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INTRODUCTION


Hampshire is an intriguing county that rewards digging deeper. It is the heart of the ancient kingdom of Wessex, the maritime gateway to the world, and never really feels as far from the capital as its south-western neighbours. In fact it was the capital at one point. If you know where to find them, it has its own incredible archaeological sites, folk customs, royal riches, natural beauties, stories of seafaring (and airfaring!) and innovative industries. It is the home of air speed records, the medieval Treasury of the nation, three incredibly rare bat species, four royal weddings, the inspiration for a huge amount of writing, from Bibles to odes, and contains beautiful chalk grassland and heathland abundant with wild flowers and their attendant butterflies and dragonflies. Perhaps it hides its gems well but there are many of them. This book hopes to reveal a few of those rare and curious treasures.


It is the people of the county, past and present, which make it what it is, and this book profiles many of Hampshire’s interesting but little-known personalities: monarchs, musicians, mothers, medics and eccentrics. They include Arts and Crafts artist-turned-archaeologist Heywood Sumner; the ultra-religious bestselling author Charlotte Yonge; the lord who became a train driver and race-winning motorist, John Montagu; the botanist and inventor of the first commercial motor-drawn caravan, Richard St Barbe-Baker; and the expert horse rider who was also an academic geologist, megalithic monument builder and inventor of a ‘tree-lifter’, Colonel George Greenwood.


Places in Hampshire vary wildly: from the nineteenth-century seaside resort of Barton-on-Sea to the ancient Roman walls and amphitheatre at Silchester; from the harbour master’s ‘castle’ at maritime Warsash to the bridge where St Swithun mended some broken eggs; from the octagonal Gothic library housing an incredible nineteenth-century book collection on China to the ancient Gospel Oak of Hampage Wood; from the prison hulks of Portsmouth Harbour to the water meadows of John Keats’s poetry; and from the great transatlantic liners of Southampton Docks to Watership Down.


This book reveals the rich, hidden, unusual, rare and eccentric side of Hampshire, giving every reader a little something they didn’t know about the county and encouraging everyone, whether born and bred in Hampshire or an inquisitive visitor, to explore this large and contrasting county. Given the richness of the county, there is so much more than I have been able to fit into these pages, so treat this as a stimulating but quirky taster of the wondrous place that is Hampshire.




1


WHAT IS HAMPSHIRE?


The county is fantastically diverse, encompassing acidic heathland and chalky downs, gin-clear streams and seaside piers, it is the recipient of invading ships and aircraft and the sender of fleets and armies. It is the home of royal cities and trading ports, the builder of seaplanes and warships, it is a grower of oaks, turf, watercress and vines. Is it possible to distil some of the things which make Hampshire uniquely Hampshire? This chapter tries to.


TIDE AND TIME


A quirk of tidal science has put Hampshire at the heart of south coast maritime life. Southampton Water famously has a ‘double high tide’, which makes it a boon to mariners. It results in a larger variety of times to sail in and out and unload. The resulting fast ebb tide scours the shipping lanes to make them deeper for shipping. The reasons are a complex mix of the Atlantic Pulse, numerous oscillations of the tide around the Isle of Wight and the shallower waters of Southampton Water.


Even the Venerable Bede in his Ecclesiastical History written in the 720s mentions it: ‘In this sea, the two tides of the ocean … meet in conflict beyond the mouth of the river Homelea [Hamble], which runs through the lands of the Jutes … and after this struggle of the tides, they fall back and return to the ocean whence they come.’


King Cnut, King of England from 1016 to 1035, is said to have tried to hold back the tide. There are several contenders for where this event took place, but one of them is Southampton. The idea was not to show he was omnipotent but because he knew he was not and wanted to prove so to his flattering courtiers. Upon failing and getting his toes wet, he announced that no man, even a king, is above God, for only He can control the tides.


However, the Solent has a tidal oddity that means the rising tide stops about two hours after low tide and begins again two hours after, officially called the ‘young flood stand’. So had Cnut tried his trick at the ‘young flood stand’, he might have succeeded in suggesting the waters were being held back by his hand.
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Typical Southampton tidal curve for spring and neap tides.
(Graph courtesy ABP Southampton Hydrographic Department)


Each year on the lowest tide of the year a cricket match is played on the exposed Bramble Bank in the Solent, usually just a navigational hazard. The Royal Southern Yacht Club and the Island Sailing Club play and take turns to ‘win’, as the game has to be rather short!


The Saxons divided the times of the day and night into eight ‘tides’, lasting three hours each. At Corhampton Church and Warnford Church you can see Anglo-Saxon sundials that show just this. Each line on the sundial indicates the midpoint of each tide.


In Warsash the clock tower rings ‘ship’s bell time’, perhaps in deference to that village’s maritime activities and its Maritime School. Many Hampshire sailors will have lived by ship’s time. Ship’s bell time divides the twenty-four hours of a day into four-hour watches, with one strike of the ship’s bell made for the first half hour and another strike added for each half hour, until there are eight strikes for the end of the watch at four hours. There are two dog watches of two hours each between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. and 6 p.m. and 8 p.m., allowing each watch to get eight hours’ rest a night. Ship’s bells have a long history and, a few miles away from Warsash, that of the Mary Rose, sunk in 1545, was one of the last items to be found on the Tudor wreck off Southsea.


SALT AND SMUGGLING


One of the less obvious things you can do with a seaside location is to make salt out of seawater. The people of Lymington made a very tidy, if seasonal, profit from it from the Middle Ages to the nineteenth century. The process consisted of first drawing seawater into clay-lined trenches where some of the water evaporated. The now concentrated brine was then pumped by windmills to tanks outside boiling houses where it was put into large copper boiling pans fired by coal. The salt crystals could then be skimmed off and dried.


The peak of the industry was around 1730, when eighteenth-century commentator Daniel Defoe said that all of southern England obtained its salt from Lymington and there were 163 pans in the Lymington area, exported all over the world. The last salt works in the country closed in Lymington in 1865.


Lymington also had another ‘get rich quick’ scheme, a rather more violent one – smuggling. It had a network of underground tunnels with which to get illicit goods from quay to a house or inn. But then this could be said of many places in Hampshire, both seaside and landward: ‘I do not find they have any foreign commerce, except it be what we call smuggling, and roguing, which I may say, is the reigning commerce of all this part of the English coast,’ said Defoe. In Hampshire there are many good beaches and inlets, less treacherous than in Cornwall and less guarded than in Kent, and a hinterland of the wild New Forest, almost untouchable by the excise men of old. As well as those that transported or landed the goods, there were others who turned a blind eye to the nocturnal transports. Kegs of brandy, bundles of silk and lace, tobacco and anything else that had a high tariff for the king were smuggled through.


One method of collecting smuggled goods while never being seen to go near the ships was to let the tide work for you. In Langstone Harbour, the barrels of spirits were set into the shallow water of the harbour on the flood tide, where an attached grapnel (or small anchor) would hold them in the beach as the water receded, ready for smugglers to collect.


Some souvenirs of smuggling in Hampshire:


• The table tombs in Boldre churchyard are said to have been the perfect hiding place for kegs of brandy, perhaps the first stop on from Lymington. Sway House Inn, Sway House and cottages were also said to be involved.


• The village of Cheriton was once well-known for its illicit trades in Hollands brandy, and the area of Brandy Mount remembers that.


• Soberton Church has a vault beneath the church near the chancel door and was perhaps to store contraband. It might have served as a smuggling route from Portsmouth to Medstead.


• Emsworth had easy access to the sea, making it another smuggling hotspot. It is said the Old Pharmacy in the High Street had a back room used for smuggling and an underground passage.


• Hamble, located on the river of the same name, was also a useful place for smuggling. A man called Sturgess apparently operated a very successful smuggling racket in the eighteenth century, gaining him enough profit to build a ship, a 20-gun cutter, the Favourite.


THE BIG BLUE


The southern damselfly is blue with a black mark like a spot with a large ‘U’ balanced on top, behind its wings. It is also very rare and the New Forest is one of the most important sites for it in the world. It is only found in the streams between Burley and Brockenhurst and between Lymington and Beaulieu and along the Itchen and Test rivers in Hampshire (as well as some in Dorset and Pembrokeshire).


Synonymous with Hampshire’s areas of flower-rich chalk grasslands are the stunning blue butterflies: common blue, chalkhill blue, small blue, holly blue and the rare adonis blue and silver-studded blue (found in heathland), and the very rare large blue. Try Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester, a Butterfly Conservation reserve, in summer to see them.


Micheldever Wood, between Winchester and Basingstoke, remains one of the most beautiful bluebell woods in the country and is home to three species of deer and a variety of butterflies as well as prehistoric remains.


Hambledon Cricket Club, said to be the ‘cradle of cricket’ for its seminal additions to the rules and also their legendary run of wins in the 1770s, met in the Old Bat & Ball pub, next to the ground at Broadhalfpenny Down, before matches. What a sight they must have been – sky blue coats, with velvet collars, C.C. embossed on their buttons and gold-laced tricorne hats. The hats and coats were laid down when the match began and velvet caps worn for play.


Some women’s sides, of which there were quite a few in the 1700s and 1800s, also wore blue. A cricket match was played in 1822 between Alresford ‘matrons’, playing in blue, and Alresford ‘maidens’, playing in pink. In both the original match and the return one, the maidens triumphed. There were also mixed matches in the 1700s. There is a record of a match between eleven women of Hampshire and twenty-two men of Hampton.


The Royal Navy wears navy blue and is known as one of the world’s foremost ‘blue-water navies’, able to work globally and across deep oceans at long range. It has a long history in Hampshire and still has one of its three bases in Portsmouth. The first royal ships were commissioned by King Alfred the Great of Wessex and fought the first chronicled sea battle against the Vikings in 896 CE, although it didn’t all go to plan. The heavier Saxon ships ran aground in an unnamed tidal inlet near the Solent and fought a bloody battle with the Vikings there. During the eighteenth century, Britain became supreme on the seas and the Admiralty expanded Portsmouth Dockyard enormously. By 1800 the Royal Dockyard at Portsmouth was the largest industrial complex in the world.


The Winchester Bible was the most ambitious, richly decorated, largest and most expensive Bible ever produced in the medieval period. It used an abundance of the colour ultramarine – a deep blue, even more difficult to obtain than gold leaf, found only in lapis lazuli from the mountains of Afghanistan. The Bible was commissioned in the mid-1100s by Bishop of Winchester Henri de Blois, who had a taste for the finer things in life. It required 250 calfskins for the parchment of the huge pages, on which one monk took four years to write all the words. The illuminated and gilded letters and the pictures were made by six (probably travelling) artists. They were named (later) the Genesis Master, Master of the Apocrypha Drawings, Master of the Leaping Figures, Master of the Morgan Leaf, Master of the Gothic Majesty, and Amalekite Master.
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Thresher shark. (Collage print by Ruth Ander)


Finally, there is blue in the sea too: lobsters. Found in the Solent, they look blue (before they’re cooked) and even have blue blood. They can live for up to fifty years. Some more residents or visitors to the seas around Hampshire include the harbour seal and the thresher shark, an incredible beast that uses its long, curved tail to herd and stun its prey.


DRY DOCKS AND DRY WHITES


Construction of the first dry dock in the world was commenced on 14 July 1495 at Portsmouth Dockyard under the orders of King Henry VII and the design of Sir Reginald Bray. Two great gates were made and a ‘middle dam’ made of shingle and clay made it watertight. Then 120 to 140 men were employed for a day and a night to remove the water with an ‘ingyn’ – probably a bucket and chain pump worked by a horse gin. Getting the first ship, the Sovereign, out again took a little longer – twenty men took twenty-four days to remove all the clay and shingle and let the water in. It is thought to have been about 15m from where Victory lies today.


In 1895, exactly 400 years later, the fifth dry dock was opened at Southampton docks, the largest in the world at the time. Southampton went on to build two more, a total of seven, and a floating dry dock for the largest of ships.


Hampshire is a major producer of English white wines. The chalky sub-strata of the South Downs is almost exactly the same as the best Chardonnay vineyards in Champagne. The Romans grew vines in Hampshire and in the Domesday Book of 1086 there were forty-two vineyards listed. The revival in the 1950s of English-grown grapes started in Hampshire at Hambledon. In 1952, Major General Sir Guy Salisbury-Jones planted the first commercial vineyard there since 1875. The third vineyard opened was also in Hampshire at Beaulieu in 1957, owned by Lieutenant Colonel Robert. Today there are several vineyards and wineries, along the River Test and Itchen and still at Hambledon, making Hampshire an award-winning centre for English wine.


DOWNS AND DROWNERS


Hampshire’s central section of landscape is largely made up of downs, which are really ups. That’s because the word ‘down’ comes from the Celtic word ‘dun’ meaning hill. Hampshire’s downs are some of the oldest grasslands in the country, some more than 3,000 years old, caused by centuries of sheep and rabbit grazing over chalk substrate. The downs are characterised by short springy turf and dry valleys, and an incredible variety of flowers and invertebrate life.


Notable downs include:


• Broadhalfpenny Down – cricket ground to Hambledon Cricket Club.


• Worthy Down – location of old Winchester Racecourse, haunt of King Charles II and major event on the social calendar of the 1700s.


• Magdalen Hill Down – now a butterfly nature reserve, full of wild flowers and wildlife, as well as the past site of a medieval leprosy hospital and a vast First World War camp.


• Beacon Hill and Seven Barrows – Lord Caernarvon is buried here and Geoffrey de Havilland, aircraft designer and manufacturer, built his first aircraft at Highclere and made his first flight from Seven Barrows field just below Beacon Hill.


• Watership Down – inspired the novel of the same name by Richard Adams.


Drowners aren’t as bad as they sound, they worked in water meadows. Water meadows are a little more than just watery meadows. They are a joint venture between Hampshire nature and man. Nature provides the incredibly pure, constant and warm(ish!) 10°C chalk streams, by filtering rainwater through the chalk; and man, from the 1600s, built a complex system of water channels and ridges (called carriers, drains and panes) cut in the fields near the rivers. They are controlled by hatches and sluices, so water can flow through the field. This is not to water the crops at all, but to bring nutrient-rich waters and, perhaps most importantly, warm water to the land. The warm water, preventing frosts in winter, can produce a very early crop of grass and allowed animals to be fed through the winter more easily. It was labour intensive and dedicated ‘drowners’ maintained the channels of the water meadows to create the constantly flowing sheet of water. Hampshire contains nearly half of all water meadows in the country. Those south of Shawford are still working and you can see the ridges, furrows and sluice gates of old ones at St Mary Bourne and Winnall Moors, Winchester.


The Hampshire Down is also a breed of sheep that grazes on the downs and the water meadows. The Hampshire Downs, with their chalk grassland and chalk streams, made the sheep and the sheep made the Hampshire Downs with their grazing (and also were Hampshire Downs!). And the wool made Hampshire rich.


WATERCRESS AND SEAGRASS


Watercress is highly nutritious, with its leaves packed with vitamins C and A, calcium, folic acid and iron. Up to the 1940s there were over 1,000 acres of watercress beds across the country. Today 150 acres exist, concentrated in Hampshire and Dorset. Hampshire’s clean-flowing chalk streams help the watercress to grow. Hampshire even has a railway line named after its salad vegetable: the Watercress Line, opened in 1865. It helped create the market for the easily perishable watercress as a nutritious crop of choice to Londoners, because the line ensured it could be quickly transported to Covent Garden and beyond. At its peak, watercress could be conveyed to Liverpool, via London Waterloo, in seven hours! Alresford became the centre of the watercress industry with its station on the line and now is the centre of the restored steam heritage line (the only one in the county). It celebrates its heritage each year with the Watercress Festival in May.
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The spiny seahorse of the Solent has a fleshy ‘mane’ and uses its tail to wind around seagrass. (Collage print by Ruth Ander)


Some of Hampshire’s most extensive and wildlife-rich meadows are not high up on hills but under the sea. Seagrass meadows grow in the Solent’s shallow waters and intertidal mudflats. One hectare of seagrass can support 80,000 fish and 100,000 invertebrates such as spider crabs and seahorses. Seagrass can also remove CO2 from the atmosphere faster than even tropical rainforests! So they are worth protecting.


COMMONS AND COMMONERS


Commoners in the New Forest, numbering around 700, are landowners whose land to this day is associated with certain rights within the Crown forest. ‘Common of pasture’ results in New Forest ponies, cattle and donkeys grazing. But what are estovers, turbary, marl and mast? Common of estovers is a right to a supply of a certain amount of firewood; common of turbary is the right to cut peat turves (no longer exercised); common of mast is the right to turn out pigs in the autumn to devour the acorns; and common of marl is the right to dig clay to improve agricultural land (no longer exercised).


A rather different type of Commoner resides at Hampshire’s only (but the oldest) public school (fee-paying and boarding), Winchester College. The school was founded in 1382 by Bishop William of Wykeham for seventy poor scholars. However, other fee-paying pupils soon joined them and became known as Commoners. Today Winchester College still has scholars, although many of them are not poor. They are, however, the most academic of the intake and are distinguished by their wearing of gowns and their special boarding house in the old 1300s buildings. Today there are over 600 Commoners. For the first time in nearly 650 years, girls were admitted in 2022.


Lord Eversley, or George Shaw Lefevre, grew up in Heckfield and later lived in Abbots Worthy House from 1896. He was connected to ‘commons’ in two ways. Firstly, he was a member of the House of Commons and a minister in Gladstone’s government. Secondly, his real area of passion was the preservation of common lands. He actively sought to preserve commons for the benefit of the people. He wrote a book, Commons, Forests and Footpaths, founded the Commons Preservation Society in 1864 and fought enclosure. He also part-funded Eversley Park in Kings Worthy as a public recreation ground.


‘Water has always been common,’ ruled King Edward I in the Great Hall of Winchester in 1299 – meaning it is free for all to use. It was a ruling that came from a small-scale dispute of antisocial bullying in Winchester but was to have a far-reaching impact. Julianna was a laundress living in Upper Brook Street, Winchester, in the late 1200s. A working woman, she used the washing methods of the day – which involved washing clothes and fabric in great vats using urine. Her laundry business let out its waste liquids into the stream known as the Upper Brook, which still runs today, but now underground. A neighbour of hers, downstream, was the powerful and rich merchant John de Tytynge. He had a large house and was also mayor of Winchester in 1299 and 1305. Seemingly upset by her practice, he intimidated her and tried to block Julianna’s access to the water of the brook. She complained that she should be allowed access to the water for her business. She eventually brought her case to the king at the Great Hall. The king ruled in her favour, adding, however, that the river should not be polluted, so that everyone could use it. He prohibited detritus from woad, called ‘wodger’, ‘nor hides being tanned nor sheepskins nor blood nor waste of humans or animals, nor soiled infants clothing’ from being put into the stream.


This might have remained a medieval footnote of an indomitable woman, but it also has relevance to our laws today. Julianna’s Concord, as it was known, was the first statute law that obligated governments to protect natural resources, such as water, from pollution, for their people. It was used in drawing up the UN Convention of Human Rights and is used today in cases to bring government to account for polluted air. Those of us concerned with environmental issues owe Julianna de la Floude, as she became known, gratitude for her persistence!


Southsea Common is a large expanse of mown grassland along the shore from Clarence Pier to Southsea Castle. Its origin in the early nineteenth century was military: a clear range of fire was needed from the harbour defences towards any enemy ships that dared to approach Portsmouth and its dockyard. But at this time it was called the Great Morass and was a large and unsightly marsh. Convicts were employed between 1831 and 1843 to level and drain the common and it then became fashionable to ride around it from the developing seaside suburb of Southsea. The common is now a recreation ground, and serves as the venue for a number of annual events, including the Southsea Show, Kite Festival and Victorious Festival. Fans of Portsmouth FC gathered there to celebrate their victory in the 2008 FA Cup Final.


THROWSTERS AND FULLERS


Much of Hampshire’s wealth in the Middle Ages was based on wool. Sheep were grazed on the downs and their wool was made into fabric at Winchester, where you might have found the following interesting but now obsolete things:


• Fulling mills – hammers powered by water wheels, which beat the fabric together with fuller’s earth to clean and felt it.


• Tenter fields – where washed and dyed fabric was hung out tightly on tenter hooks to dry. Where we get the phrase ‘on tenterhooks’.


• Teasel fields – the teasel plant seed heads were used to raise the nap of the finished fabric.


• Wool Staple – one of ten markets with an exclusive royal licence for selling wool from 1326 to 1363. Merchants from Lombardy, Flanders and Bordeaux gathered there (now Staple Gardens) to buy it.


A throwster would have worked in a silk mill, spinning silk thread. In 1766 a prohibition of imported woven silks and developments in weaving technology led to a boosted home-grown silk industry. Hampshire had silk mills in Winchester (first in St Peter’s Street, then in Abbey Gardens), Overton and Whitchurch. The industry employed lots of women throwsters and children. Whitchurch mill produced silk for the linings of Burberry’s clothes in the twentieth century. It also made silk for legal and academic gowns made by Ede & Ravenscroft. Whitchurch Silk Mill keeps the craft alive and still weaves silk today with wonderful names such as organzine, twill, ottoman, herringbone and striped satin.
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An advertisement for the Burberry trench coat of 1917. (Courtesy Burberry)


Gabardine was a Hampshire invention, by Thomas Burberry, who opened a draper’s store in Basingstoke in 1856. He invented a fabric inspired by the shepherds’ smocks he saw, made of tightly woven linen to keep out the wind, and impregnated with their sheep’s lanolin. Gabardine was water repellent and windproof and, crucially, it was breathable, unlike the rubberised rival fabric from Mackintosh. It became very popular with adventurers before the First World War. In 1908, Air Commodore Edward Maitland broke the record for long-distance air travel by flying from Crystal Palace to Russia in a hot air balloon, 1,117 miles – wearing gabardine. Both Scott and Amundsen, racing to the South Pole in 1911–12 (and later Shackleton) used it, too. After his successful trek to the South Pole in 1912, Amundsen wrote to Burberry: ‘Heartiest thanks. Burberry overalls were made extensive use of during the sledge to the Pole and proved real good friends indeed.’


In the First World War the Army used gabardine to make trench coats for over 500,000 soldiers. It became an iconic piece of outerwear, incorporating a check lining. Today Burberry is a worldwide fashion brand. Thomas Burberry died in 1926 and is buried at Holy Ghost Cemetery, Basingstoke. The showroom and workshop was on London Street, next to Deanes Almshouses, and the Burberry Emporium was in Winchester Street. The final Burberry factory in Basingstoke closed in 1957.


A HYTHE AND A HARD


A hythe is a place to land on a waterway, a jetty, and so is a hard – a gravelly bank to bring up your boat. With lots of watery and tidal inlets, Hampshire had a lot of these. However, two places, Hythe on Southampton Water and Buckler’s Hard on the River Beaulieu, can tell you a lot about the industrial history of the county.


The history of Buckler’s Hard could be summed up in four words: sugar, shipbuilding, steamers and sailing. It was first constructed to import sugar, then was a shipbuilding centre, then a destination for sightseeing Victorian steamers and finally today a haven for sailing yachts.


Buckler’s Hard started life as the pet project of John, 2nd Duke of Montagu. This nobleman had inherited the estates of the former Beaulieu Abbey and with it immunity from paying harbour tolls and wharfage, and the privilege of owning the riverbed of the River Beaulieu. Added to this he was made the owner and governor of the West Indian islands of St Vincent and St Lucia by King George I. Put together, the duke realised he could import sugar from his own islands to his own port and set about developing Buckler’s Hard. However, the settlement of St Vincent and St Lucia didn’t go as planned to say the least and the project had to be abandoned.


The duke had a Plan B, however! In the 1740s he offered shipyard space at Buckler’s Hard at a low rental with free timber. The shipwrights James Wyatt and Henry Adams came and many large ships were built there for the Admiralty. It is the only one of Hampshire’s historic shipyards where buildings can still be seen today – a few cottages and Henry Adams’s master shipwright’s house.


Hythe, on the west side of Southampton Water, can be summed up in four phrases – sail, seaplanes, speed boats and hovercraft. It had made wooden ships in the Age of Sail but in 1911 Morgan Giles and May took over the shipyard and made yachts and early seaplanes. It was then bought by Supermarine, who also made seaplanes. It was later used by Supermarine’s manager, Hubert Scott-Paine, and his new British Power Boat Company to make power boats – some of the fastest in the world – and motor torpedo boats for the Navy, which were fast, manoeuvrable craft to ambush enemy vessels. At this time Imperial Airways also leased part of the site for the maintenance of their flying boats, which ran flights all over the world from the Marine Air Terminal further up Southampton Water. After the British Power Boat Company folded in 1946 Hythe shipyard was taken over by Sir Christopher Cockerill for his Hovercraft Development Company.


MAST AND MASTS OR ACORNS AND OAK


New Forest ponies and pigs play a very important role in the upkeep of the ecosystem of the New Forest. The ponies’ grazing of gorse and holly keep scrub at bay but surprisingly acorns are poisonous to them. Some ponies get a taste for acorns, however, and become very ill and die. Pigs are therefore introduced in autumn, the pannage season, under the commoners right of mast, to eat up the acorns, which they can do without harm.
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