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Crochet fashion has certainly hit the fashion catwalk runways and Geek Chic Crochet brings you 35 vintage-style garments and accessories patterns to hand crochet. There is a huge revival in ’70s and ’80s styles and the designs in this book are inspired by the hippy, boho, festival chic fashion that is just everywhere right now. Not since the crochet explosion of the ’60s has crochet caught everyone’s attention.


In researching this book, I have taken many enjoyable trips to Brick Lane, a trendy and fashionable area in east London, full of vintage shops, art galleries and cafes. Here you can find a young, art-school sense of fashion and spot the sometimes outlandish dress styles worn by many of its inhabitants; this may not be totally represented here, but I’ve tried to bring elements of this fashion into the designs and colours and hope that these will entice you into making the projects yourself.


This book has an excellent illustrated techniques section to guide you through the stitches and I’ve tried to keep the pattern terminology as straightforward as possible. Each pattern has been categorized into one of three sections of ability: Beginner, Improver or Experienced. Even the simplest pattern will have you drooling; take a look at the Chunky Patchwork Scarf on page 32 or the Tie on page 18 – these are two of the very simplest patterns to follow, but will have you running for your crochet hook. If you prefer more of a challenge, look at the Slouch Bag on page 104 or have a go at the Fur-collared Cardigan on page 64.


There are plenty of patterns for the Improver level, too – look at the Peter Pan Collar Cardigan on page 72 and the Tweed Skirt on page 88.


If you have not considered crochet as fashionable, now is the time to have a rethink… so get your hooks and yarn out and join the crochet revival – you won’t be disappointed.


[image: image]



head & shoulders

[image: image]

Tie

[image: image]

Lacy Collar

Beanie Hat

Turban Headband

Neckerchief

Ribbon Hat

Tie

Hair Bow

Tassel Earrings

Lacy Collar

Cloche Hat

[image: image]

Ribbon Hat

[image: image]

Cloche Hat

[image: image]

Neckerchief

[image: image]

Hair Bow

A MUST-HAVE BASIC BEANIE HAT, CROCHETED IN A SUPERSOFT BABY ALPACA AND MERINO WOOL MIX THAT LOOKS AND FEELS GREAT.

BeAnIe HAT [image: image]
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MATERIALS

Rooster Almerino Baby

50% baby alpaca/50% merino mix babyweight (sport) yarn

»  2 × 50g (1¾oz) balls – approx 250m (274yd) – of shade 509 Dolphin

3.5mm (US size E/4) crochet hook

Abbreviations

ch chain

dc double crochet

htr half treble

htr2tog half treble 2 stitches together

rep repeat

RS right side

ss slip stitch

st(s) stitch(es)

WS wrong side

Tension

18 sts × 14 rows over 10cm (4in) square working htr using 3.5mm (US size E/4) hook.

Size

One size.

Finished measurement

18cm (7in) deep × 50cm (19¾in) circumference

Hat

Make 90ch, join with ss in first ch to form a ring.

Round 1: 1ch, miss st at base of ch, 1dc in each ch, join with ss in first ch. (90 sts)

Round 2: 1ch, miss st at base of ch, 1dc in each st, join with ss in first ch.

Rounds 3–12: Rep Round 2.

Round 13: 2ch, miss st at base of ch, 1htr in each st to end, join with ss in top of first 2-ch.

Rounds 14–24: Rep Round 13.

Round 25: 2ch, miss st at base of ch, *1htr in each of next 9 sts, htr2tog; rep from

* to last st, 1htr in last st, join with ss in top of first 2-ch. (82 sts)

Round 26: Rep Round 13.

Round 27: 2ch, miss st at base of ch, 1htr in each of next 8 sts, htr2tog; rep from

* to last st, 1htr in last st, join with ss in top of first 2-ch. (74 sts)

Round 28: Rep Round 13.

Round 29: 2ch, miss st at base of ch, *1htr in each of next 7 sts, htr2tog; rep from

* to last st, 1htr in last st, join with ss in top of first 2-ch. (66 sts)

Round 30: 2ch, miss st at base of ch, *1htr in each of next 6 sts, htr2tog; rep from

* to last st, 1htr in last st, join with ss in top of first 2-ch. (58 sts)

Round 31: 2ch, miss st at base of ch, *1htr in each of next 5 sts, htr2tog; rep from

* to last st, 1htr in last st, join with ss in top of first 2-ch. (50 sts)

Round 32: 2ch, miss st at base of ch, *1htr in each of next 4 sts, htr2tog; rep from

* to last st, 1htr in last st, join with ss in top of first 2-ch. (42 sts)

Round 33: 2ch, miss st at base of ch, *1htr in each of next 3 sts, htr2tog; rep from

* to last st, 1htr in last st, join with ss in top of first 2-ch. (34 sts)

Fasten off, leaving an approx 20cm (8in) tail.

Finishing

Working on WS of hat and using yarn needle, thread tail and insert needle through top of each st at top of hat, pull tightly to close hole and fasten off. Allow brim to roll up on RS.
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A REALLY QUICK AND EASY PROJECT, THIS HEADBAND IS IDEAL FOR BEGINNERS. IT CAN BE MADE IN A COUPLE OF HOURS, KEEPS YOU WARM AND IS A LOT LESS BULKY THAN A THICK HAT.

turban headband
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MATERIALS

Cascade 220

100% Peruvian highland wool DK (light worsted) yarn

»  1 × 100g (3½oz) hank – approx 200m (220yd) – of shade 9468 Turquoise

4mm (US size G/6) crochet hook

Abbreviations

ch chain

htr half treble

rep repeat

RS right side

ss slip stitch

st(s) stitch(es)

WS wrong side

Tension

16 sts × 10 rows over 10cm (4in) square working htr using 4mm (US size G/6) hook.

Size

One size.

Finished measurement

49 × 9.5cm (1912 × 3¾in)

Headband

Make 17ch.

Row 1: 1htr in 2nd ch from hook, 1htr in each ch to end. (15 sts)

Row 2: 2ch, 1htr in each st to end.

Rep Row 2 until work measures approx 49cm (19½in) or to fit around head.

Fasten off.

Front Tie

Make 10ch.

Row 1: 1htr in 2nd ch from hook. (9 sts)

Row 2: 2ch, 1htr in each st to end.

Rep Row 2 until work measures approx 9cm (3½in).

Fasten off.

Finishing

Fold headband in half so short ends meet, with RS together.

Join together with ss seam. Turn RS out.

Wrap tie around headband and join seam ends of tie with ss seam, making sure seam is on WS of headband.
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neckerchief [image: image]

I’VE USED A COMBINATION OF DIFFERENT THICKNESS YARNS HERE, CHOSEN FOR COLOUR AND TEXTURE. AND I’VE ADDED THE SIMPLEST EDGING, SO IT’S A SUITABLE PROJECT FOR A BEGINNER – BUT FEEL FREE TO ADD ANY EDGING YOU LIKE.
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Abbreviations

ch chain

cont continue

dc double crochet

dtr double treble

htr half treble

rep repeat

RS right side

st(s) stitch(es)

tr treble

WS wrong side

Tension

17 sts over 10cm (4in) working htr using 3.5mm (US size E/4) hook; row tension is not important for this design.

Finished measurement

36cm (14in) deep × 45cm (17¾in) across top edge

MATERIALS

Rooster Almerino DK

50% baby alpaca/50% merino mix DK (light worsted) yarn

»  1 × 50g (1¾oz) ball – approx 112.5m (124yd) – of shade 201 Cornish (MC)

»  ¼ × 50g (1¾oz) ball – approx 30m (31yd) – of shade 210 Custard

Rooster Almerino Aran

50% baby alpaca/50% merino wool mix Aran (worsted) yarn

»  ¼ × 50g (1¾oz) ball – approx 25m (26yd) – each of shades 311 Deep Sea, 318 Coral

Rooster Almerino Baby

50% baby alpaca/50% merino mix babyweight (sport) yarn

»  ¼ × 50g (1¾oz) ball – approx 31m (34yd) – of shade 509 Pistachio

Rooster Delightful Lace

80% baby alpaca/20% silk mix laceweight yarn

»  1/16 × 100g (3½oz) hank – approx 50m (52yd) – of shade 606 Arequipa

Debbie Bliss Angel

76% super kid mohair/24% silk lace laceweight yarn

»  ¼ × 25g (¾oz) ball – approx 50m (55yd) – each of shades 23 Teal, 22 Fuschia, 11 Mint, 14 Tangerine

Debbie Bliss Cashmerino DK

55% merino/33% microfibre/12% cashmere

DK (light worsted) yarn

»  ¼ × 50g (1 ¾oz) ball – approx 28m (30yd) – of shade 018 Navy

Rowan Shimmer

60% cupro/40% polyester metallic yarn

»  ¼ × 25g (¾oz) ball – approx 44m (46yd) – of shade 092 Silver

3.5mm (US size E/4) crochet hook

Neckerchief

Using first colour, make 2ch, 2dc in 2nd ch from hook. (2 sts)

Row 1: 1ch, 2dc in each st. (4 sts)

Row 2 (WS): 1ch, 2dc in first st, 1dc in each of next 2 sts, 2dc in last st.

Cont in stripes of 1, 2 or 3 rows of htr, using colours randomly.

Next row: 2ch, 1htr in first st, 1htr in each st to last st, 2htr in top of turning ch.

Rep last row until work measures 30cm (11¾in), ending with a RS row.

Fasten off.

Top Edging

Using MC, make 90ch (first tie).

Row 1 (WS): Join ch to right-hand corner of top edge (first tie), make 1dc in each st along top, make 90ch (2nd tie).

Row 2 (RS): 1dc in 2nd ch from hook and in each ch to top edge, 1dc in each st along top edge, 1dc in each ch to end of second tie.

Row 3 (WS): 1ch, 1dc in first st, *2ch, miss next 2 sts, 1dc in next st; rep from * to end.

Row 4 (RS): 1ch, * [1dc, 1ch, 1htr, 1ch, 1tr, 1ch, 1dtr, 1ch] in next ch loop, 1dtr in next dc, 1ch, [1dtr, 1ch, 1tr, 1ch, 1htr, 1ch, 1dc] in next loop, 1dc in next dc; rep from * to end. Fasten off.

Side Edging

Row 1: With WS facing, join MC at top left edge. Work dc along length to tip, 3dc in tip, work dc along 2nd side to top edge.

Row 2 (RS): 1ch, 1dc in each st along first side, 3dc in tip, 1dc in each st along 2nd side.

Row 3 (WS): 1ch, 1dc in first st, *2ch, miss next 2 sts, 1dc in next st; rep from * to end.

Row 4 (RS): 1ch, * [1dc, 1ch, 1htr, 1ch, 1tr, 1ch, 1dtr, 1ch] in next ch loop, 1dtr in next dc, 1ch, [1dtr, 1ch, 1tr, 1ch, 1htr, 1ch, 1dc] in next loop, 1dc in next dc; rep from * to end. Fasten off.

Finishing

Sew in ends and block.
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Ribbon hat

A FUN, EASY HAT THAT CAN BE DRESSED UP WITH A LENGTH OF PRETTY RIBBON, PLAITED WOOL OR LOVELY VINTAGE FABRIC.

Abbreviations

ch chain

htr half treble

rep repeat

ss slip stitch

st(s) stitch(es)

tr treble

Special abbreviations

fptr

(front post treble)

tr worked around stalk

of st from previous

round from front of work

bptr

(back post treble)

tr worked around stalk of st from previous

round from back of work

Tension

15 sts × 12 rows over 10cm (4in) square working htr using 4mm (US size G/6) hook.

Size

One size.

Finished measurement

25.5cm (10in) deep × 51cm (20in) circumference.
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Tip

Post stitches are worked around the stalk of the stitch from the previous round and not into the top of the stitch. When worked as in this pattern, alternating front and back post stitches, they result in a rib at the brim of the hat

MATERIALS

Rooster Almerino DK

50% baby alpaca/50% merino mix DK (light worsted) yarn

»  2 × 50g (1¾oz) balls – approx 225m (248yd) – of shade 206 Caviar

4mm (US size G/6) crochet hook

1m (40in) of 12mm- (½in-) wide ribbon

Hat

Make 76ch, join with ss in first ch to form a ring.

Round 1: 3ch (counts as 1tr here and throughout), 1tr in each ch, join with ss in top of 3-ch. (76 tr)

Round 2: 3ch, miss first st, *fptr around stalk of next tr from Round 1, bptr around stalk of next tr; rep from * to end, fptr around stalk of last tr, join with ss in top of 3-ch.

Round 3: Rep Round 2.

Round 4: 2ch, miss first st, 1htr in each st to end, join with ss in top of 2-ch.

Rounds 5–25: Rep Round 4.

Round 26 (eyelet round): 3ch, miss next st, *1htr in each of next 3 sts, 1ch, miss next st; rep from * to last 2 sts, 1htr in each of last 2 sts, join with ss in 2nd ch of 3-ch.

Round 27: 2ch, *1htr in ch-1 sp, 1htr in each of next 3 sts; rep from * to end omitting 1htr at end of last rep, join with ss in top of 2-ch.

Rounds 28–31: 2ch, 1htr in each st to end, join with ss in top of 2-ch.

Fasten off.

Finishing

Sew in all ends. Weave ribbon through eyelet round.
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CROCHETED AND KNITTED TIES ARE THE HEIGHT OF FASHION! THIS IS A VERY SIMPLE PATTERN AND MAKES A REALLY COOL MAN’S ACCESSORY.

TIe
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MATERIALS

DMC Natura Just Cotton

100% cotton 4-ply crochet thread

»  1 × 50g (1 ¾oz) ball – approx 155m (170yd) – of shade 23 Passion Red

2.5mm (US size C/2) crochet hook

Abbreviations

ch chain

htr half treble

rep repeat

st(s) stitch(es)

Tension

22 sts × 15 rows over 10cm (4in) square working htr using 2.5mm (US size C/2) hook.

Size

One size.

Finished measurement

4cm (1½in) wide × 140cm (55in) long

Tie

Make 10ch.

Row 1: 1htr in 3rd ch from hook, 1htr in each of next 7 ch.

Row 2: 2ch (counts as 1htr), 1htr in each st to end, 1htr in top of 2-ch from previous row. (9 sts)

Rep Row 2 until tie measures approx 140cm (55in) or length required.

Fasten off.

Finishing

Sew in ends.

Block and press lightly, using a damp cloth.
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VERY CUTE, VERY EASY, VERY BRIGHT! MAKE LOTS OF HAIR BOWS IN A RANGE OF CANDY COLOURS.

[image: image] hair bow

MATERIALS

DMC Natura Just Cotton

100% cotton 4-ply crochet thread

»  1 × 50g (1 ¾oz) ball – approx 155m (170yd) – each of shades 31 Malva, 19 Topaze, 23 Passion Red, 25 Aquamarine

3mm (US size D/3) crochet hook

Abbreviations

ch chain

dc double crochet

htr half treble

st(s) stitch(es)

WS wrong side

Tension

17 sts × 15 rows over 10cm (4in) square working htr using 3mm (US size D/3) hook.

Finished measurement

11.5 × 5.5cm (4½ × 2⅛in)

Tip

Try using different colours for the bow and middle bar to really make them stand out.
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Main Bow

Make 42ch.

Row 1: 1htr in 3rd ch from hook, 1htr in each ch to end. (40 sts)

Rows 2–8: 1ch, 1htr in each st to end.

Fasten off.

Middle Bar

Make 15ch.

Row 1: 1dc in 2nd ch from hook and in each ch to end. (14 sts)

Rows 2–6: 1ch, 1dc in each st to end. (13 sts)

Fasten off.

Finishing

Fold two ends of main bow into centre, WS together. Sew ends together while gathering up slightly. Sew in ends.

Take middle bar and fold over main bow centre, sewing ends together on WS. Sew in ends.
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I LOVE THESE EARRINGS – THEY ARE SO COOL AND EASY TO MAKE. ALTHOUGH NOT STRICTLY CROCHET, A CROCHET HOOK IS USED TO MAKE THEM.

tassel earrings

[image: image]

MATERIALS

1 skein of embroidery thread per pair of earrings

Crochet hook

Tapestry needle

2 silver-plated 9mm jump rings per pair of earrings

2 silver-plated fish hook earring findings per pair of earrings

Size

One size.

Earrings

Step 1: Cut a whole skein of embroidery thread in half, keeping the paper wrapper on each half towards the looped end to hold the strands in place while you are assembling the earring.

Step 2: Carefully pull 2 strands away from one half and set aside. Push a crochet hook through all the loops at one end to hold the bundle in position.

Step 3: Tie the looped end firmly just below the crochet hook, using the 2 strands and a double knot. Thread a tapestry needle with the ends and pass it twice through the tie to secure, then trim the loose ends close to the knot.

Step 4: Remove the crochet hook and the paper wrapper. Open the jump ring with some small household pliers and thread all the loops into the ring.

Step 5: Hook the ring of the fish hook earring finding onto the jump ring. Close the jump ring tightly.

Rep Steps 2–5 to make other earring.

Finishing

Trim the lengths of thread to an even length, if necessary.

Tip

If you need earrings in an emergency, just keep the elements in stock and you can assemble a pair in no time to match your outfit. They also make fantastic gifts for friends.
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A STYLISH COLLAR FOR A BLOUSE OR JUMPER MAKES AN EXQUISITE AND UNIQUE GIFT. IT’S EASY TO MAKE ONCE YOU GET USED TO A TINY HOOK AND FINE YARN.
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MATERIALS

DMC Cordonnet

No. 30 100% cotton 6-ply crochet thread

»  1 × 20g (¾oz) ball – approx 198m (216yd) – of White

1.25mm (US size 10) steel crochet hook

Abbreviations

ch chain

cont continue

dc double crochet

dtr double treble

patt pattern

quadtr quadruple treble

rem remaining

RS right side

sp(s) space(s)

ss slip stitch

st(s) stitch(es)

tr treble

trtr triple treble

WS wrong side

Special abbreviation picot

4ch, 1dc in 4th ch from hook (1 picot made)

Tension

On Row 4, 2 repeats of patt measure 4cm (1 ½in) across using 1.25mm (US size 10) hook.

Size

One size.

Finished measurement

Neck edge 24cm (9½in) 6.5cm (3½in) deep

Collar

(make 2 pieces the same)

Make 59ch.

Row 1: 1dc in 3rd ch from hook, *5ch, miss 3 ch, 1dc in next ch; rep from * to end. (14 sps)

Row 2: 3ch, 1dc in 3rd of 5-ch, *5ch, 1dc in 3rd of next 5-ch; rep from * ending 3ch, 1tr in last dc.

Row 3: 5ch, *[3trtr, picot, 3trtr] in 3rd of next 5-ch, 2ch, 1dc in 3rd of next 5-ch, 2ch; rep from * ending [3trtr, picot, 3trtr] in 3rd of last 5-ch, 1trtr in 3rd of 3-ch.

Row 4: 4ch, 1dc in first picot, *2ch, [3trtr, picot, 3trtr] in next dc, 2ch, 1dc in next picot; rep from * ending with 1dtr in 5th of first 5-ch.

Row 5: 6ch, 1dc in first picot, *2ch, [3trtr, picot, 3trtr] in next dc, 2ch, 1dc in next picot; rep from * ending with 1quadtr in last dc. Rep Row 5 three more times.
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