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THE following notes on Mr. Farrer's life and
the results of his work were compiled at the suggestion of the
Trustees of the Farrer Memorial Fund, and have been approved by
that body.

It was thought that, now the beneficial results of Farrer's
work have been well established and recognised, the time is
opportune to record the inception and progress of a work that has
been of such enormous advantage, not only to New South Wales, but
to the other Australian States.

Before Farrer commenced his life-work, New South Wales wheat
was of a very inferior quality, and in some years, owing to
drought or rust, we were actually under the necessity of
importing grain for local gristing.

In those days (as the Hon. Sydney Smith recently reminded me)
it was common for Government departments inviting tenders for the
supply of flour to Government institutions to stipulate "best
Adelaide", thereby expressly excluding the New South Wales
product.

I recall, too, that in the course of an address to a gathering
of farmers at Wagga Experiment Farm late in the nineties, Dr.
Cobb mentioned that tenders for flour contracts had lately been
invited by the French Government at New Caledonia, with the
condition that the gluten-content should not be less than 9 per
cent., which was 1 per cent. more than the gluten-content of the
best wheat harvested in New South Wales at that time.

Among those present that day with Dr. Cobb was Mr. Farrer,
then just appointed Wheat Experimentalist to the Department.

To-day the gluten-content of our f.a.q. wheat runs as high as
12.9 per cent. gluten in a very dry year, and rarely falls below
10 per cent. The credit for such a change is undoubtedly due to
the late Mr. Farrer and to his successors in the plant-breeding
work of the Department.

Mr. Farrer's self-imposed task of improving the flour-strength
of our wheats and producing rust-resisting and drought-resisting
varieties has greatly influenced both quality and yield in this,
his adopted land, and has materially affected wheat production in
almost every other country.

The introduction into general cultivation of Farrer's first
creations in 1901-1903 opened the eyes, not only of Australian
farmers, but of the world's wheat-buyers, to the possibilities of
Australia as a great wheat-producing country. It was discovered
that we could produce wheats suitable to the various climates in
Australia wheats that could resist diseases like rust, bunt, and
smut; wheats that could resist dry conditions; wheats that were
suitable to the moist coastal districts and also to the semi-arid
country previously regarded as quite unsuitable for wheat
production. In addition, it was discovered that we were able to
produce in Australia wheats that could compete in the world's
markets with the best-Canadian, American, and Indian wheats, a
thing hitherto undreamt of.

That is the position in which Farrer's labours have left us
to-day.

The present compilation of notes on his work forms a small
tribute of appreciation from the Department upon which his memory
and his work reflect such distinction.

GEORGE VALDER,



Chairman of the Farrer Memorial Trust.
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and the Results of his Work.



WILLIAM JAMES
FARRER was born on 3rd April, 1845, and at the
time of his death, from heart disease, (16th April, 1906) had
just completed his 61st year.

His father was a country gentleman, living near Kendal, in
Westmoreland, where he himself was born, and his family had been
landowners in the district for several generations, belonging to
a class known in Westmoreland and Cumberland as "statesmen."

Farrer was educated at Christ's Hospital (the "Bluecoat
School"), and before leaving was one of the "Grecians", a name
given to the boys in the highest form, and had distinguished
himself by gaining a gold and a silver medal for mathematics.

After leaving the Bluecoat School he entered Pembroke College,
Cambridge, where he graduated in 1868, obtaining a place among
the Wranglers in the Mathematical Tripos of that year.

It was originally intended that he should have been called to
the bar, but his own tastes did not lie in that direction, and he
determined to study for medicine, remaining about a year longer
at Cambridge with this object.

This idea her was obliged shortly to abandon, on account of
ill-health, and it was owing to lung trouble that he sailed for
Australia about 1870. His intention had been to purchase a sheep
station in New South Wales, and in order to gain colonial
experience he first went as tutor to the family of the late
George Campbell, of Duntroon Station, near Queanbeyan. About this
time, however, loss of money in mining speculations caused him to
abandon the idea of station life, and to become a surveyor.

In July, 1875, he passed his examination for licensed
surveyor, being placed third out of twenty-two candidates.
Immediately after being licensed he was employed by the Lands
Department on contract surveys in the Dubbo district, until 1878,
when he paid a short visit to England.

On his return (July, 1879) he was again employed by the Lands
Department in the Dubbo district, and on the survey of the
travelling stock route from Nyngan to Cobar, until 1885, when he
carried out surveys in the Cooma district.

In July, 1886, he voluntarily resigned his connection with the
Lands Department, and settled down at his home at Lambrigg, near
Queanbeyan.

He had married (September, 1882) the daughter of the late
Leopold Fane de Salis, of Cuppacumbalong Station, and a prominent
member of the State Legislature.

It was now that he occupied his leisure in the pursuit of the
hobby which engrossed the remainder of his life. In September,
1898, his services were engaged by Mr. Sydney Smith, then
Minister for Mines and Agriculture, as Wheat Experimentalist, and
he continued an active officer of the Department until the day of
his death.

The reasons which induced Farrer to accept this position were
the opportunities of extending his experiments under different
conditions as to soil and climate which were afforded him by the
various Experiment Farms, and the facilities for growing on a
larger scale established varieties for distribution.

Of his personal character, it is difficult for anyone who knew
him at all intimately to speak without danger of being accused of
partisanship. Of a highly sensitive disposition, he was by nature
extremely reserved and reticent towards comparative strangers.
His health, which was always somewhat delicate, accentuated this
characteristic, and the fact that he had to be particularly
careful in the matter of food and surroundings caused him to be
always somewhat chary about accepting hospitality. Those who knew
him intimately will always preserve the memory of one of the most
high-minded, generous, and unassuming of men.

Widely-read and of broad culture and sympathies, his
conversation was always suggestive and invigorating, and it can
be quite truly said of him that no one could enjoy an intimate
conversation with him without feeling a better man.

His nature was generous and sympathetic in the extreme, and
none, I am sure, ever applied to him for a favour which it was in
his power to bestow without its being granted, or ever related a
story of suffering without enlisting his active sympathy.

He was a fluent and ready writer, and a master of English
prose, so that his letters and published writings were always
delightful reading; and even his official minutes possessed some
literary flavour. Simple and frugal in his personal habits, he
was equally direct and straightforward in his habit of thought,
and was incapable of anything like self-seeking.

It was his earnest desire to benefit humanity that induced him
to devote the leisure period of his life to the task of the
improvement of wheat, and to put himself once more into official
harness at a comparatively advanced age, in the hope of an
extended field of activity and usefulness. It was this knowledge
of the usefulness of the work he was doing that kept his
enthusiasm undiminished to the end. He loved his work. He left it
reluctantly at night, and looked forward eagerly to the morning
that he might resume it.

Possessed by this untiring enthusiasm, he threw himself into
his work with an energy that was quite remarkable. In the pursuit
of the matter which he had in hand no labour was too exacting, no
detail too insignificant. The work carried out by him on his
private experiment station at Lambrigg was in itself sufficiently
arduous. In addition to this, when he joined the Department of
Agriculture, he supervised personally all the work done at the
different farms under his direction, a task which involved the
paying of periodical visits to distant parts of the State. Both
the work itself, and the actual travelling, were often done under
conditions sufficiently trying to have tested the endurance of a
much younger and more robust man.

Though he did not live long enough to see all his ambitions
realised, he lived, nevertheless, sufficiently long to enjoy the
satisfaction of public and private appreciation of his work, both
here and abroad. He was in correspondence with all the English
and American institutions interested in the wheat question, and
he exchanged new varieties with everyone, here and abroad, who
possessed facilities for giving them a trial. A few years before
his death Mr. Moreland, Director of Agriculture for the
North-west Provinces of India, paid a visit to Australia, under
instructions from his Government, to study at first hand the
methods adopted by Fairer, with a view of instituting research on
similar lines in India.

The problem which he set himself was the systematic
improvement of wheat by cross-breeding and selection,
particularly in the direction of producing types which should
resist our two principal scourges, ruse and drought, and in the
maintenance of a high milling standard, more especially in the
production of strong-flour wheats.
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