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INTRODUCTION

Hi! We’re Erin and Nora, two cousins who are experts on creatures of the

forest. The book in your hands is very special and will tell you everything there

is to know about some of the world’s most famous monsters!

How did we gather so much information about these mysterious creatures?

Well, it all started when we found an old notebook hidden in the attic. We

thought it belonged to our grandmother, who was an expert on mythical

woodland creatures, but it actually belonged to our grandfather, who loved

monsters! He used to travel all over the world, so we think he actually saw

many of the monsters in his notes in person!

We took our grandfather’s notebook and did some research to fill in the

blank spots in his journal with even more legends about famous monsters. We

look forward to sharing everything we’ve discovered with you.

Get ready to travel with us from one side of the world to another, to tremble

with excitement and fear, discover fascinating mysteries, and have a ton of

fun along the way!

Pretty soon you’ll start searching for monstrous legends everywhere you go.

Happy reading!
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6

Nessie

Underwater, deep down, there may

be a cave: the perfect hiding place

for this shy monster.

Nessie has a long, thin green body with

a series of black humps and a snake-like

tail and head.

Nessie is thought to be a marine reptile, a species

related to dinosaurs, that appeared millions

of years ago and somehow survived extinction.

When Nessie emerges from the water, she

forms a series of perfect semicircles on the

surface of the lake. This is what to look for

to make sure you see her.

Imagine a deep lake in the Scottish Highlands, right in

the middle of a beautiful, fog-shrouded landscape. Now

imagine a mysterious long-necked shadow, sort of like a

large snake, slowly emerging from the dark water. Yes,

we’re talking about the famous Loch Ness monster, the

protagonist of so many legendary tales. Everyone calls

her Nessie: a pretty nickname, though it’s sure to send a

shiver down your spine! In reality, this spooky creature

is very shy. She usually hides and keeps to herself in the

murky waters of the lake to avoid being photographed by

the curious and brave tourists always looking for her on

boats or from the shore.

Scotland
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8

Nessie sightings

There are many stories and legends about her, but our grandpa focused on Nessie sightings in particular:

many people over the centuries claim to have encountered her.

The first sighting of the mysterious Loch Ness

monster dates back to 565 C.E., when an Irish monk,

St. Columba, saw her in the murky, deep waters of

the lake. The man’s reaction was very courageous,

as he confronted Nessie and ordered her to leave.

Instead of getting angry, Nessie immediately

disappeared underwater, leaving him safe

and sound!
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More recently, in 1933, hotel owners Mr. and Mrs.
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