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The author, Michael Pupin is the subject of this book. He came to America as a Serbian immigrant and developed his skills in electro mechanics there. He states that the purpose of writing the book was "to describe the rise of idealism in American science, and particularly in physical sciences and the related industries."
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Thomas Mann (1875–1955) zählt zu den bedeutendsten Schriftstellern der deutschen und europäischen Literatur. Geboren in Lübeck als Sohn eines Kaufmanns, prägten ihn früh das großbürgerliche Milieu und der Gegensatz zwischen Kunst und Bürgertum, der später zu einem zentralen Thema seines Werks wurde. Bereits mit seinem Debütroman Buddenbrooks gelang ihm ein literarischer Welterfolg, der 1929 mit dem Nobelpreis für Literatur gewürdigt wurde. Mann lebte und wirkte in Deutschland, der Schweiz und später im Exil in den USA, nachdem er sich offen gegen den Nationalsozialismus positioniert hatte. Sein Werk verbindet psychologische Tiefe, gesellschaftliche Analyse, Ironie und philosophische Reflexion. Thomas Manns Einfluss reicht weit über seine Lebenszeit hinaus: Er steht bis heute für einen humanistischen Geist, intellektuelle Verantwortung und die Auseinandersetzung mit den großen Fragen von Kultur, Moral und Geschichte. Thomas Manns Werke kreisen um den Konflikt zwischen Individuum und Gesellschaft, Geist und Leben, Kunst und Macht; sie sind bis heute spannend und beliebt, weil sie zeitlose menschliche Fragen mit erzählerischer Eleganz und geistiger Tiefe verbinden. Ihre literarische und kulturelle Bedeutung wirkt bis in die Gegenwart fort. Diese Sammlung vereint die größten und einflussreichsten Texte Thomas Manns und bietet einen umfassenden Überblick über sein literarisches Schaffen. Sie versammelt Romane, Novellen, Erzählungen und Dramen, die zu den Klassikern der deutschen Literatur gehören und den Autor in seiner ganzen thematischen und stilistischen Vielfalt zeigen: Buddenbrooks – Verfall einer Familie schildert den Niedergang einer Lübecker Kaufmannsfamilie über mehrere Generationen und ist ein Meisterwerk des realistischen Gesellschaftsromans. Der Zauberberg gilt als philosophischer Bildungsroman, der Krankheit, Zeit und Ideologien am Vorabend des Ersten Weltkriegs reflektiert. Mit Joseph und seine Brüder – bestehend aus Die Geschichten Jaakobs, Der junge Joseph, Joseph in Ägypten und Joseph der Ernährer – schuf Mann eine monumentale Neuerzählung biblischer Stoffe, die Mythos, Geschichte und Moderne verbindet. Doktor Faustus thematisiert Schuld, Genie und den moralischen Zusammenbruch Deutschlands anhand des Schicksals eines Komponisten. Lotte in Weimar und Der Erwählte zeigen Manns spielerisch-ironischen Umgang mit deutscher Kulturgeschichte, während Bekenntnisse des Hochstaplers Felix Krull als humorvoller Künstler- und Schelmenroman begeistert. Die Novellen, darunter Tonio Kröger, Der Tod in Venedig und Mario und der Zauberer, zählen zu Manns bekanntesten Texten und verdichten zentrale Motive wie Künstlerexistenz, Verführung, Macht und Tod. Sie zeichnen sich durch psychologische Präzision und symbolische Tiefe aus. Auch weniger bekannte Erzählungen erweitern dieses thematische Spektrum eindrucksvoll. Das Drama Fiorenza rundet die Sammlung ab und zeigt Thomas Manns literarische Vielseitigkeit.
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This carefully crafted ebook: "The Complete Works of Fyodor Dostoyevsky: Novels, Short Stories and Autobiographical Writings" is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Fyodor Dostoyevsky (1821-1881) was a Russian novelist, short story writer, essayist, journalist and philosopher. His literary works explore human psychology in the troubled political, social, and spiritual atmosphere of 19th-century Russia. Many of his works contain a strong emphasis on Christianity, and its message of absolute love, forgiveness and charity, explored within the realm of the individual, confronted with all of life's hardships and beauty. His major works include Crime and Punishment, The Idiot, Demons and The Brothers Karamazov. Many literary critics rate him as one of the greatest and most prominent psychologists in world literature. His novella Notes from Underground is considered to be one of the first works of existentialist literature. NOVELS: Netochka Nezvanova The Village of Stepanchikovo The House of the Dead Crime and Punishment The Idiot The Possessed (Demons) The Raw Youth (The Adolescent) The Brothers Karamazov The Insulted and the Injured NOVELLAS: Poor Folk The Double The Landlady Uncle's Dream Notes from Underground The Gambler The Permanent Husband SHORT STORIES: The Grand Inquisitor (Chapter from The Brothers Karamazov) Mr. Prohartchin A Novel in Nine Letters Another Man's Wife or, The Husband under the Bed A Faint Heart Polzunkov The Honest Thief The Christmas Tree and The Wedding White Nights A Little Hero An Unpleasant Predicament (A Nasty Story) The Crocodile Bobok The Heavenly Christmas Tree A Gentle Spirit The Peasant Marey The Dream of a Ridiculous Man LETTERS AND MEMOIRS: Letters of Fyodor Michailovitch Dostoyevsky to his Family and Friends Pages from the Journal of an Author, Fyodor Dostoevsky BIOGRAPHY: Fyodor Dostoyevsky, A Study by Aimée Dostoyevsky

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


A Death in the Family



Agee, James

4099994082600

250

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

James Agee's 'A Death in the Family' is a poignant exploration of grief, family, and memory set against the backdrop of 1915 Knoxville, Tennessee. With a narrative that seamlessly weaves Christian mythos and Southern Gothic realism, Agee illuminates the haunting impacts of sudden loss when a father perishes in a car accident. The novel's lyrical prose captures the fragmented consciousness of a family grappling with the vacuum left by a beloved member. Intricate details of daily life and visceral introspections into each character's psyche render the book a masterpiece of emotional depth and poetic eloquence. Faced with the harsh finality of death, Agee's work dwells in the liminal space between memory and reality, touching on universal themes. James Agee, an esteemed author and critic, drew inspiration from his own painful childhood experience of losing his father. Born in Knoxville in 1909, Agee's intimate familiarity with the setting and event powers this deeply autobiographical novel. A prominent voice in depression-era and post-war America, Agee's journalistic prowess in exposing raw human emotions transcends into his fiction writing, highlighting his quest to understand the profundities of life and loss. His Pulitzer Prize-winning novel stands as a testament to his mastery in unfolding the complexities of familial and personal devastation. 'A Death in the Family' is highly recommended for readers seeking an emotionally powerful narrative that combines poignant realism with poetic delineation. Agee's ability to meticulously portray the vulnerability of the human condition in the face of grief makes this novel a timeless classic. Scholars, critics, and general readers alike will find resonance in the universality of loss and the enduring human spirit found within these pages. Agee's profound understanding of mortality and familial bonds offers invaluable insights, ensuring its place in the pantheon of great American literature.
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This carefully crafted ebook: "The Complete Works of Charles Dickens" is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents: Novels Oliver Twist The Pickwick Papers Nicholas Nickleby The Old Curiosity Shop Barnaby Rudge Martin Chuzzlewit Dombey and Son David Copperfield Bleak House Hard Times Little Dorrit A Tale of Two Cities Great Expectations Our Mutual Friend The Mystery of Edwin Drood Christmas Novellas A Christmas Carol The Chimes The Cricket on the Hearth The Battle of Life The Haunted Man Short Story Collections Sketches by Boz Sketches of Young Gentlemen Sketches of Young Couples Master Humphrey' Clock Reprinted Pieces The Mudfog Papers Pearl-Fishing (First Series) Pearl-Fishing (Second Series) Christmas Stories Other Stories Children's Books Child's Dream of a Star Holiday Romance Stories About Children Every Child Can Read Dickens's Children Plays The Village Coquettes The Strange Gentleman The Lamplighter Is She His Wife Mr. Nightingale's Diary No Thoroughfare The Frozen Deep Poetry The Loving Ballad of Lord Bateman The Poems and Verses of Charles Dickens Travel Books American Notes Pictures From Italy The Lazy Tour of Two Idle Apprentices Other Works Sunday Under Three Heads A Child's History of England Memoirs of Joseph Grimaldi The Life of Our Lord The Uncommercial Traveller Contributions to "All The Year Round" Contributions to "The Examiner" Miscellaneous Papers Essays & Articles A Coal Miner's Evidence The Lost Arctic Voyagers Frauds on the Fairies Adelaide Anne Procter In Memoriam W. M. Thackeray Speeches of Charles Dickens: Literary and Social Letters of Charles Dickens Criticism CHARLES DICKENS by G. K. Chesterton DICKENS by Sir Adolphus William Ward THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS by John Forster MY FATHER AS I RECALL HIM by Mamie D. Charles Dickens (1812-1870), an English writer and social critic, created some of the world's best-known fictional characters and is regarded as the greatest novelist of the Victorian era.
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  I was walking down the streets of a little town in Southern Germany a few years ago when a friend who was with me suddenly stopped and pointed to a window over a grocery shop and said: “See that little apartment up there? That is where Einstein was born.”




  Later that day, I met Einstein’s uncle and talked to him. But he didn’t impress me as being a man of any unusual ability. But that isn’t strange, for when Albert Einstein himself was a child, no one thought he would amount to much either. He is now regarded as the outstanding intellectual giant of this generation, one of the most profound thinkers of all time; yet fifty years ago, he was a slow, shy, backward child. He found it extremely difficult to learn even to talk. He was so dull that his own teachers called him a bore, and even his parents feared that he was subnormal.




  Einstein was astonished to wake up a few years ago and find himself one of the most famous men on all the earth. It seemed absolutely incredible that a professor of mathematics had become front page news on five continents. He, a scientist, has become as famous as Jack Dempsey. He admits he can’t understand it. No one can understand it. Such a thing has never happened before in all the annals of mankind.




  This man Einstein is almost as strange as his Theory of Relativity. He has nothing but contempt for the things most people set their hearts on—for fame and riches and luxury. For example, the captain of a transatlantic ship once offered Einstein the most expensive suite of rooms on the vessel; but Einstein declined and said he would rather travel in the steerage than accept any special favours.




  When Einstein reached his fiftieth birthday, Germany overwhelmed him with honours, erected a bust of him at Potsdam, and offered him a home and a sail boat as a token of the nation’s love and undying admiration.




  But a few years later his property was taken away from him and he was afraid to return to his native land. For weeks he lived in Belgium behind barred doors and a policeman slept at his bedside every night.




  When he arrived in New York to become Professor of Mathematics in the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton, he was anxious to avoid reporters and interviews and excitement; so his friends took him off the ship secretly before it docked and hurried him away by motorcar.




  Einstein says that there are only twelve people living who understand his Theory of Relativity, although more than nine hundred books have been written attempting to explain it.




  He himself explains Relativity by this very simple illustration: When you sit with a nice girl for an hour, you think it is only a minute; but when you sit on a hot stove for a minute, you think it is an hour.




  Well, well—so that’s relativity. It sounds all right to me; but if you doubt it and would like to try it out, I’ll be glad to sit with the girl if you’ll sit on the stove.




  And speaking of girls, Einstein has been married twice. He has two boys by his first marriage, both brilliant chaps with the earmarks of genius.




  Mrs. Einstein admits that even she doesn’t understand the Theory of Relativity; but she understands something that is far more important for a wife; she understands her husband.




  She used to invite her friends in for tea occasionally and then she would ask the Professor to come downstairs and join them. “No!” he would exclaim violently. “No! I won't! I won't! I’m going away from here. I can’t work here. I simply won’t stand these interruptions any longer.”




  Frau Einstein would keep perfectly quiet until he had blown of steam for awhile; and then, presently, by using a little diplomacy, she would have him downstairs drinking tea and getting some much-needed relaxation.




  Frau Einstein says that her husband likes order in his thinking, but he doesn’t like it in his living. He does whatever he wants to, whenever he wants to. And he has only two rules of conduct. The first one is: Don’t have any rules whatever. And the second one is: Be independent of the opinions of others.




  He leads a very simple sort of an existence, goes around in old clothes that need pressing, seldom wears a hat, and whistles and sings in the bathroom. He shaves while sitting in the bath tub and he doesn’t use shaving soap. He shaves with the same soap that he uses for his bath. This man who is trying to solve the vexing riddles of the universe says that using two kinds of soap makes life entirely too complicated. Einstein impresses me as being a very happy man. His philosophy of happiness means far more to me than does his Theory of Relativity. I think it a splendid philosophy. He says he is happy because he doesn’t want anything from anybody. He doesn’t want money or titles or praise. He makes his own happiness out of such simple things as his work and playing the violin and sailing his boat.




  Einstein’s violin brings him more joy than anything else in life. He says he often thinks in music and lives his daydreams in music.




  Once, while riding on a tram-car in Berlin, he told the conductor that he hadn’t given him the right change. The conductor counted the change again and found it to be correct, so he handed it back to Einstein saying: “The trouble with you is, you don’t know figures.”
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  Out in California, on January 24th, 1848, John W. Marshall, a carpenter, was building a grist mill on the South fork of the American River; and on this particular day, he stooped and picked up a small yellow stone that had been washed down from the wooded hills above the present city of Sacramento. Was it gold? He couldn’t tell. So he gave it to a workman’s wife, who was boiling some homemade soap. She tossed the stone into the kettle of boiling fat and lye.




  After being cooked all day, the nugget gleamed like a tiger’s eye; and the next morning at daybreak, John W. Marshall leaped on his horse and hurried pell-mell forty miles down the canyon to the ranch house of his employer, John A. Sutter.




  Marshall rushed into the house, locked the door and pulled the yellow nugget from his pocket. Sutter stared at it, wide-eyed with excitement.




  It was gold and he knew it. A pure nugget of glistening gold. His wildest dreams had been transcended. He would soon be lord of all creation, the richest man in the world.




  Sutter attempted to keep the discovery a secret; but he might as well have tried to prevent the very stars from shining in their orbits. He had unleashed a force that was destined to shake the continent. Within a day, all the men on Sutter’s ranch left their appointed tasks and, in a mad frenzy of greed, they were scratching and digging and panning for gold.




  In a week, the whole countryside was in a turmoil. Ranches were deserted. Everything was in chaos. Cows were left bellowing to be milked. Calves bawled in vain for their mothers, while wolves slaughtered the bleating sheep.




  Excited men, with pick and shovels, were soon making from £200 to £1,000 between sunrise and sunset. One cut of the spade and a couple of shakes of the sieve and presto! nuggets worth thousands lay at your feet—a fortune made in a minute.




  Telegraph wires flashed the sensational news across the continent and convulsed the United States with excitement. Workmen left their shops, soldiers deserted from the army by wholesale, farmers abandoned their lands, merchants locked their shops. The gold diggers were on the move. The locust swarm of humanity took wings and headed for the golden land beyond the sunset.




  In the spring of 1849, a mighty cavalcade trekked out of Independence, Kansas, the last outpost of civilization. Youth was in the saddle, youth thrilling to the quest of a new adventure. From the Missouri River to the snow-packed summits of the Sierra Nevadas, there flowed a long, unbroken line of wagon trains, drawn by horses and slow-moving oxen. The prairie was riotously green with spring and rollicking songs rolled from wagon train to wagon train.




  Countless thousands of others were coming by sea. Packed into whaling ships and cargo boats, they rounded Cape Horn under whining sails and creaking masts. Smashed and pounded by hurricanes off the Straits of Magellan, racked by raging fevers, smitten with scurvy, their ranks decimated by cholera, the gold diggers sailed on, as irresistible as the sweep of the mighty Pacific.




  In the hectic year 1849, more than seven hundred vessels dropped anchor in San Francisco Bay, and the sailors immediately deserted their ships and rushed to the hills.




  It was a mob, a rabble, that recognized no law but the law of the knife and the club, and obeyed no orders unless they were backed up by guns.




  Naturally, the mob converged from all sides on Sutter’s ranch. They trampled his grain underfoot and they stole his wheat to make bread. They demolished his barns to build shanties and they slaughtered his cattle to get steaks.




  What was even more astonishing, these treasure hunters even had the audacity to build towns on the private property of John A. Sutter; and the old rancher looked on in helpless rage while strange men bought and sold and resold his land as if he had never existed.




  In 1850, California was ushered into the Union, and the majestic order of law now ruled over the turbulent hills.




  Then Sutter started the biggest law suit in history. He declared that San Francisco and Sacramento were both built on his private property and he prosecuted every “squatter” living in those towns and ordered them to get off his land at once. He sued the States of California for £5,000,000 as compensation, for the private roads and bridges and canals that he had built and the State had appropriated for public use.




  He demanded that the United States Government pay him £10,000,000 for the damages he had suffered; and he also demanded that he be paid a royalty for every penny’s worth of gold dust that had been carried away from his property.




  For four years he fought the case through court after court, and in 1855, he won. The highest court in the State of California declared that the cities of San Francisco and Sacramento and scores of other towns and villages, were built on his private property.
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