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			Introduction

			Rachel (Piercey, my co-editor) and I decided to make Campaign in Poetry last year because we wanted to challenge voter apathy and engage with the state of democracy in the UK. The amazingly high turnout for the referendum on Scottish independence contrasted miserably with the low turnout for recent local and general elections in the UK, and the momentum built by the ‘Yes’ campaign was an instructive example of how people who think they can actually make a difference are far more likely to go out and vote. We wanted to make an anthology which would capture and inspire momentum for change.

			Many of the submissions we received were about the suffragettes, and I began to muse on what I had learned at school: the hunger-striking, window-smashing suffragettes made their mark, but the more moderate suffragists and indefatigable female workers in the First World War also had a crucial role to play. Our favourite poems had a spectrum at their heart: driven by forceful conviction yet fully and incisively discussing their political themes.

			Things that make people less likely to vote include feeling like a single vote doesn’t count, feeling that there’s not much to choose from between the main political parties, and feeling that the politicians don’t care about the concerns of the voters. We received many poems on these themes, and some of them were very angry. This is possibly what some people might expect from a political anthology, but often the rhythmic, pounding rage felt underlaid with resignation – the exact opposite of what we wanted.

			The poems we assembled in the end do acknowledge the disillusionment felt by many would-be voters contemplating the people in power and social injustice in the UK and beyond. But, more pressingly than that, I think they make a case for greater empathy across society and for politics conducted on a human level. The poems won’t instruct you how to think, but they do make clear how important it is to think about these issues generally. I hope they can play their part in encouraging people to vote, because I believe that voting is essential to bringing about change.

			

			Emma Wright

			March 2015
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