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Introduction



The ingredients for creating cartoons are simply this: humor, creativity, and a passion for drawing. Natural talent, of course, comes in handy, but it’s not an essential ingredient. As you’ll soon find, you don’t have to be an artist to successfully draw any of the cartoons I’ve shared for you in this book. This step-by-step book on how to draw cartoons will teach, guide, and inspire you to become a real cartoonist. There is only one rule in cartooning: Have fun! These tutorials are only a guide. Play around and develop your own unique style to make each and every one of these motifs your own creation.


Whether you’re an amateur or professional, beginner or expert, young or old, cartooning is for everyone. So, grab some paper and a pen, and let’s get started!
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Tools of the Trade



You need very little to get started with cartooning. With just your imagination and the tools on the following pages, you’re ready to go!


Drawing Paper


Drawing paper comes in a variety of different types, and you’re going to need a lot of paper for practice! There is regular typing paper, watercolor paper, smooth paper, thick paper, colored paper, and more. The type of paper you’ll need depends on what art you’re creating. If you’re using paint, you’ll need paper that is heavier and designed to take moisture without bleeding through. If you’re just sketching ideas, I suggest using regular typing paper that comes in packs of 500 or more—it’s what I use. If you want your art to stand the test of time, you might want to invest in a thicker paper that won’t easily tear or crinkle. All types of paper await your creation.
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Match your drawing paper to the tools you want to use and always keep a blank sketchbook handy for practice!




Crayons


Crayons have been part of the art culture since the early 1900s. They come in fun colors and can be used by artists of all ages and skill levels. Good old Crayola crayons work nicely, but you can find pricier gel crayons and artist sets at craft and art stores made by high-end brands like Faber-Castell and Caran d’Ache.
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Crayons are simple, popular tools for coloring.




Colored Pencils


Colored pencils are an excellent tool for coloring. You can use them as your primary drawing and coloring tools or use them to enhance other mediums. They are easy to work with, come in many colors, and only require a pencil sharpener to keep them in good working order.


Colored pencils may have soft or hard points, so you’ll want to experiment with both types to see which one fits the style of art you’re creating. Some pencils are very affordable, think a few dollars for a box of 12 or more, while others are more high-end and may cost a few dollars or more per pencil. Prismacolor is a good brand, but they cost more than some others. Crayola also makes good pencils, and they are very affordable. Use the brand you like best. No matter what brand you use to create your masterpieces, it’s about having fun and being creative!
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Colored pencils are excellent tools for cartooning.




Pencil Sharpeners


Pencil sharpeners are a necessity when it comes to drawing and coloring. A pencil sharpener can be used for colored pencils, charcoal pencils, and regular pencils. If you draw a lot, this little invention will keep your tips sharp and save you a lot of frustration. Only use sharpeners with sharp blades. If they become dull, they’ll simply damage your pencils. I recommend having a different sharpener for each type of pencil to avoid passing charcoal scrapings onto your colored pencils or vice versa.
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A pencil sharpener is all you need to make sure your colored pencils are always ready to create.




Sharpeners can be plug-in, battery-operated, or manual. At home, I use an electric sharpener, but while I am away from my desk, I use one that takes batteries. AFMAT makes a variety of electric versions that are well reviewed, but if you are old school and love a manual option, use one. All three types, electric, battery-powered, and manual, will get the job done.


Ink Pens


Ink pens are great for sketching and drawing. Be sure to use permanent ink if you plan to use them with watercolors. Ink pens are affordable and come in different line widths. For cartooning, you can start with a simple fine-line Bic, Pilot, or Sharpie, then graduate to the high-end brands more commonly used by professional artists, such as Faber-Castell or Sakura Pigma.


[image: ]


Ink pens will help you achieve the perfect cartoon lines and details.




Paint and Paintbrushes


It’s a lot of fun to paint a drawing you’ve created, and you can really use any of the options as long as you’ve used a permanent ink pen. Watercolor, oil, acrylic—experiment and use your favorites. Using paint does mean you’ll need other supplies, including paintbrushes, a palette or surface for mixing colors, a cup of water and rags to clean your brushes, and sealant depending on the type of paint you’re using. If you experiment with all the types of pain, you can find which type fits the style of your creation. I could sell my cartoons in black and white, but I choose to color them to make them more visually appealing.
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You can use any types of paints to color your cartoons.







Tips for Successful Cartooning



Keep the following tips in mind as you begin your cartooning journey!


• Cartooning is about fun, so don’t be afraid to add your own style! For example, the bee I drew on page 73 isn’t realistic, but we all know it’s a bee.


• In cartooning, lines don’t need to be straight, and circles don’t need to be perfectly round. The rule is to make things fun!


• When coloring, there really are no rules. Splash color on the character and leave some white around the outside to highlight it. Use bright colors to make your cartoon stand out!


• Draw quickly—cartoons should have a cool, loose, style. Look at the ghost on page 154. He’s very loose, easy, and fun!


• Look around yourself for inspiration. There are plenty of things you can turn into cartoons: pets, people, trees, houses, etc. There is always something new to draw.


• Don’t be afraid to show people your cartoons. Many cartoonists are shy with their artwork. Cartoons bring people joy and you’ll also get some great feedback.


• Set up a little art studio. Make a fun space to draw and store your supplies. Hang up your own cartoons and some fun posters that inspire you.


• It’s OK to practice by copying other cartoonists’ cartoons. Eventually, you’ll develop your own style, but when you first start, draw as much as you can and follow other cartoonists.


• Cartooning is exaggeration. It’s OK to draw big heads on little bodies or guys with muscles the size of tree trunks. There is no reality in cartooning. It’s a world of imagination and creativity.
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In my step-by-step examples, I’ve left spaces in the outlines where I know I plan to add legs or other details. If you’re drawing in pencil, you can always draw each complete shape and erase any unnecessary lines at the end.










People



Hands to Practice


Practice drawing different hand positions in your sketchbook.
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Hairstyles to Practice



Practice drawing different hairstyles in your sketchbook.
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Eyes
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1. Draw three circles for each eye—a small circle inside a medium circle inside a large circle.
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2. Draw curved rectangular eyebrows above the eyes.
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3. Add detail lines above and below the eyes.
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4. Finally, color in the eyebrows and eyes using any color you’d like!
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