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Chapter 1

	London, March 1808

	Humphrey Atkinson was all of a dither. This was not unusual. Indecision and Humphrey were frequent companions.

	As he walked along Holborn on an errand for his Aunt Cece, Humphrey was deeply preoccupied. For once, he wasn't fretting over mundane trivialities, like which waistcoat complemented his new coat from Shelford's, the Bond Street tailor, or whether the angle of his crown beaver hat was a trifle too dashing. His current vacillations were considerably more important, even to the degree of being life-changing.

	It was no exaggeration to say that Humphrey's world had been upturned in the weeks since he had met two particular men. The combination of Clem, a fair and sinuous confidential secretary, with the muscular and forbidding Abe, had fired Humphrey's senses. He had partaken in erotic adventures such as had previously been the product of his imagination when alone in his bedchamber with his trusty right hand.

	Moreover, Clem and Abe didn't seem inclined to dismiss Humphrey after passion had been spent. Their astounding physical connection was accompanied by making Humphrey feel valued and wanted.

	As he was bumped and jostled on his way down the busy main thoroughfare, Humphrey contemplated this sudden change in his circumstances.

	It's more than enough to bemuse a fellow, he thought as he stopped outside the chandler's shop. He paused, politely raising his hat to the lady who was leaving the premises.

	The chandler's assistant greeted Humphrey with a sympathetic smile.

	"Does your aunt wish to make further changes to this month's order for candles?"

	"I'm afraid so," Humphrey said apologetically, handing over the note in which Aunt Cece had listed additional requirements.

	While the assistant perused the contents, Humphrey fondly thought that it was typical of dear Aunt Cece to pen the note herself and send a family member to deliver it, rather than dumping the responsibility onto the servants at Red Lion Square.

	The assistant seemed similarly inclined to favour Aunt Cece's solicitude.

	"A change of mind is a lady's prerogative," he said cheerfully. "Would you care to wait while I check the stock? Then you can inform your aunt directly if we are able to comply with her wishes."
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