
   [image: Cover: This Day in Irish History: From the social media sensation by Padraic Coffey]


   
      
         3

         
            
               [image: ]

            

         

      

   


   
      
         5

         
            To my mother and father,

Anne and Martin Coffey

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Acknowledgements

         

         I would like to thank my agent Paul Feldstein of the Feldstein Agency for helping me to find the right publisher for This Day in Irish History, and all at The O’Brien Press, including Ivan O’Brien, the managing director; Nicola Reddy, the project manager for this book; designer Emma Byrne; Brendan O’Brien, who was the editor; Ruth Heneghan and Triona Marshall of the publicity and marketing team; and Michael O’Brien, founder of The O’Brien Press. I would also like to thank Joe Duffy for his very generous foreword to the book. Thank you to all who have engaged with my social media account since 2018. Finally, I would like to thank my wife Nicola for her love and support during the writing of this book.

      

   


   
      
         
            Contents

         

         
            
               
	Title Page

                  	Dedication

                  	Acknowledgements 

                  	Foreword by Joe Duffy 

                  	This Day in Irish History 

                  	1 January 1892: Annie Moore passes through Ellis Island

                  	2 January 1904: Arthur Griffith publishes ‘The Resurrection of Hungary’

                  	3 January 1602: The Battle of Kinsale

                  	4 January 1909: The Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union is founded

                  	5 January 1871: The Franco-Irish Ambulance Brigade is released from duty

                  	6 January 1839: The Night of the Big Wind

                  	7 January 1922: Dáil Éireann ratifies the Anglo-Irish Treaty

                  	8 January 1979: The Whiddy Island disaster

                  	9 January 1980: Charles Haughey: ‘living away beyond our means’

                  	10 January 1877: Eliza Walker Dunbar becomes first woman doctor

                  	11 January 1970: Sinn Féin splits over abstentionism

                  	12 January 1870: Pope Pius condemns Fenianism

                  	13 January 1847: Queen Victoria appeals for famine relief

                  	14 January 1965: Seán Lemass and Terence O’Neill meet

                  	15 January 1947: Electricity is introduced to rural Ireland

                  	16 January 1922: Dublin Castle is handed over to Michael Collins

                  	17 January 1992: Peter Brooke sings ‘Oh My Darling, Clementine’

                  	18 January 1978: Judgement is reached in ‘Ireland v. the United Kingdom’

                  	19 January 1947: The Big Freeze begins

                  	20 January 1961: John F. Kennedy is inaugurated

                  	21 January 1919: The first sitting of Dáil Éireann

                  	22 January 1972: Ireland signs Treaty of Accession to the European Communities

                  	23 January 1834: St Vincent’s is founded: first hospital staffed by women

                  	24 January 1824: Daniel O’Connell introduces Catholic Rent

                  	25 January 1917: Sinking of the Laurentic

                  	26 January 1942: First American troops arrive in Belfast

                  	27 January 1982: Dáil is dissolved over VAT on children’s shoes

                  	28 January 1842: Address from the People of Ireland is read in Boston

                  	29 January 1967: Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association is formed

                  	30 January 1972: Bloody Sunday (Derry)

                  	31 January 1984: Death of Ann Lovett

                  	1 February 1815: Daniel O’Connell duels with John Norcott D’Esterre

                  	2 February 1880: Parnell addresses House of Representatives

                  	3 February 1919: Éamon de Valera escapes from Lincoln Prison

                  	4 February 1880: The ‘Black’ Donnellys are murdered

                  	5 February 1917: George Plunkett is elected abstentionist MP

                  	6 February 1800: Irish parliament approves the Act of Union

                  	7 February 1991: Provisional IRA attempts to assassinate John Major

                  	8 February 1983: Shergar is kidnapped

                  	9 February 1846: Robert Mallet presents paper on earthquakes

                  	10 February 1932: Army Comrades Association is formed

                  	11 February 1926: W. B. Yeats: ‘You have disgraced yourselves again’

                  	12 February 1997: Last killing of a British soldier in the Troubles

                  	13 February 1966: ‘Bishop and nightie’ incident on The Late Late Show

                  	14 February 1981: Stardust fire

                  	15 February 1995: Lansdowne Road football riot

                  	16 February 1932: Fianna Fáil becomes largest party in Irish state

                  	17 February 1980: Derrynaflan Chalice is found

                  	18 February 1366: The Statutes of Kilkenny

                  	19 February 1901: Irish is spoken in the House of Commons

                  	20 February 1985: Desmond O’Malley abstains on Family Planning bill

                  	21 February 1941: First flight over the Donegal Corridor

                  	22 February 1832: First interment in Glasnevin Cemetery

                  	23 February 1943: Fire in St Joseph’s Orphanage

                  	24 February 2007: ‘God Save the Queen’ is sung in Croke Park

                  	25 February 1915: Execution of the Iron 12

                  	26 February 1962: IRA border campaign ends

                  	27 February 1983: Eamonn Coghlan sets world record for indoor mile

                  	28 February 1979: Charles Haughey: ‘An Irish solution to an Irish problem’

                  	29 February 1924: Last killing of a Dublin Metropolitan Police officer

                  	1 March 1981: Bobby Sands begins hunger strike

                  	2 March 1978: U2 make television debut

                  	3 March 1831: First clash of Tithe War

                  	4 March 1804: Castle Hill rebellion

                  	5 March 1867: Fenian Rising

                  	6 March 1988: Gibraltar killings

                  	7 March 1964: Arkle wins Cheltenham

                  	8 March 1973: Northern Ireland border poll

                  	9 March 1942: Tom McGrath escapes German POW camp

                  	10 March 2009: Martin McGuinness deems dissident republicans ‘traitors’

                  	11 March 1597: Explosion destroys Dublin quays

                  	12 March 1974: Senator Billy Fox is shot dead

                  	13 March 1846: Ballinlass evictions

                  	14 March 1984: Assassination attempt on Gerry Adams

                  	15 March 1745: First maternity hospital in the British Empire is founded

                  	16 March 1988: Milltown Cemetery attack

                  	17 March 1943: Éamon de Valera’s ‘happy maidens’ St Patrick’s Day address

                  	18 March 1977: Disappearance of Mary Boyle

                  	19 March 1642: Adventurers’ Act is passed

                  	20 March 1914: The Curragh incident

                  	21 March 1879: First successful test of Brennan torpedo

                  	22 March 1895: Discovery of Bridget Cleary’s body

                  	23 March 1847: Choctaw Nation raises money for famine relief

                  	24 March 1968: Tuskar Rock air disaster

                  	25 March 1920: Black and Tans arrive in Ireland

                  	26 March 1990: My Left Foot wins two Oscars

                  	27 March 1650: Kilkenny surrenders to Cromwell

                  	28 March 1646: The first Ormond Peace

                  	29 March 2004: Smoking ban is introduced

                  	30 March 1849: The Doolough Tragedy

                  	31 March 1912: Home Rule monster meeting in Dublin

                  	1 April 1234: The Battle of the Curragh

                  	2 April 1993: Annie Murphy is interviewed on The Late Late Show

                  	3 April 1970: First killing of a Garda in the Troubles

                  	4 April 2007: Ian Paisley shakes hands with Bertie Ahern

                  	5 April 1895: Oscar Wilde is arrested

                  	6 April 2005: Gerry Adams tells IRA: ‘Now there is an alternative’

                  	7 April 1776: John Barry leads capture of HMS Edward

                  	8 April 1886: Gladstone introduces First Home Rule Bill

                  	9 April 1912: Balmoral anti-Home Rule demonstration

                  	10 April 1998: The Good Friday Agreement is signed

                  	11 April 1951: Dr Noël Browne resigns over Mother and Child Scheme

                  	12 April 1928: First transatlantic flight from east to west

                  	13 April 1742: Handel’s Messiah makes world debut in Dublin

                  	14 April 1848: Irish tricolour is unveiled for the first time

                  	15 April 1941: The Belfast Blitz

                  	16 April 1782: Henry Grattan: ‘Ireland is now a nation’

                  	17 April 1876: The Catalpa rescue

                  	18 April 1949: Republic of Ireland is declared

                  	19 April 1916: ‘Castle Document’ is read at Dublin Corporation meeting

                  	20 April 1954: Last execution in the Irish state

                  	21 April 1916: Roger Casement is arrested

                  	22 April 1969: Bernadette Devlin gives maiden speech

                  	23 April 1014: The Battle of Clontarf

                  	24 April 1916: Easter Rising begins

                  	25 April 1938: Anglo-Irish Trade Agreement is signed

                  	26 April 1916: Killing of Francis Sheehy-Skeffington

                  	27 April 1916: Hulluch gas attacks

                  	28 April 1916: The Battle of Ashbourne

                  	29 April 1916: Easter Rising ends

                  	30 April 1994: Riverdance debuts at Eurovision

                  	1 May 1169: Norman invasion of Wexford

                  	2 May 1945: De Valera offers condolences to German minister

                  	3 May 1921: Partition of Ireland

                  	4 May 1925: Oonah Keogh becomes world’s first woman stockbroker

                  	5 May 1981: Death of Bobby Sands

                  	6 May 1882: Phoenix Park murders

                  	7 May 1915: Sinking of the Lusitania

                  	8 May 2007: Ian Paisley and Martin McGuinness are sworn in

                  	9 May 1671: Thomas Blood steals the Crown Jewels of England

                  	10 May 1318: The Battle of Dysert O’Dea

                  	11 May 1745: The Battle of Fontenoy

                  	12 May 1957: The Rose Tattoo scandal

                  	13 May 1937: Statue of George II is blown up

                  	14 May 1974: Ulster Workers’ Council strike announced

                  	15 May 2007: Bertie Ahern addresses British parliament

                  	16 May 1945: De Valera responds to Winston Churchill

                  	17 May 1974: Dublin and Monaghan bombings

                  	18 May 2011: Queen Elizabeth speaks in Dublin Castle

                  	19 May 1998: John Hume and David Trimble share stage with Bono

                  	20 May 2009: Ryan Report is published

                  	21 May 1932: Amelia Earhart lands in Co. Derry

                  	22 May 2015: Same-sex marriage referendum

                  	23 May 2002: The Saipan incident

                  	24 May 1923: The Civil War ends

                  	25 May 2018: Referendum on repeal of the Eighth Amendment

                  	26 May 1315: Edward Bruce arrives in Ireland

                  	27 May 1936: First Aer Lingus flight

                  	28 May 1970: Charles Haughey and Neil Blaney are arrested

                  	29 May 1972: Official IRA ceasefire

                  	30 May 1986: Knock Airport is opened

                  	31 May 1941: The North Strand bombing

                  	1 June 1997: Tony Blair issues statement on the Famine

                  	2 June 1866: The Battle of Ridgeway

                  	3 June 1844: Hypodermic needle is used for first time

                  	4 June 1984: Ronald Reagan addresses the Oireachtas

                  	5 June 1798: The Battle of New Ross

                  	6 June 1944: Redmond Cunningham earns Military Cross on D-Day

                  	7 June 1996: Detective Garda Jerry McCabe is shot dead

                  	8 June 1917: Butte mining disaster

                  	9 June 597: Death of St Colmcille

                  	10 June 1904: James Joyce meets Nora Barnacle

                  	11 June 1925: W. B. Yeats: ‘We are no petty people’

                  	12 June 1988: Ireland beat England in Stuttgart

                  	13 June 1912: Members of Irish Women’s Franchise League are arrested

                  	14 June 1690: William of Orange lands at Carrickfergus

                  	15 June 1919: Alcock and Brown land in Galway

                  	16 June 1954: The first Bloomsday

                  	17 June 1959: Irish voters reject first-past-the-post

                  	18 June 1264: Earliest recorded meeting of an Irish parliament

                  	19 June 1920: The Listowel Mutiny

                  	20 June 1631: The Sack of Baltimore

                  	21 June 1877: Molly Maguires are executed

                  	22 June 1921: George V opens Northern Ireland parliament

                  	23 June 1985: Air India Flight 182 bombing

                  	24 June 1993: Homosexuality is decriminalised

                  	25 June 1938: Douglas Hyde becomes first President of Ireland

                  	26 June 1996: Veronica Guerin is shot dead

                  	27 June 1963: John F. Kennedy visits Dunganstown, Co. Wexford

                  	28 June 1922: The Civil War begins

                  	29 June 1948: Mike Flanagan steals tanks for Haganah

                  	30 June 1922: Public Record Office is destroyed

                  	1 July 1690: The Battle of the Boyne

                  	2 July 1990: Nelson Mandela addresses Dáil Éireann

                  	3 July 1863: The 69th Pennsylvania repels Pickett’s charge

                  	4 July 1957: De Valera condemns Fethard boycott

                  	5 July 1828: Daniel O’Connell is elected in Clare

                  	6 July 1907: Theft of the Irish Crown Jewels

                  	7 July 1903: Mother Jones leads the March of the Mill Children

                  	8 July 1985: Ryanair begins operations

                  	9 July 1921: Truce in War of Independence

                  	10 July 1927: Kevin O’Higgins is shot dead

                  	11 July 1792: Meeting of the Harpers in Belfast

                  	12 July 1691: The Battle of Aughrim

                  	13 July 1985: Live Aid

                  	14 July 1789: James F. X. Whyte is ‘liberated’ from the Bastille

                  	15 July 1942: ‘Paddy’ Finucane is shot down over the English Channel

                  	16 July 1936: Assassination attempt on Edward VIII

                  	17 July 1904: Camogie is first played in public

                  	18 July 1912: Suffragettes protest Asquith’s Dublin visit

                  	19 July 1997: Provisional IRA ceasefire

                  	20 July 1974: Women ‘invade’ Forty Foot

                  	21 July 1976: Assassination of Christopher Ewart-Biggs

                  	22 July 1822: ‘Martin’s Law’ is introduced by Galway MP

                  	23 July 1803: Robert Emmet’s rebellion

                  	24 July 1907: Police strike in Belfast

                  	25 July 1917: First meeting of the Irish Convention

                  	26 July 1914: Bachelors Walk killings

                  	27 July 1866: First successful transatlantic telegraph cable

                  	28 July 2005: Provisional IRA announces end of campaign

                  	29 July 1848: Young Ireland rebellion

                  	30 July 1928: Pat O’Callaghan wins gold for Ireland at the Olympics

                  	31 July 1893: The Gaelic League is founded

                  	1 August 1915: Graveside oration for O’Donovan Rossa

                  	2 August 1924: First modern Tailteann Games

                  	3 August 1955: Premiere of Waiting for Godot

                  	4 August 1918: Gaelic Sunday

                  	5 August 1901: Peter O’Connor sets world record for long jump

                  	6 August 1998: Michelle Smith de Bruin receives swimming ban

                  	7 August 1986: Peter Robinson is arrested in Clontibret

                  	8 August 1914: Arthur Griffith opposes Irish involvement in First World War

                  	9 August 1971: Internment is introduced in Northern Ireland

                  	10 August 1976: Death of the Maguire children

                  	11 August 1927: Éamon de Valera signs the oath of allegiance

                  	12 August 1969: The Battle of the Bogside

                  	13 August 1969: Jack Lynch reacts to riots in Derry

                  	14 August 1903: Wyndham Land Act is passed

                  	15 August 1998: The Omagh bombing

                  	16 August 1982: Patrick Connolly resigns (‘GUBU’)

                  	17 August 1882: The Maamtrasna murders

                  	18 August 1994: Martin Cahill is shot dead

                  	19 August 1504: The Battle of Knockdoe

                  	20 August 1775: Tucson, Arizona is founded by Hugh O’Conor

                  	21 August 1879: Apparition in Knock

                  	22 August 1922: Michael Collins is shot dead

                  	23 August 1170: Strongbow lands in Waterford

                  	24 August 1990: Brian Keenan is released

                  	25 August 1803: Robert Emmet is arrested

                  	26 August 1913: Dublin Lockout begins

                  	27 August 1979: Killing of Lord Mountbatten

                  	28 August 1676: Irish donation to Massachusetts

                  	29 August 1975: Death of Éamon de Valera

                  	30 August 1977: Jimmy Carter makes statement on Northern Ireland

                  	31 August 1910: Lilian Bland pilots her own plane

                  	1 September 1870: Inaugural meeting of Home Government Organisation

                  	2 September 1939: The Emergency is declared

                  	3 September 1939: Sinking of the SS Athenia

                  	4 September 1828: Annaghdown boating tragedy

                  	5 September 1926: Dromcollogher fire

                  	6 September 1593: Grace O’Malley meets Elizabeth I

                  	7 September 1948: Repeal of External Relations Act is announced

                  	8 September 1798: The Battle of Ballinamuck

                  	9 September 1982: Killing of Declan Flynn

                  	10 September 1966: Donogh O’Malley announces free secondary education

                  	11 September 1649: Siege of Drogheda ends

                  	12 September 1969: Cameron Report is published

                  	13 September 1961: The Siege of Jadotville

                  	14 September 1607: The Flight of the Earls

                  	15 September 1916: Walter Gordon Wilson’s tanks are first used

                  	16 September 1937: Kirkintilloch disaster

                  	17 September 1948: W. B. Yeats is reinterred in Sligo

                  	18 September 1914: Government of Ireland Act is signed into law

                  	19 September 1880: Parnell introduces ‘boycotting’

                  	20 September 1920: The Sack of Balbriggan

                  	21 September 1949: Ireland defeat England on English soil

                  	22 September 1970: Beginning of the Arms Trial

                  	23 September 1911: Edward Carson first addresses Belfast supporters

                  	24 September 1914: Irish Volunteers split

                  	25 September 1917: Thomas Ashe dies on hunger strike

                  	26 September 1791: The Queen convict ship arrives in Sydney

                  	27 September 1913: SS Hare relieves Dublin strikers

                  	28 September 1912: The Ulster Covenant is signed

                  	29 September 1979: Pope John Paul II visits Ireland

                  	30 September 1994: Boris Yeltsin incident at Shannon

                  	1 October 1843: O’Connell’s last ‘monster meeting’, Mullaghmast

                  	2 October 1996: Death of Brigid McCole

                  	3 October 1992: Sinéad O’Connor tears up a photo of the Pope

                  	4 October 1940: First Brian O’Nolan column in the Irish Times

                  	5 October 1968: Duke Street march in Derry

                  	6 October 1175: Treaty of Windsor is signed

                  	7 October 1843: Daniel O’Connell cancels rally in Clontarf

                  	8 October 1871: Catherine O’Leary is blamed for Great Chicago Fire

                  	9 October 1979: Josie Airey wins free legal aid case

                  	10 October 1918: Sinking of RMS Leinster

                  	11 October 1988: Ian Paisley interrupts Pope John Paul II

                  	12 October 1975: Oliver Plunkett is declared a saint

                  	13 October 1792: James Hoban oversees White House construction

                  	14 October 1906: Laurence Ginnell launches Ranch War

                  	15 October 1842: First issue of The Nation is published

                  	16 October 1843: William Rowan Hamilton discovers quaternions

                  	17 October 1907: Wireless message is sent from Clifden to Nova Scotia

                  	18 October 1791: Inaugural meeting of United Irishmen

                  	19 October 1989: Guildford Four are released

                  	20 October 1881: Land League is proscribed

                  	21 October 1975: Siege to rescue Tiede Herrema begins

                  	22 October 1884: Nine Graces are awarded degrees

                  	23 October 1986: Disappearance of Philip Cairns

                  	24 October 1641: Phelim O’Neill issues Proclamation of Dungannon

                  	25 October 1996: Last Magdalene Laundry closes

                  	26 October 1988: Case of Norris v. Ireland is decided

                  	27 October 1904: New York City Subway opens

                  	28 October 1927: The Cleggan Bay disaster

                  	29 October 1816: Burning of Wildgoose Lodge

                  	30 October 1997: Mary McAleese is elected President

                  	31 October 1981: The ‘Armalite and ballot box’ strategy

                  	1 November 1884: Gaelic Athletic Association is founded

                  	2 November 1847: Killing of Denis Mahon

                  	3 November 1324: Petronilla de Meath is burned at the stake

                  	4 November 1908: Irish Women’s Franchise League is formed

                  	5 November 1913: William Mulholland turns on Los Angeles Aqueduct

                  	6 November 1887: Celtic football club is founded

                  	7 November 1990: Mary Robinson becomes first female President of Ireland

                  	8 November 1960: Niemba ambush

                  	9 November 1888: Last Jack the Ripper victim is killed

                  	10 November 1798: Wolfe Tone’s speech from the dock

                  	11 November 1919: First Armistice Day in Ireland

                  	12 November 1216: Magna Carta Hiberniae

                  	13 November 1887: Bloody Sunday (London)

                  	14 November 1926: IRA raids Garda stations

                  	15 November 1985: Anglo-Irish Agreement is signed

                  	16 November 1688: Ann Glover is hanged in Boston

                  	17 November 1890: Parnell is named in O’Shea divorce case

                  	18 November 1916: The Battle of the Somme ends

                  	19 November 1984: Margaret Thatcher dismisses New Ireland Forum findings

                  	20 November 1807: Sinking of Rochdale and Prince of Wales

                  	21 November 1920: Bloody Sunday (Dublin)

                  	22 November 1963: Assassination of John F. Kennedy

                  	23 November 1867: Manchester Martyrs are hanged

                  	24 November 1995: Divorce referendum

                  	25 November 1892: ‘The Necessity for De-Anglicising Ireland’

                  	26 November 1998: Tony Blair addresses the Oireachtas

                  	27 November 1985: Anglo-Irish Agreement is passed in House of Commons

                  	28 November 1920: Kilmichael Ambush

                  	29 November 1996: Michael Lowry revelations

                  	30 November 1909: ‘People’s budget’ sparks Constitutional crisis

                  	1 December 1494: Poynings’ parliament is summoned

                  	2 December 1999: Articles 2 and 3 are changed

                  	3 December 1925: Boundary Commission agreement

                  	4 December 1971: McGurk’s Bar bombing

                  	5 December 1640: John Atherton is hanged

                  	6 December 1922: Irish Free State is established

                  	7 December 1995: Seamus Heaney accepts the Nobel Prize

                  	8 December 1980: First Anglo-Irish summit in Dublin Castle

                  	9 December 1973: Sunningdale Agreement is signed

                  	10 December 1998: John Hume and David Trimble receive Nobel Peace Prize

                  	11 December 1920: The Burning of Cork

                  	12 December 1936: External Relations Act is signed into law

                  	13 December 1999: First meeting of North/South Ministerial Council

                  	14 December 1918: Sinn Féin wins a majority of Irish seats

                  	15 December 1993: Downing Street Declaration is issued

                  	16 December 1983: Rescue of Don Tidey

                  	17 December 1834: First dedicated commuter railway line opens

                  	18 December 1834: Rathcormac massacre

                  	19 December 1973: Contraceptive laws are ruled unconstitutional

                  	20 December 1909: James Joyce opens Ireland’s first cinema

                  	21 December 1967: Solar alignment is observed at Newgrange

                  	22 December 1691: The Flight of the Wild Geese

                  	23 December 1920: Government of Ireland Act is given royal assent

                  	24 December 1895: Kingstown lifeboat disaster

                  	25 December 1351: William Buí O’Kelly hosts Christmas feast

                  	26 December 1883: Harbour Grace Affray

                  	27 December 1904: Abbey Theatre opens

                  	28 December 1969: IRA splits into Official and Provisional factions

                  	29 December 1937: Constitution of Ireland comes into force

                  	30 December 999: The Battle of Glenn Máma

                  	31 December 1759: Brewery is leased to Arthur Guinness

                  	Bibliography 

                  	Chronology  

                  	About the Author  

                  	Copyright 

               



         

      

   


   
      17
         
            Foreword

            by Joe Duffy

         

         This is a monumental book. It is not only a collection of entries for the 366 days of the year (yes, Padraic with his attention to detail includes 29 February!) but also a fascinating social, political and economic history of Ireland and beyond.

         Where else could you read in detail about John Fitzgerald Kennedy, Veronica Guerin, Sinéad O’Connor, Brigid McCole, Charlie Haughey, Ronald Reagan and Michelle Smith de Bruin in a single volume?

         Places echo through these pages: the Statutes of Kilkenny, Glasnevin Cemetery, the Phoenix Park and Maamtrasna murders, Ellis Island and the Bachelors Walk killings are all to be found. I can think of no other book where Handel’s Messiah, James Joyce’s Ulysses, Shergar, U2, Riverdance and Seamus Heaney are written about in such engaging and accurate detail.

         Battles – of Glenn Máma, Clontarf, the Curragh, Dysert O’Dea, Knockdoe, Kinsale, the Boyne, Aughrim, New Ross, Ballinamuck, Ashbourne and the Bogside – are retold in terms of their historical context and human cost. Given our tortured history, it’s no surprise that Bloody Sundays (London, Dublin and Derry), the IRA murder of Detective Garda Jerry McCabe, the Dublin, Monaghan and Omagh bombings, the Gibraltar killings and the false imprisonment of the Guildford Four feature among other horrific events etched into our memories.

         It is a mark of the importance of each entry that when writing about the IRA murder of Lord Mountbatten, Padraic Coffey – unlike some politicians and writers – gives equal prominence to the three other people murdered in the attack: Doreen Bradbourne and two children, Nicholas Knatchbull and Paul Maxwell. He also notes that the man convicted of the murders, Thomas McMahon, was released early under the Good Friday Agreement and went on to work on Martin McGuinness’ failed presidential campaign.

         We are reminded of avoidable tragedies, from Doolough to the Kingstown lifeboat disaster and fatal fires in Dromcollogher, St Joseph’s Orphanage in Cavan, Whiddy Island and the Stardust nightclub in Dublin. Often forgotten events that impacted our lives are of course included: an axe attack by suffragettes on the British Prime 18Minister on Dublin’s O’Connell Bridge, the first Bloomsday, the Fethard boycott, the ‘Bishop and the Nightie’ affair on Gay Byrne’s Late Late Show, Josie Airey’s successful campaign for free legal aid, women invading the Forty Foot. The smoking ban, the Ryan Report on child abuse in institutions run by the Catholic Church and the same-sex marriage referendum are brought vividly to life.

         Names that mean so much to us simply by their mention – St Colmcille, Roger Casement, Bernadette Devlin, the Maguire children, Mary Boyle, Philip Cairns, Ann Lovett, Bobby Sands and many more – are given due respect and importance. The opening of the Guinness brewery, the first transatlantic telegraph cable, rural electrification, Myles na gCopaleen’s first newspaper column, the Arkle story, the 1979 papal visit, the Derrynaflan Chalice find and Ireland’s first Oscar winners feature in their glorious Technicolor and eccentricity.

         Of course, the urge will be for you to go immediately to your birthday. Once you do, you’ll be hooked, because one of the joys of this book is that you can read it any way you choose: forwards, backwards or lucky dip! Whichever way you read it, you will find it unputdownable, educational, thoroughly enjoyable and historically accurate.

         And I can fairly say it will appeal to all ages and interests: even to those who sometimes find books daunting! With an extensive bibliography and a chronology of events giving even more ballast, I guarantee that not only will you learn something new about our history and our lives, but you will be encouraged to read even more.

         This Day in Irish History is a magisterial work of research, brilliantly written and beautifully presented.

         
             

         

         Joe Duffy, broadcaster and author
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            This Day in Irish History

         

         1 January 1892: Annie Moore passes through Ellis Island

         1 January 1892

         Annie Moore passes through Ellis Island

         When Annie Moore stepped off the SS Nevada on 1 January 1892, little could she have known that she would be recorded as the first immigrant ever to pass through Ellis Island. Annie had departed from Cobh (known as Queenstown at the time), Co. Cork, with her brothers Anthony and Philip, aged 12 and 15 respectively. She was the eldest, at 17, and all three were travelling 3,000 miles to meet their parents, who had emigrated four years earlier and landed at the first US immigration station, Castle Garden.

         Annie was the first of 12 million immigrants to pass through Ellis Island between 1892 and 1954, whose descendants comprise an estimated third of the people living in the United States. When she first saw the Statue of Liberty it had been in New York Harbour less than six years, having been dedicated on 28 October 1886.

         
            [image: ]

         

         The day after Annie’s arrival, the New York Times wrote: ‘The honor [of being the first to pass through] was reserved for a little rosy-cheeked Irish girl. She was Annie Moore, fifteen [sic] years of age, lately a resident of County Cork.’ It would not be the last time that Annie’s age would be incorrectly recorded. When songwriter Brendan 20Graham penned his own tribute to Annie, ‘Isle of Hope, Isle of Tears’, he did the same.

         In 2008, she was honoured at a ceremony in Calvary Cemetery, Queens, where a letter by then Democratic presidential nominee Barack Obama was read out, which said: ‘The idea of honoring those who came before you by sacrificing on behalf of those who follow is at the heart of the American experience. Irish Americans like your ancestors, and mine from Co. Offaly, understood this well.’

         2 January 1904: Arthur Griffith publishes ‘The Resurrection of Hungary’

         2 January 1904

         Arthur Griffith publishes ‘The Resurrection of Hungary’

         On this day, the first in a series of articles by Arthur Griffith known as ‘The Resurrection of Hungary’ was published in the United Irishman, the newspaper co-founded by Griffith in 1899. The articles would continue to appear until 2 July of that year. All 27 were collectively published under the same title, with the subtitle ‘A Parallel for Ireland’, in a pamphlet in November 1904.

         Griffith had previously alluded to ‘the Hungarian Policy’ in a speech at the third Cumann na nGaedheal convention on 26 October 1902, saying that members of the then dominant Irish Parliamentary Party should replace their policy of attending Westminster with ‘the policy of the Hungarian deputies … refusing to attend the British Parliament or to recognise its right to legislate for Ireland’. Hungary, once dominated by its neighbour Austria, had reached the Compromise of 1867, which established a dual monarchy for the two countries and ended 18 years of animosity.

         Griffith was not as hostile to Britain as some may assume – he advocated separate governments for Britain and Ireland, but suggested a common monarch be retained. His policy of abstentionism from the House of Commons would become a linchpin of Sinn Féin, the party Griffith founded in 1905. However, the proposal of a common monarch was dropped.

         When Sinn Féin won 73 of the 105 Irish seats in the 1918 United Kingdom general election, Griffith’s policy was put into practice, and the first Dáil Éireann was established. Griffith is perhaps best known today, outside of his role as founder of Sinn Féin, as one of the signatories of the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921, a compromise hated by anti-Treaty republicans, including modern-day Sinn Féin. Nonetheless, the Treaty was arguably consistent with the compromise he had been proposing in print since 2 January 1904. 21

         3 January 1602: The Battle of Kinsale

         3 January 1602

         The Battle of Kinsale

         On 3 January 1602, the Battle of Kinsale was fought: a decisive moment in the Nine Years’ War, which had begun with Hugh O’Neill, the second Earl of Tyrone, resisting attempts by William FitzWilliam, Lord Deputy of Ireland, to install an English Sheriff in the province of Ulster. Though the war had been primarily about territory, O’Neill had explicitly invoked the Catholic religion, particularly through 22 articles in November 1599 that began by insisting that ‘the Catholic, Apostolic and Roman religion be openly preached and taught throughout all Ireland, as well cities as borough towns, by Bishops, seminary priests, Jesuits and other religious men’.

         Because of this religious connection, O’Neill sought help from Catholic Spain, led by Philip II, with whom he had been communicating since 1591. Spanish troops numbering around 3,300, led by commander Juan del Águila, finally landed in Ireland in 1601: in Kinsale, Co. Cork, far away from O’Neill’s stronghold in Ulster. Upon learning of their arrival, Lord Mountjoy, the Lord Deputy of Ireland, sent approximately 7,000 troops to besiege the Spanish. O’Neill and his ally Hugh Roe O’Donnell marched south to meet their allies. When they finally joined, on 3 January 1602 (or, using the Julian calendar, Christmas Eve 1601), the battle lasted only two hours. O’Neill’s army was broken up by the English cavalry, with the majority forced to retreat to Ulster. The Spanish, realising they could not win, were permitted to return to Spain without admitting defeat.

         The Battle of Kinsale did not end the Nine Years’ War, but it solidified the eventual Tudor victory, the Treaty of Mellifont in 1603, and the Flight of the Earls in 1607, when O’Neill and Rory O’Donnell, the first Earl of Tyrconnell, left Ireland never to return, thus paving the way for the Plantation of Ulster.

         4 January 1909: The Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union is founded

         4 January 1909

         The Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union is founded

         On 4 January 1909, William X. O’Brien wrote in his diary: ‘the Irish Transport and General Workers Union founded officially from this date’. O’Brien was one of the co-founders, along with James Larkin. Larkin was born in Liverpool in 1876 to parents 22from Co. Armagh, and had come to Belfast in 1907 to organise the city’s dock workers on behalf of the National Union of Dock Labourers (NUDL).

         However, tension between Larkin and William Sexton, General Secretary of NUDL, resulted in Larkin’s expulsion in 1908. As a result, the ITGWU was founded. In May 1909, the ITGWU posed a rhetorical question in the preamble to its rules: ‘Are we going to continue the policy of grafting ourselves on the English Trades Union movement, losing our own identity as a nation in the great world of organised labour? We say emphatically, No!’

         The pivotal moment for the ITGWU was the Dublin Lockout of 1913. William Martin Murphy, chairman of the Dublin United Tramways Company (DUTC), dismissed 340 workers he suspected of being ITGWU members. Murphy wanted his employees to sign a pledge stating that they would not be members of Larkin’s union. This led to a strike by the tramway workers in August 1913. Other employers – eventually 404 – tried to force their workers to sign a similar pledge; these workers went on strike in solidarity with the tram workers, leading to several months of industrial action which brought Dublin to a standstill.

         In January 1914, the ITGWU advised workers to end the ultimately unsuccessful strike. Nonetheless, the Lockout, along with the Easter Rising of 1916, has come to define the city of Dublin in the early part of the twentieth century.

         5 January 1871: The Franco-Irish Ambulance Brigade is released from duty

         5 January 1871

         The Franco-Irish Ambulance Brigade is released from duty

         On 5 January 1871, the Franco-Irish Ambulance Brigade – a volunteer medical corps comprising surgeons, medical students and ambulance drivers – was released from its duties by the French authorities. Also known as the Ambulance Irlandais, it had been established in Dublin the previous year to assist France in its war with Prussia, which ostensibly started over the infamous Ems telegram. Soon after, the Committee for the Relief of the Sick and Wounded of the French Army and Navy was established, headed by Fr Tom Burke.

         In October 1870, a notice in the Irish Times stated that ‘Volunteers for the Irish Ambulance Corps who have passed the final examination as to eligibility, are required to present themselves at the office.’ The 250 or so volunteers left that month, arriving 23at Le Havre on a ship called La Fontaine. France was already losing the war quite badly.

         One novel feature of the Brigade was that it managed to circumvent the Foreign Enlistment Act of 1870, which forbade anyone in Ireland or Great Britain from accepting ‘any commission or engagement in the military or naval service of any foreign state at war with any foreign state at peace with Her Majesty’.

         Though its purpose was to aid sick and wounded soldiers, several members of the Brigade joined the French Foreign Legion upon arrival. This led to the arrest of one ‘John McDonald’ (real name Joseph Patrick McDonnell, a former Fenian) in London, who was thought to have been the principal recruiter for the Brigade.

         Shortly before the Armistice of Versailles, the Ambulance Irlandais returned to Ireland. It had earned a good reputation on the battlefields of continental Europe, having come to the aid of several wounded French soldiers.

         6 January 1839: The Night of the Big Wind

         6 January 1839

         The Night of the Big Wind

         When the Old Age Pensions Act became law on 1 January 1909, it entitled men and women over the age of 70 in the United Kingdom – of which Ireland was still a part – to an annual payment of £13, on a means-tested basis. Within three months, 261,668 applications had been made in Ireland: proportionally, far more than in England, Scotland or Wales. Since the compulsory registration of births had not come into force in Ireland until 1863, it was difficult to prove that those saying they were old enough to receive a pension were telling the truth.

         As a result, a novel way of establishing someone’s age came about: applicants were asked whether they remembered the Night of the Big Wind, a storm that began in Ireland on 6 January 1839 and was the most devastating in the recorded history of the country. It is estimated that between 300 and 800 people died.

         In all, 4,846 chimneys were said to have been knocked off their perches during the storm, and more people were left homeless than in all the evictions over subsequent decades in Ireland. The event was immortalised in ‘Oíche na Gaoithe Móire, nó Deireadh An tSaoil’ (The Night of the Big Wind, or the End of the World) by Galway poet Michael Burke.24

         The Dublin Evening Post, writing at the time, said: ‘it remains not only without a parallel, but leaves far away in the distance all that ever occurred in Ireland before … Ireland has been the chief victim of the hurricane – every part of Ireland – every field, every town, every village in Ireland have felt its dire effects, from Galway to Dublin – from the Giant’s Causeway to Valentia.’

         7 January 1922: Dáil Éireann ratifies the Anglo-Irish Treaty

         7 January 1922

         Dáil Éireann ratifies the Anglo-Irish Treaty

         On 7 January 1922, a vote was taken in Dáil Éireann on whether to ratify the Anglo-Irish Treaty that had been signed the previous month by, among others, Michael Collins and Arthur Griffith. Debates on the treaty had begun on 14 December 1921. Éamon de Valera made no secret of his disdain for it, introducing the debate by saying, ‘It would be ridiculous to think that we could send five men to complete a treaty without the right of ratification by this assembly.’

         The treaty was narrowly ratified, by 64 votes to 57. After the vote was taken, a disappointed de Valera said, ‘It will, of course, be my duty to resign my office as Chief Executive … There is one thing I want to say – I want it to go to the country and to the world, and it is this: the Irish people established a Republic … The Republic can only be disestablished by the Irish people.’

         Collins was cautious in welcoming the result, perhaps aware of the impending Civil War, which would ultimately claim his life. Replying to de Valera, he said, ‘I do not regard the passing of this thing as being any kind of triumph over the other side. I will do my best in the future, as I have done in the past, for the nation … we will all do our best to preserve the public safety’, to which de Valera replied, ‘hear, hear’.

         Less forgiving was Mary MacSwiney, TD (Teachta Dála) for Cork Borough, who, shortly after Collins and de Valera had finished their exchanges, called the ratification of the Treaty ‘the grossest act of betrayal that Ireland ever endured’. She and many others took the Anti-Treaty side during the Irish Civil War.25
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         8 January 1979: The Whiddy Island disaster

         8 January 1979

         The Whiddy Island disaster

         On 8 January 1979, an oil tanker exploded in Bantry Bay, Co. Cork, claiming the lives of 50 people – 42 French, seven Irish and one British. In its coverage, the Irish Independent led with the headline ‘The holocaust that claimed 50 lives – what went wrong’. In later years, Michael Kingston, whose father, Tim, was one of the dead, compared the incident and its treatment by successive Irish governments to the Hillsborough disaster in Sheffield in 1989.

         Construction by the Gulf Oil Corporation of the oil terminal on Whiddy Island, Bantry Bay, started in 1967 and finished in 1969. The company was struggling to maintain its viability by the late 1970s. The ill-fated oil tanker – the Betelgeuse – arrived at the terminal with a full cargo of crude oil, having left the Saudi port of Ras Tanura on 24 November 1978. While it was discharging 114,000 tonnes of crude oil – expected to take 36 hours – a cracking noise was heard, followed by the explosion in the hull, at around 1:00 a.m. on 8 January.

         The Irish government appointed a tribunal to investigate the disaster, chaired by Mr Justice Declan Costello. Its 480-page report found three main causes: firstly, the 26poor condition of the 11-year-old vessel, owned by the French company Total SA; secondly, incorrectly unloading procedures, also the responsibility of Total SA; thirdly, the poorly maintained emergency services at Whiddy Island.

         On the 40th anniversary of the incident, Michael Kingston, now a lawyer based in London, spoke at a commemoration, saying, ‘Our relatives were left to die by a company and management who made a decision to reduce safety and were clearly guilty of death by gross negligence.’ Tragically, only 27 bodies were ever recovered.

         9 January 1980: Charles Haughey: ‘living away beyond our means’

         9 January 1980

         Charles Haughey: ‘living away beyond our means’

         Charles Haughey became Taoiseach on 11 December 1979, a year after Ireland recorded a budget deficit of 17.6 per cent of GDP: a record for developed countries, according to the International Monetary Fund. Haughey’s ascent to head of government occurred at a time of steadily rising unemployment, which would increase from 7 per cent in 1979 to 17 per cent in 1986.
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         It was against this backdrop that Haughey took to RTÉ to deliver a live public address, only the third time in the history of the state that a Taoiseach had done so. His tone was sombre from the beginning: ‘I wish to talk to you this evening about 27the state of the nation’s affairs, and the picture I have to paint is not, unfortunately, a very cheerful one.’ He then uttered a sentence that would become infamous, given subsequent revelations about his personal expenditure: ‘As a community we are living away beyond our means.’

         The Taoiseach continued, clarifying that the rate of borrowing to keep the country afloat was unsustainable. Haughey also accused industrial actions as having contributed to the negative state of the country’s economy: ‘Strikes, go-slows, work-to-rules, stoppages in key industries and essential services were too often a feature of life in 1979.’ He also stated that ‘apportioning blame, however, is not going to get us anywhere’.

         When the Moriarty Tribunal was established in 1997 to inquire into the finances of Haughey and former Fine Gael TD Michael Lowry, it emerged that, at the time of Haughey’s 1980 address, his personal debts with Allied Irish Banks (AIB) totalled £1.143 million. These revelations permanently tainted Haughey’s reputation, and his 1980 speech is now seen by many as staggeringly hypocritical.

         10 January 1877: Eliza Walker Dunbar becomes first woman doctor

         10 January 1877

         Eliza Walker Dunbar becomes first woman doctor

         On 10 January 1877, Eliza Walker Dunbar became the first woman to qualify with a medical licence from an institution in either Ireland or Great Britain, having taken her clinical and written examinations the previous day at the King and Queen’s College of Physicians in Ireland (subsequently renamed the Royal College of Physicians). Walker was not Irish – she had been born in India to a Scottish father, and educated in Cheltenham. Indeed, being based in Great Britain was to her advantage; the Council of the King and Queen’s College of Physicians would not have viewed her as a competitor to medical practitioners in Ireland.

         The decision to allow women to receive their medical licences in Ireland had its roots in opposition to the 1858 Medical Act, which established the General Medical Council (GMC) to regulate doctors. Though not barring women explicitly, the 1858 Act made it practically impossible for them to qualify as doctors in the United Kingdom, as they were prohibited from studying medicine at Royal Colleges, universities and medical institutions. However, loopholes allowed women who had obtained their 28medical degrees outside the United Kingdom before 1858, like Elizabeth Blackwell, to have their names added to the GMC register.

         Walker Dunbar’s medical licence came about as a result of the so-called Enabling Act of 1876, introduced to Parliament by Russell Gurney MP, whose support had been won by campaigners like Sophia Jex-Blake. It allowed all 19 examining boards in the UK to admit women to their examinations if they chose. The following year, the King and Queen’s College of Physicians in Ireland became the first institution to take advantage of the new legislation, a moment that Sophia Jex-Blake called ‘the turning point in the whole struggle’.

         11 January 1970: Sinn Féin splits over abstentionism

         11 January 1970

         Sinn Féin splits over abstentionism

         The birth of ‘Provisional’ Sinn Féin on 11 January 1970 was both an ending and a beginning. It was an ending of tensions that had existed within the self-styled Republican Movement over the policy of abstentionism, and the perceived failure to protect Catholic communities in Northern Ireland from pogroms and other attacks. It was also the beginning of a new movement within Irish republicanism, more ruthless than any previous incarnation, which had the stamina to sustain its campaign for far longer than the periods of the War of Independence and subsequent Civil War combined.

         The split in Sinn Féin came during an Ard Fheis (party conference) in the Intercontinental Hotel in Dublin. There had been a split in the IRA weeks earlier, with Chief of Staff Cathal Goulding calling for abstentionism to be dropped. Abstentionism meant that Sinn Féin would not take up seats in Dáil Éireann – indeed, members of Sinn Féin did not even use the term ‘Dáil Éireann’ when referring to the Irish parliament; among hard-line Republicans it was exclusively referred to as ‘Leinster House’.

         Abstentionism was not a matter for the IRA per se, but for Sinn Féin, the political wing of the movement, and so the matter was put to a vote on 11 January 1970. According to Ruairí Ó Brádaigh, who was opposed to dropping abstentionism, a two-thirds majority was needed to change the party’s policy. This was not achieved, but there was enough support for taking seats in Dáil Éireann that Ó Brádaigh led 80 delegates out of the Intercontinental Hotel, setting up ‘Provisional’ Sinn Féin, the political wing of the Provisional IRA for the next three decades (as distinct 29from ‘Official’ Sinn Féin, led by Tomás Mac Giolla).

         In 1986, another split over abstentionism would see Ó Brádaigh further ostracised.

         12 January 1870: Pope Pius condemns Fenianism

         12 January 1870

         Pope Pius condemns Fenianism

         On 12 January 1870, Pope Pius IX stated that he had ‘decreed and declared that the American or Irish society called Fenian is comprised among the societies forbidden and condemned in the Constitutions of the Supreme Pontiff’. This was a clarification of a bull that the Pope had issued on 29 October 1868, which excommunicated ‘those who become members of the Masonic sect, of the Carbonari, or of other similar sects that plot either openly or secretly against the Church or legitimate authorities’.

         This was not the first or last time that a high-ranking Catholic leader would clash with the ideology espoused by physical-force Irish republicans. On 17 February 1867, the Bishop of Kerry, David Moriarty, denounced a recent rebellion attempt by the Irish Republican Brotherhood (whose American counterpart was the Fenian Brotherhood, though ‘Fenians’ and ‘IRB’ were and are often used interchangeably). Moriarty said of the rebels: ‘they are not our people, or, if they ever were, they have lost the Irish character in the cities of America … eternity is not long enough nor hell hot enough to punish such miscreants.’

         Pius IX’s statement was largely the result of a request from Ireland’s first ever cardinal, Paul Cullen. However, condemnation of the Fenians was not universal among the clergy. Fr Patrick Lavelle was a supporter, as was his superior, Dr John MacHale, the Archbishop of Tuam. MacHale was the one Irish bishop who did not welcome a public ban on large demonstrations sympathetic to the Fenians in the wake of public hangings of the so-called Manchester Martyrs in November 1867. It was in the context of such events that the Irish bishops in Rome for the First Vatican Council decided to ask for the condemnation.

         13 January 1847: Queen Victoria appeals for famine relief

         13 January 1847

         Queen Victoria appeals for famine relief

         Queen Victoria was 26 years old when the blight that ravaged Ireland’s potato crops 30first appeared in 1845. Though stories are often told of how she turned her back on the Irish during that period – with figures as low as £50 or even £5 cited as what she donated for famine aid, and the nickname ‘the Famine Queen’ bestowed upon her in some circles – the truth is more complex. Victoria was, in fact, the largest individual contributor to famine relief.

         On 13 January 1847, a letter written by the Queen was published in The Times, asking for an appeal to be read in churches across England and for ministers to ‘excite their parishioners to a liberal contribution’, which would be used ‘for the relief of a large portion of the population in Ireland and in some districts of Scotland’. Five-sixths of the money raised went to Ireland.

         Victoria was asked to be the first benefactor of the British Association for the Relief of Distress in Ireland and in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. The first donation to this group was £2,000, from Victoria, with a separate grant of £500 to ‘the Ladies Clothing Association’. Eight other members of the royal family made donations that came to a total of £3,700, and employees in the Queen’s household made a private collection of £247.

         Wednesday, 24 March 1847, was designated a national day of ‘fast and humiliation’ throughout the United Kingdom. It raised £171,533, which was given to the British Relief Association. Another letter from the Queen, published in October of that year, resulted in a far smaller figure being raised – £30,167 – and was referred to in The Times as ‘ill-advised’.

         14 January 1965: Seán Lemass and Terence O’Neill meet

         14 January 1965

         Seán Lemass and Terence O’Neill meet

         On 14 January 1965, Seán Lemass travelled to Belfast to meet Terence O’Neill. It was the first time that the leaders of both states on the island of Ireland had officially met since the enactment of the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921 – a treaty that Lemass, in his youth, had fought against.

         Although a momentous occasion, subsequently commemorated in a stamp issued by An Post for its 50th anniversary, the meeting was low-key. O’Neill had not alerted his cabinet members to Lemass’s impending arrival until the previous day, and one of them – Harry West – refused to show up. A press statement from the Northern 31Ireland government was later released: ‘An historic meeting took place in Belfast today, when for the first time since the partition of Ireland over 40 years ago, the Prime Ministers of Northern Ireland and Republic met.’

         Lemass had hinted at a thawing of relations during an Oxford Union debate in 1959, rhetorically asking ‘is it not common sense that the two existing communities in our small island should seek every opportunity of working together in practical matters for their mutual and common good?’

         One person who, perhaps unexpectedly, echoed this pragmatism was George Clark, Grand Master of the Orange Order, who said, ‘One country lives beside another, and it is surely common sense that the two leaders meet to discuss ways of expanding their economies.’ Not all in Northern Ireland shared Clark’s view. One of the most critical of the meeting was Ian Paisley, who would go on to found the Democratic Unionist Party. O’Neill dismissed Paisley and his fellow travellers as ‘self-appointed and self-styled loyalists who see moderation as treason and decency as weakness’. Nevertheless, Paisley would be an enormously influential figure in Northern Ireland over the coming decades.

         15 January 1947: Electricity is introduced to rural Ireland

         15 January 1947

         Electricity is introduced to rural Ireland

         On 15 January 1947, Oldtown, Co. Dublin became the first village in Ireland where electricity was switched on as part of the Rural Electrification Scheme, introduced the previous year by the Electricity Supply Board (ESB). At the time there were 250,000 electrical consumers in urban parts of Ireland, but rural Ireland had been making do with 19th-century methods of farming, as well as lamps and candles for light.

         As a result of the Rural Electrification Scheme, which was referred to as the ‘Quiet Revolution’, 420,000 homes in rural Ireland were electrified between 1946 and 1979, by which time an estimated 98 per cent of homes in the country had electricity. It has been described as the greatest social revolution in Ireland since the Land Reforms of the 1880s and 1890s.

         The first new consumer of electricity was McCullough’s pub in Oldtown. On the night in question, the Engineer-in-Charge, W. F. Roe, was to give a speech in Oldtown Hall at 8 o’clock, the time for the ‘switch on’, to be accompanied by a gramophone 32turntable playing ‘Cockles and Mussels’ (perhaps better known as ‘Molly Malone’), the unofficial anthem of Dublin. However, at 8 o’clock, Roe noticed that no electricity was forthcoming, as did the crowd assembled. Anxiety filled the room but was soon assuaged when the gramophone came to life, playing ‘Cockles and Mussels’ as planned. The delay had been caused by the severe winter weather that the country had recently experienced.
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         The Rural Electrification Scheme was costly, involving 75,000 miles of new line and up to a million ESB poles. The first of these poles was erected in Kilsallaghan, Co. Dublin on 5 November 1946. The moment electricity was switched on in Oldtown signalled the start of modern Ireland.

         16 January 1922: Dublin Castle is handed over to Michael Collins

         16 January 1922

         Dublin Castle is handed over to Michael Collins

         In accordance with Article 17 of the Anglo-Irish Treaty, a ‘provisional Government’ was needed to govern what was at that time called Southern Ireland, until the Irish Free State was formally established in 1922. Michael Collins (pictured on facing page leaving Dublin Castle with Kevin O’Higgins and W. T. Cosgrave. Collins is marked with an X) was appointed Chairman; on 16 January he and seven other ministers went to Dublin Castle, which Collins would refer to as ‘that dread Bastille of Ireland’, 33for the official handover from Lord Edmund FitzAlan-Howard, the last ever Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to the Provisional Government.
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         There are many unverified accounts of what was said between Collins and those ceding power to the new government. James Macmahon, the Belfast-born Under Secretary for Ireland, is said to have greeted the Chairman by saying, ‘We’re glad to see you, Mr Collins’, to which Collins allegedly replied, ‘Ye are like hell, boy.’ The most famous exchange – almost certainly apocryphal – is that FitzAlan-Howard said to Collins, ‘You are seven minutes late’, to which Collins responded, ‘We’ve been waiting 700 years. You can have the seven minutes.’

         Dublin Castle released an official account of the handover that afternoon, stating that ‘his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant received Mr. Michael Collins as the head of the Provisional Government … The existence and authority of the Provisional Government were then formally and officially acknowledged … The Lord-Lieutenant congratulated Mr. Collins and … expressed the earnest hope that under their auspices the ideal of a happy, free, and prosperous Ireland would be attained.’

         The Provisional Government released its own official statement, which was more triumphalist in its language: ‘Members of Rialtas Sealadach na hÉireann [Provisional Government of Ireland] received the surrender of Dublin Castle at 1.45 p.m. today. It is now in the hands of the Irish nation.’34

         17 January 1992: Peter Brooke sings ‘Oh My Darling, Clementine’

         17 January 1992

         Peter Brooke sings ‘Oh My Darling, Clementine’

         Peter Brooke became Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in July 1989. He was not overtly combative in his attitude to Irish republicans, stating in November of that year that the British government ‘would need to be imaginative’ in its response if the paramilitary groups were to ‘withdraw from their activities’. Famously, he announced that ‘the British Government has no selfish, strategic or economic interest in Northern Ireland’ in November 1990, a statement often credited with opening the door for Sinn Féin to enter negotiations.

         However, Brooke’s tenure as Secretary of State ended abruptly in 1992, after an appearance on RTÉ’s The Late Late Show on 17 January of that year. Brooke was in Dublin to meet with Gerry Collins, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and scheduled for an interview with Late Late Show host Gay Byrne that evening. On the same day, a Provisional IRA bomb exploded at Teebane Crossroads, Co. Tyrone, killing eight construction workers and injuring another six. The Provisional IRA later released a statement describing those killed as ‘collaborators engaged in rebuilding Lisanelly Barracks’.

         Brooke was asked about the incident on The Late Late Show. He replied: ‘The first thing you say is profound sympathy to the families of those who were involved.’ The interview continued, and the subjects of Brooke’s faith and his recent marriage were brought up. Byrne went on to ask the Secretary of State if he ever sang, and finally coaxed him into joining pianist Frank McNamara in a rendition of ‘Oh My Darling, Clementine’, which he was clearly reluctant to do.

         Afterwards, Byrne told Brooke, ‘I imagine that singing that song will give a fair amount of ammunition to a lot of people.’ He wasn’t wrong. The incident caused outrage among unionist politicians in Northern Ireland, and Brooke offered his resignation soon after.

         18 January 1978: Judgement is reached in ‘Ireland v. the United Kingdom’

         18 January 1978

         Judgement is reached in ‘Ireland v. the United Kingdom’

         On 18 January 1978, a verdict was reached by the European Court of Human Rights in a case that the Irish government had brought against the British government, 35regarding what came to be known as the ‘five techniques’, interrogation methods used in Northern Ireland.

         The origin of this case was the introduction of internment in Northern Ireland in August 1971. Fourteen men – all Roman Catholics – were taken from their homes to Ballykelly Airfield. There, they were subjected to the five techniques – hooded for an extended period, blasted with continuous loud noise, deprived of sleep, deprived of food and drink, and made to stand against a wall for extended periods. When allegations of the techniques reached the media, they were not universally condemned. Even the left-leaning Guardian wrote, ‘Discomfort … cannot be weighed against the number of human lives which will be lost if the security forces do not get a continuing flow of intelligence.’

         In November 1971, the Irish government brought its case against the British government, and the European Commission on Human Rights issued its verdict in January 1976, finding the United Kingdom guilty of torture. However, this was appealed, and on 18 January 197 8, the European Court of Human Rights, by 13 votes to four, concluded that the techniques did not constitute torture. However, it did find that the UK had treated the so-called ‘hooded men’ in an ‘inhuman and degrading’ way, and thus was still in breach of Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights.

         19 January 1947: The Big Freeze begins

         19 January 1947

         The Big Freeze begins

         On 19 January 1947, Ireland began to experience a cold spell that would last for two months, bring transport to a halt, lead to rationing, and see the death rate in Dublin more than double. It became known as the Big Freeze. The origin of the event was ‘a persistent anti-cyclone centred over Norway and Sweden … attracting freezing winds from North Russia’, as reported in New Zealand newspaper the Evening Star.

         Ireland was already in a weak position, along with the rest of Europe, as a result of the Second World War – or ‘Emergency’ as it had been designated. Predicting the upcoming crisis, an editorial in the Irish Press on 14 January stated that, in terms of supplies, the country’s position was as ‘bad as it was in the worst war years’. Future Taoiseach Seán Lemass, who was then Minister for Industry and Commerce, had begun rationing flour and bread earlier in the month.36

         The cold spell got much worse on 24 January, with temperatures falling to between −2 and −6°C. On 30 January the temperature was −13°C, colder than that recorded in Antarctica that day. Wicklow was one of the worst-hit counties. In March, it was planned that Royal Air Force jets would drop parcels of food on villages in Wicklow, but by the time the plane arrived at Baldonnel’s airbase, many homes in those villages had been reached and so the plan was abandoned.

         An exact death toll of the Big Freeze was not recorded, though historian Kevin C. Kearns believes it to have been in the hundreds. One of the most tragic events occurred when six children playing hockey fell into a hole in a quarry that had frozen over in Kimmage, Co. Dublin. Three of them died, the youngest of whom was eight years old.

         20 January 1961: John F. Kennedy is inaugurated

         20 January 1961

         John F. Kennedy is inaugurated

         On 20 January 1961, John Fitzgerald Kennedy was sworn in as the 35th President of the United States, using the bible that his great-grandfather Thomas Fitzgerald had brought from the village of Bruff, Co. Limerick when he emigrated in the mid-19th century. Kennedy wasn’t the first US President of Irish descent – several could trace their roots back to Ireland, notably Andrew Jackson, the seventh President, who was a son of Presbyterians from Co. Antrim.

         However, Kennedy’s ascent to the White House was of particular importance to most people in Ireland because he was the first to share their Catholic faith – publicly, at least. He would also become the first sitting US President to visit Ireland, in June 1963, a few months before his death.

         The place in Ireland most closely associated with Kennedy is New Ross, Co. Wexford, near Dunganstown, where his great-grandfather Patrick Kennedy had lived before emigrating to America. Andrew Minihan, chairman of New Ross Urban District Council, would later recall, ‘We had celebrations at exactly the same hour as the president was being inaugurated.’ Kennedy recorded a message to the people of New Ross, pledging to visit his great-grandfather’s hometown.

         He was as good as his word, and spoke there on 27 June 1963: ‘I am glad to be here. It took 115 years to make this trip, and 6,000 miles, and three generations. But 37I am proud to be here … When my great grandfather left here to become a cooper in East Boston, he carried nothing with him except two things: a strong religious faith and a strong desire for liberty. I am glad to say that all of his great-grandchildren have valued that inheritance.’

         21 January 1919: The first sitting of Dáil Éireann

         21 January 1919

         The first sitting of Dáil Éireann

         On 21 January 1919, 27 Sinn Féin Teachtaí Dála (TDs) assembled in the Mansion House, Dublin, for the first sitting of Dáil Éireann. Most of the 69 TDs who had been elected the previous month could not attend, many because they were in prison.

         Up to 3,000 members of the public attended the session, almost half of whom were women. Also present were 70–100 journalists. The New York Times was prompted to write, ‘Today’s proceedings seemed tame … due to the fact that they were conducted in the dead language of the Irish tongue.’ This description of the language may have irked many, though, as Sinn Féin TD Piaras Béaslaí, who organised the session, noted: ‘I was determined to leave nothing to chance … Every speaker must know when he was to be called up and must be word perfect in his speech. This was particularly important when all the speeches were in Irish and some of our proposed speakers were not very much at ease in that language.’
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         On the same day as the first sitting of Dáil Éireann, the Soloheadbeg Ambush took place in Co. Tipperary. Nine Irish Volunteers – led by Séumas Robinson, Dan Breen and Seán Treacy – ambushed and killed two Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) 38policemen – Patrick O’Connell and James McDonnell. This event is often seen as the start of the Irish War of Independence, though it was not officially sanctioned.

         Richard Mulcahy, who was Chief of Staff of the Irish Republican Army from March 1919, would later write: ‘This episode has … been outrageously propagandised … it took place on the day that the Dáil was being assembled for the first time … bloodshed should have been unnecessary in the light of the type of episode it was; it completely disturbed the general public situation in the area.’

         22 January 1972: Ireland signs Treaty of Accession to the European Communities

         22 January 1972

         Ireland signs Treaty of Accession to the European Communities

         On 22 January 1972, Jack Lynch and Dr Patrick Hillery, the Taoiseach and Minister for Foreign Affairs respectively, signed the Treaty of Accession for Ireland to join the European Communities in Brussels (pictured below. Lynch is on the right). This was the beginning of Ireland’s place within what would come to be known as the European Union.

         Though a necessary step, the signing of the Treaty was not a sufficient one – it was subject to a public vote. When Irish voters cast their ballots on 10 May 1972, 83.1 per cent supported the third amendment to the Irish constitution, allowing the state to join. Lynch described the result as ‘a great tribute to our people’s innately sound judgement’.
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         Representatives of the UK, Denmark and Norway signed the Treaty on the same 39day as Lynch and Hillery. Denmark and Norway would hold their own referenda on joining the European Communities, but the outcomes would differ – 63.1 per cent of Danish voters supported entering, but 53.5 per cent of Norwegian voters opposed it. Members of the British House of Commons voted in favour of the European Communities Act, 301 to 284, though the British public at large would not get a say on the UK’s place within the EC until 5 June 1975. Of those who turned out, 67.23 per cent supported continued membership.

         Membership of the European Union greatly improved the economic condition of Ireland – when it joined it had, according to the Irish Council of the European Movement, ‘the lowest living standards and poorest social services in Western Europe’. By the late 1990s it had become one of the wealthiest countries; The Economist asked if Ireland’s Celtic Tiger was ‘Europe’s shining light.’ It also made the border between Northern Ireland and the Republic virtually frictionless, facilitating peace on the island.

         23 January 1834: St Vincent’s is founded: first hospital staffed by women

         23 January 1834

         St Vincent’s is founded: first hospital staffed by women

         On 23 January 1834, possession was taken of the former townhouse of the Earl of Meath at 56 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin. It was here that St Vincent’s Hospital was founded, by Mother Mary Aikenhead, the first hospital in either Ireland or Great Britain staffed and managed by women. In the following years it would expand, incorporating a nursing home in 1910.

         Though most of the sick poor in Dublin at the time were Catholic, the hospital was founded to treat all in need equally. Its prospectus read: ‘The institution would be such in which every friend of humanity would feel an interest and … would present to individuals of every sect, and every creed equal advantages and equal attention.’ This reflected Aikenhead’s ecumenical background.

         She was the daughter of David Aikenhead, who was of Scottish Protestant descent, and Mary Stackpole, an aristocratic Catholic. Though baptised a Protestant, Mary Aikenhead mixed with poor Catholics when she was fostered by Mary and John Rorke on Eason’s Hill in Co. Cork, before returning to her parents aged six. She was received into the Catholic Church at age 15, largely as a result of the influence of her 40aunt, Rebecca Gorman, who had stayed in a convent in Bruges.

         By the time St Vincent’s Hospital opened, Mary was ill, having been confined to a wheelchair from the age of 44 due to spinal problems, dropsy and paralysis. Nonetheless, she continued to work hard, sending 4,000 letters from her sickbed, appealing for donations to start the hospital. Her attitude to the founding of a hospital run by women was that ‘just because it has never been done before, there is no reason why it should not be done now.’

         24 January 1824: Daniel O’Connell introduces Catholic Rent

         24 January 1824

         Daniel O’Connell introduces Catholic Rent

         On 24 January 1824, at a meeting of the Catholic Association, Daniel O’Connell introduced a scheme that would have a dramatic effect on the organisation and its desire to secure Catholic Emancipation – that is, a campaign for the right of Catholics not only to vote (which Catholics who held freeholds worth 40 shillings or more could do) but to sit in parliament. This scheme became known as the Catholic Rent. O’Connell told those assembled that ‘every Catholic in Ireland should be called upon to contribute a monthly sum from one penny up to two shillings, the utmost to which any person should be expected to subscribe; and by a general effort of that kind, the people of England would see that Catholic millions felt a deep interest in the cause, and not confined, as is supposed, to those styled “agitators”.’

         This was not the first time that a Catholic Rent was suggested. Thomas Browne, Lord Kenmare – one of the few remaining Catholic landowners in Ireland at the end of the 18th century – had put a similar idea in a letter to Francis Moylan, Bishop of Cork, in 1785. In 1811, William Parnell – whose grandson, Charles Stewart Parnell, would one day lead the Irish Parliamentary Party – suggested calling ‘every nerve and sinew of the Catholic body into action by quarterly meetings of all Parishes throughout Ireland’.

         In order to collect this rent, association branches were formed throughout Ireland. In 1826, pro-Catholic Emancipation candidates were elected in Louth and Waterford, and O’Connell himself was elected in Clare in 1829. This led to the Roman Catholic Relief Act of the same year – which, though a milestone, raised the franchise eligibility from land ownership worth 40 shillings to £10.41

         25 January 1917: Sinking of the Laurentic

         25 January 1917

         Sinking of the Laurentic

         On 25 January 1917, the SS Laurentic made a stop at a naval port in Buncrana, Co. Donegal, having left Liverpool two days earlier. It was carrying 479 passengers and crew, mostly Royal Navy personnel, as well as 43 tons of gold bullion valued at £5,000,000. It stopped in Buncrana to allow four ratings, suspected of having yellow fever, to be dropped off, then continued its scheduled journey towards Halifax, Nova Scotia with the remaining passengers and crew. Two hours later, the Laurentic struck two mines that had been left by a German U-boat off Lough Swilly, and sank within an hour. Of the 475 on board, 354 perished.

         A hunt for the gold bullion, which was to be used to buy munitions for the ongoing war from Canada and the United States, was led by Commander Guybon Damant, a diving expert. Petty Officer Augustus Dent, who had survived the sinking of the Laurentic, was one of the divers chosen for the mission. It all had to be done in secret, lest the Germans learn of the sunken gold. Another reason for secrecy was that the United States was still officially neutral at this time.

         The salvage operations went on for seven years, and 3,186 of 3,211 gold ingots were eventually retrieved. The cost was £128,000: significantly less than the value of the gold recovered.

         Submitting his report on 21 September 1924, Damant said: ‘This satisfactory result is due above all things to the loyal and dogged work of naval divers, inspired by no selfish motive of reward … It is with profound gratitude to those who have helped me to foresee and guard against danger that I record the fact that there has been no loss of life or serious accident in the whole course of the work.’

         26 January 1942: First American troops arrive in Belfast

         26 January 1942

         First American troops arrive in Belfast

         On 26 January 1942, the first American troops officially entered the European Theatre of Operations for the Second World War, landing at Dufferin Quay in Belfast. The man credited with being the first American GI to land on European soil was Private First Class Milburn H. Henke of Minnesota. This, however, was a publicity 42stunt, as by the time Henke was presented to cameras, approximately 500 men had already disembarked from HMTS Strathaird, a passenger liner that had been converted to a troop ship.

         
            [image: ]

         

         The Irish state would remain neutral throughout the Second World War, a decision that remains controversial. Éamon de Valera was Taoiseach, and wasted no time in expressing his displeasure at not being consulted on the decision to land troops on the island of Ireland. The Constitution of Ireland, effective since December 1937, stated in Article 2 that ‘the national territory consists of the whole island of Ireland’, a claim that outraged unionists north of the border.

         De Valera sent a statement to Washington, DC: ‘The people of Ireland have no feeling of hostility towards and no desire to be brought in any way into conflict with the United States … but it is our duty to make it clearly understood that, no matter what troops occupy the six counties, the Irish people’s claim for the union of the whole of the national territory and for supreme jurisdiction over it will remain unabated.’

         The reply, authorised by Roosevelt, made it clear that the American government did not regard Northern Ireland as Irish territory: ‘The decision to dispatch troops to the British Isles was reached in close consultation with the British Government as part of our strategic plan to defeat the Axis aggressors. There was not, and is not now, the slightest thought or intention of invading Irish territory or of threatening Irish security.’43

         27 January 1982: Dáil is dissolved over VAT on children’s shoes

         27 January 1982

         Dáil is dissolved over VAT on children’s shoes

         On 27 January 1982, the 22nd Dáil came to an end after only 252 days, following a controversial budget introduced by Minister for Finance and future Taoiseach John Bruton. Bruton announced 18 per cent value-added tax (VAT) on clothing and footwear. The issue of children’s footwear not being exempt became a focal point, thanks to what Taoiseach Garret FitzGerald would insist was a throwaway remark – FitzGerald told the media that some women with small feet could take advantage were the tax children’s shoes not included.

         The government, led by Fine Gael in coalition with Labour, relied on the support of independent TDs like Jim Kemmy. However, Kemmy voted against the budget, along with Joe Sherlock of Sinn Féin the Workers Party and another independent, Sean Loftus. Noël Browne of the Socialist Labour Party was the only TD to vote with Fine Gael and Labour on the budget, but it was not enough for it to pass. It was defeated by 82 to 81 votes, making an election imminent.

         FitzGerald would later write in the Irish Times that the issue of VAT on children’s footwear was a ‘myth’. Nevertheless, it became synonymous with the fall of his government. After the defeat of his budget, FitzGerald went to Áras an Uachtaráin, home of President Patrick Hillery, to seek a dissolution of the 22nd Dáil.

         These events would have repercussions for Irish politics during the 1990 Presidential election, when it was alleged that Presidential candidate and former Fianna Fáil TD Brian Lenihan had phoned Hillery on 27 January 1982, asking him not to grant a dissolution of the Dáil. Had Hillery heeded Lenihan’s supposed request, Fianna Fáil could have formed a government without the need for an election. Lenihan denied this, but it led to his being dismissed from government in 1990.

         28 January 1842: Address from the People of Ireland is read in Boston

         28 January 1842

         Address from the People of Ireland is read in Boston

         On 28 January 1842, an Address from the People of Ireland to their Countrymen and Countrywomen in America, signed by approximately 60,000 people, was first presented to an audience in Faneuil Hall, Boston. This was an important moment in 44the history of Ireland–US relations, in the anti-slavery movement, and in the career of Daniel O’Connell, one of the last people to add his name, and arguably the most famous signatory, along with Father Theobald Mathew.

         The address was relatively short. It made its purpose clear early: ‘The object of this address is to call your attention to the subject of slavery in America … Irishmen and Irishwomen! Treat the colored people as your equals, as brethren. By all your memories of Ireland, continue to love liberty – hate slavery – cling by the abolitionists – and in America you will do honor to the name of Ireland.’

         The authors of the text were Richard Davis Webb and James Haughton, two of the founders of the Hibernian Anti-Slavery Society; it was brought to America by Charles Lenox Remond after a tour of the United Kingdom. Haughton had raised the subject with O’Connell in January 1840, speaking of the Irish in America and saying, ‘[Y]our influence over their minds is very great, would you think it wise to address them on this subject one of your powerful appeals?’

         Reaction to the address was mixed, however. Bishop John J. Hughes of New York cast doubt on its authenticity, and said it was ‘the duty of every naturalized Irishman to resist and repudiate the Address with indignation … I am no friend of slavery, but I am still less friendly to any attempt of foreign origin to abolish.’

         29 January 1967: Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association is formed

         29 January 1967

         Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association is formed

         On 29 January 1967, a meeting was held in Belfast’s International Hotel, organised by the Belfast Wolfe Tone Society: specifically, members Fred Heatley and Jack Bennett. Its purpose was to unify various groups in Northern Ireland under the common cause of democratic reform and civil rights for all. Over 100 people turned up, and it was here that the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association (NICRA) was formed, with a 13-person committee, though its constitution would not be ratified until 9 April that year.

         The committee was a broad church, representing several parties. Though the issue of civil rights was often seen as one primarily for Catholics, NICRA was not an exclusively Catholic or nationalist organisation. It did include open republicans, such as Heatley and Bennett, Billy McMillen – who would be killed as a member of the 45Official IRA in a feud in 1975 – and Paddy Devlin of the Northern Ireland Labour Party, who had been interned as a member of the IRA during the Second World War.

         However, a letter was read out at the meeting from James Chichester-Clark, who was then Chief Whip of the Ulster Unionist Party, and a few days later, it was unanimously agreed to co-opt Robin Cole, a former Chairman of the Young Unionists at Queen’s University, to the committee.

         NICRA’s influence petered out in the early 1970s. Nevertheless, its importance in bringing international attention what it saw as injustices and the need for democratic reform in Northern Ireland should not be underestimated. It is likely, for example, that without the influence of NICRA elections in Northern Ireland would not have switched from the first-past-the-post system, which had given the Ulster Unionists a clear advantage in every election between 1929 and 1973, to proportional representation and the single transferable vote.

         30 January 1972: Bloody Sunday (Derry)

         30 January 1972

         Bloody Sunday (Derry)

         On 30 January 1972, a march was held in Derry, organised by the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association (NICRA), protesting against the policy of internment without trial that had been introduced in August 1971. It began at approximately 2:50 p.m. and was routed to start in the Creggan area of the city and end at Guildhall, where the Derry and Strabane District Council met. Approximately 15,000 to 20,000 people were in attendance, and when the march reached the junction of William Street and Rossville Street, several people diverged. According to the Bloody Sunday inquiry chaired by Lord Saville and published in 2010, these included ‘those who were eager for a confrontation with the security forces’.

         Shortly after, Colonel Derek Wilford, commander of the 1st battalion of the British Army’s Parachute Regiment, failed to comply with the orders of Brigadier Pat MacLellan, to whom he was answerable. MacLellan had authorised Wilford to send one company of soldiers to mount an arrest operation, but Wilford sent a second one. The soldiers soon opened fire, shooting 28 people. Thirteen of those hit died on the day; another died four months later. All were male, aged between 17 and 59.

         Bloody Sunday was a pivotal moment in the Northern Ireland Troubles. Other events 46saw more people die in a single day, but none saw as many die openly at the hands of those acting on behalf of the state. Derry native and future Nobel Peace Prize recipient John Hume urged the ‘strongest possible action, including the immediate withdrawal of the uniformed murderers from our streets’. Prime Minister David Cameron would formally apologise upon the publication of the Saville Inquiry report in 2010: ‘You do not defend the British Army by defending the indefensible … The events of Bloody Sunday were in no way justified … On behalf of our country, I am deeply sorry.’

         31 January 1984: Death of Ann Lovett

         31 January 1984

         Death of Ann Lovett

         On 31 January 1984, Ann Lovett, a 15-year-old schoolgirl, gave birth to a stillborn baby boy beside a grotto of the Virgin Mary in Granard, Co. Longford. A few hours later, Ann herself died in Mullingar hospital, 42 kilometres away. The death shocked not only the village of Granard (population 1,285) but the whole country. Ann’s baby boy was posthumously baptised Pat, and the two were buried in the same coffin three days later.

         Among those who attended the funeral was Fianna Fáil TD John Wilson, who would later serve as Tánaiste. The news of Ann’s death reached most of the country when reporter Emily O’Reilly covered the story for the Sunday Tribune of 5 February, two days after the funeral.

         Fine Gael TD Nuala Fennell, Minister of State for Women’s Affairs and Family Law at the time, said Ann’s death was a ‘national tragedy’ and called for an inquiry, ‘regardless of whose sensibilities are hurt’. However, no inquiry ever took place. Gay Byrne would broach the subject on his radio show, The Gay Byrne Hour. After a report from Kevin O’Connor about Ann’s death, the show received, according to Byrne, hundreds of letters from ‘all over the country … who were saying to us, “We know exactly what happened here, and let us tell you our story.”’

         On 23 February, several of these letters were read out. One said: ‘The reaction to the tragic death of young Ann Lovett has been typically Irish – looking for an inquiry, looking for someone to blame. We are all to blame. Those who say they cannot see how such a thing could happen in Irish society today are blind. The biggest tragedy is that it has taken the death of a young girl to highlight the repressive attitude to young mothers.’
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