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editor’s 

letter

When Jeff Jones (see his article in this issue on 

Recreating a Masterpiece) first mentioned the Fisher 

Body Craftsman’s Guild (see article page 38) I was 

definitely curious. The more I discovered about 

the guild, the more intrigued I was. A contest that promoted 

craftsmanship, ingenuity and creativity to teenagers—what a 

wonderful concept! While not every teen was concerned about 

their education, they all loved cars, and that made the guild 

a huge success. What similar bond do today’s youth have? It 

would be a difficult endeavor to develop a contest promoting 

craftsmanship based on video games.

I recently learned an interesting statistic—by the year 2020, 

⅔

of the people in the U.S. will have been born after 1975. The 

majority of the population will not only be familiar with—but 

will be accustomed to—computers, satellite tv, digital music, and 

cellular phones. Today’s youth no longer spend their weekends 

in the workshop at their father’s side, but firmly planted on the 

living room sofa with video game controllers in hand. High 

schools have replaced wood shop with computer labs. While 

our kids do need to 

be computer literate, 

surfing the web cannot 

compare with the 

satisfaction you get from 

creating a work of art 

with your own hands. 

It’s that tactile process, 

the trial and error, that 

helps to build character. 

Kids today no 

longer carry on actual 

conversations. They 

communicate with 

instant messages via the internet and 

text messages on their cell phones. This 

evolution into an era where everything 

is instantaneous and digital is a bit 

disturbing to me. Maybe our technical advancements aren’t that 

beneficial after all, or maybe we all need to take a step back and 

try to understand what their value really is. I certainly enjoy the 

security of having a cell phone when I’m on the road, but I also 

enjoy “unplugging” and spending a few hours with my children—

creating with our hands and imaginations.

Participation in the youth category at carving competitions is 

sparse to say the least. We do see some fantastic emerging talent, 

but will there be enough interest to sustain the craft? When 

today’s carving instructors retire, who will step up and teach the 

art of woodcarving to the next generation?

Shannon@FoxChapelPublishing.com

Volume 11, Number 1 (Issue No. 38)

How-To Magazine for Carvers™

Internet: www.WoodCarvingIllustrated.com


Wood Carving Illustrated Magazine

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520

Phone: 717-560-4703

Faxline: 717-560-4702

“In the Heart of Pennsylvania Dutch Country”

Our Mission: 

To promote woodcarving as an artform 

and an enjoyable pastime.

Publisher/Editor

Alan Giagnocavo

Editorial Manager

Shannon Flowers

Technical Editor

Bob Duncan

Creative Director

Troy Thorne

Art Director

Jon Deck

Contributing Editors

Roger Schroeder

Joel Hull 

Lori Corbett

Barry McKenzie

Lora S. Irish

Mike Burton

Studio Photographer

Greg Heisey

Technical Illustrators

Jack Kochan

Bot Roda

Irene Bertils

Ad Sales

Paul McGahren

Domestic Newsstand Distribution

Curtis Circulation Company

©2007 by Fox Chapel Publishing Co. Inc.

All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA

Subscription rates in US dollars:

One year

$19.95

Two years

$39.90

Canada

One year

$22.50

Two years

$45.00

International

One year 

$27.95

Two years 

$55.90

Customer Service for Subscribers

Please call toll free 1-888-506-6630, 

Hours 9am-5pm Eastern time, or write to us 

at our above address.

Display Advertising/Classifieds

please call or email Paul McGahren, (ext. 42) 

for rates and/or 

a media kit. 

McGahren@FoxChapelPublishing.com

Wholesale/Distribution

Wood Carving Illustrated is available to retailers for resale on 

advantageous terms.

Contact Paul McGahren (ext. 42) for details. 

Identification Statement: Wood Carving Illustrated vol. 11, no.1 

(Spring 2007) (ISSN#1096-2816) is published four times a year in the months 

of February, May, August and November by Fox Chapel Publishing Co. Inc., 

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520. 

Periodical Postage paid at 

East Petersburg, PA and additional mailing offi

ces. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Wood Carving Illustrated, 

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520.

Woodcarving and the use of associated equipment can potentially result 

in health hazards and injuries. 

While we cannot impose safety standards 

in every article, we do ask that you make safety your number one 

priority. 

Protect your respiratory system, hearing, vision and the rest of your 

body with the proper safety equipment and prudent precautions. 

Read 

manuals that are supplied with your tools. 

Be aware that most accidents 

occur when you are tired or distracted. 

And when in doubt, seek advice 

from professionals, on how to keep your tools sharp and maintained. 

Spring 2007

Young students 

explore the art 

of woodcarving 

in Jan Oegema’s 

carving class.

See page 86 for details.





[image: image]





[image: image]

Wood Carving Illustrated 

|

SPRING 2007

6

Miniature Santa Carving

I am sending another photo of my 

miniature Santa carving because the 

one shown in the gallery of entries in 

the 2005 Woodcraft/

Wood Carving 

Illustrated

Santa Carving Contest 

didn’t really show the size of the 

carving. This photo shows the scale. 

Also, my address was misprinted in 

the article. I live in Rio Rancho, NM

Marilyn Meuret

Rio Rancho, NM 

Sanding Woes

In the spring of 2005, I bought my 

first copy of 

Wood Carving Illustrated

. 

I was hooked on trying some amateur 

woodcarving. A couple of months 

later, I bought a flexible shaft power 

tool and assorted carbide bits and 

subscribed to the magazine.

I spend hours and hours sanding 

my projects with fine-grit sandpaper 

trying to get rid of the fine scratches. 

I usually quit before I’ve gotten 

them all. How can I remove the 

fine scratches in a timely manner? 

from our 

mailbag

I became interested in bird carving in 1986 

while spending the summer at my cottage. I 

carved a common loon with a pocketknife. 

After reading copies of your magazine, I became 

more interested in carving, and have moved on 

to power carving and carving with chisels and 

gouges. I have enclosed a picture of my very first 

carving, the common loon completed in 1986, 

and a shorebird I carved in 2006. It is a pleasure 

to sit here at my summer cottage, which is now 

my full time home, enjoy the beauty of the lake, 

read articles and try different projects from 

Wood Carving Illustrated

.

Floyd Hall

Cambridge Narrows

New Brunswick, Canada

FOX HUNT

Joe Greyzck of Remus, MI and Jim Alex of 

Montrose, MI were randomly drawn from 

the 134 entries who correctly located 

the Fox in Holiday 2006 (Issue 37) 

WCI

. 

The fox was located on Page 70 in the 

lace throw pillow on the lead photo. 

If you find the fox in this issue, contact 

us and tell us the page number and location. 

Two readers randomly selected from all 

correct replies will receive a $25 Fox Chapel 

Publishing gift certificate. Entries must 

be received by 4/1/2007, to be eligible.

NOTE: Contest fox faces left (other 

foxes appearing in 

WCI

don’t count).

Send your entry to Wood Carving 

Illustrated, Attn. Find the Fox, 1970 Broad 

St., East Petersburg, PA 17520, or e-mail to 

Editors@WoodCarvingIllustrated.com

.

Gaining Skills

These photos 

demonstrate the 

huge strides that 

a carver can make 

with the desire 

to improve and a 

little practice.

I usually use tupelo, pine, laurel, 

dogwood, and walnut.

I am also torn over what type of 

finish to apply to my carvings. I’ve 

applied a natural stain, a Vermont 

maple stain, a rosewood stain, a 

walnut stain, and Briwax. After 

staining I rub the carving with 0000 

steel wool, clean it off, and reapply the 

stain several times. Do you have any 

finishing suggestions?

Kohlan J. Flynn

Hendersonville, NC

Power carving instructor Frank 

Russell says: The only way to remove 

those scratches is by working your 

way up through finer and finer grits 

of sandpaper. I’ll often work up to 

600-grit, and if there are still scratches, 

move on to synthetic steel wool. If 

you have one troubling area, I suggest 

feathering that area out with several 

of 3M’s Bristle Discs chucked in 

a mandrel.

Technical Editor Bob Duncan 

responds: You also asked about 

finishes for your pieces. I’d suggest an 

oil finish for many of them (tung oil, 

boiled linseed oil, or Danish oil). They 

will protect your piece, are easy to use, 

and Danish oil comes in a variety of 

colors. If you apply an oil finish, apply 

a little bit of mineral spirits to your 

work piece before applying the oil. 

That will raise any of the grain that 

was pushed down during the sanding 

process, and allow you to remove 

it. Then dip the carving into the oil 

finish or brush on a liberal coat. Apply 

a coat of clear lacquer to seal the 

carving. This will highlight the grain 

on your carvings without a lot of effort.
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news and 

notes

Giving Back

In the 15 years since I started this publishing company 

—literally at my kitchen table—we’ve grown a lot. Out 

of gratitude for the support of our readers, we try to give 

something back. We’re usually quiet about such things, but 

I thought I might share what we have been up to lately.

Sponsoring our Open House (page 22) was one way we 

recently gave back to the carving community. It was a great 

event that served to introduce many new people to the best 

of woodcarving and a reunion for seasoned carvers.

For our local Lancaster County community, we’ve just 

created a deluxe volume—

The Illustrated Historical Atlas 

of Lancaster County

—an 8lb. coffee table book on this 

beautiful county we call home. (Check out this limited 

edition at 

www.historicalatlases.com

.)

I feel very strongly about helping disadvantaged children. It’s easy to forget how 

fortunate we are in North America. Through our partnership with Mennonite Central 

Committee (

www.mcc.org

), over the last four years, our company has been the sole 

sponsor of the Balm of Gilead orphanage in Dodoma, Tanzania. For our donation of about 

$8,000 a year, 20-25 children are provided with food, shelter, safety, education, medical 

attention and the love they so desperately need. MCC’s Sarah Adams—back from a 

recent visit to the orphanage—shared photographs with our staff and told of each child’s 

story and progress. These stories are heartbreaking (most of these children have lost 

both parents due to HIV/AIDS) yet inspiring, as these kids never give up. The beautiful 

handprint quilt they made for us, helped us to connect to “our kids” and remind us what a 

privilege it is to live where we do.

Alan Giagnocavo

Publisher

Best in Show

Gerald Copeland of Holton, KS, took home the Best In Show 

and the First Runner Up awards at the 2006 International 

Woodcarvers Congress.

Gerald’s 

Setting the Edge

took home Best in Show, first 

place in the human figure over 15"-tall group, and first place in the 

realistic human figure natural or stained category. 

Moses-Man 

of God

took home the First Runner Up award, first place in the 

human figurebust, head, or mask group, and first place in the 

realistic, natural or stained category.

The 2007 event, hosted by the Affiliated Wood Carvers, is 

scheduled for Jun. 21-24 in Bettendorf, IA (near Davenport, IA). 

The event is held at the Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds. The show 

is open to the public from Thursday to Sunday, but there are 

classes and seminars with some of the most 

popular carving instructors in the country 

the week leading up to the show. 

For more information on the show, 

classes or seminars, contact Carol or Larry 

Yudis, PO Box 104, Bettendorf, IA 52722, 

563-359-9684 (days), 563-355-3787 

(evenings) or 

www.awcltd.org

.

Beautiful quilt from 

our “African family.”

M

OSES

-M

AN

OF

G

OD

by Gerald Copeland, 

won First Runner Up.

S

ETTING

THE

E

DGE

by 

Gerald Copeland won 

Best in Show at the 

2006 International 

Woodcarvers Congress.
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tips and 

techniques

Portable Ornament Display

From JD Hughes, Ham Lake, MN

I designed this ornament display to show off

my ornaments at the carving shows I attend. 

It cost me less then $5 in materials and I 

made it in less than two hours. The display 

can be taken apart for transportation and 

storage. Also, you can use different stems 

to adjust the height and rotate the stems to 

create a balanced display.

The base is made from a 6

"

-diameter log, 

and the stems are made from ⅛

"

-diameter 

steel rods. The one shown is about 20

"

-high, 

16

"-

wide and displays 10 carvings.

The stems are interchangeable, so you can 

arrange them to best show off

your carvings. You can make extra stems for 

different displays. I used the top of my vise to bend the rods into the shape 

shown. The size of the base will determine how high the stems can be.

The size of the hole in the wood determines how many stems you can 

have. This one has a 1

"

-diameter hole and holds 10 rods with enough 

pressure to keep the stems from turning on their own. This is a drawback 

because if you don’t use 10 rods, the display becomes unstable. A taper 

plug can be use to hold the stems tight if you want less stems, but it is a 

little harder to work with.

From Jim DePaulo, Lakewood, CO

I was in the middle of a project, and didn’t 

want to wait for a new flexible shaft cable for 

my Wecheer tool, so I designed this easy repair.

Start by straightening out the broken ends 

of the shaft and trim off

any wires that are 

sticking out. Cut a ⅝

"-long section of 

3

⁄

16

"-

diameter brass tubing (available in hardware 

or hobby stores). If you have 

a different brand 

of tool, you may need to check the cable size. 

Apply JB Weld 2-part epoxy to both cable 

ends and insert it into the brass sleeve. Clean 

off

excess epoxy and let it cure for 24 hours. 

One repair lasted five months before it 

broke. When it broke, it snapped right where 

I made the repair. Since the epoxy joint is 

slightly weaker than the cable itself, it acts like 

a shear pin, which breaks to protect the rest of 

the cable. It is easy to make the same repair 

and get back to carving.

Power carving instructor and author Frank 

Russell suggests that all carvers buy an extra 

shaft to keep on hand. A repair like this will 

stand up to light use, but not roughing out 

with an aggressive bur.

Emergency flexible shaft repair

Tips from the Masters

Leave extra wood around facial 

features for experimenting

(Mark Gargac, Page 54)

Mark thin areas before 

burning in 

texture

(Leah Wachter, Page 35)

Wear gloves on both hands 

when carving found wood

(Rick Jensen, Page 58)

TOP

TIP

✔

TOP TIP Wins a 

Carving Set

Win this Stubai starter 

set, complete with five 

gouge profiles, worth 

$159.95. Send your 

tip to 

Wood Carving 

Illustrated

, 1970 Broad 

St., East Petersburg, PA 

17520, or email to 

Duncan@FoxChapelPublishing.com

.
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reader 

gallery

Shearing Head Replica

Frank Howett of Wellington, Australia

, 

carved this exact replica of a sheep shearing 

head. The piece was commissioned by 

a private collector. 

It is carved from 

Tasmanian Huron Pine. The carving, which 

is nearly 12" long, took Frank 28 hours to 

complete. At 72, Frank is a long-standing 

member and past president of the Syndey 

Woodcarving Group. 

Muskie Caricature

Charles Weiss, of Toronto, ON, Canada

, carved 

this muskie caricature from a piece of white pine. 

Charles, whose Hollow Core Muskie article appeared 

in 

WCI

Spring 2006 (Issue 34), is a full-time artist 

who enjoys wood caricature and trophy fish carving. 

Native American Relief Carving

Bill Dulaney of Yellville, AR

, carved 

Geronimo and 

Coyote

from a 2" x 36" x 48" piece of basswood. He has 

been carving for more than 30 years. Most of his pieces 

go to friends or family.

SHOW OFF YOUR LATEST WORK

For inclusion in Reader Gallery, please send crisp, clear images of 

your carvings, along with approximately 100 words about yourself 

and the carving to: Reader Gallery, 

Wood Carving Illustrated

, 1970 

Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520; or email your text and high-

resolution images to 

Duncan@FoxChapelPublishing.com

. 
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will take reading and detail work to the next level of optical brillance.

BiueMax™ patented line of dimmable task and light therapy lamps promotes the
brighter, healthier side of light. BlueMax™ uses a patented six phosphor blend,not
only utiizing _the  brillant gy i
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other lamp. BlueMax™ offers a

selection of 70 watt dimmable, energy-efficient desk and floor lamps in a variety of
finishes. Each lamp produces 4300 lumens (comparable to a 300 watt bulb), has 96
CRI, while producing the 10,000 Lux necessary for light therapy. Our lamps do not
produce any harmful UV Rays.

Never buy another lamp!
BlueMax™ Lighting engineers industrial grade floor
and desk lamps. By using solid steel construction and
modern__electronics, we are able to provide
unsurpassed quality for a lifetime.

Satisfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back!
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Full Spectrum Solutions, Inc. ~ 712 East South Street Jackson, MI 49203 ~ (877) 258-3629
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877-258:3629
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 Razaire™ 530 Dust Collector:

+ Smallest, lightest, quietest, only 11°x11°X6"
& under 8Ibs. Super portable - takes up.
less than one sq. 0ot on your workbench!
- Easyin,oasy-ou,oasy-con fors

« Variable-speed German-made impelier fan
* Folg.conn & hood ncloded

Ao oxta tr 1290, 10l hanger,
ach a 4" hoso or a0 a ap 1

~Buitincary handio & famp hoidar
hoids a stancrd sing-arm amp

Buit o st a etme

Uncondiional wartanty -  years o an &
10 yoars oncabine & lctonics

- Safoy cortiod 10 CSA GUS standarcs
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most comfortable, coolest pen

Out new 8th Generation vented pan.
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Pyrographic Tools & Portable Dust Collectors

Razertip® Pyrographic Tools:
~Workf's finest, sharpost, mst imovalve burners with ove 500 difert ip pofies avaiatio
~Uncondional warranties: 3 year power supply and 1 full year on pons and cords!
1 year uncondiional pen wairanly even covers fxed ps (6 mo. on e-ps)!
 Word' only CSACIUS safey carfied htwiro burning toois
~Choosa from regular or hoavy-cuy pons and cords
«Adaplor cords avalabl t it most oher brands
*Systoms saring at $135 95US / $156.95CAD
10 Amp outputfor suporb i heat recovery

We've always re-tipped Razertip® pens. Now wo
6an also o-tp any othar brand of hotwiro pon for
only $7.00 posipaid. Re-tps carry our exclusive 6

month uncondional wartanty - that's
etter than most new pen warraries!
the Call or emal s for detas,

jof mad. (Pen shown actual size)

Razertip Industries Inc.
*PO Box 910, 301- 9th Street North, Martensville, SK Canada SOK 2T0-
-Phone (306)931-0889 -Fax (306)242-6119 -Toll-free order line 1-877-729-3787+

“Email: info@razertip.com-

THE TAXIDERMY MAGAZINE

FISH CARVERS LOVE!

STEP BV STEP CARVING TECHNIQUES INMANY 55085,

1-800-783-7266

www.breakthroughmagazine.com
(CARVING TECHNIQUES BY AWARD WINNING ARTISTS
FOR NOVICES TO MASTER CARVERS.

“Download our catalogue at www.razertip.com-

Preferred Cdge
Carving Kniwes & Supplies

* Flexcut Tools
* Foredom Tools
« Proxxon Tools

« Burke Sharpeners
« Warren Knives

FLEXCUT
KN100
Kol Sel.

« Denny Neubauer Krives
* Ron Wells Kniv

1-888-811.5551

14414 Nort Victora, Summerand,
BC VOH 125, Canada

« John Dunkle Knives
* Ross Oar Knives

« Optima Burners/ Pens/ Mic
« Colwvood Burners/Pe
» Carving Kits & Bird E
« Kiln Dried Basswood! Jelutong
« Detal Master Burners.

and Pens o

‘Woodcarving Supplies Specal Price

FOREDOM 1070
LARGEST SELECTION Hicromoor Kt
OF CARVING SUPPLIES

IN EASTERN CANADA

Noted for Fast and Friendly Service

Call:(506) 8473052 + Fax: (506) 8193052
Vit our website st wulowoodsaring supplies com
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18€
Crafters

601 Quail Drive, Bluefield VA 24605

1-800-643-0995

The carver's complete
tool and book shop
Lower Prices
Great Selections
Quality Products

Fast Servic

Wi on

Use on Wood,
Carbon Fibre ec, for Woodcarving, Mode
For a Dealer Near You or o See Movies of Th
it wwwduragitcom

LONG LIFE CARBIDE ROTARY BURRS

A543

“eineckewood.con,

We have the BEST carving
Wood in the world

NORTHERN WISCONSIN BASSWOOD
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Best Prices Anywhere

Custom Roughouts
You Carve it- We duplicate it

Dale Heinecke Tim Heinecke
(715)822-8642 (715) 8223524
Cumberland, WI
Check out our site at:
www.heineckewood.com
or e-mail us at:

heineckewood@chibardun.net


























