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INTRODUCTION


Few canine families can match the colorful and intriguing, yet undeniably checkered, chronicles of the bull-and-terriers. In this study we trace the origins of these extraordinary dogs from the crosses of Bulldogs and terriers that began more than 200 years ago. We explore their early days as favorites of the sporting fraternity, notorious for their exploits in the dog-fighting and ratting pits, and trace their emergence as distinct breeds and highly regarded members of the modern canine community, equally at home as family pets and in the show ring.


“The wisest dog I ever owned was what is called a bulldog terrier,” wrote Sir Walter Scott of his beloved Camp. These early crosses were noted for their unmatched determination and gameness in addition to their intelligence. They were also companions extraordinaire, a trait that has been nurtured in the modern bull-and-terrier breeds—-the Bull Terrier and its smaller compadre the Miniature Bull Terrier, the Staffordshire Bull Terrier, the Boston Terrier, the American Staffordshire Terrier and the American Pit Bull Terrier. These dogs think little of placing intense demands on their owners, but are more than willing to repay with remarkable fellowship and loyalty. They are dogs for discriminating rather than casual owners.


Each of the breeds is reviewed in turn. What are the characteristics that distinguish and distance the bull-and-terrier breeds from their fellow canines? How do the above-mentioned six breeds differ among themselves? Why are they such remarkable, even singular, characters? Why do these “dogs of steel” make such wonderful family pets? We also look at current attempts to recreate the original Bulldog, which in conformation and agility has so little in common with the modern Bulldog. Here we come across alternative Bulldogs with prefixes such as Banter, Valley and Alapaha; Dorset, Victorian and Aussie; Mallorquin and Campeiro.


Adding a new dog to your life is not a decision to be taken lightly. So which of the bull-and-terriers would be best suited to you, your family and your lifestyle? Each offers unique traits and each has its pros and cons. These breeds all intend to please, though at times you might question the ways they go about achieving this goal. All have their ardent admirers, most often lifetime devotees. Affectionately termed “blockheads,” referring to their tendency to stubbornness, these dogs will certainly train their owners if the owners don’t train them appropriately. Bull-and-terriers are not dogs to be ignored or left to their own ingenious devices. They thrive on fun and games, competitive activities too. Keep them busy! Keep them exercised! This is also good advice to follow yourself.


We all want our dogs to thrive during long and healthy lives. We must accept, however, that all dogs, indeed all mammals, including humans, are subject to certain diseases and ailments, some of them genetic in origin. We review the particular health issues associated with each breed. Today we also have other concerns about ownership and the welfare of our canine companions, notably anti-dog and breed-specific legislation (BSL). Regrettably dog ownership has entered the political arena and, as responsible owners, we cannot ignore this development, to which we devote a chapter.


Who better to expand our panoramic review than renowned dog-painting expert and author William Secord? He contributes a spectacularly illustrated chapter on the bull-and-terriers in art. Finally we introduce you to some famous owners and famous bull-and-terriers and recount their stories.


No other mammal can match the diversity of the dog. Among the many canine families, the bull-and-terriers, with their intelligence, charisma, extraordinary abilities and unfailing devotion to master and family, have carved a singular niche for themselves, unmatched perhaps by any other lineage. The canine world would be much the poorer and unquestionably a much duller place without the bull-and-terrier breeds. This book pays tribute to them.
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“[T]he Bull-Terrier…is a more sprightly and showy animal than either of the individuals from which he was bred, and equally apt for, and much more active in any kind of mischief … The true bred bulldog is but a dull companion and the terrier does not flash much size, nor is sufficiently smart or cocking, the modern mixed dog includes all of these qualities, and is of a pleasant airy temper, without losing any of the fierceness, when needed, of his prototypes.”


—Pierce Egan, Annals of Sporting (1822)





 


ch 1


The History of the Bull-and-terrier


There is nothing dull or commonplace about the bull-and-terrier breeds, as noted by Pierce Egan in the early 19th century. These are not dogs for the cautious or diffident owner, and certainly their history does not make comfortable reading for the faint of heart. They were created to relish life in all its facets, and their modern descendants—the American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Boston Terrier, Bull Terrier, Miniature Bull Terrier and Staffordshire Bull Terrier—maintain and honor this tradition with undaunted determination.


Why did Bulldog and terrier crosses begin to appear in Britain during the late 1700s? For centuries prior, Bulldogs had served their masters and the sporting fraternity with unparalleled grit and ferocity by baiting bulls and other animals. Indeed, bullbaiting had become almost a national pastime in England. However, the so-called sport of baiting tethered bulls began to lose favor and popularity with the public in the 18th century, especially among the upper classes, whose passion and purses were redirected toward cockfighting and the dog pit. For all their courage, Bulldogs proved disappointing when matched against each other in the fighting pit. They tended to be somewhat slow and cumbersome, and their technique (due to being developed for baiting larger animals) of grabbing and hanging on to their opponents lacked excitement and spectacle.


Naturally breeders responded by seeking a faster, more agile dog that could get the first hold, which is very important for fighting purposes. In this quest they began judiciously to cross their Bulldogs with the best terriers available to them. These terriers were unpretentious working dogs, of whom Sydenham Edwards wrote in Cynographia Britannica in 1800: “Querulous, fretful, high-spirited and alert when brought into action. If he has not the unsubdued perseverance of the Bulldog he has rapidity of attack, managed with art and sustained by spirit. It is not what he will bear, but what he will inflict…As his courage is great so is his genius extensive.” Thus breeders found the complementary virtues they needed and set about selecting the best from both races. From the Bulldog came power, strength and courage allied to sheer stubbornness and determination; the terrier added speed, agility, restlessness and native ingenuity, while losing nothing in the way of fearlessness. From the terrier as well came a longer jaw, better for biting and slashing, and some lengthening of the already muscular neck, better when holding to shake and mangle the opponent. And so the bull-and-terrier was conceived.


Our journey in this book takes us back to the days of these initial bull-and-terriers and up through the past two centuries as we trace the emergence and coming-of-age of the breeds that we know and love today.


BULLDOGGES


The early classification of dogs was based simply on their use or function. They weren’t pets as we know them today. Each variety of dog had a purpose, be it speed for the chase or strength and determination for restraining a large animal. If we go back a thousand years, dogs called Alaunts already exhibited a number of the traits that we have come to associate with the Bulldog, namely the large head, shortness of skull and muzzle, indomitable courage and, in attack, the propensity to grip and hang on. Much of the time such dogs were bonded or chained, and hence they became known as Bonddogges or Bandogges. As they were often kept by butchers to control the bulls, oxen and other animals that came for slaughter, they also were referred to as butchers’ dogs.


Over the centuries, two distinct types of Bandogge emerged. The larger of these was the Mastiff, characterized by its massive body, typically weighing well over 100 lb. Although primarily employed as guard dogs, Mastiffs were also used for baiting larger and more ferocious animals. However, the task of baiting bulls called for a somewhat smaller and more mobile dog—the Bulldogge. Canine historians are inconsistent with regard to the size of Bulldogges. Some report 40–50 lb, while others suggest almost double this weight; there could well have been significant variations. Be that as it may, references to these canines appeared regularly in early English literature and, interestingly, by 1500 they were also identified as Bolddogges.


In medieval Britain, the running or baiting of bulls was believed to enhance the flavor of the meat. Although we find such a notion absurd today, back then it was even illegal in some towns to slaughter a bull that hadn’t been baited by dogs. Most market towns proffered a bull ring, invariably located centrally. There an iron ring or hook, firmly secured, served to tether the bull, typically on three to five feet of thick rope so the bull could circle to face its adversaries. But meat be damned—it was the spectacle of bullbaiting, not flavor, that attracted all levels of society from the aristocracy to the lowest classes. In Tudor London, bull-and bearbaiting events took place on the site later occupied by the illustrious Globe Theater, home to many of William Shakespeare’s plays. And near the Thames at Southwark, the famous Bankside Bear Gardens provided “amusements” for generations of Londoners. In 1598 a German visitor reported: “There is still another place built in the form of a theatre, which serves for the baiting of bulls and bears; they are fastened behind, and then worried by great English Bulldogs, but not without great risk to the dogs, from the horns of one and the teeth of the other, and it sometimes happened they are killed on the spot; but fresh ones are immediately supplied in the places of those that are wounded or tired.”


In bullbaiting, the task of the Bulldog was to pin and hold the bull. The dog would keep low to avoid the horns of the bull, sometimes creeping along on his belly. Then, waiting for the right moment to attack, the dog would attempt to seize the bull’s nose, the most sensitive part of its anatomy, and thereby pin the bull down. Meanwhile, the bull would endeavor to toss the dog into the air, sometimes 30 or more feet high, or to trample him if he got underneath the bull. If the bull proved insufficiently belligerent, the crowd would soon remedy this deficiency with all manner of cruelties.


Here we should recognize that the highly prized Bulldogs employed in the heyday of baiting were much different from their namesakes of today or, for that matter, those of a hundred years ago. These fighting dogs were built along more practical lines, being somewhat higher on leg and longer in muzzle. Clearly they had to whelp easily and naturally, which many modern show Bulldogs are unable to do, so their heads were less massive in proportion to their bodies. And, of course, they displayed a degree of ferocity and aggression quite unimaginable in today’s lovable “sourmug.” However, they shared the essential Bulldog characteristics of being undershot, with the lower jaw projecting well forward (to enable that frontal seize and hold), having the nose well back (to facilitate breathing while holding on) and having the front legs set wide with the body slung between them (to improve lateral movement and control when at close quarters with the bull). Another interesting longtime characteristic of Bulldogs is their quietness. Historians note that they seldom barked when approaching the bull, and some would attack with hardly even a growl.
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A 16th-century illustration depicting bearbaiting; both a bulldog and a monkey are in the ring with the bear, and a theater, perhaps the Globe, is in the background. Illustration by Francis Donkin Bedford, from the collection of Edwin Wallace. Courtesy Mary Evans Picture Library/Edwin Wallace.


All good, or bad, things come to an end, and so it was with bull-and bearbaiting, which declined in popularity through the 18th century. For instance, baiting had been enormously popular in the author’s home city, then a town, of Birmingham. For centuries the populous had congregated in the Bull Ring to relish the baiting of bulls. (To this day the social center is called the Bull Ring, which is approached on one side via Bull Street and flanked on another by St. Martin’s Parish Church.) However, the last recorded event there took place in 1773. The old-style Bulldogs were losing the work for which they had been specifically developed, and they began sliding down the social scale. Yes, they found alternative employment in the pit, fighting other dogs, but as mentioned earlier, they proved ill-suited to this new type of work.
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This 1790 illustration of an old-time Bulldog by Thomas Bewick appeared in his book General History of Quadrupeds. About the Bulldog, Bewick wrote, “…is the fiercest of all the Dog kind, and is probably the most courageous creature in the world.” Courtesy Mary Evans Picture Library.


The formal demise of baiting and the dogs associated with the so-called sport came in 1835 with the passage of the Humane Act, which finally outlawed the baiting of bulls and bears in public. The act also banned dogfighting, although with much less immediate impact, as such pit activities easily could be taken underground.


The plight of Bulldogs was well recorded by 19th-century authors. In 1803 William Taplin commented in The Sportsman’s Cabinet: “The breed is no means so numerous as formerly, in consequence of the decline of bullbaiting and the great numbers taken abroad, for many of which great prices were obtained. The natural ferocity, strength and thirst for blood in this animal rendered them a formidable nuisance in their unrestrained state, and they are now seldom seen at their full liberty, either in town or country.” Idstone noted that by 1824 the breed was said to be degenerate, while Edgar Farman, in his classic The Bulldog: A Monograph (1899), wrote: “About the year 1840 very few thoroughbred examples existed. Occasionally they were to be obtained in London and Birmingham—the latter place and the ‘Black Country’ generally having a kindly feeling towards such animals.” This speaks to the argument that by this date there were few, if any, pure-blooded Bulldogs left, the vast majority being tainted with terrier blood to a greater or lesser degree. Today the fruits of this belief are the existence of a number of breeds that are essentially variations on the Bulldog theme, endeavors to re-create the “olde-fashioned” or “original” Bulldogge.


EARLY TERRIERS


The origins of the terriers trace back many centuries. They were developed by sportsmen and huntsmen to contend with quarry that had gone to ground, safe from the jaws of the pursuing hounds. The work of terriers or “earth dogs” (terra is Latin for “earth”) was and is to follow quarry such as the fox or badger into its lair, set or hiding place. Naturally terriers were relatively small dogs, and if they weren’t able to kill their adversaries, the dogs could possibly bolt the quarry from their dens or at least give voice to indicate their locations so the huntsmen could dig them out. Here we have a small hunting dog that was bred to go to ground.


The terriers’ work demands good feet, strong jaws and, for their size, big teeth. Other typical terrier characteristics include being hardy, adaptable, agile and courageous. Above all, the dogs are inquisitive, and this speaks to their undoubted intelligence. Despite these virtues, early terriers were not prized as were the Bulldogs. Terriers arrived on the canine scene in unobtrusive fashion, attracting none of the notoriety of the Bulldog.


Although there is a 14th-century French poem that alludes to putting good terrier dogs to earth, terriers are essentially a British passion. They first appeared in British literature in 1496, when Dame Juliana Berners included “teroures” among her breeds of dog. In his 1570 Latin treatise De Canibus Britannicis, Dr. John Caius grouped breeds into various classifications; under “Hunde” (hounds) he included the “Terrare.” Abraham Fleming later translated Caius, providing us with this passage “Of The Dogge Called a Terrar”: “Another sorte there is which hunteth the Foxe and the Badger… whom we call Terrars, because they (after the manner and custome of ferrets in searching for Connyes [rabbits], creep into the grounde, and by that meanes make afrayde, nyppe and byte the Foxe and Badger in such sort, that eyther they teare them to peeces with theyr teeth beyng in the bosome of the earth, or else…drive them out of their hollow harbours, in so much that they are compelled to prepare for speedy flight.” Here we have terriers described as a single breed or race of dogs, and because of their use in aiding the work of the hounds, we find terriers classified as hounds.


Form follows function, however, and soon we begin to see diversity among terriers, according to the huntsman’s specific needs. In 1677 Nicolas Cox noted: “There are two sorts of Terriers—one with legs more or less crooked and with short coats while the others are straighter in leg and have long jackets.” A few years later, another author commented: “A couple of terriers are commonly used in order that a fresh one may be used to relieve that which first went underground.” We find much more on terriers in the literature of the late 18th century. In 1760 Daniel, described as a terrier man himself, wrote in Field Sports: “There are two sorts of terrier, the rough one, short-legged and long-backed, very strong and most commonly of a black or yellowish colour mixed with white; the other is smooth haired and beautifully formed, having a shorter body and more sprightly appearance, is generally of a reddish-brown colour or black with tanned legs. Both of these sorts are the determined foe of all the vermin kind and in their encounters with the badger very frequently meet with severe treatment, which they sustain with great courage and a thoroughbred, well-trained terrier often proves more than a match for his opponent.” In 1774 Oliver Goldsmith commented on the need for terriers to give voice during their work: “The terrier is a small kind of hound, with rough hair, made use of to force the fox and badger out of their holes; or rather to give notice by their barking in what part of their kennel the fox or badger resides, when the sportsmen intend to dig them out.”
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An illustration from 1820 depicting an early type of black and tan terrier; terriers were known for their ability to hunt and kill rats, mice and other vermin. Courtesy Mary Evans Picture Library.


Edwards had this to say about how the terrier worked: “He dashes into the hole of the fox, drives him from his recesses or tears him to pieces in his stronghold and he forces the reluctant stubborn badger into the light. As his courage is great so is his genius extensive, he will track with the foxhounds, hunt with the beagle, find for the greyhound or beat with the spaniel. Of wild cats, martens, polecats, weasels and rats he is the vigilant and determined enemy; he drives the otter from the rocky cleft on the bank of the river nor declines the combat in a new element.”


Here we have almost the ideal complement, in terms of both character and action, to the Bulldog in its obsolescence. Thus it comes as no surprise that in their quest to develop a canine better equipped for the sport of dogfighting, breeders began to cross their Bulldogs with the most suitable terriers available.


Remember that the terriers of around 1800 were not distinct breeds as they are today; rather, they were variations on the earthdog theme, differentiated by size, length of leg and coat. As the century advanced, however, sportsmen began to focus on specific type and purpose; as a result most of the terrier breeds with which we are now familiar emerged. And among these new breeds came the distinctive bull-and-terriers from which our modern breeds directly descend.


BULLDOG-TERRIER CROSSES


Pit fights gained in popularity from about 1780 until their heyday in the 1820s. All classes of society—from those whose livelihoods depended on the fights to the British aristocracy—were involved with the sport and, of course, the development of these new fighting dogs. Lord Derby and the Duke of Hamilton were among the keenest patrons of the sport, both reputedly wagering huge sums, sometimes thousands of guineas (a guinea is roughly equivalent to a pound), on the results of fights. It’s not surprising that they both established kennels and devoted their considerable resources to the perfection of these dogs. The duke’s highly successful strain included Wasp, Child and Billy, the subjects of a well-known 1801 painting by H. B. Chalon.


We know little, however, about the pedigrees of these or other crosses of that time. Certainly different parts of the country preferred different styles of dog: some more bully, others more terrier-ish. It has also been reported that, early on, straight Bulldog-to-terrier crosses were preferred to the mating of bull-and-terrier to bull-and-terrier, which probably possessed half or more Bulldog blood. As the century progressed, dogs with one-quarter Bulldog blood became more popular. However, appearance and such proportions counted for naught if the resultant dogs didn’t perform in the pit. Ultimately gameness was the only characteristic that mattered. Just as Thoroughbred horses are bred for speed over the classic distances, so bull-and-terriers were bred for gameness in the pit.
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A photograph by Thomas Fall of an early Bulldog named Hefty Son O’Mike. Courtesy Mary Evans Picture Library/Thomas Fall.


There was another side to the personality of these bull-and-terriers that made them wonderful companions. Sir Walter Scott wrote of his beloved Camp: “the wisest dog I ever owned was what is called a bulldog terrier.” Born in 1800, Camp was sired by a black and tan English terrier out of a pure-bred English Bulldog bitch. The Duke of Hamilton’s strain was in great demand among the young gentry, who reveled in walking their dogs in public. Bull-and-terriers were also enormously popular among university students, such that it was said students would sooner “flunk finals than be without one.”


In 1806 an illustration of the fawn bull-and-terrier Trusty appeared in The Sporting Magazine. This celebrated pit fighter was reputedly the victor in 104 battles—he never lost one. Trusty was purchased by Lord Camelford for the princely sum of 84 guineas (2 guineas for each of his 42 lbs weight) and presented to Jem Belcher, then champion prizefighter of England. Trusty showed more Bulldog than terrier characteristics, whereas in Dustman, another famous bull-and-terrier illustrated in the same magazine in 1812, the terrier blood appears to predominate. Dustman’s illustration was accompanied by the comment that “the breed of dogs of this description has been much encouraged of late, and is held in great estimation.” Pierce Egan provided commentaries on the sporting activities of the 1820s, and it was he who, in 1822, introduced the name Bull Terrier.


In 1832 it was written that the white dog Brutus was “a celebrated bull terrier…considered a perfect model of his kind…was got by an English bull dog out of a small Irish terrier.” And, of course, Charles Dickens introduced the Bull Terrier to contemporary fiction in The Adventures of Oliver Twist (1838) in the guise of Bulls-eye, owned by one of life’s less savory characters—Bill Sykes.


In 1843 William Jardine wrote: “[T]he breed called Bull-terriers…constitutes the most determined and savage race known.” So we might deduce that by that time the Bull Terrier had arrived as a distinct breed. Unfortunately this was not the case, as Stonehenge (pseudonym for J. H. Walsh), the foremost commentator on canine affairs during the 1860s and 1870s, still described them as crossbred as late as 1872. He recommended that to be useful “[t]he Bull-terrier should be…one fourth bulldog.” More recently, L. Cabot Briggs, in his Bullterriers: The Biography of a Breed (1940), wrote: “[W]hen we speak of…Bull-and-Terriers before 1860 we should not deceive ourselves by thinking of them as pure-bred dogs according to modern standards; for the breeders of those days seem to have been inclined to go back to the original cross rather than be bothered with line-breeding.”


Around London, dogfights were regular attractions at sporting centers such as the notorious Amphitheatre (better known as the Cock Pit), the Westminster Pit and Reuben Martin’s pit off Tottenham Court Road. We can assume that the vast majority of the dogs involved were Bull Terriers, although some were still referred to as Bulldogs and a few larger animals were known to be Mastiff-terrier crosses. In 1825 The Sporting Magazine presented this brief report:
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Illustration by George Cruikshank of the character Bill Sykes and his Bull Terrier Bulls-eye. This drawing appeared in the first edition of Charles Dickens’s The Adventures of Oliver Twist, published around 1838. Courtesy Mary Evans Picture Library.


The Westminster Pit was crowded on Tuesday evening, January 18, with all the dog-fanciers in the metropolis, to witness a battle between the celebrated dog “Boney” and a black novice called “Gas,” lately introduced to the fancy by Charley, to whom the dog belongs. The stakes were forty sovereigns, and everything was arranged to the satisfaction of the amateurs. The pit was lighted with an elegant chandelier, and a profusion of waxlights. The dogs were brought to scratch at eight o’clock in excellent condition and were seconded by their respective masters. Boney was the favourite at three to one and so continued till within ten minutes of the termination of the contest—a confidence arising solely from his known bottom; for the impartial spectator, Gas took the lead throughout. The battle lasted an hour and fifty minutes, when Boney was carried out insensible. He was immediately bled and put in a warm bath. There were nearly three hundred persons present.


Fighting dogs were also being imported into America, where dog pits and the breeding of these dogs soon attracted the sporting fraternity. In The Bull Terrier (1946), E. S. Montgomery reproduced in full a report of a fight that took place between two bull-and-terriers in New York City circa 1800. Here are extracts from this report:


Paddy, of New York, and Trix, of Philadelphia, had a desperate fight within an hour’s ride due east of the City Hall…articles of agreement…binding the owners to produce their fighting pets in the ring, were signed weeks ago. The stakes were 300 dollars a side, and the dogs weighed, as per agreement, 28 lb each. A dog pit is never a very quiet place during a dog fight, and the battle under consideration was no exception to the rule. Paddy is a white and yellow terrier, about four years old, and is known far and wide among those who delight in dog fights. His battlers and victories have been many. Trix is, or rather was, one of the coming “world beaters,” or such his Philadelphia owners considered him to be. He was just turned twenty four months and is entirely white; a good looking brute, but his fighting qualities bear no comparison to those of his older antagonist. Paddy and Trix were duly washed and then the handlers applied their tongues to the opposing brutes, and not finding their coats poisoned, the pit was cleared…“Make Ready!”…the willing brutes, being delivered from their corners, jumped at each other in great haste and sought for deadly holds. The skill and cunning of Paddy were quickly shown…he nipped and threw his opponent, biting him in the most terrific manner…Trix was not inactive…and fought back well, but Paddy, in the words of his admirers, laid all over him. Soon Trix was prostrate upon the floor…The battle lasted for two hours. Trix was whipped in the most approved terrier fashion…He was almost dead when the dogs were taken to their corners, sponged and once more delivered. It was Paddy’s scratch, and he made as fair a turn as ever seen in the pit, when to the utter astonishment of the crowd the referee shouted, “That’s not a fair turn…It ain’t fair and I declare the fight a draw.” Fifty persons began cursing and calling the referee all the names their dog fighting experience could suggest…The referee…declared the main stake and all bets off and left the ring in good health, which was surprising, to say the least…Paddy won the battle fairly and should have been given the money. Trix was so badly hurt that he may die.


Bull Terriers were also matched in the pit against other animals. For example, a dog had to draw and kill a badger staked in an artificial set. Smaller dogs fought monkeys, such as the renowned Jacco Macacco, and were employed killing rats. In this latter activity, the rats were loosed in the same pit used for dogfighting. Pits were up to about 18 feet square and lined with boards 2 or more feet high. The winner in a ratbaiting challenge was the dog that killed the most rats in the shortest time. A well-recorded ratbaiting took place at Westminster Pit, again in 1825, in which the celebrated Billy was challenged by the Kentish Bitch, each to kill 100 rats. The Kentish Bitch killed 65 in 8 minutes and 45 seconds, while Billy dealt with 90 in 7 minutes and 30 seconds. Thus Billy was declared the winner. However, the owners and backers of the Kentish Bitch cried foul, demanding a rematch in which they provided Billy’s rats. At a later event an accusation was made that Billy’s rats had been doped with opium. Nevertheless Billy’s feats dominated the record books; it was said that in 1823 he killed 100 rats in just over 5 minutes. Billy weighed in at 27 lbs and was sired by a Bulldog “of the best strain…in England” out of Yardington Sal, “an extraordinary good cross-bred bitch.” Hence he was three parts Bulldog. In contrast, the illustrious Jacko, a black and tan Bull Terrier ratter of the 1860s, at 13 pounds was clearly much more of a terrier. Jacko’s feats clearly demonstrated the efficiency of his type in dispatching rats.
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Artist unknown, this engraving depicts “The Great 100 Rat Match.” The aim of a ratting contest was for the dog to kill as many rats as possible in a given amount of time. Courtesy Mary Evans Picture Library.


DOGFIGHTS IN BRITAIN AND AMERICA


These sporting activities all demanded rules to establish what, in modern verbiage, we would call a level playing field and to reduce, to the degree possible, the myriad forms of cheating that went on. Initially the rules were pretty loose, varying by locale and often simply agreed upon between owners. For dog-fights, the combatants were of equal weight, unless agreed otherwise. A difference of as little as eight ounces was considered quite significant for a fight that could go on for several hours. The dogs wore no collars. Among the officials was a taster, whose dubious task it was to check over the dogs with his tongue to ensure that the animals had no pernicious substances on their coats. Fights, like boxing matches, were divided into rounds, a round ending at “a fair go away” when the dogs released each other either out of exhaustion or simply to breathe. After an interval, later usually standardized at one minute, the dog that had let go first was released by his handler and had to cross the scratch line that was drawn across the pit. As soon as he crossed, the other dog was released and the next round commenced. The fight ended when one of the dogs was unable or unwilling to cross the scratch and hence disqualified. Fights could be short, but frequently they went on for one to several hours. An owner could “turn it in” and lose the money that he had put down if his dog was clearly outclassed or beaten. Most owners, however, preferred to let a battle takes its course, even if it meant their dogs died.


As noted, rules at first were often dependent upon the whims of the owners, but the rules became progressively more formal and standardized throughout the country. The sport gained a registry and a well-publicized set of rules in 1898, when Chauncey Bennett established the United Kennel Club (UKC). In America, dogfighting continued well into the 20th century, with much activity in the 1940s.


The abolition of dogfighting in Britain in 1835 certainly reduced its popularity among the general public, but fights continued, especially in certain areas. Stonehenge reported that the police, then a newly formed body, “lodged about 30 men in gaol” following a raid on the public pit in Birmingham around 1839. And there were areas in the Black Country, such as Walsall, to which London sportsmen would retreat to attend the pit events that continued to be staged on a regular basis. Reports of fights continued to appear throughout the century.


Many Bull Terriers came to America with their owners during the mass emigrations from Ireland resulting from the Great Potato Famine of the 1840s. The end of the American Civil War saw another surge in the importation of fighting dogs. Englishman Charles Lloyd, better known as Cockney Charlie, arrived in New York with his dogs and soon became a leading figure in the sporting scene there, well known for his fighting dogs.


Henry Bergh, who founded the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) in 1866, was determined to rid New York of its pits. In fact, he succeeded only in driving them underground, with their activities increasingly shrouded in secrecy. He did succeed in driving Lloyd from the city. However, ever resourceful, Lloyd accepted a $1,000 challenge offered by Louis Krieger of Louisville, Kentucky, to fight his imported Crib. “The said Charles Lloyd, of New York, hereby agrees to fight his brindle and white dog Pilot, ears cut and tail on, against Louis Krieger’s…white dog Crib, ears cut and tail on, at 28 pounds weight for one thousand dollars…a side; the said fight to take place on the 19th day of October, A.D. 1881.” The battle was a terrific one, lasting an hour and 25 minutes, with Pilot victorious and his owner richer by $1,000 plus $100 for another bet accepted during the fight. Lloyd had purchased Pilot as a pup from a publican in Walsall, England. Pilot came with an impeccable fighting pedigree, and he himself is behind some of the best pit bull lines. Note that in America these pit dogs were now referred to as Pit Bull Terriers, whereas in England the name Staffordshire was becoming associated with them, as many of the best ones, including Pilot, came from this county.
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