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Excellent Women, a seminal work in the canon of 20th-century British literature, artfully intertwines elements of social commentary and character study within its narrative. Set in the post-World War II era, the novel delves into the lives of women navigating a patriarchal society, exploring themes of independence, societal expectation, and personal identity. Written in a sharp, observational style characteristic of its literary context, the book juxtaposes the mundane with the profound, often using wit and irony to critique the status quo. The protagonist, Millicent, embodies the tensions of 'excellent women''Äîthose who excel in their roles yet grapple with their own desires for fulfillment beyond domestic spheres. Authored by Barbara Pym, a notable figure in English literature, Excellent Women reflects her own experiences and observations as a single woman in a male-dominated literary world. Pym'Äôs keen insights were shaped by her extensive academic background, particularly her studies in anthropology, which equipped her with a profound understanding of human relationships. Throughout her life, Pym drew inspiration from her encounters with various social circles, infusing her narrative with authenticity and depth. This novel is highly recommended for those seeking to explore the complexities of gender roles and societal standards in mid-20th century Britain. Pym'Äôs deft characterizations and subtle humor invite readers to reflect on the nuances of everyday life, making Excellent Women a compelling read for scholars and casual readers alike.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf's poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In "Strong's Bible Concordance," James Strong presents an exhaustive and systematic reference tool designed to enhance biblical scholarship and personal study. The book meticulously catalogs every word found in the King James Version of the Bible, offering a unique numbering system that allows readers to access the original Hebrew and Greek terms alongside their meanings. The literary style is both approachable and rigorous, embodying Strong's commitment to making the intricate details of scripture accessible to all, thus situating the work within the broader context of 19th-century biblical scholarship, where fervent study and textual analysis began to flourish. James Strong, a prominent Methodist scholar and educator, devoted his life to the pursuit of biblical knowledge. His background in theology and linguistics informed his methodology in compiling this concordance, driven by a desire to facilitate deeper understanding of scripture for laypeople and scholars alike. Strong's work is particularly notable for the historical context in which it was created, as the 1800s were a period of intense religious revival and scholarly inquiry into text interpretation. For anyone seeking a deeper engagement with the biblical text, "Strong's Bible Concordance" is an invaluable resource. It is particularly recommended for aspiring theologians, seasoned scholars, and laypersons aiming to enrich their understanding of the Bible. This comprehensive tool not only aids in textual analysis but also fosters a profound appreciation for the linguistic diversity and theological richness inherent in scripture. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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    Beneath the promise of fair play at the gaming table lies a disciplined machinery of deception that this book exposes to restore judgment and trust, revealing how attention can be diverted, rules subverted, and confidence exploited wherever chance, skill, and money converge, and how vigilance, knowledge, and design can counter those forces without extinguishing the pleasures of play.

Sharps and Flats, by John Nevil Maskelyne, is a late nineteenth-century non-fiction exposé and practical treatise on cheating at games of chance and skill. First published in 1894 in London, it surveys the techniques that undermine honest play across the recreational culture of its era. Rather than offering a storyline, the work compiles and organizes evidence about how games are manipulated and why the manipulation succeeds. Its publication belongs to a moment when leisure industries were expanding, and public interest in probity and reform was vigorous. Within that context, the book positions itself as a corrective, bringing technical clarity to a subject often clouded by rumor, bravado, and myth.

Maskelyne, a professional magician, brings a practitioner’s eye to the mechanics of deceit, translating stage-honed insight into misdirection and manual dexterity into clear explanations of how cheating operates. The voice is measured and precise, preferring classification over sensationalism and analysis over moral panic. Readers encounter a systematic anatomy of illicit methods across cards, dice, and related games, presented with an emphasis on detection, prevention, and the conditions that enable abuse. The tone is sober, occasionally wry, and consistently didactic, offering the experience of a rigorous tutorial. By treating games as laboratories of attention and habit, the book shows how seemingly minor asymmetries—of information, timing, or placement—can steer outcomes with outsized effect.

At its core, the work interrogates trust—how it is built, where it fails, and how social conventions can be exploited by the few against the many. Themes of vigilance, responsibility, and informed consent recur, as the author underscores that ignorance is the cheat’s most reliable ally. The psychology of perception figures prominently: the limits of sight and memory, the biases that guide snap judgments, and the vulnerability of routine to manipulation. The book also explores the boundary between legitimate skill and illicit advantage, asking what counts as fair mastery in contests that blend chance with technique. In charting this frontier, it invites readers to refine their sense of fair play and accountability.

Without descending into gratuitous detail, the treatise outlines broad families of stratagems—altered equipment, concealed apparatus, sleight-of-hand, collusive signaling—and frames them through principles rather than theatrics. Its method is pedagogical: name a practice, clarify the mechanism, and indicate telltale signs and safeguards. Just as important is its attention to enabling conditions: lax oversight, ambiguous rules, and institutional complacency that assumes honesty without designing for it. The cumulative effect is both cautionary and empowering. By making the invisible visible, the book equips readers to recognize patterns of abuse and to advocate for practices, procedures, and environments that reduce opportunity for fraud while preserving the legitimate excitement of play.

For contemporary readers, Sharps and Flats resonates as a study in system integrity. The specific amusements it addresses reflect the late Victorian milieu, yet the patterns it documents—exploiting blind spots, weaponizing routine, engineering plausible deniability—reappear wherever games, incentives, and human attention intersect. Its lessons encourage scrutiny of interfaces and rules, and an appreciation of how design choices distribute power and risk. The book’s relevance extends to anyone concerned with fairness, from casual players to organizers and regulators, because it treats integrity not as a matter of trust alone but as an outcome of clear knowledge, careful observation, and structures that anticipate and mitigate misuse.

Approached as history, manual, and moral inquiry, Sharps and Flats offers a lucid map of deception’s toolkit and the countermeasures that blunt it. Maskelyne’s authority rests on analysis and demonstration, inviting readers to become informed custodians of the games they enjoy. The result is an instructive, quietly absorbing read that balances technical clarity with a broader concern for the social fabric of shared pastimes. It preserves the allure of chance and skill while insisting on conditions that keep them honest. For those curious about how cheating works—and how fair play can be defended—this enduring exposé provides a disciplined lens, forged in the 1890s yet remarkably serviceable today.
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    Sharps and Flats is John Nevil Maskelyne’s systematic examination of cheating at games of chance and skill. Drawing on his experience as a professional conjurer and investigator, he catalogs the practices of professional cheats—sharps—and the methods by which unwary players—the flats—are exploited. The purpose is preventative: to describe techniques plainly so that clubs, casual players, and officials can recognize them. Organized from general principles to particular games, the book details apparatus, sleight-of-hand, coded signals, and collusive tactics. Maskelyne maintains a practical, documentary tone, avoiding sensationalism and argument, and closes with procedures intended to reduce opportunities for fraud and to standardize fair play.

The opening chapters outline the social and operational framework of cheating. Maskelyne defines common terms, distinguishes solitary operators from teams with steerers and lookouts, and explains how sharps manipulate settings in private rooms, clubs, and public resorts. He stresses that successful cheating depends on preparation, concealment, and the victim’s ignorance as much as on dexterity. The narrative establishes categories—mechanical aids, prepared implements, manual artifices, and concerted signaling—used throughout the book. By clarifying the roles of confederates and the importance of misdirection, he shows that advantage is created before a stake is laid, through control of equipment, seating, and procedure, rather than during conspicuous moments of play.

Maskelyne first treats prepared cards, since they underpin many schemes. He describes marking systems that alter ink or surface—block-out, cut-out, tinting, pricking, and daub—together with edge and corner work that survives casual shuffling. He notes luminous or shade-based markings designed to be legible only under certain light or through reflective aids. The book explains how readers identify ranks and suits at a glance while handling appears natural. Countermeasures include frequent changes of packs, inspection under varied light, strict custody of cards, and the rejection of privately supplied decks. The emphasis remains on recognition of tells and procedures that make tampering impractical rather than on exhaustive technical minutiae.

He next surveys pure manipulation and mechanical contrivances. False shuffles and false cuts preserve order while appearing fair; shifts, runs, and stock controls arrange desired cards; and second, bottom, and other deceptive deals distribute them to choice positions. Crimps and bends guide cutting; palming facilitates exchanges; and holdouts—ingenious arm, sleeve, or table-mounted devices—temporarily remove and restore cards. Reflectors or shiners give covert information from a polished object. Maskelyne explains each class, indicating what an observer might notice and how a room’s rules can prevent their use. He treats so-called center dealing skeptically, focusing instead on proven methods supported by practical examples of detection.

With the tools identified, the book turns to particular card games. In partnership games such as whist, covert signals and tempo manipulation can convey information that ethics forbid. In single-combat games like écarté, stalking the discard, steering the cut, and managing the deal are central. Poker introduces stacking, the cold deck, and methods of peeking or substituting during the draw. Loo and similar games adapt the same principles with minor variations. Throughout, Maskelyne keeps to general patterns—how hands are prepared, how cuts are guided, how confederates assist—so readers can map the practices onto their own rulesets, and he ties recommended safeguards to each game’s structure.

Banking and public games receive separate treatment because procedures differ. In faro, he describes gaffed dealing boxes, sanded cards, and collusive casekeeping that alter apparent odds. In baccarat, biases in shoe handling and card exposure confer advantage. Roulette sections discuss wheel irregularities, ball behavior, and past-posting or capping, where stakes are moved after outcomes are practically decided. The emphasis is on institutional vulnerabilities: lax supervision, permissive access to equipment, and ambiguous betting windows. Maskelyne outlines clear dealing routines, controlled custody of apparatus, impartial inspection, and rigid timing as essential to prevent advantage-taking that otherwise hides within the game’s normal cadence.

Dice and allied implements are treated for completeness. Maskelyne classifies loaded, shaped, or fulham dice; transparent or drilled pips; and manipulation through controlled grips and deliveries. He notes how apparently innocent substitutions occur in casual play and how tests for balance and symmetry help expose defects. Related short cons—the thimble-rig or shell game and the three-card trick—are described as exhibitions relying on confederates and misdirection rather than chance, designed to simulate fairness while denying it. The account shows how speed, patter, and crowd management support deception, and it provides observational cues that distinguish genuine uncertainty from performances contrived to ensure a predetermined result.

The concluding chapters present policies to deter fraud. Maskelyne advocates standardized equipment under official control, frequent pack changes, ban on privately produced cards, and transparent dice verified by routine tests. He recommends codified shuffling, cutting, and dealing procedures; fixed seating and lighting; prohibition of reflective objects; and the segregation of spectators from players. For clubs and public rooms, he urges trained oversight, recorded incidents, and decisive ejection protocols. For private players, he advises prudence in stakes, company, and venue. Rather than relying on vigilance alone, he emphasizes system—rules that remove opportunities—and simple habits that make manipulation detectable or impracticable.

Sharps and Flats closes by restating its purpose: to replace mystique with knowledge so that honest play can be safeguarded without fear or suspicion. Maskelyne positions the book as a reference, mapping recurrent methods across many games and environments, and drawing practical conclusions about procedure. He neither condemns nor romanticizes the sharp; he documents. The central message is that cheating thrives on disorder and ignorance, and that clear rules, custody of tools, and trained observation are the effective remedies. By tracing techniques from preparation to execution and then to prevention, the work provides a coherent framework for recognizing and reducing gaming fraud.
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    Sharps and Flats (1894) emerges from late Victorian London, a city where elite clubs, urban amusements, and new technologies coexisted with anxious debates about morality and fraud. Its author, John Nevil Maskelyne, performed at Egyptian Hall in Piccadilly from the 1870s, mastering mechanisms and misdirection while exposing trickery. The book’s milieu spans private card rooms in St James’s, continental casinos such as Monte Carlo, and transatlantic gambling circuits. Industrial printing firms in Britain and the United States were mass‑producing standardized playing cards by the 1880s, and railways and telegraphs knit together a world of leisure and speculation in which cheating could spread and be discussed rapidly.

The Royal Baccarat, or Tranby Croft, scandal of 1890–1891 decisively shaped the public conversation to which Maskelyne’s treatise responds. On 8–9 September 1890, at Tranby Croft near Hull, the Prince of Wales (the future Edward VII) played baccarat with a country‑house party hosted by Arthur Wilson. Accusations that Lieutenant‑Colonel Sir William Gordon‑Cumming had illicitly increased his stake by touching counters led to a sensational libel trial in London in June 1891. The jury found against Gordon‑Cumming, who was ostracized from society. Newspapers dwelt on detection methods, etiquette, and the difficulty of proving cheating at cards in semi‑private aristocratic settings. The scandal exposed a paradox: elite circles professed honor yet relied on opaque rules and private pressure rather than transparent oversight. Maskelyne’s book, published three years later, systematically catalogs mechanical and psychological methods of cheating, offering the clarity that the trial conspicuously lacked. By explaining signals, marked cards, and manipulations relevant to baccarat, whist, and other games, he furnishes readers with the technical vocabulary and observational tools that jurors, club committees, and the public had missed. He implicitly addresses the weaknesses highlighted by the case: how social deference and unfamiliarity with conjuring principles allow fraud to flourish even under the gaze of high society. The scandal’s venue, cast of titled witnesses, and the presence of the heir to the throne made cheating a matter of national interest, not merely a gambler’s problem. Sharps and Flats mirrors that moment by turning private knowledge into public instruction, arguing that only informed scrutiny can reconcile leisure with integrity.

British gambling law formed the regulatory backdrop. The Gaming Act 1845 voided contracts founded on gaming and wagering, making gambling debts unenforceable in court. The Betting Houses Act 1853 sought to suppress public betting offices, pushing high‑stakes play into private clubs and homes. The Gaming Act 1892 tightened matters by further preventing recovery of money advanced for betting or gaming. These statutes created gray zones where cheating might be morally condemned yet legally difficult to remedy. Maskelyne’s emphasis on prevention and detection aligns with this framework: by detailing concrete devices and ruses, the book equips clubs and individuals to police fraud where prosecutions were uncertain.

Industrialization and new materials intensified both fair play and fraud. De La Rue, founded in 1821, had produced British playing cards since 1832, while the United States Playing Card Company introduced Bicycle cards in 1885. Uniform backs, smooth finishes, and consistent stock enabled subtle marking systems. The discovery of aniline dyes in 1856 widened the palette for inconspicuous ink alterations, and precision metalworking supported miniature mirrors, shiners, and spring‑loaded holdouts. In the late 1880s, inventors such as Kepplinger in the United States popularized arm‑mounted holdout mechanisms. Sharps and Flats directly addresses these technological aids, reproducing or describing their workings so that lay readers and club stewards could recognize them on sight.

European casino culture, especially Monte Carlo, anchored gambling in respectable tourism. François Blanc reorganized Monaco’s casino under the Société des Bains de Mer in 1863, and the railway link to Nice in 1868 made the resort accessible to British and Russian elites. Baccarat and roulette became social rituals as well as games of chance, with dress codes and surveillance meant to deter cheating. Yet documented expulsions for card marking and signaling punctuated the era. Maskelyne’s text reflects this cosmopolitan scene: it treats continental games with specificity, explaining how certain marking systems or partner codes infiltrated baccarat and chemin de fer, and how casinos attempted to counter them.

Across the Atlantic, professional gambling shaped techniques that circulated back to Britain. In the United States, faro dominated saloons from the 1860s to the 1890s, aided by dealing boxes that could be gaffed and by manipulations such as cold decks and slugged packs. Riverboat play on the Mississippi earlier in the century had already spawned reputations for card sharps working three‑card monte and poker. Municipal reform waves in the 1890s targeted gambling dens, but techniques survived in private rooms. Maskelyne integrates this transatlantic repertoire, mapping American terminology and apparatus to British games, and warning that cosmopolitan cheats exploited the same mechanical principles regardless of jurisdiction.

The Victorian spiritualist movement provided Maskelyne with a training ground in exposing deception. Since the Fox sisters’ rappings in 1848, séances spread through Britain, with the Davenport Brothers touring in 1864–1865. Maskelyne and Cooke famously reconstructed the spirit cabinet, demonstrating non‑supernatural methods, and from 1873 he presented mechanical marvels at Egyptian Hall. In 1875 his automaton Psycho astonished audiences by apparently playing whist. This engagement with optics, mechanics, and misdirection deeply informed Sharps and Flats. The book translates stage‑craft into forensic analysis of gambling, arguing that minute controls of attention, timing, and apparatus that fool theatergoers also compromise card tables and dice games.

As social and political critique, the book indicts a culture that prized leisure yet tolerated obscurity and unequal information. It exposes how class privilege in private clubs shielded malpractice from public scrutiny and how legal regimes, while discouraging betting, failed to protect victims of fraud. By teaching readers to detect marked cards, coded signals, and mechanical aids, Maskelyne democratizes knowledge hoarded by cheats and complicit insiders. He champions transparency, standardization, and vigilance as civic virtues, challenging both aristocratic hypocrisy after Tranby Croft and the commercial cynicism of professional gambling. The work thus argues that rational inquiry is a remedy to moral and institutional complacency.
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In presenting the following pages to the public, I have had in view a very serious purpose. Here and there may be found a few words spoken in jest; but throughout my aim has been particularly earnest.

This book, in fact, tends to point a moral, and present a problem. The moral is obvious, the problem is ethical; which is, perhaps, only another way of saying something different.

In the realm of Ethics, the two men who exert, probably, the greatest influence upon the mass of humanity are the philosopher and the politician. Yet, strange to say, there would appear to be little that can be considered as common knowledge in either politics or philosophy. Every politician and every philosopher holds opinions which are diametrically opposed to those of some other politician or philosopher; and there never yet existed, apparently, either politician or philosopher who would admit even that his opponents were acquainted with the fact of two and two making four. So much, then, for dogmatism.

In the natural order of events, however, there must be things which even a politician can understand. Not many things, perhaps; but still some things. In like manner, there must be things which even a philosopher can not understand—and a great many things.

As an illustration, let us take the case of 'sharping[3].' Politician and philosopher alike are interested in the origin of crime, its development, and the means of its prevention. Now, even a politician can understand that a man, having in view the acquisition of unearned increment, may take to cheating as being a ready means of possessing himself of the property of others, with but little effort upon his own part. At the same time, I will venture to say that not even a philosopher can render any adequate reason for the fact that some men will devote an amount of energy, labour, perseverance and ingenuity to the gaining of a precarious living in the paths of chicanery, one-half of which, if directed into legitimate channels, would serve to place them in a position commanding both affluence and respect.

To my mind, the only hypothesis which in any way covers the facts of the case is that some men are born to crime. It is their destiny, and they are bound to fulfil it.

Whether this hypothesis represents the solution of the problem or not is a bone of contention over which I am content to allow others to quarrel, without joining in the fray. I am only concerned with the facts as we know them—the plain and unmistakable facts that cheating, upon a gigantic scale, does exist; that the resources available for its advancement become every day more numerous, whilst the means of its prevention become more and more inadequate.

A goodly portion of my life has been spent in battling with superstition, credulity and chicanery in every form. It has been a labour of love with me. At times I have, so to speak, cried from the house-top truths so obvious that there hardly seemed any necessity for calling attention to them, and yet have found some who could not believe them. Again and again, Time, the prover of all things, has without exception borne out my statements to the very letter; yet even now there are some who will prefer to rely upon the word of a charlatan—an impostor—rather than accept a plain statement of palpable facts at my hands. It is curious, but nevertheless it is true. It is magnificent, but it is not common sense. Fortunately, however, there are not many such, though some there are.

Experience has demonstrated that the ignorance of the public with regard to the capabilities of trickery [1q]is the principal factor in all problems connected with every kind of deception. If the public only knew a little more in this respect, the thousand-and-one quackeries which flourish in our midst could not exist. My self-imposed task, then, has ever been to endeavour to educate the public, just a little, and to enlighten those who really seek for truth amid the noxious and perennial weeds of humbug and pretence. In this, I am happy to say, I have to some extent succeeded; but there is still much to be done.

This book, then, is but another stone, as it were, in an edifice raised for the purpose of showing to the world the real nature of those things which are not really what they appear to be, and practices with the very existence of which the average man is unacquainted.

Although the immediate practical outcome of this book may be nil, I shall not be depressed upon that account. If it only has the effect of opening the eyes of the authorities to some extent, and of hinting a caution to gamblers generally, I shall be content; and, commending it to the public with this reflection, and with the hope that this much, at least, may be accomplished, I leave it to its fate.

J. N. Maskelyne[1].

Egyptian Hall, London, W.

February 1894.
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That 'it requires all kinds of men to make a world,' is an aphorism which may or may not be gainsaid, according to the aspect in which it is regarded. For whilst, on the one hand, we are painfully cognisant of the fact that this world, as we find it, is composed of 'all sorts and conditions of men,' and among them not a few sorts with which we could very readily dispense, still, on the other hand, the idea of a world with some of the existing components omitted is by no means inconceivable. Do we not, in fact, every day of our lives, meet with schemes, philanthropic and otherwise, formulated expressly for the regeneration of man? Yes, we know them of old; those schemes which, according to their gifted authors, are to elevate mankind to one universal level of goodness and purity. Sad to say, however, in spite of these well-meant efforts, continued from time immemorial, mankind would appear to be in about the same unregenerate condition as ever. The 'kinds of men' seem to multiply rather than to diminish, and the long-deferred millennium[4] looms as far off in the dim and distant future as at any period of the world's history.

Accepting, then, this many-sided world of ours as an established fact, impossible of modification, it is obvious that, to quote another time-honoured proverb, and say that 'one half the world does not know how the other half lives,'[2] is to convey but a very feeble and inadequate idea of the real facts of the case. All things considered, it may be safely said that the majority know far too little of the means of subsistence employed by their fellows, and, in consequence, often suffer for that lack of knowledge. The fact is, too many of us possess the gentleness of the dove (more or less) without the qualifying and ever-necessary wisdom of the serpent.

Among the bye-paths of existence, among the various underhand methods of obtaining a living—sweet little conceptions evolved, presumably, from the primordial basis of original sin—probably there is none so little understood by the community at large as the art and practice of 'sharping.' At the same time, it is not too much to say that there is no subject more worthy of serious consideration, when regarded in the relation it holds to the moral well-being of mankind in general.

 It is, of course, common knowledge that there are in existence individuals who live by cheating at games of chance and skill, but few persons have any idea of the extent to which the practice obtains, or of the number of the professors of this particular branch of swindling.

Possibly, of the work-a-day inhabitants of this planet, nine persons out of ten of the majority who are 'indifferent honest,' will be inclined to a belief that sharping, at the worst, can form but a very insignificant factor in the social problems of modern times. A glance at the contents of this book, however, will serve to remove that very erroneous impression. The author is not raising a 'bogey' for the purpose of pretending to demolish it. The spectre is a very substantial one indeed, and the task of 'laying' it is far beyond the power of any one man to accomplish.

The system, in fact, is a gigantic one, and its professors are legion. It is as thriving an industry (save the mark) as any in the world. It is as perfectly organised in every department as any legitimate business. Its markets are regulated by the same inexorable laws of supply and demand, competition and coöperation, which govern the development of every branch of commerce. It has its manufacturers, its wholesale houses, its canvassers and retail dealers, all in regular form. Its price-lists, descriptive pamphlets, circulars and advertisements are issued as methodically as those of bonâ fide merchants and traders. Its ramifications extend to every quarter of the globe.

This book will show that not only is a thriving trade in cheating utensils carried on openly and unblushingly, but also that there must be an enormous number of swindlers at large, who live by means of unfair practices in connection with all forms of gambling; sharps who are still undetected, and, notwithstanding the vigilance of the authorities, are still pursuing their calling under the very eyes of Justice.
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