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  1892-99




  “In the year of our Lord eighteen ninety and two




  John Houlding evicted the blues




  from their Anfield abode




  on the Walton Breck Road




  He was tired of seeing them lose




  Years behind in rent




  all their money was spent




  A bank that held nothing but zeros




  But Houlding instead built a team dressed in red




  Liverpool his Anfield heroes.”




  - John Houlding (to the tune of Irish Rover)




  On Reverend Ben Swift Chambers’ tombstone it says: “In memory of the Reverend Ben Swift Chambers who set the ball rolling that led to

  the birth of Everton and Liverpool Football Clubs.” For nine years, Chambers was minister at St. Domingo’s Methodist Church in the Everton district of Liverpool. The organist at the

  church, George Mahon, a senior partner in accountancy firm Roose, Mahon & Howard, was a keen football fan and he, along with Chambers, formed a football team in 1878 so that the church’s

  cricket team could be active during the winter months. The team that started life as St. Domingo’s was renamed Everton Football Club in November 1879 as so many players in the team were from

  outside the parish, brewer John Houlding, who lived in Stanley House by Stanley Park where Everton played their football, had always had a keen interest in sports of various kinds and in 1881 he

  was appointed President of the club.




  Houlding was born in 1833 at 15 Tenterden Street just off Scotland Road in Liverpool. He lived there with his parents, cow-keeper Thomas and Alice, his older brother Thomas and the youngest

  brother William. John showed some promise at Liverpool College but left school aged only eleven to work as an office boy for Liverpool shipbrokers, Miners & Rae. When his father’s cows

  became sick from cattle plague Thomas Sr. had to get a job at a local brewery to make ends meet; John left the shipbrokers office to look after the cows.




  At twenty, John started working at Green & Clarkson’s brewery in Soho Street as a drayman, delivering beer to the public houses. A diligent worker, he worked his way through the

  company until he was appointed chief brewer, acting as engineer and book-keeper as well. In 1864 John had saved a tidy sum and with the aid of a mortgage bought a public house. Five years later, he

  bought a second one.




  In 1871 John Houlding set up his own brewery at Tynemouth Street, Houl ding’s Brewery Co. Ltd., and made his fortune selling his Beacon Ale and Amber Ale. John ran the brewery until his

  death in 1902. When the company was liquidated in 1939 by Ind Coope & Allsop Ltd. it owned 21 public houses.




  “King John of Everton”, as he became known in the Press, began his career in public life in 1872 when he became Chairman of the Everton branch of the Conservative Association. He was

  Conservative Councillor for Everton and Kirkdale from 1884 and, on the extension of the city’s boundaries in 1895, he was raised to the bench of Aldermen. Houlding was on the management

  committee of Stanley Hospital, second President of The Anfield Bicycle Club and President of the English Baseball Association. He was an Orangeman and Grand Master, second in Freemason seniority

  only to the King himself and Lord Mayor of Liverpool from 1897-98 where he served “in a way that was above criticism and gained for him much esteem.”




  Houlding also played an important role in Everton Football Club’s rise to prominence. Everton moved from Stanley Park to a ground at the corner of Priory Road and Arkles Lane in 1883 but

  only lasted there one season when it turned out that the land’s owner, Mr. Cruitt, disliked the noisy atmosphere surrounding the matches. Houlding was instrumental in renting a new land for

  the club to play on between Anfield Road and Walton Breck Road on which Everton made their debut on 28 September 1884. Everton’s new home simply became known as Anfield after the district it

  was situated in.




  Joseph Orrell Jr., who inherited the land from his father in 1883, put it up for sale in 1885. Houlding bought Anfield from Joseph for £5,400 which, including legal costs, amounted to a

  total of £6,000. Houlding used £2,000 of his own money to purchase the ground and took a £4,000 mortgage on which he paid 3% interest. The contract stipulated that Houlding

  should make a yearly donation to Stanley Hospital in the name of Orrell and that the land on the perimeter of the Anfield ground that Joseph’s uncle, Brewer John Orrell, owned should be left

  alone in case of a future construction of an access road that Houlding should partake in building. This contractual clause later played a big role in the split between Houlding and Everton.




  It has been speculated that the real reasons behind the split were that the anti-Houlding side were Liberals wanting a more democratic structure instead of the Conservative Houlding’s

  autocratic way of handling matters. Another theory is that Houlding’s opponents were part of the Temperance Movement and vehemently opposed to his role in the drinks trade. “Community

  Politics in Liverpool and the Governance of Professional Football in the Late Nineteenth Century” (David Kennedy and Michael Collins) and”1892:The Split of Everton FC” (David

  Kennedy) are recommended reading, but in this analysis of events the focus will be on the financial aspects of the split between Everton and “King John”.




  Everton initially rented Anfield from Houlding for £100 per year, but things came to a head in the summer of 1888 when he wanted 4% of the original £6,000 paid for the ground, or £240 per year, leaving some of Everton’s Board members feeling he was more interested in profiting from the club rather than being a benefactor.




  Were Houlding’s demands so unreasonable? He asked the Board to consider he was paying £120 per year in interest on the £4,000 loan, which the £100 rent didn’t

  even cover. The club had grown in popularity since he became involved and gate receipts had only been around £60 in the 1883/84 season, compared with £1,456 in 1886/87 and £2,111 the subsequent season. Houlding had also invested £370 from his own money to buy new stands, turnstiles and improve general conditions at Anfield for the upcoming season.




  Why shouldn’t Houlding reap from what he had sown? The reason he asked for increased rent at this juncture was probably greatly influenced by Everton’s decision in April 1888 to join

  the newly-formed Football League. No doubt he expected a sizeable increase in attendance when Everton featured alongside eleven other clubs in the first season of the League, which kicked off in

  September 1888. Indeed Everton’s accounts show the club’s gate receipts doubled in the first League season to £4,328, increasing to £5,188 in the 1889/90 season and

  £6,268 in the 1890/91 season.




  Houlding told the assembly at Everton’s general meeting in July 1888 that he didn’t wish to financially cripple the club and in conclusion it was agreed 8 to pay him £150 per

  year (2.5% of his £6000 original outlay) and increase it by a further 1.5% (£90) if the surplus at the end of the season would warrant such a payment.




  The team was very successful under Houlding’s presidency. Everton finished eighth in the Leagues debut season and were runners-up in 1889/90. Anfield, which had a capacity of 18, 000-20,

  000 was a worthy home to a Football League side, as described in the Football Field in December 1888: “The enclosure now bears the resemblance of a huge circus, with its two immense

  galleries, rising tier above tier, and its covered stands stretching the length of the ground on the one side, and for the greater part of that distance on the other. Every inch of available space

  was utilised, and the spectacle was of a most imposing description.” Everton ended Preston North End’s dominance by winning the League in the 1890/91 season.




  In the summer of 1891 it became evident that John Orrell, who still owned the land adjacent to the ground, wanted to run a road through a strip of his land on which Everton had built their new

  main stand. How Everton didn’t know this spot was part of Orrell’s land is open to conjecture, the reality was that the club could not tear down the stands and had to resolve this

  urgent matter.




  A special General Meeting was called on 15 September 1891 to discuss Houlding’s proposal to make Everton into a limited company creating 12, 000 £1 shares so the club could afford to

  buy the Anfield ground from him and the whole of Orrell’s land for a total of £4,875 cash and a, £6,000 mortgage on 4% interest. George Mahon and William Robert Clayton, who

  joined the Board in 1888 and was elected Everton’s Chairman in 1898, opposed this scheme vigorously. Clayton consulted a land agent who said that the land was now only worth 4s. 6d. per yard

  and that Houlding’s valuation of 7s. 6d. per yard was “ridiculous.” This would mean Everton would have to raise £10,000–£12,000.




  Orrell was prepared to abandon his plans if the club would pay him £100 for the rent of his land for the present season and on payment of £120 a year in advance, Everton would get

  use of his grounds for ten years, which the club could use for training purposes. Houlding was happy for Everton to keep playing on his ground so long as the club would continue to pay him rent of

   £250 per year. Mahon didn’t consider it financially viable for the club to pay a total of £370 a year to keep on playing at Anfield and to have a training ground on

  Orrell’s land. Mahon’s followers and Houlding’s sympathisers on the Board were heading for a serious collision.




  At a meeting on 12 October 1891 in the lecture hall of the College at Shaw Street a letter from Houlding was read to the audience:




  

    

      

        “Mr. John Orrell has given me notice that he intends to exercise his right to make the road on the north side of the football field, one half namely, 18 feet of the breadth, of

        which must be constructed out of my land, and one half out of his. The enclosure and stands, which have been erected, on sufferance, by private subscription, extend over the 18 feet

        contributed by me, and I am required by Mr. Orrell to remove them forthwith. Under these circumstances, it is with extreme regret that I am compelled to give you notice, which I hereby do,

        that you must give up possession of the piece of land, situated between Anfield Road and Walton Breck Road, used as a football ground, with the approaches thereto, after the close of the

        present season, namely on April 30th, 1892.”


      


    


  




  Mahon announced he had got a reasonable offer of a more suitable piece of land, Mere Green Field, at Goodison Road for £50 rent per year. He further instructed that “a special

  committee be appointed to inquire into the whole matter of the ground, the terms on which the present ground [Houlding’s] and the adjoining field [Orrell s] can be rented or purchased, and

  also the terms on which new grounds [Goodison Road] can be obtained.”




  Notes from Everton’s board meetings in the next few months show several attempts were made to reach a compromise. Clayton argued that if they would take into account the £5,400

  paid by Houlding for Anfield, 4% of that would be £216. He felt it was unfair to pay 4% interest on the frontage of the ground that Everton did not use. That would leave only £4,500

  Houlding paid for the playing ground, 4% of which was £180 per year. Consequently he proposed: “That we offer Mr. Houlding £180 per annum for the ground used by the Everton

  Football Club, on lease for 10 years, rent to be paid quarterly in advance. The tenants to have the option of purchase of the land @ 7/6 per yard, such purchase to be arranged between now and April

  30, 94.”




  Houlding’s spokesman, John McKenna, reiterated that they had been told time after time that Houlding would not accept £180 and not alter his conditions “one iota.”

  McKenna felt personal animosity towards Houlding was behind this proposition (which met with cries of “No, no” and “Withdraw”). Clayton called McKenna an

  “irresponsible official.”




  Mahon put forth a proposition that Everton should rent the Goodison Road site for £50 a year as Houlding was not going to compromise. That was agreed by a large majority, but Houlding

  was given seven days to lower the rent from £250 to £180. Clayton proposed a limited liability company should be formed to prevent any future loss having too much effect on each of

  Everton’s members. Vice-Chairman Mr. William E. Barclay, who had chaired the meeting, was unhappy with the result and tendered his resignation four days later.




  Everton’s Board sent a registration for its own limited liability company with a capital of £500. However, the club’s registration was temporarily rejected as Houlding had

  just registered his own company in Somerset House with a very similar name to “The Everton Football Club Limited”, namely “The Everton Football Club and Athletic Grounds Company

  Limited”. Houlding made his move as quickly as he could after the meeting on 25 January, when Everton’s Board agreed to register its company. Two companies could not share the Everton

  name. The gloves were now officially off!




  Houlding stated in the prospectus that:




  

    

      

        “This Company had been formed for the purpose of carrying on a Football and Athletic club in all its branches, and for acquiring the valuable freehold property known as the E

        VERTON FOOTBALL GROUND, containing about 13, 600 square yards of land, and also about 9, 700 square yards of freehold land adjoining to the North and West, owned by Mr. JOHN ORRELL which it

        is acknowledged will together make one of the finest Football Grounds in the United Kingdom.




        “The addition of Mr. ORRELL’S ground will enable the Company to add Cycling and Running tracks, so that the Company’s ground can be used for Athletics Sports all year

        round. The Vendors, Mr. John Houlding and Mr. John Orrell have agreed to sell their land, Mr. Houlding’s containing about 13, 600 yards, and Mr. Orrell’s about 9,700, together

        23, 300 yards at 7/6per yard — £8,737 10s.”


      


    


  




  The anonymous “X” wrote in Houlding’s defence in the Field Sports on 15 February 1892:




  

    

      

        “The odd members, the backbone of the club in its dark days, who know him as a man of integrity, honour and generous disposition, are with him to a man and are also determined to

        stand by him in the present crisis. But unfortunately the general body of the members appear to have been led or misled by the vapouring and plausibility of a few irresponsible individuals

        who joined the club long after Mr. Moulding purchased the ground, and when financial success was assured —men who have never contributed a penny to the funds beyond their entrance fee

        and annual subscription.”


      


    


  




  Chairman George Mahon occupied the Presidents chair at the meeting in the Presbyterian School in Royal Street, but, according to the Liverpool Echo:




  

    

      

        “As the proceedings were about to begin, Mr. John Moulding, the President, entered the room and was vociferously cheered by a section of the members. The Chairman, seeing that

        their President was present, thought he himself ought to occupy the position of an ordinary committeeman, and to ask him to take the Chair.




        Mr. Moulding. — “I cannot hear.”




        The Chairman. — “I have asked you, as President of the club, to take the chair [cheers],”




        Mr. Moulding. — “I am here on trial, and a criminal never takes the chair, he stops in the dock” [series of ‘Oh’ and a voice: ‘Best place for

        him!’]




        The Chairman remarked that, seeing Mr. Moulding had declined to take the chair, it was his duty to fill that position.” [cheers]


      


    


  




  John McKenna tried to talk to the assembled on behalf of Houlding but was met with cries of “Lie down, McKenna!” and “Traitor!”




  Mahon confirmed that the Football Association council had forbidden Houlding to use the word Everton in his new company’s title “which practically knocked the new company on the

  head.” Loud applause followed. The council had passed the following resolution in February: “That this council, in accordance with its past decisions will not recognise or accept the

  membership of any club bearing a name similar to the one already affiliated with the Association.”




  Everton also had to address Houlding’s attempted takeover of the club, announced in his prospectus from 26 January which is here quoted:




  

    

      

        “The Company propose that in the event of Everton Football Club agreeing to amalgamate with the company, on or before the 15 March 1892, each member of the said club at the date

        of such amalgamation [in the whole not exceeding 500 members] shall be entitled upon application to have allotted to him one fully paid up share in the company free of charge. “Mahon

        ridiculed Houlding’s promise and claimed that members “should be entitled to at least seven or eight shares [‘Hear, hear’ and applause],”


      


    


  




  Everton’s Board wanted to get rid of its members who had been party to founding Houlding’s new company, so Clayton made the following proposition: “That Messrs John Houlding,

  Alexander Nisbet and Thomas C. Howarth having lost the confidence of the members of the club, be respectively removed from the presidency and the Committee.” He claimed that this was not done

  “from spite and spleen” and was simply “a matter of business.”To loud applause and hooting, he added Houlding was not “worthy of holding the position of President of

  this club.”




  Houlding felt unfairly treated and told the gathering that when he received Orrell’s final notice to clear off his land he had brought a prospectus before Everton’s Board that the

  club form a company and buy the ground, as he didn’t want the liability of buying another 10, 000 yards of land to replace Anfield. He said it was well received by some of the board members,

  yet at the general meeting afterwards those who had previously agreed with his propositions had turned against him and the majority voted against the company.




  Houlding also responded to the assertion that he had never paid for the Everton ground by producing a document that showed he did indeed pay £5,228, 11s. 11d., to be precise, for Anfield

  [interestingly not £5,400 as he had claimed so far.]




  Houlding and Everton FC finally went their separate ways when of the estimated 400 present, only 18 voted in Houlding’s favour.




  This whole sorry matter was discussed in the Liverpool Echo on 19 March 1892. The writer was clearly not sympathetic towards Houlding by praising Mahon and his followers for getting rid

  of essentially a “One man government” at Everton:




  

    

      

        “To submit Mr. Houlding to such ungracious and ungenerous conduct at a public meeting might appear an outrage to some people, but when the two sides of the matter have been

        impartially dealt with the question might be asked, has Mr. Houlding not invited it by his own dogmatic and not too courteous conduct towards the club and the committee?!...




        “The fact is Mr. Houlding had come to look upon the Everton club as his own property, to do with just as he pleased, and up to within a couple of years he presided over a

        committee who only looked through spectacles of his own making and he accordingly ‘Ruled the roost.’”


      


    


  




  The birth of Liverpool Football Club




  Houlding had a big stadium but no team and decided to create his own to rival Everton FC. Rule 1 of Houlding’s new club stated: “That

  the club be called the Liverpool Football Club and shall play under the rules of the Football Association.”




  Houlding was President, Edwin Berry Chairman and William E. Barclay Secretary. John McKenna was alongside Barclay in charge of team affairs. Houlding was forced to change the name of his new

  company, due to the Football Association council’s ruling, from “Everton Football Club and Athletic Grounds Company, Limited” to “Liverpool Football Club and Athletic

  Grounds Company, Limited,” which was officially registered on 3 June 1892.




  Some felt Houlding was harshly treated by Everton considering his financial muscle had enabled the club’s success. The Athletic and Dramatic News on 5 April 1892 surmised:

  “Personally we should much like to see the new combination boom, if only to prove to Mr. Houlding that, although he has been, all things considered badly treated by his colleagues, the

  football loving public of Liverpool have not forgotten his great services in the cause of their pastime.”




  The first game at Anfield under Houlding’s presidency was a friendly against Midland League side Rotherham Town on 1 September 1892. Houlding was praised for his efforts in the match

  programme: “To know him is to like him, though there are some who are hostile to him, because they never tried to know him. He is a man of energy, determination, and honesty of purpose, and

  under his presidency the Liverpool Club is sure to prosper, the same way the Everton Club did.”




  Houlding put his faith in Ulsterman John McKenna to assemble a good enough team for Liverpool for the club’s debut season. Houlding had got to know McKenna through the Orange Order and

  they had struck a firm friendship. McKenna was known for helping Liverpool’s poor people and took a great interest in players’ welfare, reflected in him becoming the Football

  League’s chairman in 1910 — a position he held for no less than 26 years.




  “Honest John” was also a hard-nosed businessman, who didn’t suffer fools lightly and his “military bearing and staccato voice” got him far, as the Liverpool

  Echo reported when he clashed with a Manchester City director: “When the director entered the Liverpool boardroom vehemently declaring that City had been robbed of the game, McKenna

  immediately called for quiet using his well-known phrase ‘A moment, please, a moment.’ He then proceeded to ask the director if he knew what the word ‘robbed’ meant. Did he

  believe the referee was a thief? He promptly proceeded to insist on the director making an apology in the presence of everyone in the room.”




  William E. Barclay, who was Houlding’sVice-President at Everton, stuck by his boss and worked beside McKenna, taking care of administrative affairs and training. Barclay was so described

  at the time: “A great enthusiast in football management. Is a most successful organiser, a fine judge of the great game and knows everybody in the football world. Few men have travelled so

  much to football matches as he. One of Mr. John Houlding’s staunchest supporters. He is the successful Head Master of the Industrial Schools, Everton Crescent, and is, further, widely known

  and everywhere esteemed. An able man all-round.”




  McKenna searched mainly in Scotland for cheap talent and signed several quality players. Two Scotsmen, Duncan McLean and Tom Wyllie, decided to follow in the footsteps of Houlding and leave

  Everton. Andrew Hannah, who joined from Renton, had previously featured in Everton’s 1891 League Championship-winning team and was quite a catch for the Anfielders.”Hannah will act as

  captain and his power of developing players is so well known that the Liverpool club are fortunate in having secured the man who did so much towards improving the all-round play of the Everton

  team,” recorded The Birmingham Daily Post on 6 June 1892.




  Houlding’s new club was progressing well, wrote the Liverpool Mercury on the eve of their first season:




  

    

      

        “Liverpool have not been idle, and in their endeavours to get together a team that will sustain the tradition of the Anfield-road enclosure, have enjoyed much success. The main

        object of Liverpool will be to come out prominently in the English cup competition for which they have entered, and in the Lancashire Cup contest, in connection with which they have been

        drawn with Southport Central, the tie to be played off at Anfield on September 17. They are in the Lancashire League, and mil meet several League teams, including Blackburn Rovers, Burnley,

        Notts. County, Stoke and Darwen: and an interesting event of the season will be the visit of Corinthians on April 3. If Liverpool come out of these principal matches with credits they mil of

        course stand a good chance of securing a place in the League next year — this will be their incentive.”


      


    


  




  It is no wonder that the team originally known as The Anfielders” came to be known as “Team of the Macs,” due to the number of Scottish players. Field Sports gave a further

  description of the qualities of the newly formed Liverpool team:




  

    

      

        “The position of goal-keeper is perfectly safe in the hands of Sidney Ross. His display in the practice matches stamps him as one of the finest custodians who ever appeared in a

        team. The backs are also a fine pair. The merits of Andrew Hannah are well known both as skipper and also as a player, and his mature judgement, together with excellent defensive tactics,

        makes him most invaluable. Duncan McLean, the other back, has not the finish possessed by Hannah. Still he is a most enthusiastic player, and no doubt with tuition from his partner will

        eventually become equally safe. The line of halfbacks are a splendid trio. Young Kelso is as like his older brother, Bob, in play as he is in features, and great things are expected from him.

        McQue, the centre half, is a finely built young fellow, with superb tackling powers and excellent judgement of the ball, and it is certain that Celtic’s loss will prove again to

        Liverpool. McBride, who will be entrusted with the defence of the left wing, is a player of the first water. Although diminutive in stature, he possesses a wonderful amount of strength, and

        never knows when he is beaten.




        “But it is the forwards who carry off the palm. Their attack is most formidable, and when fairly under way they will be difficult to stop. Wyllie is as speedy as ever, and if kept

        in his own position will prove as effective as any player in the kingdom. Smith, the ex-Sunderland man, is a grand acquisition, possessing rare speed and good dribbling powers, and if he does

        not develop selfish tendencies he and Wyllie will make an excellent wing. J. Miller is an ideal centre, and no man has earned such high praise as Miller has done since he came to Liverpool.

        He is a most unselfish player, feeding his forwards with remarkable accuracy, and when a chance of scoring presents itself his shots are sent with a velocity that gives the goalkeeper little

        chance. The left wingers are both young players, with splendid speed, and combine well together, considering the limited opportunities they have had. McVean is a good shot and a rare dodger.

        Kelvin, who will play outside, is a second Geary, having the speed of a deer and dogged persistency to score. With a team like this together, and with a strong reserve, it is to be hoped the

        defeats will be few and victories many.”


      


    


  




  Liverpool’s application to join the Football League was rejected, which was undoubtedly a blow to the prospects of the newly-formed club. Field Sports claimed someone at Liverpool

  had made an administrative blunder: “Applicants were asked, according to the printed form circulated by the League, to leave themselves open for elections to the Second Division if not

  successful in the vote for the First Division. In the Liverpool Club’s form handed to the meeting this saving clause was struck out, thus leaving the application for the First Division only.

  The League would not have them in the premier list, and consequently, as there was no request left for inclusion in the subordinate ranks, Liverpool are out of it altogether.”




  Liverpool’s first game in the Lancashire League was against Higher Walton at Anfield on 3 September 1892. The match was to kick off at 3.15. Only about 200 spectators turned up to see the

  game begin 45 minutes late, as some of Higher Walton’s players had been taken to Everton’s ground at Goodison Road by mistake. Liverpool lined up with Ross in goal, Hannah and McLean

  were full-backs, McBride, McQue and Pearson half-backs, Wyllie, Smith, McVean, Cameron and Kelvin forwards. John Smith scored Liverpool’s first goal with a “searing shot” after

  brilliant passing between him and Wyllie when 15 minutes had been played. Liverpool dominated the whole match, leading 5-0 at half-time and eventually running out 8-0 winners after “shots

  rained in like hail.” Tom Wyllie was especially praised for “being conspicuous with several plucky runs and grand shots for the goal.” From their first showing, Liverpool was

  clearly a club that meant business “and the work of the whole team showed that they were worthy to meet opponents of a higher calibre.”




  Liverpool’s Board was no doubt pleased with the number of people attending the club’s second League match against Bury at home.The Liverpool Echo reported that “the

  reputation of the Lancashire cupholders [Bury] and the prospect of a stiff game drew together a capital attendance, there being about 4, 000 spectators on the ground when the players trod the field

  at four o’clock. Hannah won the toss, and set his opponents to face the sun.”




  John Miller, who had been missing from the opening game, scored two goals against Bury helping Liverpool to effectively finish the game at half-time 4-0, the final result being the same. The

  Dumbarton-born Scotsman was only 22-years-old and quickly became one of the team’s key players. He seemed to score goals for fun this season and ended up with 22 goals in 21 League games,

  including three hat-tricks, and wrote his name in the club’s history books by netting five goals in a 7-0 win against Fleetwood Rangers on 3 December, a feat only four players at Liverpool

  have repeated: Andy McGuigan in 1902, John Evans in 1954, Ian Rush in 1983, and Robbie Fowler in 1993. Unfortunately Miller left Liverpool after only one season after demanding an end of season pay

  rise of £100 down and £3 per week, considered an “exorbitant sum” at the time, as every Liverpool player got a bonus for being a resounding success in their local

  Lancashire League. Instead, he joined first division The Wednesday, which The Athletic News concluded, “must be paying him a heavy sum.”




  “A new man — beg pardon, a flag — floated on the old staff, bearing the letters, L.F.A. surmounted with the liver. Right proudly did it wave over the field of battle and seemed

  to beam on its patrons with a hopeful smile,” reported Field Sports on 19 September 1892. Liverpool’s followers were quite optimistic for John Houlding’s side, which

  started its debut season by scoring 33 goals against one in the first six games in the Lancashire League and the FA Cup. The biggest win was 9-0 against Newtown in an FA Cup second qualifier.

  Liverpool finally met some resistance at Raikes Hall Gardens on 5 November and were outclassed 3-0 by Blackpool, who proved to be their main League rival.




  The Scottish McQueen brothers from Harthill in Lanarkshire, Matt and Hugh, made their debuts in the 9-0 win against Newtown after arriving from Leith Athletic in October. Both brothers missed

  the game on 26 November against Rossendale because Hugh was getting married in Scotland. It seems unlikely that Liverpool’s current manager would allow any of his first eleven to get married

  on matchday!




  Matt McQueen is one of the biggest names in the history of the club. He played in all positions in his time at Liverpool, even 41 games in goal. When he got his much deserved benefit match, the

  Liverpool Mercury described him “as honest and gentlemanly a footballer as ever came into Liverpool.” After joining the Liverpool Board he managed the club from 1923-1928.The

  highlight was when he steered Liverpool to the League Championship in 1923, having taken over from David Ashworth in mid-season.




  After Liverpool’s second loss at the hands of Blackpool on 17 December, Bury were top with 18 points (nine won – two lost) but had played two more games than Blackpool in second with

  16 points (eight won – one lost) and Liverpool in third with 14 points (seven won – two lost).




  Four rounds later in mid-January Liverpool had caught up with Bury after winning four League games in a row, amongst them a 2-1 win over Heywood Central in six inches of snow as no one had

  cleared the field of play!




  Liverpool had won eleven out of thirteen League games in total but drew for the first time 0-0 on 14 January against West Manchester away and lost the succeeding game, a vital game at the top,

  against Bury 3-0. This was Liverpool’s final loss of the season and they scored 20 goals in their last seven League games, winning six. Not even the loss of goalkeeper Sidney Ross through

  injury for the last four games of the season knocked them out of their stride. Matt McQueen, who had scored two goals for Liverpool in the 3-0 win against Nelson the week previous, took

  Ross’s place in goal. Matt was truly a unique utility player. Ross’s injury was so serious he never turned out for Liverpool again.




  Despite Liverpool’s progress in the last few weeks of the season Blackpool seemed destined for the title. Liverpool had played all of their 22 games but Blackpool had one game left against

  Southport Central, who had lost 13 out of 21 League games. If Blackpool would win or draw they would conquer the Lancashire League but, surprisingly, they lost 1 -0! Both teams collected 36 points

  from a possible 44, winning 17, drawing two and losing three. Blackpool had a better goal difference, 82-31 = +51 against Liverpool’s 66-19 = +47, but in this era League positions were

  decided by goal average -goals for divided by goals against and Liverpool won the Lancashire League because of a goal average of 3.4, Blackpool had 2.6.




  Liverpool had managed quite a feat, winning the Lancashire League at the first attempt. The treasurer, Mr. Smith, presented the club with the 200 ounce League trophy at The Sandon Hotel, where

  the annual meeting of the Lancashire Football League took place. This establishment was owned by Houlding and served as the club’s headquarters, as it had previously Everton’s. Mr.

  Smith “spoke of the unexampled success which had been obtained by Liverpool in the first year of its existence.” Houlding replied on behalf of the club: “The credit of the

  club’s success was no doubt due to excellent management exercised by the committee.”




  A potentially dramatic game loomed on the horizon, which would conclude Liverpool’s first season. How appropriate that their adversary in the Liverpool Senior Cup final would be Everton.

  Their first ever derby took place on 22 April 1893 on Booties ground in front of 10, 000 people. First division Everton were considered more likely to win but Houlding was determined to show his

  old team the might of his new one.




  Predictably the players didn’t give an inch and the battle became quite heated. The referee had a word with Joe McQue for being too enthusiastic. Liverpool took the lead roughly 30 minutes

  into the game and to add insult to injury it was former Everton player, Tom Wyllie, who scored with a hard, low shot past Williams. The match ended in controversial circumstances as Everton

  demanded a penalty after a Liverpool defender had fisted the ball away in the penalty area. Referee Herbie Arthur consulted his linesman and then awarded a drop-ball which was kicked clear and then

  the final whistle went.




  Everton protested against the result, and complained about “the general incompetence of the referee” and Liverpool were not presented with the trophy after the match amid the

  controversy. Their appeal was later dismissed, and the Liverpool Senior Cup was presented to them.




  Liverpool had won the Lancashire League and the Liverpool Senior Cup in their club’s inaugural season. But on Friday 1 September 1893, one day before Liverpool played their first ever

  Second Division game, both cups were stolen from the pawnshop of Mr. Charles Gibson in Paddington, Liverpool where they were on display. The club had to pay £130 to replace them.




  In the 1893 General Meeting of the Football League it was decided to increase the number of League clubs, but Liverpool’s request for a First Division place was turned down again. John

  McKenna jumped the gun and sent an unauthorised telegram in the name of secretary Barclay, for them to be admitted into Second Division. Later that night a telegram arrived from the Football

  League, saying: “Liverpool elected. Come to London to decide fixture list tomorrow at three o’clock.” Liverpool had been admitted following the demise of their more illustrious

  neighbours, Bootle.




  Yet Liverpool had lost both of their main goalscorers, John Miller (25 goals) to The Wednesday and Tom Wyllie (15 goals) to Bury and would struggle for goals in the Second Division if

  replacements were not found.




  Malcolm McVean, who netted 12 goals the season previous, scored the club’s first ever League goal in a 2-0 win over Middlesbrough Ironopolis in the first game of the season. Liverpool

  scored plenty of goals as they took the Second Division by storm, and were undefeated, winning all 14 home games, as well as eight on the road. 22-year-old James Stott, who arrived from

  Middlesbrough, was on fire, scoring 14 goals in 17 games in his only season at Anfield. Thomas Bradshaw also boosted the forward line on his arrival from Northwich Victoria with 10 goals in 18

  games. He wrote his name in Liverpool’s history books by becoming the club’s first international player 20 when he made his England debut on 20 February 1897 against Ireland.




  Liverpool competed for the first time in the FA Cup proper, having failed to reach the first round in the club’s inaugural season, winning two qualifiers, but losing their third against

  Northwich Victoria. Liverpool, now a Second Division team, went straight into the first round, facing second division Grimsby on 27 January, beating them easily 3-0. Next up in the cup was the

  formidable Preston North End team. Preston, champions in the first-ever League season in 1888/89 without losing a single game, were nicknamed “The Invincibles”.They won the League the

  following year but had finished as runners-up for three years running and were FA Cup semi-finalists the previous season. Liverpool had never faced such an illustrious opponent and was without a

  doubt the club’s biggest game so far.




  Liverpool began the long awaited battle with pace and power:




  

    

      

        “The ‘Blue and White’ monopolised the greater part of the game, and, if not showing such scientific and pretty play as their more renowned rivals, were by far the most

        effective and dangerous team, especially during the second half Dame Fortune bestowed one of her rather unlooked-for favours in the shape of a goal to Liverpool when the game was but four

        minutes old.”


      


    


  




  The match lived up to everybody’s expectations, each team hitting the woodwork after Henderson’s fourth minute goal for Liverpool. The home team scored again but Preston responded

  straight away through Ross. 2-1, the half-time score, Preston’s scorer a future captain of Liverpool.




  Becton, another player who later joined Liverpool, equalised for Preston in the second half and the atmosphere at Anfield was at a boiling point. Preston were outplayed at times and Henderson

  scored the winner for Liverpool after a “most sensational game.”




  Liverpool faced another First Division team in Bolton in the cup two weeks later. The club was going places and the Liverpool Mercury’s reporter was suitably impressed. “The

  career of no football club has been followed with such interest as that of Liverpool,” he concluded. “By its rapid growth and almost phenomenal prosperity the club has risen to a very

  high position, and its fame has caused the eyes of the football world to revert in the direction of the Mersey, and when these young aspirants went to Bolton to contend with the Wanderers, so great

  was their reputation that the largest crowd ever assembled on the Wanderers’ ground eagerly awaited their appearance.” However, the occasion got to the Anfielders and they lost 3-0,

  which proved to be the team’s only defeat of the season.




  Despite losing to Bolton, Liverpool gained invaluable experience playing two top-flight sides. Liverpool won the Second Division comfortably, but that didn’t however guarantee automatic

  promotion and the club had to play a Test match against the First Division’s bottom club, Newton Heath, which later changed its name to Manchester United.




  In the great showdown, Liverpool took the lead midway through the first half from a Gordon header. “Liverpool then racing off in good combination, several good shots sent into Falls, who

  kept a good goal, but was beaten by a grand shot from Bradshaw after some clever passing by the right wing and centre, this second success being well received by the Liverpool supporters,”

  reported the Liverpool Echo. Houlding’s side won 2-0 and would be in the top-flight for the first time.




  “On arriving atTithebarn Street station the team was met by an enormously big and correspondingly enthusiastic crowd,” reported the Liverpool Review of the ensuing celebrations.

  “Different players were carried shoulder high to their special conveyance and after lubrication at the Alexandra Hotel the men drove off to the Sandon where another tremendous reception

  awaited them.”




  Liverpool showed their First Division intent by paying a club record sum of £75 for double League champion inside-right Jimmy Ross from Preston. It was an ambitious signing as Ross was a legend

  at Preston, scoring 18 goals in Preston’s undefeated season and seven goals in a record 26-0 win against Hyde in the 1887/88 season. He was also the League’s top scorer in the 1889/90

  season with 24 goals. He was the younger brother of Preston’s brilliant defender Nick “Demon back” Ross, who died of tuberculosis in 1894, at the age of 31.The transfer

  didn’t go through without a hitch as Nick had evidently on his deathbed made Jimmy promise that he would never leave Preston. This led to “strained and awkward relations” between

  Jimmy and Liverpool for a while. Liverpool had already paid the £75 for Jimmy but he kept his part of the deal and made his Liverpool debut in the fourth game of the season. Sadly, Jimmy

  contracted an acute skin disease, Erysipelas, succumbed to raging fever and passed away aged just 36 years on 12 June, 1902.




  Liverpool started the 1894/95 season by drawing two away games, before playing their first ever First Division game at Anfield against, no less, champions Aston Villa. Liverpool were premiering

  their new main stand, a 22 modest pavilion with a distinctive mock-Tudor central gable. It measured 360 ft. long with eleven rows of seats with a balcony at the back with the roof so placed that

  even in the rear every portion of the ground was visible. 3, 000 spectators could sit there and between the stand and the touchline were three rows which accommodated a further 2, 000.




  Roughly 20, 000 people were in attendance at Anfield, a new record as the previous seasons capacity had been 17, 000. Liverpool were leading 1-0 at half-time from Bradshaw s “magnificent

  shot,” but the Villains scored twice in the second half and celebrated an away win. Liverpool’s rapid rise had been nothing short of incredible, but the team was not quite ready for

  the First Division. Liverpool lost three out of the next five, among them 5-0 against West Bromwich Albion and drew the other two.




  The Liverpool Mercury blamed the malaise on the players not being fit enough.




  

    

      

        “There are some of the team who do not take that care of themselves they should do. They seem to think that if they pay attention to the usual order of training once or twice a

        day the remaining portion of the time is to be spent as they think fit. This is altogether a mistaken notion, and is one some of the players will do well to dispel at once. By now they should

        have found out the truth of the old adage ‘It’s the pace that kills, ’ and the sustained speed at which First League games are carried out is only to be obtained by the most

        assiduous training, and, above all, careful and strict living. Where the team last year used to shine, in finishing so strongly, now is the weakest point of their play, and it behoves the

        whole team to at once bestir themselves and mend this fault, or else they will assuredly kill the goose that lays the golden eggs.”


      


    


  




  The Liverpool players were not the only ones who were criticised for their performances, but also the fans at Anfield.




  

    

      

        “A certain section of the spectators made themselves particularly offensive by the use of foul and filthy language levelled at certain players, and as a matter of consequence

        their displays suffer deterioration, through no fault of their own. It is most unsportsmanlike and altogether un-English in fashion to hurl threats and execrations at those who are powerless

        to reply. The intentional jeers and jibes at one player in particular, when doing his best, cannot come from any fair-minded person who wishes the sport to thrive in this corner of the

        country.”


      


    


  




  Losing four and drawing four wasn’t the ideal preparation for 13 October when Everton and Liverpool faced each other for the first time in the top-flight.”The match will prove a

  memorable one in the annals of local football,” wrote the Echo. “It is really between two branches of the same family, who have been in open hostility in the past, but who now

  join issue in the same sportsmanlike spirit in which any other two organisations, as becomes the dignity of the League, would do. Knowing the players individually as we do, we feel sure if play

  develops any unseemly aspects it will be the fault of the spectators, who are admonished to control their feelings.”




  President Houlding was determined to succeed against his former club and hoped a positive result could turn the club’s fortunes around. The spectators behaved in a civilized manner and a

  huge crowd of44, 000 people saw Everton beat Liverpool 3-0 at a sold-out Goodison Park. As a result Everton were at the top of the League, having won all eight games, but Liverpool were third from

  bottom with only four points.




  The Anfielders finally won their first game of the season on 20 October 2-0 at home against second-from-bottom Stoke, but then lost 5-0 to Aston Villa at Villa Park, 3-0 to Burnley and 3-1 to

  Stoke.




  Everton’s first game at Anfield since the acrimonious split took place on 17 November 1894. “Long before the time fixed for the kick off the ground was well filled, while upon all

  the roads converging Anfieldwards the people, with all descriptions of vehicles, streamed past in one continuous flow,” reported the Liverpool Mercury. “When the game commenced,

  the ground, although extra accommodation had been provided, was packed to the utmost, the crowd being estimated at over 25, 000. Liverpudlians, embracing those who belong to the Everton camp, those

  of the Liverpool camp, and those associated with no camp, were roused to a pitch of unusual excitement.”




  Kelso took the lead for Everton from the penalty spot in the first half. David Hannah, who had arrived two weeks earlier from Sunderland to boost the forward line, equalised for Liverpool in the

  fifty-fifth minute with a “grand shot” which was so magnificent it “almost sent the crowd frantic, even the Evertonians applauding the home team for their gallant play.”

  Everton regained the lead through Latta, but when only a few minutes were left Liverpool were awarded a penalty from which Ross scored. Result 2-2 in a game “that had not a dull

  period.”




  Fans of the “Blue and Whites” hoped this great performance would encourage the team to greater things and Liverpool certainly looked the part 24 in the following game against

  Sunderland at Newcastle Road. McVean and David Hannah scored in the last 10 minutes of the first half and “everyone was aghast and dismayed, and Tom Watson, the genial official and linesman,

  walked about with his broad and usually merry face as long as a fiddle.”Watson, the future Liverpool manager, or “Secretary” as it was called in those days, was encouraged by

  Sunderland’s display in the second half. Liverpool brought two forwards almost back to the half-back line, determined to hang on to their lead but conceded three goals, 3-2 to Sunderland.




  Liverpool’s games were exciting and the team scoring at will at this point, inspired by Hannah’s arrival, Ross’ tactics and Bradshaw’s move to the centre of the forward

  line.The problem was that the team was conceding just as many, three on average, but the “universal question each asked his neighbour was, ‘How is it that such a team as this is at the

  bottom of the League?’”




  Liverpool improved as they entered 1895, beating West Bromwich Albion 4-0 on New Year’s Day but losing 5-0 to The Wednesday four days later. This “farcical show at Olive Grove”

  didn’t put them off track and three straight League wins gave everybody renewed hope.




  Farcical would be a better description of Liverpool’s first round game against Barnsley St Peter’s in the FA Cup on 2 February. Liverpool won the game 2-1 after extra-time, but as

  the Liverpool Daily Post reported: “At the close of the game, the Barnsley officials laid a protest with the referee in accordance with Rule 17 which provides that extra-time can be

  only be ordered if both clubs mutually consent. Prior to extra-time being started, Barnsley protested and evidently the match will have to be counted as a draw and replayed at Liverpool.”

  Barnsley were defeated 4-0 in the replay at Anfield. Liverpool were next drawn at home against Nottingham Forest, which was comforting as Forest had been beaten comprehensively 5-0 at Anfield a

  month earlier. This time Forest knocked them out 2-0.




  Three weeks later, Liverpool lost again to Nottingham Forest 3-0 at Town Ground in the League and local media voiced everybody’s concern. “Are Liverpool going to escape the Test

  match or not?” The team lost two and drew one in their last three League games and finished bottom, facing second division Bury in the Test match which determined if First or Second Division

  football would be on offer next season at Anfield.




  The Liverpool Mercury was confident: “Excitement runs high as to the fortune of the Liverpool Club against Bury at Blackburn, but the Anfield Road players should not experience any

  difficulty in disposing of the Second League champions if they settle down to their work in earnest fashion.” The team was seriously depleted before the game and without regulars David

  Hannah, Joe McQue, Duncan McLean, Frank Becton and John McCartney. Liverpool lost 1-0 to Bury and were relegated. It was a major set-back for the ambitious Houlding.




  Liverpool bought a number of strong players for the upcoming Second Division dogfight. Instant promotion was the order of the day. Full-back Archie Goldie (149 games for Liverpool / 1 goal) was

  brought down from Clyde, a new goalkeeper, Harry Storer (121 games) came mid-season from Woolwich Arsenal, England international forward Fred Geary (45/14) was bought from Everton and most

  importantly George Allan (96/56) arrived from Leith Athletic. England international Frank Becton, who had been bought late in the previous season from Preston, blossomed in the Second Division,

  scoring 18 goals in 24 League games. Scottish left-back Billy Dunlop was progressing after arriving from Abercorn in January. He went on to play an impressive 363 games for Liverpool in the next 15

  years.
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