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Physical Characteristics of the Bouvier des Flandres


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Impressive in scale, accentuated by beard and mustache.


Eyes: Their color is a dark brown.


Nose: Large, black, well developed.
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Muzzle: Broad, strong, well filled out, tapering gradually toward the nose.


Jaws: Powerful and of equal length.


Chest: Broad, with the brisket extending to the elbow in depth.


Forequarters: Strong boned, well muscled and straight. The shoulders are relatively long, muscular but not loaded, with good layback. Elbows close to the body and parallel. Forearms viewed either in profile or from the front are perfectly straight. Pasterns quite short, slightly sloped.


Feet: Rounded and compact turning neither in nor out; the toes close and well arched.


Ears: Placed high and alert.


Neck: Strong and muscular, widening gradually into the shoulders.


Back: Short, broad, well muscled with firm level topline.


Tail: Docked, leaving 2 or 3 vertebrae.


Hindquarters: Firm, well muscled with large, powerful hams. Legs moderately long, well muscled. Thighs wide and muscular. There is moderate angulation at the stifle. Hocks strong, rather close to the ground. There is a slight angulation at the hock joint.


Height: As measured at the withers: Dogs, from 24.5 to 27.5 inches; bitches, from 23.5 to 26.5 inches.


Length: From the point of the shoulder to the tip of the buttocks is equal to the height from the ground to the highest point of the withers.


Coat: A tousled, double coat capable of withstanding the hardest work in the most inclement weather. The outer hairs are rough and harsh, with the undercoat being fine, soft and dense.


Color: From fawn to black, passing through salt and pepper, gray and brindle.




[image: image]




[image: image]







KENNEL CLUB BOOKS® BOUVIER DES FLANDRES


ISBN 13: 978-1-59378-297-9


eISBN 13: 978-1-59378-719-6





Copyright © 2005 • Kennel Club Books® A Division of BowTie, Inc.


40 Broad Street, Freehold, NJ 07728 USA


Cover Design Patented: US 6,435,559 B2 • Printed in South Korea





All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form, by photostat, scanner, microfilm, xerography or any other means, or incorporated into any information retrieval system, electronic or mechanical, without the written permission of the copyright owner.





10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1





 


 




Photography by Carol Ann Johnson


with additional photographs by





D. Abras, Paulette Braun, T.J. Calhoun, Alan and Sandy Carey, David Dalton, Karl Donvil, Isabelle Français, Bill Jonas, Dr. Robert Pollet, Ruud Vinck and the Belgian dog magazine Woef.


Illustrations by Patricia Peters.


Special thanks to the NBC (Nederlandse Bouvier Club) for supplying the photos of Dutch champions and to the owners of the dogs featured in this book.




[image: image]


The breed’s name derives from the word bouvier, which means “cow-herder” in French. A beautiful example of the modern Bouvier des Flandres is Belg. Ch. Noska von Gewdraa Oel.
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The exact origins of many breeds have never been documented or are said to be buried in history, because these breeds already existed centuries before any interest in “pure-bred dogs” began. For other breeds, their actual histories can be traced and their evolutions can be documented easily. Fortunately, with the Bouvier des Flandres much information is available on the breed’s beginnings and early history, although it is still rather difficult to trace the exact origin of the breed.


WHAT’S IN A NAME?


The word bouvier translates from the French to mean a person who tends bovines; therefore, it means “cow-herder” and, as a derivation, also “cow dog.” This has the same meaning as the Dutch Koehond. Mostly, when using the name “Bouvier,” it is the Bouvier des Flandres to which one is referring, although there are many other breeds that are used as cattle dogs.


Many characteristic Flemish names have been given to the Bouvier des Flandres, such as “Boever” (from the French bouvier); “Pikhaar” (pick hair) or “Pik,” which refers to the “picking” or rough hair; and “Vuilbaard” (dirty beard), referring, of course, to his beard and mustache, which soak up water when he drinks and become soiled.
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The legendary Nic was of unknown origin but was a military dog and a well-known Belgian champion who died in 1926 and is considered as the founding sire of the Bouvier breed.


WHERE DOES THE BOUVIER COME FROM?


The complete and official name of the breed is Bouvier des Flandres, which is French, meaning “cow or cattle dog of Flanders.” In Dutch, the breed is named “Vlaamse Koehond” (Flemish cow dog) or “Vlaanderse Veedrijver” (cattle drover of Flanders). As the name indicates, the Bouvier originated in Flanders, which during the Middle Ages was a county that occupied territories of the presentday French département of Nord, the Belgian provinces of East Flanders and West Flanders and the Dutch province of Zeeland. Because the Bouvier originated in Flanders, which was Belgian as well as French, the breed is considered to be both Belgian and French. Consequently, both Belgium and France are responsible for maintaining the official Bouvier des Flandres breed standard of the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI), the main kennel club of continental Europe with member countries around the world.
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BELGIAN BREEDS ON STAMPS


On May 26, 1986, four postage stamps were issued in Belgium to honor the Belgian working breeds. The Bouvier des Flandres and three Belgian Sheepdog breeds—the Malinois, Tervuren and Groenendael—were featured on the stamps.





THE CRADLE OF THE BREED: AN ABBEY


It is generally known that monks have given saints’ names to certain breeds, such as the St. Bernard and the Belgian breed the St. Hubert Hound (Bloodhound). We know, thanks to the research of Louis Huyghebaert, a major Belgian canine authority, who in 1948 published the history of the Bouvier in the Belgian magazine L’Aboi (meaning “The Bark”), stating that the monks of the abbey Ter Duinen were the first breeders of Bouviers. He also states that the Bouviers at that time were too common and too rustic (rough and unrefined) to be given the name of a patron saint.


The abbey Ter Duinen was founded in 1107 in Coxyde, on the western coast of Flanders. It became the biggest and most famous abbey in Flanders. The monks had their own fleet and they imported dogs from England, especially large, gray-brindle, rough-coated sighthounds, said to be Scottish Deerhounds and Irish Wolfhounds. The imported dogs were bred to the regional farm dogs. Through selective breeding, a large rough-coated dog was created: this is thought to be the ancestor of the Bouvier des Flandres. These predecessors of the Bouvier were excellent guard and defense dogs and very able cattle drovers.


THE EARLY BOUVIER: A FARMER’S DOG AND ALL-AROUND WORKER


Until 1900, not much is known about the evolution of the Bouvier des Flandres. He was a general farmer’s helper and cattle herder, and we know from people who lived around the turn of the 20th century that the life he led wasn’t enviable or happy at all; it was, in fact, quite a miserable life! He had to work night and day, and the tasks he had to perform were arduous and exhausting. He was able to perform his job, thanks to his strength, endurance and weather-proof coat, and, perhaps above all, thanks to his steady character and temperament.


Among the Bouvier’s chores were guarding, droving, hauling and churning. As a draft animal, he pulled milk and cheese carts and he turned millstones. It is said that the farmers docked the dogs’ tails to prevent injury and to make it easier to outfit them with harnesses, which were necessary equipment for draft work. The ears of the Bouvier were cropped in order to show that it was a working dog and not a pet, because at that time only pet dogs were taxed. The Bouvier did not come inside his owner’s house—when he wasn’t at work, he was a “bandog,” kept chained outdoors as a watchdog, a treatment now forbidden by law in his homeland.
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CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.
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CONFIDENT CHARACTER


As to the character of modern-day Bouviers, we find that they are neither shy nor aggressive, but very self-confident. The modern Bouvier is better adapted to life as a social companion and the new requirements of our increasingly less dog-friendly society, but he is certainly not a “softy.”





HEAVEN ON EARTH!


The Bouvier’s life as a farm dog was miserable and pitiful, the proverbial “dog’s life,” indeed! Many Bouvier fanciers now complain, “Where has his roughness gone?” They are referring to the breed’s roughness of the coat, behavior and character. In earlier days, everything and everybody he encountered were characterized by roughness and rudeness: the country, the weather, the farmer and the work for which he was used. How, then, could he manage all of this and survive? Of course, by being rough himself! But has he now become a “softy”?
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Bouviers are no longer used primarily as working dogs, although they retain their working instincts and are willing and able to perform a multitude of tasks. This Bouvier functions as a “collecting dog.”




In a certain sense, we can admit that the Bouvier has changed indeed, but certainly only to a degree and in part due to his present-day improved living conditions. It is true that his coat became softer along with his character. He is less grim and crude now, and much friendlier, becoming perhaps a family dog first of all. However, we are absolutely sure that he is much happier now—he is well fed, well groomed and well cared for. This is his reward for the lives his ancestors endured without complaint, dutifully and willingly performing so many arduous tasks. It is as if the Bouvier has found a slice of “heaven on earth”!


FURTHER EVOLUTION OF THE BOUVIER


Documentation on the origin and the evolution of the breed is very fragmented, but we know that around the turn of the 20th century, before World War I, the Bouvier was crossbred to the Briard and the Picardy Shepherd (Berger de Picard). Very important was the international show in Brussels on May 21–23, 1910, although the Bouvier breed was represented by only two dogs—the male Rex (Pic x Bella) and the female Nelly (Beer x Sarah)—both owned by Mr. L. Paret from Ghent. They were judged by Mr. L. Huyghebaert, who was duly impressed by the quality of these dogs. In an article published in L’Aboi in 1948, 38 years after the show, he still remembered judging these two dogs, commenting on their excellent character and repeating what he had said decades prior—that the Bouvier should be gruff and rustic in appearance, like a “block” and never elegant. Mr. Paret is considered to have established, with the sire Rex and the dam Nelly, part of the foundation bloodlines of the present-day Bouvier.




TO CROP OR NOT TO CROP?


In the US, dogs in breeds that are traditionally cropped can be shown with either cropped or natural drop ears, as is the case in some European nations. In the UK and Australia, ear cropping has been banned for years, regarded as a useless, cruel procedure. American breeders and judges prefer the stylish look of cropped ears, which they believe give the dog’s head a more appealing, eye-catching appearance. Although some uncropped dogs are shown in the US, it is considerably more difficult to win a championship with a natural-eared dog in a breed that usually is cropped. If you do not want your pup’s ears to be cropped, you must let the breeder know from the start.
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French Ch. Boyard du Bas Berry shows a remarkable head.
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Irca de la Thudinie, Belgian Champion 1962, is an outstanding example of Justin Chastel’s “de la Thudinie” breeding. After selling this top-quality bitch to an American, Mr. Chastel affirmed that the sale had been a mistake.


During the following years, a variety of types and breed names still existed, although mainly two types were at the fore: namely, the Paret type and the Moerman (Roulers) type. The Paret-type dogs were fawn or gray-brindle with broad chests, round ribs and short heads with wide skulls and pointed muzzles. Their size was between 23.5 and 25.5 inches. Very often, however, they lacked good proportion, and, as for the head, the broad skull and pointed muzzle were not in harmony.


Mr. Moerman was a farmer who lived in Roeselare (Roulers). His Bouviers, the Roulers type, were large dogs, ranging in size from 25.5 to even 27.5 inches, having short bodies and typical heads due to their broad muzzles. On the other hand, they lacked depth of chest and were high on the legs. They were black or black-brindle in color.


For the sake of completeness, we have to mention that a third, but less interesting, type existed. This type also laid the foundation of the modern Bouvier; namely, the Briard type.


There were years of vehement disputes that hindered the development of the breed. The points of controversy involved the texture and color of the coat and the size of the dog. Mr. Paret asserted that the dogs of Moerman (large and black) were “Bouviers de Roulers,” but definitely not “Bouviers des Flandres.”


All of these types made their contribution to the construction of today’s Bouvier—how much exactly is difficult to say, although apparently the rough coat was brought into the breed by the Paret type, and the dark color and compactness (square body, spacious rib cage and strong head) by the Moerman type. It also becomes clear that the real origin of the modern Bouvier des Flandres has to be located in what are now the Belgian provinces of West Flanders and East Flanders, where are situated, respectively, the cities of Roeselare (Roulers) and Gent (Ghent).


The confusion and disagreements over the origin and the single desired breed type are also reflected in the development of the standard. The first standards were developed in 1912 by the Belgian Kennel Club (an organization not affiliated with the FCI, which, by the way, also has its headquarters in Belgium), one for the Bouvier des Flandres and one for the Bouvier de Roulers. Also in 1912, a standard was written by the Société Royale Saint-Hubert for the Bouvier de Roulers. In this standard, black was an allowed color. In 1913, the Bouvier was recognized by the French Société Centrale Canine, but it was not very clear which type of Bouvier they meant.


[image: image]


Bouvier bitch Flora Danny v.d. Vanenblikhoeve, Dutch Champion.


EFFECTS OF THE WORLD WARS


The World Wars took their toll on the Bouvier, but, fortunately, thanks to dedicated breeders, the breed did survive. The rapid progress following the adoption of the breed standard in 1912 came to a halt with World War I. By 1918, almost all Bouvier stock practically had been eliminated, as its native land was a completely devastated war territory. Only a few Bouviers survived. Perhaps we can derive some comfort from the fact that, during this war, the breed was used as a military dog, more precisely as an ambulance dog and messenger dog.


[image: image]


The famous stud dog Picard Générique van het Lampegat, Dutch Champion.


After the war, the reconstruction of the breed was very difficult. At the all-breed shows, only a few Bouviers could be seen. Of special mention, however, is the Olympic Show in Antwerp in 1920, where 16 Bouviers were present, among them the legendary male Nic, who always was placed first and became a Belgian Champion in 1921. Nothing is known about Nic’s origin, but we do know that he was owned by a Bouvier fancier living near the city of Poperinge (southern West Flanders) and bought during the war by the veterinarian Captain (later Major) Barbry of the Belgian Army. Nic was trained as a military dog, particularly as a “trench-dog,” and served for three years. After the war, he went to the Sottegem Kennel, owned by Major Barbry’s brother, and then to the “de la Lys” Kennel, owned by Mr. Gryson. This kennel was the most important during the post-war period, and Ch. Nic, one of the few survivors of World War I, is the most famous ancestor of the breed and considered to be the foundation sire of the modern Bouvier des Flandres. Nic died in 1926, but he left many worthy descendants.


After the war, the disputes and disagreements about the correct type and coat, especially the pressing need to breed and select toward one uniform Bouvier type, did not stop. However, progress was made and on April 25, 1937 a French-Belgian commission, composed of reputable judges from both countries, jointly wrote a very precise standard for the true, one-and-only Bouvier des Flandres.
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Romy Tyson Off Soeranda’s Home already looks like a champion at nine months of age.


Unfortunately, the new standard and all of the efforts to put an end to the disputes and controversies did not bring unanimity, and, less than three years later, World War II broke out. This started another period of struggle for survival for the Bouvier. Once again, the devastation to the Bouvier breed was terrible. World-wide, the consequences were very serious and the continued existence of the breed became endangered. Nevertheless, once again the Bouvier survived!
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The stud dog Soprano de la Thudinie, bred by Justin Chastel, the architect of the modern Bouvier. The “dog of Chastel’s life,” Soprano was the pillar of the breed after World War II.


The reconstruction of the breed went slowly, but breeders were beginning to make real progress toward correct type. It took a long time before there was unanimity concerning the desired appearance or type of the Bouvier, when the breed rightly could be considered “genetically fixed” (in type). By 1963, breeders’ efforts had achieved fruition, as the Bouvier clubs from France and Belgium jointly adopted a single standard, which was accepted by the Fédération Cynologique Internationale in 1965.


JUSTIN CHASTEL AND OTHER MODERN ARCHITECTS OF THE BREED


We feel obliged, in this chapter on the history of the Bouvier, to honor the contributions of some outstanding personalities in the Belgian canine world to the Bouvier des Flandres. First of all, there is Mr. Félix Verbanck, a highly respected international judge and dedicated breeder who was not only a longtime secretary of the Belgian Bouvier club but also a great promoter of the Bouvier. He was a counselor to all Bouvier breeders, including those in the United States. According to Mr. J. Du Mont, Mr. Verbanck truly is the “realizer” of the Bouvier breed.


Mr. Verbanck did not hold back when praising the merits of Mr. Justin Chastel, owner of the Kennel “de la Thudinie.” He said that Mr. Chastel had been the creator of the modern Bouvier and that his breeding lines were of such distinctive quality that they had become the standard for breed type. Mr. Chastel entered the Bouvier scene in 1930, when his godfather gave him a gift of a Bouvier. The first Bouvier bearing his kennel name was Lucifer de la Thudinie. In 1943, he produced Soprano de la Thudinie, which, as he says himself, was “the dog of his life.” Soprano won a whole series of championship titles.


During the following years, the Bouviers “de la Thudinie” gradually dominated the dog shows and figured in the pedigrees of the best Bouviers all over the world. Mr. Chastel also became an influential advisor and authority, always emphasizing the working character of the breed. He published his principles and points of view in articles and in his monograph on the breed, entitled Le Bouvier des Flandres, hier et aujourd’hui (The Bouvier des Flandres, Yesterday and Today).
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Typical Bouvier head, displayed by Vodka von Gewdraa Oel. Photo courtesy of the Belgian dog magazine Woef.


Many people these days are concerned about the character of the breed, the soft coats and the excessive trimming of show dogs. Therefore, it is most interesting to read, for instance, the following excerpt from one of Mr. Chastel’s articles on the breed’s character: “…the Bouvier is nothing of a dandy. His charm resides in great part in his character. Witness the almost human look through shaggy eyebrows! If he lost this quality, what would he have left?”


Another famous breeder, who worked together with Mr. Chastel and who exported many dogs to the US from the early 1960s on, was Félix Grulois, owner of the Kennel “du Posty Arlequin.” This kennel was founded in 1954 and still exists today.
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Bouviers des Ardennes Yrack and Yohda du Maugré.


THE BOUVIER DES ARDENNES, A CLOSE RELATIVE


Many Bouvier fanciers do not know that, after 1910, a smaller Bouvier developed—the Bouvier des Ardennes. Like the Flanders dog, the Ardennes is a compactly built and harsh-coated cattle dog, but with naturally standing uncropped ears. In 1948, in an article on the history of the Bouviers, Louis Huyghebaert wrote that this Bouvier, which might also have been called the “little Bouvier,” could be regarded as intermediate between the shepherd dog and the heavy and short Bouvier. Some authors have written in articles that this breed died out, and some even pretend that the breed never existed! This is completely wrong. This Belgian breed, which originated in the Belgian provinces of Liège and Luxembourg, is recognized by the FCI, which published the official standard. Still today, the Bouvier des Ardennes, which is more supple and agile than the Bouvier des Flandres, is used by farmers and shepherds for herding and droving cattle. Most likely, the Bouvier des Ardennes is “the last real cattle dog in active service in Western Europe”—without doubt a most enviable and honorable title!


THE BOUVIER IN NORTH AMERICA


It is said that the first Bouviers des Flandres came to America with returning World War I infantry soldiers, but these dogs had no impact on the history of the breed in the United States. We may assume, however, that over the years immigrants from Belgium, France and Holland took Bouviers to America, but even their possible contribution to Bouvier breeding has not been recorded.


In 1929, the Bouvier des Flandres was officially recognized as a breed by the American Kennel Club (AKC) and admitted to its Stud Book in 1931. The American Bouvier des Flandres Club was established in 1963 and became a member club of the AKC in 1971.
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Male Bouvier des Ardennes, Xoum du Maugré, bred and owned by Yves Dambrain, was Best of Breed at the Eurodog-show, held in Kortrijk, Belgium.


Until World War II, Bouviers were regularly imported from Europe, but the number of registrations was low. The real story of the Bouvier in America began in 1942 with the arrival of Miss Edmée Bowles and her Bouvier, Belco. Miss Bowles, a native of Belgium (born in Antwerp on June 22, 1899), participated in the Resistance during the war and fled from her home because of the German invaders. She had established her “du Clos des Cerbères” Kennel in 1932 in Schilde, near Antwerp, but, upon her arrival in the US, she took up a new life and made her home in Collegeville, Pennsylvania. She is recognized now as the founder of the breed in America.


Miss Bowles’s kennel name is most original. “Clos” means “an enclosed property,” and Cerberus was, in Greek mythology, the three-headed dog that guarded the entrance to the underworld. In French, “cerbère” metaphorically means “severe, unmanageable guardian.”


European breeding stock was imported regularly, mainly from Belgium, Holland and France, and the popularity of the breed markedly increased from the late 1960s on, with imports in ever-increasing numbers. The dogs “de la Thudinie” of Justin Chastel were heavily predominant and really shaped, together with the world-famous “du Posty Arlequin” dogs of Félix Grulois, the Bouvier des Flandres in North America. From 1980 on, however, as a consequence of the incredible popularity of the Bouvier des Flandres in Holland, Dutch imports and the Dutch lines became predominant.
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AMERICAN PARENT CLUB


The American Bouvier des Flandres Club (ABdFC) is the breed’s AKC parent club. The club is a wonderful resource for longtime fanciers and newcomers to the Bouvier alike, with the aim of protecting the breed’s best interests. To that end, the club serves myriad purposes, including providing a list of their member breeders for potential owners, offering a “beginners’ guide” for those considering adding the Bouvier to their lives, supporting health education and research, setting forth breeding ethics for their members, holding specialty shows and events for the breed, keeping track of statistics, awarding dogs for notable achievement, organizing breed rescue and much more. Learn about all of the club’s functions by visiting the ABdFC online at www.bouvier.org, where you’ll find a wealth of information about the breed and the club itself.





In Canada, the firssst Bouvier litter was registered in 1960, and today the image and reputation of the Bouvier des Flandres in North America are very strong. He is appreciated for his all-around versatility, foremost as a working dog, but also as a show dog and family pet.


We have to mention that one of the best, if not the best, ambassadors and promoters of the Bouvier, certainly in the English-speaking world but also in other countries, is the American breeder, trainer, canine publicist and writer James R. Engel. He established contacts all over the world with notable Bouvier personalities. His efforts for the promotion of the Bouvier, especially as a working dog, are invaluable.


THE BOUVIER DES FLANDRES IN BRITAIN


Although puppies had already been brought to and recorded earlier in Britain, the breed really became established in 1972 with significant imports from the famous Kennel “de la Thudinie.” In 1980, the Bouvier des Flandres Club of Great Britain was formed and officially recognized by The Kennel Club of England. Bouviers were imported from the Netherlands (from the famous “van Dafzicht” Kennel) and from the United States. From 1981 on, the breed’s popularity steadily increased, the number of registrations climbed and more Bouviers were shown regularly. In 1988, the club organized its first character test. The same year, for the first time, Bouviers could earn Challenge Certificates (awards that lead to a British championship) at the Crufts Dog Show, making individuals of the breed eligible to become champions.


THE BOUVIER ON THE CONTINENT


In most countries on the Continent, there was a steady increase in the popularity of the Bouvier des Flandres during the final decades of the 20th century. The breed, of course, is very important in its two countries of origin, Belgium and France, and also extremely popular in the Netherlands.


In Belgium, as to the number of registrations each year, the Bouvier des Flandres is ranked third, directly after the German Shepherd Dog and the Belgian Sheepdog breeds. Recent statistics show approximately 1,100 Bouviers being registered annually. The Belgian Bouvier des Flandres Club, which was founded in 1922, is one of the most active breed clubs in Belgium.


In the Netherlands in the early 1980s, the Bouvier was the most popular breed—more popular than even the ubiquitous German Shepherd Dog, which on the Continent really seemed to be unbelievable. In 1984, more than 10,000 Bouviers were registered. This number gradually decreased, but in recent years the breed still is number five in popularity. Due to this popularity, the Netherlands began to take a leading position in the worldwide Bouvier community. The Dutch lines and kennels (such as “van Dafzicht,” “van de Overstort,” “van het Molengat,” “van de Vanenblikhoeve” and others) became famous, and a large number of dogs were exported to the US. However, some disputes and problems arose when there seemed to be two Bouvier types, the show dog and the working dog, which differ in character, body structure and coat.
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The Bouvier des Flandres took Group First at Crufts, England’s largest show, in 1998.
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Beauprince-Amber van Rovika, World and Dutch Champion 1981, and winner of the Dutch Specialty Show (NBC) in 1981.


In the early 1970s, judges spoke of the so-called Dutch-type and the French-Belgian-type Bouvier. We think, however, that this “problem” should not be exaggerated. We know that, many years ago, the existing types merged into a single type, the one-and-only Bouvier des Flandres. Moreover, every Bouvier expert has to admit that the Dutch type possesses qualities that are improvements in the breed, and that at the present time many important steps toward unifying the type already have been taken.
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