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			“Alex Duke helps weary travelers race through the entire Bible at lightning speed, slowing down just enough for the reader to catch his breath to gaze at the beauty God’s goal for creation. It contains sentences that will stick in the mind and convict the heart. Nomad helps to unlock the Scriptures, leaving you wanting to dig deeper into the Bible’s pages. If you have ever felt like a wanderer, confused at what God is doing in the world, then let Alex Duke serve as your guide as he shows you the way home.”

			Dave Kiehn, Senior Pastor, Park Baptist Church; Director of Ministry: The Americas, The Pillar Network

			“We’re all born nomads seeking a way home, and the Bible points the way. With illustrations that will make you laugh out loud, Alex traces the path as he highlights God’s faithfulness and goodness toward his people. Nomad is a great read that will give you the big picture and deepen your desire to open the Scriptures themselves.”

			Keri Folmar, Author of The Good Portion: The Holy Spirit; cohost, the Priscilla Talk podcast

			“In Nomad, Alex Duke helps us see the Bible as one grand story: God’s intention to dwell with his people in his place. Though human rebellion drove us into exile, Duke traces how God, through Christ, brings his people home again. If you’re looking for a mercifully short and narratively refreshing way to help others grasp the story of Scripture, pick up this book and give it away.”

			Juan R. Sanchez, Senior Pastor, High Pointe Baptist Church, Austin, Texas; coauthor of Reaching Your Child’s Heart

			“In Nomad, Alex Duke sets out to consider the theme of God’s people in God’s place as a way of understanding the entire storyline of the Bible. Short but surprisingly comprehensive, reverent yet funny, insightful but easy to read, Nomad is a wonderful overview. Both new believers and longtime followers of Christ will benefit from thinking about the love of God that brings us into his presence forever. I highly recommend this book and will use it in my ministry.”

			Mike McKinley, Pastor, Sterling Park Baptist Church, Sterling, VA; author of Friendship with God 

			“Alex Duke is a skilled pastor, and in this book, he assists believers in understanding our place in the unfolding purposes of God. His approach is pastoral, as I would expect, and he seeks not only to educate believers but to assist them in becoming more faithful.”

			R. Albert Mohler Jr., President, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

			“As followers of Jesus, we’ve all had moments where we felt out of place in this world. This book can help you understand what it means to feel displaced and alone and yet still find hope and purpose in this life for the glory of God. Be sure to get this book for yourself and more copies to hand out to others—it’s relevant for everyone.”

			Shane Pruitt, National Next Gen Director, North American Mission Board (NAMB); author of Calling Out the Called

			“The first question asked in the Bible is the question we all need to ask ourselves: Where are you? God knows where you are, but do you know where you are? Whether you feel hopelessly lost or content with the status quo, Nomad will help you find your place in God’s story.”

			Gloria Furman, Author of The Pastor’s Wife and Missional Motherhood  

			“Nomad is a wonderful, concise, and clear exploration of the biblical theme of exile—and the glorious return home through the saving work of Jesus Christ. Alex Duke has succeeded in helping his readers trace this theme through Scripture, and this little book will help many followers of Christ as they connect the redemptive dots throughout the arc of the biblical narrative. I commend this book to you.”

			Jon Nielson, Senior Pastor, Christ Presbyterian Church Wheaton (PCA)
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			To Steve Hussung,

			the aggressively ordinary pastor,

			whose preaching opened up my eyes

			to the beauty of God’s Word.

		

	
		
		

		
			The Road goes ever on and on,

			Down from the door where it began.

			Now far ahead the Road has gone,

			And I must follow, if I can,

			Pursuing it with eager feet,

			Until it joins some larger way

			Where many paths and errands meet.

			And whither then? I cannot say.

			— Bilbo Baggins
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Introduction

			Allow me to begin by stating the obvious: The Bible is not a short or simple book. It’s both long and complex. It’s comprised of many parts and was written over generations by the hands of a few dozen Spirit-inspired men.1 The Bible is also not a uniform book. It’s not a religious manual of rules or a spiritual guru’s pithy insights or a divine and didactic lawgiver’s code of conduct. Instead, it’s more like the Cheesecake Factory menu, stuffed to the brim with wildly different genres of spiritual food: historical narrative, poetic prophecy, long speeches, genealogical data, military censuses, apocalyptic visions—and that’s just in the Old Testament!

			The Bible demands our attention primarily because it’s inspired by the God of the universe. It’s what the Creator of our consciousness wants us to be conscious of. The real God who really exists has really spoken, and we ought to listen. Because it’s through listening to God’s Word, that we learn about both who we are and who God is. By listening to God’s Word, the static of this world begins to fade away and the most important stuff begins to stick out. What’s more, God’s Word repays whatever attention we give it a hundredfold. Its depth and beauty are inexhaustible because its Author’s depth and beauty are inexhaustible. 

			We should give ourselves to the study of this book. Every phrase on every page tells us something about God, and therefore tells us something worth knowing, believing, trusting, and loving. “Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them” (Psalm 111:2).

			Now allow me to continue by stating something perhaps less obvious: The Bible is not an unknowable book. Its many parts add up to a unified whole. Its many genres take different routes to the same destination—some more scenic, others more straightforward. 

			The goal of this book is to chart one of the Bible’s primary stories from beginning to end: the story of God’s people in God’s place. That’s my straightforward, direct, no-frills answer. This book is about how God’s people finally get to God’s place.

			This book will take a thoughtful route because our story is full of many, many, many ups and downs. It ebbs and flows and flows and ebbs and ebbs and flows again. The Old Testament, in particular, makes us feel its disastrous and dizzying recoil—as God’s people get to God’s place and almost immediately get kicked out before they get back and eventually get kicked out again. 

			At times, the Bible’s divinely inspired story arc might produce some feelings of hopelessness and angst as we accompany the nomadic journey of God’s people. But then, at just the perfect time (Galatians 4:4), Jesus shows up to fix everything, to set God’s people on the proper path toward finally returning to God’s place once and for all. But his plan is unexpected; its ultimate fulfillment is delayed. It is, after all, a long journey home.

			As you read, you might notice that Jesus doesn’t appear in every chapter. This is intentional. The goal of this book is not to end every chapter with an alley-oop to Jesus. Don’t get me wrong: All Scripture is about him, and all God’s promises are ultimately yes in him (Luke 24:27; John 5:39; 2 Corinthians 1:20). These are beautiful truths. 

			But my main goal is to track the story of how God’s people could return to God’s place turn by turn. The story of the Old Testament is one of pent-up expectation for the coming Savior. Before his arrival, God’s people went on a long, difficult, and often disastrous journey. The effects of sin’s curse are pervasive in the Old Testament—and in our world today.

			So when Jesus finally arrives on the scene, in God’s sovereign timing, it elicits both incredible surprise and relief—for those who have eyes to see. The birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, and return of Jesus Christ, who is the God-Man, is the perfect answer to man’s terrible problem: without Jesus, we would all be hopeless nomads forever. 

			Thankfully, that’s not the story God has for us. Our story—for every true child of God—is one of incredible hope, joy, peace, and purpose, both now and in the life to come. Like ancient Israel, our earthly journey will be filled with many ebbs and flows. But our Guide is faithful and true. He will be with us every step until he brings us home to his place.

			For now, we are still on the journey. As we travel, it helps to keep the big picture of God’s grand story in view. So let’s get started.

		

	
		
			Chapter 1

			
Genesis 1–2: 
Blessed in Paradise

			The Bible begins with a trumpet blast: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” By “the heavens and the earth,” Moses means everything. 

			Throughout the rest of Genesis 1, we get a more detailed rundown. God created the sky and the stuff in the sky; he created the sea and the stuff in the sea; he created the soil and the stuff on the soil. He didn’t need help, he didn’t need time, he didn’t need primordial ooze or a match to start a big bang. 

			God spoke, and it happened. Can you imagine the power? And all of it was “good” (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25). It fit together perfectly. Can you imagine the wisdom? 

			God’s creation project culminates with the creation of man. Here’s how Moses records it:

			Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

			So God created man in his own image,

			in the image of God he created him;

			male and female he created them.

			And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

			(Genesis 1:26–28)

			After stepping back to survey his handiwork, he looks at humanity and upgrades his evaluation from “good” to “very good” (1:31). And then he rests. 
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