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            Ian Ritchie leads ritchie*studio, one of the world’s most innovative and influential contemporary architectural practices, based in London.

            
                

            

            He also co-founded the design engineering practice Rice Francis Ritchie (aka RFR) in Paris which contributed to several of President Mitterrand’s ‘Grands Projets’ including the Louvre Pyramids and Sculpture Courts, and La Villette Cité des Sciences.

            
                

            

            Ian is a Royal Academician and a member of the Akademie der Künste in Berlin. He is an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Academy of Music and Royal Academy of Engineering, and Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and Society of Façade Engineering.

            
                

            

            He is advisor to the Backstage Trust, member of Milan Polytechnic’s Urbanism, Architecture and Construction Academic Board, and has been adviser to the British Museum, Natural History Museum, The Ove Arup Foundation, President of Columbia University, and the Centre for Urban Science and Progress NYU.

            
                

            

            He has chaired international juries including RIBA Stirling Prize, French Govt. Jeunes Albums, Czech Architecture Grand Prix and the Berlin Art Prize.

            
                

            

            His art is held in several international galleries, museums and private collections.
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            Introduction

         

         The only life we know is the one that exists within the biosphere of our planet.

         
             

         

         And as many of us have known since the 1970s, in the complex interplay between humanity and our planet, a delicate equilibrium hangs in the balance. Our biosphere is in distress because Earth’s overall albedo – measured by the amount of solar energy absorbed and emitted from Earth’s surface – is being subtly modulated by the composition of the atmosphere that surrounds the planet. As carbon dioxide levels increase, absorbing and re-emitting more of the sun’s energy in the form of infra-red radiation, the planet’s surface temperature is increasing over the long term.

         
             

         

         In the second chapter, ‘Architecture, Ecology and Global Economics’, of my first book, (well) Connected Architecture, I speculated on the implications of our interdependence.

         
             

         

         A new wider and more appreciative Europe is, hopefully, not simply the creation in the coming years of the largest, most powerful single economic market that the world has ever seen, but a staging post, symbolic of a desire to achieve a more integrated whole world … The Earth owes man nothing.

         
             

         

         This collection is more than a personal journey. It is also a plea to transcend conventional thinking and embrace the interconnectedness of all things. During the past fifty years, our shortsightedness has undermined the potential for a global appreciation of the climate threat and blinded us to the fact that we all share the same air 5and water. As human civilisation faces an existential environmental crisis, exacerbated by political short-termism and wilful ignorance, we seem to be moving politically further away than ever from a global consensus on climate.

         
             

         

         Yet I remain optimistic. Just as throughout my life I have always sought to express our relationship with the natural world through the transformative power of architecture and art, I am convinced that we will come to understand the transformative potential within our grasp, developing ways to allow human life to be in harmony within the biosphere and in the process redefining the way humankind views its place on the Earth – an Earth that will be quite different from the one my generation has known.

         
             

         

         ian ritchie, london, february 2024

         
             

         

         This is the final book of the trilogy, Lines, Light and Life, and includes poems from 1965-2024

         
             

         

         Li – 理 is a concept found in neo-Confucian Chinese philosophy underlying reason and order of nature
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