

[image: Cover: Jack Kuhatschek, GALATIANS (Why God Accepts Us), InterVarsity Press]






GALATIANS


Why God Accepts Us


11 STUDIES FOR INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS




[image: Illustration]





JACK KUHATSCHEK


[image: Illustration]









Contents


GETTING THE MOST OUT OF GALATIANS





















	

1




	

Galatians 1:1-10




	

Good & Bad News









	

2




	

Galatians 1:11—2:10




	

Why Believe the Gospel?









	

3




	

Galatians 2:11-21




	

Accepting Others









	

4




	

Galatians 3:1-14




	

Why God Accepts Us









	

5




	

Galatians 3:15-29




	

Exposing Our Needs









	

6




	

Galatians 4:1-20




	

The Joys of Growing Up









	

7




	

Galatians 4:21—5:1




	

Do-It-Yourself Religion









	

8




	

Galatians 5:2-12




	

Severe Warning









	

9




	

Galatians 5:13-26




	

Living by the Spirit









	

10




	

Galatians 6:1-10




	

The Law of Love









	

11




	

Galatians 6:11-18




	

Getting Motivated


















Leader's Notes


Notes


About the Author


More Titles from InterVarsity Press












Getting the Most Out of Galatians




We all want to be accepted—by our family, by our friends and most of all by God. But so often people accept us only if we are attractive, smart, wealthy or powerful. So we work hard to project the right image and to conceal our faults.


We often transfer this attitude to our relationship with God. We feel we must earn his acceptance. If we could only work harder, live better, pray longer, witness to more people—then we might get on God’s good side.


In Galatians Paul challenges this kind of thinking. He says it’s futile to try to earn God’s acceptance when we are already accepted in Christ. His message frees us from living out of a sense of guilt. We find fresh assurance of God’s love and renewed power to serve him.


Galatians was written by Paul sometime between A.D. 48-49. It was probably addressed to the churches in Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe, which were located in the Roman province of Galatia. Paul and Barnabas visited these cities during their first missionary journey. Their reception was unforgettable. Acts 13—14 tells us they were driven out of Antioch, they fled from Iconium, and Paul was stoned in Lystra! Yet in spite of the opposition against Paul and Barnabas, people believed the gospel and churches were formed.


The real threat arose shortly thereafter. Certain people infiltrated the new churches with a different message. “Paul omitted an important part of the gospel,” they claimed. “You must also be circumcised and keep the law of Moses if you want to be saved” (see Acts 15:1). Their arguments were impressive and their religious zeal was undeniable. The Galatians were almost persuaded when Paul received word of what was happening. Quickly he dictated this letter and sent it to be read in each of the churches. Centuries later it still radiates the heat of Paul’s anger. These preachers were impostors. Their gospel was perverted. The Galatians were in grave danger!


This study guide introduces you to the most passionate and forceful letter in the New Testament. The guide consists of eleven forty-five minute studies which allow you to interact with and apply the main idea in each passage. In the final study the “Now or Later” section provides questions² to help you review the letter. You also grapple with some contemporary issues which are related to those problems faced by Paul and the Galatians. You may want to make this a separate session of study.




Suggestions for Individual Study


1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.


2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.


3. Each study deals with a particular passage—so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. If you are studying a book, it will be helpful to read through the entire book prior to the first study. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.


4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.


Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.


5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.


6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.


7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.









Suggestions for Members of a Group Study


1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.


2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.


3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in indepth study on equal ground.


4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.


When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.


5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.


6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.


7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.


8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.
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Good & Bad News


Galatians 1:1-10




You may see them on television preaching a gospel of prosperity. Or they may knock on your door, offering you a free magazine and inviting you to discuss their beliefs. They may even claim to have their own scriptures that record new revelation from God. The church has always been plagued by false teachers, heretics and followers of various cults. Usually such people have an aggressive program for winning new converts.


 


GROUP DISCUSSION. If a close Christian friend of yours was almost persuaded to join a cult, how would you respond?






PERSONAL REFLECTION. When members of a cult knock on your door and invite you to talk about their beliefs, what do you usually do, and why?






How are we to respond to those who preach or accept a twisted gospel? Paul gives us an example in this passage.


The letter to the Galatians begins abruptly. After the salutation in verses 1-5, Paul omits the customary expression of thanksgiving we find in his letters to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and others. Instead, he plunges immediately into an impassioned discussion of some astonishing news he has heard about the Galatians. Read Galatians 1:1-10.




1. How would you describe the mood of this passage?











2. The word apostle means “one who is sent.” Paul specifies that he is sent by God, not people, in verse 1. Why would he be concerned about this distinction?











3. In three brief verses (3-5) Paul tells us an enormous amount about the gospel. What do we learn?











4. Which aspect of the gospel do you especially need now? Explain.











5. In verses 6-7 Paul summarizes the problem that caused him to write this letter. What was happening in the Galatian churches?











6. Verse 6 implies that if we desert the gospel we also desert God. Why would this be true?











7. Why do you think Paul is so harsh in his judgment of those who preach a different gospel (vv. 8-9)?











8. How might the way we present the gospel be different if we were seeking the approval of people instead of God (v. 10)?











9. What are some ways the gospel is being perverted today?











10. According to this passage, how can we ensure that the gospel we believe and preach is the true gospel?











11. What can you do to increase your understanding of the gospel?









Confess before God the ways in which you are seeking the approval of others before him. Ask God to help you turn your priorities around.




Now or Later


Visit your local Christian bookstore this week and look through various books they offer on cults and new religions to get specific examples of the ways the gospel is being perverted today.
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