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Dracula (TV series)






Dracula is a British-American horror drama television series.[1] The series, a reimagining of Bram Stoker's novel Dracula, was produced by London[image: External link]-based Carnival Films; it aired in the United States on NBC and in the United Kingdom on Sky Living. It was created by Cole Haddon,[2] while Daniel Knauf served as showrunner and head writer.[3]

The series was given a straight-to-series commitment of ten episodes.[2][4] It was canceled after one season.[5]



TOP
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 Premise




The series introduces Dracula as he arrives in London, posing as an American entrepreneur who maintains that he wants to bring modern science to Victorian society. In reality, he hopes to wreak revenge on the people who ruined his life centuries earlier. However, his plan is complicated when he falls in love with a woman who seems to be a reincarnation of his dead wife.[6]
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 Cast and characters
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 Main cast





	
Jonathan Rhys Meyers as Dracula / Alexander Grayson / Vlad Tepes[2]


	
Jessica De Gouw as Mina Murray / Ilona,[7] a medical student and the reincarnation of Dracula's long-dead wife.

	
Thomas Kretschmann[image: External link] as Abraham Van Helsing,[8] Mina's lecturer at university. Kretschmann previously played Dracula in the 2012 Italian horror film, Dracula 3D.

	
Victoria Smurfit as Lady Jayne Wetherby, a fashionable huntswoman who is immediately enticed by the King of Vampires.[9]


	
Oliver Jackson-Cohen as Jonathan Harker, a gauche journalist who's desperate to climb the ranks of aristocracy.[10][11]


	
Nonso Anozie[image: External link] as R.M. Renfield, Dracula's loyal confidant and keeper of secrets.[12]


	
Katie McGrath as Lucy Westenra[12] a rich society girl who harbors secret romantic feelings for Mina, her best friend.[13]
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 Recurring cast





	
Ben Miles as Browning, the leader of the Order of the Dragon.

	
Robert Bathurst as Lord Thomas Davenport

	Miklós Bányai as Szabo, Harker's friend and former co-worker at the newspaper.

	Phil McKee as Joseph Kowalski, Grayson's head technician.

	
Anthony Calf[image: External link] as Dr. William Murray, Mina's father and the director of Bethlem Royal Hospital.

	
Jemma Redgrave as Minerva Westenra, Lucy's mother.

	
Tamer Hassan as Kaha Ruma aka "The Moroccan".[14]
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 Production




The series was shot in Budapest[image: External link].[9][15] Prior to the series premiere, NBC released an animated web companion entitled Dracula Rising, which serves as a prequel that depicts the origin story of the titular character.[16]
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 Season 1 (2013-14)
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 Episodes






	No.
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	"The Blood Is the Life"
	Steve Shill[image: External link]
	Cole Haddon
	October 25, 2013
	5.26[17]



	Enter the arrival of Alexander Grayson to England with his lavish party. He spots Mina, a woman who strongly resembles his dead wife Ilona, from across the room with her friends Jonathan Harker and Lucy Westenra. He also meets Lady Jayne Wetherby as well as his victims, members of the Order of the Dragon.



	2
	"A Whiff of Sulfur"
	Steve Shill
	Daniel Knauf
	November 1, 2013
	3.39[18]



	Grayson and Lady Jayne become lovers, despite his suspicions about her being involved with the Order of the Dragon. Mina asks for Grayson's help with a challenge at medical school which leads to a much desired success; Van Helsing continues his work on a solar vaccine for Dracula as Harker enters a bargain with the devil.



	3
	"Goblin Merchant Men"
	Andy Goddard
	Harley Peyton
	November 8, 2013
	2.96[19]



	With Harker's help, Grayson begins to dismantle the Order of the Dragon from within by attacking its members one by one. He unmasks and threatens to exploit Lord Laurent's secret to his own advantage. This ultimately leads the Order to take drastic measures to reprimand members who break their rules. As a result of a chain of events resulting from Grayson's blackmail of Lord Laurent, he, in turn, earns a powerful enemy within the Order of the Dragon — Lord Davenport. Renfield proves to be a sophisticated and skillful tactician in business matters on behalf of his employer. Grayson investigates Lady Jayne and finds brutal proof regarding her secret life within the Order — now he realizes he must change his tactics with her. Lucy tries to help Mina who is depressed over the current sad state of her relationship with Jonathan. Mina confides in Grayson about her troubles and Grayson offers Jonathan advice to help fix the situation. Jonathan and Mina reconcile and become engaged to be married — all according to Grayson's plan to continue to keep Mina close, but not too close.



	4
	"From Darkness to Light"
	Andy Goddard
	Tom Grieves
	November 15, 2013
	2.99[20]



	Grayson sets out to win Lady Jayne's heart and utmost trust in order to keep her and the Order of the Dragon from suspecting him to be the ancient vampire they're looking for. To this end, he sacrifices an old but loyal acquaintance who, according to the sage advice of Renfield, demonstrates too much brutish, uncontrolled behavior — thus, proving himself to be too much of a "wild card" to include in Grayson's strategically subtle plans for the Order (and possibly himself, with Mina). Harker looks into General Shaw, at Grayson's request, while Lord Davenport seeks out the help of an "expert" to destroy Grayson for indirectly causing the death of his son. Lord Davenport, without the sanction of the Order, aids in the kidnapping (and soon-to-be torture) of Renfield, Grayson's close associate, confidant & up-and-coming right hand man. Meanwhile, Lucy hides her broken heart over Mina by throwing herself into the planning for Mina and Harker's lavish engagement party — hosted entirely by Grayson.



	5
	"The Devil's Waltz"
	Nick Murphy
	Nicole Taylor
	November 29, 2013
	2.84[21]



	Mina dreams of Grayson in her bedroom telling her that Harker was not the right man for her. As they start to get intimate, Lucy walks into her room and Mina awakens abruptly from her dream. Van Helsing was able to make an initially successful attempt of the solar serum which was tried on a woman vampire after he and Grayson shocked her heart back to beating again — although she burst into flames after a few minutes' exposure to sunlight. Grayson reminisces about first meeting Renfield in America, while worriedly awaiting word from Harker who makes inquiry about Renfield's disappearance. Using the 'scent' of Renfield's pocket book which Harker found outside the building where Renfield was seen beaten and abducted into a carriage, Grayson was able to find and rescue him once night falls. Renfield admirably withstands grotesque torture techniques without uttering a single word of betrayal and then suddenly Grayson arrives to quickly and mercilessly exact bloody revenge against Renfield's torturers. During Mina and Harker's engagement party, Grayson was introduced to some of the elite gents of the Order of the Dragon and after shaking hands with them, he sniffs his hand in order to discover the man responsible for Renfield's kidnapping. Mina introduces Grayson to her mentor, Dr. Van Helsing, and the two men act as though they never met. Lucy observes Lady Jayne searching for someone and correctly concludes she's looking for Grayson and that they are lovers. Later on, Lady Jayne catches Lucy looking at Mina lovingly and deduces she is in love with her. As a thank you to Grayson for the engagement party, Harker gifts him the first dance with Mina. Both Grayson and Mina are visibly shaken by this. While dancing, Mina and Grayson inadvertently have a long 'moment' as they seem to only have eyes for each other -- Lady Jayne, Harker and Lucy each then become aware that there is an intense attraction between them and Harker promptly interrupts their dance. Browning discusses with Lady Jayne the possibility of Grayson being the old one they are seeking as his entrance into London society coincides with Dracula's appearance. Lady Jayne dismisses this and Browning informs her that she is not the first woman to be blinded by lust but she will be the first vampire hunter to do so. Grayson gently tends to Renfield's head wounds and we continue to learn how the two became fiercely loyal to one another.



	6
	"Of Monsters and Men"
	Nick Murphy
	Katie Lovejoy
	December 6, 2013
	3.83[22]



	Browning decides to host a board meeting in the sunlight in an effort to expose Grayson. Grayson and Van Helsing acquire a vital component for the wireless electricity technology and his sunlight drug. Lucy expresses her true feelings towards Mina and professes her love. Mina becomes very upset and tells Lucy to leave her. Mina and Harker make up and have sex.



	7
	"Servant to Two Masters"
	Brian Kelly
	Rebecca Kirsch
	January 3, 2014
	2.90[23]



	Grayson is so intoxicated by his invulnerability to sunlight that he doesn't indulge in blood. He foolishly deludes himself into thinking that avoiding his cravings for blood plus the serum is beginning to make him human again. He slowly grows sick which others notice. Renfield is sent to Budapest for a painting of Ilona which is stolen by the Order of the Dragon. Lord Davenport, having stolen and viewed the painting, then learns Mina Murray is the object of Grayson's desire. Lady Jayne continues her manipulation of Lucy and thereby the indirect assault on Mina, Grayson's true object of affection. She teaches Lucy the art of seduction and suggests she try to entice Harker so as to set Mina free for a relationship with Lucy. Harker realizes he was manipulated by Grayson and is introduced to the Order of the Dragon. The Order employs a policeman to poison the milk offered by Grayson Energies as Grayson is ready to present his technology to the public. This causes the people who drink it to become very ill. The same policeman then proceeds to force Grayson's business to be shut down by associating the "mysterious" illness with the demonstration's machinery. In retaliation, Grayson then proceeds to drain the policeman when everyone is gone. Meanwhile, Mina throws a dance at the hospital that Harker missed but she danced with Grayson which is noticed by her father. Angered that Van Helsing's serum has not "cured" him of the Order's curse upon him (something Van Helsing never promised), Grayson threatens to kill him.



	8
	"Come to Die"
	Brian Kelly
	Harley Peyton
	January 10, 2014
	2.47[24]



	Van Helsing has a falling out with Grayson, after Grayson learned he would still crave blood despite taking the serum, and seeks payback against Mr. Browning and his family. Mina tries to avoid Grayson and focus on her schooling, but ends up being attacked by Lord Davenport's men, an act Harker vows to avenge. After the attack, Mina ends up in a hospital. Harker confronts Mina about her feelings towards Grayson. After seeing Mina's portrait that Grayson wanted to attain, Harker becomes mad with jealousy and sleeps with Lucy. Lady Jayne learns that Dracula has returned to London after seeing the three men who attacked Mina impaled on public gates.



	9
	"Four Roses"
	Tim Fywell
	Story by : Jesse Peyronel

Teleplay by : Daniel Knauf
	January 17, 2014
	2.78[25]



	Grayson goes to war with the Order of the Dragon just as Harker becomes a member of the group. Lucy reveals a secret that damages her friendship with Mina, as she recovers from her attack. Mr. Browning desperately searches for his children. Lady Jayne prepares to hunt the ultimate vampire, Dracula. Grayson turns Lucy into the monster he believes she is.



	10
	"Let There Be Light"
	Tim Fywell
	Cole Haddon
	January 24, 2014
	3.04[26]



	A public demonstration of Grayson's technology is sabotaged with it exploding and killing most if not all of the people there. It was sabotaged by Harker and now Grayson knows that he is the enemy and part of the Order of the Dragon. Mina is afraid of new Harker so she runs away from him. Van Helsing destroys the process that enables Grayson to walk in the light and escapes, stabbing Renfield and sends a ransom note for £50000 together with a child's finger to Browning's distraught wife luring Browning with the ransom to his children. There, Browning is shot before Van Helsing shows him that his children have become vampires through Dracula's blood. He then allows the children to eat Browning and before setting the place on fire. Lady Jayne employs a seer with a relic containing the blood of Christ to locate vampires that leads her, armed with a holy papal dagger, to a final confrontation with Grayson. She stabs Grayson and tells him that she never loved him before he throws her on the ground impaling her and watches her die, though not before feeding on her. Meanwhile, Lucy fully changes into a vampire and bites her mother. Mina discovers the secret of Grayson's love before having sex with him. Van Helsing decides to hunt down Dracula now that he had his revenge and tells Harker that Grayson is Dracula. Van Helsing employs Harker to fight and destroy Dracula.
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Group
	Award
	Result
	Notes



	2014
	American Society of Cinematographers
	Outstanding Achievement in Cinematography in One-Hour Episodic Television Series
	Nominated
	Dracula



	2014
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite New TV Drama
	Nominated
	Dracula



	2014
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Actor in a New TV Series - Jonathan Rhys Meyers
	Nominated
	Dracula
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Drama






"Dramas" and "dramatics" redirect here. For other uses, see Drama (disambiguation)[image: External link].

See also: Drama (film and television)[image: External link]


Drama is the specific mode[image: External link] of fiction[image: External link] represented[image: External link] in performance[image: External link].[1] The term comes from a Greek[image: External link] word meaning " action[image: External link]" (Classical Greek[image: External link]: δρᾶμα, drama), which is derived from "I do" (Classical Greek[image: External link]: δράω, drao). The two masks associated with drama represent the traditional generic[image: External link] division between comedy[image: External link] and tragedy[image: External link]. They are symbols of the ancient Greek[image: External link] Muses[image: External link], Thalia[image: External link], and Melpomene[image: External link]. Thalia was the Muse of comedy (the laughing face), while Melpomene was the Muse of tragedy (the weeping face). Considered as a genre of poetry[image: External link] in general, the dramatic mode has been contrasted with the epic[image: External link] and the lyrical[image: External link] modes ever since Aristotle[image: External link]'s Poetics[image: External link] (c. 335 BCE)—the earliest work of dramatic theory[image: External link].[2]

In English (as was the analogous case in many other European languages), the word " play[image: External link]" or "game" (translating the Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] plèga or Latin[image: External link] ludus) was the standard term used to describe drama until William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s time—just as its creator was a "play-maker" rather than a "dramatist" and the building was a "play-house" rather than a " theatre[image: External link]."[3] The use of "drama" in a more narrow sense to designate a specific type of play[image: External link] dates from the modern era. "Drama" in this sense refers to a play that is neither a comedy nor a tragedy—for example, Zola's[image: External link] Thérèse Raquin[image: External link] ( 1873[image: External link]) or Chekhov's[image: External link] Ivanov[image: External link] ( 1887[image: External link]). It is this narrower sense that the film[image: External link] and television[image: External link] industries, along with film studies[image: External link], adopted to describe " drama[image: External link]" as a genre[image: External link] within their respective media. "Radio drama[image: External link]" has been used in both senses—originally transmitted in a live performance, it has also been used to describe the more high-brow and serious end of the dramatic output of radio[image: External link].[4]

The enactment of drama in theatre[image: External link], performed by actors[image: External link] on a stage[image: External link] before an audience[image: External link], presupposes collaborative[image: External link] modes of production and a collective[image: External link] form of reception. The structure of dramatic texts[image: External link], unlike other forms of literature[image: External link], is directly influenced by this collaborative production and collective reception.[5] The early modern[image: External link] tragedy[image: External link] Hamlet[image: External link] ( 1601[image: External link]) by Shakespeare and the classical Athenian[image: External link] tragedy Oedipus Rex[image: External link] (c. 429 BCE) by Sophocles[image: External link] are among the masterpieces of the art of drama.[6] A modern example is Long Day's Journey into Night[image: External link] by Eugene O’Neill[image: External link] (1956).[7]

Drama is often combined with music[image: External link] and dance[image: External link]: the drama in opera[image: External link] is generally sung throughout; musicals[image: External link] generally include both spoken dialogue[image: External link] and songs[image: External link]; and some forms of drama have incidental music[image: External link] or musical accompaniment underscoring the dialogue ( melodrama[image: External link] and Japanese Nō[image: External link], for example).[8] Closet drama[image: External link] describes a form that is intended to be read, rather than performed.[9] In improvisation[image: External link], the drama does not pre-exist the moment of performance; performers devise a dramatic script spontaneously before an audience.[10]
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Main article: Theatre of ancient Greece[image: External link]


Western[image: External link] drama originates in classical Greece[image: External link].[11] The theatrical culture[image: External link] of the city-state[image: External link] of Athens[image: External link] produced three genres[image: External link] of drama: tragedy[image: External link], comedy[image: External link], and the satyr play[image: External link]. Their origins remain obscure, though by the 5th century BCE they were institutionalised[image: External link] in competitions[image: External link] held as part of festivities[image: External link] celebrating the god Dionysus[image: External link].[12] Historians know the names of many ancient Greek dramatists, not least Thespis[image: External link], who is credited with the innovation of an actor ("hypokrites") who speaks (rather than sings) and impersonates a character[image: External link] (rather than speaking in his own person), while interacting with the chorus[image: External link] and its leader (" coryphaeus[image: External link]"), who were a traditional part of the performance of non-dramatic poetry ( dithyrambic[image: External link], lyric[image: External link] and epic[image: External link]).[13]

Only a small fraction of the work of five dramatists, however, has survived to this day: we have a small number of complete texts by the tragedians Aeschylus[image: External link], Sophocles[image: External link] and Euripides[image: External link], and the comic writers Aristophanes[image: External link] and, from the late 4th century, Menander[image: External link].[14] Aeschylus' historical tragedy The Persians[image: External link] is the oldest surviving drama, although when it won first prize at the City Dionysia[image: External link] competition in 472 BCE, he had been writing plays for more than 25 years.[15] The competition (" agon[image: External link]") for tragedies may have begun as early as 534 BCE; official records ("didaskaliai") begin from 501 BCE when the satyr play[image: External link] was introduced.[16] Tragic dramatists were required to present a tetralogy[image: External link] of plays (though the individual works were not necessarily connected by story or theme), which usually consisted of three tragedies and one satyr play (though exceptions were made, as with Euripides' Alcestis[image: External link] in 438 BCE). Comedy[image: External link] was officially recognized with a prize in the competition from 487 to 486 BCE.

Five comic dramatists competed at the City Dionysia[image: External link] (though during the Peloponnesian War[image: External link] this may have been reduced to three), each offering a single comedy.[17] Ancient Greek comedy[image: External link] is traditionally divided between "old comedy" (5th century BCE), "middle comedy" (4th century BCE) and "new comedy" (late 4th century to 2nd BCE).[18]
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Main article: Theatre of ancient Rome[image: External link]


Following the expansion of the Roman Republic[image: External link] (509–27 BCE) into several Greek territories between 270–240 BCE, Rome encountered Greek drama[image: External link].[19] From the later years of the republic and by means of the Roman Empire[image: External link] (27 BCE-476 CE), theatre spread west across Europe, around the Mediterranean and reached England; Roman theatre[image: External link] was more varied, extensive and sophisticated than that of any culture before it.[20]

While Greek drama continued to be performed throughout the Roman period, the year 240 BCE marks the beginning of regular Roman drama[image: External link].[21] From the beginning of the empire, however, interest in full-length drama declined in favour of a broader variety of theatrical entertainments.[22] The first important works of Roman literature[image: External link] were the tragedies[image: External link] and comedies[image: External link] that Livius Andronicus[image: External link] wrote from 240 BCE.[23] Five years later, Gnaeus Naevius[image: External link] also began to write drama.[23] No plays from either writer have survived. While both dramatists composed in both genres[image: External link], Andronicus was most appreciated for his tragedies and Naevius for his comedies; their successors tended to specialise in one or the other, which led to a separation of the subsequent development of each type of drama.[23]

By the beginning of the 2nd century BCE, drama was firmly established in Rome and a guild[image: External link] of writers (collegium poetarum) had been formed.[24] The Roman comedies that have survived are all fabula palliata[image: External link] (comedies based on Greek subjects) and come from two dramatists: Titus Maccius Plautus[image: External link] (Plautus) and Publius Terentius Afer[image: External link] (Terence).[25] In re-working the Greek originals, the Roman comic dramatists abolished the role of the chorus[image: External link] in dividing the drama into episodes[image: External link] and introduced musical accompaniment to its dialogue[image: External link] (between one-third of the dialogue in the comedies of Plautus and two-thirds in those of Terence).[26] The action of all scenes is set in the exterior location of a street and its complications often follow from eavesdropping[image: External link].[26]

Plautus, the more popular of the two, wrote between 205 and 184 BCE and twenty of his comedies survive, of which his farces[image: External link] are best known; he was admired for the wit[image: External link] of his dialogue and his use of a variety of poetic meters[image: External link].[27] All of the six comedies that Terence wrote between 166 and 160 BCE have survived; the complexity of his plots, in which he often combined several Greek originals, was sometimes denounced, but his double-plots enabled a sophisticated presentation of contrasting human behaviour.[27] No early Roman tragedy survives, though it was highly regarded in its day; historians know of three early tragedians—Quintus Ennius[image: External link], Marcus Pacuvius[image: External link], and Lucius Accius[image: External link].[26]

From the time of the empire, the work of two tragedians survives—one is an unknown author, while the other is the Stoic philosopher[image: External link] Seneca[image: External link].[28] Nine of Seneca's tragedies survive, all of which are fabula crepidata (tragedies adapted from Greek originals); his Phaedra[image: External link], for example, was based on Euripides[image: External link]' Hippolytus[image: External link].[29] Historians do not know who wrote the only extant[image: External link] example of the fabula praetexta (tragedies based on Roman subjects), Octavia[image: External link], but in former times it was mistakenly attributed to Seneca due to his appearance as a character[image: External link] in the tragedy.[28]
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Main article: Medieval theatre[image: External link]


Beginning in the early Middle Ages[image: External link], churches staged dramatised versions of biblical events, known as liturgical dramas[image: External link], to enliven annual celebrations.[30] The earliest example is the Easter[image: External link] trope Whom do you Seek? (Quem-Quaeritis) (c. 925).[31] Two groups would sing responsively in Latin[image: External link], though no impersonation of characters[image: External link] was involved. By the 11th century, it had spread through Europe to Russia[image: External link], Scandinavia[image: External link], and Italy[image: External link]; only Muslim-occupied Spain[image: External link] was excluded.

In the 10th century, Hrosvitha[image: External link] wrote six plays in Latin modeled on Terence[image: External link]'s comedies, but which treated religious subjects.[32] Her plays are the first known to be composed by a female dramatist and the first identifiable Western drama of the post-Classical era.[32] Later, Hildegard of Bingen[image: External link] wrote a musical[image: External link] drama, Ordo Virtutum (c. 1155).[32]

One of the most famous of the early secular[image: External link] plays is the courtly pastoral[image: External link] Robin and Marion[image: External link], written in the 13th century in French by Adam de la Halle[image: External link].[33] The Interlude of the Student and the Girl[image: External link] (c. 1300), one of the earliest known in English, seems to be the closest in tone and form to the contemporaneous French farces[image: External link], such as The Boy and the Blind Man[image: External link].[34]

A large number of plays survive from France[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link] in the late Middle Ages[image: External link], when some type of religious drama was performed in nearly every European country. Many of these plays contained comedy[image: External link], devils[image: External link], villains[image: External link], and clowns[image: External link].[35] In England, trade guilds began to perform vernacular[image: External link] "mystery plays[image: External link]," which were composed of long cycles of a large number of playlets or "pageants," of which four are extant[image: External link]: York[image: External link] (48 plays), Chester[image: External link] (24), Wakefield[image: External link] (32) and the so-called " N-Town[image: External link]" (42). The Second Shepherds' Play[image: External link] from the Wakefield cycle is a farcical story of a stolen sheep that its protagonist[image: External link], Mak, tries to pass off as his new-born child asleep in a crib; it ends when the shepherds from whom he has stolen are summoned to the Nativity of Jesus[image: External link].[36]

Morality plays[image: External link] (a modern term) emerged as a distinct dramatic form around 1400 and flourished in the early Elizabethan era[image: External link] in England. Characters were often used to represent different ethical ideals. Everyman[image: External link], for example, includes such figures as Good Deeds, Knowledge and Strength, and this characterisation reinforces the conflict between good and evil for the audience. The Castle of Perseverance[image: External link] (c. 1400—1425) depicts an archetypal figure's progress from birth through to death. Horestes[image: External link] (c. 1567), a late "hybrid morality" and one of the earliest examples of an English revenge play[image: External link], brings together the classical story of Orestes[image: External link] with a Vice[image: External link] from the medieval allegorical[image: External link] tradition, alternating comic, slapstick[image: External link] scenes with serious, tragic[image: External link] ones.[37] Also important in this period were the folk dramas of the Mummers Play[image: External link], performed during the Christmas[image: External link] season. Court masques[image: External link] were particularly popular during the reign of Henry VIII[image: External link].[38]
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Main article: English Renaissance theatre[image: External link]


One of the great flowerings of drama in England[image: External link] occurred in the 16th and 17th centuries. Many of these plays were written in verse, particularly iambic pentameter[image: External link]. In addition to Shakespeare, such authors as Christopher Marlowe[image: External link], Thomas Middleton[image: External link], and Ben Jonson[image: External link] were prominent playwrights during this period. As in the medieval period[image: External link], historical plays celebrated the lives of past kings, enhancing the image of the Tudor[image: External link] monarchy. Authors of this period drew some of their storylines from Greek mythology[image: External link] and Roman mythology[image: External link] or from the plays of eminent Roman playwrights such as Plautus[image: External link] and Terence[image: External link].
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Main article: Restoration comedy[image: External link]


Restoration comedy[image: External link] refers to English comedies written and performed in England during the Restoration[image: External link] period from 1660 to 1710. Comedy of manners[image: External link] is used as a synonym of Restoration comedy.[39] After public theatre had been banned[image: External link] by the Puritan[image: External link] regime, the re-opening of the theatres in 1660 with the Restoration of Charles II[image: External link] signalled a renaissance of English drama[image: External link].[40] Restoration comedy is known for its sexual[image: External link] explicitness, urbane, cosmopolitan wit[image: External link], up-to-the-minute topical writing, and crowded and bustling plots. Its dramatists stole freely from the contemporary French and Spanish stage, from English Jacobean[image: External link] and Caroline[image: External link] plays, and even from Greek[image: External link] and Roman[image: External link] classical[image: External link] comedies, combining the various plotlines in adventurous ways. Resulting differences of tone in a single play were appreciated rather than frowned on, as the audience prized "variety" within as well as between plays. Restoration comedy peaked twice. The genre came to spectacular maturity in the mid-1670s with an extravaganza of aristocratic[image: External link] comedies. Twenty lean years followed this short golden age, although the achievement of the first professional female playwright, Aphra Behn[image: External link], in the 1680s is an important exception. In the mid-1690s, a brief second Restoration comedy renaissance arose, aimed at a wider audience. The comedies of the golden 1670s and 1690s peak times are significantly different from each other.

The unsentimental or "hard" comedies of John Dryden[image: External link], William Wycherley[image: External link], and George Etherege[image: External link] reflected the atmosphere at Court and celebrated with frankness an aristocratic macho[image: External link] lifestyle of unremitting sexual intrigue and conquest. The Earl of Rochester[image: External link], real-life Restoration rake, courtier and poet, is flatteringly portrayed in Etherege's The Man of Mode[image: External link] (1676) as a riotous, witty, intellectual, and sexually irresistible aristocrat, a template for posterity's idea of the glamorous Restoration rake[image: External link] (actually never a very common character in Restoration comedy). The single play that does most to support the charge of obscenity[image: External link] levelled then and now at Restoration comedy is probably Wycherley's masterpiece The Country Wife[image: External link] (1675), whose title contains a lewd[image: External link] pun[image: External link] and whose notorious "china scene" is a series of sustained double entendres[image: External link].[41]

During the second wave of Restoration comedy in the 1690s, the "softer" comedies of William Congreve[image: External link] and John Vanbrugh[image: External link] set out to appeal to more socially diverse audience with a strong middle-class element, as well as to female spectators. The comic focus shifts from young lovers outwitting the older generation to the vicissitudes of marital relations. In Congreve's Love for Love[image: External link] (1695) and The Way of the World[image: External link] (1700), the give-and-take set pieces of couples testing their attraction for one another have mutated into witty prenuptial debates on the eve of marriage, as in the latter's famous "Proviso" scene. Vanbrugh's The Provoked Wife[image: External link] (1697) has a light touch and more humanly recognisable characters, while The Relapse[image: External link] (1696) has been admired for its throwaway wit and the characterisation of Lord Foppington, an extravagant and affected burlesque[image: External link] fop[image: External link] with a dark side.[42] The tolerance for Restoration comedy even in its modified form was running out by the end of the 17th century, as public opinion turned to respectability and seriousness even faster than the playwrights did.[43] At the much-anticipated all-star première in 1700 of The Way of the World, Congreve's first comedy for five years, the audience showed only moderate enthusiasm for that subtle and almost melancholy work. The comedy of sex and wit was about to be replaced by sentimental comedy[image: External link] and the drama of exemplary morality.
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The pivotal and innovative contributions of the 19th-century[image: External link] Norwegian dramatist Henrik Ibsen[image: External link] and the 20th-century[image: External link] German theatre practitioner[image: External link] Bertolt Brecht[image: External link] dominate modern drama; each inspired a tradition of imitators, which include many of the greatest playwrights of the modern era.[44] The works of both playwrights are, in their different ways, both modernist[image: External link] and realist[image: External link], incorporating formal experimentation[image: External link], meta-theatricality[image: External link], and social critique[image: External link].[45] In terms of the traditional theoretical discourse of genre, Ibsen's work has been described as the culmination of "liberal tragedy[image: External link]", while Brecht's has been aligned with an historicised[image: External link] comedy.[46]

Other important playwrights of the modern era include Antonin Artaud, August Strindberg[image: External link], Anton Chekhov[image: External link], Frank Wedekind[image: External link], Maurice Maeterlinck[image: External link], Federico García Lorca[image: External link], Eugene O'Neill[image: External link], Luigi Pirandello[image: External link], George Bernard Shaw[image: External link], Ernst Toller[image: External link], Vladimir Mayakovsky[image: External link], Arthur Miller[image: External link], Tennessee Williams[image: External link], Jean Genet[image: External link], Eugène Ionesco[image: External link], Samuel Beckett[image: External link], Harold Pinter[image: External link], Friedrich Dürrenmatt[image: External link], Dario Fo[image: External link], Heiner Müller[image: External link], and Caryl Churchill[image: External link].
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Main article: Theatre in India[image: External link]


The earliest form of Indian[image: External link] drama was the Sanskrit drama[image: External link].[47] Between the 1st century CE and the 10th was a period of relative peace in the history of India[image: External link] during which hundreds of modern plays were written.[48] With the Islamic conquests[image: External link] that began in the 10th and 11th centuries, theatre was discouraged or forbidden entirely.[49] Later, in an attempt to re-assert indigenous values and ideas, village theatre was encouraged across the subcontinent, developing in a large number of regional languages from the 15th to the 19th centuries.[50] Modern Indian theatre developed during the period of colonial rule[image: External link] under the British Empire[image: External link], from the mid-19th century until the mid-20th.[51]
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Main article: Sanskrit drama[image: External link]


The earliest-surviving fragments of Sanskrit drama[image: External link] date from the 1st century CE.[52] The wealth of archeological evidence from earlier periods offers no indication of the existence of a tradition of theatre.[53] The ancient Vedas[image: External link] ( hymns[image: External link] from between 1500 and 1000 BCE that are among the earliest examples of literature[image: External link] in the world) contain no hint of it (although a small number are composed in a form of dialogue[image: External link]) and the rituals[image: External link] of the Vedic period[image: External link] do not appear to have developed into theatre.[53] The Mahābhāṣya[image: External link] by Patañjali[image: External link] contains the earliest reference to what may have been the seeds of Sanskrit drama.[54] This treatise on grammar[image: External link] from 140 BCE provides a feasible date for the beginnings of theatre in India[image: External link].[54]

The major source of evidence for Sanskrit theatre is A Treatise on Theatre[image: External link] (Nātyaśāstra), a compendium whose date of composition is uncertain (estimates range from 200 BCE to 200 CE) and whose authorship is attributed to Bharata Muni[image: External link]. The Treatise is the most complete work of dramaturgy in the ancient world. It addresses acting[image: External link], dance[image: External link], music[image: External link], dramatic construction[image: External link], architecture, costuming[image: External link], make-up[image: External link], props[image: External link], the organisation of companies, the audience, competitions, and offers a mythological[image: External link] account of the origin of theatre.[54]

Its drama is regarded as the highest achievement of Sanskrit literature[image: External link].[55] It utilised stock characters[image: External link], such as the hero (nayaka), heroine (nayika), or clown (vidusaka). Actors may have specialised in a particular type. It was patronized by the kings as well as village assemblies. Famous early playwrights include Bhasa[image: External link], Kalidasa[image: External link] (famous for Vikrama and Urvashi[image: External link], Malavika and Agnimitra[image: External link], and The Recognition of Shakuntala[image: External link]), Śudraka[image: External link] (famous for The Little Clay Cart[image: External link]), Asvaghosa[image: External link], Daṇḍin[image: External link], and Emperor Harsha[image: External link] (famous for Nagananda[image: External link], Ratnavali[image: External link], and Priyadarsika[image: External link]). Śakuntalā[image: External link] (in English translation) influenced Goethe's[image: External link] Faust[image: External link] (1808–1832).[55]
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Rabindranath Tagore was a pioneering modern playwright who wrote plays noted for their exploration and questioning of nationalism, identity, spiritualism and material greed.[56] His plays are written in Bengali[image: External link] and include Chitra (Chitrangada, 1892), The King of the Dark Chamber (Raja, 1910), The Post Office[image: External link] (Dakghar, 1913), and Red Oleander (Raktakarabi, 1924).[56] Girish Karnad is a noted playwright, who has written a number of plays that use history and mythology, to critique and problematize ideas and ideals that are of contemporary relevance. Karnad's numerous plays such as Tughlaq, Hayavadana, Taledanda[image: External link], and Naga-Mandala are significant contributions to Indian drama. Vijay Tendulkar[image: External link] and Mahesh Dattani[image: External link] are amongst the major Indian playwrights of the 20th century. Mohan Rakesh in Hindi and Danish Iqbal in Urdu are considered architects of new age Drama. Mohan Rakesh's Aadhe Adhoore and Danish Iqbal's 'Dara Shikoh' are considered modern classics.
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Urdu Drama evolved from the prevailing dramatic traditions of North India shaping Rahas or Raas as practiced by exponents like Nawab Wajid Ali Shah[image: External link] of Awadh[image: External link]. His dramatic experiments led to the famous Inder Sabha[image: External link] of Amanat[image: External link] and later this tradition took the shape of Parsi Theatre. Agha Hashr Kashmiri is the culmination of this tradition.

In some way or other, Urdu theatre tradition has greatly influenced modern Indian theatre[image: External link]. Among all the languages Urdu[image: External link] (which was called Hindi[image: External link] by early writers), along with Gujrati[image: External link], Marathi[image: External link], and Bengali[image: External link] theatres have kept flourishing and demand for its writers and artists has not subsided by the drama aficionados. For Urdu drama, no place is better than Bombay Film industry otherwise known as Hindi film industry[image: External link]. All the early gems of Urdu Theatre (performed by Parsi Companies) were made into films. Urdu Dramatic tradition has been a spectator’s delight since 100 years and counting.

Drama as a theme is made up of several elements. It focuses on life and different aspects of it. The thing to be noticed here is that drama on stage imitates drama in life. It has been said that there has always been a mutual relationship between theatre and real life. Great historical personalities like Shakespeare have influenced Modern Urdu tradition to a large extent when Indian, Iranian, Turkish stories and folk was adapted for stage with heavy doses of Urdu poetry[image: External link]. In modern times writers like Imtiaz Ali Taj[image: External link], Rafi Peer, Krishan Chander[image: External link], Manto[image: External link], Upender Nath Ashk, Ghulam Rabbani, Prof. Mujeeb and many others shaped this tradition.

While Prof Hasan, Ghulam Jeelani, J.N,Kaushal, Shameem Hanfi, Jameel Shaidayi, etc. belong to the old generation, contemporary writers like Danish Iqbal, Sayeed Alam, Shahid Anwar, Iqbal Niyazi, and Anwar are a few postmodern[image: External link] playwrights actively contributing in the field of Urdu Drama.

Sayeed Alam is known for his wit and humour and more particularly for Plays like 'Ghalib in New Delhi', 'Big B' and many other gems which are regularly staged for massive turn out of theatre lovers. Maulana Azad is his magnum opus both for its content and style.

Danish Iqbal's play about 'Dara Shikoh[image: External link]' directed by M. S. Sathyu[image: External link] is considered a modern classic for the use of newer theatre techniques and contemporary perspective. His other plays are ' Sahir[image: External link]' on the famous lyricist and revolutionary poet. 'Kuchh Ishq kiya Kuchh Kaam' is another play written by Danish which is basically a Celebration of the Faiz[image: External link]'s poetry, featuring events from the early part of his life, particularly the events and incidents of pre-partition days which shaped his life and ideals. 'Chand Roz Aur Meri Jaan' – another play inspired from Faiz's letters written from various jails during the Rawalpindi Conspiracy[image: External link] days. He has written 14 other plays including 'Dilli Jo Ek Shehr Thaa' and 'Main Gaya Waqt Nahin hoon'. Shahid's 'Three B' is also a significant play. He has been associated with many groups like 'Natwa' and others. Zaheer Anwar has kept the flag of Urdu theatre flying in Kolkata[image: External link]. Unlike the writers of previous generation Sayeed, Shahid, Danish Iqbal and Zaheer do not write bookish plays but their work is a product of vigorous performing tradition. Iqbal Niyazi of Mumbai[image: External link] has written several plays in Urdu, his play "AUR KITNE JALYANWALA BAUGH?" won a National award other awards. Hence this is the only generation after Amanat and Agha Hashr who actually write for stage and not for libraries.
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Main article: Theatre of China[image: External link]


Chinese theatre has a long and complex history. Today it is often called Chinese opera[image: External link] although this normally refers specifically to the popular form known as Beijing opera[image: External link] and Kunqu[image: External link]; there have been many other forms of theatre in China, such as zaju[image: External link].
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Main article: Theatre of Japan[image: External link]


Japanese Nō drama[image: External link] is a serious dramatic form that combines drama, music, and dance into a complete aesthetic performance experience. It developed in the 14th and 15th centuries and has its own musical instruments and performance techniques, which were often handed down from father to son. The performers were generally male (for both male and female roles), although female amateurs also perform Nō dramas. Nō drama was supported by the government, and particularly the military, with many military commanders having their own troupes and sometimes performing themselves. It is still performed in Japan today.[57]

Kyōgen[image: External link] is the comic counterpart to Nō drama. It concentrates more on dialogue and less on music, although Nō instrumentalists sometimes appear also in Kyōgen. Kabuki[image: External link] drama, developed from the 17th century, is another comic form, which includes dance.
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Western opera[image: External link] is a dramatic art form that arose during the Renaissance[image: External link] in an attempt to revive the classical Greek drama[image: External link] in which dialogue, dance, and song were combined. Being strongly intertwined with western classical music[image: External link], the opera has undergone enormous changes in the past four centuries and it is an important form of theatre until this day. Noteworthy is the major influence of the German 19th-century composer Richard Wagner[image: External link] on the opera tradition. In his view, there was no proper balance between music and theatre in the operas of his time, because the music seemed to be more important than the dramatic aspects in these works. To restore the connection with the classical drama, he entirely renewed the operatic form to emphasize the equal importance of music and drama in works that he called "music dramas[image: External link]".

Chinese opera[image: External link] has seen a more conservative development over a somewhat longer period of time.
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Main article: Pantomime[image: External link]


Pantomime[image: External link] (informally panto),[58] is a type of musical comedy[image: External link] stage production, designed for family entertainment. It was developed in England and is still performed throughout the United Kingdom, generally during the Christmas and New Year season and, to a lesser extent, in other English-speaking countries. Modern pantomime includes songs, gags, slapstick comedy and dancing, employs gender-crossing actors, and combines topical humour with a story loosely based on a well-known fairy tale, fable or folk tale[image: External link].[59][60] It is a participatory form of theatre, in which the audience is expected to sing along with certain parts of the music and shout out phrases to the performers.

These stories follow in the tradition of fables[image: External link] and folk tales[image: External link]. Usually, there is a lesson learned, and with some help from the audience, the hero/heroine saves the day. This kind of play uses stock characters[image: External link] seen in masque and again commedia dell'arte[image: External link], these characters include the villain (doctore), the clown/servant (Arlechino/Harlequin/buttons), the lovers etc. These plays usually have an emphasis on moral dilemmas[image: External link], and good always triumphs over evil, this kind of play is also very entertaining making it a very effective way of reaching many people.

Pantomime has a long theatrical history in Western culture dating back to classical theatre. It developed partly from the 16th century commedia dell'arte[image: External link] tradition of Italy, as well as other European and British stage traditions, such as 17th-century masques[image: External link] and music hall[image: External link].[59] An important part of the pantomime, until the late 19th century, was the harlequinade[image: External link].[61] Outside Britain the word "pantomime" is usually used to mean miming[image: External link], rather than the theatrical form discussed here.[62]
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Mime[image: External link] is a theatrical medium where the action of a story is told through the movement of the body, without the use of speech. Performance of mime occurred in Ancient Greece[image: External link], and the word is taken from a single masked dancer called Pantomimus, although their performances were not necessarily silent.[63] In Medieval[image: External link] Europe, early forms of mime, such as mummer plays[image: External link] and later dumbshows[image: External link], evolved. In the early nineteenth century Paris[image: External link], Jean-Gaspard Deburau[image: External link] solidified the many attributes that we have come to know in modern times, including the silent figure in whiteface.[64]

Jacques Copeau[image: External link], strongly influenced by Commedia dell'arte[image: External link] and Japanese Noh[image: External link] theatre, used masks in the training of his actors. Étienne Decroux[image: External link], a pupil of his, was highly influenced by this and started exploring and developing the possibilities of mime and refined corporeal mime[image: External link] into a highly sculptural form, taking it outside of the realms of naturalism[image: External link]. Jacques Lecoq[image: External link] contributed significantly to the development of mime and physical theatre[image: External link] with his training methods.[65]
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Creative drama includes dramatic activities and games used primarily in educational settings with children. Its roots in the United States began in the early 1900s. Winifred Ward[image: External link] is considered to be the founder of creative drama in education, establishing the first academic use of drama in Evanston, Illinois.[66]
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	Applied Drama[image: External link]

	Augustan drama[image: External link]
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	Comedy-drama[image: External link]
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	Dramatic theory[image: External link]
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	Entertainment[image: External link]

	Flash drama[image: External link]

	Folk play[image: External link]

	Heroic drama[image: External link]

	History of theatre[image: External link]

	Hyperdrama[image: External link]

	Legal drama[image: External link]

	Medical drama[image: External link]

	Melodrama[image: External link]
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	Mystery play[image: External link]
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^ Elam (1980, 98).


	
^ Francis Fergusson[image: External link] writes that "a drama, as distinguished from a lyric[image: External link], is not primarily a composition in the verbal medium; the words[image: External link] result, as one might put it, from the underlying structure of incident[image: External link] and character[image: External link]. As Aristotle[image: External link] remarks, 'the poet, or "maker" should be the maker of plots[image: External link] rather than of verses; since he is a poet because he imiates[image: External link], and what he imitates are actions[image: External link]'" (1949, 8).


	
^ Wickham (1959, 32—41; 1969, 133; 1981, 68—69). The sense of the creator of plays as a "maker" rather than a "writer" is preserved in the word " playwright[image: External link]." The Theatre[image: External link], one of the first purpose-built playhouses in London, was "a self-conscious latinism to describe one particular playhouse" rather than a term for the buildings in general (1967, 133). The word 'dramatist' "was at that time still unknown in the English language" (1981, 68).


	
^ Banham (1998, 894–900).


	
^ Pfister (1977, 11).


	
^ Fergusson (1949, 2–3).


	
^ Burt (2008).


	
^ See the entries for "opera", "musical theatre, American", "melodrama" and "Nō" in Banham (1998).


	
^ Manfred[image: External link] by Byron[image: External link], for example, is a good example of a "dramatic poem[image: External link]." See the entry on "Byron (George George)" in Banham (1998).


	
^ Some forms of improvisation, notably the Commedia dell'arte[image: External link], improvise on the basis of 'lazzi' or rough outlines of scenic action (see Gordon (1983) and Duchartre (1929)). All forms of improvisation take their cue from their immediate response to one another, their characters' situations (which are sometimes established in advance), and, often, their interaction with the audience. The classic formulations of improvisation in the theatre originated with Joan Littlewood[image: External link] and Keith Johnstone[image: External link] in the UK and Viola Spolin[image: External link] in the USA; see Johnstone (1981) and Spolin (1963).


	
^ Brown (1998, 441), Cartledge (1997, 3–5), Goldhill (1997, 54), and Ley (2007, 206). Taxidou notes that "most scholars now call 'Greek' tragedy 'Athenian' tragedy, which is historically correct" (2004, 104). Brown writes that ancient Greek drama[image: External link] "was essentially the creation of classical Athens[image: External link]: all the dramatists who were later regarded as classics were active at Athens in the 5th and 4th centuries BCE (the time of the Athenian democracy[image: External link]), and all the surviving plays date from this period" (1998, 441). "The dominant culture of Athens in the fifth century[image: External link]", Goldhill writes, "can be said to have invented theatre[image: External link]" (1997, 54).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 13–15) and Banham (1998, 441–447).


	
^ Banham (1998, 441–444). For more information on these ancient Greek dramatists, see the articles categorised under "Ancient Greek dramatists and playwrights" in Wikipedia[image: External link].


	
^ The theory that Prometheus Bound[image: External link] was not written by Aeschylus[image: External link] would bring this number to six dramatists whose work survives.


	
^ Banham (1998, 8) and Brockett and Hildy (2003, 15–16).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 13, 15) and Banham (1998, 442).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 18) and Banham (1998, 444–445).


	
^ Banham (1998, 444–445).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 43).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 36, 47).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 43). For more information on the ancient Roman dramatists, see the articles categorised under "Ancient Roman dramatists and playwrights" in Wikipedia[image: External link].


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 46–47).


	
^ a b c Brockett and Hildy (2003, 47).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 47–48).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 48–49).


	
^ a b c Brockett and Hildy (2003, 49).


	
^ a b Brockett and Hildy (2003, 48).


	
^ a b Brockett and Hildy (2003, 50).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 49–50).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 76, 78). Many churches would have only performed one or two liturgical dramas[image: External link] per year and a larger number never performed any at all.


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 76).


	
^ a b c Brockett and Hildy (2003, 77).


	
^ Wickham (1981, 191; 1987, 141).


	
^ Bevington (1962, 9, 11, 38, 45), Dillon (2006, 213), and Wickham (1976, 195; 1981, 189–190). In Early English Stages (1981), Wickham points to the existence of The Interlude of the Student and the Girl[image: External link] as evidence that the old-fashioned view that comedy[image: External link] began in England in the 1550s with Gammer Gurton's Needle[image: External link] and Ralph Roister Doister[image: External link] is mistaken, ignoring as it does a rich tradition of medieval comic drama[image: External link]; see Wickham (1981, 178).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 86)


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 97).


	
^ Spivack (1958, 251-303), Bevington (1962, 58-61, 81-82, 87, 183), and Weimann (1978, 155).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 101-103).


	
^ George Henry Nettleton, Arthur British dramatists from Dryden to Sheridan[image: External link] p.149


	
^ Hatch, Mary Jo (2009). The Three Faces of Leadership: Manager, Artist, Priest. John Wiley & Sons. p. 47.


	
^ The "China scene" from Wycherley's play[image: External link] on YouTube[image: External link]


	
^ The Provoked Wife is something of a Restoration problem play[image: External link] in its attention to the subordinate legal position of married women and the complexities of "divorce" and separation, issues that had been highlighted in the mid-1690s by some notorious cases before the House of Lords[image: External link].


	
^ Interconnected causes for this shift in taste were demographic[image: External link] change, the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] of 1688, William's and Mary's[image: External link] dislike of the theatre, and the lawsuits brought against playwrights by the Society for the Reformation of Manners[image: External link] (founded in 1692). When Jeremy Collier[image: External link] attacked Congreve and Vanbrugh in his Short View of the Immorality and Profaneness of the English Stage[image: External link] in 1698, he was confirming a shift in audience taste that had already taken place.


	
^ Williams (1993, 25–26) and Moi (2006, 17). Moi writes that "Ibsen is the most important playwright writing after Shakespeare. He is the founder of modern theater. His plays are world classics, staged on every continent, and studied in classrooms everywhere. In any given year, there are hundreds of Ibsen productions in the world." Ibsenites include George Bernard Shaw[image: External link] and Arthur Miller[image: External link]; Brechtians include Dario Fo[image: External link], Joan Littlewood[image: External link], W. H. Auden[image: External link] Peter Weiss[image: External link], Heiner Müller[image: External link], Peter Hacks[image: External link], Tony Kushner[image: External link], Caryl Churchill[image: External link], John Arden[image: External link], Howard Brenton[image: External link], Edward Bond[image: External link], and David Hare[image: External link].


	
^ Moi (2006, 1, 23–26). Taxidou writes: "It is probably historically more accurate, although methodologically less satisfactory, to read the Naturalist movement in the theatre[image: External link] in conjunction with the more anti-illusionist aesthetics of the theatres of the same period. These interlock and overlap in all sorts of complicated ways, even when they are vehemently denouncing each other (perhaps particularly when) in the favoured mode of the time, the manifesto" (2007, 58).


	
^ Williams (1966) and Wright (1989).


	
^ Richmond, Swann, and Zarrilli (1993, 12).


	
^ Brandon (1997, 70) and Richmond (1998, 516).


	
^ Brandon (1997, 72) and Richmond (1998, 516).


	
^ Brandon (1997, 72), Richmond (1998, 516), and Richmond, Swann, and Zarrilli (1993, 12).
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^ Mayer (1969), p. 6
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^ Webster's New World Dictionary[image: External link], World Publishing Company, 2nd College Edition, 1980, p. 1027


	
^ Gutzwiller (2007).
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Horror is a genre[image: External link] of fiction which is intended to, or has the capacity to frighten, scare, disgust, or startle their readers or viewers by inducing feelings of horror and terror[image: External link]. Literary historian J. A. Cuddon[image: External link] has defined the horror story as "a piece of fiction in prose of variable length... which shocks or even frightens the reader, or perhaps induces a feeling of repulsion or loathing".[1] It creates an eerie and frightening atmosphere. Horror is frequently supernatural, though it can be non-supernatural. Often the central menace of a work of horror fiction can be interpreted as a metaphor[image: External link] for the larger fears of a society.
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The genre of horror has ancient origins with roots in folklore[image: External link] and religious traditions, focusing on death[image: External link], the afterlife[image: External link], evil[image: External link], the demonic[image: External link] and the principle of the thing embodied in the person.[2] These were manifested in stories of beings such as witches, vampires[image: External link], werewolves[image: External link] and ghosts[image: External link].
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 Gothic horror in the 18th century




18th century Gothic horror[image: External link] drew on these sources with the seminal and controversial The Castle of Otranto[image: External link] (1764) by Horace Walpole[image: External link]. This marked the first incorporated elements of the supernatural[image: External link] instead of pure realism[image: External link]. In fact, the first edition was published disguised as an actual medieval romance from Italy discovered and republished by a fictitious translator. Once revealed as contemporary, many found it anachronistic[image: External link], reactionary[image: External link], or simply in poor taste — but it proved to be immediately popular. That first novel of Gothic horror inspired such works as Vathek[image: External link] (1786) by William Beckford[image: External link], A Sicilian Romance[image: External link] (1790), The Mysteries of Udolpho[image: External link] (1794) and The Italian[image: External link] (1796) by Ann Radcliffe[image: External link] and The Monk[image: External link] (1797) by Matthew Lewis[image: External link]. A significant amount of horror fiction of this era was written by women and marketed at a female audience, a typical scenario being a resourceful female protagonist[image: External link] menaced in a gloomy castle.[3]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Horror in the 19th century




The Gothic tradition blossomed into the genre modern readers call horror literature in the 19th century. Influential works and characters that continue resonating with film and cinema today saw their genesis in such works as Mary Shelley[image: External link]'s Frankenstein[image: External link] (1818), the works of Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link], the works of Sheridan Le Fanu[image: External link], Robert Louis Stevenson[image: External link]'s Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde[image: External link] (1886), Oscar Wilde[image: External link]'s The Picture of Dorian Gray[image: External link] (1890), and Bram Stoker's Dracula (1897). Each of these novels and novellas[image: External link] created an enduring icon of horror seen in modern re-imaginings on the stage and screen.[4]
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 Horror in the 20th century




The proliferation of cheap periodicals, as early as the turn of the century, led to a boom in horror writing. One writer who specialized in horror fiction for mainstream pulps such as All-Story Magazine[image: External link] was Tod Robbins[image: External link], whose fiction dealt with themes of madness and cruelty.[5][6] Later, specialist publications emerged to give horror writers an outlet, including Weird Tales[image: External link][7] and Unknown Worlds[image: External link].[8]

Influential horror writers of the early 20th century made inroads in these mediums. Particularly, the venerated horror author H. P. Lovecraft[image: External link], and his enduring Cthulhu Mythos[image: External link] pioneered the genre of cosmic horror[image: External link], and M. R. James[image: External link] is credited with redefining the ghost story[image: External link] in that era.

Early cinema was inspired by many aspects of horror literature, and early horror cinema[image: External link] started a strong tradition of horror films and subgenres based on horror fiction that continues to this day. Up until the graphic depictions of violence and gore on the screen commonly associated with the 1960s and 1970s slasher films[image: External link] and splatter films[image: External link], comic books[image: External link] such as those published by EC Comics[image: External link] (famous for series such as Tales From The Crypt[image: External link]) in the 1950s satisfied readers' quests for horror imagery that the silver screen[image: External link] could not provide.[9] This imagery made these comics controversial, and as a consequence they were frequently censored.



Many modern novels claim an early description of the living dead in a precursor to the modern zombie[image: External link] tale, including Dennis Wheatley[image: External link]'s "Strange Conflict" (1941), H.P. Lovecraft[image: External link] stories such as "Cool Air," (1925) "In The Vault," (1926) and "The Outsider," (1926). Richard Matheson[image: External link]'s novel I Am Legend[image: External link] (1954) would also influence an entire genre of apocalyptic zombie fiction emblematic of the films of George A. Romero[image: External link].
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 Contemporary horror fiction




One of the best-known contemporary horror writers is Stephen King[image: External link], known for writing Carrie[image: External link], The Shining[image: External link], It[image: External link], Misery[image: External link] and many more.[10] Beginning in the 1970s, King's stories have managed to attract a large audience, for which he was prized by the U.S. National Book Foundation in 2003.[11] Popular contemporary horror authors include Brian Lumley[image: External link], James Herbert[image: External link], Dean Koontz[image: External link], Clive Barker[image: External link],[12] Ramsey Campbell[image: External link],[13] and Peter Straub[image: External link].

Best-selling book series of contemporary times exist in related genres to horror fiction, such as the werewolf fiction[image: External link] urban fantasy[image: External link] Kitty Norville[image: External link] books from Carrie Vaughn[image: External link], the erotic[image: External link] Gothic fiction[image: External link] of Anne Rice[image: External link], and Goosebumps[image: External link] by R.L. Stine[image: External link]. Elements of the horror genre continue to expand outside the genre. The alternate history[image: External link] of more traditional historical horror in a novel such as The Terror[image: External link] exists on bookstore shelves next to genre mash ups[image: External link] such as Pride and Prejudice and Zombies[image: External link] and the historical fantasy[image: External link] and horror comics[image: External link] such as Hellblazer[image: External link] and Mike Mignola[image: External link]'s Hellboy[image: External link]. Horror serves as one of the central genres in more complex modern works such as Mark Z. Danielewski[image: External link]'s House of Leaves[image: External link], a finalist for the National Book Award[image: External link]. There are also horror novels for teens, such as The Monstrumologist[image: External link] by Rick Yancey[image: External link].
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 Characteristics




One of the defining traits of the genre of horror is that it provokes a response; emotional, psychological[image: External link] or physical, within readers that causes them to react with fear. One of H.P. Lovecraft's most famous quotes about the genre is that: "The oldest and strongest emotion of mankind is fear, and the oldest and strongest kind of fear is fear of the unknown."[14] the first sentence from his seminal essay, "Supernatural Horror in Literature[image: External link]".

In her essay "Elements of Aversion", Elizabeth Barrette articulates the need by some for horror tales in a modern world:


The old "fight or flight" reaction of our evolutionary heritage once played a major role in the life of every human. Our ancestors lived and died by it. Then someone invented the fascinating game of civilization, and things began to calm down. Development pushed wilderness back from settled lands. War, crime, and other forms of social violence came with civilization and humans started preying on each other, but by and large daily life calmed down. We began to feel restless, to feel something missing: the excitement of living on the edge, the tension between hunter and hunted. So we told each other stories through the long, dark nights...when the fires burned low, we did our best to scare the daylights out of each other. The rush of adrenaline feels good. Our hearts pound, our breath quickens, and we can imagine ourselves on the edge. Yet we also appreciate the insightful aspects of horror. Sometimes a story intends to shock and disgust, but the best horror intends to rattle our cages and shake us out of our complacency. It makes us think, forces us to confront ideas we might rather ignore, and challenges preconceptions of all kinds. Horror reminds us that the world is not always as safe as it seems, which exercises our mental muscles and reminds us to keep a little healthy caution close at hand.[15]



In a sense similar to the reason a person seeks out the controlled thrill of a roller coaster[image: External link], readers in the modern era seek out feelings of horror and terror to feel a sense of excitement. However, she adds that horror fiction is one of the few mediums where readers seek out a form of art that forces themselves to confront ideas and images they "might rather ignore ... [to challenge] preconceptions of all kinds."

One can see the confrontation of ideas readers and characters would "rather ignore" throughout literature, in famous moments such as Hamlet[image: External link]'s musings about the skull of Yorick[image: External link] and its implications of the mortality of humanity and the gruesome end that bodies inevitably come to. In horror fiction, the confrontation with the gruesome is often a metaphor[image: External link] for the problems facing the current generation of the author.

Stephanie Demetrakopoulos illustrates a common interpretation of one of the benchmarks of the canon of horror literature.[16] Tina Broussard in an annotated bibliography[image: External link] of Dracula surmises Demetrakopoulos' thesis:


This scholarly journal article explores sexuality in Dracula, including overtones of sexuality in the typical aggressive male and female sexuality which is either reflective of the chaste woman or the sexually aggressive female vampire. Demetrakopoulos suggests Dracula was an outlet for Victorian society, breaking through sexual norms with symbolic group orgies, male desire for sexually aggressive women, denial of motherhood, etc. She highlights ways in which the females defy gender boundaries by embodying masculine traits such as intelligence.[17]



It is a now commonly accepted viewpoint that the horror elements of Dracula's portrayal of vampirism[image: External link] are metaphors[image: External link] for sexuality in a repressed Victorian era[image: External link].[16] But this is merely one of many interpretations of the metaphor of Dracula. Judith Halberstam postulates many of these in her essay Technologies of Monstrosity: Bram Stoker's Dracula. She writes:


[The] image of dusty and unused gold, coins from many nations and old unworn jewels, immediately connects Dracula to the old money of a corrupt class, to a kind of piracy of nations and to the worst excesses of the aristocracy.[18]



Halberstram articulates a view of Dracula as manifesting the growing perception of the aristocracy[image: External link] as an evil and outdated notion to be defeated. The depiction of a multinational band of protagonists[image: External link] using the latest technologies[image: External link] (such as a telegraph[image: External link]) to quickly share, collate, and act upon new information is what leads to the destruction of the Vampire. This is one of many interpretations of the metaphor of only one central figure of the canon of horror fiction, as over a dozen possible metaphors are referenced in analysis, from the religious to the anti-semitic[image: External link].[19]

Noël Carroll[image: External link]'s Philosophy of Horror postulates that a modern piece of horror fiction's " monster[image: External link]", villain[image: External link], or a more inclusive menace[image: External link] must exhibit the following two traits:


	A menace that is threatening — either physically, psychologically, socially, morally, spiritually, or some combination of the aforementioned.

	A menace that is impure — that violates the generally accepted schemes of cultural categorization. "We consider impure that which is categorically contradictory"[20]
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 Scholarship and criticism




In addition to those essays and articles shown above, scholarship on horror fiction is almost as old as horror fiction itself. In 1826, the gothic novelist Ann Radcliffe[image: External link] published an essay distinguishing two elements of horror fiction, "terror" and "horror." Whereas terror is a feeling of dread that takes place before an event happens, horror is a feeling of revulsion or disgust after an event has happened.[21] Radcliffe describes terror as that which "expands the soul and awakens the faculties to a high degree of life," whereas horror is described as that which "freezes and nearly annihilates them."

Modern scholarship on horror fiction draws upon a range of sources. In their historical studies of the gothic novel, both Devandra Varma[22] and S.L. Varnado[23] make reference to the theologian Rudolf Otto[image: External link], whose concept of the " numinous[image: External link]" was originally used to describe religious experience.
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 Awards and associations




Achievements in horror fiction are recognized by numerous awards. The Horror Writer's Association[image: External link] presents the Bram Stoker Awards[image: External link] for Superior Achievement, named in honor of Bram Stoker, author of the seminal horror novel Dracula.[24] The Australian Horror Writers Association[image: External link] presents annual Australian Shadows Awards[image: External link]. The International Horror Guild Award[image: External link] was presented annually to works of horror and dark fantasy from 1995 to 2008.[25][26] The Shirley Jackson Awards[image: External link] are literary awards for outstanding achievement in the literature of psychological suspense, horror and the dark fantastic works. Other important awards for horror literature are as subcategories included within general awards for fantasy and science fiction in such awards as the Aurealis Award[image: External link].
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 Alternate terms




Some writers of fiction normally classified as "horror" nevertheless dislike the term, considering it too lurid. They instead use the terms dark fantasy[image: External link] or Gothic fantasy[image: External link] for supernatural horror,[27] or "psychological thriller[image: External link]" for non-supernatural horror.[28]
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Thriller (genre)






Thriller is a broad genre[image: External link] of literature, film and television, having numerous subgenres. Thrillers are characterized and defined by the moods[image: External link] they elicit, giving viewers heightened feelings of suspense[image: External link], excitement[image: External link], surprise[image: External link], anticipation[image: External link] and anxiety[image: External link].[1] Successful examples of thrillers are the films of Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link].[2]

Thrillers generally keep the audience on the "edge of their seats" as the plot builds towards a climax[image: External link]. The cover-up[image: External link] of important information is a common element.[3] Literary devices[image: External link] such as red herrings[image: External link], plot twists[image: External link], and cliffhangers[image: External link] are used extensively. A thriller is usually a villain-driven plot, whereby he or she presents obstacles that the protagonist[image: External link] must overcome.

Homer[image: External link]'s Odyssey[image: External link] is one of the oldest stories in the Western world and is regarded as an early prototype of the thriller.
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Writer Vladimir Nabokov[image: External link], in his lectures at Cornell University[image: External link], said: "In an Anglo-Saxon thriller, the villain is generally punished, and the strong silent man generally wins the weak babbling girl, but there is no governmental law in Western countries to ban a story that does not comply with a fond tradition, so that we always hope that the wicked but romantic fellow will escape scot-free and the good but dull chap will be finally snubbed by the moody heroine."[4]

Thrillers may be defined by the primary mood that they elicit: suspenseful excitement. In short, if it "thrills", it is a thriller. As the introduction to a major anthology explains:



	“
	...Thrillers provide such a rich literary feast. There are all kinds. The legal thriller, spy thriller, action-adventure thriller, medical thriller, police thriller, romantic thriller, historical thriller, political thriller, religious thriller, high-tech thriller, military thriller. The list goes on and on, with new variations constantly being invented. In fact, this openness to expansion is one of the genre's most enduring characteristics. But what gives the variety of thrillers a common ground is the intensity of emotions they create, particularly those of apprehension and exhilaration, of excitement and breathlessness, all designed to generate that all-important thrill. By definition, if a thriller doesn't thrill, it's not doing its job.
	”



	— James Patterson[image: External link], June 2006, "Introduction," Thriller[5]
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 Suspense




Suspense is a crucial characteristic of the thriller genre. It gives the viewer a feeling of pleasurable[image: External link] fascination and excitement mixed with apprehension, anticipation and tension. These develop from unpredictable, mysterious and rousing events during the narrative, which make the viewer or reader think about the outcome of certain actions. Suspense builds in order to make those final moments, no matter how short, the most memorable. The suspense in a story keeps the person hooked to reading or watching more until the climax is reached.

In terms of narrative expectations, it may be contrasted with curiosity and surprise[image: External link]. The objective is to deliver a story with sustained tension, surprise, and a constant sense of impending doom. As described by film director[image: External link] Alfred Hitchcock, an audience experiences suspense when they expect something bad to happen and have (or believe they have) a superior perspective on events in the drama's hierarchy[image: External link] of knowledge, yet they are powerless to intervene to prevent it from happening.

Suspense in thrillers is often intertwined with hope[image: External link] and anxiety, which are treated as two emotions aroused in anticipation of the conclusion - the hope that things will turn out all right for the appropriate characters in the story, and the fear that they may not. The second type of suspense is the "...anticipation wherein we either know or else are fairly certain about what is going to happen but are still aroused in anticipation of its actual occurrence."[6]

According to Greek philosopher[image: External link] Aristotle[image: External link] in his book Poetics[image: External link], suspense is an important building block of literature, and this is an important convention in the thriller genre.[7]
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 Themes and characters




Common methods and themes in crime[image: External link] and action thrillers are mainly ransoms[image: External link], captivities[image: External link], heists[image: External link], revenge[image: External link], kidnappings[image: External link]. Common in mystery[image: External link] thrillers are investigations[image: External link] and the whodunit[image: External link] technique. Common elements in dramatic[image: External link] and psychological thrillers[image: External link] include plot twists[image: External link], psychology[image: External link], obsession[image: External link] and mind games[image: External link]. Common in horror thrillers are serial killers[image: External link], stalking[image: External link], deathtraps[image: External link] and horror-of-personality[image: External link]. Elements such as fringe theories[image: External link], false accusations[image: External link] and paranoia[image: External link] are common in paranoid thrillers[image: External link]. Threats to entire countries, spies, espionage, conspiracies, assassins[image: External link] and electronic surveillance[image: External link] are common in spy thrillers[image: External link].[8]

Characters may include criminals, stalkers[image: External link], assassins[image: External link], innocent victims (often on the run), menaced women, psychotic[image: External link] individuals, spree killers[image: External link], sociopaths[image: External link], agents[image: External link], terrorists, cops[image: External link] and escaped cons[image: External link], private eyes[image: External link], people involved in twisted relationships, world-weary men and women, psycho-fiends, and more. The themes frequently include terrorism, political conspiracy[image: External link], pursuit, or romantic triangles[image: External link] leading to murder. Plots of thrillers involve characters which come into conflict with each other or with outside forces.[9]

The protagonist of these films is set against a problem[image: External link]. No matter what subgenre a thriller film falls into, it will emphasize the danger that the protagonist faces. The protagonists are frequently ordinary citizens unaccustomed to danger, although commonly in crime and action thrillers, they may also be "hard men" accustomed to danger such as police officers and detectives. While protagonists of thrillers have traditionally been men, women lead characters are increasingly common.[10] In psychological thrillers, the protagonists are reliant on their mental[image: External link] resources, whether it be by battling wits with the antagonist or by battling for equilibrium in the character's own mind. The suspense often comes from two or more characters preying upon one another's minds, either by playing deceptive games with the other or by merely trying to demolish the other's mental state.[10]
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 Story and setting




An atmosphere of menace and sudden violence, such as crime and murder, characterize thrillers. The tension usually arises when the character(s) is placed in a dangerous situation, or a trap from which escaping seems impossible. Life is threatened, usually because the principal character is unsuspectingly or unknowingly involved in a dangerous or potentially deadly situation.[11]

Hitchcock's films often placed an innocent[image: External link] victim (an average, responsible person) into a strange, life-threatening or terrorizing situation, in a case of mistaken identity[image: External link] or wrongful accusation.[12]

Thrillers take place mostly in ordinary suburbs and cities, although sometimes they may take place wholly or partly in exotic settings such as foreign cities, deserts[image: External link], polar[image: External link] regions, or the high seas[image: External link]. These usually tough, resourceful, but essentially ordinary heroes are pitted against villains determined to destroy them, their country, or the stability of the free world[image: External link]. Often in a thriller movie, the protagonist is faced with what seem to be insurmountable problems in his mission, carried out against a ticking clock, the stakes are high and although resourceful, they face personal dilemmas along the way forcing them to make sacrifices for others.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History in literature




Ancient epic poems[image: External link] such as the Epic of Gilgamesh[image: External link], Homer's Odyssey[image: External link] and the Mahābhārata[image: External link] use similar narrative techniques as modern thrillers. In the Odyssey, the hero Odysseus makes a perilous voyage home after the Trojan War[image: External link], battling extraordinary hardships in order to be reunited with his wife Penelope[image: External link]. He has to contend with villains such as the Cyclops, a one-eyed giant, and the Sirens[image: External link], whose sweet singing lures sailors to their doom. In most cases, Odysseus uses cunning instead of brute force to overcome his adversaries.

Little Red Riding Hood[image: External link] (1697), an early example of a psycho-stalker story, is a fairy tale[image: External link] about a girl who walks through the woods[image: External link] to deliver food to her sick grandmother. A wolf[image: External link] wants to eat the girl but is afraid to do so in public. He approaches Little Red Riding Hood and she naively tells him where she is going. He suggests the girl pick some flowers, which she does. In the meantime, he goes to the grandmother's house and gains entry by pretending to be the girl. He swallows the grandmother whole (in some stories, he locks her in the closet) and waits for the girl, disguised[image: External link] as the grandma.

The Three Apples[image: External link], a tale in the One Thousand and One Nights[image: External link] (Arabian Nights), is the earliest known murder mystery[image: External link][13] and suspense thriller with multiple plot twists[14] and detective fiction[image: External link] elements.[15] In this tale, a fisherman discovers a heavy locked chest along the Tigris[image: External link] river and he sells it to the Abbasid Caliph[image: External link], Harun al-Rashid[image: External link], who then has the chest broken open only to find inside it the dead body of a young woman who was cut into pieces. Harun orders his vizier[image: External link], Ja'far ibn Yahya[image: External link], to solve the crime and find the murderer within three days. This whodunit[image: External link] mystery may be considered an archetype for detective fiction.[13][16]

The Count of Monte Cristo[image: External link] (1844) is a swashbuckling[image: External link] revenge thriller about a man named Edmond Dantès who is betrayed by his friends and sent to languish in the notorious Château d'If[image: External link]. His only companion is an old man who teaches him everything from philosophy to mathematics to swordplay[image: External link]. Just before the old man dies, he reveals to Dantès the secret location of a great treasure[image: External link]. Shortly after, Dantès engineers a daring escape and uses the treasure to reinvent himself as the Count of Monte Cristo. Thirsting for vengeance[image: External link], he sets out to punish those who destroyed his life.

The Riddle of the Sands[image: External link] (1903) is "the first modern thriller", according to Ken Follett[image: External link], who described it as "an open-air adventure thriller about two young men who stumble upon a German armada preparing to invade England".

Heart of Darkness[image: External link] (1903) is a first-person within a first-person account about a man named Marlow[image: External link] who travels up the Congo River[image: External link] in search of an enigmatic Belgian[image: External link] trader named Kurtz. Layer by layer, the atrocities of the human soul and man's inhumanity to man[image: External link] are peeled away. Marlow finds it increasingly difficult to tell where civilization[image: External link] ends and where barbarism begins. Today this might be described as a psychological thriller.

The Thirty-Nine Steps[image: External link] (1915) is an early thriller by John Buchan[image: External link], in which an innocent man becomes the prime suspect in a murder case and finds himself on the run from both the police and enemy spies.

The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link] (1959) by Richard Condon[image: External link] is a classic of Cold War paranoia[image: External link]. A squad of American soldiers is kidnapped and brainwashed by Communists. False memories are implanted, along with a subconscious trigger that turns them into assassins at a moment's notice. They are soon reintegrated into American society as sleeper agents. One of them, Major Bennett Marco, senses that not all is right, setting him on a collision course with his former comrade Sergeant Raymond Shaw, who has been activated as an assassin.

The Spy Who Came in from the Cold[image: External link] (1963) by John le Carré[image: External link] is set in the world of Cold War[image: External link] espionage and helped to usher in an era of more realistic thriller fiction, based around professional spies and the battle of wits between rival spymasters.

The Bourne Identity[image: External link] (1980) is one of the first thrillers to be written in the modern style that we know today. A man with gunshot[image: External link] wounds is found floating unconscious in the Mediterranean Sea[image: External link]. Brought ashore and nursed back to health, he wakes up with amnesia[image: External link]. Fiercely determined to uncover the secrets of his past, he embarks on a quest that sends him spiraling into a web of violence and deceit. He is astounded to learn that knowledge of hand-to-hand combat, firearms, and trade craft seem to come naturally to him.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television




There have been at least two television series called simply Thriller, one made in the U.S.[image: External link] in the 1960s and one made in the UK[image: External link] in the 1970s. Although in no way linked, both series consisted of one-off dramas, each utilising the familiar motifs[image: External link] of the genre.

24[image: External link] is a fast-paced television series with a premise inspired by the War on Terror[image: External link]. Each season takes place over the course of twenty-four hours, with each episode happening in "real time". Featuring a split-screen technique and a ticking onscreen clock, 24 follows the exploits of federal agent Jack Bauer[image: External link] as he races to foil terrorist threats.

Lost[image: External link], which deals with the survivors of a plane crash, sees the castaways on the island forced to deal with a monstrous being that appears as a cloud of black smoke, a conspiracy of " Others[image: External link]" who have kidnapped or killed their fellow castaways at various points, a shadowy past of the island itself that they are trying to understand, polar bears[image: External link], and the fight against these and other elements as they struggle simply to stay alive and get off of the island.

Prison Break[image: External link] follows Michael Scofield[image: External link], an engineer who has himself incarcerated in a maximum-security prison in order to break out his brother, who is on death row for a crime he did not commit. In the first season Michael must deal with the hazards of prison life, the other inmates and prison staff, and executing his elaborate escape plan, while outside the prison Michael's allies investigate the conspiracy that led to Lincoln being framed. In the second season, Michael, his brother and several other inmates escape the prison and must evade the nationwide manhunt for their re-capture, as well as those who want them dead.
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Abraham "Bram" Stoker (8 November 1847 – 20 April 1912) was an Irish[image: External link] author, best known today for his 1897 Gothic[image: External link] novel Dracula. During his lifetime, he was better known as the personal assistant of actor Henry Irving[image: External link] and business manager of the Lyceum Theatre[image: External link] in London, which Irving owned.
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 Early life




Stoker was born on 8 November 1847 at 15 Marino Crescent, Clontarf[image: External link], on the northside of Dublin[image: External link], Ireland.[1] His parents were Abraham Stoker (1799–1876) from Dublin and Charlotte Mathilda Blake Thornley (1818–1901), who was raised in County Sligo[image: External link].[2] Stoker was the third of seven children, the eldest of whom was Sir Thornley Stoker[image: External link], 1st Bt.[image: External link][3] Abraham and Charlotte were members of the Church of Ireland Parish of Clontarf[image: External link] and attended the parish church with their children, who were baptised there.[4]

Stoker was bedridden with an unknown illness until he started school at the age of seven, when he made a complete recovery. Of this time, Stoker wrote, "I was naturally thoughtful, and the leisure of long illness gave opportunity for many thoughts which were fruitful according to their kind in later years." He was educated in a private school run by the Rev. William Woods.[5]

After his recovery, he grew up without further serious illnesses, even excelling as an athlete (he was named University Athlete) at Trinity College, Dublin[image: External link], which he attended from 1864 to 1870. He graduated with honours as a B.A.[image: External link] in Mathematics. He was auditor of the College Historical Society[image: External link] (the Hist) and president of the University Philosophical Society[image: External link], where his first paper was on Sensationalism in Fiction and Society.
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 Early career




Stoker became interested in the theatre while a student through his friend Dr. Maunsell. He became the theatre critic for the Dublin Evening Mail[image: External link], co-owned by the author of Gothic tales Sheridan Le Fanu[image: External link]. Theatre critics were held in low esteem, but he attracted notice by the quality of his reviews. In December 1876, he gave a favourable review of Henry Irving's Hamlet[image: External link] at the Theatre Royal[image: External link] in Dublin. Irving invited Stoker for dinner at the Shelbourne Hotel[image: External link] where he was staying, and they became friends. Stoker also wrote stories, and "The Crystal Cup" was published by the London Society in 1872, followed by "The Chain of Destiny" in four parts in The Shamrock. In 1876 while a civil servant[image: External link] in Dublin, Stoker wrote the non-fiction book The Duties of Clerks of Petty Sessions in Ireland (published 1879) which remained a standard work.[5] Furthermore, he possessed an interest in art, and was a founder of the Dublin Sketching Club in 1879.
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 Lyceum Theatre




In 1878 Stoker married Florence Balcombe[image: External link], daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel[image: External link] James Balcombe of 1 Marino Crescent. She was a celebrated beauty whose former suitor was Oscar Wilde[image: External link].[6] Stoker had known Wilde from his student days, having proposed him for membership of the university’s Philosophical Society while he was president. Wilde was upset at Florence's decision, but Stoker later resumed the acquaintanceship, and after Wilde's fall visited him on the Continent.[7]

The Stokers moved to London, where Stoker became acting manager and then business manager of Irving[image: External link]'s Lyceum Theatre, London[image: External link], a post he held for 27 years. On 31 December 1879, Bram and Florence's only child was born, a son whom they christened Irving Noel Thornley Stoker. The collaboration with Henry Irving was important for Stoker and through him he became involved in London's high society[image: External link], where he met James Abbott McNeill Whistler[image: External link] and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle[image: External link] (to whom he was distantly related). Working for Irving, the most famous actor of his time, and managing one of the most successful theatres in London made Stoker a notable if busy man. He was dedicated to Irving and his memoirs show he idolised him. In London Stoker also met Hall Caine[image: External link], who became one of his closest friends – he dedicated Dracula to him.

In the course of Irving's tours, Stoker travelled the world, although he never visited Eastern Europe[image: External link], a setting for his most famous novel. Stoker enjoyed the United States, where Irving was popular. With Irving he was invited twice to the White House[image: External link], and knew William McKinley[image: External link] and Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link]. Stoker set two of his novels there, using Americans as characters, the most notable being Quincey Morris. He also met one of his literary idols, Walt Whitman[image: External link].
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 Writings




Stoker visited the English coastal town of Whitby[image: External link] in 1890, and that visit is said to be part of the inspiration for Dracula. He began writing novels while manager for Henry Irving[image: External link] and secretary and director of London's Lyceum Theatre, beginning with The Snake's Pass[image: External link] in 1890 and Dracula in 1897. During this period, Stoker was part of the literary staff of The Daily Telegraph[image: External link] in London, and he wrote other fiction, including the horror novels The Lady of the Shroud[image: External link] (1909) and The Lair of the White Worm[image: External link] (1911).[8] He published his Personal Reminiscences of Henry Irving[image: External link] in 1906, after Irving's death, which proved successful,[5] and managed productions at the Prince of Wales Theatre[image: External link].

Before writing Dracula, Stoker met Ármin Vámbéry[image: External link], a Hungarian writer and traveller. Dracula likely emerged from Vámbéry's dark stories of the Carpathian mountains[image: External link].[9] Stoker then spent several years researching European folklore and mythological stories of vampires[image: External link].

Dracula is an epistolary novel[image: External link], written as a collection of realistic but completely fictional diary entries, telegrams, letters, ship's logs, and newspaper clippings, all of which added a level of detailed realism to the story, a skill which Stoker had developed as a newspaper writer. At the time of its publication, Dracula was considered a "straightforward horror novel" based on imaginary creations of supernatural[image: External link] life.[8] "It gave form to a universal fantasy . . . and became a part of popular culture."[8]

Stoker was a deeply private man, but his almost sexless marriage, intense adoration of Walt Whitman[image: External link], Henry Irving[image: External link] and Hall Caine[image: External link], and shared interests with Oscar Wilde[image: External link], as well as the homoerotic aspects of Dracula have led to scholarly speculation that he was a repressed homosexual who used his fiction as an outlet for his sexual frustrations.[10] In 1912, he demanded imprisonment of all homosexual authors in Britain: it has been suggested that this was due to self-loathing and to disguise his own vulnerability.[11] A friend of Wilde, Stoker commenced writing Dracula only weeks after his conviction, possibly fearful and inspired by the monstrous image and threat of otherness that the press coverage of the Wilde trials generated.[12][13]

According to the Encyclopedia of World Biography, Stoker's stories are today included in the categories of "horror fiction", "romanticized Gothic" stories, and "melodrama."[8] They are classified alongside other "works of popular fiction" such as Mary Shelley[image: External link]'s Frankenstein[image: External link],[14]:394 which also used the "myth-making" and story-telling method of having multiple narrators[image: External link] telling the same tale from different perspectives, according to historian Jules Zanger. "'They can't all be lying,' thinks the reader."[15]

The original 541-page typescript of Dracula was believed to have been lost until it was found in a barn in northwestern Pennsylvania in the early 1980s.[16] It consisted of typed sheets with many emendations, plus handwritten on the title page was "THE UN-DEAD." The author's name was shown at the bottom as Bram Stoker. Author Robert Latham remarked: "the most famous horror novel ever published, its title changed at the last minute."[14] The typescript was purchased by Microsoft[image: External link] co-founder Paul Allen[image: External link].

Stoker's inspirations for the story, in addition to Whitby, may have included a visit to Slains Castle[image: External link] in Aberdeenshire[image: External link], a visit to the crypts of St. Michan's Church[image: External link] in Dublin, and the novella Carmilla[image: External link] by Sheridan Le Fanu[image: External link].[17]

Stoker's original research notes for the novel are kept by the Rosenbach Museum and Library[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link]. A facsimile edition of the notes was created by Elizabeth Miller[image: External link] and Robert Eighteen-Bisang[image: External link] in 1998.
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 Death




After suffering a number of strokes, Stoker died at No. 26 St George's Square[image: External link], London on 20 April 1912.[18] Some biographers attribute the cause of death to tertiary syphilis[image: External link],[19] others to overwork.[20] He was cremated[image: External link], and his ashes were placed in a display urn at Golders Green Crematorium[image: External link] in north London. The ashes of Irving Noel Stoker, the author's son, were added to his father's urn following his death in 1961. The original plan had been to keep his parents' ashes together, but after Florence Stoker's death, her ashes were scattered at the Gardens of Rest.
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Stoker was raised a Protestant in the Church of Ireland[image: External link]. He was a strong supporter of the Liberal Party[image: External link] and took a keen interest in Irish affairs.[5] As a "philosophical home ruler," he supported Home Rule[image: External link] for Ireland brought about by peaceful means. He remained an ardent monarchist who believed that Ireland should remain within the British Empire, an entity that he saw as a force for good. He was an admirer of Prime Minister William Ewart Gladstone[image: External link], whom he knew personally, and supported his plans for Ireland.[21]

Stoker believed in progress and took a keen interest in science[image: External link] and science-based medicine[image: External link]. Some Stoker novels represent early examples of science fiction[image: External link], such as The Lady of the Shroud[image: External link] (1909). He had a writer's interest in the occult, notably mesmerism[image: External link], but despised fraud and believed in the superiority of the scientific method[image: External link] over superstition. Stoker counted among his friends J. W. Brodie-Innis, a member of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn[image: External link], and hired member Pamela Colman Smith[image: External link] as an artist for the Lyceum Theatre, but no evidence suggests that Stoker ever joined the Order himself.[22][23][24]
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 Posthumous




The short story collection Dracula's Guest and Other Weird Stories was published in 1914 by Stoker's widow, Florence Stoker, who was also his literary executrix. The first film adaptation of Dracula was F. W. Murnau[image: External link]'s Nosferatu, released in 1922, with Max Schreck[image: External link] starring as Count Orlock. Florence Stoker eventually sued the filmmakers, and was represented by the attorneys of the British Incorporated Society of Authors. Her chief legal complaint was that she had neither been asked for permission for the adaptation nor paid any royalty. The case dragged on for some years, with Mrs. Stoker demanding the destruction of the negative and all prints of the film. The suit was finally resolved in the widow's favour in July 1925. A single print of the film survived, however, and it has become well known. The first authorised film version of Dracula did not come about until almost a decade later when Universal Studios[image: External link] released Tod Browning[image: External link]'s Dracula starring Bela Lugosi[image: External link].

Canadian[image: External link] writer Dacre Stoker[image: External link], a great-grandnephew of Bram Stoker, decided to write "a sequel that bore the Stoker name" to "reestablish creative control over" the original novel, with encouragement from screenwriter Ian Holt, because of the Stokers' frustrating history with Dracula's copyright. In 2009, Dracula: The Un-Dead was released, written by Dacre Stoker and Ian Holt. Both writers "based [their work] on Bram Stoker's own handwritten notes for characters and plot threads excised from the original edition" along with their own research for the sequel. This also marked Dacre Stoker's writing debut.[25][26]

In Spring 2012, Dacre Stoker (in collaboration with Prof. Elizabeth Miller) presented the "lost" Dublin Journal written by Bram Stoker, which had been kept by his great-grandson Noel Dobbs. Stoker's diary entries shed a light on the issues that concerned him before his London years. A remark about a boy who caught flies in a bottle might be a clue for the later development of the Renfield character in Dracula.[27]

On 8 November 2012, Stoker was honoured with a Google Doodle[image: External link] on Google's homepage commemorating his 165th birthday.[28][29]

An annual festival takes place in Dublin, the birthplace of Bram Stoker, in honour of his literary achievements. The 2014 Bram Stoker Festival encompassed literary, film, family, street, and outdoor events, and ran from 24–27 October in and around Dublin City.[30][31] The festival is supported by the Bram Stoker Estate[32] and funded by Dublin City Council[image: External link] and Fáilte Ireland[image: External link].
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Jonathan Rhys Meyers






Jonathan Rhys Meyers (born Jonathan Michael Francis O'Keeffe; 27 July 1977) is an Irish actor. He is best known for his roles in the films Velvet Goldmine[image: External link] (1998), Bend It Like Beckham[image: External link] (2002), Match Point[image: External link] (2005), Mission Impossible III[image: External link] (2006) and his television roles as Elvis Presley[image: External link] in the biographical miniseries Elvis[image: External link] (2005), which earned him a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link], and as King Henry VIII[image: External link] in the historical drama The Tudors[image: External link] (2007–10).[2][3] He has been the face model for several Hugo Boss[image: External link] fragrances advertising campaigns.[4]

In 2013, Meyers appeared as the villain Valentine Morgenstern[image: External link] in The Mortal Instruments: City of Bones[image: External link], based on Cassandra Clare[image: External link]'s novel, City of Bones[image: External link]. He also starred in the NBC drama series Dracula (2013–14) as the title character. Meyers appeared in the 2015 film Stonewall[image: External link], directed by Roland Emmerich[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life




Meyers was born 27 July 1977 in Dublin, Ireland[image: External link], to Geraldine (née Myers; 1957–2007) and folk musician John O'Keeffe, and raised in County Cork[image: External link], possibly in its city of Cork[image: External link][5][6] (sources are unclear). His family is Roman Catholic[image: External link].[7] His three brothers are all professional musicians.[8][ better source needed[image: External link]] He attended North Monastery Christian Brothers School[image: External link].[9]
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 Career




After being expelled from North Monastery at 14 for truancy, he spent much of his time working and socialising in pool halls[image: External link]. Casting agents looking for Irish boys to appear in War of the Buttons[image: External link] spotted him at a Cork[image: External link] pool hall, the Victoria Sporting Club, and invited him to audition.[10] Although passed over for War of the Buttons, the casting agents encouraged him to pursue a career in acting.[6] His first film role came in A Man of No Importance[image: External link] (1994). In 1996, he appeared in Michael Collins[image: External link], as the title character[image: External link]'s ambusher. In 1999, he appeared in Ride with the Devil[image: External link] as psychopathic[image: External link] guerrilla fighter Pitt Mackeson.

Meyers has starred in television series including Gormenghast[image: External link] (2000) and in the CBS[image: External link] 4-hour mini-series Elvis[image: External link] (2005) as Elvis Presley[image: External link] alongside Randy Quaid[image: External link] as Colonel Tom Parker[image: External link], but didn't sing for his role in the miniseries.[11] The latter earned him an Emmy[image: External link][12] nomination and a Golden Globe[image: External link] win.[13] He starred in the CBC[image: External link]/ Showtime[image: External link] co-production[image: External link] The Tudors[image: External link] (2007) as Henry VIII[image: External link]. He was nominated for the Golden Globe[image: External link] for Best Actor in a Television Drama[image: External link] in 2007[image: External link] for the role.[14]

He played a David Bowie[image: External link]-inspired glam rock[image: External link] star in Velvet Goldmine[image: External link] (1998), a dedicated girls' football[image: External link] coach in Bend It Like Beckham[image: External link] (2002), in Vanity Fair[image: External link] (2004) opposite Reese Witherspoon[image: External link]. He co-starred in 2004 in Oliver Stone[image: External link]'s epic Alexander[image: External link]. The following year he starred in Woody Allen[image: External link]'s drama Match Point[image: External link] (2005), for which he received a Chopard Trophy at the Cannes Film Festival[image: External link]. In 2006, he appeared in Mission: Impossible III[image: External link]. Subsequent projects include August Rush[image: External link] (2007) and The Children of Huang Shi[image: External link] (2008), Shelter[image: External link] and From Paris with Love[image: External link] (2010)[15]

In 2011, he starred in Belle du Seigneur[image: External link] (an English-language film adaptation of Albert Cohen[image: External link]'s novel) as Solal des Solal. The movie was released in Russia on 29 November 2012 and in France on 19 June 2013 after premiering at the Champs Elysees Film Festival[image: External link]. A self-taught singer and guitarist, he has appeared in a number of musical roles. His first such role was as "Brian Slade" in Velvet Goldmine[image: External link]; two of the songs he sang ("Baby's on Fire" and "Tumbling Down") are on the film's soundtrack. He sang briefly in the TV miniseries version of The Magnificent Ambersons[image: External link], performed in studio scenes of the miniseries Elvis and played the flute in Gormenghast.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the 2007 music drama August Rush, he performed on-screen as singer-songwriter Louis Connelly and is credited for four songs on the soundtrack – "Break", "Moondance", "Something Inside", and "This Time". Of the four, "This Time" and "Break" were considered in the Best Original Song category of the 80th Academy Awards[image: External link].[16] "This Time" was not released as a single but peaked at number 84 in the Canadian Hot 100[image: External link].[17]

Besides acting, Jonathan has also modelled for several clothing companies. He modelled for Club Monaco[image: External link] in 2001 and was chosen as the face for the Versace[image: External link] men's collection of Autumn/Winter 2006 and Spring 2007,[18] and he was the face of the Hugo Boss[image: External link] men's fragrance range from 2006[19] until he was replaced with Jared Leto[image: External link] in 2011. He is signed to Independent Models in London.[20] In February 2008, he became a celebrity ambassador for the Cork-based charitable organisation The Hope Foundation.[dead link[image: External link]][21] On 5 October 2008, Rhys Meyers received an Honorary Patronage from the Trinity College Philosophical Society[image: External link] in Dublin.[22]

In 2013, Meyers was cast as Dracula, in NBC's television series Dracula alongside Oliver Jackson-Cohen and Jessica De Gouw.[23] It was also announced in May 2013 that Jonathan was to participate in the recording of his brothers' album entitled "Blossom" which was released on 21 April 2014.

On October 23, 2014 he received The Irish Post[image: External link] Legend Award at the London Hilton on Park Lane in recognition of his remarkable achievements in Film & Television over the previous twenty years.[24]

In February 2015, The Hollywood Reporter reported that Meyers had begun filming the spy thriller, Damascus Cover, based on the novel by Howard Kaplan, in Morocco alongside John Hurt[image: External link], Olivia Thirlby[image: External link] and Jurgen Prochnow[image: External link], with Meyers in the lead role as Ari Ben Sion.[25]

Meyers will portray Patrick Pearse[image: External link], a political activist and one of the leaders of the bloody 1916 Irish Easter Rising, in the centennial commemoration biopic[image: External link] film The Rising[image: External link], written and produced by Kevin McCann.[26]
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 Personal life




From 2004 until 2012, Meyers was in a relationship with Reena Hammer, daughter of makeup artist Ruby Hammer[image: External link].[27][28]

In 2007, Meyers' representative, Meredith O'Sullivan, confirmed that, "After a non-stop succession of filming, Jonathan Rhys Meyers has entered an alcohol-treatment programme."[29][30] His representative confirmed Meyers was again receiving treatment in 2010.[31] In November 2011, Meyers was ordered by a French court to pay a restitution of €1,000 and was given a judgment of a suspended sentence for public intoxication 24 months earlier.[32]

On 20 November 2007, his mother, Mary Geraldine "Geri" O'Keeffe, died at Mercy University Hospital, Cork, aged 51, following a short, undisclosed illness.[33]

Rhys Meyers and fiancee Mara Lane had a son, Wolf Rhys Meyers, in December 2016.[34]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	1994
	A Man of No Importance
	First Young Man
	



	1996
	The Killer Tongue
	Rudolph
	



	1996
	Disappearance of Finbar, TheThe Disappearance of Finbar[image: External link]
	Finbar Flynn
	



	1996
	Michael Collins[image: External link]
	Collins's ambusher
	



	1997
	Maker, TheThe Maker[image: External link]
	Josh Minnell
	



	1997
	Telling Lies in America[image: External link]
	Kevin Boyle
	



	1998
	Velvet Goldmine[image: External link]
	Brian Slade
	Nominated—London Critics Circle Film Award for British Newcomer of the Year[image: External link]



	1998
	The Governess[image: External link]
	Henry Cavendish
	



	1998
	B. Monkey[image: External link]
	Bruno
	



	1998
	Tribe, TheThe Tribe[image: External link]
	Adam
	



	1999
	Loss of Sexual Innocence, TheThe Loss of Sexual Innocence[image: External link]
	Young Nic
	



	1999
	Ride with the Devil[image: External link]
	Pitt Mackeson
	



	1999
	Titus[image: External link]
	Chiron
	



	2001
	Prozac Nation[image: External link]
	Noah
	



	2001
	Tangled[image: External link]
	Alan Hammond
	



	2001
	Happy Now
	Mark Wraith
	



	2002
	Bend It Like Beckham[image: External link]
	Joe
	



	2003
	Tesseract, TheThe Tesseract[image: External link]
	Sean
	



	2003
	Octane[image: External link]
	The Father
	



	2003
	I'll Sleep When I'm Dead[image: External link]
	Davey Graham
	



	2003
	The Emperor's Wife
	Chamberlain
	



	2004
	Vanity Fair[image: External link]
	Captain George Osborne
	



	2004
	Alexander[image: External link]
	Cassander[image: External link]
	



	2005
	Match Point[image: External link]
	Chris Wilton
	



	2006
	Mission: Impossible III[image: External link]
	Declan Gormley
	



	2007
	August Rush[image: External link]
	Louis Connelly
	



	2008
	Children of Huang Shi, TheThe Children of Huang Shi[image: External link]
	George Hogg
	



	2008
	A Film with Me in It[image: External link]
	Pierce 2
	Cameo



	2010
	Shelter[image: External link]
	Adam / David / Wesley / Charles / Christian
	Re-released in 2013 under the title 6 Souls.



	2010
	From Paris with Love[image: External link]
	James Reese
	



	2011
	Albert Nobbs[image: External link]
	Viscount Yarrell
	



	2012
	Belle du Seigneur[image: External link]
	Solal
	



	2013
	The Mortal Instruments: City of Bones[image: External link]
	Valentine Morgenstern[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Another Me[image: External link]
	John Moffatt
	



	2015
	Stonewall[image: External link]
	Trevor
	



	2015
	Damascus Cover
	Ari
	Screened at 2015 Cannes Film Festival[35]



	2016
	The Rising[image: External link]
	Padraig Pearse[image: External link]
	Post-production



	2016
	London Town[image: External link]
	Joe Strummer[image: External link]
	



	2016
	The Shadow Effect
	Reese
	



	2017
	Black Butterfly[image: External link]
	Jack
	



	2017
	12th Man
	Kurt Stage
	Filming





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1996
	Samson and Delilah[image: External link]
	Young Samson[image: External link]
	Television film



	2000
	Gormenghast[image: External link]
	Steerpike[image: External link]
	4 episodes



	2002
	The Magnificent Ambersons[image: External link]
	George Amberson Minafer
	Television film



	2003
	The Lion in Winter[image: External link]
	King Philip II[image: External link]
	Television film



	2005
	Elvis[image: External link]
	Elvis Presley[image: External link]
	Television film

Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]

Satellite Award for Best Actor – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]

Nominated—Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Lead Actor in a Miniseries or a Movie[image: External link]



	2007–2010
	The Tudors[image: External link]
	King Henry VIII[image: External link]
	38 episodes

Golden Nymph Award for Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]

Irish Film and Television Award for Best Actor on Television[image: External link]

Nominated—Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Television Series Drama[image: External link] (2008–09)

Nominated—Golden Nymph Award for Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link] (2009–11)

Nominated—Irish Film and Television Award for Best Actor on Television[image: External link] (2009–11)



	2013–2014
	Dracula
	Dracula / Alexander Grayson
	10 episodes

Nominated—People's Choice Award for Favorite Actor in a New TV Series



	2016
	Roots[image: External link]
	Tom Lea
	3 episodes



	2017
	Vikings[image: External link]
	Heahmund[image: External link][36]
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	Year
	Group
	Award
	Result
	Notes



	1999
	London Critics Circle Film Awards[image: External link]
	British Newcomer of the Year
	Nominated
	Velvet Goldmine[image: External link]



	2002
	Venice Film Festival[image: External link]
	Canal Grande Award for the Best Young Promising Actor
	Won
	The Magnificent Ambersons[image: External link]



	2005
	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actor in a Miniseries or a Motion Picture Made for Television
	Won
	Elvis[image: External link]



	2005
	Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Lead Actor in a Miniseries or a Movie
	Nominated
	Elvis[image: External link]



	2005
	Cannes Film Festival[image: External link]
	Outstanding Newcomer
	Won
	Match Point[image: External link]



	2006
	GQ UK[image: External link]
	Men of the Year Awards / Lab Series Man of the Year
	Won
	



	2006
	Golden Globes Awards[image: External link]
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Mini-Series or a Motion Picture Made for Television
	Won
	Elvis[image: External link]



	2008
	Monte-Carlo Television Festival[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actor – Drama Series
	Won
	The Tudors[image: External link]



	2008
	Irish Film and Television Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Lead Role in Television
	Won
	The Tudors[image: External link]



	2008
	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Television Series – Drama
	Nominated
	The Tudors[image: External link]



	2009
	Monte-Carlo Television Festival[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actor – Drama Series
	Nominated
	The Tudors[image: External link]



	2009
	Irish Film and Television Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Lead Role in Television
	Nominated
	The Tudors[image: External link]



	2009
	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Television Series – Drama
	Nominated
	The Tudors[image: External link]



	2010
	Irish Film and Television Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Lead Role in Television
	Nominated
	The Tudors[image: External link]



	2010
	Monte-Carlo Television Festival[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actor – Drama Series
	Nominated
	The Tudors[image: External link]



	2011
	Monte-Carlo Television Festival[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actor – Drama Series
	Nominated
	The Tudors[image: External link]



	2011
	Irish Film and Television Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor in a Lead Role in Television
	Nominated
	The Tudors[image: External link]



	2014
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Actor in a New TV Series
	Nominated
	Dracula



	2014
	The Irish Post Awards[image: External link]
	Legend Award
	Won
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Jessica De Gouw






Jessica Elise De Gouw (born 15 February 1988), sometimes credited as Jess De Gouw, is an Australian[image: External link] actress[image: External link]. She is known for her role as Helena Bertinelli/The Huntress[image: External link] in the television series Arrow[image: External link], as Mina Murray in the NBC TV series, Dracula and as Elizabeth Hawkes in the WGN[image: External link] series, Underground[image: External link].
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 Early life




Jessica grew up in Lesmurdie[image: External link], an eastern suburb of Perth[image: External link], Western Australia[image: External link] where she attended Lesmurdie Senior High School[image: External link].[1] She appeared in an episode of The Sleepover Club[image: External link], as well as a short film. In 2010, she graduated from Curtin University[image: External link] at the age of 22, majoring in performance studies. She also appeared in another short film the same year.[2]
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 Career




De Gouw moved to Sydney[image: External link] in order to have a greater opportunity for acting roles. She appeared in a number of TV series, mostly in guest starring roles. In 2012, she debuted in the film Kath & Kimderella[image: External link] as Isabella, Kath and Kim's maid. She moved to Los Angeles[image: External link] later that year and landed the recurring role of the Helena Bertinelli/The Huntress[image: External link] in the action-adventure series, Arrow[image: External link]. In 2013, De Gouw was cast in the NBC series, Dracula, as Mina Murray, alongside Jonathan Rhys Meyers[2] and Oliver Jackson-Cohen. The series only lasted 10 episodes, and NBC announced on May 9, 2014 that the show will not be renewed for another season. In 2016, De Gouw was cast as fictional abolitionist Elizabeth Hawkes in the WGN series, Underground[image: External link].
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Jessica De Gouw and Oliver Jackson-Cohen started dating in 2013 after starring on Dracula together.[3][4]
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	The Sleepover Club[image: External link]
	Amanda Hart/Shandi
	TV series (Episode: "Fallen Star"); credited as "Jess De Gouw"



	2009
	Bedtime Stories
	Mother
	Short film; credited as "Jess De Gouw"



	2010
	The Ballad of Nick Chopper[5]
	Iva
	Short film



	2011
	Works Well with Others
	Andrea
	Short film; credited as "Jess De Gouw"



	2011
	Underbelly: Razor[image: External link]
	Constable Edie McElroy
	TV series (3 episodes)



	2011
	Crownies[image: External link]
	Melody Kingston
	TV series (Episode 1.20)



	2012
	Tricky Business[image: External link]
	Yvette Bell
	TV series (Episode: "Opportunity Knocks")



	2012
	Kath & Kimderella[image: External link]
	Isabella
	



	2012
	The Dinner Meeting[6]
	Natalie
	Short film; credited as "Jess De Gouw"



	2012
	The Mystery of a Hansom Cab[image: External link]
	Madge
	TV movie



	2012–14
	Arrow[image: External link]
	Helena Bertinelli / Huntress[image: External link]
	Recurring (Seasons 1-2; 4 episodes)



	2014
	These Final Hours[image: External link][7]
	Zoe
	



	2013-14
	Dracula
	Wilhelmina "Mina" Murray
	Main (13 episodes)



	2014
	Cut Snake[image: External link]
	Paula
	



	2015
	Deadline Gallipoli[image: External link]
	
	



	2015
	The Rezort[image: External link]
	Melanie
	



	2016
	Underground[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Hawkes
	



	2016
	The Last Tycoon[image: External link]
	Minna Davis
	Television pilot
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Victoria Smurfit






Victoria Smurfit (born 31 March 1974) is an Irish[image: External link] actress. She is known for her role as Cruella De Vil[image: External link] in Once Upon a Time[image: External link].
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Victoria Smurfit is part of the Smurfit family, one of the richest in Ireland[image: External link], through the Smurfit Kappa Group[image: External link]. The family, headed by Victoria's uncle Michael Smurfit[image: External link], sponsors a number of sporting events including the Smurfit European Open[image: External link] and the Champion Hurdle[image: External link]. The family is also associated with Smurfit Business School in University College Dublin[image: External link] (UCD). She was educated at two Anglican[image: External link] schools, Saint Columba's College, Dublin[image: External link][1] and St. George's School, Ascot[image: External link], England. She did an A level in theatre studies and then went to the Bristol Old Vic theatre school.[2]
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 Career




Smurfit gained fame for her role as Orla O'Connell in the BBC[image: External link] television series Ballykissangel[image: External link] from 1998–99. From 2003–09, she played the lead role of DCI Roisin Connor in Trial & Retribution[image: External link].[3] She also guest starred in the BBC Radio 4[image: External link] series Baldi[image: External link]. In 2011, Smurfit appeared in the Agatha Christie's Marple[image: External link] television episode "The Mirror Cracked From Side to Side".

In 2013, Smurfit costarred as Lady Jane Wetherby in the NBC television period drama Dracula.[4] In 2014, Smurfit began playing the recurring guest role of villainess Cruella de Vil[image: External link] on ABC[image: External link]'s Once Upon a Time[image: External link].[5][6]

She is currently shooting for her role in Homecoming, a film she has described as a "mean girls for grownups." She plays Nikki, the "head mean girl."[7]
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 Personal life




Smurfit married advertising executive Douglas Baxter on 29 July 2000 in Surrey[image: External link], England[image: External link]. She gave birth to their first child, daughter Evie Dorothy Baxter in Dublin, Ireland[image: External link] on 2 November 2004. A second daughter, Ridley Belle Baxter was born in May 2007.[8] Their third child, a boy, was born in November 2008 and named Flynn Alexander Baxter.[9]

In 2012, the family relocated to Santa Monica[image: External link], California[image: External link].[10] In February 2015 it was announced that Smurfit and her husband had filed for divorce.[11]

She writes an opinion blog for The Dubliner[image: External link], which often features anecdotes from her personal life[12] and is a patron of the children's charity World Vision Ireland.[13]
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 Selected credits






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Other notes



	1997
	Ivanhoe[image: External link]
	Rowena
	TV series



	1998
	Berkeley Square[image: External link]
	Hannah Randall
	TV series



	1998
	Ballykissangel[image: External link]
	Orla O'Connell
	TV series, 1998–1999



	2000
	The Wedding Tackle[image: External link]
	Clodagh
	Feature film



	2000
	The Beach[image: External link]
	Weather girl
	Feature film



	2000
	North Square[image: External link]
	Dr. Helen Ferryhough
	TV series, 10 episodes



	2000
	Cold Feet[image: External link]
	Jane Fitzpatrick
	TV series, recurring role, 2000–2001



	2002
	About a Boy[image: External link]
	Suzie
	Feature film



	2003
	Bulletproof Monk[image: External link]
	Nina
	Feature film



	2003
	Trial & Retribution[image: External link]
	DCI[image: External link] Roisin Connor
	TV series, 2003–2009



	2006
	The Shell Seekers[image: External link]
	Olivia Keeling
	Mini-series



	2009
	The Clinic[image: External link]
	Dr. Edel Swift
	TV Series



	2011
	Agatha Christie's Marple[image: External link]
	Ella Blunt
	TV series, 1 episode ("The Mirror Crack'd from Side to Side[image: External link]")



	2013
	Dracula
	Lady Jayne Wetherby
	TV series



	2014
	The Mentalist[image: External link]
	Monica Giraldi
	TV series



	2014–2016
	Once Upon a Time[image: External link]
	Cruella De Vil[image: External link]
	Recurring role (Season 4 & 5):

14 episodes



	2015
	Homecoming
	Nikki
	Feature film
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Oliver Jackson-Cohen






Oliver Mansour Jackson-Cohen (born 24 October 1986)[4] is an English actor and model.[2]
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Jackson-Cohen was born in Westminster[image: External link], London.[5] His mother, Betty Jackson[image: External link], is an English fashion designer, and his father, David Cohen, who is French-Israeli, is his mother's business partner. Because of his French heritage he attended French school at the Lycée Français Charles de Gaulle[image: External link] in London[citation needed[image: External link]] and claims to have a slight French accent.[6][7]

On leaving school, Oliver was advised to treat acting as a hobby rather than a career. After a role in a play at the Lyric Theatre got him an agent, he began attending auditions and put university on hold to apply for a place at drama school in New York. Shortly afterwards he received his first role.[8]

He also studied with Michael Luggio at the Malisa Theatre Academy.[9] "I can safely say that I have never met anyone quite like Michael Luggio. His approach to acting and teaching is incredibly invigorating. He breaks all the barriers down, so you are left with the simplest and most honest performance possible. His classes are built around making the safest environment for his actors, in order for them to discover, learn and rid themselves of fear. It becomes a platform where anything is possible. Michael has helped me more than anyone I have ever met. He continues to bring it back to the craft and makes you feel safe and confident as you make your way out into the industry."[10] He attended the Youngblood Theatre Company at weekends, and at 15 landed a small part in Hollyoaks[image: External link]. After school, he began a degree in French literature lasting "for about two weeks. I hated it." He soon got a job washing vases for a florist to keep him going between auditions. "It wasn't great but when you're that broke you'll do anything."[11]
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 Career




He had a role in the television series Hollyoaks[image: External link] when he was 15,[12] and he later appeared in the ITV[image: External link] series The Time of Your Life[image: External link] in 2007.[13] In 2008, he played Phillip White in the BBC[image: External link] adaptation of Lark Rise to Candleford[image: External link][13] and in the first episode of Bonekickers[image: External link]. He also played Marcus in the short film The Rooftopsmiths by Helen Rowles with Natasha Freeman as Imogen and Philip Marden as Joel.[14] He played Damon in the 2010 film Going the Distance[image: External link] starring Drew Barrymore[image: External link] and Justin Long[image: External link].[15] He starred in the film Faster[image: External link] opposite Dwayne Johnson[image: External link]. In 2011, he starred as Prince William, Duke of Cambridge[image: External link] in a series of Funny or Die[image: External link] videos with Allison Williams[image: External link] as newlywed Kate Middleton[image: External link].[16] Jackson-Cohen stars opposite Cynthia Nixon[image: External link] in the miniseries World Without End[image: External link] as Ralph.[17][18] He appears in Mr Selfridge[image: External link] with Jeremy Piven[image: External link] where he plays the role of Roddy Temple.[19][20][21]

In 2013, Jackson-Cohen was cast as journalist Jonathan Harker in the NBC series Dracula.[22][23][24] In 2014, Oliver Jackson-Cohen was cast as Misha in the film adaptation of Shamim Sarif[image: External link]'s 2004 novel Despite the Falling Snow[image: External link], starring opposite Sam Reid[image: External link], Anthony Head[image: External link], Charles Dance[image: External link] and Rebecca Ferguson[image: External link].[25][26] In March 2014, Jackson-Cohen was cast as James, Duke of York[image: External link] in ITV[image: External link]'s four-part period drama miniseries The Great Fire[image: External link].[27]

It was announced in July 2014 that he will star opposite Sarah Snook[image: External link] in the 2015 ABC[image: External link] convict miniseries The Secret River[image: External link], an adaptation of Kate Grenville[image: External link]'s 2005 novel of the same name[image: External link].[28][29] In 2015, Jackson-Cohen will also star in The Healer with Camilla Luddington[image: External link], Jonathan Pryce[image: External link] and Jorge Garcia[image: External link].[30] In July 2015, it was announced that Oliver Jackson-Cohen joined the cast of Emerald City[image: External link] starring with Adria Arjona[image: External link], Ana Ularu[image: External link], and Gerran Howell[image: External link]. Jackson-Cohen's role is Lucas that is described as handsome, mysterious and quick-witted.[31]
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 Filmography






	Film



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2008
	Rooftopsmiths, TheThe Rooftopsmiths
	Marcus
	Short film



	2010
	Going the Distance[image: External link]
	Damon
	



	2010
	Faster[image: External link]
	Killer
	



	2011
	What's Your Number?[image: External link]
	Eddie Vogel
	



	2012
	Destinée
	Nick
	Short film



	2012
	Raven, TheThe Raven[image: External link]
	John Cantrell
	



	2016
	Despite the Falling Snow[image: External link]
	Misha
	



	2016
	The Healer
	Alec
	In post-production






	Television



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2002
	Hollyoaks[image: External link]
	Jean-Pierre[32]
	Unknown episodes



	2007
	Time of Your Life, TheThe Time of Your Life[image: External link]
	Marcus
	Series 1, episode 4



	2008
	Lark Rise to Candleford[image: External link]
	Phillip White
	Main cast (series 1); 8 episodes



	2008
	Bonekickers[image: External link]
	Colm
	Episode: "Army of God[image: External link]"



	2012
	World Without End[image: External link]
	Ralph Fitzgerald
	Miniseries; 8 episodes



	2013
	Mr Selfridge[image: External link]
	Roderick 'Roddy' Temple
	6 episodes



	2013–14
	Dracula
	Jonathan Harker
	Main cast; 10 episodes



	2014
	Great Fire, TheThe Great Fire[image: External link]
	James, Duke of York[image: External link]
	Miniseries; 4 episodes



	2017
	Emerald City[image: External link]
	Lucas / Roan
	Main cast






	Web



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	Will & Kate: Before Happily Ever After
	Prince William[image: External link]
	4 episodes
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Katie McGrath






Katie McGrath is an Irish actress who is best known for portraying Morgana[image: External link] on the BBC One[image: External link] show Merlin[image: External link] (2008–2012), Lucy Westenra on the British-American series Dracula (2013), Zara Young in the science fiction adventure film Jurassic World[image: External link] (2015), the lead role in the Canadian horror series Slasher[image: External link] (2016) and Lena Luthor[image: External link] in Supergirl[image: External link]. (2016–present).
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 Early life




McGrath was raised in Ashford, County Wicklow[image: External link], Ireland by Paul, who works with computers, and Mary, who works for Lainey Keog, an Irish designer. She has two older brothers, Rory, an online media manager, and Sean, who is a post-production producer.[2] She studied the International Baccalaureate at St. Andrew's College[image: External link] before graduating from Trinity College, Dublin[image: External link] with a degree in history with a focus in Russian history.[3]
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 Career




McGrath originally wanted to work in fashion journalism and took a job at Image[image: External link] magazine,[3] before becoming a wardrobe assistant on the set of The Tudors[image: External link]. While working on The Tudors, McGrath was advised to try acting, so she sent photographs around to Irish agents.[4] She said:


Being an actress was kind of like when you’re a kid, and you want to run away and join the circus, it's something you really want to do, but then you grew up and got a proper job. It was a dream, but I didn’t think it would ever be reality, and yet here I am![4]



McGrath was cast in Damage, an Irish TV-movie in 2007. She also starred in Bedrock Productions's play La Marea at the Dublin Theatre Festival[image: External link] in the same year.[5] She appeared in the feature films Eden and Freakdog[image: External link] in 2008, before being cast as Morgana Pendragon in Merlin[image: External link].[6]

In 2009, McGrath starred in a five-part docudrama[image: External link] for Channel 4[image: External link] exploring the life of Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link], The Queen[image: External link], in which she played a young Princess Margaret[image: External link].[7] Emilia Fox[image: External link] portrayed Elizabeth II in the same episode in which McGrath appeared; the two had previously worked together as sisters Morgause[image: External link] and Morgana[image: External link] in Merlin[image: External link]. In 2010, McGrath was cast in Madonna[image: External link]'s directorial debut W.E.[image: External link], an Edward VIII[image: External link] biopic. McGrath played Lady Furness[image: External link], the king's former mistress who introduces him to Wallis Simpson[image: External link].[8]

2011 saw McGrath film the comedy-drama A Princess for Christmas[image: External link] in Romania.[9] In September 2011, McGrath voice-acted the lead character in the Irish animated short film Tríd an Stoirm (Through the Storm).[10] Later that month, McGrath was cast as Oriane Congost in Labyrinth[image: External link].[11]

McGrath was reunited with her The Tudors co-star and close friend Jonathan Rhys Meyers in NBC and Sky Living's horror drama TV series Dracula; she portrayed Lucy Westenra.[12] In June 2013, McGrath co-starred in episode four of the Channel 4 show Dates[image: External link] as a young lesbian on the dating scene alongside Gemma Chan[image: External link].[13] In November 2014, McGrath co-starred in a Hozier[image: External link] music video for the song "From Eden".[14]

In 2015, McGrath had a supporting role as Zara in the film Jurassic World[image: External link][15] and starred in the Crackle[image: External link] original spy-thriller, The Throwaways[image: External link].[16]

McGrath is the lead actress in Chiller’s original series Slasher[image: External link] which premiered on 4 March 2016.[17]

In 2016, it was announced that McGrath would play the recurring role of Lena Luthor[image: External link] in season 2 of Supergirl[image: External link].[18][19] She appeared in the season 2 premier episode entitled "The Adventures of Supergirl"[20] and was promoted to a series regular in March 2017 for their third season.[21] She co-starred in Guy Ritchie[image: External link]'s King Arthur: Legend of the Sword[image: External link] which was released in 2017.[1] In 2017, the movie Buttons in which she plays one of the main characters will premiere on PBS.
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 Filmography






	Film roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	Pebble
	Tara
	Short film



	2011
	W.E.[image: External link]
	Lady Thelma Furness[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Tríd an Stoirm
	Alice/Banshee
	Short film; voice role



	2014
	Leading Lady
	Jodi Rutherford
	



	2015
	Jurassic World[image: External link]
	Zara Young
	



	2015
	The Throwaways[image: External link]
	Gloria Miller
	



	2017
	King Arthur: Legend of the Sword[image: External link]
	Elsa[1]
	






	Television roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	Damage
	Rachel
	Television movie



	2008
	Eden
	Trisha
	



	2008
	Tudors, TheThe Tudors[image: External link]
	Bess
	Episode: "His Majesty's Pleasure[image: External link]"



	2008
	Freakdog[image: External link]
	Harriet Chambers
	



	2008
	Roaring Twenties, TheThe Roaring Twenties
	Vixen
	Television miniseries



	2008–2012
	Merlin[image: External link]
	Morgana Pendragon[image: External link]
	Main role, 57 episodes



	2009
	Queen, TheThe Queen[image: External link]
	Princess Margaret[image: External link]
	Episode: "Margaret"



	2011
	Princess for Christmas, AA Princess for Christmas[image: External link]
	Jules Daly
	Television movie



	2012
	Labyrinth[image: External link]
	Oriane Congost
	Television miniseries



	2013
	Dates[image: External link]
	Kate Foster
	Episode: "Erica and Kate"



	2013
	Dracula
	Lucy Westenra
	Main role, 10 episodes



	2016
	Slasher[image: External link]
	Sarah Bennett
	Main role, 8 episodes



	2016–present
	Supergirl[image: External link]
	Lena Luthor[image: External link]
	Recurring role (season 2); Main role (season 3); 12 episodes



	2016
	Frontier[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Carruthers
	Recurring role



	2017
	Buttons
	Unknown Role
	Television movie[22][23]
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 Music videos






	Year
	Title
	Artist



	2014
	From Eden[image: External link]
	Hozier[image: External link]
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result
	Refs



	2009
	Monte-Carlo TV Festival
	Outstanding Actress - Drama Series
	Merlin[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[24]



	2011
	Monte-Carlo TV Festival
	Outstanding Actress - Drama Series
	Merlin[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[25]
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Colin Callender






Sir Colin Nigel Callender CBE[image: External link] (born May 1952) is an English television, film and theater producer working primarily in the United States where he is CEO at Playground Entertainment. He was the founder of The Callender Company production company in 1983 and began working for HBO[image: External link] in 1987. In 1999 he was made President of HBO Films[image: External link], a position he held until 2008. In 2010 Callender founded Playground Entertainment.[1]
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 Early life and education




Born to a Jewish[image: External link] family[2][3] in London in 1952, Callender holds a BA with Honors in Philosophy and Politics from the University of East Anglia[image: External link].
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 Early career




Callender started working in British television during the 1970s, taking a job at ITV network in Granada. Later he became the head of Primetime Television and founded The Callender Company. In 1982 Callender produced the television adaptation of the Royal Shakespeare Company[image: External link]’s stage production of Charles Dickens[image: External link]' The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby: Part One[image: External link] and The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby: Part Two[image: External link] in 1983. The plays were performed at the Old Vic[image: External link] theater in London[image: External link], which was transformed into a television studio for the production. It was broadcast on the WNEW and syndicated in the US[4] where it won the Emmy Award for Outstanding Miniseries.[5] He produced the shows as a part of his role as managing director of the independent British television company Primetime Television.[6]

In 1983, Callender founded his own production company The Callender Company Ltd.[7] Callender was producer for the television movie Mr. Halpern and Mr. Johnson[image: External link] in 1983, in addition to the television adaptations of The Captain's Doll[image: External link] and Separate Tables[image: External link]. In 1984 he began producing the Scrabble[image: External link] television game show, and in 1985 he produced the television films White City and Time Slip.[8] In 1987 the company produced the official British entry to the Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] The Belly of an Architect[image: External link].[9] The company also produced the film Madame Sousatzka[image: External link], for which Shirley MacLaine[image: External link] won the 1988 Golden Globe for Best Actress in a Drama[image: External link]. In 1987 Callender also produced episodes of the television series The Last Resort with Jonathan Ross and The Bretts for Masterpiece Theater[image: External link].[8]
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 HBO




In 1987, Callender was made the executive producer for HBO Showcase[image: External link], HBO's newly formed East coast film production unit.[10] During his tenure he was the executive producer for nearly twenty television films for HBO.[8] In 1996 he and Jeffrey Bewkes[image: External link] (HBO's CEO at the time) created HBO NYC, a new film division for HBO, resulting in Callender's becoming the head of HBO NYC and the closing of HBO Showcase. He was interviewed by the New York Times[image: External link] in 1998 about the new division, and stated that, "One of our challenges is to take serious subjects, even risky subjects, and treat the material seriously, but give it some pizzaz and flair.... We don't want to end up with something that feels 'good for you.' We try to discover the entertainment value, to make something people want to watch."[11] During Callender's time there, HBO NYC produced films including If These Walls Could Talk[image: External link],[12] and In the Gloaming[image: External link].[13]

In April 1999, Callender was promoted to president of HBO Original Movies, later renamed HBO Films.[14] In 2004 Callender spoke to the New York Times after HBO's Elephant[image: External link] won the Palme d'Or[image: External link], and stated that he felt that cable television was becoming a refuge of nonconformity for American media.[15] In 2006 he was awarded the Humanitas Prize[image: External link] Kieser Award, given to an individual whose work has helped to promote a greater appreciation for the dignity of each member of the human family.[16] Over his 21-year career at HBO, Fox News[image: External link] stated that Callender was "responsible for HBO receiving dozens, if not hundreds, of Emmy and Golden Globe nominations".[17] The total of wins for projects overseen by Callender included 104 Emmy awards[image: External link], 29 Golden Globe Awards[image: External link],[18] nine Peabody Awards[image: External link], and twelve Humanitas Prizes.[16] Projects that Callender oversaw at HBO Films included Angels in America[image: External link], John Adams[image: External link], The Pacific[image: External link], Empire Falls[image: External link], and Recount[image: External link]. He also oversaw motion pictures including My Big Fat Greek Wedding[image: External link], Maria Full of Grace[image: External link], and American Splendor[image: External link].[19]
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 Playground




In 2008, Callender left HBO Films and stated he would form his own production company.[20] That year he was named number 20 on The Daily Telegraph[image: External link]′s list of the most influential Britons in America.[21] In 2010 he founded Playground.[1] In 2012 Playground was in discussions to produce the first original mini-series and movies for Netflix[image: External link].[22] For the Starz[image: External link] network, Callender was the producer for the second season of the television show Magic City[image: External link] and the executive producer for the networks' Emmy[image: External link] and Golden Globe[image: External link] nominated television mini-series The White Queen[image: External link].[23] In 2013, he also served as executive producer for NBC's drama Dracula,[24] as well as producing the Emmy and Golden Globe nominated television mini-series Dancing on the Edge for the BBC[image: External link].[25] In conjunction with Sports Illustrated[image: External link], Callender executive produced the sports documentary series Sport in America: Our Defining Stories, which aired on Callender's old network HBO[image: External link].[26] He is also the executive producer for Golden Globe nominated limited series The Missing[image: External link]. In 2015 Callender produced the PBS television miniseries Wolf Hall, after purchasing the rights to Hilary Mantel's Wolf Hall[image: External link] and Bring Up the Bodies in 2012 from the author.[27] In March 2015, Callender announced the start of production of The Dresser,[28] a television adaptation of Ronald Harwood's play The Dresser for Starz and the BBC[image: External link]. Callender is also currently developing adaptations of Howards End and Dangerous Liaisons for the BBC.[29]

On the stage, Callender and his company produced the play Lucky Guy by the late Nora Ephron[image: External link], which tells the story of tabloid reporter Mike McAlary[image: External link], winner of a 1998 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link].[30] The play became the highest grossing play in Broadway history, recouping its capitalization budget within eight weeks, nominated for six Tonys with two wins.[31] In 2014, Callender produced Harvey Fierstein's stageplay Casa Valentina nominated for four Tonys[32] and a revival of Hedwig And The Angry Inch[33] for which he won the Tony Award for Best Musical Revival.[34] Also in 2014, he produced Sir Kenneth Branagh's New York stage debut in Macbeth[35] at the Park Avenue Armory and was a co-producer on Jez Butterworth's The River[36] starring Hugh Jackman[image: External link]. He also earned the rights to the latest Harry Potter installment, a stage play being produced in London[29] entitled Harry Potter and the Cursed Child[image: External link] run on London's West End.[37]
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 Personal life




He is married to attorney Elizabeth Gaine with whom he has two daughters, Caroline and Charlotte. He also has a son Ian from a previous marriage. Callender was appointed Commander of the Order of the British Empire[image: External link] in the 2003 Birthday Honours[image: External link] for services to the UK film and television industries in the USA[38][39] and was knighted[image: External link] in the 2016 New Year Honours[image: External link] for services to the British creative industries.[40]
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Daniel Knauf






"Wilfred Schmidt" redirects here. For the English footballer who was born Wilfred Schmidt, see Wilf Smith (footballer born 1946)[image: External link].

Daniel Knauf, sometimes credited under the pseudonyms Wilfred Schmidt and Chris Neal, is an American television writer[image: External link] and producer[image: External link], as well as comic book writer[image: External link], best known for his creation of the 2003 HBO[image: External link] series Carnivàle[image: External link].
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Born and raised in Los Angeles[image: External link], Knauf attended several colleges in South California[image: External link] studying fine art[image: External link], and later graduated from the California State University, Los Angeles[image: External link] with a bachelor's degree[image: External link] in English in 1982.[4] He began work as an employee benefits[image: External link] consultant and later a health insurance[image: External link] broker[image: External link], writing once he was able to support himself and his family financially.[3][4] Hoping to become a screenwriter[image: External link], Knauf's first draft of Carnivàle[image: External link], written in 1992,[2] was 180 pages long and twice the length of the average feature film[image: External link].[5] Convinced the screenplay[image: External link] could not work as either a standard television series or a film, he put it aside, planning to one day adapt it into a novel.[2] Carnivàle evolved as a result of Knauf's childhood fascination with carnivals and his interest in "freaks", due in part to the childhood polio[image: External link] that confined his father to a wheelchair, which Knauf felt his father was defined by.[2][3] After meeting with a number of television writers at a Writers Guild of America[image: External link] retreat in the mid-90s, he started to think that his screenplay might work as a television piece. He took the first act and reworked it as a television pilot[image: External link], but shelved the script again when he could not get the project produced.[3]

Knauf went on to write the 1994 HBO-produced television movie[image: External link] Blind Justice[image: External link],[6] and, during a low-point in his screenwriting career, created his own website, posting his resume and Carnivàle's first act online.[3] He created the 2001 television pilot[image: External link] Honey Vicarro and was a writer and consulting producer for the television series Wolf Lake[image: External link]. He was also writer and director on the 2002 film Dark Descent[image: External link] (his sole directing credit)[4] before a television production scout brought Carnivàle to television producers Scott Winant[image: External link] and Howard Klein[image: External link], who brought it to HBO where the series ended up being produced,[6] twelve years after Knauf had first drafted the script.[3]

Since Carnivàle was cancelled in 2005, Knauf has moved on to write for television series Supernatural[image: External link] and Standoff[image: External link] also serving as a co-executive producer on Standoff[image: External link]. He worked as a writer for the Christian Slater[image: External link] drama My Own Worst Enemy[image: External link] in 2008.

He and his son Charles Knauf have written issues 7–18 and 21–28 of Iron Man[image: External link] for Marvel Comics[image: External link],[7] as well as volume #2 of The Eternals[image: External link] since its 2006 revival after over thirty years.[8][9] He will also write a Captain America Theater of War: Zero-Point story set during World War II, and has submitted a draft to Sci Fi Channel for an adaptation of The Phantom[image: External link].

He was a consulting producer for the latter part of the first season of historical action drama Spartacus: Blood and Sand[image: External link]. Knauf wrote two episodes for the first season. Knauf co-wrote with Andrea Berloff and Caleb Pinkett the script for a mystery thriller The Legend of Cain,[10] but it has not been produced.

Knauf was the writer and showrunner of the short-lived NBC series, Dracula, before joining the staff of The Blacklist[image: External link] with the beginning of season two.
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	Year
	TItle
	Credit
	Notes



	2012
	Bxx: Haunted
	Writer & Executive Producer
	



	2002
	Dark Descent[image: External link]
	Writer & Director
	as Wilfred Schmidt
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	Year
	TItle
	Credit
	Notes



	2014-2015
	The Blacklist[image: External link]
	Writer & Co-Executive Producer
	6 episodes



	2013–2014
	Dracula
	Writer & Executive Producer
	



	2010
	Spartacus: Blood and Sand[image: External link]
	Writer & Consulting Producer
	6 episodes



	2009
	The Phantom
	Writer
	2 episodes



	2008
	My Own Worst Enemy[image: External link]
	Writer & Co-Executive Producer
	6 episodes



	Fear Itself[image: External link]
	Writer
	Family Man (#1.3)



	2006–2007
	Standoff[image: External link]
	Writer, Consulting Producer & Co-Executive Producer
	11 episodes



	2006
	Supernatural[image: External link]
	Writer
	Something Wicked (#1.18)



	2003–2005
	Carnivàle[image: External link]
	Creator, Writer & Executive Producer
	24 episodes



	2001–2002
	Wolf Lake[image: External link]
	Writer & Consulting Producer
	7 episodes



	2001
	Honey Vicarro
	Writer & Executive Producer
	TV Movie



	1994
	Blind Justice
	Writer
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Iron Man[image: External link] writer

2006–present

(with Charles Knauf)
	Succeeded by

Matt Fraction[image: External link]
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Gareth Neame






Gareth Elwin Neame OBE[image: External link] (born 8 March 1967) is a British Emmy[image: External link] and Golden Globe[image: External link] award winning television producer and executive. As an executive at the BBC[image: External link], Neame was responsible for bringing a new wave of popular dramas to the screen including Spooks[image: External link] (MI5), State of Play[image: External link], Hustle[image: External link] and New Tricks[image: External link]. Neame’s strategy significantly enhanced the independent production sector as a source of quality and commercial scripted television programmes.
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 Early life




Neame is the fourth generation of a family that has made a significant contribution to cinema and television over the past century.[1] His great-grandparents were the photographer and pioneer filmmaker Elwin Neame (1885-1923) and the film actress Ivy Close[image: External link] (1890-1968). Neame’s grandfather was the director, producer, cinematographer and writer Ronald Neame[image: External link] CBE (1911-2010), his great uncle was the author and screenwriter Derek Neame (1915-1979) and his father was the writer and producer Christopher Elwin Neame[image: External link] (1942-2011).

He attended the independent Seaford College[image: External link] in West Sussex[image: External link]. He read English and Drama at the University of Birmingham[image: External link].
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 Career




Since 2004, he has been Managing Director of Carnival Films, the respected British studio which has produced popular television series such as Poirot[image: External link], Traffik[image: External link], Jeeves and Wooster[image: External link], Hotel Babylon[image: External link] and Whitechapel[image: External link]. In 2008, Neame sold the company to NBCUniversal[image: External link][2] as the cornerstone of its new international TV studios, producing shows such as The Philanthropist[image: External link] for NBC and the highly successful series Downton Abbey[image: External link].[3] Neame originally proposed the idea for the drama to its writer Julian Fellowes[image: External link][4] and has Executive Produced all episodes of the show which has won numerous national and international awards, as well as receiving a Guinness World Record[image: External link] for the highest critical review ratings for a TV show ever. Neame was also honoured by The Producer's Guild of America[image: External link] with the David L. Wolper[image: External link] award for outstanding producer of long-form television. Under Neame’s stewardship, Carnival also produced the BAFTA award winning best mini series The Lost Honour of Christopher Jefferies, and best drama serial Any Human Heart[image: External link] and was recognised at both the Broadcast awards and Bulldog awards as best production company in 2011 and 2012 respectively. In August 2015 Neame accepted a BAFTA Special Award in recognition of Downton Abbey's outstanding global success, alongside Julian Fellowes and members of the cast.[5]

Neame was named by GQ magazine as one of the 100 most connected men in Britain in March 2014 [6] and in December 2014 was announced by 10 Downing Street[image: External link] as an Ambassador of the GREAT Britain campaign.[7] Neame has also been interviewed as part of the Archive of American Television[image: External link].[8]
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Neame was appointed Officer of the Order of the British Empire[image: External link] (OBE) in the 2016 Birthday Honours[image: External link] for services to drama.[9]

When Neame discovered that a portrait of his great-grandmother Ivy Close - which had been painted by Sir Arthur Hacker[image: External link] after she won the Daily Mirror[image: External link]'s contest to find the World's Most Beautiful Woman, exhibited at the Royal Academy[image: External link] in London, and used to fill the newspaper's front page on 4 May 1908 - was in the collection of the Ferens Art Gallery[image: External link] in Hull[image: External link] but not on display because it required restoration, he paid for the necessary work.[10]
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Hungary






This article is about the country. For other uses, see Hungary (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 47°N 20°E[image: External link]



	
Hungary


Magyarország  ( Hungarian[image: External link])






	


	
	



	Flag[image: External link]
	Coat of arms[image: External link]








	

Anthem: " Himnusz[image: External link]" ( Hungarian[image: External link])[1]

"Hymn"







	Capital

and largest city

	
Budapest[image: External link]

47°26′N 19°15′E[image: External link]




	Official language

and national language

	
Hungarian[image: External link][2]




	
Ethnic groups[image: External link] (2011)

	


	80.7% Hungarians[image: External link]


	14.7% not declared

	3.1% Roma[image: External link]


	1.3% Germans[image: External link][3]










	Religion
	


	76% Christianity[image: External link]


	21% No religion[image: External link]


	3% Other religions[4]










	Demonym[image: External link]
	Hungarian[image: External link]



	Government[image: External link]
	Unitary[image: External link] parliamentary[image: External link]

constitutional republic[image: External link]



	
•  President[image: External link]



	János Áder[image: External link]



	
• Prime Minister[image: External link]



	Viktor Orbán[image: External link]



	
• Speaker of the National Assembly[image: External link]



	László Kövér[image: External link]



	Legislature
	
Országgyűlés[image: External link] (National Assembly)




	Foundation[image: External link]



	
• Principality of Hungary[image: External link]



	895[5]




	
• Christian Kingdom[image: External link]



	25 December 1000[6]




	
• Golden Bull of 1222[image: External link]



	24 April 1222



	
• Battle of Mohács[image: External link]



	29 August 1526



	
•  Liberation[image: External link] of Buda[image: External link]



	2 September 1686



	
• Revolution of 1848[image: External link]



	15 March 1848



	
• Austro-Hungarian Empire[image: External link]



	20 March 1867



	
• Treaty of Trianon[image: External link]



	4 June 1920



	
• Third Republic[image: External link]



	23 October 1989



	
•  Joined[image: External link] the European Union[image: External link]



	1 May 2004



	Area[image: External link]



	
• Total


	93,030[7] km2 (35,920 sq mi) ( 108th[image: External link])



	
• Water (%)


	0.74%



	Population[image: External link]



	
• 2016 estimate


	9,830,485[8] ( 88th[image: External link])



	
• Density


	105.9/km2 (274.3/sq mi) ( 103rd[image: External link])



	
GDP[image: External link] ( PPP[image: External link])

	2017 estimate



	
• Total


	$284.266 billion[9] ( 57th[image: External link])



	
• Per capita


	$28,965[9] ( 45th[image: External link])



	
GDP[image: External link] (nominal)

	2017 estimate



	
• Total


	$125.297 billion[9] ( 58th[image: External link])



	
• Per capita


	$12,767[9] ( 54th[image: External link])



	
Gini[image: External link] (2014)

	 27.9[10]

low ·  16th[image: External link]




	
HDI[image: External link] (2015)

	 0.836[11]

very high ·  43rd[image: External link]




	Currency
	
Forint[image: External link] ( HUF[image: External link])



	Time zone
	
CET[image: External link] ( UTC[image: External link]+1)




	
• Summer ( DST[image: External link])


	
CEST[image: External link] ( UTC[image: External link]+2)



	Date format
	yyyy/mm/dd



	Drives on the[image: External link]
	right



	Calling code[image: External link]
	+36[image: External link]



	Patron saint[image: External link]
	Virgin Mary[image: External link]



	ISO 3166 code[image: External link]
	HU[image: External link]



	Internet TLD[image: External link]
	
.hu[image: External link]a




	


	Also .eu[image: External link] as part of the European Union.










Hungary ( i[image: External link]/'h^NGgeri /[image: External link]; Hungarian[image: External link]: Magyarország [ˈmɒɟɒrorsaːɡ][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link])) is a unitary[image: External link] parliamentary republic[image: External link] in Central Europe[image: External link].[2] It covers an area of 93,030 square kilometres (35,920 sq mi), situated in the Carpathian Basin[image: External link], and is bordered by Slovakia[image: External link] to the north, Romania[image: External link] to the east, Serbia[image: External link] to the south, Croatia[image: External link] to the southwest, Slovenia[image: External link] to the west, Austria[image: External link] to the northwest, and Ukraine[image: External link] to the northeast.[12] With about 10 million inhabitants, Hungary is a medium-sized member state[image: External link] of the European Union[image: External link]. The official language[image: External link] is Hungarian[image: External link], which is the most widely spoken Uralic language[image: External link] in the world.[13] Hungary's capital is Budapest[image: External link] and its largest city and metropolis[image: External link], a significant economic hub, classified as global city[image: External link].[14] Major urban areas include Debrecen[image: External link], Szeged[image: External link], Miskolc[image: External link], Pécs[image: External link] and Győr[image: External link].

Following centuries of successive habitation by Celts[image: External link], Romans[image: External link], Slavs[image: External link], Gepids[image: External link] and Avars[image: External link], the foundation of Hungary was laid in the late 9th century by the Hungarian[image: External link] grand prince Árpád[image: External link] in the conquest of the Carpathian Basin[image: External link].[15] His great-grandson Stephen I[image: External link] ascended to the throne in 1000, converting the country to a Christian kingdom[image: External link]. By the 12th century, Hungary became a middle power within the Western world, reaching a golden age by the 15th century[image: External link].[16] Following the Battle of Mohács[image: External link] in 1526 and about 150 years of partial Ottoman occupation[image: External link] (1541–1699), Hungary came under Habsburg rule[image: External link], and later formed the great power[image: External link] Austro–Hungarian Empire[image: External link] together with Austria[image: External link].[17]

Hungary's current borders were established in 1920 by the Treaty of Trianon[image: External link] after World War I[image: External link], when the country lost 71% of its territory, 58% of its population, and 32% of ethnic Hungarians[image: External link].[18][19][20] Following the interwar period[image: External link], Hungary joined the Axis Powers[image: External link] in World War II[image: External link], suffering significant damage and casualties. Hungary became a satellite state of the Soviet Union[image: External link], which contributed to the establishment of a socialist republic spanning four decades[image: External link] (1947–1989). The country gained widespread international attention regarding the Revolution of 1956[image: External link] and the seminal opening of its previously-restricted border with Austria in 1989[image: External link], which accelerated the collapse of the Eastern Bloc[image: External link].[21][22] On 23 October 1989, Hungary again became a democratic[image: External link] parliamentary republic[image: External link].

In the 21st century, Hungary is a middle power[image: External link] and has the world's 57th largest economy by nominal GDP[image: External link], as well as the 58th largest by PPP[image: External link], out of 191 countries measured by IMF[image: External link]. As a substantial actor in several industrial and technological sectors, it is the world's 35th largest exporter[image: External link] and 34th largest importer[image: External link] of goods. Hungary is an OECD[image: External link] high-income economy[image: External link] with a very high standard of living[image: External link]. It keeps up a social security[image: External link] and universal health care[image: External link] system, and a tuition-free university education[image: External link]. Hungary performs well in international rankings[image: External link]: it is 20th in quality of life[image: External link], 24th in Good Country Index[image: External link], 28th in inequality-adjusted human development[image: External link], 32nd in the Social Progress Index[image: External link], 33rd in Global Innovation Index[image: External link] and ranks as the 15th safest country[image: External link] in the world.

Hungary joined the European Union[image: External link] in 2004 and has been part of the Schengen Area[image: External link] since 2007.[23] Hungary is a member of the United Nations[image: External link], NATO[image: External link], WTO[image: External link], World Bank[image: External link], the AIIB[image: External link], the Council of Europe[image: External link] and Visegrád Group[image: External link]. Well known for its rich cultural[image: External link] history, Hungary has contributed significantly to arts[image: External link], music[image: External link], literature[image: External link], sports[image: External link] and science and technology[image: External link]. Hungary is the 11th most popular[image: External link] country as a tourist destination[image: External link] in Europe, attracting 14.3 million international tourists in 2015.[24] It is home to the largest thermal water[image: External link] cave system and the second largest thermal lake[image: External link] in the world, the largest lake in Central Europe[image: External link], and the largest natural grasslands in Europe[image: External link].[25]
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Main article: Name of Hungary[image: External link]


The "H" in the name of Hungary (and Latin Hungaria) is most likely due to early ill-founded historical associations with the Huns[image: External link], who had settled Hungary prior to the Avars[image: External link]. The rest of the word comes from the Latinized form of Medieval Greek[image: External link] Oungroi (Οὔγγροι). According to an explanation the Greek name was borrowed from Proto-Slavic[image: External link] Ǫgǔri (Ѫгъри), in turn borrowed from Oghur-Turkic[image: External link] Onogur[image: External link] ('ten [tribes of the] Ogurs[image: External link]'). Onogur was the collective name for the tribes who later joined the Bulgar[image: External link] tribal confederacy that ruled the eastern parts of Hungary after the Avars. The Hungarians likely belonged to the Onogur tribal alliance and it is quite possible they became its ethnic majority.[26][27]

The Hungarian endonym is Magyarország, composed of magyar ('Hungarian') and ország ('country'). The word magyar is taken from the name of one of the seven major semi-nomadic Hungarian tribes, magyeri.[28][29][30] The first element magy is likely from Proto-Ugric[image: External link] *mäńć- 'man, person', also found in the name of the Mansi people[image: External link] (mäńćī, mańśi, måńś). The second element eri, 'man, men, lineage', survives in Hungarian férj 'husband', and is cognate with Mari[image: External link] erge 'son', Finnish[image: External link] archaic yrkä 'young man'.[31]
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 Before 895




Main articles: Hungarian prehistory[image: External link] and Hungarian mythology[image: External link]


The Roman Empire[image: External link] conquered the territory west of the Danube[image: External link] between 35 and 9 BC. From 9 BC to the end of the 4th century, Pannonia[image: External link] was part of the Roman Empire, located within part of later Hungary's territory. Here, a 600-strong Roman legion created the settlement Aquincum[image: External link] in AD 41–54. A civil city grew gradually in the neighborhood of the military settlement, and in AD 106 Aquincum became the focal point of the commercial life of this area and the capital city of the Pannonian Inferior region. This area now corresponds to the Óbuda[image: External link] district of Budapest, with the Roman ruins now forming part of the modern Aquincum museum.[32] Later came the Huns[image: External link], who built a powerful empire. After Hunnish rule, the Germanic Ostrogoths[image: External link], Lombards[image: External link], and Gepids, and the polyethnic[image: External link] Avars[image: External link], had a presence in the Carpathian Basin[image: External link].[33]

In the 9th century, East Francia[image: External link], the First Bulgarian Empire[image: External link] and Great Moravia[image: External link] ruled the territory of the Carpathian Basin. The land was inhabited mainly by Avars[image: External link]. The Magyars[image: External link] advancing through the Carpathian Basin encountered the Hungarian-speaking Székely[image: External link] people who inhabited the land at that time.[34] Both contemporary sources[35][36] and a growing amount of archaeological evidence suggests that groups of the Avars survived the disintegration of their empire.

The freshly unified Hungarians[image: External link][37] led by Árpád[image: External link] settled in the Carpathian Basin starting in 895.[36][38] According to linguistic evidence, they originated from an ancient Uralic[image: External link]-speaking population that formerly inhabited the forested area between the Volga River[image: External link] and the Ural Mountains[image: External link].[39]
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 Medieval Hungary 895–1526




Main articles: Principality of Hungary[image: External link] and Kingdom of Hungary in the Middle Ages[image: External link]


As a federation of united tribes, Hungary was established in 895[image: External link], some 50 years after the division of the Carolingian Empire[image: External link] at the Treaty of Verdun[image: External link] in 843, before the unification of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms[image: External link]. Initially, the rising Principality of Hungary[image: External link] ("Western Tourkia" in medieval Greek sources)[40] was a state consisting of a semi-nomadic people. It accomplished an enormous transformation into a Christian realm during the 10th century.[41]

This state was well-functioning and the nation's military power allowed the Hungarians to conduct successful fierce campaigns and raids[image: External link] from Constantinople[image: External link] to as far as today's Spain.[41] The Hungarians defeated no fewer than three major East Frankish Imperial Armies[image: External link] between 907 and 910.[42] A later defeat at the Battle of Lechfeld[image: External link] in 955 signaled a provisory end to most campaigns on foreign territories, at least towards the West.
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 Age of Árpádian kings




Main article: Árpád dynasty[image: External link]


The year 972 marked the date when the ruling prince ( Hungarian[image: External link]: fejedelem) Géza[image: External link] of the Árpád dynasty[image: External link] officially started to integrate Hungary into the Christian Western Europe.[43] His first-born son, Saint Stephen I[image: External link], became the first King of Hungary[image: External link] after defeating his pagan[image: External link] uncle Koppány[image: External link], who also claimed the throne. Under Stephen, Hungary was recognized as a Catholic Apostolic Kingdom[image: External link].[44] Applying to Pope Sylvester II[image: External link], Stephen received the insignia of royalty (including probably a part of the Holy Crown of Hungary[image: External link], currently kept in the Hungarian Parliament[image: External link]) from the papacy.

By 1006, Stephen had consolidated his power, and started sweeping reforms to convert Hungary into a Western feudal state[image: External link]. The country switched to using the Latin language[image: External link], and until as late as 1844, Latin remained the official language of Hungary. Hungary became a powerful kingdom.[45] Ladislaus I[image: External link] extended Hungary's frontier in Transylvania and invaded Croatia[image: External link] in 1091.[46][47][48][49] The Croatian campaign culminated in the Battle of Gvozd Mountain[image: External link] in 1097 and a personal union of Croatia and Hungary[image: External link] in 1102, ruled by Coloman[image: External link] i.e. Könyves Kálmán.[50]

The most powerful and wealthiest king of the Árpád dynasty was Béla III[image: External link], who disposed of the equivalent of 23 tonnes of pure silver a year. This exceeded the income of the French king (estimated at 17 tonnes) and was double the receipts of the English Crown.[51]

Andrew II[image: External link] issued the Diploma Andreanum[image: External link] which secured the special privileges of the Transylvanian Saxons[image: External link] and is considered the first Autonomy[image: External link] law in the world.[52] He led the Fifth Crusade[image: External link] to the Holy Land[image: External link] in 1217, setting up the largest royal army in the history of Crusades. His Golden Bull of 1222[image: External link] was the first constitution in Continental Europe[image: External link]. The lesser nobles also began to present Andrew with grievances, a practice that evolved into the institution of the parliament (parlamentum publicum).

In 1241–1242, the kingdom received a major blow with the Mongol (Tatar) Invasion[image: External link]. Up to half of Hungary's then population of 2,000,000 were victims of the invasion.[53] King Béla IV let Cumans[image: External link] and Jassic people[image: External link] into the country, who were fleeing the Mongols.[54] Over the centuries, they were fully assimilated into the Hungarian population.[55]

As a consequence, after the Mongols retreated, King Béla ordered the construction of hundreds of stone castles and fortifications, to defend against a possible second Mongol invasion. The Mongols returned to Hungary in 1285, but the newly built stone-castle systems and new tactics (using a higher proportion of heavily armed knights) stopped them. The invading Mongol force was defeated[56] near Pest by the royal army of Ladislaus IV of Hungary. As with later invasions, it was repelled handily, the Mongols losing much of their invading force.
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 Age of elected kings




Main article: Ottoman–Hungarian Wars[image: External link]


The Kingdom of Hungary[image: External link] reached one of its greatest extents during the Árpádian kings, yet royal power was weakened at the end of their rule in 1301. After a destructive period of interregnum[image: External link] (1301–1308), the first Angevin[image: External link] king, Charles I of Hungary[image: External link] – a bilineal descendant of the Árpád dynasty – successfully restored royal power, and defeated oligarch rivals, the so-called "little kings". The second Angevin Hungarian king, Louis the Great[image: External link] (1342–1382), led many successful military campaigns from Lithuania to Southern Italy (Kingdom of Naples), and was also King of Poland[image: External link] from 1370. After King Louis died without a male heir, the country was stabilized only when Sigismund of Luxembourg[image: External link] (1387–1437) succeeded to the throne, who in 1433 also became Holy Roman Emperor[image: External link]. Sigismund was also (in several ways) a bilineal descendant of the Árpád dynasty.

The first Hungarian Bible translation[image: External link] was completed in 1439. For half a year in 1437, there was an antifeudal and anticlerical peasant revolt in Transylvania[image: External link], the Budai Nagy Antal Revolt[image: External link], which was strongly influenced by Hussite[image: External link] ideas.

From a small noble family in Transylvania, John Hunyadi[image: External link] grew to become one of the country's most powerful lords, thanks to his outstanding capabilities as a mercenary commander. He was elected governor then regent. He was a successful crusader against the Ottoman Turks, one of his greatest victories being the Siege of Belgrade[image: External link] in 1456.

The last strong king of medieval Hungary was the Renaissance king Matthias Corvinus[image: External link] (1458–1490), son of John Hunyadi. His election was the first time that a member of the nobility mounted to the Hungarian royal throne without dynastic background. He was a successful military leader and an enlightened patron of the arts and learning.[57] His library, the Bibliotheca Corviniana, was Europe's greatest collection of historical chronicles, philosophic and scientific works in the 15th century, and second only in size to the Vatican Library[image: External link]. The library is a UNESCO World Heritage Site[image: External link].[58]

The serfs and common people considered him a just ruler because he protected them from excessive demands from and other abuses by the magnates.[59] Under his rule, in 1479, the Hungarian army destroyed the Ottoman and Wallachian troops at the Battle of Breadfield[image: External link]. Abroad he defeated the Polish and German imperial armies of Frederick at Breslau ( Wrocław[image: External link]). Matthias' mercenary standing army, the Black Army of Hungary[image: External link], was an unusually large army for its time, and it conquered parts of Austria, Vienna (1485) and parts of Bohemia[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Decline of Hungary (1490–1526)




King Matthias died without lawful sons, and the Hungarian magnates procured the accession of the Pole Vladislaus II[image: External link] (1490–1516), supposedly because of his weak influence on Hungarian aristocracy.[57] Hungary's international role declined, its political stability shaken, and social progress was deadlocked.[60] In 1514, the weakened old King Vladislaus II faced a major peasant rebellion led by György Dózsa[image: External link], which was ruthlessly crushed by the nobles[image: External link], led by John Zápolya[image: External link].

The resulting degradation of order paved the way for Ottoman pre-eminence. In 1521, the strongest Hungarian fortress in the South, Nándorfehérvár (today's Belgrade[image: External link], Serbia), fell to the Turks[image: External link]. The early appearance of Protestantism further worsened internal relations in the country.
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 Ottoman wars 1526–1699




Main articles: Kingdom of Hungary (1526–1867)[image: External link], Ottoman Hungary[image: External link], Principality of Transylvania (1570–1711)[image: External link], and Ottoman–Habsburg wars[image: External link]


After some 150 years of wars[image: External link] with the Hungarians and other states, the Ottomans gained a decisive victory over the Hungarian army at the Battle of Mohács[image: External link] in 1526, where King Louis II[image: External link] died while fleeing. Amid political chaos, the divided Hungarian nobility[image: External link] elected two kings simultaneously, John Zápolya[image: External link] and Ferdinand I[image: External link] of the Habsburg dynasty. With the conquest of Buda by the Turks in 1541, Hungary was divided into three parts and remained so until the end of the 17th century. The north-western part, termed as Royal Hungary[image: External link], was annexed by the Habsburgs who ruled as Kings of Hungary. The eastern part of the kingdom became independent as the Principality of Transylvania[image: External link], under Ottoman (and later Habsburg) suzerainty[image: External link]. The remaining central area, including the capital Buda, was known as the Pashalik of Buda[image: External link].

The vast majority of the seventeen and nineteen thousand Ottoman soldiers in service in the Ottoman fortresses in the territory of Hungary were Orthodox and Muslim Balkan Slavs rather than ethnic Turkish people.[61] Orthodox Southern Slavs were also acting as akinjis and other light troops intended for pillaging in the territory of present-day Hungary.[62] In 1686, the Holy League's[image: External link] army, containing over 74,000 men from various nations, reconquered Buda[image: External link] from the Turks. After some more crushing defeats of the Ottomans[image: External link] in the next few years, the entire Kingdom of Hungary was removed from Ottoman rule by 1718. The last raid into Hungary by the Ottoman vassals Tatars[image: External link] from Crimea[image: External link] took place in 1717.[63] The constrained Habsburg Counter-Reformation efforts in the 17th century reconverted the majority of the kingdom to Catholicism. The ethnic composition of Hungary was fundamentally changed as a consequence of the prolonged warfare with the Turks. A large part of the country became devastated, population growth was stunted, and many smaller settlements perished.[64] The Austrian-Habsburg government settled large groups of Serbs and other Slavs in the depopulated south, and settled Germans[image: External link] (called Danube Swabians[image: External link]) in various areas, but Hungarians were not allowed to settle or re-settle in the south of the Great Plain[image: External link].[65]
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Main articles: Hungarian Revolution of 1848[image: External link], Austria-Hungary[image: External link], Lands of the Crown of Saint Stephen[image: External link], and Hungary in World War I[image: External link]


Between 1703 and 1711, there was a large-scale uprising led by Francis II Rákóczi[image: External link], who after the dethronement of the Habsburgs in 1707 at the Diet of Ónod[image: External link], took power provisionally as the Ruling Prince of Hungary for the wartime period, but refused the Hungarian Crown and the title "King". The uprisings lasted for years. After 8 years of war with the Habsburg Empire[image: External link], the Hungarian Kuruc[image: External link] army lost the last main battle at Trencsén[image: External link] (1708).[66]

During the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] and afterwards, the Hungarian Diet had not convened for decades.[67] In the 1820s, the Emperor was forced to convene the Diet, which marked the beginning of a Reform Period (1825–1848, Hungarian[image: External link]: reformkor). Count István Széchenyi[image: External link], one of the most prominent statesmen of the country, recognized the urgent need of modernization and his message got through. The Hungarian Parliament was reconvened in 1825 to handle financial needs. A liberal party emerged and focused on providing for the peasantry. Lajos Kossuth[image: External link] – a famous journalist at that time – emerged as leader of the lower gentry[image: External link] in the Parliament. A remarkable upswing started as the nation concentrated its forces on modernization even though the Habsburg monarchs obstructed all important liberal laws relating to civil and political rights[image: External link] and economic reforms. Many reformers (Lajos Kossuth[image: External link], Mihály Táncsics[image: External link]) were imprisoned by the authorities.

On 15 March 1848, mass demonstrations in Pest and Buda enabled Hungarian reformists to push through a list of 12 demands[image: External link]. Under governor and president Lajos Kossuth[image: External link] and the first Prime Minister, Lajos Batthyány[image: External link], the House of Habsburg[image: External link] was dethroned. The Habsburg Ruler and his advisors skillfully manipulated the Croatian, Serbian and Romanian peasantry, led by priests and officers firmly loyal to the Habsburgs, and induced them to rebel against the Hungarian government, though the Hungarians were supported by the vast majority of the Slovak, German and Rusyn nationalities and by all the Jews of the kingdom, as well as by a large number of Polish, Austrian and Italian volunteers.[68] In July 1849 the Hungarian Parliament proclaimed and enacted the first laws of ethnic and minority rights[image: External link] in the world.[citation needed[image: External link]] Many members of the nationalities gained the coveted highest positions within the Hungarian Army, like General János Damjanich[image: External link], an ethnic Serb who became a Hungarian national hero through his command of the 3rd Hungarian Army Corps or Józef Bem[image: External link], who was Polish and also became a national hero in Hungary. Initially, the Hungarian forces ( Honvédség[image: External link]) defeated Austrian armies. To counter the successes of the Hungarian revolutionary army, Habsburg Emperor Franz Joseph I[image: External link] asked for help from the "Gendarme of Europe", Czar Nicholas I[image: External link], whose Russian armies invaded Hungary. This made Artúr Görgey[image: External link] surrender in August 1849. The leader of the Austrian army, Julius Jacob von Haynau[image: External link], became governor of Hungary for a few months, and ordered the execution of the 13 Martyrs of Arad[image: External link], leaders of the Hungarian army, and Prime Minister Batthyány in October 1849. Lajos Kossuth escaped into exile. Following the war of 1848 – 1849, the whole country was in "passive resistance".

Because of external and internal problems, reforms seemed inevitable and major military defeats of Austria forced the Habsburgs to negotiate the Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867[image: External link], by which the dual Monarchy of Austria–Hungary[image: External link] was formed. This Empire had the second largest area in Europe (after the Russian Empire[image: External link]), and it was the third most populous (after Russia and the German Empire[image: External link]). The two realms were governed separately by two parliaments from two capital cities, with a common monarch and common external and military policies. Economically, the empire was a customs union. The old Hungarian Constitution was restored, and Franz Joseph I was crowned as King of Hungary[image: External link]. The era witnessed impressive economic development. The formerly backward Hungarian economy became relatively modern and industrialized by the turn of the 20th century, although agriculture remained dominant until 1890. In 1873, the old capital Buda[image: External link] and Óbuda[image: External link] were officially united with Pest[image: External link],[69] thus creating the new metropolis of Budapest[image: External link]. Many of the state institutions and the modern administrative system of Hungary were established during this period.

After the Assassination in Sarajevo[image: External link], the Hungarian prime minister István Tisza[image: External link] and his cabinet tried to avoid the outbreak and escalating of a war in Europe, but their diplomatic efforts were unsuccessful. Austria–Hungary[image: External link] drafted 9 million (fighting forces: 7.8 million) soldiers in World War I (over 4 million from the Kingdom of Hungary) on the side of Germany, Bulgaria and Turkey. The troops raised in the Kingdom of Hungary spent little time defending the actual territory of Hungary, with the exceptions of the Brusilov Offensive[image: External link] in June 1916, and a few months later, when the Romanian army made an attack into Transylvania,[citation needed[image: External link]] both of which were repelled. In comparison, of the total army, Hungary's loss ratio was more than any other nations of Austria-Hungary. The Central Powers[image: External link] conquered Serbia. Romania declared war. The Central Powers conquered Southern Romania and the Romanian capital Bucharest[image: External link]. In 1916 Emperor Franz Joseph died, and the new monarch Charles IV[image: External link] sympathized with the pacifists. With great difficulty, the Central powers stopped and repelled the attacks of the Russian Empire.

The Eastern front of the Allied ( Entente[image: External link]) Powers completely collapsed. The Austro-Hungarian Empire then withdrew from all defeated countries. On the Italian front, the Austro-Hungarian army made no progress against Italy after January 1918. Despite great Eastern successes, Germany suffered complete defeat on the more important Western front. By 1918, the economic situation had deteriorated (strikes in factories were organized by leftist and pacifist movements) and uprisings in the army had become commonplace. In the capital cities, the Austrian and Hungarian leftist liberal movements (the maverick parties) and their leaders supported the separatism of ethnic minorities. Austria-Hungary signed a general armistice in Padua[image: External link] on 3 November 1918.[70] In October 1918, Hungary's union with Austria was dissolved.
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 Between the World Wars 1918–1941




Main articles: Hungary between the World Wars[image: External link] and Hungarian interwar economy[image: External link]


Following the First World War, Hungary underwent a period of profound political upheaval, beginning with the Aster Revolution[image: External link] in 1918, which brought the social-democratic Mihály Károlyi[image: External link] to power as Prime Minister. Károlyi dissolved the union with Austria and disarmed the Hungarian Army, leaving the country without any national defense. The Little Entente[image: External link], sensing an opportunity, invaded the country from three sides—Romania invaded[image: External link] Transylvania[image: External link], Czechoslovakia annexed Upper Hungary[image: External link] (today's Slovakia), and a joint Serb[image: External link]- French[image: External link] coalition annexed Vojvodina[image: External link] and other southern regions. In March 1919, communists led by Béla Kun[image: External link] ousted the Károlyi government and proclaimed the Hungarian Soviet Republic[image: External link] (Tanácsköztársaság), followed by a thorough Red Terror[image: External link] campaign. Despite some successes on the Czechoslovak front, Kun's forces were ultimately unable to resist the Romanian invasion; by August 1919, Romanian troops occupied Budapest and ousted Kun.

In November 1919, rightist forces led by former Austro-Hungarian admiral Miklós Horthy[image: External link] entered Budapest; exhausted by the war and its aftermath, the populace accepted Horthy's leadership. In January 1920, parliamentary elections were held and Horthy was proclaimed Regent of the reestablished Kingdom of Hungary[image: External link], inaugurating the so-called "Horthy era" (Horthy-kor). The new government worked quickly to normalize foreign relations while turning a blind eye to a White Terror[image: External link] that swept through the countryside; extrajudicial killings of suspected communists and Jews lasted well into 1920. On June 4 of that year, the Treaty of Trianon[image: External link] established new borders for Hungary. The country lost 71% of its territory and 66% of its antebellum population, as well as many sources of raw materials and its sole port[image: External link], Fiume[image: External link]. Though the revision of the Treaty quickly rose to the top of the national political agenda, the Horthy government was not willing to resort to military intervention to do so.

The Horthy regime's initial years were occupied by putsch attempts by Charles IV[image: External link], the Austro-Hungarian pretender[image: External link]; continued suppression of communists; and a migration crisis triggered by the Trianon territorial changes. Though free elections continued, Horthy's personality, and those of his personally selected prime ministers, dominated the political scene. The government's actions continued to drift right with the passage of antisemitic laws and, due to the continued isolation of the Little Entente, economic and then political gravitation toward Italy[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link]. The Great Depression[image: External link] further exacerbated the situation and the popularity of fascist politicians such as Gyula Gömbös[image: External link] and Ferenc Szálasi[image: External link], promising economic and social recovery, rose.

Horthy's nationalist agenda reached its apogee in 1938 and 1940, when the Nazis rewarded Hungary's staunchly pro-Germany foreign policy in the First[image: External link] and Second Vienna Awards[image: External link], respectively, peacefully restoring ethnic-Hungarian-majority areas lost after Trianon. In 1939, Hungary regained further territory from Czechoslovakia through force[image: External link]. Hungary formally joined[image: External link] the Axis Powers[image: External link] on 20 November 1940, and in 1941, participated in the invasion of Yugoslavia[image: External link], gaining some of its former territories in the south.
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 World War II 1941–1945




Main articles: Hungary during World War II[image: External link], Holocaust in Hungary[image: External link], and Soviet occupation of Hungary[image: External link]


Hungary formally entered World War II as an Axis Power on 26 June 1941, declaring war on the Soviet Union[image: External link] after unidentified planes bombed Kassa[image: External link], Munkács[image: External link], and Rahó[image: External link]. Hungarian troops fought on the Eastern Front[image: External link] for two years. Despite some early successes[image: External link],[73] the Hungarian government began seeking a secret peace pact with the Allies[image: External link] after the Second Army[image: External link] suffered catastrophic losses at the River Don[image: External link] in January 1943. Learning of the planned defection, German troops occupied Hungary[image: External link] on 19 March 1944 to guarantee Horthy's compliance. In October, as the Soviet front approached and the Hungarian government made further efforts to disengage from the war, German troops ousted Horthy and installed a puppet government under Szálasi's fascist Arrow Cross Party[image: External link].[73] Szálasi pledged all the country's capabilities in service of the German war machine. By October 1944, the Soviets had reached the river Tisza, and despite some losses[image: External link], succeeded in encircling and besieging Budapest[image: External link] in December.

After German occupation, Hungary participated[image: External link] in the Holocaust[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] During the German occupation in May–June 1944, the Arrow Cross and Hungarian police deported nearly 440,000 Jews, mainly to Auschwitz[image: External link]. Nearly all of these were murdered.[74] The Swedish Diplomat Raoul Wallenberg[image: External link] managed to save a considerable number of Hungarian Jews by giving them Swedish passports.[75] Rudolf Kastner[image: External link] (original spelling Kasztner), one of the leaders of the Hungarian Aid and Rescue Committee[image: External link], bribed senior SS officers such as Adolf Eichmann[image: External link] to allow some Jews to escape.[76][77][78] Other diplomats also organized false papers and safe houses for Jews in Budapest and hundreds of Hungarians were executed by the Arrow Cross for sheltering Jews.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Horthy government's complicity in the Holocaust remains a point of controversy and contention.

The war left Hungary devastated, destroying over 60% of the economy and causing significant loss of life[image: External link]. As many as 280,000[79][80] Hungarians were raped, murdered and executed or deported for slave labor by Czechoslovaks,[81][82][83][84][85][86] Soviet Red Army[image: External link] troops,[87][88][89] and Yugoslavs.[90]

On 13 February 1945, Budapest surrendered; by April, German troops left the country under Soviet military occupation. 200,000 Hungarians were expelled from Czechoslovakia in exchange for 70,000 Slovaks living in Hungary. 202,000 ethnic Germans were expelled to Germany,[91] and through the 1947 Paris Peace Treaties[image: External link], Hungary was again reduced to its immediate post-Trianon borders.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Communism 1945–1989




Main articles: Hungarian Republic (1946–49)[image: External link], Hungarian People's Republic[image: External link], and Hungarian Revolution of 1956[image: External link]


Following the defeat of Nazi Germany, Hungary became a satellite state[image: External link] of the Soviet Union. The Soviet leadership selected Mátyás Rákosi[image: External link] to front the Stalinization[image: External link] of the country, and Rákosi de facto ruled Hungary from 1949 to 1956. His government's policies of militarization, industrialization, collectivization, and war compensation led to a severe decline in living standards. In imitation of Stalin's KGB[image: External link], the Rákosi government established a secret political police, the ÁVH[image: External link], to enforce the new regime. The purges that followed saw approximately 350,000 officials and intellectuals imprisoned or executed from 1948 to 1956.[93] Many freethinkers, democrats, and Horthy-era dignitaries were secretly arrested and extrajudicially interned in domestic and foreign Gulags[image: External link]. Some 600,000 Hungarians were deported to Soviet labor camps, where at least 200,000 died.[94]

After Stalin's death in 1953, the Soviet Union pursued a program of destalinization[image: External link] that was inimical to Rákosi, leading to his deposition. The following political cooling saw the ascent of Imre Nagy[image: External link] to the premiership, and the growing interest of students and intellectuals in political life. Nagy promised market liberalization and political openness, while Rákosi opposed both vigorously. Rákosi eventually managed to discredit Nagy and replace him with the more hard-line Ernő Gerő[image: External link]. Hungary joined the Warsaw Pact[image: External link] in May 1955, as societal dissatisfaction with the regime swelled. Following the firing on peaceful demonstrations by Soviet soldiers and secret police, and rallies throughout the country on 23 October 1956, protesters took to the streets in Budapest, initiating the 1956 Revolution[image: External link]. In an effort to quell the chaos, Nagy returned as premier, promised free elections, and took Hungary out of the Warsaw Pact.

The violence nonetheless continued as revolutionary militias sprung up against the Soviet Army and the ÁVH; the roughly 3,000-strong resistance fought Soviet tanks using Molotov cocktails[image: External link] and machine-pistols. Though the preponderance of the Soviets was immense, they suffered heavy losses, and by 30 October 1956 most Soviet troops had withdrawn from Budapest to garrison the countryside. For a time, the Soviet leadership was unsure how to respond to developments in Hungary, but eventually decided to intervene to prevent a destabilization of the Soviet bloc. On 4 November reinforcements of more than 150,000 troops and 2,500 tanks entered the country from the Soviet Union.[95] Nearly 20,000 Hungarians were killed resisting the intervention, while an additional 21,600 were imprisoned afterwards for political reasons. Some 13,000 were interned and 230 brought to trial and executed. Nagy was captured to be executed in 1958. Because borders had briefly been open, nearly a quarter of a million people had fled the country by the time the revolution was suppressed.[96]
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 Kádár era 1956–1988




See also: Goulash Communism[image: External link]


After a second, briefer period of Soviet military occupation, János Kádár[image: External link], Nagy's former Minister of State, was chosen by the Soviet leadership to head the new government and chair the new ruling Socialist Workers' Party[image: External link] (MSzMP). Kádár quickly normalized the situation. In 1963, the government granted a general amnesty and released the majority of those imprisoned for their active participation in the uprising. Kádár proclaimed a new policy line, according to which the people were no longer compelled to profess loyalty to the party if they tacitly accepted the Socialist regime as a fact of life. In many speeches, he described this as, "Those who are not against us are with us." Kádár introduced new planning priorities in the economy, such as allowing farmers significant plots of private land within the collective farm system (háztáji gazdálkodás). The living standard rose as consumer good and food production took precedence over military production, which was reduced to one tenth of pre-revolutionary levels.

In 1968, the New Economic Mechanism[image: External link] (NEM) introduced free-market elements into socialist command economy. From the 1960s through the late 1980s, Hungary was often referred to as "the happiest barrack[image: External link]" within the Eastern bloc[image: External link]. During the latter part of the Cold War Hungary's GDP per capita[image: External link] was fourth only to East Germany[image: External link], Czechoslovakia[image: External link], and the Soviet Union itself.[97] As a result of this relatively high standard of living, a more liberalized economy, a less censored press, and less restricted travel rights, Hungary was generally considered one of the more liberal countries in which to live in Central Europe during communism. In the 1980s, however, living standards steeply declined again due to a worldwide recession[image: External link] to which communism was unable to respond.[98] By the time Kádár died in 1989, the Soviet Union was in steep decline and a younger generation of reformists saw liberalization as the solution to economic and social issues.
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 Third Republic 1989–present




See also: Revolutions of 1989[image: External link] and 2006 protests in Hungary[image: External link]


Hungary's transition from communism[image: External link] to democracy and capitalism (rendszerváltás, "regime change") was peaceful and prompted by economic stagnation, domestic political pressure, and changing relations with other Warsaw Pact[image: External link] countries. Although the MSzMP began Round Table Talks[image: External link] with various opposition groups in March 1989, the reburial of Imre Nagy as a revolutionary martyr that June is widely considered the symbolic end of communism in Hungary. Over 100,000 people attended the Budapest ceremony without any significant government interference, and many speakers openly called for Soviet troops to leave the country. Free elections were held in May 1990[image: External link], which saw the Hungarian Democratic Forum[image: External link], a major conservative opposition group, elected to the head of a coalition government. József Antall[image: External link] became the first democratically elected Prime Minister since World War II.

With the removal of state subsidies and rapid privatization in 1991, Hungary was affected by a severe economic recession. The Antall government's austerity measures proved unpopular, and the Communist Party's legal and political heir, the Socialist Party[image: External link], won the subsequent 1994 elections[image: External link]. This abrupt shift in the political landscape was repeated in 1998[image: External link] and 2002[image: External link]; each electoral cycle, the governing party was ousted and the erstwhile opposition elected. Like most other post-communist European states, however, Hungary broadly pursued an integrationist[image: External link] agenda, joining[image: External link] NATO[image: External link] in 1999 and the European Union in 2004[image: External link]. As a NATO member, Hungary was involved in the Yugoslav Wars[image: External link].

In 2006, major protests[image: External link] erupted after it leaked that socialist PM Ferenc Gyurcsány[image: External link]'s had claimed in a private speech[image: External link] that his party "lied" to win the recent elections[image: External link]. The popularity of left-wing parties plummeted in the ensuing political upheaval, and in 2010, Viktor Orbán[image: External link]'s national-conservative[image: External link] Fidesz[image: External link] was elected[image: External link] to a parliamentary supermajority[image: External link]. The legislature consequently approved a new constitution[image: External link], among other sweeping governmental and legal changes. Although these developments were met with and still engender controversy, Fidesz secured a second supermajority in 2014[image: External link]. In 2015 Fidesz lost its two-thirds majority in parliament after a by-election defeat.
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Hungary[image: External link]


See also: List of national parks of Hungary[image: External link]


Hungary's geography has traditionally been defined by its two main waterways, the Danube[image: External link] and Tisza[image: External link] rivers. The common tripartite division of the country into three sections—Dunántúl ("beyond the Danube", Transdanubia[image: External link]), Tiszántúl[image: External link] ("beyond the Tisza"), and Duna-Tisza köze ("between the Danube and Tisza")—is a reflection of this. The Danube flows north-south right through the center of contemporary Hungary, and the entire country lies within its drainage basin[image: External link].

Transdanubia[image: External link], which stretches westward from the center of the country toward Austria, is a primarily hilly region with a terrain varied by low mountains. These include the very eastern stretch of the Alps[image: External link], Alpokalja[image: External link], in the west of the country, the Transdanubian Mountains[image: External link] in the central region of Transdanubia, and the Mecsek[image: External link] Mountains and Villány Mountains[image: External link] in the south. The highest point of the area is the Írott-kő in the Alps, at 882 metres (2,894 ft). The Little Hungarian Plain[image: External link] (Kisalföld) is found in northern Transdanubia. Lake Balaton[image: External link] and Lake Hévíz[image: External link], the largest lake in Central Europe and the largest thermal lake in the world, respectively, are in Transdanubia as well.

The Duna-Tisza köze and Tiszántúl are characterized mainly by the Great Hungarian Plain[image: External link] (Alföld), which stretches across most of the eastern and southeastern areas of the country. To the north of the Plain are the foothills of the Carpathians[image: External link] in a wide band near the Slovakian[image: External link] border. The Kékes[image: External link] at 1,014 m or 3,327 ft is the tallest mountain in Hungary and is found here.

Phytogeographically[image: External link], Hungary belongs to the Central European province of the Circumboreal Region[image: External link] within the Boreal Kingdom[image: External link]. According to the WWF[image: External link], the territory of Hungary belongs to the ecoregion of Pannonian mixed forests.

Hungary has 10 national parks, 145 minor nature reserves, and 35 landscape protection areas.
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 Climate




Hungary has a continental climate[image: External link],[99] with hot summers with low overall humidity levels but frequent rainshowers and cold snowy winters. Average annual temperature is 9.7 °C (49.5 °F). Temperature extremes are 41.9 °C (107.4 °F) on 20 July 2007 at Kiskunhalas in the summer and −35 °C (−31.0 °F) on 16 February 1940 Miskolc-Görömbölytapolca in the winter. Average high temperature in the summer is 23 to 28 °C (73 to 82 °F) and average low temperature in the winter is −3 to −7 °C (27 to 19 °F). The average yearly rainfall is approximately 600 mm (23.6 in). A small, southern region of the country near Pécs[image: External link] enjoys a reputation for a Mediterranean climate[image: External link], but in reality it is only slightly warmer than the rest of the country and still receives snow during the winter.

Hungary is ranked sixth in an environmental protection index by GW/ CAN[image: External link].[100]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Politics of Hungary[image: External link], Government of Hungary[image: External link], and Taxation in Hungary[image: External link]


Hungary is a unitary[image: External link], parliamentary[image: External link], representative democratic[image: External link] republic[image: External link]. The Hungarian political system operates under a framework reformed in 2012; this constitutional document is the Fundamental Law of Hungary[image: External link]. Amendments generally require a two-thirds majority of parliament; the fundamental principles of the constitution (as expressed in the articles guaranteeing human dignity, the separation of powers, the state structure, and the rule of law[image: External link]) are valid in perpetuity. 199 Members of Parliament (országgyűlési képviselő) are elected to the highest organ of state authority, the unicameral[image: External link] Országgyűlés[image: External link] (National Assembly), every four years in a single-round first-past-the-post[image: External link] election with an election threshold[image: External link] of 5%.

The Prime Minister[image: External link] (miniszterelnök) is elected by the National Assembly, serving as the head of government[image: External link] and exercising executive power[image: External link]. Traditionally, the Prime Minister is the leader of the largest party in parliament. The Prime Minister selects Cabinet[image: External link] ministers and has the exclusive right to dismiss them, although cabinet nominees must appear before consultative open hearings before one or more parliamentary committees[image: External link], survive a vote in the National Assembly, and be formally approved by the President. The cabinet reports to parliament[image: External link].

The President of the Republic[image: External link] (köztársasági elnök) serves as the head of state[image: External link] and is elected by the National Assembly every five years. The President is invested primarily with representative responsibilities and powers: receiving foreign heads of state, formally nominating the Prime Minister at the recommendation of the National Assembly, and serving as Commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the armed forces[image: External link]. Importantly, the President is also invested with veto power[image: External link], and may send legislation to the 15-member Constitutional Court[image: External link] for review. The third most-significant governmental position in Hungary is the Speaker of the National Assembly[image: External link], who is elected by the National Assembly and responsible for overseeing the daily sessions of the body.

The debt-to-GDP ratio[image: External link] of Hungary had its peak in 2011 when it stood at 83% and decreased since then. According to Eurostat[image: External link], the government gross debt[image: External link] of Hungary amounts to 25.119 billion HUF or 74.1% of its GDP[image: External link] in 2016.[101] The government achieved a budget deficit 1.9% of the GDP in 2015.[102] Hungary's credit rating[image: External link] by credit rating agencies[image: External link] Standard & Poor's[image: External link], Moody's[image: External link] and Fitch Ratings[image: External link] stands at Investment Grade BBB with a stable outlook in 2016.
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 Political parties




Main articles: Political parties in Hungary[image: External link] and Elections in Hungary[image: External link]




	Current Structure of the National Assembly of Hungary



	Structure



	Seats
	199



	
Political groups


	
Government (131)[image: External link]



	
     Fidesz[image: External link] (114)

	
     KDNP[image: External link] (17)



Opposition (68)[image: External link]


	
     MSZP[image: External link] (29)

	
     Jobbik[image: External link] (24)

	
     LMP[image: External link] (5)

	
     DK[image: External link] (4)

	
     Együtt[image: External link] (3)

	
     PM[image: External link] ( 1[image: External link])

	
     MLP[image: External link] ( 1[image: External link])

	
     Independent[image: External link] ( 1[image: External link])








Since the fall of communism, Hungary has a multi-party system[image: External link]. The last Hungarian parliamentary election[image: External link] took place on 6 April 2014.[103] This parliamentary election was the 7th since the 1990 first multi-party election[image: External link]. The result was a victory for Fidesz[image: External link]– KDNP[image: External link] alliance, preserving its two-thirds majority with Viktor Orbán[image: External link] remaining Prime Minister.[104] It was the first election according to the new Constitution of Hungary[image: External link] which went into force on 1 January 2012. The new electoral law also entered into force that day. The voters elected 199 MPs instead of previous 386 lawmakers.[105][106] The current political landscape in Hungary is dominated by the conservative Fidesz[image: External link], who have a near supermajority, and two medium-sized parties, the left-wing Hungarian Socialist Party[image: External link] (MSZP) and nationalist Jobbik[image: External link].

The democratic character of the Hungarian parliament was reestablished with the fall of the Iron Curtain[image: External link] and the end of communist dictatorship in 1989. Today's parliament is still called Országgyűlés just like in royal times, but in order to differentiate between the historical royal diet is referred to as "National Assembly" now. The Diet of Hungary[image: External link] was a legislative institution in the medieval kingdom of Hungary[image: External link] from the 1290s,[107][108] and in its successor states, Royal Hungary[image: External link] and the Habsburg kingdom of Hungary[image: External link] throughout the Early Modern period[image: External link]. The articles of the 1790 diet set out that the diet should meet at least once every 3 years, but, since the diet was called by the Habsburg monarchy[image: External link], this promise was not kept on several occasions thereafter. As a result of the Austro-Hungarian Compromise[image: External link], it was reconstituted in 1867. The Latin term Natio Hungarica ("Hungarian nation") was used to designate the political elite which had participation in the diet, consisting of the nobility[image: External link], the Catholic clergy, and a few enfranchised burghers,[109][110] regardless of language or ethnicity.[111]
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 Law and judicial system




Main article: Law enforcement in Hungary[image: External link]


The judicial system of Hungary is a civil law[image: External link] system divided between courts[image: External link] with regular civil and criminal jurisdiction and administrative courts[image: External link] with jurisdiction over litigation between individuals and the public administration. Hungarian law is codified and based on German law[image: External link] and in a wider sense, civil law or Roman law[image: External link]. The court system for civil and criminal jurisdiction consists of local courts (járásbíróság), regional appellate courts (ítélőtábla), and the supreme court (Kúria). Hungary's highest courts[image: External link] are located in Budapest[image: External link].[112]

Law enforcement in Hungary is split among the police and Border Guards, and the National Tax and Customs Administration. The Hungarian Police is the main and largest state law enforcement agency[image: External link] in Hungary. It carries nearly all general police duties such as criminal investigation, patrol activity, traffic policing, border control. It is led by the National Police Commissioner under the control of the Minister of the Interior[image: External link]. The body is divided into county police departments which are also divided into regional and town police departments. The National Police also have child agencies with nationwide jurisdiction, such as the police force often mocked as the Hungarian FBI[image: External link] "Nemzeti Nyomozó Iroda" (National Bureau of Investigation), a civilian police force specialised in investigating serious crimes, the gendarmerie-like, militarised "Készenléti Rendőrség" (Operational Police) mainly dealing with riots and often enforcing local police forces. Due to Hungary's accession to the Schengen Treaty[image: External link], the Police and Border Guards were merged into a single national corps, with the Border Guards becoming Police Officers. This merger took place in January 2008. The Customs and Excise Authority remained to be subject to the Ministry of Finance under the National Tax and Customs Administration.[113]
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 Administrative divisions




Main article: Administrative divisions of Hungary[image: External link]


Hungary is a unitary state[image: External link] divided into 19 counties[image: External link] (megye). In addition, the capital[image: External link] (főváros), Budapest[image: External link], is independent of any county government. The counties and the capital are the 20 NUTS[image: External link] third-level units of Hungary. The counties are further subdivided into 174 ridings[image: External link] (járás) as of 1 January 2013.[114] There are also 23 towns with county rights (megyei jogú város), sometimes known as "urban counties" in English. The local authorities of these towns have extended powers, but these towns belong to the territory of the respective county instead of being independent territorial units. County councils and municipalities have different roles and separate responsibilities relating to local government. The role of the counties are basically administrative and focus on strategic development, while preschools, public water utilities, garbage disposal, elderly care and rescue services are administered by the municipalities.

Since 1996, the counties and City of Budapest have been grouped into 7 regions[image: External link] for statistical and development purposes. These seven regions constitute NUTS[image: External link]' second-level units of Hungary. They are Central Hungary[image: External link], Central Transdanubia[image: External link], Northern Great Plain[image: External link], Northern Hungary[image: External link], Southern Transdanubia[image: External link], Southern Great Plain[image: External link], and Western Transdanubia[image: External link].



	County

(megye)[image: External link]
	Administrative

centre
	Population[image: External link]
	Region[image: External link]



	Kecskemét[image: External link]
	524,841
	Southern Great Plain[image: External link]



	Pécs[image: External link]
	391,455
	Southern Transdanubia[image: External link]



	Békéscsaba[image: External link]
	361,802
	Southern Great Plain[image: External link]



	Miskolc[image: External link]
	684,793
	Northern Hungary[image: External link]



	Budapest[image: External link]
	1,744,665
	Central Hungary[image: External link]



	Szeged[image: External link]
	421,827
	Southern Great Plain[image: External link]



	Székesfehérvár[image: External link]
	426,120
	Central Transdanubia[image: External link]



	Győr[image: External link]
	449,967
	Western Transdanubia[image: External link]



	Debrecen[image: External link]
	565,674
	Northern Great Plain[image: External link]



	Eger[image: External link]
	307,985
	Northern Hungary[image: External link]



	Szolnok[image: External link]
	386,752
	Northern Great Plain[image: External link]



	Tatabánya[image: External link]
	311,411
	Central Transdanubia[image: External link]



	Salgótarján[image: External link]
	201,919
	Northern Hungary[image: External link]



	Érd[image: External link]
	1,237,561
	Central Hungary[image: External link]



	Kaposvár[image: External link]
	317,947
	Southern Transdanubia[image: External link]



	Nyíregyháza[image: External link]
	552,000
	Northern Great Plain[image: External link]



	Szekszárd[image: External link]
	231,183
	Southern Transdanubia[image: External link]



	Szombathely[image: External link]
	257,688
	Western Transdanubia[image: External link]



	Veszprém[image: External link]
	353,068
	Central Transdanubia[image: External link]



	Zalaegerszeg[image: External link]
	287,043
	Western Transdanubia[image: External link]
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 Foreign relations




Main article: Foreign relations of Hungary[image: External link]


Hungary wields considerable influence in Central and Eastern Europe[image: External link] and is a middle power[image: External link] in international affairs.[115][116] The foreign policy[image: External link] of Hungary is based on four basic commitments: to Atlantic co-operation[image: External link], to European integration[image: External link], to international development[image: External link] and to international law[image: External link]. The Hungarian economy[image: External link] is fairly open and relies strongly on international trade[image: External link].

Hungary has been a member of the United Nations[image: External link] since December 1955 and a member of the European Union[image: External link], NATO[image: External link], the OECD[image: External link], the Visegrád Group[image: External link], the WTO[image: External link], the World Bank[image: External link], the AIIB[image: External link] and the IMF[image: External link]. Hungary took on the presidency of the Council of the European Union[image: External link] for half a year in 2011 and the next will be in 2024. In 2015, Hungary was the fifth largest OECD[image: External link] Non-DAC donor of development aid[image: External link] in the world, which represents 0.13% of its Gross National Income[image: External link].

Hungary's capital city, Budapest, is home to more than 100 embassies and representative bodies as an international political actor.[117] Hungary hosts the main and regional headquarters of many international organizations as well, including European Institute of Innovation and Technology[image: External link], European Police College[image: External link], United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees[image: External link], Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations[image: External link], International Centre for Democratic Transition[image: External link], Institute of International Education[image: External link], International Labour Organization[image: External link], International Organization for Migration[image: External link], International Red Cross[image: External link], Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe[image: External link], Danube Commission[image: External link] and others.[118]

Since 1989, Hungary's top foreign policy goal has been achieving integration into Western economic and security organizations. Hungary joined the Partnership for Peace[image: External link] program in 1994 and has actively supported the IFOR[image: External link] and SFOR[image: External link] missions in Bosnia. Hungary since 1989 has also improved its often frosty neighborly relations by signing basic treaties with Romania[image: External link], Slovakia[image: External link], and Ukraine[image: External link]. These renounce all outstanding territorial claims and lay the foundation for constructive relations. However, the issue of ethnic Hungarian minority[image: External link] rights in Romania, Slovakia and Serbia periodically causes bilateral tensions to flare up. Hungary since 1989 has signed all of the OSCE[image: External link] documents, and served as the OSCE's Chairman-in-Office in 1997. Hungary's record of implementing CSCE[image: External link] Helsinki Final Act provisions, including those on reunification of divided families, remains among the best in Central and Eastern Europe.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Military




Main article: Hungarian Defence Force[image: External link]


The 2016 Global Peace Index[image: External link] ranked Hungary 19th out of 163 countries. The President[image: External link] holds the title of commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the nation's armed forces. The Ministry of Defence[image: External link] jointly with Chief of staff[image: External link] administers the armed forces, including the Hungarian Ground Force[image: External link] and the Hungarian Air Force[image: External link]. Since 2007, the Hungarian Armed Forces is under a unified command structure. The Ministry of Defence maintains the political and civil control over the army. A subordinate Joint Forces Command is coordinating and commanding the HDF corps. In 2016, the armed forces had 31,080 personnel on active duty, the operative reserve brought the total number of troops to fifty thousand. In 2017, military spending will be $1.21 billion, about 0.94% of the country's GDP, well below the NATO target of 2%. In 2012, the government adopted a resolution in which it pledged to increase defence spending to 1.4% of GDP by 2022.[119]

Military service[image: External link] is voluntary, though conscription[image: External link] may occur in wartime. In a significant move for modernization, Hungary decided in 2001 to buy 14 JAS 39 Gripen[image: External link] fighter aircraft for about 800 million EUR. Hungarian National Cyber Security Center is re-organized in 2016 in order to become more efficient through cyber security[image: External link].[120]

In 2016, the Hungarian military has about 700 troops stationed in foreign countries as part of international peacekeeping forces, including 100 HDF troops in the NATO[image: External link]-led ISAF[image: External link] force in Afghanistan[image: External link], 210 Hungarian soldiers in Kosovo[image: External link] under command of KFOR[image: External link], and 160 troops in Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]. Hungary sent 300 strong logistics unit to Iraq in order to help the US occupation with armed transport convoys, though public opinion opposed the country's participation in the war. One soldier was killed in action[image: External link] because of a roadside bomb in Iraq.

During the 18th and 19th century, Hungarian Hussars[image: External link] rose to international fame and served as a model for light cavalry in many European countries.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1848–49 HDF achieved successes against better-trained and equipped Austrian forces, despite the Austrian advantage in numbers. The 1848–49 Winter Campaign of Józef Bem[image: External link] and the Spring Campaign of Artúr Görgey[image: External link] are to this day taught at military schools, including at West Point Academy[image: External link] in the United States.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1872, the Ludovica Military Academy[image: External link] officially began training cadets. By 1873 HDF already had over 2,800 officers and 158,000 men organized into eighty-six battalions and fifty-eight squadrons. During WWI, out of the eight million men mobilized by Austro Hungarian Empire[image: External link], over one million died. During the 1930s and early 1940s, Hungary was preoccupied with regaining the territories and population lost in the Trianon peace treaty[image: External link] at Versailles in 1920. Conscription was introduced on a national basis in 1939. The peacetime strength of the Royal Hungarian Army[image: External link] grew to 80,000 men organized into seven corps commands.[121] During WWII the Hungarian Second Army[image: External link] was near to total devastation on banks of the Don River[image: External link] in December 1942 in Battle for Stalingrad[image: External link]. During the Socialist and the Warsaw Pact[image: External link] era (1947–1989), the entire 200,000 strong Southern Group of Forces[image: External link] was garrisoned in Hungary, complete with artillery, tank regiments, air force and missile troops with nuclear weapons.
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Hungary[image: External link]


Hungary is an OECD[image: External link] high-income[image: External link] mixed economy[image: External link] with very high human development index[image: External link] and skilled labour force[image: External link] with the 16th lowest income inequality[image: External link] in the world, furthermore it is the 15th most complex economy[image: External link] according to the Economic Complexity Index.[122] The Hungarian is the 57th-largest economy in the world[image: External link] (out of 188 countries measured by IMF[image: External link]) with $265.037 billion output,[9] and ranks 49th in the world in terms of GDP per capita[image: External link] measured by purchasing power parity[image: External link]. Hungary is an export-oriented market economy[image: External link] with a heavy emphasis on foreign trade[image: External link], thus the country is the 36th largest export economy[image: External link] in the world. The country has more than $100 billion export in 2015 with high, $9.003 billion trade surplus[image: External link], of which 79% went to the EU and 21% was extra-EU trade.[123] Hungary has a more than 80% privately owned[image: External link] economy with 39,1% overall taxation[image: External link], which provides the basis for the country's welfare economy[image: External link]. On the expenditure side, household consumption[image: External link] is the main component of GDP[image: External link] and accounts for 50 percent of its total use, followed by gross fixed capital formation[image: External link] with 22 percent and government expenditure[image: External link] with 20 percent.[124]

Hungary continues to be one of the leading nations for attracting foreign direct investment[image: External link] in Central and Eastern Europe[image: External link], the inward FDI in the country was $119.8 billion in 2015, while Hungary invests more than $50 billion abroad.[125] As of 2015, the key trading partners of Hungary were Germany, Austria, Romania, Slovakia, France, Italy, Poland and Czech Republic.[126] Major industries include food processing, pharmaceuticals, motor vehicles, information technology, chemicals, metallurgy, machinery, electrical goods, and tourism (in 2014 Hungary welcomed 12.1 million international tourists).[127] Hungary is the largest electronics producer in Central and Eastern Europe[image: External link]. Electronics[image: External link] manufacturing and research are among the main drivers of innovation[image: External link] and economic growth in the country. In the past 20 years Hungary has also grown into a major center for mobile technology[image: External link], information security[image: External link], and related hardware research.[128] The employment rate[image: External link] in the economy was 65.0% in 2015,[129] the employment structure shows the characteristics of post-industrial economies[image: External link], 63.2% of employed workforce work in service sector, the industry contributed by 29.7%, while agriculture with 7.1%. Unemployment rate was 6.2% in 2015 December,[130] down from 11% during the financial crisis of 2007–08[image: External link]. Hungary is part of the European single market[image: External link] which represents more than 508 million consumers. Several domestic commercial policies are determined by agreements among European Union members and by EU legislation.

Large Hungarian companies[image: External link] are included in the BUX[image: External link], the Hungarian stock market index listed on Budapest Stock Exchange[image: External link]. Well-known companies include the Fortune Global 500[image: External link] firm MOL Group[image: External link], the OTP Bank[image: External link], Gedeon Richter Plc.[image: External link], Magyar Telekom[image: External link], CIG Pannonia[image: External link], FHB Bank[image: External link], Zwack Unicum[image: External link] and more.[131] Besides this Hungary has a large portion of specialised small and medium enterprise[image: External link], for example a significant number of automotive suppliers and technology start ups[image: External link] among others.[132]

Budapest[image: External link] is the financial and business capital of Hungary. The capital is a significant economic hub, classified as an Alpha- world city[image: External link] in the study by the Globalization and World Cities Research Network[image: External link] and it is the second fastest-developing urban economy[image: External link] in Europe[image: External link] as GDP per capita in the city increased by 2.4 per cent and employment by 4.7 per cent compared to the previous year in 2014.[133][134] On the national level, Budapest is the primate city[image: External link] of Hungary regarding business and economy, accounting for 39% of the national income, the city has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] more than $100 billion in 2015, making it one of the largest regional economies in the European Union[image: External link].[135][136] Budapest is also among the Top 100 GDP performing cities in the world, measured by PricewaterhouseCoopers[image: External link] and in a global city competitiveness ranking by EIU[image: External link], Budapest stands before Tel Aviv[image: External link], Lisbon[image: External link], Moscow[image: External link] and Johannesburg[image: External link] among others.[137][138]

Hungary maintains its own currency, the Hungarian forint[image: External link] (HUF), although the economy fulfills the Maastricht criteria[image: External link] with the exception of public debt, but it is also significantly below the EU average[image: External link] with the level of 75.3% in 2015. The Hungarian National Bank[image: External link]—founded in 1924, after the dissolution of Austro-Hungarian Empire[image: External link]—is currently focusing on price stability with an inflation target of 3%.[139]
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Main article: Science and technology in Hungary[image: External link]


Hungary's achievements in science[image: External link] and technology[image: External link] have been significant, and research and development[image: External link] efforts form an integral part of the country's economy[image: External link]. Hungary has been the home of some of the most prominent researchers in various scientific disciplines, notably physics[image: External link], mathematics[image: External link], chemistry[image: External link] and engineering[image: External link]. Scientific research in the country is supported partly by industry and partly by the state, through the network of Hungarian universities[image: External link] and by scientific state-institutions such as Hungarian Academy of Sciences[image: External link]. 13 Hungarian scientists have received the Nobel Prize[image: External link].[140] Until 2012 three individuals: Csoma, János Bolyai[image: External link] and Tihanyi were included in the UNESCO Memory of the world register as well as the collective contributions: Tabula Hungariae[image: External link] and Bibliotheca Corviniana[image: External link]. Contemporary, internationally well-known Hungarian scientists include: mathematician László Lovász[image: External link], physicist Albert-László Barabási[image: External link], physicist Ferenc Krausz[image: External link], and biochemist Árpád Pusztai[image: External link].

Hungary is famous for its excellent mathematics education[image: External link] which has trained numerous outstanding scientists. Famous Hungarian mathematicians include father Farkas Bolyai[image: External link] and son János Bolyai[image: External link], who was one of the founders of non-Euclidean geometry[image: External link]; Paul Erdős[image: External link], famed for publishing in over forty languages and whose Erdős numbers[image: External link] are still tracked, and John von Neumann[image: External link], a key contributor in the fields of quantum mechanics[image: External link] and game theory[image: External link], a pioneer of digital computing[image: External link], and the chief mathematician in the Manhattan Project[image: External link]. Many Hungarian scientists, including Erdős, von Neumann, Leó Szilárd[image: External link], Eugene Wigner[image: External link], Rudolf E. Kálmán[image: External link], and Edward Teller[image: External link] emigrated[image: External link] to the US during the 20th century dictatorships.
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Main article: Transport in Hungary[image: External link]


Hungary has a highly developed road, railway, air and water transport system. Budapest, the capital, serves as an important hub for the Hungarian railway system[image: External link] (MÁV). The capital is served by three large train stations called Keleti[image: External link] (Eastern), Nyugati[image: External link] (Western), and Déli[image: External link] (Southern) pályaudvars. Szolnok[image: External link] is the most important railway hub outside Budapest, while Tiszai Railway Station[image: External link] in Miskolc[image: External link] and the main stations of [Szombathely]], Győr[image: External link], Szeged[image: External link], and Székesfehérvár[image: External link] are also key to the network.

Budapest, Debrecen[image: External link], Miskolc[image: External link], and Szeged[image: External link] have tram networks. The Budapest Metro[image: External link] is the second-oldest underground metro[image: External link] system in the world; its Line 1[image: External link] dates from 1896 and is a World Heritage Site[image: External link]. The system consists of four lines. A commuter rail[image: External link] system, HÉV[image: External link], operates in the Budapest metropolitan area. Hungary has a total length of approximately 1,314 km (816.48 mi) motorways ( Hungarian[image: External link]: autópálya). Motorway sections are being added to the existing network, which already connects many major economically important cities to the capital. The most important port is Budapest. Other important ones include Dunaújváros[image: External link] and Baja[image: External link].

There are five international airports in Hungary: Budapest Liszt Ferenc[image: External link] (informally called "Ferihegy" after its previous name), Debrecen[image: External link], Sármellék[image: External link] (also called Hévíz-Balaton Airport), Győr-Pér[image: External link], and Pécs-Pogány[image: External link]. The national carrier, MALÉV[image: External link], operated flights to over 60, mostly European cities, but ceased operations in 2012. Low-budget airline WizzAir[image: External link] is based in Hungary, at Ferihegy.
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Main articles: Demographics of Hungary[image: External link] and Hungarians[image: External link]


Hungary's population was 9,937,628 according to the 2011 census[image: External link], thus the country is the 5th most populous in the Central and Eastern European region[image: External link] and medium-sized member state of the European Union[image: External link]. Population density[image: External link] stands at 107 inhabitants per square kilometre, which is about two times higher than the world average[image: External link]. More than one quarter of the population lived in the Budapest metropolitan area[image: External link], 6,903,858 people (69.5%) in cities and towns[image: External link] overall.[3] Like most other European countries, Hungary is experiencing sub-replacement fertility[image: External link], with the total fertility rate[image: External link] estimated at 1.43 children born/woman in 2015, lower than the replacement rate of 2.1.[141] This is leading to gradual population decline and rapid aging. The recent decrease in birth rate occurred in the 1990s; dropping from 1.87 in 1990 to 1.28 in 1999.[142] In 2011, the conservative government began a program to increase the birth rate with a focus on ethnic Magyars by reinstating 3 year maternity leave as well as boosting part-time jobs. The birth rate has gradually increased from 1.27 children born/woman in 2011.[143] The natural decrease in the first 10 months of 2016 was only 25,828 which was 8,162 less than the corresponding period in 2015.[144] In 2015, 47.9% of births were to unmarried women.[145] Life expectancy[image: External link] was 71.96 years for men and 79.62 years for women in 2015,[146] growing continuously since the fall of Communism[image: External link].[147]

Two sizable groups of people are referred to as "national minorities" because their ancestors have lived in their respective regions for centuries in Hungary. There is a German minority[image: External link] (about 130,000) living throughout the whole country, and there is a Romani minority[image: External link] (about 300,000) that mainly resides in the northern part of the country[image: External link]. According to the 2011 census, there were 8,014,029 (80.7%) Hungarians[image: External link], 608,957 (6.1%) Romani[image: External link], 131,951 (1.3%) Germans[image: External link], 29,647 (0.3%) Slovaks[image: External link], 26,345 (0.3%) Romanians[image: External link], and 23,561 (0.2%) Croats[image: External link] in Hungary. 1,455,883 people (14.7% of the total population) did not declare their ethnicity. Thus, Hungarians made up 98.0% of people who declared their ethnicity.[148] In Hungary, people can declare more than one ethnicity, so the sum of ethnicities is higher than the total population.[149]

Today approximately 5 million Hungarians live outside Hungary[image: External link].



	
Largest urban areas[image: External link] of Hungary





	

	Rank
	City
	Population
	Rank
	City
	Population
	




	1
	Budapest[image: External link]
	1,757,618
	11
	Szolnok[image: External link]
	72,786



	2
	Debrecen[image: External link]
	203,914
	12
	Tatabánya[image: External link]
	66,791



	3
	Szeged[image: External link]
	162,593
	13
	Érd[image: External link]
	63,993



	4
	Miskolc[image: External link]
	159,554
	14
	Kaposvár[image: External link]
	63,742



	5
	Pécs[image: External link]
	145,985
	15
	Sopron[image: External link]
	61,390



	6
	Győr[image: External link]
	129,372
	16
	Veszprém[image: External link]
	60,761



	7
	Nyíregyháza[image: External link]
	118,125
	17
	Békéscsaba[image: External link]
	60,334



	8
	Kecskemét[image: External link]
	111,836
	18
	Zalaegerszeg[image: External link]
	58,959



	9
	Székesfehérvár[image: External link]
	98,673
	19
	Eger[image: External link]
	54,609



	10
	Szombathely[image: External link]
	77,866
	20
	Nagykanizsa[image: External link]
	48,241



	




.
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Main articles: Hungarian language[image: External link] and Languages of Hungary[image: External link]


Hungarian[image: External link] is the official[image: External link] and predominant spoken language in Hungary. Hungarian is the 13th most widely spoken first language in Europe[image: External link] with around 13 million native speakers and it is one of 24 official and working languages of the European Union.[150] Outside Hungary it is also spoken by communities of Hungarian people in neighbouring countries and by Hungarian diaspora communities worldwide[image: External link]. According to the 2011 census, 9,896,333 people (99.6%) speak Hungarian in Hungary, of whom 9,827,875 people (99%) speak it as a first language[image: External link], while 68,458 people (0.7%) speak it as a second language[image: External link].[148] English (1,589,180 speakers, 16.0%), and German (1,111,997 speakers, 11.2%) are the most widely spoken foreign languages[image: External link], while there are several recognized minority languages in Hungary ( Croatian[image: External link], German, Romanian[image: External link], Romani[image: External link], Serbian[image: External link], Slovak[image: External link], Slovenian[image: External link], and Ukrainian[image: External link]).[3]

Hungarian (Magyar) is a member of the Uralic language family[image: External link], unrelated to any neighboring language and distantly related to Finnish[image: External link] and Estonian[image: External link]. It is the largest of the Uralic languages in terms of the number of speakers and the only one spoken in Central Europe[image: External link]. There are sizable populations of Hungarian speakers in Romania, the Czech and Slovak Republics, the former Yugoslavia, Ukraine, Israel, and the U.S. Smaller groups of Hungarian speakers live in Canada, Slovenia, and Austria, but also in Australia, Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Venezuela and Chile. Standard Hungarian is based on the variety spoken in the capital of Budapest[image: External link], although use of the standard dialect is enforced, Hungarian has a number of urban and rural dialects[image: External link].
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Main article: Religion in Hungary[image: External link]


Hungary is a historically Christian[image: External link] country. Hungarian historiography identifies the foundation of the Hungarian state with Stephen I's[image: External link] baptism[image: External link] and coronation with the Holy Hungarian Crown[image: External link] in A.D. 1000. Stephen promulgated Roman Catholicism[image: External link] as the state religion, and his successors were traditionally known as the Apostolic Kings[image: External link]. The Catholic Church in Hungary[image: External link] remained strong through the centuries, and the Archbishop of Esztergom[image: External link] was granted extraordinary temporal privileges as prince-primate[image: External link] of Hungary. Contemporary Hungary has no official religion[image: External link], but the constitution "recognizes Christianity's nation-building role".[151] Hungary is a secular[image: External link] country, and freedom of religion[image: External link] is a constitutional right.

With the onset of the Protestant Reformation[image: External link], most Hungarians took up first Lutheranism[image: External link], then soon afterwards Calvinism[image: External link]. In the second half of the 16th century, however, Jesuits[image: External link] led a partially successful campaign of Counter Reformation[image: External link] and the country once again became predominantly Catholic. However, eastern parts of the country, especially around Debrecen[image: External link] ("the Calvinist Rome"), retained strong Protestant communities.[152] Orthodox Christianity[image: External link] in Hungary is associated with the country's ethnic minorities: Romanians[image: External link], Rusyns[image: External link], Ukrainians[image: External link], and Serbs[image: External link].

Historically, Hungary was home to a significant Jewish community. Some Hungarian Jews[image: External link] were able to escape the Holocaust[image: External link] during World War II, but most (perhaps 550,000[153]) either were deported to concentration camps, from which the majority did not return, or were murdered by the Hungarian Arrow Cross fascists[image: External link].

The most recent, 2011 census shows that the majority of Hungarians are Christians (52.9%), with Roman Catholics[image: External link] (Katolikusok) (37.1%) and Hungarian Reformed[image: External link] Calvinists[image: External link] (Reformátusok) (11.1%) making up the bulk of these alongside Lutherans[image: External link] (Evangélikusok) (2.2%), Greek Catholics[image: External link] (2%), and Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link] (0.1%). Jewish[image: External link] (0.1%), and Muslim[image: External link] (0.06%) communities are in the minority, although this is complicated by the fact that 27.2% of respondents did not declare their religion while 16.7% declared themselves irreligious[image: External link], another 1.5% atheist[image: External link].[148]

According to new polls about Religiosity in the European Union[image: External link] in 2012 by Eurobarometer[image: External link] found that Christianity[image: External link] is the largest religion in Hungary accounting 71% of Hungarians[image: External link].[154] Catholics[image: External link] are the largest Christian[image: External link] group in Hungary, accounting for 58% of Hungary citizens,[154] while Protestants[image: External link] make up 7%, and Other Christian make up 6%. Non-believer/Agnostic[image: External link] account 21%, Atheist[image: External link] account's 1%.[154] In the Eurostat – Eurobarometer poll of 2005, 44% of Hungarians answered that they believed there is a God, 31% answered they believed there is some sort of spirit or life force, and 19% that they do not believe there is a God, spirit, or life force.[155]

The most recent Pew Research Center[image: External link], found that in 2015 76% of the population of Hungary declared itself Christians[image: External link], 21% religiously unaffiliated[image: External link]—a category which includes atheists[image: External link], agnostics[image: External link] and those who describe their religion as “nothing in particular[image: External link]”, while 3% belonged to other faiths.[4] The Christians divided between 56% Roman Catholic[image: External link], 13% Calvinists[image: External link], 7% other Christians and less than 1% are Eastern Orthodox[image: External link].[156] While the religiously unaffiliated[image: External link] divided between 5% as atheists and 16% as nothing in particular[image: External link].[157]
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Main article: Education in Hungary[image: External link]


Education in Hungary are predominantly public, run by the Ministry of Education[image: External link]. Preschool[image: External link]- kindergarten[image: External link] education is compulsory[image: External link] and provided for all children between three and six years old, after which school attendance is also compulsory[image: External link] until the age of sixteen.[158] Primary education[image: External link] usually lasts for eight years. Secondary education[image: External link] includes three traditional types of schools focused on different academic levels: the Gymnasium[image: External link] enrols the most gifted children and prepares students for university studies; the secondary vocational schools for intermediate students lasts four years and the technical school prepares pupils for vocational education[image: External link] and the world of work. The system is partly flexible and bridges exist, graduates from a vocational school can achieve a two years program to have access to vocational higher education for instance.[159] The Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study[image: External link] (TIMSS) rated 13–14-year-old pupils in Hungary among the bests in the world for maths and science.

Most of the Hungarian universities[image: External link] are public institutions[image: External link], and students traditionally study without fee payment. The general requirement for university is the Matura[image: External link]. The Hungarian public higher education[image: External link] system includes universities and other higher education institutes, that provide both education curricula and related degrees up to doctoral degree and also contribute to research activities. Health insurance for students is free until the end of their studies. English and German language is important in Hungarian higher education, there are a number of degree programs that are taught in these languages, which attracts thousands of exchange students[image: External link] every year. Hungary's higher education and training has been ranked 44 out of 148 countries in the Global competitiveness Report 2014.[160]

Hungary has a long tradition of higher education reflecting the existence of established knowledge economy[image: External link]. The established universities in Hungary[image: External link] include some of the oldest in the world[image: External link], the first was the University of Pécs[image: External link] founded in 1367 which is still functioning, although, in the year 1276, the university of Veszprém[image: External link] was destroyed by the troops of Peter Csák[image: External link], but it was never rebuilt. Sigismund[image: External link] established Óbuda University[image: External link] in 1395. Another, Universitas Istropolitana[image: External link], was established 1465 in Pozsony[image: External link] by Mattias Corvinus[image: External link]. Nagyszombat[image: External link] University was founded in 1635 and moved to Buda in 1777 and it is called Eötvös Loránd University[image: External link] today. The world's first institute of technology[image: External link] was founded in Selmecbánya[image: External link], Kingdom of Hungary in 1735, its legal successor is the University of Miskolc[image: External link]. The Budapest University of Technology and Economics[image: External link] is considered the oldest institute of technology in the world with university rank and structure, its legal predecessor the Institutum Geometrico-Hydrotechnicum was founded in 1782 by Emperor Joseph II[image: External link].
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Main article: Healthcare in Hungary[image: External link]


The Hungarian health care system[image: External link] is one of universal health care[image: External link] largely financed by government national health insurance[image: External link]. According to the OECD[image: External link], 100% of the total population is covered by universal health insurance[image: External link],[161] which is absolutely free for children[image: External link], students[image: External link], pensioners[image: External link], people with low income[image: External link], handicapped people[image: External link], priests[image: External link] and other church employees.[162][163] According to the OECD Hungary spent 7.8% of its GDP on health care in 2012. Total health expenditure was 1,688.7 US$ per capita in 2011, 1,098.3 US$ governmental-fund (65%) and 590.4 US$ private-fund (35%).[164]

Hungary is one of the main destinations of medical tourism in Europe[image: External link]. The country leads in dental tourism[image: External link],[165][166] its share is 42% in Europe and 21% worldwide.[166][167] Plastic surgery[image: External link] is also a key sector, 30% of the clients come from abroad. Hungary is home to numerous medicinal spas[image: External link],[168] spa tourism sometimes combined with other treatments.[169]

62,979 deaths (49.4% of all) in Hungary were caused by cardiovascular disease[image: External link] in 2013.[170] A number of cardiovascular disease deaths peaked in 1985 with 79,355, declining continuously since the fall of Communism.[170] The second most important cause of death was cancer[image: External link] with 33,274 (26.2% of all), stagnating since the 1990s.[170] A number of accident[image: External link] deaths dropped from 8,760 in 1990 to 3,654 in 2013, the number of suicides[image: External link] from 4,911 in 1983 to 2,093 in 2013 (21.1 per 100,000 people), the lowest data registered since 1956.[170] There are huge differences between the western and eastern parts of Hungary, heart disease[image: External link], hypertension[image: External link], stroke[image: External link], and suicide[image: External link] is prevalent in the mostly agricultural[image: External link] and low-income characteristic Great Plain[image: External link], but infrequent in the high-income and middle class[image: External link] characteristic Western Transdanubia[image: External link] and Central Hungary[image: External link].[171] Smoking[image: External link] also causes significant losses to Hungarian society. 28% of the adult population smoked in 2012, dropped to 19% in 2013 due to strict regulation.[172] Nationwide smoking bans expanded to every indoor public place, the sale of tobacco is limited to state-controlled tobacco shops called National Tobacco Shop.[173] The homicide rate was 1.3 per 100,000 people, which is among the lowest in the World[image: External link].
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Main article: Culture of Hungary[image: External link]
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See also: List of Hungarian architects[image: External link]


Hungary is home to the largest synagogue in Europe (Great Synagogue[image: External link]), built in 1859 in Moorish Revival style with a capacity of 3000 people, the largest medicinal bath in Europe (Széchenyi Medicinal Bath[image: External link]), completed in 1913 in Modern Renaissance Style and located in the City park, the biggest building in Hungary with its 268 metres (879 feet) length (the Parliament building), one of the largest basilicas in Europe (Esztergom Basilica[image: External link]), the second largest territorial abbey in the world (Pannonhalma Archabbey[image: External link]), and the largest early Christian necropolis outside Italy ( Pécs[image: External link]).

Notable architectural styles in Hungary include Historicism[image: External link] and Art Nouveau[image: External link], or rather several variants of Art Nouveau. In contrast to Historicism, Hungarian Art Nouveau is based on the national architectural characteristics. Taking the eastern origins of the Hungarians into account, Ödön Lechner[image: External link] (1845–1914), the most important figure in Hungarian Art Nouveau, was initially inspired by Indian and Syrian architecture, and later by traditional Hungarian decorative designs. In this way, he created an original synthesis of architectural styles. By applying them to three-dimensional architectural elements, he produced a version of Art Nouveau that was specific to Hungary.

Turning away from the style of Lechner, yet taking inspiration from his approach, the group of "Young People" (Fiatalok), which included Károly Kós[image: External link] and Dezsö Zrumeczky, were to use the characteristic structures and forms of traditional Hungarian architecture to achieve the same end.

Besides the two principal styles, Budapest also displays local versions of trends originating from other European countries. The Sezession from Vienna[image: External link], the German Jugendstil[image: External link], Art Nouveau from Belgium and France, and the influence of English and Finnish architecture are all reflected in the buildings constructed at the turn of the 20th century. Béla Lajta[image: External link] initially adopted Lechner's style, subsequently drawing his inspiration from English and Finnish trends; after developing an interest in the Egyptian[image: External link] style, he finally arrived at modern architecture. Aladár Árkay[image: External link] took almost the same route. István Medgyaszay[image: External link] developed his own style, which differed from Lechner's, using stylised traditional motifs to create decorative designs in concrete. In the sphere of applied arts, those chiefly responsible for promoting the spread of Art Nouveau were the School and Museum of Decorative Arts, which opened in 1896.

Foreigners have unexpectedly "discovered" that a significantly large portion of the citizens live in old and architecturally valuable buildings. In the Budapest[image: External link] downtown area almost all the buildings are about one hundred years old, with thick walls, high ceilings, and motifs on the front wall.[38][174]
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Main article: Music of Hungary[image: External link]


The music of Hungary consists mainly of traditional Hungarian folk music[image: External link] and music by prominent composers such as Liszt[image: External link] and Bartók[image: External link], considered to be the greatest Hungarian composers .[by whom?[image: External link]] Other composers of international renown are Dohnányi[image: External link], Franz Schmidt[image: External link], Zoltán Kodály[image: External link], Gabriel von Wayditch[image: External link], Rudolf Wagner-Régeny[image: External link], László Lajtha[image: External link], Franz Lehár[image: External link], Imre Kálmán[image: External link], Sándor Veress[image: External link] and Rózsa[image: External link]. Hungarian traditional music tends to have a strong dactylic[image: External link] rhythm, as the language is invariably stressed on the first syllable of each word.

Hungary also has a number of internationally renowned composers of contemporary classical music, György Ligeti[image: External link], György Kurtág[image: External link], Péter Eötvös[image: External link], Zoltán Kodály[image: External link] and Zoltán Jeney[image: External link] among them. One of the greatest Hungarian composers, Béla Bartók[image: External link], was also among the most significant musicians of the 20th century. His music was invigorated by the themes, modes, and rhythmic patterns of the Hungarian and neighboring folk music traditions he studied, which he synthesized with influences from his contemporaries into his own distinctive style .[citation needed[image: External link]]

Hungary has made many contributions to the fields of folk[image: External link], popular[image: External link] and classical music[image: External link]. Hungarian folk music is a prominent part of the national identity and continues to play a major part in Hungarian music. Hungarian folk music has been significant in former country parts that belong – since the 1920 Treaty of Trianon[image: External link] – to neighbouring countries such as Romania, Slovakia, southern Poland and especially in southern Slovakia and Transylvania[image: External link]; both regions have significant numbers of Hungarians. After the establishment of a music academy led by Ferenc Erkel[image: External link] and Franz Liszt[image: External link] Hungary produced an important number of art musicians:


	Pianists: Ernő von Dohnányi[image: External link], Ervin Nyíregyházi[image: External link], Andor Földes[image: External link], Tamás Vásáry[image: External link], György Sándor[image: External link], Géza Anda[image: External link], Annie Fischer[image: External link], György Cziffra[image: External link], Edward Kilényi[image: External link], Bálint Vázsonyi[image: External link], András Schiff[image: External link], Zoltán Kocsis[image: External link], Dezső Ránki[image: External link], Jenő Jandó[image: External link] and others.

	Violists: Joseph Joachim[image: External link], Leopold Auer[image: External link], Jenő Hubay[image: External link], Jelly d'Arányi[image: External link], Joseph Szigeti[image: External link], Sándor Végh[image: External link], Emil Telmanyi[image: External link], Ede Zathurecky, Zsigmondy[image: External link], Franz von Vecsey[image: External link], Zoltán Székely[image: External link], Tibor Varga[image: External link] and newcomers Antal Szalai[image: External link], Vilmos Szabadi[image: External link], Kristóf Baráti[image: External link] (b. 79) and others.

	Opera singers: Astrid Varnay[image: External link], József Simándy[image: External link], Júlia Várady[image: External link], Júlia Hamari[image: External link], Kolos Kováts (Bluebeard in Bartók's Bluebeard)

	Conductors: Eugene Ormandy[image: External link], George Szell[image: External link], Antal Doráti[image: External link], János Ferencsik[image: External link], Fritz Reiner[image: External link], sir Georg Solti[image: External link], István Kertész[image: External link], Ferenc Fricsay[image: External link], Zoltán Rozsnyai[image: External link], Sándor Végh[image: External link], Árpád Joó[image: External link], Ádám Fischer[image: External link], Iván Fischer[image: External link], Péter Eötvös[image: External link], Zoltán Kocsis[image: External link], Tamás Vásáry[image: External link], Gilbert Varga[image: External link] and others

	String Quartets: Budapest Quartet[image: External link], Hungarian Quartet[image: External link], Végh Quartet[image: External link], Takács Quartet[image: External link], Kodály Quartet[image: External link], Éder Quartet, Festetics Quartet[image: External link],



Broughton claims that Hungary's "infectious sound has been surprisingly influential on neighboring countries (thanks perhaps to the common Austro-Hungarian history) and it's not uncommon to hear Hungarian-sounding tunes in Romania, Slovakia and Poland".[175] It is also strong in the Szabolcs-Szatmár[image: External link] area and in the southwest part of Transdanubia[image: External link], near the border with Croatia. The Busójárás[image: External link] carnival in Mohács[image: External link] is a major Hungarian folk music event, formerly featuring the long-established and well-regarded Bogyiszló orchestra[image: External link].[176]

Hungarian classical music[image: External link] has long been an "experiment, made from Hungarian antecedents and on Hungarian soil, to create a conscious musical culture [using the] musical world of the folk song".[177] Although the Hungarian upper class has long had cultural and political connections with the rest of Europe, leading to an influx of European musical ideas, the rural peasants maintained their own traditions such that by the end of the 19th century Hungarian composers could draw on rural peasant music to (re)create a Hungarian classical style.[178] For example, Bartók collected folk songs from across Central and Eastern Europe, including Romania and Slovakia, while Kodály was more interested in creating a distinctively Hungarian musical style.

During the era of Communist rule in Hungary (1944–1989), a Song Committee scoured and censored popular music for traces of subversion and ideological impurity. Since then, however, the Hungarian music industry has begun to recover, producing successful performers in the fields of jazz[image: External link] such as trumpeter Rudolf Tomsits[image: External link], pianist-composer Károly Binder[image: External link] and, in a modernized form of Hungarian folk, Ferenc Sebő[image: External link] and Márta Sebestyén[image: External link]. The three giants of Hungarian rock, Illés[image: External link], Metró[image: External link] and Omega[image: External link], remain very popular, especially Omega, which has followings in Germany and beyond as well as in Hungary. Older veteran underground bands such as Beatrice[image: External link], from the 1980s, also remain popular.
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 Literature




Main article: Hungarian literature[image: External link]


In the earliest times, Hungarian language[image: External link] was written in a runic-like script[image: External link] (although it was not used for literature purposes in the modern interpretation). The country switched to the Latin alphabet[image: External link] after being Christianized under the reign of Stephen I of Hungary[image: External link] (1000–1038).

The oldest remained written record in Hungarian language is a fragment in the Establishing charter of the abbey of Tihany[image: External link] (1055) which contains several Hungarian terms, among them the words feheruuaru rea meneh hodu utu rea, "up the military road to Fehérvár[image: External link]" The rest of the document was written in Latin.


The oldest remaining complete text in Hungarian language is the Funeral Sermon and Prayer[image: External link] (Halotti beszéd és könyörgés) (1192–1195), a translation of a Latin sermon.

The oldest remaining poem in Hungarian is the Old Hungarian Laments of Mary[image: External link] (Ómagyar Mária-siralom), also a (not very strict) translation from Latin, from the 13th century. It is also the oldest surviving Uralic[image: External link] poem.

Among the first chronicles about Hungarian history were Gesta Hungarorum[image: External link] ("Deeds of the Hungarians") by the unknown author usually called Anonymus, and Gesta Hunnorum et Hungarorum[image: External link] ("Deeds of the Huns and the Hungarians") by Simon Kézai. Both are in Latin. These chronicles mix history with legends, so historically they are not always authentic. Another chronicle is the Képes krónika (Illustrated Chronicle), which was written for Louis the Great[image: External link].

Renaissance[image: External link] literature flourished under the reign of King Matthias[image: External link] (1458–1490). Janus Pannonius[image: External link], although he wrote in Latin, counts as one of the most important persons in Hungarian literature, being the only significant Hungarian Humanist poet of the period. The first printing house was also founded during Matthias' reign, by András Hess[image: External link], in Buda. The first book printed in Hungary was the Chronica Hungarorum[image: External link]. The most important poets of the period was Bálint Balassi[image: External link] (1554–1594) and Miklós Zrínyi[image: External link] (1620–1664).

Balassi's poetry shows Mediaeval influences, his poems can be divided into three sections: love poems, war poems and religious poems. Zrínyi's most significant work, the epic Szigeti veszedelem[image: External link] ("Peril of Sziget", written in 1648/49) is written in a fashion similar to the Iliad[image: External link], and recounts the heroic Battle of Szigetvár[image: External link], where his great-grandfather died while defending the castle of Szigetvár. Among the religious literary works the most important is the Bible translation by Gáspár Károli[image: External link] (The second Hungarian Bible translation in the history), the Protestant pastor of Gönc[image: External link], in 1590. The translation is called the Bible of Vizsoly, after the town where it was first published. (See Bible translations into Hungarian[image: External link] for more details.)

The Hungarian enlightenment took place about fifty years after the French enlightenment[image: External link]. The first enlightened writers were Maria Theresia[image: External link]'s bodyguards (György Bessenyei[image: External link], János Batsányi[image: External link] and others). The greatest poets of the time were Mihály Csokonai Vitéz[image: External link] and Dániel Berzsenyi[image: External link]. The greatest figure of the language reform was Ferenc Kazinczy[image: External link]. The Hungarian language[image: External link] became feasible for all type of scientific explanations from this time, and furthermore many new words were coined for describing new inventions.

Hungarian literature[image: External link] has recently gained some renown outside the borders of Hungary (mostly through translations into German, French and English). Some modern Hungarian authors have become increasingly popular in Germany and Italy especially Sándor Márai[image: External link], Péter Esterházy[image: External link], Péter Nádas[image: External link] and Imre Kertész[image: External link]. The latter is a contemporary Jewish writer who survived the Holocaust and won the Nobel Prize for literature in 2002. The older classics of Hungarian literature and Hungarian poetry have remained almost totally unknown outside Hungary. János Arany[image: External link], a famous 19th-century Hungarian poet, is still much loved in Hungary (especially his collection of Ballads[image: External link]), among several other "true classics" like Sándor Petőfi[image: External link], the poet of the Revolution of 1848, Endre Ady[image: External link], Mihály Babits[image: External link], Dezső Kosztolányi[image: External link], Attila József[image: External link], Miklós Radnóti[image: External link] and János Pilinszky[image: External link]. Other well-known Hungarian authors are László Krasznahorkai[image: External link], Ferenc Móra[image: External link], Géza Gárdonyi[image: External link], Zsigmond Móricz[image: External link], Gyula Illyés[image: External link], Albert Wass[image: External link], Miklós Szentkuthy[image: External link] and Magda Szabó[image: External link].
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 Cuisine




Main article: Hungarian cuisine[image: External link]


See also: Hungarian wine[image: External link] and Beer in Hungary[image: External link]


Hungarian cuisine is a prominent feature of the Hungarian culture, just like the art of hospitality. Traditional dishes such as the world-famous Goulash[image: External link] (gulyás stew or gulyás soup) feature prominently. Dishes are often flavoured with paprika[image: External link] (ground red peppers), a Hungarian innovation.[179] The paprika powder, obtained from a special type of pepper, is one of the most common spices used in typical Hungarian cuisine. The best quality of paprika comes from the city of Kalocsa .[citation needed[image: External link]] Thick, heavy Hungarian sour cream called tejföl[image: External link] is often used to soften the dishes' flavour. The famous Hungarian hot river fish soup called Fisherman's soup or halászlé[image: External link] is usually a rich mixture of several kinds of poached fish.

Other dishes are chicken paprikash, foie gras[image: External link] made of goose liver, pörkölt[image: External link] stew, vadas, (game stew with vegetable gravy and dumplings[image: External link]), trout[image: External link] with almonds and salty and sweet dumplings, like túrós csusza[image: External link], (dumplings with fresh quark[image: External link] cheese and thick sour cream). Desserts include the iconic Dobos Cake[image: External link], strudels[image: External link] (rétes), filled with apple, cherry, poppy seed or cheese, Gundel pancake[image: External link], plum dumplings (szilvás gombóc[image: External link]), somlói dumplings, dessert soups like chilled sour cherry soup[image: External link] and sweet chestnut puree, gesztenyepüré (cooked chestnuts[image: External link] mashed with sugar and rum and split into crumbs, topped with whipped cream). Perec[image: External link] and kifli[image: External link] are widely popular pastries.

The csárda is the most distinctive type of Hungarian inn, an old-style tavern offering traditional cuisine and beverages. Borozó usually denotes a cozy old-fashioned wine tavern, pince is a beer or wine cellar and a söröző is a pub[image: External link] offering draught beer and sometimes meals. The bisztró is an inexpensive restaurant often with self-service. The büfé is the cheapest place, although one may have to eat standing at a counter. Pastries, cakes and coffee are served at the confectionery called cukrászda, while an eszpresszó is a cafeteria.

Pálinka[image: External link]: is a fruit brandy, distilled from fruit grown in the orchards situated on the Great Hungarian Plain[image: External link]. It is a spirit native to Hungary and comes in a variety of flavours including apricot (barack) and cherry (cseresznye). However, plum (szilva) is the most popular flavour. Beer: Beer goes well with many traditional Hungarian dishes. The five main Hungarian brands are: Borsodi[image: External link], Soproni, Arany Ászok, Kõbányai, and Dreher[image: External link].

Wine: As Hugh Johnson[image: External link] says in The History of Wine, the territory of Hungary is ideal for wine-making. Since the fall of communism there has been a renaissance in Hungarian wine-making. The choice of quality wine is widening from year to year. The country can be divided to six wine regions: North-Transdanubia, Lake Balaton[image: External link], South-Pannónia, Duna-region or Alföld, Upper-Hungary and Tokaj-Hegyalja[image: External link].

Hungarian wine regions offer a great variety of styles: the main products of the country are elegant and full-bodied dry whites with good acidity, although complex sweet whites (Tokaj), elegant ( Eger[image: External link]) and full-bodied robust reds ( Villány[image: External link] and Szekszárd[image: External link]). The main varieties are: Olaszrizling[image: External link], Hárslevelű[image: External link], Furmint[image: External link], Pinot gris[image: External link] or Szürkebarát, Chardonnay[image: External link] (whites), Kékfrankos[image: External link] (or Blaufrankisch in German), Kadarka[image: External link], Portugieser[image: External link], Zweigelt[image: External link], Cabernet sauvignon[image: External link], Cabernet franc[image: External link] and Merlot[image: External link]. The most famous wines from Hungary are Tokaji Aszú[image: External link] and Egri Bikavér[image: External link] .[citation needed[image: External link]] Tokaji[image: External link], meaning "of Tokaj", or "from Tokaj" in Hungarian, is used to label wines from the wine region of Tokaj-Hegyalja[image: External link]. Tokaji wine has received accolades from numerous great writers and composers including Beethoven[image: External link], Liszt[image: External link], Schubert[image: External link] and Goethe[image: External link]; Joseph Haydn[image: External link]'s favorite wine was a Tokaji .[citation needed[image: External link]] Louis XV[image: External link] and Frederick the Great[image: External link] tried to outdo one another in the excellence of the vintages they stocked when they treated guests like Voltaire[image: External link] to Tokaji.[citation needed[image: External link]] Napoleon III[image: External link], the last Emperor of France, ordered 30–40 barrels of Tokaji for the Court every year .[citation needed[image: External link]] Gustav III[image: External link] never had any other wine to drink .[citation needed[image: External link]] In Russia, customers included Peter the Great[image: External link] and Empress Elizabeth of Russia[image: External link] .[citation needed[image: External link]]

For over 150 years, a blend of 40 Hungarian herbs has been used to create the liqueur Unicum[image: External link]. Unicum is a bitter, dark-coloured liqueur that can be drunk as an apéritif or after a meal, thus helping the digestion.
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 Recreation




Hungary is a land of thermal[image: External link] water. A passion for spa culture and Hungarian history[image: External link] have been connected from the very beginning. Hungarian spas feature Roman[image: External link], Greek[image: External link], Turkish[image: External link], and northern country architectural elements.[180]

Because of an advantageous geographical location, good quality thermal water can be found in great quantities on over 80% of Hungary's territory. Approximately 1,500 thermal springs can be found in Hungary (more than 100 just in the Capital area). There are approximately 450 public baths in Hungary.[181]

The Romans[image: External link] heralded the first age of spas in Hungary. The remains of their bath complexes are still to be seen in Óbuda[image: External link]. Spa culture was revived during the Turkish Invasion[image: External link] and the thermal springs of Buda[image: External link] were used for the construction of a number of bathhouses, some of which such as (Király Baths[image: External link], Rudas Baths[image: External link]) are still functioning.

In the 19th century, the advancement in deep drilling and medical science provided the springboard for a further leap in bathing culture. Grand spas such as Gellért Baths[image: External link], Lukács Baths, Margaret Island[image: External link], and Széchenyi Medicinal Bath[image: External link] are a reflection of this resurgence in popularity. The Széchenyi Thermal Bath is the largest spa complex in Europe and it was the first thermal bath built in the Pest side of Budapest .[citation needed[image: External link]] This building is a noted example of modern Renaissance Style. Located on the Buda side of Budapest, the Gellért spa is the most famous and luxurious thermal complex of the capital city.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Folk art




Ugrós[image: External link] (Jumping dances): Old style dances dating back to the Middle Ages[image: External link]. Solo or couple dances accompanied by old style music, shepherd and other solo man's dances from Transylvania[image: External link], and marching dances along with remnants of medieval weapon dances belong in this group.

Karikázó[image: External link]: a circle dance performed by women only accompanied by singing of folksongs.

Csárdás[image: External link]: New style dances developed in the 18–19th centuries is the Hungarian name for the national dances, with Hungarian embroidered costumes and energetic music. From the men's intricate bootslapping dances to the ancient women's circle dances, Csárdás demonstrates the infectious exuberance of the Hungarian folk dancing still celebrated in the villages.

Verbunkos[image: External link]: a solo man's dance evolved from the recruiting performances of the Austro-Hungarian[image: External link] army.

The Legényes[image: External link] is a men's solo dance done by the ethnic Hungarian people living in the Kalotaszeg[image: External link] region of Transylvania. Although usually danced by young men, it can be also danced by older men. The dance is generally performed freestyle by one dancer at a time in front of a band. Women participate in the dance by standing in lines to the side, and singing or shouting verses while the men dance. Each man performs a number of points (dance phrases), typically four to eight without repetition. Each point consists of four parts, each lasting four counts. The first part is usually the same for everyone (there are only a few variations).

It was in the beginning of the 18th-century that the present style of Hungarian folk art took shape, incorporating both Renaissance[image: External link] and Baroque[image: External link] elements, depending on the area, as well as Persian Sassanide[image: External link] influences. Flowers and leaves, sometimes a bird or a spiral ornament, are the principal decorative themes. The most frequent ornament is a flower with a centerpiece resembling the eye of a peacock's feather.

Nearly all the manifestations of folk art practiced elsewhere in Europe also flourished among the Magyar[image: External link] peasantry at one time or another, their ceramics and textile being the most highly developed of all.

The finest achievements in their textile arts are the embroideries which vary from region to region. Those of Kalotaszeg[image: External link] in Transylvania are charming products of Oriental design, sewn chiefly in a single color – red, blue, or black. Soft in line, the embroideries are applied on altar cloths, pillow-cases and sheets.

In Hungary proper, Sárköz in Transdanubia[image: External link] and the Matyóföld[image: External link] in the Great Hungarian Plain[image: External link] produce the finest embroideries. In the Sárköz[image: External link] region the women's caps show black and white designs as delicate as lace, and give evidence of the people's wonderfully subtle artistic feeling. The embroidery motifs applied to women's wear have also been transposed to tablecloths and runners suitable for modern use as wall decorations.

These vessels, made of black clay, reflect more than three hundred years of traditional Transdanubian folk patterns and shapes. No two are precisely alike, since all work is done by hand, including both the shaping and the decorating. The imprints are made by the thumb or a finger of the ceramist who makes the piece.
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 Porcelain




Main articles: Herend Porcelain[image: External link] and Zsolnay[image: External link]


Founded in 1826, Herend Porcelain[image: External link] is one of the world's largest ceramic factories, specializing in luxury hand painted and gilded porcelain[image: External link]. In the mid-19th century it was purveyor to the Habsburg Dynasty[image: External link] and aristocratic customers throughout Europe. Many of its classic patterns are still in production. After the fall of communism in Hungary, the factory was privatised and is now 75% owned by its management and workers, exporting to over 60 countries of the world.[182]

Zsolnay Porcelain Manufacture is a Hungarian manufacturer of porcelain, pottery, ceramics, tiles and stoneware. The company introduced the eosin glazing process and pyrogranite ceramics. The Zsolnay factory was established by Miklós Zsolnay in Pécs[image: External link], Hungary, to produce stoneware and ceramics in 1853. In 1863, his son, Vilmos Zsolnay[image: External link] (1828–1900) joined the company and became its manager and director after several years. He led the factory to worldwide recognition by demonstrating its innovative products at world fairs and international exhibitions, including the 1873 World Fair in Vienna, then at the 1878 World Fair in Paris, where Zsolnay received a Grand Prix.
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 Sport




See also: Hungary at the Olympics[image: External link]


Hungarian athletes[image: External link] have been successful contenders in the Olympic Games[image: External link], only seven countries have won more Olympic medals than Hungary, with a total of 497 medals ranking eighth in an all-time Olympic Games medal count[image: External link]. Hungary has the third-highest number of Olympic medals[image: External link] per capita and second-highest number of gold medals per capita in the world.[183] Hungary has historically excelled in Olympic water sports. In water polo[image: External link] the Hungarian team is the leading medal winner by a significant margin[image: External link] and in swimming Hungarian men[image: External link] are fourth most successful overall, while the women[image: External link] are eighth most successful overall. They have also seen success in canoeing and kayaking they are the third most successful overall[image: External link].

In 2015 the Assembly of the Hungarian Olympic Committee[image: External link] and the Assembly of Budapest[image: External link] decided to bid for the 2024 Summer Olympics[image: External link]. Budapest has lost several bids to host the games, in 1916[image: External link], 1920[image: External link], 1936[image: External link], 1944[image: External link], and 1960[image: External link] to Berlin[image: External link], Antwerp[image: External link], London[image: External link], and Rome[image: External link], respectively.[184][185] The Hungarian Parliament[image: External link] also voted to support the bid on 28 January 2016, later Budapest City Council approved list of venues and Budapest became an official candidate for the 2024 Summer Olympic Games[image: External link].

Hungary hosted many global sport[image: External link] event in the past, among others the 1997 World Amateur Boxing Championships[image: External link], 2000 World Fencing Championships[image: External link], 2001 World Allround Speed Skating Championships[image: External link], 2008 World Interuniversity Games[image: External link], 2008 World Modern Pentathlon Championships[image: External link], 2010 ITU World Championship Series[image: External link], 2011 IIHF World Championship[image: External link], 2013 World Fencing Championships[image: External link], 2013 World Wrestling Championships[image: External link], 2014 World Masters Athletics Championships[image: External link] and will in the future, like 2017 World Aquatics Championships[image: External link], 2017 World Judo Championships[image: External link], only in the last two decade. Besides these, Hungary was the home of many European-level tournaments, like 2006 European Aquatics Championships[image: External link], 2010 European Aquatics Championships[image: External link], 2013 European Judo Championships[image: External link], 2013 European Karate Championships[image: External link] and will be the host of 4 matches in the UEFA Euro 2020[image: External link], which will be held in the 67,889-seat new multi-purpose[image: External link] Puskás Ferenc Stadium[image: External link].

The Hungarian Grand Prix[image: External link] in Formula One[image: External link] has been held at the Hungaroring[image: External link] just outside Budapest[image: External link], which circuit has FIA[image: External link] Grade 1 license.[186] Since 1986, the race has been a round of the FIA[image: External link] Formula One[image: External link] World Championship. At the 2013 Hungarian Grand Prix[image: External link], it was confirmed that Hungary will continue to host a Formula 1 race until 2021.[187] The track was completely resurfaced for the first time in early 2016, and it was announced the Grand Prix's deal was extended for a further 5 years, until 2026.[188]

Chess[image: External link] is also a popular and successful sport in Hungary, the Hungarian players are the 10th most powerful overall on the ranking of World Chess Federation[image: External link].[189] There are about 54 Grandmasters[image: External link] and 118 International Masters[image: External link] in Hungary, which is more than in France[image: External link] or United Kingdom. World top junior player is the Hungarian Richárd Rapport[image: External link] currently on the FIDE World Rankings[image: External link], while Judit Polgár[image: External link] generally considered the strongest[image: External link] female chess player of all time. Some of the world's best sabre[image: External link] athletes have historically also hailed from Hungary,[190][191] and in 2009, the Hungarian national ice hockey team qualified for their first IIHF World Championship[image: External link], in 2015, they qualified for their second World Championship in the top division.









[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 Football




See also: Football in Hungary[image: External link]


Hungary has won three Olympic football titles, finished runners-up in the 1938[image: External link] and 1954 FIFA World Cups[image: External link], and third in the 1964 UEFA European Football Championship[image: External link]. Hungary revolutionized the sport in the 1950s, laying the tactical fundamentals of total football[image: External link] and dominating international football with the Aranycsapat[image: External link] ("Golden Team"), which included Ferenc Puskás[image: External link], top goalscorer of the 20th century,[192][193][194] to whom FIFA dedicated[195] its newest award, the Puskás Award[image: External link]. The side of that era has the second all-time highest Football Elo Ranking in the world[image: External link], with 2166, and one of the longest undefeated runs in football history, remaining unbeaten in 31 games spanning more than four years.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The post-golden age decades saw a gradually weakening Hungary, though recently there is renewal in all aspects. The Hungarian Children's Football Federation was founded in 2008, as youth development thrives. For the first time in Hungarian football's history, they hosted the 2010 UEFA Futsal Championship[image: External link] in Budapest[image: External link] and Debrecen[image: External link], the first time the MLSZ[image: External link] staged a UEFA[image: External link] finals tournament. Also, the national teams have produced some surprise successes such as beating Euro 2004[image: External link] winner Greece[image: External link] 3–2[196] and 2006 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] winner Italy[image: External link] 3–1.[197] During UEFA Euro 2016[image: External link] Hungary won Group F[image: External link] and were eventually defeated in the quarterfinals.
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 See also





	Outline of Hungary[image: External link]

	Index of Hungary-related articles[image: External link]
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Universal Television






Universal Television is the television[image: External link] production subsidiary[image: External link] of the NBCUniversal Television Group[image: External link] and, by extension, the production arm of the NBC television network (since a majority of the company's shows air on NBC, and accounts for most of that network's prime time programming). It was formerly known as Revue Studios, MCA/Universal, NBC Studios, NBC Universal Television Studio, and Universal Media Studios. Both NBC Studios and Universal Network Television are predecessors of Universal Media Studios.
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Revue Productions (also known as Revue Studios) was founded in 1943 by MCA[image: External link] to produce live radio shows and also produced "Stage Door Canteen" live events for the USO during World War II. Revue was re-launched as MCA's television production subsidiary in 1950. The partnership of NBC and Revue extends as far back as September 6, 1950, with the television broadcast of Armour Theatre, based on radio's Stars Over Hollywood. MCA bought the Universal Studios lot in 1958 and was renamed Revue Studios. Following its merger with Decca Records[image: External link], the then-parent of Universal Pictures[image: External link], the studio backlot name was changed back to Universal. In 1964, MCA formed Universal City Studios to merge the Motion Picture and Television arms of both Universal Pictures and Revue Productions, and Revue was officially renamed Universal Television in 1966.

During the early years of television, Revue was responsible for producing and/or distributing many television classics. The most noteworthy included Leave It to Beaver[image: External link], which ran for only one season on CBS[image: External link] before going to ABC[image: External link] from 1958 until 1963. In addition, Revue also made Alan Hale, Jr.[image: External link]'s Biff Baker, U.S.A.[image: External link] (1952–1953) and all three of Rod Cameron[image: External link]'s syndicated[image: External link] series, City Detective[image: External link] (1953–1955), State Trooper[image: External link] (1956–1959), and COronado 9[image: External link] (1960–1961) and the Bill Williams[image: External link] western series, The Adventures of Kit Carson[image: External link] (1951–1955). It produced Bachelor Father[image: External link] (1957–1962), for "Bachelor Productions", Edmond O'Brien[image: External link]'s syndicated crime drama[image: External link] Johnny Midnight[image: External link], based on a fictitious New York City[image: External link] actor-turned-private detective[image: External link]. Another of its offerings was the 52-episode Crusader[image: External link], the first Brian Keith[image: External link] series, which ran on CBS 1955–1956. Also McHale's Navy[image: External link] was produced by Revue from 1962 to 1966.

In December 1958 MCA/Revue purchased Universal Studios's 367 acre backlot[image: External link] to produce television series, then leased it back to Universal for a million dollars a year for a decade.[2]

Revue also produced later seasons of The Jack Benny Program[image: External link] for CBS and NBC and in co-operation with Jack Benny[image: External link]'s J and M productions Checkmate[image: External link], General Electric Theater[image: External link] and Alfred Hitchcock Presents[image: External link] for CBS, Studio 57[image: External link] for DuMont[image: External link], and westerns such as Tales of Wells Fargo[image: External link], The Restless Gun[image: External link] and Laramie[image: External link] for NBC, as well as Wagon Train[image: External link] for NBC and ABC, and the first two seasons of NBC's The Virginian[image: External link], based on a film released originally by Paramount Pictures[image: External link], whose pre-1950 theatrical sound feature film library was sold to MCA in 1957. Wagon Train was the only Revue-produced TV show ever to finish an American television season in first place.
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NBC Productions was founded in 1947 by RCA[image: External link] (NBC's former parent company). In 1996, the company was renamed NBC Studios. In 2004, NBC Studios was merged with Universal Network Television to form NBC Universal Television Studio.[1]
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MCA TV (also known as MCA Television Enterprises) was founded in 1951, several years before parent MCA[image: External link]'s purchase of the US branch of Decca Records[image: External link] (in 1959) and Universal Pictures[image: External link] (in 1962). For more than four decades, it was one of the most active syndicators of television programming. During the 1980s, it distributed both off-network reruns of shows like Kate & Allie[image: External link] and Gimme a Break![image: External link], as well as original syndication product like the animated action series Bionic Six[image: External link] (co-produced with TMS Entertainment[image: External link]), The Morton Downey Jr. Show[image: External link] (taped at then-MCA owned WWOR-TV[image: External link] in Secaucus, NJ[image: External link]), The Munsters Today[image: External link] (a revival of the classic Universal sitcom), and Pictionary[image: External link], based on the popular board game.

MCA Television and Paramount Domestic Television[image: External link] (PDT) had formed Premier Advertiser Sales, a joint venture created for the sale of advertising for their existing syndicated programs in September 1989. As a possible outgrowth of this sales joint venture, MCA and Paramount began plans for a new network, Premier Program Service[image: External link].[3] With Premier Program Service halted, MCA teamed up with Chris-Craft TV[image: External link] for a syndicated programming block, Hollywood Premiere Network[image: External link], that lasted for only the 1990-1991 season.[4]

In 1996[image: External link] MCA TV was renamed to Universal Television Enterprises; at this time they also assumed production and distribution of several daytime talk shows previously produced by Multimedia Entertainment[image: External link] (which Universal had acquired), including The Jerry Springer Show[image: External link].

MCA Television Entertainment (commonly known as MTE) was formed in 1987. It primarily dealt with made-for-TV movies and series like Dream On[image: External link] that were made for cable networks like HBO[image: External link]. Like MCA TV, in 1996 it was renamed Universal Television Entertainment.

EMKA, Ltd.[image: External link] is the holding company responsible for a majority of the pre-1950 Paramount Pictures[image: External link] sound library. As an official part of the Universal Pictures[image: External link] library, they are part of the company's television unit, Universal Television.
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 Universal Television




The first incarnation of Universal Television was reincorporated from Revue Productions in 1966, 4 years after MCA[image: External link] bought Universal Pictures and its then-current parent Decca Records. Among their many contributions to television programming included production of the first motion picture made exclusively for television[image: External link] (See How They Run[image: External link] from 1964), the first series with revolving stars[image: External link] (Name of the Game[image: External link] from 1968), the first rotating series with an umbrella title (1969's The Bold Ones[image: External link]) and the first two-part television movie (Vanished from 1971). Uni TV (also commonly known as MCA/Universal) also co-produced many shows with Jack Webb's Mark VII Limited[image: External link] such as Emergency![image: External link], Adam-12[image: External link] and a revival of the 1951 series Dragnet[image: External link]. During the 1970s and 1980s, Uni TV produced shows such as Baretta[image: External link], The Rockford Files[image: External link], Murder, She Wrote[image: External link], Miami Vice[image: External link], Battlestar Galactica[image: External link], Buck Rogers in the 25th Century (TV series)[image: External link], Knight Rider[image: External link], The A-Team[image: External link], Simon & Simon[image: External link] and Magnum, P.I.[image: External link], which received critical acclaim and several TV movie spin-offs after their cancellations.

In 1990, MCA/Uni TV began the Law & Order[image: External link] franchise. In 1996, MCA was reincorporated as Universal Studios. Around the same time, Universal was acquired by Joseph A. Seagram and Sons and later acquired the USA Networks and Multimedia Entertainment. In 1997, After the breakup of the United International Pictures[image: External link] TV arm. the company formed Universal Worldwide Television. In 1998, Universal sold off its USA Networks and Universal Television to Barry Diller and renamed it Studios USA.

In 1999, Seagram bought PolyGram[image: External link], which included PolyGram Television and the post-1996 film[image: External link] library (plus some of the pre-1996 films). The deal closed in 2000 and quickly adapted PolyGram to the Universal name. Vivendi Universal acquired Studios USA and made Diller as CEO of VU Entertainment fully reforming Universal Television.

On August 2, 2004, GE formed NBC Universal Television.[1]
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Studios USA was formed by Barry Diller[image: External link] when he bought Universal Television and the USA Networks from Seagram[image: External link]'s Universal Studios[image: External link] in 1998. It produced and distributed talk shows[image: External link]. It also produced shows formerly from Universal Television. The company also formed USA Films and USA Home Entertainment. In 2002, Vivendi Universal[image: External link] acquired Studios USA and the rest of USA's non-shopping (film and TV) assets, and reverted the remaining series produced and/or distributed by Studios USA to Universal Television.
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 History




NBC Universal Television Studio was formed in 2004 from NBC Studios and Universal Network Television after NBC and Universal merged.[1] On June 14, 2007, NBC Universal Television Studio was renamed Universal Media Studios (UMS) as the unit would be also developing entertainment for the web.[5]

On July 21, 2009, Universal Cable Productions[image: External link] was split off from UMS and placed into NBCUniversal's NBCU Cable Entertainment[image: External link] division.[6] On September 12, 2011, Universal Media Studios was renamed to Universal Television.[7]
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	Title
	Network
	Original running
	Notes



	Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link]
	NBC
	1999–present
	with Wolf Films



	Last Call with Carson Daly[image: External link]
	2002–present
	with Carson Daly Productions



	Chicago Fire[image: External link]
	2012–present
	with Wolf Films



	Hollywood Game Night[image: External link]
	2013-present
	with Hazy Mills Productions and Mission Control Media



	The Blacklist[image: External link]
	2013–present
	with Davis Entertainment[image: External link] and Sony Pictures Television[image: External link]



	Chicago PD[image: External link]
	2014–present
	with Wolf Films



	The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link]
	2014-present
	with Broadway Video[image: External link]



	Late Night with Seth Meyers[image: External link]
	2014-present
	with Broadway Video[image: External link]



	Food Fighters[image: External link]
	2014-present
	with Electus[image: External link]



	The Carmichael Show[image: External link]
	2015-present
	with Morningside Entertainment, A24 Films[image: External link], Stoller Global Solutions, Lunch Bag Snail Productions and 20th Century Fox Television[image: External link]



	Chicago Med[image: External link]
	2015-present
	with Wolf Films



	Superstore[image: External link]
	2015-present
	with Spitzer Holding Company and The District



	Shades of Blue[image: External link]
	2016-present
	with Nuyorican Productions[image: External link], EGTV Productions, Ryan Seacrest Productions, Jack Orman Productions and Adi TV Studios



	Maya & Marty[image: External link]
	2016-present
	with Broadway Video[image: External link], 3 Arts Entertainment[image: External link] and Brillstein Entertainment Partners[image: External link]



	Better Late Than Never[image: External link]
	2016-present
	with Storyline Entertainment, CJ E&M and Small World International Format Television, produced as Universal Television Alternative.



	The Good Place[image: External link]
	2016-present
	with Fremulon and 3 Arts Entertainment[image: External link]



	Timeless[image: External link]
	2016-present
	with MiddKid Productions, Kripke Enterprises, Davis Entertainment and Sony Pictures Television



	Taken[image: External link]
	2017-present
	with EuropaCorp Television[image: External link]



	Great News[image: External link]
	2017-present
	with Little Stranger, Inc., Bevel Gears, Big Wig Productions and 3 Arts Entertainment[image: External link]



	Brooklyn Nine-Nine[image: External link]
	Fox[image: External link]
	2013–present
	with Fremulon, Dr. Goor Productions and 3 Arts Entertainment[image: External link]



	Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt[image: External link]
	Netflix[image: External link]
	2015–present
	with Little Stranger, Inc., Bevel Gears and 3 Arts Entertainment[image: External link]



	Master of None[image: External link]
	2015–present
	with Alan Yang Pictures, Oh Brudder Productions, Fremulon and 3 Arts Entertainment[image: External link]



	The Path[image: External link]
	Hulu[image: External link]
	2016–present
	with True Jack Productions and Refuge, Inc.
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	Gypsy[image: External link]

	Midnight, Texas[image: External link]

	The Bold Type[image: External link]

	Marlon[image: External link]

	A.P. Bio[image: External link]

	The Awesome Show[image: External link]

	Good Girls[image: External link]

	Reverie[image: External link]

	Rise[image: External link]

	The Brave[image: External link]

	Wisdom of the Crowd[image: External link]

	Law & Order True Crime: The Menendez Murders[image: External link]
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Further information: List of television shows produced by Universal Studios[image: External link]
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Carnival Films






Carnival Films is a British television production company[image: External link] based in London, UK, founded in 1978. It has produced television series for all the major UK networks including the BBC[image: External link], ITV[image: External link], Channel 4[image: External link], and Sky[image: External link], as well as international broadcasters including PBS[image: External link], A&E[image: External link], HBO[image: External link] and NBC. Productions include single dramas, long-running television dramas, feature films, and stage productions.
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 History




Carnival Films was founded in 1978 by feature film producer Brian Eastman[image: External link].

As of 2014 Carnival has produced over 500 hours of drama and comedy for television, cinema and stage. This included 70 hours of Agatha Christie’s Poirot[image: External link] starring David Suchet[image: External link] and 24 hours of Rosemary & Thyme[image: External link], starring Felicity Kendal[image: External link] and Pam Ferris[image: External link]. In the action/adventure genre it produced BUGS[image: External link], Oktober and The Grid[image: External link], in comedy drama it produced Jeeves and Wooster[image: External link] starring Hugh Laurie[image: External link] and Stephen Fry[image: External link], teenage drama-comedy As If[image: External link], as well as the adaptations of Tom Sharpe’s[image: External link] novels Blott on the Landscape[image: External link] and Porterhouse Blue[image: External link].

In 2004 the BBC’s former Head of Drama Commissioning Gareth Neame joined Carnival as Managing Director.[1] In 2007 former Creative Director of BBC Drama Sally Woodward Gentle joined the company as Creative Director. The two had previously worked together on Spooks[image: External link] (MI:5), Tipping the Velvet[image: External link] and Cambridge Spies[image: External link].

In 2008 Carnival was acquired by NBCUniversal[image: External link] as part of its plan to increase its presence in content creation outside the US.[2] Following several more acquisitions Carnival is now part of NBCUniversal International Television Production alongside newer additions Monkey Kingdom, Working Title Television[image: External link], Chocolate Media and Lucky Giant in the UK, Lark in Canada and Matchbox Pictures in Australia.[3][4]

Under the direction of Gareth Neame, Carnival has produced series such as; The Philanthropist[image: External link] for NBC; hit BBC series Hotel Babylon[image: External link]; the critically acclaimed television films Enid[image: External link] starring Helena Bonham Carter[image: External link] and Matthew Macfadyen[image: External link]; Page Eight[image: External link] starring Bill Nighy[image: External link], Rachel Weisz[image: External link], Michael Gambon[image: External link] and Ralph Fiennes[image: External link]; landmark four-part drama Any Human Heart[image: External link] starring Jim Broadbent[image: External link], Matthew MacFadyen[image: External link], Hayley Atwell[image: External link] and Kim Cattrall[image: External link]; The Hollow Crown[image: External link], a BBC adaptation of Shakespeare's history plays starring Tom Hiddleston[image: External link], Ben Whishaw[image: External link] and Jeremy Irons[image: External link]; The Last Weekend[image: External link], a three-part adaptation of Blake Morrison's novel; and Whitechapel[image: External link] for ITV.

Carnival’s biggest hit, both critically and commercially, is Downton Abbey[image: External link], written and co-produced by Julian Fellowes[image: External link].[5] Its final episode aired on 25 December 2015.

Further information: Downton Abbey[image: External link]
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	The Last Kingdom[image: External link]

	Lucky Man
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The Hollow Crown[image: External link] (2012-2016) 8 episodes for BBC Two
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 Past





	2006–Present (as Carnival Film and Television Ltd.)

	

	
Downton Abbey[image: External link] (2010-2015) Six series for ITV1

	
The Lost Honour of Christopher Jefferies (2014) Mini Series for ITV - total 2 episodes

	
Dracula (2013/2014) One series for Sky Living / NBC - total 10 episodes

	
Salting the Battlefield[image: External link] (2014) Single Drama for BBC Two (Part 3 of The Worricker Trilogy)

	
Turks & Caicos[image: External link] (2014) Single Drama for BBC Two (Part 2 of The Worricker Trilogy)

	
The 7.39[image: External link] (2014) Mini Series for BBC One - total 2 episodes

	
Whitechapel[image: External link] (2009 - 2013) Four series for ITV1 - total 18 episodes

	
Murder on the Home Front (2013) Mini Series for ITV1 - total 2 episodes

	
The Last Weekend[image: External link] (2012) Mini Series for ITV1 - total 3 episodes

	
Page Eight[image: External link] (2011) Single Drama for BBC Two (Part 1 of The Worricker Trilogy)

	
Any Human Heart[image: External link] (2010) Mini Series for Channel 4 – total 4 episodes

	
Material Girl[image: External link] (2010) One series for BBC One – total 6 episodes

	
Enid[image: External link] (2009) Single Drama for BBC Four

	
Hotel Babylon[image: External link] (2006-2009) Four series for BBC One – total 32 episodes

	
The Philanthropist[image: External link] (2009) One series for NBC – total 8 episodes

	
Harley Street[image: External link] (2008) One series for ITV1 – total 6 episodes

	
Midnight Man[image: External link] (2008) Mini Series for ITV1 – total 3 episodes

	
The Old Curiosity Shop[image: External link] (2007) Single Drama for ITV1/WGBH

	
Christmas at the Riviera[image: External link] (2007) Single Drama for ITV1

	
Empathy (2007) Single Drama for BBC One[6]


	
Sea of Souls: The Prayer Tree[image: External link] (2007) Mini Series for BBC One - total 2 episodes

	
The Whistleblowers[image: External link] (2007) One series for ITV1 – total 6 episodes[7]


	
Rosemary & Thyme[image: External link] (2003-2006) Three series for ITV1 – total 22 episodes








	1989-2005 (as Carnival Film and Theatre Ltd.)
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 Past





	

	
Firelight[image: External link] (1997)

	
Up On The Roof[image: External link] (1997)

	
Shadowlands[image: External link] (1993)

	
Under Suspicion[image: External link] (1991)

	
Wilt[image: External link] (1990)








	1978-1988 (as Picture Partnership Productions Ltd.)
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Juno and the Paycock (1993) Albery Theatre, London[9]


	
How Was It For You? Theatre Royal, Plymouth

	
Map of the Heart (1991) Globe Theatre, London[10]


	
The Ghost Train[image: External link] (1992) Lyric Theatre, London[11]


	
What A Performance (1994) Queens Theatre, London[12]


	
Misery[image: External link] (1992) Criterion Theatre, London[13]


	
Shadowlands[image: External link] (1990) Brooks Atkinson Theatre, New York

	
Up On The Roof[image: External link] (1987)
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Carnival Films has won a wide variety of awards for its work on Television, Film and Stage productions. With the company itself winning the ‘Best Independent Production Company’ award at both the Televisual Magazine Bulldog Awards 2011,[14] and the Broadcast Awards 2012.[15] In addition Carnival’s productions have together been awarded nine Primetime Emmy Awards;[16] one Golden Globe;[17] nineteen BAFTAs;[18][19][20][21][22][23][24][25] one Screen Actors Guild Award;[26] a Producers Guild of America Award[image: External link];[27] two National Television Award;[28] three International Emmy Awards;[29] five RTS awards;[30][31][32] four BANFF Rockie Awards;[33] three Ivor Novello Awards;[34][35] two Broadcast awards;[36] a Bulldog award; an Evening Standard Theatre Award; and a Tony.[37]

Further to this success the company’s productions have also received nominations from such varied awards bodies as the Academy Awards,[38] the Laurence Olivier Awards, The Monte Carlo International Television Festival,[39] The Screen Actors Guild,[40] The American Society of Cinematographers,[41] The Edgar Allan Poe Awards,[42] The Rose D’Or[43] and The San Sebastian Film Festival.[44]
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