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Physical Characteristics of the Kerry Blue Terrier


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Skull: Flat, with very slight stop, of but moderate breadth between the ears, and narrowing very slightly to the eyes.


Head: Long, but not exaggerated, and in good proportion to the rest of the body.


Eyes: Dark, small, not prominent, well placed and with a keen terrier expression.
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Ears: Of moderate thickness, carried forward close to the cheeks.


Neck: Clean and moderately long, gradually widening to the shoulders.


Nose: Black, nostrils large and wide.


Cheeks: Clean and level, free from bumpiness.


Jaws: Deep, strong and muscular.


Chest: Deep and of but moderate breadth.


Forequarters: Shoulders fine, long and sloping, well laid back and well knit. The forelegs should be straight from both front and side view. The pasterns short, straight and hardly noticeable. Feet should be strong, compact, fairly round and moderately small.


Back: Short, strong and straight.


Loin: Short and powerful.


Tail: Set on high, of moderate length and carried gaily erect.


Coat: Soft, dense and wavy.


Color: The correct mature color is any shade of blue gray or gray blue from the deep slate to light blue gray, of a fairly uniform color throughout except that distinctly darker to black parts may appear on the muzzle, head, ears, tail and feet.


Hindquarters: Strong and muscular with full freedom of action, the thighs long and powerful, stifles well bent, hocks near the ground and upright and parallel with each other. Feet as in front.


Size: A height of 18–19.5 inches for a dog, and 17.5–19 inches for a bitch, should be given primary preference.
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Today’s distinctive “Irish Blue,” the Kerry Blue Terrier, comes to us from mysterious origins, which serve to make this breed even more alluring and romantic.
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THE MYSTERY OF THE IRISH BLUE


There’s a lovely tale about the origin of the Irish Blue Terrier, or the breed known outside its native land as the Kerry Blue Terrier. It seems that one day in the distant past, as the story goes, a ship was wrecked in Tralee Bay. A beautiful blue dog swam ashore and was found to be such a game terrier that all the wheaten terriers in County Kerry (or the whole of Ireland, if you care to believe it) were bred to him. And thus the beautiful Irish Blue Terrier evolved. You’ll have to agree this does have the flavor of Irish folklore about it.


The usual arguments over a breed’s dubious origins, which exist even within a small island area, are heard to this day in vociferous Celtic debates between terrier breeders of the Irish (or Kerry) Blue, the red Irish, the Soft Coated Wheaten and the Glen of Imaal. There are almost as many claims regarding what went into each breed as there are breeders and writers on the subject. It would seem that each stands by one or another version of the Kerry’s history and, since no concrete proof is available to substantiate any one view as absolutely right or wrong, the guessing game continues.


In Baerla, the earliest of the Brehon Code, dating from long ago, rules were laid down as to the breeding, ownership and care of dogs in Ireland. Only the Irish nobility was allowed to breed and hunt with Irish Wolfhounds, for example. It was not unusual for noblemen to claim as their own all dogs used for hunting and guarding. Similar written laws were in effect in Wales. The terriers were the designated dogs of the peasantry and, as such, became good vermin hunters to have around the farms. Their speed in bringing down rabbits made them well suited for poaching on the land of the gentry.
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Son of Int. Ch. Blue Leader Helter Skelter, Eng. Ch. Princeton Hell-of-a-Fellow was bred by Mr. F. C. Frampton in 1930. He won his first Challenge Certificate in 1933 and became a champion in 1934. Compared to the Kerries of today, this “Fellow” would be considered unrefined and coarse.


One theory would have the Kerry Blue as the progenitor of all other Irish terrier breeds. Another is that the Soft Coated Wheaten was the taproot, combined with that fabled blue or black dog that swam ashore. Or perhaps it was the Irish Terrier, which is now only red, but according to Rawdon Lee, writing in 1894, was once accepted also in black, brindle or blue. It was said by some that it was the Irish Terrier crossed with the Bedlington Terrier (or even the Bedlington crossed with the Irish Wolfhound) that produced the Irish Blue. Or was it the Wheaten crossed with the Irish Wolfhound, keeping in mind the Wolfhound of yesteryear was a smaller dog than the giants we know today? Still others would have the Wheaten crossed with the Bull Terrier or the now-extinct Old English Terrier.
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Ben-Edar Blaise, at three-and-one-half months of age, in 1930. Ben-Edar Blaise became a champion and was imported into the US, where he was very well known. He is pictured with Ben-Edar Black Prince and Ben-Edar Beetle.


Well, you begin to see where all of this leaves us: with a completely unsolvable mystery. Guesses, theories and leprechaunlike legends abound, but the facts are few and far between.


This island nation’s ancient history of sea trade with most of the known world as well as the British Isles undoubtedly included the occasional exchange of a pup or two, lending credence to the “blue dog that swam ashore.” However, clan warfare, famines and mass migrations from Ireland must also have had an impact on the native breeds of dog. When any nation suffers from man-made or natural disasters, the continuance of pure-bred dogs is inevitably left to a few dedicated and more fortunate individuals. During a famine, with little food for the family, there would not be much left to feed dogs, which in better times would have been well cared for and bred to further their working ability. And “working ability” is the key.
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The Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier has been implied by some cynologists to be the taproot of the Kerry Blue breed.
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The Irish Terrier (today only seen in red) may have been a progenitor of the Kerry Blue, possibly from a cross to the Bedlington Terrier.
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Eng. Ch. Another Prince of Chevin, bred by successful early breeder Mrs. H. A. Toft, was the winner of 13 Challenge Certificates.
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Eng. Ch. Princeton Grey Bat, bred by Miss C. Williams, was a Challenge Certificate winner of her day.


Prior to the competitive dog show, the value of any dog was based solely on its performance at its given function, which, in the case of the Kerry Blue, was to control vermin, herd livestock, retrieve fowl from land or lake, dispatch the odd river otter and protect the owner’s home as an alert watchdog. The deciding factor in mating with a neighbor’s dog would have been its skill in any of these essential areas. Extremely few breeds, as we know them today, were truly pure-bred from the start. Breeds have always been crossed in order to produce a dog better able to do the work required of it. There is little doubt that matings—especially those done during the bleak periods in Irish history—involved a mixture of breeds.


The arrival and immediate popularity of dog shows in the late 1800s drastically changed the cottage farmer’s attitude toward breeding practices by putting an instant monetary value on the pure-bred dog regardless of its intended purpose in life. Now there was financial gain to be had in the selective breeding of dogs so they would continue to breed true, passing on uniformity in size, appearance and working ability. Form and function remained the criteria, but a bonus for beauty was only just down the road.


In 1886, Stonehenge (one of the best known early writers on dogs) judged a coursing terrier match and commented on the gameness of a blue Irish terrier. In 1892, there was also a reference to the “gamest and truest breed of terriers—the blue devils.” However, this latter is likely a reference to those dogs in the Dublin area that were in fact Bedlingtons, not Kerries. This led Edward C. Ashe to surmise that the true makeup of the Kerry Blue was the Bedlington crossed with the red Irish Terrier and, he added, “perhaps the Dandie Dinmont.”


Old writings on the terriers in Ireland refer to them in every possible color: red, wheaten, blue-gray, black and tan, grizzle and brindle. Several writers go so far as to mention the Glen of Imaal as mostly blue and tan or blue-brindle as well as wheaten and thus put forth their claim to the Irish Blue.


It is equally possible that the real truth lies in the simplest, or most obvious, format. A black, or even a black and tan, terrier, long an Irish resident, was purposely crossed with the wheaten-colored farm terrier. Of the resulting pups, only the blue mutations were kept for further breeding (whether more for their skills or their unusual color, we may never know). Some of the physical similarities of the Kerry Blue and the Soft Coated Wheaten would certainly favor such a combination. But then there is that nagging suspicion that, early in the last century, a Portuguese Water Dog or two may have been taken in trade for sheep, to add “water retriever” to the native terrier’s list of accomplishments.




CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.
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We do know that the breed, as we see it today, is not exceptionally old. Despite an occasional reference to a breed of this general type having been seen in and around County Kerry “for some time,” there is nothing to substantiate these vague claims. The first reference made to classes for “silver-haired Irish terriers” was a show at Limerick in 1887, of which five were said to be a lovely slate-blue. In 1892, a show near Killarney held a class for Irish Terriers (Blue).


However, in 1900 at a Dublin show, the renowned terrier judge from the US, Charles G. Hopton, dismissed dogs exhibited in this Irish Terrier class as “half-bred Bedlingtons.” Two years later, that same show offered a class for Blue Terriers (Working) and 14 blue-grizzle dogs were entered. (It should be noted here that Hopton apparently changed his low opinion of this new breed and himself imported a slate-gray Kerry Blue to America in 1921.)


IRISH RHAPSODY IN BLUE: THE KERRY COMES OF AGE


The breed called the Irish Blue Terrier was benched for the first time in 1913 at a dog show in Cork judged by the all-breed judge Frank Butler, who found the dogs to be quite small and still blue-grizzle. Then in September 1916 he judged a show in Killarney where the breed was first called the Kerry Blue Terrier, and he was more definitive, but no more impressed. There were 20 Blues entered and despite the cheering from spectators and exhibitors alike, Mr. Butler wrote, “The exhibits were all sizes, from a small Fox Terrier to an Old English Sheepdog and certainly resembled the latter breed very much, most of them being blue in color.” His Best of Breed was a bitch, Blue Belle, owned by Miss Measure Casey, who later became Mrs. Casey Hewitt of the famous Munster kennels. The determination of Miss Casey and the quality of her bitch marked the beginning of uniformity in the Kerry breed.


The Dublin Irish Blue Terrier Club (DIBTC) was organized in 1920 and managed to bring together leaders from both sides of the political aisle (pro and con Irish national independence). It is amazing to ponder that these opposing politicians could join hands over a dog! Due to the tolerance invoked by the DIBTC, Dan Nolan, despite being wanted by British authorities for his Republican Army activities, was asked to judge the first show held by the club at Longrishe Place, Dublin on October 16, 1920. The show was held after curfew, which was law at that time; thus, all participants were at a great risk.


Michael Collins, Ireland’s renowned patriot, whose Irish Blue Terrier, Convict 24, was almost as famous as his politician-owner in the 1920s, tried to have the breed accepted as the National Dog of Ireland. He did not succeed in that venture, but remained an avid promoter of the breed. In 1922, members of the DIBTC organized a meeting to form the Irish Kennel Club (IKC) in opposition to The Kennel Club of England. The supporters of the breed were a determined lot! The first dog registered with the IKC was a Kerry Blue Terrier named Fuamnach, owned by Harry B. Fottrell.


In 1922 The Kennel Club in London officially recognized the breed as the Kerry Blue Terrier, named for the area felt to be most closely associated with its origin. Other breeders in southern Ireland were a bit put out by the Kerry appellation, basing their displeasure on the grounds that the breed did not originate solely in County Kerry. Eventually the argument was settled and County Kerry won the day. Two years later, the American Kennel Club (AKC) gave the breed full recognition in the Terrier Group, and four years later, in 1928, the Canadian Kennel Club did the same.


In addition to the DIBTC, there are now two clubs in Northern Ireland—the Northern Ireland Kerry Blue Terrier Association (NIKBTA) and the Ulster Kerry Blue Terrier Club (UKBTC)—and one in Cork, the International Kerry Blue Terrier Club (IKBTC).
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Eng. Ch. Muricroft Thora, bred by top breeders of their time, Misses H. and H. K. Henry. This is one of the earliest champions made up in the UK, winning five CCs in 1931.
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Eng. Ch. Kenmare Doreen, bred by J. O. Regan in 1925, won 14 Challenge Certificates in the late 1920s when exhibited by the Earl of Kenmare.


Mrs. Casey Hewitt not only introduced the breed to English breeders but also was the driving force in having the breed recognized by The Kennel Club. She even cajoled show committees to provide classes for the Kerry Blue Terrier. Her efforts successfully culminated in the breed’s being shown at England’s prestigious Crufts Dog Show in 1922. Ten Kerry Blues were entered, most of them owned or bred by Mrs. Hewitt.


The Kerry was not an instant success in England. Two things stood in the way. First, at this time the breed was shown completely in the rough, whereas most of the Blue’s terrier cousins in England were being tidied up. Second, the ring manners of the Kerry were considered to be too rough for both exhibitors and spectators. Scissors and combs quickly solved the unkempt appearance, and ring behavior was improved, with even the occasional flare-up (generally between two stud dogs) frowned upon. Thanks to careful breeding and more understanding of how pups should be raised, the gameness, intelligence and all other desirable basic characteristics of the breed were retained, while temperament improved.


[image: image]


Ch. Torums Scarf Michael, or “Mick” to his chums, won England’s prestigious Crufts Dog Show in March 2000 and went on to win, among other US shows, the 2003 Westminster Kennel Club Show “across the pond.”


Although the show entries in Ireland were huge, with 20 to 30 in an average class, the dogs were criticized for lack of qualities put forth in the breed standard: feet neither small nor round, heavy ears, light eyes and, perhaps the most serious fault, poor fronts on long-bodied dogs with poor hindquarters. Movement of this all-around working terrier was a prime concern. It is obvious that breeders took the criticisms seriously, because most of these failings were vastly improved or eliminated in surprisingly short order.


The first Irish Kennel Club Championship Show was held on March 17, 1922—St. Patrick’s Day—and Kerry Blues had the highest entry, with 257 entered. The first Irish champion was Ch. Rog Tailteann, owned by Mr. Harry B. Fottrell.


Public approval of the breed quickly spread to the United States, where a national club was organized in 1923, merging with another in 1938 and known since as the United States Kerry Blue Terrier Club (USKBTC).


In England, the first dog champion was Irish-bred Midland Beauty (his name was later changed to Martell’s Sapphire Beauty). The first bitch Challenge Certificate went to Belle of Munster at the age of seven, but by that time she was missing front teeth and so never earned a championship. That honor went to Ch. Charley’s Aunt of Leysfield in 1923. Ch. Castletown Rose was the first dual (Irish and English) champion bitch.


The foundation of the breed in England was Mrs. Casey Hewitt’s dog Brian King of Munster. Her influence on the breed together with Brian King’s dominant genes were such that by 1930 almost every winning Kerry in England was a descendant of this dog, including Brachill of Baily and Ch. Ben of Marchia. Brian King was the grandsire of Ch. Charley’s Aunt of Leysfield and of Ch. Dan O’Dorney, the first dual Irish-English champion dog.


Ch. Nofa Jacobin, the first English-bred Kerry champion, was another stud force who sired many top dogs. Ch. Joe Leysfield was the grandsire of Eng. Am. Ch. Black Prince of the Chevin, the first Kerry Blue Terrier to win a Best in Show all-breeds at a Championship Show in England. Miss H. A. Toft (Chevin) was a very successful breeder in those early years. Most of her dogs were sold to Mr. Calvert Butler (Watteau). Her line was considered to produce large upstanding dogs, which may have accounted for their great success in the United States, where the bigger Kerries fared better in the show ring—and still do.


As further evidence of the breed’s attaining uniformity as well as merit, Leysfield Bluebeard and Breezehurst Blue Buster won the Any Variety Brace at the Royal Show in Leicester in 1924. That same year, two others were second in the International Terrier Brace Class at Crufts.


In 1926, Kerry Blue Terriers in Ireland had to prove their gameness before being made up champions, regardless of how many Challenge Certificates they may have won. The two tests held under the rules and license of the Irish Kennel Club were the Teastas Beag and the Teastas Mohr. In the Beag, dogs were tested for their hunting ability on rabbits and rats; in the Mohr, the Kerry had to hunt a badger in its natural earth and stay in contact with it for five minutes. The dog also qualified if it drew the badger in less time. These tests were discontinued in 1963.


[image: image]


A new champion for Heritage Kerries, Ch. Heritage The Artful Dodger is owned by William and Carol Kearney.


A NOTE ON COLOR


As recently as the 1950s, Dr. Gerard Pierse held to the Soft Coated Wheaten as the correct ancestor of the Kerry Blue, noting that a wheaten-colored pup still occasionally turned up in a Kerry litter. Until the arrival of competitive dog shows in the mid-1800s, no one was overly concerned about the specific color of any terrier. Function was foremost. If the dog could catch the badgers, rabbits or rats worrying the farmer, it mattered little if the dog were blue, black or brindle, with or without brown markings.


It wasn’t until 1924 that the brown colors were no longer allowed in the adult Irish Blue Terrier in Ireland. The ruling was also specific in stating that, by two years of age, there had to be some evidence of the immature black coat’s clearing to blue. It should be noted, however, that some adults don’t complete the color change until three or four years of age, and some never do.


KERRIES ON TOP OF THE WORLD


Mr. J. Weatherhead is acknowledged as one of the most knowledgeable Kerry breeders in Ireland. One of his dogs, Ir. Eng. Ch. Hallsblu Seventh Wonder, was Best of Breed in 1996 at the St. Patrick’s Day Championship Show and became Top Dog all-breeds in Ireland. The St. Patrick’s Day winner in 1997 was Ir. Eng. Ch. Arranshair Pioneer, bred by Mr. J. Foley and owned by Mr. R. Good of Cork and Mr. Ron Ramsay of Birkenhead, England. In 1998 a dog bred and owned by Mr. R. Deardon and Ms. R. Robinson, Ir. Eng. Ch. Sign Seal & Deliver, won the Best of Breed. Called “Shamus,” he was also Top Kerry Blue Terrier in Ireland that year. In 1999 the breed winner at the St. Patrick’s show was Eng. Ch. Torums Scarf Michael, owned by Mr. Ramsay, under the well-known American terrier judge Ric Chashoudian. “Mick,” as the dog is called, went on to Group 2. In March 2000 Mick topped his show record with a Best in Show at Crufts, the most prestigious honor any dog could gain in the UK. He went on to gain fame in the US as Best of Breed at the 2003 Westminster Kennel Club Show—truly “top dog” on both sides of the Atlantic.


Among the leading breeders of Kerry Blues in their native land in recent years are Mr. Deardon, Mr. and Mrs. Delmar, Mr. Good and the Neill family. A few highly regarded breeders who show less often, but are still breeding good dogs, are Mr. E. Madden and Mr. T. Barry, both from Cork, and Mr. Weatherhead.


About 180 Kerry Blues are registered annually with the Irish Kennel Club, whereas only about half that number are registered in England. In the US, annual registrations average about 400 a year. Most Kerries do not remain in Ireland after gaining their championships but are sold to people in England, continental Europe or the US. This is because they gain their titles at about two years of age—long before their prime—and it is not common practice for the Irish to continue to show dogs once they’ve attained championships. Likewise, good American-bred specimens have been crossing the Atlantic back to Ireland, too!


KERRIES IN THE US


In the first few years after the breed’s recognition, the Misses H. K. and H. Henry of Ben-Edar kennels in England made up seven champions, quite a feat for a new breed. The Ben-Edar kennels and Miss Hope A. Toft’s Chevin kennels, in addition to those of Munster and Leysfield, supplied many top foundation Kerries to breeders in America.


Among the first Irish and English Kerries sent to America to gain AKC championships were the following: in 1923, Brian of Muchia (by Ch. Brian King of Munster ex Eileen Mavourneen), bred by Mrs. Casey Hewitt; in 1924, Carraig Dul Maeve (by Handsome John ex Codnarig Lass), bred by C. O’Herlihy; in 1926, The Liberator (by Ch. Brian King of Munster ex Margaret of Munster), another bred by Mrs. Hewitt; and the English dog Victar of Leysfield (by Quinolars Scamp ex Quinolars Lassie), bred by T. Collins and followed by several more Leysfield Kerries.
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Ch. Bluebeard’s The Answer, handled by Ernesto Lara, for owners Larry and Carol Brown.




TRUE BLUE


Once this striking blue dog was breeding true, breeders and exhibitors received it with enthusiasm. Pet owners were also charmed by the unusual color and the soft wavy coat (and, no doubt, the fact that it doesn’t shed), all in a smart-looking dog of manageable size for town or country.
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Then began a veritable deluge of this new blue breed to the United States and Canada in the 1930s, including numerous dogs from the Ben-Edar kennels alone. Among them Champions Ben-Edar Bawcock, Ben-Edar Beau, Ben-Edar Best Bet, Ben-Edar Blaise, Ben-Edar Bonaccord, Ben-Edar Bridesmaid, Eng. Ch. Ben-Edar Brigid, Ben-Edar Bell and Ben-Edar Tipton.


After a top show career in Britain, Ch. Carholme Charles, bred by Marjorie Baynard, continued his winning ways in Norway and Sweden before being sent to Canada and from there to America, where he went on to win many Terrier Groups and Bests in Show. Mrs. Walter L. Fleisher, Jr. based her Am Bruth kennels on the Charles dog. There was a great difference in grooming styles and, when the dog arrived at the Westminster show, “Zippy” (as Mrs. Fleisher is well known among Kerry fanciers) picked up her scissors and removed the “pantaloons” and exaggerated neck hair off the 18-month-old multititled dog. It was his first show in America and he took Best of Winners. Zippy even named a dog she considers to have been one of her best Ch. Am Bruth Charles Redux.


In the beginning there were two Kerry Blue Terrier breed clubs in the United States: the Kerry Blue Terrier Club of America (KBTCA) and the United States Kerry Blue Terrier Club (USKBTC). In 1938 Henry Fottrell came over from Dublin to judge the breed at the Morris & Essex show. It was the KBTCA specialty with the USKBTC offering most of the prizes (gold and bronze medals and sterling silver spoons).


As so often seems to happen in dog clubs, a strange series of events changed that arrangement of two parallel national clubs. In 1938 the KBTCA granted full membership to all the USKBTC members, thus forming one parent club. By-laws were adopted to meet the format approved by the AKC. New officers were elected. Then the problem arose to change all that organizational harmony. Apparently the USKBTC had just invested about $400 in medal dies, engravings and plates, which was a lot of money back then. So, in order to preserve this small treasure, it was decided to change the name of the newly formed union from Kerry Blue Terrier Club of America to the United States Kerry Blue Terrier Club, Inc. and so it remains.
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A Best in Show-winning Kerry, Am. and Can. Ch. Heritage Prince Pippin sired 37 champions. He is owned by William and Carol Kearney.
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A professional handler like Andrew Green can get a great dog like Ch. Bluebeard’s The Answer to look like a million bucks.


Those were defining years for the breed, with the Ben Edar stock becoming the foundation for many kennels of the day. Most of these dogs were handled by the renowned Edwin Sayres, a lifelong breeder of top Kerries under the Delwin kennel name. In 1937 he handled both six-year-old Ch. Ben-Edar Blaise and four-year-old Ch. Ben-Edar Bawcock, both owned by Dr. Edward Cuniffe of New York, as well as handling Ch. Fancy Free of Delwin (sired by the Bawcock dog), owned by Mr. and Mrs. William Fox of California.




RED, WHITE AND (KERRY) BLUE!


The first Kerry Blue to take Best in Show honors at the most well-known dog show in the United States, the prestigious Westminster Kennel Club show, was Ch. Torums Scarf Michael. Along with Westminster, “Mick” has taken Best in Show honors in the US at other large all-breed shows and at the prestigious Montgomery County Kennel Club Terrier Show in Pennsylvania in two consecutive years.





When a first prize at that time was $10, and stud fees ran from $50 to $75, the three Delwin Kerries were listed for sale at what must have seemed enormous prices then—two at $750 each and one at $650. All were sired by the Bawcock dog—such is the value of a good stud dog.


There’s no doubt the breed was becoming popular: show entries were up from around 30 in 1931 to 105 in 1938. The Kerry is a striking dog, but considering the amount of coat care and grooming required for the show ring, it is truly amazing the number of dogs that are owner-handled or breeder-owner-handled in show competition.


The breed is fortunate in having many top-notch kennels today throughout the country. Among them are Bluebeard (Larry and Carol Brown in PA, whose Ch. Bluebeard The Answer is a Scarf Michael son); Lughnasa (Gene Possidento of NY with several new champions sired by Ch. Heritage Sweeney Todd); Heritage (William and Carol Kearney of NY); Gamgee (Gerry Yeager in NJ, a breeder and handler); Cavan (George and the late Maureen Lorentz, in the breed for many years, in St. Louis); Casey (Lois Corley and Charlene Dwyer in CO); Fellbrin (Fern Rogers in Missouri); Fanfair (Ursula Sass in Michigan); Elbrlye (Carol Postley—with Irish imports over the years and numerous dogs with obedience titles, now in Florida); Everglory (Nancy and Lynn Westbrook in MS); Keribou (Siobhan and Ernest Conti of Connecticut whose Ch. Keribou Pocket of Petals was also sired by Scarf Michael and is a recent Best in Show winner) and Tontine (the Cunninghams with a record five Breed wins at Montgomery County Kennel Club over the years). The list of breeders smitten by this delightful, honest terrier charmer goes on and on.
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