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			1. THE AUTHORITY OF FAITH

			 

			Faith is God’s established way for man to obey Him and receive the blessings He has offered freely through the Gospel. In this way, whether offering to God or receiving from Him, it must be done by faith.

			 

			Hebrews 11:6 — “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”

			 

			This subject aims to highlight the operative principles of faith, which is the way of life desired by God for all His children, for as it is written: “The just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17).

			The need to know faith in every respect is evident. God has expectations for us to enjoy what the work of the cross of Christ has achieved for us. We therefore need to do our part, seeking to understand and do the principles that will cause the precious gift of faith to operate in our lives.

			 

			2. FAITH AND THE NAME OF JESUS

			 

			You don’t need to have a special faith to use the Name of Jesus, for it is legally ours.

			 

			Our right to use the Name of Jesus is based on:

			 

			
					We were born into God’s family and the Name of Jesus belongs to it.

					The Name of Jesus was given to us by Jesus Himself, the one who gave us the power of attorney.

					We have been commissioned as ambassadors to proclaim this Name among the nations.

			

			 

			If you are a child of God, you are therefore His heir—a joint heir with Christ—; you are entitled to use the Name of Jesus, and if you have that right it is because of your place in the family.

			The Name is the word that designates the person. The name has the same right, the same authority and the same power as the person represented by it.

			It’s the person himself/herself. We can’t separate the person from their name, and vice versa. The only one who has the right to use a particular name is that person or someone else authorized by that person.

			The value of a name is in the value assigned to the person whom it represents.

			 

			The Name of Jesus

			 

			Jesus: means Yahweh saves; comes from the name Joshua (Jeoshua, Yeshua). Joshua was a type of Jesus in the Old Testament.

			 

			Joshua 1:2-6 — “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them”.

			 

			There is no other man who has received a name with power for salvation (peace, prosperity, well-being, healing, preservation, security, deliverance, eternal life) as Jesus received.

			Read also Acts 4:1-20.

			All the power and authority that Jesus had when He was on earth is invested in His Name today.

			 

			How Jesus Received the Name

			
					
He inherited the Name 

Hebrews 1:4-6 — “So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.”

 

Inheritance: To receive what is right, to receive characteristics or qualities from parents.

 

When did Jesus inherit the Name?

 

Jesus did not inherit anything in heaven, because He already owned everything there. Nor did He inherit when He came to earth; on the contrary, here He emptied Himself of all honour and glory when He came down from heaven. Jesus inherited His Name on the day He was raised.

 

Philippians 2:7 — “rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”

 

Acts 13:32-33 — “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: “‘You are my son; today I have become your father.’”

 

When Was Jesus Begotten?

 

He was not begotten when He was born because He pre-existed with the Father. Jesus only assumed a body: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God… The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:1,14).

 

Hebrews 10:5 — “Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me;”

 

Jesus was the Only Begotten Son of God when He came to earth. Jesus was begotten on the day He rose: “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: “‘You are my son; today I have become your father.’” (Acts 13:32-33).

 

John 3:16 — “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

 

Romans 1:3-4 — “… regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”

 

After the resurrection He is called Firstborn, and no longer Only Begotten, for He ceased being the Only Son and became the First of many spiritually reborn.

 

Colossians 1:18 — “And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.”

 


	Firstborn (in Greek): Prototokos < Protos: First | Tokos: Born = First to be born. Based on this Greek word we have our word “prototype”.





			

			 

			Why did He Need to Be Begotten?

			 

			Because He became like us on the cross: separated from God by sin and spiritually dead: “But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.” (Hebrews 2:9)

			In this way, Jesus became what we were, so that we could become what He is. For that to happen, He went down to hell in our place.

			 

			2 Corinthians 5:21 — “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

			 

			Acts 2:25-31 — “David said about him: ‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will not let your holy one see decay. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’ “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay.”

			 

			It was to deliver us that He died spiritually and was resurrected by God.

			 

			Hebrews 2:14-18 — Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

			 

			
					He Received The Name by Bestowal

			

			 

			Philippians 2:9-11 — “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

			 

			Bestowal: from the Greek charizomai, which means to give graciously, give freely, bestow (Strong Reference).

			 

			
					The Name of Jesus was bestowed by the Father.

					God gave Him the Name that is above all names.

			

			 

			Philippians 2:9-10 — “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth.”

			 

			Luke 1:31 — “You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.”

			 

			Paul’s prayer for the Church

			 

			Ephesians 1:16-23 — “I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.”

			 

			God gave Jesus a Name above every name, and appointed Him as the head of the Church, for its benefit. All that Jesus did, all authority, all power, are found in His Name. And when we use that Name, it does the same as it did back then.

			Paul’s prayer inspired by the Spirit must be made in our daily life so that we may have:

			 

			
					Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Jesus.

					The eyes of our hearts enlightened so we can understand: 


	The hope of our calling (v. 18a)

	The riches of His glorious inheritance in the Saints (v. 18b)

	The supreme greatness of His power that operates in us (v. 19a)





			

			 

			
					He Won the Name

			

			 

			Ephesians 1:20-21 — “He exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.”

			 

			How did Jesus Receive His Name?

			 

			Through a life of obedience. When Jesus won the victory over the principalities, powers and satanic rulers, He won the Name: “… having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” (Colossians 2:15)

			 

			Philippians 2:6-8 — “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!”

			 

			No influence of the devil was found in Him: “I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me” (John 14:30).

			He was anointed and overcame because of the Spirit that was upon Him: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19)

			 

			3. EXERCISING FAITH AGAINST DEMONS AND EVIL POWERS

			 

			
					God does not change in respect to His Word.

			

			 

			Jeremiah 1:12 — “The Lord said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled.”

			 

			Once He gave dominion to man, God respected the principle established by Himself, that is, because man lost what had been given to him, man himself should take it back.

			 

			
					Adam lost authority by sinning, Jesus regained it by being righteous. “However, this is not the free gift as the offence; for if, by the offense of one, many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of one man, Jesus Christ, were abundant upon many” (Romans 5:15).

					Jesus came to redeem us.

			

			 

			Matthew 20:28 — “… just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

			 

			Luke 19:10 — “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

			 

			
					God’s determined price for man’s redemption: the life of a righteous man.

			

			 

			Exodus 12:5 — “The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats.”

			 

			John 1:29 — “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

			 

			The word “take away” in John 1:29 is the Greek word airo, which can be translated as: to take upon one’s self and carry what has been raised up (Strong Reference).

			 

			1 Peter 1:18-19 — “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”

			 

			
					Through the work of the cross, Jesus defeated the devil and his demons, restoring the authority once lost. “…having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” (Colossians 2:14-15)

			

			 

			Principalities and powers are the demonic rulers we have to deal with, but thank God we already have victory in Christ Jesus.

			Other translations state “reduced them to nothing” or “paralysed them”. In ancient times, kings who were victorious in a battle, brought back with them the captives and paraded them publicly. Jesus did this to the devil after defeating him when He stripped him, exposing him before the three worlds—heaven, hell, and earth.

			It is important to point out that Jesus had declared that Satan was already judged. And yet, after the death and resurrection of Jesus, he (Satan) is still the prince of this world. Therefore, Jesus stripped Satan of his rule over men and on His return to earth Jesus will take over the rule of this world.

			 

			John 16:11 — “and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.”

			 

			In this way, whosoever believes in Jesus becomes free from Satan’s rule.

			 

			
					Jesus received all authority in heaven, on earth and under the earth when He rose again.

			

			 

			Matthew 28:18 — “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.””

			 

			Philippians 2:9-10 — “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth.”

			 

			
					He is at God’s right hand over every principality and power.

			

			 

			Ephesians 1:20-21 — “… he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.”

			 

			The Hells referred to in the Bible

			 

			One observation necessary for the understanding of Christ’s works is to realise that there are at least two places called hell in the Bible.

			 

			
					
Hades – This word comes from Greek culture and represents the place of the dead. In it reside those who died without Christ and await judgment. In other words, they are in spirit waiting for the day when they will be cast into the lake of fire. This is the place that the Bible reveals that Christ has the keys to, indicating that Jesus is the One who has overcome the dominion of death.

					
Geena – This is the place of eternal condemnation which was prepared for the devil and his angels. This is where men will face the second death. It is also called the Lake of Fire in Revelation 20:14.

			

			 

			Matthew 25:41 — “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’”

			 

			Revelation 20:14 — “Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.”

			 

			Matthew 23:33 — “You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell?”

			 

			4. AUTHORITY WON BY CHRIST AND COMMISSIONED TO THE CHURCH

			 

			What is the Church?

			 

			Church: (Ekklesia, from the Greek) means a gathering of citizens called out of their homes to somewhere public; assembly of Christians gathered to worship in a religious meeting.

			 

			The Church consists of all those who have been born again. Although, in the Old Covenant, God’s people were the Jewish people (the Israel of God), after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s people became all who believe in Jesus Christ and in His redemptive work. In Christ there is no distinction between Jews and Gentiles, for by faith in Christ, God has made from both one people: the Church, which is the Body of Christ.

			Faith in Jesus enables anyone, of whatever origin, to be a legitimate participant in the Body of Christ which is the Church.

			 

			Ephesians 2:11-16 — “Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)— remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.”

			 

			The Name of Jesus was given to the Church

			 

			Ephesians 1:20-23 — “… he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.”

			 

			The authority of a power of attorney

			 

			Power of Attorney: It is the act by which one person gives power to another to act in their name. Examples: Genesis 24:1-18 – Abraham’s servant went to seek a wife for Isaac in the name of Abraham. Acts 9:1-2 – Paul receives a letter of authorization from the High Priest (authority) to arrest believers.

			 

			Acts 9:1-2 — “Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.”

			 

			Read also Genesis 24:1-18.

			 

			
					Jesus received all authority when He was resurrected (refer to Matthew 28:18 and Revelation 1:18).

					Jesus gave us power of attorney to use His Name, that is, the legal right to use it. It is true that those who receive the delegated authority are fully identified with those who gave them the authority. It is also certain that the ability to do anything in the other person’s name depends on the value of the person whose name is being used. Therefore, we need to understand how much power and authority the Name of Jesus represents and then use it in our lives.

			

			 

			The measure of His ability [the measure of the ability of the Lord Jesus Christ] is the measure of the value of that Name, and all that is invested in that Name belongs to us, for Jesus gave us the unqualified use of His Name.

			E. W. Kenyon

			 

			
					Jesus transferred the conquered authority to His disciples. Shortly before rising to sit at the Father’s right hand, Jesus said “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matthew 28:18).

			

			 

			Matthew 28:18-19 — “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

			 

			And He immediately gave the Church His authority on earth: “Therefore go…” (Matthew 28:19) thus promising that “… these signs will accompany those who believe: IN MY NAME…” (Mark 16:17 – emphasis added).

			Christ is The One who has all authority. The Church, which is in Christ and is His representative, is the vehicle of Christ’s authority in the earth. Everyone who is in Christ enjoys this authority.

			 

			
					The authority of His Name works for those who believe: “And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.” (Mark 16:17-18)

					He gave us authority over Satan and his demons.

			

			 

			Mark 16:17-18 — “And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”

			 

			The use of the Name of Jesus was granted to the church after the resurrection. The expression “in that day” referred to the exact moment when Jesus would see the disciples again, and verse 22 makes this clear. Jesus said: “Until now you have not asked for anything in my name” because the Name of Jesus would only be exalted over every other name after the consummation of the work of the cross.

			 

			John 16:23-24 — “In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.”

			 

			
					It is God’s purpose that we use this Name – Jesus sent the twelve in His Name – Jesus sent the seventy in His Name.

			

			 

			Luke 9:1-2 — “When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.”

			 

			Luke 10:1,9,17 — “After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go… Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’… The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.””

			 

			On these occasions, Jesus authorized the use of His Name to preach the Gospel, heal the sick, cast out demons and resurrect the dead. He gave the Church this same task.

			 

			
					We are authorized to do greater works in His Name:

			

			 

			John 14:12-13 — “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”

			 

			
					Awareness of possessing His Name: the example of Peter and John:

			

			 

			Acts 3:3-6 — “When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.””

			 

			Peter was aware of possessing the Name, thus he used it boldly and with authority, and performed a miracle.

			 

			
					Unbelievers cannot use the Name of Jesus:

			

			 

			Acts 19:13-16 — “Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out.” Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know about, but who are you?” Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding.”

			 

			
					Believing in the Name of Jesus is an ordinance.

			

			 

			1 John 3:23 — “And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.”

			 

			
					We must proclaim the Name of Jesus despite the will of men:

			

			 

			Acts 4:17-20 — “But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.” Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.””

			 

			The Church’s ignorance in regards to the Power of His Name

			 

			Some believers do not know their inheritance, and due to the lack of this knowledge our greatest enemy is not the devil, for he has already been defeated, but the lack of knowledge.

			There is no worse enemy of freedom than slaves who feel satisfied as they are. Thus, the devil will try to keep us in ignorance, making it imperative that we get to know what Jesus has achieved for us.

			 

			The Manifestation of the Power of His Name Through the Church

			 

			
					We must walk as Jesus walked.

			

			 

			1 John 2:6 — “Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did.”

			 

			2 Corinthians 5:19 — “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”

			 

			
					Spiritual gifts are manifested to the world through the Church:

			

			 

			1 Corinthians 12:3,8-10 — “Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit… To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.”

			 

			
					The Church was raised to do the works of Jesus.

			

			 

			John 14:12 — “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.”

			 

			
					The Church’s mission is to make disciples.

			

			 

			Matthew 28:19 — “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,”

			 

			
					The Church expresses God’s multiform wisdom.

			

			 

			Ephesians 3:10 — “His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms.”

			 

			
					The keys of the Kingdom belong to the King’s children.

			

			 

			Matthew 16:19 — “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

			 

			5. SPIRITUAL WARFARE

			 

			The victory of Jesus Christ over the devil and his demons and the fact that God has resurrected us with Christ, making us sit in heavenly places above all the powers and dominion, and above every name that is named, has granted us the unquestionable victory over every and any of the enemy’s power in our lives.

			We don’t need to fight anymore against the devil, because the victory is ours already. There are some teachings that insist on this fight against darkness and the demons. These teachings assert that we must go to the ‘enemy’s territory’ and ‘take back what he has taken from us’, but as we saw in the bible passage above, Jesus has already done that. Satan and his angels are disarmed enemies. 

			Christ is the authority over everything, because everything was placed under His feet. And we, besides being seated with Him, are His body, or His manifestation upon the earth.

			It is true that Paul’s letter to the Ephesians talks spiritual fight against evil spirits.

			 

			Ephesians 6:11-14 — ‘Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armour of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness....’

			 

			Some important points to observe about this passage:

			 

			
					We put on the armour in order that we are able to stand, or resist, not to conquer.

					When he talks about fighting (v.12) he emphasizes the type of adversary, not the fight itself.

					Three times he uses words that indicate that we must stand (resist, remain, stay, stand therefore), not that we fight.

					‘And having done all’ - indicates that we have won in Christ.

					Our fight is not against people. All evil comes from Satan and his angels and people are only influenced by them.

			

			 

			Ephesians 6:12 — “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”

			 

			Therefore, we must resist Satan’s influence over people’s lives, not the actual people. We must deal with the spirit, not the person:

			 

			Acts 16. 16-18 — As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.

			 

			We can observe in this passage that Paul was not angry with the girl, but with the spirit that was influencing her life.

			 

			6. FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT

			 

			Our real fight

			 

			1 Timothy 6:12 — “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses”.

			 

			We still have one fight: the one of faith. Despite the fact that we are winners, we need to fight to continue in our faith, which is our victory. The enemy will do everything to stop us knowing the authority that was given to us and that, once we know it, he will oppose us and try to steal it, making us doubt it. Our role in our fight against him is not ‘try and beat him’, but to remain standing in the victory that was already won for us.

			 

			The weapons of our warfare

			 

			Ephesians 6:13-18 — ‘Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled round your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.’

			 

			Our Amour:

			 

			
					The belt of truth: it represents a clear comprehension of the Word of God;

					The breastplate of righteousness: it has a double application: Jesus is our justice, and we are clothed in it. It also shows our obedience to the Word of God. 

					Feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace: being faithful to proclaim the Gospel of peace throughout our life wherever we go.

					The shield of faith: it represents our complete safety against the enemy’s attacks.

					The Helmet of Salvation: it protects our minds so that we can stay focused and advance towards our full redemption.

					The Sword of the Spirit: it is an offensive weapon that we must use always in our warfare of faith. The Word of God is our spiritual sword!

			

			 

			Ephesians 6.18 — “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”

			 

			7. POWERS AND AUTHORITIES

			 

			Through the work of the cross, Jesus has defeated the devil and his angels, and has taken back the lost authority.

			 

			Colossians 2: 14-15 — ‘...having cancelled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

			 

			The powers and authorities are the demonic powers that we need to deal with, but thanks to God we already have the victory in Christ Jesus.

			Other translations say: ‘He has reduced them to nothing’ or ‘has paralyzed them’. In ancient times, victorious kings of a war would bring back with them the captives and would parade them, exposing them publicly. Jesus did this with the devil, when he stripped him after defeating him, and exposed him before the three worlds - heaven, hell and earth. It is important to notice that Jesus declared that Satan had already been judged.

			 

			John 16:11 — “and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.”

			 

			And yet after the death and resurrection of Jesus, he (Satan) is still the prince of this world. Therefore, Jesus has stripped Satan of the rule over men and upon His return to the earth He will take back the rule of this world. Thus, all of those who believe in Jesus are now free from Satan’s rule.

			 

			
					Jesus received all authority in heaven, earth and under the earth when He was resurrected.

			

			 

			Matthew 28:18 — “Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

			 

			Philippians 2:9-10 — “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth.”

			 

			
					He is seated on the right hand of God above all power and authority.

			

			 

			Ephesians 1:20-21 — ‘...he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come’.

			 

			
					The authority over death and hell now belong to Him.

			

			 

			Revelation 1:18 — “I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”

			 

			As we have mentioned, Satan kept people enslaved through the fear of death, because death was his biggest trump card. Up until the time of Jesus, no man had ever been fully released from it.

			 

			Hebrews 2:14-15 — “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death – that is, the devil – and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.”

			 

			When Jesus was resurrected, He conquered death. Other people are mentioned in the bible as being resurrected, but those people didn’t fully conquer death. Jesus is the only one who has the keys to death and hell, because He was the first (first born from among the dead) to die and come back to life and by doing so took back authority from the lord of death, the devil.

			 

			8. WHO THE ENEMIES ARE

			 

			1 Timothy 6:12 — “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.”

			 

			1 Timothy 1: 18-19 — ‘Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the battle well, holding on to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and so have suffered shipwreck with regard to the faith’.

			 

			The Bible mentions one combat only: the one of faith. Therefore, we don’t need to fight the devil, because Jesus has already done this for us.

			Look: ‘When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross’. (Colossians 2:13-15).

			 

			Ephesians 1:20-23 — ‘...he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way’.

			 

			However, if there is a fight, certainly there must be enemies. They are:

			 

			
					Lack of comprehension about what it means to be a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:10; Colossians 1:13; Galatians 3:26; 1 John 5:13 and Ephesians 4:24).

			

			 

			2 Peter 1:4 — ‘Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.’

			 

			To be a new creation is to be born of God, it is to become part of God’s family, His children, it is to have His nature. 

			(In order to have more information about this subject, please see the textbook of the discipline ‘Realities of New Creation’).

			 

			
					Lack of understanding who we are in Christ.

			

			 

			1 Corinthians 1:30 — “It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God – that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.”

			 

			Ephesians 1:7 — “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.”

			 

			There are around 140 expressions in the New Testament - especially in the epistles - they tell us about our reality in Christ.

			Expressions such as ‘in whom’ and ‘in Christ’ are used to describe our new reality. Find these passages and highlight them in your Bible.

			See some examples:

			 

			Ephesians 1:3, 20-22 — “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ… he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.”

			 

			Colossians 1:13-14 — “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

			 

			Acts 17:28 — “For in him we live and move and have our being.” As some of your own poets have said, “We are his offspring.”’

			 

			1 Peter 2:24 — ‘He himself bore our sins’ in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; ‘by his wounds you have been healed’.

			 

			Read also Romans 8:1-37.

			 

			
					Lack of understanding the fact that we are ‘God’s righteousness.

			

			 

			2 Corinthians 5:21 — “God made him who had no sin to be sin[b] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

			 

			Romans 3:21-26 — “But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood – to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished – he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus”.

			 

			(For more information regarding this subject, please read the textbook of the discipline ‘Justice of God’.)

			 

			
					Lack of understanding the correct usage of the Name of Jesus.

			

			 

			John 14:13-14 — “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.”

			 

			Mark 16:17-18 — “And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on people who are ill, and they will get well.”

			 

			John 16:23-24 — “In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete”.

			 

			Acts 3: 6-7, 16 — ‘Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.’ Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong… By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see’.

			 

			(For more information about this subject, read the textbook of the discipline ‘Authority of the Believer’).

			 

			
					Lack of acting in accordance with the Word of God.

			

			 

			James 1:22 — “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”

			 

			
					Lack of continuing to profess faith.

			

			 

			Hebrews 4:14 — “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.”

			 

			We must always remain steadfast confessing the truth of God’s Word and our faith in it. This will keep the devil from stealing our faith.

			 

			Joshua 1:8 — “Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.”

			 

			Doubt: The Greatest enemy of Faith

			 

			From the Greek, there are some words translated as ‘doubt’. Here are some of those:

			 

			Aporeo: it means to be without a way. It can also mean ‘perplexity’ - Vine’s Dictionary.

			 

			John 13:22 — “His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant.”

			 

			Diakrino: suggests lack of faith — Vine’s Dictionary.

			 

			James 1.6 — “But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.”

			 

			Distazo: it means to stand in two ways — Vine’s Dictionary.

			 

			Matthew 14:31 — “Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. ‘You of little faith,’ he said, ‘why did you doubt?”

			 

			Meteorizo: it means to waver between two paths — Vine’s Dictionary.

			 

			Luke 12:29 — “And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it.”

			 

			
					Doubt and fear walk together and steal our faith.

			

			 

			Matthew 14:28-31 — ‘Lord, if it’s you,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to come to you on the water.’ ‘Come,’ he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came towards Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. ‘You of little faith,’ he said, ‘why did you doubt?’

			 

			Thus, we can see that Peter saw the wind and it brought him doubt. Fear and doubt are twin sisters and they steal our faith.

			 

			
					Doubt brings unbelief

			

			 

			Matthew 17: 14-20 — ‘When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. ‘Lord, have mercy on my son,’ he said. ‘He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him.’ ‘You unbelieving and perverse generation,’ Jesus replied, ‘how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.’ Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed at that moment. Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, ‘Why couldn’t we drive it out?’ He replied, ‘Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move from here to there,” and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.’

			 

			Lack of Forgiveness: It Prevents the Faith from Working

			 

			There are two Greek words translated as forgiveness. They are:

			 

			Aphiemi: it means ‘redeemed from the punishment that was due’ or ‘complete removal of the offense’. 

			Aphesis: means ‘destitution, exoneration and deliverance’.

			 

			
					Faith does not work if there’s no forgiveness

			

			 

			Mark 11:24-26 — ‘Therefore I say unto you, what things so ever ye desire when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. And when ye stand praying, forgive if ye have aught against any, that your Father also who is in Heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in Heaven forgive your trespasses’

			 

			In this bible passage, Jesus was teaching specifically how faith works. A person may even have a strong faith, but if they are not ready to forgive people, it will not work. Therefore, the most important thing is not the size of your faith, but if the faith you have is in operation or not.

			 

			
					Faith only works through love

			

			 

			Galatians 5:6 — “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”

			 

			
					Faith loses its value if there isn’t love

			

			 

			1 Corinthians 13:2 — “If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.”

			 

			
					God is love

			

			 

			1 John 4:8 — “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”

			 

			
					The love of God is forgiving and it admonishes us to copy him. Whoever does not forgive doesn’t love

			

			 

			Colossians 3:13 — “Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

			 

			
					The lack of forgiveness results in bitterness and it may even taint other people

			

			 

			Hebrews 12:15 — “See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.”

			 

			
					To love one another is a commandment. If we don’t believe to obey and forgive, we don’t believe to receive

			

			 

			John 13:34 — “A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”

			 

			
					The extension of God’s love and forgiveness:
	He blots out our transgressions (Isaiah 43:25): ‘I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake…’. 

	He forgets our sins (Isaiah 43:25): ‘...and remembers your sins no more.’ 

	By the blood of Jesus we are Purified from all sin (1 John 1:7): But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.’





			

			 

			
					It is our conscience, and not God, that points out when we make mistakes.

			

			 

			1 John 3:19-22 — ‘This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: if our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him’.

			 

			
					Jesus lived a life practicing forgiveness.

			

			 

			Luke 23:33-34 — ‘When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals – one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they divided up his clothes by casting lots’.

			 

			9. DEMON OR THE MIND

			 

			Some things people attribute to the devil, are actually nothing more than acts of the flesh.

			 

			Galatians 5:16-21 — ‘So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like…’

			 

			Read also Ephesians 4:24-32 and Colossians 3:5-14.

			We need to understand, therefore, that these actions are not carried out by the devil’s control in our lives, they are a consequence of allowing the flesh to rule over our new creation spirit.

			 

			10. VICTORIOUS BY FAITH

			 

			Hebrews 11:1, J.B Bible, Phillips — ‘Now faith means putting our full confidence in the things we hope for, it means being certain of things we cannot see’

			 

			If faith is an ‘anticipated possession’, we need to discover what we already have. We have already found out that the source of this knowledge is the Word of God. We have also seen who the teacher is, the Holy Spirit of God. But what does the Bible actually assure us that we have?

			
					Everything

			

			 

			1 Corinthians 3:21-23 — “So then, no more boasting about human leaders! All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas[c] or the world or life or death or the present or the future – all are yours, and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.”

			 

			2 Peter 1:3 — “His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.”

			 

			
					We are God’s heirs and his co-heirs in Christ.

			

			‘Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory...What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?’ (Romans 8:17, 31-32).

			
					Whatever we ask

			

			 

			Matthews 7:11 — “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” 

			 

			John 16: 23-24 — ‘In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.’

			 

			WHAT CAN FAITH DO?

			 

			
					Make everything possible

			

			 

			Matthews 17:20 — “He replied, ‘Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move from here to there,” and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”

			Mark 9:23 — “And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.”

			 

			It’s easy for all Christians to believe that nothing is impossible to God, but Jesus has granted us that everything is possible for all those who believe, not only God. Therefore, faith allows us to live what is impossible.

			 

			Mark 11:23 — “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, “Go, throw yourself into the sea,” and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them.”

			 

			FAITH HALL OF FAME

			 

			The eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews has been called the great faith hall of fame, because it shows us an infinitude of things that we are able to do by faith. Let us see:

			 

			
					v. 2 – We can be well spoken of from heaven. 

					v. 3 – To understand spiritual principles.

					v. 4 – To offer more acceptable sacrifices to God.

					v. 5 – To be taken up and not see death.

					v. 6 – To please God and draw near to Him, and to be rewarded because of that.

					v. 7 – To be led by God.

					v. 8 – To receive direction concerning the future.

					v. 11 – To overcome sterility and bear children.

					v. 20 – To bless your heirs.

					v. 22 – To prophesy and define your end.

					v. 27 – To see the invisible.

					v. 29 – To cross the sea.

					v. 30 – To break walls down.

					v. 33 – To conquer kingdoms, to enforce justice, to obtain promises, to stop the mouths of lions.

					v. 34 – To quench the power of fire, to escape the edge of the sword, to gain stength out of weakness, to become mighty in war, to put foreign armies to flight.

			

			 

			BOOKS

			
					The Believer’s Authority, Kenneth E. Hagin.

					The Triumphant Church, Kenneth E. Hagin.

					The Name of Jesus, Kenneth E. Hagin.
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			In the Word of God we see an association with grace in all that originates from God. God Himself is called “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) — His throne, His Spirit, His Word, even Jesus came full of grace. The Bible says that grace is abundant and multi faceted ; it says that we have been called by grace, saved, justified, redeemed and sanctified by grace. The dispensation we are in is that of grace, the work of the cross is called the work of grace. The baptism of the Spirit is a free gift. We must have grace in our conversation, our life must reflect grace.

			When we study the subject of God’s righteousness, we have a revelation of the standing in which men can be before God today, i.e. without guilt or condemnation.

			Righteousness reveals our identity in Christ, whilst the teaching of grace will reveal to us how to walk in it. Not only as a counterpoint to the Law that softens the challenges of life, but as an empowerment of the New Covenant that qualifies us to live according to the values of God’s heart.

			Some think grace is a great excuse to live a sinful life, but we will see that grace is actually a divine empowerment for a life of holiness, which is the correct biblical perspective. Grace is God’s undeserved favour, but it is also the ability to please and serve God in reverence and holy fear.

			 

			Hebrews 12:28 — “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.”

			 

			DEFINITIONS OF GRACE

			 

			Chanan (STRONG): properly, to bend or stoop in kindness to an inferior; to favour, bestow; causatively to implore (i.e. move to favour by petition):—beseech, fair, (be, find, show) favour(-able), be (deal, give, grant (gracious(-ly), (be) merciful, have (show) mercy (on, upon), have pity upon, pray, make supplication.

			Chen (STRONG): gracious, favour, grace, pleasant, precious, well-favoured.

			Charis (STRONG): graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or act (abstract or concrete; literal, figurative or spiritual; especially the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude):—acceptable, benefit, favour, gift, grace (-ious), joy, liberality, pleasure, thank(-s, -worthy).

			 

			Grace is the foundation of our salvation and of our life in Christ. It is the power available to meet our needs at no cost to us. The work of grace understands everything Jesus did for man, from His substitution on the Cross to His ascension to the throne, to the right hand of God. All blessings are the result of His undeserved favour. Grace is the root of all blessing. It is God’s grace that forgives our sins, saves us from death, gives us an inheritance in heaven, makes us one with Christ, transmits to us His divine nature, gives us His Spirit and blesses us with all spiritual blessings. It is not only divine forgiveness, but also the transmission of His power.

			 

			Grace: A Revelation of the Spirit

			 

			Grace is a revelation of the Holy Spirit in the Christian life. It teaches us to walk, live, overcome and reign like Christ.

			 

			1 Corinthians 2:12 — “What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us.”

			 

			It is the Holy Spirit who reveals to us the meaning of grace.

			 

			1 Peter 1:13 — “Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming.”

			 

			The work of the Spirit to reveal Christ to man is called grace. Revelation is not only when we receive an understanding that no one else has; it is when a truth is received on the inside which compels us to walk out in our lives.

			Grace is the fruit of a revelation of the Holy Spirit about the Word of God in our spirits. When He speaks something to our hearts, that truth becomes real in our lives and we begin to enjoy the power of the Word. This is grace working in our lives—it is the revelation of the life of the Son in us.

			 

			1 Corinthians 2:12-14, emphasis added — “What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.”

			 

			Therefore, when I decide to walk in love, forgiveness and mercy, I look at Jesus. It is His life revealed in me that empowers me to walk as He walked.

			 

			2 Corinthians 8:9 — “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”

			 

			Revelation of Substitution

			 

			Grace lies in what Jesus did for us freely, in His death, His resurrection and His ascension. When I understand the facts of redemption, I can enjoy its benefits.

			 

			2 Corinthians 5:21 — “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

			 

			Romans 6:14 — “For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.”

			 

			Salvation: When I understand that Jesus was my substitute on the cross, I can receive Him as my Saviour.

			 

			Romans 5:10 — “For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!”

			 

			Healing: When I understand that Jesus is Jehovah Raphah who redeemed us from our sicknesses and diseases, I receive the grace to walk in divine health.

			 

			1 Peter 2:24 — “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.”

			 

			Provision: When it is revealed to our hearts that Jesus came down from heaven to redeem man from poverty and neediness, we receive grace for financial sufficiency.

			Romans 8:32, emphasis added — “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”

			 

			Understanding and having faith in the work that Christ has accomplished is important, because lack of faith in this work nullifies the grace in our lives.

			 

			Galatians 2:21 — “I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”

			 

			2 Corinthians 6:1 — “As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.”

			 

			The Gospel works through faith. Without knowledge and faith, grace becomes empty in our lives. Through prayer in the Spirit, revelation comes to our mind so that we can cooperate with it. After revelation, it is obedience that creates the power of grace manifested in the Christian person’s life. Revelation generates boldness, whilst obeying such revelation generates power.

			 

			Hebrews 4:16, emphasis added — “Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”

			 

			Steps to enjoy the grace:

			 

			
					Knowledge

					Revelation

					Faith

					Obedience

			

			 

			Galatians 1:15-16 — “But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human being.”

			 

			LAW AND GRACE: ARE WE UNDER THE LAWOR UNDER THE GRACE?

			 

			Many Christians find it difficult to understand the relationship between Law and grace. Some think grace nullifies the Law. Others think that grace and the Law are completely opposed. We’ll see that, in fact, one empowers the other.

			 

			Romans 6:14 — “For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.”

			 

			This is one of the principal biblical texts when talking about the relationship between Law and grace. Paul writes that Christians are no longer under the Law, but under grace. Let’s study the various aspects.

			 

			LAW AND GRACE: DOES GRACE NULLIFY THE LAW?

			 

			The Bible definitely does not say that grace nullifies the Law. In fact, it shows that Christ came to fulfil the Law and not revoke it. But how then do you we understand the biblical passages that say we are not under the Law? First, it must be understood that God’s Law is the expression of His will. It reflects God’s character.

			God’s Law instructs mankind about what he/she should and should not do. Thus, the Law indicates how one can live a life according to the moral standards accepted by God. This Law is revealed and recorded in a special way in the Scriptures.

			God revealed His will to mankind progressively throughout the history of salvation. This indicates that the Law has different aspects, according to the circumstances in which it was given.

			 

			The Law divided into parts:

			 

			
					Moral law, which served as the foundation for judicial law and ceremonial law.

					Judicial law, which regulated the social and criminal rules of the Israelites.

					Ceremonial law, which basically talked about the religious rituals of the Old Testament era.

			

			 

			Do not think of these parts as independent laws, but as categories of the same Law. They had a symbolic meaning that pointed to Christ. Therefore, they were intended for specific historical situations and are no longer applicable. However, the moral law remains valid and applicable. If the moral law is an expression of God’s character, grace could never nullify it.

			 

			GRACE SAVES, THE LAW CONDEMNS

			 

			We have seen that the judicial and ceremonial aspects of the Law are no longer applicable. By the grace of God, today the Gospel is preached to all people without distinction. Salvation by grace is not restricted to a single nation.

			As all religious rituals and symbols pointed to Christ, they were fulfilled in the person of the Son of God. Today we no longer need to offer sacrifices for the forgiveness of sins, for Christ offered himself as a perfect sacrifice on the cross. Christ’s work is sufficient once and for all to justify us before God.

			Moreover, we no longer need intermediaries, such as priests, to have communion with God. Christ is our only mediator, and through His work all the redeemed were made kings and priests. By the work of the Holy Spirit, we have direct access to the throne today.

			 

			1 Peter 2:9 — “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

			 

			However, we also saw that God’s moral law has not changed—it remains valid. Jesus himself talked about the immutability of the moral law.

			 

			Matthew 5:17-19 — “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

			 

			The Law exhorts, rebukes, demands and condemns, but it cannot save. The Law sheds light on sin; it contrasts God’s perfect righteousness and holiness with human misery. It points to error, condemns sin and shows what should be done. However, it does not grant power to man to fulfil God’s ordinances.

			Therefore, no one can be saved by the works of the Law. Not even in the Old Testament period did the Law serve as an instrument of salvation. All the people who have been saved in the history of mankind have been saved by grace through faith.

			 

			Galatians 2:16 — “… know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.”

			 

			Romans 4:14-16 — “For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all.”

			 

			Ephesians 2:8 — “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”

			 

			WE ARE NOT UNDER THE LAW, BUT UNDER THE GRACE

			 

			The Bible says that Christians are not under the Law, but under grace. This phrase perfectly explains the relationship between Law and Grace. However, it does not mean that the Law has been annulled and Christians no longer have any moral obligations. The expression “under the law” simply means that Christians are not under the curse of the Law. Because of sin, the Law that was given to provide life has become an occasion for death.

			 

			Romans 6:14 — “For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.”

			 

			Romans 6:15-17 — “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance.”

			 

			Before redemption, man is a slave to sin; he is unable to comply with God’s Law. Therefore, after the Fall the Law only works death. But why aren’t Christians under the Law? Because they’re under grace!

			God sent His Son so that the righteousness of the Law would be fulfilled in us. Through Christ’s redemptive work, granted by the Holy Spirit to the Christian’s life, they are able to meet the requirements of the Law.

			Christ did what we couldn’t do. He took upon Himself the curse of the Law and placed us under grace. The result is that now there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ.

			 

			Romans 8:1-5 — “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.”

			 

			COMPLYING WITH THE LAW BY GRACE

			 

			Because of being unaware of the true relationship between Law and grace, some have developed the mistaken understanding that the freedom of salvation by grace negates the function of God’s moral law. For them, Christians have no commitment to the Law, resulting in a life of debauchery. Others emphasize the Law too much to the detriment of grace. The result of this is a complete distortion of salvation. In this case, obedience to moral law is seen as a means to obtain merit or favour before God. This is the implication of the well known teaching of salvation by works. This is called Legalism.

			Biblical doctrine indicates something completely different. Christians are free from the Law as a means of salvation, but are under the Law of Christ, which serves as their rule of life. The redeemed will never be lawless towards God.

			 

			1 Corinthians 9:21 — “To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law.”

			 

			Galatians 6:2 — “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.”

			 

			The Holy Spirit leads the redeemed into a life of obedience to the Law of God. But this is not a heavy or forced obedience. On the contrary, it is a pleasurable obedience that makes them increasingly Christ-like.

			For this reason, the psalmist declared how much he delighted in God’s Law.

			(Read also Psalms 119:1-20).

			The true Christian will never be able to look at Law and grace as opposite things. They know that the Law guides them to a life of obedience and gratitude for the grace that has reached them. In fact, it is from the mirror of the Law that they understand the greatness of salvation by grace. They know that the Law is God’s perfect will, but for them, the will of the God who redeemed them is grace.

			 

			SAVED BY GRACE

			 

			We are saved by grace; it is the greatest gift available to humankind. We do not enter into a relationship with God because we keep His laws. Because, in that case, salvation could be earned and deserved. The grace of salvation is an undeserved favour from God.

			 

			Ephesians 2:8 — “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”
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