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RUDOLF STEINER (1861–1925) called his spiritual philosophy ‘anthroposophy’, meaning ‘wisdom of the human being’. As a highly developed seer, he based his work on direct knowledge and perception of spiritual dimensions. He initiated a modern and universal ‘science of spirit’, accessible to anyone willing to exercise clear and unprejudiced thinking.


From his spiritual investigations Steiner provided suggestions for the renewal of many activities, including education (both general and special), agriculture, medicine, economics, architecture, science, philosophy, religion and the arts. Today there are thousands of schools, clinics, farms and other organizations involved in practical work based on his principles. His many published works feature his research into the spiritual nature of the human being, the evolution of the world and humanity, and methods of personal development. Steiner wrote some 30 books and delivered over 6,000 lectures across Europe. In 1924 he founded the General Anthroposophical Society, which today has branches throughout the world.
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Last week we were speaking about the human soul’s participation in the world of spirit, about how this must be our endeavour as we move on into the future.1 I would now like to take this further by examining various things connected with the kind of experience of the Christ Mystery for which such ideals as I recently described, spiritual ideals, should prepare the way.


I beg you, firstly, simply to take as a statement of fact, though I will try to elaborate and clarify it in the course of this lecture, that the science of the spirit finds in the human soul’s relationship to the body on the one hand, and the spirit on the other, a threefold relationship and inclination to the world of spirit.


Those who have no desire whatever to acquaint themselves with this world of spirit must undermine and deny this threefold inclination. But it is nevertheless present in all of us, as an urge firstly to perceive the divine in general, then—we are speaking, of course, of human beings at our present evolutionary stage—to perceive the Christ, and thirdly to perceive what is usually called the spirit or the Holy Spirit.


You are, of course, aware that there are people who deny all three. During the course of the nineteenth century in particular, when things at least in Europe were taken to extremes, we have had ample opportunity to experience this wholesale rejection of the divine.


The science of the spirit, which cannot doubt the existence of divine, supersensible worlds, can ask why it is that people have come to deny the whole divine realm—the Father of the Trinity. It can show us that wherever people deny the Father—that is, the whole divine essence indwelling the world, the divine which is recognized, to give just one example, in the Hebrew religion—then a real physical defect, a physical ailment or disability, occurs in the human body. The scientist of the spirit regards atheism as a form of illness, though of course it is one which doctors cannot cure—they themselves are often afflicted by it. It is not one recognized as such by contemporary medicine. The science of the spirit diagnoses this illness wherever people deny or reject what their body, not their soul, must in the healthy and natural course of things impart to them—that the world is interwoven with the divine.


There is a further kind of denial to which many are prone, a denial of Christ. The science of the spirit must regard this as a matter of destiny, connected with the human soul. It is forced to consider it a kind of misfortune. To deny God is an illness, to deny Christ a misfortune. Whether people find their way to Christ or not is really a matter of personal destiny, something influenced by individual karma.


To deny the spirit or the Holy Spirit, finally, points to a dullness of one’s own spirit. We consist of body, soul and spirit. All three can suffer from a defect or disability. Atheism is an ailment that affects the physical body. Not to find our way to a connection with the world which Christ reveals to us is a misfortune. Not to find access to the spirit dwelling within us is a kind of dullness, a refined sort of idiocy, though not one usually recognized or understood.


But then we must ask how people can find their way to Christ. And that is the particular theme I would like to address today—how in the course of life the human soul can find its way to the Christ. This very question is often voiced by people who are genuinely and earnestly seeking an answer. But we cannot really get to grips with it without being aware of its broader historical context.

OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
@

How DO |
Find the
Christ?

Rudolf Steiner






OEBPS/images/author.jpg





