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editor’s

letter

Identification Statement: Woodcarving Illustrated vol. 11, no.4 

(Holiday 2007) (ISSN#1096-2816) is published four times a year in the months 

of February, May, August and November by 

Fox Chapel Publishing Co. Inc., 1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520. 

Periodical Postage paid at 

East Petersburg, PA and additional mailing offi

ces. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Woodcarving Illustrated, 

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520.

Woodcarving and the use of associated equipment can potentially result 

in health hazards and injuries. 

While we cannot impose safety standards 

in every article, we do ask that you make safety your number one 

priority. 

Protect your respiratory system, hearing, vision and the rest of your 

body with the proper safety equipment and prudent precautions. 

Read 

manuals that are supplied with your tools. 

Be aware that most accidents 

occur when you are tired or distracted. 

And when in doubt, seek advice 

from professionals, on how to keep your tools sharp and maintained. 

Being the editor of a magazine like 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated

is a little like Christmas everyday. It’s 

a joy to review the ideas and artwork that pass 

through my offi

ce. One of the most fulfilling aspects 

of my job is watching an article progress from a 

rough idea to the printed page. It can be a little 

sad to spend so much time on a project and then, 

in a flash, it’s gone. But I take pleasure in the fact that it’s 

found a new home with our readers. It’s a little like raising 

a child and then letting them go to find their own place in 

the world. You hope that you’ve done everything you can to 

prepare them and help them make their best impression. 

The pages of 

Woodcarving Illustrated

are an ideal venue 

for sharing our appreciation of the art of woodcarving 

and showcasing the talents of skilled carvers. We were 

delighted to discover that woodcarving is playing a role 

in an upcoming movie starring Sissy Spacek. Check out 


page 32 for a behind-the-scenes look at how real carvers 

helped Hollywood bring the art form to life. The movie 

tells the story of how art is used to form a bond between 

generations. This is a perfect example of our guiding 

principle to involve the next generation. 

From the initial 

feedback, it’s evident that 

our guiding principles are a 

resounding success. We’ve 

received a lot of emails 

offering encouragement 

and support. Staff

members 

recently joined our friends 

from 

Make

magazine in 

Austin, TX, to participate in 

the Maker Faire. The Faire 

is a two day family-friendly 

event that celebrates arts, 

crafts, science and the 

do-it-yourself mindset. It 

was a great opportunity 

to introduce carving to 

the younger generation. Another of our guiding principles 

focuses on supporting the grassroots of the woodcarving 

community. We’re planning a series of articles that will 

profile individual clubs, providing inspiration and ideas 

while recognizing the efforts and accomplishments of 

successful clubs. If you know of a club that deserves special 

recognition, please drop us a note and tell us why. 

These guiding principles serve as New Year’s 

Resolutions for us. Resolutions that we are committed 

to, and plan to keep. I hope you’ll continue to share your 

opinions and ideas for promoting woodcarving as we say 

farewell to 2007 and move into a new year full of promise 

and opportunity. 

Shannon@FoxChapelPublishing.com

Volume 11, Number 4 (Issue No. 41)

How-To Magazine for Carvers™

Internet: www.WoodCarvingIllustrated.com
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David Dick demonstrates wood-
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Make
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) in Austin, TX. 





[image: image]

www.woodcarvingillustrated.com

5





[image: image]

Woodcarving Illustrated 

|

HOLIDAY 2007

6

from our

mailbag

How to Find 

Other Carvers

FOX HUNT

Clyde Vincelette of Morrisonville, NY, 

and Wayne Strong of Colorado Springs, 

CO, were randomly drawn from the 170 

entries who located the Fox in the Fall 

2007 (Issue 40) of 

WCI

. The fox was located 

on Page 29 in the right view pattern on 

the arm of the Laughing Bear. 

If you find the fox in this issue, 

contact us and tell us the page number 

and location. Two readers randomly 

selected from all correct replies will receive 

a $25 Fox Chapel Publishing gift certificate. 

Entries must be received by January 2, 

2008, to be eligible. 

NOTE: The contest fox 

always faces left (any other foxes appearing 

in 

WCI

don’t count).

Send your entry to 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated

, Attn: Find the Fox, 1970 Broad 

St., East Petersburg, PA 17520, or e-mail to 

editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com

.

Storing Acrylic Paint: 

an Upside-Down Solution

In the Tips and Techniques 

section of Summer 2007 (Issue 

39), I noticed the homemade paint 

organizer. As someone who painted 

for 16 years before I started carving, 

I’ve found that if you store your 

paint bottles with the paint towards 

the cap, it keeps the air out and your 

paint stays usable longer. If you flip 

the bottles around so that the top 

faces down, the tilt of the bottle will 

encourage the paint to move to the 

top. We usually use such a small 

amount of paint for each carving 

that it would be nice to be able to 

keep them longer.

Carol Leavy

Clinton, IA

A Better Flow Medium

I use Minwax Water Based Clear 

Tinting Base to thin my acrylic 

paints. It comes in quart cans and is 

a lot less expensive than commercial 

flow mediums. I use a turkey 

basting syringe to fill a smaller 

plastic bottle from the can. It’s kind 

of a slimy, milky-colored liquid. 

Midge Schmitgen of Blue Earth, 

MN, introduced me to using the 

tinting base as a medium. 

While I’m at it, another source 

of fishing lure hardware for Don 

Salmen—mentioned in the Mailbag, 

Summer 2007 (Issue 39)—is Jans 

Netcraft, P.O. Box 89, Maumee, OH 

43537, 800-638-2723, 

www.jansnetcraft.com

. 

Mel Gillund

Buffalo, MN

I am looking for a local carving club. I plan on 

retiring in February, and moving to Ellenboro, 

NC. It would be nice to meet other carvers in 

that part of the state.

Bill Meiners

North Charleston, NC

We have a large listing of carving clubs on our 

website at 

www.woodcarvingillustrated.com/

clubs.php

. The clubs are broken down by state. 

The listing shows nine clubs in North Carolina. 

Visit our website to find a club in your area. 

If you don’t have Internet access, contact our 

customer service department at 717-560-4703.

Tilting the bottles towards the cap 

keeps the paint fresher longer.

One of the many helpful 

features on our website is a 

listing of carving clubs.
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The Lancaster County Woodcarvers teamed 

up with a local home school coalition to offer 

woodcarving classes to children between the 

ages of 13 and 18.

In all, 12 students who are a part of the 

Learning Station Home School Cooperative 

in Lititz, PA, took part in the 10 week class. 

The class was organized by George and Ann 

Reinfried. The students learned safety, sharpening, and the basic 

cuts; and each ended up with a completed project.

While George led the class, several members of the club were 

on hand to help out. The students were eager learners and club 

members enjoyed volunteering their time to share their love of 

woodcarving. The children were delighted with the class, and most 

were sad to see it end. In fact, the instructors and students decided 

to extend the class two more weeks in order to cover the basics of 

chip carving.

Another class is planned for the upcoming school year; the 

returning students will move on to intermediate projects, while 

the new carvers will work on similar beginner projects.

For more information on the Home School Project visit 


www.lancarvers.com 

or call Ann & George at 717-299-9921.

Club project competition

By Dick Berg

It’s not too late for your club to put together an entry for the group project competition 

at the 2008 Desert Woodcarving Show & Sale. 

For the last several years, there has been a club competition project each year at the 

show, which is a joint effort by the Grand Canyon State Woodcarvers and the Arizona 

Woodcarvers Association (AWA). The competition is open to any 

woodcarving club 

that would like to submit a group project.

The good thing about the 

competition is that it takes carvers from all skill levels 

and creates a combined effort to bring everyone up to speed. Those who need help will 

get it from the more accomplished carvers. It’s a 

great team-building exercise for the club.

The competition started about six years ago, 

when the Grand Canyon State Woodcarvers and 

the AWA were given kits for carousel animals. 

The clubs built a complete carousel with all of 

the working mechanisms, music, and mirrors. 

With that project completed, the clubs decided 

to try another, and eventually the group projects 

evolved into a competition.

The deadline for entries is Feb. 15, the first 

day of the show, which runs through Feb. 17 in 

Mesa, AZ. For more information, contact: Steve 

Toth, 602-952-9079, 

tvalles1@cox.net

, or Nick 

Day, 480-726-9434, 

dnickday@cs.com

.

news and

notes

Elisabeth Bjanes, 14, carves under the 

watchful eye of Jacob Deery III, a member of 

the Lancaster County Woodcarvers.

Joe Wannamaker

WCI

has been working 

on an article featuring 

the work of Joe 

Wannamaker for several 

months. The article is 

slated for publication 

in our spring issue. 

Unfortunately, Joe’s wife, 

Kay, informed us that 

he recently passed away 

after a lengthy illness. 

Joe was a former member 

of the Caricature 

Carver’s of America and 

served as inspiration and 

mentor to many aspiring 

carvers. Our condolences 

go out to Kay during this 

difficult time. We know 

that Joe’s contributions to 

the carving community 

will be sorely missed.

Inspiring the 

Next Generation

Members of the Grand Canyon State 

Woodcarvers and Arizona Woodcarvers 

Association pose next to a carousel the 

group created.

Kirsten Bailey, 15, watches as Ron Tomey 

demonstrates a diffi

cult technique.
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tips and

techniques

Tiny Paint Stick

From William R. Donaldson,

Wilmington, NC

I found that a straightened 

safety pin works great as 

a painting stick for small 

carvings. I used it when 

finishing the tiny squirrel 

carving I made as a part of 

the Cape Fear Woodcarvers 

club Noah’s Ark project. 

The locking catch and 

spring loop make good 

gripping surfaces, and the 

pin leaves such a small 

mark that paint fills it in.

Tips from the Masters

Make shallow cuts for a clean carving.

(Mark Gargac, Page 48)

Use a bright light to determine wood thickness. 

(Kenny Vermillion, Page 60)

Mix paints together with a palette knife 

to preserve your brushes.

(Charley Phillips, Page 65)

From Donald Mertz, Wilmington, OH

Carving can be a bit messy, but with this homemade 

apron, the chips are collected in a handy pocket for 

quick and easy clean up! All it takes to make a carver’s apron 

is a carpenter’s nail apron, five binder clips and a 24" piece of 

¼

"-diameter vinyl tubing.

Remove the stitching between the standard two pockets in 

the nail apron to make it into one large pocket. Starting in the 

center of the pocket, roll the seamed edge over the center of 

the tubing and lock it in place with a ¾

" binder clip. Working 

out from the center, continue to fold the edge over the tubing 

and clamp it in place with the binder clips. Tuck the extra vinyl 

tubing down into the pocket to help keep it open.

When you’re done carving, simply empty the chips from the 

pocket into the waste bin. Once you show your spouse how the 

apron works, he or she may let you carve in the living room!

Laptop Chip Collector 

Makes Clean-up a Snap

TOP TIP 

wins a pattern creation and 

organization software package from 

Carving Technologies.

Send your tip to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 1970 Broad St., 

East Petersburg, PA 17520, or email to 

Duncan@FoxChapelPublishing.com

.

TOP

TIP

✔

Corralling round 

metal bits

From Michael Kutch, 

Bath, PA

Tired of searching 

for the rotary carving 

bit that just rolled off 

your carving bench? 

To prevent this from 

happening, tape 

an advertisement 

refrigerator magnet—

the flat, flexible ones 

from the plumber, 

lawyer, or dentist—to your bench top. When you 

remove the burr from the chuck, place it on the 

magnetic pad. It’ll stay right where you want it.

This magnet is also useful any time you are 

working with small screws or other metal parts. If you 

don’t have any extra magnets, you can get magnetic 

sheets at the craft store.

A few easy modifications 

turn a simple apron into a 

wood chip collector.

A refrigerator magnet keeps 

bits where you put them.

Hold small carvings with a 

safety pin for easy painting. 
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reader

gallery

Totem Pole

Ron Surman of Honesdale, PA

, carved 

this 15'-tall totem pole from a white 

pine log cut down near his house. Ron 

spent 426 hours carving and painting 

his creation over a span of four years. 

It was carved entirely with hand tools.

Kitchen Saint

James Mueller of Santa Fe, NM

, took home an honorable 

mention ribbon at the New Mexico State Fair for his relief 

carving of San Pasqual, the patron saint of the kitchen. James, 

who retired from the nuclear chemistry field, was introduced 

to carving at the Sante Fe Senior Center.

Dragon Carvings

Allen Mello of Floral City, FL

, power 

carved this pair of dragons from cypress 

knees. Allen has been power carving 

for nearly 20 years. The natural finish 

emphasizes the flowing, stylized lines of the 

carving. Submitted by Nelson Bernier.

▲

▲

▲
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Carved by Bart Wilson

Critiqued by Shawn Cipa

C

arved b

y

Bart Wilso

n

Critiqued by Shawn Cipa

Santa Off

the Clock

This Santa appears to be “off

the clock,” with no coat or hat. 

However, 

we know it is Santa because of the red, fur-lined pants and boots—not 

to mention the beard and his jolly, rotund body shape. The caricature 

carving is well-executed and suggests a particular point in time; either it 

is prior to Christmas Eve, or just after, with a job well done. 

I like to think 

it is the latter. In this sense, the carver has told us a story—a brief one, but 

a story nonetheless.

The execution is straightforward, with nice, clean cuts. The side view 

shows a solid posture with no “unnatural” stance. The painting 

and 

finishing technique used here is what I like to see in a carving of this type; 
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Free catalogs upon request u‘;'((m
Tel: 845-876-3444 " Giny-Aig USA,LLC = PO, Box 335, i, Fmdnm,‘ e

‘Phone: 973-895-2818 « Fax: 973-895-1917
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@ Ds Carver
DETAILING IS EASY AT 400,000 RPM!

“This high speed carving and engraving ool s incredibly smooth and as easy 1o use as a
pencil. At 400,000 rpm the Turbo Carver gives you the power to create beauifuly detailed
engravings o relief carvings in wood, glass, eggs, stone, or just about any material Turbo
Carveris easy to control o make precise & accurate cus. Our high-qualy, professiona tool
s available at an affordable price.

The system connects easily to your air compressor, f purchase our“plug-in and carve”
Turbo Carver Compressor Sysiem.

® Easy to Control
@ Totally Lube Free - No Messy Oiling
@ Ulta Lightweight
® AGreat Price
@ Carve With Precision & Accuracy
@ Avallable with Water Misting System
o cany o compleesock o e nd acossores
ip mako your artwork come (o e

Visit our Website or give us a callto leam more:
‘about this exciting tool,
www.turbocarver.com - 800-373-0707
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The No. 50 Handpiece is
sold separately or with a
set of six chisels.

No.50C Chisel Handpiece Set
(with 6 chises from Set 1) $79

No..50 Chisel Handpiece
(no chisels) $49

- Excellent for carving wood,
plastc, and plaster.

- Attaches to a Foredom or other
flex shaft with a standard key
tip shaft.

Expert carvers recommend a
bench top dial speed control
to'seta constant low speed.

Dial Control Kits with
No. 50 Chisel Handpiece
+11 Chisels (Sets 1and 2)

EM for the 1/6 hp Series SR and
other Foredom universal motors.

Kit EM-50 5169
EM- No. 50 pus ChiselSets 1 and 2

EMX for use with the TX motor.

Kit EMX-50 $184
EMX- No. 50 pu Chise Sets 1
and2

Visitou website for more information

www.foredom.com

FOREDOM'

The Foredom Electric Company, 16 stony Hill Road, Bethel, CT 06801 USA - Tel.: 203-792-8622 - Email:

We've added 11 more chlsels for the
No. 50 reciprocating chisel handpiece.

Individual Chisels
and Specifications
(Profies shown actua size)

#1 Chisels Single Bevel

«Shape like the popular 44T but
has a unique and rugged textured
plastic barrel and tapered
aluminum tip and rear connector.

- Handpiece reaches optimum
toties s o
and 8,000 rpm. Fxiasmm AKCS1 5895 i
Works best with the added #2 Right Skews Single Bevel
power of a 1/3 HP Series TX
or 1/6 HP Series SR motor in \ e G
forward rotation only.
Get Foredom's quality, Fluteroni
pre-sharpened steel chisels axests
in 22 different shapes, [ 12mm AXC21 5995
individually or in
5 different sets.  Sweeps
U #tixasmm AKGOS 5695
V Parting Tools

; s s
NEW AK510 (set3) $79 \/ 0 xemm  AKCSO?  $8.95
12 Chisel Set in Pouch 75x12mm AKCINT 5995
and folds to MS X3¢

BN Gisol, T

*& B =

Look to Foredom for quality, reliability, and innovation.
Contact your favorite Foredom dealer.

Chisel Sets

Set1
AKHKS50 Gpc.
G, ki

AKCS05, AKCS05
AKCS03, AKCS10

Set2
AKHKS60 5pc.
AXCSO1, AKCSO2
AXCS07, AXCS08
Akt

Set3

AK510 12pc.
AKCS01, AXCS02
AKCS03, AKCS04,
AKCS05, AKCS06,
AKCS07, AKCS08,
AKCS09, AKCS1O,
AXGS11, AXCS1S
packed i AKCS00
Ganas Pouch
Set 4 NEW
AKHKS70 6pc.
AKCS12, AXCS13,
AKCS14, AKCS1S,
AKCS16, AKCS1T
Set 5 NEW
AKHKS80 5pc.
AKCTI7, AKCTE,
AKCT21, AKCT2

Axens

info@foredom.com

$39

$39

$79

$45

$45
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ATTENTION CARVERS

Wood marble plastics metal

Designed for use in high speed rotary tools
At speeds of up to30,000RPM and a solid carbide cutting head
the ROTARY CHISEL is the most agressive and controlable tool
available to the carving community today. At 25,000 RPM the
chisel makes 1250 cuts per second. This tool SAVES YoU TIME.

ROTARYCHISEL.COM's

ROTARY #u
CHISEL” _ ¢,

‘ROTARYCHISEL Co
2606

Casper Wiyoming 82601

| “xis0r-260275
35055

WELCOME TO THE NEW WORLD OF CARVING TOOLS

WEB SITE rotarvchisecom _ Phone 1:307-266-2797 __E-Mal createch@ven.com

LEARN T0 CARVE
.. IN THE BEAUTIFUL

SIERRA NEVADA
MOUNTAINS!

2007 Seminar Projcts inchude

+ Kestrl - Lifosizo

For more information about our seminars or Jeff Wardwell
isit wwrw.sierracreelcstudios.com or call 951) 805-0232.

Woodaarvers

“Carvers Serving Carvers”
Wearea full service walk-in store.

arso CompuCarve~
CarvoWright™ Woodwo

ing Machine

‘Woodcarving Supplies

LARGEST SELECTION
OF CARVING SUPPLIES
IN EASTERN CANADA

Vi our websit ¢ wevkvwoodcving sopplie.com
Eril kvoabacahia

Wetarry
RAM, Foredom, Flexcut,

Minicraft, Proxxon, Whal,
Nibsburner & Lots More.

Wealso bave an inventory of over
300 different books.

Visit our website at: wwwwoodnthings.net
ororder by ealling 1-800-365-4613

S =l

3601 N. Nevada, Spokane, WA 99207
(509) 4892689 + Fax: (509) 489-0246

Basswood Fall Special !

b VERY HIGH QUALITY SANDED EGGS
20" gooseeggs -$2.50eachor5/$10  3y3x
34" ostrich eggs-$6.00 each or 5/$25

5. -Y0u Should See What We Saw™

* Manylarge ks mantels,glue-ups,
ormament boards, etc. Callor email for rices.

Also Available:
2x2X12" - $2.25 eachor5/$10.00
2x4x12" - $4.75 eachor5/$20.00
$5.00eachor6/525.00
4x4x12"- $10.00each or5/$40.00
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Your crait requires high-quality, well-manufactured tools that wil perform
time and again without fil. We offer a complete range of carving tools
and accessories for the amateur carver as wellas the professional.

To request a copy of our 300-page woodworking tools catalog,

}LeeValley & veritas: =

call o visitus online. 1-800-683-8170 www.leevalley.com / /

,/h
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