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Getting the Most Out of


Names of God




For most of us, our names simply identify us. We might be named in honor of a grandmother or some famous person, but our names don’t have much meaning or significance beyond that. This is not the case, however, with the names given to God in the Bible. God’s names and titles are windows into his character. We learn about who God is and what God is ready to do in our lives by coming to understand his names.


To be precise, God has only one name. In the Old Testament, the one true and living God reveals himself as “the LORD.” But God is also given a variety of descriptive titles in Scripture. These “names” help us see more deeply into God’s nature and work and power.


This study guide is an exploration of the key “names of God” revealed in the Bible. But it’s not just an academic study centered on ancient words and obscure events. Each study is designed to give you a clearer understanding of who God is and draw you closer to God in worship and devotion and trust.


The God who revealed himself to Moses and to Abraham is the same God we relate to today. We have come to know him as God the Father and as Jesus the Savior and as the Spirit of holiness—but he is also the LORD Almighty, the God who provides, the God of glory.


So be prepared to have your heart and mind stirred as you explore God’s nature in greater depth—and be prepared to have your life and worship changed by these encounters with the living God!





Suggestions for Individual Study


1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.


2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.


3. Each study deals with a particular passage so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.


4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.


Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.


5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.


6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.


7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.









Suggestions for Members of a Group Study


1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.


2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.


3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.


4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.


When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.


5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.


6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.


7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.


8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.
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One Supreme Being


Genesis 1




“I don’t believe in God—never have, never will!” The words came casually from the young man’s lips.


“Why?” I asked in return. “What’s your reason for rejecting God’s existence?”


“I don’t know,” he said after a moment’s hesitation. “I guess I’ve never seen anything to convince me that God is really there. God may exist, I guess, but he doesn’t care about me.”


 


GROUP DISCUSSION. Why do you believe God exists?


 


PERSONAL REFLECTION. How do you usually respond when someone denies or doubts the existence of God? What can you do to develop an even more inviting and engaging response?






 


The writers of the Bible never set out to prove the existence of God. They just declare that he is—and that he is personally involved with the world and the people he has made. In the first verse of the Bible we come face to face with Elohim, the awesome God of creation. Read Genesis 1.




1. Go back through the passage and underline or note every occurrence of the word “God.” What activities is God said to do?









 


Do those actions point to a personal being or an impersonal force? Explain.








2. What is the significance of the order of creation?









 


What does that order convey about the place of human beings in God’s creation?








3. The Hebrew word translated “God” here is Elohim, which speaks of God as the one eternal being, the majestic, powerful Creator. Everyone and everything else had a beginning, but God has always existed. As our passage reveals, when the eternal God speaks, things happen. What does this fact convey to you about God’s power?











4. Into what situation in your life would you like God to speak with his creative power?









 


What difference would it make?








5. God evaluates each stage of his creation (vv. 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). What insight into God’s character can you grasp from his evaluation?









 


How does God’s evaluation influence your own view of the created world and your responsibility toward it?








6. What role does God give human beings in this newly created world (vv. 26, 28)?









 


How well are humans fulfilling that role today?








7. What does it mean for you to be created in God’s image (v. 27)?









 


How does that fact affect how you view and relate to other people?








8. What do you think the appropriate responses of human beings should be toward their Creator God?









 


How can you weave those responses into your daily routine?






 


Acknowledge God as your Creator and the bestower of all good gifts. Express your adoration of him in words of praise and thanks.




Now or Later


When David contemplated the magnitude of God’s creation, he was struck by how insignificant one human being is. Read Psalm 8 and then walk outside on a clear night and look into the heavens. Let yourself be awed by the majesty of a God who could bring such marvels into existence by the power of his word alone.


If this study prompts a desire to be a better steward of creation, check out some websites that explore this issue. If you search “creation care” on the Internet, you will find several Christian organizations that can provide direction for caring for your slice of God’s creation.
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God Most High


Genesis 14:17-2 4




I talked today with a man who hasn’t been in church for twenty years. At one time he attended services regularly and even participated in the leadership of a congregation. “Why did you quit?” I asked.


His answer was one I had heard before. “I just didn’t get anything out of it. I got bored and haven’t been back.”


It’s difficult even for committed Christians to remember that genuine worship isn’t really about getting; it’s far more about giving. We give God our praise and adoration; we give our time and money and energy in honor of the Lord and in thanks for his goodness; we give ourselves in ministry and service to others. And when we give freely and sacrificially, an amazing thing happens. Our needs are met too, and we receive an abundance of blessing from God.


 


GROUP DISCUSSION. Explain what is hardest for you to “give” in worship—and why you might find it so difficult.


 


PERSONAL REFLECTION. Think about your most recent worship experience. Where was your attention: on yourself, on others or on the Lord? How can you be more intentional and focused in your worship?






 


When Abram heard that a group of enemies had attacked the city of Sodom and had captured his nephew Lot he knew something had to be done, and done quickly. So Abram gathered a small army of trusted friends and servants from his own household and pursued the attackers. In a stunning victory, he recovered everything that was plundered and every captive that was taken. A representative of El Elyon, God Most High, met Abram as he returned in triumph. He fell down in worship before the God of such power and mercy. Read Genesis 14:17-24.
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