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            Introduction

         

         Cockers are different

         YOUR COCKER IS different. First of all, your cocker is different from other cockers. There’s little point in describing here what a cocker is like, because your cocker probably isn’t like that. You can’t generalise about a cocker, because they are different!

         The purpose of this book is to help you and your cocker enjoy his differentness at the same time as teaching him to become your willing and helpful partner in adventures together.

         As you will discover, cockers are certainly different from other breeds of dog, even gundog breeds, which is why it’s a good idea to read a cocker training book, even if you have owned and trained other breeds.

         Confusingly, another major difference in cockers is within the breed itself. The Kennel Club (KC) registers about 24,000 cocker spaniels annually in the UK, but it does not differentiate between the two very different strains of cocker spaniel – the show cocker and the working cocker.

         The difference between showing and working strains of gundog breeds is usually distinct, and it is more marked with cockers than with most gundogs.

         Show cockers have longer hair and longer ears and look pretty, rather than athletic. Working cockers are often quite short-haired and their ears are much more fit-for-purpose – that purpose being getting dragged through hedges. Working cockers are athletic, slim and very energetic compared with show cockers.

         Most of the information in this book applies equally to show and working cockers. However, when you come to learn about the cocker in sport, in Part 2, you will find it much more relevant to working cockers.

         Until fairly recently, show cockers were more popular than working cockers as family pets. But now working cockers are moving out of the shooting field and into the home. Celebrity owners like the 10Beckhams, Martin Clunes, and the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge have made the working cocker fashionable.

         
            
[image: ]Working cockers are a distinct strain, but just as beautiful as their show cocker cousins

            

         

         New owners, imagining that trendy working cockers are no different from show cockers, can find themselves with more of a handful than they expected. This book aims to prepare you for having a working cocker, and help you out if you already have one that is challenging you.

         Many of the new fans of the working cocker like his versatility. They hope he will be a pet on Friday and a gundog out shooting on Saturday. Working cockers can certainly adapt to these two different roles, but they need to be shown how to do that.

         As you are discovering, cockers are different! They can be different good, and they can be different bad – this book will make sure your cocker is different good.

         The history and family tree of working cockers

         The story of your working cocker, whizzing about wagging his tail as you read this, is very recent. Today’s modern working cocker didn’t really develop until the 1960s, when a handful of gundog trainers in England, Wales and Scotland thought the little spaniels were worth taking seriously.

         Until that time, cocker spaniels were just smaller springer spaniels. In the early 1900s, the Kennel Club randomly assigned a minimum weight of 25 lb to springer spaniels. Any spaniel weighing less than 25 lb, by default became a cocker spaniel.

         Even nowadays, the breed inevitably has a lot of springer spaniel DNA in it. However, springer spaniels themselves have DNA from pointers, setters and all manner of seventeeth and eighteenth century European hunting dogs. Until 1893, all spaniels were simply known as land spaniels, and the different breeds and strains only began to differentiate when people started forming specific breed clubs in order to show or compete in gundog trials.11

         As a member of the spaniel tribe, the cocker goes back to the earliest dogs used for hunting game. Historians think spaniels may have arrived in England during the Roman occupation of northern Europe around fifty years BC, possibly being brought across the Channel from Spain. The name spaniel probably derives from Hispania, meaning Spain, and there is some support for this in the French term chien de l’Espagnol – the dog of Spain.

         By the sixteenth century, spaniels were being used all over Europe to flush game from dense cover – but not necessarily for guns as we assume today. Very often the aim would be to push the game forward into nets or snares. The springe spaniel (the origin of our springer spaniel) was prized for its ability to spring or flush birds into the sky where they could be hunted by falcons. Another common use would be for the setting spaniel (which we now identify as the setter) to set hares off so they could be coursed by greyhounds.

         The next century brought flintlock shotguns into use, and the spaniel’s role evolved again. Now it needed not just to flush game for the gun to shoot but, crucially, it had to stop and wait while the gun was re-loaded – a tedious process which could easily take up to a minute. Today, the need for this ‘steadiness’ to the gun is still at the heart of spaniel training. The word ‘hup’ is used to ask the dog to sit, and it is thought this derives from the seventeenth-century shout, ‘Guns up’ or ‘Guns hup’, ready for re-loading.
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         It is generally thought that at about this time, the smaller spaniels took on the specialist role of hunting woodcock, and became known as ‘cocking’ or ‘cocker’ spaniels. Although there isn’t in fact much 12evidence to support this, the modern cocker’s style of hunting does help him to be successful in finding and flushing game that is well-hidden, as woodcock are prone to be.
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         Another aspect of cockers that writers and historians have commented on right from the beginning is their great charisma and marked personality. It is recorded that during the period of Henry VIII’s break from the Roman Catholic Church in the sixteenth century, Lord Wiltshire’s cocker spaniel bit Pope Clement VIII on the toe.

         Perhaps this cocker was expressing a political opinion, because it is generally unusual for a cocker to be a nippy dog. Their most irritating behaviour is the opposite tendency to be clingy, and literally want to be in physical contact with their paws on the owner’s thigh.

         When Shakespeare’s Helena in A Midsummer Night’s Dream is confessing just how besotted she is with Demetrius, she says: ‘I am your spaniel; and, Demetrius, / The more you beat me, I will fawn on you: / Use me but as your spaniel …’

         Chaucer must surely have had a cocker. His Wife of Bath in The Canterbury Tales dismisses a needy woman like this: ‘… you say that she / Hankers for every man that she may see; / For like a spaniel will she leap on him …’

         Right up to the present day, there cannot be a working cocker spaniel owner who hasn’t been leapt on by their cocker!

         The founder of the modern cocker, the late Keith Erlandson, was well aware of the working cocker’s exuberant and sometimes irritating personality. In his book Gundog Training (1976), Erlandson writes: ‘It is of course a well-known fact that the old gentleman from the Nether regions is a keen shooting man and when he shoots, he shoots over a pack of Cockers … black cockers, with live embers for eyes. Each one runs in and gives tongue and all bite their birds like fury.’

         This was the kind of dog Erlandson and his colleagues were training in the 1960s. At that time cockers weren’t considered to be a dog for amateurs or for driven shooting. They had a reputation for being strong-willed and difficult to train and really only useful for gamekeepers in controlling rabbit populations.

         This meant that when myxomatosis became established in the 1960s and did the cocker’s job of rabbit control, the breed began to be little known, certainly in England. But Erlandson, and friends in Wales and Scotland, had a soft spot for the ‘devil dogs’ and persisted with them. Then along came a little partly show-bred bitch called Speckle of Ardoon, who won the Cocker Spaniel Field Trial Championship in 1972, 1973 and 1974.

         In 1995, writing in The Working Springer Spaniel, Erlandson 13commented: ‘Speckle revitalised the breed and her line-bred descendants are still winning well today. The line has been further strengthened by FTCh [Field Trial Champion] Rhu of Migdale, a great-grandson of Speckle.’
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         Erlandson developed a breeding programme with two spaniel-training colleagues, Cyril Gwynne in Wales and Denis Douglas in Scotland. They wanted to produce cockers that still had all the drive and charisma of their tough parents, but that would be more trainable and easier for the amateur to handle.

         Erlandson’s Gwibernant Snake became a foundation bitch for Cyril Gwynne’s Wernffrwd line. When mated with Rhu of Migdale, she produced the bitch Wernffrwd Ci Twt, who is at the heart of the modern, softer cocker breeding. Gwibernant Snake also bred with Bunter of Jordieland, a son of Denis Douglas’s Carswell Zero, producing the wonderful Wernffrwd Bunterson, another massively influential dog in producing modern cockers.
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         Erlandson remembered: ‘Denis Douglas bred some very good cockers. Denis also ran and made up to champion the wicked Carswell Zero, a truly evil dog but a very influential stud force, siring the famous Bunter of Jordieland, who proved himself a pre-potent sire.’14

         
            
[image: ]Today’s best cocker pups are descended from excellent field trial champions of the last fifty years

            

         

         From the 1990s onwards, the offspring of these dogs began to change attitudes towards cockers. They were at the heart of lines produced by Peter Jones (Maesydderwen), Dai Ormand (Rowston), Ian Openshaw (Mallowdale), Simon Tyers (Timsgarry), Will Clulee (Poolgreen, and also the sire, Argyll Warrior), Dave Lissett (the Duke of Buccleuch’s kennel), Jon Bailey (Churchview) and Roy Ellershaw (Fernmoss).

         The massively improved temperament and trainability of today’s modern cockers have helped them overcome the latest big challenge for the breed – commercial driven pheasant shooting. This has now become the dominant form of shooting in the UK, and it is the mode which suits cockers the least.
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         It is the opposite of their original shooting purpose, and it seemed as if it could drive them under in the face of Labrador retrievers, a more recent breed. For a time, the only place to see cockers working as they are meant to, was in field trials. But the charm and popularity 15of cockers is actually influencing shooting fashion, and now cocker owners are demanding shooting tailored for their dogs, with a rise in rough shooting and dog-work days.
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         So do get out there and work your working cocker, but remember to wear a pair of dog-proof over-trousers. There are some cocker attributes that will never be bred out. [image: ]

         
            
               
	THE WORKING COCKER HALL OF FAME



	Male Field Trial Champions
            
                        
                        	Female Field Trial Champions



	Carswell Zero
            
                        
                        	Speckle of Ardoon



	Rhu of Migdale
            
                        
                        	Gwibernant Snake



	Bunter of Jordieland
            
                        
                        	Wernffrwd Ci Twt



	Wernffrwd Bunterson
            
                        
                        	Wernffrwd Silk



	Jade of Livermere
            
                        
                        	Kigaro Minnie



	Wernffrwd Cymro Du
            
                        
                        	Maesydderwen Kestrel



	Wernffrwd Dai Bach
            
                        
                        	Wernffrwd Kathleen



	Argyll Warrior
            
                        
                        	Timsgarry Kelly



	Sandford Black Mamba
            
                        
                        	Fernmoss Nightingale



	Danderw Druid
            
                        
                        	 



	Timsgarry Simpson
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            PART 1 : YOUR COCKER AT HOME

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Getting started with your cocker pup

         

         What preparations and equipment do I need before I collect the pup?

         PREPARATIONS BEGIN WHEN you contact your chosen breeder. If you check out the Kennel Club online (www.thekennelclub.org.uk) you will find a list of accredited cocker breeders. As well as looking at this list, chat with friends who have cockers and ask for their recommendations. Somebody’s cocker made you want one – ask his owners where they got him.

         Once you have chosen your breeder, they will guide you through your preparations. Most will invite you to select your pup at around six weeks old, and then return two to four weeks later to collect him. Some breeders like to keep the pup and organise the vaccinations for you, while others let you do that for yourself.

         
            
[image: ]The breeder will usually let you choose your pup at around six weeks of age and collect it two to four weeks later

            

         

         When you first visit a working cocker pup you will probably notice that his tail has been surgically shortened, or ‘docked’. This is legal in England and Wales (not in Scotland) but it must be accompanied by the correct documents stating that the pup is a working cocker and with the pup’s microchip details, breeder’s name and vet’s name. The breeder will show you a vet’s certificate and accompanying documentation proving that this is legal – when you eventually take the pup home this paperwork will be part of the puppy pack which the breeder will give you.

         If the breeder has had the tail shortened but doesn’t have any paperwork to show you, I’m afraid you can’t buy the puppy and you should consider reporting the matter. Cockers which are not truly working bred should not have their tails shortened. So if you are buying from a breeder of show 17cockers don’t expect to see a shortened tail, and question it if you do.

         
            
[image: ]In all the excitement of collecting pup, remember all the paperwork

            

         

         When you have chosen the pup and reassured yourself about his paperwork, you can fix a collection date with the breeder. When you do collect your cocker, the breeder will give you a full puppy pack including not just the docking certificate but also the KC registration certificate and other items added by the breeder, often including a brief guide on how to look after the pup for the first month or so.

         There will be material about pet insurance, but it is optional to have insurance. Some people prefer to open a savings account and pay in a regular sum each month just in case of major vet’s fees. Remember, pet insurers are commercial companies, not charities, and they aim to make a profit on your premiums.

         While you are waiting for the big day, the breeder will have completed weaning the pup and got him feeding on puppy food from a bowl. He will also have had his first worming dose. Some top breeders will have got the pup well along the routine of toilet training and the young pup will be relaxed and confident, ready to leave his litter-mates and go to a new home.

         You can now go ahead and make an appointment for your pup’s first vet visit. This is to register the pup with the practice and do any vaccinations necessary. The vet will also advise on a worming regime and give you an information pack.

         If you haven’t already had the conversation with the family about what the pup’s initial routine will be, and who will ultimately be responsible for the pup’s welfare, this is a good time to have that talk.

         Presumably you all made the choice to buy a cocker together, so you will already have a good idea about who will be doing what, and what you would like your pup’s future to be. If you are cocker first-timers, it is a good idea to read this book all the way through before your pup even comes home.

         There are mistakes with cockers that first-timers can easily make. Establishing sensible pup-care routines is important, even if these routines adapt and change as your cocker grows up and you gain more experience.

         The easiest difference you can make here and now is just to be aware! Think about the fact that you are about to have a new member of the family who will have almost as many needs as a new human addition. If you realise this now, there is much less risk of things going wrong when puppy arrives.

         This is also a good moment to get everybody to lend a hand puppy-proofing the garden or whatever outdoor space the pup is going to have for play and toileting. Remember that cockers, whether 18puppies or adults, are brilliant escape artists and usually have the motivation to escape in order to find more adventures.

         So really double-check that fences are high enough and that there are no little holes for a cocker to squeeze through. It is part of a grown-up working cocker’s job to squeeze into tight places, and they are born experts. If you live in a peaceful area, escapes may not be too much of a problem, but you will be surprised how much trouble a cocker can get into when not supervised.

         Now get the house ready to receive pup. You will need:

         
            Lots of paper – to protect your floor from accidents. Wallpaper lining paper is cheap, absorbent and clean. It should also line the floor of pup’s indoor pen.

            A medium-size plastic washable dog bed – available online or at local pet stores. Avoid a furry fabric dog bed for a young pup as it can be dangerous if they chew it, and rapidly unhygienic.

            Washable veterinary dog bedding sheet – brands include Vetbed®. This goes over the top of the lining paper at the bottom of the pen. The fabric is wick-away, so the top remains dry while any accidents or water spills soak through to the absorbent paper.

            Two stainless-steel water bowls – one to use and one to wash, stationed alongside pup’s feed bowl.

            
               
[image: ]You will need two stainless-steel water bowls

               

            

            19One or two non-spill water bowls – one to stay in the pup’s indoor pen, and one to wash or go in the car.

            Two stainless-steel feed bowls – one to use and one to wash. Early on, establish a regular place where pup and then dog will be fed and access water. It is a good idea to have a non-slip rubber mat under these to protect from spills.

         

         
            
[image: ]You don’t need a lot of special equipment, but cheap slip-leads will always be useful

            

         

         A puppy collar with tag and clip-on lead – even though your pup will soon grow out of his collar and into a different kind of collar/lead called a slip-lead (discussed in Basic education). Do get a good quality collar, as the cheap ones can cause allergies. Have a hard-wearing name tag engraved. Microchipping schemes often offer tags with details of the monitoring centre so anyone who finds your dog can call in.

         It is a legal requirement for an adult dog to wear a collar and tag when in a public place, so it is worth getting a tag you can keep and attach to the dog’s eventual full-size collar. When considering what information to put on the tag, do not include the dog’s name or your name as this gives thieves details they can use to fake ownership. If not using the microchip call centre, it is simplest just to put your own mobile phone number. If by any bad luck your dog does happen to go missing, you will be out looking for him with your phone in hand, and this is the quickest way for genuine finders to contact you.

         
            
[image: ]Fit a crate to your car which can be used both by older dogs and the pup
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[image: ]Lots of safe, non-squeaky toys are great

            

         

         An indoor dog kennel – a large, foldable, wire pen which will be your pup’s home in the house. Line it with paper and bedding as described and make sure you put in a non-spill water bowl. Although many people opt for the grown-up dog not to live in an indoor kennel, you should use one at the beginning because in makes toilet training much more straightforward.

         
            
[image: ]… and pup can play with them outdoors in a playpen

            

         

         A puppy playpen – not vital but really nice to have. A collapsible playpen will keep your puppy safe anywhere in the house or garden when you can’t keep an eye on him. These are available online.

         
            
[image: ]… a good time to learn to play with other dogs

            

         

         
            [image: ]

         

         Some puppy-safe chew sticks – on sale at the vet’s surgery. Once you know the most suitable brands, you will probably be able to pick them up at the supermarket.

         
             

         

         Food – breeders will give you a bag of the pup’s current food (often quite a big bag!), which will keep pup going while he settles in. You can then move him over to a brand you may prefer or your vet recommends. Cockers are not picky eaters. Working cockers are such healthy dogs in general, they seem to thrive on almost any food. As the cocker grows up to adulthood you will find that a lower protein formulation works well. Cockers on very high protein mixes do tend to get a bit buzzy.

         
             

         

         Basic grooming kit of brush, comb, toothbrush and ear cleanser – to get the grooming routine established. Cockers are very frustrating to groom because they are 21extremely wriggly throughout their lives. So it is a good idea to start the routine before the pup becomes impossibly in your face (literally). Tooth brushing is especially important as you’ll learn in the health section. You can get ear-cleansing drops on your visit to the vet.

         
             

         

         Toys – of course you should have plenty, but you do need to be careful which ones you choose. Many of the pitfalls are similar to those of young children’s toys in that you need to ensure the toy doesn’t contain small parts, sharp elements or toxic materials.

         Some people find it amusing to buy pups a squeaky toy, but this is discouraged for a number of reasons. If your working cocker will eventually work as a gundog, he mustn’t get into the habit of squeezing items or closing his jaws on them, as this would result in game becoming damaged and inedible. Also, the squeaker itself can be very dangerous to a dog that manages to pull it out of the toy.

         Stick with approved, well-designed and carefully made toys. The Kong® range is very good, and you will see similar items on sale in pet shops and at the vet’s.

         Here’s a checklist of preparations and equipment to have ready before collecting pup:

         
            
               

	PREPARATION
            
                        
                        	CHECK ✔





	
1  
            
                        
                        	Visit the breeder and select puppy
            
                        
                        	 



	2
            
                        
                        	Check docking paperwork
            
                        
                        	 



	3
            
                        
                        	Arrange a collection date with breeder and discuss who will vaccinate
            
                        
                        	 



	4
            
                        
                        	Prepare the place where your puppy will live and puppy-proof the garden or play area
            
                        
                        	 



	5
            
                        
                        	Choose a vet and book in pup for vet-practice registration / first visit routine
            
                        
                        	 



	6
            
                        
                        	Prepare the car for pup’s travel
            
                        
                        	 



	7
            
                        
                        	Find time to discuss pup’s likely routine with the family
            
                        
                        	 22








         

         
            
               

	EQUIPMENT
            
                        
                        	CHECK ✔





	1
            
                        
                        	Absorbent paper
            
                        
                        	 



	2
            
                        
                        	Dog bed
            
                        
                        	 



	3
            
                        
                        	Bedding sheet
            
                        
                        	 



	4
            
                        
                        	Water bowls
            
                        
                        	 



	5
            
                        
                        	Feed bowls
            
                        
                        	 



	6
            
                        
                        	Collar, lead, tag
            
                        
                        	 



	7
            
                        
                        	Indoor kennel
            
                        
                        	 



	8
            
                        
                        	Outdoor playpen, optional
            
                        
                        	 



	9
            
                        
                        	Chew sticks
            
                        
                        	 



	10
            
                        
                        	Food
            
                        
                        	 



	11
            
                        
                        	Grooming kit including toothbrush
            
                        
                        	 



	12
            
                        
                        	Toys
            
                        
                        	 







         

         Where should pup live?

         Deciding where your pup and eventually full-grown dog will live is a very thorny subject, which keeps getting raised throughout this book for various reasons.

         The first moment to think about it is obviously when you are getting ready to bring the pup home. At this point, most people will opt to have a puppy pen in a suitable position in the house. The puppy pen is basically an indoor kennel made from mesh with a removable plastic base tray. Also known as a crate, the pen usually has two doors and is easy to collapse for moving and storage.

         The pen should be lined with paper with sheet bedding over the top as described. Inside the pen are the pup’s sleeping bed, toys and a water bowl. This becomes pup’s home-base and bedroom while he is growing up.23

         There are so many good reasons for using a pen that they are strongly recommended and it would be a mistake not to use one. Puppy pens make toilet training easy. They create a secure environment for your cocker so that he grows up to be a relaxed and confident dog. They prevent him from getting under people’s feet and being shouted at. They keep him out of trouble when there is no one around to have an eye on him.

         Yet some new dog owners persist in assuming the indoor puppy pen/kennel is cruel. They think of it as a cage. Quite simply, if you do not see your teenage daughter’s bedroom as a prison, or your husband’s man-cave as a gaol, then you should not begin to think of your pup’s home as a cage. In fact, depriving him of his own private, personal space for rest, relaxation and sleep is far more cruel.

         So, at least for the first six months of his life, your pup really should have his own pen. Then you can decide whether he will continue to have one throughout his life. More and more people are going down this route. In busy, sometimes cramped, homes it makes everybody’s life easier if the dog and his stuff are basically in one place. If you make this decision, remember to buy a pen that will be big enough for your cocker when he is fully grown. A working cocker is classed as a medium-size dog, and most people find a medium or large pen is an ideal size.

         Another alternative is for your dog to have his bed in a particular corner of the house. This can work well in larger country homes, which usually have some kind of utility room or boot room area where the dog’s bed naturally fits in and it doesn’t matter if it all gets a bit muddy or messy.

         
            
[image: ]Carrying pup outside frequently will help with toilet training

            

         

         Some first-time cocker owners like the idea of having the dog living in the kitchen or the sitting room. While this can work with some of the calmer, more peaceful breeds like Labradors, it really isn’t advisable with a cocker.

         As you will discover from the moment your pup arrives home, cockers never stop. They are permanently on the go, into everything, climbing up and jumping down, wriggling under and squirming over. If your cocker has 24/7 access to all areas, you will never get any peace. And, more importantly, neither will the dog.

         Working cockers find it almost impossible to switch off while they are still with their human friends; they must interact all the time. Having a special space apart so that both you and the dog can get a bit of peace is important for your long-term relationship.24

         Cockers in professional gundog and game-shooting homes often have purpose-built kennels and runs outside the house, often in a garage or outbuilding. When they are busy working they live in these, coming into the home during their time off. This works in rural areas where there is plenty of space, but does carry a security risk at a time when dog theft is on the increase.

         The time to make the decision is now, before the pup has already got stuck behind the u-bend under the kitchen sink. Have a think about your lifestyle and work out what will be best in the short- and long-term for the family, and, more importantly, the dog. Here is a table of pros and cons to help you decide.

         
            
               

	KENNEL TYPE
            
                        
                        	PROS
            
                        
                        	CONS



	INDOOR PEN
            
                        
                        	Makes toilet training easier
            
                        
                        	Dog must be let out early in the morning when shut in overnight



	 
            
                        
                        	Promotes dog’s relaxation
            
                        
                        	 



	 
            
                        
                        	Easy to keep dog’s belongings tidy
            
                        
                        	Must be kept clean



	 
            
                        
                        	Medium cost
            
                        
                        	Purchase cost



	 
            
                        
                        	Keeps dog out of trouble when not supervised
            
                        
                        	Must not be used as an alternative to proper care and interaction with dog



	 
            
                        
                        	Reduces the amount of space overall taken by dog
            
                        
                        	Dog does still require space, exercise and free movement



	 
            
                        
                        	Dog can be kept out of the way of non-dog-loving guests, and babies
            
                        
                        	Dog must not be left in pen for long periods



	PURPOSE-BUILT EXTERNAL KENNEL
            
                        
                        	Gives dog freedom of movement at all times
            
                        
                        	Security risk25




	 
            
                        
                        	Several dogs can happily share
            
                        
                        	Not ideal for young pups or older dogs



	 
            
                        
                        	Takes pressure off living areas inside the home
            
                        
                        	Requires space in the garden/outbuilding



	 
            
                        
                        	Dog can be left alone for longer periods if necessary
            
                        
                        	Reduces the amount of family time with dog



	 
            
                        
                        	Easy to keep clean
            
                        
                        	Expensive to build and requires heat and light



	DOG BED IN KITCHEN/LOUNGE
            
                        
                        	Cheap
            
                        
                        	Can be very messy



	 
            
                        
                        	Lifestyle attributes – pleasant to see dog sitting in lounge
            
                        
                        	Dog can get under people’s feet



	 
            
                        
                        	Dog less likely to be overlooked
            
                        
                        	Less chance for dog to relax



	 
            
                        
                        	Fun for play, etc.
            
                        
                        	Can rapidly degenerate into chaos



	 
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Makes toilet training more difficult



	 
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Dogs cannot be left alone with babies and very young children






         

         How should pup travel?

         It is little known that it is not legal for dogs to travel unsecured in a car. This means that having the pup or dog travelling casually in the footwell, on the seat or even without a pen in the hatchback area is not allowed. This is for good reason. Road safety videos show how in an accident with fierce braking and/or impact, anything loose in the 26car – human, dog, possessions – turns into a projectile which can cause injuries. And, of course, there is a high risk of injury to the dog as well.

         With cockers, especially young ones, there is another specific reason. Cockers don’t stay still in the car unless they are in a secure pen. Every cocker’s ambition is to lie across your lap, and if you are driving, this is not a good idea. A cocker who starts his journey in the passenger footwell rapidly migrates to the driver’s footwell, causing havoc.

         For his first journey, from the breeder to home, many cocker pups will be sitting on the lap of the passenger. This is fine, but there won’t always be a passenger around, and having a full-grown, muddy, working cocker on your lap isn’t something you want on a regular basis.

         There are dog seat belts available to use on the back seat, but these are more suitable for smaller, pet dogs. The same applies to soft carriers, which some people use with ‘lap-dog’ types. You will also see dog guards, which can be fitted across the back of the hatch compartment. These work well with the larger, more placid, breeds, but rarely keep cockers out of mischief.

         So, in practice, most owners have the cocker travelling in a pen or car crate in the back of the car – usually in the hatchback space or rear of a 4x4. Cockers take well to travelling, so this normally works well.

         The cheapest option is to use the indoor kennel, doubling up as a car crate. Secure it carefully with straps – available from motoring stores and online. However, if your cocker is going to be travelling often, perhaps to work as a gundog or to compete or for training, it is a bit of a faff taking the pen in and out.

         The solution is a semi-permanent, purpose-made dog travelling crate. There are lots of different makes of these available online, and the choice can be bewildering. Some are also quite expensive.

         Look out for a crate that is lightweight so you don’t end up using a lot more fuel. It should be solid and not flimsy. It also needs to provide enough shade for the dog, so all-mesh crates would need a shade-sheet added. Check that the dimensions do fit your car. Sloping crates are available to fit into the smaller hatchbacks.

         Ask around or online for recommendations. The crates last for many years and many generations of cockers. Line the crate with paper and a sheet of dog-bedding. Fit a non-spill water bowl. Make sure there is always sufficient ventilation. You can also put a chew or toy in for the dog, but if two or more dogs are travelling together be 27sure to avoid a fight breaking out over possession of toys.

         If the dog is going to be in the car for a while, remember to keep an eye on him. They are such good travellers that it is surprisingly easy to forget your cocker is in the back! A hot, stuffy car is more of a problem for dogs than for humans as they are not able to cool their body temperature as effectively as us. Dogs can become overheated and dehydrated very rapidly. A solution often used by professional cocker people is a purpose-built, air-conditioned dog trailer towed from the car. This is excellent, but expensive!

         What happens when I collect my puppy?

         When you collect your pup there are various bits of paperwork and checks before you set off for home with him. Remember that all-important docking certificate.

         The Kennel Club registration folder will include not just the pup’s registration details, but also an owner’s registration form for you to send off or complete online. Some owners don’t get round to doing this, which is a shame. Having your pup properly KC-registered is a good security measure as it increases the dog’s traceability in case he is ever stolen.

         Generally, becoming KC-registered opens up a whole world of activities and competitions to your pup. If you want eventually to compete your working cocker in gundog field trials or working tests, your dog must be KC-registered. If you one day realise your cocker is good enough to breed from, you will want to be able to register its pups to keep the cycle going, and this means your dog must be registered in the first place. Especially for top breeders of good pups, it can be very disappointing to see a really lovely pup disappear from view because the new owner hasn’t bothered to register it.

         The pup will already have his KC name, which is chosen by the breeder. Often the breeders will let you have some input into the pup’s registered name, although the breeder’s personal kennel affix will usually be part of it.

         Top breeders will add some of their own paperwork. Usually there will be a copy of your cocker’s pedigree with a satisfyingly large number of famous names and champions in it. You should also be given enough of the pup’s regular food to last him while he settles in at home. Lots of cocker breeders add in a brief information sheet or leaflet.

         You can feel quite loaded up with stuff, so just remember to check 28you have the important documents about registration, docking and vaccinations.

         Here’s a checklist:

         
            
               

	ITEM
            
                        
                        	CHECK ✔





	
1  
            
                        
                        	Docking certificate
            
                        
                        	 



	2
            
                        
                        	Microchip details
            
                        
                        	 



	3
            
                        
                        	Kennel Club registration pack and ownership information
            
                        
                        	 



	4
            
                        
                        	Vaccination certificate if pup has been vaccinated
            
                        
                        	 



	5
            
                        
                        	Date of last worming and name of product used
            
                        
                        	 



	6
            
                        
                        	Breeder’s contact details in case of queries/emergencies
            
                        
                        	 



	7
            
                        
                        	Sufficient supply of puppy’s food for 2–3 days
            
                        
                        	 



	8
            
                        
                        	Any additional information sheet, puppy toys, pup’s blanket, etc. provided by the breeder
            
                        
                        	 







         

         Armed with all this and not forgetting the puppy, it’s time to set off for home. This is when you will discover what a resilient breed working cockers are. Where many pups and dogs find car travel stressful and can get car sick, cockers all seem to love it from day one.

         If you have someone with you, they can have pup on their knee on a towel (in case of accidents). If you are on your own it is perfectly acceptable to put the puppy in the car travel pen for the journey.

         If it is going to be a long journey, make sure there is a small, non-spill water bowl in the back with the pup. Line the travel pen with paper in case of accidents. Make sure to have rear windows or quarter-lights open a crack to allow fresh air to circulate. If it is a hot, sunny day fit a couple of rear window shades. You can buy purpose-made dog travel shades online.

         You may be travelling some way from the breeder, as distance is no object when it comes to finding the right pup! Plan to have a stop on the way home. This is more for you to rest, as your cocker pup will 29be quite happy in his travel pen. Don’t make the mistake of getting pup out for him to have a little run. There is too much risk of the pup getting away from you or getting himself into trouble.

         A service station car park is not a good place to get to know your pup for the first time! Bear in mind also that until his vaccinations are fully in place and effective, your pup does not have immunity from diseases carried by other dogs, so he must stay either in the car or at home until he is given the go-ahead by the vet.
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