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‘I only am escaped alone to tell thee.’


Book of Job. Moby Dick.




Characters


SALLY


VI


LENA


MRS JARRETT


They are all at least seventy.


Place


Sally’s backyard.


Several unmatching chairs. Maybe one’s a kitchen chair.


Time


Summer afternoon.


A number of afternoons but the action is continuous.


This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




1.


MRS J I’m walking down the street and there’s a door in the fence open and inside are three women I’ve seen before.


VI Don’t look now but there’s someone watching us.


LENA Is it that woman?


SALLY Is that you, Mrs Jarrett?


MRS J So I go in.


SALLY Rosie locked out in the rain


VI forgot her key


SALLY climbed over


LENA lucky to have neighbours who


SALLY such a high wall


VI this is Rosie her granddaughter


MRS J I’ve a son, Frank


VI I’ve a son


MRS J suffers from insomnia


VI doesn’t come very often. But Thomas


LENA that’s her nephew


SALLY he’d knock up the shelves in no time


VI a big table


SALLY grain of the wood


VI a table like that would last a lifetime


SALLY an heirloom


LENA except we all eat off our laps


MRS J nothing like a table


LENA I like a table


VI all have each other’s keys because there’s no way round and anyway I couldn’t climb


MRS J unless you lose them


VI no I hang them all on a nail


SALLY in a teapot


VI teapot?


SALLY Elsie puts them in and takes them out


LENA down the floorboards


VI only use bags in mugs


SALLY holds your finger and then takes one step and down she goes.


LENA Barney never out of his phone


VI I’d have been the same


LENA looking pale


VI whole worlds in your pocket


LENA little bit worried about Kevin and Mary, never hear an endearment


SALLY but nobody ever knows


MRS J you’d be surprised what goes on


LENA twenty years in June


VI we had to wear hats


SALLY a pink one and I didn’t


VI so you gave it to Angela


SALLY I’d forgotten Angela


LENA shadows under her eyes


VI ended up with a green one and it didn’t suit you


LENA I could never say a word of course.


VI And Maisie, never so happy


LENA that’s her niece


SALLY quantum


VI I can’t really follow


SALLY I can’t even add up


LENA they don’t add up any more


VI particles and waves I can manage but after that


SALLY always good at sums as a child, she’d say two big numbers


VI and while we were carrying things in our head
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