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In his profound work, "Autobiography," John Stuart Mill offers a compelling exploration of his intellectual development and personal experiences that shaped his philosophical perspectives. This narrative is not merely a recounting of events but serves as an insightful examination of the interplay between individual liberty, utilitarian ethics, and the pursuit of truth. Through a reflective first-person style, Mill presents a vivid account of his struggles and triumphs, delving into the influences that molded his thoughts — especially the rigorous education imposed by his father and the intellectual companionship of figures like Jeremy Bentham. This text not only enriches the reader's understanding of Mill's thoughts on free will but also situates them within the broader context of 19th-century philosophical discourse. John Stuart Mill (1806-1873) was a prominent British philosopher, political economist, and civil servant, recognized for his advocacy of liberalism and social reform. Raised in an environment brimming with rigorous intellectual discussion, Mill's upbringing by his father, James Mill, who was a close associate of Bentham, played a pivotal role in shaping his analytical skills and commitment to philosophical inquiry. His "Autobiography" reveals the emotional and intellectual currents that steered him toward his advanced thoughts on liberty, equality, and the role of individual agency in society. "Autobiography" is not only a personal narrative but also a crucial resource for anyone interested in the foundations of modern liberal thought. It encourages readers to critically engage with the evolution of Mill's ideas while reflecting on the broader implications of personal liberty and social responsibility. This mesmerizing account is essential for scholars, students, and general readers alike, as it offers invaluable insights into a titan of philosophy and the societal dynamics of his time.
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In "An American Patrician, or The Story of Aaron Burr," Alfred Henry Lewis presents a vivid biographical account of one of America's most polarizing historical figures, Aaron Burr. The narrative intertwines rich historical detail with intricate character analysis, showcasing Lewis's literary prowess in crafting a compelling tale that navigates the complexities of Burr's life. Through storytelling that balances drama with informative prose, Lewis contextualizes Burr's ambition, controversies, and the societal norms of 18th-century America, creating a portrait that is both intimate and expansive. Alfred Henry Lewis, an influential American journalist and author, brought to this work his keen insight into the political machinations of his era. His background in law and journalism, combined with a fascination for the American character, positioned him uniquely to explore Aaron Burr's multifaceted personality. Lewis's experiences as a colorful commentator on contemporary issues may also have influenced his portrayal of Burr, reflecting the broader themes of ambition, leadership, and the often-turbulent relationship between personal desires and public perception. For readers seeking to understand the enigmatic figure of Aaron Burr, this book is an enlightening journey into early American politics and society. Lewis's engaging style and thorough research offer a unique perspective, making it an essential read for historians, students of American literature, and anyone intrigued by the larger-than-life personas that shaped the nation.
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In "Recollections and Impressions, 1822-1890," Octavius Brooks Frothingham presents a rich tapestry of his life experiences and intellectual encounters during a transformative period in American history. Employing a reflective and often incisive literary style, Frothingham engages readers through a series of vivid memories and perceptive analyses of literary and cultural movements. This work is not merely a personal memoir; it reflects broader themes of religious evolution, social reform, and the burgeoning intellectual currents of 19th-century America, revealing the intellectual milieu that shaped Frothingham's own philosophical inquiries and aesthetic sensibilities. Born in 1821, Frothingham was a prominent Unitarian minister, historian, and writer, whose diverse experiences in the realms of religion and literature greatly informed his perspectives. His engagements with influential intellectuals of his time, coupled with his own theological reflections, played a critical role in shaping his narrative style and thematic concerns. These influences are palpable within "Recollections and Impressions," providing readers with a lens through which to understand the intersection of personal and public life during a pivotal era. For those interested in a nuanced account of 19th-century American thought and culture, Frothingham's memoir is indispensable. It offers not only a personal history but a deep exploration of the ideas that defined a generation. Readers will find Frothingham's poignant reflections resonate not just as historical documentation but as a timeless meditation on the human experience.
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In "The Life of Mazzini," Bolton King presents a comprehensive biography of Giuseppe Mazzini, a pivotal figure in the Italian unification movement and a prominent proponent of republicanism and nationalism in the 19th century. The book combines rigorous historical analysis with a narrative style that captures the dramatic and tumultuous context of Mazzini's life. King's work draws on an extensive array of primary sources, providing readers with a vivid portrayal of Mazzini's ideological struggles, political activism, and personal sacrifices while enriching the discourse around the implications of nationalism and the role of intellectuals in shaping political movements. Bolton King, a scholar of political thought and history, was deeply influenced by the tumult of his own times, which paralleled Mazzini's struggles for a unified Italian identity. King's commitment to uncovering the complexities of revolutionary thought aligns with Mazzini's intellectual legacy, reflecting his belief in the transformative power of ideas. This biographical study is anchored in King's passion for understanding the interplay between individual agency and broader socio-political transformations throughout European history. This meticulously researched biography is highly recommended for readers interested in the intricate relationship between ideology and action in shaping modern nation-states. King's nuanced exploration of Mazzini not only serves as a historical account but also stimulates contemporary discussions on nationalism, making it essential reading for students, historians, and anyone intrigued by the dynamics of political change.
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In "Discourse of the Life and Character of the Hon. Littleton Waller Tazewell," Hugh Blair Grigsby provides a compelling exploration of Tazewell's life, interweaving biographical narrative with ruminations on moral philosophy and civic duty. Grigsby's prose is both eloquent and analytical, reflecting the 19th-century tradition of American oratory that aims to inspire moral reflection and social responsibility. The discourse encapsulates Tazewell's contributions to Virginia law and politics, serving not only as a biography but as a mirror for the values and challenges of early American democracy. Grigsby, a prominent Virginia historian and politician in his own right, offers unique insights informed by his deep engagement with the political landscape of the time. His contemporaneous perspective, coupled with his scholarly pursuits, provides a foundation for the veneration of Tazewell, who was not only a personal acquaintance but also a figure emblematic of the Southern Whig tradition and the antebellum cultural ethos. Grigsby's admiration for Tazewell is palpable, as he seeks to immortalize the statesman's legacy. This work is a must-read for anyone interested in the intersections of biography, history, and political ethics in 19th-century America. Grigsby's insightful analysis and profound reverence for Tazewell's character promise to engage readers, prompting reflection on the values that underscore civic leadership and the responsibilities inherent in public service.
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Bernard Shaw calls us a nation of villagers. To a large extent this appellation holds good. We are so self-sufficient unto ourselves that the most important events in the world leave us cold if they take place outside of the realm of the star-spangled banner.

A wonderful and terrible thing is happening in the largest empire on earth; a downtrodden people is engaged in a death-grapple with its merciless rulers; and never were masters so inhuman, and never were people so heroic. In comparison with this titanic struggle the French Revolution itself sinks into insignificance. But what do we know about it? And what do we care? Russia is far away.... Once in a while the report of a particularly atrocious massacre, or a particularly cruel torture inflicted upon a young girl revolutionist will shock our sensibilities, will cause a pang in our hearts, will perhaps make our hair stand on end,—but in a day or two we forget all about it. We are so busy!

No wonder that this battle-drama appeals with special force, and exerts a special charm on the young of all lands,—the young who worship Freedom, and whose breasts beat warmly for Ideals. No wonder therefore that it appeals to Victor Robinson.

This essay was written at the age of twenty, and the youth of the author will serve as an apology, if apology be needed, for the sharpness of some of the expressions found in these pages. But is excuse really necessary? I hardly think so. No language can be too strong when condemning the Russian Bureaucracy, no judgment can be too severe when pronounced on czardom and its cruel minions. In fact the English language sometimes seems inadequate....

A remarkable commentary on the conditions in Russia is the fact that he who studies them carefully and thoroly, be he the gentlest and sweetest youth who would not harm a fly or tread on a worm, becomes saturated with the conviction that in Russia, the rebel's bomb and pistol and dagger are not only legitimate and necessary, but even noble weapons of defense and offense.

I refrain from any remarks as to the intrinsic value of this book, as it is perhaps not quite proper for a father to criticize, favorably or otherwise, the literary productions of his son. One comment however I would like to make: For one who is utterly unfamiliar with the Russian language, and who has worked alone and unaided, (in the leisure moments left over by strenuous college studies), the author has accomplished a rather noteworthy feat. He has succeeded in imbuing the book with such an atmosphere, in presenting such vivid and faithful glimpses of Russian life and literature, and exhibiting such wide and varied knowledge of the subject, that even a Russian writer would not be ashamed to have his name appear on the title-page of this volume.

Love understandeth all things.

Dr. William J. Robinson.

New York City, November 11, 1908.
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I understand that doom awaits him who first rises against the oppressors of the people. When has Liberty been redeemed without victims? Fate has already condemned me. I shall perish for my native land. I feel it, I know it, and gladly bless my destiny.—Ryleev.





[image: A] fabled king of Thrace fed his horses on human flesh, but a real czar of Russia washed his streets with blood. On his accession to the red throne, the Iron Despot immediately expelled progress from his empire by butchering the Decembrists—those pioneers of freedom who fought for a constitution and the abolition of serfdom. Exiles began to tramp the lonely Siberian highway, and from the time of that Nicholas I. to this Nicholas II.—a period of 75 years—over a million political prisoners have taken the 'long journey.'

The mighty country was turned into a military camp. The term of service was twenty-five years. The life was so hard that when a man was recruited, his relatives followed him as if to his grave. His mother ran after him, and sometimes fell dead on the spot. The emperor spent his time reviewing troops and altering uniforms.[1] If an officer appeared in the streets with the hooks of his uncomfortable collar unfastened, he was liable to be degraded to the rank of a common soldier and deported to some distant province. If a soldier complained of his diet, or was guilty of the slightest infraction of the most insignificant rule, he was condemned to run the gauntlet. He was stripped naked, his hands were tied behind him, and he was brought between two long rows of pawing privates and eager 'non-coms,' equipped and armed with sticks, whips and gun-stocks. Behind the soldiers stood officers commanding, "Harder! Harder!" Thru these lines the victim was compelled to run—because in yesterday's paltry parade conducted by a petty sergeant, he scratched his itching neck. At first it was his shoulders which they struck, but before he had gone very far he had no longer a back, but only a bleeding mass of quivering flesh thru which parts of the bones protruded. A doctor was always present to see that the culprit did not die before receiving his full punishment. That is, if he were booked for 500 blows and was on the point of succumbing after receiving 300, it was the physician's duty to send him to a hospital to regain sufficient strength to allow the additional 200 to be administered. However, in spite of the medicus, the mangled men often perished before their time, and then there was nothing to do but beat the corpse.[2]

During this reign originated the widespread system of stealing Jewish children from their homes, separating them from their families, severing them from their faith, and bringing them up to serve in the army. These were the Cantonists.[3] Thus it came about that when a mother of Israel gave birth to a boy, she did not rejoice as for one born and living, but lamented as for one dead and departed. (Sometimes Jewish mothers saved their children from the army by cutting off their fingers, or taking out one of their eyes).

Liberty was so shackeled she did not even dare weep aloud.[4] Since that unlucky day when Ryleev, Pestel, Bestuzhev, Kakovsky and Muraviov-Apostol dangled from a tall straight post and a strong crossbar, no revolutionist arose to oppose tyranny. During all the many years of the reign of Nicholas-with-the-Stick, no ray of light brightened a darkened nation, no torch glimmered in the bloody gloom. Hope was dead. Freedom was buried. Literature was in exile. Knowledge lay in a closed coffin. But censorship was alive, and autocracy had more eyes than Argus.

An anonymous pamphlet, toward the end of his reign, cried out that the czar had rolled a great stone before the door of the sepulchure of Truth, that he had placed a strong guard round her tomb, and in the exultation of his heart had exclaimed, "For thee, no resurrection!"

So thoroly was liberalism crushed, so completely was absolutism supreme, that 'Nikolaus Palkin' walked the streets of bleeding Russia unattended and unafraid.

Alas, when a nation has only knees to bend, but no hands to strike!

After his shadow had obscured the sun for a quarter of a century, a brilliant festival was given in his honor at Moscow—called the Holy City because it contains a Miracle Monastery for glorifying God and a Kremlin Fortress for crucifying Man. It was a fancy-dress ball, and a thousand gorgeous uniforms were there, from the leather coat of the Tungus to the embroidered flummery of the chamberlain. In this affair the children of the nobility played an important part. They were lavishly attired, and each carried an ensign representing the arms of the provinces of the Russian empire. At a given signal the little emblem-bearers began to march, and on reaching the purple platform upon which the royal family sat, all standards were lowered. The inflexible autocrat viewed the scene with satisfaction—all the provinces bowed before him. When the children retired to the rear of the immense hall, someone pulled the smallest of the boys from the ranks and placed him on the imperial elevation. The lad was arrayed as a Persian prince, and wore a jewel-covered belt and a high bonnet. Nicholas I. looked at his chubby face all surrounded with pretty curls and taking him to the czarevna Marie Alexandrovna, said in his military voice, "This is the sort of boy you must bring me." The woman was gravid at the time, and the soldier-like joke made her blush.
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