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INTRODUCTION

A country of dry frost in winter, and of fruitful
heat in summer, with numerous delightful climates
in between—this is the rising nation, Canada.
And of a similar strange mixture are its people,
at once the most hard-working and yet most
hopeful of any people upon earth, in the mind
of him who deeply ponders upon their unique
conditions. The destiny of a young and vigorous
people animated by high ambitions must
be either lofty or sordid. It is between these
two extremes that national tragedy lies. Canada
promises either to be the theatre of one of the
greatest commonwealths the world has seen, or
else, failing this, to be the land where race has
died out in a crude, vulgar cosmopolitanism;
where patriotism has been destroyed by a foolish

party system, and all idealism crushed out in a
hard materalism. There is no blinking the situation.
We are the youngest people in the world,
and yet we have some of the gravest problems
to solve; and it is all because we are strong and
proud, and have taken the bit in our teeth with
a brave spirit and an ambition to rule ourselves,
and be all or nothing.

The Scotland of America, Canada should well
be called, both from its northern position on this
continent, its rugged, austere lands, its severe,
invigorating climate, and the fact that the greater
portion of its people, with the exception of the
French, are of the blood which has made famous
in history that remarkable home of great souls,
North Britain.

There is no doubt that Canada is the Scotland
of America, and that, as in Scotland, the very
semi-poverty of her people, or rather lack of great
wealth, coupled with her bracing and vigorous
climate, has had much to do with the production
of a hardier, more determined race than the country
to the south on the whole produces. The north
has ever been the home of liberty, industry, and
valour. History teaches that conquerors have not
usually come from the south. With all his faults—and

he has his own—the young Canadian is unusually
self-sustaining. He is over-eager to leave
home and struggle for himself. The fate of his
future for the most part depends purely upon his
personal ambition and mental energy. Where this
is combined with a highly ethical conception of
life, a personality of uncommon force of character
is likely to be produced. And there is not wanting
evidence that such a type may develop here
in Canada.
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It is this possibility as to character, this promise
of a strong, individual, intellectual, ethically-governed
manhood, that gives most hope for the
Canada of the future. Not all the millions of
acres of wheat-lands of her prairies, not all her
cities of smoking factories and busy commerce in
the east and west, will succeed in making her
dominant in the world-arena, as will the strong
personality, the unflinching character, of her coming
men.

The northern peoples have always been the
truest, the wisest, and the deepest thinkers; and
their imagination has always been the most beautiful
and the sanest, because the nearest to nature.
They have ever been the strongest in personality
and the self-rulers of the world. Northern Europe,

Northern Britain, Northern Ireland, are all historical
evidence of this fact. Even in the United
States this is so far true; and Canada cannot escape
this great law of life and nature.

But it is not all a mere matter of zone or
climate; it is rather owing to the stock of people,
who by a natural instinct seek, or brave, through
preference, those more rugged temperate climes.
It is this heredity, this temperament, which is
needful to make a people really great. Never in
a soft, enervating clime has man sought for God
and interpreted His personality and relationship
to life so clearly, so humanly, and so sublimely,
and in so personal a manner, as he has done in the
opens of Northern Europe and America.

Never has man been so wide awake as an
individual to the whole responsibilities and possibilities
of his existence as he has been among those
more rugged, self-ruling, self-searching, dominant,
nature-subduing races of the northern zone. It is
this, after all, which makes a people really great—this
slow, sure, true development of a race individuality.
May the people of Canada retain this
strong individual interest in the race-ideals of the
past, and emulate the greatness of their ancestors.

But the Scot is not the only man who has made

Canada what it is to-day. The earliest discoverer
here was the Norman, that strong world-conqueror
of the past; and he, the cousin in blood of the
Scot, is his partner and rival in the future
destinies of this newer Britain, as he has been in
that older Britain of William the Conqueror.
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