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  Series Preface


  The purpose of the Crossway Classic Commentaries is to make some of the most valuable commentaries on the books of the Bible, by some of the greatest Bible teachers and theologians in the last five hundred years, available to a new generation. These books will help today's readers learn truth, wisdom, and devotion from such authors as J. C. Ryle, Martin Luther, John Calvin, J. B. Lightfoot, John Owen, Charles Spurgeon, Charles Hodge, and Matthew Henry.


  We do not apologize for the age of some of the items chosen. In the realm of practical exposition promoting godliness, the old is often better than the new. Spiritual vision and authority, based on an accurate handling of the biblical text, are the qualities that have been primarily sought in deciding what to include.


  So far as is possible, everything is tailored to the needs and enrichment of thoughtful readers - lay Christians, students, and those in the ministry. Thr originals, some of which were written at a high technical level, have been abridged as needed, simplified stylistically, and unburdened of foreign words. However, the intention of this series is never to change any thoughts of the original authors, but to faithfully convey them in an understandable fashion.


  The publishers are grateful to Dr. Alister McGrath of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, Dr. J. I. Packer of Regent College, Vancouver, and Watermark of Norfolk, England, for the work of selecting and editing that now brings this project to fruition.


  The Publishers 
Crossway Books 
Wheaton, Illinois


   









  Introduction


  As Billy Graham might be described as a giant-size Southern Baptist of today's type, so Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892) can be described as a giant-size English Baptist of Victorian type. The Victorian way was to cloak great inner toughness in expansive, egoistic, sententious and often sentimental forms of roundabout expression, while the common way nowadays is to act tougher than we are by using clipped and hard-boiled styles of speech. This cultural flip-flop makes it hard for moderns to appreciate Victorians at their true worth. Spurgeon, however, the greatest preacher of his time, is more accessible than most of them.


  "The Guv'nor," as his colleagues called him, was a fascinating human being. A perky countryman, a witty depressive, and a self-educated theologian, he was hugely intelligent, massively commonsensical, and totally masterful in utterance. He was a deep, sharp, well-read, high-powered thinker whose easy eloquence, compounded as it was of clarity, simplicity, vividness, and humor, riveted everyone who ever listened to him. And he was a robust saint of the Augustinian and Puritan type, who with unflagging freshness projected the many-sided relationship between God the Creator and the sinners whom he loves and saves through Jesus Christ as the most wonderful and important thing in the world.


  Spurgeon's thirty-eight-year London ministry was one of staggering achievement. As a pastoral evangelist he built and sustained a congregation of over 5,000, bringing more than 14,000 new members into it and sponsoring many church-plants from it in various parts of the city. He was in truth a superb theologian of the older reformed sort. During his lifetime 2,241 of his sermons were published on a weekly basis, and more than a thousand in addition during the next quarter-century, bringing the total sermon circulation up to over 100,000,000 worldwide, including translations into twenty-three different languages. The firm of Passmore and Alabaster (what names they had in those days!) was formed to print his works, and was kept so busy with them that for half a century it published hardly anything else. Altogether, counting in the annual bound volumes of each year's sermons, Spurgeon wrote 135 books and edited twenty-eight more; so the firm had much to cope with. Spurgeon's supreme literary contribution was his seven-volume, 3,000-page exposition of the Psalms, titled The Treasury of David, put together over twenty-one years and published between 1869 and 1883. It has been constantly in print from Spurgeon's day to our own, and is here abridged into two volumes to give it a new lease on life.


  "Every emotion of the renewed heart Godwards finds adequate expression in the Book of Psalms. It has been called the Book of Divine Erotics." So declared Spurgeon's contemporary, the Scottish sage "Rabbi" Duncan, and his statement shows at once what qualities an expositor needs for adequate exposition of these lyrics of praise, celebration, proclamation, and petition. Spurgeon's exposition reflects these qualities; it is enormously rich in devotional content, and as such is a most distinguished addition to the Crossway Classic Commentaries.


  J. I. PACKER









  Preface


  
by


    C.H. Spurgeon



  The delightful study of the Psalms has yielded me boundless profit and evergrowing pleasure; common gratitude constrains me to communicate to others a portion of the benefit, with the prayer that it may induce them to search further for themselves. That I have nothing better of my own to offer upon this peerless book is to me matter of deepest regret; that I have anything whatever to present is subject for devout gratitude to the Lord of grace. I have done my best, but, conscious of many defects, I heartily wish I could have done better.


  The exposition here given is my own. I consulted a few authors before penning it, to aid me in interpretation and arouse my thoughts; but, still I can claim originality for my comments, at least so I honestly think. Whether they are better or worse for that, I know not; at least I know I have sought heavenly guidance while writing them, and therefore I look for a blessing on the printing of them.


  In commenting upon some of them, I have been overwhelmed with awe, and said with Jacob, "How dreadful is this place, it is none other than the house of God." Especially was this the case with Psalm 51; I postponed expounding it week after week, feeling more and more my inability for the work. Often I sat down to it, and rose up again without having penned a line. It is a bush burning with fire yet not consumed, and out of it a voice seemed to cry to me, "Draw not nigh hither, put off thy shoes from off thy feet." The psalm is very human, its cries and sobs are of one born of woman; but it is freighted with an inspiration all divine, as if the great Father were putting words into his child's mouth. Such a psalm may be wept over, absorbed into the soul, and exhaled again in devotion; but, commented on - ah! where is he who having attempted it can do other than blush at his defeat?


  More and more is the conviction forced upon my heart that every man must traverse the territory of the Psalms himself if he would know what a goodly land they are. They flow with milk and honey, but not to strangers; they are only fertile to lovers of their hills and vales. None but the Holy Spirit can give a man the key to the Treasury of David; and even he gives it rather to experience than to study. Happy he who for himself knows the secret of the Psalms.


  Some of them are specially notable, and have, therefore, been expounded and preached upon on all hands, but others remain almost untrodden ground in sacred literature. Where one author writes upon a portion of Scripture, all write, while other passages remain almost untouched. When I have found one sermon upon a passage, it has generally been easy to collect a score upon the same; preachers evidently run so much in ruts that they leave a large portion of the Scriptures without exposition. As most of the commentators upon the Psalms proceed in their work they become slovenly, and appear to write hurriedly and think superficially, either because they grow weary of their huge enterprise, or else because they have said their best things already. The lazy practice of referring to a parallel passage in a former psalm is continually carried out by commentators; or, what is rather worse, the writers fall into the habit of repeating, with scarce a variation of language, that which they have said before.


  Our greatest trouble is occasioned by the fact that the expounders are not impartial, but spend all their love, or at least their energies, upon favorite portions of the sacred volume, passing by other passages with scarcely a remark, as if all Scripture were not equally inspired. Why should so much be written upon Psalm 116 and so little upon 118 ? Here and there is a passage everybody seems to have written or spoken upon, but having passed through these few frequented places we have had to travel along an untrodden road. Of many a text we have had to sigh, "Few there be that find it." We are writing of the Psalms, the best read portion of the Old Testament, and therefore the fact is the more singular. We have thousands of writers, of one kind or another, but they go in flocks, like sheep, traversing only the same texts and passages. For want of a conscientious effort to expound the whole of Scripture, much of it lies as little considered as if it had never been written for our instruction.


  I have been bewildered in the expanse of Psalm 119. Its dimensions and its depth alike overcame me. It spread itself out before me like a vast, rolling prairie, to which I could see no bound, and this alone created a feeling of dismay. It expanse was unbroken by a bluff or headland, and hence it threatened a monotonous task, although the fear has not been realized. This marvelous poem seemed to me a great sea of holy teaching, moving, in its many verses, wave upon wave; altogether without an island of special and remarkable statement to break it up. I confess I hesitated much to launch upon it. Other psalms have been mere lakes, but this is the main ocean. It is a continent of sacred thought, every inch of which is fertile as the garden of the Lord: it is an amazing level of abundance, a mighty stretch of harvest fields. I have now crossed the great plain for myself, but not without persevering, and, I will add, pleasurable, toil. Several great authors have traversed this region and left their tracks behind them, and so far the journey has been all the easier for me; but yet to me and to my helpers it has been no mean feat of patient authorship and research. This great psalm is a book in itself: instead of being one among many psalms, it is worthy to be set forth by itself as a poem of surpassing excellence. Those who have never studied it may pronounce it commonplace, and complain of its repetitions; but to the thoughtful student it is like the great deep, full, so as never to be measured; and varied, so as never to weary the eye. Its depth is as great as its length; it is mystery, not set forth as mystery, but concealed beneath the simplest statements; may I say that it is experience allowed to prattle, to preach, to praise, and to pray like a child-prophet in his own father's house?


  We have desired to complete this work at our best, and not to allow the close of it to exhibit signs of fatigue and decline. We have often sat down to write our comment upon a psalm, and have risen from the task because we did not feel at home at it. It is of no use compelling the mind; its productions in such a case are like forced fruits, disappointing and devoid of flavor. We like to write after the manner of John Bunyan, who said, "As I pulled, it came," and we prefer that the pulling should be as gende as possible. So it has happened that we have lingered for months over a psalm, feeling quite unfit to enter upon it. The grand cosmos of Psalm 104 was not to be dismissed in a few days; even now, after laying our best efforts at its feet, we feel dissatisfied with the poor result. However, we have done our best, and have grappled honestly with all hard places. It must be more useful to give hints for the interpretation of passages which have been neglected than merely to present our readers with what they could easily have found for themselves. Reflecting upon this, we thank God and take courage.


  We cannot but express our sense of the superficiality of the best and most laborious of comments when compared with the bottomless depths of the sacred Word, nor can we refrain from uttering our growing conviction that the Scriptures possess a verbal as well as a plenary inspiration; indeed, we are quite unable to see how they could have the one without the other. So much of the meaning dwells in the turn of an expression, the tense of a verb, or the number of a noun that we believe in the inspiration of the words themselves; certainly the words are the things written, and the only things that can be written - for the refined spirit of a passage is not the creature of pen and ink. "It is written* must of necessity apply to words, for only words are written. Those words which the Holy Spirit teaches are, however, by no means to be regarded as mere words, for besides their office of conserving the inner meaning, as the shell preserves the mystic germ within the egg, they are themselves spirit and life. From all of them we gather quickening, and they breathe fire into our souls.


  May the enlightening Spirit rest upon all students of the Psalms, and grant them to see far more deeply into the hidden meaning of these sacred hymns than we have been enabled to do. We rise from our perusal of each holy passage abashed at our own short-sightedness, and almost overwhelmed at our temerity in having desired to undertake such a work. May he who accep-teth us according to what a man hath, and not according to what he hath not, bless our unworthy labors to his own glory, for Christ's sake.


  I trust that the Holy Spirit has been with me in writing these expositions, and therefore I expect that he will bless them both to the conversion of the unrenewed and to the edification of believers. The writing of this book has been a means of grace to my own heart; I have enjoyed for myself what I have prepared for my readers. The Book of Psalms has been a royal banquet to me, and in feasting upon its contents I have seemed to eat angels' food. It is no wonder that old writers should call it the school of patience, the soul's soliloquies, the little Bible, the anatomy of conscience, the rose garden, the pearl island, and the like. It is the Paradise of devotion, the Holy Land of poesy, the heart of Scripture, the map of experience, and the tongue of saints. Does it not say just what we wished to say? Are not its prayers and praises exactly such as our hearts delight in?


  It is to be feared that the Psalms are by no means so prized as in earlier ages of the Church. Even Councils of the Church have decreed that none should hold ecclesiastical office unless they knew the whole psalter by heart. These sacred hymns express all modes of holy feeling; they are fit both for childhood and old age: they furnish maxims for the entrance of life, and serve as watchwords at the gates of death. The Book of Psalms instructs us in the use of wings as well as words: it sets us both mounting and singing. Often have I ceased my commenting upon the text, that I might rise with the psalm, and gaze upon visions of God. If I may only hope that these volumes will be as useful to other hearts in the readings as to mine in the writing, I shall be well rewarded by the prospect.


  In these busy days, it would be greatly to the spiritual profit of Christians if they were more familiar with the Book of Psalms, in which they would find a complete armory for life's battles, and a perfect supply for life's needs. Here we have both delight and usefulness, consolation and instruction. For every condition there is a psalm, suitable and elevating. The Book supplies the babe in grace with penitent cries, and the perfected saint with triumphant songs. Its breadth of experience stretches from the jaws of hell to the gate of heaven.


  We hope that when the author sleeps with his fathers, the libraries of his brethren will remain enriched, and other minds will be assisted in setting forth the infinite fullness of this incomparable portion of the Word of God.


  C.H. SPURGEON 


  (1834-1892)









  Expositions


  Psalm 1


  1. Blessed. See how this Book of Psalms opens with a benediction, as did the famous Sermon of our Lord on the Mount! The word translated blessed is plural, and it is a controverted matter whether it is an adjective or a substantive. Hence we may learn the multiplicity of the blessings which will rest on those whom God has justified, and the perfection and greatness of the blessedness they will enjoy. We might read it, "Oh, the blessednesses!" and we may well regard it (as Ainsworth does) as a joyful acclamation of the gracious man's felicity. May the like benediction rest on us!


  Here the gracious man is described both negatively (verse 1) and positively (verse 2). He is a man who does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly. He takes wiser counsel, and walks in the commandments of the Lord his God. To him the ways of piety are paths of peace and pleasantness. His footsteps are ordered by the Word of God, and not by the cunning and wicked devices of carnal men. It is a rich sign of inward grace when the outward walk is changed, and when ungodliness is put far from our actions. Note next, he standeth not in the way of sinners. His company is of a choicer sort than it was. Although a sinner himself, he is now a blood-washed sinner, quickened by the Holy Spirit, and renewed in heart. Standing by the rich grace of God in the congregation of the righteous, he dares not herd with the multitude who do evil. Again it is said, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. He finds no rest in the atheist's scoffings. Let others make a mock of sin, of eternity, of hell and heaven, and of the Eternal God; this man has learnt better philosophy than that of the infidel, and has too much sense of God's presence to endure to hear his name blasphemed. The seat of the scorner may be very lofty, but it is very near to the gate of hell; let us flee from it, for it will soon be empty, and destruction will swallow up the man who sits therein. Mark the gradation in the first verse:


        He   walketh not in the co unsel of the ungodly,


        Nor standeth       in the way of           sinners,


        Nor sitteth           in the seat of the    scornful. 


  When people are living in sin they go from bad to wrose. At first they merely walk in the counsel of the careless and ungodly, who forget God - the evil is rather practical than habitual - but after that they become habituated to evil, and they stand in the way of open sinners who willfully violate God's commandments; and if let alone, they go one step further, and become themselves pestilent teachers and tempters of others, and thus they sit in the seat of the scornful. They have taken their degree in vice, and as true Doctors of Damnation they are installed, and are looked up to by others as Masters in Belial. But the blessed man, the man to whom all the blessings of God belong, can hold no communion with such characters as these. He keeps himself pure from these lepers; he puts away evil things from him as garments spotted by the flesh; he comes out from among the wicked, and goes outside the camp, bearing the reproach of Christ. O for grace to be thus separate from sinners.


  2. And now mark his positive character. His delight is the the law of the Lord. He is not under the law as a curse and condemnation, but he is in it, and he delights to be in it as his rule of life; he delights, moreover, to meditate in it, to read it by day and think upon it by night. He takes a text and carries it with him all day long; and in the night-watches, when sleep forsakes his eyelids, he muses upon the Word of God. In the day of his prosperity he sings psalms out of the Word of God, and in the night of his affliction he comforts himself with promises out of the same book. The law of the Lord is the daily bread of the true believer. And yet, in David's day, how small was the volume of inspiration, for they had scarcely anything save the first five books of Moses! How much more, then, should we prize the whole written Word which it is our privilege to have in all our houses! But, alas, what ill-treatment is given to this angel from heaven! We are not all Berean searchers of the Scriptures. How few among us can lay claim to the benediction of the text! Perhaps some of you can claim a sort of negative purity, because you do not walk in the way of the ungodly; but let me ask you - Is your delight in the law of God? Do you study God's Word? Do you make it the man of your right hand - your best companion and hourly guide? If not, this blessing does not belong to you.


  3. And he shall be like a tree planted. Not a wild tree, but one planted, chosen, considered as property, cultivated and secured from the last terrible uprooting (see Matthew 15:13). By the rivers of water. Even if one river should fail, he has another. The rivers of pardon and the rivers of grace, the rivers of the promise and the rivers of communion with Christ, are never-failing sources of supply. That bringeth forth his fruit in his season. Not unseasonable graces, like untimely figs, which are never full-flavored. But the man who delights in God's Word, being taught by it, brings forth patience in the time of suffering, faith in the day of trial, and holy joy in the hour of prosperity. Fruit-fulness is an essential quality of a gracious man, and that fruitfulness should be seasonable. His leaf also shall not wither. His faintest word will be everlasting; his little deeds of love will be remembered. Not only will his fruit be preserved, but his leaf also. He will neither lose his beauty nor his fruitfulness, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. Blessed is the man who has such a promise as this. But we must not always estimate the fulfillment of a promise by our own eye-sight. How often, my brethren, if we judge by feeble sense, may we come to the mournful conclusion of Jacob, "All these things are against me!" For though we know our interest in the promise, yet are we so tried and troubled that sight sees the very reverse of what that promise foretells. But to the eye of faith this word is sure, and by it we perceive that our works are prospered, even when everything seems to go against us. It is not outward prosperity which the Christian most desires and values; it is soul prosperity which he longs for. We often, like Jehoshaphat, make ships go to Tarshish for gold, but they are broken at Ezion-geber; but even here there is a true prospering, for it is often for the soul's health that we should be poor, bereaved, and persecuted. Our worst things are often our best things. As there is a curse wrapped up in the wicked man's mercies, so there is a blessing concealed in the righteous man's crosses, losses, and sorrows. The trials of the saint are a divine husbandry, by which he grows and brings forth abundant fruit.


  4. We have now come to the second head of the psalm. In this verse the contrast of the bad state of the wicked is employed to heighten the coloring of that fair and pleasant picture which precedes it. The more forcible translation of the Latin and Greek versions is, "Not so the ungodly, not so." And we are hereby to understand that whatever good thing is said of the righteous is not true in the case of the ungodly. Oh, how terrible it is to have a double negative put upon the promises! And yet this is just the condition of the ungodly. Mark the use of the term ungodly, for, as we have seen in the opening of the psalm, these are the beginners in evil, and are the least offensive of sinners. Oh, if such is the sad state of those who quietly continue in their morality, and neglect their God, what must be the condition of open sinners and shameless unbelievers? The first sentence is a negative description of the ungodly, and the second is the positive picture. Here is their character- they are like chaff, intrinsically worthless, dead, unserviceable, without substance, and easily carried away. Here, also, mark their doom — the wind driveth away; death will hurry them with its terrible blast into the fire in which they will be utterly consumed.


  5. The ungodly shall not stand in the judgment. They will stand there to be judged, but not to be acquitted. Fear will lay hold upon them there; they will not stand their ground; they will flee away; they will not stand there in their own defense; for they will bush and be covered with eternal contempt.


  Well may the saints long for heaven, for no evil men will dwell there, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. All our congregations on earth are mixed. Every church has one devil in it. The tares grow in the same furrows as the wheat. There is no floor which is as yet thoroughly purged from chaff. Sinners mix with saints, as dross mingles with gold. God's precious diamonds still lie in the same field with pebbles. Righteous Lots are this side of heaven continually vexed by the men of Sodom. Let us rejoice, then, that in "the general assembly and church of the firstborn" above, there shall by no means be admitted a single unrenewed soul. Sinners cannot live in heaven. They would be out of their element. Sooner could a fish live upon a tree than the wicked in Paradise. Heaven would be an intolerable hell to an impenitent man, even if he could be allowed to enter; but such a privilege will never be granted to the man who perseveres in his iniquities. May God grant that we may have a name and a place in his courts above!


  6. The Hebrew puts this verse yet more fully: "The Lord is knowing the way of the righteous." He is constantly looking on their way, and though it may be often in mist and darkness, yet the Lord knows it. If it be in the clouds and tempest of affliction, he understands it. He numbers the hairs of our head; he will not let any evil come to us (see Job 23:10). But the way of the ungodly shall perish. Not only will they perish themselves, but their way will perish too. The righteous carves his name upon the rock, but the wicked writes his remembrance in the sand. The righteous man plows the furrows of earth, and sows a harvest here which will never be fully reaped till he enters the enjoyments of eternity; but as for the wicked, he plows the sea, and though there may seem to be a shining trail beghind his keel, yet the waves will pass over it, and the place that knew him will know him no more forever. The very way of the ungodly will perish. If it exist in remembrance, it will be in the remembrance of the bad; for the Lord will cause the name of the wicked to rot, to become a stench in the nostrils of the good, and to be only known to the wicked themselves by its putridity.


  May the Lord cleanse our hearts and our ways, that we may escape the doom of the ungodly, and enjoy the blessedness of the righteous!


  Psalm 2


  1-3. We have in these verses a description of the hatred of human nature against the Christ of God. No better comment is needed upon it than the apostolic song in Acts 4:27-28.


  1. The psalm begins abruptly with an angry interrogation; and well it may: it is surely little to be wondered at that the sight of creatures in arms against their God should amaze the psalmist's mind. We see the heathen rage, roaring like the sea, tossed to and fro with restless waves, as the ocean in a storm; and then we mark the people in their hearts imagine a vain thing against God. Where there is much rage there is generally some folly, and in this case there is an excess of it. Note that the commotion is not caused by the people only, but their leaders foment the rebellion.


  2. The kings of the earth set themselves. In determined malice they arrayed themselves in opposition against God. It was not temporary rage, but deep-seated hate, for they set themselves resolutely to withstand the Prince of Peace. And the rulers take counsel together. They go about their warfare craftily, not with foolish haste but deliberately. They use all the skill which artifice can give. Like Pharaoh, they cry, "Let us deal wisely with them." O that men were half as careful in God's service to serve him wisely, as his enemies are to attack his kingdom craftily. Sinners have their wits about them, and yet saints are dull. But what say they? What is the meaning of this commotion?


  3. Let us break their bands asunder. "Let us be free to commit all manner of abominations. Let us be our own gods. Let us rid ourselves of all restraint." Gathering impudence by the traitorous proposition of rebellion, they add let us cast away as if it were an easy matter - "let us fling off their cords from us." What! O ye kings, do ye think think yourselves Samsons? Are the bands of Omnipotence like green twigs before you? Do you dream that you will snap to pieces and destroy the mandates of God - the decrees of the Most High -as if they were but threads? And do you say, "Let us cast away their cords from us"? Yes! There are monarchs who have spoken thus, and there are still rebels on thrones. However mad the resolution to revolt from God, it is one in which man has persevered ever since his creation, and he continues in it to this very day. The glorious reign of Jesus in the latter day will not be consummated until a terrible struggle has convulsed the nations. His coming will be as a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap, and the day thereof shall burn as an oven. Earth loves not her rightful monarch, but clings to the usurper's sway: the terrible conflicts of the last days will illustrate both the world's love of sin and Jehovah's power to give the kingdom to his only begotten. To a graceless neck the yoke of Christ is intolerable, but to the saved sinner it is easy and light. We may judge ourselves by this: do we love that yoke, or do we wish to cast it off?


  4. Let us now turn our eyes from the wicked council-chamber and raging tumult of man, to the secret place of the majesty of the Most High. What does God say? What will the King do to those who reject his only-begotten Son, the Heir of all things?


  Mark the quiet dignity of the Omnipotent, and the contempt which he pours on the princes an i their raging people. He has not taken the trouble to rise up and do battle wit l them - he despises them, and therefore laughs at them.


  5. After he has laughed he will speak; he does not need to smite; the breath of his lips is enough. At the moment when their power is at its height, and their fury most violent, then shall his Word go forth against them. And what is it that he says? It is a very galling sentence.


  6. Yet Despite your malice, despite your tumultuous gatherings, despite the wisdom of your counsels, despite the craft of your lawgivers, I have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. Is not that a grand exclamation! He has already done that which the enemy seeks to prevent. While they are proposing, he has disposed the matter. Jehovah's will is done, and man's will frets and raves in vain. God's Anointed is appointed, and shall not be disappointed. Look back through all the ages of infidelity, hearken to the high and hard things which people have spoken against the Most High, listen to the rolling thunder of earth's volleys against the Majesty of heaven, and then think that God is saying all the while, Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. Yet Jesus reigns, yet he sees of the travail of his soul, and "his suffering kingdom shall yet come" when he takes to himself his great power, and reigns from the river to the ends of the earth. Even now he reigns in Zion, and our glad lips sound the praises of the Prince of Peace. Greater conflicts may be here foretold, but we may be confident that victory will be given to our Lord and King. Glorious triumphs are yet to come; hasten them, we pray thee, O Lord! It is Zion's glory and her joy that her King is in her, guarding her from foes and filling her with good things. Jesus sits upon the throne of grace, and the throne of power in the midst of his church. In him is Zion's best safeguard; let her citizens be glad in him.


  7-9. This psalm wears something of a dramatic form, for now another person is introduced as speaking. We have looked into the council-chamber of the wicked, and to the throne of God, and now we behold the Anointed declaring his rights of sovereignty, and warning the traitors of their doom.


  7. God has laughed at the counsel and ravings of the wicked, and now Christ the Anointed himself comes forward, as the Risen Redeemer, "declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead" (Romans 1:4). Looking into the angry faces of the rebellious kings, Christ as the Anointed One seems to say, "If this is not enough to make you silent, I will declare the decree." Now this decree is directly in conflict with the device of man, for its tenor is the establishment of the very dominion against which the nations are raving. Thou art my Son. Here is a noble proof of the glorious divinity of our Immanuel. "For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee?" What a mercy to have a divine Redeemer in whom to rest our confidence! This day have I begotten thee. If this refers to the Godhead of our Lord, let us not attempt to fathom it, for it is a great truth, a truth reverently to be received, but not irreverently to be scanned. It may be added that if this relates to the Begotten One in his human nature, we must here also rejoice in the mystery, but not attempt to violate its sanctity by intrusive prying into the secrets of the Eternal God. The things which are revealed are enough, without venturing into vain speculations. In attempting to define the Trinity, or unveil the essence of Divinity, many have lost themselves: here great ships have foundered. What have we to do in such a sea with our frail skiffs?


  8. Ask of me. It was a custom among great kings to give favored ones whatever they might ask (see Esther 5:6; Matthew 14:7). So Jesus only has to ask, and he will have. Here he declares that his very enemies are his inheritance. To their face he declares this decree, and "Lo! here," cries the Anointed One, as he holds aloft in that once pierced hand the scepter of his power, "He has given me this, not only the right to be a king, but the power to conquer." Yes! Jehovah has given to his Anointed a rod of iron with which he will break rebellious nations in pieces, and, despite their imperial strength, they will be but as potters' vessels, esaily dashed into shivers, when the rod of iron is in the hand of the omnipotent Son of God. Those who will not bend must break. Potters' vessels are not to be restored if dashed in pieces, and the ruin of sinners will be hopeless if Jesus smites them.


  10-12. The scene again changes, and counsel is given to those who have taken counsel to rebel. They are exhorted to obey, and give the kiss of homage and affection to him whom they have hated.


  10. Be wise. It is always wise to be willing to be instructed, especially when such instruction tends to the salvation of the soul. Now therefore. Delay no longer, but let good reason weigh with you. Your warfare cannot succeed; therefore desist and yield cheerfully to him who will make you bow if you refuse his yoke. How infinitely wise is obedience to Jesus, and how dreadful is the folly of those who continue to be his enemies!


  11. Serve the Lord with fear. Let reverence and humility be mingled with your service. He is a great God, and you are but puny creatures; bend, therefore, in lowly worship, and let a filial fear mingle with all your obedience to the great Father of the ages. Rejoice with trembling. There must ever be a holy fear mixed with the Christian's joy. This is a sacred compound, yielding a sweet smell, and we must see to it that we burn no other upon the altar. Fear, without joy, is torment; and joy, without holy fear, would be presumption. Mark the solemn argument for reconciliation and obedience.


  12. It is an awful thing to perish in the midst of sin, in the very way of rebellion ; and yet how easily could his wrath destroy us suddenly. His anger does not need to be heated seven times hotter; let the fuel kindle but a little, and we are consumed. O sinner! Take heed of the terrors of the Lord, for "our God is a consuming fire." Note the doxology with which the psalm closes: Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. Have we a share in this blessedness? Do we trust in him? Our faith may be slender as a spider's thread; but if it be real, we are in our measure blessed. The more we trust, the more fully will we know this blessedness. We may therefore close the psalm with the prayer of the apostles: "Lord, increase our faith."


  The first psalm was a contrast between the righteous man and the sinner; the second psalm is a contrast between the tumultuous disobedience of the ungodly world and the sure exaltation of the righteous Son of God. In the first psalm, we saw the wicked driven away like chaff; in the second psalm, we see them broken in pieces like a potter's vessel. In the first psalm, we beheld the righteous like a tree planted by the rivers of water; and here, we contemplate Christ, the Covenant Head of the righteous, made better than a tree planted by the rivers of water, for he is made king of all the islands, and all the heathen bow before him and kiss the dust; while he himself gives a blessing to all those who put their trust in him. The two psalms are worthy of the very deepest attention; they are, in fact, the preface to the entire Book of Psalms, and were by some of the ancients joined into one. They are, however, two psalms; for Paul speaks of this as the second psalm (Acts 13:33). The first shows us the character and lot of the righteous; and the next teaches us that the psalms are Messianic, and speak of Christ the Messiah - the Prince who will reign from the river unto the ends of the earth. That they both have a far-reaching prophetic outlook we are well assured, but we do not feel competent to open up that matter, and must leave it to abler hands.


  Psalm 3


  1-2. The poor broken-hearted father complains of the multitude of his enemies; and if you turn to 2 Samuel 15:12, you will find it written that "the conspiracy was strong; for the people increased continually with Absalom," while the troops of David constantly diminished!


  1. Lord, how are they increased that trouble mel. Here is a note of exclamation to express the wonder of woe which amazed and perplexed the fugitive father. Alas, I see no limit to my misery, for my troubles are enlarged! There was enough at first to sink me very low; but lo, my enemies multiply! When Absalom, my darling, is in rebellion against me, it is enough to break my heart; but, lo, Ahithophel has forsaken me, my faithful counselors have turned their backsonme!Lo, my generals and soldiers have deserted my standard! How are they increased that trouble me. Troubles always come in flocks. Sorrow has a numerous family. Many are they that rise up against me. Their hosts are far superior to mine! Their numbers are too great for me to count!


  Let us here recall to our memory the innumerable hosts which beset our divine Redeemer. The legions of our sins, the armies of fiends, the crowd of bodily pains, the host of spiritual sorrows, and all the allies of death and hell set themselves in battle against the Son of Man. O how precious to know and believe that he has routed their hosts, and trodden them down in his anger! Those who would have troubled us he has removed into captivity, and those who would have risen up against us he has laid low. The dragon lost his sting when he dashed it into the soul of Jesus.


  2. David complains before his loving God of the worst weapon of his enemies' attacks, and the bitterest drop of his distresses. Some of his distrustful friends said this sorrowfully, but his enemies exultingly boasted of it, and longed to see their words proved by his total destruction. This was the unkind-est cut of all, when they declared that his God had forsaken him. Yet David knew in his own conscience that he had given them some ground for this exclamation, for he had committed sin against God in the very light of day. Then they flung his crime with Bathsheba into his face, and they said, "Go up, thou bloody man; God hath forsaken thee and left thee." Shimei cursed him, and swore at him to his very face, for he was bold because of his backers, since multitudes of the men of Belial thought of David in like fashion. Doubtless, David felt this infernal suggestion to be staggering to his faith. If all the trials which come from heaven, all the temptations which ascend from hell, and all the crosses which arise from earth, could be mixed and pressed together, they would not make a trial so terrible as that which is contained in this verse. It is the most bitter of all afflictions to be led to fear that there is no help for us in God. And yet remember our most blessed Saviour had to endure this in the deepest degree when he cried, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" He knew full well what it was to walk in darkness and to see no light. This was the wormwood mixed with the gall. To be deserted by his Father was worse than to be the despised of men. Surely we should love him who suffered this bitterest of temptations and trials for our sake. It will be a delightful and instructive exercise for the loving heart to mark the Lord in his agonies as here portrayed, for there is here, and in very many other psalms, far more of David's Lord than of David himself. Selah. The precise meaning is not known. Some think it simply a rest, a pause in the music; others say it means " Lift up the strain - sing more loudly," "Pitch the tune in a higher key - there is nobler matter to come, therefore retune your harps." Harp-strings soon get out of order and need to be screwed up again to their proper tightness, and certainly our heartstrings are evermore getting out of tune. At least, we may learn that wherever we see "Selah," we should look upon it as a note of observation. Let us read the passage which precedes and succeeds it with greater earnestness, for surely there is always something excellent where we are required to rest and pause and meditate, or when we are required to lift up our hearts in grateful song.


  3-4. Here David avows his confidence in God.


  3. Shield. The word in the original means more than a shield; it means a buckler round about, a protection which surrounds a man entirely, a shield above, beneath, around, without and within. What a shield God is for his people! He wards off the fiery darts of Satan from beneath, and the storms of trials from above, while at the same instant he speaks peace to the tempest within. My glory. David knew that though he was driven from his capital in contempt and scorn, he would yet return in triumph, and by faith he looks upon God as honoring and glorifying him. O for grace to see our future glory amid present shame! Indeed, there is a present glory in our afflictions, if we could but discern it; for it is no mean thing to have fellowship with Christ in his sufferings. David was honored when he made the ascent of Olivet, weeping, with his head covered; for he was in all this made like his Lord. May we learn, in this respect, to glory in tribulation also! And the lifter up of mine head. Thou shalt yet exalt me. Though I hang my head in sorrow, I shall very soon lift it up in joy and thanksgiving.


  What a divine trio of mercies is contained in this verse! Defense for the defenseless, glory for the despised, and joy for the comfortless. Truly we may well say, "There is none like the God of Jeshurun."


  4. I cried unot the Lord with my voice. Why does he say with my voice?


  Surely, silent prayers are heard? Yes, but good men often find that, even in secret, they pray better aloud than they do when they utter no vocal sound. Perhaps, moreover, David would think thus: "My cruel enemies clamor against me; they lift up their voices, and behold, I lift up mine, and my cry out-soars them all. They clamor, but the cry of my voice in great distress pierces the very skies, and is louder and stronger than all their tumult; for there is one in the sanctuary who hears me from the seventh heaven, and he has heard me out of his holy hill." Answers to prayers are sweet cordials for the soul. We need not fear a frowning world while we rejoice in a prayer-hearing God.


  Here is another Selah. Rest awhile, tried believer, and change the strain to a softer air.


  5. Laid me down. David's faith enabled him to lie down; anxiety would certainly have kept him on tiptoe, watching for an enemy. And slept. Yes, he was able to sleep, in the midst of trouble, surrounded by foes. "So he giveth his beloved sleep." There is a sleep of presumption; God deliver us from it! There is a sleep of holy confidence; God help us so to close our eyes! But David says he awaked also. Some sleep the sleep of death; but he, though exposed to many enemies, reclined his head on the bosom of his God, slept happily beneath the wing of Providence in sweet security, and then awoke in safety, for the Lord sustained me. The sweet influence of the Pleiades of promise shone upon the sleeper, and he awoke conscious that the Lord had preserved him. An excellent divine has well remarked, "This quietude of a man's heart by faith in God is a higher sort of work than the natural resolution of manly courage, for it is the gracious operation of God's Holy Spirit upholding a man above nature, and therefore the Lord must have all the glory of it."


  6. Buckling on his harness for the day's battle, our hero sings. Note that he does not attempt to underestimate the number or wisdom of his enemies. He reckons them at tens of thousands, and he views them as cunning huntsmen chasing him with cruel skill. Yet he trembles not, but looking his foe in the face he is ready for battle. There may be no way of escape; they may hem me in as the deer are surrounded by a circle of hunters; they may surround me on every side, but in the name of God I will dash through them; or, if I remain in the midst of them, they will not hurt me; I shall be free in my very prison.


  But David is too wise to venture to the battle without prayer; he therefore betakes himself to his knees, and cries aloud to Jehovah.


  7. His only hope is in his God, but that is so strong a confidence that he feels the Lord has but to arise and he is saved. It is enough for the Lord to stand up, and all is well. He compares his enemies to wild beasts, and he declares that God has broken their jaws, so that they could not injure him: thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly. Or else he alludes to the special temptations to which he was then exposed. They had spoken against him; God, therefore, has smitten them upon the cheek bone. They seemed as if they would devour him with their mouths; God has broken their teeth, and let them say what they will, their toothless jaws will not be able to devour him. Rejoice, O believer: you have to do with a dragon whose head is broken, and with enemies whose teeth are dashed from their jaws!


  8. This verse contains the sum and substance of Calvinistic doctrine. Search Scripture through, and you must, if you read it with a candid mind, be persuaded that the doctrine of salvation by grace alone is the great doctrine of the Word of God: Salvation belongeth unto the Lord. This is a point concerning which we are daily fighting. Our opponents say,"Salvation belongs to the free will of man; if not to man's merit, yet at least to man's will." But we hold and teach that salvation from first to last, in every iota of it, belongs to the Most High God. It is God that chooses his people. He calls them by his grace; he brings them life by his Spirit, and keeps them by his power. It is not of man, neither by man (Romans 9:16). May we all learn this truth in our own experience, for our proud flesh and blood will never permit us to learn it in any other way. In the last sentence the peculiarity and speciality of salvation are plainly stated: thy blessing is upon thy people. Neither upon Egypt, nor upon Tyre, nor upon Nineveh; thy blessing is upon thy chosen, thy blood-bought, thine everlastingly-beloved people. Selah: lift up your hearts, and pause, and meditate upon this doctrine. "Thy blessing is upon thy people." Divine, discriminating, distinguishing, eternal, infinite, immutable love is a subject for constant adoration. Pause, my soul, at this Selah, and consider your own interest in the salvation of God; and if by humble faith you are enabled to see Jesus as yours by his own free gift of himself to you, if this greatest of all blessings is upon you, rise and sing "Hallelujah!"


  Psalm 4


  1. This is another instance of David's common habit of pleading past mercies as a ground for present favor. Here he reviews his Ebenezers and takes comfort from them. God does nothing by halves, and he will never cease to help us until we cease to need. Observe that David speaks first to God and then to men. Surely we would all speak the more boldly to men if we had more constant converse with God. God of my righteousness. This name by which the Lord is addressed is not used in any other part of Scripture. It means, "You are the author, the witness, the maintainer, the judge, and the rewarder of my righteousness; to you I appeal from the calumnies and harsh judgments of men." Here is wisdom; let us imitate it and always take our case, not to the petty courts of human opinion, but into the superior court of heaven. Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress. A figure taken from an army hard pressed by the surrounding enemy. God has broken the barriers and set me in a large place. Or we may understand it thus:" God has enlarged my heart with joy and comfort when I was like a man imprisoned by grief and sorrow." God is a never-failing comforter. Have mercy upon me. Though you may justly permit my enemies to destroy me, on account of my many and great sins, yet I flee to your mercy, and I beseech you to hear my prayer, and bring your servant out of his troubles. The best of men need mercy as truly as the worst of men.


  2. In this second part of the psalm we are led from the closet of prayer into the field of conflict. Note the undaunted courage of the man of God. He admits that his enemies are great men (for such is the import of the Hebrew words translated sons of men), but still he believes them to be foolish men, and therefore chides them, as though they were but children. He tells them that they love vanity, and seek after leasing, that is, lying, empty fancies, vain conceits, wicked fabrications. He asks them how long they mean to make his honor a jest, and his fame a mockery. Had not repeated disappointments convinced them that the Lord's anointed was not to be overcome by all their calumnies? Did they mean to jest their souls into hell? In the contemplation of their perverse continuance in their vain and lying pursuits, the psalmist solemnly pauses and inserts a Selah. Surely we too may stop awhile, and meditate upon the deep-seated folly of the wicked, their continuance in evil, and their sure destruction; and we may learn to admire that grace which has made us to differ, and taught us to love truth, and seek after righteousness.


  3. But know. Fools will not learn, and therefore must again and again be told the same thing, especially when it is such a bitter truth, namely, the fact that the godly are the chosen of God and are, by distinguishing grace, set apart from men. Election is a doctrine which unrenewed people cannot endure, but nevertheless, it is a glorious and well-attested truth, and one which should comfort the tempted believer - the guarantee of complete salvation, and an argument for success at the throne of grace. He who chose us for himself will surely hear our prayers. The Lord's elect will not be condemned, nor shall their cry be unheard. David was king by divine decree, and we are the Lord's people in the same manner; let us tell our enemies that they fight against God and destiny when they strive to overthrow our souls. When you are on your knees, the fact of your being set apart as God's own particular treasure should give you courage and inspire you with fervency and faith (see Luke 18:7). Since he chose to love us, he cannot but choose to hear us.


  4. Stand in awe, and sin not. How many reverse this and sin but do not tremble! O that men would take the advice of this verse and commune with their own hearts. Surely thoughtlessness must be one reason why people are so mad as to despise Christ and hate their own mercies. Oh that for once their passions would be quiet and let them be still, that so in solemn silence they might review the past, and meditate on their inevitable doom. Surely a thinking person might have enough sense to see the vanity of sin and the worthlessness of the world. Stop, rash sinner, before taking the last step; go to your bed and think about your ways. Selah.


  5. Provided that the rebels had obeyed the voice of the last verse, they would now be crying, "What shall we do to be saved?" And in the present verse, they are pointed to the sacrifice, and exhorted to trust in the Lord. When the Jew offered sacrifice in a spiritual manner, he set forth the Redeemer, the great sin-atoning Lamb; there is, therefore, the full gospel in this exhortation of the psalmist. O sinners, flee to the sacrifice of Calvary, and there put your whole confidence and trust, for he who died for men is the Lord Jehovah.


  6. In the third part of the psalm the faith of the afflicted one finds utterance in sweet expressions of contentment and peace.


  There were many, even among David's own followers, who wanted to see rather than to believe. Alas, this is the tendency of us all. Even the regenerate sometimes groan after prosperity, and are sad when darkness covers all good from view. As for worldlings, this is their unceasing cry: Who will show us any good? Never satisfied, their empty hearts are ready to drink in any fine delusion which impostors may invent; and when these fail, they soon yield to despair, and declare that there is no good thing in either heaven or earth. The true believer is a man of a very different mold. His face is not downward like the beasts', but upward like the angels'. The light of God's countenance is enough for him. This is his riches, his honor, his health, his ambition, his ease. Give him this, and he will ask no more. Oh, for more of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, that our fellowship with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ may be constant!


  7. "It is better," said someone, "to feel God's favor one hour in our repenting souls, than to sit whole ages under the warmest sunshine that this world affords." Christ in the heart is better than corn in the barn, or wine in the vat. Corn and wine are but fruits of the world, but the light of God's countenance is the ripe fruit of heaven. This verse is the saying of the righteous man, in opposition to the saying of the many. How quickly the tongue betrays the character! Let us, then, weigh and watch our words, lest our speech should prove us to be foreigners, and aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.


  8. Sweet evening hymn! I will not sit up to watch through fear, but I will lay me down; and then I will not lie awake listening to every rustling sound, but I will lie down in peace, and sleep, for I have nothing to fear. He who has the wings of God above him needs no other curtain. Only means that God alone was his keeper; though alone, without human help, he was in good keeping, for he was "alone with God." A quiet conscience is a good bedfellow. They slumber sweetly whom faith rocks to sleep.


  O Lord, give us this calm repose on thee, that like David we may lie down in peace, and sleep each night while we live; and joyfully lie down in the appointed time, to sleep in death, to rest in God!


  Psalm 5


  1. There are two sorts of prayer - those expressed in words, and the un-uttered longings which abide as silent meditations. Words are not the essence but the garments of prayer. Moses at the Red Sea cried to God, though he said nothing. Yet the use of language may prevent distraction of mind, assist the powers of the soul, and excite devotion. David uses both modes of prayer, and craves for the one a hearing, and for the other a consideration: if I have asked what is right, give it to me; if I have omitted to ask what I most needed, fill up the vacancy in my prayer; consider it as presented through my all-glorious Mediator, then regard it in thy wisdom, judge my sincerity and the true state of my needs, and answer me in due time for thy mercies' sake! There may be prevailing intercession where there are no words, and words where there is no true supplication. Let us cultivate the spirit of prayer which is even better than the habit of prayer. We should begin to pray before we kneel down, and we should not cease when we rise up.


  2. The voice of my cry. Weeping (compare Psalm 6:8) has a voice-a melting, plaintive tone, an ear-piercing shrillness, which reaches the very heart of God: and crying has a voice - a soul-moving eloquence; coming from our heart it reaches God's heart. Sometimes we cannot put our prayers into words: they are nothing but a cry: but the Lord can comprehend the meaning. To a loving father his children's cries are music, and have a magic influence his heart cannot resist. My King, and my God: These litde pronouns, "my King, and my God," are the pith and marrow of the plea. Here is a grand argument why God should answer prayer—because he is our King and our God. We are not aliens to him: he is the King of our country. He is our God by covenant, by promise, by oath, by blood. For unto thee will I pray. Here David expresses his declaration that he will seek God, and God alone. God is to be the only object of worship, the only resource of our soul in times of need. Will I. David makes a resolution that as long as he lived he would pray, even though the answer might not come.


  3. My voice shalt thou hear. This is not so much a prayer as a resolution: "My voice shalt thou hear; I will not be dumb, I will cry to thee, for the fire that dwells within compels me to pray." We can sooner die than live without prayer. In the morning. This is the fittest time for conversation with God. An hour in the morning is worth two in the evening. Prayer should be the key of the day and the lock of the night. I direct my prayer unto thee. In the figure of an archer, I will put my prayer upon the bow, I will direct it towards heaven, and then when I have shot my arrow I will look up to see where it has gone. But the Hebrew has a still fuller meaning than this. The word for direct is used for laying in order the wood and the pieces of the victim on the altar, and it is used also for putting the shewbread on the table. "I will arrange my prayer before thee, I will lay it out on the altar just as the priest lays out the morning sacrifice"; I will call up all my powers and bid them stand in their proper places, that I may pray with all my might, and pray acceptably. And will look up. The Hebrew might better be translated, "'I will look out' for the answer; after I have prayed, I will expect that the blessing will come." It is a word that is used in another place of those who watched for the morning.


  Do we not miss very much of the sweetness and efficacy of prayer by lack of careful meditation before it and of hopeful expectation after it? We too often rush into the presence of God without forethought or humility. We should be careful to keep the stream of meditation always running, for this is the water to drive the mill of prayer. Prayer without preparation is hawking with a blind falcon. Prayer is the work of the Holy Spirit, but he works by means. The Holy Spirit is the author of prayer, but he employs the thoughts of a fervent soul as the gold with which to fashion the vessel. Let not our prayers and praises be the flashes of a hot and hasty brain, but the steady burning of a well-kindled fire.


  Furthermore, we forget to watch for the result of our prayers. We sow the seed and are too ideal to seek a harvest. Let holy preparation link hands with patient expectation, and we shall have far larger answers to our prayers.


  4-6. And now the psalmist having expressed his resolution to pray, you hear him putting up his prayer. He is pleading against his cruel and wicked enemies. He uses a most mighty argument. He begs of God to put them away from him because they were displeasing to God himself. "Thou hatest evil: Lord, I beseech thee, deliver me from it." Let us learn the solemn truth of the hatred which a righteous God must bear towards sin.


  4. He has no pleasure in wickedness, however wittily, grandly, and proudly it may array itself. Men may bow before successful villainy, and forget the wickedness of the battle in the gaudiness of the triumph, but the Lord of Holiness is not as we are: neither shall evil dwell with thee. Neither on earth nor in heaven shall evil share the mansion of God. Christ will not live in the parlor of our hearts if we entertain the devil in the cellar of our thoughts.


  5. The foolish shall not stand in thy sight. Sinners are fools written large. A little sin is a great folly, and the greatest of all folly is great sin. Such sinful fools as these must be banished from the court of heaven. Earthly kings used to have fools in their trains, but the only wise God will have no fools in his palace above. Thou hatest all workers of iniquity. It is not a little dislike, but a thorough hatred which God bears to workers of iniquity. To be hated by God is an awful thing. Let us be very faithful in warning the wicked around us, for it will be a terrible thing for them to fall into the hands of an angry God!


  6. Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing. Evil speakers must be punished as well as evil workers. A man may lie without danger of the law of man, but he will not escape the law of God. The Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful man. Bloody men will be made drunk with their own blood, and those who began by deceiving others will end by being deceived themselves.


  How forcible is the word abhor! Does it not show us how powerful and deep-seated is the hatred of the Lord against the workers of iniquity?


  7. With this verse the first part of the psalm ends. The psalmist has bent his knee in prayer: he has described before God, as an argument for his deliverance, the character and fate of the wicked; and now he contrasts this with the condition of the righteous. But as for me, I will come into thy house. I will not stand at a distance, I will come into thy sanctuary, just as a child comes into his father's house. But I will not come there by my own merits; no, I have a multitude of sins, and therefore I will come in the multitude of thy mercy. I will approach thee with confidence because of thy immeasurable grace. God's judgments are all numbered, but his mercies are innumerable. And in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple - the temple of thy holiness. The temple was not built on earth at that time; it was but a tabernacle; but David used to turn his eyes spiritually to that temple of God's holiness where between the wings of the cherubim Jehovah dwells in light ineffable. Daniel opened his window towards Jerusalem, but we open our hearts towards heaven.


  8. Now we come to the second part, in which the psalmist repeats his arguments, and goes over the same ground again. Lead me, O LORD. As a little child is led by his father, as a blind man is guided by his friend. It is safe and pleasant walking when God leads the way. In thy righteousness. Not in my righteousness, for that is imperfect, but thou art righteousness itself. Make thy way, not my way, straight before my face. When we have learned to give up our own way, and long to walk in God's way, it is a happy sign of grace; and it is no small mercy to see the way of God with clear vision straight before our face. Errors about duty may lead us into a sea of sins, before we know where we are.


  9. This description of depraved man has been copied by the apostle Paul (Romans 2), together with some other quotations, as an accurate description of the whole human race, not of David's enemies only. An open sepulchre. A sepulchre is full of loathsomeness, pestilence and death, and an open sepulchre has all its evil gases issuing to spread death and destruction all around. So with the throat of the wicked, it would be a great mercy if it could always be closed. All the wickedness of their heart exhales. How dangerous is an open sepulchre; men in their journeys might easily stumble therein, and find themselves among the dead. Take heed of the wicked man, for there is nothing that he will not say to you; he will long to destroy your character, and bury you in the hideous sepulchre of his own wicked throat. One sweet thought here, however: there will be a resurrection not only of bodies, but characters. This should be a great comfort to a man who has been abused and slandered (see Matthew 13:43). The world may think you vile, but if you have been upright, in the day when the graves give up their dead, this open sepulchre of the sinner's throat will be compelled to give up your heavenly character, and you will be honored in the sight of men. They flatter with their tongue. A smooth tongue is a great evil; there are human anteaters that with their long tongues covered with oily words entice the unwary and make their gain thereby.


  10. Against thee. Not against me. If they were my enemies I would forgive them, but I cannot forgive thine. We are to forgive our enemies, but God's enemies it is not in our power to forgive. These expressions have often been noted by people of over-refinement as being harsh. Let us remember that they might be translated as prophesies, not as wishes; but we do not care to avail ourselves of this method of escape. We have never heard of a reader of the Bible who, after perusing these passages, was made revengeful by reading them, and it is only fair to test the nature of a writing by its effects. The psalmist here speaks as a judge, as God's mouth. The most shameful way of cursing another is by pretending to bless him. David's words are intended to be a blessing by warning the sinner of the impending curse. Impenitent man, all your godly friends will give their solemn assent to the awful sentence of the Lord, which he will pronounce upon you on the day of doom!


  11. Joy is the privilege of the believer. When sinners are destroyed our rejoicing will be full. They laugh first and weep ever after; we weep now, but shall rejoice eternally. This holy bliss of ours has a firm foundation, for we are joyful in thee. We love God, and therefore we delight in him.


  12. Jehovah has ordained his people the heirs of blessedness, and nothing will rob them of their inheritance. With all the fullness of his power he will bless them, and all his attributes will unite to fill them with divine contentment. It is a promise of infinite length, unbounded breadth and unutterable precious-ness. With favor wilt thou compass him as with a shield. There were vast shields used by the ancients as extensive as a man's whole person, surrounding him entirely. According to Ainsworth there is here also the idea of being crowned, so that we wear a royal helmet, which is at once our glory and defense.


  Psalm 6


  1. Rebuke me not. The Psalmist is very conscious that he deserves rebuke; he feels, moreover, that in some form or other it must come upon him, if not for condemnation, yet for conviction and sanctification. He does not ask that it may be totally withheld, for he might thus lose a blessing in disguise: if thou remindest me of my sin, it is good; but, oh, remind me not of it as one incensed against me, lest thy servant's heart sink in despair (compare Jeremiah 10:24).


  2. Though I deserve destruction, yet let thy mercy pity my frailty. This is the right way to plead with God if we would prevail. Urge not your goodness or your greatness, but plead your sin and your littleness. Cry, "I am weak, therefore, O Lord, give me strength and crush me not." A sense of sin had so spoiled the psalmist's pride, so taken away his vaunted strength, that he found himself weak to obey the law, weak through the sorrow that was in him, too weak, perhaps, to lay hold on the promise. The original may be read, "I am one who droops," or withered like a blighted plant. Heal me, for my bones are vexed. Here he prays for healing, not merely for the mitigation of the ills he endured, but their entire removal, and the curing of the wounds which had arisen therefrom. His bones were "shaken," as the Hebrew has it. When the soul has a sense of sin, it is enough to make the bones shake.


  3. My soul is also sore vexed. Lest we should imagine that it was merely bodily sickness - although bodily sickness might be the outward sign - the psalmist goes on to say, My soul is also sore vexed. Soul-trouble is the very soul of trouble. It matters not that the bones shake if the soul be firm, but when the soul itself is also sore vexed this is agony indeed.


  But thou, O LORD, how long? This verse ends abruptly, for words failed, and grief drowned the little comfort which dawned upon him. The psalmist had still, however, some hope; but that hope was only in his God. The coming of Christ coming into the soul in his priestly robes of grace is the hope of the penitent soul.


  Calvin's favorite expression was, "O Lord, how long?" Nor could his sharpest pains, during a life of anguish, force from him any other word. Surely this is the cry of the saints under the altar, and should be the cry of the saints waiting for the millennial glories. Those of us who have passed through conviction of sin knew what it was to count our minutes hours, and our hours years, while mercy delayed its coming. We watched for the dawn of grace, as they that watch for the morning.


  4. As God's absence was the main cause of his misery, so his return would be enough to deliver him from his trouble. He knows where to look, and what arm to lay hold upon. He does not lay hold on God's left hand of justice, but on his right hand of mercy.


  Observe how frequendy David here pleads the name of Jehovah, which is always intended where the word Lord is given in capitals. Five times in four verses we here meet with it. Is not this a proof that the glorious name is full of consolation to the tempted saint? Eternity, Infinity, Immutability, Self-existence, are all in the name Jehovah, and all are full of comfort.


  5. David was in great fear of temporal death, and perhaps eternal death. The following verse is full of power. Churchyards are silent places. "If thou wilt spare me I will praise thee. If I die, then must my mortal praise at least be suspended; and if I perish in hell, then thou wilt never have any thanksgiving from me. True, thou wilt doubdess be glorified, even in my eternal condemnation, but then, O Lord, I cannot glorify thee voluntarily; and among the sons of men, there will be one heart the less to bless thee." Poor trembling sinners, may the Lord help you to use this forcible argument! It is for God's glory that a sinner should be saved. When we seek pardon, we are not asking God to stain his banner. He delights in mercy. When he gives mercy, he glorifies himself.


  6-7. I am weary with my groaning. The psalmist had groaned till his throat was hoarse. God's people may groan, but they may not grumble. Yes, they must groan, being burdened, or they will never shout in the day of deliverance. The next sentence, we think, is not accurately translated. It should be, "I shall make my bed to swim every night" (when nature needs rest, and when I am most alone with my God). That is to say, my grief is fearful even now, but if God does not soon save me it will not stay of itself, but will increase, until my tears are so many that my bed itself swims. A description rather of what he feared would be, than of what had actually taken place. May not our forebodings of future woe become arguments which faith may urge when seeking present mercy? As an old man's eye grows dim with years, so says David, my eye is grown red and feeble through weeping. Conviction sometimes has such an effect upon the body that even the outward organs are made to suffer. It is no light matter to feel oneself a sinner, condemned at the bar of God.


  8. You must have your times of weeping, but let them be short. Get up from your dunghills! Cast aside your sackcloth and ashes!


  David has found peace, and rising from his knees he begins to sweep his house of the wicked. Repentance is a practical thing. It is not enough to bemoan the desecration of the temple of the heart; we must scourge out the buyers and sellers, and overturn the tables of the money changers. A pardoned sinner will hate the sins which cost the Saviour his blood. Grace and sin are quarrelsome neighbors, and one or the other must go to the wall. For the Lord hath heard the voice of my weeping. What a fine Hebraism, and what grand poetry it is in English! Is there a voice in weeping? In what language does it utter its meaning? Why, in that universal tongue which is known and understood in all the earth, and even in heaven above. Weeping is the eloquence of sorrow. It is an unstammering orator, needing no interpreter, but understood of all. Is it not sweet to believe that our tears are understood even when words fail? Let us learn to think of tears as liquid prayers, and of weeping as a constant dropping of importunate intercession which will wear its way right surely into the very heart of mercy, despite the stony difficulties which obstruct the way. My God, I will weep when I cannot plead, for thou hearest the voice of my weeping.


  9. The Holy Spirit had wrought into the psalmist's mind the confidence that his prayer was heard. This is frequently the privilege of the saints. Praying the prayer of faith, they are often infallibly assured that they have prevailed with God. We read of Luther that, having on one occasion wrestled hard with God in prayer, he came leaping out of his room crying, "We have conquered, we have prevailed with God." Assured confidence is no idle dream, for when the Holy Spirit bestows it upon us, we know its reality. Here is past experience used for future encouragement. He hath, he will.


  10. This is rather a prophesy than an imprecation. Death's day is doom's day, and both are sure and may be sudden. We pray for our enemies, not against them. God have mercy on them, and bring them into the right way.


  Thus the psalm, like those which precede it, shows the different states of the godly and the wicked.


  Psalm 7


  1. David appears before God to plead with him against the Accuser, who had charged him with treason and treachery. The case is here opened with an avowal of confidence in God. Whatever may be the emergency of our condition we shall never find it amiss to retain our reliance upon God. O LORD my God. Mine by a special covenant, sealed by Jesus' blood, and ratified in my own soul by a sense of union to thee; in thee, and in thee only, do I put my trust, even now in my sore distress. I shake, but my rock moves not. And now, with both divine relationship and holy trust to strengthen him, David utters the burden of his desire - save me from all that persecute me. His pursuers were very many, and any one of them cruel enough to devour him; he cries, therefore, for salvation from them all. We should never think our prayers complete until we ask for preservation from all sin, and all enemies. And deliver me. Acquit me of their accusations, give a just deliverance in this trial of my injured character. His case is clearly stated: let us see to it that we know what we want when we come to the throne of mercy. Pause a litde while before you pray, that you may not offer the sacrifice of fools. Get a distinct idea of your need, and then you can pray with more fluency of fervency.


  2. Lest he tear my soul. Here is the plea of fear coworking with the plea of faith. There was one among David's foes mightier than the rest, who had both dignity, strength, and ferocity, and was, therefore, like a lion. From this foe he urgendy seeks deliverance. Perhaps this was Saul, his royal enemy; but in our own case there is one who goes about like a lion, seeking whom he may devour, concerning whom we should ever cry, "Deliver us from the Evil One." This is a picture from the shepherd-life of David. When the fierce lion had pounced upon the defenseless lamb, he would devour him, because no shepherd was near to protect the lamb. This is a soul-moving portrait of a saint delivered over to the will of Satan. This will make Jehovah yearn. A father cannot be silent when a child is in such peril. No, he will not endure the thought of his darling in the jaws of a lion; he will arise and deliver his persecuted one. It will be well for us here to remember that this is a description of the danger to which the psalmist was exposed from slanderous tongues. This is not an overdrawn picture, for slander leaves a slur, even if it be wholly disproved. It is a meanness most detestable to stab a good man in his reputation, but diabolical hatred observes no nobility in its mode of warfare. We must be ready for this trial, for it will surely come upon us.


  3-5. The second part of this wandering hymn contains a protestation of innocence, and an invocation of wrath upon his own head, if he were not clear from the evil imputed to him. So far from hiding treasonable intentions in his hands, or ungratefully requiting the peaceful deeds of a friend, he had even suffered his enemy to escape when he had him completely in his power. Twice he had spared Saul's life; once in the cave of Adullam, and again when he found him sleeping in the midst of his slumbering camp; he could, therefore, with a clear conscience, make his appeal to heaven. He needs not fear the curse whose soul is clear of guilt. Yet the imprecation is a most solemn one, and only justifiable through the extremity of the occasion, and the nature of the dispensation under which the psalmist lived. We are commanded by our Lord Jesus to let our yea be yea, and our nay, nay; if we cannot be believed on our word, we are surely not to be trusted on our oath. Especially beware of trifling with solemn imprecations. David enhances the solemnity of this appeal to the dread tribunal of God by the use of the usual Selah.


  From these verses we may learn that no innocence can shield a man from the calumnies of the wicked. David had been scrupulously careful to avoid any appearance of rebellion against Saul, whom he constantly styled "the Lord's anointed"; but all this could not protect him from lying tongues. As the shadow follows the substance, so envy pursues goodness. It is only at the tree laden with fruit that men throw stones. If we would live without being slandered we must wait till we get to heaven. Let us be very heedful not to believe the flying rumors which are always harassing gracious men.


  6-7. We now listen to a fresh prayer, based on the avowal he had just made.


  6. Arise, O LORD, in thine anger. His sorrow makes him view the Lord as a judge who had left the judgment-seat and retired into his rest. Faith would move the Lord to avenge the quarrel of his saints. Lift up thyself. A still stronger figure to express his anxiety that the Lord would assume his authority and mount the throne. Stand up, O God; rise above them all and let thy justice tower above their villainies. Awake for me to the judgment that thou hast commanded. This is a bolder utterance still, for it implies sleep as well as inactivity, and can only be applied to God in a very limited sense. He never slumbers, yet he often seems to do so; for the wicked prevail, and the saints are trodden in the dust. God's silence is the patience of longsuffering, and if wearisome to the saints, they should bear it cheerfully in the hope that sinners may thereby be led to repentance.


  7. Thy saints shall crowd to thy tribunal with their complaints, or shall surround it with their solemn homage. As when a judge travels at the assizes, all men take their cases to his court that they may be heard, so will the righteous gather to their Lord. Here he fortifies himself in prayer by pleading that if the Lord will mount the throne of judgment, multitudes of the saints would be blessed as well as himself. If I be too base to be remembered, yet for their sakes come forth from thy secret pavilion, and sit in the gate dispensing justice among the people. When my suit includes the desires of all the righteous it shall surely speed, for "shall not God avenge his own elect?"


  8-9. David has now seen the Lord ascending to his judgment-seat, where he draws near to him to urge his suit anew. In the last two verses he besought Jehovah to arise, and now that he is arisen, he prepares to mingle with "the congregation of the people" who surround the Lord. The royal heralds proclaim the opening of the court with the solemn words The Lord shall judge the people. Our petitioner rises at once, and cries with earnestness and humility, "Judge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness, and according to mine integrity that is in me." His hand is on an honest heart, and his cry is to a righteous Judge. He sees a smile on the face of the King, and in the name of all the assembled congregation he cries aloud (verse 9). Is his cry not the universal longing of the whole company of the elect? When shall we be delivered from the wickedness of these men of Sodom?


  9. Trieth. How strict, how accurate, how intimate his search! The hearts and reins. The secret thoughts and inward affections.


  10-13. The judge has heard the cause, has cleared the guiltless, and uttered his voice against the persecutors. Let us draw near, and learn the results. The slandered one with his harp in his hand is hymning the justice of his Lord, and rejoicing aloud in his own deliverance.


  10. The upright in heart. How good to have a true and upright heart. Crooked sinners, with all their craftiness, are foiled by the upright in heart. God defends the right. When God tries our cause, our sun has arisen, and the sun of the wicked is set forever.


  11. God judgeth the righteous. He has not given you up to be condemned by the lips of persecutors. Your enemies cannot sit on God's throne, nor blot your name out of his book. Let them alone, then, for God will find time for his revenges. God is angry with the wicked every day. He not only detests sin, but is angry with those who continue to indulge in it. There is not an hour in which God's oven is not hot, and burning in readiness for the wicked.


  12. If he tum not, he will whet his sword. God's sword has been sharpening upon the revolving stone of our daily wickedness, and if we will not repent, it will speedily cut us in pieces. Turn or burn is the sinner's only alternative.


  13. Even now the thirsty arrow longs to wet itself with the blood of the persecutor. The bow is bent (verse 12), the aim is taken, the arrow is fitted to the string, and what, O sinner, if the arrow should be let fly at you even now! Remember, God's arrows never miss the mark, and are, every one of them, instruments of death. Judgment may tarry, but it will not come too late.


  14-16. In three graphic pictures we see the slanderer's history.


  14. A woman in labor furnishes the first metaphor: he travaileth with iniquity. He is full of it, pained until he can carry it out. He hath conceived mischief. This is the original of his base design. The devil has had doings with him, and the virus of evil is in him. And now the child is worthy of its father, "the father of lies," for he brought forth falsehood.


  15. Another figure is taken from the stratagems of the hunter. He was cunning in his plans, and industrious in his labors. He was willing to work in a ditch if others might fall in it. What mean things people will do to wreak revenge on the godly. But he is fallen into the ditch which he made. Let us laugh at his disappointment. He is himself the beast; he has hunted his own soul. Give him no pity, for it will be wasted on such a wretch. How often men have burned their own fingers when they were hoping to brand their neighbors. And if this does not happen now, it will hereafter.


  17. We conclude with the joyful contrast. In this all these psalms are agreed: they all exhibit the blessedness of the righteous, and make its colors the more glowing by contrast with the miseries of the wicked. Praise is the occupation of the godly, their eternal work, and their present pleasure. Singing is the fitting embodiment for praise, and therefore do the saints make melody before the Lord Most High. The slandered one is now a singer, and we leave him flying to the third heaven of adoring praise.


  Psalm 8


  1. O LORD our Lord. Unable to express the glory of God, the psalmist exclaims, "O Jehovah our Lord!" We need not wonder at this, for no heart can measure, no tongue can utter, the half of the greatness of Jehovah. The whole creation is full of his glory and radiant with the excellency of his power; his goodness and his wisdom are manifested on every hand. Universally he is present, and everywhere is his name excellent. There is no place where God is not. The miracles of his power await us on all sides. Everywhere, and in every place, God dwells and is manifestly at work. Nor on earth alone is Jehovah extolled, for his brightness shines forth in the firmament above the earth. His glory exceeds the glory of the starry heavens; above the region of the stars he has set fast his everlasting throne, and there he dwells in light ineffable. Let us adore him (Job 9:8-9; Nehemiah 9:6).


  This psalm is addressed to God, because none but the Lord himself can fully know his own glory. The believing heart is ravished with what it sees, but only God knows the glory of God. What a sweetness lies in the little word our; how much is God's glory endeared to us when we consider our interest in him as our Lord. How excellent is thy name. No words can express that excellency, and therefore it is left as a note of exclamation. The very name of Jehovah being excellent, what must his person be. Note the fact that even the heavens cannot contain his glory, it is set above the heavens, since it is and ever must be too great for the creature to express.


  2. Not only in the heavens above is the Lord seen, but here below, the lisping utterances of babes are the manifestations of his strength in litde ones. Many men have been made to hold their tongues, while sucklings have borne witness to the glory of the God of heaven. Did not the children cry "Hosanna!" in the temple, when proud Pharisees were silent and contemptuous ? And did not the Saviour quote these very words as a justification of these infant cries? Early church history records many amazing instances of the testimony of children for the truth of God. He who delights in the songs of angels is pleased to honor himself in the eyes of his enemies by the praises of little children. What a contrast between the glory above the heavens, and the mouths of babes and sucklings! Yet by both the name of God is made excellent.


  3—4. Astronomy shows us what an insignificant being man appears amidst the immensity of creation. Though he is an object of the paternal care and mercy of the Most High, yet he is but as a grain of sand to the whole earth, when compared to the coundess myriads of beings that people the amplitudes of creation. What is the whole of this globe in comparison of the hundred millions of suns and worlds which by the telescope have been descried? What are they, in comparison with the glories of the sky?


  5—8. These verses may set forth man's position among the creatures before he fell; but as they are, by the apostle Paul, appropriated to man as represented by the Lord Jesus, it is best to give most weight to that meaning. In order of dignity, man stood next to the angels, and a little lower than they; in the Lord Jesus this was accomplished, for he was made a little lower than the angels by the suffering of death. Man in Eden had the full command of all creatures, and they came before him to receive their names as an act of homage to him as the vicegerent of God to them. Jesus in his glory is now Lord not only of all living but of all created things, and, with the exception of him who put all things under him, Jesus is Lord of all, and his elect, in him, are raised to a dominion wider than that of the first Adam, as shall be more clearly seen at his coming. Well might the psalmist wonder at the singular exaltation of man in the scale of being, when he marked his utter nothingness in comparison with the starry universe.


  5. A little lower than the angels. A little lower in nature, since they are immortal, and only a little, because time is short; and when that is over, saints are no lower than the angels. The margin reads "a litde while inferior to." Thou crownest him. The dominion that God has bestowed on man is a great glory and honor to him; for all dominion is honor, and the highest is that which wears the crown. A full list is given of the subjugated creatures, to show that all the dominion lost by sin is restored in Christ Jesus. Let none of us permit the possession of any earthly creature to be a snare to us, but let us remember that we are to reign over them, and not to allow them to reign over us.


  9. Here the poet returns to his first state of wondering adoration. O for grace to walk worthy of that excellent name which has been named upon us, and which we are pledged to magnify!


  Psalm 9


  1. I  will praise thee, O LORD. With a holy resolution the songster begins his hymn. It sometimes needs all our determination to face the foe, and bless the Lord in the teeth of his enemies; vowing that whoever else may be silent we will bless his name; here, however, the overthrow of the foe is viewed as complete, and the song flows with sacred fullness of delight. It is our duty to praise the Lord; let us perform it as a privilege. Observe that David's praise is all given to the Lord. We may be grateful to the intermediate agent, but our thanks must have long wings and mount aloft to heaven. With my whole heart. Half heart is no heart. I will show forth. There is true praise in the thankful telling forth to others of our Heavenly Father's dealings with us; this is one of the themes upon which the godly should speak often to one another, and it will not be casting pearls before swine if we make even the ungodly hear of the lovingkindness of the Lord to us. All thy marvelous works. Gratitude for one mercy refreshes the memory as to thousands of others. One silver link in the chain draws up a long series of tender remembrances. Here is eternal work for us, for there can be no end to the showing forth of all his deeds of love. If we consider our own sinfulness and nothingness, we must feel that every work of preservation, forgiveness, conversion, deliverance, sanctification, etc. which the Lord has wrought for us, or in us, is a marvelous work. Even in heaven, divine lovingkindness will doubtless be as much a theme of surprise as of rapture.


  2. Moloch may be worshiped with shrieks of pain, and Juggernaut may be honored by dying groans and inhuman yells, but he whose name is Love is best pleased with the holy mirth, and sanctified gladness of his people. Daily rejoicing is an ornament to the Christian character. God loves a cheerful giver, whether it be the gold of his purse or the gold of his mouth. I will sing praise. Songs are the fitting expressions of inward thankfulness, and it were well if we indulged ourselves and honored our Lord with more of them.


  3. God's presence is evermore sufficient to work the defeat of our most furious foes, and their ruin is so complete when the Lord takes them in hand that even flight cannot save them. We must be careful, like David, to give all the glory to him whose presence gives the victory. Let us rejoice with him at the total discomfiture of our foes.


  4. One of our nobility has for his motto, "I will maintain it"; but the Christian has a better and more humble one: "Thou hast maintained it." "God and my right" are united by my faith: while God lives, my right shall never be taken from me. If we seek to maintain the cause and honor of our Lord we may suffer reproach and misrepresentation, but it is a rich comfort to remember that he who sits in the throne knows our hearts, and will not leave us to the ignorant and ungenerous judgment of erring man.


  5. God rebukes before he destroys, but when he once comes to blows with the wicked he ceases not until he has dashed them in pieces so small that their very name is forgotten. How often the word thou occurs in this and the former verse, to show us that the grateful strain mounts up direcdy to the Lord.


  6. Here the psalmist exults over the fallen foe. He bends as it were over his prostrate form and insults his once vaunted strength. He plucks the boaster's song out of his mouth and sings it for him in derision. After this fashion our glorious Redeemer asks of death, "Where is thy sting?" and of the grave, "Where is thy victory?"


  7-12. In the light of the past the future is not doubtful. Since the same almighty God fills the throne of power, we can with unhesitating confidence exult in our security for all time to come.


  7. The enduring existence and unchanging dominion of our Jehovah are the firm foundations of our joy. The enemy and his destructions will come to a perpetual end, but God and his throne shall endure forever. Prepared ... for judgment. Here we see the swiftness of divine justice: in heaven's court suitors are not worn out with long delays. Thousands may come at once to the throne of the Judge of all the earth, but neither plaintiff nor defendant shall have to complain that he is not prepared to give their cause a fair hearing.


  8. Whatever earthly courts may do, heaven's throne ministers judgment in uprightness. Partiality and respect of persons are things unknown in the dealings of the Holy One of Israel. How the prospect of appearing before the impartial tribunal of the great King should act as a check to us when tempted to sin, and as a comfort when we are slandered or oppressed!


  9. He who gives no quarter to the wicked in the day of judgment is the defense and refuge of his saints in the day of trouble. There were cities of refuge under the law; God is our refuge-city under the Gospel.


  10. Ignorance is worst when it amounts to ignorance of God, and knowledge is best when it exercises itself upon the name of God. This most excellent knowledge leads to the most excellent grace of faith. By knowing his name is also meant an experimental acquaintance with the attributes of God, which are anchors to hold the soul from drifting. The Lord may hide his face for a season from his people, but he never has utterly, finally, really, or angrily forsaken them that seek him. What must be the Lord's faithfulness to those who find if he is so gracious to those who seek.


  11. Being full of gratitude himself, our inspired author is eager to excite others to join the strain. Singing and preaching, as means of glorifying God, are here joined together; connected with all revivals of Gospel ministry there has been a sudden outburst of the spirit of song. Luther's psalms and hymns were in everyone's mouths, and under Wesley and Whitefield the strains of Charles Wesley, Cennick, Berridge, Toplady, Hart, Newton, and many others were the outgrowth of restored piety. Sing on, brethren, and preach on, and these shall both be a token that the Lord still dwelleth in Zion. It will be well for us when coming up to Zion to remember that the Lord dwells among his saints, and is to be had in peculiar reverence of all those that are about him.


  12. When an inquest is held concerning the blood of the oppressed, the martyred saints will have the first remembrance; he will avenge his own elect. Those saints who are living shall also be heard; they shall be exonerated from blame, and kept from destruction, even when the Lord's most terrible work is going on. The humble cry of the poorest saints shall neither be drowned by the voice of thundering justice nor by the shrieks of the condemned.


  13-14. Memories of the past and confidences concerning the future conducted the man of God to the mercy-seat to plead for the needs of the present. His first prayer is one suitable for all persons and occasions; it breathes a humble spirit, indicates self-knowledge, appeals to the proper attributes, and to the fitting person.


  13. Have mercy upon me, O LORD. Just as Luther used to call some texts little Bibles, so we may call this sentence a little prayer-book; for it has in it the soul and marrow of prayer. The ladder looks short, but it reaches from earth to heaven. Thou that liftest me up from the gates of death. What a noble title is here given to the Most High. In sickness, in sin, in despair, in temptation, we have been brought very low, and the gloomy portal has seemed as if it would open to imprison us, but underneath us were the everlasting arms, and, therefore, we have been uplifted to the gates of heaven.


  14. We must not overlook David's object in desiring God's mercy: it is God's glory. Saints are not so selfish as to look only to self; they admire mercy's diamond that they may let others see it flash and sparkle. The contrast between the gates of death and the gates of the New Jerusalem is very striking; let our songs be excited to the highest and most rapturous pitch by the double consideration of whence we are taken, and to what we have been advanced, and let our prayers for mercy be made more energetic by a sense of the grace which such a salvation implies. When David speaks of his showing forth all God's praise, he means that, in his deliverance, grace in all its heights and depths would be magnified.


  15-16. In considering this terrible picture of the Lord's overwhelming judgments of his enemies, we are called upon to ponder it with deep seriousness by the two untranslated words Higgaion and Selah. Notice, first, that the character of God requires the punishment of sin. His holiness and abhorrence of sin is thus displayed. So long as our God is God, he will not, he cannot spare the guilty, except through that one glorious way in which he is just, and yet the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. We must notice, secondly, that the manner of his judgment is singularly wise, and indisputably just. He makes the wicked become their own executioners: the heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made. Like cunning hunters they prepared a pitfall for the godly and fell into it themselves. Persecutors are often ruined by their own malicious projects.


  17. The justice which has punished the wicked, and preserved the righteous, remains the same, and therefore in days to come retribution will surely be meted out. The forgetters of God are far more numerous than the profane or profligate, and according to the very forceful expression of the Hebrew, the nethermost hell will be the place into which all of them shall be hurled.


  18. Mercy is as ready to her work as ever justice can be. Needy souls fear that they are forgotten; well, if it be so, let them rejoice that they shall not always be so. Satan tells poor tremblers that their hope shall perish, but they have here the divine assurance that their expectation... shall not perish forever. They may have to wait, but they shall find that they do not wait in vain.


  19. Prayers are the believer's weapons of war. When the battle is too hard for us, we call in our great ally, who, as it were, lies in ambush until faith gives the signal by crying out, Arise, O LORD. In the very sight of God the wicked will be punished, and he who is now all tenderness will have no compassion for them, since they had no tears of repentance while their day of grace endured.


  20. One would think that men would not grow so vain as to deny themselves to be but men, but it appears to be a lesson which only a divine schoolmaster can teach to some proud spirits. All the wealth of Croesus, the wisdom of Solon, the power of Alexander, the eloquence of Demosthenes, if added together, would leave the possessor but a man. May we ever remember this, lest like those in the text we should be put in fear.


  Before leaving this psalm, peruse it again as the triumphal hymn of the Redeemer, as he devoudy brings the glory of his victories and lays it down at his Father's feet.


  Psalm 10


  1. To the tearful eye of the sufferer the Lord seemed to stand still, as if he only looked on, and did not sympathize with his afflicted one. Nay, more, the Lord appeared to be afar off, no longer "a very present help in trouble" but an inaccessible mountain. The presence of God is the joy of his people, but any suspicion of his absence is distracting beyond measure. Let us, then, remember that the refiner is never far from the mouth of the furnace when his gold is in the fire, and the Son of God is always walking in the midst of the flames when his holy children are cast into them. Yet he that knows the frailty of man will little wonder that when we are sharply exercised, we find it hard to bear the apparent neglect of the Lord when he forbears to work our deliverance. Why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble? It is not the trouble, but the hiding of our Father's face, which cuts us to the quick. There is a "needs be," not only for our trial, but for heaviness of heart under trial (1 Peter 1:6); but how could this be the case if the Lord should shine upon us while he is afflicting us? Should the parent comfort his child while he is correcting him? It is only felt affliction that can become blest affliction. If we were carried in the arms of God over every stream, where would be the trial, and where the experience, which trouble is meant to teach us?


  2. The formal indictment against the wicked divides into two distinct charges, pride and tyranny, the one being the root and cause of the other. Let them be taken in the devices that they have imagined. This humble petition of the oppressed is just and natural. It is but right that men should be done by as they wished to do to others. We only weigh you in your own scales.


  3. The indictment being read, and the petition presented, the evidence is now heard. It is very full and conclusive on the matter of pride, and no jury could hesitate to give a verdict against the prisoner. Let us, however, hear the witnesses one by one. The first testifies that he is a boaster. Bragging sinners are the worst and most contemptible, especially when their filthy desires - too filthy to be carried into act — become the theme of their boastings. Another witness desires to be heard. This time, the impudence of the proud rebel is even more apparent; for he blesseth the covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth. This is insolence, which is pride unmasked. He is haughty enough to differ from the Judge of all the earth (compare Malachi 3:15). Pride meets covetous-ness, and compliments it as wise, thrifty, and prudent. If a man is a fornicator, or a drunkard, we put him out of the church, but whoever read of church discipline against that idolatrous wretch, the covetous man?


  4. Now the face of the wicked confirms the accusation, and his empty room cries aloud against him. Proud hearts breed proud looks and stiff knees. Honesty shines in the face, but villainy peeps out at the eyes. See the effect of pride: it kept the man from seeking God. The only place where God is not is in the thoughts of the wicked. This is a damning accusation, for where the God of heaven is not, the lord of hell is reigning and raging; and if God be not in our thoughts, our thoughts will bring us to perdition.


  5. His ways are always grievous. To himself they are hard. God has hedged-up the way of sin. O what folly to leap these hedges and fall among the thorns! To others, also, his ways cause much sorrow and vexation; but what cares he? Thy judgments are far above out of his sight. He looks high, but not high enough. As God is forgotten, so are his judgments. He is not able to comprehend the things of God; a swine may sooner look through a telescope at the stars than this man study the Word of God to understand the righteousness of the Lord. As for all his enemies, he puffeth at them. He defies and domineers; and when men resist his injurious behavior, he sneers at them, and threatens to annihilate them with a puff. There is one enemy who will not thus be puffed at. Death will puff at the candle of his life and blow it out, and the wicked boaster will find it grim work to brag in the tomb.


  6. The testimony of this verse concludes the evidence against the prisoner upon the first charge of pride, and certainly it is conclusive in the highest degree. The man thinks himself immutable, and omnipotent too, for he is never to be in adversity. But let us remember that this man's house is built upon the sand, upon a foundation no more substantial than the rolling waves of the sea. Be humble, for you are mortal, and your lot is mutable.


  The second crime is now to be proved. The fact that the man is proud and arrogant may go a long way to prove that he is vindictive and cruel. Haman's pride was the father of a cruel design to murder all the Jews. He who exalts himself will despise others, and one step further will make him a tyrant.


  7. Out of his own mouth he will be condemned. There is not only a little evil there, but his mouth is full of it. There is cursing which he spits against both God and men, deceit with which he entraps the unwary, and fraud by which, even in his common dealings, he robs his neighbors. Beware of such a man. Under his tongue. Deep in his throat are the unborn words which shall come forth as mischief and iniquity.


  8. Despite the bragging of this base wretch, it seems that he is as cowardly as he is cruel. He acts the part of the highwayman. There are always bad men lying in wait for the saints. We are never safe, save when the Lord is with us.


  9. The picture becomes blacker, for here is the cunning of the lion, and of the huntsman, as well as the stealthiness of the robber. There are some who with watching, perversion, slander, whispering, and false swearing ruin the character of the righteous, and murder the innocent; or, with legal quibbles, writs, and the like, they catch the poor. O Lord, defend us from all our enemies!


  10. Seeming humility is often armor-bearer to malice. The lion crouches that he may leap with the greater force, and bring down his strong limbs upon his prey. Be very careful of fawners, for friendship and flattery are deadly enemies.


  11. This cruel man comforts himself with the idea that God is blind, or at least forgetful: a fond and foolish fancy, indeed. Men doubt Omniscience when they persecute the saints. There can scarcely be a greater preservation from sin than the constant thought of "thou, God, seest me."


  The case has been fully stated; and now the oppressed petitioner lifts up the cry for judgment, which we find in the following verse.


  12. With what bold language will faith address its God! And yet what unbelief is mingled with our strongest confidence. Fearlessly the Lord is stirred up to arise and lift up his hand, yet timidly is he begged not to forget the humble; as if Jehovah could ever be forgetful of his saints. This verse is the incessant cry of the church, until her Lord comes in glory to avenge her of all her adversaries.


  13-15. The description of the wicked is condensed, and the evil of his character traced to its source, namely, atheistical ideas with regard to the government of the world. This is intended to be another urgent plea with the Lord to show his power, and reveal his justice. When the wicked call God's righteousness in question, we may well beg him to teach them terrible things in righteousness.


  13. The hope of the unbeliever and his heart-wishes are laid bare. He despises the Lord because he will not believe that sin will meet with punishment. If there were no hell for other men, there ought to be one for those who question the justice of it. This vile suggestion receives its answer in verse 14.


  14. God is all-eye to see, and all-hand to punish his enemies. Wanton mischief will meet with woeful misery, and those who harbor spite will inherit sorrow. While God chastises the oppressor, he befriends the oppressed. The poor give themselves up entirely into the Lord's hands. Resigning their judgment to his enlightenment, and their wills to his supremacy, they rest assured that he will order all things for the best. Nor does he deceive their hope. He preserves them in times of need, and causes them to rejoice in his goodness.


  15. We hear again the burden of the psalmist's prayer. Let the sinner lose his power to sin; stop the tyrant, arrest the oppressor, weaken the mighty, and dash in pieces the terrible. They deny your justice: let them feel it to the full. Indeed, God will hunt the sinner forever. Very few great persecutors have ever died in their beds.


  16-18. The psalm ends with a song of thanksgiving to the great and everlasting King, because he has granted the desire of his humble and oppressed people, has defended the fatherless, and punished the heathen who trampled upon his poor and afflicted children. Let us learn that we are sure to speed well if we carry our complaint to the King of kings. Great God, we leave ourselves in thine hand; to thee we commit thy church afresh.


  Psalm 11


  1-3. These verses contain an account of a temptation to distrust God, with which David was, upon some unmentioned occasion, greatly exercised. It may be that in the days when he was in Saul's court he was advised to flee at a time when this flight would have been charged against him as a breach of duty to the king, or a proof of personal cowardice. When Satan cannot overthrow us by presumption, how craftily will he seek to ruin us by distrust! He will employ our dearest friends to argue us out of our confidence, and he will use such plausible logic that unless we once for all assert our immovable trust in Jehovah, he will make us like the timid bird which flies to the mountain whenever danger presents itself. David seems to have felt the force of the advice, for it came home to [his] soul, but he would rather dare the danger than exhibit a distrust in the Lord his God. Doubtless, the perils which encompassed David were great and imminent; it was quite true that his enemies were ready to shoot privily at him; it was equally correct that the very foundations of law and justice were destroyed under Saul's unrighteous government; but what were all these things to the man whose trust was in God alone? His answer to the question, what can the righteous do? would be the counter-question, "What cannot they do?" When prayer engages God on our side, and when faith secures the fulfilment of the promise, what cause can there be for flight, however cruel and mighty our enemies?


  4—7. David here declares the great source of his unflinching courage. He borrows his light from heaven - from the great central orb of Deity. The God of the believer is never far from him; he is not merely the God of the mountain fastnesses, but of the dangerous valleys and battle plains.


  4. The Lord is in his holy temple. The heavens are above our heads in all regions of the earth, and so is the Lord ever near to us in every state and condition. Why, then, should we fear? Since Jehovah is in his holy temple, delighting in the sacrifice of his Son, will he not defeat every device, and send us a sure deliverance ? The Lord's throne is in heaven. He reigns supreme. Nothing can be done in heaven, or earth, or hell, which he does not ordain and overrule. His eyes behold. The eternal Watcher never slumbers. His eyelids try the children of men. As men, when intently and narrowly inspecting some very minute object, almost close their eyelids to exclude every other object, so will the Lord look all men through and through. God sees each man as much and as perfecdy as if there were no other creature in the universe. My danger is not hidden from him; I may rest assured that he will not suffer me to perish while I rely alone on him.


  5. The Lord trieth the righteous. He does not hate them, but only tries them. They are precious to him, and therefore he refines them with afflictions. None of the Lord's children may hope to escape from trial, nor, indeed, in our right minds would any of us desire to do so, for trial is the channel of many blessings. But the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth. If God hates them, I will not fear them. If God is in the quarrel as well as ourselves, it would be foolish to question the result, or avoid the conflict.


  6. Horrible tempest Some expositors think there is in the Hebrew an allusion to that burning, suffocating wind which blows across the Arabian deserts. What a tempest will that be which will overwhelm the despisers of God! A drop of hell is terrible, but what must a full cup of torment be? How foolish is it to fear the faces of men who will soon be faggots in the fire of hell! Think of their fearful end, and all fear of them must be changed into contempt of their threatenings, and pity for their miserable state.


  7. The delightful contrast affords another overwhelming reason why we should be steadfast, unmovable, not carried away with fear, or led to adopt carnal expedients in order to avoid trial. It is not only the Lord's office to defend righteousness, but his nature to love it. He would deny himself if he did not defend the just; fear not, then, the end of all your trials, but "be just, and fear not." God approves, and, if men oppose, what matters it? He delights in the upright. He sees his own image in them, an image of his own fashioning. Shall we dare to put up hand to iniquity in order to escape affliction? Let us keep to that fair path of right along which Jehovah's smile shall light us.


  Psalm 12


  1. Help, Lord. A short, but sweet, suggestive, seasonable, and serviceable prayer; a kind of angel's sword, to be turned every way, and to be used on all occasions. The psalmist sees the extreme danger of his position and therefore turns to the Lord, whose help is never denied to his servants. Help, Lord is a very useful ejaculation which we may dart up to heaven on occasions of emergency. As small ships can sail into harbors which larger vessels cannot enter, so our brief cries and short petitions may trade with heaven when our soul is wind-bound, and business-bound, as to longer exercises of devotion, and when the stream of grace seems at too low an ebb to float a more laborious supplication. For the godly man ceaseth. The death, departure, or decline of godly men should be a trumpet-call for more prayer. The present times always appear to be especially dangerous, because they are nearest to our anxious gaze, and whatever evils are rife are sure to be observed, while the faults of past ages are further off, and are more easily overlooked. Yet we expect that in the latter days, "because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold," and then we must address ourselves to the churches' Lord, by whose help the gates of hell shall be kept from prevailing against us. The faithful fail. Common honesty is no longer common when common irreligion leads to universal godless-ness. David had his eye on Doeg, and the men of Ziph and Keilah, and perhaps remembered the murdered priests of Nob, and the many banished ones who were with him in the cave of Adullam, and wondered where the state would drift without the anchors of its godly and faithful men. David, amid the general misrule, did not take to seditious plottings, but to solemn petitionings.


  2. They speak vanity. They utter what is vain to Aear, because of its frivolous, foolish want of worth; vain to believe, because it was false and lying; vain to regard, for it lifted up the hearer, filling him with proud conceit. Compliments


  and fawning congratulations are hateful to honest men.


  3-4. Total destruction will overwhelm the lovers of flattery and pride, but meanwhile how they hector and fume! Well did the apostle call them "raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame." Free-thinkers are generally very free-talkers, and they are never more at ease than when railing at God's dominion, and arrogating to themselves unbounded license. They boastfully cry to God, who is lord over us? and hear not the hollow voice of the evil one, who cries from the infernal lake, "I am your lord, and right faithfully do you serve me." Note that flattering lips and the tongue that speaketh proud things are classed together. One generally imagines that flatterers are such mean parasites, so cringing and fawning, that they cannot be proud; but the wise will tell you that while all pride is truly meanness, there is in the very lowest meanness no small degree of pride. None are so detestably domineering as the little creatures who creep into office by cringing to the great: those are bad times, indeed, in which these obnoxious beings are numerous and powerful. No wonder the justice of God in cutting off such injurious people is matter for a psalm. Men cannot tame the tongues of such boastful flatterers, but the Lord's remedy if sharp is sure, and is an unanswerable answer to their swelling words of vanity.


  5. In due season the Lord will hear his elect ones, who cry day and night to him, and though he bear long with their oppressors, yet will he avenge them speedily. Observe that the mere oppression of saints, however silently they bear it, is in itself a cry to God: Moses was heard at the Red Sea, though he said nothing. Jesus feels with his people, and their smarts are mighty orators with him. By-and-by, however, they begin to sigh and express their misery, and then relief comes post-haste. Nothing moves a father like the cries of his children. The needy did not dare to speak, and could only sigh in secret, but the Lord heard, and could rest no longer, but girded on his sword for the battle. Jesus will come to deliver just when his needy ones sigh as if all hope had gone forever. Should the afflicted reader be able to lay hold upon the promise of this verse, let him gratefully fetch a fullness of comfort from it. He who promises to set us in safety, means thereby preservation on earth, and eternal salvation in heaven.


  6. What a contrast between the vain words of man, and the pure words of Jehovah. Man's words are yea and nay, but the Lord's promises are yea and amen. For truth, certainty, holiness, faithfulness, the words of the Lord are pure as well-refined silver. In the original there is an allusion to the most severely-purifying process known to the ancients, through which silver was passed when the greatest possible purity was desired; the dross was all consumed, and only the bright and precious metal remained; so clear and free from all alloy of error or unfaithfulness is the book of the words of the Lord. The Bible has passed through the furnace of persecution, literary criticism, philosophic doubt, and scientific discovery, and has lost nothing but those human interpretations which clung to it as alloy to precious ore. What God's words are, the words of his children should be. If we would be Godlike in conversation, we must watch our language, and maintain the strictest purity of integrity and holiness in all our communications.


  7. To fall into the hands of an evil generation, so as to be polluted by their influence, is an evil to be dreaded beyond measure; but it is an evil foreseen and provided for in the text. In life many a saint has lived a hundred years before his age, unreverenced and misunderstood, and as generations come and go, upon a sudden the hero is unearthed, and lives in the admiration and love of the excellent of the earth. It should be our daily prayer that we may rise above our age as the mountaintops above the clouds. Eternal Spirit, fulfill in us the faithful saying of this verse! Our faith believes those two assuring words, and cries, Thou shalt.


  8. Here we return to the fount of bitterness which first made the psalmist run to the wells of salvation, namely, the prevalence of wickedness. When those in power are vile, their underlings will be no better. Would to God that the glory and triumph of our Lord Jesus would encourage us to walk and work on every side; as like acts upon like, since an exalted sinner encourages sinners, our exalted Redeemer must surely excite, cheer, and stimulate his saints. Nerved by a sight of his reigning power we shall meet the evils of the times in the spirit of holy resolution, and shall the more hopefully pray, "Help, Lord."


  Psalm 13


  1. How long? This question is repeated no less than four times. It betokens the very intense desire for deliverance, and great anguish of heart. And what if there be some impatience mingled with it - is not his the more true portrait of our own experience? It is not easy to prevent desire from degenerating into impatience. God is not far from the voice of our roaring, for he does not regard the music of our prayers, but his own Spirit's work in them in exciting desire and inflaming the affections.


  How long do our days appear when our soul is cast down within us! Long sorrow seems to argue abounding corruption; for the gold which is long in the fire must have had much dross to be consumed, and hence the question, how long? may suggest deep searching of heart. How long wilt thou forget me? Ah, David, how like a fool you talk! Can God forget his own beloved child? Let us drive away the thought, and hear the word of our covenant God by the mouth of the prophet (Isaiah 49:14-16). Forever? No, his anger may endure for a night, but his love will abide eternally. How long wilt thou hide thy face from me? This is a far more rational question, for God may hide his face, and yet he may remember still. A hidden face is no sign of a forgetful heart. It is in love that his face is turned away; yet to a real child of God, this hiding of his Father's face is terrible, and he will never be at ease until once more he has his Father's smile.


  2. There is in the original the idea of "laying up" counsels in his heart, as if his devices had become innumerable but unavailing. In this we have often been like David, for we have considered and reconsidered day after day, but have not discovered the happy device by which to escape from our trouble. Ruminating upon trouble is bitter work. How long shall mine enemy be exalted over me? This is like wormwood in the gall, to see the wicked enemy exalting while our soul is bowed down within us. It quite breaks down our patience; therefore let us make it one chief argument in our plea with mercy.


  The careful reader will note that the question "How long?" is put in four shapes. The writer's grief is viewed as it seems to be, as it is, as it affects himself within and his foes without. We set up monumental stones over the graves of our joys, but who thinks of erecting monuments of praise for mercies received?


  3. But now prayer lifts up her voice, like the watchman who proclaims the daybreak. The gloomy thought of God's having forsaken him is still on the psalmist's soul, and he therefore cries, Consider and hear me. He remembers at once the root of his woe, and cries aloud that it may be removed. The final absence of God is Tophet's fire, and his temporary absence brings his people into the very suburbs of hell. God is here entreated to see and hear, so he may be doubly moved to pity. What should we do if we had no God to turn to in the hour of wretchedness? O LORD my God. Note the cry of faith. Our interest in God is not destroyed by all our trials and sorrows. Lighten mine eyes. That is, let the eye of my faith be clear, that I may see my God in the dark; let my eye of watchfulness be wide open, lest I be entrapped; and let the eye of my understanding be illuminated to see the right way. Perhaps, too, here is an allusion to that cheering of the spirits so frequendy called the enlightening of the eyes because it causes the face to brighten, and the eyes to sparkle. Well may we use the prayer, "Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord," for in many respects we need the Holy Spirit's illuminating rays. Lest I sleep the sleep of death. Darkness engenders sleep, and despondency is not slow in making the eyes heavy. From this faintness and dimness of vision, caused by despair, there is but a step to the iron sleep of death. David feared that his trials would end his life, and he rightly uses his fear as an argument with God in prayer; for deep distress has in it a kind of claim upon compassion, not a claim of right, but a plea which has power with grace. Under the pressure of heart sorrow, the psalmist does not look forward to the sleep of death with hope and joy, as assured believers do, but he shrinks from it with dread, from which we gather that bondage from fear of death is no new thing.


  4. Another plea is urged, and it is one which the tried believer may handle well when on his knees. We make use of our arch-enemy for once, and compel him, like Samson, to grind in our mill while we use his cruel arrogance as an argument in prayer. It is not the Lord's will that the great enemy of our souls should overcome his children. This would dishonour God, and cause the evil one to boast. It is well for us that our salvation and God's honor are so intimately connected, that they stand or fall together.


  Our covenant with God will complete the confusion of all our enemies, and if for awhile we become their jest, the day is coming when the shame will change sides, and the contempt shall be poured on those to whom it is due.


  5. What a change is here! The rain is over and gone, and the time of the singing of birds is come. The mercy-seat has so refreshed the poor weeper, that he clears his throat for a song. David begins many of his psalms sighing, and ends them singing; and others he begins in joy and ends in sorrow. All the powers of his enemies had not driven the psalmist from his stronghold. As the shipwrecked mariner clings to the mast, so did David cling to his faith; he neither could nor would give up his confidence in the Lord his God. O that we may profit by his example, and hold by our faith as by our very life! My heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. Listen to the music which faith makes in the soul. There is joy and feasting within doors, for a glorious guest has come, and the fatted calf is killed.


  6. The voice joins itself in the blessed work, and the tongue keeps tune with the soul. He hath dealt bountifully with me. The psalm closes with a refutation of the charge of forgetfulness which David had uttered in the first verse. So shall it be with us if we wait awhile. The complaint which in our haste we utter will be joyfully retracted, and we shall witness that the Lord hath dealt bountifully with us.


  Psalm 14


  1. The fool. The atheist is the fool preeminently, and a fool universally. He would not deny God if he were not a fool by nature, and having denied God it is no marvel that he becomes a fool in practice. Sin is always folly, and as it is the height of sin to attack the very existence of the Most High, so is it also the greatest imaginable folly. To say there is no God is to belie the plainest evidence, which is obstinacy; to oppose the common consent of mankind, which is stupidity; to stifle consciousness, which is madness. If the sinner could by his atheism destroy the God whom he hates there were some sense, although much wickedness, in his infidelity; but as denying the existence of fire does not prevent its burning a man who is in it, so doubting the existence of God will not stop the Judge of all the earth from destroying the rebel who breaks his laws; nay, this atheism is a crime which much provokes heaven, and will bring down terrible vengeance on the fool who indulges it. The proverb says, "A fool cuts his own throat," and in this instance it kills both soul and body forever: would to God the mischief stopped even there, but alas, one fool makes hundreds, and a noisy blasphemer spreads his horrible doctrines as lepers spread the plague. Ainsworth tells us that the word here used is Nabal, which has the signification of fading, dying, or falling away, as a withered leaf or flower; it is a tide given to the foolish man as having the last sap of wisdom, reason, honesty, and godliness. Some translate it "the apostate," and others "the wretch." With what earnestness should we shun the appearance of doubt as to the presence, activity, power and love of God, for all such mistrust is of the nature of folly, and who among us would wish to be ranked with the fool in the text ? Yet let us never forget that all unregenerate men are more or less such fools.


  Hath said in his heart When a man talks atheistically, is it a foolish heart speaking, and endeavoring to clamor down the voice of conscience? We think so. If the affections were set upon truth and righteousness, the understanding would have no difficulty in settling the question of a present personal Deity, but as the heart dislikes the good and the right, it is no wonder that it desires to be rid of that great moral Elohim, who is the Governor, the Patron of rectitude and the Punisher of iniquity. While men's hearts remain what they are, we must not be surprised at the prevalence of skepticism; a corrupt tree will bring forth corrupt fruit. Such fools are common to all time, and all countries. The spread of mere intellectual enlightenment will not diminish their number, for since it is an affair of the heart this folly and great learning will often dwell together. To answer skeptical cavilings will be labor lost until grace enters to make the mind willing to believe; fools can raise more objections in an hour than wise men can answer in seven years, indeed it is their mirth to set stools for wise men to stumble over. Let the preacher aim at the heart, and preach the all-conquering love of Jesus, and he will by God's grace win more doubters to the faith of the Gospel than any hundred of the best reasoners who only direct their arguments to the head.


  No God. It is not merely the wish of the sinner's corrupt nature, and the hope of his rebellious heart, but he manages after a fashion to bring himself to assert it, and at certain seasons he thinks that he believes it. It is a solemn reflection that some who worship God with their lips may in their hearts be saying, no God. They are corrupt This refers to all men, and we have the warrant of the Holy Spirit for saying so (Romans 3). Where there is enmity to God, there is deep, inward depravity of mind. The words are rendered by eminent critics in an active sense, "they have done corruptly." This may serve to remind us that sin is not only in our nature passively as the source of evil, but we ourselves actively fan the flame and corrupt ourselves, making that blacker still which was black as darkness itself already. We rivet our own chains by habit and continuance. They have done abominable works. When men begin with renouncing the Most High God, who shall tell where they will end? Observe the state of the world before the Flood, as portrayed in Genesis 6:12, and remember that human nature is unchanged. He who would see a terrible photograph of the world without God must read Romans 1, that most painful of all inspired Scriptures. Things loathsome to God and man are sweet to some palates. There is none that doeth good. Sins of omission must abound where transgressions are rife. Those who do the things which they ought not to have done are sure to leave undone those things which they ought to have done. What a picture of our race is this! Save only where grace reigns, there is none that doeth good; humanity, fallen and debased, is a desert without an oasis.


  2. As from a watchtower, the Lord is represented as gazing intently upon men. He will not punish blindly, nor like a tyrant command an indiscriminate massacre because a rumor of rebellion has come up to his ears. The objects of the Lord's search are not wealthy men, great men, or learned men; these, with all they can offer, cannot meet the demands of the great Governor. At the same time, he is not looking for superlative eminence in virtue; he seeks for any that understand themselves, their destiny, their happiness; he looks for any that seek God, who, if there be a God, are willing and anxious to find him out. Surely this is not too great a matter to expect; for if men have not yet known God, if they have any right understanding, they will seek him. Alas, even this low degree of good is not to be found even by him who sees all things; but men love the hideous negation of "no God," and with their backs to their Creator, who is the sun of their life, they journey into the dreary region of unbelief and alienation, which is a land of darkness, and of the shadow of death without any order and where the light is as darkness.


  3. They are all gone aside. Without exception, all have apostatized from the Lord their Maker, from his laws, and from the eternal principles of right. Like stubborn heifers they have sturdily refused to receive the yoke; like errant sheep they have found a gap and left the right field. They have altogether become filthy. They are spoiled and soured like corrupt leaven, or, as some put it, they have become putrid and even stinking. The only reason why we do not more clearly see this foulness is because we are accustomed to it. But are there no special cases; are all sinful? Yes, says the psalmist. He has put it positively; he repeats it negatively: there is none that doeth good, no. not one. The Hebrew phrase is an utter denial concerning any mere man that he of himself does good. This is the verdict of the all-seeing Jehovah, who cannot exaggerate or mistake. As if no hope of finding a solitary specimen of a good man among the unrenewed human family might be harbored for an instant. The Holy Spirit adds the crushing threefold negative none... no, not one. What say the opponents of the doctrine of natural depravity to this? Rather what do we feel concerning it? Do we not confess that we by nature are corrupt, and do we not bless the sovereign grace which has renewed us in the spirit of our minds, that sin may no more have dominion over us, but that grace may rule and reign?


  4. Hatred of God and corruptness of life are the motive forces which produce persecution. It is hard bondage to be a "worker of iniquity"; those who have no knowledge choose such slavery, but those who are taught of God cry to be rescued from it. The same ignorance which keeps men bondsmen to evil, makes them hate the freeborn sons of God; hence they seek to eat them up as they eat bread - daily, ravenously, as though it were an everyday matter to oppress the saints of God. While thus preying, they forswear all praying, and in this act consistendy, for how could they hope to be heard while their hands are full of blood?


  5. Oppressors have it not all their own way; they have their fits of trembling and their appointed seasons of overthrow. There - where they denied God and hectored against his people; where they thought of peace and safety, they were made to quail. A panic terror seized them: "they feared a fear," as the Hebrew puts it; an undefinable, horrible, mysterious dread crept over them. The most hardened have their periods when conscience casts them into a cold sweat of alarm. As cowards are cruel, so all the cruel are at heart cowards. For God is in the generation of the righteous. This makes the company of the godly so irksome to the wicked because they perceive that God is with them. Shut their eyes as they may, they cannot fail to see that he works for their deliverance. Even though the saint may be in a mean position, mourning at the gate where the persecutor rejoices in state, the sinner feels the influence of the believer's true nobility and quails before it, for God is there. Let scoffers beware, for they persecute the Lord Jesus when they molest his people; the union is very close between God and his people, it amounts to a mysterious indwelling, for God is in the generation of the righteous.


  6. Notwithstanding their real cowardice, the wicked put on the lion's skin and lord it over the Lord's poor ones. The special points and butt of their jest seem to be the confidence of the godly in their Lord. What can your God do for you now? Where is the reward of all your praying and beseeching? Taunting questions of this sort they thrust into the faces of weak but gracious souls, and tempt them to feel ashamed of their refuge. The Lord our refuge will avenge his own elect, and ease himself of his adversaries, who once made so light of him and of his people.


  7. Natural enough is this closing prayer, for what would so effectually convince atheists, overthrow persecutors, stay sin and secure the godly, as the manifest appearance of Israel's great Salvation? The coming of Messiah was the desire of the godly in all ages, and though he has already come with a sin-offering to purge away iniquity, we look for him to come a second time, to come without a sin-offering unto salvation. O that these weary years would have an end! Why tarries he so long? He knows that sin abounds and that his people are down-trodden; why does he not come to the rescue? His glorious advent will restore his ancient people from literal captivity, and his spiritual seed from spiritual sorrow. Wrestling Jacob and prevailing Israel shall alike rejoice before him when he is revealed as their salvation. O that he were come! What happy, holy, halcyon, heavenly days should we then see! Blessed are all they that wait for him.


  Psalm 15


  1. Lord. The Question. Jehovah, who shall be permitted to have fellowship with thee? A sense of the glory of the Lord and of the holiness which becomes his house, his service, and his attendants, excites the humble mind to ask this solemn question. Where angels bow with veiled faces, how shall man be able to worship at all? The unthinking may imagine it to be a very easy matter to approach the Most High, and when professedly engaged in his worship they have no questionings of heart as to their fitness for it; but truly humbled souls often shrink under a sense of utter unworthiness, and would not dare to approach the throne of the God of holiness if it were not for him, our Advocate, who can abide in the heavenly temple, because his righteousness endures forever. Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? On the grounds of law no mere man can dwell with God, for there is not one upon earth who answers to the just requirement of the Lord. We must know from the Lord of the tabernacle what are the qualifications for his service, and when we have been taught by him, we shall clearly see that only our spotless Lord Jesus, and those who are conformed to his image, can ever stand with acceptance before the Majesty on high.


  Impertinent curiosity frequently desires to know who and how many will be saved; if those who thus ask the question who shall dwell in thy holy hill? would make it a soul-searching inquiry in reference to themselves they would act much more wisely. Members of the visible church, which is God's tabernacle of worship, should diligently see to it that they have the preparation of heart which fits them to be inmates of the house of God. Without the wedding-dress of righteousness in Christ Jesus, we have no right to sit at the banquet of communion.


  2. The Answer. The Lord in answer to the question informs us by his Holy Spirit of the character of the man who alone can dwell in his holy hill. In perfection this holiness is found only in the Man of Sorrows, but in a measure it is wrought in all his people by the Holy Spirit. Faith and the graces of the Spirit are not mentioned, because this is a description of outward character, and where fruits are found the root may not be seen, but it is surely there. He that walketh uprightly. He keeps himself erect as those do who traverse high ropes; if they lean on one side over they must go. True believers do not cringe as flatterers; they have the strong backbone of the vital principle of grace within. Walking is of far more importance than talking. He only is right who is upright in walk and downright in honesty. And worketh righteousness. His faith shows itself by good works, and therefore is no dead faith.Those who rejoice that everything is done for them by another, even the Lord Jesus, and therefore hate legality, are the best doers in the world upon Gospel principles. And speaketh the truth in his heart The fool in the last psalm spoke falsely in his heart; observe both here and elsewhere in the two psalms the striking contrast. Saints not only desire to love and speak truth with their lips, but they seek to be true within; they will not lie even in the closet of their hearts, for God is there to listen; they scorn deceptions. Our heart must be the sanctuary and refuge of truth, should it be banished from all the world beside, and hunted from among men; at all risk we must entertain the angel of truth, for truth is God's daughter. Jesus was the mirror of sincerity and holiness.


  3. He that backbiteth not with his tongue. After the positive comes the negative. There is a sinful way of backbiting with the heart when we think too hardly of a neighbor, but it is the tongue which does the mischief. The tongue is not steel, but it cuts, and its wounds are very hard to heal. Nor doeth evil to his neighbor. Loving our neighbor as ourselves will make us jealous of his good name, careful not to injure his estate, or by ill example to corrupt his character. Nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor. He is a fool if not a knave who picks up stolen goods and harbors them; in slander as well as robbery, the receiver is as bad as the thief. If there were no gratified hearers of ill reports, there would be an end of the trade of spreading them. "Show that man out!" we would say of a drunkard; yet it is very questionable whether his unmannerly behavior will do us as much mischief as the tale-bearer's insinuating story. Our Lord spoke evil of no one, but breathed a prayer for his foes; we must be like him, or we shall never be with him.


  4. We must be as honest in paying respect as in paying our bills. To all good men we owe a debt of honor, and we have no right to hand over what is their due to vile people who happen to be in high places. When bad men are in office, it is our duty to respect the office, but we cannot so violate our consciences as to do otherwise than condemn the men; on the other hand, when true saints are in poverty and distress, we must sympathize with their afflictions and honor the men none the less. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not Scriptural saints under the New Testament rule "swear not at all," but their word is as good as an oath. Those men of God who think it right to swear are careful and prayerful lest they should seem to overshoot the mark. When engagements have been entered into which turn out to be unprofitable, "the saints are men of honor still." Our blessed Surety swore to his own hurt, but how gloriously he stood to his suretyship!


  5. Usury. Usury was and is hateful both to God and man. That a lender should share with the borrower in gains made by his money is most fitting and proper; but that the man of property should eat up the poor wretch who unfortunately obtained a loan of him is abominable. Those who grind poor tradesmen and needy widows by charging them interest at intolerable rates, will find that their gold is cankered. The man who ascends the hill of the Lord must shake off this sin as Paul shook the viper into the fire. Nortaketh reward against the innocent Bribery is a sin both in the giver and the receiver. Under every shape it is loathsome to the true man of God. He remembers that Jesus instead of taking reward against the innocent died for the guilty. He that doeth these things shall never be moved. No storm shall tear him from his foundations, drag him from his anchorage, or uproot him from his place. Like the Lord Jesus, whose dominion is everlasting, the true Christian will never lose his crown. He will not only be on Zion, but like Zion, fixed and firm. He will dwell in the tabernacle of the Most High, and neither death nor judgment shall remove him from his place of privilege and blessedness.


  Let us go to prayer and self-examination, for the psalm is as fire for the gold, and as a furnace for silver. Can we endure its testing power?


  Psalm 16


  1. Preserve me. "Keep," or "save," or, as Horsley thinks, "guard me," as bodyguards surround their monarch, or as shepherds protect their flocks. Tempted in all points as we are, the humanity of Jesus needed to be preserved from the power of evil; and though in itself pure, the Lord Jesus did not confide in that purity of nature, but as an example to his followers, looked to the Lord, his God, for preservation. One of the great names of God is "the Preserver of men" (Job 7:20), and this gracious office the Father exercised towards our Mediator and Representative. It had been promised to the Lord Jesus in express words that he would be preserved (Isaiah 49:7—8). This was fulfilled to the letter, both by providential deliverance and sustaining power, in the case of our Lord. Being preserved himself, he is able to restore the preserved of Israel, for we are "preserved in Christ Jesus and called." As one with him, the elect were preserved in his preservation, and we may view this mediatorial prayer as the petition of the Great High Priest for all those who are in him. The intercession recorded in John 17 is but an amplification of this cry.


  When he says, Preserve me, he means his members, his mystical body, himself and all in him. But while we rejoice in the fact that the Lord Jesus used this prayer for his members, we must not forget that he employed it most surely for himself; he had so emptied himself, and so truly taken upon him the form of a servant, that as man he needed divine keeping just as we do, and often cried to the strong for strength. If Jesus looked out of himself for protection, how much more must we, his erring followers, do so! O God. The Hebrew word for God used here is El, by which name the Lord Jesus, when under a sense of great weakness, as for instance when upon the cross, would address the Mighty God, the Omnipotent Helper of his people. We, too, may turn to El, the Omnipotent One, in all hours of peril, with the confidence that he who heard the strong cryings and tears of our faithful High Priest is both able and willing to bless us in him. For in thee do I put my trust Or, "I have taken shelter in thee. * As chickens run beneath the hen, so do I come to thee. This is a potent argument in pleading, and our Lord knew not only how to use it with God, but how to yield to its power when wielded by others upon himself. "According to thy faith be it done unto thee" is a great rule of heaven in dispensing favor, and when we can sincerely declare that we exercise faith in the Mighty God with regard to the mercy which we seek, we may rest assured that our plea will prevail.


  2. In his inmost heart the Lord Jesus bowed himself to do service to his Heavenly Father, and before the throne of Jehovah his soul vowed allegiance to the Lord for our sakes. We are like him when our soul, truly and constandy in the presence of the heart-searching God, declares her full consent to the rule and government of the infinite Jehovah. To avow this with the lip is little, but for the soul to say it, especially in time of trial, is a gracious evidence of spiritual health; to profess it before men is a small matter, but to declare it before Jehovah himself is of far more consequence. This sentence may also be viewed as the utterance of appropriating faith, laying hold upon the Lord by personal covenant and enjoyment; in this sense may it be our daily song in the house of our pilgrimage. My goodness extendeth not to thee. Although the life-work and death-agony of the Son did reflect unparalleled luster upon every attribute of God, yet the Most Blessed God stood in no need of the obedience and death of his Son; it was for our sakes that the work of redemption was undertaken, and not because of any lack on the part of the Most High. How modesdy does the Saviour here estimate his own goodness! What overwhelming reasons have we for imitating his humility! (Compare Job 35:7.)


  3. But to the saints that are in the earth. Although still on earth, these sanctified ones partake of the results of Jesus' mediatorial work, and by his goodness are made what they are. The peculiar people, zealous for good works and hallowed for sacred service, are arrayed in the Saviour's righteousness and washed in his blood, and so receive of the goodness treasured up in him; these are the people who are profited by the work of the man Christ Jesus; but that work added nothing to the nature, virtue, or happiness of God, who is blessed forevermore.


  Saints departed we cannot bless; even prayer for them is of no service; but while they are here we should practically prove our love to them, even as our Master did, for they are the excellent of the earth. Despite their infirmities, the Lord thinks highly of them, and reckons them to be as nobles among men. He who knows them best says of them, in whom is all my delight. They count themselves to be less than nothing, and yet he makes much of them, and sets his heart towards them.


  4. The same loving heart which opens towards the chosen people is fast closed against those who continue in their rebellion against God. Jesus hates all wickedness, and especially idolatry. The text while it shows our Lord's abhorrence of sin, shows also the sinner's greediness after it. Professed believers are often slow towards the true Lord, but sinners hasten after another god. Theirs is a case in which the more they haste the worse they speed, for Their sorrows are multiplied by their diligence in multiplying their sins. Moses broke the golden calf and ground it to powder, and cast it into the water of which he made Israel to drink, and so shall our cherished idols become bitter portions for us, unless we at once forsake them. Our Lord had no selfishness; he served but one Lord, and served him only. As for those who turn aside from Jehovah, he was separate from them. Sin and the Saviour had no communion.


  5. The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup. With what confidence and bounding joy does Jesus turn to Jehovah, whom his soul possessed and delighted in! Content beyond measure with his portion in the Lord his God, he had not a single desire with which to hunt after other gods; his cup was full, and his heart was full too; even in his sorest sorrows he still laid hold with both his hands upon his Father, crying, "My God, my God"; he had not so much as a thought of falling down to worship the prince of this world, although tempted with an "all these will I give thee." We, too, can make our boast in the Lord; he is the meat and the drink of our souls. He is our portion, supplying all our necessities, and our cup yielding royal luxuries; our cup in this life, and our inheritance in the life to come. As children of the Father who is in heaven, we inherit, by virtue of our joint heirship with Jesus, all the riches of the covenant of grace; and the portion which falls to us sets upon our table the bread of heaven and the new wine of the kingdom. Who would not be satisfied with such dainty diet? Our shallow cup of sorrow we may well drain with resignation, since the deep cup of love stands side by side with it, and will never be empty. Thou maintainest my lot Some tenants have a covenant in their leases that they themselves shall maintain and uphold, but in our case Jehovah himself maintains our lot. Our Lord Jesus delighted in this truth, that the Father was on his side, and would maintain his right against all the wrongs of men. He knew that his elect would be reserved for him, and that almighty power would preserve them as his lot and reward forever. Let us also be glad because the Judge of all the earth will vindicate our righteous cause.


  6. Jesus found the way of obedience to lead into pleasant places. Notwithstanding all the sorrows which marred his countenance, he exclaimed, "Lo, I come; in the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart." It may seem strange, but while no other man was ever so thoroughly acquainted with grief, it is our belief that no other man ever experienced so much joy and delight in service, for no other served so faithfully with such great results in view as his recompense of reward. All the saints can use the language of this verse, and the more thoroughly they can enter into its contented, grateful, joyful spirit the better for themselves, and the more glorious to their God. Our Lord was poorer than we are, for he had not where to lay his head, and yet when he mentioned his poverty he never used a word of murmuring.


  7. I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel. Praise as well as prayer was presented to the Father by our Lord Jesus, and we are not truly his followers unless our resolve be, "I will bless the Lord." Jesus is called Wonderful, Counsellor, but as man he did not speak of himself but only as his Father had taught him (John 7:16; 8:28; 12:49-50; Isaiah 11:2—3). It was our Redeemer's custom to repair to his Father for direction, and having received it, he blessed him for giving him counsel. It would be well for us if we would follow his example of lowliness, cease from trusting our own understanding, and seek to be guided by the Spirit of God. My reins also instruct me in the night seasons. By the reins we understand the inner man, the affections and feelings. The communion of the soul with God brings to it an inner spiritual wisdom which in still seasons is revealed to itself. Our Redeemer spent many nights alone upon the mountain, and we may readily conceive that together with his fellowship with heaven, he carried on a profitable commerce with himself; reviewing his experience, forecasting his work, and considering his position. He who learns from God and so gets the seed, will soon find wisdom within himself growing in the garden of his soul (compare Isaiah 30:21).


  8-11. The fear of death at one time cast its dark shadow over the soul of the Redeemer, and we read that "he was heard in that he feared." There appeared unto him an angel, strengthening him; perhaps the heavenly messenger reassured him of his glorious resurrection as his people's surety, and of the eternal joy into which he should admit the flock redeemed by blood. The hope shone full upon our Lord's soul, and as recorded in these verses he surveyed the future with holy confidence because he had a continued eye to Jehovah, and enjoyed his perpetual presence. He felt that thus sustained, he could never be driven from his life's grand design; nor was he, for he stayed not his hand till he could say, "It is finished." What an infinite mercy was this for us!


  In this immovableness, caused by simple faith in the divine help, Jesus is to be viewed as our exemplar; to recognize the presence of the Lord is the duty of every believer, and to trust the Lord as our champion and guard is the privilege of every saint.


  8-9. Because he is at my right hand. The apostle translates verse 8 as, "I foresaw the Lord always before my face" (Acts 2:25). The eye of Jesus' faith could discern beforehand the continuance of divine support to his suffering Son, in such a degree that he should never be moved from the accomplishment of his purpose of redeeming his people. By the power of God at his right hand he foresaw that he should smite through all who rose up against him, and on that power he placed the firmest reliance. He clearly foresaw that he must die, for he speaks of his flesh resting, and of his soul in the abode of separate spirits; death was full before his face, or he would not have mentioned corruption; but such was his devout reliance upon his God, that he sang over the tomb, and rejoiced in vision of the sepulchre. He knew that the visit of his soul to Sheol, or the invisible world of disembodied spirits, would be a very short one, and that his body in a very brief space would leave the grave, uninjured by its sojourn there; all this made him say, my heart is glad, and moved his tongue, the glory of his frame, to rejoice in God, the strength of his salvation. Oh for such holy faith in the prospect of trial and death! It is the work of faith, not merely to create a peace which passeth all understanding, but to fill the heart full of gladness until the tongue bursts forth in praise. Faith gives us living joy, and bestows dying rest: my flesh also shall rest in hope.


  10. Our Lord Jesus was not disappointed in his hope. He declared his Father's faithfulness in the words, thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, and that faithfulness was proven on the resurrection morning. Among the departed and disembodied Jesus was not left; he had believed in the resurrection, and he received it on the third day, when his body rose in glorious life, just as he had said in joyous confidence, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Into the outer prison of the grave his body might go, but into the inner prison of corruption he could not enter. He who in soul and body was preeminently God's Holy One was loosed from the pains of death because it was not possible that he should be held by it. This is noble encouragement to all the saints; die they must, but rise they shall, and though in their case they shall see corruption, yet they shall rise to everlasting life. Christ's resurrection is the cause, the earnest, the guarantee, and the emblem of the rising of all his people.


  Wretched will that man be who, when the Philistines of death invade his soul, shall find that, like Saul, he is forsaken of God; but blessed is he who has the Lord at his right hand, for he shall fear no ill, but shall look forward to an eternity of bliss.
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