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This book is dedicated to our sons
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to God’s Call to Greatness.
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INTRODUCTION



The relationship between a father and son is one of the most anointed relationships ever designed by God. In fact, it existed before the creation of the world, as seen in the very nature of God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. When Jesus left the heavens and became a man, the Father was overjoyed. We see evidence of this when Jesus emerges from the water of baptism and hears the voice of His Father, in Matthew 3:16–17 HCSB:




After Jesus was baptized, He went up immediately from the water. The heavens suddenly opened for Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on Him. And there came a voice from heaven: This is My beloved Son. I take delight in Him!





God’s favor rests on His Son, Jesus. In the same way, God’s favor and delight rests upon us. When we discover that we are God’s beloved, we need to embrace it—at which point we can become His beloved to others. Fathers, have you embraced God’s words about how valuable you are to Him? Do you feel His pleasure and affection? Once you do, you are empowered to become the beloved to your son.


The Father’s statement “My beloved Son” is more than just an approval or validation. It is a manifestation of pure and true love. It’s a statement of identity. Your son is your beloved; that simply means precious, adored, cherished, treasured, prized, highly regarded, admired, esteemed, and favorite one. Unfortunately, most sons don’t experience this and instead feel they are no good, forgotten, worthless, rejected, and unlovable. No matter what they do, they do not measure up to their father’s expectations. But this is not God’s design for this relationship.


Can you imagine if every son knew that he was his father’s beloved? It would be life-changing because it would eliminate the son’s quest to earn his father’s love and acceptance. It would end the performance-based relationship that is dependent on how well he does on the field, in the classroom, in his career, or on stage. His identity and place in the family would be secure and not affected by circumstances, successes, or failures. Sons would live with security, confidence, and courage knowing that their dad will always be there for them.


But it doesn’t stop there. God the Father tops it off with “I delight in Him.” The Father is thrilled, overjoyed, and pleased with His Son. Every son needs and deserves to hear these five words from his father: I am pleased with you. God can do much with these five words.


As fathers, we desire to experience this type of love with our sons. The Bible has given us countless examples of the father–son relationship by:


•Fathers blessing their sons


•Fathers modeling their walk with God for their sons


•Fathers mentoring their sons


•Fathers asking God to heal their sons


•Fathers reconciling broken and damaged relationships with their sons


•Fathers waiting for their wayward sons to come back home


Called to Greatness is a powerful tool to ignite the faith of fathers and sons by intentionally bringing them together every day for thirty-one days. In one month, God can do miraculous things to develop, repair, and mature your relationship. This book is best utilized if you decide to commit one month to fire up your relationship and go through these thirty-one devotionals together.


It would be beneficial to define the health of your relationship before you begin. Knowing where you are will help you know where you want to go. It also gives you insight into how to approach the relationship. Most likely, you could define your relationship in one of three ways:


1.  Hot –You are engaged, encouraged, and enthusiastic. You feel very good about your father–son relationship. You would give it a rating of 8 or above on a 1-to-10 scale. Both of you would say it is close-knit, solid, and healthy. You spend time together and have a strong connection and bond. This devotional will be extremely helpful in continuing to strengthen what you already have. Don’t let up. Keep it strong by investing in it with this devotional. Take it to the next level. Never be content with where you are. There is always room for improvement.


2.  Warm –You may be so-so, stuck, or stable. You would rate your relationship 5 to 7 out of 10. There is some intentionality, but distractions and busyness get in the way of it being great. Maybe yours is better than many relationships around you, but you aren’t experiencing the fullness that you know you could. You are at a critical time to fuel the fire and allow these thirty-one days to be the igniter you need. Give everything you have to repair needed areas and grow your relationship.


3.  Cold –You are distant, disengaged, or damaged. Your relationship may be marked by conflict, disappointment, or even anger. You would rate your relationship 4 or below. There are real and hard reasons why it’s cold. This book could be the very thing that breathes new life into your relationship. Ask God for a fresh touch to reconcile and restore the relationship to where God wants it. Believe in Him to do a mighty work.


It really doesn’t matter how you rate your relationship right now; that simply gives you a starting point for discussion and improvement. It’s never how you start, but how you finish, that counts. Enter the process with a spirit of humility and courage.


In today’s world, it is rare to find the traditional father–son relationship. No matter what situation you find yourself in, it’s important to overcome any obstacles or barriers and decide to cultivate the relationship and let God do His work. Even if you don’t have a father, pursue and ask a father figure to walk with you for thirty-one days.


Noted sociologist Dr. David Popenoe says, “Involved fathers bring positive benefits to their children that no other person is as likely to bring.” Called to Greatness provides fathers and sons devotional readings around themes like loving unconditionally, walking in integrity, pursuing purity, making a difference, living a life of significance, and being great in the eyes of God. Called to Greatness invites and empowers fathers and sons to become great men who humbly and faithfully serve a great God.


With these thirty-one devotions, fathers can maximize their time with their sons with just ten minutes each day for an entire month. Each devotional features a life-application story, Scripture, application questions, a Take Action section for discussion and journaling, and a heart- and mind-transforming prayer.


Carve out the time. Decide that your relationship with your son (or father) deserves thirty-one days of focus. This could be one of the most significant things you do with him. Don’t delay. Start today and let God begin to do His work.


Called to Greatness may have the only introduction that makes you do some work before you dive into the book. Everything that’s important in life is worth the effort to make it great. As we shared, each session ends with a Take Action section and a prayer. We would like for you to start now and assess your relationship to make sure you’re on the same page before diving in. It’s vital to define and manage expectations. Getting both of you on the same page will allow the Spirit of the Living God to do His work. The Spirit of the Lord shows up powerfully in unity! Get connected. Get unified.


Here we go!
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TAKE ACTION


1. Establish your starting point.


Individually rate your relationship from 1 to 10 with 10 being the best. Share your number with each other. With no criticism or complaint, share why you gave it that rating. Be honest and transparent with each other.


Write your starting point number here: ___________


2. Discuss your relational temperature.


Based on your scores, would your relationship be considered hot, warm, or cold? Go back and look at the descriptions of each category. Would you agree or change the description of your relationship? Talk openly with each other about your assessment.


Write your relationship temperature here: ___________


3. Create a vision for the future.


Discuss what you’re expecting from the next thirty-one days as you go through the process of investing in your relationship. Take a look into the future and describe what you hope your relationship will look like at the end of the thirty-one days. Write down that picture in words here. Ask and trust God for that.


Describe your expectations for your relationship here:








TAKE THE
CALLED TO
GREATNESS
31-DAY CHALLENGE
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It’s time to take the Called to Greatness 31-Day Challenge together as father and son. We expect this 31-day journey together to ignite our faith and strengthen our relationship as it prepares us for a life of purpose, passion, and power.


Lord Jesus, we are responding to the call to greatness placed on our lives. We want to be transformed more and more into Your likeness and be connected to each other for Your purposes. We expect You, Lord, to do the miraculous in us and through us along this journey together. We ask for Your help in order to have the relationship You’ve designed and desire us to have. Amen.


On this day, we take the Called to Greatness 31-Day Challenge:
















	Father’s Signature

	 

	Date






	Son’s Signature

	 

	Date







Follow us on Twitter @called2greatness


Sign up for our newsletter at www.wisdomwalks.org


Pray Together


Father, we ask You to do Your work in our relationship…in Your way and in Your timing. We need Your help and guidance as we take this step of faith to trust You to begin to pull back the hard layers of our hearts that have prevented us from hearing Your whisper. Teach us. Show us. Reveal to us the areas that need the healing touch of Jesus. We are expecting great things because we serve a great God. Have Your way with us, Lord Jesus Christ. Come, Holy Spirit. Amen.
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EVERYBODY’S DOING IT





CALLED TO GREATNESS PRINCIPLE


Go against the flow.
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If you decide to just go with the flow, you’ll end up where the flow goes, which is usually downhill, often leading to a big pile of sludge and a life of unhappiness. You’ll end up doing what everyone else is doing.


–Sean Covey





As a kid, I remember trying to convince my mom and dad that I should be allowed to do something because all my friends were doing it. Their parents were permitting it (either they were lying or their parents never knew about it), but my parents would end the conversation with, “If all your friends were jumping off a bridge, should we let you do that too?” It was tough to overcome that argument. They always said that we weren’t going to be like everybody else and we would do things differently. They assured me that in the long run that would be a good thing. Now as a parent, I find myself saying the same things. It turns out they were right.


Every young man feels this tension of fitting into the crowd or going with the flow. Most boys feel pressure to be liked or fit in with the “cool” kids, and many will compromise their standards and stop doing “the right thing,” particularly when it comes to using foul language, talking inappropriately about girls, laughing at foul jokes, and watching videos. It eventually moves into the areas of alcohol, drugs, and sex. This tension doesn’t stop when you become a man. In some ways peer pressure gets stronger every year.


Fitting in takes no effort.


God calls us to do things differently. If we do life the way everybody else does, we will get the life that everybody else has. Following the crowd is easy. We instantly feel accepted and part of the group without struggle or tension. When we do what everybody else is doing, we are destined for mediocrity. The majority doesn’t strive for excellence, because they drop their standards and ambitions to the lowest common denominator. Going with the flow never produces greatness. In the crowd are missed opportunities, unrealized potential, and regrets.


Jesus expects more of us.


Jesus wants us to stand up and stand out. He wants us to go against the flow. He wants us to be the one who stands instead of bowing down to the idols of the day. He wants us to be the one who isn’t afraid to pray in the restaurant when no one else is praying before they eat. He wants us to rise early and start our day in the Word, seeking Him, while our friends soak up one more hour of sleep. He wants us to live with a sense of mission and passion and go against the flow of our culture. All the great leaders of God swam upstream.




Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. –Romans 12:1–2 MSG





God calls us to go against the flow. So look around. What is everybody else doing? Are they taking care of their health, or are they eating junk? Are they entertained by garbage on TV or at the movies, or are they protecting their heart by shielding their eyes? Are they engaging in gossip and inappropriate jokes at the expense of others? Chances are good that if everybody is doing it, you probably shouldn’t. If your life looks like everybody else’s, ask yourself two questions: Why? and Is that a good thing, or does something need to change?


There are three great blessings when we go against the flow:


1.  God will be glorified.
When we go against the flow, we position ourselves for God to work in the most unlikely ways. When we go against the flow, God’s power is displayed in us so His fame can be spread through us. God gets the credit, not us.


2.  Greatness is produced.
Going with the flow produces mediocrity, never greatness. Going against the flow will always produce strength, courage, tenacity, and boldness. It feels good to be different, especially when you know you’re doing it God’s way.


3.  God is pleased.
God delights when His children swim upstream with a little wiggle. Your earthly father does too. Any old dead fish can go with the flow, but only a living fish can go against it. God is pleased when we are set apart for His service.


The cool thing is that being different can actually build your strength of character. Being different and choosing the higher road makes you stronger. Men of God have had to be different; they’ve had to take some heat for not giving in to pressure. They’ve all felt lonely and like outsiders in the group. Some days that really stinks. But they’ve learned that God’s ways are always best.


One of the best things a father can do for his son is to model what it looks like to be different. Don’t do what everybody else does. Find key decisions to make that are different—like not drinking, or choosing to spend time with the family instead of out with “the guys.” And then invest that time with your son, reinforcing his strength to be different and rewarding who he is becoming as a young man. Celebrate that you are in it together.


We are called to greatness.


We live by a different standard. We must be willing to take the narrow road that leads to life without compromise. Don’t do what everybody else is doing. Come together as father and son and decide to do things differently together. The godly life requires that we go against the flow.




TAKE ACTION


1. Are you going with the flow or against the flow? In what ways does your life look like everybody else’s? In what ways is it different?


2. Why is it hard to swim upstream? What role does peer pressure play?


3. What are some key areas where you need to change direction and go against the flow? List them and share with each other. Decide what you can do differently together and form a pact to stick together.


Father, help us to find ways to go against the flow. Give us the courage we will need to do the right thing and be different, especially when it requires that we stand alone. Build a bond between us that celebrates that we are different and doing life Your way. Amen.
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EYE-POPPING GRACE





CALLED TO GREATNESS PRINCIPLE


Grace is getting the good we don’t deserve.
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I do not understand the mystery of grace—only that it meets us where we are and does not leave us where it found us.


–Anne Lamott





Floyd Harris gave me the same reply every time I asked him how he was doing. It was his trademark saying: “Better than I deserve.” The first time he said it to me, I was confused, so I asked him what he meant. He had a one-word answer: “Grace.” Floyd was a godly eighty-year-old man who knew that the secret to life was to live by grace. I have often used the “Floydian” reply myself, and I typically receive the same response that I gave to Floyd.

OEBPS/images/common1.jpg





OEBPS/images/fig011-01.jpg
L2 Dk





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
J <

CALLED
TO
REATNES

RRR

" 31 DEVOTIONS TO IGNITE

TI—IE FAITI—I OF FATHERS 8 SONS

BN BRI E L@ N
8 JIMMY PAGE






OEBPS/images/common.jpg





OEBPS/images/titlef.jpg
C AILILED
e
((JREATNESS

uuuuuuuuuu





