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1


A BRIEF HISTORY OF TIPPERARY


Tipperary is the largest landlocked county in Ireland, covering 4,303 sq km (1,661 sq miles). The county is named after the town of Tipperary, which originated during the Anglo–Norman colonisation in the twelfth century, when the modern county formed the eastern half of the kingdom of Limerick. The county court was held in Tipperary town, which was an important administrative centre. The name of the town and the county derives from the Irish Tiobraid Arann, meaning the Well of Ara, referring to an ancient sacred well near the River Ara that flows through the town. The well was renowned in Pagan times for the purity of its waters and for many centuries was cherished by the locals. In 1185, Henry II sent his youngest son, Prince John, to govern Ireland, who granted the area that was to become County Tipperary to Philip of Worcester, William de Burgh and Theobald Walter, his butler and founder of the Butler family. Over the next century, the men and their successors introduced the Anglo–Norman way of life, establishing abbeys, manors, boroughs and towns. During his time in Ireland, Prince John had several castles built for him in Tipperary including Ardfinnan Castle, situated on a high rocky slope overlooking the River Suir, to guard the river crossing in Ardfinnan.


In 1328, Edward III granted the title of Earl of Ormond to James Butler and his successive heirs and the following week the Palatinate of Tipperary was established, with James as its head and Clonmel as its capital. The Church lands were excluded and had their own jurisdiction in the County of the Cross of Tipperary, a separate county within the County of Tipperary that had its own sheriffs and MPs in the Irish parliament. After the Jacobite rising in 1715, James Butler, 2nd Duke of Ormond, was accused of treason and fled to France, and in 1716 the Palatinate was abolished under the County Palatine of Tipperary Act and Tipperary became one county, under the name of the County of Tipperary.


In 1838, the county was divided into two ridings and in 1898 these became separate administrative counties, with separate county councils, South Tipperary and North Tipperary. In 2014 the two counties merged under the Local Government Reform Act to form a single Tipperary County Council that has forty councillors elected from five municipal districts. Tipperary is known as the ‘Premier County’, a term attributed to Thomas Davis, the editor of The Nation newspaper in the 1840s, as a tribute to the people’s strong nationalistic feeling. He maintained that, ‘Where Tipperary leads, Ireland follows.’


MAIN EVENTS


AD






	c. 400

	Christianity was introduced and monasteries were established throughout Ireland.






	432

	Believed to be the date that St Patrick arrived in Cashel.






	528

	Death of St Albie, first bishop and patron saint of Munster and founder of Emly monastery. Tradition states that he preached Christianity in Munster before the arrival of St Patrick.






	548

	Plague epidemic devastated Ireland.






	618

	Death of Fingen mac Áedo Duib, also known as Fingen Flann, King of Munster.






	664

	An outbreak of plague killed thousands of people across Ireland.






	755

	The stone high crosses at Ahenny were sculptured in a style inspired by earlier wood and metal crosses.






	795

	The first Viking raids on Ireland.






	848

	The Eóganachta Clan defeat the Vikings at Dún Maile Tuile, near Cashel, where 500 were killed.






	908

	Cormac Mac Cuilennáin, Bishop of Cashel and King of Munster, was defeated and killed by Flann Sionna, King of Ireland, during the Battle of Ballaghmoon. Cormac was the author of the Psalter of Cashel, which he requested in his will to be preserved at Cashel for information to future generations. He also bequeathed 40oz of gold and silver, numerous gold and silver chalices, silken vestments, ornamented Mass books and other valuable articles to various churches.






	941

	The birth of Brian Boru at Killaloe, County Clare.






	951

	Death of Brian Boru’s father, Cennétig mac Lorcáin. The kingship of Tuadmumu was passed to Brian’s older brother, Mathgamain (Mahon).






	968

	The Battle of Sulcoit was fought at Soloheadbeg, where the Dál gCais, led by Brian Boru and his brother Mathgamain, King of Thomond, defeated the Norse Vikings led by King Ivar of Limerick. It was a ruthless and bloody battle that lasted from dawn until dusk, after which the Dál gCais pursued the Vikings back to their stronghold, ‘beheading many along the way’, which they seized. It was also Brian Boru’s first major victory and marked the end of the Norse expansion in Ireland.






	976

	Mathgamain was killed by Máel Maud mac Brian, of the Eóganacht sept, a rival for the kingship of Munster and Brian Boru replaced him as Dál gCais king.






	977

	The inauguration of Brian Boru as King of Munster, took place at Cashel.






	1002

	Brian Boru was acknowledged as Ard Rí, High King of Ireland, ending the 600-year reign of the Uí Néills in Leinster.






	1014

	Brian Boru was killed during the battle of Clontarf near Dublin.






	1101

	The first synod of Cashel. The Rock of Cashel and its lands were granted to the Church by King Muirchertach UaBriain, great-grandson of Brian Boru.






	1127–34

	Cormac McCarthy, King of Munster, built a church on the Rock of Cashel, known as Cormac’s Chapel.






	1172

	Second Synod of Cashel. It was assembled at the request of King Henry II, shortly after his arrival in Ireland the previous year in 1171.






	1174

	Battle of Thurles. The Normans, commanded by Richard de Clare, more commonly known as Strongbow, suffered their first major defeat. Nearly 1,700 of their men were killed when they were ambushed by the Irish army. Strongbow and the remainder of his forces fled to Waterford.






	1177

	Prince John, son of King Henry II of England, was appointed Lord of Ireland at the age of 9.






	1182

	Holycross Abbey was founded by Dónal Mór Ó Briain, King of Limerick.






	1185

	Prince John arrived in Ireland and was warmly greeted by the Irish Chieftains at Waterford. The young prince and his equally youthful entourage reputedly mocked the chieftains’ style of dress and pulled their beards. The prince granted unconquered Irish lands to Norman lords and built castles at Lismore, Tibberaghny and Ardfinnan in Tipperary.






	1211

	The county of Tipperary was established, named after the town of Tipperary.






	1310

	King Edward II issued a murage grant to the ‘bailiffs and good men’ of Tipperary town.






	1328

	James Butler, Earl of Ormond, was granted a Palatinate in Tipperary, with Clonmel as its capital. The earls maintained control for nearly 400 years.






	1348

	The arrival of the Bubonic Plague or Black Death in Ireland. Mortality was high, especially in the rich agricultural areas of Tipperary that were densely populated, where lands, manors and villages were abandoned.






	1516

	Clonmel was successfully besieged by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Garrett Óg Fitzgerald, 8th Earl of Kildare.






	1536

	The Irish Parliament declared King Henry VIII the head of the Church of Ireland.






	1581

	Dermot O’Hurley was appointed Archbishop of Cashel. Two years later, he was accused of an anti-Government plot and was arrested and imprisoned, where he was brutally tortured. His legs and feet were placed in tin boots filled with oil and then boiled over a roaring fire, until ‘the flesh fell off and left the bone bare’. However, he still refused to embrace Protestantism and was hanged on a tree outside the walls of Dublin and buried in St Kevin’s Church. In 1992, he and sixteen other Irish Catholic Martyrs were beatified by Pope John Paul II.






	1603

	Donal Cam, chieftain of the O’Sullivan Beara, undertook an epic march in the middle of winter from the Beara peninsula in Co. Cork to seek refuge in Co. Leitrim, after he lost his lands and cattle, following the Irish and Spanish defeat at the Battle of Kinsale at the hands of the English. Accompanied by around 1,000 men, women and children, O’Sullivan Beare marched through various hostile towns and villages in Tipperary. They finally reached their destination with only thirty-five people remaining, the rest having either settled along the route of the march, starved or been killed by enemies.






	1647

	Sack of Cashel, also known as the Massacre of Cashel. Parliamentarian forces under Murrough O’Brien, 1st Earl of Inchiquin, stormed the Rock of Cashel, and showed no mercy when they burnt down the defences, murdering soldiers, civilians and priests. Many tried to take refuge in the cathedral, but were slaughtered and the church was desecrated. The town was burned and several thousand inhabitants were killed in the massacre. Amongst the dead was Catholic scholar Theobald Stapleton, the author of Catechismus seu doctrina christiana latino-hibernica, the first book where Irish was printed in Roman font and intended to encourage the use of Irish in religious literature.






	1649

	Oliver Cromwell and his New Model Army arrived in Dublin and began his campaign to conquer Ireland. He carried out brutal attacks on Drogheda, Wexford and Kilkenny before finally advancing to Clonmel for what would be his last battle in Ireland.






	1650

	The Siege of Clonmel. Cromwell advanced towards Clonmel in the spring, but was met with fierce resistance from the town’s commander, Hugh Dubh O’Neill and his garrison. The siege lasted three weeks before the town surrendered on reasonable terms with Cromwell, who then returned to England, leaving his son-in-law, General Henry Ireton in command.






	1651

	Death of Terence Albert O’Brien, the last Bishop of Emly. He put up a strong resistance with the people during the Siege of Limerick and was found administering to the fever-stricken people when Henry Ireton’s army entered the city. Following the surrender, he was denied a pardon, was arrested and executed a few days later and his head was impaled on the spikes of St John’s Gate, near Garryowen. He was one of the sixteen Irish martyrs beatified by Pope John Paul II many years later in 1992.






	1661

	James Butler was created Duke of Ormond and appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.






	1666

	Erasmus Smith, a London alderman and philanthropist, was granted land across Ireland under the Cromwellian settlement, including 21,067 acres in Tipperary, part of which he used to build his schools. King Charles II granted Erasmus Smith the right to hold markets in Tipperary town.






	1667

	Sir Peter Pett, Advocate General for Ireland and MP for Askeaton, planned to introduce woollen manufacture into Ireland and this was carried out by the Lord Lieutenant, the Duke of Ormond. To provide sufficient numbers of skilled workers, he invited 500 families of the Walloon Weavers from Canterbury, England.






	1690

	The Charter of the City of Cashel was restored by William III.






	1735

	The death of Fr Edmund Cormack, the last monk of Holycross Abbey.






	1739–41

	Severe weather hit Ireland. The ‘great frost’, which lasted nearly seven weeks, froze the rivers and lakes. At first, the mini Ice Age was a novelty and activities were held on the frozen water. In north Tipperary, the gentry roasted a whole sheep and organised a hurling match on top of 19in of ice on the River Shannon, near Portumna. However, the plummeting temperatures proved to be catastrophic as they continued into a second winter and the wider community suffered crop failure, famine and epidemic. Known as Bliain An Airt, or the ‘Year of the Slaughter’, hundreds of thousands of people perished across the country, with Tipperary being one of the worst-affected counties.






	1761

	A general election was held following the death of King George II. In Tipperary, candidate Thomas Mathew was unseated for being a papist by the Irish House of Commons, following a petition brought against him by his opponent, Sir Thomas Maude.






	1784

	Foster’s Corn Law was passed. Introduced by John Foster, Chancellor of the Exchequer of Ireland, it offered substantial bounties for the export of corn, and imposed heavy duties on corn imports. It helped the milling industry to prosper and additional mills were built in Tipperary.






	1798

	United Irishmen Rebellion. The most widespread of all the Irish rebellions lasted from May to September. The town of Cahir was surrounded by around 1,000 United Irishmen and County Tipperary was placed under martial law. However, activity was sparse in Tipperary due to the brutal treatment of suspected rebels by the High Sheriff, Thomas Judkin Fitzgerald, including imprisonment without trial, public flogging, torture and death. Seven men were arrested and executed for planning to attack Cashel and in a pitched battle, known as the Battle of Carrickoclear, near the mountain of Slievenamon, the United Irishmen rebels were defeated by Government troops.






	1801

	The Act of Union came into effect. Ireland became part of Great Britain, creating the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.






	1815

	Charles Bianconi opened his first horse-drawn coach service between Clonmel and Cahir, which covered a distance of 10 miles.






	1822

	The founding of the Royal Irish Constabulary.






	1829

	Catholic emancipation was granted by a Relief Act, which allowed Catholics to enter parliament and to hold civil and military offices.






	1830–38

	The Tithe War was the most violent campaign against the payment of tithes. There were numerous outbreaks of violence and murder across Tipperary. The tax, which amounted to 10 per cent of the produce of all tillage farming and was paid by all inhabitants regardless of their religious denomination, was bitterly resented, especially by the Catholic population as they felt it was unfair that they should contribute to the upkeep of the established Protestant Church.






	1830

	The first Anglesey Road that connected Newport and Thurles was completed, followed soon after by the second road that connected Nenagh to Tipperary town.






	1831

	Census showed the population of Tipperary grew in ten years from 346,896 to 402,363.
National school system was introduced in Ireland that ensured children could attend a local primary school instead of fee-paying schools or charity schools. Its aim was to ‘unite in one system children of different creeds’.






	1832

	A cholera outbreak claimed thousands of lives across Ireland.






	1835

	Lough Derg Yacht Club was founded, which is allegedly one of the oldest yacht clubs in the world.






	1837

	The population of Tipperary reached a high of 435,553.






	1838

	The Tithe Act passed by British Parliament.
The Poor Relief (Ireland) Act was passed. A system of workhouses was established to alleviate the suffering of the poor in Ireland.
The county was divided into two ridings, North Tipperary and South Tipperary.
Father Theobald Mathew, a native of Thomastown, established the Knights of Father Mathew, a temperance society in Cork that spread rapidly throughout Ireland and later overseas. He became a major worldwide figure in promoting temperance and an estimated 7 million people took the pledge of abstinence under his influence.
The Nenagh Guardian newspaper was founded.






	1839

	Tipperary Poor Law Union was officially declared and covered an area of 326 square miles. There were thirty-two Board of Guardians, representing its twenty electoral divisions. The Tipperary Union workhouse was built on a 6-acre site in the south of the county.
The Night of the Big Wind. Hurricane force winds with gusts of more than 185km/h swept across Ireland. Many homes and buildings were badly damaged or destroyed in Tipperary, and many people were made homeless. In Thurles, thatched roofs were blown from a small row of houses, some of the thatch caught fire from one of the fireplaces and set fire to the surrounding buildings.






	1844

	The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) was founded in Ireland.






	1845–49

	The Great Famine. Almost 70,000 people died in Tipperary. The population declined by two-thirds in the rural areas and by half in the towns.






	1848

	Young Irelander Rebellion, an unsuccessful revolt against British rule, took place at widow McCormack’s house in the village of Ballingarry. A gunfight broke out between the Irish Constabulary and a force of Young Irelanders that lasted several hours until police reinforcements arrived and the Young Irelanders retreated.
The Waterford and Limerick Railway line opened, transporting goods and passengers from Limerick to Tipperary.






	1849

	An Asiatic cholera pandemic spread across Ireland, killing many already starved and weakened by the famine. It claimed more lives in Nenagh than in any of the major cities.






	1852

	Clonmel railway station opened when the W & LR line extended to the town.






	1870

	The Irish Church Act disestablished the Church of Ireland and separated it from the Church of England. It became self-governing with no connection to the Crown or the State.






	1895

	The last recorded witchcraft trial in Ireland took place in Tipperary when Michael Cleary believed his wife Bridget was a changeling and burned her to death.






	1898

	The two ridings of Tipperary became separate administrative counties.






	1906

	Ireland’s first borstal institution was established on the former site of Clonmel County Gaol.






	1908:

	John J. Hayes, son of a baker from Nenagh, won the Olympic Marathon in London and was also the first person to win a marathon over the now official distance of 26 miles, 385 yards (42.195km).






	1909

	The Tipperary Star newspaper was founded.
Association of Secondary Teachers of Ireland (ASTI) was founded. Its founding members included political activist Thomas MacDonagh and Patrick Kennedy from Cloughjordan.
Cloughjordan was one of the first villages in Ireland to provide its own rural electrification scheme.
Tipperary Solicitors’ Bar Association was founded in Roscrea, which to date is one of the oldest bar associations in Ireland.






	1910

	Cahir Park AFC was the first soccer club to be founded in Tipperary and is the oldest junior football club in Ireland.






	1912

	The Irish Labour Party, the oldest political party in Ireland, was founded by James Connolly, James Larkin and William O’Brien at the Irish Trade Union Congress in Clonmel.
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