists including Jack Kirby and Steve Ditko, created a series of titles where events in one book would have repercussions in another title and serialized stories would show characters' growth and change. Headline characters in one title would make cameo or guest appearances in other books. Eventually many of the leading heroes assembled into a team known as the Avengers. This was not the first time that Marvel's characters had interacted with one another—Namor the Sub-Mariner[image: External link] and the Original Human Torch[image: External link] had been rivals when Marvel was Timely comics (Marvel Vault)—but it was the first time that the comic book publisher's characters seemed to share a world.[1] The Marvel Universe was also notable for setting its central titles in New York City[image: External link]; by contrast, many DC heroes[image: External link] live in fictional cities. Care was taken to portray the city and the world as realistically as possible with the presence of superhumans affecting the common citizens in various ways.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Over time, a few Marvel Comics writers lobbied Marvel editors to incorporate the idea of a Multiverse[image: External link] resembling DC's parallel worlds[image: External link]; this plot device allows one to create several fictional universes which normally do not overlap. What happens on Earth in the main Marvel Universe would normally have no effect on what happens on a parallel Earth in another Marvel-created universe. However, storywriters would have the creative ability to write stories in which people from one such universe would visit this alternative universe.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1982, Marvel published the mini-series Contest of Champions[image: External link], in which all of the major heroes in existence at the time were gathered together to deal with one threat. This was Marvel's first miniseries. Each issue contained biographical information on many major costumed characters; these biographies were a precursor to Marvel's series of reference material, The Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe[image: External link], which followed shortly on the heels of Contest of Champions.[citation needed[image: External link]]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Concepts




The Marvel Universe is strongly based on the real world. Earth in the Marvel Universe has all the features of the real one: same countries, same personalities (politicians, movie stars, etc.), same historical events (such as World War II), and so on. However, it also contains many other fictional elements: countries such as Wakanda[image: External link] and Latveria[image: External link] (very small nations), and organizations like the espionage agency S.H.I.E.L.D. and its enemy, HYDRA[image: External link], and A.I.M.[image: External link] In 2009 Marvel officially described its world's geography in a two-part miniseries, the Marvel Atlas.[2]

Most importantly, the Marvel Universe also incorporates examples of almost all major science fiction[image: External link] and fantasy[image: External link] concepts, with writers adding more continuously. Aliens, gods, magic, cosmic powers and extremely advanced human-developed technology all exist prominently in the Marvel Universe. (A universe incorporating all these types of fantastic elements is fairly rare; another example is the DC Universe[image: External link].) Monsters also play a more prominent role with east Asian origins of magical incantation, outlandish sorcery and manifesting principle in the Marvel Universe. One such case is Fin Fang Foom[image: External link] arising from the ashes of tantric magic. Thanks to these extra elements, Earth in the Marvel Universe is home to a large number of superheroes[image: External link] and supervillains[image: External link], who have gained their powers by any of these means.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Comparatively little time passes in the Marvel Universe compared to the real world, owing to the serial nature of storytelling, with the stories of certain issues picking up mere seconds after the conclusion of the previous one, while a whole month has passed by in "real time". Marvel's major heroes were created in the 1960s, but the amount of time that has passed between then and now within the universe itself has (after a prolonged period of being identified as about ten years in the mid-to-late 1990s) most recently been identified as thirteen years.[3] Consequently, the settings of some events which were contemporary when written have to be updated every few years in order to "make sense" in this floating timeline[image: External link]. Thus, the events of previous stories are considered to have happened within a certain number of years prior to the publishing date of the current issue. For example, Spider-Man's high school graduation was published in Amazing Spider-Man #28 (September 1965), his college graduation in Amazing Spider-Man #185 (October 1978), and his high school reunion in Marvel Knights: Spider-Man #7 (December 2004). Because of the floating timeline, where stories refer to real-life historic events, these references are later ignored or rewritten to suit current sensibilities. For instance, the origin of Iron Man was changed in a 2004 storyline to refer to armed conflict in Afghanistan,[4] whereas the original Iron Man stories had referred to the Vietnam War[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Marvel Comics itself exists as a company within the Marvel Universe, and versions of people such as Stan Lee and Jack Kirby have appeared in some of the stories, whereas characters like Steve Rogers, (Captain America[image: External link]'s alter ego[image: External link]), have worked for Marvel.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] The Marvel of this reality publishes comics that adapt the actual adventures of the superheroes (except for details not known to the public, like their secret identities); many of these are licensed with the permission of the heroes themselves, who customarily donate their share of profits to charity. Additionally, the DC Comics Universe is also said to exist in the Marvel Universe as one of the many alternative universes. The reverse may also be said with respect to the DC Universe. This is one method of explaining the various crossover stories co-published by the two companies.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Pop culture characters such as Dracula[image: External link] and Frankenstein[image: External link] actually exist in the Marvel Universe. This is usually justified as a second hand account of events as told to credited authors Bram Stoker[image: External link] and Mary Shelley[image: External link] although the general public continues to believe them as fictional. Robert E. Howard[image: External link]'s Conan the Barbarian, Red Sonja[image: External link], Kull the Conqueror[image: External link], and Solomon Kane[image: External link] also have real life existences in the Marvel Universe. The Hyborian Era[image: External link] of Conan and Kull is considered part of Earth-616 pre-recorded history. However, they rarely encounter modern Marvel superhero characters. This is most likely possible due to the uncertain legal status of Howard's works prior to 2006 when they became public domain. Other licensed works that have been incorporated into the Marvel Universe include Godzilla[image: External link], 2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link] (in the character of Machine Man[image: External link]), ROM: Spaceknight[image: External link], the Micronauts[image: External link], and the Shogun Warriors[image: External link]. In most cases, such material is either restricted from use after the license expires or the characters redesigned or renamed to avoid infringement.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Costumed superheroes and supervillains




Within the fictional history of the Marvel Universe, the tradition of using costumed secret identities to fight or commit evil had long existed, but it came into prominence during the days of the American "Wild West[image: External link]" with heroes such as the Phantom Rider[image: External link]. During the 20th century the tradition was reinvigorated by Captain America[image: External link] and his fellow Invaders[image: External link] in the 1940s, who fought for the Allies of World War II[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Marvel's major heroes are those created between 1961 and 1963, during Marvel's Silver Age[image: External link]: Spider-Man, Iron Man, Doctor Strange[image: External link], Daredevil, Thor[image: External link], the Hulk, Ant-Man[image: External link] and the Wasp[image: External link], the X-Men, the Fantastic Four, and S.H.I.E.L.D.’s director, Nick Fury. Unlike the DC Universe, few of Marvel's 1940s characters have become major characters in modern publications; Captain America[image: External link] is one exception, and to a lesser extent his contemporary, the Sub-Mariner[image: External link], is as well, primarily because both of these characters were reintroduced to readers and to the Marvel Universe during the 1960s.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Prominent groups of superheroes include the Avengers, the X-Men, the Fantastic Four, and the Defenders. All these groups have varying lineups; the Avengers in particular have included many of Marvel's major heroes as members at one time or another. The X-Men are a team of mutants led by Professor X[image: External link] and include some of Marvel's most popular characters, such as Wolverine[image: External link]. The Defenders are an ad-hoc team usually brought together by Dr. Strange, which has included the Hulk, the Sub-Mariner and the Silver Surfer[image: External link].
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 Origin of superhuman powers




Most of the superhumans in Marvel's Earth owe their powers to the celestials[image: External link], cosmic entities who visited Earth millions of years ago and experimented on our prehistoric[image: External link] ancestors (a process they also carried out on several other planets). This resulted in the creation of two hidden races[image: External link], the godlike Eternals[image: External link] and the genetically unstable Deviants[image: External link], in addition to giving some humans an "x-factor" in their genes, which sometimes activates naturally, resulting in sometimes superpowered, sometimes disfigured individuals called mutants[image: External link]. Others require other factors (such as radiation[image: External link]) for their powers to come forth. Depending on the genetic profile, individuals who are exposed to different chemicals or radiation will often suffer death or injury, while in others it will cause superhuman abilities to manifest. With the exception of psionic[image: External link] abilities, these powers are usually random; rarely do two people have exactly the same set of powers. It is not clear why the Celestials did this, although it is known that they continue to observe humanity's evolution. A Marvel series titled Earth X explored one possible reason for this: that superhumans are meant to protect a Celestial embryo that grows inside the Earth against any planetary threats and have done so for eons. An X-Men villain known as Vargas[image: External link] claims to be a new direction in human evolution, as he is born with superpowers even though his genetic profile said he was an ordinary human being. The majority of the public is unaware of what may cause superhuman powers.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Other possible origins for superhuman powers include magic[image: External link], genetic manipulation[image: External link] and/or bionic[image: External link] implants. Some heroes and villains have no powers at all but depend instead on hand-to-hand combat training or advanced technological equipment. In the Marvel Universe, technology is considerably more advanced than in the real world; this is due to unique individuals of genius intelligence, such as Reed Richards (Mister Fantastic[image: External link]) of the Fantastic Four. However, most of the really advanced devices (such as powered armor[image: External link] and death rays[image: External link]) are too expensive for the common citizen, and are usually in the hands of government organizations like S.H.I.E.L.D., or powerful criminal organizations like A.I.M[image: External link]. One major company producing these devices is Stark Industries, owned by Tony Stark (Iron Man), but there are others. Advanced technology has also been given to humans by hidden races, aliens, or time travelers[image: External link] like Kang the Conqueror[image: External link], who is known to have influenced the robotics[image: External link] industry in the past.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

In superhumans the energy required for their superpowers either comes from within using their own body as a source, or if the demand of energy exceeds what their body is capable to deliver, comes from another source. In most cases, this other source seems to be what is called the universal psionic field (UPF), which they are able to tap into. Sometimes they are connected to another source, and more rarely they are even a host for it.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Marvel tries to explain most superpowers and their sources "scientifically", usually through the use of fictional science-like concepts, such as:


	The battery effect; the cells in the body have the same function as batteries, being charged with energy that comes from an outer source. This is most often seen in gamma exposed individuals such as the Hulk, who get their powers from this stored energy. The powers will remain as long as the energy is present, and can even be increased by filling the "batteries" even more. If the energy is emptied, the powers will fade away.

	The Power Primordial[image: External link] is a leftover force from Big Bang and is controlled by the Elders of the Universe[image: External link].

	The Phoenix Force[image: External link] is a force of incredible power. It channels energy from life itself and has been shown to favor mutant[image: External link] telepaths[image: External link] like Jean Grey[image: External link].

	Psionic energy, which is assumed to be an invisible, unknown form of energy generated by all living brains that has the ability to manipulate other forms of matter and energy.

	Universal psionic field is a force present everywhere in the universe, but only those with abilities to connect to it can make use of its energy.

	Enigma Force is suspected to be connected to the Microverse, and is also the source to the Uni-Power, which transforms an individual into Captain Universe.

	Extradimensional space: dimensions that can be tapped in order to pull mass from them (to add to objects on Earth) or taken away from those objects and be stored in those "pocket dimensions" to be retrieved later. This is how characters like the Hulk can grow and shrink with no visible absorption of mass. A type of subatomic particles called Pym Particles can be used for these effects. (Note that many giant-sized characters have a limited ability to manipulate gravity to handle their increased weight.) The change in mass can be in the form of a density change instead, allowing a character to become harder or incorporeal[image: External link]. Some characters can seem to "transform" themselves (or others) into unliving substances, or even pure energy, by storing their bodies in extradimensional space and replacing them with bodies made from matter or energy from that dimension, while their souls remain on Earth, controlling their new body. Travel into other dimensions can also be used as a way to " teleport[image: External link]" by re-entering the Earth dimension at a different point from the exiting one.

	The Darkforce is an unknown, dark substance from another dimension (known simply as the Darkforce Dimension[image: External link]) that can be summoned and manipulated in many ways: to create impenetrable darkness, to solidify it in various forms, and (most notably) to absorb the "life energy" from living beings (not all users can use all these effects). The Darkforce can also be used to travel to and from its home dimension, but this is dangerous to all except those with Darkforce powers. Some believe that the Darkforce is sentient and sometimes has an evil influence on those who use it. Various heroes and villains have versions of Darkforce powers, including Darkstar[image: External link], the first Blackout[image: External link], the Shroud[image: External link], Cloak, Doorman[image: External link] and Quagmire[image: External link] (of the Squadron Supreme Universe). Cloak seems to be the prime 'portal' to the Darkforce, however.

	The Living Light is the opposite of the Darkforce: a form of energy that resembles light and also comes from its own dimension, but has healing effects on living beings (except ones made of darkness or Darkforce.) It is unknown if it might be sentient. Cloak's partner, Dagger seems to be the Living Light's main Avatar[image: External link].

	The Power Cosmic[image: External link] is a force that can alter reality, allowing the user to do whatever he or she wants (including bending the laws of physics), only being limited by how much cosmic energy the character can tap at a time. It seems to be part of the universe itself, and is most prominently used by Galactus[image: External link] and his heralds[image: External link].

	Magic also appears to be like a form of energy, except that it can defy the laws of physics naturally, and usually overrules ordinary science. However, it does have rules of its own to follow, which vary with the method of invocation, usually in the form of spoken spells. It appears to be present in everything, even living beings. All humans in the Marvel Universe have the ability to use magic, but only if properly trained. Most people are unaware that magic actually works. In addition, powerful magical beings from other dimensions have created specific, extremely powerful magical spells that they allow to be used (often indiscriminately) by those sorcerers[image: External link] who invoke their names; one example is the trinity of beings called The Vishanti[image: External link], who serve as patrons to heroic sorcerers. At any given time, there is a sorcerer on Earth whose task is to protect the universe against extra-dimensional mystical invaders; this sorcerer is known as the Sorcerer Supreme[image: External link], an office left empty since the death of Brother Voodoo[image: External link], but most recently has been reinstated to Doctor Strange[image: External link].[5] Stars in the Marvel Universe are actually sentient beings, and the source of all mystic energy.[6]


	Pym particles are what make Ant-Man shrink.
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 Nonhuman




A degree of paranoid fear against mutants exists due to stories of mutants being a race or even a species (Homo superior or Homo sapiens superior) that is evolving and is meant to replace normal humans. This has caused organizations to form to deal with the problem, who can be divided into three camps: those who seek peaceful coexistence between mutants and normal humans (the X-Men and their affiliated groups), those who seek to control or eliminate humans to give mutants safety or dominance ( Magneto[image: External link] and his followers, as well as other mutants such as Apocalypse[image: External link]), and those who seek to regulate or eliminate mutants in favor of humans. The latter often use the robots known as Sentinels[image: External link] as weapons. Certain species are regarded as subhuman[image: External link], like the Morlocks[image: External link] who lurk beneath New York City and have been discriminated against by the outside world because of their mutant deformities. The Morlocks have recently joined the terrorist organization Gene Nation.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

In addition to mutants, Eternals and Deviants, several other intelligent races have existed secretly on Earth. These include: The Inhumans, another genetically unstable race (like the Deviants, but in their case it is due to their use of a substance called the "Terrigen Mists") that was created by a Kree[image: External link] experiment long ago; The Subterraneans[image: External link], a race of humanoids adapted to living below the surface, created by the Deviants (some subterraneans were transformed into 'Lava Men' by a demon); and Homo mermanus[image: External link], a humanoid[image: External link] race of water-breathers that lives in Earth's oceans. Most of these races have advanced technology but existed hidden from humanity until recent times. More variants of humanity can be found in the Savage Land[image: External link] (see places, below.) Most of the Savage Land races have their origin from a group of primitive ape men who seems to have escaped the Celestial experiments whose influence is present in all modern Homo sapiens. Other leftovers from the era where primitive humanoids walked the earth still exist, such as the altered Neanderthal[image: External link] known as Missing Link[image: External link], an old enemy of the Hulk.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Alien races




Main article: List of alien races in Marvel Comics[image: External link]


The Marvel Universe also contains hundreds of intelligent alien races. Earth has interacted with many of them because a major " hyperspace[image: External link] warp" happens to exist in the Solar System[image: External link].

The three major space empires are:


	the Kree[image: External link], who rule the Kree Galaxy (the Greater Magellanic Cloud[image: External link])

	the Skrulls[image: External link], who rule the Skrull Galaxy (the Andromeda Galaxy[image: External link])

	the Shi'ar[image: External link], who rule the Shi'ar Galaxy (no known real-world counterpart, but might possibly be the Triangulum Galaxy[image: External link][7])



The three are often in direct or indirect conflict, which occasionally involve Earth people; in particular, the Kree and Skrulls are ancient enemies, and the Kree-Skrull War[image: External link] has involved humans on several occasions.

The Skrulls have also been known to be in a long and consistent war against the Majesdanians, who live in a milky planet named Majesdane.[8] The war between the two had started after two Majesdanians, Frank and Leslie Dean of The Pride[image: External link] had been kicked out for criminal activities; the two travelled to Earth, where Frank and Leslie stopped the war against Earth in exchange for giving the Skrulls the location of Majesdane, which was hidden behind the corona of a white dwarf[image: External link]. The war had gone on for sixteen years minimum; it ended abruptly after the Skrulls shot a barrage of missiles at Majesdane, who retaliated.[8]

Another prominent alien race is The Watchers, immortal and wise beings who watch over the Marvel Universe and have taken a sacred vow not to intervene in events, though the Watcher assigned to Earth, Uatu, has violated this oath on several occasions.

The Elders of the Universe[image: External link] are ancient aliens who have often had great impact on many worlds, for billions of years, acting alone or as a group. A power called Power Primordial is channeled through them.

Many other races exist, and have formed an “Intergalactic Council” to have their say on matters that affect them all, such as interference from Earth humans in their affairs.
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 Supernatural creatures




Also abundant in the Marvel Universe are legendary creatures such as gods[image: External link], demons[image: External link] and vampires[image: External link]. The 'gods' of most polytheistic[image: External link] pantheons are actually powerful, immortal human-like races residing in other dimensions who visited Earth in ancient times, and became the basis of many legends. However, all of these 'gods' share a common ancestry and connection to Earth due to Gaea[image: External link], the primeval Elder Goddess[image: External link] that infused her life essence into all living things on Earth. Gaea is known by various names and appearances in other cultures and among the various pantheons, but she's the same being. As a result, she's a member of every polytheistic pantheon of 'gods' worshipped by humans. Besides mythological gods, many deities made up by Marvel writers exist as well, such as the Dark Gods, enemies of the Asgardians. The Dark Gods are a race of 'gods' that have been worshipped by extraterrestrial[image: External link] races. Well known alien races like the Shi'ar[image: External link] and Skrulls[image: External link] also have beings they worship as 'gods', though little has been revealed about them.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Many persons and beings have falsely pretended to be gods or demons during history; in particular, none of the ones claiming to be major figures from Judeo-Christian[image: External link] beliefs has turned out to be the real article, although a number of angels have appeared in recent years, as well as an apparent true rebellion and expulsion of angels from a higher realm known as Paradise, proving that some form of Heaven[image: External link] and Hell[image: External link] do exist in this Universe, seemingly like those in keeping with common real world religious belief. Similarly, demons[image: External link] are evil magical beings who take affairs in the matters of the universe. Some of the most powerful are Blackheart[image: External link], Mephisto[image: External link], Nightmare[image: External link], Satannish[image: External link], and Zom[image: External link]. There are also powerful benevolent mystical entities such as The Vishanti[image: External link]; or amoral and malevolent entities who are not truly demonic in nature, such as Dormammu[image: External link] and The Octessence[image: External link], or ones heavily drawing upon the mythologies of H.P. Lovecraft[image: External link] and Robert E. Howard[image: External link]. Some supernatural beings, entities and human characters created by Lovecraft & Howard, who were friends and influenced each other's work, have been adapted by Marvel and include Abdul Alhazred[image: External link],[9][10][11] Conan the Barbarian[image: External link][12] Nyarlathotep[image: External link][13] and Set[image: External link].[14] Some deities or demonic beings that are original characters of Marvel have been heavily influenced by these mythologies, such as Shuma-Gorath[image: External link].[15]

Most of the current generation of gods have been revealed to be the descendants of the Elder Goddess[image: External link] Gaea[image: External link]. The two most featured pantheons are the Asgardians (of whom Thor[image: External link] is a member) and the Olympians[image: External link] (of whom Hercules[image: External link] is a member). The lords of the various pantheons sometimes gather in groups known as the Council of Godheads and Council of Skyfathers. The gods were forced to stop meddling with humanity (at least openly) a thousand years ago by the Celestials[image: External link], and most people today believe them to be fictional. There are other pantheons that have been depicted in the Marvel Universe that are still actively worshipped in the real world including those worshipped by the Aboriginal[image: External link] inhabitants of Australia[image: External link], the gods[image: External link] of Hinduism[image: External link], the Shinto[image: External link] gods and the gods of Zoroastrianism[image: External link]. These deities are rarely depicted, however. One such appearance generated a good deal of controversy as the depiction involved a fight between Marvel's incarnation of Thor[image: External link] and the Hindu god Shiva[image: External link], a battle which Shiva lost.[16] As Shiva is one of the principal deities of Hindu religion, his defeat offended some followers of Hinduism. This battle was retconned[image: External link] later as having been the deity Indra[image: External link], the Hindu god of thunder, who was posing as Shiva, that met defeat.[17] In order to avoid offending believers of still active religions, Marvel features such deities as characters in the background or who make very brief cameo appearances.

Marvel's depiction of vampires has been heavily influenced by various interpretations of popular media, such as Bram Stoker[image: External link]'s Dracula[image: External link]. As with many other supernatural creatures, Marvel entwined the origin of vampires with aspects of the mythologies created by Lovecraft and Howard. They were originally created by magical rites performed by priests of Atlantis prior to the Great Cataclysm that destroyed much of the world with Varnae[image: External link] becoming the first vampire. Marvel would depict vampires as frequent antagonists during the Hyborian Age[image: External link] to Howard characters such as Kull[image: External link] and Conan. In recent years, Marvel's depiction of vampires has altered greatly by creating various subspecies of vampires that exist in clans[image: External link] that greatly differ in appearance and belief. All vampires are depicted with varying degrees of superhuman strength, speed, stamina, agility, reflexes and accelerated healing[image: External link]. Many are capable of transforming into animals such as bats or wolves, some can transform into a mist like substance; some of the most powerful are capable of controlling the weather to a somewhat limited degree. All vampires must ingest blood in order to maintain their survival and physical vitality. So long as they do so regularly, they cease to age and are immune to diseases. They retain the well known vulnerabilities common to vampires in other media interpretations including sunlight, garlic, religious icons and weapons made of silver. Vampires can be killed by a wooden stake driven through the heart, though they return to life if the stake is removed. Vampires are highly allergic to silver and can be killed with it. While they normally heal rapidly, injuries inflicted by silver weapons heal at a much slower rate if the injuries aren't fatal. Vampires can also be killed by decapitation or being set on fire, with burning them to ashes and then scattering the ashes being the most effective means of ensuring their demise.
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 Cosmic entities




The cosmic entities[image: External link] are beings of unbelievably great levels of power (the weakest of whom can destroy planets) who exist to perform duties that maintain the existence of the universe. Most do not care at all about "lesser beings" such as humans, and as a consequence their acts are recurrently dangerous to mortals. When dire threats threaten the universe it is not uncommon for these beings to gather together to discuss the threat, and even act.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Above all pantheons of gods, mystical beings, and cosmic/conceptual entities there exists one, supreme "God", a mysterious but apparently benign entity sometimes referred to as the One-Above-All. This being is indicated to be the Creator of all existence and all realities of the Marvel Universe and possibly beyond.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

The Living Tribunal[image: External link] is the cosmic judge, overseer, and mediator. It safeguards the multiverse from dire threats, but is also willing to destroy entire universes on behalf of more favored creations.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Most conceptual entities are simply interested in furthering their own essential function, or to keep the balance with an opposing force. However, certain cosmic entities, such as Galactus[image: External link], In-Betweener[image: External link], Maelstrom[image: External link], or The Stranger[image: External link] have demonstrated personality, motivations, or (except for the first mention) even ambitions beyond their functions, but often maintain the perspective that morality is entirely relative, or that destroying civilisations of "lesser" beings is no more evil than if these beings destroyed an anthill. Others such as Uatu the Watcher[image: External link], Eon[image: External link], or the Celestials[image: External link] Ashema[image: External link] and Tiamut[image: External link] are aberrations in the sense of sympathising with and occasionally coming to the defense of humanity.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

The "Fulcrum" is a comparatively recent addition to the hierarchy, that "all" cosmic entities allegedly serve, of a level of raw power stated to far surpass the might of the Watchers and the Celestials. Unlike most other entities it is capable of conscience, compassion, and even a sense of humour, and has stated that it wants other cosmic beings to develop such as well. He is a possible manifestation/ avatar[image: External link] of The One Above All[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

The Phoenix Force[image: External link] first received personification in Jean Grey[image: External link]. The Force is composed of the psionic energy from all living beings, past, present and future, and is an embodiment of rebirth and destructive transformation through "burning away what doesn't work", and helped to restart the universe before the Big Bang[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Cosmology




The Marvel Universe is part of a multiverse, with various universes coexisting simultaneously usually without affecting each other directly.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] According to Reed Richards, the ultimate fate of the Multiverse is to perish in an all-encompassing heat death.[18]
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 Universes/Earths/continuities




The action of most Marvel Comics titles takes place in a continuity known as Earth-616. This continuity exists in a multiverse alongside trillions of alternative continuities.[19] Alternative continuities in the Marvel multiverse are generally defined in terms of their differences from Earth-616.

Continuities besides Earth-616 include the following (for a complete listing see Multiverse (Marvel Comics)):


	Age of Apocalypse

	Alterniverse[image: External link]

	Amalgam

	House of M

	Marvel 2099

	Marvel Age

	Marvel Cinematic Universe

	Marvel Zombies[image: External link]

	MC2

	New bolovers

	Shadowline

	Ultimate Marvel

	
X-Men Adventures[image: External link] - Originally based on the X-Men animated series[image: External link], this universe went on to feature more original stories, and in its final issue, revealed itself to be the universe which existed prior to the current 616 reality, when it was destroyed by the fracturing of the M'Kraan crystal[image: External link]. The current edition of the Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe corroborates this.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]




In addition, multiple continuities are visited in the comic book series What If, What The--?![image: External link] (formerly Not Brand Echh) and Exiles. The concept of a continuity is not the same as "dimension" or "universe"; for example, characters like Mephisto[image: External link] and Dormammu[image: External link] hail from alternative dimensions and Galactus[image: External link] from another universe[image: External link], but they all nevertheless belong to the Earth-616 continuity (where all the dimensions and universes seems to be connected to the same main timeline). A continuity should also not be confused with an imprint[image: External link]; for example, while the titles of some imprints, such as Ultimate Marvel, take place in a different continuity, some or all publications in other imprints, such as Epic Comics[image: External link], Marvel MAX[image: External link], and Marvel UK[image: External link], take place within the Earth-616 continuity.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Dimensions




Within and sometimes between continuities, there exist a variety of dimensions, sometimes called pocket dimensions which typically are not depicted as separate continuities, but rather part of one, typically Earth-616. There are a score of such dimensions, ranging from the Earthlike to the totally alien. Some are magical in nature and others are scientific; some are inhabited and others are not. These include realities like the Microverse, the Darkforce Dimension, Limbo, the Mojoverse[image: External link], and many more. The Astral Plane[image: External link] is a dimensional plane which is the source of telekinesis and various other psychic powers. It is a dimension created by the Elder Goddess Oshtur[image: External link] that is sometimes referred to as the "Temple of Oshtur" or the "Realm of the Mind".[20]

Despite various contradictions, the term, dimension is sometimes interchangeable with universe or reality. Every reality of the Marvel Universe has numerous interconnected dimensions, with each dimension differing from those of other realities; for example, the Ultimate Asgard has clearly been shown to be distinct from the Asgard known to Earth-616 characters. Such dimensions, such as Asgard or the Dark Dimension are technically not "pocket dimensions" as they clearly reside completely outside the boundaries of the Marvel Universe, instead of within, as the former does.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Time




One cannot normally alter the Marvel Universe's history; if a time-traveller should cause an alteration to the established flow of events at some point in the past, a divergent universe[image: External link] will simply "branch out" from the existing timeline, and the time-traveller will still return to his or her unaltered original universe. Those realities can also spawn realities of their own. There exists hundreds, probably thousands of such realities. It is unknown why this happens, though a warp known as the Nexus of All Realities exists in a swamp in the Florida of Earth-616. For the most part this does not matter, as most beings are unaware that this occurs, or even that their universes were recently "born" from another. However, individuals and organizations exist that try to monitor or manipulate the various realities. These include Immortus[image: External link], the Captain Britain Corps[image: External link], the Time Variance Authority[image: External link], the Timebreakers[image: External link]/Exiles, and Kang the Conqueror[image: External link]'s forces. It has been shown to be possible to travel through time without creating a new alternative universe, instead altering events in the future, but this seems to have devastating and very far-reaching repercussions, as depicted in Marvel 1602 (it almost destroyed the whole multiverse, including the afterlife[image: External link]).[citation needed[image: External link]]

Also, time itself passes much differently within the confines of the Marvel Universe than it does in the real world. Despite various characters having appeared within company publications for decades, few if any have aged to any appreciable degree. For example, the patriotic hero Captain America[image: External link] was created in 1941 but stopped appearing in titles soon after the end of World War II[image: External link]. The character was revived more than twenty years later, explained as having been frozen in a block of ice though believed to be dead, to lead Marvel's latest team of superheroes the Avengers. This first Avengers team featured several characters that would go on to be some of the company's most famous and most popular. Although the characters would be portrayed in hundreds and even thousands of adventures over the decades, they have been portrayed as having aged little or none at all.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Naturally this tendency is purely due to story conveniences (or a somewhat haphazardly shifting patchwork pattern of authors), and mainly that the fictional "continuity" has been maintained and expanded far beyond what Stan Lee and others originally planned or hoped for. Hence, the passing of time was more discernible in the very early years, such as the graduation of Spider-Man; and what started as children or teenaged characters, such as Kitty Pryde[image: External link], Franklin Richards[image: External link], Valeria Richards[image: External link], Power Pack[image: External link], or the New Mutants[image: External link] are all allowed to age at wildly shifting rates (in the second case even backwards at times), whereas surrounding characters somewhat dependent on a certain age limit do not change at all. This recurrently creates inherently contradictory effects, as events are routinely described to have happened several years ago, even in cases when this would mean that some of the involved characters would have been toddlers. Different approaches also exist regarding allowing "second-generation" descendants of heroes or villains, fully grown over 18 years after an event (for example Hulkling[image: External link], other members of the Young Avengers[image: External link], Runaways[image: External link], and Secret Warriors[image: External link]), whereas other books, such as Young Allies[image: External link] use the inherent contradiction to debunk similar claims. If a past storyline wherein a direct depictions of a then-current president or similar is referred to in a later era, it tends to become updated accordingly, sometimes with an "in-joke" acknowledgement.[citation needed[image: External link]]

A more recent explanation was given by Galactus to the Ultimates, namely that some important events - for instance, the creation of the Fantastic Four or the Avengers - have a 'gravity' all their own and warp time around them, causing the timeline to subtly change to accommodate this.[21]
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 Space




While the Marvel Universe is presumably as large as the non-fictional universe comic book readers inhabit, for all intents and purposes the Local Group[image: External link] is the universe; practically all action takes place in it. The Skrull Empire is located in the Andromeda galaxy, the Kree Empire in the Magellan clouds which are satellites of the Milky Way galaxy in which Earth of course is found, while the Shi´ar Empire is located somewhere between them in one of the smaller galaxies (perhaps Triangulum); frequently, these three empires are quoted as the main political powers "in the universe". Similarly, the Local Group seemed to be the only affected area when the Annihilation Wave[image: External link] cut its bloody swath "across the universe".
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 Role-playing games




Four role-playing games[image: External link] have been set in the Marvel Universe:


	
Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] ( TSR[image: External link], 1984)

	
Marvel Super Heroes Adventure Game[image: External link] ( TSR[image: External link], 1998)

	
Marvel Universe Roleplaying Game[image: External link] (Marvel Comics, 2003)

	
Marvel Heroic Roleplaying[image: External link] (Margaret Weis Productions[image: External link], 2012)
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 See also




For more complete lists of inhabitants of the Marvel Universe, see List of Marvel Comics characters[image: External link], List of Marvel Comics teams and organizations[image: External link], and List of Marvel Comics alien races[image: External link].


	
Marvel Universe (TV)[image: External link] - TV block on Disney XD, occurring in what is defined by Marvel itself as Earth-12041.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Features of the Marvel Universe

	Publication history of Marvel Comics crossover events[image: External link]

	The Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe[image: External link]

	List of Marvel Comics superhero debuts[image: External link]

	Marvel Super Heroes (role-playing game)[image: External link]

	Marvel Cinematic Universe
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Phil Coulson






Phillip "Phil" Coulson is a character[image: External link] portrayed by Clark Gregg in the films and television series of the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). A high-ranking member of the espionage agency S.H.I.E.L.D., he first appeared in the 2008 film Iron Man, the first film in the MCU. Gregg went on to appear in Iron Man 2 (2010), Thor (2011), and The Avengers (2012). He additionally headlines the television series Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (2013–), appears in two Marvel One-Shots (2011), has been featured in various tie-in comics, and appears in the digital series Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot (2016), all set in the MCU. The character also appears in other media, including comics[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics.
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 Feature films




Further information: Iron Man (2008 film), Iron Man 2, Thor (film), and The Avengers (2012 film)


Agent Coulson was introduced in the film Iron Man, in which he attempts to debrief Tony Stark on his captivity in Afghanistan[image: External link]. He is one of several agents who accompany Pepper Potts[image: External link] in an attempt to arrest Obadiah Stane[image: External link] once his criminal activities are revealed. In Iron Man 2, Coulson is assigned to supervise Stark for a time before being reassigned to investigate a crisis in New Mexico. In both that film's post-credits scene[image: External link] and Thor, Coulson's assignment is revealed to revolve around the discovery of Thor[image: External link]'s hammer[image: External link] in the New Mexico desert. Coulson is able to form an alliance between S.H.I.E.L.D. and Thor. In The Avengers, Coulson is fatally wounded by Loki, which S.H.I.E.L.D. Director Nick Fury uses to motivate the Avengers.
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 Tie-in comics




Further information: Marvel Cinematic Universe tie-in comics


Coulson appears throughout the MCU tie-in comics in supporting roles, acting in the S.H.I.E.L.D. agent capacity that he does in the films.
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 Short films




Further information: Marvel One-Shots


The Marvel One-Shot The Consultant[image: External link] takes place after The Incredible Hulk, and sees Coulson and Jasper Sitwell preventing Emil Blonsky[image: External link] from being added to the Avengers roster. A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer[image: External link] shows Coulson getting into a scuffle on his way from Stark's lab in Iron Man 2 to Thor's hammer in Thor.
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 Television series




Further information: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.


In Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., Coulson is revealed to be the S.H.I.E.L.D. agent in charge of Project T.A.H.I.T.I., which was meant to bring a potential dead Avenger back to life using a drug derived from an ancient alien corpse. However, test patients developed psychosis and hypergraphia[image: External link], so Coulson had the project shut down. Following Coulson's death, Fury resurrected him using T.A.H.I.T.I., despite the risks, and had Coulson's memories of the project replaced so that he could move on with a healthy life. Coulson puts together a team of agents, and they travel the world dealing with strange new cases. During this time, Hydra is revealed to have[image: External link] infiltrated S.H.I.E.L.D., leading to the latter's demise. Fury makes Coulson the new Director of S.H.I.E.L.D., and tasks him with rebuilding the agency "the right way".

Coulson's involvement with alien materials leads to S.H.I.E.L.D. agents with distrust of secrets and the superhuman attempting to take over the fledgling organization, but Coulson convinces them to let him stay on as Director after helping save hundreds of civilians, and together they defeat a faction of Inhumans, with Coulson losing a hand in the process. Coulson later becomes romantically involved with Rosalind Price, the leader of an anti-Inhuman government taskforce, until her death at the hands of Grant Ward, one of Coulson's former agents. He gets revenge by crushing Ward's chest with his prosthetic hand, a decision that will haunt him. Following the signing of[image: External link] the Sokovia Accords[image: External link], S.H.I.E.L.D. is re-legitimized, with the still officially dead Coulson replaced as director by Jeffrey Mace. Later, Coulson allows himself to briefly become a Ghost Rider[image: External link] to defeat the artificial intelligence Aida[image: External link]. He and his teammates are later abducted, with Coulson ending up on a space station[image: External link].
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 Digital series




Further information: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot


After stepping down as director of S.H.I.E.L.D. following season three of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., Coulson appears in Slingshot to offer advice to S.H.I.E.L.D. asset Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez.[1]
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 Concept and creation




Phil Coulson was created by Mark Fergus, Hawk Ostby, Art Marcum, and Matt Holloway for Iron Man, the first film in the MCU.[3][4] Coulson was the first S.H.I.E.L.D. agent introduced in the MCU, and was portrayed by Clark Gregg, who was offered a three-picture deal. Gregg initially balked at this due to the character only being known as "Agent" and having few lines, but recognized Marvel's plan for an interconnected universe.[5] Gregg went on to play the character in Iron Man 2, Thor, and The Avengers.[6]

Throughout the films, Coulson is generally depicted as a supporting character of the protagonists and used to represent S.H.I.E.L.D.'s presence, to the point that Gregg has described Coulson as "the S.H.I.E.L.D. agent". However, for the Marvel One-Shot[image: External link] short films The Consultant[image: External link] and A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer[image: External link], Coulson is given "a chance to stand in his own spotlight for once". This was a "natural" move for co-producer Brad Winderbaum, who wanted to "paint a picture of S.H.I.E.L.D. pulling the strings and being responsible for some of the events we've seen in the films. What better character to represent this idea than Agent Coulson, the first S.H.I.E.L.D. agent we were introduced to?"[6]

At the 2012 New York Comic Con, Joss Whedon and Kevin Feige announced that Gregg would be starring as Coulson in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., despite the character dying in The Avengers, with Whedon saying "He's headlining the S.H.I.E.L.D. show and always was."[7] Gregg said of Whedon's explanation for Coulson's resurrection, "I found it so fascinating and so true to the world of the comics and mythology in general as I understand them that I was immediately in."[8] Regarding the amount of creative input he has over the character in the series, Gregg said, "I have meetings with [the showrunners] once or twice a year and talk about what the big ideas are ... They're really responsive to the fact that I've been involved with this person four, five years longer than them, but ... I have no complaints with what they're doing."[9]

Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. costume designer Ann Foley described Coulson as a "company man", wearing suits in "the S.H.I.E.L.D. palette—grey, black and navy with a distinct but subtle pattern." Foley did note "subtle changes" in Coulson's costuming in the series from the films, such as streamlined suits and "more slick" ties, "now that [he] is back after being 'killed' by Loki".[10] After Coulson's hand is cut off in the second season finale, which was realized by having a mechanical axe cut through a "faux arm made of tripe wrapped around a chicken thigh", Gregg described it as "heavy ... one of those things where you’re having the practical difficulty your character does. People were handing me stuff, like files, and I couldn’t really open them without using my nose."[11] This practicality issue continued with the prosthetic hand Coulson subsequently has to use, with Gregg saying "the reality informs the thing. It’s really hard to figure out how to use this prosthetic, and that’s what Phil Coulson’s going through ... I’m hoping it evolves at some point."[12] Gregg also noted that in the third season Coulson would be wearing more casual clothes, partly because "he can’t even seem to tie a tie" with his new hand.[13] The prosthetic hand evolves throughout the season, with a later iteration projecting an energy shield, inspired by a similar one[image: External link] used in the comics by Captain America[image: External link].[14] The energy shield was created by Cosa, one of the series' visual effects vendors.[15]

There had been considerations for Coulson to return in Iron Man 3 and Thor: The Dark World,[16] but the character is not slated to appear in any more films.[17] Whedon asserts, "As far as the fiction of the movies, Coulson is dead",[18] elaborating that "generally I feel like the S.H.I.E.L.D. audience and The Avengers audiences are not actually the same group, necessarily," and so the films would have to explain Coulson's resurrection again for the film-only audience if he were to be reintroduced.[19]
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 Characterization




Gregg has stated, "I think of Agent Coulson, after all these years, as a guy with a full life. I think every day he's somewhere doing something for S.H.I.E.L.D., and yet I don't always know what that is... There's always a different twist. In this one he gets to show more of his wisecracking wit, and in this one he's a little bit more of a badass."[6] Despite Coulson being called "the most recognizable face in the Marvel Comics movie universe", he is depicted as an " everyman[image: External link]" in a universe full of superheroes—"the glue that binds" the characters together. Gregg explained his portrayal of the character as "just a guy grumbling about his job ... he's tasked with handling these kind of diva superheroes, you know? 'Oh, really, Asgard? Dude, just get in the car.'"[20]

On whether the resurrected Coulson would be the same as before he died, Gregg said "I don’t know how you could not change going through what he went through. I think if he hadn’t gone through some kind of change, it wouldn’t be any good. That said, I don’t know if he understands how much he’s changed."[8] Later exploring some of those changes, Gregg stated "In some ways, he kinda finds himself not nearly as cold or ruthless as he would like to be, or as he has been. And at the same time, putting together this team, he feels driven by motives inside of himself that he can't quite always make sense of and that feels very new to him."[22]

After Coulson was promoted to Director of S.H.I.E.L.D., Gregg said "He kind of got his dream job that I don’t even think he would have ever dreamed he would be given ... he’s got a little bit more of an idealistic, big hearted side of him [than Nick Fury does], some of which is going to be extinguished by the hard decisions he has to make." Speaking about the evolving nature of Coulson's relationship with his team, Gregg said "There’s a way he can afford an intimacy with all of them when they’re part of a small, elite squad on the Bus. It’s different than what’s possible for him as Director of S.H.I.E.L.D."[21] Discussing Coulson's character progression through three seasons in relation to him killing Ward on the alien planet, executive producer Jeffrey Bell said, "First season Coulson would have beat Ward up and then thrown him over his shoulder and brought him back to Earth and locked him away. Season two Coulson would have defeated him and left him there on the other planet to fend for himself," while season three Coulson paused while the portal to Earth was already closing to take the time to kill Ward.[23]

For the fourth season, Coulson is demoted back to field agent status. Gregg said that the reasoning for this "makes sense given that S.H.I.E.L.D. is coming out of the shadows. There are people that will want their person in charge." He felt that Coulson would actually prefer this, saying, "I always felt like Coulson was happiest in the field. Neither I nor Coulson loved playing and listening while his agents went into dangerous situations. And there are more dramatic possibilities when you have a boss that you have to deal with."[24]
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 Reception




In his review for Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s first season, Evan Valentine at Collider named Clark Gregg as one of the high points of the series, noting that the actor was "one positive I consistently point out in each and every episode". Valentine stated that "What made us fall in love with the character from the first Iron Man to his death in The Avengers is still alive and kicking. Coulson was able to throw out quips like none other, while also turning on a dime, and expressing serious rage in moments ... Gregg raises the S.H.I.E.L.D. banner high".[25] Reviewing the episode "The Writing on the Wall[image: External link]", which concluded the majority of Coulson's storyline in the series up to that point, Kevin Fitzpatrick of Screen Crush praised how Coulson had become "unglued" throughout the series, which had "pushed the newly-minted director into some dark places".[26] Eric Goldman, reviewing for IGN, was also positive of the "unhinged version of Coulson",[27] as well as the more serious leadership role the character took on for the second season, with Goldman finding Coulson's decision in "Making Friends and Influencing People[image: External link]" that Donnie Gill[image: External link] "either went with them or had to be taken out" to be especially notable.[28]
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 Other appearances
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 Animation





	Coulson makes a by-name cameo appearance in the Iron Man: Armored Adventures[image: External link] episode "Extremis" as one of the S.H.I.E.L.D. agents encountering (and getting knocked down by) the just-mutated renegade agent Mallen[image: External link].[29]


	It was announced at the 2011 San Diego Comic-Con International that Gregg would return to voice Phil Coulson in the cartoon series[image: External link] Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link], where he appears as a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent and Peter Parker's school principal[image: External link]. He appears in season 1 and 2.[30][31]


	He has a brief cameo in the anime[image: External link] Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers[image: External link] where he is shown in episode 1 of the series showing the facilities include a supervillain prison S.H.I.E.L.D.
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 Comic books





	Phil Coulson first appeared in the mainstream Marvel Universe in Battle Scars[image: External link] #6 (April 2012), in which the character codenamed "Cheese" is revealed to be Coulson.[32] Coulson has gone on to appear in other comics set in the mainstream MU, including in the 2013 Secret Avengers[image: External link] series by Nick Spencer[image: External link] and Luke Ross[image: External link],[33] and in Thor: God of Thunder in 2014.[34]


	The comic book continuation of The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes[image: External link] animated television series is told from the perspective of Coulson, despite not appearing as a character in the original show.

	In 2014, the Ultimate version of Phil Coulson debuted in the Ultimate FF[image: External link] series.[35]


	He has appeared in Deadpool[image: External link], assisting S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Preston and paying Deadpool for his earlier services to S.H.I.E.L.D.

	In July 2014 at San Diego Comic Con International, Marvel Comics announced an ongoing series titled S.H.I.E.L.D., to be set in the mainstream Marvel Universe, and written by Mark Waid, beginning December 2014. The series is led by Coulson, and sees the canonical introduction of characters that originated from Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D, to which Waid said, "This is our chance to introduce a lot of the other characters into the Marvel Universe, and give them the Marvel Universe spin." Waid described the series as "done-in-one. Coulson and his team have a mission, and if we need someone for a mission, everyone in the Marvel Universe is available as a potential Agent."[36] In this series, Coulson is the Supreme Commander of Special Operations for S.H.I.E.L.D. under Director Maria Hill.

	In November 2015, a 17th century version of Coulson appeared in the series 1602: Witch Hunter Angela.
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 Video games





	Phil Coulson appears as a playable character in Marvel Super Hero Squad Online[image: External link], voiced by Tom Kenny[image: External link].

	Phil Coulson appears as a non-player character[image: External link] in Marvel Heroes[image: External link] with Clark Gregg reprising his role.

	Phil Coulson appears as a non-player character in Marvel: Avengers Alliance.

	Phil Coulson appears as a non-player character in Marvel: Avengers Alliance Tactics.

	Phil Coulson appears as a non-player character in Marvel: Avengers Alliance 2.

	Phil Coulson appears in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link], with Clark Gregg reprising his role. His character becomes playable after the completion of a side mission involving him overseeing Doctor Octopus' community service of fixing the offices of the Daily Bugle. His attack is the "Destroyer Gun" he used against Loki in The Avengers.[37]


	Phil Coulson is playable in Marvel: Future Fight.

	Phil Coulson appears in Lego Marvel's Avengers, again voiced by Clark Gregg.

	Phil Coulson appears as a playable character in Marvel Avengers Academy[image: External link].

	Phil Coulson is a playable character in the match-three mobile game Marvel Puzzle Quest[image: External link]. He was added to the game in February 2017.[38]
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Clark Gregg






Robert Clark Gregg (born April 2, 1962), known professionally as Clark Gregg, is an American actor, director, screenwriter and voice actor. He is best known for the role of Agent Phil Coulson in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. He has appeared in Iron Man (2008), Iron Man 2 (2010), Thor (2011), The Avengers (2012), and the television series Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. being the actor with the longest screen time in the MCU. He also voices the character on the animated television series Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link] and in the video games Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link], Lego Marvel Avengers[image: External link] and Marvel Heroes[image: External link].

Gregg has also co-starred as Christine Campbell[image: External link]'s ex-husband Richard in the CBS[image: External link] sitcom The New Adventures of Old Christine[image: External link], which debuted in March 2006 and concluded in May 2010. He also played FBI Special Agent Mike Casper[image: External link] on the NBC[image: External link] series The West Wing[image: External link] and Cam, the on-and-off boyfriend of Jack (and client of Grace) on the NBC series Will & Grace[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life




Gregg was born April 2, 1962 in Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link],[1] the son of Mary Layne (née Shine) and Robert Clark Gregg, an Episcopal priest and Stanford University[image: External link] professor.[2][3][4] Because his family relocated frequently, he had lived in seven cities by the time he was 17. He attended high school in Chapel Hill, North Carolina[image: External link], where his father was a professor at nearby Duke University[image: External link].[5][6] He attended Ohio Wesleyan University[image: External link] for two years before dropping out and moving to Manhattan[image: External link]. He worked various jobs, such as being a bar back, a security guard at the Guggenheim Museum, and a parking valet at a restaurant.[7] He later enrolled at New York University[image: External link]'s Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link], where he studied drama and English, and graduated in 1986.[8]
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 Career




Gregg was a founding member, and later artistic director, of the off-Broadway Atlantic Theater Company[image: External link], which formed in 1983. Gregg has been featured in a number of supporting roles in films, such as Lovely & Amazing[image: External link], The Human Stain[image: External link], and In Good Company[image: External link], and a number of guest spots on TV series, such as Will & Grace[image: External link], Sports Night[image: External link], Sex and the City[image: External link] and The West Wing[image: External link]. He also wrote the screenplay for the 2000 thriller What Lies Beneath[image: External link].[8]

He is the director and screenwriter of the 2008 film Choke[image: External link], based on the Chuck Palahniuk[image: External link] novel of the same name[image: External link], starring Sam Rockwell.[9] Gregg consulted his father, a retired religion professor at Stanford[image: External link], for the quotation from Saint Paul[image: External link]'s letter to the Galatians[image: External link] which Gregg used in Choke.[10] Gregg's father is also the former chaplain at Stanford Memorial Church[image: External link].

In 2008, Gregg appeared in the film Iron Man as S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Phil Coulson.[11] In 2010, Gregg reprised his role as Agent Coulson for Iron Man 2. Gregg had since signed up for a multiple film deal as the character with Marvel Studios. In 2011, he returned again as Coulson for Thor.[12] Gregg noted his being a part of the expanding Marvel Cinematic Universe as being very exciting, "Agent Coulson was one of the guys who wasn't really in the comic books, and he was a very kind of small role in Iron Man," he said, "and I was just very lucky that they chose to expand that character and chose to put him more into the universe of it. It's really a blast!"[13] Following on from his appearance in Thor, he again reprised his role in The Avengers. Gregg also stars in a series of Marvel short films that center around his character and can be seen on the Blu-ray releases of the films.

In October 2010, Gregg was part of the cast of a staged reading of Larry Kramer[image: External link]'s The Normal Heart[image: External link] alongside Dylan Walsh[image: External link], Lisa Kudrow[image: External link], and Tate Donovan[image: External link], presented in Los Angeles on the occasion of the play's 25th anniversary (and preceding the play's 2011 Broadway premiere[image: External link], which retained elements of this staged reading); the reading was directed by his father-in-law, Joel Grey[image: External link].[14]

In late October 2012, Joss Whedon, Kevin Feige, and Gregg announced that he would be reprising his role as agent Phil Coulson in the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. series' pilot.[15] On April 20, 2013, Trust Me[image: External link], a film written and directed by Gregg, premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival[image: External link].[16] The film found limited release in the United States in June 2014.
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 Personal life




Gregg has been married since July 21, 2001 to actress Jennifer Grey[image: External link]; the couple co-starred in the Lifetime TV movie Road to Christmas[image: External link]. They have a daughter Stella, born December 3, 2001.[17] He is a sober[image: External link] alcoholic[image: External link], and describes himself as a member of a Jewish family (his wife is Jewish).[18][19] He has a black belt in Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link].[20][21] Gregg and his wife Jennifer Grey were two of the demonstrators at the 2017 Women's March[image: External link] held on January 21, 2017 in Washington, D.C.[image: External link].[22]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1988
	Things Change[image: External link]
	Stage Manager
	



	1989
	Fat Man and Little Boy[image: External link]
	Douglas Panton
	



	1992
	Lana in Love
	Marty
	



	1994
	Ride Me
	Jake Shank
	



	1994
	I Love Trouble[image: External link]
	Darryl Beekman, Jr.
	



	1994
	Clear and Present Danger[image: External link]
	Staff Sergeant
	



	1995
	The Usual Suspects[image: External link]
	Dr. Walters
	



	1995
	Above Suspicion[image: External link]
	Randy
	



	1997
	The Spanish Prisoner[image: External link]
	FBI Sniper
	



	1997
	The Last Time I Committed Suicide[image: External link]
	Cop No. 1
	



	1997
	Six Ways to Sunday[image: External link]
	Benjamin Taft
	



	1998
	The Adventures of Sebastian Cole[image: External link]
	Hank/Henrietta Rossi
	



	1999
	Magnolia[image: External link]
	WDKK Floor Director
	



	2000
	State and Main[image: External link]
	Doug Mackenzie
	



	2001
	Artificial Intelligence: AI[image: External link]
	Supernerd
	



	2001
	Lovely & Amazing[image: External link]
	Bill
	



	2002
	One Hour Photo[image: External link]
	Det. Paul Outerbridge
	



	2002
	We Were Soldiers[image: External link]
	Capt. Tom Metsker
	



	2003
	Northfork[image: External link]
	Mr. Hadfield
	Uncredited



	2003
	11:14[image: External link]
	Officer Hanna
	



	2003
	The Human Stain[image: External link]
	Nelson Primus
	



	2004
	Spartan[image: External link]
	Miller
	



	2004
	In Enemy Hands[image: External link]
	U.S.S. Swordfish: Executive Officer Teddy Goodman
	



	2004
	In Good Company[image: External link]
	Mark Steckle
	



	2006
	When a Stranger Calls[image: External link]
	Ben Johnson
	



	2006
	Bickford Shmeckler's Cool Ideas[image: External link]
	Publisher
	



	2006
	Hoot[image: External link]
	Chuck Muckle
	



	2007
	In the Land of Women[image: External link]
	Nelson Hardwicke
	



	2007
	The Air I Breathe[image: External link]
	Henry
	



	2008
	Choke[image: External link]
	Lord High Charlie
	Also writer and director



	2008
	Iron Man
	Agent Phil Coulson
	



	2009
	(500) Days of Summer[image: External link]
	Vance
	



	2010
	Iron Man 2
	Agent Phil Coulson
	



	2011
	Thor
	



	2011
	Mr. Popper's Penguins[image: External link]
	Nat Jones
	



	2011
	Marvel One-Shot: The Consultant[image: External link]
	Agent Phil Coulson
	Short



	2011
	Marvel One-Shot: A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer[image: External link]



	2012
	The Avengers
	Saturn Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]



	2012
	Much Ado About Nothing[image: External link]
	Leonato
	



	2012
	Light Years
	Mr. Markovic
	



	2013
	The To Do List[image: External link]
	Judge George Klark
	



	2013
	Labor Day[image: External link]
	Gerald
	



	2013
	Trust Me[image: External link]
	Howard Holloway
	Also writer and director



	2014
	Very Good Girls[image: External link]
	Edward Berger
	



	2017
	Live by Night[image: External link]
	Chief Inspector Calvin Bordurant
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1988
	Lip Service
	Stage Manager
	TV Movie



	1991
	Law & Order[image: External link]
	Patrick Dunne
	Episode: "Life Choice"



	1991
	Shannon's Deal[image: External link]
	Mercer
	2 episodes



	1991
	A Woman Named Jackie[image: External link]
	Ken O'Donnell[image: External link]
	TV Mini-series



	1993
	The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles[image: External link]
	Dickinson
	Episode: "Princeton, February 1916"



	1994
	The George Carlin Show[image: External link]
	Dad
	Episode: "George Does A Bad Thing"



	1995
	Tyson[image: External link]
	Kevin Rooney[image: External link]
	TV Movie



	1995
	The Commish[image: External link]
	Tom Cannon
	2 episodes



	1995
	Central Park West[image: External link]
	Manager
	Episode: "Behind Your Back"



	1996
	Touched by an Angel[image: External link]
	Don Dudey
	Episode: "Lost and Found"



	2000
	Sports Night[image: External link]
	The Stranger (a/k/a Calvin Trager)
	Season 2, Episodes 21 "La Forza Del Destino" & 22 "Quo Vadimus"



	2000
	Sex and the City[image: External link]
	Harris Bragen
	Episode: "Don't Ask, Don't Tell"



	2000
	The Practice[image: External link]
	Julie McGrath's Brother
	Episode: "Brother's Keepers"



	2001
	The West Wing[image: External link]
	FBI Special Agent Michael Casper
	8 episodes



	2002
	My Sister's Keeper
	Harvey
	TV Movie



	2002
	Live from Baghdad[image: External link]
	Eason Jordan
	TV Movie



	2003
	Will & Grace[image: External link]
	Cam
	Episode: "May Divorce Be with You"



	2004
	The Shield[image: External link]
	William Faulks
	2 episodes



	2005
	CSI: NY[image: External link]
	D.A. Allen McShane
	Episode: "The Fall"



	2006
	The Road to Christmas[image: External link]
	Tom Pullman
	TV Movie



	2006–2010
	The New Adventures of Old Christine[image: External link]
	Richard Campbell
	Main cast

88 episodes



	2012–2017
	Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link]
	Agent Phil Coulson / Principal Coulson (voice)
	Main cast

29 episodes



	2013–present
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Agent/Director Phil Coulson
	Main cast

88 episodes



	2013
	Comedy Bang! Bang![image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode: "Clark Gregg Wears a Navy Blazer & White Collared Shirt"



	2016
	BattleBots[image: External link]
	Himself
	Season 7
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 Video games






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2013
	LEGO Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link]
	Agent Phil Coulson
	Voice only



	2013
	Marvel Heroes[image: External link]



	2016
	Lego Marvel's Avengers
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result



	2000
	Film Independent Spirit Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Male
	The Adventures of Sebastian Cole
	Nominated



	National Board of Review Award[image: External link]
	Best Acting by an Ensemble Shared with Alec Baldwin[image: External link], Charles Durning[image: External link], Jim Frangione, Vincent Guastaferro, Michael Higgins[image: External link], Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link], Ricky Jay[image: External link], Jonathan Katz[image: External link], Linda Kimbrough, Jordan Lage, Morris Lamore, Patti LuPone[image: External link], William H. Macy[image: External link], Michael James O'Boyle, Sarah Jessica Parker[image: External link], David Paymer[image: External link], Rebecca Pidgeon[image: External link], Charlotte Potok, Lionel Mark Smith[image: External link], Allen Soule, and Julia Stiles[image: External link]
	State and Main
	Won



	2001
	Online Film Critics Society Award[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble Cast Performance Shared with Alec Baldwin[image: External link], Charles Durning[image: External link], Jim Frangione, Vincent Guastaferro, Michael Higgins[image: External link], Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link], Ricky Jay[image: External link], Jonathan Katz[image: External link], Linda Kimbrough, Jordan Lage, Morris Lamore, Patti LuPone[image: External link], William H. Macy[image: External link], Michael James O'Boyle, Sarah Jessica Parker[image: External link], David Paymer[image: External link], Rebecca Pidgeon[image: External link], Charlotte Potok, Lionel Mark Smith[image: External link], Allen Soule, and Julia Stiles[image: External link]
	Won



	Florida Film Critics Circle Award[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble Cast[image: External link] Shared with Alec Baldwin[image: External link], Charles Durning[image: External link], Jim Frangione, Vincent Guastaferro, Michael Higgins[image: External link], Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link], Ricky Jay[image: External link], Jonathan Katz[image: External link], Linda Kimbrough, Jordan Lage, Morris Lamore, Patti LuPone[image: External link], William H. Macy[image: External link], Michael James O'Boyle, Sarah Jessica Parker[image: External link], David Paymer[image: External link], Rebecca Pidgeon[image: External link], Charlotte Potok, Lionel Mark Smith[image: External link], Allen Soule, and Julia Stiles[image: External link]
	Won



	2008
	Sundance Film Festival[image: External link]
	Grand Jury Prize - Dramatic[image: External link]
	Choke
	Nominated



	Special Jury Prize: Dramatic, Work by an Ensemble Cast[image: External link] Shared with Sam Rockwell, Jonah Bobo[image: External link], Anjelica Huston[image: External link], Kelly Macdonald[image: External link], Brad William Henke[image: External link], Paz de la Huerta[image: External link], Gillian Jacobs[image: External link], Bijou Phillips[image: External link], and Joel Grey[image: External link]
	Won



	2013
	Saturn Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	The Avengers
	Won
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The Avengers (2012 film)






Marvel's The Avengers[4] (classified under the name Marvel Avengers Assemble in the United Kingdom and Ireland),[1][5] or simply The Avengers, is a 2012 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics superhero team of the same name, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures.1 It is the sixth film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. The film was written and directed by Joss Whedon and features an ensemble cast[image: External link] that includes Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans[image: External link], Mark Ruffalo[image: External link], Chris Hemsworth[image: External link], Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Jeremy Renner[image: External link], Tom Hiddleston[image: External link], Clark Gregg, Cobie Smulders, Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link], and Samuel L. Jackson. In the film, Nick Fury, director of the peacekeeping organization S.H.I.E.L.D., recruits Iron Man, Captain America[image: External link], the Hulk, and Thor[image: External link] to form a team that must stop Thor's brother Loki from subjugating Earth.

The film's development began when Marvel Studios received a loan from Merrill Lynch in April 2005. After the success of the film Iron Man in May 2008, Marvel announced that The Avengers would be released in July 2011. With the signing of Johansson in March 2009, the film was pushed back for a 2012 release. Whedon was brought on board in April 2010 and rewrote the original screenplay by Zak Penn. Production began in April 2011 in Albuquerque, New Mexico, before moving to Cleveland, Ohio, in August and New York City in September. The film was converted to 3D in post-production.

The Avengers premiered on April 11, 2012, at Hollywood's El Capitan Theatre[image: External link] and was released theatrically in the United States on May 4, 2012. The film received positive reviews from critics, as well as numerous awards and nominations[image: External link] including Academy Award[image: External link] and BAFTA[image: External link] nominations for achievements in visual effects. It has set or tied numerous box office records, including the biggest opening weekend[image: External link] in North America. The Avengers grossed over $1.5 billion worldwide, and became the third-highest-grossing film[image: External link] during its theatrical run—as well as the first Marvel production to generate $1 billion in ticket sales. The film was released on Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on September 25, 2012. A sequel, titled Avengers: Age of Ultron, was released on May 1, 2015, while two additional sequels, Avengers: Infinity War and an untitled sequel, are currently in development, with Infinity War scheduled for a May 4, 2018 release date, and its sequel scheduled to be released on May 3, 2019.
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The Asgardian Loki encounters the Other, the leader of an extraterrestrial race known as the Chitauri[image: External link]. In exchange for retrieving the Tesseract,2 a powerful energy source of unknown potential, the Other promises Loki an army with which he can subjugate Earth. Nick Fury, director of the espionage agency S.H.I.E.L.D., and his lieutenant Agent Maria Hill arrive at a remote research facility during an evacuation, where physicist Dr. Erik Selvig is leading a research team experimenting on the Tesseract. Agent Phil Coulson explains that the object has begun radiating an unusual form of energy. The Tesseract suddenly activates and opens a wormhole[image: External link], allowing Loki to reach Earth. Loki takes the Tesseract and uses his scepter to enslave Selvig and a couple of other agents, including Clint Barton, to aid him in his getaway.

In response to the attack, Fury reactivates the "Avengers Initiative". Agent Natasha Romanoff is sent to Calcutta[image: External link] to recruit Dr. Bruce Banner to trace the Tesseract through its gamma radiation[image: External link] emissions. Coulson visits Tony Stark to have him review Selvig's research, and Fury approaches Steve Rogers[image: External link] with an assignment to retrieve the Tesseract.

In Stuttgart[image: External link], Barton steals iridium[image: External link] needed to stabilize the Tesseract's power while Loki causes a distraction, leading to a brief confrontation with Rogers, Stark, and Romanoff that ends with Loki's surrender. While Loki is being escorted to S.H.I.E.L.D., Thor[image: External link], his adoptive brother, arrives and frees him, hoping to convince him to abandon his plan and return to Asgard. After a confrontation with Stark and Rogers, Thor agrees to take Loki to S.H.I.E.L.D.'s flying aircraft carrier, the Helicarrier[image: External link]. Upon arrival, Loki is imprisoned while Banner and Stark attempt to locate the Tesseract.

The Avengers become divided, both over how to approach Loki and the revelation that S.H.I.E.L.D. plans to harness the Tesseract to develop weapons as a deterrent against hostile extraterrestrials. As the group argues, Barton and Loki's other possessed agents attack the Helicarrier, disabling one of its engines in flight and causing Banner to transform into the Hulk. Stark and Rogers work to restart the damaged engine, and Thor attempts to stop the Hulk's rampage. Romanoff fights Barton, and knocks him unconscious, breaking Loki's mind control. Loki escapes after killing Coulson and ejecting Thor from the airship, while the Hulk falls to the ground after attacking a S.H.I.E.L.D. fighter jet. Fury uses Coulson's death to motivate the Avengers into working as a team. Stark and Rogers realize that for Loki, simply defeating them will not be enough; he needs to overpower them publicly to validate himself as ruler of Earth. Loki uses the Tesseract, in conjunction with a device Selvig built, to open a wormhole above Stark Tower[image: External link] to the Chitauri fleet in space, launching his invasion.

Rogers, Stark, Romanoff, Barton, and Thor rally in defense of New York City, the wormhole's location. Banner arrives and transforms into the Hulk, and together the Avengers battle the Chitauri while evacuating civilians. The Hulk finds Loki and beats him into submission. Romanoff makes her way to the wormhole generator, where Selvig, freed from Loki's mind control, reveals that Loki's scepter can be used to shut down the generator. Meanwhile, Fury's superiors attempt to end the invasion by launching a nuclear missile at Midtown Manhattan[image: External link]. Stark intercepts the missile and takes it through the wormhole toward the Chitauri fleet. The missile detonates, destroying the Chitauri mothership and disabling their forces on Earth. Stark's suit runs out of power, and he falls back through the wormhole just as Romanoff closes it. Stark goes into freefall, but the Hulk saves him from crashing into the ground. In the aftermath, Thor returns Loki and the Tesseract to Asgard, while Fury expresses confidence that the Avengers will return if and when they are needed.

In a mid-credits scene, the Other confers with his master[image: External link]3 about the failed attack on Earth. In a post-credits scene[image: External link], the Avengers eat in silence at a shawarma[image: External link] restaurant.
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Robert Downey Jr. as Tony Stark / Iron Man:
A self-described genius, billionaire, playboy[image: External link], and philanthropist[image: External link] with an electromechanical suit of armor[image: External link] of his own invention. Downey was cast as part of his four-picture deal with Marvel Studios, which includes Iron Man 2 and The Avengers.[6] Downey said that he initially pushed Whedon to make Stark the lead: "Well, I said, 'I need to be in the opening sequence. I don't know what you're thinking, but Tony needs to drive this thing.' He was like, 'Okay, let's try that.' We tried it and it didn't work, because this is a different sort of thing, the story and the idea and the theme is the theme, and everybody is just an arm of the octopus."[7] About the character's evolution from previous films, Downey said, "In Iron Man, which was an origin story, he was his own epiphany and redemption of sorts. Iron Man 2 is all about not being an island, dealing with legacy issues and making space for others. . . In The Avengers, he's throwing it down with the others".[8]




	
Chris Evans[image: External link] as Steve Rogers / Captain America[image: External link]:
A World War II[image: External link] veteran who was enhanced to the peak of human physicality by an experimental serum and frozen in suspended animation before waking up in the modern world. Evans was cast as part of a deal to star in three Marvel films, in addition to The Avengers.[9] Evans said that Steve Rogers is much darker in The Avengers: "It's just about him trying to come to terms with the modern world. You've got to imagine, it's enough of a shock to accept the fact that you're in a completely different time, but everybody you know is dead. Everybody you cared about. . . He was a soldier, obviously, everybody he went to battle with, all of his brothers in arms, they're all dead. He's just lonely. I think in the beginning it's a fish-out-of-water scene, and it's tough. It's a tough pill for him to swallow. Then comes trying to find a balance with the modern world."[7] Regarding the dynamic between Rogers and Tony Stark, Evans said, "I think there's certainly a dichotomy—this kind of friction between myself and Tony Stark, they're polar opposites. One guy is flash and spotlight and smooth, and the other guy is selfless and in the shadows and kind of quiet and they have to get along. They explore that, and it's pretty fun."[10]




	
Mark Ruffalo[image: External link] as Bruce Banner / Hulk:
A genius scientist who, because of exposure to gamma radiation[image: External link], transforms into a monster when enraged or agitated. Ruffalo, who was considered to play Banner in The Incredible Hulk before Edward Norton[image: External link] took the role,[11] was cast after negotiations between Marvel and Norton broke down.[12] About replacing Norton, Ruffalo said, "I'm a friend of Ed's, and yeah, that wasn't a great way for all that to go down. But the way I see it is that Ed has bequeathed this part to me. I look at it as my generation's Hamlet[image: External link]." About the character, he said, "He's a guy struggling with two sides of himself—the dark and the light—and everything he does in his life is filtered through issues of control. I grew up on the Bill Bixby TV series[image: External link], which I thought was a really nuanced and real human way to look at the Hulk. I like that the part has those qualities".[13] Regarding the Hulk's place on the team, Ruffalo said, "He's like the teammate none of them are sure they want on their team. He's a loose cannon. It's like, 'Just throw a grenade in the middle of the group and let's hope it turns out well!"[14] This is the first production in which the actor playing Banner also plays the Hulk. Ruffalo told New York[image: External link] magazine, "I'm really excited. No one's ever played the Hulk exactly; they've always done CGI. They're going to do the Avatar stop-action, stop-motion capture. So I'll actually play the Hulk. That'll be fun".[15] The 3D model[image: External link] used to create the Hulk's body was modeled after Long Island[image: External link] bodybuilder and male stripper Steve Romm, while the Hulk's face was modeled after Ruffalo.[16] To create the Hulk's voice, Ruffalo's voice was blended with those of Lou Ferrigno[image: External link] and others;[17] however, the Hulk's only speaking line ("Puny god.") was provided solely by Ruffalo.[18]




	
Chris Hemsworth[image: External link] as Thor[image: External link]:
The crown prince[image: External link] of Asgard, based on the Norse mythological[image: External link] deity of the same name[image: External link]. Hemsworth was cast as part of a multiple movie deal.[19] He had previously worked with Joss Whedon on The Cabin in the Woods[image: External link].[20] Hemsworth said that he was able to maintain the strength he built up for Thor by increasing his food intake, consisting of chicken breasts, fish, steak, and eggs every day. When asked exactly how much, Hemsworth said, "My body weight in protein pretty much!"[21] He remarked that Thor's motivation "is much more of a personal one, in the sense that it's his brother that is stirring things up. Whereas everyone else, it's some bad guy who they've gotta take down. It's a different approach for me, or for Thor. He's constantly having to battle the greater good and what he should do vs. it's his little brother there. . . I've been frustrated with my brothers at times, or family, but I'm the only one who is allowed to be angry at them. There's a bit of that."[7]




	
Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow:
A highly trained spy working for S.H.I.E.L.D.[22] About the character and her relationship with Hawkeye, Johansson said, "Our characters have a long history. They've fought together for a long time in a lot of battles in many different countries. We're the two members of this avenging group who are skilled warriors – we have no superpowers. Black Widow is definitely one of the team, though. She's not in the cast simply to be a romantic foil or eye candy. She's there to fight, so I never felt like I was the only girl. We all have our various skills and it feels equal".[8] Regarding her training, Johansson said, "Even though Iron Man 2 was 'one-for-them,' I'd never done anything like that before. I'd never been physically driven in something, or a part of something so big. For The Avengers, I've spent so many months training with our stunt team, and fighting all the other actors, it's crazy. I do nothing but fight—all the time."[23]




	
Jeremy Renner[image: External link] as Clint Barton / Hawkeye:
A master archer[image: External link] working as an agent for S.H.I.E.L.D.[24][25] Renner said it was a very physical role and that he trained physically and practiced archery as much as possible in preparation.[26] About the role, Renner said, "When I saw Iron Man, I thought that was a really kick-ass approach to superheroes. Then they told me about this Hawkeye character, and I liked how he wasn't really a superhero; he's just a guy with a high skill set. I could connect to that."[8] Regarding Hawkeye's sniper mentality, Renner said, "It's a lonely game. He's an outcast. His only connection is to Scarlett's character, Natasha. It's like a left hand/right hand thing. They coexist, and you need them both, especially when it comes to a physical mission."[8] Renner said Hawkeye is not insecure about his humanity. "Quite the opposite, he's the only one who can really take down the Hulk with his [tranquilizer-tipped] arrows. He knows his limitations. But when it comes down to it, there has to be a sense of confidence in any superhero."[7]




	
Tom Hiddleston[image: External link] as Loki:
Thor's adoptive brother and nemesis, based on the Norse mythological deity of the same name[image: External link].[19] About his character's evolution from the film Thor, Hiddleston said, "I think the Loki we see in The Avengers is further advanced. You have to ask yourself the question: How pleasant an experience is it disappearing into a wormhole that has been created by some kind of super nuclear explosion of his own making? So I think by the time Loki shows up in The Avengers, he's seen a few things."[27] About Loki's motivations, Hiddleston said, "At the beginning of The Avengers, he comes to Earth to subjugate it and his idea is to rule the human race as their king. And like all the delusional autocrats of human history, he thinks this is a great idea because if everyone is busy worshipping him, there will be no wars so he will create some kind of world peace by ruling them as a tyrant. But he is also kind of deluded in the fact that he thinks unlimited power will give him self-respect, so I haven't let go of the fact that he is still motivated by this terrible jealousy and kind of spiritual desolation."[28]




	
Clark Gregg as Phil Coulson:
An agent with S.H.I.E.L.D. who oversees many of the division's field operations.[29] Gregg was cast as part of a multi-picture deal with Marvel.[30] Gregg said his role was expanded in The Avengers: "[What] Agent Coulson had become in terms of the import of this particular story, and how important his job is in bringing the Avengers together, it kind of felt a little surreal, like somebody was playing a prank and that wasn't the real script. But it wasn't, it was the real thing, I got to show up and do that stuff, and it felt like such an amazing payoff to what the journey had been and the fact I had been doing it for five years."[31] Gregg said Whedon provided insight into his character's backstory, particularly about Coulson being a fan of Captain America.[31]




	
Cobie Smulders as Maria Hill:
A high-ranking agent with S.H.I.E.L.D. who works closely with Nick Fury.[32] Smulders, whom Joss Whedon once considered for his unproduced live-action Wonder Woman film[image: External link], was selected from a short list of potential actresses including Morena Baccarin[image: External link]. Smulders' deal would integrate her into nine films.[33][34] Regarding her preparation, Smulders said, "I hired this amazing black-ops trainer to teach me how to hold a gun, take me to a shooting range, how to hit, how to hold myself, how to walk and basically how to look. I don't do a ton of fighting in the movie, which is why I wasn't offered a trainer, but I wanted to look like I had the ability to."[35] On relating to the character, Smulders said, "I can relate to her being a mom and being a businesswoman and trying to work full-time and raising a family and having a career. We're asked to do a lot of things these days. I feel she is just all about her job and keeping things going."[36]




	
Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link] as Erik Selvig:
An astrophysicist and a friend of Thor under Loki's control, who is studying the Tesseract's power.[37][38] Regarding Loki's control over Selvig, Skarsgård said, "Well with the scene we did in Thor, it was like Loki, one way or the other, entered Erik's mind. And in Avengers, you will see more clarity in how Loki is using Erik's mind."[38] About his role, he said, "[My character] is of importance but the size of the role is not big."[38]




	
Samuel L. Jackson as Nick Fury:
The director of S.H.I.E.L.D., who was revealed in previous films to be coordinating the "Avengers Initiative". Jackson was brought to the project with a deal containing an option to play the character in up to nine Marvel films.[39] Jackson said he does more in The Avengers than in any of the previous films: "You don't have to wait until the end of the movie to see me". About the role, Jackson said, "It's always good to play somebody [who] is a positive in society as opposed to somebody who is a negative. . . I tried to make him as honest to the story and as honest to what real-life would seem." Jackson compared the character to Ordell in Jackie Brown[image: External link], calling him "a nice guy to hang out with. You just don't want to cross him".[40]






Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link] and Maximiliano Hernández reprise their roles from previous films as Pepper Potts[image: External link] and Jasper Sitwell, respectively. Paul Bettany returns to voice J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] Frequent Whedon collaborator Alexis Denisof[image: External link] portrays the Other, and Damion Poitier[image: External link] portrays his master, Thanos[image: External link] (unnamed in the film), in a post-credit scene.[41] Powers Boothe and Jenny Agutter[image: External link] appear as members of the World Security Council.[42][43] Avengers co-creator Stan Lee has a cameo appearance in a news report. Harry Dean Stanton[image: External link] cameos as a security guard, and Polish film director Jerzy Skolimowski[image: External link] appears as Georgi Luchkov[image: External link], Romanoff's interrogator.[44] Enver Gjokaj, who later went on to play Agent Daniel Sousa in the series Agent Carter, appears as a police officer.[45]
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Avi Arad, the CEO of Marvel Studios, first announced plans to develop the film in April 2005, after Marvel Enterprises declared independence by allying with Merrill Lynch to produce a slate of films that would be distributed by Paramount Pictures.[47] Marvel discussed their plans in a brief presentation to Wall Street[image: External link] analysts; the studio's intention was to release individual films for the main characters—to establish their identities and familiarize audiences with them—before merging the characters together in a crossover film.[48] Screenwriter Zak Penn, who wrote The Incredible Hulk (2008), was hired by Marvel Studios to write the film in June 2007.[49] In the wake of the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link], Marvel negotiated with the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] to ensure that it could create films based on its comic book counterparts, including Captain America, Ant-Man and The Avengers.[50] After the successful release of Iron Man (2008) in May, the company set a July 2011 release date for The Avengers.[51] In September 2008, Marvel Studios reached an agreement with Paramount—an extension of a previous partnership—which gave the company distribution rights for five future Marvel films.[52]

Casting began in October 2008 with Downey's signing.[6] Though Don Cheadle[image: External link] was also reported to be reprising his Iron Man 2 role of War Machine[image: External link] for The Avengers, he later stated that he did not think the character would appear in the film.[6][53] At the same time, two major prospects occurred for Marvel: Jon Favreau was brought in as an executive producer for the film,[6] and the company signed a long-term lease with Raleigh Studios to produce three other big-budget films—Iron Man 2, Thor (2011), and Captain America: The First Avenger (2011)—at their Manhattan Beach, California[image: External link] complex.[54] Lou Ferrigno[image: External link], who voiced Hulk in The Incredible Hulk, stated that he would be involved in the film.[55] In February 2009, Samuel L. Jackson signed a nine-picture deal with Marvel Entertainment to play Nick Fury in Iron Man 2 and other films.[39] In September 2009, Edward Norton[image: External link], who played Bruce Banner in The Incredible Hulk stated that he was open to returning in the film.[56] The next month, executive producer Jon Favreau stated that he would not direct the film, but would "definitely have input and a say". Favreau also expressed concerns, stating, "It's going to be hard, because I was so involved in creating the world of Iron Man, and Iron Man is very much a tech-based hero, and then with Avengers you're going to be introducing some supernatural aspects because of Thor... [Mixing] the two of those works very well in the comic books, but it's going to take a lot of thoughtfulness to make that all work and not blow the reality that we've created".[57] In March 2009, actress Scarlett Johansson replaced Emily Blunt[image: External link] in portraying Natasha Romanoff in Iron Man 2, a deal that subsequently attached her to The Avengers.[22] The female superhero Wasp[image: External link] was included in an earlier draft of the script written before Johansson's involvement.[58] The following day, Marvel announced that the film's release date had been pushed back to May 4, 2012, almost a full year later.[59] Chris Hemsworth and Tom Hiddleston joined the film's cast in June, returning as Thor and Loki, respectively.[19]

In July 2009, Penn talked about the crossover process, stating, "My job is to kind of shuttle between the different movies and make sure that finally we're mimicking that comic book structure where all of these movies are connected. . . There's just a board that tracks 'Here's where everything that happens in this movie overlaps with that movie'. . . I'm pushing them to do as many animatics as possible to animate the movie, to draw boards so that we're all working off the same visual ideas. But the exigencies of production take first priority".[60]

In January 2010, Marvel Studios chief Kevin Feige was asked if it would be difficult to meld the fantasy of Thor with the high-tech science fiction in Iron Man and The Avengers. "No," he said, "because we're doing the Jack Kirby/Stan Lee/Walt Simonson[image: External link]/J. Michael Straczynski[image: External link] Thor. We're not doing the blow-the-dust-off-of-the-old-Norse-book-in-your-library Thor. And in the Thor of the Marvel Universe, there's a race called the Asgardians. And we're linked through this Tree of Life that we're unaware of. It's real science, but we don't know about it yet. The 'Thor' movie is about teaching people that".[61] In March, it was reported that Penn had completed the first draft of the script, and that Marvel editor-in-chief Joe Quesada and Avengers comic-book writer Brian Michael Bendis had received copies.[62] Also in March, Chris Evans[image: External link] accepted an offer to play Captain America in three films including The Avengers.[9]
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By April 2010, Joss Whedon was close to completing a deal to direct the film and to rework Penn's script,[63] and was officially announced in July 2010.[64] When Whedon received Penn's draft, he told Feige he felt the studio did not "have anything" and they should "pretend this draft never happened". Whedon went on to write a five page treatment of his plan for the film, and created the tagline "Avengers: Some Assembly Required", riffing on the "Avengers Assemble" slogan from the comic books. Marvel quickly began working to sign Whedon to write and direct, only stipulating that he include the Avengers against Loki, a battle among the heroes in the middle, a battle against the villains at the end, and he get the movie done for its May 2012 release.[65] On the hiring, Arad stated: "My personal opinion is that Joss will do a fantastic job. He loves these characters and is a fantastic writer... It's part of his life so you know he is going to protect it... I expect someone like him is going to make the script even better".[66] Feige added, "I've known Joss for many years. We were looking for the right thing and he came in and met on it... we want[ed] to find a director that’s on the verge of doing something great, as we think Joss is."[67] Whedon stated at the 2010 San Diego Comic-Con International, that what drew him to the film is that he loves how "these people shouldn't be in the same room let alone on the same team—and that is the definition of family".[68]

The casting process continued into much of 2010, with the additions of Jeremy Renner[image: External link],[24] Mark Ruffalo[image: External link],[12] and Clark Gregg.[29] Ruffalo replaced Edward Norton, whom Marvel declined to have back.[69] "We have made the decision to not bring Ed Norton back to portray the title role of Bruce Banner in The Avengers," stated Feige. "Our decision is definitely not one based on monetary factors, but instead rooted in the need for an actor who embodies the creativity and collaborative spirit of our other talented cast members. The Avengers demands players who thrive working as part of an ensemble, as evidenced by Robert, Chris H, Chris E, Samuel, Scarlett, and all of our talented casts. We are looking to announce a name actor who fulfills these requirements, and is passionate about the iconic role in the coming weeks."[70] In response, Norton's agent Brian Swardstrom decried Feige's statement, calling it "purposefully misleading" and an "inappropriate attempt to paint our client in a negative light".[71] In October 2014, Norton claimed it was his own decision never to play Hulk again because he "wanted more diversity" with his career, and did not want to be associated with only one character.[72]

In August 2010, it was reported that Paramount Pictures and Marvel Studios were planning to start shooting in February.[73] Simultaneously, it was declared that the film would be shot in 3D,[74] although Mark Ruffalo later tweeted that this was not the case.[75] In October 2010, Grumman Studios[image: External link] in Bethpage, New York[image: External link][76] and the Steiner Studios[image: External link] in Brooklyn[image: External link], New York City, were announced as filming locations,[77] with set construction slated to begin in November,[76] but as Whedon later explained, "Originally we were supposed to be in Los Angeles, then for a short period we were supposed to be in New York, and then somehow we ended up in Albuquerque."[4] Also that October, Walt Disney Studios agreed to pay Paramount at least $115 million for the worldwide distribution rights to Iron Man 3 and The Avengers.[78] The deal also allowed Paramount to continue to collect the 8 percent box office fee it would have earned for distributing the film and a marquee credit—placement of the company's production logo[image: External link] on marketing materials and the film's opening titles. As a result, the onscreen production credit reads "Marvel Studios presents in association with Paramount Pictures" though the film is solely owned, distributed, financed, and marketed by Disney. Paramount's Epix[image: External link] retained pay TV rights.[79]

In December 2010, Governor of New Mexico Bill Richardson[image: External link] and Marvel Studios Co-president Louis D'Esposito announced The Avengers would film primarily in Albuquerque, New Mexico[image: External link], with principal photography scheduled for April through September 2011. Parts of the film were also scheduled to be shot in Michigan,[80] but a plan to film in Detroit[image: External link] ended after Governor Rick Snyder[image: External link] issued a budget proposal that would eliminate a film tax incentive.[81] Three months later in March, Governor of Ohio John Kasich[image: External link] announced before Mayor Frank G. Jackson[image: External link]'s State of the City address that The Avengers would film in Cleveland[image: External link].[82]

Concept illustrator and designer of Iron Man's Mark VII armor Phil Saunders stated that "Joss Whedon was looking for something that had the 'cool' factor of the suitcase suit [from Iron Man 2], while still being a fully armored, heavy duty suit that could take on an army in the final battle." To that end, Saunders borrowed ideas that had been proposed in Iron Man 2 as well as some ideas that had been abandoned in Iron Man and merged them together in a modular suit that has big ammo packets on the arms and a backpack.[83] The Science & Entertainment Exchange[image: External link] also provided science consultation for the film.[84]

Casting reached its final stages the following year. In February 2011, Cobie Smulders acquired the role of Maria Hill,[34] after participating in screen tests conducted by Marvel for the role of a key S.H.I.E.L.D. member, who Samuel L. Jackson described as Nick Fury's sidekick.[33] Over the successive months, the film's cast expanded to include Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link],[37] Paul Bettany,[85] and Gwyneth Paltrow.[86] Paltrow was cast at Downey's insistence; prior to this, Whedon had not intended the film to include supporting characters from the heroes' individual films, commenting, "You need to separate the characters from their support systems in order to create the isolation you need for a team."[87]
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Principal photography[image: External link] began on April 25, 2011, in Albuquerque[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link],[88] with the working title[image: External link] Group Hug.[89] In June 2011, stuntman Jeremy Fitzgerald injured his head while attempting a stunt involving a 30-foot fall from a building after getting hit by an arrow. A Marvel spokesperson later told TMZ.com[image: External link] that despite the injury, Fitzgerald recovered and continued working on set.[90] The following month, secondary filming[image: External link] took place about an hour outside Pittsburgh[image: External link], Pennsylvania in the Butler area[image: External link].[91] A chase sequence was also shot in Worthington, Pennsylvania[image: External link] at Creekside Mushroom Farms, the world's largest single-site mushroom farm, which provided 150 miles of abandoned limestone tunnels 300 feet below the ground for filming.[92]

Production relocated to Cleveland, Ohio in August 2011, where filming transpired over a period of four weeks. The city's East 9th Street was chosen as a double for New York City's 42nd Street[image: External link] to be used in climactic battle scenes.[93] Army Reserve[image: External link] soldiers assigned to the Columbus, Ohio[image: External link]-based 391st Military Police Battalion[image: External link] provided background action during the battle scenes in Cleveland. Staff Sergeant Michael T. Landis stated the use of real soldiers made the scenes more realistic and helped portray the military in a more positive light, explaining that, "It's easy for us to make on-the-spot corrections to tactics and uniforms, the director actually took our recommendation on one scene and let us all engage the enemy as opposed to only the gunners in the trucks engaging".[94] Filming also took place in the large vacuum chamber[image: External link] at the NASA Plum Brook Station[image: External link] near Sandusky, Ohio[image: External link].[95] The station's Space Power Facility[image: External link] was used to portray a S.H.I.E.L.D. research facility.[96] A series of explosions were filmed at the Chevrolet[image: External link] powertrain plant in Parma, Ohio[image: External link] as part of the battle sequence that began in Cleveland.[97] Scenes from the film were also shot on Public Square[image: External link] and the Detroit–Superior Bridge[image: External link].[98] Public Square's southwest quadrant was turned into Stuttgart, Germany, for filming.[99]

Principal photography concluded in New York City, where filming occurred over two days.[100] Filming locations in New York City included Park Avenue[image: External link] and Central Park[image: External link].[101][102] For scenes taking place in Manhattan, visual effects supervisor Jake Morrison shot aerial footage for over three days to use as background plates, elaborating that his main objective was to "get as much aerial work in as possible for the audience to see the big expanses, the wide establishing shots, while also making sure that the effects work doesn't look too computer generated".[103] "We're getting much better at making entirely computer-generated environments," Morrison explained, "but there is no substitute for starting with a real image and adding what you need."[103]

Cinematographer Seamus McGarvey[image: External link] stated that he composed the frame with a 1.85:1 aspect ratio[image: External link] to cope with the varying heights of the main characters, explaining that "shooting 1.85:1 is kind of unusual for an epic film like this, but we needed the height in the screen to be able to frame in all the characters like Hulk, Captain America and Black Widow, who is much smaller. We had to give them all precedence and width within the frame. Also, Joss [Whedon] knew the final battle sequence was going to be this extravaganza in Manhattan, so the height and vertical scale of the buildings was going to be really important."[104] The film was McGarvey's first venture shooting with a digital camera, the Arri Alexa[image: External link].[104] The Canon EOS 5D Mark II[image: External link] and Canon EOS 7D[image: External link] digital SLR cameras[image: External link] were used for some shots,[105][106] and high-speed[image: External link] shots were captured on 35 mm film[image: External link] with the Arriflex 435[image: External link].[104] About his visual approach, McGarvey remarked, "Joss and I were keen on having a very visceral and naturalistic quality to the image. We wanted this to feel immersive and did not want a 'comic book look' that might distance an audience with the engagement of the film. We moved the camera a lot on Steadicam, cranes and on dollies to create kinetic images; and we chose angles that were dramatic, like low angles for heroic imagery."[104]
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In December 2011, Disney announced that the film would be converted[image: External link] to 3D.[107] Said Whedon, "I'm not a big fan of extreme long lens, talky movies – I like to see the space I'm in and relate to it, so 3D kinda fits my aesthetic anyway. And the technology has advanced so far in the past couple years." Whedon also said that "there definitely are movies that shouldn't be in 3D" but "The Avengers isn't obnoxiously 3D. There's no, 'Oh look, we're going to spend 20 minutes going through this tunnel because it's in 3D!' And no one is pointing at the screen the entire time. But it's an action movie. Things tend to hurtle toward the screen anyway".[108] In January 2012, it was reported that the film would be digitally remastered for IMAX 3D[image: External link] and open in IMAX theaters on May 4, 2012, the same day it opens in regular theaters. The film's IMAX release follows Marvel's IMAX releases of Iron Man 2 and Thor.[109]

In a May 2012 interview, Whedon said that it was his decision to include Thanos in a post-credits scene, although the character is not identified in the film. "He for me is the most powerful and fascinating Marvel villain. He's the great grand daddy of the badasses and he's in love with Death[image: External link] and I just think that's so cute. For me, the greatest Avengers [comic book] was Avengers Annual #7 (1977) that Jim Starlin[image: External link] did followed by Marvel Two-in-One Annual[image: External link] #2 (1977) that contained the death of Adam Warlock[image: External link]. Those were some of the most important texts and I think underrated milestones in Marvel history and Thanos is all over that, so somebody had to be in control and had to be behind Loki's work and I was like 'It's got to be Thanos.' And they said 'Okay' and I'm like 'Oh my God!'"[110] An additional coda involving the Avengers eating shawarma was shot on April 12, 2012, a day after the world premiere. Evans wore a prosthetic jaw while filming the scene to cover the beard he had grown.[111] Shawarma sales in Los Angeles, St. Louis, and Boston reportedly skyrocketed in the days following the film's release.[112][113][114] Whedon stated the inspiration for the shawarma scene came from the events surrounding the filming of the scene where Fred[image: External link] dies in Wesley[image: External link]'s arms in the Angel[image: External link] episode, "A Hole in the World[image: External link]". After filming the scene, Whedon and actors Amy Acker[image: External link] and Denisof, who portrayed Fred and Wesley, respectively, "went out for drinks and ended up just sitting around quietly, exhausted from the day's events," which Whedon then mimicked in the scene for the film.[115]

The film contains more than 2,200 visual effects shots completed by 14 companies: Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] (ILM), Weta Digital[image: External link], Scanline VFX[image: External link], Hydraulx[image: External link], Fuel VFX, Evil Eye Pictures, Luma Pictures, Cantina Creative, Trixter, Modus FX[image: External link], Whiskytree, Digital Domain[image: External link], The Third Floor and Method Design. ILM was the lead vendor and shared responsibility for creating many of the film's key effects, including the Helicarrier, the New York cityscape, digital body doubles, Iron Man and the Hulk. To create the on-screen Hulk, Ruffalo performed in a motion-capture suit on set with the other actors while four motion-capture HD cameras (two full body, two focused on his face) captured his face and body movements.[117] Jeff White[image: External link], ILM's visual effects supervisor, said, "We really wanted to utilize everything we've developed the last 10 years and make it a pretty spectacular Hulk. One of the great design decisions was to incorporate Mark Ruffalo into the look of him. So, much of Hulk is based on Ruffalo and his performance, not only in motion capture and on set, but down to his eyes, his teeth, and his tongue."[118]

ILM digitally recreated the vast majority of the New York cityscape used in the film. In total, ILM artists rendered an area of about ten city blocks by about four city blocks. To do this, ILM sent out a team of four photographers to take pictures of the area in a shoot that lasted 8 weeks.[117] Disney and Sony Pictures agreed for OsCorp[image: External link] Tower from The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] to be included in the film, but the idea was dropped because much of the skyline had already been completed.[119]

Weta Digital took over duties for animating Iron Man during the forest duel from ILM. Guy Williams, Weta's visual effects supervisor, said, "We shared assets back and forth with ILM, but our pipelines are unique and it's hard for other assets to plug into it. But in this case, we got their models and we had to redo the texture spaces because the way we texture maps is different."[118] Williams said the most difficult part was re-creating Iron Man's reflective metal surfaces.[117]

Scanline VFX completed the reveal shots of the Helicarrier, from the moment Black Widow and Captain America arrive on the carrier deck to the point where it lifts off. Evil Eye Pictures composited digital backgrounds into shots filmed against a greenscreen for scenes taking place inside the Helicarrier. Colin Strause of Hydraulx said, "We did the opening ten minutes of the movie, other than the opening set-up in space" including Loki's arrival on Earth and subsequent escape from the S.H.I.E.L.D. base. Luma Pictures worked on shots featuring the Helicarrier's bridge and incorporated the graphic monitor displays that were developed by Cantina Creative. Fuel VFX completed shots taking place in and around Tony Stark's penthouse at Stark Tower. Digital Domain created the asteroid environment, where Loki encounters The Other.[117] Method Design in Los Angeles created the film's closing credits. Steve Viola, creative director at Method Design, said, "This piece was a two-minute, self-contained main on end sequence created entirely in CG. For each of the shots in the sequence, we designed, modeled, textured, and lit all of the environments and many of the foreground objects. We received assets from Marvel to include in the piece, then heavily re-modeled and re-surfaced them to create a post-battle macro sequence. We also designed a custom typeface for the Main Title of The Avengers as well as 30 credits set in-scene."[118]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music




Further information: The Avengers (soundtrack) and Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe


In November 2011, Marvel announced that Alan Silvestri, who scored Captain America: The First Avenger, would write and compose the score for The Avengers. Silvestri said, "I've worked on films where there have been a number of stars and certainly worked on films where there have been characters of equal weight in terms of their level of importance and profile in the film, but this one is somewhat extreme in that regard because each of these characters has their own world and it's a very different situation. It's very challenging to look for a way to give everyone the weight and consideration they need, but at the same time the film is really about the coming together of these characters, which implies that there is this entity called the Avengers which really has to be representative of all of them together."[120] Silvestri developed the score with the London Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] at Abbey Road Studios[image: External link] in London, England.[121] Whedon said, "The score is very old-fashioned, which is why [Silvestri] was letter-perfect for this movie because he can give you the heightened emotion, the [Hans Zimmer[image: External link]] school of 'I'm just feeling a lot right now!' but he can also be extraordinarily cue and character specific, which I love."[121]

In March 2012, American alternative rock[image: External link] band Soundgarden announced through its Facebook page that its song "Live to Rise" would be included on the film's soundtrack.[122] Additionally, the Indian rock band Agnee[image: External link] released a music video for its single "Hello Andheron", which serves as the theme song for the film's Indian release.[123] Hollywood Records released the soundtrack concept album[image: External link] inspired by the film, Avengers Assemble, on May 1, 2012, the same day as the score.[124]
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In February 2012, Disney announced that the film's title would be changed in the United Kingdom to avoid confusion with the British TV series of the same name[image: External link], as well as its 1998 film adaptation[image: External link]. This led to confusion over the film's actual title. Empire magazine reported that the film would be titled Marvel Avengers Assemble[125] while The Hollywood Reporter said that it would be called simply Avengers Assemble.[126] Marvel's UK website refers to the film as Marvel's Avengers Assemble,[127] although David Cox of The Guardian[image: External link], in arguing that it was one of the worst film titles ever, considered this to be an error in the production notes, albeit grammatically clearer.[128] According to the British Board of Film Classification[image: External link] and the Irish Film Classification Office[image: External link], the title is Marvel Avengers Assemble.[1][5] Frank Lovece[image: External link] in FilmFestivalTraveler.com addressed the discrepancy, writing, "The Avengers — formally titled Marvel's The Avengers onscreen, though no apostrophe-s appears on the posters..."[4] Producer Kevin Feige said there are only two words in the UK title, one more than in the U.S. title, and stated that "decisions like that aren't made lightly and there are lots of marketing research, lawyers and things that get into the mix on it".[129]

The film's world premiere was April 11, 2012, at Hollywood's El Capitan Theatre[image: External link].[130] The Avengers closed the 11th Annual Tribeca Film Festival[image: External link] with a screening on April 28, 2012.[131] The film received an expanded one-week theatrical push for the 2012 U.S. Labor Day[image: External link] weekend, increasing the number of theaters from 123 to 1,700.[132]
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The film was promoted at the 2010 San Diego Comic-Con International, during which a teaser trailer narrated by Samuel L. Jackson was shown followed by an introduction of the cast.[29] In June 2011, Marvel Studios announced that it would not hold a panel at the 2011 San Diego Comic-Con International after studio executives decided it was not prepared to compete with its own past and fan expectations with filming still in production.[133] In July 2011, a teaser trailer that was meant to be the post-credits scene of Captain America: The First Avenger was briefly leaked online. Entertainment Weekly speculated it came from a preview screening and described the footage as "shaky, fuzzy, flickering and obviously filmed on a cell phone".[134]

In August 2011, Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link], Pixar Animation Studios[image: External link] and Marvel Studios presented a look at Walt Disney Studios' upcoming film slate, which included The Avengers, at the D23 Expo[image: External link] in Anaheim, California[image: External link]. The presentation featured footage from the film and appearances by the cast members.[135] Later in August, Disney dismissed Marvel's executive vice president of worldwide marketing, vice president of worldwide marketing and manager of worldwide marketing to bring their functions in-house.[136]

In October 2011, Marvel Studios held a presentation at the New York Comic Con that featured new footage and a panel discussion including producer Kevin Feige and several cast members.[137] The first full-length trailer was also released in October. Comic Book Resources said, "The two-minute teaser handily establishes the movie's premise" and is "heavy on the assembling, but fans are also treated to plenty of action, as well glimpses [ sic[image: External link]] of Iron Man's new armor and, best of all, the new take on the Incredible Hulk. Naturally, Robert Downey Jr.'s Tony Stark gets the best lines".[138] However, The Hollywood Reporter called it, "Awesome. Or it would be if we hadn't seen all of this before and expected every single thing that we saw in the trailer".[139] The trailer, which debuted exclusively on iTunes Movie Trailers[image: External link], was downloaded over 10 million times in its first 24 hours, breaking the website's record for the most-viewed trailer.[140] This record was surpassed by the trailer for The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link], which was downloaded more than 12.5 million times in its first 24 hours.[141] The trailer received 20.4 million views in the 24 hours after it debuted.[142] A second full-length trailer was released on iTunes in February 2012, reaching a record 13.7 million downloads in 24 hours.[143] The theatrical trailers of The Avengers appeared with many films, including Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol[image: External link], 21 Jump Street[image: External link] and The Hunger Games[image: External link].[144]

In January 2012, Marvel Studios held a global Twitter chat. The 30-minute live tweeting event featured writer/director Joss Whedon, cast members Samuel L. Jackson, Tom Hiddleston and Clark Gregg and a 10-second tease of the 30-second Super Bowl[image: External link] commercial that would air during Super Bowl XLVI[image: External link] in February.[145] According to the Los Angeles Times, Disney paid an estimated $4 million for the 30-second spot.[146] On May 1, 2012, executives from Marvel Studios, along with actors Tom Hiddleston and Clark Gregg, rang the opening bell of the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] in honor of the film's theatrical release.[147]
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Further information: Marvel Cinematic Universe tie-in comics


In December 2011, Marvel announced that an eight-issue comic-book prelude to the film, written by Christopher Yost and Eric Pearson with art by Luke Ross[image: External link] and Daniel HDR, would be released in March 2012.[148] In February 2012, Marvel announced the release of a second limited series comic book tie-in, Black Widow Strikes written by Fred Van Lente, who wrote Captain America: First Vengeance, the comic-book prequel to Captain America: The First Avenger. The story is set between Iron Man 2 and The Avengers and follows Black Widow as she runs down some loose ends from Iron Man 2.[149] Additionally, the title Avengers Assemble was launched in March 2012, written by Brian Michael Bendis with art by Mark Bagley[image: External link] and features the same Avengers line-up as the film battling a new incarnation of the supervillain team Zodiac[image: External link].[150]
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Paul Gitter, Marvel Entertainment's president of consumer products, commented that the build-up to the film helped strengthen retail partnerships: "Retailers have been less tolerant with [intellectual property] films, so we decided that if we started on this coordinated strategy several years ago, retailers would give us shelf space throughout the years and we would have a more sustainable position in the marketplace".[151]

In September 2011, set photos of Robert Downey Jr. driving a new model Acura[image: External link] were published online. An Acura spokesperson later released a statement confirming the company's involvement with the film, "As you may know, Acura has been in the Marvel Comics Universe films as the official car of their fictional law enforcement agency called S.H.I.E.L.D. That relationship continues for The Avengers. The open-top sports car that was photographed yesterday is a one-off, fictional car that was made just for the movie and will not be produced. That said, as you may also know, our CEO has said publicly that we are studying the development of a new sportscar, but we can't say any more about it at this time."[152] In December 2011, Acura announced that a new NSX[image: External link] styled along the lines of the concept[image: External link] built for The Avengers would be unveiled at the 2012 North American International Auto Show[image: External link].[153] A series of 10 S.H.I.E.L.D. SUVs[image: External link], based on the Acura MDX[image: External link] with modifications by Cinema Vehicle Services, were also made for the film.[154]

In February 2012, it was announced that Marvel has partnered with fragrance company JADS to promote The Avengers with character-based fragrances. The announcement was just ahead of the Toy Industry Association[image: External link]'s annual February exhibition, where representatives held a sampling booth of the products.[155] Other promotional partners include bracelet-maker Colantotte, Dr Pepper[image: External link], Farmers Insurance[image: External link], Harley-Davidson[image: External link], Hershey[image: External link], Land O'Frost lunchmeats[image: External link], Oracle[image: External link], Red Baron pizza[image: External link], Symantec[image: External link], Visa[image: External link] and Wyndham Hotels & Resorts[image: External link]. In total, Marvel and its parent-company Disney secured an estimated $100 million in worldwide marketing support for the film. Notable exclusions include Baskin-Robbins[image: External link], Burger King[image: External link] and Dunkin' Donuts[image: External link], who had partnered with Marvel in the past when their films were distributed by Paramount. Disney does not generally promote through fast food[image: External link] outlets.[156]
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A video game based on the film was planned for concurrent release. The game was to be a first-person shooter[image: External link]/ brawler[image: External link] for the Xbox 360[image: External link], PlayStation 3, Wii U[image: External link], and Microsoft Windows[image: External link] and published by THQ[image: External link], with THQ Studio Australia[image: External link] developing the console versions and Blue Tongue Entertainment[image: External link] the PC[image: External link] version. After THQ closed both studios, the game was cancelled.[157] Intellectual property rights for an Avengers video game reverted to Marvel, which said it was exploring potential publishing and licensing opportunities.[158]

In May 2012, Ubisoft[image: External link] and Marvel Entertainment announced that they were partnering to develop a motion-controlled game titled Marvel Avengers: Battle for Earth[image: External link] for the Wii U and Xbox 360 Kinect. The game was inspired by the "Secret Invasion[image: External link]" storyline and features 20 different characters.[159] Marvel also announced a four-chapter mobile game[image: External link] titled Avengers Initiative, with one chapter focusing on each of Hulk, Captain America, Thor and Iron Man.[160]
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The film was released by Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link][161][162] on Blu-ray Disc[image: External link], Blu-ray 3D[image: External link], DVD[image: External link] and digital download[image: External link] on September 25, 2012 in the United States and as early as August 29, 2012 in various international markets.[163][164] Producer Kevin Feige said the Blu-ray features a new Marvel One-Shot titled Item 47 and "a number of deleted scenes and a few storylines that fell by the wayside during the editing process" including "a few more scenes with the S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Maria Hill, played by Cobie Smulders" and "some slightly different versions of Maria Hill and Nick Fury's interaction with the World Security Council".[165]

The film was also collected in a 10-disc box set[image: External link] titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase One – Avengers Assembled[image: External link]" which includes all of the Phase One[image: External link] films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe.[166] It was released on April 2, 2013.[167][168]

Some fans have criticized the UK DVD and Blu-ray release for omitting Joss Whedon's audio commentary, and for altering the scene involving Phil Coulson's death from the film's theatrical version.[169] Disney's UK division said the "less graphic depiction of Agent Coulson's confrontation with Loki" occurred because "[e]ach country has its own compliance issues relative to depictions of violence. Unfortunately, another region's elements were inadvertently used to create the UK in-home release".[169]

Upon its first week of release on home media in the U.S., the film topped the Nielsen VideoScan First Alert chart, which tracks overall disc sales, as well as the dedicated Blu-ray Disc sales chart with 72% of unit sales coming from Blu-ray, a record for a new release in which both the DVD and Blu-ray formats were released simultaneously.[162]
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The Avengers grossed $623.4 million in North America and $895.5 million in other countries, for a worldwide total of $1.519 billion.[3] It became the third-highest-grossing film worldwide[image: External link][170] as well as highest-grossing 2012 film[image: External link]. It is the highest-grossing comic-book[image: External link] adaptation, the highest-grossing superhero film and the second-highest-grossing film ever released by Walt Disney Studios.[171] The film's worldwide opening of $392.5 million is the fourth largest.[172] The Avengers also became the fifth film distributed by Disney and the twelfth film overall to earn more than $1 billion. It reached this milestone in 19 days, matching the record for speed previously set by Avatar[image: External link] and Deathly Hallows – Part 2.[173][174][175] Its grosses exceeded its estimated $220 million production cost 12 days after its release.[176] It was the first Marvel production to generate $1 billion in ticket sales.[177]
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The film became the third-highest-grossing film[image: External link],[170][178] the highest-grossing 2012 film,[179] the highest-grossing film distributed by Disney,[180][181] the highest-grossing superhero film and the highest-grossing film based on comics.[3] It opened Friday, May 4, 2012, on around 11,800 screens across 4,349 theaters, and earned $80.8 million, marking the second-biggest opening and second-biggest single-day gross.[182][183] The film's Friday gross included an $18.7 million midnight run, a record for a superhero film[184][185] Without midnight grosses, the film earned the largest opening-day gross ($62.1 million).[186][187] It also set a Saturday- and Sunday-gross record ($69.6 million and $57.1 million respectively).[188][189][190] In total, it earned a total of $207,438,708 for its debut weekend, setting an opening-weekend record[image: External link],[191] including an IMAX opening-weekend record of $15.3 million[192][193][194] and a record for opening-weekend grosses originating from 3D showings ($108 million).[190][195] The opening-weekend audience was evenly split among those under and over the age of 25, with 60% of the audience male, 55% couples, 24% families and 21% teenagers.[196] Earning $103.1 million on its second weekend, the film set a record for the largest second-weekend gross.[197] Other records set by the film include the biggest weekend per-theater average for a wide release ($47,698 per theater),[198] the fastest film to reach $100 million and each additional $50 million through $550 million,[197][199][200] and the largest cumulative gross through every day of release until, and including, its forty-third day (with the exception of its first day).[3][201] It was in first place at the North American box office for three consecutive weekends.[202] The film set a record for the highest monthly share, with its $532.5 million total (through May 31, 2012) accounting for 52% of the total earnings at the North American box office during May.[203]
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The following are records set by the film upon its theatrical release.



	Record title
	Record detail
	Reference



	Opening weekend for any film
	$207,438,708
	[204]



	Opening week for any film
	$270,019,373
	[205]



	Opening weekend, adjusted for ticket pricing
	$207.4 million
	[206]



	Theater average – wide release
	$47,698
	[198]



	3D gross during opening weekend
	$108 million
	
[190][195]




	IMAX gross during opening weekend
	$15.3 million
	[192]



	Second weekend for any film
	$103,052,274
	[207]



	Monthly share of domestic earnings
	May 2012, 52%
	[203]



	Highest cumulative gross
	2 – 43 days
	[208]



	Days to reach $100*, $150 million
	2 days*

	[209]



	Days to reach $200, $250, $300, $350, $400, $450 million
	3, 6, 9, 10, 14, 17 days respectively
	[209]



	Days to reach $500, $550 million
	23, 31 days
	
[200][209]




	May Opening
	$207,438,708
	[210]



	Opening weekend for a superhero film
	$207,438,708
	[211]



	Highest-grossing superhero film
	$623,357,910
	[212]





* While eight films have reached $100 million after two days, the film's gross by the end of the second day exceeded all of them.





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Outside North America




The film became the third-highest grossing film,[213] the highest-grossing Disney-distributed film,[214] the highest-grossing 2012 film,[215] and the highest-grossing superhero film.[174] It opened Wednesday, April 25, 2012, in 10 countries, earning $17.1 million.[216] It opened in 29 more countries on April 26 and 27, earning $73.1 million in three days.[217] Through Sunday, April 29, it earned an opening-weekend total of $185.1 million from 39 countries.[218] It was in first place at the box office outside North America for four consecutive weekends.[219][220][221] The film set opening-day records in New Zealand, Malaysia and Iceland, a single-day record in the Philippines, as well as both single- and opening-day records in Singapore and in Thailand. It also earned the second-highest-grossing opening day in Australia ($6.2 million), behind Deathly Hallows – Part 2, in Mexico, in the Philippines and in Vietnam.[144][216][217][222][223] It set opening-weekend records in many territories, including Mexico, Brazil, Ecuador, Bolivia, Taiwan, the Philippines, Hong Kong, the United Arab Emirates, Argentina,[224] Peru and Central America.[218][225][226][227] It also earned the second largest five-day opening in Australia ($20.2 million).[218][228]

In the UK, Ireland and Malta, the film earned £2.5 million ($4.1 million) on its opening day[229] and £15.8 million ($25.7 million) during the weekend,[230] setting an opening-weekend record for a superhero film.[223][231][232] It became the market's highest-grossing superhero film.[233][234] In Latin America, it became the highest-grossing film ($207 million)[235] and the first film to earn more than $200 million.[236] It also became the highest-grossing film in the Philippines, in Singapore and in Indonesia.[237][238]
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 Critical response




The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 92% approval rating with an average rating of 8/10 based on 320 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "Thanks to a script that emphasizes its heroes' humanity and a wealth of superpowered set pieces, The Avengers lives up to its hype and raises the bar for Marvel at the movies."[239] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film achieved an average score of 69 out of 100 based on 43 reviews, signifying "generally favorable reviews".[240] CinemaScore[image: External link] reported that audiences gave the film a rare "A+" grade.[241]

Todd McCarthy[image: External link] of The Hollywood Reporter gave a positive review of the film, remarking, "It's clamorous, the save-the-world story is one everyone's seen time and again, and the characters have been around for more than half a century in 500 comic book issues. But Whedon and his cohorts have managed to stir all the personalities and ingredients together so that the resulting dish, however familiar, is irresistibly tasty again."[242] To Rolling Stone[image: External link] journalist Peter Travers[image: External link], the film epitomized an exceptional blockbuster. "It's also the blockbuster," Travers said, "I saw in my head when I imagined a movie that brought together the idols of the Marvel world in one shiny, stupendously exciting package. It's Transformers with a brain, a heart and a working sense of humor."[243] Justin Chang of Variety wrote, "Like a superior, state-of-the-art model built from reconstituted parts, Joss Whedon's buoyant, witty and robustly entertaining superhero smash-up is escapism of a sophisticated order, boasting a tonal assurance and rich reserves of humor that offset the potentially lumbering and unavoidably formulaic aspects of this 143-minute team-origin story."[244] Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times complimented the film's frenetic pace,[245] while Roger Ebert[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] commented that it "provides its fans with exactly what they desire. Whether it is exactly what they deserve is arguable".[246] Conversely, A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times believed that "while The Avengers is hardly worth raging about, its failures are significant and dispiriting. The light, amusing bits cannot overcome the grinding, hectic emptiness, the bloated cynicism that is less a shortcoming of this particular film than a feature of the genre."[247]

The performances of several cast members was a frequent topic in the critiques. In particular, Mark Ruffalo's portrayal of Dr. Bruce Banner/the Hulk was well-received by commentators. Joe Neumaier opined that his performance was superior to the rest of the cast; "Ruffalo is the revelation, turning Banner into a wry reservoir of calm ready to become a volcano."[248] Similarly, The New Yorker[image: External link]'s Anthony Lane[image: External link] proclaimed Ruffalo's acting to be one of the film's highlights—alongside Downey.[249] The Village Voice[image: External link]'s Karina Longworth[image: External link] concluded: "Ruffalo successfully refreshes the Hulk myth, playing Banner as an adorably bashful nerd-genius who, in contrast to the preening hunks on the team, knows better than to draw attention to himself."[250] Travers asserted that the actor resonated a "scruffy warmth and humor" vibe,[243] while Turan felt that he surpassed predecessors Edward Norton and Eric Bana[image: External link] in playing the character.[245] Owen Gleiberman of Entertainment Weekly wrote that "the smartest thing the filmmakers did was to get Mark Ruffalo to play Bruce Banner as a man so sensitive that he's at war, every moment, with himself. (The film finally solves the Hulk problem: He's a lot more fun in small doses.)"[251]

Referring to Downey, Joe Morgenstein of The Wall Street Journal—despite complimenting Downey's performance—favored his work in Iron Man over his acting in The Avengers: "His Iron Man is certainly a team player, but Mr. Downey comes to the party with two insuperable superpowers: a character of established sophistication—the industrialist/inventor Tony Stark, a sharp-tongued man of the world—and his own quicksilver presence that finds its finest expression in self-irony."[252] Neumaier praised Evans, stating that he accurately conveyed his character's internal conflicts.[248]

Commentators appreciated the character development and dialogue. Associated Press[image: External link] reviewer Christy Lemire[image: External link] wrote that the script "sparkles as brightly as the special effects; these people may be wearing ridiculous costumes but they're well fleshed-out underneath."[253] Scott suggested that certain parts of the film permeated a charm that he felt was similar to the western film Rio Bravo[image: External link] (1959).[247] Longworth felt that while Whedon's script demonstrated the backstory of the characters, the film does not explore it "in a substantive way".[250]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by The Avengers (2012 film)


The Avengers has garnered numerous awards and nominations, including an Academy Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Visual Effects[image: External link] and a British Academy Film Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Special Visual Effects[image: External link].[254][255] The film has also been nominated for three Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link],[256] thirteen People's Choice Awards[image: External link] (winning three),[257] eleven Teen Choice Awards[image: External link] (winning two),[258][259][260] six Saturn Awards[image: External link] (winning four),[261] and six VES Awards[image: External link] (winning two), as well as the 2013 Hugo Award[image: External link] for Best Dramatic Presentation Long Form.[262]
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 Sequels




Further information: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films
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 Avengers: Age of Ultron




Main article: Avengers: Age of Ultron


A sequel, titled Avengers: Age of Ultron,[263] written and directed by Whedon,[264] was released on May 1, 2015.[265] Much of the cast returns, with the addition of Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] as Scarlet Witch[image: External link], Aaron Taylor-Johnson[image: External link] as Quicksilver[image: External link], Paul Bettany as Vision, and James Spader[image: External link] as Ultron[image: External link].[266]
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 Avengers: Infinity War and its sequel




Main articles: Avengers: Infinity War and Untitled Avengers film


Avengers: Infinity War and an untitled sequel will be directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, from a script by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link].[267][268][269] Infinity War is scheduled to be released on May 4, 2018, with the sequel scheduled for May 3, 2019.[270]
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 See also





	List of films featuring powered exoskeletons[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ As part of the deal transferring the distribution rights of The Avengers and Iron Man 3 from Paramount Pictures to the Walt Disney Studios[image: External link],[79] Paramount's logo appears in the films' opening titles, promotional materials and merchandise.[271] Nevertheless, Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures is credited at the end of the film.

	
^ In an interview with Movieline[image: External link], producer Kevin Feige stated that the Tesseract is based on the Cosmic Cube[image: External link] from Marvel comics.[272] After Thor: The Dark World, in an interview with CraveOnline, he stated that it was also the Space Infinity Stone[image: External link].[273]


	
^ Feige confirmed in an Empire magazine podcast[image: External link] that the "master" in the post-credits scene is Thanos[image: External link].[274]
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Iron Man 3






Iron Man 3 (stylized onscreen as Iron Man Three) is a 2013 American[4] superhero film based on the Marvel Comics character Iron Man, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures.1 It is the sequel to 2008's Iron Man and 2010's Iron Man 2, and the seventh film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Shane Black directed a screenplay he co-wrote with Drew Pearce, which uses concepts from the " Extremis[image: External link]" story arc by Warren Ellis[image: External link]. The film stars Robert Downey Jr., Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link], Don Cheadle[image: External link], Guy Pearce[image: External link], Rebecca Hall[image: External link], Stephanie Szostak[image: External link], James Badge Dale[image: External link], Jon Favreau, and Ben Kingsley. In Iron Man 3, Tony Stark deals with posttraumatic stress disorder[image: External link] caused by the events of The Avengers, while investigating the reemergence of the Ten Rings, led by the mysterious Mandarin[image: External link] and comes into a conflict with an old enemy: Aldrich Killian[image: External link].

After the release of Iron Man 2 in May 2010, Favreau, who served as director, decided not to return, and in February 2011 Black was hired to write and direct the film. Black and Pearce opted to make the script more character-centric and focused on thriller elements. Throughout April and May 2012, the film's supporting cast was filled out, with Kingsley, Pearce, and Hall brought in to portray key roles. Filming began on May 23, and lasted through December 17, 2012, primarily at EUE/Screen Gems[image: External link] Studios in Wilmington, North Carolina[image: External link]. Additional shooting took place at various locations around North Carolina[image: External link], as well as Florida[image: External link], China[image: External link], and Los Angeles[image: External link]. The visual effects were handled by 17 companies, including Scanline VFX[image: External link], Digital Domain[image: External link], and Weta Digital[image: External link]. The film was converted to 3D in post-production.

Iron Man 3 premiered at Le Grand Rex[image: External link] in Paris on April 14, 2013. It began its release on April 25, 2013, internationally, and debuted in the United States one week later on May 3. The film received generally positive reviews and was commercially successful, grossing over $1.2 billion worldwide, the second highest-grossing film of 2013[image: External link] overall, and the second-highest-grossing film at the domestic box office released in 2013. It became the sixteenth film to gross over $1 billion and the 5th-highest-grossing film of all time[image: External link], with its opening weekend ranking as the 6th-highest-grossing opening of all time[image: External link]. The film also received a nomination for Academy Award[image: External link] in the category of Best Visual Effects, and received another nomination for BAFTA Award[image: External link] in the same category.
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Tony Stark recalls a New Year's Eve[image: External link] party in 1999 where he meets scientist Maya Hansen[image: External link], the inventor of Extremis[image: External link], an experimental regenerative treatment intended to allow recovery from crippling injuries. Disabled scientist Aldrich Killian[image: External link] offers them a place in his company Advanced Idea Mechanics[image: External link], but Stark rejects the offer, humiliating Killian.

Years later, six months after the Battle of New York,[N 1] Stark's experiences during the alien invasion are giving him panic attacks. Restless, he has built several dozen Iron Man suits[image: External link], creating friction with his girlfriend Pepper Potts[image: External link]. Meanwhile, a string of bombings by a terrorist known only as the Mandarin[image: External link] has left intelligence agencies bewildered by a lack of forensic evidence. Stark's security chief Happy Hogan[image: External link] is badly injured in a Mandarin attack, causing Stark to issue a televised threat to the Mandarin, who responds by destroying Stark's home with helicopter gunships. Hansen, who came to warn Stark, survives the attack along with Potts. Stark escapes in an Iron Man suit, which his artificial intelligence J.A.R.V.I.S. pilots to rural Tennessee, following a flight plan from Stark's investigation into the Mandarin. Stark's experimental armor lacks sufficient power to return to California, and the world believes him dead.

Teaming with Harley, a precocious 10-year-old boy, Stark investigates the remains of a local explosion bearing the hallmarks of a Mandarin attack. He discovers the "bombings" were triggered by soldiers subjected to Extremis, which at this stage of development caused certain subjects to explosively reject the treatment. After veterans started exploding, these explosions were falsely attributed to a terrorist plot in order to cover up Extremis's flaws. Stark witnesses Extremis firsthand when Mandarin agents Brandt[image: External link] and Savin[image: External link] attack him.

Killian has manipulated American intelligence agencies regarding the Mandarin's location, luring James Rhodes[image: External link] – the former War Machine, now re-branded as the Iron Patriot[image: External link] – into a trap to steal the armor. With Harley's help, Stark traces the Mandarin to Miami[image: External link] and infiltrates his headquarters using improvised weapons. Inside he discovers the Mandarin is actually an English actor named Trevor Slattery, who says he is oblivious to the actions carried out in his image. Killian, who appropriated Hansen's Extremis research as a cure for his own disability and expanded the program to include injured war veterans, reveals he is the real Mandarin, using Slattery as a cover. After capturing Stark, Killian shows him Potts (whom he had kidnapped) being subjected to Extremis, in order to gain Stark's aid to fix Extremis's flaws and thus save Potts. Killian kills Hansen when she has a change of heart and tries to stop him.

Stark escapes and reunites with Rhodes, discovering that Killian intends to attack President Ellis aboard Air Force One[image: External link]. Stark saves some surviving passengers and crew but cannot stop Killian from abducting Ellis and destroying Air Force One. They trace Killian to an impounded damaged oil tanker where Killian intends to kill Ellis on live television. The Vice President will become a puppet leader, following Killian's orders in exchange for Extremis to cure his young daughter's disability. On the platform, Stark goes to save Potts, as Rhodes saves the president. Stark summons his Iron Man suits, controlled remotely by J.A.R.V.I.S., to provide air support. Rhodes secures the president and takes him to safety, while Stark discovers Potts has survived the Extremis procedure. However, before he can save her, a rig collapses around them and she falls to her apparent death. Stark confronts Killian and traps him in an Iron Man suit that self-destructs, but fails to kill him. Potts, whose Extremis powers allowed her to survive her fall, intervenes and kills Killian. After the battle, Stark orders J.A.R.V.I.S. to remotely destroy each Iron Man suit as a sign of his devotion to Potts, while the Vice President and Slattery are arrested. With Stark's help, Potts' Extremis effects are stabilized, and Stark undergoes surgery to remove the shrapnel embedded near his heart. He pitches his obsolete chest arc reactor into the sea, musing he will always be Iron Man.

In a present day post-credits scene[image: External link], Stark wakes up Dr. Bruce Banner, who fell asleep listening to his story.
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Robert Downey Jr. as Tony Stark / Iron Man:
A self-described genius, billionaire, playboy, and philanthropist with mechanical suits of armor[image: External link] of his own invention. Stark now struggles to come to terms with his near-death experience in The Avengers,[6][7] suffering from anxiety attacks. On making a third Iron Man film, Downey said, "My sense of it is that we need to leave it all on the field—whatever that means in the end. You can pick several different points of departure for that."[8] On following up The Avengers, Downey said they "tried to be practical, in a post-Avengers world. What are his challenges now? What are some limitations that might be placed on him? And what sort of threat would have him, as usual, ignore those limitations?"[9] Screenwriter Drew Pearce compared Tony to an American James Bond[image: External link] for both being "heroes with a sense of danger to them, and unpredictability" even if Stark was a "free agent" instead of an authority figure like Bond. He also likened Tony to the protagonists of 1970s films such as The French Connection[image: External link], where "the idiosyncrasies of the heroes is what made them exciting."[10]




	
Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link] as Virginia "Pepper" Potts[image: External link]:
Stark's girlfriend, longtime associate, and the current CEO of Stark Industries[image: External link].[6][11] Paltrow says of her character's relationship to Tony, "[She still] adores Tony, but she absolutely gets fed up with him. He gets caught in a feedback loop."[12] Kevin Feige comments on Pepper's role in the film: "The love triangle in this movie is really between Tony, Pepper and the suits. Tony, Pepper and his obsession with those suits, and the obsession with technology." Feige also states that the film uses the character to play with the damsel in distress[image: External link] trope, and posits the question, "Is Pepper in danger or is Pepper the savior?"[13]




	
Don Cheadle[image: External link] as James "Rhodey" Rhodes[image: External link] / Iron Patriot[image: External link]:
Stark's best friend, the liaison between Stark Industries and the U.S. Air Force in the department of acquisitions. Rhodes operates the redesigned/upgraded War Machine[image: External link] armor, taking on an American flag[image: External link]-inspired color scheme similar to the Iron Patriot[image: External link] armor from the comics.[7] Feige said of Rhodes and the armor, "The notion in the movie is that a red, white and blue suit is a bold statement, and it's meant to be. With Rhodey, he's very much the foil to Tony's eccentricities, and in this one you get to see this and be reminded of the trust and friendship between them in that great Shane Black buddy-cop[image: External link] fashion."[14] In the film, the president asks Rhodey to take up the moniker "Iron Patriot," and don the red, white, and blue suit, in order to be the government's "American hero" in response to the events in The Avengers.[15]




	
Guy Pearce[image: External link] as Aldrich Killian[image: External link]:
The creator of the Extremis[image: External link] virus[16] and the founder and owner of the science and development organisation Advanced Idea Mechanics[image: External link],[17] who adopts the mantle of the Mandarin[image: External link] as his own.[18][19] Killian develops Extremis to cure his own debilitating disability; in addition to his regenerative healing qualities, he has superhuman strength and the ability to generate extreme heat. Prolonged exposure to Extremis also grants him the ability to breathe fire. On taking the role, Pearce said, "I feel a little more experimental in what I'll take on these days, but I still don't know that I would want to play the superhero myself, since I'm playing a different kind of character in this film... The main difference was that, when I did The Time Machine[image: External link], I was pretty much in all of it, so it was a really grueling experience. Prometheus[image: External link] and Iron Man are really kind of cameo stuff, so the experience of shooting them... I mean, on some level, it's tricky because you feel like a bit of an outsider. You don't really live the experience that you do when you're there all day every day with everybody. But at the same time, it can be more fun sometimes because you're just working in concentrated spurts."[20] Pearce described his character as a man "who came into this world with a number of physical disabilities. He's never been able to accept those limitations though and has spent most of his life trying to overcome them in any way he can. His tenacity and blind determination in fighting for a better life are seen by some as irritating, as he often comes across as obnoxious. He just won't accept the cards he was dealt, and being as intelligent as he is, has real drive to change and become a different person."[17] Shane Black specified, "Ultimately we do give you the Mandarin, the real guy, but it's Guy Pearce in the end with the big dragon tattooed on his chest."[18] He elaborated, "Do they hand me a blank check and say, 'Go break something!' Or, 'Go violate some long-standing comic book treaty that fans have supported for years?' No, but they'll say: 'Let's break something together.' So it's okay to come up with these crazy things, these far out ideas … and they'll fly. It's just that the Marvel guys have to be in the room."[21]




	
Rebecca Hall[image: External link] as Maya Hansen[image: External link]:
A geneticist whose work helped Killian to create Extremis.[7][22][23] Hall said Hansen would be a "strong female character," and described her decision to take the role, saying, "I decided to do Iron Man 3 because I've never done the 'hurry up and wait[image: External link]' movie before. Even the studio movies I've done have been small studio movies, or indie films that we made on a wing and a prayer. I love those, but Iron Man is refreshing in a way because it's something out of my realm of experiences."[24] Hall confirmed that her character's role was greatly reduced in the final film, saying, "I signed on to do something that was a substantial role. She wasn’t entirely the villain – there have been several phases of this – but I signed on to do something very different to what I ended up doing."[25]




	
Stéphanie Szostak[image: External link] as Brandt[image: External link]:
A war veteran who becomes an assassin after her exposure to Extremis.[7][26] Describing Brandt, Szostak says, "... [Extremis] was a second chance at life. We talked about what you feel like and I think it almost makes you a fuller version of who you are, all your weakness and your qualities – just everything gets enhanced. I saw it as very freeing, almost you become your true-self and your fantasy-self all at once."[27] The writers originally envisioned Brandt as Killian's main henchman, which would return throughout the movie to fight Tony, but eventually that role was reassigned to Eric Savin.[28]




	
James Badge Dale[image: External link] as Savin[image: External link]:
Killian's Extremis-powered henchman.[7][29] Dale stated that his character in the film was "loosely based on" the comic version of the character.[30] According to Dale, "Ben Kingsley is the mouthpiece. Guy Pearce[image: External link] is the brain. I'm the muscle."[31]




	
Jon Favreau as Happy Hogan[image: External link]:
Tony Stark's former bodyguard and chauffeur, and now serves as Stark Industries head of security department. Favreau, who served as both actor and director on the previous two Iron Man films, said participating in the new film was "like [being] a proud grandfather who doesn't have to change the diapers but gets to play with the baby."[32]




	
Ben Kingsley as Trevor Slattery:
A British actor with substance-abuse problems whom Killian hired to portray the Mandarin[image: External link], a terrorist persona in jammed television broadcasts, in which he is depicted as the leader of the international terrorist organization the Ten Rings.[7][33][34] Kingsley was filming Ender's Game[image: External link] when he was cast, and said that, "Quite soon I'll be with everybody and we'll be discussing the look and the feel and the direction of the character. It's very early days yet, but I'm so thrilled to be on board."[35] On his performance, Kingsley stated: "I wanted a voice that would disconcert a Western audience. I wanted a voice that would sound far more homegrown and familiar—a familiarity like a teacher's voice or a preacher's voice. The rhythms and tones of an earnest, almost benign, teacher—trying to educate people for their own good."[36] The Mandarin was initially set to appear in the first Iron Man film, but he was put off for a sequel as the filmmakers felt that he was "too ambitious for a first [film]."[37] On the character, Feige stated, "The Mandarin is [Iron Man's] most famous foe in the comics mainly because he's been around the longest. If you look, there's not necessarily a definitive Mandarin storyline in the comics. So it was really about having an idea."[14] Shane Black explains that Ben Kingsley's Mandarin is not Chinese in the film as he is in the comics in order to avoid the Fu Manchu[image: External link] stereotype: "We're not saying he's Chinese, we're saying he, in fact, draws a cloak around him of Chinese symbols and dragons because it represents his obsessions with Sun Tzu[image: External link] in various ancient arts of warfare that he studied." The filmmakers also cited Colonel Kurtz[image: External link] from Apocalypse Now[image: External link] as an influence for the character.[38] The videos where the Mandarin gives historical background to the attacks expressed how it emerged as the product of "a think tank[image: External link] of people trying to create a modern terrorist."[28] Thus the Mandarin "represents every terrorist in a way," from South American insurgency tactics[image: External link] to the videos of[image: External link] Osama bin Laden[image: External link].[38]






Paul Bettany reprises his role from previous films as J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link], Stark's AI system.[26] Ty Simpkins[image: External link] portrays Harley Keener,[26] a boy who becomes Stark's sidekick,[39] as part of a three-picture deal with Marvel Studios.[40] Ashley Hamilton[image: External link] portrays Taggart[image: External link], one of the Extremis soldiers.[41] William Sadler[image: External link] plays President[image: External link] Ellis,[26][42] (named after Warren Ellis, who wrote the "Extremis" comics arc that primary influenced the film's story)[43] and Miguel Ferrer[image: External link] plays Vice President[image: External link] Rodriguez. Adam Pally[image: External link] plays Gary[image: External link], a cameraman[image: External link] who helps Stark.[44] Shaun Toub[image: External link] reprises his role as Yinsen[image: External link] from the first Iron Man film in a brief cameo,[45] and Stan Lee makes a cameo appearance as a beauty pageant judge.[43] Dale Dickey[image: External link] plays Mrs. Davis, mother of an Extremis subject that is framed as a terrorist.[46] Wang Xueqi[image: External link] briefly plays Dr. Wu[image: External link] in the general release version of the film.[47] A cut of the film produced for release exclusively in China includes additional scenes featuring Wang and an appearance by Fan Bingbing[image: External link] as one of his assistants.[48][49] Mark Ruffalo[image: External link] makes an uncredited cameo appearance, reprising his role as Dr. Bruce Banner from The Avengers, in a post-credits scene[image: External link]. Comedians Bill Maher[image: External link] and Joan Rivers[image: External link] and Fashion Police[image: External link] co-host George Kotsiopoulos[image: External link] have cameo appearances as themselves on their respective real-world television programs, as do newscasters Josh Elliott[image: External link], Megan Henderson[image: External link], Pat Kiernan[image: External link], and Thomas Roberts[image: External link].
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Following the release of Iron Man 2, a conflict between Paramount Pictures, which had distribution rights to certain Marvel properties, and The Walt Disney Company, Marvel Entertainment's new corporate parent, clouded the timing and the distribution arrangement of a possible third film.[50] On October 18, 2010, The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] agreed to pay Paramount at least $115 million for the worldwide distribution rights to Iron Man 3,[51] with Disney, Marvel, and Paramount announcing a May 3, 2013 release date for the film.[52]

Iron Man and Iron Man 2 director Jon Favreau said in December 2010 that he would not direct Iron Man 3, opting to direct Magic Kingdom[image: External link] instead. He remained an executive producer of director Joss Whedon's crossover film The Avengers and also served as an executive producer of Iron Man 3.[53][54] Also in 2010, Downey reached out to Shane Black, who directed him in 2005's Kiss Kiss Bang Bang[image: External link], to write and direct the film.[55] In February 2011, Black entered final negotiations to join the project,[56][57] and in March it was announced that Drew Pearce, who Marvel had originally hired for a Runaways[image: External link] script, would work with Black on the script.[58] Downey said, "Bringing in Shane Black to write and direct Iron Man 3 to me is basically the only transition from Favreau to a 'next thing' that Favreau and the audience and Marvel and I could ever actually sign off on."[8]
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Shane Black described his take on the film as not being "two men in iron suits fighting each other," and more like a "Tom Clancy[image: External link] thriller," with Iron Man fighting real-world type villains.[57] Drew Pearce added that they would avert magic and space, with Iron Man 3 being "a techno-thriller set in a more real world than even The Avengers." The duo spent some time discussing themes and images and ideas before starting the script.[10] While writing, the focus was to avoid scenes of pure exposition[image: External link], making every moment propel other narrative points forwards. Some elements from the comics were used even if in different connotations, such as making Rhodes wear Norman Osborn[image: External link]'s Iron Patriot[image: External link] armor, and naming some characters with names from unrelated people in the Marvel Universe, such as Eric Savin and Jack Taggart.[28]

The film's plot is influenced primarily from "Extremis," the 2005-2006 Iron Man comics storyline written by Warren Ellis[image: External link].[43] The first two acts would remain character-centric, albeit in Shane Black's words "more hectic, frenetic, and large scale" to fulfill its sequel obligations, with the third act going for more over-the-top action to what Drew Pearce described as "giving a sense of opera." The middle act was compared to Sullivan's Travels[image: External link] in having Tony meeting various people on his journey, and the writers made sure to not make the characters too similar. The initial draft had Maya Hansen herself leading the villainous operation, with the Mandarin and Killian emerging as antagonists in later versions of the script. During one of the writing sessions, Pearce suggested that the Mandarin was a fake, and Black agreed by going with making him an actor, which in turn Pearce detailed as an overacting British stage performer. Black explained: "Who would be fool enough to declare that is an international terrorist? If you're smart, whatever regime you're part of, you'd put a puppet committee[image: External link] and remain your house." In turn Killian would hide Slattery in "his own frat house[image: External link], in kind of a drug-related house arrest[image: External link]" to keep the secret alive.[28]

According to Black, the reveal of the actual villain being Hansen was "like Remington Steele[image: External link], you think it’s the man but at the end, the woman has been running the whole show." The role was eventually shifted to Killian because of objections by Marvel Entertainment executives, who were concerned with apparent merchandising losses that could come with having a female villain. The roles of several other major female characters were also made smaller in the final film compared to earlier drafts.[59]

Both the opening and the ending of the film were reworked in various ways. First it would begin with a flashback to Tony's childhood. Then like Iron Man it would begin in medias res[image: External link], with Tony crashing in Tennessee before a voiceover that would lead to how he got there, until it got changed to the final version. For the climactic tanker battle, it was originally considered that Brandt would show up in the James Bond[image: External link] tradition of the henchman coming back for the heroes. Instead they chose to use Killian himself, and have Pepper, whom he abused earlier, cause his downfall as a way of poetic justice. The final dialogue was originally written as "I am Tony Stark" to be a response to the first film's ending, but eventually it changed to "I am Iron Man" to enhance the mythical qualities.[28]
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In September 2011, Marvel Studios reached an agreement to shoot the film primarily out of EUE/Screen Gems[image: External link] Studios in Wilmington, North Carolina[image: External link]. Michigan was also in contention to land the production, but the Michigan Film Office could not match North Carolina's tax incentives.[60] In April 2012, Ben Kingsley entered into negotiations to play a villain in Iron Man 3.[33] The following week, producer Kevin Feige revealed that Iron Man 3 would begin shooting in North Carolina "in five weeks," and said that it "is a full-on Tony Stark-centric movie... very much inspired by the first half of Iron Man ... [H]e's stripped of everything, he's backed up against a wall, and he's gotta use his intelligence to get out of it. He can't call Thor[image: External link], he can't call Cap[image: External link], he can't call Nick Fury, and he can't look for the Helicarrier[image: External link] in the sky."[61] A few days later, The Walt Disney Company China, Marvel Studios and DMG Entertainment[image: External link] announced an agreement to co-produce Iron Man 3 in China. DMG partly financed, produced in China with Marvel, and handled co-production matters. DMG also distributed the film in China in tandem with Disney.[62][63]

The next week, Guy Pearce[image: External link] entered into final talks to play Aldrich Killian[image: External link], a character who is featured in the "Extremis" comic book story arc.[16] Chinese star Andy Lau[image: External link] became involved in negotiations to join the film, as a Chinese scientist and old friend of Stark's who comes to his aid.[64] Lau would later turn down the role, and Wang Xueqi[image: External link] was cast instead.[65][66] Jessica Chastain[image: External link] entered into discussions for a role in the film,[67] but bowed out due to scheduling conflicts.[22] In May, Rebecca Hall[image: External link] was cast in her place,[22] and her role was described as "a scientist who plays a pivotal role in the creation of a nanotechnology, known as Extremis."[23] Over the next few weeks, James Badge Dale[image: External link] was cast as Eric Savin[image: External link],[29] Ashley Hamilton[image: External link] was cast as Firepower[image: External link],[41] and Favreau returned to reprise his role as Happy Hogan[image: External link] from the first two films.[68] Stephanie Szostak[image: External link] and William Sadler[image: External link] were also cast in the film, with Sadler playing the President of the United States.[42][69] Despite erroneous early reports that Cobie Smulders would reprise her role as Maria Hill from The Avengers in the film,[70] Smulders wrote on her verified Twitter page that this was not so.[71]
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Filming began in Wilmington, North Carolina[image: External link] on May 23, 2012 at EUE/Screen Gems Studios,[72] with the working title[image: External link] Caged Heat.[73] Cinematographer John Toll[image: External link] opted to for the first time in his career work with digital cameras[image: External link], as he found them more convenient for a visual effects-heavy production. Toll shot the film primarily on the Arri Alexa[image: External link] camera.[74] From June 4 through June 6, 2012, filming took place in Cary, North Carolina[image: External link] at the Epic Games[image: External link] headquarters[75] and SAS Institute[image: External link],[76] with a large Christmas tree[image: External link] set up on the front lawn.[77] A scene was also shot at the Wilmington International Airport[image: External link].[72] The Port of Wilmington served as a location for the oil tanker in the climactic battle, along with a soundstage recreation of the dock.[28] The crumbling house itself was filmed in a hydraulic-powered[image: External link] giubo[image: External link] platform that could bend and split into two pieces. All the interior footage had practical effects[image: External link], including debris and explosions, with computer graphics used only to add exteriors and Iron Man's armor.[78][79]

From July 19 to August 1, 2012, filming took place on Oak Island, North Carolina[image: External link], to "film aerial drops over the Atlantic Ocean."[80] They were done for the scene where Iron Man rescues the people falling from the Air Force One over Miami, which were originally envisioned done with green screen effects, but were changed to using actual skydivers as second unit director Brian Smrz knew the Red Bull[image: External link] skydiving[image: External link] team. Computer graphics were only employed to add clouds, the destroyed plane and matte paintings of the Florida coastline in the background, replace a stand-in with the Iron Man armor, and some digital compositing[image: External link] to combine different takes of the skydivers together.[81] Filming took place in Rose Hill, North Carolina[image: External link] in early August 2012,[82] and the town's name was incorporated into the script as the Tennessee[image: External link] city Stark visits.[79] On August 14, actress Dale Dickey[image: External link] said she had been cast in the film, and was currently shooting her scenes.[46] The following day, production was halted when Downey suffered an ankle injury.[83] During the break, Black and Pearce made more script revisions before shooting resumed by August 24.[84][85]

Cast and crew began arriving in Florida[image: External link] on October 1, to shoot scenes on Dania Beach[image: External link] and around South Florida.[86] That same day, Downey returned to the set after his ankle injury.[87] In early October, scenes were shot at a replica of the Malibu restaurant Neptune's Net[image: External link],[88] and filming took place on location at the Vizcaya Museum and Gardens[image: External link].[89] Scenes were shot during the daytime inside the Miami Beach Resort at Miami Beach[image: External link] on October 10 and 11.[90] The production returned to Wilmington in mid-October for additional filming.[91] On November 1, scenes were shot at the Vizcaya Museum and Gardens.[92] Filming in the United States wrapped on November 7 in Wilmington.[93]

Filming began in Beijing, China[image: External link] on December 10. Filming was scheduled to wrap a week later on December 17, 2012.[47] The China filming did not include the main cast and crew.[93] In January 2013, it was reported that a film crew led by Shane Black would begin location scouting in Hyderabad, India[image: External link] and Bengaluru, India[image: External link] between January 20 and 24.[94] Also in January, Cheadle confirmed that reshooting was taking place in Manhattan Beach[image: External link].[95] Shooting also took place on the week of January 23, 2013 at TCL Chinese Theatre[image: External link] in Hollywood.[96] A major part of the content filmed in the reshoots regarded the Mandarin, with Drew Pearce saying that in early cuts, the character "didn't feel real enough — there wasn't a sense of him being [part of] the real world, mostly because he was just looking down a lens and threatening the world."[10] A report on actual production costs for films from FilmL.A. Inc., indicated a gross budget of $200 million, with a net of $178.4 million for Iron Man 3 after tax incentives from North Carolina and Florida.[2]
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Chris Townsend served as visual effects supervisor for the film, which featured over 2,000 visual effects shots and was worked on by 17 studios, including Weta Digital[image: External link], Digital Domain[image: External link], Scanline VFX[image: External link], Trixter, Framestore[image: External link], Luma Pictures, Fuel VFX, Cantina Creative, Cinesite[image: External link], The Embassy Visual Effects[image: External link], Lola, Capital T, Prologue and Rise FX.[78] Townsend said that from January 2013 through the end of filming in April, the collective crew had one day of downtime, otherwise working seven days a week and 14 to 18 hours a day.[97]

Digital Domain, Scanline VFX and Trixter each worked on separate shots featuring the Mark 42 armor, working with different digital models. The studios shared some of their files to ensure consistency between the shots. For the Mark 42 and Iron Patriot armors, Legacy Effects[image: External link] constructed partial suits that were worn on set. Townsend explained that "Invariably we'd shoot a soft-suit with Robert then we'd also put tracking markers[image: External link] on his trousers. He would also wear lifts in his shoes or be up in a box so he'd be the correct height—Iron Man is 6'5". During shooting we used multiple witness cams, Canon C300s[image: External link], and we had two or three running whenever there was an Iron Man or Extremis character." The artists studied time lapse photography of decaying fruit and vegetables and actual phenomena such as the aurora borealis[image: External link] as reference for the effect of the glowing Extremis characters.[78]

The film's production was delayed following Downey's leg injury, and for certain shots they were forced to create a double for Downey. Townsend explained that "The collective VFX [supervisors] and unit leads ran into a room as soon as the incident happened to try to ascertain what sequences could they shoot." Certain shots were filmed with a body double on set, and Weta Digital created a digital body double for others.[97]

A total of three hours and 15 minutes of footage were shot before editing, where it was brought down to 130 minutes (119 without the credits),[28] marking the longest stand-alone Iron Man film.[43] Post-production also had a 3D[image: External link] conversion[98] and a digital remaster for the IMAX release.[99] Todd-AO[image: External link] mixed the sound in Dolby Atmos[image: External link] to enhance the immersive experience.[100]
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Further information: Iron Man 3 (soundtrack) and Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe


In October 2012, Brian Tyler signed on to score the film.[101] According to Tyler, he was approached more for his "thematic" scores such as The Greatest Game Ever Played[image: External link], Annapolis[image: External link] and Partition[image: External link] rather than his "modern" action scores such as The Fast and Furious[image: External link] films, with Kevin Feige asking a theme that was recognizable and featured those dramatic tones.[102] To employ the "deeply thematic component with a strong melody," the score employs mostly orchestra sounds. The main theme for Iron Man focuses on horns and trumpets,[103] to be "both a march and anthem." Tyler mentioned that John Williams[image: External link]' work in Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link] was the first thing he thought as an influence, and the cue for the Well of Souls in Raiders influenced the Extremis motif, as Tyler felt it should enhance an spiritual side for having a "technology so advanced that nears magic." Echoing the Mandarin's amalgamated personality, his theme was religious music "that borrows from many cultures," from "Monastic, Gothic, and Christian chants to music from the Middle-East."[102] The score was recorded with the London Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link] at Abbey Road Studios[image: External link].[103] Tyler is the third primary composer to score an Iron Man film, following Ramin Djawadi of Iron Man and John Debney of Iron Man 2.

Along with Tyler's soundtrack album, Hollywood Records released a concept album[image: External link] inspired by the film, Heroes Fall. It features twelve original alternative rock[image: External link] and indie rock[image: External link] songs, with only one appearing in the film itself, Awolnation[image: External link]'s "Some Kind of Joke."[104]
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Iron Man 3 was distributed worldwide by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures1 with the exception of China[image: External link], where it was released by DMG Entertainment[image: External link], and Germany[image: External link] and Austria[image: External link], where it was released by Tele München Group.[62] The Chinese version of the film offers specially prepared bonus footage made exclusively for the Chinese audience.[49] This version features a four-minute longer cut of the film, with a scene showing Dr. Wu on the phone with Iron Man visible on a television screen behind him, as well as a longer scene of Dr. Wu operating on Stark. The extra material also features product placement[image: External link] for various Chinese products.[4]

The film's premiere happened at Le Grand Rex[image: External link] in Paris, on April 14, 2013, with Robert Downey, Jr. and Gwyneth Paltrow in attendance.[105][106] While the UK premiere of the film was originally set for April 17, the funeral of former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher[image: External link] taking place in that date made the event be pushed to the following day.[107] Downey, Ben Kingsley and Rebecca Hall were present for the advance screening at London's Odeon Leicester Square[image: External link].[108] The El Capitan Theatre[image: External link] in Los Angeles hosted the United States premiere of Iron Man 3 on April 24.[109] The film opened in 46 countries through April 22–24,[110] with the United States release, in 4,253 screens, happening one week later.[111] Regal Cinemas[image: External link], AMC Theatres[image: External link] and Carmike Cinemas[image: External link] put presale tickets on hold, two weeks before the US premiere. The cinemas were in a contract dispute with Disney, who wished to receive more of the ticket sale profit than they currently did, largely based on the projected premiere-weekend intake Iron Man 3 was expected to have. Carmike was the first to come to terms with Disney.[112] It was later reported that Cinemark Theatres[image: External link] had also stopped selling presale tickets, and Regal Cinemas had removed all marketing material for the film from its locations.[113] On April 25, 2013, Regal, AMC and Disney ended their dispute, which allowed Regal and AMC to proceed with selling presale tickets again.[114][115]

IMAX screenings began on April 25, 2013 internationally and May 3 in the United States.[99] The film was shown in the 4DX[image: External link] format, featuring strobe lights, tilting seats, blowing wind and fog and odor effects in selected countries.[116][117] In Japan[image: External link], the technology opened its first room at the Korona World theatre in Nagoya[image: External link], Japan with the release of the film.[118]
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In July 2012, at the San Diego Comic-Con International, a new Iron Man armor[image: External link] from the film, the Mark XLII, was on display on the convention floor, along with the Marks I-VII from the first two Iron Man films and The Avengers.[119] A panel was held, during which Shane Black, Robert Downey, Jr., Don Cheadle, Jon Favreau and Kevin Feige discussed making the film, and several minutes of footage from the film were shown.[32] The first television advertisement aired during Super Bowl XLVII[image: External link] on the CBS[image: External link] network in the United States.[120] On March 25, 2013, Marvel and Disney revealed on the official Iron Man Facebook page, "Iron Man 3: Armor Unlock," to reveal suits Stark has made before the events of the film.[121] In January 2013, Marvel Comics released a two-issue comic book prelude by writers Christos Gage and Will Corona Pilgrim with art by Steve Kurth and Drew Geraci. The story set between the second and third Iron Man films centers on War Machine, revealing why he was absent during the battle in New York of The Avengers.[122]

Like with the first two films, Audi[image: External link] again provided product placement[image: External link] with various vehicles.[123] Oracle[image: External link] also returned from Iron Man 2, showcasing both the Oracle Cloud and the Oracle Exadata[image: External link] server.[124] Verizon FiOS[image: External link] and TCL[image: External link]'s flat panel televisions and Alcatel One Touch[image: External link] smartphones are also featured in the film,[125] and the Chinese cut also shows a Zoomlion[image: External link] crane and Yili[image: External link] milk.[126] Promotional deals were arranged with Subway[image: External link] and the Schwan Food Company[image: External link],[125] and tie-ins included Lego[image: External link] sets,[127] Hasbro[image: External link] action figures,[128] and a mobile phone game[image: External link] by Gameloft[image: External link].[129]

Disney also promoted the film at its domestic theme parks. Disneyland's Innoventions attraction received a Stark Industries[image: External link] exhibit beginning April 13, and Monorail Black of the Walt Disney World Monorail System[image: External link] was given an exterior Iron Man scheme.[130][131] The exhibit, entitled Iron Man Tech Presented by Stark Industries, features the same armor display that was shown at the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con, with the Marks I-VII and the new Mark XLII. In addition, there is a simulator game, titled "Become Iron Man," that uses Kinect-like technology to allow the viewer to be encased in an animated Mark XLII armor and take part in a series of "tests,” in which you fire repulsor rays and fly through Tony Stark's workshop. The game is guided by J.A.R.V.I.S., who is voiced again by Paul Bettany. The exhibit also has smaller displays that include helmets and chest pieces from the earlier films and the gauntlet and boot from an action sequence in Iron Man 3.[132]
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 Home media




Iron Man 3 was released by Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link] in digital download[image: External link] form on September 3, 2013. This was followed by the film's release on Blu-ray[image: External link], 3D Blu-ray[image: External link], DVD[image: External link], digital copy[image: External link], and on demand on September 24, 2013.[133] The home video release includes a Marvel One-Shot[image: External link] short film titled Agent Carter starring Hayley Atwell as Peggy Carter from Captain America: The First Avenger.[134] It debuted atop the DVD and Blu-ray charts in the United States, and second in the rental charts behind World War Z[image: External link].[135] As of January 31, 2014, Iron Man 3 is the eighth best-selling DVD of 2013, earning more than $79 million in sales in the U.S.[136][137]

The film was also collected in a 13-disc box set[image: External link] titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Two Collection[image: External link]", which includes all of the Phase Two[image: External link] films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It was released on December 8, 2015.[138]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Iron Man 3 grossed $409 million in North America and $805.8 million in other countries for a worldwide total of $1.2 billion, outgrossing both of its predecessors combined. Worldwide, it became the 5th-highest-grossing film[image: External link], the second-highest-grossing film of 2013[image: External link], the second-highest-grossing film of the Marvel Cinematic Universe (behind Marvel's The Avengers),[139] the highest-grossing film of the Iron Man film series[image: External link],[140] the sixth-highest-grossing film distributed by Disney, and the highest-grossing threequel[image: External link].[141] It achieved the sixth-largest worldwide opening weekend with $372.5 million.[142] On the weekend of May 3–5, 2013, the film set a record for the largest worldwide weekend in IMAX with $28.6 million.[143] On its 23rd day in theaters, Iron Man 3 became the sixth Disney film and the 16th film overall to reach $1 billion.[144] It is the first Iron Man film to gross over $1 billion, the second Marvel film to do so after The Avengers,[43] and the fourth-fastest film to reach the milestone. As part of the earlier distribution agreement made with Disney in 2010, Paramount Pictures received 9% of the box office gross generated by Iron Man 3.[145] Deadline.com calculated the net profit of the film to be $391.8 million, when factoring together all expenses and revenues for the film.[146]
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 North America




Iron Man 3 became the 13th-highest-grossing film[image: External link], the second-highest-grossing 2013 film,[147] as well as the fourth-highest-grossing comic-book and superhero film.[148][149] By the end of its opening day, Iron Man 3 made $68.9 million (including $15.6 million from late Thursday shows),[111] achieving the seventh-highest-grossing opening day.[150] By the end of its opening weekend, the film earned $174.1 million, making it the fourth-highest opening weekend of all time (behind Jurassic World[image: External link], The Avengers, and Avengers: Age of Ultron). Of the opening-weekend audience, 55% was over 25 years old, and 61% were males, while only 45% of the gross originated from 3-D screenings. Opening-weekend earnings from IMAX amounted to $16.5 million.[151] It topped the box office during two consecutive weekends and achieved the fifth-largest second-weekend gross with $72.5 million.[152]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Outside North America




Iron Man 3 became the 5th-highest-grossing film, the second-highest-grossing 2013 film, the second-highest-grossing superhero and comic-book film, and the fifth-highest-grossing film distributed by Disney.[153] The film earned $13.2 million on its opening day (Wednesday, April 24, 2013) from 12 countries.[154] Through Sunday, April 28, it earned a five-day opening weekend of $198.4 million from 42 countries.[155] The film's opening-weekend gross included $7.1 million from IMAX venues.[156] It set opening-day records in the Philippines (surpassed by Man of Steel[image: External link]), Taiwan,[154] Singapore, Vietnam, Malaysia,[157] China,[158] Ukraine,[159] Russia and the CIS,[160] both single- and opening-day records in Thailand and South Africa,[161] as well as a single-day record in Hong Kong.[162] It also scored the second-biggest opening day in Argentina (only behind Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link]).[163] The film set opening-weekend records in the Asia Pacific region, in Latin America, and in individual countries including Argentina (first surpassed by Fast & Furious 6[image: External link], when including weekday previews),[164] Ecuador,[165] Hong Kong, Indonesia, Vietnam, Taiwan, the Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore,[155] Thailand, South Africa, and the United Arab Emirates.[159] It also achieved the second-largest opening weekend in Mexico,[166] Brazil,[167] and Russia and the CIS.[160] In India, it had the second-best opening weekend for a Hollywood film after The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link].[168] IMAX opening-weekend records were set in Taiwan, the Netherlands, Brazil, and the Philippines.[156] It is the highest-grossing film in Indonesia, Malaysia[169] and Vietnam[170] and the second-highest-grossing film in Singapore and the Philippines (behind The Avengers).[171] It topped the weekend box office outside North America three consecutive times.[172]

In China, where part of the production took place, the film set a midnight-showings record with $2.1 million, as well as single-day and opening-day records with $21.5 million (on its opening day).[158] Through its first Sunday, the film earned an opening-weekend total of $64.1 million,[173] making China's opening the largest for the film, followed by a $23.1 million opening in Russia and the CIS, and a $21.2 million opening in the UK, Ireland and Malta.[174] With total earnings reaching $124 million,[175] it was the highest-grossing American film in China in 2013, and the country is the film's highest-grossing market after North America, followed by South Korea ($64.2 million) and the UK, Ireland and Malta ($57.1 million).[170][174]
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 Critical response




The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 79% approval rating with an average rating of 7/10 based on 292 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "With the help of its charismatic lead, some impressive action sequences, and even a few surprises, Iron Man 3 is a witty, entertaining adventure and a strong addition to the Marvel canon."[176] Metacritic[image: External link] gave a score of 62 out of 100, based on 44 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[177]

In an early review by the trade magazine[image: External link] The Hollywood Reporter, Todd McCarthy[image: External link] said that, "After nearly crashing and burning on his last solo flight in 2010, Iron Man returns refreshed and ready for action in this spirited third installment... [that] benefits immeasurably from the irreverent quicksilver humor of co-writer and director Shane Black.[178] Calling the film "darker and more serious than its predecessors," Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times credited Black for "chang[ing] this billion-dollar-plus franchise's tone for the better while keeping the same actor as Tony Stark. ... There is quite a bit of Black's trademark attitude and humor here as well, things like a throwaway reference to the sci-fi classic Westworld[image: External link] and a goofy character who has Tony Stark's likeness tattooed on his forearm. Black and company throw all kinds of stuff at the audience, and though it doesn't all work, a lot of it does and the attempt to be different and create unguessable twists is always appreciated."[179] Rafer Guzman of Newsday[image: External link] characterized Iron Man as "the anti-Batman, all zip and zingers. He's also, suddenly, rather family-friendly. Some of the movie's best moments are shared by Stark and latchkey kid Harley (Ty Simpkins), who mock their budding father-son relationship while acting it out."[180] Psychology Today[image: External link] concluded that the film presented an accurate portrayal of Tony Stark's posttraumatic stress disorder[image: External link] symptoms.[181]

Nick De Semlyen of the UK[image: External link] film magazine Empire had criticisms, even while giving the film four of five stars. Finding it "a swinging caper with wit, balls, heart and exploding baubles," he said the villainous "super-soldiers who can regenerate body parts and survive astounding damage [are] visually interesting ... but their motivation is murky and unconvincing."[182] Likewise Joshua Rothkopf of Time Out New York[image: External link] bestowed 3 of 5 stars, saying, "Black has massively upped the verbal sparring and kept the broad inventiveness of comic-book malleability in mind. ... The most wonderful of Black's surprises harkens back to his '80s reputation for character revision and is simply too good to ruin here." But, he asked, "[W]hy, finally, are we down at the docks—in the dark, no less—for one of those lumbering climaxes involving swinging shipping cranes? The energy bleeds out of the film; it's as if the producers were scared the crowd would riot over not enough digital fakeness."[183]

Reacting more negatively, Stephen Whitty of The Star-Ledger[image: External link] found the film "slickly enjoyable" for the visual effects, but said, "[T]here's something empty about the film. Like Tony's suits, it's shiny and polished. But this time, there's nobody inside... This movie has neither the emotionalism of the first film, nor the flashy villains of the second... Tony's relationship with girlfriend Pepper Potts is in inexplicable jeopardy—and then simply fixes itself. A supposedly cute kid sidekick—a true sign of authorial desperation—is introduced, and then dropped."[184] Michael Phillips[image: External link] of the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] echoed this, saying, "[I]n a gleefully cynical bid for a preteen audience (a few years too young for the violence in Iron Man 3, I'd say), Stark befriends a bullied 8-year-old [sic] (Ty Simpkins) who becomes his tag-along and sometime savior... Stark no longer needs to be in the Iron Man suit. He's able to operate the thing remotely when needed. The movie's like that too. It's decent superhero blockbustering, but rather remote and vaguely secondhand. At this point, even with Black's flashes of black humor, the machinery is more or less taking care of itself, offering roughly half of the genial wit and enjoyment of the first Iron Man."[185]
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 Accolades






	Awards



	Association
	Date of ceremony
	Category
	Recipients and nominees
	Result
	Ref.



	Golden Trailer Awards[image: External link]
	May 5, 2013
	Best in Show
	Iron Man 3 "Not Afraid"
	Won
	[186]



	Summer 2013 Blockbuster Trailer
	Iron Man 3 "Not Afraid"
	Won



	Best Action
	Iron Man 3 "Not Afraid"
	Nominated



	Best Sound Editing
	Iron Man 3 "Not Afraid"
	Nominated



	Best Summer Blockbuster 2013 TV Spot
	Iron Man 3 "Escape"
	Nominated



	BMI Film & TV Awards[image: External link]
	May 15, 2013
	Film Music
	Brian Tyler
	Won
	[187]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	August 11, 2013
	Choice Movie: Action[image: External link]
	Iron Man 3
	Won
	[188]

[189]



	Choice Movie Actor: Action[image: External link]
	Robert Downey, Jr.
	Won



	Choice Movie Actress: Action[image: External link]
	Gwyneth Paltrow
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Iron Man 3
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Robert Downey, Jr.
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Gwyneth Paltrow
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Villain[image: External link]
	Ben Kingsley
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Chemistry[image: External link]
	Don Cheadle and Robert Downey, Jr.
	Nominated



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	January 8, 2014[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie
	Iron Man 3
	Won
	[190]



	Favorite Movie Actor
	Robert Downey, Jr.
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Actress
	Gwyneth Paltrow
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Duo
	Robert Downey, Jr. and Gwyneth Paltrow
	Nominated



	Favorite Action Movie
	Iron Man 3
	Won



	Favorite Action Movie Star
	Robert Downey, Jr.
	Won



	Golden Tomato Awards[image: External link]
	January 9, 2014
	Best Comic Book Film
	
	Won
	[191]



	Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link]
	January 16, 2014
	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	
	Nominated
	[192]



	Best Action Film[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Actor in an Action Movie[image: External link]
	Robert Downey Jr.
	Nominated



	Best Actress in an Action Movie[image: External link]
	Gwyneth Paltrow
	Nominated



	Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link]
	February 12, 2014
	Outstanding Visual Effects in an Effects Driven Feature Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Christopher Townsend, Mark Soper, Guy Williams and Bryan Grill[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[193]



	Outstanding Created Environment in a Live Action Feature Motion Picture
	John Stevenson‐Galvin, Greg Notzelman, Paul Harris and Justin Stockton (for Shipyard)
	Nominated



	Outstanding Virtual Cinematography in a Live Action Feature Motion Picture
	Mark Smith, Aaron Gilman, Thelvin Cabezas and Gerardo Ramirez
	Nominated



	Outstanding Compositing in a Feature Motion Picture
	Michael Maloney, Francis Puthanangadi,Justin Van Der Lek, Howard Cabalfin (for Barrel of Monkeys sequence)
	Nominated



	Outstanding Compositing in a Feature Motion Picture
	Darren Poe, Stefano Trivelli, Josiah Howison and Zach Zaubi (for House Attack sequence)
	Nominated



	Motion Picture Sound Editors Golden Reel Awards[image: External link]
	February 16, 2014
	Best Sound Editing: Sound Effects & Foley in a Feature Film
	Mark Stoeckinger[image: External link], Andrew DeCristofaro
	Nominated
	[194]

[195]



	Cinema Audio Society[image: External link]
	February 22, 2014
	Outstanding Achievement in Sound Mixing - Motion Picture - Live Action
	Jose Antonio Garcia, Michael Prestwood Smith, Michael Keller, Joel Iwataki, Gregory Steele and James Ashwill
	Nominated
	[196]



	Awards Circuit Community Awards
	February 28, 2014
	Best Visual Effects
	Christopher Townsend, Guy Williams, Erik Nash and Dan Sudick
	Nominated
	[197]



	Academy Awards[image: External link]
	March 2, 2014[image: External link]
	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Christopher Townsend[image: External link], Guy Williams[image: External link], Erik Nash[image: External link] and Dan Sudick[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[198]



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	March 29, 2014[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie
	Iron Man 3
	Nominated
	[199]

[200]



	Favorite Male Buttkicker
	Robert Downey, Jr.
	Won



	Favorite Movie Actor
	Robert Downey, Jr.
	Nominated



	Location Managers Guild of America[image: External link]
	March 29, 2014
	Outstanding Achievement by a Location Professional – Feature Film
	Ilt Jones
	Won
	[201]

[202]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	June 26, 2014[image: External link]
	Best Comic-to-Film Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Iron Man 3
	Won
	[203]



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Robert Downey, Jr.
	Won



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Ben Kingsley
	Won



	Best Performance by a Younger Actor[image: External link]
	Ty Simpkins[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Music[image: External link]
	Brian Tyler
	Nominated
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 Future
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 Possible sequel




In March 2013, Black stated that Downey's original contract with Marvel Studios, which expired after the release of Iron Man 3, may be extended in order for the actor to appear in a second Avengers film and at least one more Iron Man film. He said: "There has been a lot of discussion about it: 'Is this the last Iron Man for Robert [Downey, Jr.]?' Something tells me that it will not be the case, and [he] will be seen in a fourth, or fifth."[204] In April 2013, Cheadle stated that Iron Man 3 could be the final film in the series, saying, "The door is always left open in these kinds of movies especially when they do as well as they have done. I know there was talk of making sure we did this one right, and if it worked it could be the last one. There's room for more to be done with these characters. We're getting to a sweet spot with Tony and Rhodey, anyway."[205] In September 2014, in regards to a fourth film, Downey said, "There isn't one in the pipe ... No, there's no plan for a fourth Iron Man."[206] Despite this, in April 2016, Downey stated that he was open to reprising his role in a potential fourth Iron Man film, saying "I feel like I could do one more."[207]
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 Marvel One-Shot




Main article: All Hail the King


In February 2014, Marvel released the One-Shot film, All Hail the King, on Thor: The Dark World's home media, featuring Kingsley reprising his role as Trevor Slattery, and continues Slattery's story from the end of the film.[208]
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 See also





	List of films featuring powered exoskeletons[image: External link]

	List of American superhero films[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ As part of the deal transferring the distribution rights of Marvel's The Avengers and Iron Man 3 from Paramount Pictures to the Walt Disney Studios[image: External link],[209] Paramount's logo appears in the films' opening titles, promotional materials and merchandise.[210] Nevertheless, Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures is credited at the end of the film.







	
^ As depicted in the 2012 film The Avengers.[5]
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Ant-Man (film)






Ant-Man is a 2015 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics characters of the same name: Scott Lang and Hank Pym[image: External link]. Produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures, it is the twelfth film of the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was directed by Peyton Reed, with a screenplay by Edgar Wright & Joe Cornish[image: External link] and Adam McKay & Paul Rudd, and stars Rudd, Evangeline Lilly[image: External link], Corey Stoll, Bobby Cannavale[image: External link], Michael Peña[image: External link], Tip "T.I." Harris[image: External link], Anthony Mackie, Wood Harris[image: External link], Judy Greer[image: External link], David Dastmalchian[image: External link], and Michael Douglas[image: External link]. In Ant-Man, Lang must help defend Pym's Ant-Man shrinking technology and plot a heist with worldwide ramifications.

Development of Ant-Man began in April 2006, with the hiring of Wright to direct and co-write with Cornish. By April 2011, Wright and Cornish had completed three drafts of the script and Wright shot test footage for the film in July 2012. Pre-production began in October 2013 after being put on hold so that Wright could complete The World's End[image: External link]. Casting began in December 2013, with the hiring of Rudd to play Lang. In May 2014, Wright left the project, citing creative differences, though he still received screenplay and story credits with Cornish, as well as an executive producer credit. The following month, Reed was brought in to replace Wright, while McKay was hired to contribute to the script with Rudd. Principal photography took place between August and December 2014 in San Francisco and Metro Atlanta[image: External link].

Ant-Man held its world premiere in Los Angeles on June 29, 2015, and was released in North America on July 17, 2015, in 3D[image: External link] and IMAX 3D[image: External link]. Upon its release, the film grossed more than $519 million worldwide, and received positive reviews from critics, who generally welcomed the film's smaller stakes than preceding MCU installments, as well as its cast, humor, and CGI sequences. A sequel, titled Ant-Man and the Wasp, is scheduled to be released on July 6, 2018.





TOP
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 Plot




In 1989, scientist Hank Pym[image: External link] resigns from S.H.I.E.L.D. after discovering their attempt to replicate his Ant-Man shrinking technology. Believing the technology is dangerous, Pym vows to hide it as long as he lives.

In the present day, Pym's estranged daughter, Hope van Dyne[image: External link], and former protégé, Darren Cross, have forced him out of his company, Pym Technologies. Cross is close to perfecting a shrinking suit of his own, the Yellowjacket, which horrifies Pym.

Upon his release from prison, well-meaning thief Scott Lang moves in with his old cellmate, Luis. Lang visits his daughter Cassie[image: External link] unannounced and is chastised by his former wife Maggie and her police-detective fiancé, Paxton, for not providing child support. Unable to hold a job because of his criminal record, Lang agrees to join Luis' crew and commit a burglary. Lang breaks into a house and cracks its safe, but only finds what he believes to be an old motorcycle suit, which he takes home. After trying the suit on, Lang accidentally shrinks himself to the size of an insect. Terrified by the experience, he returns the suit to the house, but is arrested on the way out. Pym, the homeowner, visits Lang in jail and smuggles the suit into his cell to help him break out.

Pym, who manipulated Lang through an unknowing Luis into stealing the suit as a test, wants Lang to become the new Ant-Man to steal the Yellowjacket from Cross. Having been spying on Cross after discovering his intentions, van Dyne and Pym train Lang to fight and to control ants. While van Dyne harbors resentment towards Pym about her mother Janet's death, he reveals that Janet, known as the Wasp[image: External link], disappeared into a subatomic quantum realm[image: External link] while disabling a Soviet[image: External link] nuclear missile. Pym warns Lang that he could suffer a similar fate if he overrides his suit's regulator. They send him to steal a device that will aid their heist from the Avengers' headquarters, where he briefly fights Sam Wilson.

Cross perfects the Yellowjacket and hosts an unveiling ceremony at Pym Technologies' headquarters. Lang, along with his crew and a swarm of flying ants, infiltrates the building during the event, sabotages the company's servers[image: External link], and plants explosives. When he attempts to steal the Yellowjacket, he, along with Pym and Hope, are captured by Cross, who intends to sell both the Yellowjacket and Ant-Man suits to Hydra. Lang breaks free and he and Hope dispatch most of the Hydra agents, though one flees with a vial of Cross' particles and Pym is shot. Lang pursues Cross, while the explosives detonate, imploding the building as Pym and van Dyne escape.

Cross dons the Yellowjacket and attacks Lang before Lang is arrested by Paxton. Cross takes Cassie hostage to lure Lang into another fight. Lang overrides the regulator and shrinks to subatomic size to penetrate Cross' suit and sabotage it to shrink uncontrollably, killing Cross. Lang disappears into the quantum realm but manages to reverse the effects and returns to the macroscopic[image: External link] world. Out of gratitude for Lang's heroism, Paxton covers for Lang to keep him out of prison. Seeing that Lang survived and returned from the quantum realm, Pym wonders if his wife is alive as well. Later, Lang meets up with Luis, who tells him that Wilson is looking for him.

In a mid-credits scene, Pym shows van Dyne a new Wasp prototype suit and offers it to her. In a post-credits scene[image: External link], Wilson and Steve Rogers[image: External link] have Bucky Barnes[image: External link] in their custody. Unable to contact Tony Stark because of "the accords[image: External link]",[a] Wilson mentions that he knows someone who can help.
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Paul Rudd as Scott Lang / Ant-Man:
A former systems engineer at VistaCorp and petty criminal who acquires a suit that allows him to shrink in size but increase in strength.[4][5][6][7][8] Regarding Rudd's casting, producer Kevin Feige said, "Look at that origin of the petty crook who comes into contact with a suit and does his best to make good, and then look at someone like Paul Rudd, who can do slightly unsavory things like break into people's houses and still be charming and who you root for and whose redemption you will find satisfaction in."[5] Director Peyton Reed compared Lang to George Clooney[image: External link]'s character Danny Ocean[image: External link] from Ocean's Eleven[image: External link], saying, "He's a guy trying to create a new life for himself and find redemption." To get in shape for the role, Rudd worked with trainers and cut alcohol, fried foods, and carbohydrates out of his diet.[9] Rudd stated that in preparation for his role, he "basically didn't eat anything for about a year ... I took the Chris Pratt approach to training for an action movie. Eliminate anything fun for a year and then you can play a hero."[10] Rudd signed a multi-film contract with Marvel, with Feige saying it was "three [films]-plus-plus to appear in other things."[2]




	
Evangeline Lilly[image: External link] as Hope van Dyne[image: External link]:
The daughter of Hank Pym and Janet van Dyne[image: External link] and a senior board member of Pym Technologies, who helps Darren Cross take over the company.[11][12][13][14][15] Throughout the film, character progression brings Hope closer to becoming a hero; with the end of the film showing Hank give his daughter a prototype Wasp[image: External link] suit, allowing her to take on the mantle from her mother.[16] Lily described her character as "capable, strong, and kick-ass", but said that being raised by two superheroes resulted in Hope being "a pretty screwed up human being... and the clear message sent by my name is that I'm not a big fan of my father and so I took my mother's name."[17] She added that van Dyne's "arc in the movie is trying to find a relationship" with Pym.[9] Originally cast by Wright, Lilly was reluctant to take the role after he left the project until she read the revised script and got a chance to meet with Reed.[13] Feige said that van Dyne was the more obvious choice to take up the mantle of Ant-Man, being "infinitely more capable of actually being a superhero" than Lang, and that the reason she does not is because of Pym's experience with losing her mother, rather than sexism, which Feige felt would not be a problem for Pym in modern times. Lilly signed a multi-film contract with Marvel.[18]




	
Corey Stoll as Darren Cross / Yellowjacket:
A former protégé of Pym's, who takes over his mentor's company and militarizes a similar version of the Ant-Man technology to create the Yellowjacket suit.[12][14][19][20] Stoll described the suit as "the next generation of Ant-Man's suit", with a sleeker, more militaristic look as "if Apple had designed a battle suit."[21] As for his character, Stoll said that Cross was more like Hank Pym than " Thanos[image: External link] or Loki, who are villains that know it", since Cross is a "brilliant scientist, who is not ethically pure" with shades of gray.[22] Unlike Rudd, who wore a practical costume as Ant-Man, Stoll wore a motion capture[image: External link] suit while performing as Yellowjacket. Reed explained that this decision was made early on when creating and filming with a real Yellowjacket costume was found to be impractical.[23]




	
Bobby Cannavale[image: External link] as Paxton:
An SFPD[image: External link] officer who is engaged to Lang's former wife Maggie.[15][24] Cannavale stated that Rudd and McKay convinced him to join the film during the rewriting process before Marvel approached him, saying, "They sort of pumped [my] part up a bit...I really went on good faith [taking the role] because they're so secretive [at Marvel] about the script. I just trusted them." He also added that the process felt like an indie film instead of a large-scale blockbuster, and that he was able to improvise frequently along with the other actors.[24] Patrick Wilson[image: External link] was originally cast in the role,[25] before leaving the film because of scheduling conflicts brought on by the filming delay.[26]




	
Michael Peña[image: External link] as Luis[image: External link]:
Lang's former cellmate and a member of his crew.[27][28] Peña stated that he modeled Luis' vocal style and positive outlook on life "on a friend of a friend", saying, "That's just the way he talks and the cadence. He's got this grin on the entire time and he doesn't care. He's the kind of guy where you're like 'Hey, what'd you do this weekend?' and he's like 'I went to jail, dawg,' with a smile on his face. Not a lot of people do that. Not a lot of people think of life on those terms."[29] Peña signed a contract with Marvel for three films.[30]




	
Tip "T.I." Harris[image: External link] as Dave:[31][32]
A member of Lang's crew.[27] Harris described Dave as Lang's " homeboy[image: External link]".[33] Harris also revealed that he was not permitted to read the entire script, explaining "You're just handed scenes as the film [went] along, and when you do that, it's like a blank canvas, 'This is what I'm going to do for this scene,' and you can remember previous performances and remain consistent with that. The energy created by the ensemble you have around you, it contributes to the outlook or the final view of what your character has become, and what he meant to the story."[34]




	
Anthony Mackie as Sam Wilson / Falcon:
An Avenger who is a former pararescueman[image: External link] trained by the military in aerial combat using a specially designed wing pack.[35] On including Falcon, Reed said that it was not done just to include the character, rather "[i]t served a plot point; a purpose in our story" and allowed them to enhance Peña's "tip montages", which were written by production writers Gabriel Ferrari and Andrew Barrer,[36] also adding Falcon "seemed like the right character — not a marquee character like Iron Man or Thor[image: External link], but the right level of hero."[37] Rudd and McKay decided to include Falcon after watching Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[38]




	
Wood Harris[image: External link] as Gale:[31][32] A police officer and Paxton's partner.

	
Judy Greer[image: External link] as Maggie: Lang's estranged former wife.[31][32][39]


	
David Dastmalchian[image: External link] as Kurt:[31][32]
A member of Lang's crew.[27] Dastmalchian, who is American, worked with actress Isidora Goreshter to learn how to speak in his character's Russian accent. On his character, Dastmalchian said that he "had this idea that Kurt was born and raised in a town even further out than Siberia[image: External link] and he was just an amazing computer wizard who fell in with the wrong people. But he was obsessed with two things: Saturday Night Fever[image: External link] and Elvis Presley[image: External link], hence the polyester shirts unbuttoned too far and the hair in that pompadour."[40]




	
Michael Douglas[image: External link] as Hank Pym[image: External link]:
A former S.H.I.E.L.D. agent,[41] entomologist[image: External link], and physicist who became the original Ant-Man in 1963 after discovering the subatomic particles[image: External link] that make the transformation possible. He later mentors Lang to take over the role.[6][7][19][42] Douglas compared his decision to join a superhero film to his role in Behind the Candelabra[image: External link] saying, "Sometimes—like [when] they didn't see you for Liberace[image: External link]—you've got to shake them up a little bit and have some fun."[43] Describing Pym, Douglas said, "He's sort of a Northern California, formal guy. He's lost control of his company. He lives in sort of a time warp. He was always a bit of a tinkerer. He's got a lab, plus a lot of other stuff, in his basement that we find out about. He's certainly bitter about what happened with his company and deeply scared of what the future might hold—because he himself, after having gotten small so many times, it's difficult. He looks and tries to find a guy that he can work with and has the right characteristics, which is [Scott]."[15] Douglas indicated that he would not be wearing the Ant-Man suit.[44]






Additionally, John Slattery and Hayley Atwell reprise their roles as Howard Stark and Peggy Carter, respectively, from previous MCU media.[45][46] Slattery stated that his involvement in Ant-Man was "not that much more" than his participation in Iron Man 2,[47] while Atwell described her appearance as being "more of a cameo".[46] Abby Ryder Fortson[image: External link] portrays Cassie[image: External link], the daughter of Lang and Maggie;[2][16][48] Gregg Turkington[image: External link] appears as Dale, the manager of a Baskin-Robbins[image: External link] store;[32][49][50] and Martin Donovan[image: External link] plays Mitchell Carson[image: External link], a former member of S.H.I.E.L.D. who works for Hydra and looks to purchase the Yellowjacket technology.[51][52] Garrett Morris[image: External link], who portrayed Ant-Man in a Saturday Night Live[image: External link] sketch, appears as a taxi driver.[53] Ant-Man co-creator Stan Lee makes a cameo appearance in the film as a bartender.[54][55] Chris Evans[image: External link] and Sebastian Stan[image: External link] make uncredited appearances during the post-credits scene as Steve Rogers / Captain America[image: External link] and Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier[image: External link], respectively.[56] Hayley Lovitt makes a nonspeaking cameo as Janet van Dyne / Wasp[image: External link].[57] Tom Kenny[image: External link] provides the voice of a toy rabbit that Scott gives to Cassie.[58]
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Development of an Ant-Man film began as early as the late 1980s, when Ant-Man co-creator Stan Lee pitched the idea to New World Pictures[image: External link], Marvel Comics' parent company at the time. However, Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link] was developing a film based on a similar concept, Honey, I Shrunk the Kids[image: External link], and although Ant-Man went into development, nothing came to fruition.[59]

In 2000, Howard Stern[image: External link] met with Marvel in an attempt to purchase the film rights to Ant-Man.[60] In May of that year, Artisan Entertainment[image: External link] announced a deal with Marvel to coproduce, finance, and distribute a film based on Ant-Man.[61] In 2003, Edgar Wright and his writing partner Joe Cornish[image: External link] wrote a treatment for Artisan, with Wright explaining that it revolved around Scott Lang[image: External link] as a burglar "so he could have gone slightly in the Elmore Leonard[image: External link] route", though Artisan wanted the film to be "like a family thing". However, Wright believed that the treatment was never sent to Marvel.[62] A year later, the duo pitched the film to Marvel Studios' then head of production, Kevin Feige.[9] In April 2006, Marvel Studios hired Wright to direct Ant-Man as part of the company's first slate of independently produced films, buoyed by a $525 million revolving film-financing facility. Wright also signed to co-write the screenplay with Cornish, based on a comic book series about an electronics expert who can shrink to the size of an insect and communicate with ants via telepathic/cybernetic helmet, and to co-produce the film with his Big Talk Productions[image: External link] partner, Nira Park[image: External link].[63]

At the 2006 San Diego Comic-Con International, Wright said he was intrigued by the story's high concept and character. Wright also stressed that the film would not be a spoof[image: External link] but an action-adventure with some comedic elements and would incorporate both the Hank Pym[image: External link] and Scott Lang incarnations of the character.[65] Wright said that he was looking to "do a prologue where you see Pym as Ant-Man in action in the 60s, in sort of Tales to Astonish[image: External link] mode basically, and then the contemporary, sort of flash-forward, is Scott Lang's story, and how he comes to acquire the suit, how he crosses paths with Hank Pym, and then, in an interesting sort of Machiavellian way, teams up with him."[64] The next February, Wright said that the project was in "a holding pattern" while the script was being revised,[66] and that he had been doing research for the film by studying nanotechnology[image: External link].[67] In March 2008, Wright said that the first draft of the script had been completed and he was working on the second.[68]

Stan Lee tweeted in February 2010 that Marvel was prepping the film and that he met with Wright for lunch to discuss the character.[69] Wright noted that there was no timetable for the film because Marvel did not consider the character to be one of their bigger, tentpole properties, so "It's more like me and Kevin Feige saying...'Let's make a good script that works, that's all about a great genre film, and that isn't necessarily relying on anything else'".[70] At the 2010 San Diego Comic-Con International, Wright said that Ant-Man would not fit in the chronology of The Avengers due to the origin story he had written not working in the MCU.[71] In January 2011, Wright stated that he had resumed writing the script for the film following the conclusion of the international promotion for Scott Pilgrim vs. the World[image: External link],[72] and by April he and Cornish delivered the second draft of Ant-Man to Marvel.[73] At the 2011 San Diego Comic-Con International, Wright revealed a third draft had been handed in.[74]

In May 2012, Feige said that the project was "as close as it's ever been" while Wright teased the film by tweeting a pictogram of Ant-Man.[75] In June, Wright spent just under a week shooting footage for a reel that would be used to test out the potential look and tone of his movie, as well as to decide how convincing Ant-Man's powers look on screen.[76] The test footage was screened to audiences during the Marvel Studios panel at the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con International, with Wright confirming that Ant-Man would be happening.[77] Germain Lussier of /Film felt the footage worked and was "awesome", as "it had a totally different vibe from the other Marvel films. It was much more like something you'd recognize from Hot Fuzz[image: External link]."[78] Lussier, along with Katy Rich of CinemaBlend, also enjoyed the costume design choice.[78][79] That October, Disney scheduled the film for release on November 6, 2015.[80]

Feige stated in January 2013 that Ant-Man would be part of Phase Three of the Marvel Cinematic Universe,[81] and indicated in May that the screenplay needed to be modified in order to fit into the universe, as the project had been in development before the first Iron Man film. Feige also stated that shooting was slated to begin sometime in 2014,[82] and that casting would begin towards the end of 2013.[83] In July 2013, Wright said that he and Cornish had completed the script for the film and that Marvel allowed him to delay its production so that he could complete The World's End[image: External link],[84] as that film's producer Eric Fellner[image: External link] was diagnosed with cancer.[85]

In August 2013, after Joss Whedon, director of Avengers: Age of Ultron, announced that Hank Pym would not be Ultron[image: External link]'s creator, Wright said Ultron was never a part of the story of Ant-Man,[86] explaining that "just to sort of set up what Ant-Man does is enough for one movie".[87] Wright described Ant-Man as a stand-alone[image: External link] film but said it would fit into to the larger continuity of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, explaining, "I like to make it standalone because I think the premise of it needs time. I want to put the crazy premise of it into a real world, which is why I think Iron Man really works because it's a relatively simple universe; it's relatable. I definitely want to go into finding a streamlined format where you use the origin format to introduce the main character and further adventures can bring other people into it."[88] Wright also stated that pre-production for Ant-Man would begin in October and filming would begin in 2014.[89] The next month, Disney moved the film's release date up to July 31, 2015.[90]
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In October 2013, Wright revealed that he was in Los Angeles to work on Ant-Man by tweeting a photograph from the production of the June 2012 test reel.[91] Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link] and Paul Rudd were soon being considered for the lead role,[92] though Gordon-Levitt dismissed his consideration as a rumor.[93] Feige stated that Ant-Man would be a "heist movie[image: External link]", and that a casting announcement for Hank Pym would come before the end of 2013.[94] The next month, Feige stated that Eric O'Grady[image: External link]'s Ant-Man would not be featured in the film,[95] while Rudd became the front-runner to play Hank Pym, and casting for the character's girlfriend had begun.[96] Around that time, the filmmakers' intentions to shoot in the United Kingdom were dashed because of a lack of studio space, which Wright believed was due to the plan by Pinewood Shepperton[image: External link] to add fifteen studios to their facility, which was rejected in part by the local council in May 2013 because the project was eyeing protected land.[97][98] By the end of the month, the film was scheduled to be shot in the U.S. instead.[99]

In December 2013, Wright, a fan of the comic book since childhood—owning copies of Tales to Astonish #27 featuring "The Man in the Ant-Hill" storyline and Marvel Premiere[image: External link] #47 featuring the first appearance of Scott Lang—[100] stated that the difference between Ant-Man and other films featuring size-changing is "other shrinking movies are usually about somebody trapped small. This is different in that he can actually change size and he can do that at will, so it becomes more of a power than an impediment."[101] Wright also talked about the challenge of directing a superhero film, saying, "Shaun and Hot Fuzz and World's End are all R-rated films. I like the challenge of making a PG-13 film. Because you've got to entertain in a different way. You don't have the same tools."[102] By December 19, Rudd was in negotiations to star in the film,[103][104] and Marvel announced that he had been cast as Ant-Man the next day.[105]

In January 2014, Wright posted a screenshot on his blog from the Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes[image: External link] episode "To Steal an Ant-Man[image: External link]", which features Hank Pym and introduces the Scott Lang character, with the caption "homework".[106][107] Michael Douglas[image: External link] was subsequently cast as Pym, with Rudd confirmed to play Lang.[6] Michael Peña[image: External link] was offered an unspecified role in the film,[108] and filming was scheduled to take place at Pinewood Atlanta[image: External link] in Fayette County, Georgia[image: External link],[109] while Disney changed the release date once again, moving the film up to July 17, 2015.[110] The next month, Evangeline Lilly[image: External link] entered early talks to portray the female lead,[11] and Wright announced on his blog that Bill Pope[image: External link], who he worked with on Scott Pilgrim vs. the World and The World's End, would be his director of photography[image: External link].[111] By March, Wright and Cornish turned in a fifth draft of the script, amid alleged disputes on the direction the script was taking. As well, Wright and Cornish wrote a scene intended for the post-credits of Avengers: Age of Ultron that would have acted as a prelude to the film.[112] Corey Stoll entered negotiations for an undisclosed role in the film,[20] and by April, Patrick Wilson[image: External link] and Matt Gerald[image: External link] were cast in undisclosed roles.[113][114]

On May 23, 2014, Marvel and Wright jointly announced that Wright was leaving the project due to "differences in their vision of the film", and that the studio was closing in on a new director.[116] Pope also left the project in the wake of Wright's departure.[117] By May 30, Adam McKay had entered negotiations to replace Wright,[118] but pulled out of negotiations the next day.[119] On June 7, Marvel announced that Peyton Reed would direct the film, with McKay contributing to the film's script.[4] Other directors that had been under consideration include Ruben Fleischer[image: External link], Rawson Marshall Thurber[image: External link], Nicholas Stoller[image: External link], Michael Dowse[image: External link], and David Wain[image: External link].[120][121][122][123]

Later in June, Feige stated the film was still intended to be released on the July 17, 2015 date, with production slated to begin on August 18, 2014.[124][125] Feige elaborated that "much of the movie will still be based very much on [Wright and Cornish's] draft and the DNA of what Edgar has created up to this point", with Reed stepping in to direct and McKay reworking only parts of the script. "[Reed] wanted to be sure that he wasn't just inheriting something or following someone else's lead. Or wasn't inheriting something that the evil studio had watered down to be something bad," Feige continued. "He looked at everything, he talked with us, and he said 'Number one, I agree with the direction you're going in. And number two, I can add to it.'"[126]

McKay stated that Rudd helped him rewrite the script, calling Rudd "great with dialogue", adding "the two of us holed up in hotel rooms on the east and west coast, and I think it was like six to eight weeks we just ground it out and did a giant rewrite of the script. I was really proud of what we did, I really thought we put some amazing stuff in there and built on an already strong script from Edgar Wright and sort of just enhanced some stuff."[127] Rudd elaborated, "The idea, the trajectory, the goal, and the blueprint of it all, is really Edgar and Joe. It's their story. We changed some scenes, we added new sequences, we changed some characters, we added new characters. If you took the two scripts and held them up together they'd be very different—but the idea is all theirs."[128] Reed also offered contributions to the revised script, as did Lilly and Stoll, who contributed ideas to help flesh out their respective characters. Lilly's character received a fuller arc and more action sequences as a result.[15] One of the important things when joining the film for Reed was emphasizing both Hope and Janet van Dyne more, given the Wasp being "a crucial part" of the Ant-Man comics.[129] For their efforts, McKay and Rudd were credited as additional writers of the screenplay, with Wright and Cornish credited for the screenplay and story.[130] Wright also held an executive producer credit on the film.[131]

By the end of July, Wilson left the film because of scheduling conflicts brought on by the filming delay, and characters being played by Gerald and Kevin Weisman[image: External link] were cut in McKay's revised script.[26] Also, Reed indicated that in addition to Georgia, filming would take place in San Francisco.[132] The next month, Reed revealed that Scott Lang's daughter[image: External link] would appear in the film,[133] and Gabriel Ferrari and Andrew Barrer were hired to make further revisions to the script.[134] After reading the revised script, Evangeline Lilly felt that the film was "pulled" more into the MCU than Wright's version which "was much more in the Edgar Wright camp of films." She added that, while Wright's version was "incredible" and would have been great to film and watch, "it wouldn't have fit in the Marvel Universe. It would have stuck out like a sore thumb, no matter how good it was. It just would have taken you away from this cohesive universe they're trying to create. And therefore it ruins the suspended disbelief that they've built."[13]

Arnim Zola from Captain America: The First Avenger and Captain America: The Winter Soldier was considered to make an appearance in the film, with concept art created depicting him in his robot body from the comics.[135]
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Principal photography[image: External link] began on August 18, 2014 in San Francisco,[32] under the working title[image: External link] Bigfoot.[41] Scenes were shot in the Tenderloin[image: External link] neighborhood and Buena Vista Park[image: External link].[136] By the end of September 2014, production on Ant-Man moved to Pinewood Atlanta Studios in Fayette County, Georgia,[137] and David Callaham[image: External link] completed a rewrite of the film.[138] Filming also took place at the State Archives building in Downtown Atlanta[image: External link],[139] to double as Pym Technologies, which is located on Treasure Island, San Francisco[image: External link] in the film.[140] In October 2014, Martin Donovan[image: External link] was added to the cast,[51] and Feige revealed that Ant-Man would no longer start Phase Three of the Marvel Cinematic Universe and would instead be the final film of Phase Two.[141] When told by /Film's Germain Lussier that this placement between Avengers: Age of Ultron and Captain America: Civil War made the film feel like an afterthought, Feige replied,


It's not [an after thought]. The truth is the phases mean a lot to me and some people but...Civil War is the start of Phase Three. It just is. And Ant-Man is a different kind of culmination of Phase Two because it very much is in the MCU. You meet new characters and you learn about Hank Pym and his lineage with the MCU over the years. But at the same time, it also picks up the thread of Age of Ultron in terms of heroes—major heroes, Avengers—coming from unexpected places... And in that way it connects a lot. Also, Hank Pym's attitude towards Avengers, towards S.H.I.E.L.D., and kind of the cinematic universe in general, is much more informed after the events of Age of Ultron, and in a certain way, before the events of Civil War.[142]



Feige later expanded on this by saying, "[W]e put Ant-Man at the end of Phase Two as opposed to the beginning of Phase Three, because it sets up a lot of the things you're going to see heading into Phase Three, one of which is this mind-bending, reality-altering landscape [in Doctor Strange]."[38] On December 5, 2014, Reed announced on social media that principal photography on Ant-Man had been completed.[143]

For the film, cinematographer Russell Carpenter[image: External link] used a 1.85 aspect ratio[image: External link] shot with Arri Alexa XT[image: External link] and M[image: External link] cameras, using the M for fight sequences and helicopter filming. Camera operator Peter Rosenfeld said, "Russell and Peyton's decision to shoot in 1.85 was a good call, since at 2.35 there's insufficient height in frame to appreciate the vertical aspects of [Ant-Man] going from standing full-size to falling through a crack in the floor." Carpenter and Technicolor[image: External link] also devised a lookup table[image: External link] (LUT) to darken the color palette. Carpenter said, "For a lot of recent comedies I've kept my LUTs kind of ' Kodak[image: External link]' – saturated and upbeat. But this show needed something different that affected skin tones and the Ant-Man suit, which dates back to the 1980s, so it looks a little run-down. What I loved about this LUT was how it allowed the costume to retain the color but took it from fire-engine red to something a little more weathered."[144]

The filmmakers made extensive use of macro photography[image: External link]. Production designer Shepherd Frankel said, "It's more visually interesting to depict things from Ant-Man's point of view instead of seeing him from a normal perspective. But we wanted a realistic realization, not Honey, I Shrunk the Kids with its oversized set pieces."[144] Rebecca Baehler served as the director of macro photography, taking cues from Carpenter.[145] Carpenter said vibration became "a tremendous problem" when moving the camera during the macro photography because "one inch off the ground is like fifteen feet in the air. From an ant's perspective, you move four inches, to a human perspective, that's a football field!" The solution required the filmmakers to search for a creative solution, so they turned to Baehler, who had a background in commercial "tabletop" photography. In order to add Rudd's performance as Ant-Man when in the macro world, a Centroid facial capture set up was used, with a five-camera array of Alexas surrounding Rudd. Rosenfeld explained, "One camera was set up vertically while the others were horizontal with overlapping image areas, all set to record at 48 frames per second. This maximized resolution and provided 3D modeling [of] Paul's performance." Reed would then call out story moments with Rudd performing "facial expressions that would later be composited on a CG[image: External link] Ant-Man."[144]
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Following the completion of principal photography, Marvel released an updated synopsis revealing that Jordi Mollà[image: External link] was included in the cast and the names of several supporting characters.[31] However, Mollà subsequently did not appear in the theatrical release of the film. Reed explained that the film's original opening, which was filmed and cut in the editing process, featured a standalone sequence similar to the opening of a James Bond film[image: External link], where an unseen Pym was attempting to retrieve some microfilm from Mollà's character, Castillo, a Panama army general. Reed stated the scene was going to show Ant-Man's powers, without seeing him, almost "like an Invisible Man sequence, and it's really, really cool. It started to feel tonally disconnected from the movie we were making and story-wise, and it also kind of like, it set a standalone adventure, but it didn’t just connect to the rest of our story...It felt like vestige of those earlier drafts [by Wright and Cornish], which as a standalone thing was really cool."[146] Dan Lebental and Colby Parker, Jr. served as film editors[image: External link].[32] In March 2015, Hayley Atwell confirmed that she would reprise her role as Peggy Carter in the film.[46] In April 2015, Reed stated that the film was not completed yet and would be undergoing "a little bit of additional" filming.[147]

In June 2015, Feige confirmed that the character of Janet van Dyne would be seen, though the film would not address Pym and van Dyne's infamous domestic abuse storyline in the comics, saying, "We hint at a temper in a way that people who know the stories might go, 'Oh, perhaps that's a bit of [Hank's] character,' but not in a way that would ever indicate [he beat his wife]."[148] Also in the month, Reed confirmed there would be a post-credit sequence "that may tie into the other films."[149] Feige revealed the post-credit sequence was footage shot by Anthony and Joe Russo for Captain America: Civil War, saying the clip would be seen in that film, though it may be "different takes...different angles."[150][151] On June 25, 2015, Reed announced on social media that production of Ant-Man was officially complete.[152] In early July 2015, an international teaser trailer revealed that Anthony Mackie would appear in the film as Sam Wilson / Falcon.[35] Mackie appears in the post-credit sequence as well, along with Chris Evans[image: External link] and Sebastian Stan[image: External link] as Steve Rogers / Captain America[image: External link] and Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier[image: External link], respectively.[56] Stan stated the scene that was used for the post-credit sequence was shot in May 2015, and would appear in the middle of Civil War.[153] Also in the month, Reed revealed that the quantum realm in the film was the MCU's version of the microverse,[36] which could not be called that due to legal reasons. The alternate name was suggested by consultant Spiros Michalakis, a quantum physicist and staff researcher at the California Institute of Technology[image: External link], to "inject elements of modern physics into the script".[154] Reed also said that the end of the film originally had a sequence where Ant-Man went after Carson to retrieve the stolen vial of Cross' particles, "... But then for a couple reasons, it felt like maybe we should leave those particles out there."[155] For the title sequences, Marvel again went with design firm Sarofsky, who had done the credits for both Captain America: The Winter Soldier and Guardians of the Galaxy, with the credits "intricately connected to the film's overall narrative."[156]

Visual effects for the film were provided by Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] (ILM), Lola VFX, Double Negative[image: External link], Luma Pictures, and Method Studios[image: External link], with previsualization[image: External link] by The Third Floor.[15][145][157] Double Negative handled the scenes featuring shrunken characters, incorporating the macro photography and motion capture[image: External link] performances shot in principal photography with digital models of the characters. Double Negative also worked on Ant-Man's shrinking effect, in coordination with ILM to be used by all vendors, which showed the outline of his body – an element from the comics. Visual effects supervisor Alex Wuttke said, "It's like a little time echo. As Ant-Man shrinks in almost a stop motion way he would leave behind outlines of the poses he'd been in as he shrinks down... We'd have two CG cameras rendering the action from different points along the timeline with slightly different framings. One would be the main shot camera, the other would be a utility camera that would provide renders of static poses of Ant-Man at different points along the timeline."[145]

For the flashbacks in 1989, Douglas and Donovan appeared de-aged[image: External link] via CGI, alongside Atwell as Carter (aged in makeup and with CGI) and John Slattery as Howard Stark.[41][49][145][148] To de-age Douglas, Lola VFX used a similar process and technology that was used to make Steve Rogers skinny in Captain America: The First Avenger and Carter older in Captain America: The Winter Soldier as well as footage of Douglas' other films from the late 1980s as reference.[38][157] Dax Griffin[image: External link] served as Douglas' body double[image: External link] and an additional reference for Lola, because of his "striking resemblance of Michael when he was about 40".[157][158] For Donovan, he only needed to be de-aged about a decade, so no double was used. The work on him focused on his eyes, neck, and chin. Atwell wore a wig on set, along with a fine layer of latex makeup to give the skin a more leathery look, with Lola transposing the facial features of an elderly actress onto her face.[145]

Method and Luma both worked on creating the various ants seen in the film, with Method creating the several species of ants, to share among the vendors. Luma also handled many of the scenes at Pym Technologies when Ant-Man attempts to acquire the Yellowjacket. ILM worked on the Falcon fight sequence, having done Falcon visual effects in The Winter Soldier. Using practical suit pieces built by Legacy Effects[image: External link], ILM mixed live-action shots with digital take-overs and fully digital shots to create the sequence. ILM also handled the sequences in the quantum realm, providing an array of microscopic and largely psychedelic imagery for the subatomic shrinking, taking advantage of procedural fractal rendering techniques the studio had utilized on Lucy[image: External link].[145]
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Main article: Ant-Man (soundtrack)


In February 2014, Wright tweeted that Steven Price[image: External link] would score the film.[111] However, Price left soon after Wright's departure from the project in May 2014.[117] In January 2015, Christophe Beck, who worked with Reed on Bring It On[image: External link], was hired to replace Price.[159] Describing the film's score, Beck said, "For Ant-Man, I wanted to write a score in the grand symphonic tradition of my favorite superhero movies, with a sweeping scope and a big, catchy main theme. What makes this score stand out among other Marvel movies, though, is a sneaky sense of fun since it is, after all, not only a superhero movie, but also a heist comedy."[160] Hollywood Records released the soundtrack digitally on July 17, 2015, and had a physical release on August 7.[161]
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Ant-Man premiered at the Dolby Theatre[image: External link] in Hollywood on June 29, 2015,[162] and opened the 2015 Fantasia International Film Festival[image: External link] on July 14, 2015, along with Miss Hokusai[image: External link].[163] The film was released in France on July 14,[164] and was released in North America on July 17,[110] in 3D[image: External link] and IMAX 3D[image: External link].[165][166] The film was released in the United States in 3,800 theaters, with the breakdown of 3,100 3D screens, 361 IMAX screens, 388 large format[image: External link] screens and 133 D-Box[image: External link] screens.[164] Ant-Man had originally been scheduled for release on November 6, 2015.[80] In September 2013, the release was moved to July 31, 2015,[90] before changing for a final time to July 17, 2015 in January 2014.[110] An unfinished version of the film was screened on June 24, 2015, at CineEurope[image: External link].[167]
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In March 2014, ABC aired a one-hour television special, Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe, which included a sneak peek of Ant-Man.[168][169] In July 2014, Reed, Rudd, Douglas, Lilly, and Stoll appeared at Marvel Studios' panel at the 2014 San Diego Comic-Con International to help promote the film and screen a visual effects test featuring Rudd and Douglas.[19] In October 2014, Marvel Comics' Editor-in-Chief Axel Alonso[image: External link] stated there are comic tie-in plans for the film.[170] In November 2014, ABC aired another one-hour television special titled, Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop![image: External link], which featured behind the scenes footage of Ant-Man.[171] Marvel Comics' February 2015 solicitations released in December 2014, revealed a two-issue comic tie-in, Marvel's Ant-Man Prelude, following Hank Pym as Ant-Man on a mission during the Cold War.[172] A second comic tie-in, Marvel's Ant-Man—Scott Lang: Small Time, was released digitally on March 3, 2015. It explains Lang's circumstances at the beginning of the film.[173]

In January 2015, Disney officially began the film's marketing campaign by releasing a miniature "ant-sized" teaser trailer, a full-sized version of the same teaser trailer, a poster, a cover on Entertainment Weekly, and a full-length trailer during the premiere of the television series Agent Carter. Scott Mendelson of Forbes, said, "It was darn-clever for Disney to put out a miniature 'can't see anything without a microscope' version of the now-standard trailer for the trailer. I sighed just a little when they 'gave in' and released a human-sized version, realizing that Disney had just released what amounted to a teaser to a teaser to a trailer... But nonetheless, credit where credit is due, Disney was able to turn a single theatrical trailer into three separate news drops in about five days." Mendelson went on to say that "the peppy, witty trailer above is a general audience sell. Marvel knows the geeks will come if only to throw stones, but it's the mainstream audience that needs to be sold. So far, so good."[174] However, Graeme McMillan of The Hollywood Reporter criticized the trailer for its placement during the broadcast premiere of Agent Carter, its tone, its soundtrack, and for being thematically similar to other trailers from Marvel Studios. McMillan concluded, "The Ant-Man trailer isn't bad, per se; it is, however, impressively underwhelming, which almost seems worse. Thanks to the last-minute exit of original writer-director Edgar Wright and the subsequent struggle to find a replacement, Ant-Man has become the movie that people are expecting to be Marvel's first failure, in critical if not financial terms, at least; this trailer, which fails to convince and gets by on goodwill for those involved and the Marvel brand as much as anything else, doesn't do enough — or anything, really — to persuade audiences that that's not the case."[175] The trailer generated 29 million views worldwide in three days, the third-largest viewership for a Marvel Studios film, behind trailers for Iron Man 3 and Avengers: Age of Ultron.[176]

In April 2015, Marvel debuted a second trailer for Ant-Man. Mendelson said it was "frankly the Ant-Man trailer that we've been waiting for. It's not just funny and exciting, it's an 'Ah ha!' moment when we realize just what exactly an Ant-Man movie has to offer."[177] Also in April, miniature billboards[image: External link] promoting Ant-Man with battery-powered LED[image: External link] lights began appearing in Melbourne[image: External link], Brisbane[image: External link] and other areas around Queensland[image: External link], Australia as part of a street marketing[image: External link] campaign for the film.[178] The next month, Marvel, in partnership with Dolby Laboratories[image: External link], Visa[image: External link], and Raspberry Pi[image: External link], announced the "Ant-Man Micro-Tech Challenge", aimed at females aged 14 through 18, to create DIY[image: External link] projects involving micro technology and readily accessible and found materials. Winners teamed with STEM[image: External link] (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics education) programs in their areas to lead teams in recreating their projects.[179] In June, Marvel released posters featuring Ant-Man juxtaposed with Iron Man's armor[image: External link], Captain America's shield[image: External link], and Thor's hammer Mjolnir[image: External link]. Mendelson compared this to Disney's marketing campaign for Lilo & Stitch[image: External link] that put the protagonist[image: External link] into iconic scenes from other Disney cartoons.[180] A six-minute IMAX preview of the film began screeing before showings of Jurassic World[image: External link],[181] and scenes from the film were shown at Disney California Adventure's Bug's Life Theater[image: External link] in 3D with in-theater effects.[182]

In early July 2015, Marvel began a viral marketing campaign featuring Leslie Bibb, reprising her role from the Iron Man films as journalist Christine Everhart, reporting for the faux news program WHIH Newsfront. In the program, Everhart discuses the fallout from the events of Avengers: Age of Ultron, Lang's imprisonment,[183][184] and events leading to Captain America: Civil War.[8] Also in July, Michael Douglas and executives from Marvel Entertainment rang the closing bell of the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] in celebration of the release of Ant-Man.[185] Disney spent $34.8 million on television advertising for the film, more than the $26.9 million spent for Avengers: Age of Ultron, since the former was a new property.[186]

In December 2015, to commemorate the home media release of Ant-Man, Marvel UK[image: External link] launched a website that offers visitors a view of various London landmarks from the perspective of an ant in a Google Street View[image: External link]-type experience. The company commissioned photographer Will Pearson to capture ten different locations including Tower Bridge[image: External link], Oxford Circus[image: External link], the British Museum[image: External link], St Paul's Cathedral[image: External link] and Nelson's Column[image: External link] using a 360° miniature camera that sat centimeters off of the ground.[187]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Home media




Ant-Man was released for digital download[image: External link] by Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link] on November 17, 2015 and released on Blu-ray[image: External link], Blu-ray 3D[image: External link], and DVD[image: External link] on December 8, 2015. The digital and Blu-ray releases include behind-the-scenes featurettes, audio commentary, deleted scenes, and a blooper reel.[188] Upon its first week of release on home media in the U.S., the film debuted at number two on the Nielsen VideoScan[image: External link] First Alert chart, which tracks overall disc sales, as well as the dedicated Blu-ray Disc sales chart, with 63% of unit sales coming from Blu-ray.[189]

The film was also collected in the 13-disc box set[image: External link], titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Two Collection[image: External link]", which includes all of the Phase Two[image: External link] films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It was released on December 8, 2015.[190]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Ant-Man grossed $180.2 million in North America and $339.1 million in other territories for a worldwide total of $519.3 million.[3] Deadline.com calculated the net profit of the film to be $103.9 million, when factoring together "production budgets, P&A, talent participations and other costs, with box office grosses, and ancillary revenues from VOD to DVD and TV," placing it 14th on their list of 2015's "Most Valuable Blockbusters".[191]

Ant-Man made $6.4 million from its Thursday night showings in North America, with 48% of tickets sales for IMAX and other large-format showings, and $23.4 million on its opening day, including Thursday's previews,[192] making it the second-lowest opening day for a Marvel film, only ahead of 2008's The Incredible Hulk ($21.4 million).[193] It fell 18% to earn $19.25 million on Saturday, and for its opening weekend total, earned $57.2 million.[192][194] It marked the second-lowest debut for Marvel ahead of the $55.4 million debut of The Incredible Hulk in 2008.[195] IMAX contributed $6.1 million to the opening gross, with premium large format screens comprising $6.4 million and Cinemark XD[image: External link] comprising $1.3 million, respectively. Though the film fell below its $60 million estimate, Disney nonetheless said it was content with the results, which continued Marvel's streak of number one opening films, giving the studio its twelfth consecutive win.[192] Disney also reported that the film drew the largest share of families (28%) and women (32%) of any Marvel superhero title.[195] It was also the biggest live-action opening ever for Rudd (breaking Knocked Up[image: External link]'s record of $30.7 million) and a record opening for Douglas.[192] It continued to be the top film at the box office in its second weekend.[196]

Outside North America, it earned $55.4 million in its opening weekend from 37 countries, debuting in third place at the international box office behind the Chinese film Monster Hunt[image: External link] and Minions[image: External link] as well as an IMAX opening of $9.1 million. The top openings were the UK ($6 million), Mexico ($5.6 million), and Russia ($4.9 million). It had the biggest opening for a first-installment Marvel film in Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, and Thailand.[197] The film's opening in South Korea in early September 2015 earned $9.3 million, the highest opening for an international market at the time,[198] before being surpassed by the Chinese opening in mid-October 2015, which earned $42.4 million, with $5.1 million coming from IMAX. The large opening weekend in China helped Ant-Man place first at the international box office for the first time, with the Chinese opening the second largest for an MCU film in the country behind Avengers: Age of Ultron.[199][200] The film stayed at number one in China for a second week, earning an additional $22 million.[201] As of November 1, 2015, the largest markets are China with $101.3 million, followed by the UK with $25.4 million, and South Korea with $18.9 million.[202][203]
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 Critical response




The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported an 81% approval rating, based on 276 reviews, with an average rating of 6.8/10. The website's consensus reads, "Led by a charming performance from Paul Rudd, Ant-Man offers Marvel thrills on an appropriately smaller scale – albeit not as smoothly as its most successful predecessors."[204] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has an average score of 64 out of 100, based on 43 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[205] CinemaScore[image: External link] reported that audiences gave the film an "A" grade on an A+ to F scale.[192]

Justin Chang of Variety said the film "succeeds well enough as a genial diversion and sometimes a delightful one, predicated on the rarely heeded Hollywood wisdom that less really can be more."[206] Todd McCarthy[image: External link] of The Hollywood Reporter remarked, "Although the story dynamics are fundamentally silly and the family stuff, with its parallel father-daughter melodrama, is elemental button-pushing, a good cast led by a winning Paul Rudd puts the nonsense over in reasonably disarming fashion."[207] Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times wrote, "Playful in unexpected ways and graced with a genuinely off-center sense of humor, Ant-Man (engagingly directed by Peyton Reed) is light on its feet the way the standard-issue Marvel behemoths never are."[208] Kim Newman[image: External link] of Empire wrote that it "straddles as many genres as the Avengers films have characters but manages to do most of them pretty well. Extremely likable, with a few moments of proper wonder."[209] A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times said, "This film is a passable piece of drone work from the ever-expanding Marvel-Disney colony."[210]

Conversely, Alonso Duralde of TheWrap said the film "serves up jokes that don't land and thrills that don't thrill."[211] Richard Roeper[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] said Ant-Man "is a lightweight, cliché-riddled origins story that veers between inside-joke comedy, ponderous redemption story lines and admittedly nifty CGI sequences that still seem relatively insignificant compared to the high stakes and city-shattering destruction that take place in most of the Avengers movies."[212] Catherine Shoard of The Guardian[image: External link] wrote, "Ant-Man is a cut-and-shut muddle, haunted by [Edgar Wright's] ghost, produced by a high-end hot dog factory, by turns giddying and stupefying."[213] Joe Morgenstern of The Wall Street Journal said that it is "a film that will surely be popular, given Marvel's marketing might, but one that's woefully short on coherence and originality."[214] Christopher Orr[image: External link] of The Atlantic[image: External link] said, "It's difficult to shake the sense that the film was assembled hurriedly and somewhat haphazardly. Which, from all available evidence, is exactly what happened."[215]
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref(s)



	2015
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Summer Movie Star: Male
	Paul Rudd
	Nominated
	[216]



	Choice Summer Movie Star: Female
	Evangeline Lilly[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2016
	Critics' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor in an Action Movie[image: External link]
	Paul Rudd
	Nominated
	[217]



	American Cinema Editors Awards[image: External link]
	Best Edited Feature Film – Comedy or Musical[image: External link]
	Dan Lebental and Colby Parker, Jr
	Nominated
	[218]



	British Academy Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Special Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Jake Morrison, Greg Steele, Dan Sudick[image: External link] and Alex Wuttke
	Nominated
	[219]



	Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Created Environment in a Photoreal Feature
	Florian Witzel, Taylor Shaw, Alexis Hall, Heath Kraynak
	Nominated
	[220]



	Outstanding Virtual Cinematography in a Photoreal Project
	James Baker, Alex Kahn, Thomas Luff, Rebecca Baehler
	Nominated



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie
	Ant-Man
	Nominated
	[221]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comic-to-Film Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Ant-Man
	Won
	[222]



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Michael Douglas[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Evangeline Lilly[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Paul Rudd
	Nominated



	Best Film Director[image: External link]
	Peyton Reed
	Nominated



	Best Film Editing[image: External link]
	Dan Lebental, Colby Parker, Jr.
	Nominated



	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comedy[image: External link]
	Ant-Man
	Nominated
	[223]



	Best Visual Effects
	Ant-Man
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Hero[image: External link]
	Paul Rudd
	Nominated
	[224]



	Golden Trailer Awards[image: External link]
	Best Fantasy Adventure
	"Control"
	Nominated
	[225]



	Best Fantasy Adventure TV Spot
	"Operation Online"
	Nominated
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 Sequel




In June 2015, Reed stated, "If we were lucky enough to be able to do a sequel or even a prequel, I'd be way into it. I've really fallen in love with these characters... [T]here's a lot of story to tell with Hank Pym."[226] In July 2015, Douglas expressed the desire to have his wife Catherine Zeta-Jones[image: External link] play Janet van Dyne,[227] while Lilly hoped to see Michelle Pfeiffer[image: External link] in the role.[228] Douglas also revealed he was not signed for any additional films, but "would look forward to more if it comes my way".[229] Also in July, Feige revealed that the studio had "a supercool idea for the next Ant-Man film, and if audiences want it, we'll find a place to do it."[38] Reed also mentioned that there had been talks of doing a standalone adventure with Hank Pym as Ant-Man, possibly including the original opening to Ant-Man that featured Jordi Mollà, which had been cut from the final film. Eric Eisenberg of Cinema Blend opined that a standalone adventure with Pym and the cut sequence would be a good candidate to revive the Marvel One-Shots short film series.[146] By the end of the month, Dastmalchian expressed interest in returning for a sequel.[40]

In October 2015, Marvel Studios confirmed that a sequel, titled Ant-Man and the Wasp, is scheduled for release on July 6, 2018.[230] By late October, Reed entered negotiations to direct the sequel,[231] and was confirmed to return in November 2015, along with Rudd and Lilly.[232] Barrer, Ferrari and Rudd were confirmed to write the screenplay in December 2015.[233] In June 2016, at the 42nd Saturn Awards[image: External link], Reed confirmed that the film would deal with the aftermath of Captain America: Civil War, with Lang as a global fugitive.[234] In August 2016, Peña was confirmed to be reprising his role as Luis in the sequel with filming set to begin the following year.[235] In February 2017, Douglas confirmed that he would reprise his role as Hank Pym in the sequel.[236] Filming is expected to begin in July 2017,[236] once again at Pinewood Atlanta Studios in Fayette County, Georgia under the working title Cherry Blue.[237][238][239] Dastmalchian confirmed on April 2017 that he will return as Kurt,[240] and the following month Harris confirmed that he would reprise his role as Dave.[241] Hannah John-Kamen[image: External link] was cast in June 2017, in an undisclosed role.[242]
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 Notes






	
^ As seen in Captain America: Civil War (2016).
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Captain America: Civil War






Captain America: Civil War is a 2016 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America[image: External link], produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger and 2014's Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and the thirteenth film of the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film is directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, with a screenplay by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link], and features an ensemble cast[image: External link], including Chris Evans[image: External link], Robert Downey Jr., Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Sebastian Stan[image: External link], Anthony Mackie, Don Cheadle[image: External link], Jeremy Renner[image: External link], Chadwick Boseman[image: External link], Paul Bettany, Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link], Paul Rudd, Emily VanCamp[image: External link], Tom Holland[image: External link], Frank Grillo[image: External link], William Hurt[image: External link], and Daniel Brühl[image: External link]. In Captain America: Civil War, disagreement over international oversight of the Avengers fractures them into opposing factions—one led by Steve Rogers and the other by Tony Stark.

Development of Civil War began in late 2013 when Markus and McFeely began writing the screenplay, which borrows concepts from the 2006 comic book storyline "Civil War[image: External link]", while also focusing on story and character elements from the previous Captain America films to conclude the trilogy. Following positive reactions to test screenings of The Winter Soldier, the Russo brothers were brought back to direct in early 2014. The film's title and premise were revealed in October 2014, along with Downey's casting; additional cast members joined in the following months. Principal photography began in April 2015 at Pinewood Atlanta Studios[image: External link] in Fayette County, Georgia[image: External link], and continued in the Metro Atlanta[image: External link] area before concluding in Germany in August 2015, with the film being the first to use IMAX's digital 2D cameras (for the film's central airport fight sequence). Visual effects[image: External link] were provided by nearly 20 different studios during the post-production[image: External link] process.

Captain America: Civil War held its world premiere in Los Angeles[image: External link] on April 12, 2016, and was released in the United States on May 6, 2016, in 3D and IMAX 3D. The film became a critical and commercial success, grossing over $1.1 billion worldwide, making it the highest-grossing film of 2016[image: External link] and the 12th-highest-grossing film of all time[image: External link].





TOP
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 Plot




In 1991, the brainwashed super-soldier James "Bucky" Barnes[image: External link] is dispatched from a Hydra base in Siberia[image: External link] to intercept an automobile carrying a case of super-soldier serum. In the present day, approximately one year after Ultron[image: External link]'s defeat in the nation of Sokovia at the hands of the Avengers,[N 1] Steve Rogers[image: External link], Natasha Romanoff, Sam Wilson, and Wanda Maximoff[image: External link] stop Brock Rumlow[image: External link] from stealing a biological weapon from a lab in Lagos[image: External link]. Rumlow blows himself up, hoping to kill Rogers. When Maximoff throws the explosion into the sky with telekinesis, it damages a nearby building, killing several Wakandan[image: External link] humanitarian workers.

U.S. Secretary of State[image: External link] Thaddeus Ross[image: External link] informs the Avengers that the United Nations[image: External link] (UN) is preparing to pass the Sokovia Accords[image: External link], which will establish a UN panel to oversee and control the team. The Avengers are divided: Tony Stark supports oversight because of his role in Ultron's creation and Sokovia's devastation, while Rogers has more faith in his own judgment than that of a government. At a conference in Vienna[image: External link] where the Accords are to be ratified, a bomb kills King T'Chaka[image: External link] of Wakanda. Security footage indicates the bomber is Barnes, whom T'Chaka's son, T'Challa[image: External link], vows to kill. Informed by Sharon Carter of Barnes' whereabouts and the authorities' intentions to kill him, Rogers tries to bring in Barnes—his childhood friend and war comrade—himself. Rogers and Wilson track Barnes to Bucharest[image: External link] and attempt to protect him from T'Challa and the authorities, but all four, including T'Challa, are apprehended.

Helmut Zemo[image: External link] tracks down and kills Barnes' old Hydra handler, stealing a book containing the trigger words that activate Barnes' brainwashing. Impersonating a psychiatrist sent to interview Barnes, Zemo recites the words to make Barnes obey him. He questions Barnes, then sends him on a rampage to cover his own escape. Rogers stops Barnes and sneaks him away. When Barnes regains his senses, he explains that Zemo is the real Vienna bomber and wanted the location of the Siberian Hydra base, where other brainwashed "Winter Soldiers" are kept in cryogenic stasis[image: External link]. Unwilling to wait for authorization to apprehend Zemo, Rogers and Wilson go rogue, and recruit Maximoff, Clint Barton, and Scott Lang to their cause. With Ross's permission, Stark assembles a team composed of Romanoff, T'Challa, James Rhodes[image: External link], Vision, and Peter Parker to capture the renegades. Stark's team intercepts Rogers' group at Leipzig/Halle Airport[image: External link], where they fight until Romanoff allows Rogers and Barnes to escape. The rest of Rogers' team is captured and detained at the Raft prison[image: External link], while Rhodes is partially paralyzed after being inadvertently shot down by Vision, and Romanoff goes into exile.

Stark discovers evidence that Barnes was framed by Zemo and convinces Wilson to give him Rogers' destination. Without informing Ross, Stark goes to the Siberian Hydra facility and strikes a truce with Rogers and Barnes, unaware they were secretly followed by T'Challa. They find that the other super-soldiers have been killed by Zemo, who shows them footage that reveals that Barnes killed Stark's parents in 1991. Enraged that Rogers kept this from him, Stark turns on them both, dismembering Barnes' robotic arm. Rogers disables Stark's armor[image: External link] and departs with Barnes, leaving his shield[image: External link] behind. Satisfied that he has avenged his family's deaths in Sokovia from the Avengers' actions by irreparably fracturing them, Zemo attempts suicide, but is stopped by T'Challa and taken to the authorities.

In the aftermath, Stark provides Rhodes with exoskeletal leg braces that allow him to walk again, while Rogers breaks his allies out of the Raft. In a mid-credits scene, Barnes, granted asylum in Wakanda, chooses to return to cryogenic sleep until a cure for his brainwashing is found. In a post-credits scene[image: External link], Parker tests a new gadget.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cast





	
Chris Evans[image: External link] as Steve Rogers / Captain America[image: External link]:
The leader of a faction of Avengers against regulation;[5][6] a World War II veteran who was enhanced to the peak of human physicality and frozen in suspended animation, before waking up in the modern world.[7][8] Director Anthony Russo described Captain America's character arc in the film as taking "him from the most ra-ra company man" to someone who is "a somewhat willing propagandist" to "an insurgent" at the end of the film.[9] Unlike the comics' Civil War, the film was never going to kill Rogers, as the directors thought that was "an easy ending ... The more difficult and more interesting place to leave a family fight is: can these important relationships ever be repaired? Is this family broken permanently?"[10] Evans' training regimen to get in shape for the role included weight lifting, which consisted of "the classic bodyweight and bodybuilding stuff", gymnastics and plyometrics[image: External link], while staying away from cardio-based exercises, along with a high-protein diet.[11] His costume in the film received "subtle changes to all the details and cut" as well as its color, becoming a combination of the stealth suit from Winter Soldier and the Avengers: Age of Ultron suit.[12]




	
Robert Downey Jr. as Tony Stark / Iron Man:
The leader of a faction of Avengers in support of regulation;[5][6] a self-described genius, billionaire, playboy, and philanthropist with electromechanical suits of armor[image: External link] of his own invention.[13][14] Anthony Russo said that Stark's egomania allowed the writers "to bring him to a point in his life where he was willing to submit to an authority, where he felt it was the right thing to do." Joe Russo added that because of the visions Stark saw in Age of Ultron, he now has a guilt complex which "drives him to make very specific decisions," calling his emotional arc "very complicated".[9] Downey's personal trainer Eric Oram stated that the trick to pitting Rogers against Stark, "is to show Iron Man using the 'minimum force' necessary to win the fight".[15] Marvel initially wanted Downey's part to be smaller, but "Downey wanted Stark to have a more substantial role in the film's plot." Variety noted that Downey would receive $40 million plus backend for his participation, as well as an additional payout if the film outperformed The Winter Soldier, as Marvel would attribute that success to Downey's presence.[16]




	
Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow:
An Avenger allied with Stark;[5][6] formerly a highly trained S.H.I.E.L.D. spy.[17] Anthony Russo noted her torn allegiances in the film, saying "her head is with Tony's side of things, but her heart is with Cap in a lot of ways."[9] Johansson added that Romanoff is "looking to strategize her position, putting herself in a place where she is able to let the powers that be fight it out" in order for her to "have a better perspective of what's really going on."[18] Describing her character's situation after the events of Avengers: Age of Ultron, Johansson said, "I think that the Widow's past will always haunt her. She's trying to move forward, she's trying to pick up the pieces of her life."[19] She also said that Romanoff is at a point in her life where she can make choices herself, without having others have a hand in the decision process.[20] On the continuation of the relationship between Romanoff and Rogers from The Winter Soldier, Joe Russo said that they wanted to "test it" by having Romanoff point out to Rogers the mistakes the team have made and convince him "that it might not be as black and white as he sees it" and that the Avengers must "find a way to work within the system so that [they] aren't disbanded."[9]




	
Sebastian Stan[image: External link] as Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier[image: External link]:
A physically enhanced brainwashed assassin allied with Rogers;[5][6] his best friend who reemerged after being thought killed in action[image: External link] during World War II.[21][22][23] This portrayal is an amalgam of Barnes and the Winter Soldier, with Stan saying, "here's the guy when you merge the two. This is what came out. To me, he's never really going to be Bucky Barnes again. There's going to be recognizable things about him, but his path through the [experiences of] Winter Soldier is always going to be there, haunting him."[24] Because of this, the character has more lines in the film than in Winter Soldier.[25]




	
Anthony Mackie as Sam Wilson / Falcon:
An Avenger allied with Rogers;[5][6] a former pararescueman[image: External link] trained by the military in aerial combat using a specially designed wing pack.[26] Wilson is aided by a robotic drone named Redwing[image: External link].[27] Discussing the relationship between Wilson and Rogers, Mackie said, "With Falcon and Cap, what's so great is there's a mutual respect. There's a soldier respect. What's great about ... [Captain America: Civil War] is you get to see their relationship grow,"[28] adding, "He respects and admires Cap because Cap earned his rank as opposed to sitting in an office and just delegating orders."[29] Joe Russo stated that the inclusion of Barnes to Rogers' side forces Wilson to question the dynamic and relationship he has with Rogers going forward.[9]




	
Don Cheadle[image: External link] as James "Rhodey" Rhodes / War Machine[image: External link]:
An Avenger allied with Stark;[5][6] an officer in the U.S. Air Force[image: External link] who operates the War Machine armor.[30] Cheadle called Rhodes' appearance in the film a "bit more intense and pivotal" compared to his previous appearances.[31]




	
Jeremy Renner[image: External link] as Clint Barton / Hawkeye:
A master archer[image: External link] allied with Rogers;[5][6] a retired Avenger and S.H.I.E.L.D. agent.[12][32] On Barton's reasons for joining Rogers' side, Renner said, "Cap was the first guy who called. Let's just get the job done so I can get home to the family,"[29] along with feeling an obligation to side with Scarlet Witch, since her brother, Pietro Maximoff / Quicksilver[image: External link], sacrificed himself to save Barton in Avengers: Age of Ultron.[33] On how he and Barton fit into the Marvel Cinematic Universe, Renner said, "I'm happy to be the ensemble. I'm not scratching or clawing to do a solo movie by any means ... I think [Barton's] a utility guy that can bounce around into other people's universes a little bit".[34]




	
Chadwick Boseman[image: External link] as T'Challa / Black Panther[image: External link]:
The prince of the African nation of Wakanda[image: External link] allied with Stark,[5][6][35][36][37] who gains superhuman abilities from ingesting the Heart Shaped Herb.[38] Producer Kevin Feige explained that the character was included "because we needed a third party. We needed fresh eyes who wasn't embedded with the Avengers and who has a very different point of view than either Tony or Steve." T'Challa is in the "beginning phases of taking on" the Black Panther mantle,[39] and appears in more than a cameo, with a full arc and character journey with "his own conflict and his own people that he's looking out for."[40] Boseman did not audition for the role, instead having a "discussion about what [Marvel] wanted to do and how I saw it and what I wanted to do."[41] T'Challa is torn between needing to live up to traditions and the legacy of his father and Wakanda, and how things need to happen in the present.[40] Boseman developed the Wakandan accent himself, and used it during the entire production "whether he was on camera or not",[10] while the Wakandan language was based on the Xhosa language[image: External link], which Boseman was taught by John Kani[image: External link] (who plays T'Challa's father T'Chaka[image: External link]).[42] The Black Panther costume is a combination of a practical costume and visual effects, featuring a vibranium[image: External link] mesh weave similar to chainmail[image: External link].[9] Costume designer Judianna Makovsky[image: External link] called the Black Panther costume "difficult" since "you needed sort of a feline body, but it’s hard and practical at the same time. You needed a feeling of some sort of ethnicity in there, but of a world [Wakanda] we weren’t really creating yet, so you didn’t want to go too far and say too much about that world." Additionally, Makovsky felt creating T'Challa's royal look was "a bit of a challenge", avoiding African robes after learning actual African royalty are generally "educated in the West [and] get dressed in Savile Row[image: External link]."[43] Boseman has a five picture deal with Marvel.[44]




	
Paul Bettany as Vision:
An android and Avenger allied with Stark;[5][6] created using the artificial intelligence J.A.R.V.I.S. and the Mind Stone.[30] Because the Vision was only created in the previous film, Age of Ultron, Bettany said, "you see my character get born... He must be both omnipotent and yet totally naive at the same time. And experiencing the world in real time and his place in it. Is he going to be a force of good or a force of evil?"[45] Bettany also said he was interested in exploring "what it means to be human and what love is" with the character, as "The only way one can guarantee one's loyalty is love."[46] This is exhibited in the connection Vision begins to form with Wanda Maximoff, with Bettany commenting, "They both have these new burgeoning powers that they don’t understand ... I think he’s worried that they’re both dangerous. So he feels this real connection with her."[47] As the Vision has the ability to create a projected disguise, he chooses to dress similarly to Howard Stark's attache, Edwin Jarvis.[12]




	
Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch[image: External link]:
An Avenger allied with Rogers;[6][48] she can engage in hypnosis[image: External link] and telekinesis[image: External link].[49] According to Olsen, the character is "coming into her own and starting to understand and have conflict with how she wants to use her abilities."[50] As such, Maximoff's costume was "relatively casual" and "more clothes-based than superhero-based" according to Makovsky, since the Russos believed Maximoff was not a full-fledged Avenger yet.[51] When asked about the relationship between her character and the Vision compared to the comics, Olsen said, "You learn a little bit more about what connects [Scarlet and Vision] in this film. And I think there's some really sweet moments between Paul and I, and it's more about how they relate to one another and their similarities just based on their superpowers."[52]




	
Paul Rudd as Scott Lang / Ant-Man:
A former petty criminal allied with Rogers;[5][6] he acquired a suit that allows him to shrink or grow in scale while also increasing in strength.[30][53][54] Rudd's suit "is streamlined and more high-tech" from the one seen in Ant-Man.[12] Ant-Man director Peyton Reed had discussed the character and the way that the Ant-Man production had shot certain sequences with the Russo brothers, saying, "As we were doing [Ant-Man] and we were in post and they were getting ready to head out to Atlanta to do Civil War, we had a lot of conversations ... It's important because there's this continuity that has to happen in this universe."[55] On the decision to have Lang grow in size to become Giant-Man[image: External link] in the airport battle, Feige said, "It was just a great idea to turn the tide of the battle in a huge, shocking, unexpected way. We have a lot of ideas for [Ant-Man and the Wasp[image: External link]], none of which are contingent upon revealing Giant-Man, so we thought this would be the fun, unbelievable unexpected way to do that."[56] Anthony Russo added that the transformation was the continuation of Lang's character arc from Ant-Man, saying "He's just really impressed with Captain America, he just wants to deliver and he figures out a way to deliver where he might actually tear himself in half but he's willing to do it and it works."[57]




	
Emily VanCamp[image: External link] as Sharon Carter:
A former agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. and Peggy Carter's niece, who now works for the CIA[image: External link] and supports Rogers.[5][6][58][59] VanCamp stated that her character sides with Rogers because they both have "similar moral compasses".[60] On a potential relationship between Rogers and Carter as in the comics, Evans said, "he's certainly open to it. Sharon is obviously relevant, but ... we don't have to tie it up in one movie. So they have time."[20] VanCamp added, "We get to explore... I can't say we are going to that extent of it, but they are certainly getting to know each other."[60]




	
Tom Holland[image: External link] as Peter Parker / Spider-Man:
A teenager allied with Stark;[61] he received spider-like abilities after being bitten by a genetically altered spider.[62][63][64][65] Feige said that Parker would be torn between superhero ideologies, saying, "Does he want to be like these other characters? Does he want nothing to do with these other characters? How does that impact his experience, being this grounded but super powerful hero? Those are all the things that Stan Lee and Steve Ditko played with in the first 10 years of his comics, and that now we can play with for the first time in a movie."[66] On aligning with Stark, Anthony Russo said that, despite entering the conflict after the two factions have formed and not having much political investment, Parker's choice comes from "a very personal relationship" he develops with Stark.[61][67] The Russos hoped "to take a very logical and realistic and naturalistic approach to the character" compared to the previous film portrayals. Anthony Russo added that the character's introduction had to fit "that specific tonal stylistic world" of the MCU, as well as the tone established by the directors in Winter Soldier, saying, "It's a little more grounded and a little more hard-core contemporary." That was "coloring our choices a lot" with Parker.[68] On the Spider-Man suit, Joe Russo described it as "a slightly more traditional, Steve Ditko influenced suit," and that the film would explore the way the suit operates, particularly the mechanical eyes.[69] Holland chose not to read the whole Civil War script in order to avoid potentially leaking plot information publicly.[70] He is signed on for at least three films, not including his Civil War appearance.[71] Holland later expanded, saying he was signed for "three Spider-Man movies and three solo movies".[72]




	
Frank Grillo[image: External link] as Brock Rumlow / Crossbones[image: External link]:
Former commander of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s counter-terrorism S.T.R.I.K.E.[image: External link] team, who was revealed to be an agent of Hydra. On returning to the character, Grillo said "He's a badass. He is just vicious. I like the idea that it's no holds barred. I was 15 pounds bigger when I did Cap 2, and I'll put another 15 pounds on to do Cap 3."[73] However, he cautioned that "This movie is such a big movie with a lot of people in it, so you don't get as much of the time that you'd like to have."[74] Grillo stated that Rumlow's main objective in the film is to seek revenge—"Whatever Rumlow was feeling as far as being torn between which side he should be on, which I think he was, is gone now."[75]




	
William Hurt[image: External link] as Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross[image: External link]:
The United States Secretary of State[image: External link] and former U.S. Army[image: External link] general[image: External link] dedicated to capturing the Hulk.[27][30] Hurt, on returning to the MCU after appearing in The Incredible Hulk, said, "I don't think it's a reprise, I think it's a new iteration completely,"[76] adding, "what [the writers have] done is they've taken a character ... and made a new version... a more modernized style."[77] Joe Russo added that Ross was the perfect character to use because he has "a fanatical anti-superhero point of view" and has "become much savvier and more political and has put himself in a position of power, not unlike a Colin Powell[image: External link]. He's cornering the Avengers politically now, he's out-maneuvering them." Joe also added that Ross was included because the Russos felt it was important to make The Incredible Hulk "relevant again within the [MCU]" since it "may have been forgotten about a little bit".[9]




	
Daniel Brühl[image: External link] as Helmut Zemo[image: External link]:[26][78]
A Sokovian colonel[image: External link]-turned-terrorist who is obsessed with defeating the Avengers. Zemo, who goes by multiple names in the film,[62] does not wear his signature mask from the comics. Brühl said the version appearing in the film is "loosely connected" to the character from the comics and that was a reason he liked Marvel, as "some of the characters and things they're dealing with always reference to current events so my character is from a different area than you would think."[79] Feige described the character as "very much a product of the [Marvel] Cinematic Universe and all that has occurred within that universe up to this point",[62] while Anthony Russo called him "an everyman. His approach was: I’ve seen these guys fight enough to know I can’t win. But what I can do is figure out ways to undermine them. He’s emotionally driven and he finds a weak spot."[10] Brühl, who was cast due to his German accent, did not feel the role was a stereotype, saying, "It's not a guy who's mean and sinister, but he's actually very clever—a very smart guy who does everything out of a very understandable reason and motivation."[80] Brühl also stated that Zemo may re-appear in future MCU films,[79] with Moore adding that, while Zemo has a purpose in this film, it is more to set up a future film.[81]






Additionally, John Slattery and Kerry Condon[image: External link] reprise their roles as Howard Stark and the voice of F.R.I.D.A.Y.[image: External link] from previous MCU films.[82][83] Martin Freeman[image: External link] is introduced as Everett K. Ross[image: External link], a member of the Joint Counter Terrorism Center and a character associated with Black Panther in the comics.[84][85] Freeman described Ross as someone who "works for the American government ... [and] works in conjunction with the superheroes, and certain agencies that help to tame the superheroes' power".[86] Feige added that Ross would appear briefly in the film, with the intent being to expand on the character's role in future films.[62] Marisa Tomei[image: External link] appears as May Parker[image: External link], Peter Parker's aunt;[87] John Kani[image: External link] appears as T'Chaka, father of T'Challa and ruler of Wakanda;[82] Hope Davis[image: External link] appears as Maria Stark[image: External link], Tony Stark's mother;[88] Gene Farber[image: External link] appears as Vasily Karpov[image: External link], the Hydra official who oversaw the Winter Soldier program;[89] and Florence Kasumba[image: External link] portrays Ayo[image: External link], a member of T'Challa's Dora Milaje[image: External link].[90] Alfre Woodard, who portrays Mariah Dillard in the MCU TV series Luke Cage, briefly appears in the film as Miriam Sharpe, the mother of an American citizen killed in the battle of Sokovia. Woodard was suggested for the role by Downey before Marvel Studios learned of her casting in Luke Cage.[91] Jim Rash[image: External link] appears as a faculty member at MIT,[92][93] while Stan Lee makes a cameo appearance as a FedEx deliveryman,[93][94] and co-director Joe Russo cameos as Theo Broussard, a psychiatrist murdered by Zemo.[89][95] Damion Poitier[image: External link], who appeared as Thanos[image: External link] in The Avengers before Josh Brolin[image: External link] was cast in that role for subsequent films, appears as one of Crossbones' mercenaries.[89]
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In March 2014, Anthony and Joe Russo confirmed that they had signed on to return as directors for a third Captain America film, along with Chris Evans[image: External link] as Captain America, Kevin Feige as producer, and Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely[image: External link] as screenwriters.[8][97] Markus and McFeely had been working on the screenplay since late 2013,[98] while the Russo brothers began work in February 2014.[99][100] The re-hiring of the directors, three months before the release of Captain America: The Winter Soldier, came as a result of Marvel executives being impressed with test screenings[image: External link] of that film.[8]

In an April 2014 interview, Joe Russo described the project as a continuation of the story from Captain America: The Winter Soldier: "What’s nice about the film is that ... it's a two-parter. There's a journey that the Winter Soldier[image: External link] goes on that isn't complete yet."[101] That month, Marvel announced a release date of May 6, 2016,[102] and Trent Opaloch[image: External link], who was the cinematographer on The Winter Soldier, said he would return for the sequel.[103] In July, Markus and McFeely stated that they were midway through a first draft for the film, on which principal photography was expected to begin in April 2015.[104] The following month, they stated that they were looking to make the tone of the film "an amalgam" of The First Avenger and The Winter Soldier,[105] with the Russos likening it to a psychological thriller[image: External link], citing Seven[image: External link], Fargo[image: External link], and The Godfather[image: External link] as influences,[6] along with westerns[image: External link] and Brian De Palma[image: External link]'s films.[81] The Russos also stated that "a good portion of [Civil War is] actually funnier than Winter Soldier" with a more comedic tone and lighter moments throughout.[106]

In August 2014, the Russos stated that the film would be set "a couple years" after The Winter Soldier, and would continue to focus on Steve Rogers' relationship with Bucky Barnes[image: External link] as well as the political themes related to Captain America. Anthony stated, "The character was invented for an explicitly political purpose. So it's hard to get away from that nature." The Russos also said that they would be "bringing some new elements to the table that will give us a twist on Winter Soldier",[107] and indicated that filming was scheduled to begin in Atlanta. They described themselves as "ecstatic" with a first draft of the screenplay submitted by Markus and McFeely, and also stated that the film's title would be announced "in a month or so at most", and that the concept and title for the film came from Feige, who had it "for a while".[99][108] In September, Joe expanded by saying the film would have another "big idea that alters the universe as a whole in some way" similar to S.H.I.E.L.D. falling in The Winter Soldier. The rest of the film, such as the characters, story, and tone, would be left open to the Russos' and writers' interpretations.[108]
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By October 2014, Robert Downey Jr. had entered final negotiations to reprise his role as Tony Stark / Iron Man in the film. Downey was added in order for the film to adapt the 2006–07 "Civil War[image: External link]" comic book storyline written by Mark Millar, which pitted Iron Man against Captain America.[16] At the end of the month, it was confirmed that Sebastian Stan[image: External link] would return as Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier.[21] A few days later, Marvel revealed that the film would be titled Captain America: Civil War, confirming Downey's appearance and announcing that Chadwick Boseman[image: External link] would appear in the film as Black Panther[image: External link] ahead of his own solo film.[13][35][36] Feige also confirmed that the film would be the first in the MCU's Phase Three[image: External link] slate of films.[96] Anthony Russo stated that adapting the "Civil War" storyline was not always the intended storyline and direction for the film when the brothers initially signed on to return as directors.[109] Markus expanded on this, saying the original concept for a third Captain America film "never got to draft", with Feige at some point telling the writing team to begin adapting "Civil War" around their original ideas. McFeely also added that, despite the shift in direction for the film, "The central theme, even the way Zemo[image: External link] is operating, are from that [early] iteration."[110] The Russos revealed that, had negotiations with Downey to appear in the film failed, they would have used the Madbomb storyline from the Captain America comics, which was eventually used as a plot point in the first season of the Agent Carter TV series. The premise for the film would have centered on Zemo detonating the Madbomb, which would "turn hordes of people into berserkers" to present a physical threat to Captain America, while still pitting heroes against each other, as some would be zombified due to the Madbomb, to satisfy an "emotional component" for the film.[111]

McFeely said that the idea of basing a film on "Civil War" had "been on and off the table for a while" at Marvel Studios, explaining, "it's a challenge to do it and make sure that all the characters that we've established, and everyone's established in the MCU are serviced and sound correct. Because there's a difference between the characters in "Civil War", which was written in 2006, 2007. The MCU doesn't exist [when it was written]. There isn't a Robert Downey, Jr. or Chris Evans who has helped create the character[s] so we need to make sure that that template gets adjusted".[112] Joe Russo added that the "essence" of "Civil War" was used, such as "the concept of registration, the notion that heroes need to be either monitored or controlled because their power can be scary" being applicable. Anthony Russo expanded, "in a lot of ways [superhero registration] can be a political issue, and we didn't want the conflict of the movie to solely exist on that level. We wanted to figure out very personal reasons why everyone's relationship to this idea of registration is going to become complicated. That's what the relationship between Steve and Bucky allowed us to do, to get very personal in terms of why people would lean one way or the other."[9] Executive producer Nate Moore added that "it felt like it was kind of the right time" to adapt "Civil War" given The Avengers, plus many of the Phase Two films (Thor: The Dark World, The Winter Soldier, and Avengers: Age of Ultron), all dealt with "world-ending experiences. We felt like we had to tell the next step in that story, which is ... what is the world's reaction?"[6]

In November 2014, Daniel Brühl[image: External link] joined the ensemble cast[image: External link] in an unspecified role,[26][113] while Anthony Mackie and Frank Grillo[image: External link] were confirmed to return as Sam Wilson / Falcon and Brock Rumlow / Crossbones[image: External link], respectively.[26][73] Following the November 2014 hacking of Sony Pictures' computers[image: External link], emails between Sony Pictures Entertainment co-chairman Amy Pascal and president Doug Belgrad[image: External link] were released stating that Marvel wanted to include Spider-Man (whose film rights are licensed to Sony) in the film, but talks between the studios concerning this were believed to have broken down.[114] However, in February 2015, Sony Pictures and Marvel Studios reached a licensing deal[image: External link] for the use of Spider-Man in an MCU film,[115] and reports indicated that the character would indeed appear in Civil War.[116][117] The Russos stated they were lobbying[image: External link] for months to include the character in the film.[106] In January 2015, Mackie revealed that, in addition to Atlanta, filming locations would include Puerto Rico[image: External link] and Berlin[image: External link],[118] while the Russo brothers confirmed that Scarlett Johansson[image: External link] would return in the film as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow.[17] Editor[image: External link] Jeffrey Ford[image: External link], who worked on The Winter Soldier, also signed on for Civil War.[119] In March 2015, Jeremy Renner[image: External link] was revealed to be reprising his role as Clint Barton / Hawkeye.[32] The next month, it was revealed that the film would be converted to 3D[image: External link] in post-production,[120] and that Brühl would be playing Helmut Zemo.[78] Additionally, Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link] revealed she would reprise her role in the film as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch[image: External link].[49]
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Principal photography[image: External link] began on April 27, 2015,[120][121] in Fayette County, Georgia[image: External link] at Pinewood Atlanta Studios[image: External link],[122] under the working title[image: External link] Sputnik.[123] Other filming locations in the Atlanta metropolitan area[image: External link] included the Buckhead[image: External link] district of Atlanta;[124] the Peachtree Christian Church in Midtown Atlanta[image: External link];[125] Downtown Atlanta[image: External link],[126] including an area near Philips Arena[image: External link] known as The Gulch, which served as the market in Lagos;[127] Norcross, Georgia[image: External link];[124] Porsche[image: External link]'s headquarters in Atlanta at Aerotropolis Atlanta[image: External link], which served as the Avengers' headquarters in the film;[29] and the Atlanta Civic Center, which served as the IBID (Infection Disease Development) laboratory in Lagos; the latter's interiors doubled as MIT[image: External link], and a third part was used for a Berlin location.[127] Trent Opaloch served as director of photography,[103] while Chad Stahelski[image: External link], David Leitch[image: External link], and Spiro Razatos were second unit[image: External link] directors.[128]

In early May, Marvel announced that Martin Freeman[image: External link] was cast in an unspecified role,[84] while also reprising roles in the film would be Paul Bettany as Vision, Don Cheadle[image: External link] as James Rhodes / War Machine[image: External link], Paul Rudd as Scott Lang / Ant-Man, Emily VanCamp[image: External link] as Sharon Carter, and William Hurt[image: External link] as Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross[image: External link], respectively.[30][58] Samuel L. Jackson, who appeared as Nick Fury in the two previous Captain America films, said he was "surprised" to discover that he would not be in Captain America: Civil War, after "the Russo Brothers told [him he] was."[129] Moore stated that Fury was not included "because he didn't add anything to the Civil War story they were telling",[81] while Markus stated that they did not want him to choose any particular side because "that's not his place in the universe".[130] On each of the character's ties to the plot, Anthony Russo said that each character was examined on a personal level to see how they would respond to the idea of registration.[9] On the portrayal of each character, Joe Russo said that he and his brother had strong "emotional" and "psychological connection[s] to [these] characters" as children, adding, "We want to reach into that and understand what elementally motivated you to love the character. That's what we try to bring out in the characters now." He also mentioned that they were "trying to honor the feeling of naturalism and to honor the feeling of reality [with the film]."[68]

After the reveal of the film's full cast, many outlets and fans began referring to the film as "Avengers 2.5 ", given the variety and ensemble nature of the cast, usually reserved for the Avengers films, and the fact that the film no longer felt like a Captain America-centric one, as with The Winter Soldier.[131][132][133][134][135] In response to this, Feige said, "What's fun about Civil War though is, as you know from the comics, it's a very simple story. And it really has to be, to accommodate that many players. It's very much a Captain America movie and it's very much a sequel to the Winter Soldier in ways I don't think people [will expect].... It's a very simple structure that allows you to have these amazing character interactions in a way that I don't think becomes overwhelming."[136] Feige also revealed that Hope van Dyne[image: External link] / Wasp[image: External link] was in an original draft of the film, after receiving the Wasp costume at the end of Ant-Man, but was cut because "there are so many characters in Civil War that we didn't want to do her a disservice," saying Marvel was "saving" the character for a better environment to reveal van Dyne in the Wasp costume for the first time and see "her dynamic with Scott [Lang] in a way it could play out".[137]

At the end of May, the Russo brothers, along with Feige and Pascal, held a screen test[image: External link] in Atlanta for six teenage actors that were being eyed for the role of Peter Parker / Spider-Man, with the actors testing against Downey and Evans for "chemistry";[71][109][138] Tom Holland[image: External link] was cast as the character the next month, to also appear in a solo film.[63] The Russos "were pretty vocal about who we wanted for the part", pushing to cast an actor close to the age of Peter Parker in the comics, in order to differentiate from the previous portrayals. They also praised Holland for having a dancing and gymnastics background.[62] At the time, Marvel did not confirm his involvement in Civil War,[64][139] due to being contractually obligated not to talk[image: External link] about his inclusion publicly.[62] The Russos discussed this, saying that the various business deals and agreements stemming from the sharing of the character rights, such as on a promotional and commercial level, "were always lagging slightly behind how we were using the character. We were always in danger of upsetting the deal—there were still sensitive issues going on between the two studios that they needed to agree on."[140] Holland was confirmed to appear in the film in July 2015, by Jonathan M. Goldstein, one of the writers of the solo Spider-Man film,[65] and later by Entertainment Weekly from a set visit.[62] Jon Watts, director of Spider-Man: Homecoming, was on set for the filming of Spider-Man's scenes, in order to "see what they were doing with it, and that informed where we eventually took it," and provide "ideas about this and that."[141] Anthony Russo stated that, despite Marvel telling them to have a "plan B[image: External link]" should the deal with Sony fail, the Russos never created one because "it was very important to us to reintroduce" Spider-Man in the film, adding, "We only have envisioned the movie with Spider-Man."[142]

By the end of June, filming reached the halfway mark,[143] with production moving to Germany in early August.[144] Filming locations in Germany included the Olympic Stadium[image: External link] in Berlin,[145] and the Leipzig/Halle Airport[image: External link] in Schkeuditz[image: External link].[146] Additional filming also took place in Puerto Rico and Norway,[30][118][147] and was scheduled to in Iceland.[30] Principal photography wrapped[image: External link] on August 22, 2015.[148][149]

Captain America: Civil War was the first film to use IMAX's digital 2D cameras, made in partnership with Arri[image: External link], which was a customized version of the Arri Alexa 65[image: External link]. According to Joe Russo, approximately fifteen minutes of the film, the sequence where the two factions fight at Leipzig/Halle Airport, which was described as having "incredible scale to it" and referred to by the directors as the "splash panel[image: External link]", were shot with the cameras.[54][120] Opaloch noted that there were discussions late in pre-production to shoot the entire film with the Alexa 65 cameras. However, because of how close it was to the start of shooting as well as the idea being "such a large-scale undertaking", it was decided to only use them for the airport sequence, with the rest of film being shot on Arri Alexa XT[image: External link] digital cameras. For the airport sequence, Opaloch rigged the Alexa 65s to a Technocrane[image: External link], a Steadicam[image: External link], a dolly[image: External link] as well as a drone for flyover shots, which had its own dedicated team operating it. Because of the amount of resolution the Aleax 65s offered, Opaloch chose to use medium close-ups instead of close-ups, and for his wide shots, hold the shot a bit longer, "maybe with a slight camera move that allows the viewer to take it all in."[150]
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In September 2015, Mark Ruffalo[image: External link], who plays Bruce Banner / Hulk in the MCU films, stated that his character was originally in the Civil War script, but was removed due to the end of Age of Ultron, as Marvel did not "want to reveal where [he is] and why" in this film.[151] Markus added that as soon as the Hulk joined a side, the fight would be quickly over, saying, "You've got to kind of choose your roster [of characters] depending on what kind of fight you want to have."[62] He later explained that he contemplated having the Hulk appear at the very end of the film, but decided against it, feeling that he was over-stuffing the film with characters, adding, "[The Hulk] has clearly gone somewhere at the end of [Age of] Ultron, and that's a story. Don't blow it off and put it in a little tiny chunk just to put in a little extra filigree on our movie."[152] Additionally, Ross' alter ego, Red Hulk[image: External link], was also considered for inclusion, but the Russos felt that part of the character would need a proper backstory which they could not afford to give in the already crowded film. They felt that Ross "was there sort of as the government's agenda and not to add another complicated super powered character to the mix." Spider-Man's Iron Spider[image: External link] suit was also considered.[153]

That November, Joe Russo stated that the theme of the film was betrayal, calling it "extremely emotional. [The film] hinges on that emotion, and on a very personal level we didn't want [it] to become about politics and people arguing about platitudes. The third act is built around a very personal moment between [Captain America and Iron Man]."[9] The Russos spent a great deal of time with Markus, McFeely, and Moore to ensure each character's emotional arc tracked through the entire film correctly, though realized that at some point "you have to sacrifice logic for expediency".[81] Speaking about the post-production process in January 2016, the Russo brothers said, "This has been the easiest post process we've ever had on a film. We're very happy with how the movie was. Everyone is very happy with where the movie was. For us, the tricky thing is the effects because it's a very complicated movie and there are some really big sequences in the film. The effects are on a much larger scale than the work we did on Winter Soldier. That's the part that becomes really difficult because you don't have a lot of time and everyone has very high standards. So everyone starts killing themselves at this point...we'll be done with the movie in two and a half months."[106] They also stated that the film would be doing "a few reshoots" in mid-to-late January.[106][154]

In February, Freeman's character was revealed to be Everett K. Ross[image: External link],[85] and Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link] was reported to have joined the film for the January reshoots, reprising her role as Pepper Potts[image: External link];[155] however, in April 2016, it was revealed that Paltrow does not appear in the film,[156] with Anthony Russo explaining that Paltrow's contract with Marvel had ended after Iron Man 3, and "we decided early on that we could make Pepper’s break-up [with Tony Stark] have an emotional impact without actually having a scene with her."[10] On March 16, 2016, the Russo stated the film was "about a week and a half away from" completion,[157] with Joe adding that the film would have a post-credits scene[image: External link], with the possibility for two or three total.[69] The film was completed on April 4, 2016.[158] Later in April, Alfre Woodard and Jim Rash[image: External link] were revealed to be cast in the film,[92] while Feige explained that Black Panther director Ryan Coogler contributed some dialogue for Black Panther in several scenes during reshoots.[159] At the film's premiere, it was revealed that Marisa Tomei[image: External link] appears in the film as May Parker[image: External link], Peter Parker's aunt.[87]

Nearly 20 visual effects studios worked on Captain America: Civil War including Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] (ILM), Lola VFX, Method Studios[image: External link], Luma Pictures, Dneg[image: External link], Image Engine[image: External link], Trixter[image: External link], Cinesite[image: External link], and The Third Floor[image: External link] amongst others. Lola VFX de-aged[image: External link] Downey Jr. in a scene that involved a younger holographic version of himself. Lola VFX's visual effects supervisor, Trent Claus said, "In this case, we analyzed footage of Mr. Downey at the approximate age that we wanted to target, which was around the time of the film Less Than Zero[image: External link] [when Downey was in his early 20s]." He also noted the difficulty of the scene, due to it being close to 4,000 frames, and the fact that Downey was moving his head from side to side multiple times. Lola also worked on visual effects for the Vision.[147] The Third Floor extensively previsualized[image: External link] the film including the fight scene at Leipzig/Halle Airport. Gerardo Ramirez, the Previs and Postvis Supervisor for The Third Floor said:


We visualized most of the major scenes in the film, some that were more story driven and some that were more action and story driven. The Russos used various methods for planning and they used each department for what it does best. The early edits were a combination of storyboards, previs and stunt performance clips. Stunts would choreograph the hand-to-hand action while the storyboards would be used for character story moments and previs was used for the big action scenes that involved many digital characters.[147]



Method Studios, which worked on 440 shots, was responsible for the helicopter sequence in the middle of the film and the climatic fight between Iron Man, Bucky, and Captain America. The original intent for the helicopter sequence was to place the scene next to the Paul-Löbe-Haus, where the Bundestag[image: External link] meets; however, the location was not allowed to be shown in the film, resulting in Method needing to create a full CGI background. For the climatic fight, one of the challenges for Method was getting the color of Iron Man's suit correct, opting to go with a more "classic Iron Man look versus the really glossy car paint look" that Iron Man had in the previous Avengers films. ILM was primarily responsible for the visual effects during the large-scale fight sequence at the airport, along with creating the digital assets for all of the characters. VFX supervisor Russell Earl, stated that the 20 minute scene grew to be an almost fully digital sequence explaining, "We ultimately ended up replacing 99% of everything that was shot with the actors being lifted from the background. Originally both Spider-Man and Black Panther were planned to be photographed elements but we ended up almost completely replacing them." Luma Pictures, who also worked on Winter Soldier, was assigned with completing shots of Bucky's arm and his metal brainwashing chair. They also worked on Bucky's escape from the task force lobby and designed Iron Man's new hybrid nanotechnology[image: External link] armor, which was an homage to the character's Bleeding Edge armor[image: External link] from the comics. Their work totaled approximately 200 shots.[147]

Design firm Sarofsky once again worked on the film's main-on-end title sequence, having done the same for Winter Soldier. The sequence used "muted and mottled, burnt umber and steel blue and cold grey" colors, which were stark contrasts to the sequences for Winter Soldier and The First Avenger (the later created by Method Design) which were "a minimalist graphic approach, reducing the key players to silhouettes and paring the palette down to three colors" and "vibrant and iconic propaganda art comes to life, enticing the viewer to join the fray", respectively. Creative director Erin Sarofsky noted one of the challenges for Civil War's sequence was "to make it feel like a Captain America title sequence and not an Avengers sequence" given the amount of characters in the film.[160]
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 Music




Main articles: Captain America: Civil War (soundtrack) and Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe


Henry Jackman returned from Winter Soldier to score the sequel.[161] He found the movie to be tonally different from the previous one, which necessitated a much more symphonic and orchestral score. This culminates in the final fight between Captain America, Winter Soldier, and Iron Man, the music for which Jackman described as "somewhat operatic and ... almost classical in its style".[162] Though Jackman reprised and developed his themes for Captain America and the Winter Soldier from the previous film,[163][164] and introduced motifs[image: External link] for the new characters Spider-Man, Black Panther, and Zemo,[162] he was wary of pushing the audience to one side of the central conflict or the other by using character-specific music; Jackman composed a new main theme for the film to represent the Civil War, "a generic theme to balance everything out",[165] "toward which all the characters can gravitate. It wrapped them all up and it helped to bind the movie together rather than do endless disparate themes."[166] Jackman also wrote a thriller theme that appears whenever the mystery surrounding Zemo's plan is explored. This was inspired by the works of Jerry Goldsmith[image: External link].[163] The score was released on a soundtrack album by Hollywood Records on May 6, 2016.[167]
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 Release




Captain America: Civil War premiered at the Dolby Theatre[image: External link] in Hollywood on April 12, 2016,[168] and was screened at CinemaCon[image: External link] 2016 on April 13.[169] The film's Southeast Asia premiere was held on April 21 at the Marina Bay Sands[image: External link] resort in Singapore[image: External link],[170] while the European premiere took place at Vue Cinemas[image: External link] in Westfield London[image: External link] on April 26.[171] The film was released internationally starting from April 27,[172] releasing in 61 countries its first weekend,[173] including the United Kingdom on April 29.[174] The North America release on May 6,[102] took place in over 4,200 theaters, of which 3,300 were in 3D, along with 378 IMAX theaters, 480 premium large-format, and 161 D-Box[image: External link] locations.[175] Internationally, the film opened in 955 IMAX theaters,[176] while South Korea saw Civil War open in an "unprecedented" 1,989 theaters.[177] In September 2014, TNT[image: External link] acquired the cable broadcast rights for Captain America: Civil War to air two years after its theatrical release.[178]
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 Marketing




In early July 2015, Marvel began a viral marketing campaign for Ant-Man featuring Leslie Bibb, reprising her role from the Iron Man films as journalist Christine Everhart, reporting for the faux news program, WHIH Newsfront. In one program, Everhart discusses events leading to Captain America: Civil War.[179] The post-credits scene for Ant-Man featured footage shot by the Russo brothers for Captain America: Civil War,[180][181] showing Wilson and Rogers with Barnes in their custody, and unable to contact Stark because of "the accords"; Wilson mentions that he "know[s] a guy", implying Lang.[182] Feige explained that when the post-credit sequence appears in Civil War it may appear with "different takes...different angles."[180] Stan said the scene was shot in early May 2015, and would appear in the middle of Civil War.[25] The first footage of the film debuted in August 2015 at the D23 Expo[image: External link].[27] Additional footage was shown in September 2015 at the Asia Pop Comic Convention[image: External link].[183] The footage shown at the D23 Expo and 2015 Asia Pop Comic Convention received an overwhelmingly positive response from the audiences.[184]

The first trailer for the film debuted on Jimmy Kimmel Live![image: External link] on November 25, 2015, and within hours became the number one trending topic on Twitter.[185] The trailer was viewed 61 million times in the first 24 hours of release[image: External link], surpassing the 34 million views of Avengers: Age of Ultron's in 2014.[186] Scott Mendelson of Forbes called the trailer a " doozy[image: External link]" and noted that the early debut ahead of the release of Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link] was a "good show" on behalf of Disney as it was "a way to not get lost amid the 8,000 other trailers debuting with Star Wars". Mendelson also noted that based on the trailer's content, the film was being "sold as Captain America 3, as opposed to Avengers 2.5 or Iron Man 4," which could help keep the film's box office expectations in check.[187]

On February 4, 2016, Marvel released their own version of the Facebook "#FriendsDay" video for Captain America. The video mirrors those created by Facebook for users to celebrate the anniversary of Facebook's founding, and features images of Captain America's "friends" the Winter Soldier, Thor[image: External link], Falcon and Hawkeye. The video concludes with an image of Captain America and Iron Man being torn in half. Jennifer Konerman of The Hollywood Reporter called the video "timely" and its contents "especially relevant considering the storyline" of Civil War.[188] Three days later, a teaser debuted during Super Bowl 50[image: External link], which received the most social media activity out of all the film trailers released that day.[189][190] Anthony Breznican of Entertainment Weekly said the footage "actually feels a little more like a teaser [than a full trailer], since it shows some new shots, but really doesn’t reveal much more about the story." Additionally, he felt the chanting "unseen voices calling out, 'United...We...Stand' and 'Divided...We...Fall'" had "a football stadium vibe", complimenting it appearing during the Super Bowl.[191] Mendelson added that Marvel did not need to follow the model used for The Winter Soldier during Super Bowl XLVIII[image: External link] of showing a longer trailer after the teaser since Civil War was "frankly [a] higher-profile sequel." Overall, Mendelson felt the spot was "only a little less low-key and small(er)-scale as the trailer that debuted in" November 2015, and sold the "real world" aspect "with character drama and mostly real-world action between would-be superheroes."[192]

Four days later, on Valentine's Day[image: External link], the Facebook campaign was continued, with Marvel creating a "faux-status update" for Captain America, showing his relationship status had changed to "In a Complicated Relationship with Iron Man".[193] At The Walt Disney Company's annual shareholder meeting[image: External link] in the Auditorium Theatre[image: External link] in March, CEO Bob Iger presented a clip from the film to "generous applause".[194] From March 7 to March 10, Marvel released individual posters for characters in the film,[195] continued its Facebook campaign with two teaser videos showcasing the participants on "Team Cap" and "Team Iron Man", and released a second trailer.[196] The trailer was viewed close to 95 million times within the first 24 hours of release, surpassing the views achieved by the first trailer. In addition, 240,000 social media posts across Twitter, Tumblr, Instagram, and Facebook, among others, were made related to the trailer, surpassing the 81,000 the Age of Ultron trailer received in 2014.[197] According to internet analytics firm ZEFR, the trailer was viewed over 62 million times from YouTube and Facebook over four days, making it the second most viewed trailer at the time, behind the 64.6 million views for the first Star Wars: The Force Awakens trailer.[198] It also became the top trailer in 2016 through March 13, 2016, according to research firm ListenFirst, for receiving the most likes, retweets and other engagement on Twitter.[199] The trailer continued to be the top viewed trailer on YouTube and Facebook for three straight weeks according to ZEFR, receiving more than 96 million total views since its release.[200]

Mendelson called the trailer "a textbook case for unnecessary second pitches...Is there anyone out there who watched that first teaser back in December and said 'Hmm, it looks good and all, but I need more evidence'?" He added that he was "a little disappointed by the big Spider-Man reveal,"[172] having previously wondered, after a Spider-Man character poster was not released with the others, if Marvel would have the "courage" to not include the character in any marketing materials before the film's release, letting the "Peter Parker scenes the film has to offer be something that is a surprise for theatrical moviegoers and/or something that drives post-opening weekend buzz".[195] Mendelson's colleague at Forbes Mark Hughes felt differently, noting that the trailer was targeting the general audience rather than just fans by giving "us more explanation [and context] of why a clearly major battle is raging between Captain America and Iron Man",[201] and by including Spider-Man since "there are plenty of surprises in these movies, and since we all already know Spider-Man is in Civil War, refusing to let us see him would frankly be a bit weird and pointless ... it's common for average filmgoers to hear some final bit of information or see some final image and feel compelled, inspired, or otherwise driven to go out to the movies that day. There are any number of factors that can come into play...and the world needed to see [Spider-Man] because it’s the sort of value-added element that can make [a] difference".[202] Graeme McMillan of The Hollywood Reporter felt that the Spider-Man reveal "alone makes the trailer", describing it as feeling "like the comic book character come to life. That awkward, voice-cracking, 'hey everyone' was as humble, playing-it-cool and cocky as he should be."[203]

With the film seemingly continuing plot threads first introduced in Age of Ultron, Mendelson wondered "to what extent the whole 'Consequences galore!' narrative of Civil War will improve Age of Ultron. As much great stuff as that movie has ... [it ultimately shows] the main hero foolishly/recklessly [bring] a world-killing threat to Earth and lots of really bad stuff goes down and yet no one seems to care at the end ... What does it mean if Civil War does retroactively improve Age of Ultron? Will we be at a point where we really can’t judge a franchise installment on its own merits because a future installment may well fix the flaws a couple years down the line?"[172] McMillan continued some of Mendelson's thinking, feeling that Marvel was "in an awkward place with Civil War" regarding superhero destruction moving forward. He wondered how superhero oversight would "actually prevent the kind of destruction that it's meant to stop ... unless the bad guys all agree to play by the new rules" as well. "Worse still ... the destruction caused by superhero fights [should now be] foremost in viewers' heads ... the audience won't be able to enjoy the sight of the Hulk smashing a random minion through a wall without thinking of the property damage and/or whoever was standing on the other side of that wall. After Civil War, can Marvel go back to pretending that everyone is okay after any large scale event ever again?"[203]

Also in March, Marvel, in partnership with the National Academy of Sciences[image: External link] Science & Entertainment Exchange[image: External link], Dolby Laboratories[image: External link], Broadcom[image: External link], and Synchrony Bank[image: External link], announced the "Girls Reforming the Future Challenge", aimed at females aged 15 through 18 in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics education) fields[image: External link], to submit projects they feel can change the world and have far-reaching effects. Five winners would attend the world premiere at the Dolby Theatre, and receive a tour of Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] and a $500 saving account from Synchrony Bank, with one grand prize winner receiving an internship at Marvel Studios.[168] On April 10, Evans debuted an exclusive clip of the film during the 2016 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link].[204] Throughout the month, the Russo brothers and the cast promoted the film in Paris, Beijing, Singapore, Berlin and London.[205] At the end of the month, Marvel released additional viral marketing videos of WHIH Newsfront, featuring Bibb once again reprising her role as Everhart. In the program, Everhart discusses with "political analyst" Will Adams, portrayed by Al Madrigal[image: External link], the cost the Avengers bring for saving the world, and if they should have regulation from the government.[206] Additional Newsfront segments saw William Sadler[image: External link] reprise his role as President Matthew Ellis, including an "exclusive" interview and his reaction to the incident involving the Avengers in Lagos.[207][208] On May 2, 2016, Evans, Renner, and executives from Marvel rang the opening bell of the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] in honor of the film's theatrical release.[209]
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 Merchandise




At the 2015 Licensing International Expo[image: External link], Disney Consumer Products[image: External link] announced that they would partner with licensees including Hasbro[image: External link], Lego[image: External link], Funko[image: External link], Hot Wheels[image: External link], Rubies, Mad Engine, C-Life, Jay Franco, Global Brand Group, Kellogg's[image: External link], Hallmark[image: External link] and American Greetings[image: External link] to sell merchandise related to the film;[210] Coca-Cola,[211] Google, Samsung[image: External link], Wrigley[image: External link], Harley Davidson[image: External link], Audi[image: External link], Synchrony Financial, Pringles[image: External link], Keebler[image: External link], Pizza Hut[image: External link], Pop Secret[image: External link], Mouser Electronics[image: External link], and Vivo[image: External link], among other brands, were also licensees for the film.[212] Paul Gitter, senior VP of licensing for Marvel at Disney Consumer Products said that they will build off the success of licensed products for Avengers: Age of Ultron, including a focus on a celebration of Captain America's 75th anniversary, female apparel, healthy living and travel, and on marketing newer characters such as War Machine, Falcon, Vision, Black Widow and Black Panther. "The Avengers team is both aspirational and hugely merchandisable, made up of multiple, unique heroes coming together with amazing skills, cool vehicles and a high tech headquarters," said Gitter. "Captain America: Civil War not only gives us new storytelling for our favorite superheroes, but also introduces new ones allowing us to expand product lines for kids and fans."[210] As part of the $200 million marketing effort for the film, Harley Davidson created two customized motorcycles for the film, Audi debuted a commercial directed by the Russos featuring unreleased scenes from the film, while Pizza Hut debuted collectible boxes and Kellogg's, Pringles, and Keebler products featured virtual reality[image: External link] experiences. The lead-up to the film's release culminated in a massive online vote across Google, YouTube, and Twitter for either Team Captain America or Team Iron Man.[212]

Marvel Comics released a four-issue comic prelude[image: External link] by writer Will Corona Pilgrim and artist Szymon Kudranski, beginning in December 2015, that adapted the events of Iron Man 3 and Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[213] On February 10, Marvel Comics released another comic prelude, a single-issue infinite comic[image: External link] set between The Winter Soldier and Civil War.[214] Written again by Pilgrim, the comic is told from the perspectives of Barnes, Rumlow, and Rogers, showing how each ended up where they begin Civil War. Art for each character's perspective is provided by Lee Ferguson, Goran Sudžuka, and Guillermo Mogorron, respectively.[215]
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 Home media




Captain America: Civil War was released on digital download[image: External link] by Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link] on September 2, 2016, and on Blu-ray[image: External link], Blu-ray 3D[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on September 13, 2016. The digital and Blu-ray releases include behind-the-scenes featurettes, audio commentary, deleted scenes, a blooper reel, and an exclusive preview of Doctor Strange.[216] The digital release comes with an exclusive " mockumentary[image: External link]" short film, Team Thor, directed by Thor: Ragnarok director Taika Waititi, which was originally screened at San Diego Comic Con 2016 and showed what Thor was doing during the events of Civil War.[217]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Captain America: Civil War grossed $408.1 million in the U.S. and Canada and $745.2 million in other territories, for a worldwide total of $1.153 billion.[3] By May 10, 2016, the film had grossed $737.8 million, surpassing the entire theatrical gross of its predecessor, Captain America: The Winter Soldier ($714.4 million).[218] It became the highest-grossing film of 2016[image: External link],[219][220] the fourth-highest-grossing superhero film of all time,[221] and the third-highest-grossing film in the U.S. and Canada of 2016, behind Rogue One[image: External link] and Finding Dory[image: External link].[222] Deadline.com calculated the net profit of the film to be $193.4 million, when factoring together "production budgets, P&A, talent participations and other costs, with box office grosses and ancillary revenues from VOD to DVD and TV," placing it eighth on their list of 2016's "Most Valuable Blockbusters".[223]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 United States and Canada




Two weeks ahead of its release, Fandango[image: External link] announced that the film outsold all previous Marvel Cinematic Universe films at the same point in the sales cycle,[224] and by its opening week, had reached the highest advance sales for a superhero film, representing 90% of the site's weekend ticket sales.[225] Captain America: Civil War earned $75.5 million on its opening day. The film's Friday gross included $25 million from Thursday previews, the second-highest Thursday preview gross among Marvel films, with $3.1 million of the $25 million coming from IMAX theaters, a new Marvel record. The film went on to earn $61.2 million on Saturday and $42.4 million on Sunday, for a total opening weekend gross of $179.1 million, the third-highest for a Marvel film and fifth-highest of all time. Of the $179.1 million, $16 million was from IMAX, the second best for an MCU film.[226] Initial projections for Captain America: Civil War had it earning between $175–200 million on its opening weekend,[227][228] with the projection being revised to $172–178 million after Friday.[226] BoxOffice[image: External link] called it "the safest box office bet" since Star Wars: The Force Awakens.[229] The film remained at number one in its second weekend,[230] and fell to second in its third, behind The Angry Birds Movie[image: External link].[231] In its fourth weekend, Captain America: Civil War became the highest-grossing film of 2016 in North America,[232] and by June 17, 2016, became the first film of 2016 to surpass $400 million.[233]
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 Other territories




Captain America: Civil War's opening in 15 countries on April 27, 2016, earned $14.9 million,[173] followed by $23.8 million the next day from 15 more countries, and $45.3 million two days later from 8 additional countries, for a three-day total of $84 million.[234] Its first weekend brought a total of $200.4 million,[176] after being projected to earn anywhere between $180–250 million,[235] with $9.4 million coming from IMAX. The film debuted at number one in all countries except Japan.[176] The film stayed at number one in its second weekend, earning $217 million, with existing territories seeing a 55% decline in earnings, while surpassing the entire international earnings of previous Captain America films, along with other MCU films. For IMAX in its second weekend, Captain America: Civil War earned $31 million, a new record for a day-and-date opening for a Marvel film.[236] By its third weekend, the film remained at number one in some territories, being overtaken by The Angry Birds Movie in others, and became the top film of 2016 and fourth-highest-grossing superhero film outside of North America.[237]

It set records for the largest opening day in Mexico ($7.3 million),[234] opening day of 2016 in France ($2.4 million),[173] the second-largest opening day in Brazil ($2.7 million)[234] and the United Arab Emirates,[236] the largest superhero opening day in the Netherlands,[234] and the largest superhero opening in Turkey and Ukraine.[236] It set opening weekend records in Brazil ($12.9 million), Mexico ($20.4 million), and the Philippines ($7.7 million), and was the second-largest opening weekend in Hong Kong ($6.9 million) and Thailand ($9.4 million). In the United Kingdom, the film earned the second-largest opening day and weekend of 2016 with $20.5 million, while France had the top 2016 opening weekend with $10.1 million. Germany had the best four-day opening of 2016 with $8.1 million, and Spain had the second-largest three-day opening of 2016 with $4.2 million.[176] For South Korea, the film was the largest non-Korean opening and largest Marvel opening in history.[177] China had the second best IMAX opening ($9.5 million), as well as the second-largest opening weekend for a Hollywood film ($95.6 million),[236] with the film eventually becoming the third-highest Disney release in the country after 10 days,[237] and the second largest superhero film.[221] Japan saw the film open third with $4.2 million, behind Detective Conan: The Darkest Nightmare[image: External link] ($5.3 million) and Zootopia[image: External link] ($4.8 million).[238] The film's largest markets were China ($190.4 million), South Korea ($62.8 million), and the United Kingdom ($53.2 million).[239]
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 Critical response




The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 90% approval rating based on 338 reviews, with an average rating of 7.6/10. The website's critical consensus reads, "Captain America: Civil War begins the next wave of Marvel movies with an action-packed superhero blockbuster boasting a decidedly non-cartoonish plot and the courage to explore thought-provoking themes."[240] Metacritic[image: External link], which uses a weighted average[image: External link], assigned a score of 75 out of 100 based on 52 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[241] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an "A" grade on a scale of A+ to F.[226]

Justin Chang of Variety called it "the most mature and substantive picture to have yet emerged from the Marvel Cinematic Universe."[242] Sheri Linden of The Hollywood Reporter said, "Call it 'civil war' or call it brand extension; call it a 'cinematic universe' or a corporate behemoth—the latest Marvel extravaganza furthers the studio's cross-pollination of action franchises in a way that's sure to satisfy devotees."[243] Robbie Collin of The Daily Telegraph[image: External link] wrote, "This is the cinematic superhero showdown you've dreamt of since childhood, precisely because that's everything—and all—it wants to be."[244] Catherine Shoard of The Guardian[image: External link] called it, "a huge aspartame[image: External link] rush of a film: a giant irresistible snack, not nutritious, but very tasty."[245] Richard Roeper[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] wrote, "Kudos to co-directors Anthony and Joe Russo and the team of writers for juggling more than a dozen comic-book characters and nearly that many plot lines, and only occasionally getting us (and by us I mean me) lost in the geek weeds."[246] Kenneth Turan of the Los Angeles Times said, "If you live and breathe Marvel, this is one of the MCU's stronger offerings. If you are a spy coming in from the cold, the answer is not so clear."[247] A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times wrote, "Captain America: Civil War does not in any way transcend the conventions of the genre. On the contrary: It succeeds because it doesn't really try."[248]

Conversely, Stephen Whitty of the New York Daily News[image: External link] said, "Although it's called Captain America: Civil War, the latest Marvel movie is actually a supersized Avengers picture—overstuffed to bursting. And sometimes during its two and a half hour running time, it just goes bust."[249] Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] said, "As a work of thought, Civil War is compromised, but at least there are thoughts to compromise. As an action film, it has its moments, but aside from the big opening sequence—the action scenes are a bit flat."[250] Andrew O'Hehir writing for Salon[image: External link] said, "Much of Captain America: Civil War is just the laborious working-out of leftover dangling plot elements from Captain America: The Winter Soldier two summers ago."[251] While Nicholas Barber of BBC[image: External link] gave the film a generally favorable review, praising both its visuals and action sequences, he criticized the fact that there was "no cogent reason for any of [the Avengers] to be on one side or the other, which is why their inevitable dust-up feels like a game of dodgeball in a school playground."[252] Mark Millar, writer of the "Civil War" comic storyline on which the film was based, felt the film "had a good opening twenty [minutes], but then I honestly can’t remember what the movie was about." He also felt the film lacked levity, especially considering the Russo brothers' background in comedy.[253]
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref(s)



	2016
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Won
	[254][255]



	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Chris Evans[image: External link]
	Won



	Robert Downey Jr.
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Chemistry
	Robert Downey Jr., Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Don Cheadle[image: External link], Paul Bettany, and Chadwick Boseman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Chris Evans[image: External link], Sebastian Stan[image: External link], Anthony Mackie, Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link], and Jeremy Renner[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Liplock
	Chris Evans[image: External link] and Emily VanCamp[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Villain[image: External link]
	Daniel Brühl[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Scene Stealer[image: External link]
	Chadwick Boseman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Tom Holland[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Best Action Movie[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated
	[256]



	Best Actor in an Action Movie[image: External link]
	Chris Evans[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actress in an Action Movie[image: External link]
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated
	[257]



	Favorite Action Movie
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Actor
	Robert Downey Jr.
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Actress
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Action Movie Actor
	Chris Evans[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Robert Downey Jr.
	Won



	Favorite Action Movie Actress
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Performance by a Stunt Ensemble in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated
	[258]



	Annie Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Achievement, Character Animation in a Live Action Production
	Captain America: Civil War - Spider-Man - Steve Rawlins, Ebrahim Jahromi, Cedric Lo, Stephen King, and Yair Gutierrez
	Nominated
	[259]



	NAACP Image Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Chadwick Boseman[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[260]



	Outstanding Directing in a Motion Picture
	Anthony and Joe Russo
	Nominated



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated
	[261]



	Favorite Movie Actor
	Robert Downey Jr.
	Nominated



	Chris Evans[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Actress
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Butt-Kicker
	Chris Evans[image: External link]
	Won



	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Frenemies
	Chris Evans[image: External link] & Robert Downey Jr.
	Nominated



	#SQUAD
	Chris Evans[image: External link], Robert Downey Jr., Scarlett Johansson[image: External link], Sebastian Stan[image: External link], Anthony Mackie, Don Cheadle[image: External link], Jeremy Renner[image: External link], Chadwick Boseman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best Male Newcomer[image: External link]
	Tom Holland[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[262]



	Best Thriller[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects
	Captain America: Civil War
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comic-to-Film Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Captain America: Civil War
	Pending
	[263]



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Anthony and Joe Russo
	Pending



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Chris Evans[image: External link]
	Pending



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Chadwick Boseman[image: External link]
	Pending



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
	Pending



	Best Performance by a Younger Actor[image: External link]
	Tom Holland[image: External link]
	Pending



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Jeffrey Ford[image: External link] and Matthew Schmidt
	Pending



	Best Production Design[image: External link]
	Owen Paterson[image: External link]
	Pending
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 Future




According to Feige, Civil War is the conclusion of the Captain America trilogy that began with The First Avenger.[264] While it is the final standalone Captain America film in Evans' contract with Marvel Studios,[265] Evans stated in September 2015 that he was open to extending his contract past Avengers: Infinity War and its sequel, the final films on his contract at the time.[266]
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 Notes






	
^ As depicted in the 2015 film Avengers: Age of Ultron.[4]
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Marvel Television






Marvel Television is a division of Marvel Entertainment in The Walt Disney Company conglomerate[image: External link]. The division is responsible for live-action and animated (through Marvel Animation[image: External link]) television shows and direct-to-DVD series.[4][5] The division is based at affiliate ABC Studios' location.[1] Most of the live-action shows produced by the division are set within the Marvel Cinematic Universe, sharing continuity with the films produced by Marvel Studios.
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 Background




Marvel previously licensed a few characters out for TV shows with animated shows being more successful than the live action shows. The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] (1978–1982) was Marvel's only successful live action television series, running five seasons. The last TV series, Blade: The Series[image: External link], was canceled after one season on Spike[image: External link].[2][6]

Marvel's first live action TV licenses were for Spider-Man with the character in The Electric Company[image: External link]'s Spidey Super Stories[image: External link] segments (1974–1977), CBS[image: External link]'s The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] series (1977–1979) and Toei's tokusatsu[image: External link] style Spider-Man[image: External link] series (1978–1979). The Incredible Hulk also launched in 1977 on CBS. The Amazing Spider-Man pulled in reasonable ratings but was canceled in 1979 by CBS as they did not want to be known as the "comic book" network as they had already had three comic book based shows, choosing to stay with The Incredible Hulk, as it had the better ratings.[7]

In 1978, Doctor Strange[image: External link] got a TV movie[image: External link] to act as a pilot similarly to Spider-Man and Hulk. Captain America[image: External link] also starred in two pilots in 1979, Captain America[image: External link] and Captain America II: Death Too Soon[image: External link]. None of these pilots were picked up.[7]

After the end of The Incredible Hulk in 1982, live action Marvel shows did not return until 1988 with The Incredible Hulk Returns[image: External link], designed as a backdoor pilot for Thor[image: External link]. Additionally, The Trial of the Incredible Hulk[image: External link] acted as a backdoor pilot for Daredevil, and The Death of the Incredible Hulk[image: External link] premiered in 1990.[7]

Three direct pilots were done in the 1990s, Power Pack[image: External link], Generation X[image: External link] and Nick Fury: Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link], but none of them were picked up for series. Marvel had better luck in syndicating[image: External link] their properties in the late 1990s and early 2000s with Night Man[image: External link] and Mutant X[image: External link], lasting two and three seasons, respectively. The latter show triggered a lawsuit by 20th Century Fox, who held the film rights for the X-Men. As a follow up to the Blade film series[image: External link], Blade: The Series[image: External link] was created for cable TV, lasting one season in 2006.[7]
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 History
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 Studio division




On June 28, 2010, Marvel Entertainment announced the start of Marvel Television, together with the appointment of Jeph Loeb to head up the division as executive vice president, head of television.[5][8] In October 2010, it was announced that the first live-action television series from Marvel Television for ABC would be centered on the Hulk,[9] developed by Guillermo del Toro[image: External link].[10] In December 2010, it was revealed that Melissa Rosenberg was developing AKA Jessica Jones, based on the comic book series Alias[image: External link] and centered on Jessica Jones, for ABC, intended to air in 2011 of the 2011–2012 television season[image: External link].[11]

At San Diego Comic-Con International 2011, Loeb revealed, in addition to the Hulk project and AKA Jessica Jones, Marvel Television also had Cloak and Dagger and Mockingbird in development at ABC Family[image: External link].[12] In October 2011, ABC Studios sold a Punisher script to Fox[image: External link], who gave the project a put-pilot[image: External link] commitment.[13] In April 2012, Marvel Television signed with Creative Artists Agency[image: External link] for live action representation.[1] In May 2012, it was announced that the Hulk project was not ready for the 2012–2013 season, and would possibly be for the 2013–2014 season. It was also announced that ABC had passed on AKA Jessica Jones.[14]

In July 2012, it was reported that Marvel had again entered into discussions with ABC to create a show set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe,[15] and in August 2012, ABC ordered a pilot to be written by Joss Whedon, Jed Whedon[image: External link], and Maurissa Tancharoen, and directed by Joss Whedon,[16] that became Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[17] It was officially ordered to series on May 10, 2013.[18] By September 2013, Marvel was developing a series inspired by the Agent Carter Marvel One-Shot[image: External link], featuring Peggy Carter, with Deadline reporting it was one of several series in development at Marvel.[19]

By October 2013, Marvel was preparing four drama series and a miniseries, totaling 60 episodes, to present to video on demand services and cable providers, with Netflix, Amazon, and WGN America expressing interest.[20] In November 2013, it was announced that Disney would provide Netflix with live-action series starting in 2015, based on Daredevil, Jessica Jones, Iron Fist, and Luke Cage, leading up to a miniseries based on the Defenders.[21][22] Responding to the Netflix announcement, Disney CEO Bob Iger said that Daredevil, Luke Cage, Iron Fist and Jessica Jones may appear on film if their shows are successful and that another outlet was chosen as ABC and Disney XD could not handle all Marvel shows.[10] Disney will spend approximately $200 million in financing for the series.[23] The four Netflix shows are set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe.[24]

It was also revealed in November 2013 that the Hulk project first announced in 2012 had been shelved, with Loeb saying, when "we saw what Joss Whedon and Mark Ruffalo[image: External link] were creating in The Avengers, that was a better solution."[10] On May 8, 2014, ABC officially renewed Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. for a second season and ordered Marvel's Agent Carter straight to series,[25] which later aired in January 2015.

In early April 2015, two unspecified shows were said to be in development to air on ABC: one was a spin-off series of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. centered on Bobbi Morse (Adrianne Palicki) and Lance Hunter[image: External link] (Nick Blood[image: External link]), which was being developed by Bell and writer Paul Zbyszewski based off storylines occurring at the end of the second season, and would receive its own pilot rather than a backdoor pilot;[26][27] and another with writer-producer John Ridley[image: External link].[28] On May 7, 2015, ABC renewed Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. and Agent Carter for a third and second season, respectively.[29] Additionally, ABC also passed on the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. spinoff,[30] though ABC Entertainment president Paul Lee[image: External link] did not rule out returning to the spin-off in the future, and Lee also confirmed that Ridley was working on a Marvel property for ABC.[31] Also in May, Iger indicated that Disney saw potential in creating a streaming service dedicated to Marvel content as a way to further "take product... directly to consumer".[32]

In August 2015, the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. spin-off series received new life as a reworked series, titled Marvel's Most Wanted, with a pilot order. Bell and Zbyszewski once again developed the series, while also serving as co-writers of the pilot, executive producers, and showrunners, with Loeb also attached as executive producer.[33] The series would still focus on Morse and Hunter, with Palicki and Blood both attached, but is no longer intended to be a true spin-off of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. as previously believed, instead "being described as a new take focusing on the same duo and their continuing adventures."[34]
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 Entertainment division




At the end of August 2015, Marvel Entertainment's film subsidiary Marvel Studios was integrated into The Walt Disney Studios, leaving Marvel Television and Animation (formerly part of Marvel Studios) under Marvel Entertainment and CEO Isaac Perlmutter's control.[35]

In October 2015, ABC ordered a put pilot for a half-hour live action comedy series Damage Control, based on the comics construction company of the same name[image: External link]. The series is being developed by Ben Karlin[image: External link].[36] Later in the month, FX[image: External link] ordered a pilot for Legion, about David Haller[image: External link], a young man who may be more than human. The pilot was produced by FX Productions (FXP) and Marvel Television, with FXP handling the physical production. Also in October, Fox Broadcasting Company[image: External link] announced that 20th Century Fox Television[image: External link] and Marvel Television were developing a series titled Hellfire Club, based on the secret society from the comics of the same name[image: External link].[37][38]

In January 2016, Lee stated the Most Wanted pilot would begin production "in the next few months" and announced that a second Marvel comedy series was in development in addition to Damage Control.[39][40] Also in January, Netflix was in the early stages of developing a Punisher[image: External link] television series starring Jon Bernthal[image: External link], who appeared in the second season of Daredevil.[41] More information was revealed regarding the Legion series, including that in addition to the pilot, FX had ordered several scripts and that it would not take place in the established X-Men film universe but in a parallel universe instead. Should the series be picked up, it would consist of 10 episodes and is expected to air in 2016.[42]

In April 2016, the ABC-owned network Freeform greenlit Cloak & Dagger with a straight-to-series order as Marvel's first work with ABC Signature[image: External link].[43] The series, which is set in the MCU,[44] is scheduled to premiere in 2018.[45] At the end of the month, Marvel and Netflix officially picked up the series, The Punisher, with Bernthal attached to reprise his role as the lead character.[46] In May 2016, ABC cancelled Agent Carter and passed on the pilot for Most Wanted.[47][48]

In July 2016, Fox and Marvel announced a put pilot order for an untitled series developed by Matt Nix[image: External link]. The series, which will be produced by 20th Century Fox and Marvel, with 20th Century Fox handling physical production, focuses on two ordinary parents who discover their children possess mutant powers, forcing them to run from the government and join an underground network of mutants. Nix will serve as an executive producer along with Bryan Singer, Lauren Shuler Donner[image: External link], Simon Kinberg, Loeb and Jim Chory. It was also revealed that Hellfire Club was no longer in development.[49]

The following month, it was announced that Marvel's Runaways had received a pilot order, along with additional scripts, from the streaming service Hulu[image: External link], based on the team of the same name[image: External link]. The pilot is written by Josh Schwartz[image: External link] and Stephanie Savage[image: External link], who also serve as executive producers and showrunners.[50] By the end of the month, the division and ABC Studios were developing a half-hour comedy series based on the New Warriors featuring Squirrel Girl[image: External link], with the series being offered to cable networks and streaming outlets.[51] In April 2017, Freeform announced a straight-to-series order for the half-hour live action series, Marvel's New Warriors, with the first season, consisting of 10 episodes, set to air in 2018.[52] In May 2017, Hulu ordered Runaways to series with 10 episodes, to premiere in 2018.[53]

In November 2016, Marvel Television and IMAX Corporation announced Inhumans,[54][55] to be produced in conjunction with ABC Studios, and to air on ABC. The series, which is co-financed by IMAX and will see the first two episodes and select subsequent action sequences be filmed with IMAX digital cameras, will have versions of the first two episodes be screened in IMAX beginning September 4, 2017, before airing on ABC.[54][56]

In May 2017, Fox ordered the Matt Nix TV series, now titled The Gifted[image: External link], to series,[57] and FXX[image: External link] placed a series order for an animated series based on Deadpool[image: External link], which will be co-produced by Marvel Television, FX Productions and ABC Signature Studios. Donald Glover[image: External link] and his brother Stephen Glover[image: External link] will serve as showrunners, executive producers and writers for the series.[58]
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See also: Marvel Animation[image: External link] for animated production library
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 Series




All series are part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe and live-action series unless otherwise noted.



	Series
	Aired
	Production partner
	Original

network
	Notes



	Former



	Agent Carter
	2015–2016
	


	ABC Studios

	F&B Fazekas & Butters






	ABC
	



	Ongoing



	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	2013–present
	


	ABC Studios

	Mutant Enemy Productions[image: External link][59]






	ABC
	



	Daredevil
	2015–present
	


	ABC Studios

	DeKnight Productions (season 1)

	Goddard Textiles






	Netflix
	



	Jessica Jones
	


	ABC Studios

	Tall Girls Productions






	



	Luke Cage
	2016–present
	ABC Studios
	



	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot
	ABC.com
	Mini episodes (3-6 minutes)



	Legion[image: External link]
	2017–present
	


	FX Productions

	The Donners' Company[image: External link]

	Bad Hat Harry Productions[image: External link]

	Kinberg Genre[image: External link]

	26 Keys Productions






	FX[image: External link]
	Not part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe nor the X-Men film series universe.[60]



	Iron Fist
	


	ABC Studios

	Devilina Productions






	Netflix
	



	Picked up for series



	The Defenders
	2017
	


	ABC Studios

	Goddard Textiles






	Netflix[21][46]
	



	The Punisher
	ABC Studios
	



	Inhumans
	


	ABC Studios

	IMAX Corporation (financer)






	ABC[54]
	Versions of the first two episodes will be screened in IMAX theaters.[54]



	The Gifted[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox Television[image: External link]
	Fox[image: External link]
	Not part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe; part of the X-Men film series universe.[60][57]



	Cloak & Dagger
	2018
	ABC Signature Studios[image: External link]
	Freeform
	[43][44][45]



	New Warriors[image: External link]
	[52]



	Runaways[image: External link]
	ABC Signature Studios

Fake Empire Productions[image: External link]
	Hulu[image: External link]
	[50][53]



	Untitled Deadpool[image: External link] animated series
	FX Productions

ABC Signature Studios
	FXX[image: External link]
	Animated series. Not part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe.[58]



	In development



	Damage Control[image: External link]
	TBD
	ABC Studios
	ABC
	Put pilot order[36]



	Untitled John Ridley-developed series
	In development[28][31][40]



	Untitled Marvel comedy series
	TBD
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 Pilots






	Title
	Year
	Production partner
	Original

network
	Notes



	Most Wanted
	2016
	ABC Studios
	ABC
	Part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe and spin-off to Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[33][34] Not ordered to series.[48]
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 Unproduced series






	Title
	Production partner
	Original

network
	Notes



	Hellfire Club
	20th Century Fox Television[image: External link]
	Fox[image: External link]
	Part of the X-Men film series universe.[61]
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Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.






This article is about the television series. For the comic book, see Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (comic book)[image: External link]. For a list of agents in the fictional organization, see List of S.H.I.E.L.D. members[image: External link].

Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., or simply Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., is an American television series created for ABC by Joss Whedon, Jed Whedon[image: External link], and Maurissa Tancharoen, based on the Marvel Comics organization S.H.I.E.L.D. (Strategic Homeland Intervention, Enforcement, and Logistics Division), a fictional peacekeeping and spy agency in a world of superheroes[image: External link]. It is set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU), sharing continuity with the films and other television series of the franchise. The series is produced by ABC Studios, Marvel Television, and Mutant Enemy Productions[image: External link], with Jed Whedon, Tancharoen, and Jeffrey Bell serving as showrunners.

The series revolves around the character of Phil Coulson, with Clark Gregg reprising his role from the film series, and his team of S.H.I.E.L.D. agents, who must deal with various unusual cases and enemies, including Hydra and the Inhumans. Joss Whedon began developing a S.H.I.E.L.D. pilot following the success of his film Marvel's The Avengers, and Gregg was confirmed to reprise his role in October 2012. The series was officially picked up by ABC in May 2013, and also stars Ming-Na Wen[image: External link], Brett Dalton[image: External link], Chloe Bennet, Iain De Caestecker and Elizabeth Henstridge, with Nick Blood[image: External link], Adrianne Palicki, Henry Simmons, Luke Mitchell[image: External link], and John Hannah[image: External link] joining in later seasons. Prosthetic makeup[image: External link] is created with Glenn Hetrick[image: External link]'s Optic Nerve Studios, while Legacy Effects[image: External link] contributes other practical effects[image: External link]. The visual effects[image: External link] for the series are created by FuseFX, and have been nominated for multiple awards. Several episodes directly crossover with films or other television series set in the MCU, while other characters from MCU films and Marvel One-Shots also appear throughout the series.

The first season originally aired from September 24, 2013, to May 13, 2014, while the second season aired from September 23, 2014, to May 12, 2015. A third season premiered on September 29, 2015, concluding on May 17, 2016, and the fourth season premiered on September 20, 2016, and concluded on May 16, 2017. A fifth season of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. is scheduled to premiere in January 2018. After starting the first season with high ratings but mixed reviews, the ratings began to drop while reviews improved. This led to much lower but more consistent ratings, as well as more consistently positive reviews in the subsequent seasons.

Several characters created for the series have since been introduced to the comic universe and other media, while a spin-off series, centered on Blood and Palicki's characters Lance Hunter[image: External link] and Bobbi Morse and titled Marvel's Most Wanted, received a pilot order in August 2015; it was ultimately passed on in May 2016. An online digital series, Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot, centered on Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez, was launched in December 2016 on ABC.com.
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Further information: List of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. episodes


The first season sees S.H.I.E.L.D. Agent Phil Coulson putting together a small team of S.H.I.E.L.D. agents to handle strange new cases.[2] They investigate Project Centipede and its leader, "The Clairvoyant[image: External link]", eventually uncovering that the organization is backed by Hydra, which has infiltrated S.H.I.E.L.D. In the second season, following the destruction of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link], now-Director Coulson and his team look to restore trust from the government and public while dealing with Hydra, a faction of anti-superhuman S.H.I.E.L.D. agents, and the newly revealed Inhumans (who possess special abilities).[3][4]

During the third season, Coulson begins a secret mission to assemble the Secret Warriors[image: External link], a team of Inhumans,[5][6] as Hydra restores its ancient Inhuman leader Hive[image: External link] to power.[7] After the defeat of Hive and with Hydra destroyed, S.H.I.E.L.D. is made a legitimate organization once again for the fourth season, with the signing of the Sokovia Accords[image: External link]. Coulson returns to being a field agent, due to the world believing he is dead, and is tasked with tracking down more enhanced people including Robbie Reyes / Ghost Rider[image: External link]. In addition, Agent Leo Fitz and Holden Radcliffe[image: External link] complete their work on the Life Model Decoy[image: External link] project as well as the development of the Framework.[8]
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 Cast and characters




Main article: List of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. characters



	
Clark Gregg as Phil Coulson:
A S.H.I.E.L.D. agent who oversees many of the division's field operations.[9] In April 2013, Gregg agreed to join the series after hearing Whedon's explanation for Coulson's resurrection, following the character's death in The Avengers, which he called "fascinating" and "true to the world of the comics and mythology". On whether the resurrected Coulson would be the same as before he died, Gregg said the character had to have changed in some way, but he may not understand how much he has changed.[10] Gregg said he approached Coulson's promotion to Director of S.H.I.E.L.D. as being his dream job, which at the same time forced the character to adopt a more level-headed attitude, like that of Nick Fury.[11]




	
Ming-Na Wen[image: External link] as Melinda May:
A S.H.I.E.L.D. ace pilot and weapons expert, nicknamed "the Cavalry".[12] Joss Whedon had the character, who was originally listed with the name Agent Althea Rice on casting sheets,[13] "rolling around in his head" for a long time. Wen was given some backstory for the character to prepare, but was not told how she gained her reputation;[14] with May's past revealed in " Melinda[image: External link]", Wen called it "devastating ... To have learned what she had to do, for the good of the many ... I can understand why it would traumatize her so much and cause her to retreat."[15] Wen called May "unconventionally maternal",[16] and found that it is her relationship with Coulson rather than any feelings about S.H.I.E.L.D. that make her stay in the organization.[17]




	
Brett Dalton[image: External link] as Grant Ward and Hive[image: External link]:
Ward is a Hydra agent who poses as a S.H.I.E.L.D. black ops[image: External link] specialist.[18][19] From the conception of the series it was decided that he would be a traitor, with Jed Whedon explaining that they wanted to have "infiltration based on betrayal" on a small scale to represent the same thing happening on a massive scale, and to make the Hydra reveal more personal for the characters.[20][21] Following the death of his Hydra superior, John Garrett[image: External link], Dalton explained that he felt that Ward was always loyal to Garrett rather than Hydra, and so without Garrett would become more of a wildcard,[22] eventually accepting his position as an antagonist to S.H.I.E.L.D.[23] He is killed by Coulson in season three,[24] and his body is possessed by the ancient Inhuman Hive.[7] Dalton returned to the series in its fourth season to portray Ward in the Framework, the virtual reality world created by Holden Radcliffe, where he is Johnson's boyfriend.[25] Austin Lyon[image: External link] portrays a young Ward.[26]




	
Chloe Bennet as Daisy "Skye" Johnson / Quake:
An Inhuman hacktivist[image: External link] and S.H.I.E.L.D. recruit who eventually becomes an agent with the ability to sense vibrations and create earthquakes.[4][13] The character of Skye was always intended to be the MCU version of Johnson, with Tancharoen noting that the reveal would have consequences for the character's relationships, especially with Coulson.[27] Bennet felt that the character was someone who would wear her heart on her sleeve, but she also has some control over her emotions.[28] Wen noted that the character evolves from being "anti-establishment into suddenly being someone who wants to create an establishment that would help" the Inhumans.[16] During the third season, the character no longer goes by "Skye", and by the end is known as "Quake" to the public.[29][30]




	
Iain De Caestecker as Leo Fitz:
An agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. who specializes in engineering, especially weapons technology.[13][31] De Caestecker, in describing the character, said that "He's quite passionate about what he does ... [but] he doesn't really understand emotions as much".[32] Fitz has a lot of interaction with Simmons in the series, with De Caestecker explaining that "they've got this kind of weird chemistry together, and they just kind of fit each other in a very weird way."[33] The character receives brain injuries at the end of the first season, with the writers researching brain trauma with doctors and experts before approaching it in the series. De Caestecker did his own research as well, feeling it is "something that should never be trivialized. It's a real and serious thing to a lot of people, brain trauma, so we just have to constantly be respectful towards it."[34]




	
Elizabeth Henstridge as Jemma Simmons:
A S.H.I.E.L.D. biochemist who specializes in life sciences (both human and alien).[13][31] Henstridge described her character as "intelligent and focused and curious...she's got a wonderful relationship with Fitz. They kind of bounce off each other."[35] As Fitz and Simmons begin to spend time apart during the series, Henstridge noted that it "brings a whole new dynamic just to them as characters in discovering what it's like to have to be independent" since they have been near inseparable since first meeting.[36] On the harsher side of Simmons seen later in the second season, Henstridge noted that the character has "always been very mathematical in a way".[31] After Simmons is trapped on the planet Maveth for six months, she becomes "profoundly different", with Henstridge saying, "she doesn't just completely change. But she's been through so much. She's hardened. She's had to face things that she never would've imagined [by] herself without Fitz, so she's ... stronger and kind of damaged."[37]




	
Nick Blood[image: External link] as Lance Hunter[image: External link]:
A mercenary before agreeing to join S.H.I.E.L.D.[38] On his character joining the cast in the second season, Blood explained "Lance doesn't really care that much of what people think of him....He doesn't bow down to the etiquette of the S.H.I.E.L.D. hierarchy."[39] He later elaborated that the character feels very independent, so would probably not want to admit no longer feeling like an outsider. Also, "he doesn't have too much respect for authority and titles...if Coulson does something he respects, that's all good. If he doesn't, he's going to say something." On Hunter's on-again, off-again relationship with Bobbi Morse, Blood said, "there is a lot of truth in it of those relationships you have where it's kind of, 'can't live with each other, can't kill each other'".[40]




	
Adrianne Palicki as Bobbi Morse:
Hunter's ex-wife and an agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. who spent time undercover within Hydra.[41] Palicki was approached by the showrunners specifically for the part during season two, and at first hesitated to take the role given that she likely could not play another MCU character if she did. Palicki already had martial arts and gun training, but had to learn to use the character's signature arnis[image: External link] sticks; she noted similarities between Morse's fighting style and that of Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]'s Black Widow from the MCU films.[42] Bell said of the character, "she and Hunter have been keeping secrets from one another, evidently for years" and something about her is that she seems to be more loyal to an idea than anything else, so what may seem in the short term as a betrayal by her is usually for what she sees as the greater good.[43]




	
Henry Simmons as Alphonso "Mack" MacKenzie:
A S.H.I.E.L.D. mechanic with a distrust of the alien and superhuman.[44] On the different dynamic that a mechanic brings to the S.H.I.E.L.D. team, Simmons felt that his character would not have to deal with the same stress as the other agents, and that Mack is more worried about contributing in his own way and getting his job done away from the field.[45] About Mack's stance on violence, Simmons confirmed that Mack does not like violence, but will do "what he has to do."[46] Mack reveals in the third season, "It's not something I talk about but ... I rely on my faith", implying that he is a Christian[image: External link].[47] This was seen by Dee Hogan of The Mary Sue[image: External link] as "a refreshingly positive portrayal of people of faith, as Mack demonstrates the quiet confidence and love rather than the aggression and bigotry that's so often associated with it."[48]




	
Luke Mitchell[image: External link] as Lincoln Campbell:
An Inhuman with the ability to manipulate electrical charges.[49] The character was introduced because the series already featured "a guy with no eyes[image: External link]" and "a woman who now is covered in thorns[image: External link]" but, like the X-Men, there are also Inhumans who are "just attractive people with powers", and so Campbell represents them in the series. On casting Mitchell, Bell said "Luke just really impressed us ... [he] had a nice quality, and we felt he might be a good person to sort of usher Skye into this other world."[50] Campbell dies in the third season finale,[30] making him the "Fallen Agent" that the series had been teasing for the entire second half of that season.[51][52] The decision was made because the producers did not want "a body count show, but it is a real world with real stakes."[53]




	
John Hannah[image: External link] as Holden Radcliffe[image: External link]:
A transhumanist[image: External link] who believes in the improvement of humanity through enhancement.[54][55] Radcliffe originally worked with Hive upon his abduction before joining S.H.I.E.L.D. where he begins work on transferring his artificial intelligence AIDA[image: External link] to a Life Model Decoy[image: External link], an old S.H.I.E.L.D. project.[56]
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 Production




See also: Production of season 1[image: External link], season 2[image: External link], season 3[image: External link], and season 4[image: External link]
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 Development




After The Walt Disney Company purchased Marvel Entertainment in 2009,[57] they announced that a Marvel Television division was being formed under Jeph Loeb.[58][59] In the following months, various pilots based on comics from Marvel's catalog went into development.[60][61] In July 2012, Marvel Television entered into discussions with ABC to make a new series set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, though at that point it was undecided what it would be. The series was described as "'a kernel of an idea' with a number of scenarios being explored, including a high-concept cop show."[62] The next month, it was announced that Marvel's The Avengers director Joss Whedon, creator of other television shows such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link] and Firefly[image: External link], would be involved in the series' development.[63]

In August 2012, ABC ordered a pilot for a series called S.H.I.E.L.D. to be written and directed by Joss Whedon, with Jed Whedon[image: External link] and Maurissa Tancharoen also writing.[64][65] Disney CEO Bob Iger greenlit the series after watching the Marvel One-Shot[image: External link] short film Item 47.[66] In April 2013, ABC announced that the series would be titled Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[2] and it was officially picked up for a full season of 22 episodes in May 2013.[66][67] Jed Whedon, Tancharoen, and Jeffrey Bell act as the series' showrunners,[64] with Bell joining the show to help the inexperienced former pair with hiring crew members and "navigating the politics of studios and networks", saying, "My job is to help them learn how to do that, to steer the ship while they learn." Joss Whedon assisted them before he started work on Avengers: Age of Ultron.[21]

The series was renewed for a second season in May 2014,[68] a third in May 2015,[69] a fourth in March 2016,[70] and a fifth in May 2017.[71] In September 2016, discussing the eventual end of the series, Tancharoen said, "You always just forge ahead. Until someone tells us to stop, we will continue to move forward." Jed Whedon added, "There are always ideas in the back of your mind for how you'd wrap it up when they say, 'That's it guys,' but we're not there just yet."[72] By May 2017, Bell noted they had "a sense of how we'd like the show to end when it ends. We just need to know when that time is coming so we can build to it properly." Jed Whedon continued, "Our goal is to know ahead of time, because we would love to land the story in a way that's satisfying".[73]
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 Writing




Bell explained that he, Jed Whedon, and Tancharoen supervise all of the series' creative decisions, often consulting with Loeb. When the showrunners are writing the series, one person can write a script while the other two break stories, so that a story can be broken every few weeks. If the executive producers sign off on a story, a member of the series' writers room then produces an outline, gets notes on it from the showrunners, writes a full script, gets notes on it from ABC and the production crew, and then goes to set to produce the episode.[21]

In January 2013, Joss Whedon deflected any direct influences from other series, such as the efforts of Fox Mulder[image: External link] and Dana Scully[image: External link] in The X-Files[image: External link], and explained that while the show would involve people with powers and the spectacle of science-fiction storytelling, it would focus on "the peripheral people...the people on the edges of the grand adventures."[75] As the series began to introduce more powered individuals, Bell noted that audiences "seem to respond to powered people on the show and while it's not going to take over and become what the show's about, as a texture and flavor of the stories, we really enjoy that."[76] Jed Whedon stated that the series would continue to emphasize the general public's response to powered people, saying, "The dynamic in the world has changed. There was one person with powers, and then by The Avengers there were maybe six total ... now they're much more prevalent, so there's reaction from the public based on that."[77]

On the balance between creating new material and drawing from existing mythology, Bell noted that telling stories that can entertain both Marvel fans and non-Marvel fans is challenging, and that for the series they try to add nods to the MCU films or the comics in a way that works well on its own for all viewers, but could also mean more for a fan.[78] On where the series can draw from the comics, Jed Whedon explained that there are areas of the comics that the series is not allowed to go to, and that ultimately they only use the comics for inspiration in generating their own story. Tancharoen elaborated that, "We're always going to be inspired and influenced by the comics, but of course on the show, we'll always be doing our spin to it."[79] About comparisons between the scope of the series and that of the films, Bell said that ABC and Marvel had been very generous with the series' budget, and that the production could not complain for a network series, but that it was nothing compared to the films or even series like Game of Thrones[image: External link]. He explained that the series does attempt to create "Marvel moments" as best it can, but pointed out that some of the more memorable moments from the films are smaller, character moments—something that works really well on television—so the series strives for those when it cannot afford more scope and scale.[78] Jed Whedon elaborated that they look at a sequence and try to keep only what is required to tell the story, so "If a monster is landing on a car, instead of showing the whole monster leaping through the skyline, we want to be in the car with the character having that experience."[20]

In September 2015, Bell looked back on the first two seasons and talked about the challenges of and changes in the series. He noted the negative reception from fans concerning the low number of recognizable characters like Coulson, but pointed out that fans seemed to have grown to like the series' original characters as they had been developed over time. He explained that with the increasing amount of characters and complex relationships in the series, having different pairings and building new emotional relationships was important, and stated that "whether it's a quiet moment or in action, we [hope to] deepen the audience's love and concern, and hopes for these characters."[80] A year later he reiterated the producer's intention to create a tradition moving forward of "finding new combinations and new conflicts" between different sets of characters, given "a lot of procedurals [see] the same people doing the same thing for five years and the character don't evolve or change at all."[77]

The producers and writers initially formed a general plan for the show through the end of a third season, after reading the screenplays for upcoming MCU films.[81] In May 2016, Chloe Bennet likened the end of the third season to "the end of the first book of S.H.I.E.L.D. ... the end of something bigger and the beginning of a whole new tone for the show."[82] She elaborated that "the storylines that we started at the beginning of season 1 really wrapped up at the end of season 3. We've had some major losses of people who have been with us on the show since season 1. From the table read to the first day on set, there's definitely a new energy of the show" moving forward.[83] The series was moved to the later timeslot of 10 pm for the fourth season. Jed Whedon said the writers hoped to "skew a little darker because of" this change, with Loeb adding that "It absolutely offers opportunities. I don't know that it changes things all that dramatically [though]. I mean, at the end of the day, Marvel is always going to make shows that run somewhere between PG-13 and PG-16. We're not going to be making Deadpool[image: External link] anytime soon on [ABC]."[77] Marvel "had a long talk with ABC about what can we get away with, so to speak" in the new timeslot, which lead to the inclusion of Ghost Rider[image: External link] in the season over one of Marvel's Netflix series[image: External link], because Marvel felt "that this character was right to tell [darker and more violent] stories right now" and having him on S.H.I.E.L.D. aided that because "it was so unexpected". Loeb hoped that the combination of the later timeslot and the introduction of Ghost Rider would lead to some viewers who had stopped watching the series over the previous seasons giving it another chance.[84]

In May 2017, ahead of the fifth season renewal, Jed Whedon said the writers were not sure what would happen in the season, and that it would be "by the seat of our pants."[85]
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 Casting




In October 2012, a casting sheet for five lead roles was sent out.[13] At the New York Comic Con, Joss Whedon, Kevin Feige, and Clark Gregg announced that Gregg would be reprising his role as agent Phil Coulson from Iron Man, Iron Man 2, Thor, The Avengers, and the Marvel One-Shots in the pilot,[9] and would "headline" the series.[86] Actress Ming-Na Wen[image: External link] was cast as Melinda May.[12] The next month, Elizabeth Henstridge and Iain De Caestecker were cast as Jemma Simmons and Leo Fitz, respectively,[31] while newcomer Brett Dalton[image: External link] was cast as Grant Ward.[87] In December, Chloe Bennet was chosen out of more than 400 actresses to play Skye, the sixth and final regular for the first season;[88][89] the character is revealed in the second season to be Daisy Johnson, and no longer goes by "Skye" starting with the third.[29]

At San Diego Comic-Con 2014, Nick Blood[image: External link] was announced as cast in the role of Lance Hunter[image: External link] for the second season, while the character of Bobbi Morse was revealed to be appearing.[38] That August, Henry Simmons joined the cast as Alphonso "Mack" MacKenzie, a recurring role,[44] and Adrianne Palicki was cast as Morse in a guest role, to appear in the season two episode "A Hen in the Wolf House[image: External link]", with the potential to return.[90] The next month, the entire first season principal cast were confirmed to be regulars for the second season, along with Blood.[91] Palicki joined them with the season two episode " Aftershocks[image: External link]".[41][92] In February 2015, Luke Mitchell[image: External link] was cast as Lincoln Campbell, a recurring role for the second half of the season.[93][94]

All season two principal cast members returned for the third season,[5] with Simmons and Mitchell joining them, promoted from their recurring roles.[49][95] In October 2015, the Inhuman Hive[image: External link] was introduced; for the second part of season three, he possesses the corpse of Grant Ward, again portrayed by Brett Dalton.[7] Also introduced was John Hannah[image: External link], recurring as Holden Radcliffe[image: External link].[54] Blood and Palicki left the main cast following the season three episode "Parting Shot[image: External link]", to star in the then-planned spin-off show Marvel's Most Wanted.[96] Dalton and Mitchell also left following the deaths of their respective characters in the third season finale.[53] Gregg, Wen, Bennet, De Caestecker, Henstridge, and Simmons star in the fourth season,[8] joined by Hannah.[55] Dalton returned as a guest during the third pod of the season[image: External link].[25]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Design
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 Costumes




Betsy Heimann was the costume designer for the pilot, but left the series due to film commitments. Assistant costume designer Ann Foley took over for subsequent episodes, and worked closely with Tancharoen to create "very strong, different characters" whose "looks evolve along with the show."[97] Foley also brought on concept artists Phillip Boutte Jr. and Josh Shaw to assist with the design process.[98][99] Foley watched every MCU film, paying special attention to The Avengers, and was also inspired by such films as Skyfall[image: External link] and Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol[image: External link].[97] In October 2016, Foley said that she was specifically following the aesthetic of Captain America: The Winter Soldier, "So any costume has to fit inside that world we've established and has to fit that tactical look."[100] On the variety of costumes created for each character, Foley preferred to have set pieces in the characters' "closets", as "it's not a fashion show ... a guy like Ward isn't going to have twenty jackets in his closet. He is going to have one that he uses all of the time."[99]

After reading each script, Foley would do her own research, before discussing the look of the episode with the writers.[101] She then studies the comics, general fashion, and history to get a look that is recognizable to fans, but fits into the more realistic world of the series.[98] Costumes are either custom made or bought, and the actors are brought in for fittings before filming. This process was often challenging due to the series' eight-day-per-episode schedule.[101] Foley stated that all costumes take a similar amount of time to create, whether they are based on the comics or not.[102] Marvel CCO Joe Quesada is involved in the approval process when costuming preexisting characters,[99] including Daisy Johnson's Quake costume that is introduced in the third season. The Quake costume incorporates elements from the comic version of the character, and was intended to show that Quake "could easily be part of the Avengers".[103][104] Foley took steps to differentiate the Quake costume from Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]'s Black Widow[image: External link] costumes from the films, but was "flattered" by comparisons made between them. Foley was also adamant about not sexualising characters such as Quake to show that "these characters don't have to be sexualised, that they're powerful, strong women", and so avoided "a lot of cleavage, you don't see high heels. It's about practicality."[100]

The costumes go through a natural evolution in the series. There is a shift at the end of the first season to a darker look, and all the characters have "definitely grown up" during the second season. In the third season there is another shift, "from the ragtag group of soldiers and scientists to [a] more precise militaristic outfit".[103] This change is also reflected in the series' color palette, going from "a much lighter tone, much more patterns" in the first season to having "stripped away a bit of color" by the third.[100] Despite this increasing darkness in the costumes, Foley intended to define each character as they are introduced and to have them always be recognizable and identifiable.[99] With the start of the fourth season, Foley said that "each season definitely has its own feel and this season will be no different. I think that you're going to see some subtle differences in the costumes of the characters"; she felt like Fitz and Simmons, in particular, had become "more adult looking", while all the cast had "a pretty specific ... civilian look" that would become more prominent as S.H.I.E.L.D. is re-legitimized and becomes more public.[104]
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 Practical effects




Prosthetic makeup[image: External link] for the series is designed in conjunction with Glenn Hetrick[image: External link] of Optic Nerve Studios. Hetrick began work on the series with the second season, to create Raina[image: External link]'s Inhuman look,[105] and returned for the third season to design and create the more "unique"-looking Inhumans such as Lash[image: External link].[106] Practical effects[image: External link] and props[image: External link] for the series are created by Legacy Effects[image: External link], who have also worked on the MCU films.[102][107] Work on the series by Legacy includes Daisy Johnson's gauntlets for the third season.[102]
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 Title sequence




The third season introduces a new title sequence for the series, replacing the one that appeared in the first two seasons.[108] The title sequence in "4,722 Hours[image: External link]" is drastically different from the design introduced for the third season, with the series' title in the episode's typeface silently fading onto the screen over the back drop of the planet Simmons is stranded on.[109][110] The fourth season sees new series title cards for each of the season's pods: Ghost Rider[image: External link], LMD[image: External link],[111][112] and Agents of Hydra[image: External link] for episodes primarily set in the Framework.[113][ better source needed[image: External link]]
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 Filming




Production for the pilot took place almost entirely in Los Angeles[image: External link] to accommodate Joss Whedon's schedule,[114] while the rest of the series is primarily filmed in Culver City, California[image: External link].[115] Additional filming has also taken place around the world, including in Paris[image: External link], France,[116] Stockholm[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link],[117] and Old San Juan, Puerto Rico[image: External link].[118] The series is filmed on Arri Alexa[image: External link] cameras,[115] with David Boyd[image: External link] serving as director of photography[image: External link] on the pilot,[119] and Feliks Parnell, Jeff Mygatt, and Allan Westbrook doing so throughout the rest of the series. Garry Brown is the second unit director for the series, with stunts coordinated by Tanner Gill.[120] The series is filmed in 2K resolution[image: External link].[121]
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 Visual effects




FuseFX serves as the lead visual effects vendor for Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[122] with additional work by Pixomondo[image: External link], Cosa, Greenhaus GFX, Lion VFX, and Synaptic.[115] The series sees an average of 80 to 150 visual effects shots per episodes,[121] with 10 to 12 days to work on the effects for one episode once background plates have been received from filming.[122] This equates to approximately 2000 visual effects shots per season.[115] Mark Kolpack serves as visual effects supervisor for the series.[123] David Altenau was the in-house supervisor at FuseFX for "Pilot" through episode eight, with Kevin Lingenfelser taking over for subsequent episodes.[124] VFX producer Andrea D'Amico joined the team at FuseFX to work on the series in December 2015.[125] Two separate production management and creative teams were established to work on the show, and producers, compositors and various artists were able to alternate episodes. This was important because most of the episodes had to be worked on concurrently, either two or three at a time.[124] Typical effects for the series include the creation of character-driving effects animation, photo-realistic vehicles, CG set extensions, pyrotechnics, and atmospheric effects.[122] Some assets, such as a Quinjet[image: External link] and Helicarrier[image: External link], are shared from Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link], though "those models are generally super heavy and dense with data" and need to be made "HD friendly or simply manageable to work in [a] TV schedule."[121]
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 Music




Bear McCreary confirmed that he would compose music for the series in July 2013.[126] Unlike on some of his previous scores, ABC and Marvel allowed McCreary to work with a full symphonic orchestra,[127] typically featuring 50 or 70 players.[128] Complex synthesizer programming was also used, to give the score "a modern edge".[129] McCreary composes on average 30 minutes of music per episode.[130] Creating the main theme for the series, which McCreary also saw as Coulson's theme, was a process which took a lot of collaboration with the executive producers, who wanted a specific sound—"something big, that...belonged in the Marvel Cinematic Universe" but also "intimate because these aren't superheroes, these are regular people." McCreary had to work harder to make the theme heard, given that the show does not have a traditional title sequence.[127] In September 2014, McCreary announced that there were plans for an Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. soundtrack,[131] which was released digitally a year later by Marvel Music on September 4, 2015, and on CD on October 9. Featuring music from the first two seasons, the soundtrack was written and produced by McCreary and Steven Kaplan, with the album produced by Joe Augustine with McCreary.[132][133]

All music composed by Bear McCreary.[133] Notes next to each track indicate which episode(s) it was featured in.[130]



	Track listing



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. Overture"
	2:51



	2.
	"Showdown at Union Station" (" Pilot[image: External link]" and "The Bridge[image: External link]")

	6:58



	3.
	"0–8–4" (" 0-8-4[image: External link]")

	9:02



	4.
	"Rocket Launch" ("0-8-4")

	3:03



	5.
	"The Obelisk" (" Shadows[image: External link]")

	3:56



	6.
	"Aftermath of the Uprising" ("Turn, Turn, Turn[image: External link]")

	4:37



	7.
	"Gravitonium" ("The Asset[image: External link]")

	4:20



	8.
	"Cal" ("One of Us[image: External link]")

	2:42



	9.
	"Cello Concerto" ("The Only Light in the Darkness[image: External link]")

	4:49



	10.
	"Willing to Sacrifice" (" Shadows[image: External link]")

	4:32



	11.
	"Alien DNA" ("The Well[image: External link]", "Beginning of the End[image: External link]" and "Shadows")

	5:58



	12.
	"FZZT" (" FZZT[image: External link]")

	3:51



	13.
	"Garrett" (" T.A.H.I.T.I.[image: External link]")

	2:09



	14.
	"Hail Hydra" ("Turn, Turn, Turn")

	1:47



	15.
	"Helicopter Rescue" ("Beginning of the End")

	2:05



	16.
	"Terrigen Crystals" (" Scars[image: External link]")

	4:21



	17.
	"The Big Bang" ("Beginning of the End")

	7:05



	18.
	"The Rising Tide" ("Pilot")

	3:46



	Total length:
	1:17:52
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 Marvel Cinematic Universe tie-ins




In July 2013, Jed Whedon said the series would work in tandem with the Marvel films, both past and upcoming, to weave in between the films, and to "try to make them more rewarding on both ends."[134] He explained that each Marvel project is intended to stand alone first before there is any interweaving, and noted that the series has to work with the film division and be aware of their plans so as not to interfere when introducing someone or something to the universe.[135] Bell elaborated that this was preferable so that people who do not watch the films can still follow the series, and vice versa. He stated that "ABC and Marvel both want the series to be able to make sense on its own", but that it was beneficial for the films to have the series fill in any "gaps" for them, due to having to be "big" and moving "quickly through a lot of huge pieces", unlike television which has time to deal with more nuances.[80]

In January 2016, Joss Whedon noted that this process "unfortunately just means the TV show gets, you know, leftovers." He stated that, for example, the series' creative team initially wanted to use Loki's scepter from The Avengers but were unable due to Whedon's plans for it in Age of Ultron.[136] On how their ability to connect with the films changed over the life of the series, Jed Whedon said, "The rule when we started was we couldn't say anything about spies, we couldn't say anything about Hydra, we couldn't have any A.I. or robots or anything like that, because all of that was coming in movies that year or the year after. Since then, they've blown those doors wide open." He added, "We have relatively free reign [in what the series can introduce and connect to]; we just can't go anywhere that [the films are] going. They know their stories so much further out than we do, which is good for us to tee up things that we know are coming to them or avoid things that they want to be special on the big screen. As long as we are not covering bases that they're going to cover, we haven't been told "no" that much". As an example, Whedon noted the fourth season's Framework storyline as "something that's pretty significant in our world, but is also a little eddy in the river that doesn't affect anything else because it's an alternate universe. So those kinds of stories help us go big without sending ripples through the whole MCU."[73]

The series mimics the films' post credits scenes[image: External link] with 'end tags', starting with the episode " 0-8-4[image: External link]" which features a Samuel L. Jackson cameo. Bell explained, "Sometimes it'll be funny, sometimes it'll be a mythology thing ... or an extra little reveal about" the episode.[78] The end tag for "End of the Beginning[image: External link]" is a "directly lifted" scene from Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[137]

The series' first major tie-in episode with the wider MCU was "The Well[image: External link]", which begins immediately after Thor: The Dark World.[138] The episodes "End of the Beginning" and "Turn, Turn, Turn[image: External link]" revolve around the events of Captain America: The Winter Soldier,[139][140] which led to a retooling of the series.[141] Flashback sequences in " Shadows[image: External link]" and "The Things We Bury[image: External link]" featuring Hayley Atwell as Peggy Carter served as marketing and set-up for the Agent Carter television series.[142][143] The events of "The Frenemy of My Enemy[image: External link]" and "The Dirty Half Dozen[image: External link]" lead up to the opening sequence of Avengers: Age of Ultron, while " Scars[image: External link]" deals with the aftermath of that film.[144] The third season follows similar themes to the film Captain America: Civil War, focusing on powered people and the different responses to them,[145] leading up to the episode " Emancipation[image: External link]", which takes place after the film and shows how its events affect the series' powered characters.[146]

The episode " T.A.H.I.T.I.[image: External link]" introduces the Kree[image: External link] alien race to the MCU, members of which play a significant role in Guardians of the Galaxy.[147][148] This begins a storyline that recurs throughout the series, and introduces Inhumans to the MCU,[4] with Jed Whedon saying that it was something "in the works" for a long time, as Marvel Studios had plans for an Inhumans[image: External link] film, and this would be "one of the first instances where we get to start planting the seeds on the show before the film."[149] The third season introduces the concept of the Secret Warriors[image: External link], with new Inhuman characters inspired by the comic of the same name,[6][150] while also retconning[image: External link] the history of Hydra in the MCU, tying it into the Inhumans storyline.[151] Gregg noted in January 2016 that the "writer and director [of the Inhumans film] will have free rein to do what they want to do with the Inhumans, but hopefully there'll be some way that our Inhumans connect to that."[152] When the film was removed from Marvel Studios' release schedule, Whedon noted that the series had "a little more freedom" and were "able to do a little bit more" with the species going into the fourth season, including the potential of introducing some of the "classic" Inhumans.[153] Marvel's Inhumans, a television series centered on Black Bolt[image: External link] and other members of the Inhuman Royal Family[image: External link], was announced in November 2016 to air on ABC in September 2017.[154] It is not intended to be a spin-off of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[155]

The fourth season explores the concept of Life Model Decoys[image: External link] (LMDs),[56] which were first referenced in The Avengers,[156] and introduces the character Ghost Rider to the MCU.[8] On why the series waited to begin exploring LMDs, Jed Whedon said that the series previously did not want to explore the concept before the release of Avengers: Age of Ultron, which sees the introductions of Ultron[image: External link] and Vision in a similar manner to LMDs.[157] On introducing Ghost Rider, Whedon said that "with Doctor Strange coming out this year, the Marvel [Cinematic] Universe is moving into new waters," referring to the exploration of magic. "We felt that this was obviously a great character that we'd love to have on our show that we feel fits with that shift."[158] The season also continues storylines from the second season of Agent Carter, with the reveal that the Momentum Energy Labs group is a successor to the Isodyne Energy company, with both companies connected by the parent company Roxxon[image: External link], a mainstay of the MCU.[159]
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 Release






	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] release dates
	Netflix (U.S.) release dates



	First aired
	Last aired
	Timeslot ( EST[image: External link])
	Region 1[image: External link]
	Region 2[image: External link]
	Region 4[image: External link]



	
	1[image: External link]
	22
	September 24, 2013
	May 13, 2014
	Tuesday 8:00 pm
	September 9, 2014[160]
	October 20, 2014[161]
	November 12, 2014[162]
	November 20, 2014[163]



	
	2[image: External link]
	22
	September 23, 2014
	May 12, 2015
	Tuesday 9:00 pm
	September 18, 2015[164]
	October 19, 2015[165]
	November 11, 2015[166]
	June 11, 2015[167]



	
	3[image: External link]
	22
	September 29, 2015
	May 17, 2016
	TBA
	January 30, 2017[168]
	March 1, 2017[169]
	June 16, 2016[170]



	
	4[image: External link]
	22
	September 20, 2016
	May 16, 2017
	Tuesday 10:00 pm
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	June 15, 2017[171]



	
	5
	22[172]
	January 2018[173]
	TBA
	Friday 9:00 pm
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
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 Broadcast




Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. airs in the United States on ABC,[66] in 720p[image: External link] high definition[image: External link] and 5.1 surround sound[image: External link],[174] despite delivering the episodes to ABC in 1080p[image: External link].[121] The first season aired on Tuesdays at 8 pm EST for the first season,[175] and starting with the second season, the series aired on Tuesdays at 9 pm EST,[176] before moving to the 10 pm time slot on Tuesdays for the fourth season.[177] For its fifth season, the series will air on Fridays at 9 pm EST.[172]

Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. has been licensed in 155 countries and territories:[178] CTV[image: External link] holds the broadcast rights for Canada;[179] Channel 4[image: External link] aired the series in the United Kingdom for the first two seasons, before it moved to E4[image: External link] for the third;[180] in Australia, the series aired on Seven Network[image: External link] for the first two seasons,[181] before moving to Fox8[image: External link] starting with the third;[182] and in New Zealand, the show airs on TV2[image: External link].[183] MyNetworkTV[image: External link] was awarded the series' syndication[image: External link] rights, and began broadcasting it in September 2016.[184]

The second and third seasons of the series were broadcast in two blocks each, with a season of Agent Carter airing in between. Bell explained that this decision was made following the challenge of producing 22 episodes for the first season to be aired over 36–40 weeks, which meant having repeats and "losing momentum". Instead, Agent Carter took up much of that gap in a row, leaving the back half of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s season to run uninterrupted.[21] This format allowed the producers and writers to approach each season in two parts, each with distinct stories connected by carried-over elements.[185] Ahead of the fourth season, Tancharoen explained, "For the past two seasons, we've been able to break our season down into two little mini-seasons because of the airdate schedule. This upcoming season, our airdate schedule is a little different, so we're breaking it into three pods. Story wise, the development of that has made our lives easier, to break it down in that way."[72]

Regarding if they would break the fifth season into pods again as with season four, Bell said, "A 22-episode arc is a lot for people to hold onto. By breaking it up into either smaller arcs or different pods, by introducing a set of antagonists and putting them down, or moving from space to space, our experience has been that it’s something the viewers enjoy, and it makes it a little easier to digest when you’re telling some of these stories." Whedon also noted it would depend on how the season would be "broken up in terms of airing. If everything is running back-to-back, it feels weird to start calling it different things... We will try to have it in bite-sized chunks."[186] The season will begin airing its episodes in January 2018 once Inhumans has aired its eight episodes,[172][173] with the intent for all 22 episodes to air without any breaks.[173]
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 Marketing




Social media accounts for the series were set up in January 2013, months before ABC officially ordered it, "a rarity for a pilot."[187] By May 17, 2013, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. was the top new show of the television season in terms of social media activity, with the series' official Twitter account having over 46,000 followers and its official Facebook page having close to half a million likes.[187] Many cast and crew members "live tweet" each episode, with J. August Richards[image: External link] noting that this brings instant feedback from viewers, and allows the crew to "watch the audience take that journey" in real time.[188]

For the final six episodes of the first season, Marvel began the "Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: The Art of Level Seven[image: External link]" initiative, in which a different image was released each Thursday before a new episode, depicting a first look at a key event from the upcoming episode. Bell stated that the initiative was a way to tie the series back to its comics roots, and was thought of at the beginning of the first season. The production team tried to pair specific artists to the teaser posters based on their previous work and how it connected to the themes and emotion of the intended episode.[189] For the second season, the series returned as "The Art of Evolution[image: External link]", with an image for each of the final twelve episodes of the season.[190]

At San Diego Comic-Con 2014, Marvel Custom Solutions and Lexus[image: External link] released a limited single-issue comic tie-in titled Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: The Chase[image: External link],[191] set between the Season 1 episodes " Seeds[image: External link]" and " T.R.A.C.K.S.[image: External link]"[192] The comic was written by George Kitson, with art by Mirko Colak, Neil Edwards, and Mirco Pierfederici.[193]

A five-part web series[image: External link] titled Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Double Agent, also sponsored by Lexus, was released from March 4 to May 6, 2015 on ABC.com. The web series follows a newly hired Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. production assistant, who acts as a double agent[image: External link] for the "Mastermind", portrayed by Stan Lee. Cast and crew members from the series, such as Gregg, also appear, with viewers having the ability to vote in an online poll after each episode to guess where the double agent would go in the next episode; votes entered viewers in a drawing to win prizes from the set of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[194][195] Double Agent was nominated for Outstanding Digital Series at the 27th Producers Guild Awards[image: External link].[196] Another Lexus-sponsored five-part web series, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Academy, released from March 9 to May 4, 2016. In Academy, three Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. fans compete to play an agent in that series. Members of the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. cast also appear.[197] All three fans ultimately made cameo appearances in the third season finale.[198]

The series has been promoted with various subtitles at different times, including: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Uprising in season one, leading up to the Winter Soldier crossover;[199] Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Fallen Agent for the end of the third season;[52] Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Ghost Rider for the first "pod" of season four;[200] and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: LMD for the second "pod" of season four.[201] The third "pod" of season four was known as Agents of Hydra.[202]
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 Home media




The complete first season was first released on Blu-ray[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on September 9, 2014,[160] with the complete second season released on September 18, 2015, as an Amazon.com[image: External link] exclusive.[164][203] On Netflix, the first season became available for streaming on November 20, 2014,[163] the second season on June 11, 2015,[167] the third season on June 16, 2016,[170] and the fourth season on June 15, 2017.[171]
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 Reception






	Season
	Nielsen ratings[image: External link]
	Critical response



	Premiere total viewers

(in millions)
	Finale total viewers

(in millions)
	Season average total viewers,

inc. DVR (in millions)
	Rank
	18–49 rating (rank)
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]



	
	1[image: External link]
	12.12[204]
	5.45[205]
	8.31
	43
	3.0 (20)[206]
	85% (48 reviews)[207]
	74 (33 reviews)[208]



	
	2[image: External link]
	5.98[209]
	3.88[210]
	7.46
	76
	2.8 (32)[211]
	94% (18 reviews)[212]
	N/A



	
	3[image: External link]
	4.90[213]
	3.03[214]
	5.52
	85
	2.0 (47)[215]
	100% (13 reviews)[216]
	N/A



	
	4[image: External link]
	3.44[217]
	2.08[218]
	4.22
	110
	1.5/6 (70)[219]
	100% (13 reviews)[220]
	N/A





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Ratings




In the United States, the premiere episode of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. earned a 4.7/14 rating in the 18- to 49-year-old demographic, with 12.12 million total viewers,[204] making it the biggest network drama debut in four years.[221] Though the series debuted to strong ratings against its competition, NCIS[image: External link], its ratings declined considerably over the following two months, though it remained Tuesday's top show among men 18–49, and overall was the No. 3 show among upscale young adults behind Modern Family[image: External link] and The Big Bang Theory[image: External link]. It also enjoyed DVR recordings that, according to TV Guide, were "through the roof".[222]

In March 2016, Alisha Grauso of Forbes discussed the series and its ratings, describing the show as having "never quite been the ratings hit for ABC that the network had hoped it would be...It's hard enough to write a film script that fits within the continuity of the larger Marvel Cinematic Universe, even harder to do it with a full-length TV season that must act as connective tissue to the larger world while still being its own thing." Grauso opined that the series' ratings may improve if it either focused on trying to be the best series it could be (with fewer connections to the films, like the Marvel-Netflix shows[image: External link]) or on just being "support and tie-in to the world of the Avengers". Grauso concluded, "The end result for either scenario is that, hopefully, ratings move up and stay up. In the first case, fans might be lost by the disconnect from the MCU, but a stronger storyline and more consistent writing would bring them and new fans back. In the second scenario, fans would tune in every week for fear of missing out on a bit of story that's important to the larger world."[223][224]

Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. saw the season four episodes "The Patriot", "Wake Up", "Hot Potato Soup", "The Man Behind the Shield", and "Self Control" earn series low ratings of 0.6/2 each in the 18- to 49-year-old demographic,[225][226][227][228][229] with "Wake Up" also having the lowest initial viewer amount for the series with 2 million.[226]
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 Critical response




For the first season, the review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported an 85% approval rating, with an average rating of 7.8 out of 10 based on 48 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. is sure to please comic book fans, but the strong ensemble and brisk pacing help to make this better-than-average superhero show accessible to non-fanboys as well."[207] Metacritic[image: External link], which uses a weighted average, assigned a "generally favorable" score of 74 based on 33 reviews.[208] The second season scored a 94% approval rating on Rotten Tomatoes, with an average score of 7.4 out of 10 based on 18 reviews, and the consensus "Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. relaxes into itself during its sophomore season, mitigating the show's growing pains by focusing on characters while amping up narrative thrills."[212]

The third season has a 100% approval rating on Rotten Tomatoes, with an average score of 8.2 out of 10 based on 13 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "Still evolving in its third season, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. further hits its stride with a blend of thrills, humor, and heart."[216] The fourth season also has a 100% approval rating on Rotten Tomatoes, with an average score of 7.2 out of 10 based on 13 reviews, and the consensus reads "Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. explores darker territory in its fourth season with the thrilling introduction of Ghost Rider, setting up an action-packed new chapter of Marvel's edgier mythologies."[220]
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 Analysis




The way that the series is affected by the events of Captain America: The Winter Soldier has been called "miraculous",[230][231] with Terri Schwartz at Zap2it writing "the fact that the movie so influenced the show is game-changing in terms of how the mediums of film and television can be interwoven",[230] while Mary McNamara of the Los Angeles Times stated that Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. "faces a future of perpetual re-invention, and that puts it in the exhilarating first car of television's roller-coaster ride toward possible world domination."[231] The fact that the series also depicts the rebuilding of S.H.I.E.L.D. in the MCU has also been highlighted, with Merrill Barr, reviewing "Beginning of the End[image: External link]" for Forbes, saying "what Marvel's daring to say with this season finale is 'everything we do matters, and you need to pay attention to all of it.'"[232]

The series' introduction of the Inhumans was seen by Oliver Sava of The A.V. Club[image: External link] as making Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. an essential part of the MCU and Marvel Studios' plans, with the connections between the series and the films previously having always been reactive on the series' behalf, with "stuff" happening in the films, and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. dealing with the fallout of it. However, the series would now be "making things happen, and these events will clearly impact the future of the MCU".[233] Barr wrote that the series "does a most excellent job of standing on its own two feet in a way we've never seen it do before. Come the final frame [of the second season finale], all anyone—Marvel fan or otherwise—will be asking is when season three begins."[234]

The third season's paralleling of themes from Captain America: Civil War was called "topical and relevant" and "downright eerie" by The A.V. Club's Alex McCown and Screen Crush's Kevin Fitzpatrick. McCown compared the series' approach to setting up "a world distrustful of superpowers" to the real life events surrounding Cliven Bundy[image: External link] and Donald Trump[image: External link]'s 2016 presidential campaign[image: External link], and said that "S.H.I.E.L.D. is taking full advantage of its medium in order to tell the story the upcoming Captain America film can't: A full and fraught exploration of the need to protect freedom and privacy, even for those with extraordinary abilities." Fitzpatrick added that this "topical bent...made for a great angle to build up that world mentality without feeling particularly subservient to the movies."[235][236]

Ahead of the fourth season, Collider.com's Kayti Burt opined that Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. is "the X-Men TV show you should be watching". Burt noted that the X-Men film franchise was expanding to television with the series Legion[image: External link], but that S.H.I.E.L.D. already served that purpose well, highlighting the similarities between the X-Men and the Inhumans, both creations of Stan Lee and Jack Kirby during the 1960s consisting of a large group of super-powered people who "are our neighbors and our friends ... both heroes and villains", and face "the same fears and prejudices" from the wider community. Burt felt that the similarities between S.H.I.E.L.D.'s Inhumans and the X-Men became "particularly pointed" in the third season with the Hive storyline, which had a lot in common with the film X-Men: Apocalypse that was released around the same time; Burt was of the opinion that S.H.I.E.L.D. executed the storyline "much better" than the film did. Other similarities Burt discussed were the series diverse and ensemble cast, its take on the mutant cure storyline[image: External link], the parallels between Daisy Johnson's second season arc and the introduction of Rogue[image: External link] in the first X-Men[image: External link] film, and its social and political commentary. With the latter, Burt also discussed the similarities between the Watchdogs and Donald Trump, calling it "not very subtle, but social commentary doesn't have to be. I appreciate that Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. is attempting to comment on the current socio-political state of the country in a way that many of the other superhero TV shows don't even attempt to do. It's perhaps the show's most X-Men-like quality." Concluding, Burt said that though the X-Men characters cannot appear in the MCU due to 20th Century Fox holding the rights, "we still get to enjoy many of the themes prominent in the X-Men universe through S.H.I.E.L.D."[237]

Additionally, Marc N. Kleinheinz at Screen Rant discussed how the series "continues to resist a status quo", from the destruction and rebuilding of S.H.I.E.L.D., to the fallout from the Sokovia Accords. He noted that a major driving force behind the changes was the MCU films, with the series being forced "to constantly adapt to a changing narrative landscape that it has absolutely no control over." He also believed that the series was obligated to adapt various Marvel characters to screen which wouldn't be appearing in films, such as Daisy Johnson, Mockingbird, and Ghost Rider. However, Kleinheinz felt that this mindset also came from within the series crew rather than just from Marvel, saying, "there's also the storytelling modus operandi that showrunners Jed Whedon and Maurissa Tancharoen have very obviously demonstrated during their four-year tenure. It seems that constantly staking out new ground from season to season is just as much a personal predilection as it is, possibly, a corporate mandate."[238]

During the Agents of Hydra pod in the fourth season, Collider.com's Evan Valentine noted how "[o]ne of the prevalent themes of this latter half of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s fourth season has been its jabs at the current Trump administration[image: External link]... When all’s said and done, whether you support or disavow the current administration and what it’s done with its time in office, does this commentary work here? Sure it does... We need to be able to laugh at what’s going on in the world, regardless of whether we agree or disagree, but S.H.I.E.L.D. has managed to throw in some biting commentary this season."[239]
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 Accolades




The Atlantic[image: External link] named "4,722 Hours[image: External link]" one of the best television episodes of 2015.[240]



	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	Critics' Choice Television Awards[image: External link]
	Most Exciting New Series[image: External link]
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Won
	[241]



	Television Critics Association[image: External link]
	Most Promising New Fall Series
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Won
	[242]



	2014
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Actress in a New TV Series
	Ming-Na Wen[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[243]



	Favorite New TV Drama
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated



	Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Visual Effects in a Broadcast Program
	" Pilot[image: External link]"
	Nominated
	[244]



	Golden Reel Awards[image: External link]
	Best Sound Editing – Short Form: Music
	" Pilot[image: External link]"
	Nominated
	[245]



	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best Television Series or Miniseries[image: External link]
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[246]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Network Television Series Release[image: External link]
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[247]



	Online Film & Television Association Awards
	Best Sound in a Series
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[248]



	Best Visual Effects in a Series
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Male Breakout Star
	Brett Dalton[image: External link]
	Won
	[249]



	Primetime Creative Arts Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Special and Visual Effects[image: External link]
	" T.A.H.I.T.I.[image: External link]"
	Nominated
	[250]



	2015
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Network Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Show
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[251]



	Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Visual Effects in a Broadcast Program
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[252]



	TVLine's Performer of the Week
	Performance in " Melinda[image: External link]"
	Ming-Na Wen[image: External link]
	Won
	[253]



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Family TV Show
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[254]



	Favorite TV Actress
	Chloe Bennet
	Nominated



	Saturn Award[image: External link]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series[image: External link]
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[255]



	PRISM Awards
	Television Drama Multi-Episode Storyline – Mental Health
	Fitz's storyline from " Shadows[image: External link]" to "The Things We Bury[image: External link]"
	Nominated
	[256]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Fantasy/Sci-Fi Series[image: External link]
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[257]



	Primetime Creative Arts Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Special and Visual Effects[image: External link]
	"The Dirty Half Dozen[image: External link]"
	Nominated
	[258]



	Online Film & Television Association Awards
	Best Visual Effects in a Series
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[259]



	TVLine's Performer of the Week
	Performance in "Laws of Nature[image: External link]"
	Iain De Caestecker
	Won
	[260]



	Performance in "4,722 Hours[image: External link]"
	Elizabeth Henstridge
	Won
	[261]



	2016
	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Family TV Show
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[262]



	Favorite TV Actress – Family Show
	Chloe Bennet
	Nominated



	Ming-Na Wen[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Irish Film & Television Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress in a Supporting Role in Drama Television
	Ruth Negga[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[263]



	TVLine's Performer of the Week
	Performance in "Parting Shot[image: External link]"
	Adrianne Palicki
	Nominated
	[264]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Series
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[265]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Villain
	Brett Dalton[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[266]



	California on Location Awards
	Location Manager of the Year – One Hour Television
	Justin Hill
	Won
	[267]



	2017
	TVLine's Performer of the Week
	Performance in "Broken Promises[image: External link]"
	Henry Simmons and Natalia Cordova-Buckley
	Nominated
	[268]



	Performance in "Hot Potato Soup[image: External link]"
	Patton Oswalt[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[269]



	Golden Reel Awards[image: External link]
	TV – Short Form – Dialogue/ADR[image: External link]
	"Deals with Our Devils[image: External link]"
	Nominated
	[270]



	TVLine's Performer of the Week
	Performance in "Self Control[image: External link]"
	Elizabeth Henstridge and Iain De Caestecker
	Nominated
	[271]



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Family TV Show
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Nominated
	[272]



	TVLine's Performer of the Week
	Performance in "The Return[image: External link]"
	Mallory Jansen[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[273]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Pending
	[274]
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 Spin-offs
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 Marvel's Most Wanted




Main article: Most Wanted (TV pilot)


By April 2015, Marvel was developing a spin-off series of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. The series, which was being developed by Bell and writer Paul Zbyszewski, would be based on storylines occurring at the end of the second season of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., and would receive its own pilot rather than a backdoor pilot[image: External link].[275] Though Palicki and Blood were reportedly in final discussions to headline the potential new series,[276] ABC passed on the project by May 7, 2015, when they announced their series renewals and cancellations, and new series pickups.[277]

In August 2015, the spin-off series received new life as a reworked series, titled Marvel's Most Wanted, with a pilot order.[278] Bell and Zbyszewski once again developed the series, while also serving as co-writers of the pilot, executive producers, and showrunners, with Jeph Loeb also attached as executive producer.[279] The series would still focus on Morse and Hunter, with Palicki and Blood both attached, and was described as "a new take focusing on the same duo and their continuing adventures."[278]

Bell and Zbyszewski worked together on the characters' storyline for the third season of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., preparing them to move over to the spin-off,[280] with Bell explaining that it would set up Most Wanted by defining exactly who the characters are, such as Hunter and his lack of loyalty to S.H.I.E.L.D. and to ideologies—"nothing specific about the show, it's just who Hunter is."[281] In March 2016, Bell stated that while Hunter and Morse are "on S.H.I.E.L.D., we want to take advantage of who they are, and give the audience as much of their relationship with one another, and with other people, as possible. We are aware that there is a potential imminent end, and so they won't be neglected."[282]

Hunter and Morse are written off the series in the episode "Parting Shot", both leaving S.H.I.E.L.D., as Palicki and Blood "physically had to go leave to shoot the pilot....they had to stop being on S.H.I.E.L.D. and get ready for the pilot and then shoot the pilot and all of that, so it didn't make sense for us to have all these episodes with them and then not have them in two or three episodes, and then go, 'Oh, we were just over here,' and then come back and go away again." On whether they could return to the series at some point, Bell said, "I can't answer that, but I can say it would be kind of cheating to make Mack cry like that [in the episode] only to buy it back—not that we haven't brought characters back from the dead. We want to earn stuff."[96] In May 2016, the spin-off series was passed on by ABC once again.[283]
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 Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot




Main article: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot


A six-part web series, Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot, was revealed on December 6, 2016, to debut on ABC.com on December 13, 2016. It follows Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez on a secret mission, shortly before the start of season four, with Natalia Cordova-Buckley reprising her role.[201] Gregg, Jason O'Mara, Simmons, Bennet, Wen, De Caestecker and Henstridge all reprise their roles in the series as Coulson, Jeffrey Mace, Mack, Johnson, May, Fitz and Simmons, respectively.[284]
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 Other media




At the 2014 San Diego Comic Con International[image: External link], Marvel Comics announced an ongoing series titled S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link], to be set in the mainstream Marvel Universe and written by Mark Waid[image: External link], beginning December 2014. Featuring art by a rotating group of artists including Carlos Pacheco[image: External link], Alan Davis[image: External link], and Chris Sprouse[image: External link], the series is led by Agent Phil Coulson, and sees the canonical introduction of the characters Melinda May, Jemma Simmons, and Leo Fitz—who originated from the television series—to the Marvel comics universe, who Waid noted would be given "the Marvel Universe spin." Waid described the series as "done-in-one. Coulson and his team have a mission, and if we need someone for a mission, everyone in the Marvel Universe is available as a potential Agent."[285][286][287] Waid added that though the comic does not share events with the television series, it will maintain the characters' relationships and personalities.[288] Marc Guggenheim[image: External link] relaunched the comic as Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] for Marvel Comics' All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link] line,[289] and introduced the television series' character Grant Ward to the Marvel comic universe in May 2016.[290]

In September 2015, it was announced that Phil Coulson, Daisy Johnson / Quake, Deathlok, Melinda May, Bobbi Morse, Lincoln Campbell, Sif, Raina and Gordon would appear in the Marvel: Future Fight mobile role-playing video game[image: External link]. Their inclusion in the game was done to promote the start of the third season, as well as to allow Marvel to "extend storylines and build on backstories to engage fans in a brand-new experience," according to Marvel Games creative director Bill Rosemann.[291] In March 2016, de Caestecker and Henstridge reprised their roles as Fitz and Simmons, respectively, in the episode " Lizards[image: External link]", of the animated series Ultimate Spider-Man vs the Sinister 6[image: External link].[292] Also in the month, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. downloadable content was revealed for Lego Marvel's Avengers.[293] The content consisted of a mission based "on the events leading up to the season two finale", which involved facing Jiaying and Daisy in Afterlife while rescuing agents,[294] as well as going up against Gordon and Cal Johnson who have occupied the S.H.I.E.L.D. Helicarrier[image: External link].[293][294] The content includes the playable characters Daisy Johnson, Leo Fitz, Agent Koenig, Melinda May, Bobbi Morse, Jemma Simmons, Cal Johnson / Mr. Hyde, Deathlok, Gordon, Grant Ward, Jiaying, Lincoln, and Raina, as well as the airplane 'The Bus'.[293] Ming-Na Wen reprised her role as Melinda May to provide new dialogue for the content.[294]
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