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‘An adventure that

is

guaranteed to have

you in stiches

.’

Book Lover Jo

‘Readers will love this

action-packed

story.’

Reading Zone

‘A really

enjoyable

read.’

Books for Keeps

‘A fun read, this book

is

pigeontastic

!’

Guardian

‘A really good

laugh

out loud

book!’

Robert, age 7,

LoveReading4Kids

Winner

Greenhouse Funny Prize

North Somerset Teachers’ Book Award

Surrey Libraries’ Children’s Book Award

Fantastic Book Award

Shortlisted

Sainsbury’s Book Award

Alligator’s Mouth Award

Crystal Kite Award

Sheffield Children’s Book Award

‘A funny,

quirky

and

fast-paced

book.’

Inis Children’s Books

Ireland

Pi

g

eon

‘Every page is

packed

with laughs

.’

Michelle Robinson

‘Readers will love it . . .

full of daring and bravery

,

and much backfiring of

ridiculous schemes.’

School Librarian
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Dave Pigeon’s book on how

to raise a bunch of kittens

when you’re a pigeon

By

Dave Pigeon, Skipper,

Swapna Haddow

and

Sheena Dempsey,

all of whom know absolutely

nothing about kittens
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This story is inspired by the whopper

kererū that flew past my office on a

Tuesday morning in May while I was the

University of Otago College of Education

Creative New Zealand Children’s

Writer in Residence in 2022 – SH

For Nella – SD
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1

1

The Cat Meaner

than Mean Cat

‘Does Mean Cat seem a bit different

to you?’ Dave asked, as he peered

out of our shed window.

Dave had wiped clear a spyhole

through the thick dirty smear

across the middle of the glass. It had

been growing more and more grimy since

we moved into the shed at the bottom of the

Human Lady’s garden.
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Dave insisted on eating scavenged snacks

at the window every evening and now it was

splattered in a technicolour mess of crumbs,

curry stains and sticky rice bits.

‘What do you mean?’ I said.

‘Does she seem a bit meaner?’ he said.

‘And maybe a bit stripier?’

Stripier?

I clambered out of the shredded paper nest

I’d made by the paint tins and flapped up to

join Dave by the window. I expected to see

the familiar fluffy cat who had tormented

us for four books, who had ripped up Dave’s

wing and who constantly tried to sabotage

our plans to move into her Human Lady’s

house.

But there, glaring at us from the cat flap
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on the opposite side of the garden, was a

completely different cat.

‘Dave,’ I said. ‘That’s not Mean Cat!’

‘I know,’ he replied. ‘She’s changed so

much, it’s like she’s a completely different

cat.’

‘No!’ I insisted. ‘That

is

a completely

different cat.’

Dave squinted and pressed his beak up

against the window. ‘Are you sure, Skipper?’

I looked at the menacing face across the

garden again. Mean Cat had always had a

mean vibe about her but this cat was unlike

any cat I’d seen before. She sent a shudder

ruffling down the feathers on my back and

in that moment it felt like the shed grew

darker, as though a storm was coming in
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overhead. I had to shut my eyes quickly as

I felt the cat’s stare burn right through me.

This cat had a vibe that was meaner than

mean.

When I opened my eyes again, I resisted

looking back at the menacing face in the

cat flap and instead scanned the rest of

the garden. I nudged Dave’s head down so

that he was now looking at the bin because

something had caught

my

eye.

‘Yes, I’m sure,’ I replied. ‘Because if

that

is Mean Cat, then who is sitting by the bin?’

Dave’s eyes widened as he spotted the

actual

Mean Cat by the steel bin. And then

he came to the only logical explanation

Dave could.

‘Mean Cat cloned herself?’ he gasped.
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I didn’t even have to ask how that

would’ve been possible.

‘She obviously built herself a science lab

and got herself a pair of science goggles

for her cat face and a cat-shaped lab coat

and then probably made some sort of evil

cat laugh-meow sound that would send

chills through the actual evil scientists’

network,’ Dave continued, barely taking

a breath. ‘She was probably assisted by a

moss-covered rock with googly eyes called

Steven Melonchunks who, though small,

was the actual brains behind the cloning

because a cat brain is incapable of making

any clever decisions.’

A rock called Steven

Melonchunks?
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7

Dave puffed out his chest with an all-
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