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FOREWORD


K9 EXPERT EDUCATION



Congratulations! If you are considering adding a Labrador Retriever to your home, you are the newest member of a huge and very enthusiastic fan club. The Lab is the most popular dog breed in America, and what’s not to like? Handsome, sturdy, and easy to care for, the Lab’s devotion to his family is legendary.


Whether he is leaping into an ice-cold pond to retrieve waterfowl, performing as an indispensable guide dog to the blind, carrying out grueling search-and-rescue maneuvers, or simply stretched out at your feet as you read the newspaper or watch TV, the Lab’s long history of working in the service of mankind is an illustrious one. He wants nothing more than to serve you in whatever capacity he can.


While there are breeds with food issues, complicated grooming regimens, and quirky behavioral challenges, the Lab is nothing if not an easy keeper. He is intelligent yet sensible, with a hearty appetite and a spirited sense of humor; definitely not a candidate for the doggie psychiatrist’s couch. Happily, most Lab owners are as easygoing and low maintenance as their dogs.


Despite the breed’s popularity, there is nothing glamorous, exotic, or exaggerated about the Lab. He is a handy size for most city and suburban homes with a fenced backyard. The Lab is the perfect jogging companion for active singles as well as a loving, robust pet for children. Of course, bred for endurance in the field and water, he must be given sufficient exercise or his love of food will soon catch up with him. This is no discriminating gourmet who will turn down a free meal. In fact, you’d better keep those cupboard doors securely closed or he’ll be rummaging around for unscheduled feedings. Did we say he was an easy keeper? That’s a euphemism for chow hound! And those extra pounds will put an added strain on his heart, hips, and joints. The Lab is an athlete and a field champ. He shouldn’t look like a watermelon on legs!
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 The American Kennel Club breed standard recognizes three acceptable colors for the breed: glossy black, rich chocolate, and shades of yellow ranging from light cream to deep fox red. Notice that we didn’t say “white” or “silver.” White is basically a pale, pale cream while silver is not even mentioned in the standard. Steer clear of breeders who hype these “rare” and “unusual” colors in their advertising, hoping to reel in an unsuspecting novice. The Lab has far too many wonderful qualities to fixate on color. No serious dog owner buys a dog to match the color of the living-room sofa.


Whichever color you prefer, a quick grooming several times a week with a brush or hound mitt will remove dead hair before it ends up on your floors and carpets, and will keep him gleaming. Ears and eyes will need to be cleaned as well, and his nails trimmed. But that’s it. No doggie salon needed for this sporting dude.


If you’ve watched agility, rally, or dock dogs (a long-distance diving competition) on TV and think you might want to give it a try, your Lab will be an enthusiastic partner. If you prefer to swim, rollerblade, or jog, he’s happy keeping you company during those activities, as well. At the end of the day, he’ll sack out to watch a movie with you, or curl up under your desk, thumping his tail against your leg as you answer e-mails. Labs are all about the bonding; the activity is always negotiable.



JOIN OUR ONLINE Lab Club
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With this Smart Owner’s Guide™, you are well on your way to getting your Labrador diploma. But your Labrador Retriever education doesn’t end here.


You’re invited to join Club Lab™ (DogChannel.com/Club-Lab), a FREE online site with lots of fun and instructive online features like:
• forums, blogs, and profiles where you can connect with other Lab owners

• downloadable charts and checklists to help you be a smart and loving Labrador Retriever owner

• access to e-cards, wallpapers, and screensavers 

• interactive games 

• Lab-specific quizzes 






The Smart Owner’s Guide™ series and Club Lab™ are backed by the experts at DOG FANCY magazine and DogChannel.com-who have been providing trusted and up-to-date information about dogs and dog people for forty years. Log on and join the club today!





You could not find a sweeter, more loving or more versatile breed than the Lab. One look into his kind, friendly eyes will reassure you that you chose wisely. The AKC Lab standard states that “… good temperament, intelligence and alertness are a hallmark.” How do you top those three great qualities?


Allan Reznik
 Editor-at-Large, DOG FANCY











CHAPTER 1


THE LAB RESULTS ARE IN
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The answer to the question “Why the Labrador Retriever?” too often seems to be “Why not!” Because there are literally millions of happy Labrador lovers around the world, why shouldn’t everyone love a Lab? Given the breed’s good looks, trainability, loyalty, and intelligence, why isn’t this the dog for everyone on the planet who loves dogs?


Let’s begin by listing the kinds of people who should not consider the ubiquitous Labrador for their lives.



Lap-Dog Lookers: The Lab is no lap dog. Sure, he’ll want to “lap” and kiss you constantly, but he’s too big to sit on your lap while you’re reading or spending time in front of the television. Labradors like to be close to you, that’s for sure, but 60 pounds (or more) of true love is too much for anyone’s lap!



Couch Potatoes: Labradors love to romp and play, preferably with their trusted owners close by. Because the breed is designed for chasing birds in the swamp or swimming toward fallen ducks, Labs most definitely have energy to spare. Most pet Labrador owners do not have the time or inclination to take their dogs out on weekend duck hunts, so Labradors will need other outlets for their abundant energy.



it’s a Fact
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In 1830, the 2nd Earl of Malmesbury imported what might have been the first St. John’s or Labrador dogs to England. He unloaded the dogs at Poole Harbor, Dorset, in southern England.





Labs are very active, and need activities to keep them busy.
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No Boundaries: The Lab needs a sizeable piece of property on which to exercise, and a fence is imperative. As a gundog, the Labrador does not have a strong sense of territory, and he will not guard his property the way a Rottweiler or Doberman Pinscher will. This is not to say that he is not protective—he is most protective of his family and home. However, if not fenced in, he will more likely tear off in pursuit of a flapping pigeon than stay close by and stand watch.



JOIN OUR ONLINE Lab Club
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Meet other Lab owners just like you. On our Lab forums, you can chat about your Labrador Retriever and ask other owners for advice on training, health issues, and anything else about your favorite dog breed. Log onto DogChannel.com/Club-Lab for details!






Outdoor Only: The Labrador Retriever, for all his natural good looks and charm, does not fancy an owner who doesn’t want   to get up close to him and spend time with him indoors and out. Like most of the sporting breeds, the Labrador likes to be near his family. While it is true that the Labrador’s ancestors were “kennel dogs,” today’s Lab is strongly inclined to be indoors with his master and loved ones. To keep a Labrador Retriever outdoors exclusively will be torture to the poor dog, and such owners should consider a different breed or no dog at all. While the breed is renowned for its adaptability with any lifestyle, the breed is best when kept indoors and given time to spend outdoors. A happy Labrador is the true Labrador, and close to you is where he will want to be.



Neatniks: The Labrador sheds. Even though the breed has a short, dense coat, he does not cast coat any less than any other dog. Furthermore, the Lab is not, as a rule, a genteel or docile animal—he’s a “doggie” dog, and he likes to play inside and out. Owners will have to enforce the house rules immediately with the puppy, or else he may think he can roughhouse inside the house and out. Labradors can be raucous, rambunctious, and rowdy—that’s three “Rs” potential owners may have to live with.


[image: 009]



Did You know?


[image: 010]



Teenage Labrador Retrievers not only are energetic and prone to making mischief. Young Labs are often inclined to steal things so they’ll have something to carry around.










ARE YOU A LABRADOR PERSON? 


For all the talents of Labrador Retrievers, the breed is still only canine. That is to say, the Labrador is not a superdog. Mary Feazell, a Labrador fancier and trainer, contends that ninety-five percent of what a Labrador can grow up to be depends upon the owner; only five percent depends on the dog itself. That’s a huge responsibility for the owner of this fabulously talented dog! There is little that a Labrador cannot learn. Some Labs recognize hundreds of words and can execute dozens of commands. Feazell says, “Being realistic, Labs swim well, but they can’t walk on water.”


A Labrador Retriever requires a smart and dedicated owner, whether the pursuit is basic obedience (such as sit, stay, come, and lie down, the cues necessary for a well-trained home companion), or more lofty pursuits like obedience trials, field trials, agility trials, and working trials. Many Labs are so intelligent and have such a strong desire to please that they become self-trained.


Labradors are excellent problem-solvers and quickly decide what pleases their masters  and what does not! Such self-learned abilities include coming when called, staying where he’s put, not bolting through the front door every time it is opened, not jumping up on visitors, permitting people to pet and touch him, and not messing in the house.


Labrador Retrievers are smart, but you must be there to show the dog right from wrong. This is no different from instructing a child. Parents must be present for their children if they are to mature properly. Absent parents do not discipline, teach, or help their children. Likewise, Labs must receive enough training to make them capable of self-control and amenable to obeying cues, and minding their owners’ wishes.


The smart owner controls what kind of dog his Labrador becomes. The owner provides the dog with training, guidance, encouragement, and outlets for his energy and industry. The Lab who doesn’t have proper parental guidance can develop behavioral problems, including destructive habits, aggression, and fear-biting, to name a few. The owner molds his Labrador into the dog with whom he wants to live.


Labs make great family dogs because they love everyone, especially children.
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Investing time, money, and love into a dog can pay off a thousandfold; skimping on the time and education that a dog as active and bright as a Labrador requires can be an owner’s worst mistake. Do not rush into becoming a Labrador owner. This is a breed that deserves a smart owner, and if you’re not sure about the acquisition, delay your decision. Read more about the breed; talk to breeders, owners, and trainers; attend a dog show; and meet people who commit their lives to their dogs. Then, you’ll be better prepared to know whether you’re ready to dive into dog ownership.


For those of you who are certain that a Labrador Retriever is the dog with whom you want to share your life, this wonderful dog can become your world. Whether it’s a pet companion dog, show dog or field and working dog you require, the Labrador Retriever can become all you want in a faithful canine friend.


Labs require daily or weekly brushing, depending on the time of year and the amount of shedding. In addition, their grooming schedule includes weekly nail clipping and an ear/nose/eye check. Lab puppies do not need to be bathed as often as people sometimes think. Their smell comes from the sweating of their paw pads, and simply wiping the feet regularly can significantly reduce odor. Because the coat will shed dirt, grime, and oils regularly, a Lab puppy only needs a bath every three to four weeks.
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it’s a Fact
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Although the Lab’s hunting heritage can give him prodigious levels of energy, another aspect of that heritage—the breed’s short coat—is advantageous to a busy owner. The Lab was bred with short fur because longer coats would freeze up after emerging from cold water, and this no-freeze coat makes the dog relatively easy to groom.
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Labrador Retrievers are good with many types of animals. The younger your Lab is when he is introduced to other animals, the more accepting he will be of them when he gets older. Lab puppies can live harmoniously with cats, rabbits, ferrets, guinea pigs, and other dogs.


Labs are great with children. Before you bring your Lab home, be sure to teach your child the appropriate way to approach, play with, call, and hold a Lab puppy. Use stuffed animals for younger children to practice with. You can teach your child to approach slowly with back of the hand extended; sit on the floor and hold the puppy in the lap; never to pull the dog’s ears or tail; and to pet the puppy gently. Show your child how to gently push a puppy down if the puppy jumps up, and how to calmly react if a puppy gets rowdy or overly playful. That way, your child will be prepared to deal with the real thing once you bring your new puppy home.



NOTABLE & QUOTABLE


Exercises may include tug games, retrieving, swimming, accompanying owners when they jog or in-line skate, play dates with other dogs, or calling the dog to come or jump in the backyard over a series of low jumps.



—trainer Beverly Hebert from Sugar Land, Texas 






Labrador Retrievers require training, and the younger he starts, the better. If he can start puppy kindergarten before six months of age, then follow up with beginning and intermediate classes, he will have a good foundation. The trainer will be able to identify problem areas for your puppy during this time, and will be able to head off any possible bad habits before your Lab puppy reaches adulthood.
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Labs come in three colors: black, yellow and chocolate.



Did You know?
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The Labrador Retriever coat colors are black, yellow, and chocolate. Any other color or a combination of colors is a disqualification in the show ring, according to the breed standard. A small white spot on the chest is permissible, however, but not desirable.



Black—Blacks should be all black. Yellow—Yellows may range in color from fox-red to light cream, with variations in shading on the ears, back and underparts of the dog.



Chocolate—Chocolates can vary in shade from light to dark chocolate.
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This breed loves to do all the things that his family does.


Labs are notorious chewers. They will chew and eat all kinds of things, both edible and inedible. Some of these things can be harmful or even deadly, so confining your puppy to an acceptable radius by using baby gates or a crate can help keep him safe.


Labs love to swim and play in water. Lab puppies can be exposed to water as soon as they are up and running around, and certainly by eight weeks of age, when they are typically allowed to leave the breeder.


A fenced yard is almost always a necessity, and different kinds of fencing can work for your puppy. The important qualities of the fence are height and security. Labradors are good at jumping, climbing up and over, and digging under fences. They are excellent at learning to open gates. Place a secure lock on whatever containment you choose, anchor the bottom of chain-link fencing, and if using an outdoor run, buy one with an enclosed top.



JOIN OUR ONLINE Lab Club
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Show your artistic side. Share photos, videos, and artwork of your favorite breed on Club Lab. You can also submit jokes, riddles, and even poetry about Labrador Retrievers. Browse through our various galleries and see the talent of fellow Lab owners. Go to DogChannel.com/Club-Lab and click on “galleries” to get started.





 




HE’S A PEOPLE PERSON 


Although the Labrador Retriever is bred to hunt and retrieve, he does not do so alone. These tasks require him to work closely with a human partner. Consequently, Labs are born extroverts. They have strong social instincts and are eager to please the human members of their packs.


This sociability makes Labs easy to train and happy to participate in any activity you’d like to do with them. However, the Lab’s outgoing nature has a flip side. Although Labs have great temperaments, they truly crave, demand, and deserve lots of attention. This will not be a breed to leave home alone all day, come home from work, and go out again at night. They can become very depressed and may take out their frustrations through destructive behavior aimed at your home or self-mutilation like excessive foot chewing or leg licking.


Fortunately, Labrador Retrievers are not only sociable but also versatile. The breed’s generally sunny disposition, love of people, and willingness to learn make these dogs star performers in many disciplines. They’re field dogs, companion dogs, therapy dogs; they’re all-around good dogs. They are incredibly adaptable.
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NOTABLE & QUOTABLE


People underestimate the amount a correctly coated Lab can shed. At least twice a year, a Lab will shed his coat. You will find hair everywhere from the car seats to the fireplace mantle to the lampshades. The more you brush your Lab, the less you will have to vacuum.


—Laura Dedering of Bangor, Pa..










LABS ARE ACTIVE 


Labrador Retrievers have to be active to accompany a hunter from dawn to dusk, running, swimming, and retrieving. That high energy level is great for active people who like to run, swim, and play fetch. But it can be disastrous for people who like to sit, relax, and watch television. These inactive people often label their dogs as hyperactive, but the dogs are really just doing what they were bred to do.


Most people say they want an energetic dog. In today’s society, it’s good to be athletic, and few people openly admit that a they want a dog that matches their sedentary, inactive lifestyle. People also tend to overestimate the time they can devote to a dog, and as the excitement of playing with a new puppy subsides, the dog may be left to entertain himself.


Adult Labrador Retrievers need thirty to sixty minutes of interactive exercise every morning and evening. You can’t just put a Lab in the yard while you’re cooking dinner because Labs tend not to exercise themselves—at least not in constructive ways. They may bark, chew, and dig, but most owners interpret that as unruly behavior, not exercise. Labs only get appropriate exercise when it is directed by a person, either by walking, hiking, swimming, or retrieving. Don’t think bad weather is an excuse to take the day off; the typical Lab thinks a hurricane only makes the outing more invigorating. Water is fun!


[image: 020]


 [image: 021]


Lab adults almost never lose that playful quality they possess when they’re puppies.







ORALLY ORIENTED 


Labrador Retrievers were developed to use their jaws like a strong and dexterous hand. In the absence of birds to retrieve, they’ll mouth and carry just about anything in reach. That’s great for people who like to play fetch or compete in advanced obedience competitions. It’s bad for those who don’t give their Labradors an outlet for his need to carry and manipulate objects in his mouth.


This oral fixation leads to a complaint common among Lab owners. This inclination to hold things in the mouth often includes human arms and hands. The Lab’s oral fixation can lead to health problems such as obesity or ingesting foreign objects or poisons.
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Labs are mouthy dogs, meaning they love to chew, lick, nibble, and gnaw.



Pop Pups



Why does the Labrador Retriever consistently rank as the most-registered breed in America, the United Kingdom, and Canada?



1. Labs are incredibly photogenic. The yellows are easiest to photograph.



2. Labs are their own best ambassadors. People meet or hear other people’s Labradors and hope to get one just like them. and hope to get



3. The easygoing Lab is especially patient with children. The only problem he poses is that in his enthusiastic jumping, the Lab may accidentally knock over a child. Teaching your Lab not to jump on people or items will prevent this problem.



4. Labs love water. What breed is better to take to the beach or the lake?



5. Labs are incredibly versatile. These dogs excel at pursuits such as conformation, obedience, field trials, assistance to the handicapped, and therapy work. This versatility will come in handy when you and your Labrador Retriever confront new situations. What may seem difficult to you may not be a big deal to your Lab.



6. If brushing a long-coated dog like a Golden Retriever or an Afghan Hound isn’t your thing, look to the Lab. His short coat makes grooming easy: A fast weekly brushing and nail trim, and periodic ear cleanings are all that’s needed—and you can perform those tasks at home. There’s no need to pay a grooming pro.
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7. Labs so big dog but not so big that an adult would have trouble dealing with one. Put another way: Their height makes them just right for petting.



8. The Lab loves everyone and anyone, and is never shy about demonstrating his affection. If the aloof natures of some northern breeds like Siberian Huskies or you, look no further than a Lab.



9. Unlike some other breeds, such as Shetland Sheepdogs, Beagles, and Welsh Corgis, the Lab doesn’t need to hear himself talk. Labradors bark only when there’s a reason, as notifying house hold that someone’s at the door



10. They love life. The exuberant, adaptable Lab has much to teach human beingsabout how to enjoy being alive.
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RETRIEVER REPORT


This friendly, sporty breed has won the hearts of dog owners the world over.



COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Canada



WHAT HIS FRIENDS CALL HIM: Lab



SIZE: males—22½ to 24½ inches tall (measured to the withers, aka shoulders), 65 to 80 pounds; females—21½ to 23½ inches, 55 to 70 pounds



COAT & COLOR: short, straight, dense, double coat that can be either yellow, black, or chocolate in color



PERSONALITY TRAITS: adaptable, affectionate, personable, versatile, intelligent. Labs were originally bred to assist hunters retrieving water birds, but they continue to help people by serving in the fields of therapy, drug- and arson-detecting, and assisting people with disabilities.
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