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Adaptor’s Notes







The stage version of Running Wild was made in two separate productions by many people, including puppetry designers and directors Finn Caldwell and Toby Olié for Gyre & Gimble; Rod Paton, Paul Wills, Georgina Lamb, Nick Powell, Paul Anderson, Nick Lidster, Andrew D Edwards, Lizzi Gee, Oliver Kaderbhai and Kate Hunter; the acting company at Regent’s Park Theatre and members of Chichester Festival Youth Theatre; and the directors, Timothy Sheader and Dale Rooks. Many thanks to all of them, and to Kathy Bourne and Michael Morpurgo.


Many of the stage directions in the text came before Dale Rooks, Timothy Sheader and Gyre & Gimble’s work. They are not necessarily detailed (and never prescriptive) where animal behaviour and communication are concerned, and exist largely for general storytelling shape. There are many stories to be told via the nonverbal relationships between Lilly/Will and the animals, and the animals and their environment.


Oona eats whatever and whenever she can.


Use music and song throughout, imaginatively and liberally.


Chorus lines are broken by en dashes ( – ) to suggest different groups or individuals; asterisked lines (*) suggest full Chorus. But feel free to mash all this up.




















Premiere Productions





Running Wild in this adaptation was first presented by Chichester Festival Youth Theatre at the Cass Sculpture Foundation, Goodwood, West Sussex, on 2 August 2015. The cast was as follows:




Will Alfie Scott


Dad Alex Wilcox


Mum Esme Cooper


Grandpa Rufus Cameron


Grandma Katie Morgan


Charlie Sacha Hemingway


Tonk Benjamin Mitchell


Mahout Jacob Thomas


Red Bandana Daniel Mears


Hunters Tommy Dew, Jay Dix, Ben Hughes Lindon Jones, Alex Wilcox


Kaya Tom Chown


Mr Anthony Rufus Cameron


Dr Geraldine Gemma Sangster







Puppeteers


Kingfisher Luc Garner-Gibbons


Oona Harrison De Bathe, Emily Dyble, Sami Green, Nicholas Jacobs, Liam Wright


Tiger Darcy Collins, Susie Coutts, Charlie Daniells


Mani Fred Davis, Romina Hytten


‘Charlie’ Freya Peake


‘Tonk’ William Browne







Chorus


Nathan Arbuckle, Georgia Ashman, Ella Bassett-Jull, Kate Bolton, William Browne, Richard Chapman, Tom Chown, Darcy Collins, Esme Cooper, Susie Coutts, Cameron Cragg, Benjamin Cranny Whitehead, Zoe Crisp, Charlie Daniells, Joy-Beth Davey, Georgia Dearnley, Eleanor Dickens, Heather Falconer, Luc Garner-Gibbons, Jennifer Goodier, Sacha Hemingway, Ella Heryet, Ben Hughes, Alyssia Jansz, Francesca Key, Amy Kirkman, India Loseby, Jude Loseby, Thomas Lunn, Polly Maltby, Emily Mcalpine, Marc Mcgee-Russell, Olivia Mcgurk, Benjamin Mitchell, Katie Morgan, Ella O’Keeffe, Megan O’Neill, George Orchard, Katie Owen, Freya Peake, Ellie Phelan, Lucy Pratt, Gemma Sangster, Josie Smith, Martha Swain, Scarlett Taylor-Jones, Jacob Thomas, Sophie Turner, George Waller, Maddison Wedge, Claudia White







Director Dale Rooks


Puppetry Design and Direction Finn Caldwell and Toby Olié, for Gyre & Gimble


Designer Andrew D. Edwards


Movement Lizzi Gee


Music Rod Paton


Assistant Director Kate Hunter





Running Wild in a co-production by Regent’s Park Theatre and Chichester Festival Theatre was first presented at the Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre, London, on 13 May 2016. The cast was as follows:












	Will

	Will

	Lilly






	Joshua Fernandes

	Tyler Osborne

	Ava Potter

















Dad Ira Mandela Siobhan


Mum Hattie Ladbury


Granny Joyce Henderson


Grandad Eric Mallett


Oona, an elephant


Laura Cubitt (trunk), Ben Thompson (head) Michael Taibi (heart), John Leader (hind)


Mahout Okorie Chukwu


Mani, an orang-utan


Stuart Angell (head), Sarah Mardel (body)


‘Charlie’, an orang-utan Romina Hytten


‘Tonk’, an orang-utan Fred Davis


Red Bandana Okorie Chukwu


Hunter Ira Mandela Siobhan


Mr Anthony Stephen Ventura


Kaya Eric Mallett


Dr Geraldine Hattie Ladbury





Other characters and animals played by members of the Company.




Young People’s Ensemble


Rochelle Addo, Megan Allen, Lauryn Alleyne, Esme Anderson, Salima Benslika Ruiz, Ella Bernstein, Lucy Bernstein, Destinée Bishop, Henrietta Charnley, Darcy Collins, Charlie Daniells, Annabelle Dennis, Nell Dobson, Ranya Dool, Emily Dyble, Alex Eden, Daniel Edo Ukeh, Kira Elderfield-Tuitt, Gina Fasseland, Jodi Flinn, Marco Foster, Hannah Grange, Fatima Hussain, Oumar Jah, Lauryn Jenkins, Kate Kamgshuva, Thomas King, Kate Kirpichenko, Faithful Lawson, Noah Leigh, Noga Levy-Rappaport, Alex McCaragher, Emile McDonald, Clara Mello, Beauty Odeyemi, Sima Ogden, Nora Omar Arbe, Jackson O’Neill, Denise Parente, Amelia Phillips, Alicia Poon, Christian Powlesland, Costanza Pucci, Mariam Raidi, Nico Saggese, Salma Sajil, Ann Marie Scally, Yinka Shokunbi, Tim Siddique, Victoria Sinel, Sarah Soliman, Nathan Tadesse, Angela Tavares, Millie Turner







Directors Timothy Sheader and Dale Rooks


Designer Paul Wills


Puppetry Design and Direction Finn Caldwell and Toby Olié, for Gyre & Gimble


Movement Director Georgina Lamb


Original Music/Composer Rod Paton


Sound Score Nick Powell


Lighting Designer Paul Anderson


Sound Designer Nick Lidster for Autograph


Season Associate Director (Voice and Text) Barbara Houseman


Casting Director Jessica Ronane CDG


Ensemble Casting Verity Naughton


Music Director Louise Duggan


Assistant Director Oliver Kaderbhai




















Characters







HUMANS


IN ENGLAND


Lilly


a girl


or


Will


a boy


her or his


Dad (Chris)


her or his


Mum (Maya)


her or his friend


Charlie


a boy


her or his friend


Tonk


a boy or a girl


her or his


Granny


her or his


Grandad





The central character can be a girl or a boy. If she’s a girl, her name is Lilly (shortened to Lil for ‘Chill, Lil’ and ‘Where there’s a Lil there’s a way’). If a boy, his name is Will. For simplicity’s sake (and because he is a boy in Michael Morpurgo’s original novel) the character is referred to as Will in the following text. If the character is a girl, replace ‘Will’ with ‘Lilly’ or ‘Lil’ throughout, and alter all applicable personal pronouns, etc.







 







IN INDONESIA


Mahout


an elephant handler


Red Bandana


a hunter


Kaya


a chef


Mr Anthony


an Australian palm oil king


Dr Geraldine




 





IN ADDITION


Chorus


of singers and storytellers, with as many young people in it as possible, who play:


Football Supporters/Friends of Will’s, in England


Soldiers/Mourners, in England


Animal and Element Puppeteers, throughout


Swimmers, at the Indonesian beach


Hunters, in the rainforest


Workers, at Mr Anthony’s


Bodyguards, to Mr Anthony


Foster Mothers, to baby orang-utans in the sanctuary




 





ANIMALS


Oona


elephant


Tiger


Crocodile


Orang-utans


including


Mani


dark-haired female orang-utan, mother to ‘Charlie’


‘Charlie’


baby female orang-utan


‘Tonk’


baby male orang-utan


Others wherever and whenever possible in the rainforest such as:


Butterflies, Insects, Snakes,


Birds (Toucans, Kingfishers, Peacocks etc.),


Fish, Gibbons, Monkeys, Bats






















This text is for Dale Rooks






















RUNNING WILD
























Act One
























SCENE ONE


DAD








The Chorus ignites the story. All carry Manchester United FC flags and sing the Manchester United song.




Chorus   








Glory, glory, Man United,


Glory, glory, Man United,


Glory, glory, Man United,


As the Reds go marching


On! On! On!













Will breaks from the crowd. He is wearing a Manchester United scarf.







Yesss!





Will   Goal! Two–nil, Dad, we’re thrashing them!




Dad appears.





Dad   (sings)








Wem-ber-ly! Wem-ber-ly!











Will and Dad   








We’re the famous Man United


And we’re going to Wem-ber-ly!











Dad   (offers chips) Chips – with vinegar. Your favourite.


Will   (stuffs face excitedly) Yeah, but this isn’t all we’re going to eat, we have to have a pie, whenever we’re at Old Trafford, we eat pies.


Dad   And I won’t tell Mum if you don’t.


Will   I don’t want today to end, Dad.




A controversial tackle: they react.





Let’s not go back to Salisbury.


Dad   What are you on about?


Will   It’s really boring, and it’s not your proper home, that’s Granny and Grandad’s farm – why can’t we live there? I want to be there with all the animals.


Dad   But Granny and Grandad’s doesn’t have your favourite animal, does it?


Will   No. Because there are no elephants in Yorkshire.


Dad   And have you heard the one about why?


Will   Yes, a million times –


Dad   There’s this boy, his name’s, um, Will, and he’s on the train to his grandparents’ farm, and this nutcase bloke, let’s call him Dad, has a Sainsbury’s bag full of bananas. But instead of eating them, every few minutes this dad throws one out the window. And Will thinks this is weird and says, ‘Why are you throwing your bananas away?’ And Dad says, ‘To keep the elephants away. ’Cause elephants are dangerous, they charge at trains.’ And Will says, ‘But this is Yorkshire, there are no stampeding elephants in Yorkshire.’ And Dad says, ‘That’s right, there aren’t –’
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