


[image: ]





Cherry Blossom at Nightbreak





[image: ]





Cherry Blossom at Nightbreak


Rishi Dastidar


ISBN: 978-1-916760-34-9


eISBN: 978-1-916760-35-6


Copyright © Rishi Dastidar, 2026.


Cover artwork: © Ria Dastidar / Uberpup.


www.uberpup.net


All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any form or by any means, graphic, electronic, recorded or mechanical, without the prior written permission of the publisher.


Rishi Dastidar has asserted his right under Section 77 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of this work.


First published March 2026 by:


Nine Arches Press


Studio 221, Zellig


Gibb Street, Deritend


Birmingham


B9 4AU


United Kingdom


www.ninearchespress.com


Printed on recycled paper in the United Kingdom by Imprint Digital.


Nine Arches Press is supported using public funding by Arts Council England.


[image: ]





Contents


Whiteboard


Salon de creation


Yves Klein has exploded again


A man of theory on the Via Publica


Wittgenstein’s balloons


The Bond Street revelations


An argument for his City


The mesmerising kineticism of Boy Bruce, The Mighty Atom


The folded-up carousel


Warhol’s telephone


sonnet of specific non-specifics


On board the ‘Tynesider’


Playing tag


Felt despairing, might delete later


The Year My Only Strategy Was To Read Books About Strategy, To Work Out What To Do The Year After


On bullshit jobs


Meanwhile in Ebisu


Underneath a rollercoaster, I wait to ask my current spectral paramour


Modern ruin


the break of a wave


Logic Lane


Diplomacy of the body


Homophonically


Duchess of Argyll


A rainbow wrapped around Waterloo Bridge


To his mistress moving to LA


The greasy end of the storm


Magenta in the humidity


In my pocket


Tolstoy’s binary fluffings


The late-style of my funk dancing


Everything’s possible Chandler


Carry a sun in your pocket


Rake with telescopic handle


My desire is zaftig


I dreamed I stopped traffic


Charon the bus driver


Pin-up


Chromophilia (song for B)


Love’s renewal


A leopard parses his concern


Flashback jukebox


Credentialism


13th time I’ve thought about you today


Open outcry almost sonnet


My ghost speaks iron


Reverse ghazal daguerreotype


Knives raised in prayer


‘Grand Rapid Prodigal’


Scapegoat-ish


How to verb a sore heart


Belief, the hardest job of all


Not Alexander the Great


Melted cockerel


St Clement’s mystic brew


Mercury is at home


Sepia token


Cherry Blossom at Nightbreak


Notes


Acknowledgments and Thanks


About the author




“It’s so much better to desire than to have.”


– Anouk Aimée





Whiteboard



I wrote a poem on a whiteboard


so I could wipe it away, begin again.


Who needs their words permanently stored


when you can write a poem on a whiteboard.


Transience should be what we applaud;


fixed words – fixed ideas – are a pain.


I wrote a poem on a whiteboard


so I could wipe it away, begin again.





Yves Klein has exploded again



It’s an occupational hazard of course –


he sees a sea, he sees the sky,


he sees a woman and all


the theorising, the talk,


the grand projects, the grander passions,


it all gets too much and, wait for it:


POP!


and then it’s all alpha and omega


until it rains or the sun comes out


so the performance can start again.


Once it happened when he was on


safari, and I swear he turned a zebra


into a pierrot hat. Ah, you are such


a clown we said, and he replied


No, I am sublime.





A man of theory on the Via Publica



after The Public Image by Muriel Spark


101. You claim you want La Dolce Vita


of the mind. Actually you’re just jealous


that the world wants all of her.


102. An Italian proverb for you to


consider: if it isn’t true, it’s to the point.


103. ‘Annabel & Frederick’ –


it never sounded right.


104. A negative of a negative;


a working title of your script.





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/img2.png
6500, | Supporiedusingpubictundngty
£ % | ARTS COUNCIL
% | ENGLAND





OEBPS/images/img1.jpg
Cherry Blossom at Nightbreak

Rishi Dastidar

2

Nine
Arches
Press





